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PREAMBLE. 

Objects of the Constitution. 

CONSTITUTION. 

Legislative power. 
Executive power. 
Judicial power. 
Relative rights of states. 
How the constitution may be amended. 
Of former debts; supremacy of the constitnti(11l and laws 

of the United States; and oath required of the public 
oHicers. 

Of the ratification of the constitution. 

Al'vIENDl'vIENTS. 

l{eligious freedom and the rights of speech, 0 f the press, 
and of the people to assemble and petition. 

Right to bear arms. 
Restrictions on quartering troops. 
Restrictions on the right of search and seizure. 
Rights of persons charged with crimes, and of private 

property. 
Mode of trial in criminal cases. 
Of trials by jury in civil actions at common law. 
Of excessive bai], anei restrictions on fines and other pun-

ishments. 
Rights retained by the people. 
Powers reserved to the states and to the people. 
United States Courts have no jurisdiction of suits brought 

by individuals against one of the sta ies. 
j'vIanner of choosing President and Vice-President. 
Slavery abolished. 
Citizens and their rights; representative apportionment; 

disability of persons engagerl in the rebeilion; validity of 
public debts; rebf'1 debts and slave claims void, and the 
several states and the United States forbidden to assume 
them. 

Right of impartial suffrage. 
Authority to impose tax on incomes. 
Election of senators by the people. 
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Preamble. 

Legislative 
pO\\Ters vested 
in congress. 
2 Dall., 409. 
1 "Vh., 329. 
143 U. S., 049. 
206 U. S., 4G. 

House of 
representa
tives, ho\v 
COlllposecl. 
(See Amend
Inent, art. xv.) 

Qualifications 
of a represen
tative. 

Apportion
ment of rep
resen ta tives 
and direct 
taxes. 
8 Wall., 533. 
23 Wall.,331. 
102 U. S" 58G. 
157 U. S" ·129. 
158, U. S., 601. 
(See Amend
ll1ent, art. xiii; 
art. xiv, § 2.) 

-census every 
ten years. 

(Obsolete. ) 

1$12 U. S., 3G3. 
220 U. S., 107. 

Vacancies. 
H. S., c. 6, 
§ § 100, 101. 

House to 
choose its o\vn 
officers; inl
peachment. 
103 U. S., 190. 

Senate, ho\v 
C0111posed. 
See Amend
Inent, art. xvii. 

Senators, 
!lO\\' classified. 

-vacancies, 
when filled 
by the 
legislature. 

CONSTITU'I'ION OF THF, UN1'l'l,D S'I'A'I'E5. 

'<VE THE PEOPLE of the United States, in Order to form a more per
fect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for 
the common defence, promote the general ,Veifare, and secure the 
Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and OUl' Posterity, do ordain and es
tablish this CONS1'lTu'l'ION of the United States of America. (a) 

ARTICLE 1. 

SEC'l'ION 1. 

All legislative Powers hel'ein g1'anted shall be vested in a l:ongress of 
the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and HOllse of Repre
sentatives. 

SECTION II. 

1. The House of Representatives shall be cOinposed of Members 
chosen every second Yeitr by the People of the several States, and the 
Electors in each State shall have the Qualifications requisite for Electors 
of the most numerous Branch of the State Legislature. (b) 

2. No Person shall be a Representati ve who shall not have attained 
to the Age of twenty-five Years, and been seven Years a Citizen of the 
United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that 
State in which he shall be chosen. 

3. l{epresentatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the 
several States which may be inclmled within this Union, according to 
their respective Numbers, which shall be determined by addillg to the 
\vhole Number of free. Persons, illcillding those bound to Service for a 
Term of Years, alld excluding' Indians not taxed, three fifths of all 
other Persons. The actual Enl1meration shall be made within three 
Yea rs after the first IVIeeting of the Congress of the United States, and 
within every subsequent Term of ten Years, in such 11[anner as they 
s11<,ll by Law clirect. The Numher of Rcpresentittil'es shall not exceed 
one for every thirty Thousand, but eClch Stitte shall have at Least one 
Rei)resentative: and IIl1til sllch ellllllieratioll shall be made the State of 
New Hampshire shall be entitled to chl/se three, Jliassachllsetts eight, 
Rhode-Islalld alld Proz'idellce Plalltations DIIC. Connecticllt fizle, New
Yori? six, New Jersey fOllr, Pellllsyh'allia eight, Delaware aile, Jl![ary
lalld six,' Virgillia tell, North Cal'olilla FIle, SOllth Carolina fiz'e, alld 
Georgia three. . 

4. \IVhen vacancies· happen in the Representation fr0111 any State, the 
Executive Authority thereof shall issue ,Vrits of Election to fill such 
Vacancies. 

5. The House of Representatives shall chuse their Speaker and other 
Officers; and shall have the sale Power of Impeachment. 

SF,CTlON II 1. 

1. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Sena
tors from each State, chosen by the Legislatitre thereof, for six Years 
and eClch Senator shall have one vote. 

2. Immediately after they shall be assemhled in Consequence of the 
first Election, they shall he di videcl as equally as may be into three 
Classes. The Seats of the Senators of the first Class shllll be vacated 
at the Expiration of the second year, of the second Class at the Expira
tion of the fourlh Year, and of the third Class at the Expiration of the 

(a) 2 Dall .. 419; 1 Wh., 324; 4 Wh., 316: 5 Wh., I58; 9 Wh., 187: 12 
'vVh., 419; 7 Pet., 243; 19 Hdw., 393; 7 Wall., 71, 700; 12 Wall., 457: 21 
Wall., 162; 140 U. S., 453; 197 O. S., I I; 206 U. S., 46; 56 ]VIe., 276. 

(b) 110 u. S., 651; 134 U. S., 377; 179 U. S., 58; 193 U. S., 621. 



CONsTr'ruTION OF THE UNI'l'ED STAn;S. 

sixth Year, so that one-third may be chosen every second Year; alld if 
Vacancies happen by Resigllatioll, or otherzeisl', durillg the Recess of the 
Legislature of any State, the Kt-eclltive thereof lIla)' make temporary 
AppoilltlJlellts 'IIIztil the Jie;,t Meetillg of the Legislature which shall then 
fill such Vacancies. 

3. :No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the 
Age of thirty Years, and been nine Years a Citizen of the United States, 
and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State for 
which he shall be chosen. 

4. The Vice President of the Gnited States shall be President of the 
Senate, but shall have no Vote, unless they be equally divided. 

5. The Senate shall chuse their other Officers, and also a President 
pro tempore, in the Absence of the Vice President, or when he shall ex
ercise the Office of President of the United States. 

6. The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeach
ments. '>\Then silting for that Purpose, they shall be on Oath or Affirma
tion. VVhen the President of the United States is tried, the Chief J us
tice shall preside: And no Person shall be convicted without the Con
currence of two thirds of the ·Members present. 

7. Judgment in Cas'es of Impeachment shall not extend fnrther than 
to removal fr0111 Office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any Office 
of honor, Trust or Profit under the United States: but the Party con
victed shall nevertheless be liable and subject to Indictment, Trial, Judg
ment and Punishment, according to Law. 

SECTION IV. 

1. The Times, Places and Manner of holding Elections for Senators 
and N.epresentatives, shall be prescribed in each State by the Legislature 
thereof; but the Congress may at any time by Law make or alter such 
Regnlations. except as to the Places of chusing Senators. 

2. The Congress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and snch 
Meeting shall be on the first Monday in December, unless they shall by 
Law appoint a different Day. 

SECTION V. 

1. Each House shall be the judge of the Elections, Returns and 
Qualifications of its own Members, and a ·Majority of each shall consti
tute a Quorum to do Business; but a smaller Number may adjourn from 
(lety to d<l:v, and may be authorized to compel the Attendance of absent 
·M embers, in such Manner, and under such Penalties as each House may 
provide. 

Proceedings, punish 
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-of tenlporary 
appointments. 
See Amelld-
111en t, art. xvii. 

Qualifications 
of a senator. 

Vice president 
to he president 
of the senate. 

President pro 
tem. and other 
officers to he 
chosen. 

Po"\vel' to try 
irnpeaclullents. 
103 U. S., 190. 

Effect of 
judgment. 
(See Amend-
111ent, art. 
xiv, ~ 3.) 

Tilues, places 
and ll1anllel' 
of electing 
cong-reSSlllen. 
100 U.S.,383,399. 
110 U. S.,~51. 
127 U. S., 7~1. 

Sessions an
nual, at least. 

Memhership. 

~quOl'Unl. 

103 U. S., 182. 
144 U. S., 1. 
--adjoUl'll-
11lents. 

2. Each House may determine the Rules of its 
its Members for disorderly Behavior, and, with the 
thirds, expel a Member. (a) 

Concurrence of two Rules. 
-censures and 
expulsions. 

3. Each House shan keep a J ourn'al of its Proceedings, and from 
time to time publish the same, excepting such Parts as may in their 
J urlgment require Secrecy; and the Yeas and Nays of the Members of 
either Honse 011 any qnestion shall, at the Desire of one fifth of those 
present, be entered on the J ourna!. 

4. Neither House, during the Session of Congress, ~hall. without the 
Con~ent of the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any 
other Plrtce than that in which the two Houses shall be sitting. 

SECTION VI. 

1. The Senators and Representatives shall receive a Compensation 
for their Services, to be ascertained by Law, and paid out of the Treas-

(a) 6 ,,,rh., 204; 103 U. S., 182; 166 U. S., 661. 

Journals of 
each house. 

-yeas and 
nays, \vhen to 
he ordered. 
143 U. S., (j·19. 
144 U. S., 1. 

Limitation of 
the right to 
adjourn. 

C0111pensatiol1 
and privileges. 
3 Dall .• 478. 
103 U. S., 201. 
196 U. S., 283. 
207 U. S., 425. 



CongTessmen 
ineligible to 
certain offices. 

Revenue bills 
111USt 
Ol'ig"inate in 
the House. 

Of the 
president's 
veto, in case 
of bills. 

Vetoed bills 
111a;y be 
passed by two 
thirds. 
H3 U. S., 649. 
183 U.S.,176,18'!' 

Also in case 
of concurrent 
orders, resolu
tions 01' votes. 

PO,yel'S of 
congress. 
(See Amend-
111811t, art. 
xiv. § 4.) 

CONS'l'ITuTION OF THE UNITED sTATItS. 

my of the United States.· They shall in all Cases, except Treason, 
Felony and Breach of the Peace, be privileged from Arrest during their 
Attendance at the Session of their respective Houses, and in going to and 
returning from the same; and for any Speech or Debate in either House, 
they shall not be questioned in any other Place . 

. 2. No Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for which he 
was elected, be appointed to any civil Office under the Authority of the 
United States, which shall have been created, or the Emoluments where
of shall have been encreased during such time; and 110 Person holding 
any Office under the United States, shall be a Member of either House 
during his Continuance in Office. 

SECTION vn. 

1. All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of Rep
resentatives; but the Senate may propose or concur with Amendments 
as on other Bills. (a) 

2. Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives 
and. the Senate, shall, before it become a Law, be presented to the 
President of the United States; If he approve he shall sign it, but if not 
he shall return it, with his Obj ections to that House in which it shall 
have originated, who shall enter the Objections at large on their Journal, 
and proceed to reconsider it. If after such Reconsideration two thirds 
\?f that Honse shall agree to pass the Bill, it shall be sent, tog'ether with 
the Objections, to the other House, by which it shall likewise be recon
sidered, and if approyed by two thirds of that House, it shall become a 
Law. But in all such Cases the Votes of both Houses shall be deter
mined by Yeas and Nays, and the 1\ ames of the Persons voting for and 
against the Bill shall be entered on the .T oumal of each House respec
tively. If any Bill shall not be returned by the President within ten 
Days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the 
Same shall be a Law, in likc .Manner as if he had signed it, unless the 
Congress by their Adjournment prevent its Return, in which Case it 
shall not be a Law. 

3. Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Concurrence of the 
Senate and House of Representatives may be necessary (except on 
a question of Adj ournment) shall be presentcd to the President of the 
United States; and before the Same shall talce Effect, shall be approved 
by him, or being disapproved by him, shall be repassed by two thirds of 
the Senate and HOllse of Representatives, according to the Rules and 
Limitations prescribed in the Case of a Bill. 

SECTION VIII. 

The Congress shall have Power (b) 
I. To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises, to pay the 

Debts and provide for the common Defence and general "r elfare of the 
United States; but all Duties, Imposts and Excises shall be uniform 
throughout the United States; (c) 

(a) 202 U. S., 429; 220 U. S., 107. 
(b) 192 U. S., 418; 206 U. S., 46. 
(c) 3 Dall., I7J; 4 Wh., 316; 5 vVh., 3J7; 9 \",Th., 738 ; 2 Pet., 449, 468; 

16 Pet., 435.: 5 How., 504; J2 How .. , 299; 3 Wall., 387, 573; 4 Wall., 459: 
5 WaiL, 462, 475; 8 \;Vall., 123, 148, 533; II Vlall., II3; IS Wall., III, 
300: 17 Wall., 322: 18 W8ll., 5. 23 \;Vall., 331; IOJ U. S., I; I04 U. S., 
II I; 106 U. S., 327, 703; 112 U. S., SSo; 149 U. S., :210; J S7 U. S., 429: 



CONS'fITU1'l0N OF THE UNI'I'U,\ S'rA'l'ES. 

2. To borrow lVIoney on the credit of the United States; (a) 
3. To regulate Commerce with foreign N atiolls, and among the sev

eral States, and with the Indian Tribes; (b) 
4. To establish an uniform Rule of N aturalizatiol1, (c) and uniform 

Laws on the subject of Bankruptcies throughout the United States; (d) 

158 U. S., 601; 163 U. S., 427; 173 U. S., 509; 178 U. S., 41; 182 U. S., 
222,244; 183 U. S., 151, 176; I84u. S,. 608, 622; 185 U. S., 148; 186 U. 
S., 380; 187 U. S., 281; 190 U. S., 249; 192 U. S., 363, 397; 194 U. S., 
486; 199 U. S., 437; 215 U. S., SIS; 220 U. S., 107; 228 U. S., 295; 54 Me., 
344; 56 Me., 281. 

(a) 4 vVh., 316; 2 Pet., 449; 2 Black, 620; 2 vVall., 200; 7 ,V" all., 16, 
26; 8 ~Wall., 603; 9 \Vall., 353; 12 vVall., 457; IIO U. S., 421; 205 U. S., 
30 3. 

(b) 9 Wh., I, 209; 12 \;Vh., 419; 2 Pet., 245; 6 Pet., SIS; II Pet., 102; 
J 2 Pet., 72; 14 Pet., 540; 5 How., 504; 7 How., ~ 283; 8 How., 73, 490 ; 9 
How., 560; 12 How., 299, 443; 13 How., 518; I4 How., 568; IS How., 71, 
421; 22 How., 227, 244; I Black, 603; 3 vVall., 407,713, 782; 6 ,V" all., 31, 
35; 7 Wall., 646 ; 8 Wall., IIO, 168; 9 Wall., 579; 10 Wall., 173,454,557, 
566; II WaIL, 4II; 13 Wall., 236; IS Wall., 232, 284; 16 Wall., 479; 17 
Wall., 560; 18 Wall., 129,206; 19 Wall., 581, 584; 21 \lVall., 456, 558; 92 
U. S., 259, 275; 93 U. S., 4, 99, 188; 94 U. S., 135, 246 ; 95 U. S., 459, 465, 
485; 96 U. S., I; 100 U. S., 385, 424, 432, 437, 491, 499; 102 U. S., 126, 
543, 574, 696 ; 104 U. S., 467; 105 U. S., 464, 475, 563; 107 U. S., 38, 59, 
365, 678, 691 ; 109 U. S .. 385; II2 U. S., 69, 580; 114 U. S., 196, 387, 622; 
JI6 U. S., 446, 517; II7 U. S., 34, 51; lIS U. S., 90, 455, 557; II9 U. S., 
543; 120 U. S., 489, 502; 121 U. S., 230, 444; 122 U. S., 326, 347; 124 U. 
S., 465; 125 U. S., I, 181, 465; 127 U. S., I, 4II, 640; 128 U. S., I, 129, 
17'1; 129 U. S., 217; 132 U. S., 472; 133 U. S., 587; 135 U. S., 100, 161, 
641 ; 136 U. S., 104, 313; 138 U. S., 78; 140 U. S., 545; 141 U. S., 18, 36, 
40, 47, 62, 679; 142 U. S., 217; 143 U. S., 305, 517; 144 U. S., 323; 145 U. 
S., I, 192, 263; 147 U. S., 396; 153 U. S., 289, 436, 525, 692; 154 U. S., 
204, 439, 447; ISS U. S., 461, 648; 156 U. S., I, 296; 158 U. S, 431, 564; 
161 U. S., 519; J 62 U. S., 197, 650; 163 U. S., I, 142, 299. 537: 165 U. S., 
58, 194, 628; 166 U. S., 171, 290, 427; 169 U. S., 133, 264, 31 I, 466, 613; 
T70 LT. S., '112, 438; 171 U. S., I, 30, 345, 505, 578; 172 U. S., I; 173 U. 
S., 285; 174 U. S., 445; 175 U. S., 2II, 626; 176 U. S., 126; 177 U. S., 
314,584; 178 U. S., 389, 496; 179 U. S., 270,287,343,388,443; 183 U. 
S., 238; 184 U. S., 27; 185 U. S., 27; 186 U. S., 257, 342; 187 U. S., 294, 
4T9, 622, 137; 188 U. S., 321, 410, 445; 191 U. S., 171, 441; 192 U. S., 21, 
189, 454, 500 ; 193 U. S., 197, 490; 196 U. S., 192, 194, 261; 197 U. S., 488 ; 
198 U. S., 17; 201 U. S., 321; 202 U. S., 446, 543, 584; 203 U. S., 38, 270, 
335, 507; 204 U. S., 24, 152, 364, 585; 205 U. S., 93; 206 U. S., 129; 201' 
U. S., 67, 270, 328, 398, 463; 208 U. S., 14, 113, 340; 209 U. S., 251; 210 
U. S., 187, 217; 2II U. S., 31, 612; 213 U. S., 52; 214 U. S., 218; 215 U. 
S., 87; ZI6 U. S., I, 56, 122, 400, 579; 217 U. S., 91, 136, 524, 563; 218 U. 
S., 124, 135, 406; 219 U. S., 128, 186, 453, 467; 221 U. S., 229; 222 U. S., 
20, 380, 415, 424; 223 U. S., I, 468; 224 U. S., ~60, 194, 217, 330, 541; 225 
U. S., IOI, 187, 501, 540, 663; 226 U. S., 192, 205, 324, 390, 404, 464, 491 ; 
227 e. S., I, 59, 265, 308, 326, 333, 340, 389, 401 , 504; 228 U. S., 115; 229 
U. S., 336; 230 U. S., 352, 474, 513, 525, 553; 24 Pick., 359; 4 Mete., 282; 
3 Gray, 97; 32 ~Me., 361; ~ 65 :Me., 557; 83 Me., 422; 95 Me., 100, 142; 9tl 
;VIe., 82, 417. 100 Me., 254; 101 Me., 430; 102 Me., 217, 385; I04 Me., 
288, 502; 107 :Me., 260. 

(c) 6 Pet., 761; 19 How., 393; 130 U. S., 581; 169 U. S., 649; 217 U. 
S., .s09; 225 U. S., 227; 88 Me., 201; I06 :Me., 169. . 

(d) 2 Wh., 259; 4 Wh., 122, 209; 6 Wh., 131; 12 Wh., 213; 6 Pet.,. 
348; 9 Pet., 329; 14 Pet., 67; 5 How., 295; 146 U. S., 303; 186 U. S., 181; 
57 Me., 75; 70 J\'fe., 154· 
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5 How., 410. 
DHow., 560. 

3 'Yh., 610. 
98 U. S., 602. 

6 'Yall., 35. 

3 'Vh., 336. 
20 How., 65. 
158 U. S., 109. 
177 U. S., 496. 
183 U. S., 365. 

5 vVh., 1. 
12 ''Th., 19. 
7 Ho\v., 1. 
116 U. S., 252. 

CONS'J'I'tU'!'ION or 'J'H Ie UNI'l'IeD S'I'A'l'E;S. 

3. To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and of foreign Coin, 
and fix the Standard of vVeights and Measnres; (a) 

6. To provide for the Punishment oi counterfeiting the Securities 
and current Coin of the United States; 

7. To establish Post Offices and post Roads; (b) 
8. To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts. by securing 

for limited Times to Authors and Inventors the exclusive Right to their 
respective Vl ritings and Discoveries; (c) 

9· To constitute Tribunals ill ferior to the supreme Court; 
lO. To define and punish Piracies and Felonies committed on the high 

Seas, and Offences against the Laws of Nations; (d) 
II. To declare \iV ar, grant Letters of .Marque and Reprisal, and make 

l\.ules concerning Captures on Land and vVater; (e) 
12. To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of 110ney to 

that Use shall be for a longer Term than two Years; 
13. To provide and maintain a Nayy; 
14. To make Rules for the Government and Regulation of the land 

and naval Forces; 
IS. To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws of 

the Union, suppress Insurrections and repel Invasions; (f) 
16. To provide for organizing, arming', and disciplining, the Militia, 

and for governing such Part of them as may be employed in the Service 
of the United States, reserving to the States respectively, the Appoint
ment of the Officers, and the Authority of training the :'dilitia according 
to the discipline prescribed by Congress; 

17. To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over 
such District (not exceeding ten ?vliles square) as may, by Cession 01 
particular States, and the Acceptance of Congress, become the Seat 01 
the Government of the United States, and to exercise like Authority over 
all Places purchased by the Consent of the Legislature of the State in 
which the Same shall be, for the Erection of Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, 
dock-Yards, and other needful Buildings; (g )-And 

18. To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for car
rying into Execution the foregoing Powers, amI all other Powers vested 
by this Constitution in the Government of the United States, or in any 
Department or Officer thereof. (It) 

(a) II Pet., 257; 5 How., 4lO; 9 How., 560; 8 Wall., 548; lOI U. S., 
J; IIO U. S., 421; 218 U. S., 302; 56 Me., 28r. 

(b) 18 How., 421; 96 U. S., 8; 143 U. S., IIO; 158 U. S., 564; 194 U. 
S., 497; 209 U. S., 36; 229 U. S., 288. 

(c) 6 Pet., 218; 8 Pet., 591; 104 U. S., 356, 358; I I I U. S., 53; I28 
U. S., 244; 188 U. S., 239; 194 U. S., 601; 203 U. S., 347; 207 U. S., 270 ; 
210 U. S., 339, 405; 222 U. S., 55; 229 U. S., I; 64 Me., 462. 

(d) 3 Wh., 610; 5 vVh., 76, 153. 184; 120 U. S., 479· 
(c) 8 Cr., IIO; I Pet., SII; 2 \,yal1., 404; II \iVall., 268, 331, 493; 21 

Wall., 73; 92 U. S., 187; I06 U. S., 315; 182 U. S., 222. 
(I) 5 \'Vh., I; 12 Wh.,'I9; 7 How., I; 6 Wall., 35; 7 Wall., 700. 
(g) 2 Cr., 444; 5 \'Vh., 317; 6 Wh., 264; I Pet., 51 I; 12 Pet., 524; 9 

Wall., 41; I [ Wall., 610; 14 Vl all., 676; 92 U. S., 130; 94 U. S., 320 ; II4 
U. S., 525, 542; 117 U. S., 151; 129 U. S., 141; 147 U. S., 282: 160 U. S., 
499; 170 U. S., 45; 196 U. S., 407; 209 U. S., 36; 214 U. S., 274; 8 .Mass., 
72 ; 76 .Me., 333. 

(h) 2 Dall., 304; I Cr.. 137; 2 Cr., 358; 7 Cr., n6; 3 Wh., 172, 336 ; 
4 Wh., 316; 6 \'Vh .. 204; 9 Wh., 738; IO Wh., I, 5 T; 12 Wh.) 136; 5 Pet., 
II5; 8 Wall., 603; 9 Wall., 353, 395, 579: 12 Wall., 457; IS Wall., 195; 18 
Wall., 5; 100 U. S., 263, 375; 106 U. S., 372; lro U. S .. 421; 153 U. S., 
525; 177 U. S., 459; 180 U. S., 109; 223 U. S., I; 56 Me., 276. 



CONSTI'l'U'l'ION 01" 'rIlE UNI'l'ItD S'fATEs. 

SECTION IX. 

1, Til? Migratioll or Importation of sllch Persolls as allY of the States 
JlOW existillg shall thilll? prol'er to ad!1lit. shall IIOt bl' prohibited b:V the 
Congress j'rior to the Y{'ar aile thollsalld eight hUlldred alld {'ight, but a 
Tax or dilty lIlay be imposed all sitch ImportatiOIl, 1I0t {';rceedillg t{'n dol
lars for each Persall. (a) 

2. The Pri \Tilege of the \Vrit of Habeas Corpus shall not be suspend
ed, unless when in Cases of Rebellion or Invasion thE public Safety may 
requireit. (b) 

3. NoBill of Attainder or expost facto Law shall be passed. (c) 
4. No Capitation, or other direct, tax shall be laid, unless in Propor

tion to the Census or Enumeration herein before directed to be 
taken. (d) 

5. No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles exported frol11 any 
State. ( e) 

6. No Preference shall be given by any Regulation of Commerce or 
Revenue to the Ports of one State over those of another; nor shall Ves
sels bound to, or from, one State, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay 
Duties in another. (f) 

7. No lvloney shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in Conseqt1ence 
of Appropriations made by Law; and a regular Statement and Account 
of the Receipts and Expenditures of all public Money shall be published 
from time to time. 

8. No Title of Nobility shall he granted by the United States: And 
no Person holding any Office of Profit or Trust under them, shall, with
out the Consent of the Congress, accept of any present, Emolument, Of
fice, or Title, of any kind whatever, from any King, Prince. or foreign 
State. 

SEC'I'lON X. 

1. No State shall enter into any Treaty, Alliance, or Confederation; 
grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal; coin jv[oney; emit Bills of Credit; 
(g) make any Thing but gold and silver Coin a Tender in Payment of 

(a) I ~Wash., C. C. R, 499; 19 How., 393; 192 U. S., 363. 
(b) 3 Dall., 17; 2 Cr., 445; 3 Cr., 448 ; 4 Cr., 75; 7 Wh., 38; 12 \Vh., 

19; 3 Pet., 192 ; 9 Pet., 704; 14 Pet., 540 ; 3 How., 103; 7 How., I; 2T 
How., 506; I \~Tall., 243; 4 Wall., 2; 7 Wall., 506; 8 Wall., 85; 13 Wall., 
397; 18 Wall., 163; 93 U. S., 18, 396; [00 U. S., 340, 374,402: 105 U.II'S., 
696; 194 U. S., 279; 198 u. S., 253; 203 U. S., 174· 

(c) 3 Dall., .186; 6 Cr., 87; l2 Wh., 213; 7 Pet., 248; 8 Pet., 88.; 17 
How., 456; 4 'NaIl., 172,277,333; 8 \tVall., 595; 13 Wall., 257; 16 Wall., 
234; 107 U. S., 22I; 152 U. S., 377; T70 U. S., 189; 195 U. S., 100; 225 
U. S., 227; 228 U. S., 585. 

(d) 2 Dall., 171; 5 Wall., 462; 157 U. S., 429; 158 U. S., 60l; 178 U. 
S., 41 ; 192 U. S., 363; 199 U. S., 437; 203 U. S., 543; 220 U.S., 107. 

(I?) 12 How., 299; 92 U. S., 372; 100 U. S., 424; TI7 U. S., 504; 183 
U. S., 151; 187 U.S., 281; 188 U. S., 321; 192 U. S., 363, 418; 199 U. S., 
437; 200 U. S., 489; 204 U. S., 152; 209 U. S., 56; 228 U. S., 525. 

(f) 12 How., 299; 18 How., 421; 94 U. S., II3; 100 U. S., 437; II8 
U. S., 45S; 156 U. S., 590; 198 U. S., 310; H)9 U. S., 437· 

(g) 4 Pet., 410, 431; 8 Pet., 40; I I Pet., 2,;7: T3 How., 12; 96 U. S., 
182; 114 U. S., 269; 185 U. S., 125; 196 U. S., 64. 

Restrictions 
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(Obsolete.) 
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Debts; pass any Bill of A ttaincler, ex post facto Law, (a) or Law im
pairing the Obligation of Contracts, (b) or grant any Title of Nobility. 

(a) 3 Dall., 386; 4 Dall., 14; S Pet., 88; 10 How., 395; 17 How., 456; 
4 Wall., 172,277,333: 9 Wall., 35; 107 U. S., 221; IIO U. S., 574; 124 U. 
S., 200; 13/~ U. S., 160; 138 U. S., 157; 162 U. S., 565; 170 U. S., 189, 
343; 171 U. S., 380 ; 183 U. S., 278; 196 US., 319; 199 U S, 425; 212 

U. S., Il2; 219 U. S., 140; 226 U. S., 260; 227 U. S., ISO; 228 U. S., 652. 
(b) 6 Cr., 87; 7 Cr., 164; 9 Cr., 43; 4 Wh., 122, 209, 518; 5 Wh., 420; 

6 Wh., 131 ; 8 Wh., I; 12 ''Vh., 213, 370; 2 Pet., 380, 627; 3 Pet., 280; 4 
Pet., 514; 5 Pet., 457; S Pet., 281; 9 Pet., 329; I I Pet, 420; 16 Pet., 281; 
I How., 311 ; 2 How., 608; 3 How., 133, 534,707,720; 5 How., 295; 6 
How., 301 , 507; 7 How., 279; 8 How., 163; IO How., 190, 218, 395, 402, 
51,; I I How., 185; 13 How., 71; 14 How., 268; IS How., 304; 16 How., 
369; 18 How., 331; 20 How., 527: 22 How., 364; 24 How., 300, 461; I 
Black, 436, 474; 2 Black, 448, 510; I Wall., 116; 2 ''ValL. 10; 3 \'Vall., 51, 
210; 4 Wall., 177, 535; 7 Wall., 487; 8 Wall., 44, 430, 439, 575, 595, 603; 
10 vVall., 511; 12 Wall., 457; 13 ~Wall., 68, 190,264, 373, 646, 654; IS 
Wall., 195,300,454,460,478,500,610; 16 Wall., 244, 314; 17 Wall., 596; 
19 'NaIl., I, 526; 20 ~Wall., 36; 21 WalL, 196,249; 91 U. S., 3; 92 U. S., 
631 ; 93 U. S., II6, 595; 95 U. S., II3, 170, 324, 632, 682; 96 U. S., 73.. 
183, 441, 599; 97 U. S., 29, 457, 666; 98 U. S., 360: 99 U. S., 320; 100 U 
S., 499, 556; 101 U. S., 339, 792, 816, 832; 102 U. S., 206; 103 U. S., 8, 
365, 714; 104 U. S., 4, 590, 674; 105 U. S., 16, 71, 258, 302, 369, 601, 623; 
106 U. S., 132 : 106 U. S., 95; 107 U. S., 365, 769; I08 U. S., 51, 143,1 
514; 109 U. S., 244, 285; 110 U. S., 53, 347; III U. S., 716; Il3 U. S., 
574; II4 U. S., 176,270,387; lIS U. S., 566, 650, 674,683; 116 U. S., 131, 
289,307,572,585: 117 U. S., 52; 120 U. S., 64; 121 U. S., 102,282; 122 
U. S., I, 284; 125 US., 18, 190; 128 U. S, 489; 129 U. S., 36; 130 U. S., 
189; 13 1 U. S., 405, CLXV; 134 U. S., SIS; 135 11. S, 662; 137 U. S., 
245; 140 U. S., I; 142 U. S., 79; 143 US., I, 371 ; 145 U. S., 454; 146 U 
S., 162, 258, 387: I.48 U. S., 137, 397; 151 U. S., 556; 153 U. S., 628; 157 U. 
S., 219; 159 U. S., 103; 161 US., 134,240, 256, 646, 677; 163 U. S., 118, 
273, 416; 164 U. S., 662; 16.1 U. S., I; 167 U. S., 646; 168 U. S., 488; 170 
U. S., 57, 226, 243; 172 U. S., I02; 173 U. S., 592, 636; 176 US., 469, 
646; 177 U. S., 66, 558; 183 U. S., 66, 144; 184 U. S., 368, 399; 185 U. S., 
54,65,336; 186 U. S., 212, 401; 187 U. S., 437, 611, 258; 188 U. S., la, 
189,595; 189 U. S., 154; 191 U. S., 150,358,499; 192 U. S., 73. 286; 193 
U. S., 17, 49, 416, 561, 635, 657; 194 U. S., 517, 593; 195 U. S., 1,383; 196 
U. S., 539: 197 U. S., 178, 544; 198 U. S., 416, 508; 199 U. S., I, 48, 401 ; 
473>; 200 U. S., 248, 425; 201 U. S., 400, 506, 529, 543; 202 U. S., 313, 453, 
584; 203 U. S., 112, 151, 3Il, 372, 379; 204 US., 103, 116, 321, 565; 205' 
U. S., 236, 466; 206 U. S., 276, 496, 516, 536; 207 U. S., 161, 258, 3IO, 
416; 208 U. S., 378, 489, 583; 209 U. S., 349, 358; 210 U. S., 187,266; 211 
U. S., 45, 144,265; 212 U. S., 86, 322; 213 U. S., 151; 214 U. S., 179; 21 5 
U. S., 170, 336, 373, 417; 216 U. S., 206, 262, 420; 217 U. S., 71; 218 U 
S., 400, 431, 438, 563, 591, 645; 219 US., I04; 220 U. S., 462, 472; 22I! 
U. S., 400, 408, 467, 612; 222 U. S" 187, 334; 223 U, S., 390, 437, 468, 
655; 224 U. S., 632, 649; 226 U. S" 276, 318, 455; 227 U. S., 278, 497, 544, 
559; 228 U. S., I, 326; 229 U. S" 39; 230 US., 58, 84, 98, 100, 123; 2' 
GalL, C. C. R, 138; 3 Wash., C. C. R, 313; IS TvIass., 447; 16 Mass" 245; 
6 Pick., 440; 23 Pick, 360; 7 Cush., 53: II :Me., 118; 23 Me., 318 ; 59 
Me., 25, 44, 72 ; 63 ]VIe., 269; 65 lvle., 129; 66 Me.) 492; 67 Me., 581 ; 69 
Me., 317; 70 TvIe.) 410; 71 :M e.) .38.3; 80 IVle., 469, 561; 81 Me., 459; 96 
lltle., 253, 258. 
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2. No State shall, without the Consent of the Congress, lay any Im
posts or Duties on Imports or Exports, except what may be absolutely 
necessary for executing its inspection Laws: and the net Produce of all 
Duties and Imposts, laid by any State on Imports or Exports, shall be 
for the Use of the Treasury of the United'States; and all such Laws 
shall be subject to the Revision and Control of the Congress. (a) 

3. No State, shall, without the Consent of Congress, lay any Duty of 
Tonnage, keep Troops, or Ships of Vvar in time of Peace, enter into any 
Agreement or Compact with another State, or with a foreign Power, or 
engage in \'Var, unless actually invaded, or in such imminent Danger as 
will not admit of delay. (b) 

ARTICLE II. 

SECTION 1. 

1. T.he executive Power shall be vested in a President of the United 
States of America. He shall hold his Office during the Term of four 
Years, and, together with the Vice President, chosen for the same Term, 
be elected, as follows 

2. Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature there
of may direct, a Number of Electors, equal to the whole Number of Sen
ators and lZepresentatives to which the State may be entitled in the Con
grtss: but n~ Senator or Representative, or Person holding an Office 
of Trust or Profit under the United States, shall be appointed an Elector. 

3. The electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote b)1 bal
lot fM tz('o Persons, of whom one at least shall lIot be an Inhabitant of 
tile same State with themselves. And tiley silall lIIalw a List of all the 
Persolls z'otcd for, alld of tile NUI/Iber of Votes for each; which List. 
they shall sign alld certify, alld trallsmit sealed to the Seat of the Gov
erlllJlellt of tile Ullited States, directed to the Presidellt of the Sellate. 
The Presidellt of the Sellate shall,in the Presence of the Senate alld 
House of Repres('lltatives, open all the Certificates, and the Votes shall 
thell be' cOllllted. The Person having the greatest Number of Votes shall 
be tile Presidellt. if such NUll/bel' be a Majority of the whole Nlll/lber of 
Electors appoillted; alld if there be 11I0re thaJl aile who have sllch kIa
jority. Olin have an equal NUI/lber of Votes, then the House of Repre
selltative's shall ill/mediately chuse by Ballot aile' of them for Presidellt; 
alld if 110 Persall lzave' a 1l1ajority, then from the fiz'e highest on the Lis! 
the said House shall in like lll{aniler chuse the Presidellt. But ,in chusillg 
tile Presid('llt, the Votes shall be taken by States, the Repre'sentatioll frolll 
each State' havmg aile Vote; A qllorUJ/l for this Purpose shall consist of 
a lllember or 111ell/bers from two-thirds of the States, alld a M~ajorit)1 of 

(a) 4 Wh., 316; 9 Wh., I; 12 Vlh., 419; 8 How., 490; 12 How" 299; 
24 How., 169; 5 Wall., 462; 6 'WalL, 35; 8 \VaIL, IIO, 123, 148; 12 "Vall" 
204; IS Wall., 284; 94 U. S" 242; 100 U. S., 437, 498, 676; 101 U. S., I; 
104 U. S., 467; 107 U. S., 38, 59; JI4 U. S., 622; 117 U. S., ,504: 156 U. 
S., 577, 590 ; 178 U. S., 496; 192 U. S., 363, 418; 203 U. S., 38; 208 U. S., 
14; 21 I V. S., 485; 213 U. S., 200; 228 D, S., 525; 24 Pick, 359. 

(b) 8 \'\'h., I; II Pet., 185; 12 How., 299: 19 "Vall" 581; 20 \Vall., 
577; 94 U. S., 242; 95 U. S., 34; 96 U. S., 182; 97 U. S., 458; 100 U. S., 
424" 432, 677; 101 U. S., I; 105 U. S., 561; 107 U. S., 365, 691; II8 U. S., 
455; 119 U. S., 543; 121 U. S., 444; 148 U. S., 503; 153 U. S., ISS; 185 U. 
S .. 125; H)2 U. S., .163, 500; 196 U. S., 133; 222 U. S., 19I. 

No state per
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consent of 
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CONSTITU'fION OF 'tHE UNITED STATES. 

all the States shall be necessary to a Choice. In ever}' Case, after the 
Choice of the Presidellt, the Persall ha'vilig the greatest NUJ/lber of Votes 
of the Electors shall be the Vice Presidellt. Bitt if there sho/tld reI/win 
two or more who have eqllal Votes, the SCI/ate shall c/ulse from them by 
Ballot the Vice-President. 

4. The Congress may determine the Time of chusing the Electors, 
and the Day on which they shall give their Votes; which Day shall be 
the same throughout the United States. 

S, No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the 
Uuited States, at the ti/lle of the Adoption of this COllstitutioll, shall be 
eligible to the Office of President; neither shall any Person be eligible to 
that Office who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty five Years, 
al/d bren fourteen Years a Residellt within the United States. 

6. In Case of the Removal of the President from Office, or of his 
Death, Resignation, or Inability to discharge the Powers and Duties of 
the snid Office, the same shall devolve on the Vice President, and the 
Congress may by Law provide for the Case of Removal, Death, Resigna
tion, or Inability, both of the President and Vice President, declaring 
what Officer sh;ll then act as President, and such Officer shall act ac
cordingly, until the Disability be removed, or a President shall be elected. 

7. The President shall, at stated 'fil'nes, receive for his Services, a 
Compensation, which shall neither be encreased nor diminished during 
the Period for which he shall have been elected, and he shall not receive 
within that Period any other Emolument from the United States, or any 
of them. 

8. Before he enter on the Execution of his Office, he shall take the 
following Oath or Affirmation:-

"I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the Of
fice of President of the United States, and will to the best of my Ability, 
preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States." 

SECCION II. 

J. The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and 
Navy of the United States, and of the lVIilitia of the several States, when 
called into the actnal Service of the United States; he may require the 
Opinion, in writing, of the principal Officer in eacb of tile executive De
partments, upon any Subject relating to the Duties of their fespectiYe 
Offices, and he shall have Power to grant Reprieves "nd Pardons for Of
fences against the United States, except in Cases of Impeachment. (a) 

2. He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the 
Senate, to make Treaties, providE'd two thirds of the Senators present 
concu!': and he shall nominate, and by and with the Advice and Consent 
of the Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors, other public Ministers and 
Consuls, J uclges of the supreme Court, and all other Officers of the 
United States, who~e Appointments dre not herein otherwise provided 
for, and which shall be established by Law: but the CongrE'ss may by 
Law vest the Appointment of such inferior Officers, as they think proper, 
in the President alone, in the Courts of Law, 01' in the Heads of Depart
ments. (b) 

(a) 5 Wh., I; 12 Wh., 19; 7 Pet., ISO; 18 How., 307; 4 Wall., 333; 6 
Wall., 766; 9 Wall., 129, 542,13 Wall., 128, 152, 156; 21 \'Vall., 73; 22 
Wall., 276; 92 U. S., 187,202; 114 U. S., 411; 133 u. S., 92: 158 U. S., 
109; 161 U. S., 591; 183 U. S., 365. 

(b) 3 Dall., 199; I Cr., 137; 9 Wh., 720; I Pet., 51 I; 2 Pet., 253; 5 
Pet., 1,233; 6 Pet., SIS; 9 Pet., 224; 12 Pet., 524: 13 Pet., 230, 415: 17 
Wall., 211; 100 U. S., 397; 149 U. S., 698: 167 U. S., 324; 169 U. S., 33 1 ; 



CONS'l'ITuTION OF THE UNITED STATES. 

3. The President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies that may 
happen during the Recess of the Senate, by granting Commissions which 
shall expire at the End of their next Session. 

SECTION III. 

He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information of the 
State of the Union, and recommend to their Consideration such TvIeas-
11res as he shall judge necessary and expedient; he may, on extraordi
nary Occasions, convene 0 both Houses, or either of them, and in Case of 
Disagreement between them, ,vith Respect to the Time of Adjournment, 
he may adj ourn them to such Time as he shall think proper; he shall re
ceive Ambassadors and other public :Ministers; he shall take Care that 
the Laws be faithfully executed, and shall Commission all the Officers 
of the United States. 

SEC'l'ION IV. 

The President, Vice President and all civil Officers of the United 
States, shall be removed from Office on 11I1peachment for, and Comric
tion of, Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes and :rvIisdemeanors. 

ARTICLE III. 

SEC'l'ION I. 

The judicial Power of the United States, shall be vested in one su
preme Court, and in such inferior Courts as the Congress may from time 
to time ordain and establish. The Judges, both of the supreme and in
ferior Courts" shall hold their Offices during good Behaviour, and shall 
at stated Times, receive for their Services, a Compensation, which shall 
!lot be diminished during their Continuance in Office. (a) 

SECTION II. 

I. The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law and Equity, 
arising under this Constitution, the Laws of the United States, and 
Treaties made, or which shall be made, under their Authority; (b)
to all Cases af(ecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers ancI Consuls; 
-to all Cases of admiralty ancI maritime Jurisdiction (c) -to Contro
versies. 

180 U. S., 371; 182 U. S., I; 183 U. S., J76; 213 U. S., 138; 224 U. S., 
583; 2 Brockenb., C. C. R, 96. 

(a) 2 Dall., 419; I Cr., 299; 5 Cr., lIS; 6 Cr., 264; I Wh., 304; 9 
vVh., 738; 9 How., 235; 17 How., 525; 18 How., 272; I VVaIL. 243; 98 U. 
S., 602; I03 U. S., 168, 192; 147 U. S., ISO; 194 U. So, 279; 195 U. S., 
165; 202 U. S., 401; 203 U. S., 449; 206 U. S., 46, 333, 536; 217 U. S., 
509; 2[9 U. S., 346. 

(b) 3 Cr., 159; 5 Cr., 344; I Vlh., 304; 9 Vlh., 738; 6 Pet., SIS, 
691; 9 Pet, 224; 13 How., 40; 14 How., I03; gil U. S., 602; 100 U. S.,264, 
3IO, 318, 341, 374; 101 U. S., 30; ro4 U. S., 603; ro5 U. S., 647; ro6 U. 
S., 95, 204, 276, 577, 616; 109 U. S., 43S; lI8 U. S., I09; 119 U. S., 473; 
121 U. S., 186; 128 U. S., 1,32; 135 U. S., I; 146 U. S., I; 154 U. S., 447; 
173 U. S., 592 ; 174 U. S., 168; 175 U. S., 423; J76 U. S., I; 177 U. S., 
404; 178 U. S., 436; 179 U. S., 126,593; 180 U. S., 371,402; 185 U. S., 
65, II 2, 148, 172, 182, 487; 187 U. S .. 447; IS8 U. S., 4IO; 203 U. S., 449; 
206 U. S., 46; 208 U. S., 393; 195 U. S., 165; 204 U. S., 35; 219 V. S., 
346; 86 j'vIe., 57. 

(c) 207 U. S., 398. 
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CONSTl'ruTION OF THE UNITED STA'rES. 

to which the United States shall be a Party;-to Controversies behveet. 
two or more States;-(a) between 0 State and CitizeJ/s of oJ/other 
State ;-between Citizens of different States,-between Citizens of the 
same State claiming Lands under Grants of different States, and between 
a State, or the Citizens thereof, and foreign States, Citizens or Sub-. 
jects. (b) 

2. In all Cases affectin g Ambassadors, other public Ministers and 
Consuls, and those in which a State shall be Party, the supreme Court 
shall have original' Jurisdiction. (c) In all the other Cases before 
mentioned, the supreme Court shall have appellate Jurisdiction, both as 
to Law and Fact, with such Exceptions, and under 'such Regulations as 
the Congress shall make. (d) 

3. The Trial of all Crimes, excepl in Cases of Impeachment, shall be 
by Jury; and such Trial shall be held in the State where the said Crimes 
shall have been committed; ( e) but when not committed within any 
State, the Trial shall be at such Place or Places as the Congress may by 
Law have directed. 

(a) 3 Dall., 6, 19, 297, 4II; 4 Cr, 2.~1: 7 Cr., 32, ro8, II2; I 'Vh., 
304; 3 Wh ,.336 ; 7 Wh., 38: I I vVh., 4fi7; I Pet., 5II : 5 Pet., 284; 7 Pet., 
276; 8 Pet., 312; 12 Pet., 657; 3 How., 236; 5 How., 441; 12 How., 443, 
466; 17 How., 284; 18 How., 71, 272; 20 How., 558; 23 How., 491; 24 
How., 66; I Black, 522, 574; 4 vVall., 411, 475, 555; I I ,Vall., I, 39; 21 
Wall., 558; ro4 U. S., SI6, 520, 521; lOS U. S., 62S; ro8 U. S., 76; II4 
U. S., 355; 141 u. S., I; 143 U. S., 621; 148 U. S., 303; 174 u. S., 196;; 
185 U. S., 373; 192 U. S., 236; 203 U. S., 449; 219 U. S., 346; 2 Gall., C. 
C. R., 398. 

(b) 2 Dall., 409, 419; 3 Dall., 6, 297, 378; 4 Dall., 12; 2 Cr., 444; 3 
Cr., 159,267; 4 Cr., 75, 241; 5 Cr., 61, 303, 344; 6 Cr" 307: 9 Cr., 292; I 
Wh., 304; 2 Wh., 377; 3 Wh., 336; 6 Wh., 264; 7 ,iVh., 38) I64; 9 Wh., 
738; I Pet., 5II ; 2 Pet., 136; 5 Pet., I; 6 Pet., 41, 691; 7 Pet., 276, 413; 8 
Pet., II2; 9 Pet., 224; 13 Pet., 5 I9; 14 Pet., 60, 67; 16 Pet., 539; 2 How., 
497; 7 How., I; 8 How., 441; 13 How., 268,518; 16 How., 314; 18 How., 
76; 19 How., 393; 20 How., 170, 558; 21 How., 481; I Black, 286; I 
Wall., 243; 4 Wall., 2; 5 Wall., 720; 6 Wall., 50; 7 Wall., 425,571; 8 
Wall., 85; 10 Wall., 553; II Wall., 172 ; 13 Wall., 270,397, S81; 16 Wall., 
203; 18 VII all., 553; 20 Wall., 445; 21 V/ all., 41; 92 U. S., 1O; 94 U. S., 
445, 538 ; ro4 U. S., 12, 2ro, 24S, 409, 459; lOS U. S., 4, 180, 577; ro6 U. 
S., 104, 120, 193, 395; I II U. S., 252; II8 U. S., 375; 127 U. S., 265; 161 
U. S., 545; 170 U. S., 5II; 183 U. S., 185; 184 U. S., 608, 676; 185 U. S., 
45, 54; 187 U. S., 585; 189 U. S., 25; 196 U. S., 239; 202 U. S., 60; 203 U. 
S., 449; 209U. S., 490; 210 U. S., 230; 219 U. S., 346; 80 .lvle., 523. 

(c) 2 Dall., 419; 3 Dall., 41 I; I Cr., 137; 7 '~Th., 38; 9 Vlh., 819; II 
"Vh., 467; 3 Pet., 193; 5 Pet., 284; 7 Pet., 627; 12 Pet., 657; 24 How., 66; 
I Wall., 243; 10 Wall., 553; III u. S., 449; 127 U. S., 265; 206 U. S., 
230; 220 U. S., 277. 

(d) 2 Dall., 419; 3 Dall., 321; I Cr., 137; 3 Cr., 159, 268: 4 Cr., 75; 
.5 Cr., 344; 6 Cr., 307; 7 Cr., roS; IV/h., 304; 2 Wh., 363, 369; 3 Wh., 
246, 433; 4 VVh, 31 I; 6 Wh., 264, 448; 7 Vlh., 38, 164, 534; 8 Wh., 312 ; 9 
Wh., 738; 10 'Vh., I, 51; II 'vVh., 467; 12 vVh., II7, 129; 2 Pet., 449; 3 
Pet., 193; 5 Pet., I, 190; 8 Pet., 312; 12 Pet., 488, 657; 13 How., 518; 14 
How., 103; 21 How., 481,506; I ,Vall., 243; 2 ,Vall., 160; 6 ,Vall., 318 ; 7 
Wall., 506, 571; 8 Wall., 85, 307; 9 Wall., 274; ro ,Vall., 553; 13 Wall., 
270; 20 \'Vall., 590; 100 U. S., 341,374; 104 U. S., 427, 771; 105 U. S., 
233,235, 384; ro6 U. S., 97, 375; 21O U. S., 2S1; 228 U. S., 364. 

(e) 4 Wall., 2; 98 U. S., 569, 602; I27LJ. S., 540; 134 U. S., 31 ; 195 
U. S., '65, 138; 196 U. S., 283; 198 U. S., 253; 199 U. S., 212; 202 U. S., 
344; 205 U. S., 20; 209 U. S., 56; 216 U. S., 177, 462; 225 U. S., 347. 
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SeCl'JON III. 

1. Treason against the lJnitec1 St'ltes, shall consist only in levying 
YVar against them, or in adhering to their Enemies, giving them Aid and 
Comfort. :1'<0 Person shall be convicted of Treason unless on the Testi
mony of two Vvitnesses to the same overt Act, or on Confession in open 
Court. 

" The Congress shall have Power to declare the Punishment of 
Treason, but no Attainder of Treason shall work Corruption of Blood, 
or Forfeiture except during the Life of the Person attainted. 

ARTICLE IV. 

SEC'I'ION I. 

Full Faith and Credit shall be given in each State to the public Acts, 
Records, and judicial Proceedings of every other State. And the Con
gress may by general Laws prescribe the ]vlanner in which such Acts, 
Records and Proceedings shall be proved, and the Effect thereof. (a) 

SECTION II. 

1. The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to all Privileges and 
I m!1lunities of Citizens in the several States. (b) 

2. A person charged in any State with Treason, Felony, or other 
Crime, who shall flee from Justice, and be found in another State, shall 
on Demand of the executive Authority of the State from which he fled, 
be delivered up to be removed to the State having Jurisdiction of the 
Crime. (c) 

(a) 7 Cr., 481; 3 \\Th., 234; 6 Wh., 129; lO Wh., 46.=;: I I Wh., 392 ; 9 
Pet., 86; 13 Pet., 312, SI9; 9 How., 522; II How., 165; 5 \Vall., 290 ; 7 
W81l., 139; 8 Wall., 168; 17 Wall., 52I: 18 Wall., 457; 104 U. S., 568, 
594; lOS U. S., 669; T07 U. S., 3: lO9 U. S., 608.: 116 U. S., I: 119 U. S., 
615; 121 U. S., 325; 127 U. S., 265; 133 U. S., 107; [40 U. S., 254; 146 
U. S., 657; 160 U. S., 531; 180 U. S., 506; IS5 U. S., 114,364; 187 U. S., 
308, 4<)1; 188U. S., Lj., 189, 291, 567; 189 U. S., 122, 335; 191 U. S., 373; 
192 U. S., 29, 125; 194 U. S., 48; 195 U. S., 257; 196 U. S., 458; 198 U. 
S., 144,215,317; 200 U. S., 176; 201 U. S., 562; 202 U. S., S84; 203 U. 
S., Iu6; 204 U. S., 8, 89; 205 U. S., 141; 207 U. S., 43: 2TO U. S., 82, 230; 
212 U. S., 477; 213 U. S., 55; 214 U. S., II); 215 U. S., I, 203; 216 U. S., 
31\6; 218 U. S., I, 36, 573; 219 U. S., 92; 221 U. S., 408; 223 U. S., 185; 
224 U. S., 243; 225 U. S., III, 246; 226 U. S., 551, 590; 228 U. S., 346, 
SS'); 229 TJ. S., 5II ; I Caines, 460; 9 Mass., 462; 17 !I·lass., 521; 4 :Metc., 
333; 10'111 e., 283; 53 Me., 347; 60 Me., 548; 78 Me., 293; 94 Me., 50S; 106 
"vIe., 48S; I lO Me., 472. 

(b) 5 Cr., 61; 6 Pet., 761; 12 Pet., 657; 13 Pet., 519; 14 How., 13; IS 
How., S()I; 19 How., 393; 6 \Vall., 35; 8\\T all., 123, 168; 10 ·Wall., 173, 
566 ; 12 Wall., 418; 16 V\Tall., 36.130; 93 U. S., 72 ; 94 U. S., 391; 96 U. 
S., r;6; 100 U. S., 437, 499; lOS U. S., 30; 106 U. S., 643; 119 U. S., IIO; 

125 U. S., lSI; 129 U. S., 217; 133 U. S., 107; 13S U. S., 492; 136 U. S., 
JI4; 172 U. S., 239; 176 U. S., 59; 178 U. S., 289; IS3 U. S., 300; 187 U. 
S., 540, 547; IS7 U. S., 137; 18S G. S., 321; 191 U. S., 373; 207 U. S., 
142 ; 216 U. S., 1; 227 U.S., 308, 326, 333, 340; 84 Me., 444; 6 Pick., 89. 

(c) 14 Pet., 540; 24 How., 66; 16 Wall., 366; III U. S., 624; 114 U. 
S., 642; 116 U. S., So; 14S U. S., 537; IS8 U. S., 691; 196 U. S., 364; 197 
U. S., 324; 203 U. S., 192. 222; 207 U. S., 100; 208 U. S .. 386; 2lO U. S., 
387; 211 U. S., 468; 221 U. S., 280: 5 Metc., 536; 105 Me., 46. 

Definition of 
treason. 
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2 Dall., 335, 348. 
4 Cr., 75, 46D. 

-proof. 

Puuishulent. 
D Wall., 339. 
18 ,Vall., 156, 163, 
92 U. S., 202. 
145 U. S., 54 G. 
1-16 U. S., 338. 

Mutual credit 
to be given 
public acts of 
States. . 
-mode of 
proving. 

Reciprocal 
righ t of citi
zenship. 

Fngitives 
from justice. 
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Fugitives 
froll1 service 
or labor. 

(See Amend
ment xiiL) 

Admission of 
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Po,ver of con
gress over ter
ritory and 
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of the United 
States. 

Obligation of 
the United 
States to 
protect the 
several 
States. 

How the consti
tution may be 
amended. 

( Obsolete.) 

-proviso. 

Debts of the 
confederation 
are assulned. 
214 U. S., 71. 
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3. No Person held to Service or Labour in one State, under the Laws 
thereof, escaping into another, shall, in Consequence of any Law or Reg
ulation therein, be discharged frOUl such Service or Labour, but shall be 
delivered up 011 Claim of the Party to whom such Service 01' Labour 
may be due. (a) 

SECTION III. 

I. New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union; bur 
no new State shall be formed or erected within the Jurisdiction of any 
other State; nor any State be formed by the Junction of two or more 
States, or Parts of States, without the Consent of the Legislatures of the 
States concerned as well as of the Congress. (b) 

2. The Congress shall have Power to dispose of and make all need
ful Rules and Regulations respecting the Territory 01' other Property be
longing to the United States; and nothing in this Constitution shall be 
so construed as to Prejudice any Claims of the United States, 01' of any 
particular State. (c) 

SeC'L'ION IV. 

The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a 
Republican Form of Government, and shall protect each of them against 
In I'asion; and on Application of the Legislature, or of the Executive 
(when the Legislature cannot be convened) against domestic Vio
lence. (d) 

ARTICLE V. 

The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deem it nec
essary, shall propose Amendments to this Constituti01;, 01', on the Appli
cation of the Legislatures of two thirds of the several States, shall call 
a Convention for proposing Amendments, which, in either Case, shall be 
valid to all Intents and Purposes, as Part of this Constitution, when rati
fied by the Legislatures of three fourths of the several States, 01' by Con
vention in three fourths thereof, as the one 01' the other Mode of Rati
fication may be proposed by the Congress; Provided that no Amelldlllellt 
which may be made prior to the Year 011(' thollsalld eight hundred alld 
eight shall in auy llfallller alfect the first alld fOllrth Clallses ill the Nillth 

ARTICLE VI. 

I. All Debts contracted and Engagements entered into, before the 
Adoption of this Constitution, shall be as valid against the United States 
uncler this Constitution, as under the Confederation. 

(a) 16 Pet., 539; 5 How., 215; 10 How., 82; 14 How., 13; 19 How., 
393; 21 How., 506; 215 U. S., 63; I ';Vash. C. C. R, 499; 2 Pick., II. 

(b) I Pet., 5rr; 3 How., 212; 16 How., 164; II ~WaIL, 39; 187 U. S., 
87; 192 U. S., 573; 221 U. S., 5.59. 

(c) 4 Wh., 316; I Pet., 511; 14 Pet., 526; 4 How., 567; 16 How., 164; 
18 How., roo; 19 How., 393; 13 WalL, 92,434; 16 '''TalL, 535; 101 U. S., 
132; lI4 U. S., IS; lI8 U. S., 375; 136 U. S., I; 141 U. S., 174; 158 U. S., 
41; 190 U. S., 452; 195 U. S., 138; 196 U. S., 119; 197 U. S., 516; 202 U. 
S., I; 206 U. S., 46; 215 U. S., 278; 220 U. S., 523; 221 US., 559; 223 
U. S., 151. . 

(d) 7 How., I; 7 WaIL, 700; 166 U. S., 506; 178 U. S., 548; 199 U. 
S., 233, 437; 204 U. S., 85; 213 U. S., 175; 223 U.S., 118, 151; 229 U. S., 
123; 54 1\1 e., 544; 56 jVIe., 276. 
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Section of the first Article; and that 110 State, without its Consent, shall 
be deprived of its equal Suffrage in the Senate. 

2. This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall 
11(' made in Pursuance thereof; and all Treaties made, or which shall be 
made, under th(' Authority of the United States, shall be the supreme 
Law of the Land; and the Judges in every State shall be bound thereby, 
any Thing in the Constitution or Laws of any State to the Contrary not
withstanding. (a) 

3. The Senators and Representatives 1)('fore mentioned, and the M('m
bers of the several State Legislatures, and all executive and ,iudicial Of
ficers, both of the United States and of the several States, shall be bound 
by Oath or Affirmation, to support lhis Constitution; but no religious' 
Test shall ever be required as a Qualification to any Office or public 
Trnst under the United States. 

ARTICLE VII. 

The Ratification of the Conventions of nine States, shall be sufficient 
for the Establishment of this Constitution between the States so ratify
ing the Same. 

DONE in Convention by the Unanimolls Consent of the States present 
the Seventeenth Day of September in the Year of our Lord one 
thousand'seveil hundred and Eighty seven, and of the Independ-
ance of the United States of America the Twelfth In Witness 
\\'hereof \~r e have hereunto subscribed our Names, 

JOHN LANGDON 

NATHANIEL GORHAM 

\;V ill. SA1IIL. JOHNSON 

\~TIL: LIVINGS'rON 
DAVID BREARLEY 

B. FRANKI.IN 
THOMAS :MIFFLIN 
ROB!'. MORRIS 
GEo. CLYiHER 

Go: \V ASHING'rOI\
Prcsidt. alld Depllty from Virgillia 

New Hampsizire. 
NICHOl,AS GILMAN 

ill assacllllsett s. 
RUFUS KII\G 

COllllecticut. 
ROGeR SHERMAN 

New York. 

New Jersev. 
\~Tj\[: PA'rERsoN 
JONA: DAY'I'ON 

Pellllsylvallia. 
THOS. FITZSI1lIONS 
JARED INGERSOLL 
JAMES \'V ILSON 
Gouv MORRIS 

(a) 2 Dall., 409; 3 Dall., 199, 386; I Cr., 137; I Wh., 304; 2 Wh., 
259; 4 Wh., 316; 6 Wh., 264, 381; 8 "Vh., 464; 9 Wh., I, 210; 2 Pet., 253, 
586; 6 Pet., SIS; 14 How., 38; 18 How., 331; 21 How., 366, 506; 22 How., 
227, 244; 9 \Vall., 32 ; 93 U. S., 80; 96 U. S., 8; 97 U. S., 45'); 100 U. S., 
263,310,318,348,371; 104 U. S .. 50; lI2 U. S., 580; 130 U. S., 581; 143 
U. S., 570; 158 U. S., 564; 182 U.S., I; 199 U. S., 437; 223 U. S., IJ8; 
224 U. S., 583: I Pet., C. C. R, 390; I Wash., C. C. R, '322; 56 j'vIe., 276. 
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CEO: READ 

GUNNING BEDFORD JUN 

JOHN DICKINSON 

J ANIES McHENRY 

Delaware. 
RICHARD BASSETT 

JACO; BROOM 

Maryland. 
DANL. CARROI,L 

DAN OF ST THOIlIAS JENIFFR 

Virgillia. 
JCHN BLAIR- JAMES MADISON JR. 

North Carolilla. 
\~r lII.BI,OUNT Hu \VILLIAMSON 

RICHD DOBBS SPAIGH'l' 

SOllth Carolina. 
T. RU'rLEDGE 

CHARI,ES COTESWOR'l'H PINCKNEY 

CHARLES PINCKNEY 

PIERCE BU'l'LER 

Georgia. 
AnR BALDWIN \VILLIAM FEW 

Attest WILLIAM JACKSON Secretary 

The Constitution was adopted September 17, 17R7, by the Convention 
,.ppointcd in pursuance of the resolution of the Congress of the Confed
eration passed February 21, 1787. 

The Congress, September 28, 1787, directed the Constitution to "be 
transmitted to the several Legislatures in order to be submitted to a con
vention of delegates chosen in each State by the people thereof, in con
formity to the resolves of the Convention." By the votes of nine States 
represented in the Congress, it was declared, September 13, 1788, that 
tbe Constitution had been duly ratified by the Conventions of eleven 
States, as follows, viz;-

(First.) -Delaware, December 7, 178? 
(Second.) - Pennsylvania, December 12, " 
(Third.) - New Jersey, December 18, 
(Fot11,th.) -Georgia, .hl11uary 2, 1788. 
(Fi fth,) -C:onnecticat, J c.lluary 9, " 
(Sixth.) -J'-'iassachusetts, February 6 
(Seventh.) -~'Iaryland, April 28, 
(Eighth.) ~-South Carolina, Iday 23, 
(Ninth.) -New Hampshire, June 21, 
~ Tenth.) - Virginia, J llne 26, 
(Eleventh.) -N ew York, July 26, 

and March 4, 171)9, was. designated as the time for commcncing the op
erations of Government under the new Constitution. 

George vVashington having been unanimously chosen President of the 
United States, was inaugurated at New York, April 30, 1789, and the 
present government put into full operation. 

Aftl!rwards, the Constitution was ratified by 
two original States, as follows, viz.;-

(Twelfth.) -N orth Carolina, 
(Thirteenth.) -Rhode 1 slancl, 

Conventions in the other 

Noyember 21, 1789. 
IvJ <,)' 29, 1790 . 

Since that time, thirty-five new States 
Union, as follows, viz. ;-

have been admitted into the 

(F ourteenth.) - Vermont, 
(Fifteenth.) -Kentucky, 

WI arch 
Tune 

4, 1791. 
I, 1792. 
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( Sixteenth.) - - Tennessee, June I, 1796. 
(Seventeenth. ) -Ohio, April 30, 1802. 
(Eighteenth. ) -Louisiana, April 30, 1812. 
(N ineteenth.) -Indiana, December I I, 1816. 
( Twentieth,) -lHississippi, December 10, 1817. 
(Twenty-first) --Illinois, December 3, ISI8. 
(Twenty-second. ) -Alabama, December 14, 1819. 
(Twenty-third. ) -Maine, j'vlarch IS, 1820. 
(Twenty-fourth. ) -J'Vlissouri, August 10, J821. 
(Twenty-fifth. ) -Arkansas, June 23, 1836. 
(Twenty-sixth. ) -Michigan, J annary 26, 1837. 
(Twenty-seventh. ) -Florida, March 3, 1845. 
(Twenty-eighth. ) -Texas, December 29, 1845. 
(Twenty-ninth. ) -Iowa, December 28, 1846. 
(Thirtieth. ) - \Visconsin, May 29, 1848. 
(Thi rty-first.) -California, September 9, 1850. 
( Thirty-second.) ~}\1innesota, ,Mc:y I J, 1858. 
(Thirty-third. ) --Oregon, February 14, 1859. 
(Thirty-fpurth. ) -Kansas, January 29, 1861. 
(Thirty-fifth. ) -West Virginia, June 19, 1863. 
(Thirty-sixth. ) --N nada, October 31, 1864. 
(Thirty-seventh. ) -Nebraska, 1larch I, 1867. 
(Thirty-eighth. ) -Colorado, August I, 1876. 
(Thirty-ninth. ) -North Dakota, November 2, 1889. 
(Fortieth.) -South Dakota, November 2, 1889. 
(Forty-first. ) -..\{ontana, November 8, 1889. 
(Forty-second. ) - \V aslJington, November I I, 1889. 
(Forty-third. ) -Idaho, July 3, 1890. 
(Forty-fourth. ) '-\Vyoming, July 10, 1890 . 

(Forty-fifth. ) -Utah, January 4, 1896. 
(Forty-sixth. ) -Oklahoma, November 16, 190 7. 
(Forty-seventh. ) -N ew J\'[exico, January. 6, 1912. 
(Forty-eighth. ) -Arizona, February 14, 1912. 
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CONSTrTU'nON 01' THE U"I'IJ,'l 5T-\1"l·;:-;. 

ARTICLES 
IN ADDITION TO, AND AMENDMENT OF, 

THE CONSTITUTION 
of THE 

UNITED STA'rES OF AMERICA 
PRoposED BY CONGRJ>SS, AND RA'l'IFntD BY THJt LEGISI,ATURJtS OF THE 

SEYI!RAL S'l'ATJtS PURSUAl\T 'ro THe FrFTH ARTICU: OF'THE 

ORIGIN AI, CONSTITUTION. 

ARTICLE 1. 
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 

prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech. or of the press; or the right of'the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances. (a) 

ARTICLE II. 
A well regnlated ,Militia, being necessary to the security of a free 

StJte, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be in-

fring·eel. (b) 

ARTICLE III. 
1\ 0 Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without 

the consent of the Owner, nor in tillle of war, but in a manner to be pre
scribed by law. (c) 

ARTICLE IV. 
The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, 

and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be vio
lated, and no \i\! arrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by 
Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, 
and the persons or things to be seized. (d) 

(a) 9 Cr., 43; 2 How., 127; 4 Wall., 333; 92 U. S., 542; 98 U. S., 
145; I06 U. S., 376; 133 U. S., 333; 143 U. S., 110; 194 U. S., 445, 279; 
199 U. S., 372; 205 U. S., 454; 2IO U. S., 50; 2II U. S., 78; 229 U. S., 
288. 

(b) rr6 U. S., 252; 153 U. S., 535; 194 U. S., 445.: 199 U. S., 372; 2II 
U. S., 78; 96 lVle., 233. 

(c) 194 U. S., 445; 199 U. S., 372; 2II U. S., 78. 
(d) 3 Cl·., 448; 18 How., 71, 272; 4 Wall., 2; II6 U. S., 616; 153 U. 

S., 78, 535; 166 U. S., 661; 192 U. S., 585; H)4 U. S., 25, 445, 497; 199 U. 
S., 372; 201 U. S., 43, 92, II7, 284, 541; 2II U. S., 78; 212 U. S., 322; 21 3 
U. S., 103; 220 U. S., 107; 221 U. S., 361, 603, 612; 222 U. S., 274; 226 
U. S., 478; 96 Me., 233. 
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ARTICLE V. 
No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous 

crime, unless 011 a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in 
cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the .Militia, when in actual 
service in time of vVar or public danger; (n) nor shall any person be 
subject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; 
(b) nor shall be compelled in any Criminal Case to be a witness against 
himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process 
of law; (c) nor shall private property be taken for public use; without 
just compensation. (d) 

ARTICLE VI. 
In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a 

speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district 
wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have 
been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and 
cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against 
him; to have compulsory process for obtaining \~Titnesses in his favor, 
and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defence. (e) 

(n) 194 U. S., 73; 203 U. S., 96; 221 U. S., 325. 
(b) 9 Wh., 579; 5 How., 410 ; 14 How., 13; 20 How., 65; 18 WalL, 

163; II4 U. S., 417, 429; II7 U. S., 348; 121 U. S., I, 281; 142 u. S., 148; 
155 U. S., 271 ; 158 U. S., 109; 163 U. S., 376; 166 U. S., 661; 183 U. S., 
365; 195 U. S., 100; 199 U. S., 531; 202 U. S., 344; 204 u. S., 470; 206 
U.S., 333; 207 U. S., II3, 120, 188; 217 U. S., 284, 423; 218 U. S., 245; 
220 U. S., 107, 338; 221 U. S., 274, 361, 394, 603, 612; 222 U.S., 139; 223 
U. S., 303; 224 U. S., 616; 226 U. S., I; 227 U. S., 131, 592; 228 U. S., 
457; 4 Wash., C. C. R., 402; 2 SUl11n., C. C. R., 19; 84 Me., 272; 96 Me., 
233· 

(e) 9 "'"h., 579; 2 Pet., 380, 627; 18 How., 272; 19 How., 393; 4 
WalL, 2; 7 WalL, 321; 8 \ValL, 603; II Wall., 268; 12 WalL, 457; 13 
Wall., 654; 95 U. S., 296; 96 U. S., 529; 99 U. S., 718; 101 U. S., 30; 102 
U. S., 593; 103 U. S., 182; I04U. S., 79; 107 U. S., 265; 1I0 u. S., 97; 
IT6 U. S., 616; 128 u. S., 96; 129 U. S., 470; 134 U. S., 31; 142 U. S., 
547; 149 U. S., 698; 161 U. S., 591; 163 U. S., 228; 168 U. S., 532; 174 
U. S., 445; 183 U. S., 238; 185 U. S., 108, 505; 187 U. S .. 553; 189 U. S., 
86; 190 U. S., 197; 191 u. S., 310; 192 U. S., 108, 585; 194 U. S., 25, 279, 
443, 497, 553; 195 u. S., 27, 276, 540; 196 U. S., 276; 197 U. S., 516; 198 
U. S., 253; 199 U. S., 182, 274, 372, 401, 437; 200 U. S., 164; 20I U. S., 
43, 90, 92, 117; 202 u. S., 150; 203 U. S., 544; 205 U. S., 483; 206 U. S., 
246; 207 U. S., 161, 284, 463, 541; 208 U. S., 161; 2 II" U. S., 78, 149; 212 
U. S., 322; 21 3 U. S., 103, 135, 366 ;214 U. S., 320; 217 U. S, II4; 218 U. 
S., 272, 302, 336; 219 U. S., 186, 210, 296; 220 U. S., 107; 221 U. S., 547; 
222 u. S., 204; 223 u. S., I ; 224 U. S., 603, 665, 679, 680; 225 U. S., 460; 
226 U. S., 272, 478; 227 U. S., 303; 228 U. S., 549; 229 U. S., 288; 230 
U. S., 139, 267; 65 IVle., 242. 

(d) 7 Pet., 243; 6 How., 507; 13 How., lIS; 20 How., 84; 2 Black, 
5IO; 13 Wall., 166; 91 u. S., 367; 97 U. S., 32; 101 U. S., 343; 105 U. S., 
484; 106 U. S., 218, 228; 109 U. S., 513; 135 U. S., 64 I; 137 U. S., 342; 
139 U. S., 651 ; 147 U. S., 282, 490; 148 U. S., 312; 163 U. S.,228; 167 U. 
S., 548 ; 168 U. S., 61I; 179 U. S., 141 ; 188 U. S., 445, 491; 192 U. S., 
21 7; 193 U. S., 53, 189; 197 u. S., 299; 204 U. S., 364; 206 U. S., 370; 212 
U. S., 297; 216 U. S., 177; 217 U. S., 333; 218 U. S., 88, II3, 302, 322; 
21 9 U. S., 180, 467; 221 U. S., 194; 223 U. S., 390, 605; 224 U. S., 309; 
229 u. S., 53, 82; 230 U. S., I, 24. 

(e) I Wh., 415; 7 vVh., 38; 7 Pet., 142,243; 5 How., 410; 20 How .. 
84; 4 Wall., 2; 7 Wall., 321; II Wall., 268; 17 \Vall., 168; 92 U. S., 542; 
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Of trial by 
jury in civil 
actions. 

Of bail. Of 
fines and pun
islnnents. 

Rig'hts re
tained by the 
people. 

PO\V81'S re
served to the 
Sta tes and to 
the people. 
3 ,VasIl., C. C. 
R .. 313. 

United states 
courts have no 
jurisdiction of 
suits by indi
vic1 uals ag'ainst 
a State. 
(See art. iii, 
§ 2, U 1 of the 
constitution. ) 

CONSTITuTION OF TH.u: UNI1'.u:D STA'l'.u:S. 

ARTICLE vn. 
In suits at com1110n law, where the value in controversy shall exce'eel' 

twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact 
tried by a jury shall be otherwise re-examined in, any Court of the 
United States, than according to the rules of the common law. (a) 

ARTICLE VIII. 
Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, n01-

cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. (b) 

ARTICLE IX. 
The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be 

construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people. (c) 

ARTICLE X. 
The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor 

prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or 
to the people. (d) 

[The first ten amendments were proposed to the Legislatures of the several 
States at the first session of the first Congress held under the Constitution, 
by a concurrent Resolution of September 25, 1 nu, and had been ratified by 
eleven States, the number required by Article V of the original Constitution, 
Decerr.ber 15, 17Ul.] 

ARTICLE XI. 
The Judicial power of the United States shall not be construed tQ ex

tend to any suit in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted against one 

98 U. S., 154; 100 U. S., 305, 320, 348; 123 U. S., 131; 124 U. S., 200, 
394; 127 U. S., 540; 138 U. S., 157; 139 U. S., 651; 140 U. S., 453; 156 
U. S., 237; 161 U. S., 29; 161 U. S., 475; 170 u. S., 343; 174 U. S., 47; 
178 U. S., 458; 190 U. S., 197; 194 U. S., 161, 258, 279, 445; 195 U. S., 
65, 138; 196 U. S., 283; 197 U. S., 516; 198 U. S., 416; 199 U. S., 372 ; 
200 U. S., 164; 202 U. S., 344; 204 U. S., 470; 205 U. S., 20; 207 U. S., 
463; 208 U. S., 481; 209 u. S., 56; 210 U. S., 246; 2II U. S., 78; 213 U. 
S., 103; 216 U. S., 177, 462; 221 U. S.,325, 361; 223 U. S., 151, 442; 225 
U. S., 347, 392, 405; 226 U. S., 272; 227 U. S., 427; 96 Me., 233. 

(a) 2 Dall., 419; 3 Dall., 297; I Wh., 304;.4 \Vh., 235; 6 \lVh., 204, 
264; 9 \lVh., 738; 2 Pet., 525, 586; 3 Pet., 433; 7 Pet., 469; II How., 437; 
13 How., 518; 21 How., 506; 9 \Vall., 274; 21 \Vall., 532; 93 U. S., 130; 
95 U. S., 296; 102 U. S., 439; 104 U. S., T33; 106 U. S., 218, 228; II3 U. 
S., 316; 130 U. S'I 69; 134 U. S., 31; 140 U. S., 106; 149 U. S., 451; 166 
U. S., 226, 464, 707; 170 u. S., 343; 173 u. S., 528; 174 U. S., I; 177 U. 
S., 349; 194 U. S., 445; If)7 U. S., 516; 199 U. S., 372; 203 U. S., 64; 207 
U. S., 463; 210 U. S., 246; 21 I U. S., 78; 220 U. S., 191; 22,) U. S., 172; 
228 U. S., 364; 230 U. S. 267; I Gal1., C. C. R, 19; 14 'Mass., 412; 65 
:i'l'Ie., 134; 80 rl'Ie., 60; 86 :Me .. 58. 

(b) 5 \'Vall., 475; 136 U. S., 436; 142 U. S., ISS; 144 U. S., 323; 149 
u: S., 698; 191 U. S., 126; 194 U. S., 445; 199 U. S., 372; 208 U. S., 481 ; 
2II U. S., 78; 212 U. S., 86; 217 U. S., 349. 

(c) 7 Pet., 469; 148 U. S., 657; 199 U. S., 372; 2II U. S., 78; 227 U. 
S., 308, 326, 333, 340 ; 56 ,Me., 276. 

(d) 2 Dall., 419; 3 Dall., 378; I Wh., 304; 4 \Vh., 316; 6 \Vh., 204, 
264: 9 Wh., 738; 2 Pet., 586; I I Pet., 257; 21 How., 506; I I \~T all., II3; 
91 U. S., 275; 93 u. S., 130; 94 U. S., 238; 100 U. S., 266, 318, 345; 101 
U. S., 820; 103 U. S., 182; 123 U. S., 131; 142 U. S., 161; 188 U. S., 321 ; 
193 U. S., 197; 194 U. S., 279; 195 u. S., 27; 199 U. S., 372; 203 U. S" 
I; 206 U, S" 46; 2Il U, S" 78; 213 U. S" 138; 220 U, S" 107; 227 U, S., 

'308, 326, 333, 340 ; 65 Me" 557, 



CONSTITU'£ION OF THE UN1'£ED STA'l'ES. 

of the United States by Citizens of another State, 01' by Citizens or Sub
jects of any Foreign State. (a) 

[The eleventh amendment was proposed at the second session of the third 
Congress, September 5, 1794, and in a message of .President Adams to Con
gress dated January 8, 17 !l8, was upclared to have been ratified by the Legis
latures of .three fourths of the States.] 

ARTICLE XII. 

The Electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote by ballot 
for President and Vice-President, one of whom, at least, shall not be an 
inhabitant of the same state with themselves; they shall name in their 
ballots the person voted for as President, and in distinct ballots the per
son voted for as Vice-President, and they shall make distinct lists of all 
persons voted for as President, and of all persons voted for as Vice
President, and of the number of votes for each, which lists they shall 
sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the government pf 
the United States, directed to the President of the Senate ;-The Presi
dent of the Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate and House of 
Representatives, open all the certificates and the votes shall then be 
counted ;-The person having the greatest number of votes for Presi
dent, shall be the President, if such number be a majority of the whole 
number of Electors appointed; and if no person have such majority, then 
from the persons having the highest numbers not exceeding three on the 
list of those voted for as President, the House of Representatives shall 
choose immediately, by ballot, the President. But in choosing the Pres
ident, the votes shall be taken by states, the representation from each 
state having' one vote; a quorum for this purpose shall consist of a mem
ber or members from two-thirds of the states, and a majority of all the 
states shall be necessary to a choice. And if the House of Representa
tives shall not choose a President whenever the right of choice shall de
volve upon them, before the fourth day of March next following, then 
the Vice-President shall act as President, as in the case of the death or 
other constitutional disability of the President. 

The person having the greatest number of votes as Vice-President, 
shall be the Vice-President, if such number he a majority of the whole 
number of Electors appointed, and if no person have a majority, then 
from the two highest numbers on the list, the Senate shall choose the 
Vice-President; a quorum for the purpose shall consist of two-thirds of 
the whole number of Senators, and a majority of the whole number shall 
be necessary to a choice. 

But no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of President shall 
be eligible to that of Vice-President of the United States. 

[The twelfth amendment was proposed at the first session of the eighth 
Congress, December 12, 1803, in lieu of the original third .Paragraph of the 
first Section of the Second Article, and in a proclamation of the Secretary of 
State dated September 25, 1804 was declared to have been ratified by the Leg
islatures of three fourths of the States.J 

(a) 2 Dall., 402, 419; 3 Dall., 378; 6 Wh., 264; 9 Wh., 738, 904; I 

Pet., 110; 5 Pet., J; II Pet., 257; IS How., 304; 107 u. S., 7II; 108 U. 
S., 76, 436; 109 U. S., 446; II4 U. S., 269; II7 U. S., 52; 123 U. S., 443; 
133 U. S., 233, 529; 134 U. S., I, 22, 230; 140 U. So< I; 149 U. S., 164; 
154 U. S., 362; 165 U. S., S8; 167 U. S., 204; 169 U. S .. 466; 172 U. S., 
516; 176 U. S .. I; 178 U. S., 436 ;183 U. S., 53; 185 U. S., 373; 188 U. S., 
537: 192 U. S., 286; 193 U. S., 430 ; H)4 U. S., 590, 601: 196 U. S., 239 r 
197 U. S., 463; 200 u. S., 273; 202 U. S., 543; 203 U. S., 335; 206 U. S., 
46,290; 209 U. S., 123, 21T, 205,48]; 213 U. S., 151; 216, U. S., 146,165; 
218 U. S., 135; 220 u. S., 191, 210: 227 U. S., 278; 221 U. S., 636. 
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Slavery abol
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(See art. i, § 2, 
n 3, of the 
constitution; 
art. iv, § 2, If 3.) 
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congress to 
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article. 

,Vho are citi
zens of the 
United States, 
and of the 
several Sta teSt 
their privileges 
find inlllluni
ties. 

CONSTITUTION OF THE UNI'rED STATEs. 

ARTICLE XIII. 
SECnON 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a 

punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, 
shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their juris
diction. (a) 

SECfrON 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by ap
propriate legislation. 

[The thirteenth amendment was proposed at the second session of the 
thirty-eighth Congress, February I, H65, and in a proclamation of the Secre
tary of State dated December 18, 1865, was declarec1 to have been ratified by 
the Legislatures of twenty-seven of the thirty-six States.J 

ARTICLE XIV. 
SECTION 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and 

subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and 
of the State wherein they reside. (b) No State shall make or enforce 
any law which sh;[ll abridge the pri ,rileges or immunities of citizens of 
the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, 
or property, without due process of 'law; nor deny to any person within 
its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws. (c) 

(a) 19 How., 393; 13 "Vall., 646,654; 16 WaiL, 36; 100 U. S., 344: 
106 U. S., 640; 109 U. S., 3; 163 U. S., 537; 165 U. S., 275; 190 U. S., 
169; 193 U. S., lIS; 195 U. S., 100; 197 U. S., 207; 199 U. S., 521; 203 U. 
S., I; 205 U. S., 454; 21 I U. S., 452; 218 U. S., 71, 161; 219 U. S., 219. 

(b) 104 U.S., 12; 109 U. S., 3; 1I2 U. S., 94; 154 U. S., 1I6; 169 U. 
S., 649; 194 U. S., 377; 68 :Me., 592, 593; 91 Me., 431. 

(c) 12 How., 390; 6 Wall., 35; 8 Wall., 168; 12 ''VaiL, 418; 13 "VaiL, 
646, 654; 16 ~Wall., 36, 130; 18 ''Vall., 129; 21 Wall., 162; 92 U. S., 90, 
4ilo, 542; 94 U. S., 123; 100 U. S., 257, 305, 313, 344; 101 U. S., 30; 103 
U. S:, 380-393, 404-409; 104 Uo S., 79; 105 U. S., 170; 106 U. S., 584, 637: 
107 U. S., 1I0, 265; 108 U. S., 477; 109 U. S., 3, 285; IlO US., 516: III 

U. S., 7or; Il3 U. S., 9, 27, .506,703; 114 U. S., 606; lIS U. S., 321,512, 
61I, 620; 1I6 U. S., 252, 307; lI8 U. S., 109, 194, 356, 394; Il9 U. S., 110, 
286,566; 120 U. S., 68, 97, 678; 121 U. S., 282; 123 U. S., 623; 124 U. S., 
,194; 125 U. S., 181,345,680; 127 U. S., 58,205,210,678,699; 128 U. S., 
I, 96, 578; 129 U. S., 26, 114; 130 U. S., 559; 131 U. S., 405; 132 u. S., 
131,524; 133 U. S., 660; 134 U. So, 31, 232, 418, 467,594,614; 136 U. S., 
114,436; 137 U. So, 15,86,245,483,624,692: 138 U. S., 285: 139 U. So, 
462, 504, 621, 651: 140 U. S., 316, 334; 142 U. S., 79, 339, 386, 65 1 : 143 
U. S., 442, 452, 517; 145 U. S., 175, 454; 146 U. S., 162, 314; 147 U. S., 
147, 165: 148 U. S., 214, 657; 149 U. S., 30, 70,364,645,698; 151 U. S., 
137, 470, 556 ; 152 U. S., 133, 160, 377; 153 U. S., 380, 39 1, 535, 684; 
154 U. S., 34, 362, 421, 447; ISS U. S., 196; 156 U. S., 272, 478, 649; 157 
U. S., 219, 655; 159 U. S., 74, 103, 526, 660, 673; 160 U. S., 293, 389, 452. 
53 1 ; 161 U. S., 256; 162 U. S., 565; 163 U. S., 75, 81, 101, 376, 537; 164 
U. S., II2, 403, 578; 165 U. S., T, ISO, 180, 194, 304, 578, 628; 166 U. S., 
138, 171,226,427, 648, 685, 698; 167 U. S., 43, 409, 461; 168 U. S., 124, 
262, 398, 651, 674; 169 U. S., 421, 466, 557, 586, 606; 170 U. S., 57, 213, 
243, 283, 304; 171 U. S., 101, 380, 404, 437, 658; 172 U. S., 82', 239, 269, 
314, 474, 557; 173 U. S., 32, 84, 193, 404, 592, 684; 174 U. S., 96, 739; 175 
U. S., 172, 348, 396, 409, 528; 176 U. S., 83, II4, 126, 398, 550, 581; 177 
U. S., 133, ISS, 164, 183, 190, 230, 442, 584, 587; 178 U. S., 289, 321, 548 ; 
179 U. S. 89, 279, 328, 405 ;180 U. S., '3II, 452; 182 U. S., 427.: 183 U. So, 
13, 23, 79, 138, 144, 185, 238, 278, 300, 471, 503, 553, 559, 582, 589; 184 
Uo S., 61, II5, 329, 334, 425, 432, .540, 660; 185 U. S., 148, 203. 308, 336: 
186 U. S., 257, 380; 187 U. S., 51, 71, 133, ISS, 356, 540, 569, 606, 6II; 
188 U. S., 97, 189, 314, 321 , 385, 50S, .537, 730; 189 U. S., 64, 154, 255, 
301 , 426, 434, 475; 190 U. S., 127, 169; 191 U. S., 17, ISO, 165, 184, 207. 



CONS'fITUTION OF THE UNITED s'l'A'l'ES. 

SECfION 2. Representatives shall be apportioned among the several 
States according to their respective numbers, counting the whole num
ber of persons in each State, excluding r ndians not taxed. But when the 
right to yote at any election for the choice of electors for President and 
Vice-President of the United States, Representatives in Congress, the 
Executive and Judicial officers of a State, 01' the members of the Legisla
tnre thereof, is denied to any of the male inhabitants of such State, being 
twenty-one years of age, and citizens of the United States, or in any way 
abridged, except for participation in rebellion, or other crime, the basis 
of representation therein shall be reduced in the proportion which the 
nn:nber of such male citizens shall bear to the whole number of male 
citizens twenty-one years of age in such State. 

SEcnoN 3. No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Con
gress, or elector of President and Vice-President, or hold any office, civil 
or military, uncleI' the United States, or under any State, who, having 
previously taken an oath, as a member of Congress, or as an officer of 
the United States, or as a member of any State legislature, or as an ex
ecutive or judicial officer of any State, to support the, Constitntion of the 
United States, shall have engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the 
same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof. But Congress 
Illay by a vote of two-thirds of each House, remove such disability. 

3IG ; 192 U. S., 29, 201, 226, 470, 585; 193 U. S., 30, 53, 79, 146, 197, 416, 
430, 460, 490, 504, 532, 561, 621, 635; 194 U. S., 112, 136, 161, 258, 267, 
361,445,497,553,579,59°,618; 195 U. S., 1,27, 194 .. 223,257,276,332, 
35 1, 3<'33, 540 ; 196 U. S., 78, 239, 447, 406, 599, 61I; 197 U. S .. I I, 60, lIS, 
178, 197, 207, 299, 430, 453, 463, 544; 198 U. S., 45, 292, 341, 361 , 392, 
458, 500, 199 U. S., I, 48, 89, 182, 19-1-, 212, 233, 241, 274, 306, 325, 372, 
401 ,425, 473,552,593; 200 U. S., 22, 38.87, 164,226, 293, 316,527,561; 201 
U. S., I, 43, 123, 140, 245,319, 359, 506, 562, 633, 638; 202 U. S., 246, 275, 
446,473,543,584; 203 U. S., I, lSI, 183, 192,243,256,284,372,379,5°7, 
53 1 • 543, 553; 204 U. S., 8, 36, 116, 152, 241, 302, 31 I, 320, 359, 470, 585, 
659; 205 U. S., 34, 60, 93, 135, 170, 179, 225. 395, 454, 466; 206 U. S., 1. 

392, 536 ; 207 U. S., 20, 67, 73, 79, 127, 161, 25 1, 310, 338, 3.:;9, 463, 541; 
208 U. S., II3, 171, 226, 378. 412, 472, -181, 570, 583, 598; 209 U. S., 123, 
211,258,34°,349,414,419,467,473; 210 U. S., 177,187,266,324.373; 
21 I U. S., 31, 45, 78, 210, 249, 265, 306, 432, 446, 452, 477, 489, 526, 539; 
212 U. S., I, 19, 78, 86, 112, 132, 152,278,322,414, 566; 213 U. S., 86, 
J35, 151, 175,200,276; 214 U. S., 71, 91,138,179,386,497; 21 5 U. S., 70. 
278, 336 ; 2IG U. S., I, 56, 92, 122, 139, 206, 262, 285, 358, 396, 400, 517, 
579, 6°3; 217 U. S., 79, 114, 136, 18,), 196, 21 7, 349, 413, -'133, 443, 461 , 
563; 218 U. S., 36, 57 .. 71 , 161,173, 336, 400, 406,532,551,56,), ."9r, 624: 
21 9 U. S., 35, 4" 104, 1.31, 128, 140, 2 l<), 270, 285, 307, 453, 5.19, 575: 220 
U. S., 61, 107, 302, 462, 502; 221 U. S., 229, 346, 358, 408, 467, 524, 660; 
222 U. S., 1,28,63,225,251,313,380,415, 522, 523; 223 U. S., I, 59, lIS, 
151, 261, 288, 437, 468, 543, 655; 224 U. S., 148, 160, 270, 354, 503, 510, 
541, 558, 616; 225 U. S., 167, 264, 272, 430, 501, 540, 623; 226 U. S., 112, 
137, 157, 184, 192, 21 7, 260, 390, 447, 578; 227 U. S., 88, ISO, 27S. 303, 477, 
497; 228 U. S., I, 61, 70, 148, 278, 326, 346, 454, 559, 572, 596, 652, 680; 
229 U. S., 26, 39, 123, 322, 353, 363, 397, 476, 586; 230 U. S., 98, 340, 352, 
474,5 13,537; 60 Me., 508; 6211k, 36; 65 Me., 121; 69 Me., 280; 7T Me., 
246 ; 74 .Me., 141; 76 Me., 326; 77 :Me., 216; R6 Ivle., 498; 90 1'[e" 105, 
IS8; 94 .Me., 200; 95 .Me., 185; 96 Me., 25 1, 252, 259; 97 i'VIe .. 70, 72, 204, 
21 9, 594; 100 rvIe., 185, 246; 101 Me., 37; 103 Me., 223, .33D, 508; 105, 
ivk, 76; 106 Me., 62; 107 :?I [e., 249; 108 :Me., 253; 109 .Me., 172; 110 .Me., 
384. 
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CO:-lSTl'l'U'rION OF 'rHE UNITED S'I'A'l'I<;S. 

SECTION 4. Thc validity of the public debt of the United States, 
authorized by law, including debts incurred for payment of pensions and 
bounties for se-rvices in suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shaH not 
be questioned. But neither the United States nor any State shall assume 
or pay any debt or obligation incnrred in aid of insu'rrection or rebellion 
against the United States, or any claim for the loss or emancipation of 
any slave; but all such debts, oLligations and claims shall be held illegal 
and void. 

SJ'~CTION 5. The Congress shall have power to enforce, by appropriate 
legislation, the provisions of this article. 

[The fourteenth amendment was prop038(1 at the first session of the thirty
ninth Congress, June 16, 1866, and in a proclamation of the Secretary of State 
dated July 28, 1868, issued in pursuance of a concurrent resolution of Con
gress passed July 21, 1868, was declared to have been ratified by the Legis
latures of thirty of the thirty-six States.] 

ARTICLE XV. 
SEC'l'ION 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall 

not be denieu or abridged by the United States or by any State on ac
count of race, color, or previous condition of servitude. (a) 

SEcrION 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by 
appropriate legislation. 

[The fifteenth amendment was proposed at the third session of the fortieth 
Congress, February 27, 1869, and in a proclamfttion of the Secretary of State 
dated :lVIarch 30, 1870, was deelared to have been l'atilied by the ],egis]atures 
of twenty-nine of the thirty-seven States.J 

ARTICLE XVI. 
The Congress ~hall have power to lay anel collect taxes 011 incomes, 

from whatever source derived, without apportionment among the several 
States, and without regard to any census or enumeration. 

[The sixteenth amendment was proposed at the first session of the sixty
first Congress July 31, 1909, and in a proclamation of the SecretarY of State 
dated February 25, 1913, was declared to have been ratified by the Leg'isla
tures of thirty-six of the forty-eigh t states.] 

ARTICLE XVII. 
The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators 

from each State, elected by the people thereof, for six years; and each 
Senator shall have one vote. The electors in each State shall have the 
qualifications requisite for electors of the most numerOl1S branch of the 
State legislatures. 

VV hen vacancies happen in the representation of any State in the Sen
ate, the executive authority of snch State shall issue writs of election to 
fill such vacancies: Provided, that the legislature of any State may em
power the executive thereof to make temporary appointment until the 
people fill the vacancy by election as the legislature may direct. 

This amendment shall not be so construed as to affect the election or 
term of any Senator chosen before it becomes valid as a part of the con
stitution. 

['1'he seventeenth aluelldnlent \\ras proposed at the second session of the 
sixty-second Congress IHay 15, 1912, and in a proclalnation of the Secretary 
of S'tate dated May 31, 1913, was declared to have been ratified by the legis
latul'es of thirty-six of the forty-eight states.] 

(a) 21 Wall., 162; 92 U. S., 2I4, 542; I06 U. S., 637; IIO U. S., 6sI; 
JLjo U. S., I; J69 U. S., 649; I89 G. S., 475; 190 U, S., J27; I93 U. S., 
I46, 62I; I97 U. S., 207; 20:3 U. S., I. 



CONSTITUTION 

OF THE 

STATE OF MAINE, 
FORMED IN 

CONVENTION AT POR'l'LAND, OCTOBER 29, AND ADOPTED BY THE PEOPLE 
IN TOWN l\U:ETINGS, 

DECEMBER 6, A. D. 1819, AND OF 'I'HE INDEPENDENCE OF THE UNITED 
S'l'ATF,S THE FOR'rY-FOURTH, 

TOGETHER WITH THF, 

XXI AMENDMENTS SUBSEQUENTLY MADE THERE'ro, ARHANGED, AS 
AMENDED, IN PURSUANCE OF A LEGISl,A'I'lVE RESOLVE OF FEBRUARY 
24, 1875, BY THE CHn:~' Jus'rICE OF THE SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT, 
THE HONORABLF, JOHN APPI.ETON, WHOS"~ DRAFT AND ARRANGEMENT 
WAS, BY A RF,SOLVE OF FEBRUARY 23, 1870, APPROVED BY THE LEGISLA
TURE, AND ORDERED TO BE ENROLl,ED ON PARCH1IEN'I' AND '1'0 BE DE
POSITED IN THE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF S'I'.\'I'E AS 

"THE SUPREME LAW OF THE STATE;" 

AND 

XVI OTHF,R AMEND1lENTS SUBSEQUENTLY ADOPTED. 

PREAjVIBLE. 

WE, the people of j\/Iaine, in order to establish justice, insure tranquil
ity, provide for our mutual defence, promote our COll11llon welfare, and 
secure to ourselves and our posterity the hlessings of liberty, acknovvl
edging with grateful hearts the goodness of the Sovereign Ruler of the 
Universe in affording us an opportunity, so favorable to the design; and, 
imploring His aiel and direction in its accomplishment, do agree to form 
onrselves into a free and independent State, by the style and title of the 
ST_'\'I'F: OF MAINE, and do ordain and establish the following Constitution 
for the governmen t of the sa11Je. 

Objects of 
gOverlll11en t. 
33 -Me., 283. 
58 lIIe., (l07, 012. 
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Natural 
rig-h ts 

(See Amend-
111el1t xxii.) 

All po'ivel' is 
inhel'ent in the 
people. 

Religious 
fl'eec1ol1l. 
38 1\le., i::'i9. 

~pl'oviso. 

-all sects are 
equal. 

-religious 
tests are pro
hibited. 

-l'ig-h t to elec t 
l'eligiolls 
teachers. 

Fl'eec10111 of 
Bpeech and 
publication. 

-libel. 

-tl'uth lllUY be 
given in 
evidence. 
H2 Me., 510. 
sa Me., 2!l3. 

UllreaSOlla ble 
seal'ehes. 

Rig'hts of 
lJel'sons 
accused. 
58 ille., 580. 
5H Me., 140. 

69 ilIe., 401, 403. 

cO"'S'!'ITUTlON OF MAINE. 

ARTICLE r. 
DF.CI,ARATlON OF RIGHTS. 

SeC'l'ION I. All men are born equally free and independent, and have 
certain natural, inherent and unalienable rights, among which are those 
of enjoying and defending life and liberty, acquiring, possessing and pro
tecting property, and of pursuing and obtaining safety and hap
piness. (a) 

Sec. 2. All power is inherent in the people; all free governments are 
founeled in their authority and inslituted for their benefit; they have 
therefore an unalienable and indefeasable right to institute government, 
anel to alter, reform, or totally change the same, when their safety and 
happiness require it. 

SEC. 3. All men have a natural and unalienable right to worship Al
mighty Goel according to the dictates of their own consciences, and no 
one shall be hurt, molested or restrained in his person, liberty or estate 
for worshipping Gor! in the manner and season most agreeable to the 
dictates of his own conscience, nor for his religious professions or senti
ments, provided he does not disturb the public peact, nor obstruct others 
in their religious worship ;-and a1l persons demeaning themselves peace
ahly, as good members of the State, shall be equally under the protection 
of the laws, and no subordination nor preference of anyone sect or de
nomination to another shall ever be established by law, nor shall any re
ligious test be required as a qualification for any office or trust, under 
this State; and all religious societies in this State, whether incorporate 
or unincorporate, shall at all times have the exclusive right of electing 
their public teachers, and contracling with them for their support and 
III ain tenance. 

SEC. 4. Every citizen may freely speak, write and publish his senti
ments on any subject, being responsible for the abuse of this liberty; no 
la ws shall be passed regulating or restraining the freedom of the press; 
and in proseculions for any publication respecting the official conduct of 
men in public capacity, or the qualifications of those who are candida.tes 
for the suffrages of the people, or where the matter published is proper 
for public information, the truth thereof may be given in evidence, and 
in all indictmenls for lihels, the Jury, after having received the direction 
of the Court, shall have a right to determine, at their discretion, the law 
and the fact. 

SEC. 5. The people shall he secure in their persons, houses, papers 
and possessions from all unreasonable searches and seizures; and no 
warrant to search any place, or seize any person or thing, shall issue 
without a special designation of the place to be searched, and the person 
or thing to be seized, nor without probable canse-supported by oath or 
affirmation. (b) 

Sec. 6. J n all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall have a right 
to be heard by himself anel his counsel, or either, at his electioJl; (c) 

To demand the nature and cause of the accusation, and have a copy 
thereof; ( d) 

To be confronted by the witnesses against him; 

(a) 2 j\{e., 275; 6 :Me., 412; 27 .Me., 212; 33 ::\'Ie., 283,558; 58 J\'Ie., 
5% 598, 61 3; 59 lHe., 318, 545., 549, 553; 60 .i\k., 122, 133; 66 Me., 73; 86 
Me., 498; 94 .i\Je., IIO; 97 Me., 70; 1O0 Me., 351; lOI Me., 37; 103 Me., 
509; 106 Me., 62; 107 Me., 249. 

(b) 13 Mass., 286; 33 Me., 564; 34 Me., 126, 210; 42 :Me., 299; 47 
jVIe., 388; 62 Me., 421; 70 Me., 466; 72 Me., 435; 78 Me., 488; 79 Me., 
J03: 86 Me., q6: 90 Me., 451; 94 Me., 132: 96 Me., 124; 97 Me., 276; 
100 Me., 447; 103 Me., 467; 104 i'I'Ie., 56. 

(c) II Me., 2JO; 47 Me., 426; 58 -~Ie., 572; J02 Me., 310. 
(d) 99 Me., 329. 



CONSTITUTION OF MAINE. 

To have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his fa val' ; 
. To have a speedy, public and impartial trial, and, except in trials by 
martial lawaI' impeachment, by a jury of the vicinity. He shall not be 
compelled to furnish or give evidence against himself, nor be deprived 
of his life, liberty, property or privileges, but I)y judgment of his peers, 

2, 
3~ ]\Ie .. 54. 

or by the law of the land. (a) 
SEC. 7. No person shall be held to answer for a capital or infamous ~'~S~~';.S~~ ~o 

crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a grand jury, except in capital or 
infal110US 

cases of impeachment, or in such cases of offences as are usually cogni- crime but on 
zable by a justice of the peace, or in cases arising in the army or navy, indictment. 

or in the militia when in actual service in time of war or public danger. -exceptions. 

The Legislature shall provide by law a suitable and impartial mode of, -juries. 

selecting juries and their usual numher and unanimity, in indictments 
and c011Yictions, shall be held indispensable. (b) 

SEC. 8. No person, for the same offence, shall be twice put in jeop
ardy of life or limb. (c) 

SEC. 9. Sanguinary laws shall not be passed; all penalties and pun
ishments shall be proportioned to the offence; excessive bail shall not be 
required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel nor 11l1usual punishments 
inflicted. 

Sr.c. 10. No person before conviction shall be bailable for any of the 
crimes, which now are, or have been denominated capital offences since 
the adoption of the Constitution, where the proof is evident or the pre
sumplion great, whatever the punishl1lent of the crimes may be. And 
the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended, unless 
when in cases of rebellion or invasion the public safety may require it. 

SEC. I!. The Legislature shall pass no bill of attainder, ex post facto 
law, nor law impairing the ohligation of contracts, and no attainder shall 
work corruption of blood nor forfeiture of estate. (d) 

SEC. 12. Treason against this State shall consist only in levying war 
against it, adhering to its enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No 
person shall be cOllvicted of treason unless on the testimony of two wit
nesses to the same overt act, or confession in open court. 

Sec. 13. The la IVS shall not be suspended but by the Legislature or 
its authority. 

SEC. 14. No person shall be suhject to corporal punishment under 
military law, except such as are employed in the army or navy, or in the 
militia when in actual service in time of war or puhlic danger. 

SEC. 15. The people have a right at all times in an orderly and peace
ahle manner to assemble' to consult upon the common good, to give in
stnlctions to their representatives, and to request, of either department 
of the government by petition or remonstrance, redress of their wrongs 
and grievances. 

(a) I ]\-Ie .. 230; I I Me., 210; 37 lIIe., T ,;6, 165; 39 Me., 258; 47 JVle., 
432 ; 55 Me., 200; 58 Me., 573, 594, 598 ; 59 Me., 318, 549, 553; 60 Me., 
T22, 138, 509-12; 62 J'de., 37; 65 Me., 121, 242; 66 Me., 73; 70 'Me., 157, 
71 .Me., 241: 76 Me., 326; 77 lIIe., 215; 78 lIIe., 492; 80 Me., 60; 86 J'de., 
SOT; 90 Me., 105; 96 l\Ie., 565. 

(b) 110 U. S., 567; 4 Me., 439; 60 J'de., 508, 509; 67 iVle., 336; 84 
Me., 2.'\, 272; 109 :Me., 158. 

(c) 37 Me., 165;.59 :Me., 141; 70 ide., 457; 104 IvIe., 281. 
(d) U. S. Const.Art I, § 10, ~ I; 2 Me., 275; 5 Me., 66; 6 J'de., 112, 

355; 7 J\Je., 474; I I [vI e., 109, Il8, 284; 14 J'de., 344; [5 J'de., 135; 18 Me., 
109; 21 Me., 53; 23 j'I'I e., 360; 24 Il'le., 520; 27 Me .. 212; 42 JVIe., 429; 45 
Me., 507;' 47 j'vle., 91; 48 Ivle., 34; 49 jVIe., 507; So J'vle., 114; 5 I .Me., 480; 
57 Me., 394; 63 Me., 269, 285, 333; 65 ]Ide., 129; 7 1 J'l'le., 333; 74 :Me., 139; 
80 J'vle., 469, 561. 

Xot to be put 
ill j eopal'cly 
twice for saIne 
offence. 
Sanguinary 
la \VS prohib
ited. 
39 Me., 253. 
93 Me., 420. 
94 Me .. 132. 
Bailable 
offences. 
(Hesolve of 
l\'lal'. 30, 1837: 
-I\ll1endlllent 
iL) 
~habeas cor
pus. 
(i(i J\ie., H. 
Bills of attain
der, etc. 

'rl'eason. 

-testilnony of 
two \vitne~ses. 

Suspension 
of laws. 

Corporal UUl1-
islllllent under 
Inilital'Y la,\,. 

nig'ht of 
petition. 
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To keep and 
bear arn1S. 

Standing 
armies shall 
not be kept. 

No soldier to 
be quartered 
on citizens in 
time of peace. 

Right of 
redress for 
illj uries. 

Trial by jury: 

Private prop
erty, \.vhen to 
be taken. 

Taxes. 

Titles of no
bility pro
hibited. 
-tenure of 
offices. 

Other rights 
not iInpail'ecl. 

Qualifications 
of electors. 
(See Amend
ment xxix.) 

-written· 
ballot. 
7 :i\fe., <192, 497. 

-soldiers 01' 
sealnen ill U. 
S. service. 

-students at 
colleges and 
acaclelnies. 

(Ilesolve of 
:Nlar. 24, 1864; 
Amendment 
x.) 

CONSTITuTION OF MAINE. 

SEC. 16. Every citizen has a right to keep and bear arms for the com
mon defence; and this right shall never be questioned. 

SEc. 17. No standing army shall be kept up in time of peace with
out the consent of the Legislature, and the military shall, in all cases, 
and at all times, be in strict subordination to the civil power. 

SEC. 18. No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any house 
without the consent of the owner or occupant, nor in time of war, but in 
a manner to be prescribed by law. 

SEC. 19. Every person, for an injury done him in his person, reputa
tion, property or immunities, shall have remedy by due course of law; 
and right and justice shall be administered freely and without sale, com
pletely and without denial, promptly and without delay.; (a) 

SEC. 20. In all civil suits, and in all controversies concerning prop
erty, the parties shall have a right to a trial by jury, except in cases 
where it has heretofore been otherwise practiced; the party claiming the 
right may be heard by himself and his counsel, or either, at his elec
Ition. (b) 

SEC. 21. Private property shall not be taken for public uses without 
just compensation; nor unless the public exigencies require it. (c) 

Site. 22. No tax or duty shall be imposed without the consent of the 
people or of their representatives in the Legislature. (d) 

SEC. 23. No title of nobility or hereditary distinction, privilege, honor 
or emolument, shall ever he granted or confirmed, nor shall any ofuce be 
created, the appointment to which shall be for a longer tiIne than during 
good behavior. 

SEC. 24. The enumeration of certain rights shall not impair nor deny 
others retained by the people. 

ARTICLE II. 
ELECTORS. 

SEC. 1. Every male citizen of the United States of the age of twenty
one years and upwards, excepting paupers, persons under gL1ardianship, 
and Indians not taxed, having his residence established in this State for 
the term of three months next preceding any election, shall be an elector 
for Governor, Senators and Representatives, in the town or plantation 
where his residence is so established; and the elections shall be by writ
ten Lallot. But persons in the military, naval or marine service of the 
United States, or this State, shall not be considered as having obtained 
such established residence by being stationed in any garrison, barrack, 
or 11lilitary place, in any town or plantation; nor shall the residence of 
a student at any seminary of learning entitle him to the right of suffrage 
in the town or plantation where such seminary is established. No per
son, however, shall be deemed to have lost his residence by reason of his 
absence from the State in the military service of the United States, or of 
this State. (e) 

(a) 68 Me., 236; 74 Me., 27; 76 Me., 41; 90 ,Me., 105; 103 Me., 223; 
110 Me., 384. 

(b) 3 Me., 97; 25 i\iIe., 488 ; 35 'Me., '255; 37 Me., 156, 165; 39 iVIe., 
413; 55 1fe., 193, 361; 60 :Me., 43; 62 Me., 37; 65 Me., 133; 80 Me., 60: 86 
Me., .58; 96 Me., 247; 98 Me., 566; 106 Me., 430. 

(c) 7 Me., 273; 8 Me., 365; 10 :Me., 447; 12 Me., 222; 16 Me., 9; 18 
Me., J09; 31 Me., 172; 34 Me., 247; 43 Me., 356, 359; 47 Me., 206; 55 
Me., 191; 58 Me., .590, 593, 598, 616; S9 Me., 3T8, 549, 553; 60 Me., 122, 
132, 134, 138, 295,6; 70 Me., 524; 86 :Me., 498; 93 Me., 129; 95 Me., 575; 
96 Me., 242, 246; 97 }'de., 219; 100 }'vIe., 360; 102 j\IIe., 340; 103 Me., 509; 
104 Me., 360; 105 NIe., 4T3; lOS Me., 571; 106 Me., 363; 108 Me., 227. 

Cd) 57 Me., 394; 84 1k, 2[5· 
(r) 7 lVre., 497; 44 Me., 507; .54 iVle., 602, 60;;; 68 iVIe., 592 . 593: 76 

Me., 165. 
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SJ<;C. 2. Electors shall, in all cases, except treason, felony or breach 
of the peace, be privileged from arrest on the days of election, during 
their attendance at, going to, and returning therefrom. 

SJ<;c. 3. No elector shall be obliged to do duty in the militia on any 
day of election, except in time of war or public danger. 

SEC. 4. The election of Governor, Senators and Representatives shall 
be on the second .lV[onclay of September an/II/ally foreyer. But citizens 
of the State absent therefrom in the military service of the United States 
or of this State, and not in the regular arn~y of the United States, being 
otherwise qualified electors, shall be allowed to vote on Tuesday l/e.1't 
ajter the first 1110nday of NO'lJ(,lllber, in the year of ollr Lord aile thou
sand eight /lIl1ldred alld sixty-follr, for go'vernor and senators, and their 
votes shall be collllted alld allowed ill the same nWllller .. alld with the 
sallie effect, asij' given all the secolld 1110J/day oj' Septe1llber in that year, 
Alld thev shall be allowed to vote for governor, senators and representa
tives on'the second Monday of September anllilally thereafter forever, 
in the manner herein provided. On the cia)' of election a poll shall be 
opened at every place without this State where a regiment, battalion, 
battery, company, or detachment of not less than twenty soldiers from 
the State of lvIaine, may be found or stationed, and every citizen of said 
State of the age of twenty-one years, in such military service, shall be 
entitled to vote as aforesaid; and he shall be considered as voting in the 
city, town, plantatiQ,n and county in this State where he resided when he 
entered the service. The yote shall be taken by regiments when it can 
conveniently be done; when not so convenient, any detachment or part 
of a regiment, not less than twenty in number, and any battery or part 
thereof numbering twenty or more, shall be entitled to vote wherever 
they may be. The three ranking officers of such regiment, battalion, 
battery, company, or part of either, as the case may be, acting as such 
on the day of election, shall be supervisors of elections. If no officers, 
then three non-commissioned officers according to their seniority shall be 
such supervisors. If any officer or non-commissioned officer shall 
neglect or refuse to act, the, next ill rank shal1 take his place. In case 
there are no officers or non-commissioned officers' present, or if they or 
either of them refuse to act, the electors present, not less than twenty, 
may choose, by written ballot enough of their own number, not exceect
ing three, to fil1 the vacancies, and the persons so chosen shall be super
visors of elections. Al1 supervisors shall be first sworn to support the 
constitution of the United States and of this State, and faithfully and 
impartially to perform the duties of supervisors of elections. Each is 
authorized to administer the necessary oath to the others; and certifi
cates thereof shall be annexed to the lists of votes by them to be made 
and returned into the office of the secretary of State of this State as 
hereinafter provided. The polls shall be opened and closed at such 
hours as the supervisors, or a majority of them, shall direct; provided, 
howe'ver, that due notice and sufficient time shall be given for all voters 
in the regiment, battalion, battery, detachment, company, or part of eith
er, as the case mav be, to vote. Regimental and field officers shall be 
entitled to vote with their respectlve commands. \Vhen not in actual 
command, such officers, and also illl general and staff officers, and all sur
geons, assistant surgeons, and chapiains, shall be entitled to vote at any 
place where polls are opened. The supervisors of elections shal1 pre
pare a ballot box or other suitable receptacle for the ballots. Upon one 
side of every ballot shall be printed or written the name of the county, 
and also of the city, town or plantation of this State, in which is. the res
idence of the person proposing to vote. Upon the other side shall be the 
name or names of the persons to be voted for, and the office or offices 
which he or they are intended to fill. And before receiving any vote, 
the supervisors, or a majority of them, must be satisfied of the age and 

~9 
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CONS'l'ITU'l'ION OF :l.IAll\B. 

citizenship of the person claiming to vote, and that he has in fact a resi
dence in the county, city, town or plantation which is printed or written 
on the vote offered by him. If his right to vote is challenged, they may 
require him to make true answers, upon oath, to all interrogatories touch
ing his age, citizenship, residence, and right to vote, and shall hear any 
other evidence offered by him, or by those who challenge his right. 
They shall keep correct poll-lists of the names of all persons allowed to 
vote, and of their respective places of residence in this State, and also 
the number of the regiment and company or battery to which they be
long; which lists shall be certified by them, or by a majority of them, to 
be correct, and that such residence is in accordance with the indorse
ment of the residence of each voter on his vote. They shall check the 
name of every person before he is allowed to vote, and the check-mark 
shall be plainly made against his name on the poll-lists. They shall sort, 
count and publicly declare the votes at the head of their respective com
mands on the day of election, unless prevented by the public enemy, and 
in that case as soon thereafter as may be; and on the same day of said 
declaration they shall form a list of the persons voted for, with the num
ber of votes for each person against his name, and the office which he 
was intended to fill, and shall sign and seal up such list and cause the 
same, togelher with the poll-lists aforesaid, to be delivered into the office 
of the secretary of State a Eoresaid, on or before the iirst da}' of Decel1l
bel'. ill the year aile thollslllld eight hundl'cd and si;rty-fo'/t/', and on or 
before the fifteenth day of November alll/ually thereafter forcuel'. The 
legislature of this State may pass any law additional to the foregoing 
provisions, if any shall, in practice, be found necessary in order more 
fully to carry into effect the purpose thereof. 

ARTICLE III. 

DISTRIBUTION OF POWERS. 

SEC. 1. The powers of this government shall be divided into three 
distinct departments, the Legislative, Executi"e and Judicial. (a) 

SEC. 2. No person or persons, belonging to one of these departments, 
shall exercise any of the powers properly belonging to either of the oth
ers, except in the cases herein expressly directed or permitted (b) 

ARTICLE TV,-,PART FIRST. 

L~GlSLATIVIt POWI':R-HouSE; 010' REPRESE;NTATIVEs. 

SEC'. 1. The legislative power shall be vested in two distinct branches, 
a House of Representatives, and a Senate, each to ha\'e a negative on 
the other, and both to be styled the Legishture of :Maine alld the style 
of their acts and loz('s, shall be, "Be it ellac/ed bj' the Sellatl' alld HOllse 
of Represl'lltativesil/ Legislatlll'l' Assembled." 

SEC. 2. The House of Representatives shall consist of one hundred 
and fifty-one members, to be elected by the qualified electors, for aile 
year from the day next preceding the amwal meeting of the Legislature. 
The Legislature, which shall first be cowvelled ullder this Constitution, 
sh2.ll, on 01' before th!' fifteellth da}' o.f August, in the j'ear of 0111' Lord, 
aile thousand eight hundred and twenty-oil!,. alld the Legislature, within 

(a) 3 .Me., 326; 4 .M e., 140; 62 Me., 597; 70 :Me., 609; 105 :Me., 9 I ; 

109 :Me., 391. 
(b) 3 :Me., 372, 484; 7 Me., 14; 32 Tvle., 525; 64 Me., 195; 70 Me., 

609, 610; 86 Me., 530; 95 Me., 573; 99 :Me., 385; 105 Me., 91 ; 107 :Me., 
249; 109 Me., 384. 
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every subseqllellt period of at most ten years, and at least five, cause the 
number of the inhabitants of the State to be ascertained, exclusive of 
foreigners not naturalized and Indians not taxed. The number of rep
resentatives shall, at the several periods of making such enumeration, be 
fixed and apportioned among the several counties as near as may be, ac
cording to the number of inhabitants, having regard to the relative in
crease of population. The ll!t/llber of reprcselliatives shall. all said first 
apportiOJllllellt, be 1I0t less thall aile hundred liar more than aile hUlldred 
alld fifty. 

SEC. 3. Each town having fifteen hundred inhabitants may elect one 
representative; each town having three thousand seven hundred and 
fifty may elect two; each town having six thousand seven hundred and 
fifty ma)' elect three; each town having ten thousand five hundrcd may 
elcct foul'; each town having fifteen thousand may elect five; each town 
haying twenty thousand two hundred and fifty niay elect six; each town 
having twenty-six thousand two hundred and fifty may elect seven; but 
no town shall ever be entitled to more than seven representatives; and 
towns and plantations duly organized, not having fifteen hundred inhabi
tants, shall be classcd, as conveniently as may be, into districts contain
ing that number, and so as not to divide towns; and each such district 
may elect one representative; alld, wizen on this apportiollJJlellt the 
lIu/llb!'!' of rejJresclltati-ucs shall be two hUlldrl'd, a differellt apportioll
mellt shall lokI' placl' /lpon the abo-uc principle; and, in case the fifteen 
hundred shall be too large or too slllall to apportion all the representa
tives to any county, it shall be so increased or diminished as to give the 
number of representatives according to the above rule and proportion; 
and whenever any town or towns, plantation or plantations not entitled 
to elect a representative shall determine against a classification with any 
other town or plantation, the Legislature may, at each apportionment of 
rcpresentativcs, 011 the application of such town or plantation, authorize 
it to elect a representative for snch portion of time and such periods, as 
sh,dl be equal to its portion of representation; and the rig'ht of reprc
sentation, so established, shall not be altered until the next general ap-
portionmen t. _ 

SEC. 4. No person shall be a member of the House of Representa
tives, unless he shall, at the commencement of the period for which he is 
elected, have been five years a citizen of the United States, have arrived 
at the age of twenty-one years, have been a resident of this State one 
year, or from tlze adoption of this cOllstitlttioll,' and for the three months 
next preceding the time of his election shall have been, and, during the 
period for which he is elected, shaH continue to be a resident in the town 
or district which he represents. 

SEC. 5. The meetings within this State for the choice of represen
tatives shall be warned in due course of law by the selectmen of the 
several to\\'ns seven days at least before the election, and the selectmen 
thereof shall preside impartially at snch mcetings, receive the votes of 
all the Cjnalified electors present, sort, count and declare them in open 
town meeting, and in the presence of the town clerk, who shall form a 
list oi the persons voted for, with the number of votes for each person 
against his name, shall make a fair record thereof in the presence of the 
selectmen and in open town meeting. And the towns and plantations 
organized by law, belonging to any class herein provided, shall hold their 
meetings at the same time in the respective towns and plantations; and 
the town and plantation meetings in such towns and plantations shall be 
notified, held anrl regulated, the votes reccived, sorted, counted and 
declared in the same manner. And the assessors and clerks of planta
tions shall have all the powers, and be subject to all the duties, which 
selectmen and town clerks have, and are suhject to by this Constitution. 
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25 Me., 567. 
64 lIie., 592. 
70 Me., 561, 568. 
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And fair copies of the lists of votes shall be attested by the selectmen 
and town clerks of to,vns, and the assessors of plantations, and sealed 
up in open town and plantation meetings; and the town and plantation 
clerks l'especti vely shall cause the same to be delivered into the secre
tary's office thirty days at least before the first \Vednesday of January 
al/l1uall.v. And the governor and council shall examine the returned 
copies of sllch lists, and also all lists of votes of citizens in the military 
service, returned to the secretary's office, as provided in article second, 
section fOllr, of this constitution; and twenty days befol'e the said first 
'vVednesday of J anuar)', allllually, shall issue a summons to such persons 
as shall appear to be elected (a) by a plurality of all the votes returned, 
to attend and take their seats. But all such lists shall be laid before 
the house of representatives on the first VVednesday of January anllu
ally" 'lnd they shall finally deter mille who are elected. The electors 
resident in any city may, at any meeting duly notified for the choice of 
representatives, vote for snch representatives in their respective ward 
meetings, and the wardens in said wards shall preside impartially at snch 
meetings, receive the yates of all qualified electors present, sort, count 
and declare them in open ward meetings, and in the presence of the 
ward clerk, who shall form a list of the persons voted for, with the 
number of votes for each person against his name, shall make a fair 
record thereof in the presence of the warden, and in open ward meet
ings; and a fair copy of this list shall be attested by the warden and 
ward clerk, sealed np in open ward meeting, and delivered to the city 
clerk within twenty-four hours after the close of the polls. And the 
electors resident in any city may at any meetings duly notified and 
holden for the choice of any other civil officers for whom they have been 
required heretofore to vote in town meeting, vote for snch officers in 
their respective wards, and the same proceedings shall be had by the 
warden and ward clerk in each ward, as in the case of votes for repre
sentatives. And the aldermen of any city shall be in session within 
twenty-fonr hours after the close of the polls in such meetings, and in 
the presence of the city clerk shall· open, examine and compare .the copie~ 
from th~ lists of votes given in the several wards, of which the city 
clerk shall make a record, and return thereof shall be made into the Sec
retary of State's office in the same manner as selectmen of towns al'e re
quired to do. 

,SEC. 6. 'vVhenever the seat of a member shall be vacated by death, 
resignation, or otherwise, the vacancy may be filled by a new election. 

SEC. 7. The House of Representatives shall choose their speaker, 
clerk and other officers. (b) 

Sec. 8. The Honse of Representatives shall have the sale power of 
impeachment. 

ARTICLE IV.-PAR1' SeCOND. 

SBNA'l'e. 

SEC. 1. The Senate shall consist of Hot less thall twellty, liD/' marc 
thall thirty-one members, elected at the same time, and for the same 
term, as the representatives, by the qualified electors of the districts into 
which the State shall from time to time be divided. (c) 

SEC. 2. The Legislature, which shall be first convelled Illlder this 
COllstitution, shall, all or before the fifteellth da}' of August ill the year 
of our Lord, aile thousalld eigl1t hUlldred alld twellty-oIlC. alld the Legis-

(a) 70 IVIe., 56I, 567, 568, 583, 585, 587, 594, 609, 6IO. 
(b) 70 IVIe., 588, 594. 595, 596, 597, 609, 6ro. 
(c) 7 IVIe., 489. 
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latllre at every subsequent period of ten years, cause the State to be 
divided into districts for the choice of senators. The districts shall con
form, as near as may be, to county lines, and be apportioned according 
to the number of inhabitants. The number of senators shall not e.t'ceed 
twellty at the first apportionmellt, and shall at each apportionment be 
increased, ulltil the::,' shall amount to thirty-bne, according to the increase 
in the House of Representatives. 

SE;c. 3. The meetings within this state for the election of senators 
shall be notified, held and regulated, and the votes received, sorted., 
counted, declared and recorded, in the same manner as those for repre
sentatives. And fair copies of the list of votes shall be attested by the 
selectmen and town clerks of towns, and the assessors and clerks of 
plantations, and sealed up in open town and plantation meetings; and 
the town and plantation clerks respectively shall cause the same to be 
delivered into the secretary's office thirty days at least before the first 
VI[ ednesday of January. All other qualified electors, living in places 
unincorporated, who shall be assessed to the support of the government 
by the assessors of an adjacent town, shall have the privilege of voting 
for senators, representatives and governor in such town; and shall be 
notified by the selectmen thereof for that purpose accordingly. 

SE;c. 4. The Governor and Council shall, as soon as may be, examine 
the returned copies of such lists, and also the lists of votes of citizens in 
the military service, returned into the secretary's office, and twenty days 
before the said first VI[ ednesday of January, issue a summons to such 
persons, as shall appear to be elected by a plurality of the votes for each 
district, to attend that day and take their seats. C a) 

SE;c. 5. The Senate shall, on the said first VVednesday of January, 
ollllltally, determine who are elected by a plurality of votes to be sena
tors in each district; and in case the full number of senators to be elected 
from each district shall not have been so elected, the members of the 
house of representatives and such senators, as shall have been elected, 
shall, from the highest numbers of the persons voted for, on said lists, 
equal to twice the number of senators deficient, in every district, if there 
be so many voted for, elect by joint ballot the number of senators re
quired; alld ill this lIWllIler all vacallcies ill the selwte shall be supplied 
as soon as lIIaJI be, after sitch vacallcies happell. (b) 

SE;c. 6. The senators shall be twenty-five years of age at the com
mencement of the term, for which they are elected, and in all other re
spects their qualifications shall be the same, as those of the representa
tives. 

SE;c. 7. The Senate shall have the sole power to try all impeachments, 
and when sitting for that purpose shall be on oath or affirmation, and no 
person shall be convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds of the 
members present. Their judgment, however, shall not extend farther 
than to removal from office, and disqualification to hold or enjoy any of
fice of honor, trust or profit under this State. But the party, whether 
convicted or acquitted, shall nevertheless be liable to indictment, trial, 
j udg'l11ent and punishment according to law. 

SE;c. 8. The Senate shall choose their president, secretary and other 
officers. 

( a) 70 }Vle., 567-9, 583. 585, 60'1- ro. 
C b) 6 iVle., 514: 7 ]Vle., 489; 35 Me., 563; 64 lVle., 596 ; 70 Me., 589. 

-districts, . 
how formed. 
18 Me., 458. 

33 

Meetings for 
choice of 
senators. 
(nesolve of 
J\Iar. 24, 1864: 
Amendment 
x.) 

25 Me., 568. 
64 Me., 5V2, 595, 
598. 

-electors in 
unincorporated 
places. 

Votes to be 
examined by 
the governor 
and council. 
64 Me., 588. 
(Amendment 
x. Amended 
by Resolve of 
Feb. 24,1875: 
Amendment 
xiii.) 
Senate to de
cide election of 
its members. 
(See Amend
Inents xxiii, 
xxv.) 
(Resolve of 
Feb. 24, 1875: 
Amendment 
xili.) 
(See Amend
ment xxx.) 

Qualifications 
of senators. 

Senate shall 
try hnpeach
ment. 

-limitation 
of judgment. 

-party is 
lia ble to be 
tried and 
punished in 
court. 

Senate to 
choose its 
ofilcers. 
70 Me.,588 593, 
596,597,609,610. 



))4 

Legislature to 
meet annually. 

-its powers. 
(See Amend-
111ents xxiii, 
xxv, xxxi.) 

Bills to be 
signed by thc 
governor. 

-proceedings, 
incase he dis
approves. 

-bills shall 
be returned by 
him within 
five days. 

Each house to 
judge of its 
elections. 

-lnajority, a 
quoruill. 

May pUllish 
and expel 
111elll bel's. 

Shall keep a 
journal. 
1880, c. 185. 

-yeas and 
nays. 

j'IIay punish 
for contempt. 

-proviso. 

Compensation 
of members. 

CONS'l'I'I'U'j'ION OF MAINlt 

ARTICLE IV.-PART THIRD. 

L:O:GISJ,A1'IV:O: POW:O:R. 

S:o:C. 1. The Legislature shall convene on the first vVednesday of 
January, 011 Jl'ltaU:,>" and shall have full power to make and establish all 
reasonable laws and regulatio~ls for the defence and benefit of the people 
of this State, not repugnant to this Constitution, nor to that of the 
United States. (a) 

S:o:c. 2. Every bill or resolution having the force of law, to which 
the concurrence of both houses may be necessary, except on a question 
of adjournment, which shall ha\'e passed both houses, shall be presented 
to the Governor, and if he approve, he shall sign it; if not, he shall re
tnrn it with his objections to the house, in which it shall have originated, 
which shall enter the objections at large on its journals, and proceed to 
reconsider it. If after such reconsideration, two-thirds of that house 
shall agree to pass it, it shall be sent together with the objections, to the 
other honse, by which it shall be reconsidered, and, if approved by two
thirds of that honse, it shall have the same effect, as if it had been signed 
by the Governor; but in all such cases, the votes of both houses shall be 
taken by yeas and nays, and the names of the persons, voting for and 
against the bill 01' resolution, shall be entered on the journals of both 
houses respectively. If the bill 01' resolution shall not be returned by the 
Governor within five days, (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been 
presented to him, it shall have the same force and effect, as if he had 
signed it, unless the Legislature, by their adjournment prevent its return, 
in which Gase it shall have such force and effect, unless returned within 
three days after their next meeting. 

S:o:c. 3. Each house shall be the judge of the elections and qualifica
tions of its own members, and a majority shall constitute a quorum to do 
business; but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and may 
compel the attendance of ahsent members, in such manner, and under 
such penalties as each house shall provide. (b) 

S:o:e. 4. Each house may determine the rules of its proceedings, pun
ish its members for disorderly behavior, and, with the concurrence of 
two-thirds, expel a member, but not a second time for the same cause. 

SIte. 5. Each house shall keep a journal, and from time to time pub
lish its proceedings, except such parts as in their judgment may require 
secrecy; and the yeas and nays of the members of either house on any 
question, shall, at the desire of one-fifth of those present, be entered on 
the j ourna!. 

SIte. 6. Each house, during its session, may punish by imprisonment 
any person, not a member, for disrespectful or disorderly behavior in its 
presence, for obstructing any of its proceedings, threatening, assaulting 
or abusing any of its members for anything said, done, or doing in either 
house; provided, that no imprisonment shall extend beyond the period of 
the same session. 

SIte. 7. The senators and representatives shall receive such compen
sation, as shall be established by law; but no law increasing their COlll

pensation shall take effect during the existence of the Legislature which 

(a) 3 Ide., 326; 4 "Me., 140; 6 Me., 412; 7 NIe., 273; 9 Me., 54; II 
"Me., 208; 12 "Me., 354; 16 :Me., 479; 3 I Ide., 172, 360; 32 Me., 343, 526 ; 
33 j\/Ie., 558, 587; 35 Me., 3 I9; 37 Me., J 56; 39 Me., 258; 42 Me., ISO, 299, 
429; 43 Me., 202; 45 Me., 507; 49 Me., 346, 507; 55 Me., 190, 200; 58 
Me., 594, 60I; 59 Me., 85, 3J8, 549, 553; 60 Me., 122; 68 "Me., 582 ; 74 
Me., 137-140; 95 :Me., 98, .575; 99 Me., 527; IOO Me., 180; I03 Me., 508; 
107 Me., 260; 109 Me., 175. 

(b) 35 lVIe., 563; 70 Me., 563, 585, 588, 593, 594, 595, 596, 597, 609, 
6Jo; 71 Me., 370; 95 Me., 588. 
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enacted it. The expenses of the House of Representatives in travelling 
to the Legislature and returning therefrom, once in each session and no 
more, shall be paid by the State out of the public treasury to every mem
ber, who shall seasonably attend, in the judgment of the house, and does 
not depart therefrom without leave. 

Sec. 8. The senators and representatives shall, in all cases ex,ept 
treason, felony or breach of the peace, be privileged from arrest during 
their attendance at, going to, and returning from each session of the 
Legislature; and no member shall be liable to answer for anything 
spoken in debate in either house, in any court or place elsewhere. 

SEc. 9. Bills, orders or resolutions, may originate in either house, and 
may be altered, amended or rejected in the other; but all bills for rai&ing 
a revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives, but the Senate 
may propose amendments as in other cases; provided, that they shall not, 
under color of amendment, introduce any new matter, which does not 
relate to raising a revenue. 

Sec; 10. No senator or representative shall, during the term for 
which he shall have been elected, be appointed to any civil office of profit 
under this State, which shall have been created, or the emoluments of 
which increased during such term except such offices as may be filled by 
elections by the people, provided, that this prohibitioll shall Hot extelld to 
the members of the first Legislature. 

Sec. 11. No member of Congress, nor person holding any office under 
the United States (post-officers excepted) nor office of profit under this 
State, justices of the peace, notaries public, coroners and officers of the 
militia excepted, shall have a seat in either house during his being such 
member of congress, or his continuing in such office. 

Sec. 12. Neither hOllse shall, during the session, without the consent 
of the other, adjourn for more than two days, nor to any other place 
than that in which the houses shall be sitting. 

SEC. 13. The Legislature shall, from time to time, provide, as far as 
practicable, by general laws, for all matters usually appertaining to spe
cial or private legislation. 

Sec. 14. Corporations shall be formed under general laws, and shall 
not be created by special acts of the Legislature, except for municipal 
purposes, and in cases where the objects of the corporation cannot other
wise be attained; and, however formed, they shall forever be subject to 
the general laws of the State. (a) 

Sec. IS. The Leg'islature shall, by a two-thirds concurrent vote of 
both branches, have the power to call constitutional conventions. for the 
purpose of amending this constitution. 

[Sections sixteen to twenty-two inclusive added by Amendment XXXL] 

ARTICLE \T.-PART FIRs'!'. 

ExeCU'l'IVE POWERS. 

-travelling 
expenses. 
69 Me., 596. 

:iHembers are 
exenlpt frOlll 
arrest. 
16 Me., 132. 
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Either house 
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-proviso. 
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to be ap
pointed to 
certain offices. 
3 Me., 481. 
32 Me., 52~. 
95 Me., 588. 
(Proviso.) 
(Obsolete.) 

Persons clis-
(j ualifiecl to 
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95 Me., 585, 536. 

Adjournments. 

Special legis
lation. 
(Resolve of 
Feb. 24, 1875: 
.1-~lnendlnent 
xiv.) 
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to be 
i'ol'lned under 
general laws. 
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Feb. 24,1375: 
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xiv.) 

Consti tu tional 
conventions. 
(Resolve of 
Feb. 24, 1875: 
J\111endnlent 
xix.) 

Sec. 1. The supreme executive po\\'er of this State shall be vested Governor. 
in 2. Governor. 72 Me., 546, 503. 

Sec. 2. The Governor shall be elected by the qualified electrJrs, and 
shall hold his office aile :year from the first vVednesday of January ill 
each year. 

SEC. 3. The meetings for election of governor shall be notified, held, 
and regulated, and votes shall be received, sorted, counted, declared and 
recorded, in the same manner as those for senators and representatives. 

(a) 83 Me., 440; 91 Me., 194; 98 NIe., 114. 

Election. 
70 Me., 59l. 
110 :,vle., 10l. 
(See Amend
Illent xxiiL) 

lIleetings for 
choice of 
governor. 
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They shall be sealed and returned into the Secretary's office in the same 
ma nneI', and at the same time as those for senators. And the secretary 
of state for the time being shall, on the first 'Wednesday of January, then 
next, lay the lists before the Senate and House of Representatives, and 
also the lists of votes of citizens in the military service returned into the 
secretary's office, to be by them examined, and, in case of a choice by a 
IIwjorit:>, of all the votes returned, they shall declare and publish the 
sall1e. But if no person shall have a majority of votes, the House of 
Representatives shall, by ballot, from the persons having the four high
est numbers of votes on the lists, if so many there be, elect two persons 
and make return 01 their names to the Senate, of whom the Senate shall, 
by ballot, elect one, who shall be declared the Governor. 

SE:e. 4. The Governor shall, at the commencement of his term, be not 
tess than thirty years of age; a natural born citizen of the United States, 
have been five years, or frolll the adoptioll of this COllstitution) a resi
dent of the State; and at the timc of his election and during the term 
for which he is elected, be a resident of said State. 

SE:e. 5. No person holding any office or place under the United 
States, this State, or any other power, shall exercise the office of Gov
ernor. 

SIIe. 6. The Governor shall at stated times, receive for his services a 
compensation, which shall not be increased or diminished during his con
tinuance in office. 

SE:e. 7. He shall be commandcr-in-chief of the army and navy of the 
State and of the l1lilitia, except when called into the actual service of the 
United States; but he shall not march nor convey any of the citizens out 
of the State, without their consent or that of the Legislature, unless it 
shall become necessary, in order to march or transport them from one 
part of the State to another for the defence thereof. 

SE:c. 8. He sha!l nominate, and, with the advice and consent 0.£ the 
council, appoint all judicial officers, coroners, and notaries public; and 
he shall also nominate, and with the advice and consent of the council, 
appoint all other civil and military officers, whose appointment is not by 
this Constitution, or shall not by law be otherwise provided for; and ev
ery such nomination shall be made seven days, at least, prior to such ap
poin tmen t. ( a) 

SE:c. 9. He shall from time to time give the Legislature information 
of the condition of the State, and recommend to their consideration such 
measures, as he may judge expedient. 

SE:c. 10. He may require information from any military officer or 
any officer in the execntive department, upon any subject relating to the 
duties of their respective offices. 

SE:C. II. He shall have power, with the advice and consent of the 
council, to remit, after conviction, all forfeitures and penalties, and to 
grant reprieves, commutations and pard,ons, except in cases of impeach
ment, upon such conditions, and with such restrictions and limitations, 
as may be deemed propel', subject to such regulations as may be provided 
by law, relative to the manner of applying for pardons. And he shall 
communicate to the Legislature at each session thereof, each case of 
reprieve, remission of penalty, commutation or pardon granted, stating 
the name of the convict, the crime of which he was convicted, the sen
tence and its date, the date of the reprieve, remission, commutation or 
pardon, and the conditions, if any, npon which the same was granted. 

SE:c. 12. He shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed. 
SIIC. I~. He may, on extraordinary occasions, conv~ne the Legisla

ture; and in cases of ciisagreement between the two houses with respect 

(a) 32 :Me., 526; 72 'Me., 547; 109 'Me., 391. 
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to the time of ::tdol1rnment, adjourn them to such time as he shall think 
proper, not beyond the day of the next alill./wl meeting; and if, since the 
last adjournment, the place where the Legislature were next to convene 
shall have become dangerons from an enemy or contagious sickness, may 
direct the session to be held at SOllle other convenient place within the 
State. 

SEC. 14. VYhencver the office of Governor shall become vacant by 
death, resignation, removal from office or otherwise, the president of the 
Senate shall exercise the office of Governor until another Governor shall 
be duly qualified; and in case of the death, resignation, removal from 
office or disqualilication of the president of the Senate so exercising the 
office of Governor, the speaker of the [louse of Representatives shall 
exercise the office, until a president of the Senate shall have been chosen; 
and when the ofllee of Governor, president of the Senate, and speaker 
of the House shall become vacant, in the recess of the Senate, the per
son, acting as Secretary of State for the time being, shall by proclama
tion convene the Senate, that a president may be chosen to exercise the 
office of Governor. And whenever either the president of the Senate or 
speaker of the House shall so exerc1se said office, he shall receive only 
the compens<ition of Governor, but his duties as president or speaker 
shall be suspended; and the Senate or House shall fill the vacancy until 
his duties as Governor shall cease. 

ARTICLE V.-PAIn' SECOND. 

COUNCIL. 

SEC. I. There shall be a Council, to consist of seven persons, citi
zens of the United States, and residents of this State, to advise the 
Governor in the executive part of government, whom the Governor 
shall have full power, at his discretion, to assemble; and he with the 
Councillors, or a maj ority of them, may from time to time, hold and keep 
a council, for ordering and directing the affairs of State, according to 
law. 

SEC. 2. The Councillors shall be chosen allllllaliy, on the first \V'ed
nesday of January, by joint ballot of the senators and representatives in 
convention; and vacancies, which shall afterwards happen, shall be filled 
in the same manner; but not more than one Councillor shall be elected 
from any district, prescribed 'for the election of senators; and they shall 
be privileged from arrest in the same manner as senators ancl represen
tatives. 

SEC. 3. The resolutions and advice of Council, shall be recorded in a 
register, and signed by the members agreeing thereto, which may be 
called for by either house of the Legislature; and any Councillor may 
enter his dissent to the resolution of the majority. 

SEC. 4. No member of Congress, or of the Legislature of this State, 
nor any person holding any office under the United States, (post-officers 
excepted), nor any civil officers uncler this State (j llstiees of the peace 
and notaries public excepted), shall be Councillors. And no Councillor 
shall be appointed to any oHiee during the time for which he shall have 
been elected. 

ARTICLE Y.-PART THIRD. 

SEC)(E'I'ARY. 

SEC. I. The Secretary of State shall be chosen allllllall\l at the first 
session of the Legislature, by joint ballot of the senators and representa
tives in convention. 
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CONs'l'r'fu'!'TON OF AlAINE. 

SEC. 2. The records of the State shall be kept in the office of the 
Secretary, who 11lay appoint his deputies, for whose conduct he shall be 
a ccoun ta bl e. 

SEc. 3. He shall attend tht Governor and Comicil, Senate and House 
of Representatives, in person or by his deputies, as they shall respective
ly require. 

SEC. 4. He shall carefully keep and preserve the records of all the 
official acts and proceedings of the Governor and Council, Senate and 
House of Representatives, and, when required, lay the same before eith
er branch of the Legislature, and perform such other duties as are en
joined by this Constitution, or shall be required by law. 

ARTICLE V.-PAR1' FOURTH. 

TREASURER. 

SEC. 1. The Treasurer shall be chosen allllllally, at the first session 
of the Legislature, by joint ballot of the senators and representatives in 
convention, but shall not be eligible. more than five years successively. 

SEc. 2. The Treasurer shall, before entering on the duties of his of
fice, give bond to the State, with sureties, to the satisfaction of the Leg
islature, for the faithful discharge of his trust. 

SEc. 3. The treasurer shall not, during his continuance in office, en
gage in any business of trade or commerce, or as a broker, nor as an 
agent or factor for any merchant or trader. 

SEc. 4. No money shall be drawn from the treasury, but by warrant 
from the Governor and Council, and in consequence of appropriations 
made by law; and a regular statement and account of the receipts and 
expenditures of all public money, shall be published at the commence
ment of the alllllwl session of the Legislature. 

ARTICLE VI. 

J UDICIAI, POWER. 

SEc. 1. The judicial power of this State shall be vested in a Supreme 
Judicial Court, and such other courts as the Legislature shall from time 
to time establish. 

SEC. 2. The justices of the Supreme Jndicial Court shall, at stated 
times receive a compensation, which shall not be diminished during their 
continuance in office, but they shall receive no other fee or reward. 

Sec. 3. They shall be obliged to give their opinion upon important 
questions of law, and upon solemn occasions, when required by the Gov
ernor, Council, Senate, or House of Representatives. (a) 

SEc. 4. All judicial officers now in office or who may be hereafter 
appoillted shall, from alld after the first day of March in the year eigh
rteen hundred and forty, hold their offices for the term of seven years 
from the time of their respective appointments, (unless sooner removed 
by impeachment or by address of both branches of the Legislature to the 
Executive) and no longer unless re-appointed thereto. 

SEC. 5. Justices of the peace and notaries public, shall hold their of
fices during seven years, if they so long behave themselves well, at the 
expiration of which term, they may be re-appointed or others appointed, 
as the public interest may require. 

SEC. 6. The justices of the Supreme J udieial Court shall hold no of
fice under the United States, nor any State, nor any other office under 
this State, except that of justice of the peace. 

(a) 58 lVIe., 572, 573, 574; 70 :Me., 583, 608, 610, GIl, 612; 72 Me., 
544, 560 ; 81 :M e., 602; 85 Me., 545; 95 Me., 565, 572 ; 103 Me., 514. 
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SEC. 7. Judges and registers of probate shall be elected by the people 
of their respective counties, by a plurality of the votes given in at the 
a/lJ/.1lal election, on the second Monday of September, and shall hold their 
offices for four years, commencing on the first day of January next after 
Itheir election. (a) Vacancies occurring in said offices by death, resig
nation or otherwise, shall be filled by election in manner aforesaid, at 
the September election next after their occurrence; and in the meantime, 
the Governor, with the advice and consent of the Council, may fill said 
vacancies by appointment, and the persons so appointed shall hold their 
offices until the first day of January thereafter. 

SEC. 8. Judges of municipal and police courts shall be appointed by 
the executive power, in the same manner as other judicial officers, and 
shall hold their offices for the term of four years; provided, however, 
that the present inculJlbellts shall hold their offices for the term for 
which they were elected. (b) 

ARTICLE VII. 

MII,ITARY. 

SEC. 1. The captains and subalterns of the militia shall be elected by 
the written votes of the members of their respective companies. The 
field officers of regiments by the written votes of the captains and sub
alterns of their respective regiments. The brigadier generals 111 like 
manner, by the field officers of their respective brigades. 

SEC. 2. The Legislature shall, by law, direct the manner of notify
ing the electors, conducting the elections, and making returns to the 
Governor of the officers elected; and, if the electors shall neglect or re
fuse to make such elections, after being duly notified according to law, 
the Governor shall appoint suitable persons to fill such offices. 

SEC. 3. The major generals shall be elected by the Senate and House 
of Representatives, each having a negative on the other. The adjutant 
general and quartermaster general shall be chosen aJ/.l/ually by joint ballot 
of the sellators and 'representatives in convention. But the adjutant 
general shall perform the dL1ties of quartermaster general, until other
wise directed by law. The major generals and brigadier generals, and 
the commanding officers of regiments and battalions, shall appoint their 
respective staff officers; and all military officers shall be commissioned by 
~he Governor. (c) 

SEC. 4. The militia, as divided into divisions, brigades, regiments, 
battalions and companies pursuant to the laws now in force, shall remain 
so organized, until the same shall be altered by the Legislature. 

SEC. 5. Persons of the denominations of quakers 'lnd shakers, justices 
of the Supreme Judicial Court and ministers of the gospel may be ex
empted from military duty, but no other person of the age of eighteen 
and under the age of forty-five years, excepting officers of the militia 
who have been, hOllorably discharged, shall be so exempted, unless he 
shall pay an eql1ivalent to be fixed by law. 

ARTICLE VITI. 

Ln'I\RATUHE. 

A general diffusion of the advantages of education being essential to 
the preservation of the rights and liberties of the people; to promote this 
important object, the Legislature are authorized, and it shall be their 

(a) 44 Me., 388; 61 lVIe., 602; 64 Me., 596; 68 :Me., 587; 79 Me., 439. 
(b) 62 Me., 299; 72 Me., 563; 79 rvIe., 439. 
(c) 44 Me., 388 ; 70 rvIe., 59!. 
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CONS1'I1'U'fION OF ]l.IAINE. 

duty to require, the several tmvns to make sl1itable prOVlSlOn, at their 
own expense, for the support and maintenance of public schools; and it 
shall further be their duty to encourage and suitably endow, from time 
to time, as the circumstances of the people may authorize, all academies, 
colleges and seminaries of learning within the State; provided, that no 
donation, grant or endowment shall at any time be made by the Legis
lature to any literary institution now established, or which may hereafter 
be established, unless, at the time of making such endowment, the Legis
lature of the State shall have the right to grant any further powers to 
alter, limit or restrain any of the powers vested in, any such literary in
stitution, as shall be judged necessary to promote the best interests 
thereof. 

ARTICLE IX. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

SEC. I. Every person elected or appointed to either of the places or 
offices provided in this Constitution, and every person elected, appointed, 
or commissioned to any judicial, executive, military or other office under 
this State, shall, before he enter on the discharge of the duties of his 
place or office, take and subscribe the following oath or affirmation: "I 

do swear, that I will support the Constitution of the United 
States, and of this State, so long as I shall continue a citizen thereof. 
So help me God." 

"I do swear, that I will faithfully discharge, to the best of 
my abilities, the dltties incllmbent on me as according to the 
Constitution and laws of the State. So help me God." Provided, that 
an affirmation in the above forms may be substituted, when the person 
shall be conscientiously scrupulous of taking and subscribing an oath. 

The oaths or affirmations shall be taken and subscribed by the Gov
ernor and councillors before the presiding officer of the Senate, in the 
presence of both houses of the Legislature, and by the senators and repre
sentatives before the Governor and Council, and by the residue of said 
officers, before sltch persons as shall be prescribed by the Legislature; 
and whenever the Governor or any councillor shall not be able to attend 
during the session of the Legislature to take and subscribe said oaths or 
affirmations, said oaths or affirmations may be taken and subscribed in 
the recess of the Legislature before any justice of the Supreme Judicial 
Court; provided, that the sellators and reprcscntatives, first elected WI

der this COllstitution. shall take alld subscribe such oaths or affirmatiolls 
before the president of the convelltioll. . 

SEC. 2. No person holding the office of justice of the Supreme 
J ucEcial Court, or of any inferior court, attorney general, county at
torney, treasurer of the State, adjutant general, judge of probate, register 
of probate, register of deeds, sheriffs or their deputies, clerks of the 
judicial courts, shall be a member of the Legislature; and any person 
holding either of the foregoing offices, elected to, and accepting a seat in 
the Congress of the United States, shall thereby vacate said office; and 
no pel'son shall be capable of holding or exercising at the same time 
within this State, more than one of the offices before mentioned. (a) 

SEC. 3. All commissions shall be in the name of the State, signed by 
the Governor, attested by the secretary or his deputy, and have the seal 
of the State thereto affixed. 

SJ~c. 4. And in case the elections required b~r this Constitution on the 
first \'Verlnesday of January aJlJlually, by the two houses of the Legisla
ture, shall not be completed on that day, the same may be adjourned 

(a) 7 Ivle., I4; 64 Me., I95; 68 Me., 59.J-; 71 Me., 209; 95 Me., 575; 
105 Me., I03; I09 Me., 384. 
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from day to day, until completed, in the following order; the vacancies 
in the Senate shall first be filled; the Governor shall then be elected, if 
there be no choice by the people; ami afterwards the two houses shall 
elect the council. 

SBc. 5. Every person holding any civil office under this State, may be 
removed by impeachment, for misdemeanor in office; and every person 
holding any office, may be removed by the Governor, with the advIce of 
the Council, on the address of both branches of the Legislature. But 
before such address shall pass either house, the causes of removal shall 
be stated and entered on the journal of the house in which it originated, 
and a copy thereof served on the person in office, that he may be f,ld
mitted to a hearing in his defence. 

SBc. 6. The tenure of all offices, which are not or shall not be other
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SBc. 7. \IVhile the public expenses shall be assessed on polls and es
. tates, a general valnation shall be taken at least once in ten years. (a) 

SBc. 8. All taxes upon real and personal estate, assessed by author
ity of this State, shall be apportioned and assessed equally, according to 
the just value thereof. (b) 

SBc. 9. The Legislature shall never, in any manner, suspend or sur
render the power of taxation. (c) 

SEC. 10. Sheriffs shall be elected by the people of their respective 
counties, by a plurality of the votes given in on the second :Monday of 
September, and shall hold their offices for two years from the first day of 
January next after their election. Vacancies shall be filled in the same 
manner as is provided in the case of judges and registers of probate. 

SBC'. II. The attorney general shall be chosen alllluaily by joint bal
lot of the senators and representatives in the convention. ';'Vacancy in 
said office, occurring when the Legislature is not in session, may be filled 
by the appointment of the Governor with the advice and consent of the 
Council. (d) 

SEC. 12. But citizens of this State, absent therefrom in the military 
service of the United States or of this State, and not in the regular army 
of the United States, being otherwise qualified electors, shall be allowed 
to vote for judges ,md registers of probate, sheriffs, and all other county 
officers on the Tuesday next after the first .Monday in November) in the 
'year aile thousand eight lllllldred alld sixty-faitI') and their votes shall be 
counted alld allowed ill the same mallner and with the same effect as if 
giz,ell on the secolld Jl!Ionda'j' of September in that year. Alld they shall 
be allowed to 7'ote for all such officers on the second :Monday in Septem
ber a//l/ually thereafter forever. And the votes shall be given at the 
same time and in the same manner, and the names of the several can
didates shall be printed or written on the same ballots with those for 
Governor, senators and representatives, as provided iti section four, 
article second of this Constitution. 

SEC. 13. The Legislature may enact laws excluding from the right of 
suffrage, for a term not exceeding ten years, all persons convicted of 
bribery at any election, or of voting at any election, under the influence 
of a bribe. 

(a) 62 :Me., 73, 451; 63 :Me., 277, 285; 84 .Me., 215; 86 Me., 502. 
(b) 62 .Me., 73, 451 ; 63 :Me., 277, 285; 67 Me., 136; 70 Me., 522, 607; 

72 :Me., ,SI8, 525; 73 ]Vle., 526; 84 Me., 21 5; 86 Me., 498, 502; 88 .Me., 
180; 93 Me., 594; ()6 .Me., 522; 97 :Me., 597; 102 Me., 528; 109 Me., 169. 

(c) 62 Me., 62, 451: 84 .Me., 2[5. 
(d) 70 Me., 591. 
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·CONSTITuTION OF MAINE. 

SEC. I4. The credit of the State shall not be directly or indirectly 
loaned in any case. The Legislature shall not create any debt or debts, 
liability 9r liabilities, on behalf of the State, which shall singly or in the 
aggregate, with previous debts and liabilities hereafter incurred at any 
one time, exceed three hundred thousand. dollars, except to suppress in
surrection, to repel invasion, or for purposes of war; but this amendment 
shall not be construed to refer to any money that bas been, or may be 
deposited with this State by the government of the United States, or to 
any fund which the State shall hold in trust for any Indian tribe. 

SEC. IS. The Stai e is authorized to issue bonds payable withill twenty
one years, at a rate of interest not exceedillg si.t:' per cent. a year, payable 
semi-all1lually, which bonds or their proceeds shall be dez'oted solely 
towards the reimbltrsement of the expe ndituresinwrred b:;.' the cities, 
tOWIIS and planta.tions of the State for war purposes during the rebellion, 
upon the followillg basis: Each city, to'wn and plantation shall receive 
from the State one hfilldred dollars for every man furnished for the 
militar:;' service of the United States ul/der and after the call of Iltly. 
second, eighteen hundred and sixty-two, and accepted by the United States 
towards its quota for the term of three years, alldin the sallie proportion 
for every 1I1an so furnished alld accepted for allY shorter period; and the 
sa1lle shall be ill fllll payment for allY claim UPOIi the State 0/1 account of 
its war debts by all)' such mUllicipality. A commission appointed by the 
Gover/wI' and Council shall determille the amount to which each cit:;l, 
town and plantation is elltitled; to be devoted to sitch reimbursement, the 
Sltrplus, if any, to be appropriated to the soldiers who enz.isted or were 
drafted and went at any time durillg the war, or if deceased, to their legal 
·representatives. The issue of bonds hereby authorized shall not e.rceed 
in the aggregate three million five hundred thousand dollars, alld this 
amendment shall 1I0t be collstrued 16 pl'rlllit the credit of the State ·to be 
directly or indirectly loalled ill an}1 other case or for allY other purpose, 

SEC. r6. The Legislature may by law authorize the dividing of towns 
haying not less than four thousand inhabitants, or hay,jng voters residing 
on any island within the limits thereof, into yoting districts for the elec
tion of representatives to the Legislature, and prescribe the manner in 
which the votes shall be received, counted, and the result of the election 
declared. 

[Section seventeen added by Amendment XXXV.] 

ARTICLE X. 

SClIE;DUI,E. 

SEC, I. All laws now in force in this State, and not repugnant to 
this Constitution, shall remain, and be in force, until altered or repealed 
by the Legislature, or shall expire by their own limitation. 

SEC. 2. The Legislature, whenever two-thirds of both houses shall 
deem it necessary, may propose amendments to this Constitution; and 
when any amendments shall be so agreed upon, a resolution shall 
be passed and sent to the selectmen of the several towns, and the 
assessors of the several plantations, empowering and directing them to 
notify the inhabitants of their respective towns and plantations, in the 
11talliler prescribed by law, at their lle.vt allnllal meetings in the month of 
September, to give in their votes on the question, whether such amend
ments shall be made; and if it shall appear that a majority of the in
habitants voting on the question are in favor of such amendment, it shall 
become a part of this Constitution. 



CONS'rI'I'UTlON OF :MAINE;. 

SE;C. 3. After the alllelldmellts proposed herewith shall have been 
submitted to popular vote, the chief justice of the Supreme Judicial 
COllrt shall arrallge the COllstitutioll, as alllellded, Illlder appropriate 
titles, aJ/d ·in pro/ll'r articles, parts alld sectiolls, omittillg all sectiolls, 
clallses alld words not ill force, alld 'I1lakillg 'IlO other challges in the pro
visiolls or la/lguage thereof, alld shall submit the same to the Legislature 
at ·its next sl'ssioll. And the draft, and arrangement, when approved by 
the Legislature, shall be enrolled on parchment and deposited in the of
fice of the Secretary of State; and printed copies thereof shall be pre
fixed to the books containing the laws of the State. And the Constitu
tion, with the amendments made thereto, in accordance with the pro
visions thereof, shall be the supreme law of the State. 

SEC. 4. Sections one, two and five, of article ten of the existing Con
stitution, shall hereafter be omitted in any printed copies thereof pre
fixed to the laws of the State; but this shall not impair the validity of 
acts under those sections; and section five shall remain in full force, as 
part of the Constitution, according to the stipulations of said section, 
with the same effect as if contained in said printed copies. (a) 

(a) The omitted sections may be found in the text of the Constitution pre
fixed to the official publication of the laws passed by the first legislature of 
the State, which convened May 31, 1820, pages XXIV-XXVII, and pages 
XXVIII-XXXI; also in the text of the Constitution prefixed to the publica
tion of the Laws of Maine, authorized by Resolve of March 8, 1821, Volume 
I, pages 41-50. 
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CONS'UTUTION OF NIAINJt. 

AMENDMENTS 
To tile Amended COllstitlttion of Maille, adopted in pllrsuallce of the 

secolld sectioll of the tel/th article of the Amended COllstitlttioll. 

ARTICLE XXII. 

Lnn'l'ATION Or<' lIIuNICTPAL INDJtB'n~DNEss. 

No city or town shall hereafter create any debt or liability, which 
singly, or in the aggregate with previous debts or liabilities. shall exceed 
five per centum of the last regular valuation of said city or town; pro
vided, however, that the adoption of this article shall not be construed as 
applying to any fund received in trust by said city or town, nor to any 
loan for the purpose of renewing existing loans or for war, or to temlJo
rary loans to be paid out of money raised by taxation, during the year 
in which they are made. (a) 

[The twenty-second amendment to the (amended) Constitution of Maine 
was proposed to the people by a Resolve of the tifty-sixth Legislature passecl 
February 9, 1877, and having been adopteel by the people at tile ensuing an
nual election, September 10, 1877, too]( el'foct aR a part of tile constitution 
January 2, H78, according to the provisions of tile Hesolve and tho proclame.
tion of Governor Connor issued December ~(), H77.J 

ARTICLE XXIII. 

DIl';N;'o/IAL EI,/tCTIONS AND B1JtNNIAL SJtSSIONS. 

The governor, senators and representatives in the legislature, shall be 
elected biennially, and hold office two years from the first vVednesday in 
January next succeeding their election; and the legislature, at the first 
session next after the adoption of this article, shall make all needful pro
visions by law concerning the tenure of office of all county officers, and 
concerning the annual or biennial reports of the state treasurer and other 
state officers and institutions; and shall make all such provisions by law 
as may be required in consequence of the change from annual to biennial 
elections, and from annual to biennial sessions of the legislature. Tile 
first election ullder this Article sllall be ill the 'year aile thousand eight 
lllll/dred alld eighty .. alld the first meetillg of the legislature ullder this 
article shall be on the first 117 edllesda:y of Jallllar:y, eiglzteclI hUJ/dred 
alld eightY-aile. . 

Section four, article two; section five, part one, article four; section 
foul', part two, article four; section one, part three, article four; section 
thirteen, part one, article five; section two, part two, article five; sec
tion one, part three, article five; section one, part fOllr, article five; sec
tion four, part fOllr, article five; section three, article seven; ·,section 
four, article nine, and section eleven, article nine, are amended, by sub
stituting the word 'biennial' for the word "annual" wherever it occllrs. 

Section two, part one, article five, is amended, by striking Ollt all after 
the word "office" and substituting therefor the following words: 'tor 
two years from the first \Vednesday of January next following the elec
tion.' Section seven, article six, and section two, article ten, are hereby 
amended by striking out the word "annual" and insert in place thereof 
the word 'biennial.' 

[The twenty-third amend mont was proposed to the people by a Hesolve of 
the fifty-eighth Leg-islatul'e passed l'darell 4, H7~, and llavll1g been aclopteel 
September 8, was declared to have become a part of the Constitution by a 
Resolve of March 19, 1880.] 

(a) S5 Me., SIS; 91 Me., 367; 92 Me., 292 ; 95 Me., 242; 96 Me., 239, 
254; 99 Me., 5[5; IOO Me., 30; 105 Me., 517; lIO ~IIe., 258. 



CONS'I'l'l'U'l'ION 01,' MAINE. 

ARTICLE XXIV. 

EU:C'l'lON OF GOVERNOR BY PI.UIlAI,I'l'Y Vo'rE. 

The constitution of this State shall be amended, in the third section of 
the first part of article five, by striking out the word "maj ority," 'wher
ever it occurs therein, and inserting in the place thereof the word 
'plurality.' 

[The twenty-fourth amendment was proposed to the people by a He solve of 
the tifty-ninth Legislature passed .January 27, 19~O, and having been adopU,d 
September 13, was proclaimed by Governor Davis to be a part of the Consti
tution, Nov. D, 1880.] 

ARTICLE XXV. 

BIENNIAL LI~GISLA'rIVB TERMS. 

Section two, article four, part first, of the constitution of this state, as 
amended under the "resolutions concerning an amt:ndment of the consti
tution of 'Maine," approved the fourth day of March, in the year eigh
teen hnndred and seventy-nine, shall be further amended by striking out 
the words "first vVednesday in January next succeeciing their election," 
and inserting in place thereof the words 'day next preceding the biennial 
meeting of the legislature, and the amendment herein proposed, if 
adopted, shall determine the term of office of senators and representa
tives to be elected at the annual meeting in September, in the year eigh
teen hundred and eighty, as wdl as the term of senators and representa
tives thereafter to be elected,' so that said section, as amended, shall read 
as follows: 

·SEC. 2. The h011se of representatives shall consist of one hundred 
and fifty-one members, to be elected by the qualified electors, and hold 
their office two years fro111 the day next preceding the biennial meeting 
of the legislature, al/d the alllendmel/t hereil/ proj)osed. if adopted, shall 
det!'J'lJlille the term of office of senators and representatives to be elected 
at the alllil/al mceting in September, in the 'year eighteen hundred and 
eiglzty, as well as the term of senators and j'epreselltatives thereafter to 
be elected. The legislature, which shall first be cOl/vcncd IIl/der this 
cOllstitlltioll, shall on or before the fiftcel/tlt day of August in the 'year 
of our Lord aile thousand cight hll/ldred al/d twel/ty-oue, and the legis
lature, within every subsequent period of at most ten years, and at least 
fi ve, cause the number of the inhabitants of the state to be ascertained, 
exclusive of foreigners not naturalized and Indians not taxed. The 
number of representatives shall, at the several. periods of making such 
enumeration, be fixed and apportioned among the several counties, as 
near as may be, according to the number of inhabitants, having regard 
to the relative increase of popUlation. The llumber of representatives 
shall, on said first apportionlllcl/t, be IIOt less than oue huudred and 1I0t 
more than aliI' hlllldred aud fifty.' 

[The twenty-ntth amendment was proposed to the people by a He sol V" of 
the nfty-ninth Legislature passed March 18, 1~80, anel was adopted 8eptember 
13, as appears fron1 the transaetions of the governor anc1 counCil, preserved in 
the offiee of the secretary of state, wherein it is recorded that the report or 
the committee on elections to that eft'ect was aceeptec[ by the council and ap
proved by the governor, October 20, 199O. 'rile amendnlent ,vas never pro
clahned by th8 governor nor declared by th0 Legislature, and it is not lCllOWll 
that any public evidence 01: its adoption is in existcnce.J 

ARTICLE XXVI. 

PROHIBITION OF THE IVlilNUFACTURE AND SALE OF IN'rOXICA1'ING 

LIQUOllS. 

The manufacture of intoxicating lirluors, not including cider. and the 
sale and keeping for sale of intoxicating liquors, are and shall be forever 
prohibited. Except, however, that the sale and keeping for sale of such 
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liquors for medicinal and mechanical purposes and the arts, and the sale 
and keeping for sale of cider may be permitted under such regulations as 
the Legislature may provide. The Legislature. shall enact laws with 
suitable penalties for the suppression of the manufacture, sale and keep
ing for sale of intoxicating liquors, with the exceptions herein specified. 

[The twenty-sixth amendment was proposed to the people by a resolve of 
the sixty-first legislature approved l<'ebruary 21, H~H, and having been 
adopted September ~, 1~84, was proclaimed by Governor Hobie to be a part of 
the Constitution, December ~, 1~~4, and tool< effect on the first Wednesday of 
January, H85.] 

ARTICLE XXVII. 

ELIGIBILITY OF 'I'HE TREASURER OF STA'fE. 

The tre~surer shall be chosen biennially, at the first session of the leg
islature, by joint ballot of the Senators and Representatives in conven
tion, but shall not be eligible more than six years successively. 

[The twenty-seventh amendment was proposed to the people by a resolve 
of the sixty-third legislature, approved March HI, 1~~7, and having been 
adopted September 10, H88, was proclaimed by Governor .Marble to be a part 
of the Constitution, December 1<1, H~~, and tool< effect on the first Wednesday 
of January, 1889.] 

ARTICLE XX VIII. 

ApPOINTMENT OF ADJU'l'ANT GENERAL. 

The major generals shall be elected by the senate and house of repre
sentatives each having a negative on the other. The adjutant general 
and quarter-master general shall be appointed by the governor. But the 
adjutant general shall perform the duties of quarter-master general until 
otherwise directed by law. The maj or generals and brigadier generals 
and the commanding officers of regiments and battalions, shall appoint 
theil' respective staff officers; and all military officers shall be commis
sioned by the governor. 

['I'he twenty-eighth amendment was proposed to the ])eople by a resolve of 
the sixty-fourth leg'islature, appl!oved March 31, H91, and having been 
adopted September 12, 1892, was proclaimed by Governor Burleigh to be a 
part of the Constitution, December 1~. l~n, and toolc effect on tile first Wed
nesday of January, 18U3.] 

ARTICLE XXIX. 

EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATION OF VOTERS. 

No person shall have the right to vote or be eligible to office under the 
constitution of this state, who shall not be able to read the constitution 
in the English language and write his name; provided, however, that the 
provisions of this amendment shall not apply to any person prevented by 
a physical disability fro111 complying with its requisitions, nor to any per
son who now has the right to vote, nor to any person who shall be sixty 
years of age or upwards' at the time this amendment shall take effect. 

[The twenty-ninth amendment was proposecl to tile people by a resolve of 
the sixty-fourth legislature, approved Avril 2, 1~ ill, and having been adopted 
Sept.ember 12, 1892, was proclaimed by Governor Burleigll to be a part of the 
Constitution, December 1~, 18V2, and tool< effect on tile lirst Wednesc]ay of 
January, 1893.] 

ARTICLE XXX. 

YACANCIES IN THI<; SENATE. 

Section fivE', in article fOllr, part two, is hereby :lll1ended by striking 
out the words "and in this manner all vacancies in the senate shall be 
snpplied as soon as may be after sllch vacancies happen," and substi
tuting therefor the following: 
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'Hut all vacancies in the senate, arising from death, resignation, re
moval from the State, or like causes, shall be filled by an immediate elec
tion in the unrepresented district. The governor shall issue his procla
mation therefor and therein fix the time of such election.' 

[The thirtieth amendment was proposed to the people by a resolve of the 
sixty-eighth leglslature, approved March ~7, lXU7, anel having been adopted 
September 12, 1898, was proclaimed by Governor JJowers to be a part of the 
constitution, October 25, 1898, and tool, effect on the first Wednesday of Jan
uary, 1899.] 

ARTICLE XXXI. 

TH~ DmEC'l' IN1'l'1ATIV~ OF L~G1SLA'l'lON AND OP'l'IONAJ, REjtBR~NDUM. 

Part first of article four is hereby amended as follows, namely: 
By striking out all of section one after the word "Maine" in the third 

line thereof, and inserting in lieu thereof the following words, 'but the 
people reserve to themselves power to propose laws and to enact or re
j ect the same at the polls independent of the legislature, and also reserve 
power at their own option to approve or reject at the polls any act, bill, 
resolve or resolution passed by the joint action of both branches of the 
legislature, and the style of their laws and acts shall be 'Be it enacted by 
the people of the state of Maine,' so that said section as amended, shall 
read as follows, namelv: 

'The legislative pow~r shall be vested in two distinct branches, a honse 
of representatives and a senate, each to have a negative on the other, 
and both to be styled the legislature of Maine, but the people reserve to 
themselves power to propose laws and to enact or reject the same at the 
polls independent of the legislature, and also reserve power at their own 
option to appro-{e or reject at the polls any act, bill, resolve or resolution 
pi\ssed by the joint action of both branches of the legislature, and the 
style of their laws and acts shall be, 'Be it enacted by the people of the 
state of :Maine.' 

Part third of artic.le four is hereby amended as follows, namely: 
By inserting in section one, after the words "biennially and"in the 

second line thereof, the words 'with the exceptions hereinafter stated,' so 
that said section shall read as amended: 

'The legislature shall convene on the first vVednesday of January, 
biennially, and, with the exceptions hereinafter stated, shall have full 
power to make and establish all reasonable laws and regulations for the 
defense and benefit of the people of this state, not repngnant to this con
stitution nor to that of the United States.' 

Part third of article four is further amended by adding to said article 
the following sections to be numbered from sixteen to twenty-two in
clusive, namely: 

S~c. 16. No act or joint resolution of the legislature, except such 
orders or resolutions as pertain solely to facilitating the performance of 
the business of the legislature, of either branch, or of any committee or 
officer thereof, or ~ppropriate money therefor or for the payment of sal
aries fixed by law, shall take effect until ninety days after the recess of 
the legislature passing it, unless in case of emergency, (which with the 
facts constituting the emergency shall be expressed in the preamble of 
the act), the legislature shall, by a vote of two-thirds of all the members 
elected to each house, otherwise direct. An emergency bill shall include 
only such measures as are immediately necessary for the preservation of 
the public peace, health or safety; and shall not include (I) an infringe
ment of the right of home rule for municipalities, (2) a franchise or a 
license to a corporation or an individual to extend longer than one year, 
or (3) provision for the sale or purchase or renting for more than five 
years of real estate. 
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SEC. 17. Upon written petition of not less than ten thousand electors, 
addressed to the governor and filed in the office of the secretary of state 
within ninety days after the recess of the legislature, requesting that one 
or more acts, bills, resolves or resolutions, or part or parts thereof/ 
passed by the legislature, but not then in effect by reason of the pro
visions of the preceding section, be referred to the people, such act~, 
bills, resolves, or resolutions or part or parts thereof as are specified in 
snch petition shall not take effect until thirty days after the governor 
shall have announced by public proclamation that the same have been 
ratified by a majority of the electors voting thereon at a general or spe
cial election. As soon as it appears that the effect of any act, bill, re
solve, or resolution or part or parts thereof has been suspended by pe
tition in manner aforesaid, the governor by public proclamation shall 
give notice thereof and of the time when such measure is to be voted on 
by the people, which shall be at the next general election not less tha.n 
sixty days after snch proclamation, or in case of no general election 
within six months thereafter the governor may, and if so requested in 
said written petition therefor, shall order such measure submitted to the 
people at a special election not less than four nor more than six months 
after his proclamation thereof. 

SEc. 18. The electors may propose to t11e legislature for its consid
eration any bill, resolve or resolution, including bills to amend or repeal 
emergency legislation but not an amendment of the state constitution, by 
written petition addressed to the legislature or to either branch thereof 
and filed in the office of the secretary of state or presented to either 
branch of the legislatnre at least thirty days before the close of its ses
sion. Any measure thus proposed by not less than twelve thousand 
electors, unless enacted without change by the legislature at the session 
at which it is presented, shall be submitted to the electors together with 
any amended form, substitute, or recommendation of the legislature, and 
in such manner that the people can choose between the competing meas
ures or reject both. v\Then there are competing bills and neither re
ceives a majority of the votes given for or against both, the one receiv
ing the most votes shall at the next general election to be held not less 
than sixty days after the first vote thereon be submitted by itself if it re
ceives more than one-third of the votes given for and against both. If 
the measure initiated is enacted by the legislature without change, it 
s11all not go to a referendum vote 'unless in pursuance of a demand made 
in accordance with the preceding section. The legislature may order a 
special election on any measnre that is subject to a vote of the people. 
The governor may, and if so requested in the written petitions addressed 
to the legislature, shall, by proclanlation, order any measure proposed to 
the legislatl\1'e bv at least twelve thousand electors as herein provided, 
and not enacted i)y the legislature without change, referred to the people 
at a special election to be held not less than four or more than six 
months a fter such proclamation, otherwise said measure shall be voted 
upon at the next general election held no.t less than sixty days after the 
recess of the legislature, to which such measure was proposed. 

S~;c. 19. Any measure referred to the people and approved by a ma
jority of the votes given thcreon shall, unless a later date is specified in 
said measure, take effect and become a law in thirty days after the gov
ernor has made public proclamation of the result of the vote on said 
measure, which he shall clo within ten days after the vote thereon has 
been canvassed and determined. The veto power of the governor shall 
not extend to any measure approved by vote of the people, and any 
measure initiated by the people and passed by the legislature without 
change, if vetoed by the governor and if his veto is sustained by the leg
islature shall be referred to the people to be voted on at the next general 
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election. The legislature may enact measures expressly conditioned up
on the people's ratification by a referendum vote. 

SEC. 20. As used in either of the three preceding sections the words 
'electors' and 'people' mean the electors of the state qualified to vote for 
governor; 'recess of the legislature' means the adjournment without day 
of a session of the legislature; 'general election' means the November 
election for choice of presidential electors or the September election for 
choice of governor and other state and county officers; 'measure' means 
an act, bill, resolve or resolution proposed by the people, or two or more 
such, or part or parts of such, as the case may be; 'written petition' 
means one or more petitions written or printed, or partly written and 
partly printed, with the original signatures of the petitioners attached, 
verified as to the authenticity of the signatures by the oath of one of the 
petitioners certified thereon, and accompanied by the certificate Df thc 
clerk of the city, town or plantation in which the petitioners reside that 
their names appear on the voting list of his city, town or plantation as 
qualified to vote for governor. The petitions shall set forth the full text 
of the measure requested or proposed. The full text of a measure sub
mitted to a vote of the people under the provisions of the constitution 
need not be printed on the official ballots, but, until otherwise provided 
by the legislature, the secretary of state shall prepare the ballots in such 
form as to present the question or questions concisely and intelligibly. 

SEC. 21. The city council of any city may establish the initiative and 
referendum for the electors of such city in regard to its municipal af
fairs, provided that the ordinance establishing and providing the method 
of exercising such initiative and referendum shall not take effect until 
ratified by vote of a majority of the electors of said city, voting thereon 
at a municipal election. Provided, however, that the legislature may at 
any time provide a uniform method for the exercise of the initiative and 
referendum in municipal affairs. 

SEC. 22. Until the legislature shall enact further regulations not in
consistent with the constitution for applying the people's veto and direct 
initiative, the election officers and other officials shall be governed by the 
provisions of this constitution and of the general law, supplemented by 
such reasonable action as may be necessary to render the preceding sec
tion self executing. 

[The thirty-first amendment was proposed to the people by a resolve of the 
seventy-third legislature, approved March 20, 1U07, and having been adopted 
September 14, 190H, was proclaimed by Governor Cobb to be a part of the 
constitution October 30, 1908, and took el1'oot on the first Weclnesclay of Jan
uary, 1n09.J 

ARTICLE XXXII. 

ADOP1'ION OF AMENDMEN1'S. 

Section two in article ten as amended by the resolve of the fifty-eighth 
legislature passed March fourth, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, and 
adopted September eighth, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, is hereby 
further amended by striking out the words: "in the manner prescribed 
by law, at their next biennial meetings in the month of September," and 
inserting in place thereof the words: 'to meet in the manner prescribed 
by law for calling and holding biennial meetings of said inhabitants for 
the election of senators and representatives on the second "Monday in 
September following the passage of said resolve;' so that said section as 
amended, shall read as follows: 

'SEc. 2. The legislature, whenever two-thirds of both houses shall 
deem it necessary, may propose amendments to this constitution; and, 
when any amendments shall be so agreed upon, a resolution shall be, 
passed and sent to the selectmen of the sc"eral towns, and the assessors 
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of the several plantations, empowering and directing them to notify the 
inhabitants of their respective towns and plantations, to meet in the 
manner prescribed by law for calling and holding biennial meetings of 
said inhabitants for the election of senators and representatives, on the 
second Monday in September following the passage of said resolve, to 
give in their votes on the question, whether such amendments shall be 
made; and if it shall appear that a majority of the inhabitants voting 
on the question are in favor of such amendment, It shall become a part 
of this constitution.' 

[The thirty-second amendment was proposeel to the people by a resolve of 
the seventy-thll'd legIslature, approved March ~~, tV07, anel having been 
adopted S~pt"mber 14, IVOS, was proclaimed by (~overnor Cobb to be a part ot 
the constitutIon October 30, 1908, and tool< effect on the first Weelnesday ot 
January, 1909.] 

ARTICLE XXXIII. 

SEAT OF GOVERNME:N~'. 

Augusta IS hereby declared to be the seat of government of this State. 

ARTICLE XXXIV. 

LIlVIITATION OF MUNICIPAL INDE:BTEDNE:SS. 

Article twenty-two of said constitution, limiting municipal indebted
ness, is hereby amended by inserting after the word "town" in the first 
line thereof, the following words, 'having less than forty thousand in
habitants, according to the last census taken by the United States,' and 
by inserting after the word "however" in the fourth line, the following 
words, 'that cities having a population of forty thousand or more, ac
cording to the last census taken by the United States may create a debt 
or liability which single or in the aggregate with previous debt or liab
ility, shall equal seven and one-half per centum of the last regular valua
tion of said city, that cities of forty thousand inhabitants or over, may, 
by a majority vote of their city government, increase the present rate 
of five per centum by one-fourth of one per centum in anyone municipal 
year until in not less than ten years, the maximum rate of seven and 
one-half per cent is reached, that any city failing to take the increase in 
anyone municipal year then the increase for that year is lost and no 
increase can be made until the next year as providecl above, and provid
ed further,' so that said article as amended, shall read as follows: 

'N a city or town ha ving less than forty thousand inhabitants, accord
ing to the last cenSllS taken by the United States, shall hereafter create 
any debt or liability, which single or in the aggregate, with previous 
debts or liabilities shall exceed five per centulll of the last regular valua
tion of said city or town: provided, however, that cities having a pop
ulation of forty thousand or more, according to the last census taken by 
the United States, may create a debt or liability which single or in the 
aggregate, with previous debts or liabilities, shall equal seven and one
half per cent of the last regular valuation of said city, that cities 
of forty thollsand inhabitants, or over, may, by a majority vote of their 
city government, increase the pl'esent rale of five per centum by one
fonrlh of one per cent in 'anyone municipal year, until, in not less than 
ten years, the cnaximulll rate of seven and one-half per cent is reached, 
that any city failing to take the increase in anyone municipal year then 
the increase for that year is lost and no increase can be made until the 
next year as provided above, and provided further, that the adoption of 
this article shall not be construed as applying to any fund received in 
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trust by said city or town, nor to any loan for the pltrpose of renewing 
existing loans, or for war or to temporary loans to be paid out of the 
money raised by taxes lIu ring the year in which they were made.' 

['The· thirty-third and thirty-fourth amendments were proposed to the peo
pl6 by resolves of the seventy-fifth legislature, approved March :n, l~ll, aml 
by a resolve of the seventy-sixth legislature, approved ,January ~:!, lUI:!, were 
declared to have been adopted September 11, Bll. and by said declaration 
became a part of the cOnstitution.] 

ARTICLE xxxv. 
BOND ISSug FOR STATE HIGHWAYS. 

Article n1l1e of the constitution is hereby amended by adding the fol
lowing section: 

SF-c. I7, The legislature may authorize the issuing of bonds not ex
ceeding two million dollars in amount at anyone time, payable within 
forty-one years, at a rate of interest not exceeding four per centum per 
annum, payable semi-annually, which bonds or their proceeds shall be 
devoted solely to the building and maintaining' of state highways; pro
vided, however, that bonds issued and outstanding under the authority of 
this section shall never, in the aggregate, exceed two million dollars; the 
expenditure of said money to be divided equitably among the several 
counties of the state. 

Section fourteen of said article is amended by adding after the word 
"except," in the fifth line thereof, the following words: 'For the pur
poses of building and maintaining of state highways,' so that said sec
tion fourteen, as amended, shall read as follows: 

'SEC. 14. The credit of the state shall not be directly or indirectly 
loaned in any case. The legislature shall not create any debt or debts, 
liability or liabilities, on behalf of the state, which shall singly, or in the 
aggregate, with previous debts and liabilities hereafter incurred at any 
one time, exceed three hundred thousand dollars, except for the pur
poses of building and maintaining of state highways, to suppress insur
rection, to repel invasion, or for purposes of war; but this amendment 
shall not be construed to refer to any money that has been, or may be 
deposited with this state by the government of the United States, or to 
any fund which the state shall hold in trust for any Indian tribe.' 

[The thirty-fifth amendment was propos~(l to the p80ple by a resolve of the 
seventy-fifth 18gislature, approved March 25, 1n2, and by a resolve of the 
seYenty-sixth legislature, approved January 2H. lillH, was declared to have 
been adopted September 9, 1912, and by said declaration became a part of 
the constitution.] 

ARTICLE XXX VI. 

CLASSIFICATION OF PROPERTy FOR PURPOSES OF TAXATION. 

Section eight of article nine of the constitution is hereby amended by 
adding to said section the following words: 'But the legislature shall 
have power to levy a tax upon intangible personal property at such rate 
as it deems wise and equitable without regard to the rate applied 
to other classes of property,' so that said section as amended shall read 
as follows: 

'SEC. 8. All taxes upon real and personal estate, assessed by authority 
of this state, shall be apportioned ami assessed equally, according to tIle 
just value thereof; but the legislature shall have power to levy a tax upon 
intangible personal property at such rate as it deems wise and equitable 
without regard to the rate applied to other classes of property.' 

[The thirty-sixth amendment was propoRed to the people by a resolve 01' 
thc seventy-sixth Legislature approved April 4. Ina, and by a resolve of the 
seventy-seventh Legislature approved In5 was declared to have 
been adopted September 8, 1913, and by such (Ieclaration became a part of 
the eonstltution.] 
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further 
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Amendments 
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(See amend
ment xxxii.) 

CONSTITUTION OF MAINE. 

ARTICLE XXXVII. 

ADOPTION OF A"IENDMEN'l'S. 

Section two in article ten as amended by the resolve of the fifty
eighth legislature passed iVIarch fourth, eighteen hundred and seventy
nine, and adopted September eighth, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, 
as amended by the resolve of the seventy-third 19islature passed March 
twenty-eighth, nineteen hundred and seven, and adopted September 
fonrteenth, nineteen hundl'ed and eight, is hereby further amended by 
inserting' after the word "plantations" in the seventh line of said section 
two the following words: 'in the manner prescribed by law at the next 
biennial meetings in the month of September or,' so that said section as 
amended shall read as follows: 

'SEC. 2. The legislature, whenever two-thirds of both houses shall 
deem it necessary, may propose amendments to this constitution; and, 
when any amendments shall be so agreed upon, a resolution shall ,be 
passed and sent to the selectmen of the several towns, and the assessors 
of the several plantations, empowering and directing them to notify the 
inhabitants of their respective towns and plantations in the manner pre
scribed by law at the next biennial meetings in the month of September 
or to meet in the manner prescribed by law for calling and holding bien
nial meetings of said inhabitants for the election of senators and repre
sentatives, on the second iVIonday in September following the passage of 
said resolve, to give in their votes on the question, whether such amend
ments shall be made; and if it shall appear that a majority of the inhab
itants voting on the question are in favor of such amendment, it shall 
become a part of this constitution.' 

[The thirty-seventh amendment was proposecl to the people by a resolve of 
the seventy-sixth Legislature approved April U, IH1o, and by a resolve of 
the seventy-seventh Legislature approved I1I15 was declared 
to have been adopted September 8. IUD. and by such declaration became a 
part of the constitution.] 




