MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE

The following document is provided by the
LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied

(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions)




LAWS

OF THR

Commontwealth of IRaggachugests,

PASSED BY THE GENERAL COURT,

AT THEIR SESSION, -
WHICH COMMENCED ON WEDNESDAY THE 13th OF NOVEMBER, AND

ENDED ON THE lith OF DECEMBER, 1816,

=3B
Published agreeably to a Resolve of 16th Jannary, 1812.

PO EL

=

BOSTON :
PRINTED BY BUSSELL, CUTLER AND CO. FOTL BENJAMIN RUSSELL,
PRINTER TO THE STATL,

rioesiseseane eosrvea

1846,






LAWS

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS,

PASSED BY THE GENERAL COURT,
AT THEIR SESSION, COMMENCING ON THE THIRTEENTH DAY OF
NOVEMBER, AND ENDING ON THE FOURTEENTH DAY

OF DECEMBER, A. D, 1816.

e ]
CHAP. LIV,

An Act in further addition to an act, entitled ¢ An act
to incorporate Nicholas Thorndike and others into a
Company, by the name of the Beverly Marine In-
surance Company.”

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the authovity of the same, That such further time, not
exceeding five years, from and after the twenty-fourth Futher time
day of August next, be allowed to the Stockholders in M.oyed © vy
the Beverly Marine Insurance Company, named in an
act, entitled ¢ An act to incorporate Nicholas Thorn-
- dike and others into a Company, by the name of The
Beverly Marine Insurance Company,” to pay in the re-
gidue, being the last moiety of the instalments, and a-
mounting in all to fifty dollars on a share, in the capi-
tal stock of the said Company, as the Directors thereof
may judge proper, and that the said residue shall be
paid in at such times and in such proportions as the
said Directors shall order and appoint, within the pe-
riod aforesaid : Provided however, that nothing in this
act shall be consirued to exonerate or discharge the es-
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POOR PRISONERS. Nov. 25, 1816.

tates of the said Stockholders from being liable in the
manner and for the purposes mentioned in the tenth sec-
tion of the said ouglna.l m:t, in addltlon to which tlna
act is made. . ; . :

[ Approved by the Govelnor, Novembel 23, 1816. ]

CHAP. LV,

An Aect in further addition to an act, entitled ¢ An act |
for the relief of poor pnsonet S, WhO are commltted by
execution fm debt o A

o
X

B« enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the authority’of the same, That from and after the pas-
sing of this act, it shall be the duty of the Justices who
may administer an oath to any person, who is com-
mitted by execution for debt, in order for the liberation
and discharge of such person from prison, instead of
the oath prescribed in any former act, to admlmster an
oath in the form following, to wit :—

I , do solemnly swear before
Almighty God, (or affirm as the case may be,) that T
have not any estate, real or personal, in possession, re-
version, or remainder, suflicient to support myself in
prison, or to pay prison charges, except the goods and_
chattels by law exempted from attachment and execu-
tion ; and that I have not, since the commencement of
this suit against me, or at any other time, directly or
indirectly, sold, leased, or otherwise conveyed or dis-
posed of, to, or entrusted any person or persons Whom.
soever, Wlth all, or any part of the estate, real or per-
sonal, whereof 1 have been the lawful owner or pos-
sessor, With any intent or design to secure the same,

~ or to receive or to expect any profit or advantage there-

for ; or have caused or suffered to be done; any thing
else whatsoever, whereby any of my creditors may be
defrauded-—So help me God—(or this I do under the
pains and penalties of perjury, as the case may be.)
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And the form of the certificate thereof, to be made by
the Justices, shall be as follows, to wit :—

S ss. b Heeper of the Gaol ot

‘We, the subscribers, two of the Justices of the Peace
for the said county of S , and each of us of the
Quorum, hereby certify, that (A, B.) a poor prisoner,
confined upon execution for debt in the goal at a-
foresaid, hath caused (D. E.) the creditor, at whose

285

suit he was so confined, to be notified according to law Certifieate.

of his the said (A. B’s ) desire of taking the benefit of
the act, entitled ¢ An act for the relief of poor prison-
ers who are commiited by execution for debt ;* that in
our opinion, the said (A. B.) hath not any estate, real
or personal, sufficient to support himself in prison, ex-
cept the goods and chattels by law exempted from at-
tachment and execution ; and that he hath not convey-
ed or concealed his estate with design to secure the
same to his own use, or to defraud his creditors ; and
that we have, after due caution to the said (A. B.) ad-
ministered to him the oath (or affirmation, as the case
may be) prescribed in an act entitled an act in further
addition to an act, entitled ¢ An act for the relief of
poor prisoners Who are committed by execution for
debt.”  Witness our hands and seals, this day
of Anno Domini

Provided however, that in all eases in which, since

the passing of the act entitled ¢ An act to exempt cer- proviso,

tain goods and chattels of debtors from attachment and
execution,”” the oath prescribed in the act, entitled ¢ An
act for the relief of poor prisoners who are committed
by execution for debt,”” has been duly administered,
and a certificate ther eof made, in the form therein pre-
scribed, and also in all cases in which the oath pre-
scrlbed in the act first in this provision mentioned, has
been duly administered, and the certificate thereof made
in the form prescribed in the act to which this act is in
addition, and also in all cases which may happen from

and after the passinﬂ' of the present act, until the first
" day of Augustnext,in which similar ploceedmgs shall
be had, or the oath prescribed in the act first in this
provision mentioned, shall be duly administered, and
a proper certificate thel eof made ; the discharge of such
poor prisoner and prisoners sha,ll be deemed, taken aud
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MISSIONARY SOCIETY. WVow. 27, 4816,

adjudged to be good and valid to all intents altfd{pur-
poses, any thing in the aforesaid act first in this provise

mentioned, or in the present act, to the contrary not.

withstanding ; saving and exeepting however all civil

actions wherein final judgment has been rendered by

the Supreme Judicial Court.

[Approved by the Governor, NOvembér 25, 1816]‘

CHAP. LVL.

An Act to incorpomté the Berks’hire/: andOolumbm :

Missionary Society.

P

Sec. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House
of Representativés in General Court assembled, and
by the authority of the sume, That Facob Catlin, Alvan
Hyde, Samuel Shepard, Henry Brown, Ebenezer
Jennings, Joseph Woodbridge, Jonathan Nash, and
James W. Robbins, with those who have, or may
hereafter associate with them and their successors, be,

and they hereby arc incorporated and made z body -

politic, for the purpose of furnishing the means of
christian knowledge and improvement, by the distri-
bution of pious and religious books and tracts, and by
sending Missionaries among 'the inhabitants of our
own-land, who are destitute of religious knowledge
and instruetion, or where such means are but partially
provided ; and also to aid, as their funds will permit,

in spreading the light of the Giospel among the heath-

en, by the name of the Berkshire and Columbia Mis-
sionary Society : and the Society aforesaid shall have
perpetual succession, and may have a common seal,
which they may change, break, alter and make new at
their pleasure ; and ‘may purchase and receive by gift
or devise, lands, tenements and real estate of any kind,
and the same hold in fee simple or less estate; and
also subscriptions, donations and bequests of money,
or any other personal estate, the annual income of
which shall not exceed the sum of ten thousand dol-
lars; and all grants, donations, subscriptions, devises,
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and bequests, made to said Society, shall be improved
in such manner, as the Trustees of said Society shall
judge most conducive to the designs of the institution.

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said So-
eiety may annually elect, by ballot, by a majority of
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the Members present, a President, Vice-President, aPowers and

Treasurer, Secretary, Clerk, and such number of®
Trustees as they may judge proper, (not less than e-
leven) and such other officers, as they may determine
to be necessary ; and may, at their first meeting under
this act, by vote of a majority of the Members present
at said meeting, adopt and establish such constitution,
or system of roles and bye-laws as they may think
necessary for conducting and execnting the business
“of said Society, and for more effectually securing the
objects of their institation ; which constitution or sys-
tem of bye-laws shall be for the government of said
Society, and shall not be altered at any subsequent
meeting, but in the manner therein pointed out: Pro-
wided, such rules and bye-laws be not repugnant to
the constitution and laws of this Commonwealth,

Sec. 8. Be it further enacted, That the Society

aforesaid, shall at all times have power to sue and may may sue ad

be sued, and may defend, and shall be held to answer Pesued

by the name, style and title aforesaid ; and if it shall

so happen that the said Society shall become seized

of lands and tenements, it shall be lawful by deed

under the hand and seal of their President, for the time

being, to sell and convey the same: Provided such

sale shall be made by order and under the direction
of the Trustees.

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That a particular
accouut of all the funds of said Soclety, and the dis.
position thereof shall be exhibited by the T'reasurer,
at the stated annual meeting of said Society, a Com-
mittee of said Society having first examined and cer-

tilied the same to be true; and fair entries shall be records.

made in books provided fm that purpose, of all dona-
tions made to said Society, and of all the estate, both
real and personal, belonging to the same; and said
books shall be brought to the annual meetings, and be
there open to the inspection of the Members.
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SOCIETY IN WOOLWICH. Dec 4 1816. |

8kc. 5. Be it further pfnacted, Tliat JosephWoom
bridge, Esquire, be, and he hereby is empo ~,
call the first meeting of said Soclety in their ate

-capacity, by pubhshmg a notification in both the news-

papers printed in the county of Berkshire, three weeks
in succession ; the first publication to be thnty days at/
least before the time of said meeting, :

[Appr oved by the Governor, Novembe1 2[ y 1816 ] '

CHAP. LVII

An Act to mcmpomte the Second Baphst Soclety
o ln WOOIWmh ) .
SEC 1. BE it enacted by the Senate aml House
of Representatives in Geneval Court assembled, and
by the authority of the same, That Abner Wade,
John Shaw, James Williams, Daniel ‘Walker, Bar-
zilla ‘W alker, James Bailey, junior, Francis Cush-
man, Simeon Williams, Asa Beals, George Bayley,
William Gray, James Blin, Timothy Williams, Ste.
phen Blackman, Isaiah H. Hedge, Alexander McKen-

1ey, Beujamin Beals, Jesse Bayley, Joseph L. Savage,

Charles McKenney, Peter Berry, John Wllhams,
Jobn Shaw, junior, John Bayley, John Weright, junior,
Abner H. Wade, Joseph WuBht James McKenney,
"Turner Wade, Aaron Hilton, Samuel Soule, Archibald
McMurphy, Charles 'Wade, Richard Mitchel, John
Card, Nathaniel Day, Members of a Religioug Soci:
ety, together with their polls and estates, be, and they
hereby are incorporated, by the name of the Second
Baptist Society in Woolwich, with all the privileges,
powers and immunities to which paushes in tlus Com

monwealth are entitled.

Skc. 2. Be it further enacted, That any and ev.

- ery person in the towns of Woolwich and Wiscasset,

in the county of Lincoln, being of the Baptist deno.
mination, who may- at any time hereafter actually
become a Member of, and unite in 1ehg,10us WO‘Shlp
with said Society in Woolvvlch, and give ‘in his ex
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her name to the Clerk of the town or parish, to which

he or she belongs, with a certificate signed by the Ceitificate ot
Minister or Clerk of said Society, that he or she has ““"™
actually become a Member of, and united in religious
worship with said Society in Woolwich, fourteen

days previous to the town or parish meetings therein,

to be held in the month of March or April, annually,

shall, from and after giving such certificate, with his

or her polls and estates, be considered as a Member

of said Society : Provided however, that such person

shall be held to pay his proportion of all monies assess-

ed in the town or parish to which he or she belonged
previous to that time. ,

Skc. 8. Be it further enacted, That when any
Member of said Baptist Society shall see cause to
leave the same, and uuite in religious worship with
any other religious Society, and shall give in his or
her name to the Clerk of said Baptist Religions So-
ciety, with a certificate, signed by the Minister, or Rightof Mem-
Clerk of the parish, or other incorporated religious "™
Society, with which he or she may unite, that he or
~ she has actually become a Member of, and united in
religious worship with such other parish, or other
incorporated religious Society, fourteen days previous
to their meeting in March or April, and shall pay his
or her proporiion of all monies assessed in said So-
ciety, previous.thereto, such person shall, from and
after giving such eertificate, with his or her polls or
estates, be considered as a Member of the Society to
which he or she has so united. ,

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That any Justice
of the Peace in and for the county of Lincoln, be,
and he hereby is authorized to issue his warrant, di- Justice to issus
rected to some principal Member of said Society, V"™
requiring him to notify the Members thereof, qualified
to vote in parish affairs, to assemble at some suitable
time and place, in said town of Woolwich, to choose
such parish Officers as parishes are by law required
to choose, in the month of March or April annually,
and to transact ail other matters and things necessary
to be done in said Society.

[App?::;ved by the Governor, December 4, 1816.7
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. CHAP. LVIIL

An Act to set off certain land from the fown of
‘Wayne, and annex it to the town of Winthrop.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and
by the authority of the same, That ail that part of the
farm of William Lowell, of Winthrop, which lies
within the town of Wayne, be, and it hereby is set
tandsetoff. ~ Off from the said town of Wayne and annexed to the
town of Winthrop: Provided however, that the said
- Lowell shall be holden to pay all taxes, which have
been duly assessed on him by the town of Wayne,
in the same manner as if this act had not passed.

[Approved by the Governor, December 4, 1816.7

CHAP. LIX.

An Act in further addition to an act, cntitled ¢ An
act to incorporate Jonathan Mason and others into
a Company, by the name of the Union Marine
Insurance Company.” ‘

BE it enacted by the Senate and House
of Representatives, in General Court ussembled, and
by the authority of the same, That the Directors of

Shall make Di-the Union Marine Insurance Company shall make

vidends, dividends of the interest and profits arising on the
capital stock and business of the Company as now by
law provided, on the second Monday of April and
October, in each year, instead of the times now pre-
seribed 5 any thing in the act to which this is in addi.
tion, to the contrary notwithstanding.

[ Approved by the Governor, December 4, 1816.7
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CHAP. LX.
An Act to authorize the use of the Vibrating
Steelyard,

BE it enacted by the Senate and. House of
Representatives, in General Court assembled and by
the authority of the same, That from and after the
passing this act, the Vibrating Steelyard, invented or
improved by Samuel Hills, be permitted to be used
in all cases of weighing throughout this Common.
wealth : Provided, that before being offered for sale Proviso.
or the same shall be used, each beam and the poizers
thereof, shall be sealed by some public Sealer of
Weights and Measures, appointed according to law,

[Approved by the Governor, December 4, 1816.]

CHAP. LXI.

An Act to incorporate the American Society for the
education of pious youth for the Gospel Ministry,

Sec. 1. IBE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the same, That William Phillips, Sam- persons incor-
uel Salisbury, Eliphalet Pearson, William Reed, Josh- potsd. -
ua Bates, Asa Eaton, Samuel H, Walley, and Aaron P,
Cleaveland, together with those who have associated,
and who may hereafter associate with them, be, and
they hereby are incorporated and made a hody politie,
by the name of The American Society for educating pi-
ous youth for the Gospel Ministry ; and the Society
aforesaid shall have perpetual sueccession, and may
have a common seal, which it shall be lawful for them to
alter at pleasure ; and may purchase and receive by
gift, or devise, lands, tenements, and real estate of any
kind, and the same hold in fee simple, or less estate,
‘the annual income and profits whereof shall not exceed
the value of ten thousand dollars, And the said Se-
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ciety is hereby enabled to take and receive subscrlp-
tions of charitably disposed persons, and may take any
personal estate in succession: and all donations to the

Applieation of Society, either by subscription, legacy or otherwise,

Tunds,

fiales and Re-

gulations,

(excepting sach as shall be differently appropriated by
the donors, or by a vote of the Society, agreeably to
their constitution) shall make a part of, or be put into
the capital stock of the Society, Whlch shall be put
out on interest on good security, or otherwise improved
to the best advantage, and the income or profits ap-
plied to the purpose of aiding indigent young men of
talents and hopeful piety, in acquiring a learned and
competent education for the Gospel Ministry.

Src. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said So.
ciety may choose a President, Vice. President, Clerk,

Treasurer, and sueh other ofﬁcels as they shall see ﬁt° :

and may at their first meeting under this Incor poratmn,
by the vote of two thirds of their Members present at
gaid meeting, adopt such constitution or system of rules
and by-laws, as they shall think necessary for the
orderly conducting and executing the business of said
Society, and for the most effectually securing the ob-
ject of their Institution ; which constitution or system
of rules and by-laws, shall be for the government of
said Society, and shall not be altered at any subse-
quent meeting, but in the manner therein pointed out :
Provided, such rules and by-laws be not repugnant
to the constitution and laws of this Commonwealth.
Sec. 3. Be it SJurther enacted, That the Society
aforesaid may, at all times, under the name, style and
title aforesaid, sue and be sued, plead and be implead-
ed, appear, prosecute and defend to final judgment
and execution, and may appoint an agent or agents to

My sucandbe Prosecute and defend suits with power of substitution ;

sued,
£

and it shall be lawful for the said Society to make
sale of any estate or personal property, given or pur-
chased as aforesaid, or in any other way or right ae.
eruing to them in their corporate capacity, (unless
that which is given be otherwise expressly ordered,
or appropriated by the donor,) and convey the same by‘
deed or other legal insirument duly executed, and
when the property to be conveyed is real estate, under
the hand of the Treasurer and the seal of the Society :

i
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Provided that all monies arising from such sale be
applied to the same use to which the income thereof
- was before applied. vl
Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That William
Phillips Esq. be, and he hereby is authorized; by no-
tification in any two of the newspapers printed in
Boston, to appoint the time and place of the first meet. First Meeting.
ing of said Society. :

[ Approved by the Governor, December 4, 1816]

> a

CHAP. LXIL

An Act to authorize the Supreme Judicial Court te
grant leave to claimants apon‘insolvent estates to in-
stitute suits in certain cases.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the sume, That, in all cases in which
any person heretofore has, or hereafter shall present
any- claim for allowance to any Board of Commission-
ers, which have been or may hereafter be appointed by
any Judge of Probate, to receive and examine the
claims against the estate of any deceased person, which
has been or may hereafter be represented insolvent, and
such claim shall have been or may hereafter be reject- Appeals to Su.
ed by such Commissioners, and a return of their doings Ggur, Judioial
made to the Judge of Probate, and the claimant, who
has or may prefer such claim for allowance has by ac-
cident, mistake or otherwise, omitted to give notice, or
ghall hereafter omit to give notice, at the Probate Of.
fice, within twenty days after the making of such re-
turn of the Commissioners, that it is his or her inten.
{ion to have such claim determined at common law, the
Supreme Judicial Court, at any session thereof, holden
in any county, upon such claimant’s presenting a pe-
tition for relief, and making it to appear that he or she
has reasonable grounds for expecting to support his or
her claim, and that he or she has not lost his or her
right lo institute a suit against the Executor or Admin.-
istrator of such estate, and have such elaim determined
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at common law, by his or her negligence, is hereby au-
thorized and empowered, after due notice to the ad-
verse party, to grant such claimanta rlght to institute a
suit for the recovery of such claim, againtst the Exe-
cutor or Administrator of such insolvent estate, at the
next Cireuit Court of Common Pleas, to be holden in
the county in which such Executor or Administrator.
dwells ; or at the next Boston Court of Common Pleas
to be holden in the county of Suffolk, if such Execu-
tor or Administrator shall dwell in said county ; and the
same proceedings shall be had in such suit, as are now
by law provided, shall be had in suits, mstltuted by
claimants for the recovery of claims against insolvent
estates, which have been reJecte(l by the Oommlsslon?
ers, appointed to receive and examine the claims a-
Proviso. gainst such estates ; provided however, that no such
petition shall be sustained, unless the same shall be
presented within two years from the return of the report
af such Commissioners to the Judge of Probate, and
that the distribution of any insolvent estate, which may
have been made previously to the presenting of such
petition and notice thereof to the Kxecutor or Adminis-
trator of such estate, shall not be disturbed by the
judgment which may be recovered in any such suit ;
nor shall the right to institute any such suit be gr anted
to any elaimant after four years shall have elapsed,
from the time of granting administration on such estate.

[Approved by the Governor, December 4, 1816.]

CHAP. LXIIL

An Act to incorporate the Fragment Society.

Sec. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the same, That Mary Fla.ncls, Mar-

Persons incor- garet C. Welch, and their associates, together with such
porated, others as may become subscribers to the same institu-
tion, in the manner hereinafter peovided, be, and they
are incorperated for the purpose of aiding and assisting
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~ indigent sick persons in the town of Boston, by the

- name of The Fragment Society ; and by that name shall

be a Corporation forever, with power to have a common Powers.
seal, to make contracts relative to the objects of their

* institution, to sue and be sued, to establish by-laws and
orders for the regulation of said Society and the pre-
servation and application of the fund thereof ; provided Proviso.
the same be not repugnant to the constitution and laws

of this Commonwealth, to take, hold and possess any
estate, real and personal, by subscription, gift, grant,
purchase, devise, or otherwise ; and the same to im.
prove, lease, exchange or sell and convey for the sole
benefit of said institution ; provided the value of the re-

al estate of the said Society shall never exceed twenty
thousand dollars, and the annual income of the whole
estate of said Society shall not exceed five thousand
dollars. : ;

SEec. 2. Be it further enacted, That every married
woman belonging to said Society, who shall, with the
consent of her husband, receive any of the money or Husbandsliable
other property of said Society, shall thereby render
her said husband accountable therefor to said Society ;
and every woman, whether sole or married, who shall
subscribe and pay to the funds of said Society, a sum
not less than one doliar annually, shall by subseription
and payment become a Member of said Society, liable
hiowever to be removed whenever she shall neglect or
refuse to pay her annual subscription.

Stc. 3. Be it further enacted, That the said So-
ciety shall meet in Boston on the second Monday in
QOctober annually, for the purpose of electing by ballot Annual Meet.
from their Members, a first and second President, a s Oficers
Treasurer, Secretary, and a Board of not less than nine,
nor more than twelve Managers, all of which officers
ghall hold their said offices for one year, and until
others shall be elected to succeed them ; and the Man-
agers for the time being shall publish a notification of
{he time and place of each annual meeting in one or
more of the Boston newspapers, at least seven days
before the time of holding the same. Upon any ur-
gent occasion, the first or second President, or when
vequested in writing by fifteen Members of said So. Special Meer.
eiety, any five of the Managers may appoint a special -
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meeting of said Society, to be notified in the same man-
ner as the annual meetings. And at any regular meet-
ing of the Board of Managers, they may remove any
Manager from office; and by ballot fill any vacancy so
or otherwise made’; provided two thirds of thew whole
number shall concur.

Skc. 4. Be it further enacted That the T1easul'er
of said Society shall be a single woman of the age of
twenty-one years or upwards, and shall give bond with
sufficient surety or sureties to account annually, or
oftener, if required by said Society or the Board of
Managers, for all money and property of said Society,

- and in general to discharge the duties of sald office

Stock and Dis-
bursements.

Rules and Re-

gulations,

May be sued.

with fidelity.

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That the Board of
Managers for the time being qhall have the manage-
ment and application of the subscriptions, funds and
estate of the Society, solely for the purpose of this
Institation ; and no sale or transfer of any of the real
or personal estafe of said Society shall be valid, unless
approved by them ; and no-money shall be paid out of
the Treasury of said Society except,in pursuance of
their order; they shall likewise have authority at their
discretion to give or loan any articles belonging to
said Society to such indigent and sick persons in the
town of Boston, as they believe upon enquiry, recom-
mendation, or visiting, to be proper objects for the
charity of this Institution; and the Managers shall
have authority to establish any rules and by-laws for
the regulation of the proceedings of said Board, and
the concerns of said Society, not repugnant to the
laws of this Commonwealth, or the by-laws and or-
ders of said Society ; not less than five Managers shall
constitute a quorum for transacting business, and all
questions shall be decided by the votes of a majority
of the Members present.

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, That any writ or pro-
cess against said Corporation may be served by the Offi-
cer’s leavmg, an attested copy thereof with the T'reasurer
of said Society, or at her usual place of residence, thirty
days before the return day thereof; and the said T'rea-
surer, or any Agent appointed for that purpose, by
the Society or Managers, may appear by Attorney, and
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defend or prosecute any suit in behalf of said Society.

Sec. 7. Be it further enacted, That all instruments
of conveyance or contract, which may lawfully be
made by said Society, if approved by the Board, of
Managers, shall be signed by the first or second Pre. Formof Instru.
sldent and countelmgned by the Secretary ;3 and if ne- ments.
cessary, sealed with the common seal of said Society ;
and .when so executed, shall bind the said Soclety anel
be valid in law. ‘

[Apploved by the Grovernor, December 4, 1816 ]

CHAP. LXIV.

An Act to incorporate the 'Trustees of the Ministerial
Fund, in the first parish in Pembroke.

Ske. 1. BE it enacted by the Senute and House of
Representatives in General Cowrt assembled, and by
‘the authority of the same, That Alden Brlg s, Na-
thaniel Loring, jun. and Anthony Collamore, be, and
they hereby are appointed Trustees of the Ministerial = Trustecs.
Fund in the first parish inPembroke, to receive and hold
all the money and securities given to said first parish
for the support of the Gospel, and to receive and hold
all other property that now is, or that may be hereafter
given to said parish, for the like purpose, in trust for
the use and benefit of said parish, the interest of which
to be applied for the support of a Gospel Minister, of
the Congregational order or denomination ; and they
and their successors in office shall constitute a body
politic and corporate, by the name of T'he "Trustees of
the Ministerial Fund in the first pavish in the town of
Pembroke, to have perpetual succession for the due and
faithful management of said trust; and are hereby
vested with all powers incident to Corporations, and
necessary and requisite for that purpose.

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, 'That the Trustees
aforesaid shall hold their office for four years from the Tiwm of ofice,
passing of this act, and until others are chosen in their
place 3 and all vacancies that take place, shall be filled
by said parish : and every four years said parish shall

38
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,e'iect three persons, Members of said p\a,l;ish‘,aasiga;,nfew

Board of Trustees ; and whenever either of the Trus-
tees shall cease to De a \Iembel of the parish, he shall"
be considered as resigning his office as Trustee ;5 and
the vacaney thereby occasioned shall be filled by the
parish 3 and the Trustees appointed by this act, and
their successors, shall give bond to the 'lreasm-el of
said paush in double the amount of all money and se-
eurities in their hands as Trustees, with sufficient sure-
ties, to the aeceptance of the parish Committees, for
the \faithful discharge of the duties of their trust, and

setfiement of shall annually settle their accounts with the Commlt-

aceounts,

tee of said parish, and pay over the interest arising
from said fund to the Treasurer of said parish ; and on
producing from said ['reasurer, a certificate of said pay-
ment, the parish Committee shall d1schmge said Trus-
tees from the same 5 and said Trustees may exhibit their
accounts for services to said parish for approbation and
allowance, and the sums voted them shall be thelr com-
pensation for services.

Sec. 8. Be it further enacted Tlnt the T1 usteus

Trusices may aforesaid may loan the money belongmg to said funds,

loan money,

Proviso.

but it shall be their duty in no case-to loan it but as
they secure the lnyment by a mortgage - of real estate,
unless such loan is made with the knowledge and con-
sent of the parish Committee ; and if sald Trustees
shall become seized of lands and tenements by mort-
gage as security for payment of any debts due said
Trustees, or parislh, and the fee by due course of law
becomes vested in them as 'Trustees aforesaid, it shall
be lawful for said Trustees, for the time being, to exe-
cute a good and lawful deed of the same to any pur-
chaser 3 provided that the sale thereof be coneluded
on at any legal meeting of said parish : and whenever
@ Board of T'rustees shall be discharged by the choice
of a new one, or by any other cause, their bond shall
not be cancelled by the Treasurer of said parish, until
said Trnstees shall produce a certificate from the parish
Committee, that:they have delivered over to the new
Board of Trustees all the property in their hands be-
longing to said funds,-in which case the Treasurer a.
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foresaid shall cancel their bonds, and execute their
discharge.

[Approved by the Governor, December 5, 1816.]

CHAP. LXYV.

An Act authorizing the sale of Ministerial Lands be-
longing to the first parish in North Yarmouth.

Sec. 1. IBE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the same, That Ammi R. Mitehell, -
Samuel Mason, Alexander Barr, Jacob Mitchell, INa- Persous incor-
thaniel Jenks, John Hays, Timothy Davis, John Cut- "
ter, Allen Drinkwater, Daniel Mitchell and David
Seabury, be, and they are hereby constituted a body
politic and corporate, by the name of The T'rustees of
the Ministerial Funds in the first parish in North
Yarmouth 3 and they and their successors shall be, and
continue a body politic and corporate, by that name
forever ; and they shall have a common seal, subject
to be altered at their pleasure. And they may sue and
be sned in all actions, real, personal and mixed, and
prosecute and defend the same to final judgment and
execution, by the name aforesaid. ‘
Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said Trus-
tees, and their successors, shall and may annually elect
a President and Clerk, who shall be under cath, faith- Election of OF
folly to record the doings of said Trustees, at their"**
meetings ; and a Treasurer to receive and apply the
monies hereinafter mentioned, as hereinafter directed,
and any other needful officers, for the better managing
their business. And said Treasurer shall give bonds
to the President of said Trustees to double the amount
of their funds, faithfully to perform his duty, and ren-
der an account of all monies which may come into his
hands as T'reasurer aforesaid, and to be responsible for
all negligence and misconduct in his office.
See. 3, Be it further enacted, That the number Pf Number of
Trustees shall not, at any time, be more than eleven,
nor less than seven, a majority of their number to con-
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stitute a quorum for doing business ; H and said Trus-
tees shall have power to remove any of their number,
who may become unfit and incapable, from age, infirmi-
ty, misconduct, or any other cause, of dlschalgmg their
duty. And all vacaneies shall be'notified to the As-
sessors of said first parish, by the Clerk of said T'rus-
tees, and shall be filled by said parish, at any meeting
legally warned for that purpose, within three months
after being notified as aforesaid ; and if the said parish
neglects so to do, within that tlme. then said Trustees,
by a major vote, shall have power to fill up such
vacancy.

Sec. 4. Be it f’urther enacted T]mt sald Trus-
tees shall annually ‘hold a meetmg in the month of
March or April, and as much oftener as may be found
necessary to transact their business; ‘which meeting,
after the first, shall be called in sach Way and manner
as the Tr ustees shall direct, and the said Trustees
shall be obliged at each anuual meeting of said parish
to be holden in the month of March or April, to make
a full and compleat statement of all their doings to
said parish; and no one of said Trustees shall hold
his office as such any longer than he remains a Mem.
ber of said parish, and resides within the town 0f~N0rth
Yarmouth.

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That said TnusteeS

Trudees may be, and they hereby ave authonsed to sell and convey,

sue hnds, an
receive dona-
tions.

in fee simple, all the Parsonage and Ministerial: lands
belonging to said parish, and to make and execute good
and sufficient warrantee deed or deeds of tlie same,
subscribed by their Treasurer by direction of said 'T'rus-
tees, with their seal thereunto affixed, which said deed
or deeds shall be good and effectual in law to pass and
convey the fee sunple in said lands belonging to said
parish, to the purchaser, to all intents and purposes
whatever. And said Trustees are hereby authorized
to receive any donations to the use ‘and for the bene-
fit of said parish, and the same 'to'place on the books
and accounts to be kept by them, with the amount of
the donation, and-the time when made. f

Sze. 6. Be it further enacted, That the monies ari-
sing from the sale of said lands, and the donations a-
foresaid, shall be put at interest as soon as may be, and
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secured by mortgage of real estate to double the amount

of the estate sold, or the monies loaned, or by two or

more sufficient sureties with the principal ; unless said

T'rustees shall judge it best to vest the amount in publie Investment o
funded securities or bank stock, which they are autho-
rized hereby to do.

Suc. 7. Be it further enacted, 'That the anuual in- »
come of the funds aforesaid shall be appropriated, two Disposal of Tn-
thirds thereof to the support of a Congregational Min-“"
ister in said first parish, and the other third thereof to
be added to the principal, until the annual income of
said fands shall be sufficient to pay the Minister’s sal-
ary, and all other parish charges, for defraying which
_parishes are now by law authorized to make assess-
ments on the polls and estates within the same : and
the said first parish shall have power to determine at
any legal meeting called for that purpose, when the in-
come of said funds is sufficient to pay the salary and
expenses aforesaid, and when the whole of said annual
income shall be appropriated to the payment thereof ;
but it shall never be in the power of said Trustees or
parish, to alienate the capital, or appropriate the annual
income of said funds to any other than the purposes
aforesaid.

Skc. 8. Be it further enacted, That said Trustees,
if entitled to any compensation for their services, shall
receive such a sum or sums as may be voted by said
parish, at any legal meeting thereof, to be paid out of
the parish treasury. And said Trustees, their succes- pay & acconnt.
gsors, and each of them, whether officers or not, shall at ity of Tre
all times be accountable to said parish for any negli-
gence, misconduct or wilful mismanagement of said
funds, and the debt or damage recovered by said parish
for such negligence, misconduct  or mismanagement,
shall be replaced in said funds, and applied accord-
ingly.

gSi‘.rc. 9. Be it further enacted, That Ammi R.
Mitchell, Esq. be, and he hereby is authorized, to fix
the time and place for holding the first meeting of said First meering.
Trustees, and to notify each Trustee thereof.

[ Approved by the Governor, December 5, 1816.7
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CHAP. LXVL

An Act to incorporate the Mer chants’ Insulance Oom-i
pany in Boston. .

Sec. 1. BE 1t enacte(l by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the same, That William Bourn Swett,

Peasons incor- James Howe, Joseph Balch, Benjamin Thompson and
porated. otliers, and such persons as have already or hereafter
shall become Btockholders in said Company, being ci-
tizens of the United States, be, and they hereby are in-
corporated into a Company and body politie, by the
name of The Merchants’ Insurance Company in Bos.
ton, for and during the term of twenty years after the
passing of this act ; and by that name- may sue and be
sued, plead and Dbe 1mpleaded, appear, prosecute and
defend to final judgment and execution, and have a
common seal, which they may alter at pleasure, and
may pur chase, hold and convey any estate, real or per.
sonal, for the use of said Gompany, sub;ect to the re-
stuctlons herveinafter mentioned.

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted That a shm'e in the

Capital Stock. eapital stock of said Company, shall be one hundred
dollars, and the number of shares shall be one thou-
sand ; and if the said numbe# of shares are not already
ﬁlled subscriptions shall be kept open, under the in-
specetion of the President and Directors of said Com-
pany, uutil the same shall be filled ; and the whole
capital stock, estate or property which the said Com-
pany shall be authorized to hold, shall never exceed
two hundred thousand dollars, exclusive of premium
notes or profits arising from said business j of which
capital stock or property, a sum not exceeding ten
thousand dollars may be invested in real estate.

Sec. 8. Be if further enacted, That the stock, pro-
perty, affairs and concerns of said Company, shall:he

Oficers. managed and conducted by thirteen Directors, one of
whom shall be President thereof, who shall hold their
offices for one year, and until othels shall be chesen,
and no longer ; which Directors shall, at the time of
their election, and so long as they continue to be Di.
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rectors, be Stockholders and citizens of this Common-
wealth, and not Directors in any other Company, car-

303

rying on the business of Insurance, and shall be elec- Election by bal-

ted on the first Tuesday in January, in each and every fot.

year, at such times of the day, and at such place in the
town of Boston, as a majority of the Directors for the
time being shall appoint ; of which election, public no-
tice shall be given at least in two of the public news.
papers, printed at Boston, at the time, and continued
for ten days immediately preceding such election ; and
such election shall be holden under the inspection of
three Stockholders, not being Directors, to be appoint.
ed previous to every election by the Directors or Pre.-
sident, and shall be made by ballot, by a majority of
votes of the Stockholders present, allowing one vote to
each share in the capital stock : Provided, that no
Stockholder shall be allowed more than ten votes, and
the Stockholders not present, may vote by proxy, un-
der such regulations as the said: Company shall
prescribe.

8ec. 4. Be it further eaacted, "That the Directors
so chosen, shall meet, as soon as may be after every

Provise.

election, and shall choose out of their body, one per. Choice of Pre-

son to be President, who shall preside for one year,
and until another shall be chosen ; and shall be sworn
faithfully to discharge the duties of his office ; and in
case of the death, resignalion or inability to serve of
any Director, or of the President, ov in case of any va-
cancy occasioned by either of them ceasing to be a
Stockholder, such vacancy or vacancies shall be filled
for theyear in which they may happen, by a special
election for that purpose, to be held in the same man-
ner as is herein before directed, respecting annual elec-
tions for Directors and President. '

Sue. 5. Be it further enacted, That the President
and six of the Directors (or seven of the Directors in

the absence of the President) shall be a Board compe- powd of 0.

tent to transact business ; and all questions hefore them ces

shall be decided by a majority of votes ; and they shall
bave power to make and prescribe such by-laws, rules
and regulations, as to them shall appear needful and
proper, touching the management and disposition of
the steck, property, estate and effects of said Company,
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and the transfer of shares, and touching the powers,
duties and conduct of the several Officers, Olerks and
Servants employed, and the election of Directors, and
all such matters as appertain to the business of Insur-
ance or to the concerns of the Company ; and shall al-
50 have power to appoint a Qecretary, and so many
Clerks and Servants for carrying on the said business,
and with such salaries and allowance to them, and'te
the President, as to the said Board shall seem meet: -
Provided, such by-laws, rules and rewulatlons, shall
not be repugnant to the constltutlon or 1aWs of this
Commonwealth. = ' o

Sec. 6. Be it further e’nacted “That there shall be
stated meetings of the Directors, at least once a month,
and as often within each month as the President and
Board of Directors shall deem proper ; and the Presi-
dent and a Committee of three Directors, to be by him
appointed in rotation, shall assemble da,lly, if need be,
for the despatch of business 5 and the said Board of
Directors, and the Commlttee aforesaid, at and during
the pleasure of the said Board, shall have power and
authority on behalf of the Gompan3, to make insurance
upon vessels, freight, money, goods and effects, and in
eases of money 1ent upon bottomry and le=pondent1a,
and to fix the premiums, risks and terms of payment ;
and all policies of insurance, by them made, shall be
subscribed by the President, ov in case of his death,
sickness, inability, or absence, by any two of the Di.
rectors, and countersigned by the Secretary, and shall
be binding and obligatory upon the said Company, and
have the like effect and force as if under the seal of
said Company 5 and the assured may thereupon main-
tainan action upon the case against said Company ; and
all losses duly arising under any policy, so subseribed,
may be adjusted and settled by the President or Board
of Directors, and the same shall be bmdmg; on the
Company.

Sec. 7. Beit further enacted, That it shall be the
duty of the Directors, on the thud Tuesday of April
and October in every year, to make dividends of so
much of the interest arising from the capital stock and
profits of the said Company, as to them shall appear
advisable ; but the monies received, and notes taken
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for premiums on risks, which shall be ontstanding, at
the time of making such dividends, shall not be con-
sidered as part of the profits of the Company ; and in
case of any loss or losses, whereby the capital stock
of the Dompfmy shall be lessened, before the whole a-

mount of stock is paid in, each Plopuetm s or Stock. Accountability.

holder’s estate shall be held accountable for the defi-
ciency that may be due on his share or shares, at the
time of said loss or losses taking place, to be paid in-
to the said Company by assessments, or such other
mode, and at such time or times, as the Directors shall
order ; and no subsequent dividend shall be made un-
til a sum equal to such diminution shall have been ad-
ded to the capital ; and that, once in every two years,
and oftener, 1f1equned by a majority of votes of the
Stockholdels the Directors shall lay before the Stock-
holders, at a g,eneml meeting, an exact and particular
statement of the profits, if any there be, after deductmﬂ‘
losses and dividends.

Sec. 8. Be it further enacted, That the said Com-
pany shall not, directly or indirectly (except as is here-
in permitted for the investment of their funds) deal or
trade in buying or selling any goods, wares, merchan-
dize or commodities whatsoever, and the ecapital stock
of said Company, after being collected at each instal.
ment, shall, within six months after payment of each
instalment, be invested in United States’ stock, or in
the funded debt of this Commonwealth, or in the stock
of the United States’ Bank, or of any incorporated
Bank in this Commonwealth : Provided, thatso much
as the Company is at liberty to invest in real estate,
may be kept in money or invested iu stocks, until the
same shall be invested in real estate, at the discretion
of the President and Directors of said Company, or of
other officers which the Proprietors shall for such pur-
pose appoint.

SEc. 9. Be it fm’ther enacted, That fifty dollars on
each share subscribed in said Company, shall be paid
within sixty days after the first meeting ef the said
Company, in money, and the remaining sum due on
each share within one year afterwards, at such equal
instalments, and under such penalties as the said Com-
pany shall direct ; and no transfer of any share shall

Dividends,

‘Restristions.

Provim,

Tnstalments,
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be permitted or be valid until all the instalments shall
have been paid in. =~ N
Skc. 10. Be it further enacted, 'That the property

Property liable 0f 'any Member of the said Company, vested in

to altachment. ¢l stock of the said Company, shall be liable to at-

, tachment, and to the payment and satisfaction of his
just debts to any of his bona fide creditors, in manner
following, to wit ; in addition to the summons by law
prescribed to be left with the defendant, a like sum-
mons shall be left with the Secretary of said Compa-

- ny, and the debtor’s share or shares in the said Compa-
ny’s funds, together with the interest and profits due,
or growing due thereon, or so much thereof as shall be .
sufficient, shall thereby be held to respond said suit ae-
cording tolaw ; and all transfers of the debtor’s shares
not noted in the books of the Company previous to the
delivery of such summons, shall be barred thereby ;
and execution may be levied upon the property of any
Stockholder in said Company, and his share or shares
therein exposed to sale, in the same manner as is by

- law prescribed, where personal estate is taken in exe-
cution 3 and it shall be the duty of the officer who ex-
tends such execution, to leave an attested copy thereof,
-with his doings thereon, with the Secretary of said
Company ; and the purchaser shall thereupon be -en-

- titled to the.reception of all dividends and stocks to
which the debtor was previously entitled ; and upon any
attachment being made or execution levied on ' any
shares in said Company it shall be the duty of the Se-
cretary of said Company, to expose the hooks of the
Company to the officer, and furnish him with a certifi-
cate, under his hand, in his official capacity, asecertain-
ing the number of shares the debtor holds in said Com-
pany, and the amount of the dividends due thereon.

Sec. 14. Be it further enacted, 'That in case of any
loss or losses taking place that shall be equal to the
amount of the capital stock of the said Company, and

Realesueheld the President and Directors, after knowing of such

able. . . .
loss or losses taking place, subseribing or consenting
to make any policy of insurance, their estates, jointly
and severally, shall be accountable for the amount of
any and every loss that shall take place nuder policies
thus subscribed or made.
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8ec. 12. Be it further enacted, That the President
and Directors of said Company shall, previous to their
subscribing any policy, and once in every year after,
publish in tWO of the newspapers printed at the time in Public notice,
.Boston, the amount of their stock, against what risks
they mean to insure, and the largest sum they mean to .
take on any one risk.

Sec. 13. Be it further enacted, That the said Presi-
dent and Direetors shall not be allowed to insure on.
any one risk, a larger sum than ten per centum of Limitagon of
the amount of the capital stock of said Corporation®*
actually paid in; and the said Company shall not, at
any one time, have at risk more than five times the
amount of the capital stock paid in.

Sec. 14. Be it further enacted, That the President
and Directors of said Company shall, when, and as
often as required by the Legislature of this Common- Legislative ex-
wealth, lay before them a statement of the aflairs of said amination of ac-
Gompanv, and submit to an examination concer ning the
same, under oath.

SEc. 15. Be it further enacted, That three of the
Directors shall at every annual election become ineligi-  Blections,
ble to a re-election, and remain ineligible for one year,
so that nine only of any Board, and the President, can
be re-elected. \

Sec. 16. Be it further enacted, That the said Wil-
liam B. Swett, James Howe, Joseph Balch and Ben-
jamin Thompson, or any three of them, are hereby au-
thorized to call a meeting of said Company as soon, and First mecting:
at such place in the town of Boston, as may be deemed
expedient, by advertising the same for ten days, in two
of the newspapers printed in said town, for the purpose
of electing the first Board of Divectors, who shall con-
tinue in office until the first "Tuesday of January next
following, and until others are chosen in their stead.

[ Approved by the Governor, December 5, 1816.]
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CHAP, LXVIL

An Act to mcoxpmate the &econd O(mgwgatlonal So—
cicty in 61eenﬁdd

Sec. 1. %E it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the same, That Samuel Wells, Jona-
than Leavitt, Jerome Ripley, Eliel Gilbert, George
Grinnell, Ambrose Ames, Oliver Wilkinson, David
Ripley, George Grinnell, jun. Quartus Wells, Abner
Wells, Themas W. Ripley, Franklin Ripley, John
Russell, Asa Goodenough, Charles Stearns, Hooker

" Leavitt, John Dennio, Samuel Billings, Calvin L.

Munn, Thomas Gilbert, Timothy Hall, Ansel Phelps,
Guy Bordwell, Margaret Willard, Franklin Wells,
Samuel “’Plls jun, 'llmothy Hal], jun, Luocius Dick.
inson, Pliny Russell Jonathan Smith, Elihu Sever.
ance, Alanson Clalk, Ebenezer Neweomb, jun. Tho-
mas Bridgman, Solomon Wells, Char}es Lombard,
Beriah Willard, John Russell, jun. Cyrus Martindale,
Klizabeth Clap, Abuer Wells jun. James Fisk, Jona-
than Peirce, Betsy Bird, Rhoda Wells, Mary Swan,
Theodore D. Lyman, Daniel Wells, Ebenezer Billings,
Guy Arms, Klijah Alvord, 2d, James K. Cutler, Pe-
ter T. Sprague, Ascenath Stebbins, Elilu Lyman, Si-
las Logau, Joshua Leavitt, Clarissa Williams, Kzekiel
B. Wells,and Ezekicl Bascom, with their families and
estates, with such others as may here associate with
them and their successors, be, and they hereby are in-
corporated inte a Religious Soclety, by the name of
T'he Second Cong regatmnai Society in Greenfield, with
all the powers, priv'ﬂeges and immunities to which pa-
rishes are entitled by the constitution and laws of this
Commonwealth ; and may purchase, receive by gift or

Bay hold nquthBlWlSG, and hold real and personal estate, the an-

and personal es-
tate,

nual income of which shall not exceed the sum of two
thousand dollars, for the purpose of building a meeting-
house and supporting publiec worship therein ; and may
also ordain and establish such by-laws and regulations
as to them shall seem necessary and convenient for the
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government of the said Society and the management of

their ministerial funds ; provided, such by-laws and re- Proviso.
gulations shall be in nowise contrary to the laws and
constitution of tlifs Commonwealth.

Sxkc. 8. Be it further enacted, 'That the said Second
Congregational Society in Greenfield shall be holden
to pay their annual proportion of the salary of the Rev. continuity of
Roger Newton, D. . and it shall be lawfal for the s
said town to cause the said salary to be assessed, col-
lected and paid in the same manner as if the said town
had continued one parish.

Sec. 8. Fe it further enacted, That any person liv-
ing in the said town of Greenfield, who may at any
time bereafter be desirous of joining the said Second
Congregational Society, and shall certify the same to the
Clerk of the said town, which certificate shall be re- conditions of
corded by the said Clerk, shall thereafter, with his oreeesion-
her polls and estate, become a Member of said Con-
gregational Society ; Provided however, that such per-
son shall be held to pay to the parish or Society, which
he or she shall leave as aforesaid, his or her proportion
of all parish or Society taxes, assessed and not paid
at the time of the filing sueh certificate with the town
Clerk as aforesaid.

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That any Member
of the said Second Congregational Society, who may
at any time hereafter be desirous of leaving said So-
ciety and joining any ether parish or religious Society
in the said town of Greenfield, and shall certify the
same to the Town Clerk of said town, which certi- Conditions of
ficate shall be recorded by said Clerk, shall there- sion = "
after, with his or her polls and estates become a Mem-
ber of such other parish or religious Society : Provided
however, that such person shall be held to pay to said
Second Congregational Society, his or her proportion
of all Society taxes, assessed and not paid at the time
of filing said certificate with the said Town Clerk as
aforesaid. ‘

Sec 8. Be it further enacted, That any Justice of
the Peace for the county of Franklin, upon application Justice ¢ iswe
therefor, be, and hereby is authorized and empowered ™™
to issue his warrant to some Member of said Second
Congregational Society in Greenfield, requiring him
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to notify and warn the Members thereof to meet at
such convenient time and place as shall be appointed
in said warrant for the election of such officers as pa-
rishes are by law required to choose at their annual
parish meetings, and to transact such other parouhml‘
business as may be authorized in said warrant. '

[Approved by the Governor, December 5, 1816.]

CHAP. LXVIIL

An Act to incorporate the First Congregational Soclety
in Paris, in the County of Oxford. :

Sec. 1. BD it enacted by the Senate and House
of Representatives in General Court assembled, and
by the authority of the same, That Abraham Bolstel,
Isaae Bolster, 1saac Bolster, jun. David Bolster, Am-
ri Brett, Lnther Brett, Rufus Brett, Ezra Cary, David
Clifford, David Dur ell Abijak Hall, Cyprian S, Hall,
Haven Hlel, Caleb Prentiss, Asa Robmson, Joel Ro-
binson, Jonathan Shurtliff, Daniel Stowell, Daniel
Stowell, jun. Jacob Tewksbury and Charles Whitman,
with their families and estates, together with such oth-
ers as may hereafter associate with them and their sue.
cessors, be, and they are hereby incorporated as the
First Congregational Society in Paris, for religious pur-
poses onlv with all the powers and privileges, and sub.
ject to all the duties of other religious Societies, ac-
cording to the eonstitution a_nd laws of this Common.
wealth.

Skc. 2. Be it further enacted, That any person dwel.
ling in either of the towns of Paris or Hebron, whe
may hereafter be desirous to be a Member of the said
First Congregational Society in Paris, shall declare his
desire and intention in writing, and deliver the same
to the Deacons or Clerk of said Society, fifteen days
before the annual meeting of said Society, and shall
also deliver a copy of the same to the Town Clerk, or
to theC'lerk of the religious Society,with which such per-
son has been before connected, fifteen days before the
annual meeting thereof ; and if such person doth re:
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ceive, and can produce a certificate of admission, cer-
tifying that he or she bas united with, and become a
Member of the said first Congregational Society, such
person, from the date of the said certificate, with his or
her polls and estate, shall be considered Members of
said First Congregational Society. '

Sec. 8. Beit further enacted, That when any Mem-
ber of the said First Congregational Society doth see
cause to secede therefrom, and to unite with any other
religious Society in the town where such person may
dwell, the same forms and process of a written declara- condigons of
tion and certificate shall be made, required and given, secession.
mutatis mutandis, as is preseribed and required in the
second section of this act ; provided always, that in
every case of secession from one Society and joining
another, the seceder shall be holden in law to pay his or
her proportion or assessments of all parochial or Socie-
ty debts and expenses which have been voted and
assessed, and not paid prior to such secession.

Stc. 4. Be it further enacted, That any Justice of
the Peace for the county of Oxford, upon application
therefor, be, and he is hereby empowered to issue a Justice toissue
warrant, directed to a freehold inhabitant and Member ¥*"* "
of the said First Congregational Society in Paris, re-
quiring him to notify and warn the Members thereof,
{0 meet at such convenient time and place as shall be
appointed in the said warrant, to organize the said So-
ciety, by the election and appointment of its officers.

[ Approved by the Governor, December 5, 1816.]

CHAP. LXIX.

An Act to incorporate Uriel Huntington and others,
for the purpose of building a Bridge over the eas.
tern branch of Cathance river.

Src. 1. IDE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives tn General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the sume, That Uriel Huntington, Isaac persons insor-
Leonard, William Lunt, Samuel Gray and Syms Gard. pore®
ner, together with such persons as already have or may
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hereafter associate with them, be, and they are hereby
made and constituted a Corpsration, by the name of
the Proprietors of the Bowdoinham Free Bridge ; and
by that name may sue and be sued to final judgment
and execution, and do and suffer all maliters, acts and
things, which bodies pelitic may or ought to do or
suffer : and the said Corporation shall and may use a
common seal, and the same may break, alter or change
at pleasure. : ‘ ;

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That any three of the
persons before named, may call a meeting of the Pro-
prietors aforesaid, to be holden at any convenient time
and place, by posting up one advertisement in some pub-
lic place in Bowdoinham, seven days at least before
said meeting ; and the said Proprietors, by a vote of
a majority of these present, shall choose a Clerk, who
shall be sworn to the faithful performance of his duty,
and shall also agree on a method of calling future meet.-
ings , and at the same or some subsequent meeting, may
elect such officers, and make and establish such rules
and by-laws, as {o them shall seem necessary and pro.
per for the regulation of the said Corporation, and for
the carrying into effect the purposes aforesaid ; and this
act, and all rules, regulations and proceedings of the
said Corporation, shall be recorded by their Clerk, in a
book or books to be kept for that purpose.

Sec. 8. Be it further enacted, 'That the said Pro-
prietors be, and they hereby are authorized and em-
powered to erect a Bridge over the eastern branch of
Cathance river, (provided the same is completed within
four years from the passing of this act) at any convenient
nient place at or near the mouth of said branch,as may suit
the saidProprietors; and that the said Bridge shall be well
built, with good and durable materials, at least twenty-

Dimensions  of tWo feet wide, and covered with plank, with sufficient

bridge.

railing on each side for the safety of passengers, togeth-
er with a draw of not less than thirty feet in width,which
shall be duly attended, and at all times be opened by
the Proprietors of the said Bridge when required,
through which vessels may pass, both by day and by
night, without toll; and the said Bridge shall be seven
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feet high at the least, above high water aeross the
channel.

~ [Approved by the Governm , December 5, 1816 1

CHAP. LXX,

An Act to incorporate the First Daptist Socwty in
‘Westborough.

-Sec. 1, BE it enacted b_/ the Senate and House of
Repfresentatwes in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the same, That Elisha Morse,J ohn Bee-
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man, Seth Grout, Asahel Bellows, Moses Mm se, J olin pereons incor

Belknap, Seth Belknap,.'l’osmh Wairen, Noyes Bryant, porated.

Abner Warren, Lawson Graves, Josiah Hardy, Elisha
F.Valentine, Lydia Haskell, George Andrews, Phineas
Haskell, William Williams, John Johnson, Jonallian
Pike, Jabez G. Fisher, Hannah Hawes, George W.
Beeton, Seth Peirce, Joshua Mellen, Joshua N. Mel:
len, Elam Stearns, Elijah Fay, Amasa Maynard,
Edward Belloyws, and Judson'Woods,with their families.
and estates, together with such others, being inhab-

itants of either of the towns of Westborough, South.

borough and Northborough, in the county of Worces-
ter, and Hopkinton, in the county of Middlesex, as
have or may hereafter associate with them, for the
same parpose in the manner hereinafter described, be,
and they are heleby incorporated into a religious So-
ciety, by the name of The First Baptist Society in
‘Westhorough, with all the powers and privileges and
immunities to which other parishes are entitled by the
constitution and laws of this Commonwealth for reli-
gious purposes only. ,

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That any person in
either of the said towns of Westhorough, South-
borough and Northborough, or Hopkinton, being of

the Baptis{ denomination aforesaid, who may at any me.usorseess

time hereafter actually become a Member of, and unite sion.

in religious worship with the Society aforesaid, and

give in his or her name to the Clerk of the town or

parish to which he or she belongs, with a certificate
40
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mgned by the Minister or Glelk of said Societ; i
he or she has actually become a Member of, and umted
in religious worship with the aforesaid. Baptlst
ciety in Westhorough, fourteen days ‘previou
town or parish meetings therein, to be held in the
month of Mareh or April annually, shall from and
after giving such certificate, with his or her polls and

Froviso. estate, be considered as part of said Society : Promde(l‘
however, that such person shall be holden to pay the -
proportion of all money assessed in the town or parish,
to which he or she belonged previous to that time.

Sec. 8. Be it further enacled, That if any ~~Mem-
ber of said Baptist Society shall at any ti :
to leave the same, and unite i in religious worsh th
the parish in whieh he orshe ma.y reside, and shall odg,e
a certificate of such his or her intention, with the Clerk

Farther seces. OF Minister of said Baptist Soclety, and also with the

sion, Clerk of the town or parish in which he or she ‘may
reside, fourteen days at least before the annual town or
parish meefing to be holden therein, in the month of
March or Aprll and shall pay his or her propoftlon of
all money assessed on said Socxety ‘previous thereto,
such person shall, from and after giving such certificate,
with his or her polls and estate, be considered as be-
longing to the town or parish in which or she may re-
side, in the same manner; as if’ he or she had nevel be.
longed to said Baptist Society. '+ L

Sm 4. Be it further enacted,- That Nathan Flsher

Esq. be, and he is hereby 'LﬂthOllZed to issue a warr ant,
Warant  for directed to some suitable Member of said Baptist So-
meCE ciety, requiring him to notify and warn the Members
thereof to meet at such time and place as shall be ap.
pointed in said warrant, to choose such officers as pa.
rishes in this Commonwealth are by law authomzed to
@hoose, in the month of March or April annually.

3 Apprm ed by the Govmnm, December 6, 1816 ]

{
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CHAP. LXXL

An Act'in further addition to an act, entitled ¢ An act
authorizing a Lottery for completing the repairs of
Plymouth Beach.”

, BE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives, in General Court ussembled, and
by the authority of the same, That the Managers of
the Plymouth Beach Lottery be, and they are hereby

a5

allowed to prosecute the business of said Lottery, un- contnuance of

til they shall have raised sixteen thousand dollars, oty

with the necessary expenses attending the same, agree-
able to the several acts passed on this subject ; provided
the Managers aforesaid shall, on or before the twenty

eighth day of February next, give an additional hond Mansgers bond

to the Treasurer of the town of Plymouth,in the sum of
fifteen thousand dollars, conditioned to. pay into ‘the
hands of the Agent or Agents for applying the money
to the object of this grant, the proceeds of the said Lot-
tery, agreeable to the several acts passed on said sub-
ject 5 and when they shall have raised said sum, and
closed the concerns of said Lottery, shall make up and
exhibit to the Selectmen of the town of Plymouth, a
fair aceount of their whole proceedings, which, if ap-
proved and accepted by said Selectmen, the said Man-
agers shall be entitled to the return of their bonds in
two years from the date of said settlement, and so much
of the second and fifth sections of the act, entitled ¢ An
act authorizing a Lottery for completing the repairs of
Plymouth Beach,” as are inconsistent with the provi-
sions of this act, be, and the same are hereby repealed.

[Appmvéd by the Governor, December 9, 41816,

\
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RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY.  Dec. 9, 1816.

CHAP. LXXIL. e

vAn Act to mcm‘pmate the NeW-Englaind Re ‘i(jﬁs
Tract S001ety:~s~ o

Sec. 1. BE ot enacte(l uy the Senate and House
of Representatwes in General Court assembled, and
by the authority of the same, That William Bartlet, of

Pevsons inco- Newburyport, Nehemiah < Cleaveland, of Topsfield,

porated.

By-laws,

William Reed, of Marblehead, J oshua Bates, of Ded-
ham, Henry: Homes, of Boston, and their associates,
be, and they hereby are incorporated and made a body
politic, by the name of The New-England Religious
"I'ract Society, for the purpose of publishing pious and
useful books and tracts for distribution among the ig-
norant and destitute ; and by that name may sue and
be sued, plead and be lmpleaded appe'u inCourt,defend
and prosecute to final judgment ‘and execution ; and,
in their said corporate capacity, they may have and use
a common seal ; and they and their successors forever,
may take, possess and apply to the purposes of said
Corporation, any monies which may be given for im-
mediate use ; and may hold as a permanent fund, ‘any.
estate, whether real or personal, the yearly income of
which shall not exceed fifteen hundred dollars, and the
same shall be faithfully applopuated to- the ob,]ect a-
foresaid, and not otherwise.

Skc. 2. Be it further enacted, AThat sa.ld 001 pOra-
tion may, at the first legal meeting thereof under thig
act, and at any subsequent legal meeting, make and-
establish such rules and by-laws, not repugnant' to the
constitotion or laws of this Commonwealth, as shall
be found expedicnt for the management of their con-
cerns ; and isay appoint such officers, and assign them
such duties as the interest of the Cmpomtlon may
require.

Sec. 8. Be it further enacted, That the first meet-

First meeting. 10g of the said Corporation shali be held at Boston, on

the Monday preceding the last Wednesday in May
next, and that the said William Bartlet shall give no-
tice of the time and place of meeting, by causing a
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suitable advertisement to be inserted in the Columbian
Centinel, at least three weeks successwely before said
day. S ,

[Appwved by ‘the Govemm December 9, 1816,

GHAP. LXXIIL,

An Act in addition to the act 1ucorpomtmg the Maine
Missionary Society.

BE it enacted b y the Smwte and House of
Lepresentatives in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the same, That so much of the act In- Act ingay re-
corporating « the Maine Missionary Society,” passed P4
the third day of March, in the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and nine, which limits the said
act to the telm of twenty years from the passing there-
of, be, and the same is hereby repealed.

f /
[Approved by the Governor, December 9, 1816.]

CHAP. LXXIV.

An Act to incorporate the Trustees of the Ministerial
Fund in the first parish in Cambridge.

Sge. 1. BE it anacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the same, 'That Abiel I—Iolmes, Loam-
mi Baldwin, William Hilliard, Abraham Hilliard, Ti- persons ineor-
mothy L. Jennison, Jonas ‘Wyeth, the 2d, and AbelPOr““ed ’
‘Whitney, all inhabitants of the first pansh in Can-
bridge, be, and they hereby are constituted a body po-
litic and corporate, by the name of The Trustees of
the Ministerial I'und in the first parish in Cambridge ;
and they and their snceessors shall eontinue a body po-
litie and corporate forever, hy that name, for the pur-
poses, with the rights and powers, and subject to the
duties and obligations, hereinafter mentioned ; and
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shall be vested with all other powers, nmldent to Gor- o
‘ porations and requisite and necessary for those -
Maysae andbe s€s 3 and by the same name may sue and be

sucd, all actions, and pursue ‘md defend the same fina
judgment and execution : Provided, that the above
Proviso, named persons shall continue such Trustees as afore-

said, till said parish, at a parlsh meeting levally warn-
ed and holden for the purpose, shall elect seven. per-
sons, belonging to said parish, to be the successors of
the above named persons in said Corporation, and un.
til the persons, so chosen by said paush, shall mccept :
the tlust, and no longer. . ‘

Sge. 2. Be it further enacted, That aid pfmsh, if ‘
they see ca.use, may, annually, in March or Aprily at

Twstees,  any legal meeting thereof, duly warned for the purpose,
choose such number of Tlustees as they shall judge
proper, to be Members of said Corgomtlon, instead of
the same number of the then existing Members, who

~ shall be designated by name in the vote of said parish.

Skc. 8. Be it further enacted; That whenever any
vacancy happens among said lmstees, by death, re.

Vacanciesfilled Signation, removal, or otherwise, the said parish, at

e any parish meeting legally warned for that pm’pose,
shall fill up said vacancy within one month after it shall
happen ; and, if said parish neglects so to do within
that tlme, then said Trustees, by a maJm vote, shall
have power to fill up such vacancy. -

Skc. 4. Be it further enacted, That the Tmstees
before mentioned, and their successors in office, be, and
hereby are inv ested with power to demand, sue for, re-

Funds. cover and receive all propérty, whether 1ea1 ‘personal,
or mixed, which now does, or which shall hereafter
constltute said fund, or any part thereof, and all secu-
rities for, and eV1dences of such pr opelty, and to hold
the same for the purposes mentioned in this act ; and -
to receive snd hold, for the purposes herein mentioned,
all subscriptions, donatmns, grants, bequests, devxses
and appropriations, that may hereafter be made, for
the support of the Congregational Ministry in said pa-
rish'; provided, these, when added to the above men-
tioned fund, shall not exceed the a.nnual income af two ;
thousand dollars ‘

Skc. 6. Be it further enacted, That said Tmstees
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may assemble and meet as often as they think neces.

sary for the promotion of their trust, any four of whom

shall constitute a Board for doing business, but the con- Internal regula-
currence of four.at least, shall be requisite to every act""™
and proceeding whatever ; they may determine the
manner of calling their meetings ; they shall appoint a
Treasurer and Clerk ; an Agent or Agents, and other
needful Officers and Committees ; they may make rules,
regulations and by-laws, and. annex to them penalties
for tlie breach thereof, not repugnant to the laws of
this Commonwealth ; they may have a common seal,
and change the same at pleasure ; and they may alien--
ate, by good and sufficient deed, or deeds, any ‘real
estate, the title whereof shall be vested in them, by
way of mortgage, execution, or by operation of law.

. BEec. 6. Be it further enacted, That the Clerk of
said Corporation, who shall be a Member thereof, and
shall be sworn in the same manner as town officers are,
to the faithful performance of the .duties of his office 5 Dusics of clesk.
shall have the care and custody of all papersand-doecu-.
ments belonging to said Trustees, excepting those, the
care and custody of which are hereinafter given. fo the
Treasurer ; and shall carefully and fairly record all’
their votes and -proceedings in a book to be kept for
that purpose, and shall certify the same when there.
unto required ; and he shall call meetings when he
may think {he same necessary, or when thereto direc-
ted by said T'rustees ; and do whatever else may be
incident to his office; and he shall deliver up to his
successor in office, as socn as may be, all the papers,
records and documents in his hands, in good order and
condition ; and if he shall neglect so to do, for thirty
days next after such successor shall be duly appointed,
he shall forfeit and pay a fine of fifty dollars, and
the further sum of thirty dollars per month for such
neglect afterwards. ;

- SEc. 7. Be it further enacted, That the Treasurer
shall give bond to said Trustees and their SUCCESSOTS, Duties of treq.
with sufficient sureties, to be approved by them, in such swrer.
penal sum as they shall require, amounting, at least, to

twice the value of the fund, which they shall then hold

and have the management of, for the purpose aforesaid,

with condition te do and perform all the duties incum.

Penalty.
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FPenalty,

" mame, unless prohlblted by them‘ ‘and he ghal

the care and custody of the money and effects, obliga-
tions and securities for the payment of money, or other
things, and evidences of property belonging to said’
Trustees, and: be accountable to.them therefor; and
shall dispose of the same as they shall order and. di-
rect; and shall render an:aceount of his doings, and
exhlblt a fair and regular statement of the property and:
evidences of property in his hands, whenever they shall.
require the same to be done :-and he shall deliver up:
to his successor in office, as:soon as may be, all the
books and papers, property and evidences of property,
in his hands, in good order and. condition; and if he
shall fail to deliver up the same as afmestud, for the
space of ten days next afier such Treasurer shall be
duly chosen, hie shall forfeit and pay a fine of fifty dol-
lars, and the further sum of thirty dol]als per nth;
for:such failure or neglect afterwards.
Skc. 8, ‘Be it further enacted, That 11; shall be: ﬁlee
dutles of the said Trustees to use, manage and i 1mprove’

Disposition  of such fund, or estate; as shall be vested in them,yby vir-

funds

Regords.

tue of thls act, with care and vigilance, so: as’ ‘best to
answer and pr omote the design thereof ; and they shall
be amenable to the 1nhab1tzmts of « smd parish “for -
negligence, or misconduct in the management or dlspo-
sition thereof, whereby the same may:be impaired, or
suffer loss, waste, or diminution ; and the inhabitants,
of said parish may have and maintain a Epeclal action
of the case against the proper persons of said Trustees;
and their goods and estate, joinily and severally, for
such negligence or misconduct, and recover adequate
damages therefor ; any sum se recovered shall be for
the benefit of said fund, and shall be paid to said
"Frustees, who m‘ty have an actlon of debt therefm
accordingly. - 7

Skc. 9. Be 2t JSurther enacted That said Trustees*
shall cause to be recorded and kept in their book of re-
cords, by their Clerk, a correct statement of the funds
and estate in their hands, wherein shall be particular-
ly designated, so far as practicable, the nature and

5
&
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amount of each original grant, devise, donation or pur-
chase, the period when made, the design thereof, and
the name of the grantor, devisor, dono or vender,
with his or her name, place of abode and addition, with
such other facts and circumstances, as they shall think
useful and proper, to distinguish the same and perpet-
uate the remembrance thereof 5 and they shall make a

824

report of such statement to the inhabitants of said parish, At report.

at their meeting in the month of March or April annu.
ally, where the same shall be publicly read, or to a
select Committee, if said parish shall choose one for
that purpose ; together with a specifie estimate of what
estate they actually *hold and by what tenure ; what
money and effects are due to them, and how the same
are secured ; and what receipts have been obtained,
and what dlsbmsements made by them, the precedmo'
year.

Sec.40. Be it further enacted, That said Trustees
sball loan wpen interest, at least, one half of all the
money belonging to said fund, upen the bond, or note
of the borrower, with a mortgage of real estate of double
the value of the sum loaned, as collateral secarity for
the repayment of the principal sum, with the interest
annually, till paid, and the other half thereof they may
loan as aforesaid, or vest in any of the public stocks,
funds or banks of this Commonwealth; and said Trus-

tees may appropriate the income of said fund, according Appropriation

to the intention of the donor, or donors, within the pro- of income.

visions of this aet; so far as the manner of appropri-
ation, has been or shall be prescribed by such donor
or donors 3 but as to those parts of said fund, in rela-
tion to which the donor or donors have not, or shall
not prescribe the manner of appropriation, said Trus-
tees shall apply at least one third of the income
thereof to augment said fund until the annual in-
come of said fund shall amount to one thousand
dollars, and then said Trustees may appropriale the
whole interest of said fund, or any part thereof, so long
as the annual income shall continue to be one thousand
dollars, for the support of the Congregational Ministry
in said first parish, as said parish shall from time
to time direct; but in no case to lessen, or make use
of, any part of the principal; and should said Trustees
be possessed of a fund, the annual income whereof
94
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shall be wore than sufficient to pay the sa.lmy or sala-

ries of such Congregational Minister ov Ministers, as
shall be regularly ordained and settled in said parish
by the joint coneurrence of the inhabitants and chureh
thereof, the surplus may be applied for the support of
schools for teaching the principles of piety, morality

and religion, a and for teaching sacred musie, or either .

of them, as said parish shall {from time to time direct,
or may be appropriated to increase said fund, WIthm
the limitation aforesaid : Provided, that nothing herein
contained shall be censtrued to alter, impail, vacate, or
in any way effect the contract now existing between

said parish and their present Minister; but the proceeds

of said fund, whenever the same shall be paid to him,
shall be deemed to be in satisfaction of his salary, for
the time being, so far as the same will apply to th@
discharge ther oof.

Sec. 11. Be it further enacted, 'That if gaid Trus.
tees shall fail to pay the annual income of said fund to
the Congregational Minister, at any time legally settled
in said parish, or so mach thereof as such Minister shall
be entitled to, for the space of thirty days after the
same shall become payable, or they shall neglect to

make report to said parish in March or April, annually,
or to a select Committee, 28 in this act directed, they
shall severally forfeit, for each offence, the sum of
fifty dollars, and the furthm sum of thirty dollars per
month afterwards, until they shall make payment ag

- aforesaid, and until they shall prepare such report ag

\Lgm pemahon
i T ystees,’

aforesaid, and give notice thereof to the Clerk of said
parish : ‘Saving always, that said T'rustees shall not be
liable to the forfeiture afovesaid, for failing to make
such payment as aforesaid, of said income, or so much
thereof, as such Minister shall be entitled ta, if they
use duae diligence to get possession of said income, and
make payment thereof as aforesaid, on demand, after
they shall have the possession thereof.

Brc. 42, Be it further enacted, That said Trustees,
shall be entitled to a 1emsonable compensation, to be
paid by said parish, for their services and risk in man-
aging and taking care of said fund and estate 3 but no
part of such funds or estate, or the income thereof shall

ever be appropriated to that purpose.

Bro. 48, Be it further enccted, That all fines and
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D

forfeitures incurred for any breach of this aet, shall
and may be recovered by action of debt by the inhabi-
tants of said parish, if they shall sue for the same within Pavis: mar ses,
six months after the same shall be incurred, for the
use and benefit of said fund, and to he paid to said
Trustees accordingly-—otherwise by any person who
shall sue therefor, ong moiety thereot to his own use,
and the other moiety thereof to the use and benefit of
said fund, and shall be paid to said Trastees accord-
ingly ; and they may have and maintain an action of
debt, to recover the same.
Sec, 44, Be it further enacted, That the above-nam. Fis macting.
ed Loammi Baldwin, William Hilliard, and Ahrabam
Hilliard, or any two of them, are hereby authorized
and directed to appoint the time and place for holding
the first meeting of said Trustees, and to warn such
meeting accordingly. ,
[Approved by the Governor, December 9, 4816.7

CHAP, LXXV.

An Act to incorporate the Trustees of the Salem-street
- Academy. :

. Sec. 1. FPE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by

the authority of the same, "F'hat the Rev. Asa Eaton, Persons fncor-
Shubael Bell, Thomas Clark, John Rice, Benjamin®""
Smith, James W. Burditt, Nathaniel Faxon, John G.

din, Scammel Penniman and Benjamin Clarik, be, and

they hereby are created a bedy politic and corporate,

by the name of ¢« The Truslees of the Salem-street
Academy,”” and that they and their successors shall be

and remain a body politic and corporate, under that
name forever. ‘

Sec. 2. Beil further enacted, That the said Cor. ‘
poration shall have full power and authority to deter.Cl'es of Of-
mine at what times and places their meetings shall be
holden, and on the manner of notifying the Trustees
to meet at such meetings 3 and also from time to time, to
elect a President, T'reasarer, Secretary, and such oth-
er officers of said Corporation as they shall judge ex-
pedient : Alse {o make orders, and enact, as occasion
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may require, a constitution, and such rules and regu-
lations and by-laws, as they may think proper, not re-
pugnant to the constitution and laws of this Common-
wealth, with reasonable penalties for the good govern-
ment of an Academy, elected in Sa]em stleet fx the
town of Boston. A
Sec. 8. Be it further enacwd That the Presnden‘h
and Trustees shall have full power and authority, from
time to time, as they may determine, to elect a Plecepa' ,
tor, and such assistants, as they may judge proper, to
manage the literary concerns of said Academy, to fix
the salaries of each, and also to remove the Preceptor
and assistants, when, in their judgment, they shall
deem him or them incapable of dlschargmg, the duties

~of their offices, or shall neglect to perform’the same.—

Proviso.

And also to supply any vacancies that may happen by
death, resignation or otherwise, in their Board ; provid-
ed nevertheless, that the number of Trustees, including
the President, shall never be ‘more than ﬁve, nor 1ess

“than three.

Src. 4. Be it further enacted,, That the said Cor-
poration may have a common seal, which they may
break, alter or renew at pleasure ; and that all deeds
and conveyances, signed and delivered by the Trea-
surer, and sealed with their seal, by order of the Pre-
sident and Trustees, shall, When made in their corpo-
rate name, be considered as binding on the Conporan

Maysucandbe tion.  And that the said Corporation may sue and be

sued,

First Meeting.

sued, appear in Court, plead and be impleaded, in all
actions, real, personal or mixed ; and may prosecute
the same to final judgment and execution, by the name
of the Trustees of the Salem street Academy ; and that
the said Corporation shall have power to hold, and take,
by gift, grant, devise or otherwise, any lands, tenements
or other estates, real or personal ; provided the annual
clear income of the same does not exceed three thou-
sand dollars. . ; 4

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That James W. Bur-
ditt be, and he hereby is authorized and empowered
to call the first meeting of the 001p0rat10n, by leaving
a written notification at the house of each 'lluﬂtee, at
least three days previous to the meeting. !

[ Approved by the Governor, December 9, 1816. ]
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CHAP. LXXVIL.

An Act to incorporate the plantation, called Washing-
ton, into a town, by the name of Brooks.

 Sec. 1. DE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the same, 'That the plantation, hereto-
fore called Washington, lying in the county of Han-
cock, as described within the following boundaries,
with the inhabitants thereon, be, and hereby are incor-
porated into a town, by the name of Brooks ; begin-
ning at a stake and stones in the northwest corner, sur-
rounded by four beach trees,marked ; thence north eigh-
ty-seven degrees east three miles and one hundred and
forty-nine rods to a beach tree, marked ; thence south
twenty degrees west, three hundred and seventy-five
rods to a hemlock tree, marked ; thence south seventy
degrees east, three miles and two hundred and twenty
rods to a spruce tree, marked ; thence south fifty-five
degrees west four miles and two hundred and thirty
nine rods to a birch, marked ; thence south sixty-eight
degrees west two miles and one hundred and forty

nine rods to a rock maple tree, marked ; thence north

three degrees west six miles and six rods to the place
of beginning. And the inhabitants of the said town of
Brooks are hereby vested with all the powers and pri-
vileges, and shall also be subject to all the duties and
requisitions of other corporate towns, according to the
constitution and laws of this Commonwealth.

Sec. . Be it further enacted, 'That Phineas Ash-
mun, Esq. be, and he is hereby authorized to issue his
warrant, directed to some suitable person, an inhabi-
tant of the said town of Brooks, requiring him to notify
and warn the inhabitants thereof, to assemble at such
convenient time and place in said town, as shall be ex-
pressed in said warrant, for the choice of such town

officers, as towns are by law required to choose at their .

meetings, in the months of March or April annually.
[ Approved by the Governor, December 10, 1846.7
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KINGSTON ACADEMY. — Dec. 41, 1816,

\CHAP LXXVII

An Act to establish an Academy in the town of ng,st(m,

SEC 1. BE it enacted by the Senate cmd House oj
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the authomty of the same, That there be and hereby is
established in the town of Kingston,in the wunty of
Plymouth, an Academy, by the name of The Klngston
Academy, for the purpose of plomotmg piety and vir-
tue, and for the education of youth in the languages,
and such of the liberal arts and sciences, as the Tms-
tees hereafter named shall order and direct.

_ BEc. 2. Be it further enacted, That Martm Pcuris,
Esq. Rev. Morrill Allen, and Dr, Ziacheus Bartlett,

be, and they hereby are nominated and appointed Trus-
tees of said Academy, and are incorporated into a body
politic, by the name of the Trustees of Kingston Acad.
emy ; and they and their successors shall: be and con-
tinue a body politic and corporate, by the same name,
forever; and :shall have a common seal, which they

Maysueand vemay break, alter and renew at pleasure; and may sue

and be sued in all actions, real, personal and mixed,
and prosecute and defend the same to final Judoment
and execution, by the name of the Trustees of ngst{m
Academy s and shall have power and authority to elect
such officers as they shall judge necessary, and make
and ordain such laws, rules and orders, not repugnant
to the laws of this Commonwealth; for the government
of said Academy, as to them shall seem fit and requisite.

Src. 3. Be it further enacted, That the number of

Namber and the T'rustees aforesaid shall not at any one time be more

power of Trus-
iees.

than seven, nor less than five, three of whom shall be
necessary to make a quorum for transacting business
and the Trostees aforesaid shall have power to fill all
vacancies, and, within three months from the date of
this act, shall fin up the first Board of Trustees ; and
may, w hen said Board shall consist of atleast five Trus.
tees, hold, by grant, gift or devise, any estate, real or
personal, whlch hath been heretofore given,. granted,

devised, or subscribed, or which may hereafter be giv-
en, gmnted devised, or subscribed, for the purposes




DENNIS DIVIDED. " BPec. 14, 1846,

aforesaid 5 provided, the annual income of said estate
shall not exceed three thousand dollars ; and all deeds
and instruments, lawfully made by said Trustees, and
sealed with their seal, shall bind said Trustees and
their successors in oﬂice. ,
SEc. 4. Be it further enacted, That Mariin Parris,

32y

Provisa,

HEisq. be, and he is hereby authorized and empowered First Meeting.

to appoint the time and place for holding the first meet-
ing of said Trustees, and notify them thereof.

[Approved by the Governor, December 11, 1846.7’

CHAP. LXXVIIL

An Act to divide the town of Dennis into two Parishes.

Sec. 1. IVE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the same, That the town of Denms, in
the county of Barnstable, shall be, and hereby is di-
vided into two separate Parishes, to be known as the
North Parish, and the South Parish, by the follewing
described lines, viz : Beginning at the division line
between the towns of Yarmouth and Dennis, in the

road to Chatham, near the Weldens’; thence easterly in-

said road opposite the house of Seth Bangs; thence
easterly on such a course as to strike the easterly line
of the said town of Dennis at a point therein, which is
the northwest corner of the town of H'uvvlch and the
gsonthwest corner of the town of Brewster, near the
White Pond, so called. And the said Parishes are
respectively invested with all the corporate powers and
pnulcges, and shall also be subject to all the duties
and requirements of other parishes or religious societies,
according to the constitution and laws of this Common.
wealth,

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That the public
ministerial property in the said town of Dennis, shall

Boundavi¢s.

be divided in such proportion as may be found and de- Divisionof pre.

termined by the ministerial tax which was assessed for
the present year, at the last assessment, made in the
year of cur Lord. one thousand eight hondred and fif-

perty.
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teen. And each parishioner shall be taxed for his min-

isterial tax, on his whole property, in that Parish only

in which he may dwell or reside. .

Sec. 3. Beit further enacted, That any Justice of

the Peace for the county of Barnstable, is hereby em-

Mecting for the powered to issue a warrant directed to a freehold inha-
choiee of ofit hitant in each of said Parishes, respeetively, requiring
him to notify and warn the inhabitants in his own Pa.

rish, to meet at such convenient time and place as shall

be appointed in said warrant, to elect and appoint such

officers as parishes are by law empowered and required

to choose and appoint, at their annual parish meetings.

[ Approved by the Gavernor, December “5 1316] !

" CHAP. LXXIX.

An Act to incorporate the First Congregational Socie-
ty in Machias. ‘

Sec. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the same, 'That Stephen Jones, Peter

Percons ineor-T'albot, John Cooper, John Dickinson, Rosewell
prted Hiteheock, Silas Turner, Walter Robbins, Isracl Ho-
vey, James Foster, Peter Talbot, jun. Samuel Else-

more, Edward Wiswall, Abijah Foster, George H. A-

very, Luther Carey, Aaron L. Raymond, Moses Fos-

ter, William Pope, George Sevey, jun. Mariner Lib-

bey, Ebenezer Libbey, David Libbey, Jacob Penni-

man, William A. Croeker, Moses Hanscom, Francis

Libbey, John Crocker, Daniel Longfellow, John Stu-

art, John S. Kelley, John Conners, James Conners,

Jonathan Longfellow, jun. William Flyn, James Eli-

ot, William Silley, David 8. Kelley, Abraham Butter-
field, Ebenezer Albee, Kbenezer Inglee, George S.

Smith, William Ellis Smith, William Sanborn, Wil-

liam Chase, Oake A. Ruggles, Klisha D. Chalouer,

" Elias Waterhouse, William Emerson, Henry 8. Chase,

Jabez W. Foster, Aaron M. Foster, Cyrus W. Foster,

Euoch Hill, George Sevey, Enoch Waterhouse, jun.

Micah J. Talbot, William Golding, Charles Emerson,
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David Sevey, Pearl Howe, David Libbey, Edward
Sevey, Marshall Thaxter, Jacob Longfellow, Samuel
Smith, Newell Witherbe, Harrison Thacher, Nathan
Longfellow, Josiah Hill, William Chaloner, Stephen
S. Bowles, John Holway, Obadiah Hill, David Pineo,
Nathaniel Ellis, John Palmer, Isaac Hanscom, John
Smith, Ephraim Whitney, jun. Marshall Getehell, E-
noch Longfellow, John Day, John O. Talbot, Levi
Bowker, James W. Crocker, John Getchell, Joseph
Goodhue, Daniel Averill, Amos Boynton, Stephen
Bmith, Caleb Carey, WilliamGardiner, Jonathan Long-
fellow, John Sevey, jun. Josiah Harris, Samuel Aver-
ill, Enoch Waterhouse, Consider Drew, Hency Lyon,
and Alexander Drew, with their families and estates,
together with such others as may hereafter associate
with them and their successors, be, and they are hereby
incorporated into a Society, by the name of The First
Congregational Society in Machias, with all the pow-
ers, privileges, rights and immunities to which other
parishes are entitled by the constitution and laws of
this Commonwealth.

Sec. . Be it further enacted, 'That any person in
said town of Machias, who may be desirous of becom-
ing a Member of the said First Congregational Soeie-
ty, and shall declare such intentien in writing, given
to the Clerk of the said Society, fifteen days pre-
vious to the annual parish meeting, and shall receive
a certificate thereof, signed by the said Clerk, that he
or she has actually become a Member of, and united in
veligious worship with, the said Kirst Congregational
Society, such person shall be considered, with his or
her polls and estate, as a Member of said Society.

Sec. 3. Beit further enacted, That when any Mem.-
her of said First Congregational Society shall desire to
leave the same and unite in religious worship with any
other religious Society in said town, and shall give ne-
tice of such intention in writing to the Clerk of said
Society, and shall alse give in his or her name to the
Ulerk of such other Society fifteen days previous to the
annual meeting of said Society, such person shall have
from the Clerk of said Society a certificate thereof, and
be considered as released from the Society from the
date of said certificate : Provided fhowever, that every

Conditions of
Member:hip.

Secession,

Proviso,
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Fitst Meeting.

"TOWN OF CORINNA. Dee. 14, 1816.
such person shall always e held to pay his or her
proportion of all parish charges in the said Society as-
sessed and not paid previous to leaving the same.

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That either of the
Justices of the Peace for the county of Washington,
upon application therefor, is authorized to issue his
warrant, directed to some Member of the said Society,
requiring him to notify and warn the Members thereof
to meet at such time and place as shall be appointed
in said warrant, to choose such officers as parishes are
by law empowered and required to choose, at their an-
nual meeting in March or April. .

[ Approved by the Governor, December 11; 18’16.]

CHAP. LXXX.

 An Aci incorporating the town of Corinna in the

Boundaries.

county of Somerset,

Suc. 4. KB it enacted by the Senate and House
of Repweseniatives in General Court assembled, and
by the authority of the same, That the township num-
bered four, in the fourth range of townships, north of
the Waldo palent, in the county of Somerset, as con-
tained within the following described boundaries, be,
and hereby is incorporated as a town, by the name of
Corinna ; viz. east by the town of Exeter, north by
the town of Dexter, south by the town of Newport,
and west by the town of Si. Albans; and the inhab-
itants of the said town of Corinna are hereby vested
with all the powers and privileges, and shall also be
subject to all the daties and requisitions of other
towns, according to the constitution and laws of this

- Commonwealth.

Meeting for
choiee of offi-
cers,

Sec. 8. Be it further enacted, That any Justice of
the Peace for the county of Somerset, upon application
therefor, is hereby empowered to issue a warrant di-
rected to a freehold inhabitant of the said town of

~ Corinna, requiring him to netify and warn the qua-

Tified voters therein to meet at such convenient time
anfl place in the same town as shall be appointed in
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the said warrant, for the choice of such officers, as
towns are by law empowered and required to choose
and appoint at their annual town meetings in March
or April.

[ Approved by the Governor, December 11, 1816.j

CHAP. LXXXL

An Act ineorporating the town of Ripley in the
county of Somerset,

Sec. 1. IDE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the same, That the township numbered
five in the fifth range of townships north of the Waldo
patent, in the county of Somerset, as contained within
the following described boundaries, be, and hereby is
incorporated as a town, by the name of Ripley, viz.
north by the township numbered five, in the sixth
range of townships; east by the town of Dexter;
scuth by the tewn of St. Albans, west partly by the
town of Harmony, and partly by the township num-
bered three in the second range. And the inhabitants
of the said town of Ripley are hereby vested with all
the powers and privileges, and shall also be subject to
all the duties and requisitions of other towns aceord-
ing to the constitution and laws of this Commonwealth.

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That any Justice of
the Peace for the county of Somerset is hereby em-
powered, upon application therefor, to issue a warrant,
directed to a freehold inhabitant of the said town of
Ripley, requiring him to notify and warn the qualified
voters therein to meet at such convenient time and
place in the same town as shall be appointed in the
said warrant, for the choice of such officers, as towns
are by law empowered and required to choose and ap-
point, at their annual town meetings in Mareh or
April. ‘

[Approved by the Gevernor, December 11, 1846.]
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MIN, FUND IN TOPSHAM. Dec. 11, 1846.

CHAP. LXXXIL

An Act to establish a Ministerial Fund in the First Pa.
: rish in Topsham. e

See. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the sume, 'That Acter Patten, the se-
cond, Benjamin Orr, George Rogers, Humphry Pur-
ington, Thomas Gelston Sanford, George ¥. Patten,
and Thomas Wilson be, and they are hereby appoint-
ed Irustees, and are incorporated into a body politic,
by the name of The Trustees of the Ministerial Fund
of the first parish in Topsham ; and they and their sue-
cessors shall be and continue a body politic and cor-
porate forever ; they shall have a common seal, subject
to alteration ; they may sue and be sued in all actions
real, personal and mixed, and prosecute and.defend
the same to final judgment and execution by the name
aforesaid : The number of said Trustees shall not, at
any one time, be more than seven, nor less than four,
any four of whom shall be a quorum for transacting bu-
giness : They may elect a President and a Clerk, who
shall be sworn faithfully fo perform the duties of his
said office, and a T'reasurer, who shall give bond to the
said Trustees, in such penalty and with such sureties
as they shail direct and approve of, conditioned for the
faithful performance of the duties of said office, aceord.-
ing to the true intent and meaning of this act ; and the
sald Trustees shall supply all vacancies in their num-
ber from the Members of said parish 5 and they shall
have power to remove any of their number, who muy
become unfit and incapble from age, infirmity, miscon-
duct, or any other cause of discharging their duty ;
and they shall annually hold a meeting in March or
April, and as much oftener as may be necessary for
the eclection of officers and transacting other business
of said Corporation ; which meetings, afier the first,
shall be called and notified in such manner as the "T'rus-
tees shall direct.

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said Trus-
iees he, and they are hereby empowered to sell and con-
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vey in fee, or lease for a term of years, not exceeding
ten years, all the land, and any part thereof, belong-
ing to the said parish, which has been, or may hereaf-
ter be granted and appropriated to the support of the
Gospel Ministry therein ; and all deeds signed and
delivered by the Treasurer of said Trustees, and seal-

333

ed with their seal, by their order, shall, when made in

their corporate capacity, be valid and sufficient in law,
to pass and convey to the purchasers, the fee or term
of years in the land aforesaid ; and the monies arising
from the sale, or lease of said land shall be put on inter-
est, and shall form a fund, the annual income of which
shall be appropriated to the support of the Ministry in
said parish ;5 and shall be under the care and manage-
ment of said Trustees, in the manner provided and
directed in this act. And all gifts, grants, devises or
legacies which have been, or hereafter may be made to
and for the same use and purpose, shall be added to
the said fund, and shall be under the same care and
management of the Trustees aforesaid ; and when said
T'rustees shall loan said monies, or any part thereof, the
same shall be secured by mortgage on real estate of
double the value of the money loaned, or secured
by twe or more sufficient sureties, with the prineipal,
unless the said Trustees shall think it best to invest
the said proceeds and fund in public securities or bank
stoek, which they, in their discretion, shall have power
todo : And it shall never be in the power of the said
T'rustees, or the said parish, to alienate or alter the
appropriation of the said Ministerial fund; and the
said Trustees shall annually apply the whole interests,
rents and profits only of said fund to the support of the
Ministry in said parish, in such manner as the parish,
at a legal meeting shall direct ; and they shall, every
year, at the annual meeting of said parish in March or
April, exhibit to the parish their accounts with- the
Treasurer, expressing the receipts and payments, with
the state of the fund ; and the Treasurer shall exhibit
his account with the said 'T'rustees, to the parish at the
same meeting, and the parish may, at their discretion,
appoint auditors, not exceeding three, to examine said
accountsand vouchers, and repert fo the parish the state
of said funds.

Disposition of
Funds.

Limitation of
Power,

Auditers,
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Skc. 3. Be it further enacted, 'That the Trustees, or
their officers, for any services they perform; shall be en-
titled to no compensation out of any money arising from

Pay of officers. the aforesaid fund, but a reasonable compensation may
be made to them by the said parish ; and the said Trus.
tees and their successors, and each of them, whether
they be officers or not, shall be responsible to the said
parish for their personal neglect and misconduet, and
shall be liable to prosecution for any loss or damage
resulting thereby to the funds aforesaid ; and the debt
or damage recovered in such suit shall be added to said
fund. , ‘

Skc. 4. Be i further enacted, That any Justice of
the Peace for the county of Lincoln, upon application
made by any two of said Trustees, in writing, under
their hands, is hereby empowered to issue his warrant,

~directed to one of the T'rustees, so applying, requiring

Call of meet- him to notify and call a meeting of the said "T'rustees,

e to be held at such conyenient time and place, as may
be appointed in said warrant, to organize said Corpo-
ration, by, the appointment of its officers, and for the
transacting of any other proper business of the Cor-
poration. :

[ Approved by the Governor, December 11, 1816.]

CHAP. LXXXIIT,

An Act to incorporate the First Baptist Society in Co.
rinth, in the county of Penobscot.

Sec. 1. EE it enacted by the Senate and House
of Representatives in General Court assembled, and
by the authority of the same, That Joshua Herrick, Isaac
Hodsdon, John Goodhue, George Simpson, Joseph

pessonsincor. Carr, William Stevens, Peletiah Simpson, Robert
porated. Simpson, Abner Tibbets, William Peabody, Benja-
min Dyer, William Seaward, James Stevens, Oliver
Stevens, Reuben Ball, Joseph Stevens, Timothy
Simpson, John Hunting, Joseph Sylvester, together
with their polls and estates, be, and they hereby are
ircorporated, by the name of The First Baptist Society




SOCIETY IN CORINTH. Dec. 14, 1816,

in Corinth, with all the privileges, powers, and immu-
nifies, which paushes in this Gommonwealth, by law
enjoy.

Sec. 2. Be it further enitcted, That any person in
the county of Penobscot, who may at any time hereaf-
ter, actually become a Member of, and unite in religious
wor ship with the said Baptist S@clety, and give in his
or her name to the Clerk of the parish, to which he or
she did heretofore belong, with a certificate, signed by
the Minister or Clerk of the said Baptist Society, that
he or she had actually become a Member of, and united
in religious worship with the said Baptist Society in
Corinth, fourteen days previous to the Parish Meeting,
therein to be holden in the month of March or April
annually, shall, from and after giving such certificate,
with his or he1 polls and estate, be considered as a
Member of said Society : Provided however, that such
person shall be holden to pay his or her proportion of
all monies assessed or voted in the parish, to which he
or she belonged previous to that time.

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That when any mem-
ber of said Society shall see cause to leave the same,
and unite with any other religious Society, and shall
give in his or her name to the Clerk of the said Baptist
Society, signed by the Minister or Clerk of the parish,
or other religious Society with which he or she may
unite, that he or she hath actually become a Member
of, and united in religious worship with such other pa-
rish or religious Society, fourteen days previous to
their annual meeting in March or April, and shall pay
his or her proportion of all monies voted in said Baptist
Seciety to be raised previous thereto, shall, from and
after giving such certificate, with his or her polls and
estate, be considered as a Member of the Society, te
which he or she may so unite,

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That Mark Trafton,
Esq. be, and he is hereby authorized to issne his war-
rant, directed to some suitable Member of said Bap-
tist Society, requiring him to notify and warn the Mem.
bers of said Society, qualified to vote in parish affairs,
to assemble, at some suitable time and place, in said
town of Corinth, to choose such parish officers as are
by law required to be chosen in the months of March

835
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or April annually, and to transact all other matters and
things necessary to be done in said Society.

[Approved by the Governor, December 41, 1816.]

CHAP. LXXXIV.

‘An Act coneerning Dower.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the sume, That in all cases where any
person has died or shall die, seized of any estate, leav.
ing a widow, who 1s lawfully entitled to dower therein,
such widow shall be, and hereby is entitled to have,
and receive one undivided net third part of the rents,

Dower. incomes and profits of such estate, until the heir or
heirs of such deceased person shall assign and set out
to such widow her dower, according to law, or until
the same shall be actually assigned, and set out to her,
under a judgment of Court, or an order of a Court of
Probate. '

| [Approved by the Governor, December 41, 1846.]

CHAP. LXXXV.

An Act to incorporate an Association, for the support
of a Parsonage in the town of Oxford. '

Sec. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the same, That Nathan Hall, Elias
Pratt, John Meriam, Stephen Prince, Sylvanus Town,

Pemons incor- Charles Town, Peter Butler, Ebenezer Meriam, Abi-
ported 1ah Davis, Archibald Campbell, James Gleason, Sam-
uel Coburn, Joseph Brown, jun. Martha Kingsbury,
and David Nichols, be, and hereby are incorporated
into a body politic, by the name of 'The Oxford Minis-
terial Association ; and they and their successors shall
be, and continue a bedy politic and corporate by that
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name forever ; and they may have a common seal, sub-
ject to be a,]tel ed at their pleasure ; and they may sue
and be sued in all actions, real, personal and mixed ;
and may prosecute and defend the same to ﬁnal Jl]d"'
ment and execution.

SEc. 2. Be it further enacted, That said Assocla-
tion be, and hereby are authorlzed to raise, by sub-
scription, the sum of four thousand dollars,.to be ap-
propriated to the purpose of purchasingland, whereon

to erect a Parsonage House, for the use of the Congre.

gational Minister in the town of Oxford, and for build-
ing said House and other necessary out-houses, under
the direction of Trustees, to be chosen as is hereinafter
provided ; and the said land and buildings shall for-
ever continue the property of the Association for the
use aforesaid, and no other.

Sec. 8. Be it further enacted, 'That said property
shall be divided into twelve equal shares, to be distri-
buted among the Members of said Association, propor-
tionally as they shall subseribe for the same ; and said

337

Parsonage.

shares shall, at all times, be transferable, and may be suorestraasfor-

conveyed, by deed or otherwise ; and the owners of **

said shaves, or parts thereof, shall be Members of said
Association 3 and no person shall continue a Member
when he or she shall cease to have an interest in the
shares aforesaid.

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That there shall be

a meeting of said Association on the first Monday of Anoual Meet.

March annually, at which time there shall be chosen
three or more T'rustees, a Clerk, Treasurer, and such
other officers as may be necessary to manage the con-
cerns of the Assoclation; and said Tr ustees shall have
the care and supermtendance of the property aforesaid,
and shall see that the same is exclusively appmpuated
for the purposes before-mentioned ; and shall render an
account of their doings annually, and as much oftener
as they may be required ; and said Trustees shall give
bond to the Treasurer for the time being, in such sum
as the Association shall direct, conditioned faithfully
to discharge their trust.

SEc. 5. Be it further enacted, That whenever a va-
cancy may occur in any office, by death, resignation or
removal from town, a meeting of the Association shall

13

ing for choice of
Offiecrs.
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be convened, ag soon as may be, by the 01e1k or Trea-

surer, by posting up a notification at the meeling house,
or some publie house or houses in Oxfnrd at least se-
ven days before the time of said meeting ; at Whlch meet-
ing or an adjournment thereof, the vacancy may be sup-
plied : And the Members of said Association shall
have power, at any meeting regularly convened, to form

and adopt such rules, regulations and by- laws as may

e thought necessary ; provided the same be not repug.

nant to the constitution or laws of this Commonwealth.

Skc. 6. Beit further enacted, Thatat all meetings of
the Association, each share shall be entitled to a vote 3
and if any share be holden by more than one individ-
ual, those owners thereof who shall be present, or shall
have constituted a proxy, shall, towether, be entltled

io one vote, and no more.
Src. 7. Be it further enacted, That elther of the

Justicomay call Justices of the Peace in the town of Oxford, may is-

meeting.

Diminution of

Btock,

sue his warrant, directed to some Member of said As-
sociation, requiring him to notify and warn the first
meeting thereof, at such time and place,as'said'wars
rant shall designate ; at which meeting, the same be-
ing duly notified and convened, the said Assoclatlon
shall be organized, and proper oﬁicels chosen.

[Approved by the Governor, December 11, 1816_j

CHAP. LXXXVL
An Act authorizing the President, Direbﬁms and Com-

pany of the State Bank to reduce their ecapital
stock, i

See. 1. DB it enacted by the Senate and House of

Representatives in General Court assembled, and by

the authority of the same, That, from and aftel the
first day of March next, the capltal stock of the Pre-
sident, Directors and Company of the State Bank shall
consist of a sum not more than three millions of dol.
lars, nor less than eighteen hundred thousand dollars,
as the same shall be determined at a meeting of the
BStockholders of said Baunk, to be holden as hereinals
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ter provided s the number of shares to be the same ag
at present established by law : Provided hoivever, that
no dividend of the capital stock of said Bank, as now
existing, shall be made, until proof shall have been
made to the satisfaction of the Governor and Couneil,
or of Commissioners by them appointed, at the ex-
pense of the Corporation, that there exists in said
Bank, funds belong ging to said Corporation sufficient
to pay all their bills in circulation, and all deposits
and other demands existing against the same, beyond
the sum then to be divided ; provided also, that noth-
ing herein contained shall be construed to affect the lia-
bility of the Corporation, or the individual Stockhold-
ers, as established by the original act incorporating
said Bank ; and provided alsa, that this act shall not
authorize the reduction of the capital stock aforesaid,
unless before the said first day of March next, the

Stockholders of said Bank, at a legal meeting, to be -

called for the purpose, shall, by a ma]onty of legal
voters then present, agree to the provisions hereof ;
‘und provided also, that the sum, to which the now ex-
isting capital stock of said Bank shall be reduced, as
is herein before provided, shall be and continue the
permanent capital stock of said Bank until the same
shall be altered by law.

Skec 2. Be it further enacted, That the said Presi-
dent, Directors and Company shall be holden to pay
into the Treasury of this Commonwealth, their propor-
- tion of the tax now required to be paid by law upon
the existing capital of said Bank, until the same shall
actually be reduced and the amount of such reduction
divided and ordered to be paid over to the soveml and
respective Stockholders. ~

[Approved by the Governor, December 41, 1816.7]

Provign.
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CHAP. L’AXXVII

An Act to alter the tlmes of holdmg the Cll'cmt: Comt |
of Common Pleas, and Court of Sessmns, Wlthm
and for the county of Belkshn eantanm L

Skc. 1. BE it enacteu’) b Yy the Senate' and Hozwe of
Representatives in General Court ass'emblecl and by
the authority of the sume, That the Circuit 00!]1‘; of
Common Pleas, and Court of bessmns, within and for
the county of Berkshive, shall, from and after the pas-
sing of this act, be holden at Lenox, within and for the

Stated periods, 5aid county, on the fourth Monday of Febmmg June
and October annually, instead of the times now ap.
pointed by law for holding said Courts. '

Skc. 2. Be it further enacted, That all erts, re-
cognizances, warrants, complalnts, and every other pro-
cesss, precept, matter and thing returnable to said
Courts on the first Monday of J: anumy ‘next, and all

Transferof bu- parties and persons that have been or may be requiréd
' or directed to appear and attend at the time and place
last abovementioned, and all actions, mdmtments, suits,
matters and things now pending in said Courts, or either,
of them, in said county, shall be returned to, entered,
appear and attend, have day, be heard, tried and de.
termined, in the sald Courts 1espectlve]y, at the term
thereof, appomted by this act, to be holden on the

fomth Monda) of Februaly next ‘

[Approved by the Grovernm ]}eceﬁnbel 11, 1816 ]

]

CHAP. LXXXVIII

An Act making provision for the payment of tluee ﬁfth
parts of the balance of the debt due from this Com-
monwealth for loans for defence in the late war.

Sec. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the same, That the Treasurer of this
Commonwealth be, and he hereby is directed and em-
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powered to pay on, and at any time after the twentieth
day of February next, three fifth parts of the balance Three 6l in-
of the debt which may remain due from this Common- suents.
wealth on notes issued in conformity to an act passed
the twenty-eighth day of February, in the year of our
Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, entitled
¢ An act relating to loans made to defray expenses in-
eurred by the Commonwealth during the late war, and
for other purposes,” in addition to the interest which
then shall have acerued thereon : Provided a certain Proviso.
resolve, passed on the twentieth'day of November, in ‘
this present year, authorizing the sale of the public
stocks belonging to this Commonwealth, in the Boston
and Union Banks, shall have been carried into effect
and so much of the money arising from said sales, as
may be necessary, is hereby appropriated to this
purpose. -
Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, 'T'hat the 'T'reasurer
shall issue new notes, bearing interest at the rate of six  New Notes.
per centam per annum from the first day of October, in
the year one thousand eight hundred and sixteen, to
the several holders of the notes aforesaid, for the bal-
ance which shall be due to them, after deducting and
paying off three fifth parts as aforesaid ; and the three
fifth parts of the debt aforesaid shall cease to bear in-
terest from the said twentieth day of February next.
Skc. 8. Be it further enacted, That the new notes
to be given by the 'T'reasurer, shall be of the form fol-
lowing, signed by him, and countersigned by the Se-
cretary of the Commonwealth, viz. :

LOAN FOR DEFENCE. =
COMMONWEALTH QF MASSACHUSETTS.
; 1817.
No=—=

Be it Ienown, That there is due from the Common- Form of Nate.
wealth of Massachusetts, unte . or
bearer, the sum of - dollars, bearing
interest at the rate of six per centum per annem, from
the first day of October, one thousand eight hundred and
sixteen inclusively, payable half yearly, and subject to
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1edemptmn, in whole or in part, at the pleasure of the

GOmmonwealth ; o
5 Secretary

Treasurer
[Apploved by the Govemm ) Decembel 11, 1816

GHAP LXXXIX I ;
An Act to reduce the 01p1ta.1 Stock of the Boston Bank

Szc. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate aml House qf ‘
Representatives, in General Couwrt assembled, and
by the authority of the same, That from and after the
first Monday of “April; in the year of our Lord one

thousand eight hundred andseventeen, the capital stock
of the 00rpm ation, created by an act of the Leglslatul €,
passed on the twenty-third day of June, in the year of
our Lord one thousand -eight hundred and twelve, by
the name of The President, Directors and Company of
the Boston Bank, be and the same hereby i is reduced to :
the sum of nine hundred thousand dollays. .

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That the number of ,
shares in said Bank shall, from and after the said first
Monday of April, be fwelve hundred, and that each
share shall be of the estlmated or nommal value of se-
venty-five dollars.

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted Tha,t no d1v1dend of
the capital stock of said Bank, as now existing, shall
be made until proof shall have been made to the satis-
faction of the Grovernor and Council, or of Commission-
ers by them appointed, at the expense of said Corpora.

Competency of tion, that there now exists in said Bank funds belong-

funds,

“ing to said Corporation, sufficient to pay all notes in

cnculatlon, and all deposits, and other demands exist-
ing against the same beyond the sum then to be reduced :
and that nothing contained in this act shall be construed
to affect the liability of the Corporation, oy the indivi-
dual Stockholders, as established by the original act
incorporating said Bank, or any other existing law.—
And the said Corporation shall be holden to pay inte

- the Treasury of this Commonwealth, their proportion.
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of the tax now required to be paid by law upon the ex-
isting capital of said Bank, until the same shall be ac-
tually reduced as aforesaid, and all arrearages of taxes
paid.

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That the liability of
the President, Directors and Company of the Boston

Bank to loan to the Commonwealth, shall be in propor- Loasto State.

tion to the sum of the capital of said Corporation, when
reduced as aforesaid. - '

[Approved by the Governqr, December 13, 1816.]

CHAP. XC.

An Act in further addition to an act, entitled ¢ An act
to regulate the paving .of streets in the town of
Boston, and for removing obstructions isl the same.”

Szo. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of

_Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the same, That the Selectmen of the
town of Boston, for the time being, whenever in their
opinion the safety or convenience of the inhabitants of
said town shall require it, shall be, and they hereby
are empowered to discontinue any street, lane or
alley of the said town, or to make any alteration in
the same, in part or in whele; reserving however, in
all cases, to individuals who may sustain damage
thereby, recompense for the same, to be ascertained
and allowed in the same manner as is provided in the
act, entitled ¢ An act in addition to act entitled an act
to regulate the paving of streetsin the town of Boston,
and for removing obstructions in the same.” -

- Powers.

Sec. 2. Be it further enacled, That all orders, votes Orders, votes
and determinations of the said Selectmen of the town &e. valid.

of Boston, heretofore had and passed for the discon-
tinuance of any street, lane or alley of the said town,
or respecting any alteration in the same, in whole or

- 1in part, shall be held and considered as good and valid

to all intents and purposes, as if the said act to which
this is in addition, had explicitly vested said authority
in the said Selectmen; reserving always to individuals



394

Records,

Prohibitions.

Penalties.,

Proviso,

STREETS IN BOSTON.  Dec. 13, 4816,

1ecompense for damages sustamed thereby as is p10=
vided in the said aet. £ -
See. 8. Be it furtber enactetl That the S e

of the town of Boston shall keep a record of all hef :
streets, lanes and alleys of the said town, and of all

the votes and proceedings relative to the same; and
that copies thereof, certified: by the Town OIelk, slla.ll
be valid to all intents and purposes.

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That flom and after‘

the passing of this act, no person shall raise up from
any street, wharf or phce of public resort within the

town of Boston, for the purpose of storing the same,
any cask, bale of goods, or other articles of merchan-
dize, into the second or any higher story of any house,
store or other building upon or adjoining the same, and

on the outside of such. buildings, and that no person

shall deliver from the second or any higher story of

any house, store, or other building on the outside of

the same, which shall adjoin upon any street, wharf,

or place of public resort, within the said town of Bos;

ton, any cask, bale of goods, or other altlcle of mers

chandize, except at such times and places, and under

such resirictions and limitations, as the belectmen, for

the time being, shall by writing authorize and direct, .

And every person who shall offend in manner afore-
said, shall forfeit and pay to the Commonwealth, for
each and every such offence, a sum not exceeding one
bundred dollars, nor less than ten dollars, to be rve-
covered by indictment in the Municipal Court, for the

town of Boston, with costs of prosecution ; provided,

that this shall not be construed to extend to the raising
any materials or other articles which may be necessary
in erecting, vepairing or taking down any “building
within the said town of Boston, or for the eonvenience
thereof, or for vemoving any merchandize or other
article tn case of dano'er by fire, or other meVltable
casunalty.

[ Approved by the Governor, Becembex 13, 1816]
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CHAP., XCL

An Act concerning Banks.

SEe. 1. BE it enacted by the Senale and House
of Representatives in General Court assembled, and
by the authority of the same, That from and afler the
passing of this act, no Bank incorporated in this Com-

I

monwealth, shall issue any bill, note, check or draft; Loclity of bills

payable at any place other than said Bank, unless the
same shall also, on the fice thereof, be made payable
at the Bank issuing the same; and no Bank shall is.
sue any bill or note, redéenidble at such Bank, in any
other manner than by payment in specie. ,
Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That every incor-
porated Bank within this Commonwealth, which hag
issued, or shall issue any bill, note, check or draft;
redeemable in any other manuer than by payment in
specie, or payable at any place other than the place
where such Bank is by law established and kept,

shall be liable to pay the same in specie to the holder pyomp:
thereof, on demand at said Bank, without a previousmens.

demand at the Bank or place where the same is, on
the face of such bill, note, check or draft, made pay-
able. And if the Bank which issued the same shall
neglect or refuse fo pay, on demand made as aforesaid,
any bill, note, check or draft, such Bank shall be
liable to pay to the holder thereof the same penalties
as are provided in and by an act, entitled ¢ An act to
enforce the payment of Bank notes:” Provided how.
ever, that nothing herein contained, shall extend to
any check or draft drawn by the President or Cashier
" of any Bank within this Commonwealth, on any other
incorporated Bank, either within or without this Com-
monwealth, for any sum exceeding one hundred dol.-
lars; but all such checks or drafts shall first be pre-
sented for payment at the Bank on which the same
shall be drawn, and in default of payment, the holder
ghall be entitled to recover against the Bank which
issued the same, the amount of such check or draft,
with two per eent. per month on the amount thereof,
4% '

pay-

Penalty.

Provigo.
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from and after the time when such check or draft shall
have been refused payment, as additional damages in
any action against such Bank for the recovery of such
check or draft :
Sec. 3. Be it fur ther pnacted Tlnt the second
ime of opera- section of this act, so far as respects notes, bills, checks
! or drafts aheady issued, shall have eﬁ'ect from and
after the first day of June next.

[Approved by the Govemox Decembel 13 4816, }

CHAP. XCIL.

An A_ct to mcmpmate the medent Instltutmn for'
Havings in the town of Bosmon

SEc 1. BE it enucted by t7w Senate and Hause oj'
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the same, That his Honor: William

Persans incor- Phillips, John Phillips, Samuel Parkman, James

POt Pelkms, Thomas Dawes, John Lowell, Russel Stur-
gis, Jonathan Hunewell, Josiah Qumcy, John D.
Williams, James Punce, Thomas K. Jones, Richard
Sullivan, Redford Wehster, William Little, Samuel
Snelling, Jesse Patnam, Hsquires, Reverend Thomas
Baldwin, D. D. Reverend William E. Channing,
Reverend Charles Lowell, William Mackay, Elisha
Ticknor, Jonathan Ammy, jun. Samuel H. Walley.
John L. Sullivan, John Bellows, Joseph  Coolidge,
jun. John Richards, Ozias Gioodwin, John Dorr,
Samuel May, Gedney King, William Ropes, Andrew
Ritchie, Edward Tuckerman, jun. William Harris,
David Greenough, Thomas Motley, Benjamin Smith,
David W. Child, Gideon Snow, Edward Cruft, Jacob
Hiler, Jonathan Phillips, William Cochran, Nathan.
iel G Snelling,” Lewis Tappan, and James Savage be,
and they hereby are incorporated into a Society, by
the name, style and title of ¢ The Provident Institu-
tion for Savings in the town of Boston ;” and tbat they,
and such others as shall be duly elected Members of
the said@ Corperation, as is in this act provlded, shall
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be, and remain a body politic and curpomte, by the
same name, style and title forever.
Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said Socie-
ty and Corporation shall be capable of receiving, from
any person or persons disposed to obtain and enjoy the
advantages of said Iustitution, any deposit or deposits ~ Deposits:
of money, and to use and improve the same for the pur-
poses, and according to the directions herein mention-
ed and provided.
Skc. 8. Be it further enacted, That all deposits of
money received by the said Society, shall be by the said
Society used and improved to the best advantage ; and
the income or profit thereof, shall be by them apphed Dispasition  of
and divided among the persons making the said depo-™°™"*
sits, their Executors or Administrators in just propor-
tion, with such reasonable deductions, and the princi-
pal of such deposits may be withdrawn at such times
and in such manner as the said Society shall direct
ana appoint.
Suc. 4. Be it further enacted, That the said Socie-
ty and Corporation shall, at their annual meeting in De- Anoual mest-
cember, have power to elect, by ballot, any mhel' per. &
son or persons as Members of the said Society.
Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, 'That the said Socie.-
ty may have a ecommon seal, Whmh they may change Generat pow.
and renew at pleasure ; and that all deeds, conveyan. >
ces and grants, covenants and agreements made by
their Treasurer, or any other person, by their autherity
and direction, accmdmﬂ to their Institation, shall be
good and valid ; and the same Corporation shall, at all
ﬁlmes, have power to sue, and may be sued, and may
defend, and shall be held to answer, by the name, style
and title aforesaid.
Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, That the said Socie-
ty shall hereafter meet at [3oston, sometime in the month
of December annually, and as much oftener as they
may judge expedient ; and any seven Members of the
said Corporation, the President, a Vice President, Blection of ofl
"Treasurer, or Secretary being one, shall be a quorum ;
and the said Society, at thnn meeting in December an-
nually, shall have power to elect and choose a Presi-
dent, Vice-President and all other such officers as to
them shall appear necessary ; which officers, so cho-
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sen, shall continue in office one year, and untll others
are chosen in their room ; and all officers, so chosen,
shall be under oath to the faithful pelfmmance of the
duties of their offices respectively.

Skc. 7. Be it further enacted, Lhat the smd Socle-
ty hereby ave, and forever shall be vested with the pow-

er of making by-laws for the more orderly managing

the busmess of the Corporation ; provided the same are
not repugnant to the constltuuou or laws of this COmc'
monwealth.

Sze. 8. Be it further enacted, That his Honor Wll- ;

liam Phillips, Esq. be, and he hereby is authorized, by
public notifieation, in two of the Boston newspapers,
to call the first meeting of the said Society, at such
time and place, as he shall judge proper.

[Approved by the (tovernor, December 13, 1816 ]

CHAP. XCIIL

| An Acf in addition to an act, entitled ¢ An act for i in-

corporating certain persons therein named, by the
name of the "Trustees of the Church and Gongl ega-
tion in the second precinct in Pembr oke,” ‘

Src. 4. IBE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the same, That the inhabitants of the
second preeinet in Pembroke, in the coumuty of Ply-
mouth, be, and they hereby are authorized, at any le-
gal meetmg, by them called for that purpose, to-choose

.by ballot, two or more Trustees, in addition to the num-

ber now appointed, under an act, entitled ¢ An act for
incorporating certain persons therein named, by the
name of The Trustees of the Church and Congrega-
tion of the second precinet in Pembroke ;7 provided,
the whole number of Trustees shall not exceed nine,
nor be less than five : and the ‘['rustees, so chosen, as
aforesaid, shall have all the powers and privileges, and
be subjeet to all the daties and requirements of the pre-
sent Board ; and all future compensarion of said Board
of Trustees for gervices, shall be paid by the precinet,

\QL
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and shall not be taken from the fund, or its proceeds
in their hands, ‘

SEc. 2. Be it further enacted, That all future vacan-
cies in said Board, shall be filled by said precinct, at
any legal meeting of the same ; and a majority of the

tion of business ; and so much of the act aforesaid, to
which this is in addition, as is inconsistent with the
provisions of this act, shall be, and the same is hereby
repealed. '

[ Approved by the Governor, December 13, 1846.7

CHAP. XCIV.

An Act in addition to the several acts concerning Pro-
bate Bonds.

85c. 1. IE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the same, That the condition of the
bond now by law requjred to be given by Administra-
tors, before taking upon themselves that trust, shall
be so far altered as to require Administrators (and HEx-
ecutors, in cases where by law they are now required
to give bonds similar to those given by Administrators)
to make a true and perfect inventory of all and singu.
lar the real estate, goods and chattels of the deceased
intestate or testator : Provided, however, that all bonds
which shall be given by Executors or Administrators,
in the form heretofore provided, until the first day of
June next, shall be, and hereby are declared to be good
and valid, any thing berein contained to the contrary
notwithstanding,.

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That in cases where
any Administrator shall have received the personal
property of an intestate, and shall not have exhibited
upon oath a particular inventory thereof, execution
shall be awarded against him for such a part of the
penalty of his administration bond as the Supreme
Court of Probate shall, on a full consideration of ali
the circumstances of the ease, judge reasonable ; any

"

. Vaeancies filled
whole Board shall constitute a quorum for the transac. wp,

7/

Inventorieg,

Provise.
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* _ thing in the second section of an act, entitled ¢ An act
for regulating proceedings on Pmbate Bonds, and di-

rectmg their Torm in the Supreme Coutt of Pmbate 22
to the contrary notwuhstandmg ~

8rc. 3. Be it further enucted, That wheuevm
sureties in any Probate Bond, given by Execntors, Ad.
ministrators or Guardians, or by Trustees appointed
in and by any last will, or by Trustees appointed by
a Judge of Probate, shall be evidently insufficient for
the purpose of such boud, the Judge of Probate, on the
petition of any person mterested and after giving no-
tice to the principal and sureties in such bond, shall
have authority to require, from time to time, new bonds,
with sufficient surety or sareties in the case; and if -
such Executors, Administrators, Guardians or Trus-
tees, shall not, within a reasonable time, give such
new bonds, they shall be removed from office, and oth-
ers appointed in their stead: Provided always, that
the original bonds of such Kxecutors, Administrators, -
Giuardians and Trustees, shall, notwithstsnding such
removal from office, remain in force for all the purpo-
ses for which they were ougmally given.

[:\ppwved by the Gevernor, December 18, 1816. ]

CHAP. XOV,

An Act authorizing Judges of Probate to make allow.
ances to Widows of persons deceased, whose estates
are insolveunt. ,

Sec. 1. BD it enacted by the Senate and House
of Representatives in General Court assembled, and
by the authority of the same, That in the settlement of the
estates of persons deceased, insolvent, whether the de-

Allowance  to ceased person died testate or mtestate, the widow shall

widows,

be entitled to her apparel, and such other and so much
of the personal estate as the Judge of Probate shall de-
termine necessary, according to her gualily and de-
gree ; and such part of the personal estate as the Judge
may allow the widow, shall not be assets in the hands
of the Hxecutor or Administrator ; and in cases
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where such allowances shall have been made from in-
téstate estates, represented to be insolvent, which ulti-
mately appear to be solvent, the Judges: of Probate be,
and hereby are respectively auathorized, by a subse-
quent decree, to make such further oﬂlowances to the
widow, from the personal estate of her husband, hav-
ing regard to what shall have been allowed, as afore-
said, as is provided inand by an act, entitled ¢ An act
regulating the descent and distiibution of intestate es-
tates,”

See. 2. Be it further enacted, 'That all allowances
heretofore made by Judges of Probate from the per-
sonal estates of insolvent. persons to their widows, be,
and hereby are confirmed ; saving and excepting, how-
ever, cases in which any order or decree of a Judge
of Probate, making such allowance, bas been 1ev0ked
or anpulled in the Supreme Court of Probate.

[Apploved by the Governor, December 13, 1816.]

- OHAP. XCOVL

An Act to incorporate the second Society of Univer-
. . salists in Boston.

Sec, 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of

Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the same, "That Richard Faxon, John

354

Allowances
‘eonfirmed.

PBrazer, Edmund Wright, Benjamin Russell, Thomas & 1o

’Wlley, Daniel C. Robmsong Martin Hersey, Nathamel poraied.

Hammond, Addison Bacen, William Barry, Levi Mel-
cher, E]ija.h Loring, Caleb Wright, Pelatiah Rea,
Daniel E. Powers, Joseph Badger, Samuel Hastings,
Winslow Wright, Daniel Johnson, John Trall, and
Jobn Blunt, jun. and all others who may associate with
them, be, and they hereby are incorporated as a Reli-
gious Society, by the name of The Second Society of
Universalists in the town of Boston, with all the privi-
leges, powers and immunities, to which other religions
societies in this Commonwealth are entitled by law.
Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, 'That the said Society
shall be capable in law to purchase, hold and dispose
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of any estate, real or personal, for the use of said So-

eiety ; provided, the annual income thereof shall® not

exceed at any time the value of three thousand dollars.

Skc. 3. Be it further enacted, That the Committee
of the said Society, chosen at any legal meeting there-
of, shall be authorized to raise, by assessment on each
Membel of said Society, such sum or sums of nioney
as may be by them considered a proportionate part of
the expenses of settling and maintaining such Minister
or Ministers of the Gospel, as the Society may call and
elect, and the contingent expenses of the Society ; and
generally to do and transaet all business for the said
Society as they may think fit and proper.

Skc. 4. Be'it further enacted, That any J ustlce of
the Peace for the county of Suﬁ’olk be, and he hereby
is authorized to issue his warrant to some Member of
said Society, requiring him to warn the members there.
of to meet at such convenient time and place, in saide
town of Boston, as shall be therein directed, to choose
a Moderator, a Clerk, a T'reasurer and such other offi-
cers, Commitiee or OCommittees, as they shall think
needful. And the Moderator, so chosen, and Moder-
ators, chosen at any future meetings of the said Society,
shall have authority to admlnlster the oaths of office to
the Clerk and any other Officers which the Society
shall think proper to elect, and from whom the said So-
ciety may think it necessary and proper, by a vote in
any of its meetings, to require an oath, for the faithful
discharge of the duties of their office.

[ Approved by the Governor, December 13, 1816‘.3

CHAP. XCVIL

An Act in further addition to an act, entitled an act to
incorporate the President, Directors and Company
of the Mechanics’ Bank in Newburyport.

B it enacted by y the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the same, That from and after the pas-
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sing of this act, the number of Directors in the Me-
chaniecs’ Bank in Newburyport, shall be seven, four of
whom shall be a quorum, any thing in the act to whickh
this is in addition to the contrary notwuhstaudmg

[Approved by the Governor, December 43, 1816.]

OUHAP. XCVIIL

An Act to prevent the destruction of Fish in the town
of Rittsfield.

EE it enacted by the Senate and House
of Iepresentatives, in General Court ussembled, and
by the authority of the same, "That, from and after the
passing of this act, whosoever shall kill, take or catch
any Pickerell or Trout in any pond, river or stream
within the town of Pittsfield, other than by or with a
hook, or hooks and line, shall forfeit and pay the sum
of five dollars for each and every Pickerell or Trout
so taken, to be recovered by any person who may sue
for the same, to his nwn use, before any Justice of the
Peace within the same county.

[Approved by the Governor, December 13, 1816.]

™ A,

CHAP. XCIX.

An Act in addition to an act, entitled ¢ An act for the
preservation of Fish in Penobscot River and Bay,
and the several streams emptying into the same.”

8. 1. EE it enacted by the Senate and House
of Representatwes in General Court assembled, and

853,

Penalty.

by the authority of the same, That all wears in theweam rempy-

Penobscot River orBay, or in the streams emptying into

game, shall be, by the person or persons interested

therein, entirely removed therefrom or demolished, on

or before the fifih day of July annually ; ; and in case

the said person or persons, so jnteresied in said wears,
45

ed
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shall fail so to remove or demolish the same within the
time prescribed, he, she or they shall forfeit and pay
the sum of fifty dollars, recoverable by indictment be-
fore the Circuit Court of Common Pleas, sitting in the
county where the offence occurs; the whole to be
to the use of the same county : Promcled moreover, it
shall and may be lawful for any Fish Warden, and he
is hereby authorized to remove or demolish any wear
aforesaid, which shall remain after said fifth day of Ju-
1y annually. : /

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, 'That the Cirenit~
Court of Common Pleas for the thlld Eastern Cireuit,
whenever sitting either in the county of Hanceck or
Penobscot, is hereby authorized and directed annually
to appoiat a suitable number of Fish Wardens, not
exceeding ten, for the unincorporated places of the
county contiguous to said river, and the streams empty-
ing thereinto, and to assign to ezch of them their re-
spective wards or districts ; and the said Fish War-
dens, so appointed by said Court, after being duly
sworn to the faithfnl discharge of their trust, are to
perform the same duties, to have the same powers, and
10 be subpct to the same penalties, as other Fish War-
dens are in the act to which this is in addition : and
the said Court is further authorized to allow such Fish
Warden, so appointed, to be paid out of the County
Treasury of his County, one dollar for each and every
day he shall be actually employed in the performance
of his duties as a Hish Warden : Provided he render
his account for services in writing, and on oath, before
any allowance be made to him.

Sec, 8. Be it further enacfed, That in case 'my‘
wear be erected or continued in sald river or bay,- or
any of the streams emptying into the same, without
the license of the Selectmen of the town contiguous to
the place where the erection or continuation “of such
wear is comtemplated, every person who shall be in-
terested or concerned in the erection of such wear shall
forfeit and pay one hundred dollars, to the use of the
county in which the offence oceurs, recoverable by in-
dictment in any Court ploper to try the same within
the same county.

[ Approved by the Governor, December 13, 1816. ]




SOCIETY IN SOUTHBRIDGE. Dec, 13, 1816.

CHAP. C.

An Act to incorporate the Congregational Society in
the town of Southbridge.

Sec. 1. DE it enacted by the Senate and House of

Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the sume, That Daniel Morse, Joshua
Harding, Samuel Newell, Gliver Plimpton, Jason
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Morse, Freeman Pratt, Frederick William Bottom, Persons incor:

Fletcher Foster, Abel Mason, jun. Timothy Paige,
George Sumner, Oliver Mason, jan, James Wheelock,
Ralph Harding, Elbridge G. Harding, Salem Marsh,
Calvin Ammidown, Joseph Clark, Abel Mason, Ralph
‘Wheelock, Waterman Potter, Pliny Arnold, Ebenezer
D. Ammidown, Asahel Prouty, Oliver Mason, Smith
Foster, Duty Marsh, jun. Moses Mason, Henry Hook.
er, Abijah Richardson, Parker Morse, John Rider,
Munson Morse, Enoch Bacon, Stephen H. Kasta.
brook, Corban Lyon, John Newhall, Jonathan Green,
George Gleason, Nathaniel Marsh, David Atherton,
Smith Ellis, Denison Wheelock, Duty Marsh, Joln
Marsh, Alpheus Foster, Joseph Eaton, Moses Whee.
lock, Aaron Putnam, John Marsh, jun. Joel Walker,
Dresser Bacon, Benjamin Walker, Hinsdale Foster,
Davis Wheelock, Calvin W heelock, Luther Wheelock,
Chauncy Plimpton, Bamuel Austin Groves, Samuel
Lewis Newell, Bela Carpenter, with their families and
astates, together with such others as may hereafter as.
sociate with them and their successers, be, and they
are hereby incorporated as a Religious Sociely, by the
name of The Congregational Keligions Society in
Southbridge, with 21l the powers and privileges which
other religious societies enjoy, aceording to the laws
and constitution of this Commonwealth,

Src. 2. Beit further enacted, "That any person who
may, at any time hereafter, actually become n Member
of, and unite in religious worship with said Congrega-
tional Society, and give in his or her name to the
Clerk of the parish to which he or she did heretofore
helong, with 4 eertificate, signed by the Minister or

porated,

Membership,
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Clerk of said Society, that he or she hath actually be-
come a Member of, and united in religious worship
with said Congregational Society, fourteen: days pre-
vious to the parish meeting therein, to be held in the
month of March or April annvally, shall, from and af-
ter giving such certificate, with his or her polls and
estate, be considered as a Member of said Society :
Provided however, that such person shall be held to
pay his or her pmpmtlon of all monies assessed or vo-
ted in the parish to which he or she belonged previous
to that time.

Skc. 8. Be it further enacted, That When any .-
Member of said Society shall see cause to leave the
same and unite in religious worship with any ‘other re- -
ligious Bociety in the town or parish in ‘which he or
she may live, aud shall give in his or her name to the
Olerk of said Congregational Society, and a certificate,
signed by the Minister or Clerk of the parish, or other
religious Society, with which he or she may unite, that
he or she hath actually become a Member of, and uni-
ted in religious worship with such other parish, o such
other religious Society, fourteen days previous to then'
annual meeting in March or April, and shall pay his
or her proportwn of all monies voted in said Society
to be raised previous thereto, shall, from and after
giving in such certificate, with his or her polls and
estate, be considered as a Member of the Soclety
with which he or she may so unite. o

Src. 4. Be it further enacted, That any Justice of
the Peace in the town of Southbridge, be, and he here.
by is authorized and empowered to issue his warrant,
directed to some suitable Member of said Society, re-
quiring him to notify and warn the Members of said
Hociety, qualified to vote in parish affairs, to meet at
such time and place in the said town of Southbridge,
as shall be appointed in said warrant, to chosse such
parish officers as are by law required to be chosen in
the months of March or April annually, and to trans-
act all other matters and things necessary to be done
in said Society.

[APproyed by the Governdr, December 13, 1816.7
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CHAP. CIL

An Act {o incorporate the Eastern River Lock and
Sluice Company.

Skc. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the same, That John N. Swazey, Jo- Persons incqra
aseph R. Folsom, and Joseph Lee, together with such ™"
other pérsons as may be associated with them, and
their successors, shall be a Corporation, by the name
of The Eastern River Lock and Slunice Company ; and
by that name may sue and be sued, defend and be de-
fended, prosecute and be prosecuted ; shall have a com-
mon seal, which they may alter at pleasure, and shall
enjoy all the privileges and powers, and do and suffer
all such matters and things as are incident to similar
incorporations. ’ «

Skec. 2..Be it furiher enacted, 'That said Corpora-
tion be, and hereby are empowered, within the term of
five years from the passing of this act, to make a Sluice Locksand st
and Lock or Locks, from the outlet of Eastern River ccstobe made
Great Pond, so called, to the waters below the falls,
at the head of the tide in the town of Orland, in the
most suitable and convenient place for making the
same 3 and to erect such dam or dams, as may be ne-
eessary for the safety and convenience thereof : Provi-
ded that nothing in this act shall interfere with the:
provisions of alaw, passed on the twenty-second of Feb.
ruary, one thousand eight hundred and fourteen, enti-
tled ¢ An act for the preservation of Kish in Penobscot
River and Bay, and the several streams emptying into
the same 3”” or any subsequent law enacted, or which
may be enacted for that purpose.

Skc. 8. Be it further enacted, 'That if any person or
persons shall suffer any damage by means of said Lock
or Sluice, and the parties cannot agree upon the amount
of damages thus occasioned, nor upon some suitable per- Damsges.:
son or persons to estimate the same, then in such cass
a disinterested Committee of three freeholders shall
be appointed by the Circuit Court of Common Pleas
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for the third Hastern Circuit, when holden in and for
the county of Hancock, to ascertain the damages ; and
the determination of the Committee, so appointed, shall
be the measure of damages : Provided however, that if
either party shall be dlsaatlsﬁed with the report of said
Committee, and shall, at the same session of the Court
aforesaid, at which. smd report shall be made, apply
to said Oourt for a trial by Jury, in the manner other
like causes are 'determined, the Court aforesaid shall
have power to determine the same by a Jury as afore-
said ; and if the verdict of the Jury shall not give the

 party applying, a greater sum in damages, than the

said Oommlttee shall have awarded as aforesaid, the
gaid Court shall award costs against the apphcants -
bat if said decision shall be more favorable to the par-
ty applying, thau the veport of said Committee, the said
Court shall render judgment accoxdm'ﬂ), and issue
execution in either case,

Skc. 4. Be it further enacted, Tha.t it any person
or persons shall wilfully or nuschlevously, in any man-
ner, injure or destroy said Locks or Sluice,or any oth.-
er works connected with them, or parts thereof, or di-
vert or obstruct the waters, to the damage of the pro-
prietors thereof, he, she or they shall pay treble the
value of such damage, as said proprietors shall, before
the Court and Jury, before whom trial shall be had,
make fo appear said proprietors have sustained, by
means of said trespass ; to be sued-for and 1ecoveled
in any Court proper to try the same.

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That a toll be, and
is hereby granted and established, for the benefit of said
proprietors, their successors and assigns, according to
the rates following, viz. : ¥Wor each thousand feet of
boards, plank and scantling, board measure, twenty
eents ; for each cord of wood and bark, twenty cents;
for each ton of timber, ten cents 3 for each thousand of
staves, twenty eents ; for each thousand of clapboards,
ten cents 3 for each thousand of shingles, three cents;
for each hundred of posts and rails, fifteen cents : And
as soon as the said Locks and Sluice sbhall be com-
pleted, the said Corporation shall have power to lay
and collect the tolls aforesaid, on all the sev elal arti-
cles as they pass the same,
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Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, 'That the persons
named in this act or any two of them, shall have pow-
er to call the first meeting of said Corporation, giving First Meeting,
each proprietor personal notice of the time and place
of such meeting, seven days at least before the time
appointed for said meeting; and said proprietors,
when met as aforesaid, may agree upon the method of
ealling futare meetings, elect officers, and do and traus-
act such other things as they may deem necessary.

Sxkc. 7. Be it further enacted, I'hat if the said Cor-
poration shall not, within the said term of five years,
erect and complete the said Locks and Sluice as afore- conditions,
said, then this act shall be void ; and if the said Cor-
poration at any future time after the said Locks and
Sluice are completed, shall neglect to keep the same
in suitable repair, for the space of one year, at any
one time, then this act shall likewise become void and
of no effect.

[ Approved by the Governor, December 13, 1816.7

CHAP. CIL

An Aet to incorpor‘a.te the Trustees of the Ministerial
Fund in the north parish in Berwick.

Spe. 1. IBE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the authovity of the same, 'That Joseph Fogg, Sam- remons ineor
uel Goodwin, Klijah Hays, Reuben Hays, Mark Lib. povaed.
bey, Samuel Lord, Joseph Prime, John Staples, and
Samuel Wentworth, be, and they are hereby appointed
Agents and Trustees to sell the lands appropriated for
the use of the Ministry in the north parish, in the town
of Berwick, in the county of York ; and the monies
arising from the sale of said lands to put out at inter-
est in the manuner hereinafter directed 5 and the said
" Trustees are hereby made a body politic and corporate,
by the name of The Trustees of the Ministerial Funds
in the north parish in Berwick ; and they and their
successors in that office, shall have and use a common
seal, and, by the name aforesaid, may sue and be sued
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in all actions real, personal and mixed, and prosecute
and defend the same to final judgment and ex cution,
and shall exercise all other powers and pm"leges in-
cident to similar Corporations.
Skc. 2. Be it further enacted, That the sald Trus
Ammal clec. €8, and their successors in oi’ﬁce, shall annually elect
tion of oficerw.a, President, and a Olerk who shall be sworn faithful
ly to 1ec01d the domgs of the said Trustees, and a
Treasurer to receive and apply the monies belona;mu-
to the said Funds, as is directed in this act ; and also

any other needful officers or agents, for the better man-

aging their business ; and all such electwns shall be

by written votes. -

Sec. 8. Be it further enacted, That the number of

the said Trustees shall never exceed nine nor be less

Number and than six, any five of whom may be a quorum for doing
poversof twus-hyginess 3 and they shall have power, from time to
time, to 11 up vacancies in their number, happening

by death, resignation or otherwise ; and they shall al-

so have power to remove any one of their number, who

by reason of age, infirmity, misconduct, or any other

cause, may become unable or unfit to discharge his

. daty ; and to supply any vacancy, so occaqmned bya

new choice from the inhabitants of said parish ; and

the said Trustees, and each of them, shall be responsi.

ble to the said north parish in Berwick, for their per-

sonal misconduet or neglect, whether they be officers

or not, and liable to prosecution for any loss or dam-

age to the said Funds arising thereby ; and the debtor

damage, recovered in such suit, shall be considered as
belonging to said Funds, and applied accerdingly ; and

the said Trustees shall hold a meeting annually in

March, and as often as the affairs of the said Fund

may require ; which meetings 'shall be notified and

called in such way and manner as the said 'Urustees
at any meeting may order and direet ; and the Trea. "

sarer of the sald Funds shall give bonds to the accep-

Tressarer o tance of the said Trustees, for the faithful perform-
gvebord anee of his duty, and be at all times responsible for
the faithful application and expenditure of monies

~ which may come into his hands, conformable to the

true intent and meaning of this act, and for all negli-

genece or misconduet of any kind, in his said office.
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Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That the said Trus-
tees be, and they are hereby authouzed to sell and Powers of trase
convey all the lands appropriated for the use of the™™
Ministry in the said north parish, and to make, ex-
ecute, acknowledge and deliver good and sufficient
deeds thereof; which deed or deeds, subscribed by the
Treasurer, and countersigned by the Clerk, with the
geal affixed, shall be good and effectual in law to con-
vey the fee simple from said parish to the purchasers,
and all the monies arising from the Ministerial lands
in said north parish shall be put to use, as soon as
may be, and secured by mortgage on real estate to the
full value of the property sold, or money loaned, or by
"~ two or more sureties with the principal, unless the said
Trustees shall think it more expedient to invest the
same in public funded securities or bank stock, at their
discretion.

Skc. 5. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the
duty of the said Trustees to keep distinct accounts of  Records.
the monies accruing from the sale of the said parish
Ministerial lands, and of the interest arising therefrom
respectively ; which accounts, they and their succes-
gors in office shall exhibit to the said parish, at their
annual meeting for the choice of parish officers ; and
the said Trustees and others, who may by them be em-
ployed in the business of the said Funds, shall receive
no compensation from the monies of the said Funds,
but a reasonable compensation may be made to them,
and the Treasurer, or other officers or agents, by the Compensation
parish, at their discretion ; and the interest aceruing on to offocts
the monies arising from the sale of the said Ministerial
lands, shall be appropriated and uniformly applied for
the support of the Gospel Ministry in the said north
parish in Berwick ; and it shall never be in the power
of the said parish to alienate or alter the appropnatlon
of the said Funds provided in this act.

Src. 6. Be it further enacted, That any Justice of
the Peace for the county of Yonk, upon application
therefor, is hereby authorized to issue a warrant, di.
rected to one of the Trustees before-named, requiring
him to notify and call the first meeting of the said Trus. it mectivs
tees, at such convenient time and place as shall be ap-

46
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pomted in the said warrant, to organize the said Cor-

poration by the election and appointment of iis officers.
[Approved by the GOVG‘[‘I‘IOl, Decembex 13,1816.7

o V GHAP CIII

An Act for the more effectual regu‘latlon of the l\Ialket ’

in the town of Salem, and for other pulposes

Spc. 1. DE it enacted by the Senale and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the same, That the %electmen of the
town of Salem, for the time being, be, and hereby are
anthorized to make any rules and orders, not repug-
nant to the constitution or laws of this Commonwealth,
for the due regulation and government of the Market-
bouse of said town, and, of the Market- carts, waggons,
sleds, slewhs, and other vehicles or carriages, used for
marketing in said town, aml of the marketmen who
frequent said town for the purpose of buymg and sell-
ing provisions and other commodities in open market ;
and the said Selectmen be, and hereby are authorized to;
appoint, from time to time, suitable places in the streets,
squares and other publie places in said town, in which
all waggons, carts, sledQ, slelghs, or other vehicles or

carriages contammg plowsmns, wood, hay, barrels, or
other commodities for sale in open mmket, shall stand,
for the purpose of such sale ; which rules and 01dels,
when approved by the inhabitants of said town, in le-
gal town.meeting assembled, shall be and become by-

Jaws of said town, and shall be binding upon all per-

sons whomsoever. And such rules and orders, when
S0 approved shall be published in all the newspapers
printed in said town. And if any person or persons
shall, after the same shall have been published as afore.
said, offend against any of such rules or orders, he, she

or they shall, for each offence, forfeit and pay a sum not
exceeding ten dollars, to be recovered on complaint of
either of the Selectmen of said town, or of any person
or persons who shall be appointed by them as Inspec-
tor or Inspectors of the Police of said town, before any
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Justice of the Peace for the county of Kssex, resident
in said town, or elsewhere in said county. And all
fines and forfeitures, recovered on any such complaint,
shall be paid to the Overseers of the Poor of said town,
to be distributed amoug such poor, according to the
discretion of the said Overseers.

SEc. 2. Be it further enacted, That in every such
complaint under this act, as Well as in all other com-
plaints for breaches of any of the by-laws of said town,
it shall be sufficient summarily to state the offence, and
to conclude with an averment that the same is against
the by-laws of the said town, without reciting the by-
law or by-laws on which such complaint shall have
been founded, or the time or manner in which the
same was or were passed or approved.

Ske. 8. Be it further enacted, 'T'hat until such rules
and orders shall be made by the Selectmen of said
town, and approved as aforesaid, the present by-laws
of said town upon the same subject shall be binding
to all intents and purposes upon all persons coming
within the purview thereof. And for breaches of the
same by-laws, the same remedies may be had and pur.
. sued, in the same manner as is provided in this act for
breaches of the rules and orders hereafter to be made
and approved as is herein provided.

[Approved by the Governor, December 13, 1816.7

CHAP. CIV,

An Act to authorize the sale of the Ministerial and
School Lands, in the town of Cornville,

See. 1. IDE it enacted by the Senate and House
of Representatives in General Court assembled, and
by the authority of the same, That Joshua Wooedman,
Henry Morrell, James Folsom, Jonathan Collins,
Chandler Dow, Joseph Parsons, and Thomas Flan-
ders, be, and they hereby are appointed as Trastees to
sell all the Ministerial and School lands in the town of
Cornville in the county of Somerset, except the lands
reserved for the first settled Minister in said town ; and

363
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the monies arising from the sale of said Iands, to put
out at interest, in the manner hereinafter directed ; and
the said Tlustees are here made a body pohac and
eorporale, by the name of The Trustees of the Minis-
terial and School Funds in the town of Cornville ; and
they and their successors in that office shall have and
use a common seal, and, by the name aforesaid, may
sue and be sued, in all actions real, personal and mix-
ed, and plosecute and defend the same to final judg-
ment and execution ; and shall exercise all other pow-
ers and privileges, incident to similar Corporations.
Szc. 2. Be it further enacted,_ That the said Trus:
fees and their successors in ofﬁce shall annually elect
a President, and a Clerk to record the doings of said .
Trustees, and a Treasurer to receive and apply the
monies belonging to the said Funds, as is directed in
this act, also any other needful officers or agents for the
better managing their business.  And all such elections
shall be by written votes, and the inhabitants of said
Cornville, who are qualified to vote in town affairs, at
their annual town-meetings for the choice of town offi-

_cers, shall have the privilege to elect four persons, as

associates with the before-named Trustees ; and after
the said Corporation shall be duly organized according.
to the provisions of this act, one of the said four as-
soclates, chosen as afores:ud, shall annually retire by
lot, and the vacaney, so made, shall be suppied by a
nrew election, so that one new Member of the said Cor-

. poration may be elected anually forever.

Sec. 3. Be il further enacted, That the number of
said Trustees shall never exceed eleven, nor be less
than seven, any six of whom may be a quorum for do-
ing business 3 and they shall heve power, from time to
time, to fill up vacancies in their number, happening by
death, resignation or otherwise ; and they shall also
have power to remove any one of their number, who,
by reason of age, infirmity, misconduct, or any other
cause, may become unable or unfit to discharge his du-
ty, and to supply any vacancy, so occasioned, by a new
choice from the inhabitants of said town ; and each of
the said Trustees shall be responsible to the said town
of Cornville for their personal misconduct or neglect,
whether they be officers or not, and liable to prosecu-
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tion for any loss or damage to the said Fund, arising
thereby 5 and the debt or damage, recovered in such
guit, shall be considered as belonging to said Fuuds,
and applied accordingly ; and the said Trustees shall
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hold a meeting annually in March, and as often as the Ammal meet-

affairs of the said Funds may reqnire, which meeting
shall be notified and called in such way and manner
as the said Trustees, at any meeting, may order and
direct ; and the Treasurer of said Fund shall give bond
io the acceptance of the said Trustees for the, faithful
performance of his duty ; and the Clerk shall be sworn
to the faithful discharge of his trust,

. SEc. 4. Be it furtker enacted, That the said Trus- Trustees may

tees are hereby authorized to sell and convey all the
Ministerial and School lands in the said town of Corn-
ville, which were reserved in its grant and location,
excepting the lot usually reserved for the first settled
Minister as aforesaid, and to make, execute, acknow-
ledge and deliver good and sufficient deeds thereof ;
which deed or deeds, subscribed by the Treasurer and
countersigned by the Clerk, with the seal of said Trus-
tees affixed, shall be good and effectual in law to con-
vey the fee simple from said town to the purchaser ; and
all the monies arising from the Ministerial and School
lands in the said town of Cornville, shall be put to use,
as soon as may be, and secured by mortgage on real
estate to the full value of the property sold, or money
loaned, by two or more sureties with the principal ;
unless the said Trustees shall think it more expedient
to invest the same in public funded securities, or bank
stock, which they may do at their discretion.

Suc. 5. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the

sell and convey
lands.

duty of the said Trustees to keep distinct accounts of Sepsrate ae

the monies accruing from the sale of the said School
lands, from those of the Ministerial lands, and of the in-
terest arising therefrom, respectively ; which accounts
they and their successors in office, shall exhibit to the
town at their annual meeting for the choice of town of-
ficers ; and the said 'T'rustees and others, who may by
them be employed in the business of the said Funds,
shall receive no compensation from the monies of the

counts.

said Funds, but a reasonable compensation may be Compenstion

made to them ; and the Treasurer, or other officers or

to efteers,
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agents, by the town, at their discretion ; and the inter-
est aceruing ou the monies coming from the sale of the
said Mmlsteual lands shall be appropriated and uni-
formly applied for the support of the Gospel Mmlstry
in the town of Cornville. And the interest aceruing
on the monies coming from the sale of the said School
lands, shall be appmpnated and uniformly applied for
the support of instruction in the public free Schools in
the said town of Cornville ; and it never'shall be in the
power of the said town to alienate or alter the appro-
priation of the said Funds, provided in this act.

Sgc. 6. Be it further enacted, That any Justice of
the Peace for the county of Somerset, upon apphcatlon
therefor, is hereby authorized to issue a warrant, direct-
ed to one the Trustees before-named, requiring him to
notify and call the first meeting of the said Trustees,
at such convenient time and place, as shall be appointed
in the said warrant, to organize the said Corporation,
by the election and appomtment of its officers.

[Approved by the Governor, December 14, 1816.]

CHAP. CV.

An Act to incorporate the West Cambridge Bapist
Society. - '

¥

Seec. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the same, That James ]ﬂrost, Benja-
min Locke, Nathaniel Goddard, Isaac Cutter, Ger-
shom Swan, Philemon R. Russell Aaron Cutter, Sam.
uel Jones, Timothy Swan, Samuel Cutter, Tsala.h Jen-
kms, ‘William Locke, James Locke, William Locke,
jun. Elkanan Blanchard, Elizabeth Williams, Mary
Cutter, Peter Swan, and Philemon R. Russell, jun.
together with their families and estates, and such other
persons as may hereafter join them and their successors,
be, and they are hereby incorporated into a Religious

- Society, by the name of The West-Cambridge Baptist.

Powers,

Society, with all the powers, rights, privileges and im-
munjties, and subject to all the duties to which other
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Religious Societies within this Commonwealth are by
law and the constitution respectively subject and
entitled. ‘ _

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That said Society, so
incorporated, shall have power to receive, by donation
or otherwise, and to purchase, hold and enjoy such re- May hold reat
al and personal estate, as they may deem necessary for”
the due support of religious worship in said Society 3
provided the same shall not exceed in value the sum of
thirty thousand dollars. , . : ‘

Sec. 8. Be it further enacted, That James Frost of
Cambridge, Benjamin Locke, of West.Cambridge, and
Philemon R. Russell of Charlestown, be, and they
hereby are appointed Trustees, to receive and manage
any donations, legacies or devises, for the use and bene-
fit of the said Society ; and the said Trustees, or any
two of them are authorized to appoint a Treasurer 5 Tuusteos © ap,;
and the said Trustees and said Treasurer shall givetas
bond to the said Society, to be approved by said Socie-
ty at a legal meeting thereof, for the faithful execution
of their trust ; and the said Trustees and Treasurer
shall be accountable to said Society 5 and shall, as of-
ten at least as once in every year, pay over to the T'rea.
surer of said Society, when required by their vote,
the interest or proceeds of any estate or funds held by
them for the use and benefit of said Society : Provided
however, thatifany donation, legacy or devise shall be
expressly limited by the donor or testator thereof, to
T'rustees by him or her particularly named, the same
shall enuve to the use and benefit of said Society, in
such manner and under such limitations as shall be
consistent with the intention of such donor or testator.

Skc. 4. Be it further enacted, That whenever any
vacancy shall happeu in the Board of T'rustees above-
named, by death, resignation or otherwise, the same
shall be forthwith filled by the said Society by ballot, vacancies ai-
at a meeting, to be called for that purpose, by any Jug.l¢d v
tice of the Peaee agreeably to the provisions of this
act, or the by-laws of the said Society.

Sec, 5. Be it further enacted, That Thomas Clark,

Tisq. of Watertown shall have power to appoint and
notify the first meeting of said Society, for the purpose First meeting,
of organizing the same, by the choice of a Clerk and

Proyise.



368

Annual meet-
ings,

Power (o sell
fands,

ST. ANDREWS LANDS. = Dec. 14, 1516,

other proper officers, and of estabhshmg such by-laws
as may be necessary for the future convenient manage
ment of the concerns of the said Corporation. .

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the
duty of the Clerk of the said Soclety, on his being elected
to that office, to take an oath before some Justice of
the Peace for the faithful discharge of the duties of his
office, and fto notify the Members of said Society to
meet annually in the months: of March or April, to
elect proper officers, and to transact the business of the -
Bociety 5 and all other meetings which shall be neces-
sary aceording to'the provisions of this act, by giving
such notice as shall be dqucted by the by-laws of szud
Society.

[Approved by the Governol ) Decembex 14« 1846. ]

CHAP, CVL. -

An Act ‘mthonzmg the Protestant Eplscopa,l paush ot;

St. Andrews, in the county of Plymouth, to sell cer.
tain lands. 1

Src. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate amd House of
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and
by the authority of the same, 'That the Wardens of the
Protestant Episcopal parish of 8t. Andrews, in the
county of Plymouth, for the time being, be, and they
are hereby authorized to make sale of two pieces of
land lying in the town of Scituate, in said county, con-
taining seveu acres and six rods, granted said parish, by
Addington Davenport, at public auction, at any time and
place they may think proper, giving thirty days pre-
vious notice of the time and place of said sale, by post-
ing up, in some public place in the town of Hanover and
Sclttmte, notilications thereof ; and said Wardens are
hereby authorized to make and execute good and suffi-
cient deeds of said real estate to the person or persons
who shall bid the most therefor, at said auction ;5 and
the person or persons to whom said deed or deeds shall
be executed as aforesaid, shall, by virtue thereof, b@
seized of said real esta.te.
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- 8xc. 2. Be it further enacted, That the money ari-
sing from the sale of said real estate, when received by

369

said Wardeus, shall be paid over to the Trustees of the Appropriation

fund, for the support of religious worship in said parish,
and be added to said fund, and considered hereafter
as part of the same ; and the interest accruing on the
money which may be produced by the sale of said lands,
shall be annually appropriated for the support of the
Gospel Ministry in the said Episcopal Parish of 8t, An.-
drews, and for no other purpose whatever.

[Approved by the Governor, December 14, 1816.]

Y

CHAP. CVIL

An Act to incorporate the First Congregational Parish
in Woburn.

Sec. 1. IBE it enacted by the Senate and House

of moneys.

af Represeniatives, in General Court assembled, and

by the authority of the same, That all the inhabitants
of the town of Woburn, with all the lands in said town,
(except such inhabitants and such lands as do by law
belong to some other parish or religious society, or are
exempt by law from parish charges in said town of Wo.
burn) be, and they are hereby incorporated into a parish,
by the name of The Kirst Congregational Parish in
‘Woburn, subject to all the duaties, and vested with all
the rights and privileges, to which parishes are by law
entitled.

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That the votes and
proceedings of the said town of Woburn relative to pa-
rish business, and the votes and proceedings of a paro-
chial nature of the said inhabitants, hereby incorpora.
ted, under whatever name they may have acted, are
hereby confirmed and made valid to all intents and
purposes, as if the same votes and proceedings had been
given and transacted in a legal meeting of an incorpo-
rated parish. And the said Eirst Congregational Parish
shall be deemed and taken to be successor to the said
town of Woburn, as far as relates to parochial proceed-
ings aforegaid ; and successor to sajd inhabitanis here.

Privilezes
aranted.

Coufirmation.
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tofore acting as a parish or society, in all their pmlsh ‘
rights, and subject to all contracts of a parochial nature,
which may have been made either by said town or said
inhabitants heleby incorporated 3 provided, however, -
that nothing in this act shall take from the town of Wo-
burn aforesaid any rlghts or property to which they are
now legally entitled.

Ske. 3. Be it further enacted That the first meetmg
of the said parish shall be convened by a warrant to be
issued by any Justice of the Peace in the county of
Middlesex, directed to any principal Member of said
parish, requiring him to warn the Members of said pa-
rish to meet at a suitable tlme and place, to be appomt-
ed in said warrant.

[Approved by the Grovemol Deeember 14, 1816. ]

CHAP. CVIII

An Act to chano'e the names of certaln pelsons thelem
mentloned

BE it enacted b Y the Senate (md House

of Representatwes tn General Court assembled, and .

by the authority of the same, That from and after the
passing of this act, John Platts of Rowley, in the coun-
ty of Kssex, shall be allowed to take the name of Lu-
ther Platts Palmer; that Zierubbabel Kemp of Marble-
head, in the same county, shall be allowed to take the
name of Henry Kemp; that TirzahNewcomb of Green-
field, in the county of Franklin, shall be allowed to take
the name of Tirzah Smead ; that Amelia Greenough of
Boston, in-the county of Qﬁuholk shall be allowed te
take the name of Laura Ann Gleenough that Gideon
Snow, jun. of said Boston, shall be allowed to take the
name of Gideon Theodore Snow ; that Lemuel Billings
of said Boston, shall be allowed to take the name of
Henry Lemuel Billings ; that Ira Blanchard of Wey-
mouth, in the county of Norfolk, shall be allowed to
take the name of Ira Henry Thomas Blanchard ; that
Joseph Cabot of said Boston, shall be allowed to take
the name of Joseph Sebastian Cabot; that John Rice
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of Salem, shall be allowed to take the name of John
Parker Rice ; that Asahel Plympton of said Boston,
shall be allowed to take the name of Alexander Plymp-
ton ;5 that Nathaniel Emmons, son of Samuel Emmons
of said Boston, shall be allowed to take the name of
Nathaniel Henry Emmons ; that James Moulton of
Westhorough, in the county of Worcester, shall be al-
lowed to take the name of Elijah Russell ; and that
George Lyman, son of Theodore Lyman of said Bos-
ton, shall be allowed to take the name of George Wil.
liams Lyman ; And said persons shall in future be
respectively known and called by the names which they
are respectively allowed to take as aforesaid, and the
same shall be considered as their only proper names to
all intents and purposes.

[Approved by the Governor, December 14, 1816.]

CHAP. CIX.

An Act concerning Jurors in the county of Suffolk.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
dhe authority of the same, That from and after the pas-
sing of this act, the Clerks of the Supreme Judicial
Court within the county of Suffolk, and for the counties

e

of Suffolk and Nantucket, shall not be required to issue wiit of veuire

any writ of venire facias, to the vespective Constables ficias:

in the towns in said county of Suffelk, to summon any
Traverse Jurors to attend at the term of the Supreme
Judicial Court which is bolden annually in the month
of March, nor at any law term of the said Court within
said county of Suffolk, any act or law to the contrary
notwithstanding : Provided, however, that the said Su-
preme Jadicial Court may at any time divect the Clerks
of said Court to issue one or more writs of venire fa-
cias, to the respective Constables of the towns within
said county of Suffolk, to summon Fraverse or other
Jurors to attend said Court at any term thereof in said

Frovise.
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county of Suffolk, whenever the same shall be deemed

expedient by the said Supreme Judicial Court. 2
[Approved by the Govelnor Decembel 141, 1816 ]

[N

CHAP. CX.

An Aect in addition to an act, entitled ¢ An act to
enable certain Banks in this bommonwe'ﬂth to settle v
and close then concerns. ” . : «

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the same, That all the Banks men-
tioned in the act-entitled ¢ An act to enable certain

Prolongationof Banks in this Commonwealth to settle and close their

&me,

concerns,” shall be, and they hereby are continued
bodies corporate, for all the purposes for which the
said act was passed, for the further term of three years
from the passing of this aet; and that the said act be,
and the same is hereby continued in force until the

“expiration of the said term of three years. .

[ Approved by the Governor, December 14&, <-1816.“]

CHAP. OXI.

An Act in addition to an act, entitled ¢ An act for the
relief of Poor Debtors.”

EE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the same, That from and after the
first day of January next, whenever any person shall

Writs may be gue out a writ of execution, upon a judgment founded

altared,

on a former judgment, which original judgment was
rendered in a suit founded on contlact the Clerk of
the Court, or Justice of the Peace, granting such
writ of execution, shall so vary the form of the exe-
ontion, that the same shall not run against the body
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of the debtor, and such debtor shall not be liable to
be arrested, imprisoned, or committed to gaol, upon
any such execution, unless the amount of the debt, or
damage, for which the original judgment was render-
ed, shall exceed the sum of five dollars.

[Approved by the Governor, December 14, 1816.]

CHAP. OXIL

An Act in addition to an act entitled ¢ An act for the
due regulation of Licensed Houses.”

Sec. 4. I E it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the same, That from and after the first
day of April, which will be in the year of our Lord
one thousand eight hundred and seventeen, no person

873

shall presume to be a Confectioner within the town of regulation o
Boston, in the county of Suffolk, except such person be covfectioners”

first duly licensed, aceording to law, by the Justices of
the Court of Sessions, of the same county, in Court as-
sembled, on pain of forfeiting the sum of fifty dollars.
And if any person shall at any time presume to be a
Confectioner within the town of Boston, without li-
sence therefor, duly had and obtained according te
law, or if any Confectioner in said town shall pre-
sume to sell any spirituous liquors, or any mixed
liquors, part of which is spirituous, or shall suffer any
person to be drinking spirituous liquors in his or her
bouse, store, or other place of business, or if any Con-
fectioner or Victualler, as herein after described, shall
keep open his or her house, store or other place of
business, and entertain any person therein after ten
of the clock of the evening of any working day, or on
any part of the Lord’s day or evening, such Confec-
tioner or Vietnaller, in anywise so offending, shall,
on convietion thereof, forfeit and pay for each offence.
a fine of ten dollars, with costs of prosecution.

Sec. 2. Beit further enacied, That it shall be the
duty of the Selectmen of the town of Boston, to cer-
tify, from time to time, to the said Court of Sessions,

shops,
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what number of Victuallers the said Selectmen judge
necessary in the said town of Boston, for the public
convenience, who shall not be required to furnish ac-
commodations for horses or cattle, or lodgings for
travellers or other persons, and shall make return to
the said Court of the names and places of business of
all persons who may be so approved by them as Vic-
tuallers of the description aforesaid; and the said
Court of Sessions may thereupon license such persong
as Victuallers as aforesaid, in the manner and for the
term of time as set forth with respect to Innholders
and other licenced persons in the act to which this is
in addition. o R i

See. 8. Be it further enacted, That no person shall
presume to exercise the trade or business of a Con-
fectioner, within the said town of Boston, unless he or
she shall have been first recommended as a suitable
person therefor by the Selectmen of the said town of
Boston to the Court of Sessions, and shall have been
licensed by the said Court of Sessions therefor, in like
manner and for the same term of time as is provided in

" the act to which this is in addition, for Innholders and

Retailers. And in all licenses hereafter to be granted
to any Victaaller, Confectioner, Innholder, or Retailer
of spiritous liquors, within the said town of Boston, the
street, lane, alley or other place within the said town,
shall be specified where such licensed person shall car-
ry on and exercise his or her respective employment,
and such licease shall not protect such person for car-
rying on and exercising his or her said employment in
any place which is not therein so speciiied. And every
person, so as aforesaid licensed, shall, before he or she
shall commence or carry on and exercise his or her
employment, cause 2 sign to be fixed upon a conspicu-
ous place on the front of his or her house, shop, or
other place of business, with his or her name painted,
and with the business of Innholder, Retailer, common
Victualler or Coufectioner, for which he or she shall
have been so licensed, thereen expressed; and no li-
cense shall protect any person in the exercise of his or
her said employment, until he or she shall have com.
plied with this provision, ' :

. Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That the Selectmen
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of the town of Boston be, and hereby are authorized
and empowered to appoint from time to time so many
pr udent and Jl1d1010l15 persons, as T'ythingmen of the Tythingmen.
said town, as in their opinion the public good may re-
quire, and for such term of time as they may think fit,
and the same to remove from office at their pleasme
And the said Tythingmen, so appointed, shall be sworn
to the faithful dlscharge of the duties of their said of-
fice, before they shall enter upon the same 5 and it shall
be the daty of the said Tythingmen, at al} times, care-
fully to inspect all licensed houses, shops-or other pla:
ces within the said town of Boston, and of all offences
against this act, and of all disorders or offences which
shall at any time come to their knowledge to have been
committed therein, duly to inform, so that presecutions
may be thereupon duly commenced ; and such Tything-
men are hereby authorized and empowered to enter in-
to any licensed house, shop or other place, and inte any
‘rooms or apartments of the same upon the Lord’s day,
to the end that they may ascertain whether the laws
regulating the same are duly observed ; and in case
any person having a license, or any other person under
him or her, or having charge of such licensed house,
shop or other place, shall refuse to admit any such
Tythingman into the same, or into any rooms or apart- Fines and for-
ments therein, such licensed person, or other person ™™
under him or her, so refusing, shall, upon conviction
thereof, forfeit and pay a fine of ten dollars, with costs
of prosecution ; and the license of such person shall
thereupon be forfeited ; nor shall a license to such per-
son be renewed, except upon the recommendation of the
Selectmen to the Court of Sessions, who may thereupon
renew the same if they shall think fit so to do.

Src. 5. Be it further enacted, That all fines and
penalties, which ave specified in this act, or forfeitures
incurred under the same, or under the act to which this
is in addition, within the town of Boston, shall be pro-
secuted for and recovered by indictments in the Muni-
cipal Court for the town of Boston ; ; and all monies s0 Applicaiion o
paid and received, shall be for the use of the county of "
Suffolk 5 and the GlPik of the said Coart, and likewise
of the Supreme Judicial Court, to which any judgment
ot the said Municipal Court may be carried hy appeal,
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shall certify to the Selectmen of, the tOWn%Gf Boston
within ten days after any couthlon shall be hs in the
same against any person for any breach of this act, or
of the act to which this is in addition, and of final
judgment rendered theleon, the names and Oﬂ’ences of
all persons so convicted, and in all cases of such con-
victions as aforesaid, and of Judgments rendered there-
on, the person so convmted shall, in addition to the fine
or penalty incurred thereby, hkewme forfeit his or her
said license ; which however may be renewed upon re-
commendatmn of the Selectmen, by the Court of Ses-
sions, in manner as is herein before provided. Pro-.
vided, however, that nothing herein. ‘contained shall be
consulered as affecting in any degree the force and va- .
lidity of any existing license, or the right of persons. to
receive and accommodate boardels and lodgers, but the
law respecting the same is to continue as. though thls
act had not passed.

- [Approved by the Govelnor Decembel 14.4, 1816 ]

i

CHAP CXIII .,
An Act authorizing the sale of certain lands in the town
of Westﬁeld, and for othel purposes.

SEc. 1. BE it enacted by the S’enate aind HOuse of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the same, That William bhepard Sam-
uel Fowler, Isaac Welles, Jedediah Taylor, Azariah
Moseley, William Moseley, Frederick Fowler, and
‘William Atwater, be, and they are hereby incor porafe d
into a body pohtlc, by the name of The Trustees of the
Ministerial Fund in" the town of Westfield, and they
and their successors shall continue a body polltlc and
corporate forever ; and they may sue and be sued in all
actions real, personal and mixed, and prosecute or de-
fend the same to final judgment and execution; and
they are authorized to receive and hold any funds ac-
cruing from the sale of any lands, which have been or
shall be hereafter appropriated or granted for the use
of the Congregational Ministry in said town, or any
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funds aceruing for said purpose in any manner what-
ever, not exceeding in the whole the amount of ten
thousand dollars, in trust for the use and benefit of said
Ministry ; and the interest arising the refromto be for-
aver appropriated towards the support of a Congrega-
tional Minister in said towan. ~

Skc. 2. Be it further enacted, That the Trustees a-
foresaid shall forever hereafter hold a meeting in the
town of Westfield, in the month of March annually, the
meeting to be warned by posting up notice thereof in
one or more public places in the said town of Westfield,
fifteen days at least before the time of said meeting: at
such meeting, the major part of the I'rustees present
may elect a ‘Treasurer, with whom the money or seeu-
vities for money constituting the fund, may be deposited,
and who shall, under the control and by the order of
the Trustees, or the major part of them, receive in or
deliver up, such money or securities ; and the person
go chosen shall give bond, if required, at the discretion
of the Trustees, for the faithful performance of his du-
ty s and the major part of the Trustees present at such
meeting, are empowered to choose a Clerk annually, to
keep a record of the proceedings and doings of the
JTrustees ; and the Trustees are further empowered,
from time to time, at any of their meetings called in the
manner aforesaid, to fill up the vacancies occasioned by
the death, resignation or removal of any of the Trustees,

Suc. 3. Be it further enacted, That the said T'rus-
ees be, and they are hereby empowered to sell the tract
or fracts of land aforesaid, or any part thereof, by pub-
lic or private sale, the approbation of the town, and
the consent of the Congregational Minister for the time
being having been first obtained, and place the proceeds
of the sales on interest, with good security, for the he-
nefit of said fund.

Src. 4. Be it further enacted, That the Trustees
aforesaid, and their successors in office, be, and they
hereby are invested with sufficient power to receive all
subscriptions, grants, appropriations and donatious,
whether real or personal, that may be hereafter made
for the purpose of supporting a Congregational Minis-
ter in said town ; and place all the money in their hands
as Trustees, on interest with good security at their dis.
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cretion ; and apply the whole of the interest arising
from any funds in their hands, or any part thereof, to-
‘wards the support of the Congregational Ministry in
gaid town ; or for enlarging the fund as the said town
from time to time may order and direct, but not in any-
wise to lesson or make use of any pmt of the principal
of said fund.
Sec. 5. Be it jurther enactcd That the Tmstees
shall, at any time, when required by said town, make a
Roports @fpro—lepOlt in writing of their proceedings, disbursements,
cectivg  yeceipts, and tho state of the fund, and lay the same
before said town, for their mspectlon ; and said town
shall have power to remove any Trustee who shall be
guilty of any breach of trust; and it shall be the duty .
of the Trustees immediately to elect a new member to
supply the vaeancy.
Sec, 6. Be il further enacted, That any Justice of
visst mecting. the Peace for the county of Ha.mpden, upon applica-
tion made to him by any 'Trustee before named, is
authorized to issue his warrant to any Trustee before
named, requiring bhim to notify and warn the first
meeting of said Trustees.

[ Approved by the Governor, December 14_«, 1816 1

UHAP, OXTV.

An Act for regnlating the Fishery in the town of
Gloucester.

FrHEREAS the town of Gloucester, in the
/ county of Essex, have purchased of Zaca.
" xlah Stevens, Fsq. and opened a assage-way through
his Mill-dam, for the fish alle(%j Alewives, into tlm
Cape Pond, so called, and conveyed into it a number
of said ﬁsh, at a consmemble expense, whereby a
great increase has arisen:
"~ SEec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the same, That the taking and dis-
osing of the fish called Alewives, shall be under the
care and management of a Committee of said town, to
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consist of five persons, to be chosen at the annual
town meeting in March or April, who shall be sworn
to the faithful discharge of their duty, and shall dis- Distribution. of
tribute the fish that may be taken by them, or any per.™
son or persons under them, as equally as cireumstances
will admit, to such persons as shall apply for the
same; and for the fish so supplied, the Committee
aforesaid shall demand a sum not exceeding fifty cents
for each hundred of fish, so delivered, and account
with the "I'reasurer of said town for the proceeds
thereof weekly, and settle their final acecount on or
before the last day of September annaally; and the
money arising therefrom shall be paid over to the
Treasurer of said town, and appropriated to the use
of the said towns; and the said Committee shall have
a reasonable allowance for their serviees, and lay
their accounts before the Selectmen of said town, for
approbation and allowance, or or before the last day
of November annually.

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said Com-
mittee, or either of them, shall have full power and
authority to remove from or out of the rivers, brooksowersof com-
or streams, leading to the said Pond, any obstructions ™"
that may be made to the free passing of said fish into
the said pond, or repassing from thence into the sea;
and the said Committee, or either of them, (or of such
persen or persons as shall be employed by them) go-
ing on the land of any person or persons for this pur-
pose shall not be deemed or held guilty of trespass.
Aud the said Committee, or the major part of them,
shall determine the particular places where the said
fish shall be taken, and give public notice thereof by
posting up one or more notifications in some conspicu-
ous place or places in the said town, on or before the
first day of May annually : Provided however, that Provise,
the said fish shall not he taken any more than three
days in each week, at the discretion of the Committee,
and only between the rising and the setting of the sun,
on said days: JAnd provided also, that the said Com-
mittee, or any other person under them, shall not be
authorized to appoint any suchplace for fishing on the
lands of John Manning, Esq. without his consent.

SEC. 8, Be it further enacted, That no person shall
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cateh or take any of the said fish in any river, brook,
or stream leading to, or from the said pond, Wlthout
the direction of the said Committee, or the major part
of them, in writing; and whoever shall presume at
any time hereafler to take, kill, or ‘haul on shore any
of the said fish, with seines or drag nets in either of
the rivers, or ponds, brooks or streams. through which
the said fish pass into the said Cape Pond, or shall
with any seine or drag net, or in any other way, ob-
struct the passage of the saul fish, to or from the said
pond, or shall obstruct the said Committee, or either
of them, (or those persons employed by them,) in'the
execution of their duty, in all and every of these cases,
the offenders shall, for each offence, Forfeit and - pay
a sum not exceedlno‘ twenty dolla,rs, nor less than ﬁve
dollars with costs of suit. ~
Skc. 4. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the
duty of the said Committee, or either of them, and
they are hereby vested with full ‘power and authority
Recovary of  to sue for and recover in the name of the I'reasurer of
fines. said town, from time to time, all fines and forfeitures
incurred by any breach of this act, before any Justice
of the Peace for the county of Essex ; and any Jus-
tice of the Peace of the town of Gloucester may hear
and determine any complaint under this act, to the
amount of twenty dollars, his being an inhabitant of
the said town nolwithstanding 5 and in case any minov
or minors shall offend against any part of this act, and
thereby incur any or either of the penalties afolesald
in all such cases, the parent, master or gnardian ofsuch
minor or minors shall be answerable therefor ; and in
case of prosecution of such minor or minors, the action
shall be commenced against the parent, mastex or guar-
dian of such minor or minors, respectively, and judg-
ment rendered accordingly ; and all such fines shall be
to the use of said town, saving where any person shall
give information of any breach of this act, the informer,
upon conviction of the offender, shall be entitled to one
half the forfeiture ; and no person shall be considered
as disqualified from being a witness on any trial that
may be had pursuant to this act, on account of his be-
ing an inhabitant of the said town of Gloucestel, or of
his being one of the Committee aforesaid.
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Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the
duty of the Committee aforesaid to take care that a
sufficient passage be kept open annually for the young
Alewives to pass from the said pond to the sea.

[Approved by the Governor, December 14, 1816.]

CHAP. CXV.

An Act to incorporate the Corban Society.

Skc. 1. I3E it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the same, That Mary Mason, Sarah
Dunn, Isabella Homes, Susan Huntington, Margaret
¢. Welsh, Mary Codman, Margaret Phillips, Han- percons incor-
nah B. Tyler, Elizabeth Rogers, Phebe Cutler, Mar. rorated:
tha Ropes, and their associates to be elected into the
Society from among the annual subseribers to the same
institution, be, and they hereby are incorporated into
a Society, by the name of The Corban Society, to aid
and assist Candidates for the Gospel Ministry with
the means of instruction and subsistence ; and for this
purpose shall be a Corporation forever, with power to powersandpi-
have a common seal, to make contracts relative to the vileges
objects of their institution, to sue, and be sued, to es.
iablish by-laws and orders for the regulation of the
goid Society, and for the preservation and application
of the funds thereof ; provided the same be not repug- Proviso.
nant to the constitution or laws of this Common.
wealth; to take, hold, and possess any estate, real or
personal, by subscription, gift, grant, purchase, devise,
or otherwise, and the same to improve, lease, exchange,
or sell and convey for the sole benefit of the said insti-
tation 3 provided, that the value of the real estate of
said Society, shall never exceed twenty thousand dol-
lars, and the anuual income of the whole estate of said
Society shall not exceed two thousand dollars.
Skc, 2. Be it further enacted, That every married
woman belonging to said Society, who shall, with the Liability.
sonsent of her husband, receive any of the money or
nther property of sald Society, shall thereby render
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her said husband accountable therefor, to said So-
ciety : And every woman, whether sole or married
who shall subscribe and pay to the funds of said So-
ciety, the sum of two dollars annually, and be voted
in by a majority of the Directors, shall become a Mem-
ber of said Society; liable, however, to be removed,
whenever she shall refuse or neglect to pay her annual
subseription. o
Sec. 8. Be it further enacted, That said Society
shall meet in Boston, on the last Monday in Septem-
Anuual election ber annually, for thie purpose of electing, by ballot,
PO from their Members, a President, Vice-President, Se-
cretary, Treasurer, and nine Assistauts ; all which of-
ficers shall hold their said offices for one year, and
until others shall be elected to succeed them ; and the
BDirectors for the time being, shall publish the time
and place of each annual meeting, in two of the news-
papers, or by written notifications, at least seven days
before the time of holding the same; and at all such
annual meetings, twelve Members shall consiitute a
quorum ; the Directors shall meet on the last Monday
in December, March and June, alse on their own ad-
journments, and at the call of the President ; and any
seven of them shall constitute a quorum.  Any Mem.
ber may be dismissed at an annual meeting by the
voice of lwo thirds of the Members present, the dis-
mission having been proposed at the preceding annual
meeting,. , IR =
Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That the Treasurer
Quaificationsof 0f s2id Society shall be a single woman, of the age of
president.  fwenty-one years or upwards, and shall give bond with
sufficient surety or sureties, to account annually, or of-
tener if required by said Society or the Board of Di-
rectors, for all money and other property of said Soci-
ely coming iuto her hands, and in general to discharge
the duties of her said office with fidelity. »
Sec. . Be it further enacted, That the Board of
Bowd of diveo- Plirectors for the time being, shall have the manage-
tors. . . s e .
ment and application of all the subscriptions, donations,
funds and estate of the Socjety, to be appropriated sole-
Iy for the use of the Society ; and no sale or transfer of
auny real or personal estate of said Society shall be va-
tid unless approved by them ; and no money shall be

“Disniissals.
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paid out of the Treasury, except by their order; they
shall likewise have authority, at their discretion, to aid
such indigent young men as may be recommended to
them, whom they may judge to be suitable objects of
charity, to enjoy the benefits of the Institution. And
the Directors shall have authority to establish any rules
and regulations for the proceedings of the Board and
the concerns of said Society, not repugnant to the con-
stitution or laws of this Commonwealth, or the by-laws
of said Bociety. , S I ,

Skc. 6. Be it further enacted, "That any writ or pro-
cess against said Corporation may be served by the of-
ficers leaving an attested copy thereof with the "I'rea-
surer of said Society, or at her usual place of residence,
thirty days before the return day thereof ; and the said
Treasurer, or any Agent, appointed for that purpose by
the Society or by the Directors, may appear by Attor.
ney, and defend or prosecute any suit in hehalf of said
Bociety.

Sec. 7. Be it further enacted, That all instruments
of conveyance or eontract, which may lawfully be made
by said Society, if approved by the Board of Directors,
shall be signed by the President or Vice-President, and
gountersigned by the Secretary, and if necessary, seal-
ed by the common seal of said Society ; and when so
executed, shall bind the said Society and be valid in
law.

[Approved by the Governor, December 14, 1816.]

CHAP. CXVI.

An Act to establish a Fund for the support of the Min-
istry in the town of Wilton.

Sec. 1. IDE it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the same, That Joseph Webster, Isaac
Hathaway, Jun. Timothy Woodward, Nathan Wing,
Micah Covell, Silas Gould, all of the town of Wilion,
be, and they are hereby constituted a body politic
and corporate, by the name of the Trustees of the

Donations,

May be sued”

Conveyancgs.
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Ministerial Fund in the town of Wiltdn- Aﬁd ‘the

Powers of tros- said - T'rustees in their said capacity, shall ‘have

tees&assoclates

ower according to theu Dbest discretion, to sell the
_public lot of land in the said town, which,in the origi-
nal grant thereof, was reserved for the suppmt of the

Ministry in the said town ; and the monies arisiug from

the said sale, to place at iritelfest‘, in the manner provi-
ded by this act, which monies shall be a fund for the
support of the Ministry in said town ; and the number
of the said Trustees shall never exceed mne, nor be less
than six, any five of whom may be a quoram for doing
business ; and the said Trustees shall annually elect
by written votes, a OChairman, and also & Clerk, to rve-

cord and certify their domﬂ"s, and a Treasurver tomcelve, :

Maysue and be keep, and apply the monies belonging to the said Min-

sued,

isterial ¥ und, as is herein directed ; and the said Trea-
surer shall give bends, with two suﬂiment sureties, for
the faithful disch‘uge of his trust ; and the said Trus-.

tees may keep and use a common qeal subject to alter-

ation at their pleasure, and by their corporate name a.-
foresaid may sue and be sned, in any action; real, per-

Roution of of- sonal or mixed, and may presecute and defen.d the

fice,

Hay sell land,

same to final Judv‘ment and exeeution. ~

SEc 2. Be it further enacted, 'That one of the said
"Frustees shall annually retire, beglnmmﬁ~ and proceed.
ing accordingly by seniority of age, and such vacancy
shall be supplied by election of the freeholders at their
annual town meeting, for the choice of town officers
and in like manner any vacancy may be supplied, which
may happen by death, resignation, misconduct, infirm-
ity, removal out of the town, or any other cause, which
in the judgment of the said freeholders, shall be suf-
ficient for declaring and filling such vacancy, so hap-
pening, and they may also remove any officer or agent
by them employed, when they may see sufficient cause.

See. 8. He it further enacted, That the said Trus.
tees be, and they are hereby empowered, at such time
as in their discretion they may-judge most suitable, to
gell and convey the public lot, reserved for the use of
the Ministry in the said town of Wilton 5 and to make,
execute, acknowledge and deliver a good and sufficient
deedor deeds there@f which being signed by theTreasur-
er, and counter s18ned by the Clerk of the said Corpora-
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tion, with their seal affixed, shall be good and effectual
in law, to pass and convey the fee simple from the
town to the purchaser ; and the monies arising from
the sale of the Ministry lot shall be put at interest as
soon as may be, and secured by mortgage on real -
estate to the full value of the property sold, or money
loaned, or by two or more sureties with the principal,
nnless the said Trustees shall think it more expedient

to invest the same in public funded securities or bank Av

stock, at their discvetion § and all donations, grants, be-°
quests or legacies which may he hereafter-made and
given to the said fund, for the support of the Ministry
in the said town of Wilton, shall be appropriated to the
same purpose, in the manner and within the restrictions
and provisions made in this act § and the interest and
profits only arising from the said funds, shall be used
and applied for the benefit of the Ministry in the said
~town; and it shall never be in the power of the said
town to alienate, alter, or vary the appropriations of the
said funds. And the said Trustees and all the other
Officers of the said Corporation, for the services they
may perform, shall receive no compensation out of the
said funds, interests, or profits aforesaid, but a reasona-
ble compensation for such services may be paid to them
by the said town when they may see cause.

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, 'That the said Trus.

‘385

ropristion

tees and each of them, severally, shall be responsible Responsititity

to the town for their personal neglect or misconduect,
whether they be officers or not, and liable to prosecu-
tion for any loss or damage to the said funds arising
thereby : and the debt or damage recovered in such
suit shall be considered as belonging to the said funds,
and applied accordingly. And atevery annual meeting
of the said town, in the month of March or April, the
"Trustees shall exhibit a true and fair statement of their
doings, and of the condition of the said funds.

Sgc. 5. Be it further enacted, That any Justice of

of trustees,

the Peace for the county of Kennebec, is hereby em- Wurant for

powered upon application therefor, to issue a warrant,
directed to one of the Trustees named in this act, re-
quiring him to notify and warn a meeting of the said
Frustees to meet at sueh convenient time and place as
- shall be appointed in the said warrant, to organize the
49

meetings,
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said Corporation, by the election and. appomtment of

its officers 5 and the said Corporation when duly organi-

zed, may adopt and settle the way and means of calhng
and notifying future meetmms. i ~ :

[Approved by the Governor, December Mc, 18165]

| ‘GHAProxwiLﬁ“

=

An Act to apportmn and assess a Tax of one lmndred

~ and thirty-three thousand three hundred and forty-

~ two dollars, and thirty-two cents ; and to provide
for the reimbursement of twenty-eight thousand four
hundred and twelve dollars, paid out of the public
T'reasury, to the Members of the House of Repre-
sentatlves, for their attendance at the two last ses-
sions of the General Court. ;

~ [Approved by the Governor, December 14, 1816]

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.
‘., —— !

, Secrétary’s Office, March 21,1817,
I hereby ceutify, the(' the Laws eontained in this pamphlet, passed at the session
of the General Court, begiuning the 13th of November, and ending the 14th of Decem-
ber, 1816, hive been examined and compared with the originals in this office, and ap-
pear to be correet, excepting in one instance, viz. :—page 324, 12th line from_bottom,,

instead of “ Salem Academy,” it should read “Salem Street Academy.”
ALDEN BRADFORD; :
Secrétary of the Commonweglth, -
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