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SENATE 

Tuesday, April 26, 1955 

Senate called to, Order by the Pres­
ident. 

Prayer by Rev. Alice T. Hart Df 
HallDwell. 

JDurnal Df April 22 read and ap­
prDved. 

House Papers 
House Committee Reports 

Leave to Withdraw 
The CDmmittee Dn TranspDrtatiDn 

Dn Bill "An Act Relating to, Weight 
of CDmmercial Vehicles." (H. P. 
804) (L. D. 878) repDrted that the 
same be granted Leave to, Withdraw, 
as cDvered by other legislatiDn. 

The same CDmmittee Dn Bill "An 
Act Relating to, Axle Weight Limits." 
m. P. 1140) (L. D. 1337) rep Dr ted 
that the same be granted Leave to, 
Withdraw. 

Which repDrts were read and ac­
cepted in CDncurrence. 

Ought Not to Pass 
The same CDmmittee Dn Bill "An 

Act Relating to, Fees fDr MDtDr Ve­
hicle InspectiDn StatiDns." m. P. 
173) (L. D. 164) repDrted that the 
same Ought nDt to, pass. 

The same CDmmittee Dn Bill "An 
Act Relating to, Binding Df LDgs and 
Lumber Dn Mo,tDr Vehicles." (H. P. 
569) (L. D. 617) repDrted that the 
same Ought nDt to, pass. 

The same CDmmittee Dn Bill "An 
Act Relating to, Exhaust Pipes Dn 
Certain MDtDr Vehicles." (H. P. 
1084) (L. D. 1245) rep Dr ted that the 
same Ought nDt to, pass. 

The same CDmmittee Dn Bill "An 
Act Relating to, MDvement Dn High­
ways Df Rubber MDunted Cranes." 
m. P. 1097) (L. D. 1280) repDrted 
that the same Ought nDt to, pass. 

The same CDmmittee Dn Bill "An 
Act Relating to, Length Df Certain 
MDtDr Vehicles and LDads There­
Dn." m. P. 1141) (L. D. 1338) repDrt­
ed that the same Ought nDt to, pass. 

Which repDrts were severally read 
and accepted in CDncurrence. 

Ought to Pass 
The CDmmittee Dn EducatiDn Dn 

Bill "An Act Relating to, Determin· 
atiDn Df Physical Disability by De-

partment Df EducatiDn." (H. P. 979) 
(L. D. 1127) repDrted that the same 
Ought to, pass. 

CDmes frDm HDuse, repDrt accept­
ed and bill passed to, be engrDssed 
as amended by HDuse Amendment 
A (Filing 337) 

In the Senate, the rePDrt was read 
and accepted in CDncurrence, the 
bill read Dnce, HDuse Amendment 
A read and adDpted in CDncurrence, 
and the bill as amended tDmDrrDw 
assigned fDr secDnd reading. 

The same CDmmittee Dn Bill "An 
Act Relating to, General PurpDse Ed­
ucatiDnal Aid." m. P. 645) (L. D. 
722) repDrted that the same Ought 
to, pass. 

The Cemmittee on Towns and 
CDunties Dn Bill "An Act Increasing 
Salaries Df CDunty Officials Df Saga­
dahDc CDunty." m. P. 802) (L. D. 
876) reported that the same Ought 
to, pass. 

Which repDrts were read and ac­
cepted in CDncurrence, the bills read 
Dnce and tDmDrrDw assigned fDr sec­
Dnd reading. 

Ought to Pass 
N.D. - Same Title 

The CDmmittee Dn Agriculture Dn 
Bill "An Act Relating to, Member­
ship on State Seil CDnservatiDn Com­
mittee." m. P. 634) (L. D. 711) re­
pDrted the same in New Draft (H. 
P. 1193) (L. D. 1460), same title, 
and that it Ought to, pass. 

CDmes frDm the HDuse, repDrt ac­
cepted and bill in new draft passed 
to, be engrDssed as amended by 
Heuse Amendment A (Filing 334) 

In the Senate, the repDrt was read 
and accepted in CDncurrence, the bill 
read Dnce, HDuse Amendment A 
read and adDpted in CDncurrence, 
and the bill in new draft as amended 
was tDmDrrDw assigned fer secDnd 
reading. 

Ought to Pass 
N.D. - New Title 

The CDmmittee Dn TDwns and 
CDunties en Bill "An Act Relative 
to, the Salary of the Judge of the 
Brunswick Municipal CDUrt." (H. 
P. 508) (L. D. 545) repDrted the same 
in New Draft m. P. 1206) (L. D. 
1475) and under New Title: Bill "An 
Act Relative to, the Salary Df the 
Judge and the RecDrder and Clerk 
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Hire of the Brunswick Municipal 
Court." and that it Ought to pass. 

Which report was read and ac­
cepted in concurrence, the bill in 
New Draft read once and tomorrow 
assigned for second reading. 

Ought to Pass-as Amended 
The Committee on Education on 

Bill, "An Aot Relating to Vocational 
Rehabilitation." <H. P. 978) (L. D. 
1126) reported that the same Ought 
to pass as Amended by Committee 
Amendment A (Filing 181) 

Comes from the House, report ac­
cepted, Committee Amendment A in­
definitely postponed, and the bill as 
amended by House Amendment A 
(Filing 336) passed to be engI'ossed. 

In the Senate, on motion by Mr. 
Fuller of Oxford, the report was 
was read and accepted, Commit­
tee Amendment A indefinitely post­
poned in concurrence, House Amend­
ment A read and adopted in con­
currence, and the bill as so amend­
ed was tomorrow assigned for sec­
ond reading. 

The Committee on Agriculture on 
Bill, "An Act to Clarify Laws Re­
lating to Bang's Disease." (H. P. 
286) (L. D. 299) reported that the 
same Ought to pass as Amended by 
Committee Amendment A (Filing 
302) 

The Committee on Judiciary on 
Bill, "An Act Relating to Evidence 
of Intoxication." <H. P. 987) (L. D. 
1135) reported that the same Ought 
to pass as Amended by Committee 
Amendment A (Filing 331) 

The same Committee on Bill, "An 
Act Amending the Charter of the 
Rumford Falls Municipal Court and 
Changing Its Name." m.p. 1044) 
(L. D. 1219) reported that the same 
Ought to pass as Amended by Com­
mittee Amendment A (Filing 330) 

The same Committee on Bill, "An 
Act Relating to Rules and Blanks 
of the Courts of Probate." m. P. 
1122) (L. D. 1320) reported that the 
same Ought to pass as Amended 
by Committee Amendment A (Filing 
329) 

The Committee on Legal Affairs 
on Bill, "An Act to Amend the 
Charter of the City of Bath." m. P. 
1045) (L. D. 1220) reported that the 
same Ought to pass as Amended by 

Committee Amendment A (L. D. 
1474) 

The Committee on Towns and 
Counties on Bill, "An Act to In­
crease the Salary of the Register of 
Deeds of Somerset County." (H. P. 
1168) (L. D. 1403) reported that the 
same Ought to pass as Amended by 
Committee Amendment A (Filing 
325) 

Which reports were severally read 
and accepted in concurrence and the 
bills read once. Committee Amend­
ments A were read and adopted in 
concurrence, and the bills as so 
amended were tomorrow assigned 
for second reading. 

Majority - OTP, N.D., New Title 
Minority - ONTP 

The Majority of the Committee on 
Appropriations and Financial Af­
fairs on Bill, "An Act to Create the 
Department of Industry and Com­
merce and to Amend the Laws Re­
lating to the Department of Labor 
and Industry and Maine Develop­
ment Commission to Conform There­
to." (H. P. 514) (L. D. 620) reported 
that the same Ought to pass in New 
Draft Under New Title: Bill, "An 
Act to Create the Department of 
Development and Industry." 

(Signed) 
Senators: 

COLLINS of Aroostook 
SINCLAIR of Somerset 
CHAPMAN of Cumberland 

Representatives: 
BEAN of Winterport 
CATES of East Machias 
STANLEY of Bangor 
ROGERSON of Houlton 
EDWARDS of Raymond 

The Minority of the same Com­
mittee on the same subject matter 
reported that the bill Ought not to 
pass. 
(Signed) 
Representatives: 

JACOBS of Auburn 
HENRY of North Yarmouth 

Comes from the House, Majority 
Report read and accepted and the 
bill in New Draft passed to be en­
grossed as amended by House 
Amendments: A (Filing 315), B 
(Filing 333) and C (Filing 3441. 

In the Senate, on motion by Mr. 
Collins of Aroostook, the bill and ac­
companying papers were laid upon 
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the table pending acceptance of 
either report and was especially as­
signed for tomorrow. 

Majority-ONTP 
Minority-OTP 

The Majority of the Committee on 
Judiciary on recommitted "Resolve 
Proposing an Amendment to the 
Constitution to Reapportion the 
House of Representatives by a Com­
mission if the Legislature Fails to 
Act." m. P. 1069) (L. D. 1257) re­
ported that the same Ought not to 
pass. 

(Signed) 
Senators: 

REID of Kennebec 
SILSBY of Hancock 
WEEKS of Cumberland 

Representatives: 
EARLES of South Portland 
HANCOCK of York 
NEEDHAM of Orono 
McGLAUFLIN of Portland 
BROWNE of Bangor 

The Minority of the same Com­
mittee on the same subject matter, 
reported that the Resolve Ought to 
pass. 
(Signed) 
Representatives: 

DAVIS of Calais 
MacDONALD of Rumford 

Comes from the House, Majority 
Report, Ought not to pass read and 
accepted. 

In the Senate, on motion by Mr. 
Reid of Kennebec, the Majority Re­
port Ought not to pass, was read 
and accepted in concurrence. 

Majority-ONTP 
Minority-OTP 

The Majority of the Committee 
on Liquor Control on Bill "An Act 
Relating to Sale of Malt Liquor in 
Non-returnable Glass Containers." 
m. P. 374) (L. D. 409) reported 
that the same Ought not to pass. 
(Signed) 
Senators: 

CARPENTER of Somerset 
BOUCHER of Androscoggin 

Representatives: 
PIERCE of Bucksport 
DOSTIE of Winslow 
COTE of Lewiston 
CHARLES of Portland 

The Minority of the same Com­
mittee on the same subject matter, 
reported that the bill Ought to pass. 
(Signed) 
Senators: 

CRABTREE of Aroostook 
Representatives: 

ANTHOINE of Windham 
CHRISTIE of Presque Isle 
RICH of Charleston 

Comes from the House, Minority 
Report read and accepted and the 
bill passed to be engrossed. 

In the Senate, on motion by Mr. 
Crabtree of Aroostook, the bill and 
accompanying papers were laid up­
on the table pending acceptance of 
ei:her report, and was especially 
assigned for later in today's session 
under Orders of the Day. 

Majority-ONTP 
Minority-OTP as Amended 

The Majority of the Committee 
on Veterans and Military Affairs on 
Bill "An Act to Authorize the Is­
suance of Bonds in the Amount of 
Twenty Million Dollars for Bonus to 
Maine Veterans of World War II 
and the Korean Campaign." (H. P. 
1143) (L. D. 1340) reported that the 
same Ought not to pass. 

(Signed) 
Senators: 

WEEKS of Cumberland 
FULLER of Oxford 
BROWN of Washington 

Representatives: 
KIMBALL of Dayton 
MAXWELL of Winthrop 

The Minority of the same Com­
mittee on the same subject matter, 
reported that the bill Ought to pass 
as Amended by Committee Amend­
ment A (Filing No. 252) 

(Signed) 
Representatives: 

JENNINGS of Strong 
V ALLEL Y of Sanford 
DUMAIS of Lewiston 

Comes from the House, Minority 
Report read and accepted and the 
bill passed to be engrossed as 
amended by Committee Amendment 
A. 

In the Senate: 
Mr. WEEKS of Cumberland: Mr. 

President, I move that the Senate 
accept the Majority "Ought not to 
pass" report of the Committee. 
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Thereupon, on motion by Mr. 
Boucher of Androscoggin, the bill 
and accompanying papers were l>aid 
upon the table pending motion by 
Mr. Weeks of Cumberland, that the 
Senate accept the Majority "Ought 
not to pass" report. 

Majority - ONTP 
Minority - OTP 

The Majority of the Committee on 
Veterans and Military Affairs on 
"Resolve Proposing an Amendment 
to the Constitution to Provide for 
a Bonus to Maine Veterans of World 
War II and the Korean Campaign." 
rH. P. 1144) (L. D. 1341) reported 
that the same Ought not to pass. 

(Signed) 
Senators: 

WEEKS of Cumberland 
FULLER of Oxford 
BROWN of Washington 

Representatives: 
KIMBALL of Dayton 
MAXWELL of Winthrop 

The Minority of the same Commit­
tee on the same subject matter, re­
ported that the Resolve Ought to 
pass. 

(Signed) 
Representatives: 

V ALLEL Y of Sanford 
DUMAIS of Lewiston 
JENNINGS of Strong 

Comes from the House, Minority 
Report read and accepted and the 
Resolve passed to be engrossed. 

In the Senate, on motion by Mr. 
Boucher of Androscoggin, the re­
solve and accompanying papers were 
laid upon the table pending accept­
ance of either report. 

Senate Committee Reports 
Ought Not to Pass 

Mr. Weeks from the Committee 
on Judiciary on Bill "An Act Relat­
ing to Compulsory Commitment of 
Persons Infected with Tuberculosis." 
(S. P. 367) (L. D. 1063) reported that 
the same Ought not to pass. 

(On motion by Mr. Chapman of 
Cumberland, tabled pending accept­
ance of the report.) 

The same Senator from the same 
Committee on Bill "An Act Relating 
to Commitment of Children Under 
17 Years of Age." (S. P. 479) (L. 
D. 1348) reported that the same 
Ought not to pass. 

Which reports were read and ac­
cepted. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

Ought to Pass - N.D. 
Mr. Oarpenter from the Commit­

tee on Inland Fisheries and Game 
on Bill "An Act Relating to Size of 
Fish and Number and Weight of 
Catch." (S. P. 186) (L. D. 438) re­
ported the same in New Draft (S. 
P. 550) (L. D. 1488) and that it 
Ought to pass. 

Mr. Reid from the Committee on 
Judiciary on Bill "An Act Relating 
to Hospitalization of the Mentally 
Ill." (S. P. 480) (L. D. 1349) report­
ed the same in New Draft (S. P. 
551) (L. D. 1489) and Under Same 
Title and that it Ought to pass. 

Which reports were read and ac­
cepted, the bills in new draft read 
once and tomorrow assigned for sec­
ond reading. 

Ought to Pass 
as Amended 

Mr. Lessard from the Committee 
on Legal Affairs on Bill "An Act 
Relating to Board of Registration, 
Public Lib a r y Committee and 
Town Clerk in Caribou." (S. P. 
350) (L. D. 959) reported that the 
same Ought to pass as Amended by 
Committee Amendment A. 

Mr. Martin from the same Com­
mittee on Bill "An Act Relating to 
Wards and Their Boundaries in the 
City of Eastport." (S. P. 375) (L. 
D. 1071) reported that the same 
Ought to pass as Amended by Com­
mittee Amendment A. 

Which reports were read and ac­
cepted and the bills read once. Com­
mittee Amendments A were read 
and adopted without reading and the 
bills as so amended were tomorrow 
assigned for second reading. 

Second Readers 
The Committee on Bills in the 

Second Reading reported the follow­
ing bills and resolve: 

House 
Bill "An Act Relating to Age of 

Commitment to State School for 
Boys." rH. P. 1062) (L. D. 1250) 

Which was read a second time 
and passed to be engrossed in con­
currence. 
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Senate 
"Resolve Providing for a Fish 

Sc:reen at the Outlet of China Lake, 
in the Towns of China and Vassal­
boro, in the County of Kennebec." 
'S. P. 549) (L. D. 1490) 

Which was read a second time 
and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

Senate-as Amended 
Bill "An Act Increasing Salary of 

Sheriff of Cumberland County." (S. 
P. 234) (L. D. 570) 

Bill "An Act Relating to Open 
Season on Deer Throughout the 
State." (S. P. 325) (L. D. 890) 

IOn motion by Mr. Carpenter of 
Somerset, tabled pending passage to 
be engrossed.) 

Bill "An Act Relating to Publica­
tion of Specimen Ballots." (S. P. 
4641 (L. D. 1308) 

Bill "An Act Validating Joint Ten­
ancy Deeds." (S. P. 483) (L. D. 
13521 

Which were read a second time 
and passed to be engrossed, as 
amended. 

Sen: down for concurrence. 

Enactors 
The Committee on Engrossed Bills 

reported as truly and strictly en­
grossed, the following bills and re­
solves: 

Bill "An Act Relating to Fraudu­
lent Practices in Operation of Motor 
Vehicles for Profit." (S. P. 111) (L. 
D. 2721 

,On motion by Mr. Butler of 
Franklin, tabled pending passage to 
be enacted.) 

Bill "An Act Relating to Jurisdic­
tion of Cases of Forcible Entry and 
Detainer of Recorders of Municipal 
Courts." (S. P. 220) (L. D. 561) 

Bill "An Act Increasing Salary of 
the Recorder of the South PortIand 
:Vlunicipal Court." (S. P. 357) (L. 
D. 966) 

Bill "An Act Relating to Organi­
zation of Certain Corporations With­
out Capital Stock." (S. P. 482) (L. 
D. 1351) 

Bill "An Act Relating to the 
Tear hing of the Industrial and N at­
ural Resources of Maine." (S. P. 
535' (L. D. 1462) 

Bill "An Aet Providing for Rental 
("ribo,) :vrunicipal Court and 

Presque Isle Municipal Court." (S. 
P. 538) (L. D. 1464) 

Bill "An Act Relating to Real 
Estate Brokers and Salesmen." (H. 
P. 179) (L. D. 186) 

Bill "An Act to Incorporate the 
'Mutual Finance Co.'" (H. P. 427) 
(L. D. 473) 

Bill "An Act to Incorporate the 
Equitable Loan Co." (H. P. 479) (L. 
D. 524) 

Bill "An Act to Incorporate the 
State Finance Co." (H. P. 480) (L. 
D. 525) 

Bill "An Act to Incorporate the 
Beacon Finance Company." (H. P. 
485) (L. D. 530) 

Bill "An Act to Incorporate the 
Tim e Finance Corporation of 
Maine." (H. P. 706) (L. D. 774) 

Bill "An Act to Incorporate Auto 
Finance Co." (II. P. 827) (L. D. 
919) 

Bill "An Act to Incorporate the 
'Portland Thrift Company'." (H. P. 
828) (L. D. 920) 

Bill "An Act to Incorporate the 
New Gloucester Water District." 
(H. P. 930) (L. D. 1059) 

Bill "An Act Relating to Addition­
al Contributions by Employers Un­
der Employment Security Law." 
(II. P. 963) (L. D. 1089) 

(On motion by Mr. Butler of 
Franklin, tabled pending passage to 
be enacted.) 

Bill "An Act Relating to the 
Hunting of Wild Turkeys." (H. P. 
1104) (L. D. 1295) 

Bill "An Act Creating the Eagle 
Lake Water and Sewer District." 
IH. P. 1111) IL. D. 1302) 

Bill "An Act Relating to Advice 
of Public Utilities Commission to 
Towns Concerning Water and Sewer­
age Systems." m. P. 1197) (L. D. 
1466) 

(On motion by Mr. Butler of 
Franklin, tabled pending passage to 
be enacted.) 

Wllic;l bills were severally passed 
to be enacted. 

"Resolve Requesting J u d i cia I 
Council to Study Certain Problems." 
(S. P. 298) (L. D. 806) 

"Resolve in Favor of A. Edwin 
Madden of Gardiner." (S. P. 294) 

"Resolve Closing Little Jim Pond. 
in Franklin and Somerset Counties 
to Fishing Except Fly Fishing." 
IH. P. 260) IL. D. 244) 

"Resolve Regulating Ice Fishing 
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for Trout in St. Croix Lake, Aroos­
took County." (H. P. 661l (L. D. 
737) 

"Resolve Regulating White Perch, 
Bass and Pickerel Fishing in Lake 
Anasagunticook." (H. P. 741) (L. 
D. 822) 

"Resolve Authorizing State High­
way Commission to Study Desirabil­
ity of a Bridge Across the Passa­
gassawaukeag River." (H. P. 1190) 
(L. D. 1453) 

Which res 0 I v e s were finally 
passed. 

Orders of the Day 
The Chair laid before the Senate 

the first tabled and especially as­
signed matter being bill "An Act 
C han gin g Name of Madawaska 
Training School to Fort Kent State 
Normal School." (S. P. 342) (L. 
D. 951) tabled by that Senator on 
April 22 pending passage to be en­
grossed. 

Mr. DOW of Lincoln: Mr. Presi­
dent, I would like to have this item 
retabled until tomorrow for the pur­
pose of getting more information 
which is necessary. 

The motion prevailed and the bill 
was laid upon the table pending pas­
sage to be engrossed and was espe­
cially assigned for tomorrow. 

The Chair laid before the Senate 
the second tabled and assigned mat­
ter being bill, An Act Relating to 
Sale of Malt Liquor in non-return­
able Containers H. P. 374, L. D. 409, 
tabled earlier in today's session 
pending acceptance of either report, 
by the Senator from Aroostook, Sen­
ator Crabtree. 

Mr. CHABTREE of Aroostook: 
Mr. President and members of the 
Senate, last Friday I happened to 
attend - well I didn't just happen 
to be there, I went there PClrticular­
ly to hear the debate on this meas­
ure relating to sale of malt liquor 
in non-returnable glass containers. 
If I had heard that debate in Jan­
uary I might have been slightly sur­
prised, but I was not one particle 
surprised to hear approximately 
twenty duly elected representatives 
of the people give their sincere ap­
proval and convey the voices of their 
constituents to that Body. The vote I 
believe was 76 to 25, approximately 
three to one for this measure. It was 
a sincere debate and the experi­
ences of those representatives who 

spoke in favor of the bill very near­
ly approximated my own experi­
enc'es since the hearing before the 
Liquor Control Committee some 
weeks ago. At that hearing and 
since that time such groups as the 
Federated Women's Clubs of the 
State of Maine, the garden clubs, 
the press almost one hundred per­
cent, the Grange and a great many 
individuals have communicated with 
me, or I have seen their attitude 
and know full well that the people 
of the state of Maine are aroused 
in regard to the condition of beer 
bottles along our highways and on 
the beaches. 

I don't believe in the State of 
Maine we have any more than a 
normal number of conservative peo­
ple, sometimes referred to as close 
chewers and tight spitters, but I 
have a great regard even for those 
people who fail to see any enjoy­
ment or any value in spending a 
half day of their time cleaning up 
the ditches and fields before they 
dare to run their machinery over 
those fields on account of broken 
bottles and bottles that are not 
broken. 

I believe that the citizens, the vot­
ers who sent us here are aroused 
about this situation and they are in 
a demanding mood, and that is cer­
tainly the impression that I got 
over at the House last Friday. I 
thought of possibly tabling this meas­
ure so that the members of the 
Senate could read the proof of that 
meeting, but I can't find the proof 
of that date and anyway, it might 
just as well be settled one time as 
another. 

I have had so many letters on 
this that they themselves speak with 
a loud voice. They come from al­
most all of the counties-not all. 
They are not confined to my county 
of Aroostook by any means although 
those seem to mean more to me 
because I could identify some of the 
substantial citizens and farmers up 
there who wrote decrying that situ­
ation and in no uncertain terms, 
very very simple language that I 
could understand, they directed me 
to do what I could about it and 
that is what I am trying to do. 

Now it seems to me from quite a 
careful survey of the sit,;ation that 
there are certain main highways, 
through ways, toll roads possibly 
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where the condition is not as bad 
as it is in others. I can't explain 
that except that possibly people who 
throw these bottles out of their cars 
don't do it on roads on which there 
is a great deal of traffic. 

I made a note of a letter I had 
from Cherryfield where the good 
lady had gone around among her 
neighbors and got a great number of 
people to sign her petition. Other 
letters would portray the condition 
of live stock that got cut by broken 
bottles along the highway and near­
by fields where they were thrown. 
It seems also that there are quite 
a number of cases where these 
modern hay presses will pick up 
these bottles and in the process, will 
break them, and cows evidently eat 
everything that is put before them 
including the broken glass and there 
are quite a number of instances 
where serious damage has been 
done. 

I think it is worthy of note that 
in Vermont they had a similar 
measure two years ago, operative 
for only two years and after a great 
deal of debate and I would think a 
full amount of interest, only recently 
they have re-enacted a similar 
measure for another two years. An­
other thing which I think we should 
consider is the fact that the Coca 
Cola people being, I think better 
public relations people than the beer 
people in some regards anyway, 
have always had a return amount 
on their bottles and they, I believe 
are public minded in that respect. 
People have said to me, "Why don't 
you put this five cent amount on 
milk bottles and Coca Cola bottles?" 
Well, the simple answer is that 
milk bottles and Coca Cola bottles 
and whiskey bottles apparently don't 
bother us. I have watched quite 
closely since this matter came up, 
along the highways of our state, and 
although I have seen an odd whiskey 
bottle or two, I have seen practically 
no-I guess none of the soft drink 
bottles. They simply don't bother us. 

The measure provides for this go­
ing into effect on October first which 
is going to give the industry plenty 
of time to change their stock and 
make what adjustment they have to. 

Another argument which I have 
heard and at the hearing we heard 
a long long list of arguments I can 
assure you, some for and some 

against, and one was that the chil­
dren who might retrieve these bot­
tles from the ditches and along the 
highways might get hurt in the 
process. Well, the number that 
would get hurt in that process from 
my observation and from the hear­
ing and letters since, could not be­
gin to compare with the larger num­
ber who got hurt along the beaches 
from broken glass bottles. I don't 
think that is a valid argument. 

There is a law which was in the 
process of being passed the other 
day that makes the driver liable 
when throwing waste from the car. 
In the first place, I am told that 
the measure is unconstitutional and 
in the second place I do not believe 
it would work. I realize there is 
nothing that improves a man's driv­
ing so much as a speed cop in back 
of him but nevertheless there would 
have to be many many times more 
speed cops than we will ever have 
in the foreseeable future in the 
State of Maine to properly govern 
this matter. 

The thing that I also consider, be­
cause I love the State of Maine with 
its natural beauties, so much, is the 
rather shocking sight that greets our 
summer visitors who are so impor­
tant to us when they come to the 
State of Maine and leave the toll 
road, where I don't think there is 
any great problem and drive out 
over the beautiful State of Maine and 
in the foreground of almost every 
road they are greeted with beer 
bottles. 

I don't think the garden clubs, 
the Federated Women's Club and 
other clubs could help but be inter­
ested in this matter. Of course it is 
natural that the industry is very 
much interested in it and I think 
we know it because we all have 
been contacted a great many times 
and that is their right. It is perfect­
ly all right. But inasmuch as they 
themselves have been able to do 
nothing about this menace, this 
danger to livestock and to children, 
it seems to me that the state has 
to take this matter in charge. 

If it was good enough for Ver­
mont for a second two year try, it 
is good enough for Maine to tryout. 
I don'! claim it is the perfect law 
but at least it is something and the 
people who sent us up here to rep­
resent them are speaking in a loud 
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voice I can assure you so I move 
you, Mr. President that we accept 
the Minority Report in concurrence 
with the House and pass this meas­
ure to be engrossed. 

The PRESIDENT: The Senator 
from Aroostook, Senator Crabtree 
has moved that the Senate accept 
the Minority "Ought to pass" report 
of the Committee. 

The Chair at this time notes in 
the balcony two groups of young­
sters who are with us today. On 
behalf of the Senate, the Chair 
welcomes both groups. One is a 
group from the 3th Grade of Holy 
Cross School of South Portland, ac­
companied by their principal, Sister 
Amabilis and Sister Honoratus. 

The second group is from Ban­
gor High School and is accompanied 
by their teacher Mrs. Dorothy Coil­
ley. Those of us in the Senate ap­
preciate that such youngsters as 
you are will make up this Senate 
in not too many years. We appre­
ciate the interest you are taking in 
your government by coming over 
to visit with us. We hope you see 
all the things you want to see in 
the operation of the legislature and 
at the conclusion of the session we 
hope that you come down and visit 
with us as individuals. 

Again on behalf of the Senate, we 
thank you for coming and hope that 
you have a good day. 

Mr. BOYKER of Oxford: Mr. 
President and members of the Sen­
ate, I rise to support the majority 
of the committee on this. I would 
like to ask the members of this 
Senate, which is the better of the 
two; that we have a few empty 
beer bottles on our streets or that 
we teach our boys and girls what 
a beer bottle is, where the beer 
parlor is, and perhaps what beer 
tastes like. 

Now I do not believe that it is 
the thought of the parents of our 
children throughout our state that 
they go 'out and earn their pin 
money by picking up soiled beer 
bottles, taking them to the beer 
parlors, and boys will be boys-nat­
urally there is a little sip in each 
bottle and they learn the taste of 
beer. Here are two instances why 
I oppose this bnl. It happened in our 
state just a short time ago. A girl 
dropped a beer bottle and it rolled 
out into the street. When she went 

to pick up the bottle, a car ran 
over her and killed her. Another in­
stance was where a boy went out 
on thin ice for a beer bottle. He 
fell through the ice and was 
drowned. 

I believe there is some other way 
for the Highway Commission to pro­
vide that these bottles can be 
cleared from our highways. 

Mr. BOUCHER of Androscoggin: 
Mr. President and members of the 
Senate, I rise in opposition to the 
motion of the Senator from Aroos­
took, Senator Crabtree regarding 
this document 409, which isa very 
old chestnut. It has been introduced 
by the same gentleman for four or 
five different sessions. He keeps 
coming back. This bill in the first 
place is discriminatory. It taxes the 
industry of beer seHers, the beer 
industry on non-returnable bottles 
only. This bill attempts to dean up 
our highways but I don't see how it 
will because it mentions only non­
returnables bottles. I have seen a 
few bottles on the highways, as I 
have driven back and forth morn­
ing and night on different roads 
from Augusta to Lewiston and 
from Lewiston to Augusta. I never 
stopped to see if they were non-re­
turnable or returnable but I h a v e 
never seen the quantity they claim 
they see in Aroostook County and 
in other northeastern parts of the 
state. I have seen at the most one 
or two. I have seen other bottles on 
the highway such as soft drinks. 
whiskey, milk bottles, and also all 
kinds of other refuse and trash 
such ,as cigar butts and banana 
peels and orange peels and napkins 
and other things. 

We have a law in the state which 
we have had for several years, a 
law to clean up the highways and 
we have put teeth into t hat law. 
We have now a bill in this legisla­
ture, a bill which will make a fine 
of fifty dollars for throwing any 
trash on the state highways. I be­
lieve the state should enforce the 
law and not penalize the industry. 

The beer bottles do cause a haz­
ard but if you eliminate non-return­
able bottles you will have the same 
hazard. It will be the returnable 
bottles they will throw out. Why? 
Because those poeple that do throw 
out beer bottles from their automo­
biles want to destroy the evidence. 
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That is the reason why. I do not 
believe we should penalize the in­
dustry to destroy the evidence of 
those who are afraid and ashamed 
of having beer bottles in their au­
tomobiles, be they returnable or 
non-returnable. 

I believe this bill is discrimina­
tory and I believe it is unfair to 
the beer industry. It has been at­
tempted as I say, five or six times 
and so far it has always been de­
feated. I hope that this Senate will 
repeat its action of defeating t his 
bill. I repeat that we have laws 
and we have a police department 
and it is their duty to enforce the 
laws and clean the highways. I be­
lieve in beautiful highways. I try to 
observe the law. I do not throw 
trash out of my car. It is a matter 
of education. I think the groups 
who are so interested in the beauti­
ful roads of Maine and the beauti­
ful scenery of Maine should try to 
educate the people to keep it clean. 

Mr. CARPENTER of Somerset: 
Mr. President and members of the 
Senate, being one of the members 
of the Liquor Committee and one 
of those who signed the Majority 
Ought Not to pass report, I feel I 
should give a very brief explanation 
of my reasons for so voting. 

In the first place it is aimed at 
one particular industry and that 
c1assifies it as discriminatory legis­
lation. If the sponsors of this parti­
cular measure are interested in 
cleaning up the highways, they 
would include in the bill moxie bot­
tles, ginger ale bottles, coca cola 
bottles and all types of bottles that 
lie on our highways today. 

The State of Maine is in the liquor 
business, there is no getting away 
from it. And we are in it to make 
a profit and so far as I have been 
able to see, the State Brewery foun­
dation has done a splendid job in 
running their industry and do every­
thing they can to clean up the situ­
ation that our opponents say exist. 

The malt beverage industry brings 
into Maine several millions of dol­
lars each year. If this bill passes, 
it will make a tremendous amount 
of additional work for the stores 
which will naturally be added on to 
the cost of the beer and consequent­
ly the public will have to pay that 
much extra for beer. People that 
throw beer bottles out on the high-

ways are doing it for one reason 
and that is to destroy all types of 
evidence that might be used against 
them if they should get into an acci­
dent or be apprehended by the po­
lice. 

Several weeks ago I had occasion 
to make a trip to Boston and that 
was just about the time that this 
beer bill was about to come from 
committee and just for the fun of it 
I started to count all the bottles 
that I ran across as I drove along 
the highway. I counted three bottles 
between here and the New Hamp­
shire line. One was a beer bottle, 
another a coca-cola bottle and the 
other a whiskey bottle. I have been 
driving over Maine highways for 
about 25 to 30 years and have prob­
ably driven over a million miles in 
all and the only occasion I have 
ever had to have a flat tire from 
any particular foreign substance 
was several years ago when I had 
a brand new tire on the car and it 
went flat. I went to the garage and 
after they dismounted the tire they 
found that an ordinary pork chop 
bone had penetrated the very center 
of the tire, a very very short pork 
chop bone which probably came from 
the posterior end of the animal be­
cause it was a very rugged bone. 
And that was the cause of the flat 
tire. 

We have here in the State Df 
Maine, traveling over our highways 
and I think this is one Df the mDst 
important things I am thinking of 
as I vote against this measure, -
we have individuals known as per­
verts, sadists, sex maniacs and so 
forth. What a perfect field for this 
type of individual if this law passes 
and children come home from school 
and go out in the fields and woods 
and collect bottles to pick up pin 
money as a result Df a fee on re­
turnable bottles. 

It is most difficult to talk about 
those individuals because they are 
nDt at fault. They are mentally de­
ranged and have diseased minds and 
one never knows when they may 
strike. Unfortunately we don't 
have hospitals for them but there 
again we do not know this type Df 
individual until after it is to,o late. 
I am sure I don't want my children 
to be brought up to be educated that 
that is where their pin money lies 
- in the ditches and fields Df the 



1308 LEGISLATIVE RECORD-SENATE, APRIL 26, 1955 

State of Maine. I don't know of any 
more fertile field, more fertile pas­
tures - yes, I might say "green 
pastures" for this type of individual 
who certainly would be cunning 
enough to watch his chances for 
these particular victims along our 
highways. We have seen it happen 
in the past. Just a short while ago 
in an adjoining town, a condition ex­
isted similar to this. The killer has 
not been found and there will prob­
ably be another victim before he is 
found. Some years ago within a 
stone's throw of my home there 
was a killer. It is a fortunate thing 
for me that it did not happen to be 
my children but in an adjoining 
town, two mutilated bodies of two 
little girls were found as a result 
of their going along the roadside. 
For that particular reason which I 
consider one of the most important 
reasons is the fact that we do have 
that type of person on the road to­
day. We do not know where they 
are or when they will strike. I sin­
cerely hope that the motion of the 
Senator from Aroostook does not 
prevail. 

Mr. CRABTREE of Aroostook: 
Mr. President and members of the 
Senate, I evidently had not realized 
the wide encompassing field of this 
bill. I would not have believed that 
it took in everything from pork 
chops to sex maniacs. It is an 
amazing thing and I must compli­
ment Senator Carpenter for his re­
search and his imaginative dis­
course. It is learned as well as 
amazing and my compliments to the 
Senator. 

The fact still remains that what 
is bothering us is beer bottles, just 
plain beer bottles. The laws which 
we have obviously c,an't be enforced 
or something would have been done. 
The new one isn't even constitutional 
and it is a fact, as I pointed out 
before that there are some Maine 
highways where this condition does 
exist. I hope that Senator Carpenter 
is going to visit me this summer at 
Peaceful Harbor in the garden of 
Maine and if he does I hope that he 
looks on both sides as he rides up 
over the Silver' Ridge road with 
beautiful Katahdin off to the left, 
and if he has ,any time left to cast 
his eye down into either ditch, he 
will see more than one beer bottle. 

Mr. DOW of Lincoln: Mr. Presi­
dent, it was not my intention to 
debate this bill but as long as some 
of this research is being given out, 
I would like to add this much. I 
have 1900 feet of road frontage on 
Route 1 and yesterday morning, 
knowing that this was coming before 
us this week, I made a special ef­
fort to patrol this 1900 feet and take 
a count of the bottles. This is what 
I found: 30 non returnables, 19 re­
turnables, two wine bottles, three 
whisky bottles, four soft drink bot­
tles and one ketchup bottle, for a 
total of fifty-nine. I would like to 
see all the bottles along the high­
ways taken care of and cleaned up 
but I doubt very much if legislation 
against one class of bottle is going 
to accomplish this purpose. 

The PRESIDENT: The question 
before the Senate is on the motion 
of the Senator from Aroostook, Sen­
ator Crabtree that the Senate ac­
cept the "Ought to pass" minority 
report of the committee. Is the Sen­
ate ready for the question? 

A division of the Senate was had. 
Seven having voted in the af­

firmative and twenty-three opposed, 
the motion did not prevail. 

Thereupon, on motion by Mr. 
Boucher of Androscoggin, the Ma­
jority Report "Ought not to pass" 
was accepted in non-concurrence. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Cumberland: 
Mr. President, I would ask the Chair 
if L. D. 351 is in the possession of 
the Senate? 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair will 
state that L. D. 351, bill, An Act 
Providing for Reappointment of Ac­
tive Retired Justices is in the pos­
session of the Senate, having been 
held at the request of the Senator 
from Cumberland, Senator Chap­
man. 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Cumberland: 
Mr. President, understanding that 
this particular bill has been enacted 
and has been held in the Senate by 
request, and desiring an opportunity 
to present a short amendment to 
clarify it, I now move that the Sen­
ate reconsider its action of last 
week whereby this bill was passed 
to be enacted. 

The motion prevailed and the Sen­
ate voted to reconsider its former 
action on the bill. 
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lVIr. CHAPMAN of Cumberland: 
~vIr. President, in view of the fact 
that the documentary form of the 
proposed amendment is not yet 
quite ready, I now move that the 
bill lie upon the table pending pas­
sage to be enacted. 

The motion to table prevailed. 

On motion by NIr. Martin of Ken­
Eebec. the Senate voted to take fvom 
the table the 43rd tabled and un­
assigned matter, (S. P. 166) (L. D. 
~1631 Senate Reports: Majority Re­
port "Ou,;ht to pass"; Minority Re­
p.n-t "Ought to pass with Committee 
Amendment 'A'," fl'Om the Commit­
tee on Public Utilities on Bill, "An 
Ad Repealing the Law Prohibiting 
the Transmission of Electric Power 
Beyond the State," tabled by that 
Senator on April 13th pending ac­
ceptance of either report. 

:VIr. MARTIN of Kennebec: Mr. 
President and members of the Sen­
ale: This bill came out of commit­
ice with two reports, majority re­
port to repeal the so-called Fernald 
Law and a minority report to repeal 
it with a referendum going to the 
people. I know that the Senate is 
\'.PII aware that the Fernald Law is 
a law which prohibits the transmis­
sion of hydro-electric power beyond 
the confines of thi3 State. It was 
Pilt into effect back in 1909, and the 
IheOl'Y at that time was supposed 
to be that since Maine had most of 
(he water power in the New Eng­
land States that industries would 
!'loek to Maine to take advantage of 
the low cost. Somehow or other that 
theory did not work out. I do not 
believe that the cost factor has 
been affected by this. As we all 
know now, the transmission 'Of power 
as it is now was unheard of in those 
days. In other words, in the day 
of the Fernald Law no one antici­
pated that power could be sent from 
very great distances. Today we 
have every state in the union except 
Maine with interconnections between 
their borders. I think this law if 
repealed would certainly help Aroos­
took in its situation with Canada 
and certainly would help us with 
respect to New Hampshire, with the 
Brown Company and in many other 
instances. The question is probably 
really academic in that by 1958 it 
is figured there will be more power 
developed by steam than by hydro-

electric processes, and this law does 
not prohibit steam power being ex­
ported. I think that we should repeal 
the law so that in the case of 
droughts or low water we can tie 
up with our bordering states and get 
help from them. 

This bill did go to referendum 
once, I think back in 1929, and was 
defeated by the people by around 
20.000 votes. I think if you read 
into the situation at that time you 
will find that there was a great fear 
on the part of Maine people of a 
gentleman named Insun. 

As I say, the only question so far 
as the committee was concerned 
was whether or not this law should 
go to the people or be repealed by 
the Legislature. The majority re­
port of the committee is that we 
the Legislature, should face th~ 
facts and repeal the law here. We 
saw no need for this going out to 
a referendum. I therefore move 
lVIr. President, that we accept th~ 
majority report of the committee. 

The PRESIDENT: The question 
before the Senate is ·on the motion 
of the Senator from Kennebec Mr. 
JvIartin, that the Senate accept the 
majority "Ought to pass" report of 
the committee. 

Mr. LESSARD of Androscoggin: 
Mr. President and members of the 
Senate: As you know, this bill was 
introduced b~ myself and I agree, 
of course, WIth the Senator from 
Kennebec, Senator Martin. As Sena­
tor Martin has stated, the commit­
tee unanimously decided that the 
law should be repealed. However, 
some members of the committee 
did feel that perhaps it should go 
to the people. 

As the Senator from Kennebec, 
Senator Martin, has stated, when 
this so-called Fernald Law was 
placed upon our books it was done 
for three purposes, namely to at­
tract new industry to Maine, to 
keep power away from the so-called 
trusts, and to extend rural electri­
fication. Over the period of years 
that this law has been upon the 
books neither one of these purposes 
has been accomplished. Industries 
were not brought to Maine because 
of it; the so-called power control 
was not kept away from the trusts 
bec,ause we know of the Insull inci­
dent,and rural electrification has 
been accomplished. It did one thing, 
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however, and that was to prevent or 
at least stall off federal regulation of 
Maine power. However, that is no 
longer present, because as I under­
stand the Federal Power Commis­
sion has now insisted upon its jur­
isdiction. So as it stands it accom­
plishes absolutely nothing in the 
way of a constructive measure to 
help our great State. On the con­
trary, I feel that it has served as a 
red flag to industry and to the rest 
of our country, stating to them that 
we have something up here or that 
we did have something up here that 
we do not wish to share with you; 
and because of this red flag per­
haps it has kept from the confines 
of our state industries that possibly 
would have come here. Perhaps it 
has kept away the greater develop­
ment of our power. I do not state 
that if it is repealed we are im­
mediately going to have a great in­
flux of new industry or a great in­
flux of people coming in here to de­
velop our power, although as the 
Senator from Kennebec, Senator 
Martin, has stated, we are perhaps 
now developing more power by die­
sel and ga~ and other sources than 
hydro-electric. However, we will 
state to the rest of the country by 
repealing this law that we are will­
ing to cooperate with our sislter 
states throughout New England and 
the rest of the country, that we 
want people to come here and we 
want industry to come here and 
that we do not want to have legis­
lation on our books stating that 
whatever we have we want to keep 
and we do not want you to have 
any of it. We will be saying to 
them, "We want to cooperate with 
you. Especially is that important at 
this time because of the future we 
are looking forward to in the de­
velopment of atomic power. If such 
laws and regulations are left upon 
our statute books they could easily 
serve as a red flag, as a warning 
to any company or group of cum­
panies who wish to come to Maine 
and develop atomic power if these 
statutes upon the books say to them 
that if atomic power is developed 
perhaps we will pass a law or we 
will have a law that won't allow 
you to export it. They may in turn 
say, "Well, we do not care to go to 
such expense in your State." So I 
say to you, realizing it has outworn 

its so-called usefulness if it ever 
had any, that it should be repealed 
and that we as members of this 
legislature should take it upon our­
selves to do so. 

The referendum is fine and it 
may be all very well, and it will 
be argued to you that it should go 
to the people. However, let me state 
that when this Mil was passed fur­
ty-five years ago it was not referred 
to the people, and I think we have 
a duty to perform here, and it is 
very simple. Perhaps on every piece 
of legislation that comes before us 
you can very well say, "Let's put 
a referendum and refer it to 
the people." If that is true, per­
haps we have outlived our useful­
ness and perhaps we should go 
home and have a system whereby 
anybody who wanted a bill passed 
could contact the Secretary of State 
and at some time during the year 
have a referendum and let everyone 
vote on it. 

So I am g'oing to urge my col­
leagues in the Senate to go alona 
with the majority report of thi~ 
committee and to repeal this so­
called Fernald law so that we may 
join with the other states through­
cut this gl'eat country ~nd become 
partners with them and say that we 
are willing to cooperate ,and share 
these resources that we have so 
that we can go forward in the fu­
ture. 

The PRESIDENT: The question 
before the Senate is on the motion 
of the Se~ator from Kennebec, Sen­
ator Martm, that the Senate accept 
the majority "Ought to pass" re­
port. 

Mr. SILSBY of Hancock: Mr. 
President and members of the Sen­
ate: Being a member of the commit­
tee that heard the bill ,and listening 
to the evidence Pl'O 'and con on the 
other bills which were heard at the 
same time from two in the after­
noon until evening, ,and being one of 
the members 'Of the committee ,that 
signed the "Ought to pass" report 
as amended, even though I am out­
numbered in the commHtee, I still 
feel I should defend my position. 

I think Senator Mar.tin has well 
described the Fernald Act so-caHed 
which was enacted in 1909 at th~ 
time that Governor Fernald was our 
chief executive, and I think it might 
be well for us to examine the record 
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for just a moment, because we are 
d~aling here with property rights, 
WIth God-given rights of water power 
to the people of this State. 

Ex-Governor Baxter presented the 
bill in 1909. In 1927 the so-called 
Smith Bill was enacted, and that 
bill, if you will recall and examine 
the record you will find was vetoed 
by Governor Brewster. And again 
:n 1929 a bill was presented to repeal 
the so-called Fernald Law and that 
bill had a referendum clause and a 
referendum was on September 9, 
1929. 54,583 voted for repeal and 
53,312 voted against repeal. 

N ow again my position is this: 
that in my own mind I do not 
believe that we need the Fernald 
law any longer. If you will examine 
Chapter 50, Section 1 of our present 
Revised Statutes you will find that 
this law applies to hydro-electric 
power, it has nothing to do with 
steam power, it is the water power, 
as I have just said, that belongs to 
the people. And I felt that when 
I and one or two more of my friends 
on the committee signed the "Ought 
to pass with committee amendment" 
report, which asa matter of £ac;t is 
sending it to the people, that by so 
doing we would have an opportun~ty 
to feel the pulse as to whether or 
not the people should have a vote, 
and that is one of the reasons why 
lam opposed to the motion of the 
Senator from Kennebec, Senqltor 
Martin, because the report of the 
minority of the committee "Ought 
to pass with Committee Amend­
ment 'A' " gives this body an oppor­
tunity to vote upon whether or not 
they want the people to decide this 
particular issue. 

Now this water power, as I have 
previously said, belongs to the peo­
ple of this State and it does not 
seem to me that there is such a 
pressing need that we at this time 
repeal the law without the vote of 
the people. I say that because we 
have heard a great deal about the 
matter of utilities and their rates 
discussed in this legislature from 
every aspect, and perhaps a good 
rnany of the people of the State of 
Maine do not quite understand what 
we are discussing and what we 
are debating, and we do not know 
what may happen in future legis­
latures or what may happen to 
measures now before this legis-

lahre. The matter of rates has 
been discussed. And because of the 
confusion and the haste in repealing 
this law I say: to each and every 
one of you WIth all the sincerity 
that I can command that I do not 
believe that it is unfair or unjust 
or w~ll cause any undue delay if 
we gIve the people an opportunity 
to say what they want bec'aus'e it 
is their right, not ours. I hope that 
the motion Q1f the Senator from Ken­
nebec: Senator Martin, does not 
prevaIl. 

Mr. LESSARD of Androscoggin: 
Mr. President, in 1909 this law was 
placed upon the statute books and 
people's rights perhaps still existed 
at that time. HQlwever it was not 
referred to the people for them to 
give their opinion and it was placed 
lipan the statute books without ref­
erendum. Everyone agrees that the 
law has outworn, as I said, its use­
~ulness and everyone .agrees that it 
IS no longer for the good of the 
State of Maine-that is the members 
cf the committee-yet the Senator 
from Hancock, Senator Silsby say,s 
we should refer it to the people to 
see what they may think. I think 
perhaps that would be rather shirk­
lllg our duty as the eleclted repre­
sentatives of our people, to say to 
them that we do not believe that 
the }awserves any purpose but we 
d? . not wan~ to take the responsi­
bIlIty, we WIll leave it up to you. I 
say that there is ,a great deal of 
weakness on the part of legislators 
who adopt that sort of 'action 

Mr. SILSBY of HancoC'k: Mr. 
~resIdent,. I ask that when the vote 
IS taken, It be taken by a division. 

The PRESIDENT: The question 
before the Senate is on the motion 
of the Senator from Kennebec 
Senator Martin that the Senate ae: 
cept the Majority "Ought to Pass" 
repor~. Is the Senate ready for the 
questIOn? 

A division of the Senate was had. 
Twenty-five hav,ing voted in the 

affirmative and five opposed the 
Majority "Ought to Pass" ~epol't 
was accepted, the bill read once 
and .tomorrow assigned for second 
madmg. 

On mOlt ion by Mr. Farris of Ken­
nebec, the Senate voted to take 
from the table the 73rd tabled and 
unassigned matter being bill "An 



1312 LEGISLATIVE RECORD-SENATE, APRIL 26, 1955 

Act Relating to Leather Poisoning 
as an Occupational Disease" (S. P. 
466) (L. D. 1309) tabled by that 
Senator on April 22 pending passage 
to be enacted; and on further mo­
tion by the same Senator, the bill 
was passed to be enacted. 

On motion by Mr. Boucher of 
Androscoggin, the Senate voted to 
take from the table the 72nd tabled 
and unassigned matter being, bill 
"An Act Providing for a Contingent 
Ace Clem! for Andros~oggin Oounty" 
m. P. 1139) (L. D. 1336) tabled by 
that Senator on April 22 pending 
passage to be enacted; and on fur­
ther motion by the same Senator, 
the bill was passed to be enacted. 

On motion by Mr. Low of Knox, 
the Senate voted to take from the 
table the 69th tabled and unassigned 
matter being, Senate Reports from 
the Committee on Transportation: 
Majority Report "Ought to pass in 
new draft, same title"; Minority 
Report "Ought not to pass" on bill 
An Act Relating to License Plates 
for Motor Vehicle Owners who Oper­
ate Amateur Radio Stations (S. P. 
237) (L. D. 573) tabled by that Sen­
ator on April 22 pending accept­
ance of either report; and that Sen­
ator yielded to the Senator from 
Waldo, Senator Cole. 

Mr. COLE of Waldo: Mr. Presi­
dent and members of the Senate: 
Speaking ,as one of the signers of 
the majority report and also for the 
majority of the Committee on 
Transportation, we felt that this 
group of amateur operators should 
have some recognition due to the 
fact that there are at least twenty 
other statutes and two territories 
that have given them some recog­
nition, and so we came up with 
this New Draft, L. D. 1487, which 
permits the Secretary of State to is­
sue to any licensed amateur opera­
tor a special series of plates at a 
fee of one dollar, and those special 
plates are to be a separate color 
than what we have now. It also in­
structs the Secretary of State to 
notify the sheriffs of 0 u r counties 
and also gives them permission to 
list every operator in our State. 

r think it is well known that at 
the hearing we had a large and in­
terested group, one of them being 

Col. Mapes who did give this group 
plenty of recognition at the time of 
the two hurricanes last fall and 
during other emergencies. So, Mr. 
President, I move that we accept 
the majority "Ought to pass" report 
of the committee. 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Cumberland: 
Mr. President, I would like to rise 
in support of the position and re­
marks made by the Senator from 
Waldo, Senator Cole, and to just 
add one thought. This particular 
bill in its redrafted form does not 
propose merely to give recognition 
to amateur radio operators, that is 
recognition in satisfaction of person­
al vanity. The real purpose of the 
bill in its redrafted form, as I under­
stand it, is that radio amateurs 
now have become a real network 
for disaster relief communication 
and they function very usefully in 
connection with mobile equipment 
that are kept in their cars. Although 
the Senator from Waldo did not in­
dicate it, this bill in its redrafted 
form is confined solely to amateur 
equipment, the licensing of amateur 
equipment where it is in a car or 
used in connection with a car so 
that it serves a useful public pur­
pose in the nature of a public in­
terest and not one of mere recogni­
tion. The proposal for establishing a 
separate color for the plates and a 
separate number block system is so 
that pec,p~e in general and law en­
forcement officials in particular will 
recognize those cars that have mo­
bile radio equipment in them and 
communication facilities when they 
are on the road and pass by in con­
nection with civilian defense activity 
and disaster relief. I certainly be­
lieve it is a proposal in the public 
interest. 

I merely wanted to add that 
thought to dispel the notion held 
over from two years ago that this 
is special interest legislation be­
cause it is not. r support the mo­
tion of the Senator from Waldo, 
Senator Cole. 

The PRESIDENT: The question 
before ,the Senate 1s on the motion 
of the Serrato,r from Waldo, Senator 
Cole, that the Majority Report be 
accepted. Is the Senate ready for 
the question? 

A viva voce vote of the Senate 
was had and the motion prev:ailed, 
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the Nlajority Report "Ought to Pass, 
new draft, same title" was accepted, 
the bill read once and tomorro~v 
assigned for second reading. 

On motion by Mr. Butler of 
Franklin, the Senate voted to take 
from the table the 34th tabled and 
llllassigned matter being Senate Re­
port from the Committee on Retire­
ment and Pensions "Ought not to 
pass" on bill, "An Act Relating to 
Pensions for Dependents of Deceased 
Policemen." (S. P. 117) IL. D. 276) 
: abled by that Senator on April 12 
pending acceptance of the report. 

Mr. BUTLER of Franklin: Mr. 
President and members of the Sen­
<lte: When this was heard by the 
t:ommittee the committee felt that 
in view of the fact we had other 
legislation pending which would take 
care of this measure that the report 
should come from the committee 
"Ought not to pass." The measure 
which I have reference to is the 
insurance bill which is in pro·cess 
of being enacted, but there is always 
the possibility that that may not be 
enacted and if it is not then this 
bill certainly has merit. If this is 
allowed to lie on the table pending 
acceptance of either report then this 
might very well be one of the 
reasons why we would be held up 
a little bit later, consequently I 
make the motion that the bill be 
substituted for the report. If that 
motion prevails it can go .along to 
final enactment and can be laid 
upon the table at that time, as soon 
as it is determined what happens to 
that other legislation. 

The PRESIDENT: The question 
before the Senate is on the motion 
of the Senator from Franklin, Sena­
tor Butler, that the bill be substi­
tuted for the report. 

The motion prev,ailed, the bill was 
substituted ,tor the "Ought not to 
pass" report of the committee; given 
its first reading and tomorrow as­
signed for second reading. 

On motion by Mr. Weeks of Cum­
berland, the Senate voted to take 
from the table the 62nd tabled and 
unassigned matter, being House Re­
port from the Committee on Labor, 
"Ought to pass with Committee 

Amendment A" on bill, "An Act 
Relating to Employment of Minors." 
IH. P. 306) (L. D. 282) tabled by 
that Senator on April 21 pending 
acceptance of the report. 

Mr. WEEKS of Cumberland: Mr. 
President, I laid this bill on the 
table some time ago, on April 21st. 
It deals with the employment of 
minors and it is a law that has 
been on the books for some time. 
I c all your attention to the fact that 
the thing that ,attracted my attention 
is the amendment to the present 
law which provides that anyone un­
der sixteen years of age may not 
be employed in any occupation that 
does not offer continuous year-round 
employment. That does not look like 
much, but as I began thinking about 
1t I thought that probably most of 
the Senators here today at some 
llme or other before they were six­
t~en obt~ined for themselves posi­
t:ons durmg the summer and other 
tImes and did work and probably 
learned a good deal from it as wen 
as receiving compens'aiton. It oc­
('urre~ to me .that under the wording 
of thIS act If it was passed tthat 
s~mmer hotel operators cannot even 
lure a youngster to mow grass 
around the 10eation or run errands 
or do other bits of work, and in all 
those places I believe that young­
sters have been used. It seems to 
me we ought to allow some spot 
to be op~n where youngsters can 
work dUrIng the summer time. I 
know that I did and I am pretty 
sure most of you did. I feel that 
the act should be indefinitely post­
poned and I so move. 

The PRESIDENT: The question 
before the Senate is on the motion 
of the Senator from Cumberland 
~ena~o~ Weeks, that the bill b~ 
mdefmItely postponed. 
. Thereupon,on motion by Mr. Far­

rIS o~ Kennebec, the bill and ace om­
panymg p,:!pers were laLd upon the 
table pendmg motion by the Senator 
from Cumberland, Senator Weeks 
that the bill be indefinitely post: 
poned. 

On motion by Mr. Hinman of 
Penobscot, 

Adjourned until tomorrow morn­
ing at nine o'clock, E. S. T. 




