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HOUSE

Wednesday, March 27, 1935.

The House met according to ad-
journment and was called to order
by the Speaker.

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Gessnher
of Augusta. .

Journal of the previous session
read and approved.

Papers from the Senate disposed
of in concurrence,

Prom the Senate: Report of the
committee on Education on bill an
act relating to State aid to acad-
emies, S. P, 276, L. D. 259, reporting
same in a new draft, S. P. 659, L.
D. 837, under same title and that
it ought to pass.

Comes from the Senate report
read and accepted and the bill
passed to be engrossed.

In the House:

Mr. COOK of Pittsfield: Mr.
Speaker and members of the House:
I merely want to call your atten-
tion to an error in L. D. 837, new
draft of L. D. 259, On Page 2 the
committee reported $80,000 in place
of $105,000, a cut of about 23 per
cent, but in the bill the amount is
$80,000 as the committee reported.
In this printed form on your desks
it is $18,000—merely an error in the
printing of the bill.

The SPEAKER: The House hears
the remarks of the gentleman from
Pittsfield, Mr. Cook.

Thereupon the report was accept-
ed in concurrence, and the bill re-
ceived its two several readings and
tomorrow assigned.

Senate Bills in First Reading

S. P. 660, L. D. 835: An act relat-
ing to registration of nurses.
. S.P. 221, L. D. 194: An act relat-
ing to hawkers and peddlers.

From the Senate: Report of the
committee on Labor on bill an act
relating to payment of wages, S. P.
152, L. D. 84, reporting same in a
new draft, S. P. 661, L. D. 836, un-
der same title and that it ought to
pass.

Comes from the Senate report
read and accepted and the bill
passed to be engrossed.

In the House, report read and
accepted in concurrence, and the
bill received its two several read-
ings.
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Mr. Chase of Baring presented
House Amendment “A” and moved
its adoption, as follows:

House Amendment “A” to S. P.
661, L. D, 836, bill an act relating
to payment of wages. .

Amend said bill by inserting af-
ter the word “benefits” at the end
of line eleven thereof, the follow-
ing: ‘or life or group insurance pre-
miums.’

The amendment was adopted and
tomorrow assigned.

From the Senate: Majority re-
port of the committee on Judiciary
reForting ought not to pass on re-
solve proposing an Amendment to
the Constitution abolishing the
Governor's Council. (S. P. No, 214)
(L. D. No. 187)

Report was signed by the follow-
ing members: Messrs. Burkett of
Cumberland, Burns of Aroostook
of the Senate; Hill of So. Portland,
Philbrick of Cape Elizabeth, Gray
of Presque Isle, Willey of Fal-
mouth, Weatherbee of Lincoln,
Vaughan of So. Berwick—of the
House.

Minority report of same commit-
tee reporting ought to pass on same
resolve.

Report was signed by the follow-
ing members: Messrs. Fernald of
Waldo—of the Senate; Jacobson of
Portland—of the House.

Comes from the Senate, majority
report ought not to pass read and
accepted.

In the House, on motion by Mr.
Jacobson of Portland both reports
tabled, pending acceptance of ei-
ther, and specially assigned for Fri-
day, March 29th.

From the Senate: Report of the
Committee on Judiciary on bill an
act to provide for licenses and per-
mits for outdoor advertising (S. P.
No. 334) (L. D. No. 643) reporting
same in a new draft (S. P. No. 625)
(L. D. No. 752) under same title
and that it ought to pass

Comes from the Senate report
read and accepted and the bill
passed to be engrossed as amend-
ed by Senate Amendment A as
amended by Senate Amendment A
and by Senate Amendment B
thereto, Senate Amendment A be-
ing L. D. 808.

In the House:

The SPEAKER: The members of
the House will find upon their desks
mimeographed copies of these
amendments.
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On motion by Mr. Vaughan of
South Berwick tabled pending ac-
ceptance of report in concurrence
and specially assigned for tomor-
row morning.

From the Senate: Bill an act for
the regulation of cosmetics (H. P.
No. 1772) (L. D. No. 801) which was
passed to be engrossed in the
House on March 22nd.

Ccmes from the Senate passed to
be engrossed as amended by Senate
Amendment A in non-concurrence.

In the House:

The SPEAKER: Senate Amend-
ment A will also be found upon your
desks.

(Senate Amendment A read by
the Clerk)

On motion by Mr. Hescock of
Monson, the House voted to recon-
sider its action of March 22nd
whereby it passed this bill to be en-
grossed, and on further motion by
the same gentleman Senate Amend-
ment A was adopted in concurrence,
and the bill as amended was passed
to be engrossed in concurrence.

From the Senate: Bill an act re-
lating to a Superintending School
Committee for the town of Mount
Desert (H. P. No. 1761) (L. D. No.
781) which was passed to be en-
grossed in the House on March 21st.

Comes from the Senate passed to
be engrossed as amended by Sen-
ate Amendment A in non-concur-
rence.

In the House, Senate Amendment
A read by the Clerk.

Cn motion by Mr. Burnham of
Kittery the House voted to recon-
sider its action of March 21st
whereby it passed this bill to be
engrossed; and on further motion
by the same gentleman Senate
Amendment A was adopted in con-
currence, and the bill as amended
was passed to be engrossed in con-
currence.

From the Senate: Bill an act re-
lating to lights on trucks (H. P. No.
335) (L. D. No. 105) which was
passed to be engrossed as amend-
ed by House Amendment A in the
House on March 19th.

Comes from the Senate passed
to be engrossed as amended by
House Amendment A as amended
by Senate Amendment A thereto
in non-concurrence.

In the House:

The SPEAKER: The members
will find upon their desks mimeo-
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graphed copies of House Amend-
ment A and Senate Amendment A
to House Amendment A,

On motion by Mr. Webber of Au-
burn the bill and amendment were
tabled pending further considera-
tion and specially assigned for to-
morrow morning.

The following petition and re-
monstrance were received and up-
on recommendation of the commit-
tee on Reference of Bills were re-
ferred as follows:

Education

Petition of Dorothy Webster of
Wales and 49 others in favor of L.
D. 56, relating to educational pro-
gram (H. P. No. 1812) (Presented
by Mr. Kendrick of Litchfield)

Placed on File

Remonstrance of Charles W. Hels-
ley of Auburn and 24 others
against all lottery and gambling
bills (H. P. No. 1813) (Presented by
Mr. Flanders of Auburn)

Reports of Committees

Mr. Lancaster from the Commit-
tee on Public Utilities reported
ought not to pass on bill an act re-
lating to Portland Water District
(H, P. No. 1156) (L. D, No. 375)

Mr. Campbell from the Commit-
tee on Ways and Bridges reported
same on bill an act relating to de-
posits of snow on highways (H. P.
No. 1368) (L. D, No. 597)

Same gentleman from same Com-
mittee reported same on bill an act
relating to the removal of snow
from highways (H. P. No. 1288) (L.
D. No. 605)

Reports read and accepted and
sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Ellis from the Committee on
Ways and Bridges reported ought
not to pass on bill an act relating
to snow removal on R. F. D. routes
(H. P, No. 40) (L. D, No. 13)

(Tabled by Mr. Russ of Wood-
stock, pending acceptance of the re-
port, and specially assigned for Fri-
day, March 29th)

Mr. Gray from the Committee on
Judiciary on bill an act relating to’
the challenging of voters in towns
(H. P. No. 833) (L. D. No. 241) re-
ported same in a new draft (H. P.
No., 1841) under same title and that
it ought to pass.

Report read and accepted and
the new draft ordered printed under
Joint Rules.
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First Reading of a Printed Bill

(H. P. No. 1811) (L. D. No. 852)
An act providing for assessment of
premium notes and insurance con-
tracts.

Passed To Be Engrossed
(S. P. No. 151) (L. D. No. 83) An
act relating to the insurance of
steam boilers.
(8. P. No. 153) (L. D. No. 85) An

act relative to the payment of
wages.
(S. P. No. 201) (L. D. No. 831) An

act relating to clerk hire in the
office of Register of Deeds for the
Southern District of Aroostook
County.

(S. P. No. 248) (L. D. No. 828) An
act relating to terms of the County
Commissioners’ Court for the coun-
ty of Washington.

(S. P. No. 426) (L. D. No, 830) An
act relating to pensions for State
employees.

(S. P. No. 636) (L. D. No. 796) An
act relating to beauty culture.

(8. P. No. 651) (L. D. No. 834) An
act relating to revocation of medical
doctor’s licenses.

(8. P. No. 652) (L. D. No. 624)
An act relative to motor vehicle
transfer certificates.

(8. P. No. 653) (L. D. No. 826 An
act to provide for the union of towns
for the employment of social wel-
fare workers.

Mr. Burnham of Kittery offered
House Amendment A and moved its
adoption, as follows:

House Amendment A to S. P. 653,
L. D. 826, bill an act to provide for
the union of towns for the employ-
ment of social welfare workers.

Amend S. P. 653 by adding there-
to the following: “The State shall
contribute not exceeding $200.00 per
year on account of the salary of
any such social welfare worker
whose qualifications meet the re-
gquirements of the department of
health and welfare, and said amount
shall be paid from the appropria-
tion for support of state paupers
and other dependent persons hav-
ing no settlement within the State.”

Mr. BURNHAM: Mr. Speaker
and members of the House: I will
explain this amendment. Origin-
ally the bill was drawn to require the
State to contribute a larger sum
toward the support of the union of
social workers. The new draft cut
out the entire amount to be con-
tributed, that is, it provided that two
‘towns might form a union and em-
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ploy social workers but provided no
contribution by the State. The
Welfare Department felt that it
would be better if they were a party
to the arrangement, paid something
from their fund and have super-
vision over this work; so this
amendment is proposed at the sug-
gestion of the Welfare Department.
The funds come out of its appro-
priadtion and not out of the general
fund.

Thereupon House Amendment A
was adopted, and the bill had its
third reading and was passed to be
engrossed, as amended, in non-con-
currence.

(8. P. No. 654) (L. D. No. 825) An
act relating to vital statistics.

(8. P. No. 655) (L. D. No. 854) An
act relating to obstruction of jus-
tice.

(S. P. No. 656) (L. D. No. 829) An
act to provide for pensions for vet-
erans of the Civil War, Spanish
War and Philippine Insurrection,
and their dependents.

(H. P, No. 64) (L. D. No. 20) An
act relating to the time limit of ad-

fustment. and payment of all fire
osses; penalty.

(H. P. No. 1259) (L. D. No. 490)
An act relative to powers and duties
of Inland Fish and Game Wardens.

(H. P. No. 1776) (L. D. No. 811)
An act relative to qualifications of
applicants for admission to the Bar.

(8. P. No. 649) (L. D. No. 832)
Resolve appropriating money to pay
the claim of Frank D. and Evelyn
C. Goodwin of Hermon against the
State of Maine,

(Tabled by Mr. Russ of Wood-
stock, pending second reading and
speI(;i)ally assigned for Friday, March
29¢,

(S. P. No. 650) (L. D. 833) Re-
solve in favor of Ethel M. Parker of
Portland.

(H. P. No. 1807 (L. D. No. 849)
Resolve providing pensions for cer-
tain soldiers and dependents of
soldiers.

Amended bill:

(H. P. No. 1773) (L. D. No. 197
An act relating to apothecaries and
sale of poisons.

On motion by Mr. Carswell of
Gorham the House voted to recon-
sider its action whereby this bill
was passed to be engrossed; and on
further motion by the same gentle-
man the bill was tabled pending
passage to be engrossed and spe-
cially assigned for tomorrow morn-
ing.
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Finally Passed
(Constitutional Amendment)

S. P. 442, L. D. 477: Resolve pro-
posing an amendment to the Con-
stitution to provide for an addi-
tional issue of highway bonds.

The SPEAKER: This being a
Constitutional Amendment, it is
necessary under the Constitution
that it have the affirmative vote of
two-thirds the entire membership
of this body. All those in favor of
the final passage of this resolve will
rise and stand in their places until
counted, and the monitors will make
and return the count.

A division being had,

Cne hundred and nineteen voting
in the affirmative and none in the
negative the resolve was finally
passed.

Passed to Be Enacted

(S. P. No. 223) (L. D. No. 196)
An act to amend Section 380 of
Chapter 1 of the Public Laws of 1933
relating to probation of boys at
State School for Boys

(S. P. No. 333) (L. D. No. 344)
An act to ratify and confirm the
organization of Bingham Associates’
Fund, and to increase its powers

(8. P. No. 37) (L. D. No. 339)
An act relating to licenses for re-
tail stores

(8. P. No. 381) (L. D. No. 398)
An act relating to pauper settlement
of Indians

(8. P. No. 417) (L. D. No. 529)
An act relating to construction of
public buildings

(H. P. (No. 1372) (L. D. No. 620)
An act relating to public records

(H. P. No. 1774) (L. D. No. 813)
An act relating to trust companies

Finally Passed
(H. P. No. 1058) (L. D. No. 802)
Resolve relative to fishing in Middle
Range Pond, in Poland
(H. P. No. 1786) (L. D. No. 812)
Resolve in favor of certain World
War veterans

The SPEAKER: On bill an act re-
lating to the fees of jurors, H. P.
314, L. D. 15, the Chair will appoint
the following conferees on the part
of the House: Messrs. Flanders of
Auburn, Findlen of Fort Fairfield
and Hastings of Bethel.

The Chair lays before the House
the first matter tabled and today
assigned, House report ought not
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to pass of the committee on Judi-
ciary on bill an act relating to fees
for registration of motor vehicles,
H. P. 39, L. D. 12, tabled on March
20 by the gentleman from Cooper,
Mr. Clarke, pending acceptance;
and the Chair recognizes that gen-
tleman.

Mr. CLARKE: Mr. Speaker and
members of the House: I had
thought to be able to handle this
matter in some manner today. I
had an idea that the differences
or the reasons which caused the
Judiciary committee to report as
they did on this bill might be
smoothed out, and perhaps an
amendment offered here which
would be satisfactory to the com- .
mittee,

I have taken the matter up with
the Secretary of State, and while
he opposed the other bill, the origi-
nal bill, the bill before you, it was
because of the cost and trouble of
enforcement, I had apparently got
the matter straightened out with
him in regard to an amendment
which he would not oppose, but still
I did not seem to get it straight-
ened out entirely so I could take
care of the matter today. I do not
wish to delay the action of the Leg-
islature in anything, but still it
would be appreciated on my part if
vou could let me lay this on the
table until Friday, and we can fin-
ally dispose of it one way or an-
other. It may be necessary to re-
commit it to the committee.

Thereupon, the matter was re-
tabled and specially assigned for
Friday, March 29.

The Chair lays before the House
the second matter tabled and today
assigned, House report ought not
to pass of the committee on
Judiciary on bill an act relating to
the exemption of personal property
from attachment, H. P. 1324, L. D.
577, tabled on March 20 by the
gentleman from Brunswick, Mr.
Sawyer, pending acceptance; and
the Chair recognizes that gentle-

man.
Mr. SAWYER: Mr. Speaker, I

now ask that this matter may be

retabled and specially assigned for

Friday morning, March 29, in or-

der that I may offer an amend-

ment which is under preparation.
The motion prevailed.

The Chair lays before the House
the third matter tabled and today
assigned, House report ought not to
pass of the committee on Legal
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Affairs on bill an act authorizing
municipalities to operate electric
lighting systems, H. P. 1339, L. D.
546, which was recommitted in the
House on March 13th, came from
the Senate the report accepted in
non-concurrence, tabled on March
21 by the gentleman from Hamp-
den, Mr. Leonard; and the Chair
recognizes that gentleman.

Mr. LEONARD: Mr. Speaker
and members of the House: A man
who does not tell the truth, or goes
against the truth, is bound to get
hurt sometime in the game.

When I appeared before the
Legal Affairs committee, before I
could continue my few remarks, I
had to ask the Chairman of that
committee if on matters coming
before them there was not sup-
posed to be free and open dis-
cussion.

I have told you that power in-
terests paid out large sums of
money to get what they want.

To prove this statement, I have
had placed on your desks a list of
the names of men, and the amounts
they received in the one available
instance. Some seventy men re-
ceived over $130,000, and about $200,-
000 was paid out at this time.

The gentleman from Ellsworth,
Mr. Higgins, tells us that the power
interests are controlled by the
Public Utilities Commission. Mr.
Higgins, or no other man, or Com-
mission can tell us how many law-
vers in this Legislature are retain-
ed, or how much they receive from
power interests. There are some very
attractive crumbs from this table
for lawyers to look forward to. It
has been one continuous fight for me
%glaitinst the lawyers, opposing this

ill.

A member of the Legal Affairs
committee tabled the bill when it
appeared in the House. A lawyer
from thaft committee spoke against
it. The bill went to the Senate, and
another lawyer from that commit-
tee called Senator Potter out, and
ancother lawyer from the same
committee pocunced on the bill dur-
ing his absence.

The_ SPEAKER: The Chair
recognizes the gentleman from Fair-
field, Mr. Davis.

Mr. DAVIS: Mr. Speaker, T rise
1o a point of personal privilege.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
may state his point.

Mr. DAVIS: Mr. Speaker, I per-
sonally resent the remarks made
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by the gentleman from Hampden
(Mr. Leonard.) I am a lawyer, in
ne way connected with public
utilities, and I think that the re-
marks of the gentleman directed
directly at the lawyers should be
expunged from the Record, for the
reason that I think this House has
already spoken its mind on this
matter, and we are certainly not all
lawyers. . X

The SPEAKER: The Chair will
rule that the point of order taken
by the gentleman from Fairfield,
Mr. Davis, is not well taken. The
gentleman from Hampden (Mr.
T.eonard), has mentioned no lawyer
by name.

Mr. LEONARD, continuing: Mr.
Speaker, I understand I can men-
tion no lawyer by name?

Mr. SPEAKER: No member of
the House.

Mr. LEONARD: This same lawyer
took another crack at this bill and
supposed it was finally finished.
Senator Potter rescued it again, and
we are still fighting. I understand
the lawyer who called Senator Pot-
ter out has apologized to him for
his act.

The gentleman from Ellsworth
(Mr. Higgins), speaks of another
very wrong and unholy procedure,
saying I did not hire a lawyer to
present my case before the com-
mittee. This evidently was a
grievous mistake in the eyes of the
Legal Affairs committee. Mr. Hig-
gins seems to think that these util-
ities companies should have free
booter’s license, and go on without
interference, but I think the days
of Captain Kid are passing.

The gentleman from Kllsworth
(Mr. Higgins), said that rates for
lights in his territory had been re-
duced, but did not sayv that this
happened after the investigation of
the Bangor Hydro had been started.
The gentleman from Ellsworth
(Mr. Higgins), appeared to have
the same statement regarding the
failure of municipal plants that
Lobbyist Merrill had before the
committee.

Ask the people of Madison,
Maine why they have not abandon-
ed the plant they own and have
owned for many years. They will tell
you that they are paying six cents
for lights and three cents for
power, and are building sidewalks
and improving their town with the
surplus earnings.

What about Houlton, Kenne-
bunk, and Lubec—that owns
its own water system? Ask
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the people in these places
if  their plants are failures.

They are not failures, and are pay-
ing good wages for local help.

It may be that the people who
sent these lawyers, and some others
here, want them to work for the big
interests, The gentleman from
Ellsworth (Mr. Higgins), said the
utility companies were controlled
by the Public Utilities Commission.
This commission has been investi-
gating the Bangor Hydro for more
than & year, and that company is
still running wild and free. This is
net the kind of control the people
want. The gentleman from Ells-
worth said only one man appeared
before his committee favoring this
bill, and one for lower rates; there
should have been many there, and
letters and petitions.

I had supposed that legal minds
could grasp facts stated by one man,
that it would not be necessary to
drag in half the State to tell the
same story. The gentleman stressed
the fact that only one or two ap-
peared for the bill. All who ap-
peared against it was one lobbyist
for a power company. I do not
think the people I represent want
me to come here to work with lob-
byists of power (ompanies. They
may feel different down Ellsworth
way. :

Fellow members, you realize tha
my bill has been opposed by power-
ful interests, and highly paid lob-
byists.

Mr. Merrill commenced his work
here, I think, before some of our
younger members were born. There
is no other man in the State who
has such wide acquaintance, power
or ability to perform the work he
follows, I have no animosity
against Mr. Merrill. I had hoped
that big interests and highly paid
lobbyists would not influence the
members of this House, that you
might consider and approve the
cride but honest statements of one
of your members.

There is nothing drastic or com-
pulsory about this bill. It would
siraply give to cities and towns the
right to build and own their own
electric plants. It does not force
any town or city to do anything.
A plant could not be built unless a
majority of the people wanted it
and voted for it. It was not planned
to destroy any existing company.
All we want is reduced rates and
regulations, and we can get them
by honest competition, as has been
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demonstrated many times in this
country.

I did not expect my bills to pass.
I told you these power companies
had men placed on these commit-
tees who looked after their inter-
ests. I have proved to you how
freely they spend money for the
things they want. You can see how
the Utilities Commission were de-
nied the money asked for and need-
ed to function properly; how they
were denied the right that some
other departments have for spend-
ing this money; how Mr. Deering
has become the Hitler and the su-
preme dictator of the budget,

The papers of this State, with one
or two exceptions, dare not publish
these facts. This was the only way
I could get this information to the
people. I have been surprised and
pleased with the support I have re-
ceived from the members of this
Legislature.

We have seen the Highway Com-
mission wrecked and built over so
these interests could get Charles
Murray out because they could not
control him. We have seen a for-
mer bank commissioner go down
and out when they could use him
no longer. We have heads of de-
partments in this State House to-
day who dare not offend these pow-
er interests because they well know
what would happen to them.

The joy-riding days of power in-
terests are over, and they have
joined the thoughtful people of this
State and are wondering what will
happen next. The holding com-
panies have gathered in the profits,
and some of your dividends are cut
in half. These power companies
must adjust themselves to new
conditions and play fair with their
customers, do away with holding
companies, and conduct their busi-
ness in an open and honest manner,
and regain the confidence of the
people.

The Dillingers of finance get their
money without the use of machine
guns and in too many instances
without punishment from the
courts,

I am pleased to say that in read-
ing an article this morning in Pub-
lic Utilities Magazine that I have
found one lawyer who agrees with
me. Mr. Howell Wright, vice chair-
man on Public Utilities, Ohio Bar
Association, says:

“There are serious flaws or im-
perfections in our present state
commission system of public utility
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regulation. Experience of twenty-
five years has so demonstrated,

“Some of the critics, including
those who believe that in all hu-
man experience it is possible to
rush suddenly into the light, declare
that regulation is a complete fail-
ure. We do not accept this con-
clusion.

“On the other hand, we find some
utility  corporations and their
spokesmen almost entirely satisfied
with the system as it now functions
in the different states. They do
not want any change. They seem
to be satisfied to have poorly
equipped, undermanned commis-
sions, operating under laws which
do not fully protect the public in-
terests and with incompetent help
and insufficient funds. They some-
times do not object to delay in rate
controversies. They forget, how-
ever, that rate payers must ulti-
mately pay the costs of such delays
and that in the public mind com-
mission regulation means rate con-
trol. These companies may be
found working against change and
progress; against complete revision
of state regulatory laws. They may
be in the majority but they do not
represent the more progressive
group among the utilities.”

It takes a long time to get by the
united front of power interests, but
I feel the people will understand
and some time demand and get their
rights.

Mr. HIGGINS of Ellsworth: Mr.
Speaker, it is almost with timidity
that a lawyer dare stand up before
this audience now. I am forcibly re-
minded of the story of the proud
mother who went down, during the
time of the war, to see her son
march away to the front. She was
proud, and rightly so. When she re-
turned home her neighbor asked her
about Johnny. She said: “Ah,
Johnnie was splendid; he was the
only one of the whole regiment in
step.” (Laughter) The remarks of
the last speaker bring to my mind
the thought that possibly he is the
only one connected with this whole
department of State, the legislative
branch, who is in step.

I feel that there is not great need
for extended remarks on this mat-
ter. You recall the history of this
bill to date. It came out of the Legal
Affairs committee, to which it was
justly assigned. That is the type of
measure that is considered by the
Legal Affairs committee, and that
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is how it happened to come before
lawyers on that committee. It is not
just a coincidence that there are
lawyers on the Legal Affairs com-
mittee. You see the reason for it
very plainly.

That bill came ocut reported unan-
imously ought not to pass. The gen-
tleman from Hampden (Mr. Leon-
ard), in his usval vigorous way, at-
tacked the report and suggested that
it should be recommitted. There is
no need at all for this bill to be
recommitted. They had a long hear-
ing, and all the facts were present-
ed, and there is no nesd whatscever
for this bill to go back toc the Legal
Affairs ccmmittee. You are simply
wasting time. I do not believe, at
least I have not heard it suggested,
that there is any new evidence to
be presented to that commitiee. I
did hear it suggested here a few
days ago, by the gentleman from
Hampden (Mr. Leonard), that it
should be recommitted because some
of the members on that committee
had changed their mind; but in my
contact with those members I have
found no change of mind on this
bill. That was used as a reason for
it being recommitted.

Briefly, I want to say that I stand
just where I did the other day, and
I think that the committee would
stand in just the same place, unless
they could be shown there was a
real demand. They were not shown
there was any demand other than
from one source, and that one source
we are all very familiar with.

We stand by the position that
having had private utility compan-
ies operating in this State for years,
with a control over them, the Pub-
lic Utilities Commission, that while
Mr. Leonard does not like that con-
trol, if he is not satisfled he had
better have changes made there.

Because of the fact that thous-
ands of the common people in the
State of Maine have invested in the
private companies, it would not be
fitting for us at this time to change
a State-wide policy, because of the
financial loss that might come to the
owners of those properties who are
the common people.

There has been no complaint
about the service. The rates are on
the downward trend. We are head-
ing in the right directiton, even the
direction that the gentleman from
Hampden (Mr. Leonard) wants. Be-
yond that, vou recall the other day
I pointed ocut that the history of
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municipal plants had not been too
successful; and I probably shall not
be in my chair three seconds before
the gentleman from Hampden will be
on his feet to refute my statement.
He presented some figures before you
the other day in which he showed
an increase in the number of muni-
cipal plants, I wish to say just one
thing on that score: There has not
been any increase. His figures show-
ed an increase of from eighteen
hundred to approximately four
thousand plants. If you recall my
figures the other day, in getting
eighteen hundred plants they had
to establish approximately four
thousand. They had to establish
twice as many. That is a mortality
rate of fifty per cent. This is one
way of getting an increase—estab-
lish so many, and some will die
and a few will live, There has been
an increase. His figures showed an
increase to 1,800 municipal plants.

In view of the fact that the com-
mittee reported unanimously ought
not to pass, I move at this time that
we recede and concur with the Sen-
ate in their action.

The SPEAKER: The question be-
fore the House is on the motion of
the gentleman from Ellsworth, Mr.
Higgins that the House recede and
concur. Are you ready for the ques-
tion? All those in favor of the mo-
tion will say aye, contrary-minded
no.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion to recede and concur pre-
vailed,

The Chair lays before the House
the fourth matter tabled and as-
signed for today, House report ought
not to pass of the committee on Le-
gal Affairs on bill an act relating to
printing in town reports names of
persons receiving aid, H. P. 1258, L.
D). 497, tabled March 21 by Mr,
Wheeler of St. George, pending ac-
ceptance of the report; and the
Chair recognizes that gentleman.

On motion by Mr. Wheeler the
House voted to accept the report
ought not to pass.

The Chair lays before the House
the fifth matter tabled and assigned
for today, House report ought not to
pass of the committee on Judiciary
on bill an act relating to insurance
on motor vehicles carrying passen-
gers for hire, H. P. 1243, L. D. 556,
tabled March 22 by Mr. Thompson
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of Chelsea, pending acceptance of
the report; and the Chair recognizes
that gentleman.

Mr., THOMPSON: Mr. Speaker, I
move to substitute the bill for the
report for the purpose of offering
an amendment which will clarify
the bill and make it acceptable to
the majority of the House com-
mittee.

The motion to substitute the bill
for the report prevailed.

Thereupon the bill had its
several readings.

Mr. THOMPSON: I now offer
House Amendment A and move its
adoption, as follows:

House Amendment A to H. P.
1243, L. D. 556 bill an act relating
to insurance of motor vehicles
carrying passengers for hire

Amend said bill by inserting in
the 11th line thereof after the word
“insurance” the words ‘in a sum not
less than $5,000’; and in the 13th
line after the words “in a” the
words ‘like minimum’; and by strik-
ing out in the 13th and 14th lines
the words “not less than $5,000”
and in the 18th line the words
“use or”.

Thereupon House Amendment A
was adopted and tomorrow assigned
for the third reading of the bill.

The Chair lays before the House
the sixth matter tabled and today
assigned, House report ought not
to pass of the committee on Tax-
ation on bill an act defining the
railroad location, H. P. 1222, L. D.
600, tabled on March 22 by the
genuvieman from  Portland, Mr.
Eveleth, pending acceptance; and
the Chair recognizes that gentle-
man,

Mr. EVELETH: Mr. Speaker and
members of the House: I move to
substitute the bill for the report,
and 1 wish very briefly to state
some of my reasons for this mo-
tion,

This bill makes no substantial
change in the law, except so far as
it defines more exactly and certain-
ly the term “railroad location,” its
purpose being to clarify the mean-
ing of “railroad location.”

From the beginning of the rail-
roads in the State of Maine, the
railroad right of way or location
has been six rods wide through
forest and wood land and four rods
wide through all other places, un-
less a greater width is necessary
for excavation, embankment, or

two
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materials, This is according to Re-~
vised Statutes, Chapter 63, Sec-
tion 24.

In addition to the rights of way
or locations, the railroads have the
power to purchase, take or hold for
public use, additional land for rail-
road purposes, but this land is not
exempt from tax. The land within
the location is exempt from tax-
ation; the land without the location
is taxed as other land is taxed.

The Maine Central Railroad and
its allied companies have pending
at the present time a petition be-
fore the Public Utilities Commis-
sion seeking to include within lo-
cation, land within the following
named cities and towns: Augusta,
Auburn, Bangor, Bath, Ellsworth,
Hallowell, Lewiston, Portland, Rock-
land, South Portland, Waterville,
Westbrook, Brunswick, Mattawam-
keag and Pittsfield.

The purpose of the railroad peti-
tion is to include the land des-
cribed in this petition within the
railroad location and so exempt it
from taxation. In the city of Port-
land the land sought by the rail-
roads to be exempt from taxation
is 110.3 acres, made up of various
parcels. These garcels are scatter-
ed throughout the city and vary in
size from twenty-nine acres to a
few hundred square feet. Their
assessed value is $682,375, paying a
tax at the 1934 rate of $27,567.95.
The amounts in the other towns
and cities in the petition are not
as large, but if the position of the
railroads in the present proceedings
is sustained, the amount of prop-
erty made tax-exempt will amount
to several millions of dollars, re-
ducing the State valuation by the
value of the land taken into loca-
tion. The land within location by
the existing statute is exempt and
should be exempt, but the location
should be exactly defined, and that
is all this bill tries to do.

I now move to substitute the bill
for the report.

Mr. ALLAN of Topsham: Mr.
Speaker, I have listened with much
interest to the remarks of the
gentleman from Portland (Mr.
Eveleth), and I regret exceedingly
that I cannot agree with him.

Now we are here, as I understand
it, to legislate for the people as a
whole, and not for a few people to
the detriment of the majority.

The situation in this State is
this: Pifty-nine per cent of the
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population in the cities is only
carrying forty-one and a half per
cent of the total taxable valuation
load, and the rural sections, with
forty-one per cent of the popula-
tion, are carrying fifty-nine and a
half per cent of the total taxable
valuation load. To be concrete, so
it will be more easily understood,
the rural average taxable valuation
load is $1,010, while in the cities of
the State it is only $615.

Now Mr. Speaker and members,
the purpose of this bill is solely to
increase the taxes assessed upon
the railroads of Maine by permit-
ting local assessors to include in
their assessments portions of the
located right of way which is now
reached by means of the excise tax,
so that a duplication of taxes
would result.

Under existing law the railroads
of Maine pay a tax upon their
buildings and real estate, exclusive
of the located right of way, in the
several cities and towns where lo-
cated. In addition to these local
taxes every railroad pays a per-
centage of its gross transportation
receipts within the State, directly
to the State, and which is known
as the excise tax. This excise tax
is declared in the statute to be in
place of any other tax upon its
property. So if any part of the lo-
cated right of way is included in
local assessments, a double tax up-
on the same property would result.
The State tax would become an
additional tax instead of a sub-
stitute tax.

The enactment of this bill would
completely upset the balance be-
tween the State and local taxes.
It would destroy the system of rail-
road taxation which has been
adopted and followed in this State
for more than half a century. It
would substitute a method of tax-
ation which would have neither
logic nor consistency.

The right of way of a railroad
naturally varies in width. It does
not ordinarily exceed four rods in
width as a continuous strip for
the main track, but must be con-
siderably wider than that in some
places to provide for sidetracks,
freight yards, depots, engine houses,
shops, turntables and other neces-
sary structures. This bill limits
the right of way for taxation pur-
poses to a strip four rods—or sixty-
six feet—in width, and all of the
right of way outside of this limit
would be taxable locally, although
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it is now reached in effect through
the excise tax and which is de-
clared in the statute to be in place
of any other tax.

The passage of this bill would
mean that for the purpose of tax-
ation an arbitrary line would be
drawn through the right of way as
it actually exists. This would lead
to absurd results.

For instance, the right of way of
the Canadian Pacific Railway in
Maine is generally 100 feet in width,
If this bill is passed, a line would
be drawn through this strip of land
and thirty-four feet would be tax-
able locally and the other sixty-six
would not be.

In measuring off the sixty-six
feet, the dividing line might come
between two tracks. Upon what
principle of taxation could a law
be defended by which one of two
parallel tracks would be included
in an assessment and the other
omitted? Or the dividing line
might come between the rails of a
track, so that one rail would be
taxable and the other not. Or the
line might be drawn through a
turntable or other similar structure.
These illustrations show the con-
fusion and absurdity which might
naturally result if this bill should
be enacted and an attempt made
to substitute a theoretical right of
way for the one which actually ex-
ists on the face of the earth.

It would also result in a discrim-
ination between towns. One city
or town would be able to include a
railroad track or other structure in
its assessment while another town
could not impose a tax upon a struc-
ture of the same character, owned
by the same party and used for the
same purpose. Upon what principle
of taxation could such a discrimina-
tion as that be defended?

The purpose of this measure is to
increase railroad taxes. This is
certainly no time for such action.
Most of the railroads of the State
are in no condition to stand an in-
crease of taxes. TIf their taxes and
other expenses are increased and
additional revenue cannot be ob-
tained to meet them, a loss of rail-
road service may result.

Since the last session of the Leg-
islature, the Maine Central, in an
effort to meet its charges, has closed
forty-seven stations in small towns
and has abandoned over seventy
miles of railroad in this State. A
great hardship has resulted to the

territory which was served by these
abandoned lines. Other unprofit-
able lines may be discontinued, to
the injury of the State, if the rail-
roads are called upon to bear much
heavier burdens.

An act reducing the excise tax
on railrcads was submitted to the
people on a referendum at the State
election in 1928, and the act was
approved by a majority of about
68,000 votes. This was by far the
largest majority ever given to any
act submitted to a popular vote
since the referendum amendment to
the Constitution was adopted nearly
thirty years ago. The people of
Maine have declared themselves
most emphatically upon this mat-
ter. They want a reduction, not an
increase, in the tax burden of the
railroads. To increase either the
State or local taxes upon railroads
at this time would be a backward
step, which would be detrimental
not only to the railroads but to our
industries and agricultural inter-
ests as well, and would be contrary
to the recorded mandate of the vot-
ers of the State.

Now, Mr. Speaker, for these and
other reasons your Taxation com-
mittee unanimously reported that
this measure ought not to pass, and
I trust that the motion of the gen-
tleman from Portland (Mr. Eveleth),
will not prevail.

Mr. EVELETH: Mr. Speaker, we
all have taxes to pay. The railroads,
I understand, pay what is called a
non-resident tax, although they do
pay the State a certain excise tax.
But I understand this non-resident
tax is fourteen dollars a thousand
against forty-two dollars a thou-
sand that I have to pay and other
people from Portland have to pay.

Now in a certain section of Port-
land there is a parcel of land—
it is a small parcel—where there
used to be one of those roundhouses
where the guard stands to raise and
lower the gates. This roundhouse
was abandoned and the railroad
has leased this piece of property to a
filling station. They receive from
this filling station proprietor eight-
een hundred dollars a year, but
this is within the railroad location,
so they pay no taxes on this pro-
perty. If you and I owned that piece
of property, we would be paying
forty-two dollars a thousand. I may
be wrong in saying they pay no
taxes. I understand they pay no
taxes, but if they do pay taxes, all
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they pay is fourteen dollars a thou-
sand against forty-two dollars.

This bill does not change the
present status, but it is just to pre-
vent them from being able to call
on for more.

Now I have a letter written by the
board of assessors to the Corpora-
tion Counsel of Portland which
states as follows:

“In addition to the parcels of
property included in the petition of
the railroad companies now before
the P. U. C., there are several par-
cels on which the Terminal Com-
pany have requested exemption on
grounds of granted location by
County Commissioners of 1874

I will not read where they are,
because very few of you would
know; but at the present time I
understand the city is receiving $3,-
077.47 taxes, and the 1934 tax valu-
ation is $76,175, but they want this
included in this so-called leocation.
One of them probably is as large
as this entire building, with two
spur tracks running way back on
the back edge of it, and all this
grass land in front of it. I do not
see why that should be called a
railroad location; it is not used by
the railroad, but they simply seem
to want to gather in more land. I
think the statute should be changed
so that assessors can be informed
and guided by the statutes rather
than having to employ attorneys to
look up law court cases in all these
instances.

I hope that the motion to sub-
stitute the bill for the report will
prevail,

Mr. THOMPSON of Belfast: Mr.
Speaker, I rise to oppose the motion
of the gentleman from Portland,
Mr. Eveleth.

I am not representing any of the
larger railroads, but I would like
to speak for the Belfast and Moose-

head Lake Rallroad which runs
from Belfast to Burnham.
If this bill goes through, it

would probably mean an increase
in taxes to that railroad of three
thousand dollars. That amount rep-
resents the profit that railroad has
made for a year. Now we are having
a struggle to keep that railroad go-
ing. The city of Beifast owns over
haif a million dollars in bonds in
that railroad. I think it would be a
hardship on, that railroad and
therefore I oppose the motion of
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the gentleman from Portland (Mr.
Eveleth).

Mr. HIGGINS of Ellsworth: Mr.
Speaker, I would like to say just a
brief word in regard to this bill.

As you have heard the gentleman
from Portland (Mr. Eveleth), say,
there is a petition pending before
the Public Utilities Commission, and
it was called to my attention by the
City Manager in our city that Ells-
worth was one of the cities where
land was being considered in this
petition before the Commission. So
I looked into the matter, and, in my
humble opinion and judgment, were
I on the Taxation committee, I
should have found exactly the same
way that they did, that this bill
ought not to pass.

This bill is wholly a question of
right of way for railroads. When
the gentleman from Portland (Mr.
Eveleth) suggests that it would
mean no change in the law, so to
speak, I feel that he is entirely in
error. It means a change and a very
drastic change. In fact, he would
take us back to a situation that ob-
tained just prior or at the time of
the Civil War. From that time on
we have operated under a new sys-
tem; so I feel it is quite a change
to move back some seventy years in
our legislative thought. I will just
briefly explain why we would move
back.

The history of the right of way
of railroads is briefly as follows:
Up to Civil War days they used to
have a designated right of way of
some four rods and six rods, depend-
ing upon the area that it was in.
From 1865 on they found that the
railroads were expanding. In some
places they needed more land than
four rods, in some places more than
six. So they evolved the scheme of
having a railroad come in before the
Railroad Commission, in those days,
before the Ccunty Commissioners,
and set out a right of way, place it
on a map or chart, whether it was
four rods or five rods or ten rods,
and they got that right of way only
when the Railroad Commission al-
lowed them to have it. They al-
lowed them to have it when they
found it was a necessity to adequate
railroad service.

Today they may suggest that they
need to clarify as to the right of
way. That seems to me to be an
absurdity. That right of way is on
record; it is on a map at this min-
ute; there 1S no question on that
score; it is right on a chart, be it
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four rods, six rods or eight rods;
it is charted. They have been given
that right of way because that tri-
bunal has said they need it to carry
on their business.

Now many years ago, in 1870,
‘there was an attempt on the part of
the State to tax this right of way,
and they did tax it, and they found
it was unconstitutional, and the
court so decided. So the next year
they placed another tax, the excise
tax that exists at the present time,
and that tax was put on in place
of the tax they had attempted to
put on the year before covering the
right of way. That tax is in place
of any property tax that might be
levied upon the right of way.

Now the thought of these gentle-
men is to change that all over, that
excise tax, which you all know is a
tax on the gross revenue of the
railroads, to change that all over,
throw that out of the window, and
say that tax is going to cover just
four and six rods. If it happens
to be five rods, some town is going
to tax the fifth rod for its length
in that town, which would lead, of
course, to a great deal of confusion;
so not for a minute be deceive
with the thought that this is not
a real change. It is a substantial
change, and one that merits every
bit. of our attention, especially in
these times. It is convineing
enough to me that ten members of
the Taxation committee reported as
they did. That is sufficient reason
for us to go with them, but there
are one or two other reasons why I
feel we should go with them,—and
they have been touched upon to
some extent by the gentleman from
Topsham, Mr. Allan, and the gen-
tleman from Belfast, Mr. Thomp-
son. One is the fact that at this
time it might be ruinous to railroad
companies to attempt to upset the
present tax system and put an add-
ed burden upon them, which bur-
den, it seems to me, would be an
unfair burden. The Maine Central
and other companies in this area
are losing money; they have lost
money for several years, and their
revenues are cut in half.

We have the unfair sug-
gestion of hanging another tax on
them, an extremely heavy and un-
fair tax. And what could that pos-
sibly do? It is possible that will
mean more lines of railroad will be
discontinued and more small sta-
tions will be abandoned. Remem-
bar, toco, the only places that could
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gain in any substantial ways by this
change would be the large cities in
the State, and the places that are
going to lose by this tax law are
the small places in the State of
Maine where they might have to
lose their railroad stations and their
connection with the outside world
by rail. So I suggest to this House
that we have had a very fair sys-
tem of taxation since 1871, and it
is no time now to throw it out of the
window, and I suggest further that
we may do extreme damage to the
railroads, and to the people of the
State of Maine, if we attempt
to put this additional burden on at
this time, which certainly is an un-
fair burden because it is a double
taxation.

For these few reasons that I have
presented, and for the reasons so
ably presented by the gentlemen
who spoke before me, I trust that
the motion of the gentleman from
Portland (Mr. Eveleth), will not pre-
vail, but that the thought of the
ten men on that committee will
hold sway.

The SPEAKER: The question is
on the motion of the gentleman
from Portland, Mr. Eveleth, to sub-
stitute the bill for the report ought
not to pass of the committee on
Taxation on bill an act defining the
railroad location, H. P. 1222, I.. D.
600. Are you ready for the question?
All those in favor of the motion of
the gentleman from Portland, Mr.
E(\izeleth, will say aye, contrary-mind-
ed no.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion to substitute the bill for the
report failed of passage.

Thereupon the ought not to pass
r%port of the committee was accept-
ed.

The Chair lays before the House
the seventh matter tabled and to-
day assigned, Senate report ought
not to pass of the committee on
Legal Affairs on resolve in favor of
the First National Bank of Port-
land, S. P. 321, L. D. 354, tabled
March 23 by Mr. Desmond of Port-
land, pending acceptance of the re-
port in concurrence; and the Chair
recognizes that gentleman.

‘Mr. DESMOND: Mr. Speaker, I
yield the floor to the gentleman
from Kittery, Mr. Burnham.

Mr. BURNHAM: Mr. Speaker, I
move that this resolve be recommit-
ted to the committee on Legal Af-
fairs.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion failed of passage.
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Thereupon the House accepted
the ought not to pass report in con-
currence.

The Chair lays before the House
the eighth matter tabled and today
assigned, majority report ought not
to pass and the minority report
ought to pass of the committee on
Judiciary on bill an act relating to
the abolishment of the Governor’s
Council, S. P. 215, L. D. 188, which
came from the Senate the majority
report accepted, and which in the
House was tabled March 23 by Mr.
Scates of Westbrook, pending the
acceptance of either report; and the
Chair recognizes that gentleman.

Mr, SCATES: Mr. Speaker, owing
to the fact that the gentleman from
Portland, Mr. Jacobson, tabled and
assigned for next Friday a bill rela-
tive to the abolition of the Govern-
or’s Council, and as this measure is
a companion bill, I would suggest
and ask that it be retabled and as-
signed for Friday. .

The motion prevailed and the bill
and reports were retabled and spec-
iaéltlg assigned for Friday, March
29th,

The Chair lays before the House
the ninth maftter tabled and as-
signed for today, bill an act relating
to the use of reflectors on commer-
cial vehicles, H. P. 1777, L. D. 814,
tabled March 23 by Mr. Carleton of
Alna pending third reading; and the
Chair recognizes that gentleman.

Thereupon Mr. Carleton offered
House Amendment A and moved
its adoption as follows:

House Amendment A to H. P.
1777, L. D. 814, bill an act relating
to the use of reflectors on commer-
cial vehicles.

Amend said bill by inserting after
the word “vehicle” in the first line
of the second paragraph thereof
the words: ‘having a carrying capa-
citv of two tons or over.

House Amendment A was adopt-
ed, and the bill as amended had its
third reading and was passed to be
engrossed.

The Chair lays before the House
the tenth matter tabled and assigned
for today, bill an act relating to
hours of labor, H. P. 1796, L. D. 839,
tabled March 25 by Mr. Chase of
Baring, pending first reading; and
the Chair recognizes that gentleman.

Mr. CHASE: Mr. Speaker, I un-
derstand that certain interests are
adversely affected by this bill, and I

671

will be glad to have it retabled un-
til Friday of this week, and I make
that motion.
A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion to retable failed of passage.
WENTWORTH of Kenne-
bunk: Mr. Speaker and members of
the House: This bill is an attempt
to legislate the people of the State
back to prosperity.  Everybody
knows it cannot be done in any
such way. There is hardly an in-
dustry in this State that could live
if this bill were passed. This bill
hits the recreational industry es-
pecially hard, and there is not a
single canning plant that would be
able to survive this proposed law
if this bill were enacted. I could
enumerate a lot more that would
be affected by it. It would put
more people out of work than it
would put back at work, It is es-
timated that there are fifty thous-
and people in the State of Maine
out of work, but no estimate is
made of those who will not work.
I can cite an incident in my own
town where a man was offered g
job for two weeks who said he could
not take it because he would lose
his standing on the relief. I can-
not conceive of even a Brain Trust-
er writing such a bill. It is about
time that we did some slaughtering
of these bills that have no merit if
we are ever going to get through,
and I think we had better begin
now. I move that this bill be in-
definitely postponed. (Applause)
Mr. SHAW of Milbridge: Mr.
Speaker,_m Jjustice to the taxpayers
of Washington county, I wish to go
on record as favoring the indefi-
nite postponement of this bill. As
many members of the House know,
a leading industry in Washington
county is the packing of sardines
and bluebprrles, and a good many
times during the season, which is
a short season on account of these
two commodities being of a per-
ishable nature, these factories
have to run  day and night
and sometimes on Sunday. There-
fore, I want to go on record
as  seconding the motion of the
%ggﬁlt%na& ftrodeennebunk Mr
orth, to i ini S N
hentwor ndefinitely postpone
Mr. PAYSON of Brooks: g
Speaker, I represent nine tO\lx\f/Ifllé
having very large canning factories
for the camning of peas, beans and
corn. Now if this becomes g law it
would practically put these people
out of business.” Now we have had
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the NRA come in and that has
worked hard enough with us. It
now looks to me as though some-
one was trying to put on our
Statute books an NRA baby, and I
hope the motion of the gentleman
from: Kennebunk, (Mr. Wentworth),
prevails.

Mr. HATHORN of Bangor: Mr.
Speaker, if this bill goes into effect,
it will effect every summer hotel
and every small hotel in the State
of Maine; in fact they can now
only afford to have one chef. I
think that eighty or ninety per
cent of the hotels in Maine only
have one chef. We have to let
them have one day a week even at
that. What are the hotels going to
do without a chef? The ordinary
kitchen man, or second man, can-
not attend to the chef’s duties and
the chef must work seven days a
week. I, for one, would hate awfully
to sec this bill go into effect.

Mr. STILPHEN of Dresden: Mr.
?peaker, I move the previous ques-
ion.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Dresden Mr. Stilphen now
moves the previous question. Before
the Chair can entertain the previous
question the consent of one-third
the members present is required.
All those in favor of the Chair en-
tertaining the previous question
will rise and stand until counted
and the monitors will make and re-
turn the count.

A division of the House was had.

The SPEAKER: More than one-
third of the members obviously
having arisen, the previous ques-
tion is ordered. The question now
before the House is shall the main
question be put now? As many as
are in favor of the Chair putting
the main question now will say aye,
contrary-minded no.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
main question was ordered.

The SPEAKER: The question is
on the motion of the gentleman
fromm Kennebunk, Mr. Wentworth,
to indefinitely postpone bill an act
relating to hours of labor, H. P.
1796, L. D. 839. All those in favor
of indefinite postponement of this
bill will say aye, contrary-minded
no.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
mq};i(()in to indefinitely postpone pre-
vailed.

The Chair lays before the house
the eleventh matter tabled and as-
signed for today, bill an act relating
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to minimum wages for laborers, H.
P. 1797, L. D. 840, tabled March 25
by Mr. Chase of Baring, pending
first reading; and the Chair recog-
nizes that gentleman.

On motion by Mr. Chase, the bill
had its two several readings and
tomorrow assigned.

The Chair lays before the House
the twelfth matter tabled and as-
signed for today, House report ought
not to pass of the committee on Le-
gal Affairs on bill an act relating to
the charter of the city of Portland,
H. P. 1063, L. D. 403, tabled March
26th by Mr. Desmond of Portland,
pending acceptance of the report;
and the Chair recognizes that gen-
tleman.

Mr. DESMOND: Mr. Speaker and
members of the House: I am await-
ing facts and figures from the City
Clerk of the city of Portland which
I expect to receive most any min-
ute, and I would ask that this mat-
ter be retabled until tomorrow and
I so move.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion to retable failed of passage.

Mr. BURNHAM of Kittery: Mr.
Speaker, I move the acceptance of
the ought not to pass report.

Mr. DESMOND: Mr. Speaker and
members of the House: Matters per-
taining to the last city election in
the city of Portland I think deserve
the attention of this Legislature. It
is admitted that between $2,500 and
$10,000 is expended to secure an of-
fice paying $375 for nine months.
Now there were around 3500 votes
cast, and Mr. Cowan, one of the
contestants made the statement
that it was outrageous that up to
one dollar a vote was paid, or it
cost that for votes in that election.
I think the County Attorney of the
county of Cumberland should in-
vestigate this matter with a grand
jury, and I trust that action will be
taken along those lines.

I was in hopes to keep this matter
open until the City Clerk of the city
of Portland could furnish me with
some statistics. I think it is a very
grave condition when a group of
men can gather together money to
aid in the assistance of an election
with reference to such a small of-
fice. I do not know but it would be
wise that a legislative committee be
appointed to investigate while this
Honorable Body is in session. If such
a condition exists in the city of
Portland, it should be investigated.
(At this point some personal allu-
sions were made which were later
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ordered expunged from the Record.)

I feel that this matter should re-
main on the table until it can be
threshed out and we are well sat-
isfied that honesty prevails in elec-
tions in the city of Portland. As
conditions prevail at the present
fime desirable citizens are deprived
of their rights against a group who
seem vicious in their methods of
obtaining elections of their candi-
dates. Young lawyers, doctors and
business men are barred on account
of its costing them too much; in
fact it is utterly impossible for them
to win an election against a group
which has every appearance of be-
unscrupulous in its method of ob-
taining an election. I am satisfied
from what I have learned that cor-
rupt practices have prevailed there,
and, if there are gangsters of the
better class in the city of Portland,
they should be made to obey the
law just the same as others. The
vote in the last State election in
September showed that there were
over 22.000 ballots cast. Recently,
at a special election, there were
around 8,000 cast. About one-third
of the better citizens of Portland
are not taking part in our local elec-
tions. They are disgusted with the
eonditions and many have_ told me
that they trust there will be a
change to a representative govern-
ment which would be far better
than the vicious conditions now pre-
vailing in Portland.

The city of Portland is a part of
the State of Maine; it is not a part
of the state of Prussia, and I feel
it is my duty to call the attention
of this honorable House to the facts
I have stated, and I go on rec-
ord as standing behind my state-
ments. I would like to have
this matter remain on the
table until I can get more figures
from the City Clerk of the city of
Portland, and I so move.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman’s
motion is out of order. The motion
before the House, now pending, is
on the acceptance of the commit-
tee’s report, ought not to pass.

Mr. WILLEY of Falmouth: Mr.
Speaker, I move that the remarks
made by the gentleman from Port-
land, (Mr. Desmond) in so far as
they referred to Senator Pinansky,
be stricken from the Record.

The SPEAKER: The question now
before the House is on the motion
of the gentleman from Falmouth,
Mr. Willey, to strike from the Rec-
ord the reference made by the
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gentleman from Portland, Mr. Des-
mond, to the Senator from Cum-
berland county, Mr. Pinansky. All
those in favor of the motion will
say aye, contrary-minded no.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion prevailed.

Mr, DESMOND: Mr, Speaker-——

The SPEAKER: For what purpose
does the gentleman rise?

Mr. DESMOND: Relative to Sen-
ator Pinansky——

The SPEAKER: The matter is
not before the House and you are
out of order. The question before
the House is the motion of the gen-
tleman from Kittery, Mr. Burnham,
to accept the ought not to pass re-
port of the committee, Are you
ready for the question? All those
in favor of the motion will say aye,
contrary—minded, no.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion prevailed and the ought not
to pass report was accepted.

The Chair lays before the House
the first matter tabled and unas-
signed being House report ought
not te pass of the committee on
Judiciary on Memorial to Congress
relating to subversive influences, H.
P. 1461, tabled March 20 by Mr.
Desmond of Portland, pending ac-
ceptance of the report; and the
Chair recognizes that gentleman.

‘Mr. DESMOND: Mr. Speaker, I
yield the floor to the gentleman
from Rockland, Mr. Sleeper.
~ Mr. SLEEPER: Mr. Speaker, this
is indeed an unexpected pleasure.
Sometime ago the gentleman from
Portland, Mr. Desmond, requested
that I make an appearance before
the Judiciary committee to speak
on this Memorial to Congress rel-
ative to subversive influences. I
went down there at quarter of two
and waited until the pangs of
hunger drove me down street to
supper. I retired early that night,
and when I got up in the middle of
the night to lower the window in
my room, I looked out of the win-
dow and saw Mr. Desmond coming
down the street. I called to him
and he said that the hearing was
over, (Laughter) and that he at-
tended a long verbal battle with
the Honorable Mr. Maxfield, the So-
cialist candidate for Governor of
%het State, and he felt that he had
ost.

I was talking with the Congress-
man from our District and he said
that these Memorials to Congress
rarely get by the Assistant Secre-



674

tary, and that it was really no use
to send them down there. I do
not want to put myself on a par
with any candidate for Governor,
but if he could convince that com-
mittee that the bill ought not to
pass, I concur with him. (Laughter)

On motion by Mr. Sleeper the
ought not to pass report was ac-
cepted.

The Chair lays before the House
the second matter tabled and unas-
signed resolve providing for a State
pension for Charles W. Shorey of
Waldo, H. P. 1793, L. D. 820, tabled
March 23 by Mr. Patterson of Free-
port, pending first reading; and the
Chair recognizes that gentleman.

On motion by Mr. Patterson, the
resolve had its first reading and
tornorrow assigned.

Mr. WILLEY of Falmouth: Mr.
Speaker, I am sorry that I did not
include in my previous motion the
Honorable Llewellyn Carleton in
asking that any remarks made con-
cerning him by the gentleman from
Portland, Mr. Desmand, be like-
wise stricken from the Record, and
I now make that motion.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion prevailed.

The SPEAKER: The Chair now
recognizes the gentleman from
Bath, Mr, Oliver. X

Mr. OLIVER: Mr. Speaker, I just
want to say that when I offer an-
other amendment I will have in-
terest enough in the matter to find
out what the status of the bill is.
I hope the Chair will recognize the
gentleman from Rangeley, Mr, Ellis.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Bath, Mr. Oliver, now takes
from the table the fourth unas-
signed matter, House Amendment
A to bill an act relating to optome-
try, S. P. 162, L. D. 93, tabled by
that gentleman March 26th, pend-
ing adoption; and the Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Rangeley,
Mr. Eliis.

Mr. ELLIS: Mr. Speaker, L. D.
93 provides that the Governor,
with the advice and consent of
the Council, shall appoint a
Beard to be known as the Maine
State Board of Registration
and Examination in Optome-
try, consisting of five persons
who shall have been resident prac-
titioners engaged in the active prac-
tice of optometry in this State for a
period of five years prior to their
appointment. That was the original
bill that was before the committee.
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The report came out of the commit-
tee on Judiciary ought to pass and
no changes were suggested. It has
been my practice to follow com-
mittee reports so far as possible.
Yesterday somebody came in and of-
fered an amendment. I see no par-
ticular reason for that amendment,
and I move its indefinite postpone-
ment.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Rangeley, Mr. Ellis, now moves
the indefinite gostponement of
House Amendment A to bill an act
relating to optometry, S. P. 162, L.
D. 93. Are you ready for the ques-
tion? All those in favor will say aye,
those opposed no.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion to indefinitely postpone the
amendment prevailed, and tomor-
row was assigned for the third read-
ing of the bill.

On motion by Mr. Clark of Ply-
mouth, the House voted to recon-
sider its action of yesterday where-
by it finally passed resolve, H. P.
1753, L. D. 785 in favor of Richard
Clayton French of Carmel; and on
further motion by the same gen-
tleman the House voted to recon-
sider its action whereby the resolve
was passed to be engrossed. That
gentleman then offered House
Amendment A as follows, and moved
its adoption.

House Amendment A to H. P.
1753, L. D. 785 Resolve in favor of
Richard Clayton French of Car-
mel.

Amend said resolve by striking
out from the title and body there-
of the word “Richard” wherever it
appears.

Thereupon House Amendment A
was adopted, and the resolve was
passed to be engrossed, as amend-
ed, in non-concurrence.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Auburn,
Mr. Flanders.

Mr. Flanders presented an order,
out of order, and moved its passage
as follows:

Ordered, that the Senate be res-
pectfully requested to return to the
House the ought not to pass report
of the committee on Judiciary on
bill an act relating to applications
for licenses, H. P. 443, L. D, 121.

The order received passage.

On motion by Mr. Hill of South
Portland,

Adjourned until ten o’clock to-
morrow morning.



