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LAWS 
OF TIIE 

. CQMMONWEAL1.'HOF MASSACHUSETrrS, 

PASSED BY THE GENERAL COURT, 

AT THEIR SESSION, WHICH COMMENCED ON THE ~7th DA. Y OF 

MAY, AND ENDED ON THE 13th 'OF JUNE, 1818, 

CHAP. I. 

An Act for continuing in force" An a,.ct respecting tlle 
Oourts of Probate in the county of N ol'folk." 

., 

BE it enacted by tlre Senate and House of 
. Representatives, in General Co'urt assembled, and by 

the authority of the same, 'That an act, entitled "An 
act respecting the Courts of Probate in the county of 
Norfolk," passed on the fourteenth day of June, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and six",­
teen, be, and the same is hereby continued in force, 
until repealed by the Legislature: P'l'ovided howeve1~, 
that there sllall be, hereafter, three terms only of said 
Court of Probate, hohlen in the first parish in Wreno 
tham, in eac1I yeal', succe~sively, at such times as the 
.1 udge of Probate for said county shall appoint. 

[Appl'oved by the Governor, .June 6, i818.J 



SUP. JUDICIAL COUlt'.ro June 12, 18i8. 

CIIAP. II. 

An Act in further addition to "An act establishing a 
law term of the Supreme Judicial Court to be holden 
within and for the counties of Plymouth and Bristol." 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and Hous.e oJ 
llep1'esentatives, in General Court assembled,. and by 
the authority of the same, 'rltat the counties of Bttrn­
stable and Dukes" County shall be and they hereby al'e 
annexed to the law circuit of the Supreme Judicial 

Counties au- Oourt, now held at Plymouth and Taunton for the 
nexed. counties of Plymouth and Bristol, alternately antI an­

nually. Alld all the provisions, privileges, duties and 
l'equirmnents, contained in " an act establishing a law 
term of the Supl'eme Judicial Court to be holden with .. 
in and for the counties of Plymouth and Bristol," passa 
ed on the second day of Mal'ch, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eigllt hundred and fifteen; also, in an 
aet, entitlell "an act in addition to the act establishing ~ 
a law term of the 8upreme Judicial CQurt within au{l 
for the counties of Plymouth and Bl'istol," passed on 
the twenty-fourth day of January, in the year of our 
Lord, one thousand eight hundred and sixteen, shall ex­
tend to, and operate upon all actions, suits, processes, 
and matters and things, now by law to be heard, tried 
and aeted on, in the Supreme Judicial Court. to be held 
at Barnstable, in the county of Barnstable, and for the 
counties of Barnstable and Dukes' County, and whi~h 
Dlay hereafter arise and happen within the same coun­
ties of Barnstable and Dukes' County, in the same way 
and manner as if the said counties of Barnstable and 
Dukes' County had been nalned and included in the 
aforesaid acts, and in the saine way and manner as the 
same provisions, privileges, duties, and requirements, 
now by law, extend to, and operate upon all actions, 
suits~ processes, and matters and thiugs, to be heard, 
tried and acted on in the Supreme Judicial Ooart, to 
be held by law at Plymouth and rraunton, for the coun .. 
ties of Plymouth and Bristol, annually and alternately, 
agl.'eeable to the provisions of the aforesaid acts. And 



"TRESP ASSES. June 1.2, i8H~. 

all the provisions, privileges, duties and requirements, 
contained in the acts aforesaid, as the same respects 
the Justices of the Supreme Judicial Oourt, their 
Clerks, and all other officers of the counties of Ply­
mouth and Bristol, shall extend to tlle said Justices, 
the Clerk of the Supreme Judicial Court for the coun­
ty of Barnstable, and su~h other officers in the counties 
of Barnstable and Dukes' County, ~n the same way and 
manner, as they now by law extend to them, in the 
counties of Plymouth and Bristol, by virtue of the acts 
aforesaid. 

SEC.~. Be it furthell" enacted, That from and after 
the first day of August next, the term of the Supreme 
Judicial Court, which, by the first section of the act, 
entitled "An act establishing a law term of the Su­
preme Judicial Oourt to be holden within and for the 
counties of Plymouth and Bristol," passed on the sec- Times of hoMo 

ond day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand ing Courts. , 

eight hundred and fifteen, is therein provided to be hold. 
en annually, alternately at Plymouth, in the county of 
Plymouth, and at Taunton, in tIle county of Bristol, on 
the second Tuesday in July, shall be annually held at f( 

Plymouth, in the county of Plymouth, and for the coun-
ties of Plymouth, Bristol, Barnstable and Dukes' Ooun-
ty, on the second Tuesday in July .. 

[Appl>oved by the Governor, June 12, 1818.] 

CHAP. III. 

An Act in addition to the act, entitled" An act for the 
more effectually preventing of rrrespasses in diver§ 
cases." 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Jlepresentatives, in General Conrt assembled, and by 
the authm~ity oftke same, rrhat from and after the pass. 
ing of this act, if any person shall enter upon any grass 
land, orchard or garden, without permission from the 
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owner thereof, with intent to cut, destroy, take, or car­
ry away, any grass, hay, fruit, or vege~ables, with the 
intent to injure or defraud such owner, each person, set 
offending, shall forfeit and pay, for every such offence, 
a sum not less than two dollars, nor more than ten dol­
lars, to the use of the Oommonwealth, to be recovere(l 
on complaint before any Justice of the Peace of the 
county in which t4e offence shall be committed; and 
the persons so offending shall also be liable in dama .. 
ges to the party injured. 

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, 1.~hat from and after 
the passing of this act, if- any person, having entered 
,upon any, grass land, orchard or garden, shall take 
therefrom, without permission of the owner thereof, and 
with the intent to injure and defraud such owner, any 
gL'ass, hay, fl'uit, vegetable, or shrub, cultivated thereon 
for ornament or use, such person, so offending, shall 
forfeit and pay, for each offence, to the use of the Oom­
monwealth, a sum not less than five, nor more than fifty 
dollars, to be recovered by indictment, or information, 
before the Circuit Court of Common Pleas, in the coun­
ty where such offence shall be committed, or the Mu­
nicipal Court; of the town of Boston, if such offence be 
committed in the county of Suffolk; and the person, 
so offending, shall be also liable to the party injure(], 
in a sum equal to three. times the value of such grass, 
hay, fruit, vegetable, or shrub, to be recovered by action 
of the case in any Court of competent jurisdiction. 

SEC. 3. Be it lurthe'J~ enacted, Tha,t any person, 
who having entered upon any grass land, field or or­
chard, shall, without permis'3ion of the owner thereof, 
ancI with the intent to injuL'e him, brea]{, bruise, cut, 
mutilate, injure, or desteoy, any fruit tree, tree for 01'-' 

nament or shade, or shrub cultivated thereon, for orna­
ment or use, and which shall be standing or growing 
thereon, such person so offending, shall forfeit and pay 
to the use of the Oommonwealth, a sum not less than 
ten dollars, nor more thle\ll one hundred dollars, to be 
recoverer} by indictment or information, in manner as is 
provided in the second section of this act. 

SEC. 4. Be it fU/rther enacteil, That if any person 
shall commit any of the trespasses mentioned ill this 



BIRD ISLAND" Jzme 1;G, 18:18: 

act, on the Lord's day, or in the night time, that is to 
say, between suo setting and sun rising, be shall be lia-
ble to double the penalties and forfeitures, the same to D0.uhle Pen-

b d .I' d d . b.l' altles. e prosecute lor, an recovere, HI luanner as Clore 
provided; and aU prosecutions for breaches of this act, 
shall be commenced within one year from the time the 
offence shall be committed, or the penalties or forfeit-, 
ures shall have accrued, and not afterwards. 

[Approved by the Governor, June 12, 1818.] 

CHAP. IV. 

An Act for the preservation of Bird Island, in Boston 
Harbour. 

BE it enacted by the Senate and Ilouse of 
Bepl'ese ntatives in. General COU1't.. assembled, and by 
the authority of the same, ~.rhat from and after the pass­
sing of this act, no earth or stones shall be taken from 
the island, called Bird Island, in Boston hal~bour, in 
the county or Suffolk, without license first had and ob­
tained of the Selectmen of the said town of Boston, for 
tllat purpose, in writing, by the person btking tlle same, 
speCifying the quantit~ allowed to be removed, and the 
object of removing it. And every person, who, with. 
out permission obtained as aforesaid, sllall remove any 
earth or stones from the said Island, in any boat, or in 
any ship or vessel whatsoever, shall forfeit and pay for 
each offence, the sum of twenty dollars, to the use of 
the said town, to be recovered by the Selectmen of the 
saicl. town, by an action of debt, in any Oourt proper to 
try the same. 

[Approved by the Governor, June 1.2) 18:18.J 
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ClIA.P. V . 

. An Act to change the Names of the several persons 
therein mentioned. 

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives, in General CoU'rt assem,bled, and by 
the authority of the same, That from and after the pass. 
ing of this act, George Mayo Edgar of Boston, shall 
be allowed to take the name of Mayo Graves Edgar; 
that John Harris, son of the late Samuel Harris of Bos. 
ton, shall be allowed to take the name of John '\tVelch 
Ranis; that Daniel Johnson of Boston, shall be allow ~ 
cd to take the name 'of Daniel Bri4ges Johnson; that 
John' Wilkins of Boston, trader, sllall be allowed to 
take the name of John Fox Wilkins; that Robert 
Breck Williams,) son of Thomas lVilliams of Boston, 
shall be allowed to take the name of Robert Breck 
Garven Williams; that Daniel Ohase H.azeHine, resi­
£lent in Boston, (late of N ew .. Hampshire,) shall be 
allowed to take the name of Daniel Haz~1tine Chase, 
all of the county of Suffolk; that Benjaluin Bl;owne the 
third, of Salem, apothecary, shall be allowed to take 
the name of Benjamin F. Browne; that Josiah New­
hall of Lynn, shall be allowed to take the name of J 0-

siah Selkirk Newhall; that Jonathan Phillips of said 
Lynn, shall be allowed to take the name of Benjamin 
Jonathan Phillips, all of the county of Essex; that the 
name of Olem€"ntina Harrington of Southbridge be, and 
ltereby is confirmed to her the said Clementina; that 
Henry Marshall Pinkney.of Southborough, shall be 
allowed to take the name of Larkin N ewtol1; that 
Lucius Paige, son of Timothy Paige, Esquire, of Hard­
wicl{, shall be allowe,d to take the name of Lewis Rob­
inson Paige, all of the county of Worcester; that Elie 
jah Hoar, of Montagne, shall be allowed to take the 
name of Elijah Hanson, and that his several minor 
children shall be allowed to take the same name, viz •. : 
Lucretia IIansol1, Erastus Gunll Hanson, Mori1la Han­
son, Asahel Guon Hanson, and Elisha Shaw Hanson; 
that William Hoar, of Deerfield, shall be allowed to 



KILLING OF DEER. June 12, 1818 .. 

taIce the name of ,\Villiam Hanson, and that his several 
minor children shall be allowed to take the same name, 
viz.: Lucy Hanson, Al'iel Ilanson, Submit Hanson, Fla­
villa Hanson, John lVlilto'n fIanson, Caroline IIanson, 
Melinda Hanson, Persis Hanson, and Edwin Hanson '; 
that John Hoar of Greenfield, shall be allowed to take 
the name of .JolIn Hoar Wheeler; that John Cheney 
of Orange, shall be allowed to take the name of J~hn 
Oheney Hill, all of the county of Franklin; that Eli­
za Stebbins Snow of Northampton, in the county of 
Hampshire, shall be allowed to take the name of Eliza 
Snow Stebbins; tllat Briggs Sampson of Duxbury, in 
the "county of Plymouth, shall be allowed to take the 
name of Henry Briggs Sampson; that Benjamin Sisson, 
of Westl)ort, in the county of Bristol, shall be allowed 
to take the name of Benjamin Baylies Sisson; that 
Marsena Graton of Sandwich, in tIle county of Barn­
stable, shall be allowed to tal{e the name of Al "vin M .. 
"Graton; that Randolph Codman of Limerick, in the 
county of York, shall be allowed to take the name of 
Randolph Augustus Lawrence Codman. And the said 
several persons shall hereafter be called and known 
by the names, which, by this act they are severally and 
respectively allowed to take as aforesaid, and the same 
shall be consider~d as their only proper and legal name. 

[Approved by the Governor, JU)le 12, iSi8.] 

CHAP VI. 

An Act to prohibit the hunting anll killing of Deer, in 
the counties of Ham pden, Hampshire and Franklin. 

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Rep1'esentatit'es, in Gene1~al COU'l't assembled, and by 
the authority of the same, '"{'hat, until the expil'ation of 
five years from and after the passing of this act, if any 
person shall 1m nt, chase with dog or dogs, or intentiollo 
ally suue.' any dog or dogs to c11age, or shall kill any 
deer, not his own, within the connties of llampshire" 

2 

9 
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Hampden, or Fl'anldill, he shall, for every such offence~ 
fol'feit the sum of -twenty"otie. dollars, to be recovel'ed 
by action of debt, in any Oqurt proper to try the same; 
one moiety thel'eof to the use of the person suing there .. 
for, and the other llloiety thereof to the use of the town 
wherein such offence sball be committed. 

[Approved by the Governor,_ June 12, 1818.] 

CHAP. VII. 

An Act to alter the time of bolding the Boston Court of 
Oomnl0n Pleas, within aIHl for the cOl~nt.y of Suffolk. 

BE it enacted by the Senate and House' of 
Representatives, in Genwral CoU'rt assembled, and by 
the Cluth01~ity of the, same, That the Boston Court of 
Common Pleas, now by la-w appointed to be holden at 
Boston, within and fo1' the county of Suffolk, on the 
first Tuesday of October, annually, sllall, fl~om anel 
after the passing of this act, be holden at Boston with~ 
in and for the county of Suffolk, on the last Tuesday 
of September, annually. 

[Approved by 'the GOYel'nor, J nne 42th, 18i8. ] 

CHAP. VIII. 

An Act repealing an act, entitled" An act in addition to 
an act making provision for the holding of a term' of 
the Supreme Judicial Court in the counties of Frank~ 
lin and Hampden, and for altering the t.ime of hold­
ing the same in the counties of Ifampshire and 
Berkshire." 

SEC f. BE it enacted by tlie Senate and House of 
. llep'I'esentatives, in Gene'J'ul COU'llt assembled, and by 
the authority of the same, rfbat an act passed on the 



June 12, 18i8. 

§cventee'nth day of J nne, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and seventeen, entitled "An 
act in addition to an act making provision for the hold. 

1.1 

ing of it term of the Supreme Judicial Court in the Act repr~!e~. 
counties of Franklin and Hampden, and for altering 
the time of holding the same in the counties of HRlnp-
sllire and Berkshire," be, and the same is hereby l'e .. 
pealed.' . 

SEC. 2. Be it fU1~the1' enacted, That tIle Supreme 
Judicial Court, which shall be holden in the said 
county of Hampden,at their adjourned term, on the ~egnli(y ~rad. 
fi t .,.., d f Q t btl III . JOUl'ned Court, rs Lues ay 0 pep 'em er nex , S la lave cognIzance· 
of all crimes and offences committed within the said 
county of Hampden, in the same way and manner as 
they wouIel have at any regular and established tel'll! 
of said Court, and InRY direct the Clerk of said Oourt 
to summon a Grand Jury to attend at the said adjourned 
term, if in their opinion the nnmber of prisoners in the 
gaol in said county, or other circumstances, shall ren-
der it expedient or necessary. 

SEC. 3. Be it jU1'tlzer enacted, That aU appeals, 
which shall or may be made from any judgment, de- Legnlity o[ n1.'­

cree or sentence of the 'Circuit Court of Common Pleas, peals. 

)yhich shall be holden in said county of Hampden, on 
the fuurth J\fonday of August next, shaH ~e entered, 
have day, and be proceeded npon, at the adjourned 
term of the Supreme .Judicial Oourt to be holden in 
said county, on the first 'ruesday of September next? 
in the same ,yay and manner as by law appeals may be 
entered and acted upon at any regular term of said Court. 

[Approved by Ole Governor, June 1.~, i818.J 

CIIAP. IX . 

. An Act io alter the times of holding the Court of Ses~ 
sions in the county of Dukes' County. 

BE it enacted by the Senate and lIolise of 
RepresentativPts, in General Court assembled, and by 
the antho~~ity of the same: rrhat from anel after the pass Q 
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iug of this act, the Court of Sessions for Hle county of 
Dukes' Oounty, shaH be holden at Edgarton, ~n saill 
county, on the Wednesday next after the third Monday 
of May, an(l on the 'Vednesday next after the fil'St 
l\louday of November, annually; instead of the times 
lleretofore established for holding said Oourts; and all 
petitions, l'ecognizances, ,warrants, reports and pro­
cesses whatsoever, shall be returned to, be entered, have 
day in, and be proceeded upon, in the same Court, to 
he holden on such Wednesdays aforesaid, any law to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 

[Approved by the Governor; JUl1e 1~, 1818.J 

CHAP. -X. 

An Act directing the Judge of Pl'obate,Jwithin and for 
the county 'Of York, to hold Pl'ohate Ooul'ts in the . 
town of Limerick. 

BE it enacted by the Sen~te and House of 
Rep1~e,rJentatives, in General Court assembled, and by 
the authority of thl:1- same, 'That fl'om and after the first 
day of July next, the Judge of Probate, within and for 
the county of York, he, and he is hereby directed to 
hold two ¥robate O'ourts in each year in the 'town of 
-Limerick, in said county, at such times as he may think 
proper; previously giving public notice thereof in said 
count.y; any usage or law to the contrary notwith. 
standing. 

[Approved by the Governor, June 12, 1818.] 



GENERAL AND COM. FIELDS. Jttne i~, i8iS. 1.3 

CHAP. XI. 

An Act in further addition to an act, entitled "An act 
concerning general and common li'ields." 

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives, in General CotM~t assembled, and by 
the authority oj'the same, That when the major part, in 
interest, of the proprietors of any tract of land, consist .. 
ing of several allotments, shall be desirous of enclosinf" 
fencing and improvihg the same in one general field, 
tlley may apply to the Oourt of OOlnmOl1 Pleas in the 
county where such land lies; and when such land lies 
in different counties, then to tIle SupreIne Judicial Oourt 
to be holden in either; and on such application, the Manner of a • ' 

said Court shall notify the proprietOl's conce1'ned in said plying fO~'leR,e 
land to appear at the same Court at the same or the ~~:d~ce 111 

next term thereof, in such manner and form as the Oourt 
shall judge prop~r; and if on hearing the said propri-
etors, it shall be deemed for their general benefit by the 
said OOUI't, they shall decide that such land shall be 
fenced, enc10secl and improved in one general field; 
and after such tract of land shall be so established as 
a general field, the first nleeting of the proprietors may 
be called, on application to a Justice of the Peace, in 
the manner provided by the act, entitled "An act in 
further ad dition to an act, entitled an act concerning 
general and common fields," at any time in the year; 
and at such first meeting, the proprietors of such field 
may agtree upon the manner of calling and notifying 
future meetings, as well the annual as special meetings, 
of such proprietors; and such proprietors shall be en-
titled to all the rights and privileges, and subject to all 
the duties, to w bich proprietors of general and COlumon 
ields now are, by the laws of this Oommonwealth .. 

[Approved by the Governor, June 1~, 1818.] 
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CHAP. XII. 

£'\11 Act authorizing the town of Oharlestown to estab~ 
lish a .Board of IIealth. 

SEC. 1. BE it e~acted by tlieSenate and Rouse ~f 
Bepresentatives,in Gene1"al COU1't assembled, and by 
the authority of the same, That the inhabitants of the 
town of Oharlestown, qualified to vote for'towIlofficers, 
nlay, in the month of March, annually, in town meeting 
assembled, elect, by 'ballot, seven able and discreet 
persons, being freeholders" and residents in said town, 
to be a Board of Health,wll0se(1uty it shall be, when 

First meeting. notified by the Town Olerk, of their election as afore~ 
said, to meet within six days after snch notice, and 
organize themselves by electing a President and Sec~ 
retal'Y. The Secretary thus chosen, to be sworn tf) 
the faithful discharge of the duties of said office; which 
oath shall be entered and subscribed by such Sccre~ 
taJ'Y, on the records of said board, and attested by the 

Organizntion person administering the same; and a certificate frma 
of B031'cl. the records of said board, shall be l'eceived and admit­

ted as evidence in all cases relating to the proceedings 
of said board. On the death or resignation of any 
member of tI1e saill Board of Health, such vacancy 
shall be filleclby election, by ballot, at the next town 
meeting which lnay be holden after such-. vacancy 
~xists; and a majority of the board s'hall be competent 
to tl'ansact any business which the whole board could 
transact ' 

SEC. 2. Be it fU1·ther· enacteil, That the said Board 
of Health shall have power, and it is hereby made 
their duty, to examine into all causes of sickness, l1ui. 

General Pow- sances, and sources of filth, that may be injurious to 
el's. the inhabitants of the town of Oharlestown, which do 

or may exist within the limits of said town, Qr in any 
J vessel at any wharf within the limits thereof; and the 

same to destroy, remove, 01" prevent, as the case may 
require; and all the expenses .attending the same, to 
be paid by the 'person or persons, who caused such 
nuisance to exist, if known; and if not known, such 
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expense to be paid by the town: A.nd in all cases, 
"where such nuisance, source of filth, or cause of sick~ 
ness, shall be found on private properly, the owner or 
occupier thereof, on being notified by the authority of 
this board, and ordered to destroy or remove the same, 
shall forthwith remove or destroy such filth or nui­
sance; and in case said owner or occupier shall refuse 
or neglect to remove such filth, nuisance, or cause of 
sickness, from his, her, or their property, within the 
time specified by said board, he, she, or they, so of­
fending, shall forfeit and pay a fine, of not less than 
one dollar, nor more than one hundred, donal's, to be ' 
sued for and recovered by said Bmtr(l of l-iealth, in 
luanner hereafter directed. And any two members of 
this board may cause the same nuisance to be removed 
or destroyed, as the case Inay require; and all costs or 
expenses, incurred in removing or destroying the same, 
shall be paid by such owner or occupier, on whose 
prenlises, or in whose possession such cause of sick­
ness, nuisance, or source of filth may be found. And 
the said board may have power to appoint scavengers 
when necessary, to carry into effect the l'equirements 
of this act, and the same to l'em{)Ve, and substitute 
others at the pleasure of the board. 

SEC. 3. Be it further enacted, That the said Board 
of Health shall have power to seize, take, and destroy, Seizure). 

or to remove to any safe pJace within the limits of the 
town, or cause the same to be done, any nnw holesome 
and putrid, 01' tainted meat, fish, bread, vegetables, or 
other articles of the provision kind, or liquor, which in 
their opinion (first consulting some respectable physi~ 
dan of the town of Oharlestown,) shall be injurious to 
the health of those who might use them; and the cost 
of seizing, taking, destroying, or l'emoving, shall be 
paid by the person or persons" in whose possession the 
saIne unwholesome, putrid or tainted article shall or 
may be found ~ And whenever said board shall think 
it necessary for the preservation of the lives or health May en/:u 

of the inhabitants of said town, to enter forcibly any hous~s, 
building or vessel, having been refused such entry by 
the owner or occupier thereof, within the limHs of the 
town of Charlestown, for the purpose of examining into, 
destroying, removing or preventing any nuisance" source 
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of filth, or cause of sickness aforesaid, which said board 
Ilave l'eason to believe is contained in such buildin; or 
vessel; any member of said board, by order of said 
board, may apply to any Justice of the Peace, within 
and for the county of Middlesex, and on oath complain 
and state, on behalf of said board, the faets, as far as 
said board have reason to believe tlie same, r~lative to 
such nuisance, source of filth, or cause of sickne~s afore­
said; ,and such Justice shall thereupon issue his war­
rant directed to the Sheriff of the county of Middlesex, 
or either of his Deputies, or any. Oonstable of the town 
of Oharlestown, therein requiring them, or either of 
them, taking Wi~h them sufficient aid· and assistance, 
and also in company w~th said .Board of Uealtb, or any 
two members of the same_ between the hours of sun rise 
and sun set, to repair to the place where such nuisance, 
source of filth, or cause of sickness, complained of as 
existing as aforesaid, and tbere if found, the same. to 
destroy, remove or prevent,uuder the directions and 
agreeably to the order of said Board of Heal,th, or such 

Pl'o,'iso. members of the same as may be present for such pur­
pose: Provided however, that no Sheriff, Deputy 
Sheriff, or Oonstable, shall execute nny civil process, 
either by arrestin~ the body, or attaching 'the' goods or 
chattels of any person under color of. any entry made 
for the purpose aforesaid, unless such service could by 
law be made without such entry; and all services, so 
nlade under cover of such entry, shall be utterly void; 
and the officer making such serviceJshall be considered 
a trespasser to all intents ab initio; and in all cases 
where such nuisance, source of filth, or cause of sick. 
ness, shall be removed as aforesaid, the costs arising in 

:Flaes, such proceedings shall be paid by the person or person9 
who caused or permitted the same nuisance, source of 
filth, or cause of sielrness to exist, or in whose posses .. 
sion the same may be found. 

SEC. 4. lJe it f~~rther enacted" That the said Board 
of Health shall have power to Inake such rules, orders 
and l'egulations from time to time, for the preventing, 

Rules, &c. removing or destroying of all nuisances, sources of filth 
anll causes of sickness within the limits of the town of 
Oharlestown, which they may think necessary; which 
l'ules, orders and l'egulations, after having been posted up 
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in three or more public places within tIle town, shall 
continue in force ahd be obeyed by all persons until al. 
tel'eu or repealed by said board, or hy the town; and any 
person or persons who shall disobey or violate any such 
ruleI" orders or regulations so as aforesaid made. shall 
severally forfeit aHd pay for such oii'r,nce a sum not 'less 
than one dollar, nor, more than fifty donal'S, accordill; 
to the natuL'e and aggravation of such offence. 

SEC. 5. Be itfu1·ther enacted, That the powers aIHl 
duties which al'e given' to, or required of the Selectmen 
of the town of Oharlestown, by a law of this Common-
'wealth, passed on the twenty -second day of June, in the 
year of our Lord one thousau(l seven hundred atHi 
ninety seven, entitled "Au act to prevent the spread. 
ing of contagious sickness," and by the several acts, in 
addition thereto, shall be, and they hereby are trans- T)'unsfel' of 

ferred to, and made the duty of the Board of Health of po wei's. 

the town of Charlestown, from and after the election of 
said board, any thing in the said laws to the contrary 
notwithstanding. And for all expenses, which may 
arise in the execution of their duty, the said I{oard of 
Health shall be authorized to (haw upon the 1'own 
'TreasureL' of the town of Charlestown; and the accounts 

17 

of said board, including an l''2,ceipts and expenditures :\nmu,l."tatc< 

f 1 II b . d II d tIt IU nt (,1 ae· o money, S la e examIne annua y, an repor e( (} COUl!l3. 

the town by a committee chosen for that purpose; awl 
the same shall he paid by the Town '!'l'casnrer of the 
said town of Charlestown. 

SEC. 6. Be it fUl·the1~ enacted, 'rhat aU 'fines, for­
feitures and sums to be. paid, arising under any of the 
provisions of this act, shall be prosecuted for, by and in 
the name of the Board of 'Health of the town of C hal'les- Fines, 

town, in the same manner within the couniy of .iVlid4 
dlesex, as is pointed out by the twelfth section of an act 
passed on the twentieth day of June, oue thousand eight 
bundred and sixteen, entitled "An act to empower the 
town of Roston to choose a Board of llealth, and to 
prescribe theil' power and duty for the I'ecoyery of all 
fines and forfeitures arising uuder said act in the I:',on nty 
of Suffolk :" and all monies, arising by fines, forieitureg 
(i)r sums to be paid under any of the pl'o,Tisions of this 

3 
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act, shall enure to tbe use of the inhnl)itants of the town 
of Char~estown, and sbalL be accounted fQr by s.aid, 
board to the Treasurer of~said ,town. 

[Approved by the Governor, Jun~ ,:12, 1.818.J 

GRAP. XIII. 

An Act to l'eguTate·~the Fishery in lfirst Herring Bl'~ok, 
in the town of Scitu.ate. 

BE' it enacfted by the Senate and Ro'ltse oJ 
Rep1~esentati'ves, in Gene1~al COlwt assembled, and by 
the authority of the same, 'I'hat the Selectmen of the 

'V~l'dens. , town ef Scituate sllall be ~"Iish Wardens in said to'wn, 
theu' authorIty and sha It have authority to open necessary and conve. 

nient sluice ways through any dam er,ected on the First' 
Herring Brook, so called, in- said Scituate, ~nd shall 
aunually form and publish such regulations l'especting 
the preservation, and the thne and manner of taking 
alewives in said First Beniing Brook" with suitable 
fines and penalties annexed to the breach of said regl~­
lations as they may judge proper; said fines and pen~ 
nlties to be recovered by action ol'compla'int in any 
Court having cOlDl)etent jurisdiction: Provided, said 
l'egulations are not inconsistent with th~ constitution and 

Proviso. laws of this Oommonwealth : .1lnd provided also} that the 
said town of Scituate, at any legal meeting for that 
l)l1f'pose, shall have power to dispose of the right of 
fishing in said First HeLTing :Brook, according to the 
regulations aforesaid, to such )11erson8, and upon' suc'h 
terms, as they lllay determine to be proper '; and all fitj(js 
and penalties, which may be recovered for breaches of 

'<\PP!'opriMion thi"s act shall enUl'e one half to the coml)lainant, or 
of Fmes' -

. person who may SLle for and recover the same, and the 
other half ,to the poor of said town 0_. ~ cHuate. And 
the J said regulations, which may b~ J formed av 
adopt.ed by the Selectmen, shaU b-e recorded in th~ 
town records; and it shall be deemed sufficient notice 
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to alL pel'sons of the pUblication of said regulations, by 
posting them upin three several places in the said town, 
as the discretion of the Sele~tmen may direct. 

[Approyed by the Governor, June 12, 1818.] 

CHAP. XIV. 

An Act to establish theFirst Eaptist Society in Coll'ainc. 

, SEC • .1. BE it j enacted by the Senate anlliiouse nf 
Rep1~esentatives, in General Com~t assembled, and by 
the authority of the same, rrhat Jesse I.4yons, George 
\\Tinslow, David Smith, Calvin Smith ,the second, 
]~~benezer 1.'aylor, Eliphalet Adams, 'rhomas' }1"ox: 
:Ephraim Manning, John ~Ianning, Ira Cal1~ John 
8mith, Jonathan Johnson , 'Jonathan 1"1. Smith~ Lemuel Persons in. 

Pierce, Aal'on Carey, Rohert l'rlerryfield, Nathaniel corpol'ated. 

Smith, Hezekiah SmiJh,George Walkel', J nnior, Jacob 
Gragg, Reuben Hillman, Hugh McLellan, Micnjah 
Cadi, :EphraIm )Vilcox, Oirenus Wilcox, Edmund 
\V ood, Jonathan 'Totman, 8toe:ldard Totman, Caleb 
'I'otman, .Lathrop Perkins, Willard 'rhomas, junior, 
Aaron Coy, Joshua Vincent, Levy Coy,. Orien ·Vincent, 
Ivloses O. Howard, Aaron Coy, junior, Edward Ad~ 
ams, Jolm Burrington the second, Lemuel Eddy, Amasa 
vV'inslow, Abraham rrisdale, Heuhen Donelson, Daniel 
Donelson, Ignatius .Picldns, Robert Merryfield, junior, 
'VillanI rrhoJuas, Sebra Thomas, Simeon Blanoier, 
George Eels, John Oall, Ira Donelson, Jesse Pickins, 
Daniel B. ~prague, lleuhen Coy, Erastus Coy, John 
Smith the second, Samuel Brown, .James ='AcClallen, 

. and Daniel \\' ilcox, with their polls and estates, to. 
;ether with snch other persons of the baptist denonii­
nation, as may hereafter associate with them for religious 
worship, he, and they llerebyarc incorporated into a 
religious society, hy the name of the l?irst Baptist So­
ciety in Colraine; with all the powers and lll'i \'i1eges; 
and subject to aU the duties and requiL'ements of other 
l'eligious societies in this Commonwealth. 

19 
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SEC. 2. Be it further ~~acted, That arty inhabitant 
1ivin~ in Oolraine, or either of the adja~ent towns, who 
luay hereafter desire to join in l'eligious fellowship witb 
~aid li-'irst Baptist Society, shall have a right so to do, 

. by lettving with the Olerk of saidsoeiety, fifteen days 
before the a.nnual meet.ing ,thereof in March or April, 
a certificate in ·writing thereof; and shall also deliver a 
copy of the same to the Olerk of the town or society, 
with ,;vhich such person has been before connected, at 
least fifteen days before the annuril nieeting thereof in 
:l\'larch 01' April; anll such persoll, from the day of so 

COll(lition of leaving; such a certificate of his ifltentions, alHI sllch 
11lemuership. copy thereof aR afore"laid, shall he considered to all 

intents and purposes as belonging to said li'lirst Baptist 
Society; a,nu shall thereafter be exempted from fa,xa. 
tinn, of a nature exclusively parochial, in the town or 
~ociety, to which before that ltime he belonged 

SEC. 3. Be it f'lL1~thel"' enacted, 'I'hat when auy 
member of said First Baptist Society may s'ee cause to 

Cel,tificate of secede therefrom, and to unite with any othet, l>eligious 
sccession. . society in the town of Oolraille, or hleither of the ad. 

joining towns~ the lik~ rule, in relation to certificates, 
shall be observed and required, m'lttatis rnutandis,as is 
required in the second· section of this act :Provideil 
always, that in every case of secession from one society 
and joining another. the person so seceding shan be 
llOlden in law to pay his or her proportion of all taxes 
assessed, or votetl to be assessed, on him or her, and on 
his ·or her estate, in the'society so removed from. 

SEC. 4. Be it further enacted, That any Justice of 
the Peace within the county of Franklin, be, and he 
hereby is, on application thcl'efOl', empowered to issue 
hls warrant, directed to some freeholder belonging to 

:Firat me.eting. said First Baptist Society, requiring hilu to notify and 
warn the rhembers thereof, to meet at sllch convenient 
time and place,c as shall be therein appointed, to organ­
ize ~aid society, by ele,cting such offic~rs as are usual 
in other similar societies; and by transacting such 
other business of a parochial nature, as in said warrant 
shall be expressed. And such officers, so chosen, 
I$hall hold theil- respective offices until others_ shall be 
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chosen and sworn in their stead, in the 1110n th of March 
01' April next after, the first meeting of said First Bap­
tist 80ciety. 

[Approved by the Governor, June 12, 1818.J 

CHAP. XV. 

An Act to incorporate the American Insurance 
Company. 

SEC. L BEit enacted by the Senate and House of 
:Representatives; in riene'ral COU'l't assembled, and by 
the authority of the saine, rrhat 'rhomas H. Perkins, 
\Villiam II. Boardman, Paschal P. Pope, Jonathan 
Amory, junior, James Perkin~, Benjamin Rich, David 
Hinckley, Danipl P. Parker, Edmund ~Vlunroe, SethPel'sonsillCOl'~ 
I{nowles, Richard U. f"rucker, Samuel Parkman, jun- porated. 
ior, I{obed G. ~haw, J\lloses "" heeler, Ebenezer 
~"arley, -Francis J. OliYer, and Caleb Loring" with 
their associates, successors, and assigns. be, and they 
hereby are incorporated into a company and body 
politic, by the name of the American Insurance COlll-

pany; with the po-weI's and privileges granted to in- Powers, 
SU1'ance companies, and subject to all the restrictions, 
uuties and obligations, contained in a law of this Com'. 
monwealth, entitled "A.n act to deline the powers, 
duties anu restrictions of insurance c.ompanies," passed 
on the fifteenth day (If :February, in the year of our 
I.1ord one thousand eight hunured and eighteen, for and 
during the ternl of twenty Jears after the passing of this 
act; and Ly that name may sue and be sued, pleau and MHy sue and 

be impleaded, appear, prosecute and defend to final be sued. 
judgment and execution; and have a common seal, 
which they may alter at pleasure; and may purchase, 
hold and convey any estate, real or pet'sonal, for the 
use of said company; p1'ovided they shall not hold rr,al Proviso. 

estate exceeding the value of fifty thousand dollars~ ex­
cepting such aOs may be taken for debt, or held as col­
lateral security for monies clue to said company. 
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SEC.~. Be it f~t1'the'¥". enacteil, 'I'hat th~ capital 
stock of said company, exclush~e of premhnn notes and 
profits, arising fl'om business, shall not be less than 

Capital Stock. three hundred thousand dollars, nor more than five 
hundred thous;tnd dollars" and shall be' divided into 
shares of one hundL'eddollars ea~h; ten per centum of 
·which shall be paid in money, by-each and every sub. 
scriber, on the amount of his subscription, within ten 
days after public notice given by the President and 
Directors, chosen by the stockholders, in cany two of 
the papers printed in the town of Boston; 'and the l:es-

SeeUl'illes. iuue shall be secured _ by a deposit of stock of the U ni:­
ted States, or of this CommOlJwealth, or of some bank 
within this CommonweaHh, or such other security as. 
nlay be approved by three fourths of t}le Directors, and 
be paid in such sum or sums, at sllch time or times, and 
under such penalties as the said l?t'esident and Direc­
tors shall, in their discretion, direct and appoint. 

SEC. 3. Be it !~~rthf!:r' enacted,'fhat the stock, prop. 
erty, affairs and concerns of the said company shall be 

JH~nagemcnt manage{\ and conducted by thirteen. Directors, one of 
ofbusilJess. whom shall be President thereof, who shall hold their 

offices for one year. and until others are chosen, and no 
longer; and who shall at the time of their election, be 
stockholders, and citizens of this Oommonwealth ; and 
shall be elected on the second Tuesday of January, in, 
each and every year, at such time of the day" and in 

.t;.nnu~l elec- such place in the town of Boston, as a _majori,ty ,of the Di­
tlOn of officers. rectors for the time being, shall appoint; of which elec. 

tion, public notice shall be given in at least two of the 
newspapers printed in the town of Boston, and contin­
ued for the space of ten days immediately preceding 
such election ~,: and the election shall be made by bal­
lot, by a majority of the votes ~ of the stockholders 
present, allowing one vote to each share in the capital 
stock; p1~ovided that no stoC]{hohlel' shall be allowed 
more than thirty votes; and the stockholders not pre­
sent, may vote by proxy, under such regulations as 
the company shall prescribe. And if through unavoid­
able accident, the said Directors should not be chosen 
on the second Tuesday of January as aforesaid, it/ 
shall be lawful to choose them on any other day, in 
the manner herein prescribed. 
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SEC. 4, Be it further enacted, 1.'hat tbe DirectOl's, 
when ehosen, shalllneet as soon as may be, after eVel'Y 
election, and shall choose out of their body? one person Pl'esidem~y, 
to be President, who shall be swurn, faithfully to dis-
chal'ge the duties of his office; and who shall preside 
for one year: And in case of the death, resignation, Ot' 

inability to serve, of- the President, or any Director, yacancies 

such vacancy or vacancies, shall be filled for the re- filled up. 

mainder of the year in which they happen, by a special 
election for that purpose, to be held in the same manner 
as herein before directed, respecting annual elections 
of Directors. 

SEC. 5. Be it f~wther enacted, That the PresitIent 
and three of the Directors, or four of the Directors in BOHl'd ofili­

the absence of the President, shall be a board compe- l'ectOl'S. 

tent, for the transaction of business; and all questions 
before them shall be decided by a majority of votes; 
and they shall have power to make and prescribe such Po'yel's ~nr~ 
by-laws rules and rep'ulations as to them shall apIJear dlltles ot D\~ , , c:5' 'reCLOl's. 

needful and proper, touching the management and dis-
position of the stock, property, estate, and effects of 
said company, and the transfer of the shal'e~, and 
touching the duties and conduct of th,e several officers, 
c1erk~, and servants employed, and the election of 

. Dil'ectol's, and all such matters as appertain to the 
business of insurance; and shall also have power to 
appoint a Secretary, and so many' Clerks and servants 
for carrying on the said bu~iness, and with such sala~ 
ries and allowances to them, and to the President, as 
to the said board shall seem meet: .Provided, that sllch 
by -law~ and regulations shall not be repugnant to the 
constitution and laws of this Commonwealth. 

SEC. 6. Be it fU1'ther enacted, ~'hat any two or 
more persons l1amed in this act of incorporation, are 
11ereby authorized to call a meeting of the saill com· [<'iest 11lccti."g ... I 

pany, as soon as may be, in Roston, l)y advertising 
the same for one week, in two of the newspapers print~ 
ed in the said town, for the purpose of electing a fil'§t 
EQard of Directors, who shall continue in office until 
the second 'l'uesday of January, in the year of one 
J~ord one thousand eight hundred and nineteen. 

[Approyed by the Governor, .T nne 12~ 'i8 l8.] 
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CHAP. XVI. 
~ 

An Act to annex Paril Crowell and others, to the Cal~ 
vinistic Congre~atiollalSociety, 'in Sandwich. 

. ,B E it enacteil by the Senate 'anilRouse J1J 
Representatives in General Court lt$sembleil, a.nilby 
the authority ol the same, That Paul Cl'owell~ William 
King. Lavina Howland, Richard Derrick, ancl Shn­
bael Ewer, with their families and /estates, be, and 
they hereby are set q:tf from thefil'st parish in the town 
of Hanqwich, and allnexed to the Calvinisti¢ Congre­
gational Society in said 'Sandwich, with all the rights 
and privileges which other members of the said .Calvin .... 
istic Oong)'egationa~ Society have and enjoy. 

[Approved by the Governor, J nne 1~, 1818. J 

CHAP. XVII. 

An Act to incorporate the Nantucket Phrenix. Insurance 
Oompany. 

, SEC. 1. R E it enacted by the Sena~e anit House of 
Ilep're.o.:;entatives, in General Court assembleil, and by 
the authority of the s-ame, 'rhat Joseph Chase, Paul 

Persons incol'- Gardner Zenas Coffin, and others, and all snch persons 
porated ' . as have already, or shall hereafter, associate with them, 

being citizens bf the United States j be,i and they hereby 
are incorporated into a company and body politic. by 
the name" of the Nantucket Phrenix Insurance Compa­
ny; and sha11 have all the powers and pl'ivileges, and 
be sllbject to all the duties, requirements and restric­
tions contained in an act, entitled "An act to define 

Powel's and the powers, duties and resh'ictions of Insurance Oom­
IH'ivile~es. panies," passed on, the sixteenth day of F~bruary last; 

which corporation shall continue fol' and, during the 
term of twenty years from the passing of this act; and 
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by that name may sue and be sued, plead and be ima 

pleaded, appear. pl'osecute and defend to final judg­
ment and execution; and have a common seal, which 
they may alter at pleasure, and may purchase, hold and 
convey any estate, for the use of said company. 

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That a share in the 
capital stock of said company shall be one hundred Capital Stock. 

dollars, and the number of shares one thousand; and 
if the whole number of shares are not already filled, 
subscriptions shall be kept open, under the direction 
and inspection of the Pre4ident and Directors of said 
company, until the saIlle shall be filled; and the whole 
capital stock and property, which the said company 
shall be authorized to hcild, shall be one hundred thou~ 
sand dollars, exclusive of premium notes, or profits, 
al'ising from their business; of which capital stock or 
property, not more than ten thousand dollars shall be 
invested in real estate. 

SEC. 3. Be it further enacted, That the concerns of 
said corporation shall be managed .by seven Directors, 
one of whom shall be Pr~sident thereof, who shall hold 
·their offices for one year, and until others sh~ll be 
c,hosen, and no longer; which Directors shall, at the 
time of their election, be stoc1dlOlders, anll citizens of 
the Commonwealth, and shall be elected on the second Management 

Monday of January in each and every year, at such of business. 

time and place in the town of N antucl\.et, as a majority 
of the Dh'ectors, for the time being, shall appoint; of 
which election public notice sllall be given, by adver-
tising, at two of the most public places in the town of 
Nantucket, for the space of ten days immediately pre-
c.eding such election; and such election shall be holden El~ction of 

under the inspection of three stockholders, not being Officel'S. 

Directors, to be appointed previous to every election, 
by the Directors; and shall be made by ballot, by a 
majority of votes of the stockholders present, allowing 
one vote for each share in the capital stock; provided, Pl'oviso, 

no stockholder shall be allowed more than ten votes, 
and the st{)ckholders not present may vote by proxy, 
under such regulations as the company may prescribe; 
and, if by any unavoidable accident, the Dit-ectors 
should not be chosen, on the "sccon(l Monday of J anu-

4.1 
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ary as aforesaid, it shall and luay be lawful, to choose! 
them on another day, itl manner aforesaid. 

SEC. 4. Be it furthe'r enacted, That the DirectOl~S 
chosen as aforesaid, as soon as may be,after their elec­
tion, shall meet and choose out of their number, one 

Presidency, IJel'SOn to he President, who shall preside'until his Stlc~ 
cessor shall be chosen, and shall be sworn faithfully to 
discharge the duties' of his office; and in c~se of any 
vacancy by death, resignation, or inability to discharge' 
the dl1tit's of office, such. vacancy,-whether of President 
or DirectOl', shall he filled· for the remainder of the 
year by a special ~election for that purpose, to be held 
in the same manner as is herein before directe<1, re~ 
81Jccting annual elections of .Directors and Pl'esident 

.. SEC. 5. Be it fwrther enacted, ".fh=."t the President 
and tbree Directors, or four of them· in his absence, 
shall constitute a board competent to do business; and 
all questions, hefore them, shall be decided bya ma-

Board of Di. jority of votes, and they ~ha.ll have power to make and 
l'ectnro . prescribe such by-laws, rules and regulations, a~ to 

them may appear needful, l~especting the Dianagemellt 
and disposition of the stock, property and estate of saiel 

Duties and company, and shall have power to appoint a Secretary, 
emoluments of Clerks and Servants, for the purpose of managing saitl 
Officers. b' I 11 1 1 l·.c . d nsmess, anl a ow t 1em suc I sa arIes lor serVIces, an 

such compensation to the President, as shall be deemed 
equitable and just; ]1'ruvided, suc,h by .. laws, rules and 
l'egulations J shall not be repugnant to the laws of this 
Commonwealth. 

~EC. 6. Be it fu.rther enacted, That there shall be 
stated meetings of the Directors, at least onc.e in every 
month, and as often within each month as the President 
and Uirectors' shall deem proper; and the President 

Meetings of and committee of three of the Directors, to be by him 
Directors. appointed, ill rotatiQu, sh,n assemble daily, if neces .. 

sal'y, for the despatch of business; and it shall be the 
duty of the Dit'ectors, on the second JVfonday of Janu­
ary and J nne, in every year,_, to make dividends of so 
mueh of the intel'est arising fl'om their capital stock, 
aud the profits of said company, as to thew shaH appear 
advisable; and :fifty dollars on each shal'e of said 
stoek shaH be paid \vithin sixty days after the first 
meeting of said company; and the l',emaining sum due 
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on each share, within one year next after';Yaros, by Instalments. 
such instalments as said company shall direct; and 
no transfer of any shal'e in said company shall be valid, 
until all the instalments on such share shall have been 
paid. 

SEC. 7. Be it furtherr enacted, That no person, lle~ 
iug a Director of any ottler company, cal'l'yillg on the 
business of marine insurance, shall be eligible as a 
Dil'ector of the company by this act establisheu ; and 
the property of any member in said company, ,~rith the 
dividends due thereon, shaH be liable to attachment 
and execution in favor of any bona fide creditor, in 
manner following, vfz. whenever a proper otficer, hav. 
ing a wi'it of attachment or execution against any mem­
ber, shall apply to the Secretary of said company; it 
shall be his d.uty to expose the books of the corpora. 
tion to such officer, and furnish him, in his official ca.· 
pacity, with a certificate under his hand, ascertaining 
the nUlnber of shares which the said member holds,IndivirhHl.l pro­

and the amount of dividends due thereon· and when pet'ty liable 10 
, attachmt'nt, 

any such shares shall be attached on mesne process, 
or taken in exe~ution, an attested copy of such w,rit of 
attachment 01' execution shall be left with the Secreta­
l'y; and such shares shall he sohl'ol1 execution~ Oil due 
notice by the officer, of the time and place of sale, anfi 
conforming in all respects to the law l'cspecting sales 
of pel'sonal property on execution: And it shall be the 
duty of such officer, making such sale, within ten days 
next after said sale, to leave au attested copy of the 
execution, with his return thereon, with the Secretary 
of the compauy; and the venllee ,shall thereby become 
the propl'ietor of such shares, and all dividends there. 
on, if the same dividenlls have accrued after taking in 
execution aforesaid, or when there has been a previons 
attachment, after such attachment, notwithstanding allY 
intervenin-g transfer. 

SEC: 8. Be it !wrther enacted, That the President 
and Directors of said company shall, when and as often 
as required 9Y the Legislature of this Commonwealth, AC(l()llll(~ t.o be 

lay before them a statement of the affiril's of said com" examllJed~ 
pany, and submit to an examinatiun under oath, or af-
firmation, concel'ning the same ; and Sylvanus ~lacy is 

. hel'eby atHhotizetl to call a meetingbf the members of 
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said company, for t11e choice of Directors, by,adver­
tising the same, in two of the must public places in the 
town of Nantucket, for ten days at least, previous to 
the choice of the first Board of Directors, ~ho, when 
chosen. shall continue in office until the second ~lon­
day in' January next, and until others are chosen in 
their stead. 

[Approved by the Governor, June 12, 1818. 

CIIAP. XVIII. 

An Act to incorllorate the China Academy. 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted b.7f the, Senate and llou.~e of 
Rep1'esentatives, ~n General Dourt assembled. and by 
the aUlthority of the same,. 'fhat there be, and hereby 
is established an Academy, in the town of China~ in 

Location. the county of, I{ennebec, by the name of the China 
Academy, for the purpose of promoting piety and vit·. 
tne, and for the education of youth in such languages, 
and in such of the libernl arts and sciences, as the 
1'rustees herein after provided, shall order and direct. 

SEC. 2. Be it fU1~the'l~ enacted, That Abraham Bur .. 
rill, Esquire, Reverend Daniel Lovejoy, Doctor Daniel 

Tl:J.lstecs. Stevens~ J_onathan Fairfield, Esquire, Colom:H Nathan 
Stanley, of said county of Kennebec, be, and they 
hm'eby are appointed Trustees of said Academy; and 
they and their successors shall be and continue a body 
politic and corporate, by the same name forever. 

SEC. 3. Be it fU1~ther enacted, 'rhat the number of 
Trustees for the said Academy, shall never be more than 
five, nor less than three, a majority of whom shall be 
necessary to constitute a quorum for transacting busi-

Vaeancies to ness; and whenever anyone of said Trustees shall die 
be filled up. or resign, the surviving Trustees shall elect one or 

more persons to fill such vacancy or vacancies. 
SEC. 4. Bf? it further enacted, That the Trustee~ 

aforesaid and their succe£sors be, ancl they are hereby 

I 

l' 



CHINA ACADEMY. June 1:2, 1818. 

authorized to hold, by gift, grant, devise, bequest, or 
otherwise, any lands, tenemen ts, or other estate, real May hold reat 

or personal, which hath, or may be given, or subscribed estate. 

for the purpose aforesaid ;proL'ided that the annual in-
come of said real estate shall not exceed one thousand 
dollars, and the anuual income of said persona] estate 
shall not exceed the sum of twelve hundred dollars. 
And all deeds and instruments, which the said 'l'rus. 
tees may lawfully make, shall be sealed with their seal, 
and shall bind the said T'rustees and their successors, 
and be valid in law. 

SEC. 5. Be it JU1·the1' enacted, That the said Trus­
tees and tbeir successors shall have one common seal, 
which they may. break, change, and renew from time to 
time, as they mHy see cause; and they may sue and May sue llnd 

be sued, in all actions, real, personal, or mixed, and be sued. 

IH'osecute and defend the same to final judgment and 
execution, by the 'name of the 'rrustees of the Ohina 
Academy; and may appoint an agent or agents, to pro~ 
secute and defend such suits. 

SEC. 6. Be it !u.1"the'l" enacted, That the said Trus. 
tees and their successors be, and they are hereby con­
stituted the Visitors, 'l"lrustees, and Governors of the 
said Academy, in perpetual succession forever, to be Powers of 

continued in the way and manner herein provided, Trllslec:s. 

with full power and aut1~ority to elect and appoint 
such Preceptors, 'reachers, and other ofticers, and to 
luake and ordain such laws, rules, and order's, as they 
may, fl'om time to time, judge necessary and convenient 
for the good government of the said Academy; provi. 
ded they are in no case repngnant to the cOllstitution 
and laws of this CommOlHvealth. 

SEC. 7. He it further enacted, That any Justice 
of the Peace for the county of Kennebec be, and he Fil'st meeting" 

is hereby authorized to appoint the time and place for 
holding the first meeting of the said 'rl'ustees, aIHl 
shall notify them thereof accordingly. 

[Approved by the Goyernor, June 1~, i818. ] 
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CH,AP. XIX • 

. An Act in further addition to an act, entitled '(An act 
providing for the government and regulation of the 
State Pl'ison~" 

, BE i~ enacted by tlze Senate aniJ House of 
Rep'l'esentatives, in Gene1'al COU'l't assembled, artd by 
the authority of the same, Tlud so much of the third 
section of an act, passed on thefh'st day of March, ill 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundl'ed and 
fifteen,' entitled "An act in further addition to an act, 
entitled an act for providhig for the government and 
regulation of the State Prison," as relates to the an .. 
:nua1 salary of the Cbaplain of said pl'ison, be, and the 
same is' hereby repealed; and that from and after the 
passing of this I act, the Chaplain of said prison sl1a11 
receive two hundred .and fifty doUal's, ann11a11y, .,paya. 
ble in quarter yearly payments, ill full compensation 
for his services. 

[Approved by the Governor, June 12, 1818.] 

CHAP. XX. ' 

An Act in addition to an act, entitled " An act to in­
corporate the PropI'ietors of the North -Meeting· 
lIouse, in Salenl." 

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
'Bep1'esentatives, in General CO'U1~t assembled, and- by 
the authority of the same, 'rhat the proprietors' of the 
North Meeting House, in Salem, ill the county of Esc 
sex, he, and they hereby are authorized and empow~ 
ered, at a meeting to be called for that purpose, to 
make a new valuation of the gallery pews iu sahl 
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meeting house; . and that after such newvalqation, all 
sums voted to be raised hy said proprietors, shall be 
assessed upon sucb floor pews as t.he proprietors shall 
determine on, according to the original valuation thereof, 
as recorded in the proprietors' book, and upon such 
galI'ery pews as they shall determine on, according to 
said new valuation: P'l'ovided lwweve'l', that no pews 
shall be exempted from assessment, except such as 
have been heretofore exempted hy said proprietorse 

[Approved by the Governor, June 12, 1818.] 

CIIAP. XXI. 

An Act to establish the town of Jackson, in the county 
. of Hancock. 

SEC. t. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives, in General COU'I·t assembled, and by 
the authority of the same, rrh~t the plantation" bereto .. 
fOl~e called J acksoll, in the county of Hancock, a.s 
contained within the following described bound~, be, 
and hereby is, with the.inhabitants thereon, established 
as a town, by the llame of Jackson, viz.: beginning Bou",'n.,' . 
at the nurth.east corner of said Jackson, on the line of 
Dixmont; thence running west by the line of Dixmont 
and Joy, about eighteen hundred and twenty-five rods, 
to the north-west corner of said Jackson; thence south, 
three degrees east, by the plantation of Lincoln, about 
~eventeen hundred rods, to the south. west corner of 
Jackson, aforesaid ; then~e north, eighty-seyen degrees 
east, eleven hundred and twenty rods, by the town of 
Brooks, to the south·east corner of Jackson, aforesaid; 
thence by Lee :plantation, (now Monroe) to the bounds 
first mentioned. And the said town of Jackson is 
hereby vested with all the corporate1>owers and privi. 
leges, and shaH also be subject to all the duties and re~ 
quisitions, of other eorporate towns, according to the 
constitution and laws of this Oommonwealth. 



32 SEC. PARISH INDEERE'IELD. dU'ne f~, 1818" 

S~C.~. Be it !u1 .. ther enacted, That any Justice of 
the Peaee, for the county of Hancoel{, upon application 
thel'efor, is hereby empowered to issue a warrant, di. 
l'ected to a freehold inhabitant of said town of Jackson, 

}'irst meeting. requiring him to notify an~ warn the inhabitants of the. 
said town, to meet at such convenient time and place 
as shall be appointed in said warrant, fot' the choice of 
such officers as' towns are by law empowered and l'e~ 
quit-ed to choose at their annual town meetings. 

[Approved by the Gover~or, June 1:2, i818.] 

OHAP. XXII. 

An Act to incorporate the Second Parisb, in the town 
of Deerfield. 

SEC. I. BE it enacted by the Senate arl:d House of 
Representatives, in General Cazwt assembled, and by 
the ;authority of the same, That the following named 
persons, in habitants of the town of Deerfield, in the 
county of Franklin, viz. Abner Cooley, Elijah Arms, 
Isaac Parker, Artemas \\Tilliams, Joseph Saunderson, 
Elihu Barnard, Asa Hawks, John Amsden, Jonathan 

Persons inc or· Hawks, F~lihu Clary, Elisha ~"ield, Elisha Clapp, Wil­
porated. liamHawks, 'fimothy Blodget, Simeon Blodget, Asa 

Johnson, Waitstill Hawks, Lemuel Tryon, Silas 
Hawks, Rufus Clark, J edediah Clark, Eliakim Arms, 
William Anderson, Zeb~na Russell, John Anderson, 
William rrryon, Eber Allis, Reuben Jewett, Luther 
1."'ryol1, Philip Smith, Zebadiah Graves, Russell 000 .. 

ley, Amos Russell, Benjamin Mann, Zebadiah Graves, 
junior, Ephraim ~prague, Dennis Arms, Samuel Graves, 
Ira Billings, Augustus Baldwin, Samuel Rogers, Seth 
Arms, Jesse Billings, Eliphaz Arms, ~~li Oooley, EraSe 
tus Arms, Harry Arms, John Baldwin. Timothy Bil­
lings, Dennis Cooley, Solomon Auderson, Stephen 
Whiting, Jesse Sevel'ance, .and Elisha N ims, with their 
estates, be, and they hereby are incorporated into a reu 
ligiollS society, by the name of the :-3econd Oongrega-
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Honal Parish, iiI Deerfield; with all the powers, privi- P~w:el's and 

leges and immunities, and subject to all the duties to pl'1YI1eges. 

which other religious societies in this Commonwealth 
nre entitled or obligated by law, excepting as is hel'ein 
othel'wise enacted., provided or declared. 

S~C. 2. Be it furthe1~ enacted, That any of the in­
habitants of the said town of Deerfield, who may de. 
sire to join said society, shall have full liberty thus to A(lmis~ion or 

do, at any time within twelve months after the pass. members. I 

ing of tbis act; provided they signify in writing, un· 
UelJ theil" hand, to the Ulerli of said town, and also 
to the Clerh: of said second parish, their wish and de-

. termination of lleing considered as members of sahl 
second parish; and they shaH be accordingly l'econled 
as such by the several and respective Clerks aforesaid. 

SEC. 3. Be it f~u·ther enacted, T'hat if any person, 
who may hereafter come to reside and dwell within the 
limits of sai(l town, shall be desirous of joining the said T~'l':YlS Of:\Ud 

, soeiety, such IJel'SOn shall have fLIn liberty to do it, mlSSlOn, 

,vith his estate, at any time within twelve months of 
the time of his so coming to reside and dwell in sai(} 
town, by making known his determination of the same, 
in the manner pointed out in the second section of this 
act; and the Olerks shall make record thereof, as is 
above providetl. 

SEC. 4. Be it further enacted, That all young per. 
sons, who now do, or hereafter shalll'eside and dwell 
within the limits of the said town, shall, w hen they be-
come twenty -one years of age, have full liberty, at any T~m~ orad. 

time within twelve months after they shall have ar- 1l~JS5lO11. 

l'ived at that age, to join, with their estates, the said 
society, by making known such their detel'mination in 
manner herein 11efore provided; and the Clerks sllall 
make l'ecord thereof as abovementioned. 

SEC. 5. Be it fzwtlze1~ enacted, (the inhabitants of 
said town of Deerfield in legal meeting assembled, an(l 
the persons herein incorporated into ~ second parish 
having thereto consented and agreed) That the inhabi­
tants of the said town shall hereafter be holden and 
obliged to pay the sum of three hundred and thirty. three Miuisterial tax: 

dollars and thirty-three centR, annually, towards the 
support of a congregational mi nister in said secontl 
parish, and at that rate for any fractional part of a 

5 
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year, that such minister may he settled in the same pa .. 
l'ish, nnd that the Assessors of said town shall have the 
authority an(l power; and it is hereby made their duty 
to assess annually, in the same manner as though the, 
said second pal~ish had not been incorporated, in the 
annual ministerial tax, on all the inhabitants of said 
town, whether members of the fir~t9r second religious 
congregational pal.'ish therein, in addition to the sum 
or sum~, which it may be necessary to assess, to pay 
the minister of the firs,t'parish his salal'y, and to keep 
in repair the present" congregatio~al nleeting house in 
said town, the further sum of thl'ee hundred and thirty­
three dollars and thirty-three cents, or such fractional 
parts thereof, as the case may require; which sum or 
such fractional part thereof, according as the case may 

"} t b ,require, shall be payable and paid, from time to time, 
J\' olley 0 e 
paid to Tl'eas- and at all times hereafter, by the Treasurer of the said, 
;~~l~l~f second town, on demand upon him made, to the Tr(~asurer of 

. the said second parish, at the same time and times, as 
the salary of the present com;regational minister of the 
said town is payable; to be appropriated towal'ds the 
annual' SUppOl't of any congregational 'minister and 

,ministers, Who shall be regularly settled in said second 
parish; reckoning and accounting from the time of the 
settlement of such ministe1> and lllinisters, and during 
bis and their continuance in said office; such minjster 
and ministers ~o settled in said second parish, .relin­
quisfling aU claim to the lands 'in the said town, 
sequestered for the use of the ministry, and to all 
monies which have arisen 01.' shall hereafter arise, from 
the sale of any of the said lands, and to the ministerial 

.' fund in said town, so caBed, as· has been herelofore 
pl'actised in, the settlement of ministers in said town; 
leaving the same, as they now are, subject to the COll-

1'1'oyis.o, h'oul and management of said town: Provided however, 
that when the cost and expense of the repairs, which 
lllay be made. upon the pres,ent congregational meeting 
110use in the said town, shall, in anyone.. year, amount 
to HIe sunl of twenty donars or more, the Treasurer of 
the said town, shall be holden and obliged to pay over 
to the Treasurer of the said second parish, on demand 
made as aforesaid, and at the same time antI times as 
is above men.tioned, the j nst proportion of such cost and 



SEC. PARISH IN DEERFIELD. June 12, 1.818$ 35 

expense, which shall have been assessed in the minisa 
terial tax, on the members o( said second parish; pro­
'l.,ided also, that the ulembers of the first parish s,hall 
not be holden or obliged to pay any thing towards the 
settlement of any minister who may hereafter be settled 
in the seconll parish, or for the building or l'epairing ProvisOs. 

of any lueeting house, which may be erected by or for 
the same parish: Provided also, that upon the flltul'e 
settlement of auy minister in the first parish, the mem-
bers of the second parish shall be wholly exempted 
from contributing any thing towards his· settlement. 
Jlnd provided also~ that if, at any future time~ the 'first 
parish should build a new meeting house or meeting 
houses, for the accomulodation of its members, the then 
existing members of the second parish shall be like .. 
wise exempted from contributing or paying any thing' 
towards the cost and expense of the same. 

SEC. 6. Be it fttrther enacted, That the officers of 
tIle said town of Deerfield, whose duties are similar to 
the duties of officers usually chosen and appointed in 
llarishes, shall, ex ojJicio, be considered to all intents 
and purposes, as the officers of said· first parish; anll 
it shall be lawful to inserl in the warrants for calling Special hmi­

town meetin O'S in said town any article of a parochial !Jess of meet-
~, Inf'S. 

nature, relating to the concerns of the said "first parish, 0 

and to act on the sanle as though the said second parish 
had not been incorporated: P'l'ot,ided lwwever;', that in 
all matters and things, meTely of a parochial nature, 
transacted in such town meetings, the then members. 
of said second parish shall not be entitled to vote, or 
in any way interfere with the same. 

SEC. 7. Be it fU'1·ther enacted, That any Justice of 
tlle Peace in said county of Franklin be, and he hereby 
is authorized to issue his warrant, directed to some first meeting. 

member of the said second parish, requiring him to 
notify and warn the members of the same parish. qual-
ified to vote in parish affairs, to assemble at such conc 
venient time and place in ,saill town of Deerfield, a.s 
shall be expressed in said warrant, to chomm such offia 
cers, as pal'ishes are by law required to choose in the 
month of l\tIarch or April, annnally, and to tt'a",sact an 
other matters and things necessary for the well being 
of the same parish. 

r Anm'ovp.rl hv t.hp, Grrt"P1'lHll'. J 1111(>. 1 R .. R f~.l 
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CHAP. XXIII. 

An Act to annex Elisha Harmon, with bis' family and 
estate, to the N or,th Parish, in the' town of N e,v 
Marlborough. 

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Rep1·esentatives,. in Generl'al Court assembled, and by 
the flutho'rity of the same, That Elisha Harmon, with 

. 11is family and estate, be, and they are hereby set off 
from the south, and annexed to the north llarish, in the 
town of New Marlborough; pl"ovided, . that the. saill 
Elisha IIarmon shall be 110lden to; pay his proportion 
of all parish expenses assessed and not paid prior to 
the passing of this act. 

[Approved by the Governor, June 1~, 1818.] 

CHAP. XXIV. 

~t\n Act extending th~ time allowing the /Trustees of 
the Nantucket Bank· to close their concerns. 

BE it e12acted by the Senate and House of 
llep1'esentatives, in Gerte'ral Court assembled, and by 

. the authm~ity of the s[tme, That tbe further time of one 
year, frotn the first Thionday of Octobm' next, be granted 
and allowell to the Trustees of the Nantucket Bank, 
for the sole purpose of enabling said Trustees gradu­
ally to settle and close their concerns, and divide their 
.capital stock; they cOl1fotming in all l'esllects, to an 
act passed the twenty.fourth day of .June, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twelve, 
entiHed "An act to enable certain banks in this Com­
monwealth to setOe and close their concerns." 

[Approved by the Gqvernor, June 12, 1818.J 
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CHAP. XXV. 

An Act to incorporate the Essex Agricultural Society. 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by 
the a uth01~ity of the same~ 'rhat 'l"imothy Pickering, 
William Bartlett, John Heard, Thomas Kittredge, 
David Howe, Ichabod Tucker, Asa Andrews, N ehe-
miah Oleveland, David Cummins, J ose!ph Peabody, Persons in. 

Ichabod Nichols, Robert Dodge, Thomas M. Clark, corporated. 

William B. Banister, Isaac Osgood; .Tohn Adams, 
Frederick Howes, llobart Clarke, Jesse Putnam, Hez-
ekiah }1"lint, 1"homas Stephens, N athauiel IIooper, 
Benjamin T'. Reed, William Reed, Temple Cutler, 
Paul Kent, Elisha Mack, John G. King, Theodore 
Eames, Joseph Andrews, Michael Webb, Benjamin 
R. Nichols, and Leverett Saltonstall, together with 
such others as may hereafter associate with them, and 
their successors, be, and they are hereby made a cor~ 
poration, by the name of the Essex Agricultural Soci. 
ety; and for this purpose, shall have the same powers 
and privileges, and be subject to the like duties au(l 
restrictions, as the other incorporated agricultural so .. 
deties in this Commonwealth; and the said corporation 
may lawfully hold and possess I'eal estate, uot exceed. 
iug twenty thousand dollars, and personal estate, the 
annual income whereof shall not exceed five thousand 
dollars; and also have power to sell, alien, or dispose 
of the same estate, real and personal, not using the. 
same in trade or commerce. 

SEC. 2. Be i-t fU1~the1'O enactell, That David Cum. 
mins, Esquire, of Salem, in said county, be, and he 
llereby is authorized to notify and call the first meeting 1" t f 

of the society aforesaid" for the purpose of organizing 'Il'S mec mg, 

the same, and for estahlishing rules a.nd by.laws for 
the govel'nmer!t of the same, by giving; puhlic notice of 
the time and place of holding said meeting, two weeks, 
in each of the uewspapers printed within the salt\ 
county of Essex. 

[Approved ,by the Governor, June HZ, 1818. J 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

An Act to incorporate the Satenl Commercial InsLU'= 
ance Oompany. 

SEC. f. BE it enacted by the Senate and Rouse oj 
Representatives in Gene1'al Court assembled, mui by 
the authority of the same, That Nathaniel Silsbee, 

Pel'sons inCOl'· Joseph ~tory, Stephen White, Nathaniel 'Vest, jun .. 
p01'3ted. ior, 'fimothy Bryant, and Willianl P. Richal'dson, 

with their associates, successors, and assigns, be, ,and 
they~ hereby are incorporated into a company and body 
'politic, by the name of the Salem Commercial Insur­
ance Oompany; with all the powers and privileges 
granted to 'insurance companies, and subject to all the 00 

I resti'ictions, duties and obligations contained in a law 
of this Commonwealth, entitled "An act to define the 
powers, duties and restrictions of insurance companies," 
passed on the sixteenth day of February, in the year of 

Genel'al Pow- our LQrd one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, for, 
era. and during the term of twenty years, after the passing 

of this act; and by that name may sue and he sued, 
plead and be impleaded, appear, prosecute and (lefen£l 
to final judgment alHI execution; and may have a com. 
mOll seal, which they may alter at pleasure; and l11~y 

May hold rcal purchase., hold and convey any estate, real or personal, 
estrite. for the use of said company; provide'd the said real 

estate shall not exceed the value of twenty thousand 
dollars, excepting such as may be taken for debt, or 
held as collateral security, for monies due to said com­
pany. 

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That the capital 
stock of said company, exclusive of premium notes an(l 
profits arising from business, shall not be less than one 
hundred thousand dollars, nor more than two hundred 

Capital Stock. thousand dollars. and shall be divided into shaTes of 
one hundred donal'S each, fifty pm' cent. of which. 
shall be paid in money by each and every §ubscri. 
bel', on the amount of his subscription, within thirty 
days after public notice given by the President au (I 
Directors, chosen by the stockholders, in two newspa~ 
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pel'S, printed in the town of Salem, and the residue shall 
be secured by a deposit of stock of the United States, 
or of this Oommonwealth, ,01', of some bank within this 
Commonwealth, or such other security as may be ap­
proved'by three fourths of the Directors, and be paid in 
such sum or sums, at such time or times, and under such 
penalties as the said President and Directors shall, in 
their discretion, direct and' appoint. 

SEC. 3. Be it further enacted, 1'hat the stock, pro· 
perty, affairs and concerns of the said company shall 
be managed and conducted by nine Directors, one of 
whom shall be President thet'eof, and shall hold their Officers annu­

offices for one year, and until others are chosen and no ally elected. 

longer; and who shall, at the time of their election', be 
stockholders and citizens of this Oommonwealth, and 
shall be elected on the ser.ond Monday of January in 
each and every year, at such time of the day, anll in 
such place in the town of Salem, as a majority of the 
Directors, for the time being, shall appoint; of which 
election public notice shall be given, in two of the news-
papel's, printed in the town of Salem, and continued for 
the space of ten days immediately preceding such elec-
tion: And the election shall be nlade by ballot, by a 
Inajority of the votes of the stockholders present, al-
lowing one vote for each share in the capital stock; 
provided that no stockholder shall be allowed more Pro"iso. 

than ten votes ; and absen t stockholders may vote by 
proxy, under such regulations as the said company 
shall prescribe. . And, if through any unavoidable ac-
cident, the said Direetol's should not be chosen on the 
second ~~Ionday of J auuary, as aforesaid, it shall be 
lawful to choose' them on any other day, in the ma.nner 
herein prescribed. 

SEC. 4. Be it jU1·ther enacted, That the Directors, 
when chosen, shall meet as soon as may be, after every 
election, and shall choose out of their body, one person PresideuC'y. 

to be President, who shall be sworn faithfully to dis-
charge the duties of his office, and who shall preside 

.. for one year; and in case of the death, resignation, or 

. inability to serve, of the President or any Director, 
such vacancv or vacancies shall be filled for the l'e­
Inainder of the year in which they happen, by a spe­
cial election for that purpose, to be held in the smne 
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manner as herein bcfOl'e directed,' respecting aunual 
elections of Directors. 

SEC. 5. Be it fU1~thel" enacted,That the President 
and foul' of the Directors, or five Directors, in theah­
sence of the President, shall be a board competent for 
the transaction of business;' and all questions before­
them shall be decided by a majority of votes; and they 

By-Jaws anrl shall have power to make and prescribe such by-laws, 
regulations. 1 1 I II df 1 ru es and regn ations, as' to them S la appear nee u 

. and proper, touching the management and disposition 
of the stock, property, esta:te and effects of said compa. 
ny, aIlll the tran~fel' of the sllares, Rn(l touching the 
duties and conduct of the several officers, clerks and 
serv~nts employed, and the election of Directors, and 
all such 'matters as appertain to the business of insur. 
ance; and shall also have llower to appoint a Secretary 
and so many clerks and servants, for cal'l'ying on the 
said business, and winl such salaries aull allowances, to 
them and to the President, as to the said, board shitll 

P,l'oviso. seem meet: Provided such by-laws and. regulations 
shall not be repugnant to the constitution or laws of 
this Oommonwealth. 

SEC. 6. Be it fU.1'.tlW1~ enacted, That any two or 
more person~, nanled in this act of incorporation, are 
hereby authorized to call a meeting of the said com­
pany, as soon as may be, in Salem, by advertising the 

l.'irst meeting. same for two successive weeks, ill the Essex Register 
and Salem Gazette, printe(l in Salem, for the purpose 
of electing a first Hoard of Directors, who shall con­
tinue ill office until the second l\londay of J anllary, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight bnndl'e(l and 
nineteen. 

[Approved by tlie Governor, J nne 1~, 1818.] 

CIIAP. XXVII. 

~\.n Act to incorporate the Elliscopal Church in Dedham • 

. SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate a'YI0Ilouse of 
Jlep1'esentativeH, in General Court assembled, and by 
the authority of tlle same, 'fhat Abel D. Alleyne" John 
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w. Ames, John W. Bakm-, Silas Bn.con,PHts Butter. 
fiehl,John P. Cain, Seth Obapin;John Oox, John B. 
DerbY,.Abner Ellis, Stephen Farrington, Mary Gay, . 
'l"imothy Gay, Timothy Gay, junior, Cyril Gillet, Persons incor~ 
Ezekiel Kingsbury, Noah Kingsbury, Moses Kingi- llorl\tt!l!. 

bury, Joshua Kingsbury, Samu~l I"owder, 'Villiam 
H. Mann, Eliphalet :F. Mason, Nathaniel Polley, 
junior, Timothy Richards, Jesse Richards, '''Villard 
Richards, James Richardson, .T eremiah Shuttlesworth, 
and Erastus Worthington, together with all the present 
proprietors of the pews of said church; with their fam-
ilies and estates, and such others as may hereafter 
associate with them, and their successors, be, -and they 
are hereby incorporated as a Protestant Episcopal 
Society~ by the name of the Episcopal Church in Ded. Genel'aLP(}w: 

ham; with all the powers and privileges, and subject ers. 

to all the duties and restrictions of other religious socia 
eties, a.ccording to the constitution and laws of this 
Oommonwealth, and the rights and usage's of the Pro-
testant Episcopal Ohurch in the United States. 

SEC. 2. Be it fU'l'the'r enacted, That each and every 
one of the above mentioned persons and IJfoprietors, 
shall be entitle<lto the same privileges of voting and 
acting, at all legal meetings of said society, excepting 
that the admission of future members shall be deter­
mined solely by the votes of the major part of the pro­
prietors of pews present, at a legal meeting of said 
society, called for that purpose; and in no case, shaH Votes. 

any proprietor be entitled to more than one vote for 
any number of pews which he may possess. 

SEC. 3. Be it further enacted, 'fhat all persons 
desirous to associate with the said Episcopal Ohurch, 
who may enter their names with tIle Olerk thereof, and Member~hip, 
be admitted in manner aforesaid, shall be deelUe£1 
membeI's, and as such, be liable to all legal uuties and 
assessments; provided, that those who may thus be-
come members hereafter, shall, before 'they are ex-
empted from taxation for the support of public worship Pl'OViS0S. 

in the town or parish where they reside, leave notice, 
in writing, with the OleI'k thereof, of their having asso. 
ciated with the said Episcopal 0 hurch: P'I'ovided also, 
that personf3 withdrawing from the saJd Episcopal 
Ohurch, who may give like notice to the Olerk thereof, 

6 
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shall be no. longel' liable t,o ta.Xatio.ll there; but :they, 
with their po.lls and estates, shall again become liabl~ 
to. all taxes ;;tu{lduties, fot' the support o.f public· WQr­
ship in the to.wns or pal'ishes where they may reside. 

SEC. 4. Be it further eJ1(wted; 'fhat whenever the 
office o.f Recto.r, in sai{l so.ciety, shall bei vacJ\.nt;1 the 

R~etorship8up. said society, at a meeting duly called fo.r that purpose, 
plIed. sliall elect a Rector, who. shall he inducted aecol'ding 

to. episco.pal tlsage i
• 

HEC. 5. Be it fwrthe1~enacted, 'fhat the annual 
Annual meet· meeting o.f the so.ciety shall be o.n Easier lVlonday, at 
i,ng. tbe Ohurch in Dedham, at such ho.ur as the WaI'dens 

shall notify: at which time, the sai(} society shall 
cho.o.setwo. Wal'dens, three or five Vestry Men, a 
'rreasurer, Clerk, and o.ther necessary officers, who. 
shall continue in o.ffice o.ne year, and until others are 
chosen and qualified; and special meetings shall be 
notified in the same manner, by the 'Vardens, as· par­
ish assesso.rs 0.1' co.mmittees, are by law required to. 
no.tify parish meetings. 

SEC. 6. Be it fU',.thel~ enacted, That the said Epis­
copal Society may ho.ld by gift, grant, or o.therwise, 

May hold real real and perso.nal estate, the. annual inco.me of. which 
CilIate. shall no.t exceed five thousand. dollars ; "and the War­

dens and Vestry shall have: the management o.f the 
same, pUl'suant to the votes of the said' society, and 
subject at all times to account to them: but in no case" 
shall either the Wardens and Y' estry, 0.1' the society, 
l'educe the rents of the church glebe, already fixed by 
contract. 

SEC. 7. Be it furthel'1 enacted, T1hat the ~"reaSlll'er 
of the said church shall give bond, with sureties to 
the satisfaction of the Wardens and Vestry, for the 

Duties and l'e· faithful perfOl'mance of his, duties, in the penal sum o.f 
sponsibility of t th d d 11 d h I h 11 h .. ht Tl'ellSllrer. wo. o.usan 0. aI's; an· e on y s a ave a l'lg 

to. receive the rents and mo.nies of said society; and for 
th~t purpose, shall have custody of all leases and o.ther 

. written evidence o.f debts due to. them; and he shall 
annually, submit to the 'Val'dens and Vestry, and to 
the society, a full and detailed account of all mo.nies, 
by him received and paid. 

SEC. 8. Be it further enacted, r:l'hat an deeds o.f 
pews in said church, shall be I'ecorded within three 
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months after they are executed, in the books of the 
Clerk of said society, and need not be hereafter re­
curded in the office of the Town Olerk, or Regis-tel' of 
Deeds. 

SI~C. 9. Be it fU1~ther enacted, That upon applica­
tion to any Justice of the Peace for the county of ~ 01'­
folk, he is hereby empowered to issue his warrant, 
directed to one of the persons named in this act, requi. 
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ring him to notify and warn a meeting of the members First meeting. 

of the said Episcopal Society, tQ meet at such conve-
nient time and place as shall be' appointed in said 
warrant, for the choice of church officers, and the doing 
such other business as may be necessary for the due 
organization of the said society. 

SEC. 10. Be it further enacted, That all acts and 
parts of acts, inconsistent with the provisions of this 
act, be, and the same are hereby repealed; provided Acts repealed. 

such repeal shall, in no manner, affect any contract 
ali'eady made uuder, or confirmed by said acts, or any 
action now pending. 

[Approved by the Governor, June 1~, 1818.] 

CHAP. XXVIII. 

An Act to dire.ct the manner of assessitlg and collecting 
'l"axes on the Pews, and rights to Pews, in the Meet~ 
ing House, belonging to the Oongreg;ational Society, 
hI the town of Alfred. 

SEC. L BE it enacted by th.e Senate and House of 
Bep1~esentatives, in (;en-erul Court assembled, and by 
the authority of the same, That it shall be lawful for 
the Assessors of the Oongregational Society in the town 
of Alfred, in the county of York, for tbe time being, oil 
a vote of said Congregational Society, first duly passed 
and declared, in a legal meeting; and they are hereby 
~mpowered to assess the several pews, and rights to Assessment of 

pews, in said meeting house .. , Rnd the several parts and Pews, 
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proportions thereof, according to the value the said As. 
sessors shall set on said~ pews, and said rights to pews-, 
of all or any part ofsncb . sums of money as th~ sahl so­
ciety may vote specially to raise and appropriate for the 
payment of the labor and materials which have been fur­
nished and expended ip and about the reparation and 
improvement of said bouse; and also for such further 
Bum or sums, as may, by the vot~ of sai(l society, be 
deemed necessary to the reparation and improvement 
already begun; anll in case, at any future period, th~ 
same house s'lallneed repairing, the Assessors of said 
society, for the time being, may assess the said pews 
~tnd rights in manner aforesaid, such sm;ns for the ·re­
pairs thereof as the said society shall determine and 
vote to be needful for that purpose; and the assess. 
u;;ents so made shall be committed to such Collectors as 
luay, by the said society, be appointed to collect the 
same, with directions to collect and pay in the sam~~to 
the Treasul'er of said society, at such time or times as , • .:1e 
said Assessors shall direct. And the Treasurer of the 
said. Oongregational Society shall Jreep a separate n-c­
count, distinct from other monies, of the sums thus re­
ceived, aIHl the manner in which they are expended; 
and shall have the same lJower to compel the payment 
of the sums from the said Collector, in case of delin~ 
quency, as is by law provided for parish or society 
taxes. 

8 EC. 2. Be it furthM'O enacted, That if the owner 9i'. 
proprietor of a pew i'ight shall l'efuse or peglect to pay 
the sum assessed thereon, as aforesaid, for the space 
of thirty days after notice of the assessment shall havt' 
been posted up on the door of said meeting house, and 
two other public places in the said parish or society, as 
the said Assessors shall in writing direct, it shall be 

Pews may be lawful for said Oollectol' to sell said pew, or pew l'ight, 
sold in defalllt bl' d t t1 h" h t b' 1-1 fi t ". fif of paying as. at pn IC ven ue, 0 Ie 19 es It uer, 1'8 . g.lVlllg -
sesSlllent. teen days notice of the time and place of sale, by post-

ing up notifications thereof, at the said meeting house 
door, and at two other places in tbe said town of AI. 
fl'ed: And if the said pew or pew right is sold for more 
than the amount of the tax, then the overplus money, 
after the said tax, and the expenses of notifying and 
selling, shall be paiu over to the former owner 01' p~~o­
prietor" if knO\Yll and liying within saitl town of A.1fl'ed, 
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within ten days after the said sale; but if the proprie­
tor is unknown, and not residing within said Alfred, 
the. said Collector shall, within ten days next after the 
said sale, pay over the said surplus to the ;Treasurer 
IOf said society, fQr the use of the former proprietor of 
the said pew. And the mode Qf transfel'l'ing pews, 
solcl by the C(ll1ector for the non-payment of taxes,as Transfer of 

aforesaid, shall be by deed, under ,his hand and seal, Pews. 
acknQwledged before a Justice Qf the Peace; but a 
record Qf the deed thus made in the l'ecOl'ds of the so-
ciety by the Clerk tllereof, within six months after ac· 
knowled~;ing and delivering the same, or a copy there-
10(, certified by the Clerk of said society, shall be evi. 
dence of the transfer, as well as the originttl, thus re­
sortIed: Prov'ided aZ'lfHtys, that if the former pl'oprietor 
IOf a pew, thus sold and transferred, shall, within Qneproviso, 
full year from the time of sale at vendue, as aforesaid, 
tender and pay to the purchaser, or his assignee, in 

. case of assignment, the saIne sum the ~aid pew sold for, 
with an addition of twelve per cent. it shall be the du. 
ty of the purchaser or assignee, to re.convey the same; 
and upon his refusing ,thus to dQ, the said former pro. 
prietOl' may have the like remedy for Qbtaining the title 
and possession Qf the same pew as mortgagors Qf real 
est:ite now have in the CQurts of this Commonwealth. 

Sl'~c. 3. Be itflt1~the'(" enacted, That it shall be the, 
duty of the Clerk Qf said society, upon tlle payment of 
thirty -three cents, to record at large, in the l'ecord 
books of said society, the deed of every pew in saidRecordofPe\i's 
house, which may be brQught to him for recording; and 
to nQte and certify thereon, as also in the record, th.e 
date when the said dee(l was received for that purpQse. 

SEC. 4. Be it further enacted, That any tax or 
assessment, made as aforesaid, shall be a lien in antI 
upon the pew or right aforesaid, on which the said tax 
shall be assessed, let whoever m·ay hold, own, use;raxtobealien. 
occupy and enjoy the same; and a transfer in manner 
aforesaid, by deed lOr certificate, shall operate as a full 
and absolute conve.yance of such pew or pew right. 

SEC. 5. Re it further enacted, That the form of 
the dee(l or cel,tificate, which shall operute as a full 

. and complete conveyance of any pew Ol' pew right,. 
sold in manner afore~aid, by ~he legal Oollector afol'e~ 
said, shall be in the form following; 
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(8 ]) ICnow all men by"these presents, That 
ea . I, A. B. of the town of Alfred, in the 

countY,of York, Oollector of taxes for the Oongl·ega. 
tional Society in the said town, have this day spld to 
O. D. of the town of . in the county of 

at public vendue, he being the Ihigh.­
est bidder therefor; a. pew, (or right in a pew, as the 
case may be,) situated in [here describe tHe 10catioH 
of the pew,] foio the sum of dollars, in virtue 
of a tax conlmitted to me to collect for the year, [here 
insert the 'year;] the sai(l tax remaining unpai(l, saving 
and reserving to the said owner, his or her heirs or as­
signs, the right of redeeming the same, as is provided 
in the second section of tbis act. 

In witnpss whereof, I have hereunto set my han(} 
and seal the day of in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight bundred and 

Signed, sealecl,and delivered, l 
in presence of S Collector. 

.. f1c1c1l0l0ledged the day and ~ , B ifi 
,f'.' e m'e , yem' 'aJ oresazd, 

Justice or the Peace. 

'Vhich s~id deed, being duly executed, and" l'egis­
tered in the office of the Clerk of said parish or society, 
shall operate as' a full" and absolute conveyance to the 
purchaser of the pew 01' right, so called and conveyed, 
subject to the conditions and resp,l'vation~ aforesaid: 
And a duly certified copy of such deed, authenticated 
by the Pal'ish or Society Olerk, as having been duly 
}'ecorded, shall be taken and received in every Oourt 
of Justice within this Oommonwealth, as ample and 
plenary evidence of such llulichaser's right and pro~ 
perty. 

CI-IAP. XXIX. 

An Act to incorporate the, ~"'irst Universalist Society 
in· Leverett. 

SEC. 1.. BE it enacted byithe Senate and Ho~se of 
Representativp.s, in Gpneral COU,1'"t assembled, and by 
the altth.01~it?1 of the sa-me, 'That James Oomins, Henry 
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Bider Asa Comins Ransom Ada:IUs Moses Sm~tb Pel'sonsincol'-, .' . ..' , , . , , ..~ .. , porated 
Orlando Fidd, Aaron Dudley, As~ Moore, 8amuel . 
La\'ned, '~\1artin Moore, Itodolpbus Perry, Lewi!3 au-
bert, Samuel Gould, Amos Wilmarth, Edmund Raw~ 
son, John Davis, EUjah Grover, 'rhomas Heard, Jon­
~than Glazier, junior, Samuel Lamb, EliJah ,Villiatps, 
Jonathan Glazier, Samuel Miley, Joshu~ Leonard, 
Gershom Comins, Jonathan Bellows, Porter Nutting, 
J allles Comins, junior, and JVloses ~"iel~, junlQr, with 
their famBies and estates, togethel~ with SllCh Qthel's as 
may hereafter associate with them, or theit~ sncc,eSSQfS, 
be" and they are hereby incorpOl'l\.ted ltlto a religiQus 
society, by the name of the first Universalist Society in 
Level'ett; with all the pO'wers, privHeges, and hllluuni-
ties to which other parishes or religious societies are 
entitled by the constitution and laws of, tbis Common. 
"vealth, for religious puqJ.()ses ()l~ly. 

SEC. 2. Be it fttrthe1~ erlUcted, That said society 
be, and they are hereby aut1~ol'ized to raise by assess· Assessments. 

Inents, on the polls and es.tates of the members thereof, 
such sum or sums of money for th~. eredion of any 
house, for the public worship of God. for the ~ett1eIilent 
and maintenance of a minister or ministers, repairing 
said house and other expenses of public worship, with 
such incidental charges, as they shall agree upon at any 
legal meeting called fot, that pLlrpose ; and the same 
Inay assess Ol'canse to be assessed, OIl the polls an(l 
estates of said members as aforesaid, as they shall, at 
such meeting, deem proper; and said society shall he 
capable in law to plll'chase and hold estate, real and Mar hold I'enl 

personal; p1'ovidedthe annual income thereof sha 11 not, e5tale. 

at anyone t.ime, exceed the value of two thousan(l 
dollars. 

SEC. 3. Be it fU1~the1' enacted, That any person be. 
longing to said town of Leverett, who may be desirous 
of joining in religious worship with, and becoming a 
Dlember of the aforesaid society, and give in his or her 
name to the 1'own Clerk of said Leverett, \vith a cer­
tificate; signed by the Minister or Clerk of said society, 
that he 01' she has actually become a member of, and 
united \vith the said Universalist Society in religious 
,vorship., shall, fl'Olll and after giving such certificate, 
with his or her polls and estate, be considered as, part 
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of said society: Provided howeve1', that such llersolls 
shall be holden to pay. their proportion of 'all money 

. granted in the town to which they belonged previous 
to that time. 

SEC. 4., Be itfurthe1* enacted, That if any mem .. 
1Jer of said Universalist Society shall, at any time, seg 
cause to leave the same, and unite with allY 'other reli. 
gious society, in the towns from which they came, ~nd 
lodge a certificate of such his or her intention, with the 
Minister or Clerk of said Universalist Society, and also 
with the Olerk of the town to which they belong; and 
shall pay his or her proportion of all money granted 
by said society previous. thereto, such person shall, 
from· and after giving such certificate, with his or her 
polls and estate, be considered as belonging 'to the town 
or parish in which be or she may reside, in the same' 
manner as if he or slle had never belonged to the said 
Universalist Society. 

SEC. o. Be it furthe1' enacted, Tbatany Justice of 
the Peace in the county of Franklin, be, and hereby is 
Rl].tborized to issue his warrant, directed to some suita. 
ble person,whois a member of said Universalist Soci. 
ety, requiring him to warn and notify the members 
thereof to Dleet at such time and place, in said town of 
Leverett, as shall be directed in said warrant, to choose 
sncb officers as parishes and religious societies in this 
Commonwealth are by law authorized to choose i~l the 
month of ]\iarch or April, annually. 

[Approved by the Governor, June 12, 1818. 

OHAP.XXX. 

An Act in addition to an act, entitled "An act'to in­
coporate the President, Directors and Oompany of 
the Agricultural .6ank." , 

BE it enacted by the Senate and House oJ 
Repl~esentatives, in Gene1~al COU1~t assembled, and by 
the authority of the same, 'I'hat so much of au act, eu· 
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titled "An act to incorporate tbe President, Directors 
and Company of the Agricultural Bank," as regards 
the time at which the different instalments of the capi­
tal stock are required to be paid in, is her~by repealed; 
and that the stockholders of said bank be, and they are 
llereby required to pay in the first iqstalment of fifty 
dollars on each share, on the first day of September next, 
the second instalment of twenty five dollars on each 
share, on the first day of January, in the year of our 
Lord, one thousand eight hundred and nineteen, ancl 
the tllird instalment of twenty -five dollars on each share, 
on the first day of April, then next following, or at such 
e<al'lier times as the stocl\:holdel's of said bank at any 
meeting thereof may determine. 

[Approved by the Governor, June 1~, 181.8.] 

CHAP .. XXXI. 
, 

Au Act to establish the Hangol" Boom Corporation. 

SEC. 1. 'BE it enacted by the Senate and Ho,use of 
llepresentatil)es, in General Cour·t assembled,~ and by 
the authm"'ity of the same, That Joseph rrreat, Joseph Persons inCOl:­

Lee, John Treat and J Rcob flolyoke, their associates, porated. 

successors and assigns" be, and they are hereby estab. 
lished a corporation, by the name of the Bangor Boom 
Corporation; and by that uaIne lliay sue aud. be sued, 
prosecute and be prosecuted, shall have a common seal, 
which they may alter at pleasure, and shall enjoy aU 
the privileges and powers, and do alHI suffer all such P~\~ers nnd 

matters and things as are incident to similar corpora. pl'lYllegc'3 •. 

tions. 
SEC. 2. Be it fttrthe1' enacted, That said corpora. 

tion be, and hCl'eby aI'e empowered, within the term of 
three years frOln the passing of this act, to build and 
bang a boom or booms, for the purpose of stopping and 
securing masts, logs and other lumber, which are or 
DUty be drifted or l'afted down I->enobscot River; be~ 

~ . 
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ginnin~ at Tibbet's Le(lge, so called, and extending 
Pl~ceofBoOlysdown the river to the sllOre at the lower end of Boyd's 

Eddy, so called, in Bangor, together with such side or 
IJranch booms, piers or otber works as lllRy be necessal'Y 
for the safety and convenience of stopping and securing 

, such masts, logs ,and other lumber as aforesaid, and the· 
same to keep in good and suita blerepair. 

SEC. 3. Be it fwrther enacted, 'rbat if any person 
or persons s11all suffer any dam'age, by means of buil(l­
ing or hangin~ the said boom or booms, 01' any other 
works connected therewith,and the parties cannot agree 

lJama~cT; ap- upon the amonnt of damae.:es thus occasioned,· nor upon. 
praised. c...J 

some suitable person or pet'sons to 'estimate the same, 
then, in such case, a disinterested committee of three 
ft'eehohlers shall be appointed by the Circuit Oourt of 
Common Pleas for the tJlinl Eastern Oircuit, wIlen 
llOlden j'n and for the county of Penobscot, to ascer­
tai.n the dama.ges ; and the determination of the com .. 
mittee, so appointed, shall be the measure of damages: 

ProyisQ. P'I'ovided however, that if either party shall be dissatis­
fied with the report of the said cOIDlilittee, ar.d shaH at 
the same session of tIle Oourt aforesaid, at which such 
report shall be made, app)y to said Oourt for a triallJY 
Jury, in the manner other like causes are determined, 
the OOllrt ~foresaid shall have pow~r to de~ermine the 
same by a J nry as aforesaid; and if the VCl'dict of the 
Jury shall not give the party applying a greater sum in 
£1amages, than the said committee shall have awarded 
as aforesaid, the Court shall award costs against the ap~ 
plicants ; but if the said decision shall be more favoraa 
bIe to the party applying than' the report of said COIn. 

:mittee, the said OOUI't shall render judgment accord", 
ingly with costs, and issue execution in either case. 

SEC. 4. ' Be it fwrther enacted, That if any person 
or IJcrsons shall wilfully or mischievously, orl in any 
luanner, injure or destroy the said boom or booms, or 

1'l-esp[lsses any other works therewith connected or parts thereof, 
punished. lIe, she or they shall pay treble the value of such dam­

age, as the proprietors of said corporation shall, before 
the court and jury, llefore whom trial shall,be had, make 
to appeal' they have sustained by means of said tres­
llass ; to be snell for and recoYel'cll in any1court propel' 
to tl'y the same'. 
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SEC. 5. Be it furthe~" enacted, That a toll or,boom­
age be, 'and is hereby granted and established for the 
benefit of the said proprietors, their successors a.l1d as­
signs, aecording to the rates following, viz. : :For each 
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luast twenty.fivc cents; each ton of timber ten cents; Rates of Tell, 

each spat' and board log ten cents; each thousand OfOl' Boomnge. 

clapboards and staves, boards, plank, or scanning, 
(board measure) twenty cents; each thousand of shin~ 
gles, five cents; and the same l'atio for an equal 
quantity of any other articles of wood or lumber, for 
stopping aud/ secnring the sevel'al articles aforesaid; 
and the same toll or boomage, for each and every 
1110Uth the same shaH lay secured within the said bOOl~l 
or booms. And the oald proprietors or their agent, 
shall have power to detain the several articles afore-
s&.id, until the said toll or boomage is paid. And if 
within four months from the. time of sto11ping and secu-
l'ing any of the articles aforesaid, no person or persons 
shaH appear to dainl the sanle, and pay the toll or 
.boomage as aforesaid, it §h~ll be the ~ duty of said pl'O~ 
prietors, by theiL' agent as 'aforesaid, to advertise, for 
the space of twenty days,in the towns of _Bangor and 
Orono, and in a newspaper printed in the county of 
Penobscot, if any such there be, aU such of the said 
articles as may I'emain unclaimed as aforesaid, descri- Sale of un. 

binO' the same as nearly as may be with the lual'ks claimed prop" 
~ 'el'ly 

thereon; an(1 if at the expiration of said twenty days, . 
no person shall appear to claim the same, the said pro­
prietors, by their agent as aforesaid, shall proceed ~to 
sell the same at public auction, for the most that can 
be obtained; and the proceeds of such sale shall be 
retained by said corporation for the space of two years Ovel'plllS 1'('­

thereafter. And if any person or pel"sons within that taillcl!. 

time shall appear and prove his or their property in 
the articles so1£l as aforesaid, he or they shaH be enti-
tled to the overplus of such pl'oceeds, after deducting 
the respective fees due for stopping and ~ecnl'ing the 
same, and reasonable charges for advertising and sell. 
ing the same. And if no person shall appeal', within 
the said two years to claim and receive the said over-· 
plus, the same shall then become the property of s,ai{l 
cOl'llol'ation: .P'1'ovidecl that tho I,egislatllre s·hall have 
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ppwer, at any time' to lessen the rate of tolls, as to the 
Legis lattn'e may appear just anC:ll'easonable. 

SEC. 6. Be it fu'rthe'1' enacted, 1'bat any two of the 
persons nameel in this aCt, shall bave power to call ,tIle 

l"iL';;t meeting. first meeting of the proprietors of saiel corporation, by 
publishing an aelvertisement, stating the time and place. 
of such meeting, in the Bangor Weeldy Register, four. 
teen days at least before the same shall beheld; and 
said proprietors when met as aforesaiel, may agree upon 

:&~Iection ofoffi~the method of calling future meetings, elect officers, and 
Gel'S. estalllish such by~laws for the regulation of said corpOm 

ration, ,as they may deem necessary, not repugnant to 
the constitution and laws of this Commonwealth. 

Powers of 
Trustees. 

[Approved by the Governor, June 12, 1818.] 

C llAP • XXXII. 

Au Act to authOl'ize the raising a Fund, for the' support 
of Public. Schools and the Ministry, in the town of 
"Buckfield, in the county of Oxford. 

SEC. f. BE it enacted by the Senate and Ilouse of 
Representatives, in 6!eneral COU1·t assen'lbled, ancl by 
the authm~ity of the same, rrh~t the Selectmen nnel 
Treasurer of the town of Buckfield, for the time being, 
shall, ex officio, together with other persons, to be au­
nually chosen by the inhabitants of said town, froDl 
among themselves, at their meetings in March or April, 
be, and hereby are apllointed Trustees, to sell all the 
,l'cal estate belonging to saiel town of Buckfield, wl1ich 
was originally reserved in the grant to the proprietors 
of said town for the use of a grammar school, and for 
the use of the ministry; and to put out at interest the 
money arising from such sale, in the manner and for 
tlIe purposes hereinafter mentioned. -

SEC. 2. Be it fttl·the~'1 enacted, That tlle said Trus­
tees be, and hereby are incorporated into a body poli­
tic, by the name of the Trustees of the School and 
Ministerial :Fund, in the townof Buckfield, in the county 
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of Oxford; and they and their successorS shall be and 
continue a body politic and cop orate by that name for .. 
ever: And they shall have a common seal, subject to 
be altered at tlleir pleasure; and they may sue and be Linbility of 

sued in all actions, l'eal, personal and mixed, and pro- Trustees. 

secute and defend the same to fina.l judgment and exe-
cution, .by the name aforesaid. 

SEC. 3. Be it flwthe1' enacted, That the said Trus, 
tees shall an(l may annually elect a President, and a Officers to be. 

Clerk to l'ecord the doings of their meetings and a annually eho­

Tre,asurer to receive aiul apply the monies h~reinaf- sen. 

tel' ra.entioned, in the manner directed by this act; anel 
any other nee(lflll officer, for tIle better managing of . 
said funds . 

. SEC. ~4. Be it further enacted, That the numl)er of 
said rI'rusiees shall always be five, and no more; and 
;any tluee of their number shall constitute a quorum for 
doing business; and they shall and may,fl'om time to 
time, fill up vacancies that may happen, by any cause Vacancies 

whatever, from the inhabitants of said town; and said filled up. 

'l~l'ustees shall annually hold a meeting in March or 
April, and as much oftener as may be necessary, to 
transact the business of said corporation; which meet-
ingsr shall be called in HIe way and l1UlnUer that said 
Trustees shall hereafter agree upou. 

SEC. 5. Be it fU1~the'f' enacted, 'I'hat the Chairman 
of the Selectmen of said town, for the time being, shall 
annually, within ten days after their election, notify Selectmen to 

the other Trustees of the time and plac-e of their meet- cal! meetings, 

ing, to Inake choice of officel's for the year, and for 
transacting tbe other busines~ of the board; a:nd in this 
luanner sllall the anllualllleetings be called and holden. 
And to the end that this act may go immediately fnto 
operation, the 1.-'reasurer and the Selectmen of said 
town, for the present year, shall and may themselves, 
sllould their unmber be less than five, appoint pel'sons 
among the inhabitants of said town, to the said office of 
1.'l'ustees, to fill up said number; which persons so 
appointed, having accepted l3aid trllst, shall have aU 
the power and authority of Trustees of said fund duro TI'ltstees of 

illg the year, and until the next choice by said town, as FllUds, 

is herein provided; which appointment shall be ma(le 
as S0011 ,as may be, aftel' the passing of this act, and no" 
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tice thereof be given, ill writing, to the Clerk of said 
town, who shall record the same among the town rec­
ords, ancl notify the persons so' appointed of the same, 
without delay. / . 

SEC. 6. Be it fU1~tlter enacted, That the said Trus .. 
tees be" and hereby are authorized to sell and convey, 

Genel'al Pow- in fee simple, all the real estate belonging to said town, 
as aforesaid, and make, execute andacknow ledge a 
good and sufficient deed or deeds thereof; which dee(l 
or deeds, subscribed by the Treasurer of saiel Tl'US­

tees, with their seal thereto affixed, shall be good and 
effectual in law to pass, and convey the fee siInple frOlll 

said town to the purchaser, to all intents and purposes 
lyhatever. 

SEC. 7. Be it !u1·ther enacted, That the monies 
arising from the sale of said real estate, shall lle put 

Disposition of out at interest, as soon as 111ay be, and secured by mort. 
l<\mds. gage of real estate, to the full value of the estate sold; , 

or by two or Inor~ sufficient sureties,) with the princi­
pal, unless the Trustees shall think proper to invest 
the same in public funded securities, or bank stock of 
this Oonlmonw-ealth, which they may do. 

SEC. 8. Be it !u1·ther enacted, That the interest, 
arising from time to time, on such monies as shall ac­
crue from the sale of the lands l'eserved for the use of 
the ministry, shall be annually, or oftener, if practjca­
ble, put out at interest and secured in manner aforesaid, 
and also the interest accruing fl'Olll the interest, until 
the expiration of six years fro 111 the sale of said lands, 

'jlf~Pl'opl'iation wIlen said town, if they see cause, may appropriate the 
ofmtel'estmo. interest of the whole amount of principal and interest 
w~y. 

then accumulated, towards the support of the'ministry 
and public worship of God, in said town; or they may 
let the same continue to accumulate, in the same man­
ner aforesaid, till such time as they shall see fit so to 
appropriate it. And the interest, from the monies aris. 
ing froin the sale of the school lands, shall be annually 
appropriated to the use of the schools in said town ; 
and the Trustees aforesaid, shall govern themselves 
accordingly. And it shall never be in the power of 
said Trustees,or of said town, to alienate or appropd Q 

ate the fund aforesaid. 
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SEC. 9. Be it further enacted, That the Olerk of 
saiel corporation shall be sworn, previous to bis enter­
ing 011 the duties of saiel office;· and the Treasurer of 

55 

the Trnstees shall give bond to the inhabitants of said Offic~t's to give 

town faithfully to perform his duties, aUll to be at all SeeUl'!!Y, 

times responsible for the faithful application aucl ap­
propriation of the money, which may come into llis 
banels in his said capacity, conformabl~ to the true in-
tent and meaning of this act, and for all negligence and 
miscondJIct, of any kind, in his office. 

SEC. 10. Be it further enacted, 1.'hat the Tl'ustees, 
or theil' officers, for the services they lllay perform, shall Com~ensatiol1 
not be entitled to any compensation out of. the ID.onies to Officers. 

arising from the funcl aforesaid; but if entitled to any, 
shall receive the same of said town, as luay be mutu-
ally agreed upon. 

SEC •. if. Be it fl£1~the1· enacted, That tlle said Trus .. 
tees and their successors, shall exhibit to the town, at 
their annuallueeting in March or April, a J.'egular anllAnnuul stAten 

fair statement, in writing, of their doings; which state- :~~I~~ll\C. 
IDent shall be placed on file, by the Clerk of said town, 
and kept by him tllere. 

SEC. i2. Be it JU1~ther enacted, that the said Trus-
tees shall be responsible to said town for their pm'sonalResponsibility 
nep'lio'ence or misconduct whether they be officers 01'°flrustce3. 

~ ~ , , 
not, anll be liable to a suit for any loss or damage . 
arising thet'eby; the debt or damage to be recovered 
in such suit, to b,e for the use aforesaid. 

[Appl'ovecl by the Governor, June 12, 1.818. J 

~---------~-~------

CIIAP. XXXIII. 

An Act in addition to an act, entitleli "An act to es,· 
tablish the Penobscot Canal Corporation." 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senat'e and House of' 
Rep1'esentativAS, in GenM'al CO'1,wt ass.embled,and by 
the authority of the same: f).'hat the proprietors of the 
Penohscot Oanal, in their corporate capacity, he, alul 
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they are hereby empowerecl. to survey, Jay out, ancl 
nlake a Canal, with a sufficient ~ number of locks or 
sluices, from the tide waters of the Penobscot River, at 
Bangor, to the south end of Pushaw Pond; thence in 
or by' said Pond, to the outlet thereof; thence down, 
in or by Pnshaw 'River, to the Still-water IUver; 
thence up, in or by said StUI-water River, to the hea(l 
of Marsh'sIsland ; thence in or by the River, 
through the Tboroughfare, so called, betwe~n lVlarsh's 
and Orson Islands, to the main Penobscot, River; and 
shall have power to l'emove any rocks or other obstruc­
tions in said rivers; and to make'dams at such places 
as may be necessary to flow the water, for the use of 
said canal. 

SEC.~. Be it fU1~tlte'1't enacted, That for the pur .. 
pOFles of completing said canal, and making the same 
useful to the public, and beneficial to the proprieto~'s, 
they shall have power to take and use the waters of the 
l'ivers and strealllS running in the direction of the said 
canal, by erecting dams, mills, or other manufactories, 
to the working of which water is or lllay be necessary; 
and they may take and hold in fee simple, a parcel of 
land not exceeding twenty rods wide, wherever the said 
canal shall pass; and where it may pass over land of 
this Commonwealth, the same is hereby given auci 
granted to the said corporation, to hold infee siml)le, 
and shall be allowed to demand an(l receive the same 
l:,ate of toll per mile, for articles passing this, as for the 
first granted part of said canal, and the said toll shall 
commence and be payable, 'when any two miles of sahl 
canal is made passable fOl' hoats or rafts. 

S;EC. 3. Be it further enacte.d, rfhat saiel corpora­
tion shall be bound by and holden- to the same condi. 
tions and restrictions respecting the time of completing 
this part of said canal, keeping open fish ways, aucl 
like damages to other corporations or individuals, whose 
land may be taken or flowed for the use of said canal, 
as is specified in said act of incorporation, and shall be 
as binding on the said corporation, as if the same was 
herein particularly recited. 

[ApPl'oved by t,he Governor, June 1~, 1818.] 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 

An Act in ;;tddition to an act, entitled "An act to in. 
corporate the town of Enfield." 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Bep'resentatives, in General Court assembled, and by 
the a'ltthority of the same, That from and after the pass. 
ing of this act, the boundary line between the towns 
of Enfield and Greenwich, and north and south parish, Town Bounda~ 
shall be as follows, viz. beginning at the north. east ries. 

corner of,Amos Hunter's farm, at a stake and stones on 
Pelham south line; thence south, six hundred and 
eighty-three l'ods, to a stake and stones standing at the 
south. west corner of the farm belonging to the heirs of 
Abel 'Valker, deceased, and north line of John Rich's 
old farm ; thence east five degrees north, one hundred 
anti fifty~six rods, to the northwardly bank of Swift 
River; thence crossing, said river in the same direc-
tion; thence up the said river, on the bank thereof, 
twenty.five rods; thence south four degrees thirty min-
utes west, three hundred and eighteen rods, to the 
south-west corner of John F. Stevens' farm, on the 
hill, Little Quobbin, so called; thence east seven de-
grees north, seventy. two rods, to a stake and stones; 
thence east one degree south, fifty-eight rods, to a stake 
and stones standing at the north. west corner of' the 
Eaton lot, so called; thence east twenty-five degrees 
south, to a small brook ; tl~ence up the middle of said 
brook, as the stream runs, southerly through the mid-
dle of the small pOlla; thence in a due south course to 
the county road leading from llal'dwick to Enfield; 
thence crossing said road, to the south side thm'eof ; 
thence in the south line of said county road, to the line 
of the town of Hardwick, but so as to include the whole 
of a school house standing on or near said road, within 
the town of Erifield. 

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That all the lands 
'lying north and east of the above described line, which 
belonged to the south parish in Greenwich I and the 
town of Enfield, together with the inhabitants thereon, 

8 



58 

L:IlHls set oft: 

l'aymcnt of 
taxes. 

l\iILLS IN BRAIN'rREE. June i2, i8i8. 

aTe lIerel)y set off from thetowl1 of Enfield and sonth 
parish, and annexed to the town of Greenwich; and 
the llorth pal-ish, anll all the lands lying south '" and 
west of the said line, which b~longed to the north par­
ish anll the town of Gl'eenwich, together with the in. 
IHlhitants thereon, are hereby set off, an{\ annexed to the 
town of Enfield, south pal'ish; and t1Ie inhabitants so 
set off on either side, shall enjoy all the l'ights and llriv­
ileges, and be subject to all the duties and l'equisitions 
in the towns, and llarishes to which they belong, as 
the uther inhabitants of said towns an~l parishes. 

SEC. 3. Be it fU1~the1·. ef!.acted, 1."hat the inhabi­
tants of said towns .-.'lnd parishes shall be holden to pay 
all taxes aIt'eady assessed, or voted to be raised, by 
either of the said towns or llarishes, previous to the 
passing of this act, in the saine Inal1l1eras if the same 
had not l)eell pal3sed: P1~ovided howeve1', that nothing 
in this act shall affed tlle provisions of an act passed 
]febl'nary sixteenth, in the year of our Lord one thou .. 
sand eight hundred and sixteen, for tbe support of 
paupers, between the towns of Enfield and Gi~eenwicb. 

[Approvell by the Governor, June 12, 1818.] 

CIIAP. XXXV. 

An Act to incorporate- the Proprietors of Mills on Ma. 
nattiquot ]l,iver, in Braintree. 

SEC. L BE it enacted by the Senate and Rouse 0/ 
llepre~wntatives, in General l COU1't assembled, apd by 
the authority of the same, Tllat Jonas \Velsh, N a· 

J>el'sonsincol'- thanicl 'I'hayer 2d Abraham Holbrook James Hol~' 
lJorated. , ~ , . • 

brook, Abraham 1.'lhayer, and James Forster, wIth 
their associates and successors be, and they are,bereby 
made a corporation and body politic f01'ever, by the 
name and style of the Proprietors of Mills 011 Manat. 
tiquot lliver; with all the llowers,privileges I and. inl­
l11unities incident to a corporation aggregate; and ~aid 
corporation is hereby made capable in law of having, 
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llOltling, purchasing, and taking in fee simple, or any 
less estate, by gift, grant, devise or othenvise, any POWN'.i. 

lands, tene,ments, hereditalnents, or other estate, real, 
personal or mixed, necessary for the plU110ses contem­
plated in this act. 

SEC. 2. Be it fU'rtlw1' enacted, 'That said corpo. 
l'ation shall have full power, liberty and authority, to 
make the reserves of water wished by them, in the fol. 
lowing described ponds, or any of them, viz. Hough­
t{)n's Pond, so called, lying in Canton, between Brain-
tree Great Pond and the Blue Hill, containing aboutCOlll'Se of'l'l·a. 

thirty acres; Cranberry Pond, so called, situated in IeI' l'eSCI'Y0S. 

the south-east part of Braintree, containing about thirty 
acres; the Little Pond, so called, lying in the centre 
of the town of Braintree, containing about seventy 
aCl'es ; the Great Pond, so called, lying partly in the 
south. west part of Braintree, and partly (about one 
eighth of the pond) in llandolph, estimated to contain 
one hundred ancl thirty acres. And saicl proprietors 
are hereby authorized and empowered, by themselves 
or their agents, in their corporate capacity, to ereet 
suitable dams at proper places, for said purpose, to Dams~ 
pres~rve said dams in such repair as they 11lay consider 
necessary to raise the water in sai(l ponds as high as 
its original bounds, to lower the outlets of said ponds, 
and to draw off such portions of said waters from any 
of said ponds, in such. quantities, and at such times as 
they, or a major part of them, or their special agent lot' 
that purpose, shall judge best for the interest of all COllo 

cerned. . 
SEC. 3. Be it further e1'lacted, That saill eor~ 

lloration shall have a common seal, antI be capable ill 
law to prosecute and defen(l to final jude;ment anll ex- General r~lW" 
ecution any action or other process, before any conrt, ers. 

tribunal or magistrate whatever, and to do and perform 
all such other acts an(l things, as an aggregate corpo-
ration mayor of right can do. And they shall bave 
powe!' to appoint a President, Clerk, and such other 
officers and agents, and to make such by.laws and reg-
ulations as they may find necessary; pl'ovidecl the same Proviso. 

are not repugnant to the laws of this Commonwealth. 
SEC. 4. lJe it fttrthe1~ enacted, 1."hat if any per­

son or persons shall wilfully 01' maliciously take up, 
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remoye, bt'eak down, dig under, or otherwise injure or 
destroy in any manner, said dam~, or any of the gates 
01' waste ways thereof, or any part of them, or s~all im:. 
pede or hinder said proprietors or' their agent~, in 
erecting, maintaining or repairing said da,ms, or any of 
them, or any of the gates or waste ways thereof, sucll 
person 01" persons shall forfeit and pay to said corpo. 
ration, a sum not less than fifty dollars, nor more than 
one hundred dollars, according to the nature and ag­
gravation of the injury done or committed; and such 
offender shall be further liable to indictment for SUell 

trespass; and on conviction thereof, shall be sentenced 
to pay a fine to the use of the Commonwealth" of not 
less than ten dollars, nor more thali fifty dollars. 

SEC. 6. Be, it furthe1' enacted, 1.'batany ~three of 
the persons named in the first section of ,this act, may 
call tlle first meeting of said corporation, to be holden 
at such time and place as they may judge proper, they 
giving two days previous notice to the other proprietors 
therein named. 

SEC. 6. Be it further enacted, That in,'case any 
damages shall accrue to any person by flowing said 
ponds higher than by law, or the provisions of this act 
they are entitled to be flowed, such damage shall be 
paid by said corporation as is provided for and given 
in tbe act, entitled" An act for the support and regula­
tion of mills," and in the several acts in addition theretoo 

'[Approved by the GoveruOl', J nne 12, iSiS.] 

COMMON"VEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

SECRETARY'S OFFICE, ;rUI,Y 20, 1818, 

BY this I certify, that the Laws contained in this pamphlet, 
passed at the Session begun May 27th, and ending June 13th, 1818, 
have been compared with the originals in this office, and appear to 
be correct. 

ALDEN BRADFORD, 

Secretary of Commonwealth. 
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