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SENATE

Wednesday, October 27, 1937.
Senate called to order by the
President.
Prayer by the Rev. Herbert E. P.
Pressey of Augusta.
Journal of yesterday,
approved.

read and

The following bill was received
and on recommendation by the
Ccemmittee on Reference of Bills,
was referred to the following com-
mittee:

Public Utilities

Bill, “An Act Authorizing Dis-
tricts, Cities, Towns, and Planta-
tions to Establish, Acquire, Own and
Operate Public Utilities”. (S. P. 543)
(L. B. 1075)

(500 copies ordered printed.)

Sent down for concurrence.

Order
On motion by Mr. Ashby of
Aroostook, it was

ORDERED, the House concurring,
that free telephone service during
the present Special Session be pro-
vided for each member and officer
of the Senate and House, to the
number of five calls of reasonable
duration from Augusta to points
within the limits of the State of
Maine, and that each member and
officer of the House and Senate be
provided with a card, to be certi-
fied to by the Secretary of State or
his deputy. The cost of this service
to be paid to the New England
Telephone and Telegraph Company
at regular tariff rates. (8. P. 543)

Sent down for concurrence.

From the House, out of order:

Bill “An Act to Provide for Old
Age Assistance; to Guarantee a
Minimum Educational Program and
to Provide Revenue Therefor.” (H.
P. 1903) (L. D. 1078)

In the House, referred to the
Committee on Appropriations and
Financial Affairs, with instructions
to report thereon not later than 4
P. M. today. 1000 copies ordered
printed.

In the Senate

Mr. WALSH of Androscoggin:
Mr. President, may I inquire if that
report at four o’clock is to be a full
committee report ‘“ought to pass”
or “ought not to pass” in regard to

the bill?
The PRESIDENT: The Chair

will state that the committee might
report either way, or with a new
draft, or with amendments.

Mr. WALSH: Mr. President, I
wish to say I am heartily opposed
to any such move as this. I may
be wrong but I think this is a so-
called session of the legislature and
not a session of the governor and
executive council. A session of the
legislature generally is presumed to
allow the people of the State of
Maine to come before it and express
views and opinions through an
orderly and organized procedure,
through a committee. This pro-
cedure is evidently to be dispensed
with for the well-known steam roll-
ing process.

We hear a lot of talk about dic-
tatorship in federal government but
I see now where our governor is
adopting the same procedure. I see
no reason whatsoever for our going
through with any such farcical pro-
cedure as this. There are people in
the state of Maine who wish to be
heard on it. They have called me
and said they wished to be heard.
There are organizations that wish
to be heard. For instance, there is
no new legislation to be introduced
after three n’clock this afternoon
so I might suggest to the Republi-
can majority here in the Senate
that they arrange to introduce
sufficient and reasonable legislation
to take care of old age pensions.

Under date of October 23rd I had
a letter from Mr. Leadbetter. It
was signed by Mr. James Atwood,
an accountant in the department,
in which he says that there are at
the present time 20,000 people in the
State of Maine eligible for old age
assistance; yet the program advo-
cated by the governor’s message
yesterday has provided, on a sliding
scale upwards, to June 1939 for only
13,700 people. So two years from
now you would still have approxi-
mately 7,000 people in the state of
Maine not getting old age assist-
ance. You are railroading a pro-
gram through this afternoon which
attempts to take care of only two
thirds of the people and two years
from now you will have 7,000 people
still eligible for old age assistance.
If you want to railroad this
through, I cannot stop you nor can
the minority of the Senate, but as
I said to you six months ago, they
are catching up with you rapidly
and are almost caught up with you
now.
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Mr. CORRIGAN of Washington:
Mr. President, I wish to express my
opinion on the same subject. As I
understand it, public hearings will
be held today and tomorrow and I,
as a believer in democratic govern-
ment, feel that the people have a
right to be heard on these bills and
that we should not come in here
and jam these things through with-
out giving the people an oppor-
tunity to be heard.

We hear much about President
Roosevelt dictating to Congress but
I haven’t read in the papers or any-
where that President Roosevelt ever
came in and handed a bill to the
leaders of the House in Washington
as our governor did yesterday. He
said in his message yesterday that
he had already drawn up a bill to
present to the members of the
House and Senate, and he did so.
1, for one, have no wish to stay here
any more than the rest of you have.
I have a living to make and busi-
ness to attend to but rather than
proceed in any such way as this I
am willing to stay here all this Fall.
I am opposed to this method of
railroading this bill through with-
out allowing the people to have
anything to say about it.

If the “powers that be” in this
legislature wish to put this through
I suppose that, as Senator Walsh
says, it cannot be stopped. This
program presented by the Governor
means just a slashing of depart-
ments and permanently laying off
those employees in the lower paid
brackets. If the majority of the
legislature and our Governor are
really sincere in desiring to relieve
the pressure on the people of the
state they should advocate and en-
act an income tax measure to take
care of old age pensions and the
equalization educational bill which
would bear only on those in the
higher paid brackets who can afford
to pay it. People with large in-
comes can stand the payment of a
part of their income and still get
along all right and if the Governor
were sincere in his program yester-
day—he said that the power com-
panies had volunteered a reduction
of five hundred thousand dollars in
rates for the benefit of the tax-
payers of the state of Maine but if
I remember correctly the Public
Utilities Commission ordered that
reduction—but at any rate, if he
were to take this bill that I intro-
duced at our last regular session

and have again introduced in this
one, which gives the municipalities
the right to go into the power busi-
ness in competition with the two
big power companies of this state,
the Bangor Hydro-Electric Com-
pany and the Central Maine Power
Company, it would have the same
results for domestic rates as in
those places where they are getting
a cheaper rate of anywhere from
three-quarters of a cent to a cent
and a half or two cents instead of
paying an average rate of five or six
cents as we do here in Maine.

Mr. President, I am opposed to
this procedure and shall vote
against it.

Thereupon, the bill was referred
to the Committee on Appropriations
and Financial Affairs, with instruc-
tions to report thereon not later
than four P. M. today, and 1000
copies ordered printed, in concur-
rence.

From the House, out of order:

Bill “An Act Relating to Enforce-
ment of the Liquor Laws.” (H. P.
1906) (L. D. 1080)

In the House, referred to the
Committee on Legal Affairs, with
instructions to report thereon not
later than four P. M. today, and
500 copies ordered printed.

In the Senate:

Mr. WALSH of Androscoggin:
Mr. President, in regard to the
liqu. - bill, I still reiterate my

previous position because I believe
this is a very interesting bill on
which a lot of people and organ-
izations should be heard, especially
in view of the fact that in the list
of economies submitted by the
Governor and council, I find no
reference whatsoever to the Liquor
Department or Liquor Commission,
one of the largest and most profit-
able departments in the state. It
may be political patronage is con-
centrated in the Liquor Department
and several people might lose their
jobs, and I imagine if we had a
public hearing the results would be
very interesting, but I suppose it
will be railroaded through like the
other bills, so we will just accept it.

Thereupon, the bill was referred
to the Committee on Legal Affairs,
with instructions to report thereon
not later than four P. M. today, and
500 copies ordered printed, in con-
currence.
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Papers from the House, out of
order and under suspension of the
rules, disposed of in concurrence.

The PRESIDENT: If there is no
further business to come before the
Senate at this time, the Senate will
recess until this afternoon at four-
thirty o’clock.

After Recess

The Senate was called to order
by the President:

From the House, out of order:

Joint Order relating to telephone
service. (8. P. 545)

(In the Senate. earlier in today’s
session, read and passed.)

Comes from the House, indefi-
nitely postponed in non-concur-
rence.

In the Senate, that Body voted to
recede and concur with the House
in the indefinite postponement of
the order.

From the House, out of order:

The Committee on Appropriations
and Financial Affairs on bill, “An
Act to Provide for Old Age Assist-
ance; to Guarantee a Minimum
Educational Program and to Pro-
vide Revenue Therefor” (H. P.
1903) (L. D. 1078) reported that the
same ought to pass.

In the House, the report was read
and accepted and under suspension
of the rules the bill was given its
three several readings and passed
to be engrossed as amended by
House Amendment “A”.

In the Senate:

Mr. MALIAR of Androscoggin:
Mr. President, I'd like to say just
a few brief words before voting on
this particlar measure. As a mem-
ber of the minority party, I knew
nothing of the measure before lis-
tening to the Governor last night,
but last evening I made up my
mind that this particular measure
was not a party issue. I feel that
the old people of this state should
be taken care of. I feel, on this
plan of the Governor’s, that it is
a plan for taking care of these old
people without taxing the people
to death, with the exception of a
small increase in the liquor tax of
five percent; so I want to go on
record here and now as being in
favor of the Governor’s plan which
will give the old people, the aged of
Maine, somewhere around 14,000 of
them, something to look forward to.

I hope the people of Maine and of
my home town will understand this
legislature is trying to back the
Governor in his plan fo do the
right thing. If it is a failure, the
Governor will certainly be respon-
sible because I believe the legisla-
ture is back of him one hundred
percent.

Mr. CORRIGAN of Washington:
Mr. President, I wish to state my
position on this bill. I bhelieve in
taking care of the old people, ab-
solutely. I believe and have be-
lieved that the funds for taking
care of the old people should come
from an income tax. It should
come from those in the state who
can afford it, those who have a
large income—and a great many
do not earn it—and I think those
are the people who should be taxed
to support this movement. I am
not at all satisfied with this bill as
it comes up here not by any means,
but I intend to vote for it with that
understanding. It is the best there
seems to be at the present time and
there would be no chance of getting
anything else through here, but I
think the funds for the program
should come from those who can
afford to pay and not by a reduc-
tior of wages, probably of depart-
mental employees or the laying off
of a good many of those who are
barely getting along now. Natural-
ly, I think it is where the funds
will come from. When this is sim-
mered down and the legislature has
gone home they will begin dumping
out the little stenographers and the
men who are getting small salaries
and there will be no heads of de-
partments cut, and the Liquor De-
partment will not be affected be-
cause it will go along as it stands
now and al the good, faithful boys
throughout the state will have been
rewarded and will not be touched
because that department is one
hundred percent okay. But I in-
sist the funds for this purpose
should come from a straight in-
come tax which several other states
have got and they find the plan
works all right.

Thereupon, the “Ought to Pass”
report of the committee was accept-
ed in concurrence and the bill was
given its first reading. House
Amendment “A” was read and
adopted in concurrence.

Mr. Walsh presented Senate
Amendment “A” and moved its
adoption:
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“Senate Amendment “A” to bill,
An Act to Provide for Old Age As-
sistance to Guarantee a Minimum
Educational Program and to Pro-
vide Revenue Therefor (L. D.
1078). Amend said bill by striking
out the words ‘be determined by the
Governor and Council’ in the last
sentence of the first paragraph of
Section 4-A, Title II, and inserting
in place thereof the following
words: ‘not exceed the sum of
$7500 per year for the three Com-
missioners.””

Mr. WALSH: Mr. President, in
going over this bill as presented by
Mr. Hill in the House, I assume that
Mr. Hill in drawing up the bill—I
assume it is his bill as his name is
attached—made the error or over-
looked the fact that no specific sal-
ary was stipulated. Now when we
start talking economy let’s make it
plain. We were over here sixteen
weeks last winter and there was a
lot of economy talked. Practically
the only support the economy plan
had was the vote of the Demo-
cratic minority here in the Senate.
Now we come with this bill with a
blanket authority or endorsement to
the Governor and Council to employ
three men and to pay them what-
ever they please to administer this
act. Last year the act was adminis-
tered through the office of the
Health and Welfare Department,
supervised by Mr. Leadbetter, and
there were no large salaries paid.
Now, it seems, the gravy bowl is
getting empty again and we have
got to have three high priced com-
missioners. You talk about bureaus
in Washington! The only thing ac-
complished in this session is the set-
ting up of another bureau without
limiting the amount of salary to be
paid these commissioners. The peo-
ple of Maine sent us here last win-
ter to practice economy and they
have sent us back here now. How
much will the commissioners be
paid? $5,000, $6,000, $7,000 or $10,-
000 a year? Possibly. You are going
home and giving them a blanket
endorsement to vote any amount of
money they want paid to the three
commissioners. They can pay them
whatever they please. It doesn’t do
any good to protest because the
minority is always wrong. I do not
protest because I am a Democrat. I
would protest if a Democrat
brought it in. I protest against the
whole procedure. As I told you this
morning, we are assembled, not only

as a legislature but as a general
court, a general court of the peo-
ple, where the people ought to be
allowed to come and be heard, and
you have denied the people the
right to be heard. The legislative
procedure calls for advertising
hearings. You can hold this thing
over for a couple of days and have
a hearing for the sake of political
expediency. In the words of the dis-
tinguished senator from Bangor,
Senator Martin, in her speech in
New York, I believe it was, may I
suggest that this legislature and its
governor be ‘“more efficacious and
more orchidaceous” to transfer the
proverb.

Mr. HUSSEY of Kennebec: Mr.
President, 1 move the ndefinite
postponement of this amendment.

Mr. WALSH: Mr. President, I ask
for a roll call.

The PRESIDENT: The question
before the Senate is on the indefi-
nite postponement of Senhate Amend-
ment “A” to Legislative Document
1078 and the Senator from Andros-
coggin, Senator Walsh, has asked
for a roll call. Before a roll call
may be crdered the affirmative vote
of one-fifth of the members present
is necessary. Is the Senate ready
for the question?

A division of the Senate was had.
A sufficient number obviously not
having risen a roll call was not or-
dered.

The PRESIDENT: The question
before the Senate is now upon the
indefinite postponement of Senate
Amendment “A.” Is the Senate
ready for the question?

A viva voce vote being had, Sen-
ate Amendment “A” was indefinitely
postponed.

Thereupon, under suspension of
the rules, the bill was given its sec-
ond reading and passed to be en-
grossed as amended by House
Amendment “A” in concurrence.

From the House, out of order:

The Committee on Legal Affairs
on bill, “An Act Relating to En-
torcement of the Liquor Law,” (H. P.
1906) (L. D. 1080) reported that the
same ought to pass.

In the House, the report of the
committee was accepted and under
suspension of the rules the bill was
given its three several readings and
passed to be engrossed.

In the Senate, the report of the
committee was accepted in concur-
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rence and the bill was given its first
reading.

Thereupon, on motion by Mr. Ash-
by of Aroostook, the rules were sus-
pended and the bill was given its
second reading and passed to be
engrossed in concurrence.

From the House, out of order:

The Committee on Judiciary on
hill, “An Act Amending the Law Re-
lating to Unemployment Compen-
sation,” (H. P. 1904) (L. D. 1079)
reported that Committee Amend-
ment “A” be adopted and the bill
as amended ought to pass.

In the House, the report of the
committee was accepted and under
suspension of the rules, the bill was
given its three several readings anc
passed tc be engrossed as amended
by Committee Amendment “A.”

In the Senate, the report was ac-
cepted in concurrence and the bili
was given its first reading.

Committee Amendment “A” was
read: “Committee Amendment A to
Legislative Document 1079. Amend
said bil] by adding to the end there-
of the following: ‘Emergency Clause.
In view of the emergency set forth
in the preamble this act shall take
effect when approved.””

Thereupon, Committee Amend-
ment “A” was adopted in concur-
rence and under suspension of the
rules the bill was given its second
reading and passed to be engrossed
as amended by Committee Amend-
ment “A” in concurrence.

From the House, out of order:

The Committee on Ways and
Bridges on bill “An Act Providing
for the Reduction in Fees for Reg-
istration of Motor Vehicles,” (H. P.
1902) (L. D. 1077) reported that the
same ought to pass.

In the House, the report was ac-
cepted and under suspension of the
rules, the bill was given its three
several readings and passed to be
engrossed as amended by House
Amendment “A.”’

In the Senate:

MR. WALSH: Mr. President, I
have had several inquiries about
this bill. In fact, it seems a lot of
people throughout the state can-
not understand why, with no clamor
and no demand, we suddenly come
through with a decrease of five
percent in automobile registration
fees. To the individual automobile
owner that means practically noth-
ing. Coming down to cases, might

it not be possible that the pressure
was put on in the right place with
certain combines of trucking inter-
ests and large operators of fleets
and certain public utilities which
operate bus fleets in order to re-
duce the amount of license fees
they pay? Might it also be a sock
thrown to certain individuals who
have been advocating a reduction
in property tax to rather offset the
agitation for an income tax? I
realize this will pass and I will
vote for it but I think possibly it
might be well to present some rea-
son why this reduction was brought
forward at this time.

Thereupon, the report was ac-
cepted in concurrence and the bill
was given its first reading; House
Amendment “A” was read and
adopted in concurrence and under
suspension of the rules, the bill was
given its second reading and passed
to be engrossed as amended by
House Amendment “A” in concur-
rence.

Mr. Hussey of Kennebec, out of
order and under suspension of the
rules, presented Resolution of Re-
spect on the death of the late
Councillor Herbert E. Wadsworth.
(8. P. 552) :—

“Resolution. Whereas, the mem-
bers of the Senate and House of
Representatives of the Eighty-
eighth Legislature have learned
with deep sorrow of the death of
the Honorable Herbert E. Wads-
worth, late a member of the Exe-
cutive Council, and

Whereas, by his decease the State
of Maine has suffered the loss of a
public-spirited citizen and benefac-
tor and the state government the
valuable services of a man well
qualified to hold high office, now,
therefore

Be it resolved by the Senate and
House of Representatives that the
state of Maine mourns the decease
of the late Herbert E. Wadsworth,

and

Be it further resolved that a copy
of this resolution be entered in the
Journals of the Senate and House
of Representatives and that a copy

be transmitted to the bereaved
family.”
Thereupon the resolution was
adopted.

Sent down for concurrence.

The following bills and resolves
were received, out of order, and
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under suspension of the rules, and
on recommendation by the Com-
mittee on Reference of Bills, were
referred to the following commit-
tees:

Legal Affairs

Bill “An Act Relating to the sale
of Alcohol.” (S. P. 549)

Bill “An Act Relating to Insur-
ance Agents.” (S. P. 548)

Bill “An Act Creating the Port of
Northeast Harbor Authority.” (S. P.
547)

Bill “An Act to Provide for the
Surrender by Town of Edmunds of
its Organization.” (S. P. 544)

(500 copies of each ordered
printed.)

Sent down for concurrence.

Salaries and Fees
Resolve Authorizing Compensa-
tion for George E. Googins, of Bar
Harbor.” (S. P. 550)
(500 copies ordered printed.)
Sent down for concurrence.

Ways and Bridges

Bill “An Act Relating to the Gen-
eral Highway Fund.” (S. P. 551)

(500 copies ordered printed.)

Sent down for concurrence.

Legal Affairs

“Resolve Changing the Name of
Jordan’s Island.” (S. P. 546)
Sent down for concurrence,

Orders of the Day

On motion by Mr. Willey of Cum-
berland, the Senate voted to re-
consider its former action taken
earlier in today’s session whereby
bill An Act Authorizing Districts,
Cities, Towns, and Plantations to
Establish, Acquire, Own and Oper-
ate Public Utilities” (S. P. 543) (L.
D. 1075) was referred to the Com-
mittee on Public Utilities and 500
copies ordered printed.

MR. WILLEY of Cumberland:
Mr. President, I am well aware of
the sincerity of purpose of the gen-
tleman who introduced this meas-
ure and am also well aware of the
sincerity of purpose of the members
of the other branch of the legisla-
ture who feel there is merit in this
measure, and I am also aware that
a measure 0 nearly similar to this
it can hardly be distinguished, was
introduced in our last regular ses-
sion of the legislature, at which
time it was given full and open
hearing and at that time the legis-

lature voted that it would be inex-
pedient to adopt that type of legis-
lation in the State of Maine.
am also well aware of the fact that
it is costing the state nearly $1,750
a day to keep this legislature here
which was called for the sole pur-
pose of relieving our aged in uneed
and helping our schools in dispair.
Taking those matters into consider-
ation and also having in mind the
sincerity of the man who infro-
duced this measure, I move you,
Mr. President, that this measure be
referred to the next legislature.
MR. CORRIGAN: Mr. President,
I want to thank Senator Willey for
giving me credit for being sincere.
It is more credit than he gave me
last year in the hearing before his
committee. I am improving. I am
glad to know that. The Senator
(Senator Willey) speaks of $1,700
a day. It is a lot of money, un-
doubtedly. I think this bill should
go through. However, I know the
pressure and I know the utility
people have their lobbyists and
they are running around here now
with their eyes on the boys. That
is all right and I understand it.
But $1,700 a day could be saved by
the people of this act should be-
come a law. If we passed this act
to give municipalities the right to
go into the power business, the
very fact it was on the statute
books of the state would almost
automatically reduce our present
electricity rates which are very
high, some of the highest in the
country. The rates charged in the
State of Maine compared with the
Province of Ontario where they
own their own power plant, the
people of Maine are paying each
year between five and six million
dollars more than they pay for
similar service in the province of
Ontario, and a similar amount in
Tacoma, Washington, and a lesser
amount on the T. V. A. down south.
So it would be a great saving to the
people of Maine if this bill were
permitted to go through. But as I
said before, the pressure is too
great. The greatest mehace, as
Senator Norris of Nebraska, pro-
bably one of the greatest men this
country has produced for a genera-
tion, has said, “the greatest menace
we have today for American liberty
is the activity of the power trust.”
Why, when you think of the hold-
ing company act passed bv the last
Congress, when you think of the
money they expended to fight that
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one act, when you think of the
things they did, Mr. President, the
record shows thousands upon
thousands of fake telegrams and
forged letters were sent to the com-
mittee in Washington purporting
to come from citizens of the vari-
ous sections of the country. That
is what you are up against in
Maine. This bill won’t get by here
but there will come a day when
that bill or one similar to it which
will not come from me but will
come from someone else, will ap-
pear and you will be glad to vote
for it.

Mr. WALSH: Mr. President, I
wish to congratulate the Republi-
can party upon the apparent har-
mony and leadership that seems to
have suddenly descended upon this
Legislature, leadership that was so
sadly lacking in the regular session
that it led the Legislature in forty-
seven different directions and ended
in no place, leadership that ended
up with a sales tax which was at-
tempted to be jammed down rhe
throats of the people of Maine.

Now, economy is being talked
again, an economy of seventeen
hundred dollars a day. Where were
your leaders practising economy at
the regular session? Maybe they
were in Washington at the time
and had to arrange to come back
and sit behind the scenes and pull

the strings as they have been pull-
ing them for the last few days.

It is all right to talk about 1e-
ferring bills to the Eighty-ninth
Legislature or indefinitely postpon-
ing them but any bill referring to
the public ownership of public
utilities is just as important as a
bill to change the name of Ram
Island or Goose Island off the coast
of Maine, and I for one strenuously
cbject to postponing any bill refer-
ring to the public utilities of the
State of Maine. I demand, and I
think I am entitled to demand in
behalf of the people of the State of
Maine who sent me over here, that
such bills receive a hearing.

The PRESIDENT: The question
before the Senate is on the motion
of the Senator from Cumberland,
Senator Willey, that Legislative
Document, 1075, An Act Authorizing
Districts, Cities, Towns and Planta-
tions to Establish, Acquire, Own and
Operate Public Utilities be referred
to the next Legislature.

Mr. WALSH: Mr. President, I
ask for a roll call.

A division of the Senate being
had, a roll call was not ordered.

Thereupon, a viva voce vote being
taken, the bill was referred to the
Eighty-ninth Legislature.

On motion by Mr. Spear of Cum-
berland
. Adjourned until tomorrow morn-
ing at ten o’clock.



