
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



LEGISLATIVE RECORD 

OF THE 

Ninety-first Legislature 

OF THE 

STATE OF MAINE 

1943 

KENNE:BEC JOURNAL COMPANY 

AUGUSTA, MAINE 



3Ha LEGISLATIVE RECORD-HOUSE, MARCH 4, 1943 

HOUSE 

Thursday, March 4, 1943. 
The House met according to ad­

journment and was called to order 
by the Speaker. 

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Wash­
burn of Hallowell. 

Journal of the previous session 
read and approved. 

Papers from the Senate 
From the Senate: Bill "An Act 

Permitting Men in the Armed Ser­
vices to Make Valid Transfers of 
Property" (S. P. 434) (L. D. 752) 

Came from the Senate, received 
by unanimous consent and referred 
to the Committee on Military Af­
fairs. 

In the House: 
The SPEAKER: The Chair rec­

ognizes the gentleman from Liver­
more Falls, Mr. Grua. 

Mr. GRUA: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: We have 
before us this morning Legislative 
Document 752, which has been sent 
down for concurrence and which, 
in order to be accepted in the 
House, requires the unanimous con­
sent of this body because of our 
closing rule on acceptance of new 
bills. 

This is a very important measure. 
A great many of our men in the 
service had to leave on very short 
notice and were unable to settle up 
their property affairs satisfactorily. 
Things come up about their prop­
erty which require the making out 
of deeds and other papers which 
require acknowledgments to be 
executed by the grantors. As you 
know, those who wish to make 
these acknowledgments outside of 
the United States have to go to 
some member of our diplomatic 
corps specially authorized to take 
such acknowledgments. The pur­
pose of this bill is to enable any 
member of om armed services to go 
to the lieutenant, or officer in 
charge of a higher grade, and ac­
knowledge their signatures on such 
papers, and that a:cknowledgment 
shall serve to all intents and pur­
poses the slame effect as if it had 
been taken before a notary public 
or someone specially authorized to 
take a:cknowledgments. I think 
it is a very worthy bill. It will 
greatly aid the men in our tervices 
and can do us no possible harm. 
Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I move we 
concur in granting unanimous con­
sent to accept Legislative Document 

752, "Bill An Act Permitting Men 
in the Armed ,Services to Make 
Valid Transfers of Property." (S. 
P. No. 434) (L. D. No. 752) 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec­
ognizes the gentleman from Skow­
hegan, Mr. Savage. 

Mr. SAVAGE: Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to go on record-

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Skowhegan, Mr. Savage, asks 
unanimous consent to address the 
House. The Chair rules that the 
question is not debatable. The 
question before the House is: Shall 
unanimous consent be granted to 
permit the introduction of Bill "An 
Act Permitting Men in the Armed 
Services to Make Valid Transfers 
of Property (S. P. No. 434) (L. D. 
752)? Is there objection? The 
Chair hears no objection, and the 
bill is received. 

Thereupon. the Bill was referred 
to the Committee on Military Af­
fairs in concurrence. 

Senate Reports of Committees 
Ought Not to Pass 

Report of the Committee on Le­
gal Affairs reporting "Ought not 
to pass" on Bill "An Act relating 
to a Digest of the Maine Reports" 
(S. P. 292) (L. D. 444) 

Came from the Senate, read and 
accepted. 

In the House, read and accepted 
in concurrence. 

Ought to Pass in New Draft 
Report of the Committee on Sea 

and Shore Fisheries on Bill "An 
Act relating to Licenses for Build­
ing Wharves and Fish Weirs" (S. P. 
151) (L. D. 150) reporting same in 
a new draft (S. P. 427) (L. D. 734) 
under same title and that it "Ought 
to pass" 

Came from the Senate, Report 
read and accepted and the Bill 
passed to be engrossed. 

In the House, Report was read 
and accepted in concurrence, the 
Bill was read twice and tomorrow 
assigned. 

Ought to Pass 
Report of the Committee on Ap­

propriations and Financial Affairs 
reporting "Onght to pass" on Bill 
"An Act relating to Unexpended 
Balances of School Fund" (S. P. 
200) (L. D. 320) 

Report of the Committee on In­
land Fisheries and Game reporting 
same on Resolve in favor of Lake 
Webb Fish and Game Association 
(S. P. 67) (L. D. 733) 
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Came from the Senate the Re­
ports read and accepted and the 
Bills and Resolve passed to be en­
grossed. 

In the House, Reports were read 
and accepted in concurrence, the 
Bill was read twice, the Resolve 
read once, and tomorrow assigned. 

Ought to Pass with Committee 
Amendment 

Report of the Committee on Le­
gal Affairs on Bill "An Act to Make 
Valid the Acts and Doings of Nor­
way Pine Grove Cemetery Corpora­
tion and to Define its Membership 
and Restrict Use of its Funds" (S. 
P. 220) (L. D. 332) reporting "Ought 
to pass" as amended by Commit­
tee Amendment "A" submitted 
therewith. 

Came from the Senate, the Re­
port read and accepted and the Bill 
passed to be engrossed as amended 
by Committee Amendment "A". 

In the House, Report was read 
and accepted in concurrence and 
the Bill was read twice. 

Committee Amendment "A" read 
by the Clerk as follows: 

Committee Amendment "A" to S. 
P. 220, L. D. 332, Bill "An Act to 
make Valid the Acts and DOings of 
Norway Pine Grove Cemetery Cor­
poration and to Define its Member­
ship and Restrict Use of its Funds." 

Amend said bill by striking out 
the word "removed" in the next to 
the last line of section 2, and in­
serting in place thereof the word 
'removal.' 

Committee Amendment "A" was 
adopted in concurrenDe and the Bill 
was assigned ,for third reading to­
morrow morning. 

Non-Concurrent Matter 
From the Senate: Bill "An Act 

relating to Notices to the State in 
Actions by Towns in Pauper Cases" 
(H. P. 189) (L. D. 139) which was 
passed to be engrossed as amended 
by Committee Amendment "A" in 
the House on February 23rd. 

Came from the Senate passed to 
be engrossed as amended by Com­
mittee Amendment "A" and Senate 
Amendment "A" in non-concur­
rence. 

In the House, on motion by Mr. 
Sleeper of Rockland, the House 
voted to reconsider its action 
whereby it passed this Bill to be 
engrossed as amended by Commit­
tee Amendment "A" on February 
23rd. 

Senate Amendment "A" read by 
the Clerk as follows: 

Senate Amendment "A" to Legis­
lative Document 139, Bill "An Act 
Relating to Notices to the State in 
Actions by Towns in Pauper Cases." 

Amend said bill by striking out 
the word "department" in the 
fourth line and inserting in place 
thereof the words 'State of Maine.' 

Thereupon, on further motion by 
Mr. Sleeper, Senate Amendment 
"A" was adopted and the Bill was 
passed to be engrossed as amended 
by Committee Amendment "A" and 
Senate Amendment "A" in concur­
rence. 

Communication from the Head of a 
Department 

The following Communication: 
rH. P. 1250) 

STATE OF MAINE 
OFFICE OF REVISOR OF STAT­

UTES AUGUSTA 
March 2, 1943. 

To the Honorable House of Rep­
resentatives and the Senate of the 
91st Legislature: 
The title of a Resolve, "Resolve III 

Favor of Susie Devine, of Fort 
Fairfield," and insufficient data 
therefor was in my office some time 
before the closing date for the in­
troduction of bills. The complete 
data arrived after I had filed the 
bills. The Resolve might have been 
introduced in incomplete form, but 
I was not certain of the intent of 
the proponent. I enclose the Resolve 
herewith. 
Respectfully submitted, 

(Signed) SMITH DUNNACK 
Revisor of Statutes. 

The Communication was read and 
ordered placed on file. 

Thereupon, unanimous consent 
was granted to permit the intro­
duction of Resolve in Favor of Susie 
Devine of Fort Fairfield. 

Resolve was referred to the Com­
mittee on Pensions and sent up for 
concurrence. 

The gentleman from Damaris­
cotta, Mr. Denny, was granted 
unanimous consent to address the 
House. 

Mr. DENNY: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: After a brief 
explanation, I intend to ask for 
unanimous consent to introduce a 
bill. This is to be introduced by 
me by request, although I am heart-
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ily in accord with the provisions and 
the principles of this bill, and I 
think each one of you will be too. 

You recall several months ago 
when we were informed that the 
rubber situation was critical. that 
there was a provision made for a 
stiff penalty for stealing tires. Now 
tires had a value for in excess of 
their actual money value; they had 
a ration value, because rubber is a 
war necessity. Today, in all the 
newspapers and magazines, on the 
radto, from the platfmm, and also 
coming fr'Om several Federal 
agencies, you are asked as in­
individuals to plan and plant a gar­
den this year. The products Y'OU 
gr'Ow in that garden along in July 
and August wiIl also, just as rubber, 
be of far greater value than their 
actual money value; they will have 
a ration value, because they are a 
war necessity, raised primarily for 
the purpose of helping out this tre­
mendous food stock-pile that the 
government is trying to keep and 
make use of for the armed forces 
and for the people back home. You 
will recognize that many, many 
gardens will be planted as a 
patriotic duty, and that it will be 
necessary in many cases for in­
dividuals to plant their gardens at 
some distance from their homes, 
where they cannot be protected by 
themselves and where they are just 
at the mercy of marauders. 

This bill provides for a stiff pen­
alty for stealing farm and garden 
vegetables, very similar to the pro­
vision that was made for stealing 
rubber tires. It is possible, of course. 
that this bill in its present form 
might not be acceptable to the com­
mittee, but it can be changed after 
it comes in if you permit it to be 
introduced, and the penalty pro­
vision and other provisions might 
be changed. But it seems at this 
time very expedient to have such a 
measure if for no other reason than 
just to emphasize the value of gar­
den products that a great many 
people will want to raise this year. 
So, at this time, Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to introduce a 
bill. 

The SPEAKER: The Clerk will 
read the title of the bill. 

The title was read by the Clerk 
as follows: Bill "An Act Relating 
to Larceny of Farm and Garden 
Products, etc." 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Damariscotta, Mr. Denny, asks 

unanimous consent on the part of 
the House to allow the introduction 
of Bill "An Act Relating to Larceny 
of Farm and Garden Products, etc." 
Is there 'Objecti'On. 

(Cries of "Yes") 
The SPEAKER: The Chair hears 

'Objection, and unanimous c'Onsent 
to introduce the bill is refused. 

Orders 
Mr. Osgood of Bradford, present­

ed the following Order and moved 
its passage: 

ORDERED, the Senate concur­
ring, that the State Highway Com­
mission furnish a C'OPy of the Maine 
Traffic Flow Atlas to all members 
of the 9Ist Legislature who were 
not members of the 90th Legisla­
ture. 

The Order received passage and 
was sent up for concurrence. 

Mr. Cleaves of Portland, present­
ed the following Order and moved 
its passage: 

ORDERED, the Senate concur­
ring, that the Joint Standing Com­
mittee on State Lands and Forest 
Preservation be authorized to con­
duct such investigations as they 
may deem necessary in order to as­
certain the value of State owned 
lands, Resolves for the sale of which 
have been referred to that commit­
tee; and that the expense of such 
investigations be paid from the leg­
islative appropriation. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Portland, 
Mr. Cleaves. 

Mr. CLEAVES: Mr. Speaker. I 
wish to make several words of ex­
planation on this order. We have 
before the Forestry Committee sev­
eral bills relative to the sale of 
small lots of land to val1ious indi­
viduals. We in the Forestry C'Om­
mittee feel that it is poor business 
on our part to even give considera­
tion to the sale of state-owned 
property when we do not know the 
value of it, hence the reason for 
this order. 

ThG SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure 
of the House that the Order receive 
passage. 

The motion prevailed, the Order 
received passage, and was sent up 
for concurrence. 

House Reports of Committees 
Divided Report 

Tabled 
Majority Report of the Commit­

tee on Mercantile Affairs and In-
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surance reporting "Ought not to 
pass" on Bill "An Act relating to 
the Standard Form Insurance Pol­
icy" CR. P. 959) (L. D. 496) 

Report was signed by the follow­
ing members: 
Messrs. HARVEY of York 

PEAKES of Piscataquis 
-of the Senate. 

DUTTON of Bingham 
BOWKER of Portland 
FORGUE of Lewiston 
VICKERY of PITTSFIELD 
MORSE of Oakland 

-of the House. 
Minority Report of same Com­

mittee reporting "Ought to pass" on 
same bill. 

Report was signed by the follow­
ing members: 
Messrs. VARNEY of York 

-of the Senate. 
MILLIKEN of Madison 
BLAKE of Dexter 

-of the House. 
The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­

nizes the gentleman from Bingham, 
Mr. Dutton. 

Mr. DUTTON: Mr. Speaker and 
Ladies and Gentlemen of the 
House: This bill has come in from 
the Committee on Mercantile Af­
fairs and Insurance with a divided 
report. The measure was listened 
to by the members of that commit­
tee from sev·en o'clock one night un­
til twelve, and the arguments were 
going strong pro and con at that 
time. 

There is a great deal that can be 
said both in support of the measure 
and in opposition, but the real meat 
of the proposition which is contain­
ed in this bill is a proviso contrary 
to the present standard form of in­
surance, under which a person may 
buy a piece of property for say a 
thousand dollars, purchase insur­
ance on that property to an unlimit­
ed extent, and, in case of loss, col­
lect the full amount of that insur­
ance regardless of the actual value 
of the property unless he has ob­
tained the insurance fraudulently. 
There is a great deal that can be 
said in defense of the people who 
placed this measure before that 
committee. There is a certain griev­
ance which has grown up in the 
State of Maine in regard to the 
standard form of insurance policy 
for one big. strong reason, and that 
is the question of the committee of 
conference in the case of loss. We 
have no quarrel with the committee 
of conference in the case of loss. 

I believe it is a fine thing if it can 
be carried out and administered 
honestly; but, in order to gain the 
benefits of that committee of con­
ference, you must agree-and I do 
nO'~ know but what the palicy re­
qUlres when you accept the policy 
that yau shall be bound by the de­
cisian of that cammittee of confer­
ence withaut any recaurse or ap­
peal to' the courts. That is ane 
strang abjection that they have to 
the present form, which, if the 
State of Maine should pass this 
measure, would aHow a persan to 
place insurance on property bey and 
its value and an insurance company 
might be obliged to' pay it. I am 
told by the insurance men of the 
State of Maine that it will increase 
the premiums which the people of 
the stlate of Maine will be obliged 
to pay far insurance over one mil­
lian dollars, and I believe they have 
not overestimated that fact. It ap, 
pears to me that we are not at this 
time prepared to pass that measure. 

While it is absolutely impossible 
to' take care af it under the bill 
that is before aur committee, I 
would like to see the property of 
the State of Maine valued for the 
purpose of insurance the same as 
you value your praperty for the pur­
pose of taxation, So' that when an 
insurance agent opens his tariff 
book he can see that the rate on a 
piece of property is so much and 
the adjudged value by a campetent 
body is so much, beyond which point 
the insurance agent or the insur­
ance campany would not be permit­
ted to' insure, and then when there 
was a total lass the damage might 
be the amount that the palicy was 
written far. 

The provisian of the standard in­
surance palicy provides that they 
shall pay in case af loss the actual 
value. But we are getting the cart 
before the harse, and instead of 
establishing the actual value of the 
praperty beJare the fire, we wai,t un­
til after the fire has extinguished 
all visible remains of the nraperty 
and then start in to' establish ac­
tual value. That is all wrong, and 
this House sametime will take steps 
to' remedy that conditian, because 
it is nat a healthy affair. 

The committee of conference a!' 
it has been applied in the past has 
not been satisfactory. The 80 per 
cent clause is something very few 
people in the State of Maine under­
stand. I am frank to say I do nat 
understand it, althaugh I have paid 
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$1200 to have a committee of con­
ference educate me on that sub­
ject, and, after listening to that 
committee of conference and several 
high-paid lawyers all one day and 
finding out I was trimmed of $1200, 
I decided that still I did not under­
stand it. 

Perhaps it might be of interest to 
the members of the House to know 
that in that adjustment first they 
argued that the property was not 
sufficiently insured to obtain any­
where near the full amount of dam­
age. That argument continued for 
several months, and at the end of 
that time we had to arrive at the 
committee of conference stage. 
When we got into the committee of 
conference the argument was pre­
sented that the property cost so 
much to build one hundred years 
ago. Under the rules of deprecia­
tion, at the time of the fire the 
value of the property was entirely 
wiped out because of depreciation 
and consequently there was nothing 
to insure. That was the defense 
of that committee of conference, 
and, members, they got away with 
it to the tune of $1200. 

Members, those are matters that 
should be rectified, but this bill does 
not rectify those matters. You can 
not rectify a wrong by doing an­
other wrong, when you compel the 
people of the State of Maine to pay 
insurance premiums in excess of 
what they are paying at the pres­
ent time for the purpose of allowing 
misguided, we will say, if not un­
s,crupulous, m·en to place insurance 
on property in excess of its value 
and then be able to collect it. 

This committee listened to these 
arguments for the entire time, seven 
o'clock to twelve, and the same ar­
guments were being presented when 
we adjourned that were presented 
when we began. I think the commit­
tee tried to arrive at an honest de­
cision and save the people of the 
State of Maine this added million 
dollars' expense in premiums. I be­
lie"e that the members of the com­
mittee who signed the minority 
report signed it princtpally because 
of the fact that the decision of the 
committee of conference cannot be 
appealed from to the courts of the 
State of Maine. I believe that is the 
meat of the nut. and the question 
which is before the House is: What 
do we want to do? Do we want to 
create another wrong to rectify the 
one which the bill cannot rectify? 
No bill before our committee can 

entertain the matter because. it has 
not been advertised-that IS the 
question of matters which are not 
contained in this bill-and what it 
does contain is wrong in the opin­
ion of insurance men of the State 
of Maine. I thank you. 

The SPEAKER: The genleman 
from Bingham, Mr. Dutton, moves 
the acceptance of the "Ought not 
to pass" report. The Chair recog­
ni:bes the gentleman from Newport, 
Mr. Smith. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the two reports, together with 
Legislative Document 496, Bill "An 
Act relating to the Standard Form 
of Insurance Policy" lie on the table 
pending the motion of the gentle­
man from Bingham, Mr. Dutton, 
tha,t the House acce'P't the majority 
report "Ought not to pass." 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Newport, Mr. Smith, moves 
that the two reports and accom­
panying papers lie on the table 
pending the motion of the gentle­
man from Bingham, Mr. Dutton, 
that the House accept the majority 
"Ought not to pass" report. Is this 
the pleasure of the House? 

The motion prevailed, and the two 
reports, tog,ether with the bill, were 
so tabled. 

Mr. DUTTON: Mr. Speaker, would 
it be proper at this time for me to 
ask Mr. Smith to assign a date 
when he would take the matter from 
the table? 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Bingham, Mr. Dutton, asks the 
gentleman from Newport, Mr. 
Smith, if he is willing to assign a 
date at this time when this bill 
will be brought up for discussion. 

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, I do 
not wish to assign it to any special 
day. 

On motion by Miss Bangs of 
Brunswick, House Rule 25 was sus­
pended for the remainder of today's 
session, in order to permit smoking. 

Divided Report 
Tabled 

Majority Report of the Commit­
tee on Legal Affairs on Bill "An Act 
to Permit Towns to Create Protect­
ed Reserves" (H. P. 137) (L. D. 99) 
reported same in a new draft A (H. 
P. 1251) under same title and that 
it "Ought to pass" 
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Report was signed by the follow­
ing members: 
Messrs. SANBORN of Cumberland 

DUNBAR of Washington 
PETERS of Androscoggin 

-of the Senate. 
HASKELL of Portland 
BARTLE'IT of Portland 
ANDERSON of New Sweden 
PAYSON of Portland 

-of the House. 
Minority Report of same Com­

mittee on same Bill reporting same 
in a new draft B (H. P. 1252) under 
same title and that it "Ought to 
pass" 

Report was signed by the follow­
ing members: 
Messrs. DONiAHUE of Biddeford 

WARD of Millinocket 
SICHOL of Lisbon Falls 

-of the House. 
(On motion by Mr. Libby of Cari­

bou, the two Reports, with accom­
panying papers, tabled pending ac­
ceptance of either report, and the 
new drafts ordered printed. 

Inexpedient 
Report Tabled 

Mr. Ward from the Committee on 
Legal Affairs on Bill "An Act 
Validating the Sale of Certain 
Property by the County Commis­
sioners of Lincoln County" (H. P. 
757) (L. D. 407) reported that legis­
lation thereon is inexpedient. 

(On motion by Mr. Denny of 
Damariscotta, tabled pending ac­
ceptance of Committee Report) 

Ought Not to Pass 
Mr. Payson from the Committee 

on Legal Affairs reported "Ought 
not to pass" on Bill "An Act Mak­
ing Columbus Day a School Holi­
day" (H. P. 806) (L. D. 388) 

Report was read . and accepted 
and sent up for concurrence. 

Reports Tabled 
Mr. Sichol from the Committee 

on Legal Affairs reported "Ought 
not to pass" on Bill "An Act relat­
ing to Election Clerks" (H. P. 799) 
(L. D. 381) 

(On motion by Mr. Braley of Au­
gusta, tabled pending acceptance of 
Committee Report) 

Mr. Sichol from the Committee 
on Legal Affairs reported "Ought 
not to pass" on Bill "An Act re­
la.ting to Powers of Constables" (H. 
P. 952) (L. D. 493) 

(On motion by Mr. Bartlett of 

Portland, tabled pending acceptance 
of Committee Report) 

Mr. Ward from the Committee un 
Legal Affairs reported "Ought not 
to pass" on Bill "An Act relating 
to the Choice of Assessors" (H. P. 
798) (L. D. 463) 

(On motion by Mr. Hutchins of 
Bangor, tabled pending acceptance 
of Committee Report) 

Mr. Forgue from the Committee 
on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance 
reported "Ought not to pass" on 
Bill "An Act relating to Limitation 
of Rights to Issue Life Insurance 
Policies" (H P. 1180) (L. D. 658) 
as subject matter is covered by other 
legislation. 

Mr. Baker from the Committee 
on Sea and Shore Fisheries reported 
same on Bill "An Act to Encourage 
Marine Farming in the Tidal Waters 
of the State" (H. P. 207) (L. D. 
131) 

Mr. Sayward from same Commit­
tee reported same on Bill "An Act 
relating to Digging Clam Worms" 
(H. P 1161) (L. D. 616) 

Mr. Teel from same Committee 
reported same on Resolve relative 
to Catching Lobsters Near Mon­
hegan (H. P. 1162) (L. D. 617) 

Reports were read and accepted 
and sent up for concurrence. 

Ought to Pass 
Mr. Haskell from the Committee 

on Legal Affairs reported "Ought 
to pass" on Bill "An Act relating to 
Sale and Use of Fireworks" (H. P. 
802) (L. D. 384) 

Miss Deering from the Committee 
on Public Health reported same on 
Bill "An Act to Authorize and Pro­
vide for the Temporary Admission 
to Practice in this -state of Phy­
sicians and Camp Physicians to 
Protect the Health of the Civilian 
Population During the War Emer­
gency Period" (H. P. 328) (L. D. 
205) 

Reports were read and accepted. 
Ought to Pass With Committee 

Amendment 
Mr. Anderson from the Committee 

on Legal Affairs on Bill "An Act tu 
Confer Additional Rights and 
Powers upon East Branch Improve­
ment Company" (H. P. 560) (L. D. 
286) reported "Ought to pass" as 
amended by Committee Amendment 
"A" submitted therewith. 

Mr. Ward from same Committee 
on Bill "An Act relating to the 
Madison Water District" (H. P. 
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140) (L. D. 109) reported "Ought 
to pass" as amended by Committee 
Amendment "A" submitted there­
with. 

Reports were read and accepted. 
First Reading of Printed Bills and 

Resolve 
Bill "An Act relating to the De­

termination of Profits and the 
Working Capital of the State 
Liquor Commission" (H. P. 767) (L. 
D. 461) 

Bill "An Act relating to Costs of 
Tax Deeds" (H. P. 955) (L. D. 535) 

Resolve in favor of Knox 
Memorial Association, Inc. for Sup­
port and Maintenance of "Mont­
pelier" (H. P. 770) (L. D. 413) 

Bills were read twice, Resolve read 
once, and tomorrow assigned. 
First Reading of Printed Bills With 

Committee Amendment 
Bill "An Act relating to Hunting 

and Trapping Bobcats" (H. P. 87) 
(L. D. 79) 

Bill had its two several readings. 
Committee Amendment "A" read 

by the Clerk as follows: 
Committee Amendment "A" to H. 

P. 87, L. D. 79, Bill "An Act Re­
lating to Hunting and Trapping 
Bobcats." 

Amend said Bill by striking out 
all of section 1 thereof and insert­
ing in place thereof the following: 

"Sec. 1, R. S. c. 38. sec. 72, sub­
section (c) amended. Subsection 
(c) of section 72 of chapter 38 of 
the revised statutes, as revised, is 
hereby repealed and the following 
enacted in place thereof: 

, (c) It shall be lawful to trap bear 
or bobcats at any time, anywhere, 
in the state, and it shall be lawful 
to hunt bear or bobcats at any timf', 
anywhere in the state except on 
Sundays and in the night-time.''' 

Committee Amendment "A" was 
adopted and the Bill was assigned 
for third reading tomorrow morn­
ing. 

Bill "An Act relating to Appor­
tionment to Towns for Teaching 
Positions" (fl. P. 238) (L. D. 186) 

Bill had its first reading. 
The SPEAKER: The Chair rec­

ognizes the gentleman from Calais, 
Mr. Murchie. 

Mr. MURCHIE: Mr. Speaker, 
may I have unanimous consent to 
address the House? 

The SPEAKER: If the gentle­
man desires to speak 'On the bill, 

he does not need unanimous con­
sent. 

Mr. MURCHIE:. Mr. Speaker, 
might I ask a question? It was 
sprung on me rather suddenly, and 
I confess to the House I am a lit­
tle bit nervous at the moment. Has 
this to do with Legislative DQcu­
ment 186, Mr. Speaker? 

The SPEAKER: That is right; 
Legislative Document 186 is under 
consideratiun at this time. 

Mr. MURCHIE: Mr. Speaker, the 
first thought that I want to get into 
the minds of the members of the 
Legislature is that I am not op­
posed to this bill, but due to the 
fact that it is so much involved in 
a certain financial situation in the 
State of Maine, I feel that we ought 
to give consideration to a matter 
that is just as vital as this, and I 
will try to get it before you, if I 
can. 

The point is that I am wonder­
ing if we should go the whole way, 
and I will come, in a moment, to 
what I am driving at. This bill is 
aimed just to help the teachers and 
will in no particular way help the 
more or less poorer towns in their 
real serious situations. If this 
$90.{){) allotment is paid directly to 
the teacher, as seems to be the 
thought of the sponsors of the bill, 
it confers no direct benefit on the 
towns, except perhaps a better sat­
isfied group of teachers. Please un­
derstand that I have no desire to go 
against the value of the bill, but I 
have another thought in my mind 
to which we ought to give consid­
eration, and if I can study out later 
any way in which the matter might 
be met, I would be glad to drop 
this subject, but that is the thought 
I have in mind. 

Now, I suppose you will say, 
"What i~ he driving at anyway?" 
It is a strange thing that I have 
got to tell you, as I go along, what 
I get in sentiment at home and 
out around. I do not mean in my 
own home, but I mean here and 
there and everywhere. Some say 
that these teachers of ours attend 
conventions in other more wealthy 
cities and states, and are trying to 
build up our school system on a 
scientific basis beyond what we can 
afford. What I am driving at is 
this: Why not now show that we 
are conscious of a serious situation 
in real estate and that, ladies and 
gentlemen, is what I am driving 
at. The thought I had in mind 
was, might it not be better to take 
a sufficient amount from this $500,-



LEGISLATIVE RECORD-HOUSE, MARCH 4, 1943 319 

000 to reduce real estate taxation 
one-quarter mill, and show that we 
are thinking of a serious situation? 
While it is a very small start, noth­
ing but a gesture, it will be a move 
in the right direction and will in­
dicate that you ladies and gentle­
men in the Legislature have got 
something to take home with you, 
rather than just the reputation of 
sitting here sixteen weeks and do­
ing not another thing but increas­
ing expenses and hoisting salaries. 

I am offering an opportunity to 
you to take something home with 
you. If the amount of money to be 
used under this bill were reduced 
by, say, $175,000 to meet the de­
crease of one-quarter mill in the 
real estate tax, it would still leave 
$325,0'00 to go toward the increase 
in teachers' pay, or perhaps about 
$60.00 per teaching position, rather 
than $9.0.0'0' as the bill proposes. 
Perhaps, who knows, in the begin­
ning they may not have felt they 
could get the whole amount of 
money, and perhaps they might 
feel that we were using them fair­
ly well by thus giving the teachers 
two-thirds of the desired amount, 
as I see it, and at the same time 
make a start toward the goal of 
real estate reduction that is com­
ing to a head in this State just as 
sure as thf sun rises in the morn­
ing and by the time another Legis­
lative session rolls around. There 
is an alternative proposition, to be 
sure. We might split the money 
to some extent and turn it over to 
the Department of Education, to be 
allocated to the town on the per 
capita basis, and thus get the bene­
fit, and, of course, help in a small 
way, but I am in favor of the first 
suggestion'. 

But I believe it would be a step 
in the right direction that might 
save a real eruption later on, when 
that kind of a tax battle-and it is 
coming later on-presents itself. 

I am going to ask yoU to do some­
thing. If you are willing to do it, 
I will conclude you would like to 
consider the matter; and if you re­
fuse to do it, I shall not be very 
much disappointed but will content 
myself with my belief that I was 
right in placing the situation before 
you. 

What I am going to ask you is to 
consider it; you can consult the 
Tax Assessor, or consult the Gov­
ernor, or any source of information 
you desire, and come to a conclu­
sion. Some will say, to be sure. it 
is too small a start. That is more 

or less true; and some will say 
that the assessor will catch up on 
you by increased valuation; but I 
feel the saturation point has been 
reached there. To be sure they 
can increase values in towns and 
cities that are getting the benefits 
of the war, where large increases in 
values of real estate are being felt, 
but there is a corresponding break­
down in many, many towns in this 
State which will more than offset 
that situation. 

Now, I am offering you just slim­
ply an opportunity to take something 
home with you that is worth while; 
and as I said I shall not be very 
much disappointed if you do not 
go along with me, but you would 
be taking something home that 
might be worth while, helping the 
teachers to a considerable extent, 
and showing that you appreCiate a 
real serious condition in real es­
tate taxation. 

If, to be sure, there is another 
solution,-and assuming the teach­
ers' fund could be found,-then I 
will make an effort to try and find 
it, and then I will drop that idea. 

With that explanation, Mr. 
Speaker, I am going to ask that 
this matter be tabled pending its 
second reading. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Calais, Mr. Murchie, moves 
that L. D. 186 be tabled pending its 
second reading. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle­
man from Mapleton, Mr. Webber. 

Mr. WEBBER: Mr. Speaker­
The SPEAKER: For what pur­

pose does the gentleman rise? 
Mr. WEBBER: Mr. Speaker, I 

want to reply to - - - -
The SPEAKER: The question 

before the House is on the motion 
of the gentleman from Calais, Mr. 
Murchie, that the Bill be tabled 
pending its second reading. The 
motion is not debatable. 

All those in favor of the motion 
of the gentleman from Calais, Mr. 
Murchie, that L. D. 186 be tabled 
pending its second reading will sav 
aye' those opposed no. 

A viva voce vote being doubted, 
A division of the House was had. 
Fifty-five having voted in the 

affirmative and 54 in the negative, 
the motion prevailed, and the Bill, 
with accompanying papers, was 
tabled pending second reading. 

Bill "An Act to Provide for the 
Appointment of a Board of Com-
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missioners of Police for the city of 
Augusta" (H. P. 558) (L. D. 29.7) 

Bill had its two several readmgs. 
Committee Amendment "A" read 

bv the Clerk as follows: 
"Committee Amendment "A" to H. 

P 558. L. D. 297, Bill "An Act to 
Provide for the Appointment of a 
Board of Commissioners of Police 
for the city of Augusta." 

Amend said Bill by adding at the 
end thereof 2 new sections to read 
as follows: 

"Sec. 'I, P. & S. L. 1937, c. 61. sec. 
1, a,mended. Section 1 of chapter 61 
of the private and special laws of 
1937 is hereby amended to read as 
follows: 

'Sec. 1. Organization. The police 
department of the city of Augu.sta 
shall consist of a chief of polIce, 
deputy-chief of police, e. ~e.pte.ir. 
2 captains and patrolmen to the 
number determined by the mayor 
and city council of said city.''' 

"Sec. 5. P. & S. L. 1937, c. 61, sec. 
5 amended. Section 5 of chapter 61 
of the private and special laws of 
1937 is hereby amended to read as 
follows: . 

'Sec. 5. Procedure. When sald 
board of commissioners shall have 
qualified, they shall meet an~ elect 
8, chairman and clerk of thelr own 
number, and shall forthwith sel~ct 
and appoint in the manner herem­
after provided said patrolmen, 1 of 
whom shall be designated by them 
as chief of police, 1 as deputy-chief 
of police and 1 as captain 2 as cap­
tains' all of whom shall constitute 
the police department of said city 
of Augusta.''' 

Oommittee Amendme~t "A" was 
adopted, and tomorrow was assign­
ed for third reading of the Bill. 

Bill "An Act relating to a Bond 
for Town Clerks" (H. P. 629) (L. D. 
371) 

Bill had its two several read­
ings. 

Committee Amendment "A" read 
by the Clerk as follows: 

Committee Amendment "A" to H. 
P. 629 L. D. 371, Bill "An Act Re­
lating to a Bond for Town Clerks." 

Amend said Bill by inserting be­
fore the word 'The' in the first line 
thereof the words: "Any town may 
by vote require that." 

Thereupon, Committee Amend­
ment "A" was adopted and tomor­
row was assigned for third reading 
of the Bill. 

Passed to Be Engrossed 
Bill "An Act in relation to Fees 

of Referees" (S. P. 121) (L. D. 153) 
Bill "An Act relating to Salary 

of Treasurer of Oxford County" (S. 
P. 149) (L. D. 184) 

Bill "An Act relating to the Sal­
ary of the Clerk of the Lewiston 
Municipal Court" (S. P. 179) (L. D. 
239) 

Bill "An Act relating to the Sup­
port of Dependents of veterans of 
World War I and World War II" 
\S. P. 324) (L. D. 527) 

Bill "An Act to Amend the Work­
men's Compensation Act relative to 
Artificial Physical Aids and Medlcal 
Services" (S. P. 335) (L. D. 509) 

Bill "An Act to Make Uniform 
the Costs in Trial Justice Courts" 
(S. P. 337) (L. D. 511) 

Bill "An Act to Provide for Town 
Elections for the town of Mil­
linocket" (H. P. 104) (L. D. 63) 

Bill "An Act relating to Expenses 
of the state Racing Commission" 
(H. P. 764) (L. D. 409) 

Bill "An Act relating to the Or­
ganized Townships Fund" (H. P. 
765) (L. D. 410) 

Bill "An Act relating to Fees for 
Eating and Lodging Places" (H. P. 
766) (L. D. 411) 

Bill "An Act relating to Military 
Accounts" (H. P. 807) (L. D. 464) 

Bill "An Act relating to Parole of 
Inmates of Reformatory for Men" 
(H. P. 942) (L. D. 488) 

Bill "An Act relative to Widows 
and Widowers Sharing in Estates" 
(H. P. 943) (L. D. 489) 

Bill "An Act relating to Appeals 
from Magistrates" (H. P. 945) (L. D. 
491) . d' 

Bill "An Act relating to' JUrIS lC-
tion of Violations of the Potato Tax 
Law" (H. P. 1248) (L. D. 750) 

Resolve in favor of Fort McClary 
(H. P. 523) (L. D. 306) 

Were reported by the Committee 
on Bills in the Third Reading, Bills 
read the third time, Resolve read 
the second time, all passed to be 
engrossed and sent to the Senate. 

Amended Bills 
Bill "An Act relating to the South 

Portland Municipal Court" (S. P. 
57) (L. D. 50) 

Bill "An Act relating to Condi­
tions in Passing Vehicles on the 
Road" (S. P. 299) (L. D. 438) 

Bill "An Act relating to Adoption 
of Children" (H. P. 591) (L. D. 372) 

Were reported by the Committee 
on Bills in the Third Reading, read 
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the third time, passed to be en­
grossed as amended and sent to the 
Senate. 

Passed to be Enacted 
Enactor Tabled 

An Act Amending the Old Age 
Assistance Law (S. P. 71) (L. D. 6) 

(Was reported by the Committee 
on Engrossed Bills as truly and 
strictly engrossed, and on motion 
by Mr. Tuttle of Pownal, tabled 
pending passage to be enacted) 

Passed to be Enacted (Cont'd) 
An Ad relating to Compensation 

of Collectors (S. P. 102) (L. D. 38) 
An Act relating to the Dumping 

of Waste Potatoes (S. P. 155) (L. D. 
175) 

An Act relating to Mirrors on Mo­
tor Vehicles (S. P. 301) (L. D. 434) 

An Act relating to Fees of Ex­
pert Witnesses in Homicide Cases 
(S. P. 406) (L. D. 670) 

An Act relating to Membership 
and Creditable Service in the Joint­
ly-Contributory RetJirement System 
for State Employees, Except Teach­
ers (H. P. 15) (L. D. 20) 

An Act relating to Investments by 
Savings Banks (H. P. 54) (L. D. 54) 

An Act Granting Prior Service to 
Stenographers of the Former Su­
preme Judicial or Superior Oourts 
rH. P. 93) (L. D. 81) 

An Act relative to Hunting of 
Game Birds in York County (H. P. 
313) (L. D. 228) 

An Act relating to Counting of 
Ballots (H. P. 323) (L. D. 223) 

An Act relating to Protection of 
Children rH. P. 348) (L. D. 218) 

An Act Extending the Period for 
which the Board of Finance in the 
City of Waterville is established (H. 
P. 455) (L. D. 259) 

An Act relating to the Examina­
tion of the Public Debt Amortiza­
tion Fund of the City of Waterville 
rH. P. 456) (L. D. 245) 

An Act relating to Transfer of 
Title Under Court Order (H. P. 547) 
(L. D. 290) 

An Act relating to Membership ill 
the Jointly-Contributory Retirement 
System for Employees of the Inland 
Fish and Game Departement (H. 
P. 550) (L. D. 312) 

An Act relating to the Definition 
of Interest Under the Teachers' Re­
tirement System (H. P. 551) (L. D. 
292) 

An Act to Amend the Charter of 
the Maine Central Institute (H. P. 
567) (L. D. 302) 

Finally Passed 
Resolve Authorizing Removal of 

Screen at Outlet of Tunk Pond (S. 
P. 318) (L. D. 671) 

Were reported by the Committee 
on Engrossed Bills as truly and 
strictly engrossed, Bills passed to be 
enacted, Resolve finally passed, all 
signed by the Speaker and sent to 
the Senate. 

Orders of the Day 
On motion by Miss Clough of 

Bangor, the House voted to take 
from the table the twentieth babied 
and unassigned matter, "An Act 
Amending the Charter of the Asso­
ciated Hospita. Service of Maine" 
(S. P. 221) (L D. 340) tabled on 
March 3rd by that gentlewoman, 
pending enactment; and on further 
motion by Miss Clough the Bill was 
passed to be enacted, Signed by the 
Speaker and sent to the Senate. 

On motion by Mr. McKusick of 
Parkman, the House voted to take 
from the table the seventh tabled 
and unassigned matter, "An Act 
Permitting Short Period Registra­
tion of Trucks" (B. P. 37) (L. D. 27) 
tabled on February 25th by that 
gentleman pending enactment. 

On further motion by Mr. Mc­
Kusick, the rule~ were suspended in 
order to permit that gentleman to 
move reconsideration of the action 
of the House whereby L. D. 27 was 
passed to be engrossed. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Parkman, 
Ur. McKusick. 

Mr. McKUSICK: Mr. Speaker, I 
now move that thp House reconsid­
er its ,action taken a short time ago 
whereby Leg'islative Document 27, 
Bill "An Act Permitting Short 
Period Registration of Trucks" was 
passed to be engrossed. 

After this bill reached the stage 
of enactment, several members of 
the House and Senate came to me 
and pointed out that there was one 
shortage in the making up of this 
bill. 

As you know, we are facing a criti­
cal situation in food production, and 
one of the reasons for that critical 
situation is the shortage of trans­
portation and labor for farmers, and 
E'lme of our potato farmers in the 
House and Senate pOinted out to me 
that if this bill went its ordinary 
course these benefits would not be 
avai'able to farmers to move their 
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fertilizer in the spring. As you know, 
it is necessary for thousands of tons 
of fertilizer to be moved here in the 
state of Maine from the warehouses 
to the f"rms. My purpose in asking 
the reconsideration of the vote 
whereby we passed this bill to be 
engrossed is that I may offer an 
amendment to attach to this bill the 
emergency clause which would make 
the benefits of the act available to 
farmers immediately when passed. 
Tha+ is my sole purpose. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman 
from Parkman, Mr. McKusick, 
moves that the House reconsider its 
action whereby Legislative Docu­
ment 27 was passed to be engrossed 
on February 18th. Is this the plea­
sure of tl .... e House? 

The motion prevailed. 
Mr. McKusick then offered House 

Amendment "A" and moved its 
adoption. 

House Amendment "A" read by the 
Clerk as follows: 

House Amendment "A" to H. P. 37, 
L. D. 27, Bill, "An Act Permitting 
Short Period Registration of Trucks." 

Amend said Bill by inserting be­
fore the enacting clause thereof the 
following: 

'Emergency preamble. Whereas, 
because of the war emergency all 
transportation. especially that by 
trucks, is seriously hampered, and 

Whereas, the transportation of 
fertilizer is essential to the produc­
bon of crops, and, it is essential that 
the ferWizer b(~ available by April or 
May, and 

Whereas, the passage of this act 
wi~l permit the transportation of fer­
tIlIzer to farmers in time to materi­
ally assist in the production of food 
for the war, and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the 
legislature these facts create an 
emergency within the meaning of 
section 16 of Article XXXI of the 
constitution and require the follow­
in.g legislation as immediately neces­
sary to.r the preservation of the pub­
lic peace, health and safety· now 
therefore.' ' 

Further amend said Bill by adding 
at, the end thereof the following: 

Emergency clause. In view of the 
emergency cited in the preamble 
this act shall take effect when ap~ 
proved.' 

Thereupon, House Amendment "A" 
was adopted and the Bill as amend­
ed was passed to be engrossed in 
non-concurrencE' and sent up for 
concurrence. 

On motion by Miss Clough of 
Bangor, the House voted to recon­
sider its action 'taken yesterday 
whereby it indefinitely postponed 
Bill "An Act Relating to the Salary 
of the Register of Probate of Saga­
dahoc County," (H. P. 118.) (L. D. 
72); and on further motion by fue 
same member the Bill was recom­
mitted to the Committee on Salaries 
and Fees and sent up for concur­
rence. 

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houl­
ton, the House voted to take from 
the table the sixteenth tabled and 
unassigned matter, Bill "An Act Re­
lating to the Salary of the Recorder 
of the Houlton Municipal Court" (H. 
P 329) (L. D. 200), tabled on March 
3rd by thlNt gentleman pending third 
reading; and or. further motion by 
the same gentleman the Bill had its 
third reading and was passed to be 
engrossed and sent up for concur­
rence. 

The SPEAKER: The House is 
proceeding under Orders of the Day. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle­
man from Rockland, Mr. Sleeper. 

Mr. SLEEPER: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I presume 
that a great many of you are inter­
ested as to the progress we are mak­
ing in the handling of the bills, and 
under the able leadership of the 
Speaker, I can say that we are mak­
ing very good progress. The num­
ber of bills that have been reported 
out to date are 280; the number of 
bills in the hands of Committees 
are 435; the number of bills heard 
but not reported are 212; the num­
ber of bills advertised but not heard 
are 134; the number of bills remain­
ing unadvertised are 94; and the 
number of bills recommitted are 
two. 

Now that is a very good record, 
with one possible exception, the 
number of bills heard but not re­
ported, 212. That means that the 
Committees as yet have not had 
their executive sessions, and have 
not voted on these bills. That is 
the only thing that the members of 
the House can do to help expedite 
legislation. So we hope in the next 
day or two that these Committees 
that have heard these bills will hold 
their executive sessions and make 
their reports, so that we can go 
along with the legislation. 

Also, perhaps you older members 
know, and a great many of the new-
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er members, that we have not as 
yet introduced an order making a 
dead-line on tabled and unassigned 
matters. The calendar is now get­
ting pretty well clogged up; we had 
twenty matters on the table; one 
has been taken off; we had several 
more tabled today. We hope we 
will not have to make an arbitrary 
decision on these matters and take 
these matters off arbitrarily, but If 
the calendar should get too clogged, 
we will have to introduce an order 
next week or soon thereafter, taking 
the bills automatically off the table 
on certain days; but if everyone 
who tables these bills takes them 
off voluntarily and the calendar is 
not cluttered up too long, perhaps 
we will not have to introduce that 
order. 

The SPEAKER: The House is 
proceeding under Orders of the Day. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle­
man from Bangor, Mr. Maxwell. 

Mr. MAXWELL: Mr. Speaker, 
may I have unanimous consent to 
address the House? 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Bangor, Mr. Maxwell, asks 
unanimous consent to address the 
House. Is there objection? 

The Chair hears none and the 
gentleman may proceed. 

Mr. MAXWELL: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I want to 
give an explanation about some­
thing that has happened today. I 
am referring to the second tabled 
and unassigned matter which is on 

the calendar, Report "A" "Ought to 
pass" of the Committee on Judi­
ciary, and Report "B" "Ought not 
to pass" of the same Committee on 
Bill "An Act Relating to Incurable 
Insanity as a Cause for which a Di­
vorce may be Granted" tHo P. 185) 
(L. D. 124) tabled by me on Febru­
ary 16th, pending acceptance of 
either report. It was my intention 
to bring that matter before the 
House for the acceptance of one of 
these reports. 

This morning, there was a matter 
that came to my attention that 
would indicate that there might be 
some improvement made in the bill; 
it was something that I believed 
needed thought and consideration, 
not only on my part but on the part 
of the members of the House, so as 
to enable them to give the matter 
proper ocnsideration; so I drew up 
an amendment, which is now in the 
hands of the Clerk, and will be dis­
tributed here in the morning; and 
I am, therefore, offering this ex­
planation for not takng the second 
tabled and unassigned matter from 
the table. 

The SPEAKER: Is there any 
other matter to come before the 
House under Orders of the Day? 

If not, the Clerk will read the 
notices. 

On motion by Mr. Cousins of Old 
Town, 

Adjourned until ten o'clock to­
morrow morning. 




