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History and Final Disposition 
 LD 551 / HP0408 

Original Title: An Act to Allow Recovery for Wrongful Death of Unborn Children. New 
Title: An Act to Allow Recovery for Wrongful Death of an Unborn Viable Fetus. 
Presented by Rep. Paradis of Augusta; Co-sponsored by Sen. Berube of Androscoggin, 
and Sen. Collins of Aroostook. Judiciary Hearing 04/13/89. Majority OTP-AM Accepted 
06/13/89 (Minority ONTP). Amended by: CA (Changed Title) H-429, SA/CA S-274. 
Enacted, Veto Sustained. 

  
Original Bill 
 LD 551 (114th Legis. 1989) 
  
Analyst's Summary of Bill 
 LD 551 
  
Committee Materials 
 Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary 

● (Available on request—please include the following citation: cf114-LD-0551.pdf) 
  
New Drafts and Amendments 
 Amendment CA (H-429) (LD 551) (Majority) (Passed) 
 Amendment SA/CA (S-274) (LD 551) (Passed) 
  
Floor Proceedings and Debate 
 HOUSE, March 6, 1989 (p241-248) 
 ● p. 245 

 SENATE, March 7, 1989 (p261-268) 
 ● p. 262 

 HOUSE, June 8, 1989 (p1160-1190) 
 ● p. 1166 (Remarks) (Roll Call(s) (p 1172)) (Amendment(s) H-429) 
 HOUSE, June 9, 1989 (p1210-1231) 
 ● p. 1226 (Amendment(s) H-429) 
 SENATE, June 12, 1989 (p1271-1297) 
 ● p. 1276 (Amendment(s) H-429) 
 SENATE, June 12, 1989 (p1271-1297) 
 ● p. 1290 (Amendment(s) H-429) 
 SENATE, June 13, 1989 (p1312-1343) 
 ● p. 1324 (Remarks) (Roll Call(s) (p 1327)) (Amendment(s) H-429) 
 

http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/LDs/114/114-LD-0551.pdf
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/Sums/114/sum114-LD-0551.pdf
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/LDs/114/114-LD-0551-CA_A_H429.pdf
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/LDs/114/114-LD-0551-CA_A-SA_A_S274.pdf
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/LegRec/114/House/LegRec_1989-03-06_HP_p0241-0248.pdf
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/LegRec/114/Senate/LegRec_1989-03-07_SP_p0261-0268.pdf
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/LegRec/114/House/LegRec_1989-06-08_HP_p1160-1190.pdf
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/LegRec/114/House/LegRec_1989-06-09_HP_p1210-1231.pdf
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/LegRec/114/Senate/LegRec_1989-06-12_SP_p1271-1297.pdf
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/LegRec/114/Senate/LegRec_1989-06-12_SP_p1271-1297.pdf
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/LegRec/114/Senate/LegRec_1989-06-13_SP_p1312-1343.pdf


 SENATE, June 13, 1989 (p1312-1343) 
 ● p. 1342 (Amendment(s) H-429) 
 HOUSE, June 14, 1989 (p1344-1380) 
 ● p. 1363 (Amendment(s) H-429, S-274) 
 SENATE, June 14, 1989 (p1380-1391) 
 ● p. 1382 (Amendment(s) H-429, S-274) 
 HOUSE, June 16, 1989 (p1429-1478) 
 ● p. 1471 (Amendment(s) H-429, S-274) 
 HOUSE, June 19, 1989 (p1525-1563) 
 ● p. 1544 (Remarks) (Roll Call(s) (p 1548, 1549)) (Amendment(s) H-429, S-274) 
 SENATE, June 19, 1989 (p1564-1588) 
 ● p. 1571 (Amendment(s) H-429, S-274) 
 HOUSE, June 30, 1989 (p1782-1806) 
 ● p. 1784 (Remarks) (Amendment(s) H-429, S-274) 
 HOUSE, June 30, 1989 (p1782-1806) 
 ● p. 1799 (Remarks) (Roll Call(s) (p 1800)) 
 SENATE, June 30, 1989 (p1807-1827) 
 ● p. 1826 

  
News Articles 
 New law would give status to the unborn (Leighton, Kim) (Morning Sentinel, 4/13/1989) ● 

(Available on request—please include the following citation: /LD05XX/nc114-LD-
0551/SB114660.pdf) 

 2 bills heard focusing on the unborn (Quinn, Francis X.) (Kennebec Journal, 4/14/1989) ● 
(Available on request—please include the following citation: /LD05XX/nc114-LD-
0551/SB114749.pdf) 

 Broader wrongful death law urged (Associated Press) (Portland Evening Express, 4/14/1989) 
● (Available on request—please include the following citation: /LD05XX/nc114-LD-
0551/SB114750.pdf) 

 State panel mulls bill to give unborn legal status (Ellingwood, Kenneth) (Morning Sentinel, 
5/18/1989) ● (Available on request—please include the following citation: 
/LD05XX/nc114-LD-0551/SB114887.pdf) 

 Softened' bill may win support (Guy Gannett Service) (Portland Press Herald, 5/18/1989) ● 
(Available on request—please include the following citation: /LD05XX/nc114-LD-
0551/SB114898.pdf) 

 House moves towards giving fetuses legal life (Ellingwood, Kenneth) (Morning Sentinel, 
5/22/1989) ● (Available on request—please include the following citation: 
/LD05XX/nc114-LD-0551/SB114907.pdf) 

 House approves fetal rights bill (Ellingwood, Kenneth) (Kennebec Journal, 6/9/1989) ● 
(Available on request—please include the following citation: /LD05XX/nc114-LD-
0551/SB1141028.pdf) 

 Senate OK's bill to allow damages in fetal death (Adams, Glenn) (Kennebec Journal, 
6/14/1989) ● (Available on request—please include the following citation: 
/LD05XX/nc114-LD-0551/SB1141004.pdf) 

 Dozens of bills receive final approval in House (Associated Press) (Bangor Daily News, 
6/20/1989) ● (Available on request—please include the following citation: 
/LD05XX/nc114-LD-0551/SB1141114.pdf) 

http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/LegRec/114/Senate/LegRec_1989-06-13_SP_p1312-1343.pdf
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/LegRec/114/House/LegRec_1989-06-14_HP_p1344-1380.pdf
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/LegRec/114/Senate/LegRec_1989-06-14_SP_p1380-1391.pdf
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/LegRec/114/House/LegRec_1989-06-16_HP_p1429-1478.pdf
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/LegRec/114/House/LegRec_1989-06-19_HP_p1525-1563.pdf
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/LegRec/114/Senate/LegRec_1989-06-19_SP_p1564-1588.pdf
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/LegRec/114/House/LegRec_1989-06-30_HP_p1782-1806.pdf
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/LegRec/114/House/LegRec_1989-06-30_HP_p1782-1806.pdf
http://lldc.mainelegislature.org/Open/LegRec/114/Senate/LegRec_1989-06-30_SP_p1807-1827.pdf


 McKernan vetoes bill on fetus-death rights (Ellingwood, Kenneth) (Morning Sentinel, 
6/30/1989) ● (Available on request—please include the following citation: 
/LD05XX/nc114-LD-0551/SB1141053.pdf) 

  
To obtain items available on request, or to report errors or omissions in this history, please contact: 
 Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library  
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