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History and Final Disposition 
 LD 1704 / HP1184 

An Act To Fund the Downeast Correctional Facility.  (Approved for introduction by a 
majority of the Legislative Council pursuant To Joint Rule 203.)  Presented by 
Representative TUELL of East Machias.  Referred to Joint Standing Committee on 
Criminal Justice and Public Safety. Public Hearing 01/29/18.  OTP-AM Accepted 
02/15/18.  Amended by: CA H-593, SA S-393.  Final Disposition:  Enacted.  (Veto 
Sustained 07/09/18). 

  
Original Bill 
 LD 1704 (128th Legis. 2018) 
  
Analyst's Summary of Bill 
 LD 1704 
  
Committee Materials 
 Joint Standing Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety 

● (Available on request—please include the following citation: cf128-LD-1704.pdf) 
  
New Drafts and Amendments 
 Amendment CA (H-593) (LD 1704 2018) (Passed) 
 Amendment HA (H-630) (LD 1704 2018) 
 Amendment SA (S-393) (LD 1704 2018) (Passed) 
  
Floor Proceedings and Debate 
 HOUSE, January 3, 2018 (H1216-1230) 
 ● p. H-1220 

 SENATE, January 9, 2018 (S1466-1478) 
 ● p. S-1471 

 HOUSE, February 15, 2018 (H1299-1315) 
 ● p. H-1301 (Remarks) (Roll Call(s) (p1306)) (Amendment(s) H-593) 
 SENATE, February 15, 2018 (S1577-1592) 
 ● p. S-1588 (Remarks) (Roll Call(s) (p1592)) (Amendment(s) H-593) 
 HOUSE, February 20, 2018 (H1316-1327) 
 ● p. H-1324 (Amendment(s) H-593) 
 HOUSE, March 6, 2018 (H1356-1368) 
 ● p. H-1366 (Roll Call(s)) (Amendment(s) H-593) 
 HOUSE, March 15, 2018 (H1371-1389) 
 ● p. H-1389 (Amendment(s) H-593) 

http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/LDs/128/128-LD-1704.pdf
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/Sums/128/sum128-LD-1704.pdf
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/LDs/128/128-LD-1704-CA_A_H593.pdf
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/LDs/128/128-LD-1704-HA_A_H630.pdf
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/LDs/128/128-LD-1704-SA_A_S393.pdf
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/LegRec/128/House/LegRec_2018-01-03_HD_pH1216-1230.pdf
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/LegRec/128/Senate/LegRec_2018-01-09_SD_pS1466-1478.pdf
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/LegRec/128/House/LegRec_2018-02-15_HD_pH1299-1315.pdf
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/LegRec/128/Senate/LegRec_2018-02-15_SD_pS1577-1592.pdf
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/LegRec/128/House/LegRec_2018-02-20_HD_pH1316-1327.pdf
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/LegRec/128/House/LegRec_2018-03-06_HD_pH1356-1368.pdf
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/LegRec/128/House/LegRec_2018-03-15_HD_pH1371-1389.pdf


 

 

 SENATE, March 20, 2018 (S1682-1701) 
 ● p. S-1698 (Remarks) (Amendment(s) H-593, S-393) 
 HOUSE, March 22, 2018 (H1416-1438) 
 ● p. H-1417 (Amendment(s) H-593, S-393) 
 HOUSE, March 27, 2018 (H1439-1459) 
 ● p. H-1456 (Remarks) (Roll Call(s) (p1458)) (Amendment(s) H-593, S-393) 
 HOUSE, March 28, 2018 (H1460-1472) 
 ● p. H-1471 (Amendment(s) H-593, S-393) 
 SENATE, March 29, 2018 (S1772-1789) 
 ● p. S-1784 (Amendment(s) H-593, S-393) 
 SENATE, June 20, 2018 (S2061-2095) 
 ● p. S-2079 (Remarks) (Amendment(s) H-593, S-393) 
 HOUSE, July 9, 2018 (H1790-1837) 
 ● p. H-1804 (Remarks) (Roll Call(s) (p1806)) (Amendment(s) H-593 (p1805), S-393 (p1805)) 
 SENATE, July 9, 2018 (S2135-2168) 
 ● p. S-2165 

  
News Articles 
 Bill would fund prison through 2019 (N/A) (Quoddy Tides, 9/22/2017, p. 21) ● (Available on 

request—please include the following citation: 128/LD17xx/nc128-LD-
1704/Clip17799.PDF) 

 Bill to fund Bucks Harbor prison moves forward (N/A) (Machias Valley News Observer, 
11/8/2017, p. 8) ● (Available on request—please include the following citation: 
128/LD17xx/nc128-LD-1704/Clip17868.PDF) 

 Prison looms large on legislative horizon (Ruth Leubecker) (Machias Valley News Observer, 
12/29/2017, p. 5) ● (Available on request—please include the following citation: 
128/LD17xx/nc128-LD-1704/Clip17966.PDF) 

 Downeast Correctional workers are told governor ‘will be watching closely' (Dennis Hoey) 
(Portland Press Herald, 1/30/2018, p. B1, B4) ● (Available on request—please include 
the following citation: 128/LD17xx/nc128-LD-1704/PPH 180130D.pdf) 

 Down East residents renew fight against LePage plan to close prison (A.J. Higgins) (Bangor 
Daily News, 1/31/2018, p. B1, B2) ● (Available on request—please include the following 
citation: 128/LD17xx/nc128-LD-1704/BDN 180131E.pdf) 

 Struggle intensifies for closing prison (Ruth Leubecker) (Machias Valley News Observer, 
2/7/2018, p. 1, 4) ● (Available on request—please include the following citation: 
128/LD17xx/nc128-LD-1704/Clip1851.PDF) 

 Downeast Correctional Facility -- Supporters of prison testify during hearing (Lora Whelan) 
(Quoddy Tides, 2/9/2018, p. 1, 15) ● (Available on request—please include the following 
citation: 128/LD17xx/nc128-LD-1704/Quoddy Tides 180209B.pdf) 

 Lawmakers, commissioners, move to contain damage after surprise prison closure (Sarah 
Craighead Dedmon) (Machias Valley News Observer, 2/14/2018, p. 1, 4) ● (Available on 
request—please include the following citation: 128/LD17xx/nc128-LD-1704/MVNO 
180214A.pdf) 

 LePage stalled in closing Downeast prison under legal agreement (Judy Harrison) (Bangor 
Daily News, 2/15/2018, p. A1, A2) ● (Available on request—please include the following 
citation: 128/LD17xx/nc128-LD-1704/BDN 180215A.pdf) 

http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/LegRec/128/Senate/LegRec_2018-03-20_SD_pS1682-1701.pdf
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/LegRec/128/House/LegRec_2018-03-22_HD_pH1416-1438.pdf
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/LegRec/128/House/LegRec_2018-03-27_HD_pH1439-1459.pdf
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/LegRec/128/House/LegRec_2018-03-28_HD_pH1460-1472.pdf
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/LegRec/128/Senate/LegRec_2018-03-29_SD_pS1772-1789.pdf
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/LegRec/128/Senate/LegRec_2018-06-20_SD_pS2061-2095.pdf
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/LegRec/128/House/LegRec_2018-07-09_HD_pH1790-1837.pdf
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/LegRec/128/Senate/LegRec_2018-07-09_SD_pS2135-2168.pdf


 

 

 House GOP stands with LePage to thwart bid to reopen Down East prison (Christopher 
Cousins) (Bangor Daily News, 2/16/2018, p. A1, A4) ● (Available on request—please 
include the following citation: 128/LD17xx/nc128-LD-1704/BDN 180216B.pdf) 

 Vote in Maine House casts doubt on future of prison that LePage wants to close (Kevin 
Miller) (Portland Press Herald, 2/16/2018, p. B1, B2) ● (Available on request—please 
include the following citation: 128/LD17xx/nc128-LD-1704/PPH 180216E.pdf) 

 Acting to create a prerelease center in Washington County (Joyce Maker) (Machias Valley 
News Observer, 2/28/2018, p. 6) ● (Available on request—please include the following 
citation: 128/LD17xx/nc128-LD-1704/MVNO 180228E.pdf) 

 Washington County deserves answers on pre-release center (Kimberley Rosen) (Ellsworth 
American, 3/1/2018, p. Sec. II, p.1) ● (Available on request—please include the 
following citation: 128/LD17xx/nc128-LD-1704/Ellsworth American 180301I.pdf) 

 Answers deserved on pre-release center (Kimberley Rosen) (Penobscot Times, 3/8/2018, p. 
12) ● (Available on request—please include the following citation: 128/LD17xx/nc128-
LD-1704/Penobscot Times  180308C.pdf) 

 DCF ruling deemed a ‘victory’ (Sarah Craighead Dedmon) (Machias Valley News Observer, 
3/21/2018, p. 1, 9) ● (Available on request—please include the following citation: 
128/LD17xx/nc128-LD-1704/MVNO 180321B.pdf) 

 DCF to reopen with minimal staff, inmates (Lora Whelan) (Quoddy Tides, 3/23/2018, p. 1,16) 
● (Available on request—please include the following citation: 128/LD17xx/nc128-LD-
1704/Quoddy Tides 180323B.pdf) 

 Rep Fredette visits Downeast Correctional Facility (Sarah Craighead Dedmon) (Machias 
Valley News Observer, 3/28/2018, p. 1, 8) ● (Available on request—please include the 
following citation: 128/LD17xx/nc128-LD-1704/MVNO 180328A.pdf) 

 I worked at the Down East prison Its closure is a blow to Maine’s corrections system (Mark 
Greenlaw) (Bangor Daily News, 3/29/2018, p. A7) ● (Available on request—please 
include the following citation: 128/LD17xx/nc128-LD-1704/BDN 180329F.pdf) 

 It’s time to put the controversy to rest and fund the Down East prison (Will Tuell) (Bangor 
Daily News, 4/6/2018, p. A7) ● (Available on request—please include the following 
citation: 128/LD17xx/nc128-LD-1704/BDN 180406E.pdf) 

 Judge leaves fate of Down East prison to lawmakers, who remain deeply split (Christopher 
Cousins) (Bangor Daily News, 4/10/2018, p. A1, A6) ● (Available on request—please 
include the following citation: 128/LD17xx/nc128-LD-1704/BDN 180410B.pdf) 

 Legislative budget negotiations to determine fate of DCF prison (Lora Whelan) (Quoddy 
Tides, 4/13/2018, p. 19) ● (Available on request—please include the following citation: 
128/LD17xx/nc128-LD-1704/Clip18181.PDF) 

 Bills in limbo after session not extended (Lora Whelan) (Quoddy Tides, 5/11/2018, p. 1,10) ● 
(Available on request—please include the following citation: 128/LD17xx/nc128-LD-
1704/Quoddy Tides 180511B.pdf) 

 LePage’s veto may doom future of correctional facility (Kevin Miller) (Maine Sunday 
Telegram, 7/8/2018, p. A1, A12) ● (Available on request—please include the following 
citation: 128/LD17xx/nc128-LD-1704/MST 180708A.pdf) 

 Governor vetoes over 200 bills; DCF and opioid aid bills nixed (Lora Whelan) (Quoddy Tides, 
7/13/2018, p. 1, 11) ● (Available on request—please include the following citation: 
128/LD17xx/nc128-LD-1704/Quoddy Tides 180713B.pdf) 
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