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HOUSE 

Wednesday, April 13, 1927. 
The House met according to ad

journment and was called to order 
by the Speaker. 

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Manning 
of Augusta. 

Journal of the previous session 
read and approved. 

Papers from the Senate disposed 
of in concurrence. 

F'rum the Senate: Final reports 
of the committees on Claims, Legal 
Affairs, Military Affairs and State 
Prison. 

Come from the Senate, read and 
accepted. 

In the House, read and accepted 
in concurrence. 

From the Senate: Resolve in favor 
of the Pownal State School for ad
ditions and improvements, S. P. 15, 
H. D. 305. 

Comes from the Senate indefinite
ly postponed in non-concurrence. ~

In the House, on motion by Mr. 
Daigle of Madawaska,' voted to re
cede and concur with the Senate. 

From the Senate: Bill an act re
lating to the State Department of 
Health, S. P. 481, S. D. 225, which 
was passed to be enacted in the 
House, March 31. 

Comes from the Senate passed to 
be engrossed as amended by Senate 
Amendment A in non-concurrence. 

In the House: 
The SPEAKER: The Chair will 

state that Senate amendment A 
appears to be lengthy and possibly 
some member of the committee on 
Public Health who is familiar with 
the matter can explain it to the 
House. 

Mr. MERRILL of Dover-Fox
croft: Mr. Speaker, I did not come 
in in time to hear what this is. I 
do not know whether J can give 
you any information or not. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
state that the bill relating to the 
State Department of Health is S. 
D. 225. which was passed to be en
acted in the House on March 31 
and comes now from the Senate 
where it was passed to be en
grossed as amended by Senate 
Amendment A in non-concurrence. 

Mr. MERRILL: 
edge of that 
Speaker. 

have no knowl-
amendment, Mr. 

Mr. ~WINSLOW of Freeport: Mr. 
Speaker, may we have that amend
ment read? 

(After the Clerk had read a part 
of Senate Amendment A, on mo
tion by Mr. Winslow of Freeport, 
the further reading was dispensed 
with) 

Mr. MERRILL: Mr. Speaker, I 
recognize the matter in the amend
ment now. It tends to make the 
laboratory somewhat self-support
ing in the matter of making lab
oratory examination for physicians. 

In order that we may get at that 
amendment, I would move, Mr. 
Speaker, that the House reconsider 
its action whereby thi~ bill was 
passed to be enacted. 

The motion prevailed, and on fur
ther motion by the same gentleman 
the House voted to reconsider its 
action whereby this bill was pass
ed to be engrossed. 

On further motion by the same 
gentleman Senate Amendment A 
was adopted in concurrence, and 
the bill was passed to be engrossed 
as amended by Senate Amendment 
A in concurrence. 

From the Senate: Report of the 
committee on Legal Affairs report
ing ought not to pass on bill an act 
to establish a uniform license law 
for summer camps, S. P. 220, S, D. 
87, which was accepted in the 
House. 

Comes from the Senate recalled 
from the files, the bill substituted 
for the report a:nd passed to be 
engrossed as amended by Senate 
Amendment A in non-concurrence. 

In the House: 
Mr. FULLER of Southwest Har

bor: Mr. Speaker, I don't exactly 
understand that myself. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair w:!l 
state that originally the report of 
the committee on Legal Affairs 
ought not to pass on an act to 
establish a uniform license law for 
summer camps was accepted in the 
House. This bill now comes from 
the Senate. the Senate having 
recalled it from the files, and the 
bill was substituted in the Senate 
for the report, and has been passed 
to be engrossed as amended by Sen
ate Amendment A. 
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Mr. FULLER: Mr. Speaker, 
move that the House reconsider 
under suspension of the rules its 
action whereby it accepted the re
port of the committee ought not to 
pass. 

The motion prevailed. 
Mr. FULLER: Mr. Speaker, I 

move to sUbstitute the bill for the 
report. 

Mr. McINTIRE of Norway: Mr. 
Speaker, may I ask if the bill in 
question is the original bill or a 
new draft,! 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
s:ate that from the records it 
would appear as the original bill, 
and there is attached to it Sen
ate Amendment A. \Vould the 
gentleman (Mr. McIntire) like to 
have Senate Amendment A read? 

Mr. McINTIRE: If you please, 
Mr. Speaker. 

(Senate Amendment A read by 
the Clerk) 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD of Kenne
bunk: ~lr. Speaker, that bill is too 
drastic. I think that the thing to 
do it to adhere to our former ac
tion. 

The SPEAKER: There is a mo
tion before the House that the bill 
be substituted for the report. 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD: Mr. Speak
er, may I argue that? 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
Hlay. 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD: Mr. Speak
er, if you have got one, two or 
three of these summer camps, you 
cannot do one thing with them un
less the Governor and Council say yoU 
may. It seems to me we are going 
too far inlo such things as that. I 
hope in some way to see the 
amendment and the bill killed. 

Mr. V AlL of Hodgdon: Mr. 
Speaker, 1 remember that the 
Health Department claimed before 
our committee that it would take 
seven or eight inspectors to inspect 
those camps, and it is just a matter 
of expense and a little more author
ity. 

Mr. STURGIS of Auburn: Mr. 
Speaker, I move the indefinite post
ponement of the bill and amend
ment. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motIon prevailed. 

On motion by Mr. Sturgis of Au
burn, a viva voce vote being taken 

on a motion to reconsider the vote 
just taken, the motion failed of 
passage. 

Orders 
On motion by Mr. Lait of Old 

Town, it was 
Ordered, that the 

forthwith present to 
itemil'ed account of 
and disbursements 
tingen t funds for 
years. 

State Auditor 
the House an 

the receipts 
of the con
the last two 

Passed to be Engrossed 
An Act concerning financial respon

sibility for damages caused by opera
tion of motor vehicles, H. P. 1205, H. 
D. 577. 

Mr. ALDRICH of Topsham: Mr. 
Speaker, if it is in order, I ask the in
definite postponement of that bill. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman is 
in order. 

Mr. ALDRICH: Mr. Speaker, my 
reason for moving indefinite postpone
ment is this. that I have had that bill 
on the table for possibly a week in 
the hope that amendments which I 
thin]{ 'would be satisfactory \vould be 
made; but the amendment which was 
offered here yesterday. in my judg
ment. does not cure the trouble. I 
personally have no interest in this bill 
and speak only because it is of public 
interest. This bill requires, in a gen
eral way, that whoever violates a motor 
traffic law may be required by the 
Secretary of State to give evidence of 
his financial responsibility or give a 
bond or be insured. Then it goes on 
and says that the Secretary of State 
may require from the person in whose 
name such motor vehicle is registered 
the same proof. I submit to you that 
this is the situation: That if a man 
using your car without your permis
sion goes on the highway and vio
lates a motor traffic law, you, who 
had nothing to do with it and are in 
no way responsible for any violation, 
may be required by the Secretary 
of State to give a bond, or else your 
registration will be taken from you. I 
submit to you that that is a ridiculous 
situation. 

Further, if you permit your neigh
bor to take your car and he is a man 
who you have every reason to believe 
is a careful driver, and he go€'s on the 
road and happens to violate the motor 
vehicle law and is hailed into court 
and is found guilty, there is no penal
ty for him, but yOU whose vehicle he 
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has with perfect propriety u~cd, may 
be required to show your financial re
sponsibility as a condition to having 
your motor vehicle registered, I sub
mit that this is only another speci
men of an act. which \O\'e are gettIng 
so many of, \vhich \vould impose penal
ties on innocent people in order to try 
to reach a very fe\v \vho may disre
gard the law. 

Now it seems to me-l think the 
prOVISIOn of this law is perfectly 
right, that a man who is convicted of 
having driven a car while under the 
influence of liquor or of violating the 
motor \'ehicle law shall be required to 
show his financial responsibility and 
put up a bond. But when you say that 
if my car happens to be In the posi
tion of being the vehicle responsible 
for an accident and I am not responsi
ble, I submit to you that I am being 
penalized for something I have not 
done and for which I am in no way re
sponsible, On that ground, 1 move 
the indefinite postponement of the bill, 

Mr. DUDLEY of Calais: Mr. Speak
er, I had not expected to make any re
marks at this time. I do not quite 
agree with the gentleman from Tops
ham, Mr. Aldrich, as to the persons 
who are reached by this law, He stated 
that anv person violating the motor 
traffic l';w-that is true, but only half 
true-it is the person who opf'rates the 
motor vehicle while not in a position 
to do so or a person who operates a 
motor vehicle recldessly. so as to en
danger the lives of others, who is re
quired to provide the evidence of fin
ancial responsibility, It is entirely in 
the control of the individual. If the 
individual is a careful driver and does 
not attempt to drive a car while he is 
intoxicated or drive a car recklessly, 
he has nothing to fear from this law. 
Anv person who is insured has nothing 
to 'fear from this law. It simply re
quires reckless or drunken drivers to 
give a hand So that a person whom he 
may injure may have some redress. 
According to statistics there were 
twenty-three thousand people killed 
last year by motor vehicles, and dur
ing' the same period many thousands 
were injured by reckless or drunl{en 
drivers; and to require that class or 
persons to g-iYe some assurance to so
ciety or else keep them off the road 
would seem to be a very benefi('ial 
kind of law. I trust the gentleman's 
motion to indefinitely postpone wiIl 
not prevail. 

Mr. ALDRICH: :vrr. Speaker, I do 
not vyish to tal.;;:e thne on this matter 
but my trother has not read all of this 

bill. I am in perfect accord with all 
he has said with respect to a part of 
the bill. But I object to the portion 
which says that the Secretary of State 
may require proof of financial respon
sibil ity, etc" tram the person in whose 
nanle such nlotor vehiCle is registered. 
That is what I object to. The man in 
whose name it is registered may not 
be driving the Car and may have 'noth
ing whate\'er to do with it. He is re
sponsible for nothing. Under these 
circumstances why should he be re
quired to give proof of financial re
sponsibility or give a bond? 

Mr. MORRILL of Gray: lVIr. Speak
er, I would like to ask if a man ar
rested for speeding would come within 
this bill? 

Mr. DUDLEY of Calais: Mr. Speak
er, I would like to have the first sen
tence of this bill read showing to 
whom the law applies. 

The SPEAKER: The Clerk will 
read. 

"Section 1. The Secretary of State 
may require from any person who 
shall ha\'e been convicted of a viola
tion of thc law relative to operating 
or attempting to operate a motor ve
hiCle while under the influence of in
toxicating liquor or drugs or of a vio
lation of the law relating to the oper
ation of a motor vehicle upon any way 
recklessly. So that the lives or safety 
of the public are in danger, or who shall 
have caused the death of or injury 
to any person, or damage to property 
to the extent of at least one hundred 
dollars, by reason of the operation of 
a motor vehicle, or from the person 
in "\vhose name such motor vehicle is 
registered or from both, proof of fin
ancial responsibility to satisfy any 
clainl for damages, by reason of per
sonal injury to or the death of any 
person, of at least five thousand dol
lars, and for damage to property of at 
least one thousand dollars; and, if such 
person or persons shall fail to furnish 
such proof, said secretary of state 
may, until such proof shall be fur
nished. suspend the registration of 
such motor vehicle or refuse there
after to register any motor vehicle 
owned by such person or if such per
son shall not be a resident of this 
state, withdraw from such person the 
privilege of operating any motor ve
hicle in this state and the privilege 
of operation within this state of any 
motor vehIcle owne<l lJy him, or re
fuse to register any motor vehicle 
transferred by him if it shall not ap
pear to said secretary of state's sat-
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isfaction that such transfer is a bona 
fide sale." 

Mr. MORRILL: Mr. Speaker, we 
have several concerns in Portland 
that let cars and you drive them 
yourself. I shOUld think that bill 
would be rather drastic for them. 

The SPEAKER: The question 
before the house is on the motion 
of the gentleman from Topsham, 
Mr. Aldrich, to indefinitely postpone 
this bill. 

Mr. WING: of Auburn: Mr. 
Speaker, this is the only piece of 
legislation which this Legislature 
will offer looking to making the 
highways safer. As I understand 
this, there are two classes of legis
lation. There are the statutes such 
as Massachusetts has enacted in the 
nature of special insurance com
pelling every operator of a motor 
vehicle to give a bond. Now th[\t is 
a very cumbersome and difficult and 
expensive method. Then there is the 
scheme which the State of Con
necticut uses as their idea to make 
the highways safer. [t is this: if 
a person is convicted of a breach of 
motor vehicle laws, such as being 
convicted of operating an automo
bile under the influence of intOXI
cating liquor, thereupon that per
son in order to keep his license or 
obt~inanother one, must satisfy the 
Secretary of State that he is a 
person of responsibility or if he is 
not, he must give a bond so that if 
he goes out and gets tight again 
and hurts somebody, that somebody 
may get some compensation. 

You see there is a vast difference 
between compelling a man as a 
condition of obtaining a license to 
give a bond and this method which 
says that if you are a bad boy or 
a bad operator, you must show the 
authorities that license you that you 
have some financial responsibility. 

In other words, this law is a de
terrent and a means of increasing 
responsibility of persons who are 
naturally reckless. And T hardly 
think the criticism of my brother 
from Topsham is quite pertinent. 
This will be the only means that 
this Legislature will have to in
crease the responsibility of persons 
who operate motor vehicles. That 
re&ponsibility now is nothing but 
the wish of the operator himself to 
be insured. 

Let me say this: I had a law suit 

within four or five years in which a 
little girl suffered an injury of a 
broken leg. She stayed in the hos
pital two or three months. Her 
father became responsible for a very 
substantial amount of money for her 
care and for her treatment. Suit 
was brought against tbe owner of 
the vehicle that injured the little 
girl. The case was tried before a 
jury. They returned a verdict and 
the defendant took the case into 
Law Court which sustained the 
verdict: whereupon the defendant 
went into bankruptcy, and the 
father of the little girl who had 
suffered the injury had to pay the 
bill, while the man responsible for 
the injury paid nothing. There was 
no way in which the father would 
be recompensed for what he had 
paid for the little girl. If this bill 
had obtained, the man who injured 
that little girl-by his servant, to be 
sure, would either have to show the 
courts that he was financially re
sponsible, or he would have to put 
up a bond, so that if he hurt another 
little gkl, that little girl should, as 
far as money was concerned, be paid 
something for her injury, and her 
parents who were responsible for the 
financial outlay could have some re
dress. I think this bill is a method 
in the right direction. (Applause) 

Mr. HOLMAN of Bangor: Mr. 
Speaker, I ask for a division. 

Mr. ALDRICH: Mr. Speaker, with 
your permission I will withdraw the 
motion I made and then offer House 
Amendment B to this act, which I 
think will satisfy the gentleman who 
has spoken, because I think that he 
and I are in entire accord. 

Permission for withdrawal of the 
rr.otion to indefinitely post'pone was 
granted. 

Mr. ALDRICH: Mr. Speaker, 
would like to offer House Amend
ment B. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Topsham, Mr. Aldrich, offers 
House Amendment B and moves its 
adoption. 

House Amendment B to House 
Document 577, an act concerning fi
nancial responsibility for damage 
caused by operation of motor ve
hicles. 

Amend House Docum'mt 577 by 
striking therefrom, beginning in line 
nine, after the word "dollars", the 
words "by reason of the operation of 
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a motor vehicle, or from the person 
in whose name such motor vehicle is 
registered or from both." 

Mr. WING: Mr. Speaker, if I catch 
the purport of the amendment, it 
leaves nothing to the bill. I am not 
afraid of the bill as it is. 

Mr. ALDRICH: Mr. Speaker, that 
amendment leaves this in the bill
that "the secretary of state may re
quire from any person who shall 
have been convicted of a violation of 
the law relative to operating or at
tempting to operate a motor vehicle 
while under the influence of intoxi
cating liquor or drugs or of a vio
lation of the law relating to the op
eration of a motor vehicle upon any 
way recklessly, so that the lives or 
safety of the public are in danger, 
or who shall have caused the death 
of or injury to any person, or dam
age to property to the extent of at 
least one hundred dollars, proof of 
financial responsibility to satisfy 
any claim for damages, by reason of 
personal injury to or the death of 
any person, of at least five thousand 
dollars, and for damage to property 
of at least one thousand dollars; and 
if such person or persons shall fail 
to furnish such proot, said secretary 
of state may, until such proof shall 
be furnished, suspend the registra
tion of such motor vehicle or refuse 
thereafter to register any motor ve
hicle owned by such person, etc." 

The Secretary of State may re
quire of all those peo'ple the secur
ity that this bill asks for. 

Mr. WING: Mr. Speaker, that 
would not take care of the case 
which I have stated to this House, 
where the owner of an automobile 
was responsible for the act of his 
agent. He might as well be insured 
as the nondescript chauffer who 
operated the car. 

The SPEAKER: The question be
forE' the House is on the motion of 
the gentlE'man from Topsham. Mr. 
Aldrich, that House Amendment B 
to House Document 577 be adopted. 
Those in favor will say aye; those 
opposed no. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion to adopt House Amendment 
B to House Document 577 failed of 
passage. 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD of Kennebunk: 
Mr. Speaker, as I understand the 
bill, as it is now, if anyone takes my 
car and goes down town and runs 

into any person, or in any way dam
ages property to the amount of one 
hundred dollars, it is up to me to 
pay that bill. Then, not only that: 
If the Secretary of State wants to 
do this, he can say to me, not to the 
man who was driving the car, but to 
the owner of that car, "You cannot 
have a license for a car for three 
years," or any other number of 
years that he chooses. It does not 
seem just right to me. Perhaps you 
are a good friend of mine, and you 
come down here and get into my car 
and go off down town with it without 
my consent. Then I am just as re
sponsible for what damage you do. 
I am perfectly willing to protect Mr. 
'Ving's little girl, and I want to. I 
also want the privilege to do any
thing which you want to do with the 
drunken driver. But I do not think 
it is right for us to make any law 
that will say to the man who lends 
his neighbor his car that he is re
sponsible for that car and that the 
man who takes that car makes him 
responsible for that car. 

Let all think it over before you 
vote because your brother might 
want to take your car, your daughter 
might like to take that car, or your 
agent, if you may call it that, takes 
your car. If you are absolutely out 
of the car, under this law you can
not have a registration or a driver's 
license or anything else-I don't 
know but they would say that you 
cannot ride with anyone else if they 
were not afraid to! I don't want 
anyone to think that I want to take 
off any restriction of the law on 
drunken or reckless drivers or any
thing of the kind, because I do not. 
But I do not like the idea of my be
ing responsible for someone else 
driving my car, to that extent. I 
hope yoU will all think it over before 
you vote. 

Mr. McINTIRE of Norway: Mr. 
Speaker, it is interesting to learn 
that people in Maine leave their 
cars around loose for their friends 
and neighbors to drive. This stat
ute says that the Secretary of State 
"may" require; it does not say that 
he "shall" or "must" require but 
simply that he "may." It seems to 
me we are quite safe In assuming 
that the Secretary of State would not 
require that proof of financial re
sponsibility from persons who clear
ly were not at fault. It seems to me 
that this measure is a very careful, 
a very cautions, and a very little 
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step in the right direction. I trust 
it may receive passage for the bene
fit of the public in general. 

Mr. CHASE of Cape Elizabeth: ·Mr. 
Speaker, am I correct in believing 
that there is now no motion before 
the House? 

The SPEAKER: There is a pend
ing question which has not been put 
as a motion. The Chair would pre
sume that Mr. Crockett of Hollis is 
about to make a motion that thc 
bill, having had three several read
ings, ,be passed to be engrossed. 

Mr. CHASE: I yield to the gentle
man. 

Mr. CROCKETT of Hollis: Mr. 
Speaker, I move that this bill, having 
had its three several readings in the 
House, be passed to be engrossed as 
amended by House Amendment A. 

Mr. SNOW of Brunswick: Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to be informed 
whether it is the law that all auto
mobiles should be insured. If there 
is such a law, would it not cov"r 
what the gentleman from Auburn 
(Mr. Wing) suggests? Could not 
that man have collected from the 
company? 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Auburn, Mr. Wing, may answer 
if he wishes to. 

Mr. WING: Mr. Speaker, I did not 
quite catch the question. 

Mr. SNOW: I would like to in
quire if there is not a law obliging 
automobiles or other motor vehicles 
to be insured. If there is, could not 
that man go to the insurance com
pany for the damage to that little 
girl? 

Mr. WING: I am not aware of any 
statutes requiring automobiles to be 
insured. That is just the point. 
There is no such statute. 

The SPEAKER: The question be
fore the House is on the motion of 
the gentleman from Hollis, Mr. 
Crockett, that this bill be passed to 
be engrossed as amended by House 
Amendment A. Those in favor will 
say aye; those opposed no. 

A viva voce vote being had, the 
motion prevailed, and the bill as 
amended by House Amendment A 
was passed to be engrossed. 

(At this point Mr. Greenleaf of 
Auburn, /lssumed the Chair amid the 
applause of the House.) 

Orders of the Day 
The SPEAKER pro tern: Under 

matters tabled and today assigned 

the Chair lays before the House the 
majority report of the committees on 
Ways and Bridges and Taxation on 
bill an act relating to a mill tax, H. P. 
748, H. D. 206, reporting the same in 
a new draft, H P. 1303, H. D. 626, 
under title of an act relating to a 
mill tax state highway fund and that 
it ought to pass, and minority report 
of the same committee reporting 
ought not to pass on the same bill, 
tabled April 12 by Mr. Kitchen of 
Presque Isle, pending acceptance of 
either report; and the Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from Presque 
Isle, Mr. Kitchen. 

Mr. KITCHEN: Mr. Speaker, 
would inquire whether there is a mo
tion pending. 

The SPEAKER pro tem: The pend
ing qUestion is acceptance of either 
report. There is no motion. 

Mr. KITCHEN: Mr. Speaker, 
move the acceptance of the majority 
report. I regret to say that physi
cally I do not feel able to speak this 
morning, but I move the acceptance 
of the majority report and yield to 
the gentleman from Van Buren, Mr. 
Hammond. 

Mr. HAMMOND: Mr. Speaker, 
thought I had moved the acceptance 
of the minority report. Is that on the 
record? 

The SPEAKER pro tem: No such 
record shows here. The motion be
fore the House is the motion of the 
gentleman from Presque Isle, Mr. 
Kitchen, that the majority report be 
accepted. 

Mr. HAMMOND: Mr. Speaker, op
posing that motion I have a few 
figures here that I have prepared, 
and if I may, I will read them. It is 
agreed by all that highway construc
tion should be carried forward. The 
people want it. The development of 
the State requires it. For this pur
pose there must be annually provid
ed as a minimum $1,200,000 for state 
highway construction of a perman
ent character approved by the Fed
eral Government; to which will be 
added annually $700,000 Federal 
money. There must also be raised 
for state aid construction about $1,-
880,000, and for third class highways 
$700,000. A large amount is also 
necessary for bridge construction, but 
ample funds are available for that 
purposc. Last year $714,000 was paid 
from bridge bond money. 

In the year 1926 ending June 30, for 



LEGISLATIVE RECOIlD-HOUSE, APRIL 13 1179 

all highway and bridge purposes the 
State expended $7,036,000, and during 
tile four months of 1926 since June 
30 It expended, or appropriated, $2,-
570,000 more, ' 

All highway work for the coming 
years is now provided for by present 
law, except the most important part, 
the state highway construction, To 
carryon this main line work we now 
11ave to rely on one cent of the gas 
tax, or about $700,000 estimated for 
the current year, This is an amount 
insufficient to absorb the Federal aid 
money, of which we are in arrears 
with $1,400,000 awaiting us in \Vash
ington. This $700,000 is hardly more 
than one third of what we should 
have to carry along this work, as it 
has been done during the past year, 
and to take full advantage of the 
Federal aid. We now raise oyer 
$1,000,000 per year by direct state 
taxation for highway purposes, on 
second and third class roads-noth
ing for state highways. Money for 
the latter work has always come from 
bonds, payable both as to principal 
and interest from motor vehicle fees; 
also for the past one and one-half 
vears from one cent of gas tax. The 
last $3,000,000 of bond money yO ted 
in 1925 for highways is now uSf'd; 
while over $2,200,000 is stilI available 
for bridges, and in addition to that 
about $2,500,000 under the provisions 
of the bridge act, coming from coun
ties and towns; a total of $4,700,000 

How shall the necessary new 
money be raised? The majority re
port recommends it be by a one-half 
cent mill tax on all the property of 
the State, and by an increased gaso
line tax. This is a change in the 
highway construction policy of t~e 
State and means that hereafter taxes 
are to be increased to carry the con
struction costs. 

The minority report oppose both of 
these taxes as unwise, against the 
interests of the State at this time, 
and unnecessary. The minority 
submits that there is nothing in the 
present financial or industrial situa
tion in this State which either de
mands or otherwise warrants the lay
ing of a further mill tax, or any part 
thereof, upon all the property of a.ll 
citizens for highway purposes. ThIS 
is no time to serye notice on indus
try present or prospective, that new 
bti,:dens are to be laid upon it. A 
decrease, however slight, would be 

welcomed and broadcast as good 
news-good publicity for the State. 
Don't make an unpopular mistake of 
adding a new tax even if it can be 
done without increasing the present 
tax rate. 

To make up the necessary amount 
of funds, a gas tax, additional to the 
present one, is also proposed. That 
in our judgment is neither necessary 
nor wise. It is not altogether the 
extra one cent on the gallon. It 
means that in the State of Maine gas 
wili be more costly than in other 
eastern states; a higher tax than 
other New England states impose. 
The effect on the visitor, the tourist, 
is bad. An additional gasoline cost 
of 33 per cent over Massachusetts is 
not a subject of favorable comment. 
it is also, of course, an increased tax 
on our own motor vehicle users. They 
have been patient, are paying for the 
highways to a large extent, from gen
erous registration fees al.d a 3c gas 
tax, have even seen much of their 
money spent in ways and on ways 
which did not meet their approval. 
Like the goose that is being pickpd, 
they have not yet squawked; but 
they are likely to do so When this ad
ditional cent is imposed, especially 
since it is unnecessary to accomplish 
the object sought. A three cent tax 
is enough! It is said that a gas tax 
is about to be imposed in Massachus
etts-2c per gallon-but it is not ex
plained that this tax wiII go to re
duce auto registration fees, and bring 
them down to three dollars per car. 

Now, granting that we all want 
sufficient funds for highway construc
tIOn, what is the solution? It is a 
bond issue, one and one-half million 
per year, $12,000,000 total, which wiII 
bring to us $8,000,000 of Federal 
money· and substantially complete 
the present State highway system. 
,Ve have now learned to lay down 
roads of an enduring type when pro
perly maintained, which will long 
outlast the term of the bonds. 

A bond issue to spread over the 
years can safely be financed on pres
ent rates of gas tax and motor ve
hicle fees, provided only, that you shift 
over the present one cent of gas tax, 
which now goes from construction to 
maintenance, an amount estimated at 
$700,000 for 1927. Make this change 
in the law to take effect only when a 
bond issue shali be adopted by the 
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people, you will then no longer need 
this 1c tax for construction purposes 
arid it will go to maintenance, wher", 
it most properly belongs; and will by 
so much relieve the motor vehicle 
fees of maintenance requirements, 
and under the terms of the present 
law make so much more of the regis
tration fees as is necessary avail
able for bond requirements, A 1)111 
to accomplish this is now on the 
table in the Senate, awaiting final 
action of this Legislature as to whe
ther a bond issue resolve shall be 
submitted to vote of the people. 

During the last 10 days schedules 
and schemes for highway financing 
have changed almost daily. The lat
est is to use a treasury surplus and 
auto fees for construction purposes; 
the fees directly, the surplus by indi
rection through paying bonds and in
terest on bonds, Both methods are 
makeshifts and can continue only 
temporarily; the surplus, raised from 
excess taxes only so long as it lasts; 
while the registration fees either will 
or should automatically end as soon 
as the surplus is gone because these 
fees are now properly pledged to bond 
requirements and to maintenance-not 
to construction. These schedules, 
showing sources of revenue of over 
$8,000,000 for a road program are mis
leading when they are used to solve 
our present requirements. 

They include maintenance money, 
the third class highway mill tax, the 
special resolves. the $300,000 direct 
appropriation which is always provid
ed for second class highway construc
tion, the money raised by cities and 
towns (amounting to over $1,000,000) 
and bridge bond money; and finally 
and especially federal aid money to 
the extent of $700,000 per year. Now 
the Legislature need not be concerned 
about third class highway funds, or 
second class, or special resolves, or the 
money to be raised by muniCipalities, 
or counties, or bridge bonds of which 
we noW have over $2,000,000 in the 
treasury. These things were provided 
for by general law before this Legis
lature came here and will go on from 
year to year unless changed. \Vhat 
we are right now concerned with is: 

1st. To find a way to continue in 
1927 a maintenance fund equal to the 
past year's. 

2nd. To find ways and means to 
adequately carryon, as heretofore, 
State highway construction; that is, 
roads of the first class, which serve 
81 per cent. of the people and 80 per 

cent. of the valuation of the State
and 

3rd. To make this construction 
fund large enough to meet and absorb 
the $700.000 per year of federal money 
to which the State of Maine is enti
tled; for which we are taxed by the 
federal government and which lapses 
and is lost to us if not promptly met 
by at least $1,200,000 of our money 
each year. The fact is we are now in 
arrears, and there is now awaiting us 
in Washington $1,400,000. On July 1 
there will be $700,000 due us. 

Therefore for the year 1927 either 
reissue $500,000 of the reissuable 
bonds (aggregating about $570,000) 
now retired; or use an adequate 
amount of the treasury surplus, as has 
been recently suggested, to retire 
bonds this year only, and apply a like 
amount of registration fees thus re
leased from bond requirements for this 
year only, to construction. Or if you 
do not want to reissue bonds or use 
treasury surplus, then USe $500,000 of 
the $2,200,000 bridge bonds now in the 
treasury for highway construction, 
with a provision, similar to that pass
ed in 1925, that the amount so used 
be credited out of any future high
way bond issue, or other available 
funds. 

Accepting the figures put out by the 
committee on ways and bridges, there 
are now available for bridge construc
tion under the law $4,700,000, a sum 
ample to take care of bridges for at 
least three or four years. Since 191R 
the State has used less than $3,000,000 
of bonds for bridge construction. 

The necessary funds can be provided 
without an increase in the gas tax, 01' 

a one-half mill tax or any other added 
tax burden. It can be done by a bond 
issue up to $1,500,000 per year. so as to 
absorb the federal money now in ar
rears, usable both for bridges and 
State highways, and financed wholly 
by automobile fees on their present 
basis. This will ensure the possibili
ty, at least, of a constructive program 
carried Over a period of years, com
mensurate with what other states are 
doing-a method approved by the Bu
reau of Public Roads in Washington 
and approved by the voters of Maine 
in a ra.tio of five to one every time 
they have had a chance to express 
themselves. 

One other thing you can do: Pass 
your one-half mill tax and pass your 
cne cent gas tax, and then to the end 
of each put these words: "This act 
shall not become effective unless a re-
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solve proposing an amendment to the 
Constitution to provide for a bond is
Sue shall be rejected by the people vot
ing in September and if the bond issue 
be so rejected the act shall take ef
fect." 

Then a square issue wil! be present
ed to the people. \Vhich do they pre
f0r-to pay a tax to build their roads, 
or bonds? 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD of Kennebunk: 
Mr. Speaker, I do not know a thing 
about this road program, only what 
I have been told. I was told this 
morning that this is a measure to be 
put upon the table and taken up this 
afternoon with an amendment to it. 
Also that the half-mill tax will not 
become effective until January 1, 
1929. Further, that there was plenty 
of money available with the one cent 
gas tax, and a sinking fund now in 
the treasury to meet all requirements 
of road construction. Now I was 
told that by the Chairman of the 
,\Vays and Bridges Committee. He 
told it to me in all sincerity, and he 
did not say at the end of it "don't 
say that I said anything." So I am 
telling you where I got my infortna
tion. 

It is talked about the State House 
that I have been objectlng to the 
road program, whiCh I have not 
done. There is no man in this State 
House that wants better roads more 
than I do, and I am perfectly willing 
to help pay for my part of those 
roads. Mr. Deering of the Finance 
Committee told me how they would 
get their money. He also told me 
how we-I say "we" because I mean 
the people-how we should get $700,-
000 to pay for our road construction, 
which is now in the treasury do\vn
stairs. As I understood it, this was 
ail threshed out last evening. I had 
nothing to do with the threshing 
out; but the people who did told me 
this morning that it had come to this 
-that we could have a half-mill 
starting January 1, 1929. which, you 
all understand, would mean the l)p
ginning of another Legislature. At 
that time the Legislature could do 
what they saw fit with that half
mill tax. They would not be obliged 
to have it. In other words, that the 
half -mill tax was not in this year 
or next year. If there is no need of 
raising that amount of money, why 
do we raise it, to put $44,000 in the 
treasury that can be applied to road 
building. It simply means a little 
act put in here which would take 

perhaps five minutes. I would like 
very much to have this road pro
gram, this half-mill program, held up 
in some way so that we could see 
whether what I am telling you is the 
truth. Possibly it is not the truth. 
But that it what was put up to me 
this morning in regard to the half
mill tax. 

I understand that there are mem
bers of the Legislature who will vote 
for a half-mill tax provided the oth
er fellow will vote for a gas tax. 
On the other hand, one fellow will 
vote for the gas tax if the other man 
will vote for the mill tax. It seems 
to me wrong and foolish to put in 
another million dollar transaction to 
leave for the next Legislature or 
perhaps for Governor Brewster to 
fool away-which he can do, but I 
do not think he will. But he can do 
it because he has the money to fool 
away. In other words, I mean this: 
That If we raise a half-fuill tax and 
a gasoline tax, it will give us five 0r 
six hundred thousand dollars that 
we do not need if we enforce the 
laws we have. There is no reason 
why they should not be enforced and 
make all the roads which the road 
program calls for. 

These men have been all winter 
making up the road program. I see 
no reason for our trying to tear it 
to pieces. I do not think that the 
men on that committee should expect 
this Legislature to raise six or seven 
hundred thousand dollars that there 
is no need of raising; and I would 
like this bill to lie on the table until 
the next legislative day, or what
ever you call it, or until we recess 
sometime; this afternoon is ail right 
or this evening is all right; and let 
us see if what I was told about the 
half-mill tax is correct, because I 
see no reason for raising this money 
if we do not need it to use. 

The SPEAKER pro tem: Does 
the gentleman from Kennebunk 
make such a motion? 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD: Mr. Speaker, 
I would like to do so. The only 
thing I am doing it for is that I 
think we can save that amount of 
money and at the same time satisfy 
the people who want to raise the 
half-mill tax. That is what I was 
told. And if it is not so he mis
quoted to me. I make that as a mo
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tern: The gen
tleman from Kennebunk moves

Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr. 
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Speaker, I rise to ask a question. 
Is that money a book account or is 
it money'? 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD: It is cash. 
The SPEAKER pro tern: All 

those in favor of the motion of the 
gentleman from Kennebunk, Mr. 
Littlefield, that this matter lie on 
the table and be taken up later in 
the day will say aye; contrary 
minded, no. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion prevailed. 

The SPEAKER pro tern: The 
Chair lays before the House the 
second today assigned matter, ma
jority report of the committees on 
Ways and Bridges and Taxation on 
bill an act relating to a tax upon 
gasoline, H. P. 755, H. D. 212, re
porting same in a new draft, H. P. 
1304, H. D. 629, under same title, and 
that it ought to pass, and minority 
report of same committees report
ing ought not to pass on same bill, 
tabled April 12 by Mr. Littlefield of 
Kennebunk, pending motion of Mr. 
Ingraham of Bangor to accept ma
jority report; and the Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from Kenne
bunk, Mr. Littlefield. 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD: Mr. Speaker, 
I would like for this one to go with 
the other so that they may be takf>Il 
up together. I do not feel that it 
would be fair to the gentleman to 
take this up and perhaps at this time 
kill it or even make it go through 
and raise a one-cent tax. I think it 
would be fair to everyone if these 
two measures go together. 

The SPEAKER pro tern: The 
gentleman from Kennebunk, Mr. 
Littlefield, moves that this matter 
lie on the table to be taken UP later 
in the day. 

A viva voce vote being taken, this 
motion prevailed and the matter 
was retabled. 

The SPEAKER pro tern: The 
Chair lays before the House the 
third matter today assigned, resolve 
to pay certain deficiencies, S. P. 603, 
S. D. 360, tabled by Mr. Deering of 
Saco April 12, pending final pass
age; and the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Saco, Mr. Deering. 

Mr. DEERING: Mr. Speaker. I 
move to reconsider the vote whereby 
this resolve was passed to be en
grossed. for the following reasons: 
My purpose is to offer an amend-

ment. And my reasons for that 
amendment, in explanation, are 
these: The State Auditor sent up a 
bill of certain department deficien
cies which must be taken care of. 
Now in order to be a department de
ficiency, it must be bills that fell 
due a year ago July 1st, with no 
funds, the funds having lapsed so 
that there was nvthing to pay them. 
The figure representing this defi
ciency was thirty thousand dollars 
July 1st, in which certain depart
ments had no funds to meet these 
figures at that time. There is thirty 
thousand dollars in this bill which 
should be taken care of from the 
contingent fund of the Governor and 
Council rather than be passed by 
this Legislature as a direct deficien
cy. 

Therefore 1 offer an amendment 
striking out thirty thousand dollars 
from this bilI which the Governor 
and Council have agreed to take 
care of from their contingent fund 
which is for the very purpose which 
this bill calls for. Therefore. Mr. 
Speaker, I move the adoption of this 
amendment. 

On motion by Mr. Deering tb.e 
House voted to reconsider its action 
whereby this resolve was passed to 
be engrossed. 

Mr. Deering offered House Amend
ment A and moved its ado'ption as 
follows: 

House Amendment A to Senate 
Paper 603, Senate Document 360, en
titled resolve to pay certain defi
ciencies. 

Amend said resolve by striking out 
the words "fifty-five" in the first 
line and inserting in place thereof 
the words "twenty-five". so that said 
resolve, as am<'nded, shall read as 
follows: 

"Resolved that the sum of twenty 
five thousand and twenty-two dol
lars and sixteen cents be and hereby 
is appropriated to pay such defi
ciencies as are shown by th<' list 
presented by the State Auditor to 
the Legislature as amended and al
lowed by the committee on Claims," 

Thereupon House Amendment A 
was adopted. 

Mr. LAIT of Old Town: Mr. 
Speaker, I move that the bill Jie on 
the table and that the amendment 
be printed. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 



LEGISLA TIVE RECOHD-HOUSE, APRIL 13 1183 

motion failed of passage, and tlle 
resolve as amended by House 
Amendment A was passed to be en
grossed. 

The SPEAKER pro tem: The 
Chair lays before the House the 
fourth today assigned matter being 
majority report of the committee on 
Judiciary on bill an act relating to 
the practice of osteopathy, S. P. 366, 
S. D. 143, reporting same in a new 
draft, S. P. 617, S. D. 366, under 
same title and that it ought to pass, 
and minority report of the same 
committee reporting ought not to 
pass' on same bill, tabled by Mr. 
Hale of Portland, April 12, pending 
acceptance of either report; and the 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Portland, Mr. Hale. 

Mr. HALE: Mr. Speaker, I yield 
the floor. 

:\11'. CARLETON of Portland: :\11'. 
Speaker, I move that the majority 
report ha Ye passage. 

Mr. VARNUM of 'Westbrook: Mr. 
Speaker, I am very sorry that I ha \"e 
not the flow of oratory that was 
poured loose about this bill in the 
Senate yesterday. J am not gifted 
with a silver tongue or a golden 
flow of oratory; but from my kno\yl
edge of what osteopathy has done 
along these lines,-although not leg
al in this State to praetice obstet
rics,-up to the time that the child 
was born osteopathy was used in a 
case that I have in mind, and I 
have been told in other cases in the 
State. The regular M. D. was call
ed in at the time of birth, tl1at is, 
he was called hut he r!id not get 
there until half an l,our after the 
child in this particular case that I 
know of was born; so he har! noth
ing to do with the birth of the child 
because the mother had osteopathic 
treatment up to that time. I ha\'c 
talked personally with that mother. 
It is a delicate subject, of course to 
talk on. but we have to approach 
theRe things in tlw right spirit. 

For a good many years the os
teopaths have been trying to get 
the right to practice obstetrics, and 
from what I have studied into it, and 
from what I know about the study 
that they put into it, and from 
the fact that there was no op
position to this bill in the com
mittee hearing-and I attended 
the whole of it because I am 

in favor of it-I do not see why we 
Sl10uld not give the osteopaths the 
right to practice what they spend 
more time to study than do the reg
ural M. D.'s. It is particularly true 
that they have not the right 
to practice surgery and perhaps it is 
well that they should not. I know 
there are times when surgery has to 
be used in obstetrics. I will admit 
that on the start, but those cases do 
not run oyer twelve or fifteen per cent 
as statistics show. 

I am fortunate in having a wife 
who is a registered nurse, not regis
tered in this State but still she is call
ed and the doctors stand behind her. 
She has practiced under both osteo
pathy and regular M. D.'s in obstet
rics,' and except in cases where sur
gical treatment is needed, I can as
sure you from what she tells me that 
the osteopath's method is very good 
and is much easier for the mother. 
In the particular ease that I have 
spoken of, quite a while before the 
child was born, the mother had taken 
to her bed. She happened to have to 
work for her living to help support 
the family. It was the safe thing for 
her to do. You will all recognize that 
if you know anything about it. She 
was advised to try osteopathy treat
ment, which she did. She was put on 
to her feet and went to her work 
and that work I know was quite la
borious. She worked until within 
three days of the time the child was 
born, solely by osteopathy treatment. 

'With the reception that this bill 
receyed in the Senate I do not expect 
to talk this House around to accept
ing the minority report, but I merely 
want to go on record as being in 
favor of it. I know it is a good thing, 
and I hope that the minority report 
will rcceiYe passage. 

Mr. HATHAWAY of Milo: Mr. 
Speaker and members of the House: 
I do not want anyone here to think 
that I am actuated by any motive of 
jealousy or personal greed in rising 
as I do to speak on this matter, be
cause it has always been my practice 
to either speak good of anyone or 
speak not at all. 

As far as the practice of osteo
pathy goes, I know nothing ahout it. 
I don't eyen know enough about it to 
"knock" it. I am speaking as a gen
eral practitioner, one who has done 
country practice for twenty-six years. 
Now the specialist in the practice of 
medicine-understand I am speaking 
as an M. D.-but the specialist in 
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medicine-there Is no line of demar
kation-a man doing eye, ear, nose 
and throat work must necessarily 
have to do some surgery; he must 
have to do some Internal medicine. 
The surgeon has to do some medical 
practice. I know of no place in gen
eral practice where a man needEl 
knowledge of all branches of his pro
fession as in obstetrics. He much at 
any time be prepared to treat mental 
and nervous diseases,-conditions of 
the eye, partial or total loss of sight, 
acute conditions of the heart, of the 
lungs and of the kidneys. I am won
dering-because I do not know-what 
the osteopath would do in a case of 
labor if he was suddenly confronted 
by acute mania, he was suddenly 
confronted by complete loss of vision 
of the mother, if he was confronted 
by the horrid condition of eclamptic 
convulsions, if at the time of labor he 
found a tranverse or breach presen
tation requiring the need of forceps, 
or if at the time of delivery he got 
what is quite common and that is a 
type that needs surgical interference. 
I am willing to admit that the large 
majority of obstetric cases if left en
tirely alone will come along all right. 
It is in those few cases that help is 
needed, and often times when they 
need help they need it at once. Often 
times we do not have time to even 
seek for an assistant; I know of noth
ing where a man is thrown on his 
own resources so much as the obstet
rIClan. I am wondering what would 
happen, what the osteopath would do, 
supposing he had to have a ceasarian 
or supposing he was confronted by a 
placenta praevia which means the 
afterbirth coming ahead of the child, 
a very dangerous condition. Mr. 
Speaker, and members of the House, 
I am wondering how many of you 
would care to have your wives, your 
daughters and your sisters attended 
in obstetrics by anyone who is not 
allowed to give internal medicine or 
do surgery and who are liable to be 
confronted by these conditions. I 
thank you. 

Mr. CLIFFORD of Bath: Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to call your at
tention to a few facts that have been 
handed to me by gentlemen who are 
osteopaths and leave it to the judg
ment of the House. 

Massachusetts requires two years 
pre-medical training and four years 
of regular medical training and also 
a year 'of hospital work. The studies 
are the same as the regular medical 

school and the same hours of study. 
The stUdents stand ready to take any 
regulal medical examination, take the 
same examinations as Tufts, Har
vard, and other colleges. 

Another thing, it is compulsory to 
handle twenty maternity cases before 
graduating. Teachers are regular 
medical men, osteopaths in Massa
ch usetts are regular medical men. 
Osteopathy is growing in Maine. 
There is no short cut to osteopathy. 
The medical board requires an exam
ination in obstetrics before granting 
a license in M'aine and then refuses to 
let them practice it. 

Examinations are hard. The head 
of the Massachusetts Board of Regis
tration is an osteopath and has been 
for five or six years. Chiropractic 
treatment is entirely different. It 
deals with the spine alone and that 
only requires an eighteen months' 
course. I submit those are the facts 
that have been told me by gentlemen 
of the profession. 

Mr. VARNUM: Mr. Speaker, cor
recting a statement I made in ran
dom remarks, I want it understood 
that I am in favor of the majority re
port, ought to pass. 

Mr. ALDRICH of Topsham: Mr. 
Speaker, I had not intended to say 
anything on this bill, but I feel that 
Ishould at least indicate to the House 
what evidence was submitted to the 
Judiciary Committee upon which 1 
believe the majority of the Judic'iary 
committee presented this report. 

It appears that the osteopath has, 
as I recall it, a four years' course, 
the same length as the medical man. 
The evidence presented to us in
dicated that the osteopath, the stu
dent, is required to spend as much 
tlme on the average as the medical 
student in the study of obstetrics 
and also receives practical work in 
obstetrics comparable to what is re
quired in the medical schOOl of 
medical students. In addition to that 
the State of Maine, before it will 
permit an osteopath to practice here, 
requires that the applicant shall pass 
an examination, and we were very 
careful in our inquiry in this respect 
to pass an examination of obstetrics 
which is of equal degree to the ex
amination which the medical stu
dents have to pass. It would seem 
that under those circumstances the 
osteopathiC student is certainly 
worthy to practice obstetrics, and I 
cannot understand for the life 'of me 
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how, if the State of Maine requires 
an examination in obstetrics, it then 
I'efuses to permit the man who has 
Ruccessfully passed such examination 
to practice. 

If I may be permitted to make a 
personal allusion-and I may say 
that this is my main reason for 
speaking here this morning-I would 
ask your indulgence for a moment 
that I may pay a tribute to osteo
pathy. A very intimate member of 
my iamily is at the present time ly
ing ill a hospItal, and I wish to say 
that before she went she was ex
amined by a number of medical men 
in the State of Maine; but 1 thank 
God that there is such a thing as 
osteopathy and that there are osteo
paths. I say to this House, if yoU will 
pardon this personal allusion, that as 
t,I" result of an examination and the 
fimimgs by an osteopath, 1 believe 
that. that intimate member of my 
family IS today on the high road to 
recovery. I learned last night that 
the surgeon who operated in that 
case, who is himself a medical man, 
pronounced that if that condition had 
not been discovered and taken care 
of, probably in the course of a very 
few months that person would have 
passed on. I wish to say to you that 
in view of this, in view of what the 
State of Maine requires of these men 
in view of the struggle that th~ 
osteopaths have had with the medi
cal profession, as you all know for 
t~le . last ten or fifteen years, a fight 
similar to the fight which when I 
was a boy was carried on between 
the two schools of the medical pro
fession and I have two uncles who 
were allopaths and I remember well 
that those allopaths were very bigot
ed and they would not permit a man 
of the homeopathic school to prac
tice. Today they have come together 
and the allopaths are not very much 
different from the homeopaths. As 
I say we have just the same situa
tion with regard to the antagonism 
of the medical fraternity to the 
osteopaths. I will say that I am not 
prepared to admit that I would sub
mit any case to them! I do not say 
that at all. I go to the :nedical men; 
but I say in fairness and justice. 
based upon what these men have ac
complished-and everyone of you 
know of cases in which thev have 
accomplished wonderful thlngs
based upon the claim which wa" 
made without dispute so far as I 

know-it was not disputed before 
the Judician' committee-that in the 
practice of osteopathy they had de
vised a means by which they can re
lieve woman in this time of trial, 
they can relieve her of much pain. 
If that be so, I say for God's sake 
let's let them practice osteopathy 
and afford this relief in that period 
of stress which every man here who 
is married appreciates and knows the 
horror of. (Applause.) 

Mr. McINTIRE of Norway: Mr. 
Speaker and members of the House: 
I would like to say that I have never 
employed an osteopath and I 
haven't the least idea of employing 
one; but I fail to see any reason 
why we should refuse the members 
of any profession the right to prac
tice the branches of their profession 
in which they can pass the required 
examination. (Applause.) 

The SPEAKER: The question be
fore the House is the adoption of the 
majority report. 

Mr. HATHAWAY: I call for a 
division. 

The SPEAKER: A division is re
quested. All those III favor of ac
cepting the majority report will rise 
and stand until counted and the 
monitors will return the count. 

A division being had, 
Seventy-five voting in the affirma

tive and sixteen in the negative, the 
motion to adopt the majority report 
prevailed. . 

(At this point Speaker Martin re
sumed the Chair, Mr. Greenleaf of 
Auburn retiring amid the applause 
of the House.) 

Mr. DUDLEY of Calais: Mr. 
Speaker, this bill in the Senate was 
indefinitely postponed. I now move 
that it be indefinitely postponed. 

A viva voce vote being taken the 
motion to indefinitely postpone failed 
of passage. 

On motion by Mr. Carleton of 
Portland this bill had its two several 
readings and under suspension of 
the rule its third reading and was 
passed to be engrossed, 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays 
hefore the House a matter which was 
assigned for today but does not ap
pear on the calendar-the report of 
the committee on the investigation 
of the Highway Department; and 
the Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Portland, Mr. Hale. 

On motion by Mr. Hale, the House 
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voted to accept the report of the 
eummittee and it was ordered that 
it be placed on file and the 
committee discharged. 

The following reports were tal,en up 
out of order under suspension of the 
rules: 

Mr. Littlefield from the committee 
on legal affairs reported "ought to 
pass" on bill an act to make certain 
the legal boundaries of the town of 
Old Orchard and set off to the town of 
Old Orchard from the city of Saco any 
right, title or interest which the city 
of Sac a may have within said bounda
ries (H. I'. 873) (H. D. 230). 

Mr. DEERING of Saco: Mr. Speaker, 
I reall y do not like to oppoSe the re
port of this committee. but in justice 
to myself and the community I repre
sent I reel that I must. About two 
weeks ago there was a report from the 
committee on legal affairs on this 
same matter referring it to the next 
Legislature. Their reason for so re
[E'rring was that legal notice had not 
been giwm to the city of Saco by the 
town of Old Orchard fourteen days 
prior to the meeting of the Legisla
ture under the decision of the su
preme court. It \vould seem to me 
that there has been no change in the 
past few days as to the condition in 
reg>lrd to the filing of this notice. It 
also SE'ems to me that in fairness the 
first report should have been accepted 
and passed. There arises a slight op
position, I do not know how much 
from the city of Sac a to the passing of 
this bill, and I cannot help feeling that 
the 1'ow('rs in charge of the city gov
ernment of the city of Sac a should be 
accorded the rights which would nat
urally be expected under the law 
which calls for a fourteen d2Ys' notice. 
Therefore. Mr. Speaker, not to take 
more time than necessary, I wish to 
move you that this bill be referred to 
the next LegislatUre. 

Mr. MILLIKEN of Old Orchard: Mr. 
Speaker. in rcgard to the question of 
notice there is a statute requiring no
tice of fourteen days before the con
vening- of the Legislature. There has 
been a ruling, and the attorney gen
eral made a statement that this law is 
seldom recognized in the Legislature. 
In regard to giving the notice, we went 
to the city of Saco, tall'ed with the 
mayor and aldermen and told them 
wh;"t we were going to do and they 
said go ahead. The only argument 
they have got is the question of notice 
and in fairness to my town I hope the 
motion will not prevail. 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD of Kennebunk: 
Mr. Speaker, I was a member of the 
committee before which this matter 
was brought, and I wish to say just a 
few words. Perhaps I ought not, but 
anyone who is familiar with Old Or
chard knows that there is a pier there 
that goes directly out tnto the ocean
I don't know how far, but I am going 
to say four hundred ffoet. \Vhen Old 
Orchard was set off from the city of 
Saco, they set Old Orchard three miles 
square to low water mark. Low water 
marl, does not take in this pier. The 
pier extends below low water mark. All 
the town of Old Orchard asks that it 
be permitted to have this piece of 
ccean which takes in the pier. As a 
matter of fact you all know what Old 
Orchard is in the summer time. There 
arc thousands and thousands of people 
there, and the town of Old Orchard 
has no police authority on that pier at 
all, and what they ask is Simply to 
get that authority. The only objeC
tion the city of Saco has to Old Or
chard taking that land over is this: 
Two years or four years ago they con
ceived the idea that they owned this 
pier and they taxed it, and at that time 
the man would not pay his taxes. The 
city of Sa co sued him for his taxes. 
As I understand it the only thing they 
want this held up for is this: The 
man who owns the pier owed the city 
of Saco t\VO years' taxes, so the city 
of Saco says. Now they say that in 
order to hold the two years' tax that 
they must not set this off to 
Old Orchard because if they do 
they cannot collect their tax. 
Any man in this House knows 
that if this man owed the city of 
Saco four years ago and has not paid 
it, he owes it now. There are two 
small islands out in the ocean a mile 
and a half or two miles that would 
not come into this if the line was 
drawn straight and drawn as they 
want it drawn. It is said that the 
line is perfectly right. If they should 
ever set off, it would be all right, 
and the valuation of these two islands 
to the city of Saco on which they re
ceive taxes is $500. I do not mean 
that they receive $500 in taxes but 
the valuation of the islands is $500. 
You can see that the financial end of 
it does not enter in in either case; 
but you can see how it would affect 
the town of Old Orchard to only own 
to low water mark. The tide comes 
in and they own that, and when the 
tide is out they own down here. I 
don't understand that the city of 
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Saco cares in any way whether Old 
Orchard has this or not. They are 
simply going on the technicality that 
Old Orchard did not give them four-
teen day's notice, and as I under
stand it, they did give seven, eight 
or ten days and went up and had a 
talk with them and they were all per
fectly willing that they should set 
this piece of ocean-it is not a piece 
of land, it is a piece of ocean-that 
they should set over to the town of 
Old Orchard so that they might 
police what there is over the ocean. 
I hope the gentleman's motion will 
not prevail. 

Mr. DEERING: Mr. Speaker, the 
only opposition that I have to this 
matter is this: I do not feel that I can 
enter into the agreement changing 
the boundary line. The city govern
ment of the city of Saco feels that it 
has not the authority to enter into 
such an agreement without first al
lowing the voters of the city of Saco 
the privilege of understanding the 
situation. Personally I have no ob
j,"ction if this thing can be done, and 
it seems to me that an agreement 
could be reached between the city of 
Saco and the town of Old Orchard; 
but I feel that the people of the city 
of Saco, who are the real owners, 
should have the privilege of under
standing the matter. Then I would 
have no further objection when that 
one thing is removed; but it cannot 
be removed by the passage of this 
act at the present time. 

Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to ask a ques
tion of the gentleman from Saco (Mr. 
Deering) or the gentleman from Old 
Orchard (Mr. Milliken). 

The SPEAKER: Tbe gentlemen 
may answer if they desire. 

Mr. ROUNDS: Who is it that asks 
permission of the United States Gov
ernment to build this pier? Is it the 
selectm('n of Old Orchard, or the city 
of Saco? 

Mr. DgERING: Mr. Speaker, as I 
understand it, it was the selectmen 
of the town of Old Orchard. There is 
a fight on now over the construction 
of an addition to the pier. 

Mr. ROUNDS: I would like to ask 
one more question. Why did not the 
city of Saco at that time, if Old Or
chard asked for it, why didn't they 
purchase at that time? 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
may answer if he wishes. 

Mr. DEERING: I know nothing 

about the situation only as it appears 
here this morning. 

The SPEAKER: The question be
fore the House is upon the motion of 
the gentleman from Saco, Mr. Deer
ing, that this bill be referred to the 
next Legislature. 

Mr. MILLIKEN: Mr. Speaker, 
a sk for a division. 

The SPEAKER: A division is re
quested. As many as are in favor of 
the motion that the bill be referred 
to the next Legislature will rise and 
stand until counted and the monitors 
will return the count. 

A division being had, 
~inety-nine voting in the affirma

tive and 55 in the negative, the mo
tion failed of passage. 

On motion by Mr. Milliken of Old 
Orchard, the report of the committee 
ought to pass was accepted; and :m 
further motion by the same gentle
man the rules were suspended and 
the bill given its several readings 
and passed to be engrossed. 

Mr. AyeI' from the committee on 
,\Vays and Bridges on resolve in 
favor of Old Toll Bridge in the town 
of Bethel, Oxford county, H. P. 196, 
reporting same in a new draft, H. P. 
1322, under same title and that it 
ought to pass. 

~lr. ,\VING of Auburn: Mr. Speak
er, I do not see as there is anything 
in the resolve ordering it paid by the 
the town of Bethel. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
state that unless the words "to aid 
the town of Bethel" can be con
strued to mean to pay to the town 
of Bethel, there does not appear to 
be anything. 

Mr. vVING: Mr. Speaker, I have no 
interest in the matter except to have 
it right. 

Mr. :MERRILL of Dover-Foxcroft: 
Mr. Speaker, I think, answering the 
gentleman, that that resolve was 
drawn just as all resolves are for 
bridges coming under the regular 
bridge act. 

On motion by Mr. Brown of Beth
el, the rules .were suspended and. the 
resolve had 1ts two several readmgs 
and was passed to be engrossed. 

Mr. Kitchen from same Commit
tee on Resolve in favor of bridge in 
the town of Clinton (H. P. 413) re
ported same in a new draft (H. P. 
1320) under same title and that it 
"Ought to pass." 

(On motion by Mr. Cain of Clin
ton the rules were suspended, the 
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resolve had its two several readings 
and was passed to be engrossed.) 

Mr. Merrill from same Committee 
on Resolve in favor of Depot Bridge 
between the towns of Baldwin, Cum
berland County and Cornish, York 
County (R. P. 686) reported same in 
a new draft (R. P. 1321) under same 
title and that it "Ought to pass." 

(On motion by Mr. Lowell of Lin
coln, the rules were suspended. the 
resolve had its two several readings 
and was passed to be engrossed.) 

Mr. Pike from same Committee on 
Resolve in favor of Piscataquis River 
Bridge in the town of Howland, 
Penobscot County (R. P. No. 769) re
ported same in a new draft (H. P. No. 
1323) under same title and that it 
"Ought to pass." 

(On motion by Mr. Deakin of How
land, thE' rules were suspended, the re
solve had its two several readings and 
was pa.'sed to be engrossed.) 

Mr. Metcalf from same Committee 
on Resolve in favor of Sebec Village 
Bridge-Sebec, Piscataquis Co. (E. P. 
No. 1R6) reported same in a new draft 
(E. P. No. 1325) under same title and 
that it "Ought to pass." 

(The rules were suspended, the re
solve had ;ts two readings and was 
passed to be engrossed.) 

Mr. Marden from same Committee 
on Resolve in fave.r of Hiram Bridge 
in the town of Hiram, Oxford County 
(H. P. No. 206) reported same in a 
)H,W draft (H. P. No. 1326) under same 
title and th8t it "Ought 10 pass." 

(On motion by Mr. Pendexter of 
Jliraln, the rules vvere suspended, the 
resol ve had its two several readings 
and was passed to be engrossed.) 

Mr. Kitchen from same Committee 
on Rer;olve in favor of Molunkus 
Brielge in Macwahoc Plantation, Aroos
took County (H. P. No. 635) reported 
same in a new draft (E. P. No. 1324) 
under same title and that it "Oul"ht to 
pasR," 

(The rules were suspended, the re
solve had its two several readings 
and was passed to be engrossed.) 

Same gentleman from same Com
mittee on Hesolve in favor of Upper 
Bridge in the town of Frankfort, 
Waldn Cnunty (H. P. No. 759) reporteu 
same in a new draft (R. P. No. 1327) 
under same title and that it "Ought to 
pass." 

(The rules were suspended, t.he re
solve had its twe several reaelings and 
was passed to be engrossed) 

Passed to be Enacted 
An act relating to compensation of 

judge of probate of Cumberland coun
t.y. 

An act relating to compensation for 
injuries received by State employes. 

An act for the protection of black 
bass in the in~nd waters of the State. 

An act granting the right of eminent 
domain to electric power companies 
doin c; a public utility business. 

An act relating to the grading of 
apples. 

Finally Passed 
Resolve on the pay roll of the Sen

ate of the 83rd Legislature. 
Resolve for screening certain lakes 

and ponels in the State. 
Resolve in favor of the commission

ers of pharmacy of the State of Maine. 
Resolve to celebrate the 200th anni

versary of the Battle of Lovewells 
Pond. 

Resolve in favor of General Mark 
L. Hersey. 

Resolvc in favor of Simon Soc tomah, 
representative of the Passamaquoeldy 
Indians to the 83rd Legislature. 

Resoh'e in favor of Laurence Mitch
ell, representative of the Penobscot In
(]jans to the 83rd Legislature. 

Resolve in favor of the chaplains of 
the HoUse of the 83rd Legislature. 

Resolve in favor of the State park 
conl111is8ion. 

Resolve in favor of the town of Cari
bou, for reimb.ursement of 1110nies ex
p0ndeel in defending five actions at law. 

Re~olye in favor of the town of Kew 
"Vineyard, for reimbursement for dam
age done by bears in ldlling- sheep. 

Resolve to reimburse the town of 
,Vebster for support of Paul Pomeroy 
and wife. State paupers. 

Resolve in favor of the town of Hi
ram for refund of taxes erroneously 
paid. 

Resolve in favor of the town of 
Robbinston, for reimbursement for 
money expended on road. 

Resolve in favor of the town of 
Kennebunkport, for reimbursement 
for services and money expended in 
caring for James Ford. 

Resolve in favor of B. E. Lurchin, 
compensating him for storage of 
dynamite and exploders in his 
building. 

Resolve in favor of the town of 
Leeds, for reimbursement for money 
expended in rebuilding a bridge. 

Resolve in favor of George Grant 
of Bangor, compensating him for 
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personal injurics received in a colli-, 
sion with a moose. 

Resolve to appropriate funds for 
the construction of and preparatiol~, 
for the use as an air port a portion 
of Muster Field, Camp Keyes, Au
gusta, Kennebec County, Maine. 

Resolve to provide for the payment 
of interest on Kennebec Bridge 
bonds during the period of construc
tion of said bridge and until to\1s 
and rentals of said bridge shall be
come available therefor. 

Resolve in favor of a fish screen at 
the ou~let of ;\Iessalonskee Lake, in 
the town of Oakland, county of Ken
nebec. 

Passed to be Enacted 
An Act relating to ad\-ertising 

signs upon public highways. 
An act relating to primary elec

tions, S. P. 626, S. D. 371. 
Mr. CHUl{CH of Hallowell: 

move that this act be tabled. 
A viva voce vote being doubted, 
A division was had 
Thil'ty-five voting in the affirma

tive and 21 in the negative the mo
tion prevailed. 

Mr. vVI~G of Auburn: \11'. Speak
cr, I rise to the point of a quorum. 

The SPEAKER: The Chait· \I'iIl 

count. 
Mr. "-ING: Mr. Speaker, I move 

that the door be closed, locl,ed and 
nobody admitted. 

The SPEAKER: Thc Chair does 
not feel that that motion is in order 
tt' I'ule out members from attendance 
at their duties. There are 101 mem
bers present, which is a quorum. 

Mr. 'VING: Mr. Speaker, I no\\' 
understand the Chair to rule that a 
quorum is pl'esent in the cham her, 

The SPEAKER: The Chair so 
rules. 

Mr, CHURCH: Mr. Speaker, if in 
order, I would like to take the matter 
from tIle table and offel' an amend
ment. 

On motion by Mr. Church of Hal
lowell the House voted to I'econsider 
its action wherehy this bill was pass
ed to he engrossed, and that gentle
man offered Hous" Amendment A 
and moved its adoption. 

House Amendment A to Senate 
Paper 626, S. D. 371, entitled an act 
rclating to primary elections. 

Amend by inserting in Section two 
after the word "municipal" the 
words "or general." Also by insert
ing in section three after the words 

"copies of all" the words "voting 
and." 

lUI'. CHURCH: Mr. Speakel', this 
amendment provides tor either muni
cipal or general election governing 
the use of the registration list in the 
making up of the enrollment list. 
There are some places where the 
municipal election only occurs bien
allv and this allows the casc of the 
latest rcgistration list in those cases. 

The second part of thA amendment 
would requil'e that both the voting 
list and the enrollment list shall be 
sent to the ward officers for use in 
the primary election. As at present 
provided in the law the "nrollment 
lists onlY are required to be sent, 
and this fact ha,; been taken advan
tage of in many cases so that only 
one list was there for use and the 
ward officers have been unable to 
tell whether people applying f'.'r new 
enrollment were pronerly reglst('red 
as voters. 

Thereupon House Amendment A 
\vas adopted and the hill as amended 
hv House Amendment A was passed 
t~ he engrossed. 

An Act to amend Section 5 of Chap
leI' 95 of the Revis('d Statutes of 1916, 
in relation to mortgages of r('al es
late, 

An Act relating to the compensa
tion of the Judge of Probate of Saga
dahoc ('ounty, 

An Act conferring authority upon 
l1lunicip" I officPl's to enforce the lrrws 
::md tIl(' l'ult'S and r('g'ulations relating 
to trucks upon the higlnvay. 

An Act rl'iating' to licensing opera
tors of 1110t01' vehicles. tractors or 
trailers. 

An Act relating to compensation 
of members of the Legislature. 

An Act relating to the Mill Tax 
High'iYDS Fund. 

An Act to regulate the trapping of 
fur- hearing anin1als. 

An Act -relative to the 'Yar Bond 
Sinking Fund. 

An Act relating to front lights on 
motor \-ehides and tractors. 

Fi nally Passed 
Resolve in favor of the Bangor 

State Hospital. (S. P. Ko. 10) (S, D. 
~o, 152) 

Resolve in favor of the Augusta 
State Hospital. 

Resolve in favor of the Central 
Maine Sanatorium for the construc
tion and equipment of a Nurses' 
Home. 



1190 LEGISLATIVE RECORD -HOUSE, APRIL 13 

Resolve in favor of a feeding sta
tion for fish at the outlet of Sebago 
Lake, in the county of Cumberland. 

Resolve to provide for a revision of 
the Statutes. 

(Emergency Measure) 
An act to apply surplus funds to

wards State construction. 
The SPEAKER: This being an 

emergency measure and requiring a 
two-thirds vote of the entire mem
bership on its passage to be enacted. 
All those who are in favor of the 
passage of the bill will rise and stand 
in their places until counted, and the 
monitors will return the count. 

A division being had, 
One hundred and three voted and 

all in the affirmative so the bill was 
passed to be enacted. 

Paper out of order from the .Sen
ate. 

Report of the committee on Judi
ciary to which was referred the pe
titions proposing to the Legislature 
for its consideration under the pro
visions of Article XXXI of the Con
stitution of Maine the following bill: 

An act to repeal Sections one to 
thirty-six of chapter six of the RC'
vised Statutes relative to Primary 
Elections, 

Ask leave to report as follows: 
The petitions appear to be proper

ly verified. They were filed in the 
office of the Secretary of the State 
purporting to contain signature as 
follows: 

February 
February 
February 

25th, 1927 ..... . 
26th .......... . 
28th .......... . 

:March 1 ................ . 
March 2 ............... . 
March 3 ................ . 

13,455 
197 
434 
239 
184 

67 

;\Iaking a total of ........ 14,576 

A petition was filed March 11, 
1927 containing 71 names, and a pe
tition was filed March 15, 1927, con
taining 38 names, which should be 
added to the above figures in case 
the close of the session of the Leg
islature occurs at least thirty days 
after said respective dates. 

The Constitution of Maine pro
vides as follows: 

"The governor may, and if so re
quested in the written petitions ad
dressed to the Legislature, shall, by 
proclamation, order any measure 
proposed to the legislature by at 
least twelve thousand electors as 
herein provided, and not enacted by 

the legislature without change, re
ferred to the people at a special 
election to be held not less than four 
or more than six months after such 
proclamation." 

The petitions contain as the fol
lowing language: 

"The Governor is hereby request
ed to issue his proclamation, re
ferring the within act to the people, 
at a speCial election to be held not 
less than four or more than six 
months after such proclamation." 

We find at least 12,000 signatures 
which complies with the Constitu
tion. 

The Committee recommends that 
no action be taken by the Legisla
ture with reference to passing the 
accompanying bill and that no com
peting measure be submitted; that 
the initiative bill be submitted to 
the election of this state in accord
ance with the Constitution; that a 
certified copy of this report be trans
mitted to the Governor. 

This report comes from the Sen
ate read and accepted, 

In the House, read and accepted 
in concurrence. 

Report of committee out of order. 
1\1r. Greenleaf of Auburn from 

the House committee on county es
timates asks leave to submit its final 
report. 

Report read and accepted. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays 
before the House the first unas
signed matter being majority re
port of the committee on Banks and 
Banking reporting ought not to pass 
on bill an act relating to the Bar 
Harbor Banking and Trust Com
pany, H. P. 693, H. D. 616, and mi
nority report of same committee, 
reporting ought to pass on same 
bill, tabled by Mr. Blaisdell on April 
12 pending acceptance of either re
port; and the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Franklin, Mr. Blais
dell. 

Mr. BLAISDELL: Mr. Speaker, I 
yield the floor to the gentleman 
from Ellsworth, Mr. Foster. 

Mr. FOSTER: Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to ask that this bill be 
retabled and specially assigned for 
tomorrow morning, and I will state 
my reason therefor. One of the 
gentlemen who is particularly in
terested in this bill and one of the 
proponents has been detained at 
home on account of death in his 
family. I am informed that he is 
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on hi~ way and will be here late this 
afternoon. If it might lie on the 
table until tomorrow morning, I 
think it would be courteous to him. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
matter was retabled and specially 
assigned for tomorrow morning. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays 
before the House the second unas
signed matter, final report of the 
committee on Public Utilities. ta
bled by Mr. Comins of Eddington. 
April 12. 'Pending acceptance of the 
report in concurrence; and the 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Eddington, Mr. Comins. 

On motion by Mr. Comins the re
port was accepted in concurrence. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays 
before the House the third unas
signed matter, the final report of 
the committee on Interior 'Vaters. 
tabled by Mr. Piper of Jackman. 
April 12, pending acceptance of the 
report in concurrence; and the 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Jackman, Mr. Piper. 

On motion by Mr. Piper the re
port was accepted in concurrence. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays 
before the House the fourth unas
signed matter, bill an act to raise 
an excise tax on corporations or
ganized for making, generating. 
selling, distributing and supplying 
electricity or electric current for 
power, lighting, heating, manufac
turing or mechanical purposes, H. 
P. 919, H. D. 246, on Which the 
House substituted the bill for the 
report and passed it to be engrossed, 
tabled by Mr. Chase of Cape Eliza
beth, April 12, pending reconsidera
tion; and the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Cape Elizabeth, Mr. 
Chase. 

Mr. CHASE: Mr. Speaker, as I 
tabled the bill out of courtesy to the 
gentleman from Auburn. (Mr. 
Wing) and as he is now present, I 
will yield to that gentleman. 

Mr. WING: Mr. Speaker, permit 
me to acknowledge the courtesy of 
the gentleman from Cape Elizabeth 
(Mr. Chase). When I left the 
Chamber yesterday afternoon there 
were but two matters apparently on 
the calendar and we were consider
ing porcupines, and I am sorry I 
was not here to accommodate my 
good friend from Ellsworth (Mr. 
Foster) (Laughter) 

I am aware that the House and 

Senate are deadlocked over this 
measure, and I am also aware and 
appreciative that we want to finish 
our business and go home. I also 
observe that the' plan is to tax the 
ultimate consumer by the gasoline 
rate and the mill tax, and that prop
erty rising seventy-two million dol
lars is not to be taxed by way of 
excise; and I will meet the situa
tion by moving that the House re
cede and concur with the Senate. 
(Applause) 

Thereupon the House voted to re
cede and concur with the Senate in 
accepting the report of the commit
tee ought not to pass. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays 
before the House the fifth unas
signed matter, final report of the 
committee on Agriculture, tabled by 
Mr. Crawford of Houlton, April 12. 
pending acceptance of the report in 
concurrence; and the Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from Houlton, 
Mr. Crawford. 

On motion by Mr. Crawford, the 
report was retabled. 

Mr. CHASE of Cape Elizabeth: 
Mr. Speaker. I ask leave to present 
an order out of order. I am pre
senting this order simply for the 
purpose of making a suggestion in 
regard to the procedure of the Leg
islature. I will ask that the order 
be not read until I have made my 
remarks thereon. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
may proceed. 

Mr. WING of Auburn: Mr. 
Speaker, will the gentleman permit 
me to interrupt him so that we may 
know what we are talking about and 
have the order read? 

Mr. CHASE: Mr. Speaker. I am 
willing the order should be read 
now. 

Ordered, the Senate concurring, 
that joint rules of the Eighty-thira 
Legislature be amended. effective 
May 1, 1927, as follows: 

Amend Rule No. 1 in the list or 
joint standing committees by chang
ing the name of the committee on 
Judiciary to the committee on State 
Policy. 

Mr. CHASE: Mr. Speaker. in the 
last days of what seems to be one 
of the longest legislative sessions on 
record and having a few moments 
when there is no pressing business 
before the House, I ask leave to 
present a suggestion which may pos
sibly help future Legislatures to do 
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better work in a shorter time. It 
is nothing on which my heart is 
set. I simply present it as a sug
gestion and have no desire to dic
tate as to matters' of routine or to 
change past methods. 

I have introduced this order 
which does not in itself suggest 
what I have in mind. In the Legis
lature we have had, and in past 
Legislatures there have been, two 
legal committees which in most 
cases have been composed entirely 
of lawyers; and to those committees 
have been referred in practice al
most all bills, no matter what they 
related to, which contained any 
question of law. There are a great 
many committees of the Legislature 
which are deprived of the valuable 
services of lawyers because there 
are no lawyers to go around after 
the two legal committees have 
been made up; such as Appropria
tions, Banks and Banking, Interior 
'Vaters, Mercantile Affairs and In
surance, Public Utilities, Salaries 
and Fees, Sea and Shore Fisheries, 
State Lands, Taxation, etc. I know, 
in the committee on Public Utili
ties, this winter we have been great
ly handicapped by not having any 
lawyer on the committee, and in 
talking with other members I have 
noted that other committees have 
felt some distress through not hav
ing legal members. The reason that 
they did not have legal members is 
that the lawyers in the Legislature 
are on those other two committees, 
and it seemed to me-and I think 
perhaps I voice the opinion of oth
ers-that it might be well to consid
er whether we do need solid legal 
committees. I think everybody will 
admit that there should be one com
mittee composed entirely of lawyers 
to consider matters relating entire
ly to law, and that would naturally 
be the committee on Legal Affairs. 

The committee on Judiciary has 
been for years the outstanding com
mittee of the Legislature, and to it 
have been referred matters relat
ing to State policy and other mat
ters relating to law. For instance, 
the committees on Interior Waters 
or Taxation or Public Utilities or 
any of those committees would be 
perfectly capable of dealing with 
any matters relating to their partic
ular province if the question in
volved were not an important ques
tion. . For instance, the committee 
on Legal Affairs has had referred 
to it various simple matters affect-

ing the charters of public utility 
companies, in which the question 
was nine-tenths matter of fact and 
one-tenth matter of law. Any com
mittee of laymen familiar with pub
lic utility matters-I am simply tak
ing my own committee because I 
can speak from experience there
with the aid of two good lawyers, 
could have handled those matters. 
The committee on public utilities 
this winter has only been meeting 
one day a week. We could have 
handled three times the. business. 
The Legislature has remained in 
session partly because these two 
legal committees have had heaped 
on them a tremendous amount of 
work. They have been holding 3es
sions two or three days in the week 
right along. We have been waiting 
for them, and many of these mat
ters that they have been considering 
are not of so great importance that 
they could not have been referred 
to almost any committee of the Leg
islature if there had been one or two 
lawyers upon that committee. 

We all recognize the prerogative of 
the Speaker to nominate whomever 
he pleases on the committees, and 
we know that the rules do not re
quire that both those committees be 
composed of lawyers; but that has 
been the precedent in past years. 
And it may be that I am wrong, but 
the thought occurs to me that we 
may want to consider taking some 
work that these committees are now 
doing and putting it on these other 
committees to do, at the same time 
splitting up those other committees 
by introducing into their membership 
one or more lawyers. That would 
expedite the work of the Legislature 
and all the committees would get 
through sooner; and everyone who 
comes here would have an opportun
ity to become informed on the more 
important matters which are before 
the Legislature. 

As I say, that order does not exact
ly explain my purpose. But it 
seemed to me this: The committee 
on Judiciary-we all recognize its 
standing, and I would not think for 
a moment of eliminating or cutting 
out the committee on JudiCiary or 
the committee on Legal AffairS-but 
it seemed to me that if we could 
change the name of the committee 
on Judiciary so that the name would 
no longer be a strictly legal one, that 
might open the door during the next 
few years for introducing gradually 
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into that committee representatives 
of different fields of endeavor and 
specialists in different Jines in the 
State. It would be, as I think, as 
the committee on Judiciary has al
ways been, a very select committee, 
and would be composed of what the 
Speaker of the House or the Presi
dent of the Senate thought were the 
best men in their respective profes
sions' for instance, in the field of 
agl'ic~lture, industry, public utilities, 
transportation, or any of those 
things. If this order should pass, 
everybody who is on the Judiciary 
Committee now would, after :May 1st, 
next, after this Legislature has ad
journed, as I understand it, be a 
member of the committee on state 
Policy, which is certainly as good 
and as honorable a name for a com
mittee as "the committee on Judi
ciary." I do not seek to undermine 
in any way the precedent of senior
ity on that committee. I would not 
be in favor of anything that would 
abridge the rights of seniority which 
have been recognized; but of course 
there would be some vacancies. 

This proposition of changing the 
name to the Committee on State 
Policy would gradually open the 
door so that over a period of 
years some changes might be effect
ed in that committee and eventually 
it might become what the name im
plies, a Committee of State Pollcy 
composed of the men in the Legisla
ture who, as a group, would be 
familiar with the most important 
matters which could come up which 
would involve the policy of the State. 

Doubtless this suggestion comes as 
a surprise to many of you, and it is 
purely a suggestion presented in this 
manner SO that it can be brought 
before the House; and if yOU do not 
wish to conSider it at this time, I 
would be ready to support a motion 
to continue it until you do attempt 
to have it; for, as I say, I introduced 
the order simply to have an oppor
tunity to make that suggestion, be
cause I believe it will help the Legis
lature to do better work and to do it 
more quickly. 

Mr. INGRAHAM of Bangor: Mr. 
Speaker, strange as it may seem to 
some members here, I am heartily in 
accord with the order of Mr. Chase 
of Cape Elizabeth. I think it would 
be a good thing, and it would split 
up the work here, which has been 
greatly hampered by too much work 
in one or two committees. 

Mr. HALE of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, when I first heard the order 
of the gentleman from Cape Eliza
beth, Mr. Chase, read, I thought it 
might have been offered in a some
what jocose spirit and I thought the 
gentleman might be inSinuating that 
the members of the Judiciary Com
mittee set themselves too high in 
this Legislature. I hope that it is 
not true. If important matters had 
been referred to the Judiciary Com
mittee, as from time to time they 
have, the people shOUld be blamed, if 
they are to be blamed, and not the 
members of the committee on Judi
ciary, but the members of the com
mittee on Heference of Bills. I have 
been a member of the Judiciary 
Committee for two years. I have not 
tl"ied directly or indirectly to drag 
off important stuff to be heard be
fore our committee. At the begin
ning of this session, when the ques
tion of reference of all these power 
measures was being considered by 
the House, I did not advocate those 
measures being referred to the Judi
ciary Committee solely. I did not 
oppose their being referred to other 
committees, and I think that the 
,Judiciary Committee, like other com
mittees of the House in the past, and 
so far as I know in the present ses
:sion, has had only the thought of 
assisting and forwarding the busi
ness of the House in as capable a 
manner as possible. 

The adjournment of the Legisla
ture has not been delayed-I want to 
say emphatically-by the present 
eommittee on Judiciary. The com
mittee on Judiciary could have ren
dered its final report many days ago 
jf there had not been referred to it, 
within a few days, bills relating to 
the Highway Commission which, in 
the nature of things, we have not 
been able to report up to now. But 
t he adjournment of the Legisl;1ture 
and the business of the Legislature 
have not, in any way, been hampered 
by this committee; nor SO far as 
I know has it been hampered 
by the committee on Legal Affairs. 
I am not at all intolerant of criti
cisms and the comments made by 
my friend, the gentleman from Cape 
Elizabeth. I think there is a good 
deal to be said for strewing mem
bers of the legal profession around 
among the several committees; al
though it does seem to me important 
to have at least one, and I think two, 
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committees composed exclusively of 
lawyers. We have had in the pres
ent House fewer lawyers than usual; 
and I hope that no member feels that 
I am seeking to exalt the legal pro
fession because I do not think that 
the legal profession has any mort
gage on prominent positions, al
though I do think they have a cer
tain fitness to act in some legislative 
positions. 

The appointment of the commit
tees of the House must, unless we 
have a drastic revision of the rules, 
lie with the Speaker of the House; 
and as far as that goes I do not un
derstand that my friend from Cape 
Elizabeth (Mr. Chase) wishes to 
make any modification of that. The 
specific order which he introduces 
changing the name of the Judiciary 
Committee to the Committee on 
State Policy I would think it decid
edly unwise to adopt; I do not know 
why any committee of' this Legisla
ture should enjoy any such preten
tious title as that. Certainly any 
member of the Judiciary Committee, 
as at present constituted, would not 
like to set himself up as being one 
of ten mandarins to dictate or pre
scribe state policy. I think that is 
as far, possibly, from the ideas and 
the thought of the members of that 
committee that I have served with 
as can be. While, as I say, I am not 
intolerant of the criticisms the gen
tleman offers or of any fairly meant 
criticism, I do hope that th0 order 
will not have passage. 

Mr. WING of Auburn: Mr. Speak
er, I, too, do not wish to be consid
ered as speaking in praise of the 
profession to which I belong. I be
lieve that all that lawyers have to 
offer is a capacity and willingness 
to serve. I think that the order is 
perhaps premature, and I hope the 
gentleman from Cape Elizabeth (Mr. 
Chase) may live and be permitted to 
introduce it in the opening days of 
the Legislature of 1929. I think that 
is the proper time and place to do it, 
and my reason for saying that is 
this: that this particular legislature 
has no right, capacity or authority 
to bind by rules the coming legisla
ture. The Constitution says: "Each 
house may determine the rules of its 
proceedings, punish its members for 
disorderly behavior, and, with the 
concurrence of two-thirds, expel a 
member, but not a second time for 
the same cause." 

Now it happens that in the open
ing days of the Legislature about the 
first thing that is done is for some
one, who is a part of the plan of or
ganization, to move that the rules of 
the preceding legislature be the rules 
of the present legislature. I think 
that is the time for the gentleman to 
make his motion and conduct his ar
gument, because whatever we do 
here will not of necessity or of right 
bind those who are to come after us. 
I sincerely hope that the gentleman 
from Cape Elizabeth will come again 
and serve with the same distinction 
that he has served this time; and if 
at that time it seems wise to those 
in charge of the organization of the 
House-the Legislature-to change 
these rules, that is all right; but it 
is not for us to say what they shall 
do. I hope that this change in the 
name of this committee to which are 
now already referred matters which 
which will disturb its deliberations 
and make difficult its report, and 
which will put perhaps a misunder
standing upon them and embarrass 
them,-that this order will not have 
passage, and that we may leave it 
for those who come after us to estab
lish their own rules, their own com
mittees, and they can then determine 
who shall be upon the committees. 
I hope the order will not have pas
sage, although I recognize that an 
effort to reform procedure is a good 
thing; but I think it is not for us 
to try to reform the gentlemen who 
may come hereafter. 

Mr. CHASE: Mr. Speaker, I am 
not at all sure that I shall be here 
two years from now to introduce this 
order; and if the next legislature is 
to profit from the experience of this 
Legislature, certainly the 150 who 
are here now should advise them 
rather than perhaps forty or fifty 
who may be here next time. 

It is practically routine procedure 
to take the rules of the preceding 
legislature and it is also I think Quite 
proper, after the legislature is elect
ed for the men who may be the lead
ers in the House to agree in consid
ering what are to be the committees 
and who may possibly be good ma
terial for those committees. I think 
it would be much better if we are 
going to do anything about it to do 
it now. I think the gentleman from 
Portland, Mr. Hale, knows very well 
that I did not intend in any way to 
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criticise any member of any commit
tee, or of this House. I have not the 
slightest fault to find with the work 
that the committee on JudiciarY, or 
any committee, has done. I am 
simply trying to take away some of 
the work from that committee which 
they need not do because it is not 
important enough for them to do, 
and to give it a lot of committees 
which will be perfectly capable of 
handling it with one or two lawyers 
thereon. 

It must be very apparent to you 
that at the first part of this Legisla
ture the whole program was delayed 
very much by a fight to see who was 
to have the water power measures 
and to what committee it was proper 
for that legislation to go to. I be
lieve that if there had been a com
mittee such as I propose, there would 
have been no need of referring these 
measures to joint committees of 
Public Utilities, Interior 'Waters and 
Judiciary. The bills would have 
gone to such a committee without 
question. There have been other 
joint references, and when you get a 
joint reference it is because the mat
ter involved is so great that it breaks 
outside of one particular field; and 
I just want to ask you to think now 
how much the legislation of this ses
sion would have been simplified had 
there been a committee on State 
Policy to which these water power 
measures could have been referred, 
and to consider how in the future 
measures of similar import can be 
handled. I think there should be one 
committee of this nature to which 
such measures could be' referred. 

The SPEAKER: The question be
fore the House is upon the order 
presented by the gentleman from 
Cape Elizabeth, Mr. Chase. Did the 
gentleman make any motion? 

Mr. CHASE: Mr. Speaker, I move 
the passage of the order. 

Mr. McCART of Eastport: Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to a point or order. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
may state his point. 

Mr. McCART: Mr. Speaker, House 
Rule 59 says: "No rule or order of 
the House shall be altered or re
pealed, nor shall any new btanding 
rule or order be adopted, unless one 
-day's previous notice thereof be 
given in each case; and such notice 
shall be entered on the Journal." I 
would like to inquire if the gentle
man's motion is in order today. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
state that this does not appear as 
an amendment to the rules or order 
of the House. The gentleman is 
quoting from rule 59 of the House 
rules, and the order which is pre
sented refers to the Joint Rules and 
is separate from the House rules. 
As many as are in favor of the mo
tion of the gentleman from Cape 
Elizabeth (Mr. Chase) that this or
der receive passage will say aye; 
those opposed no. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
order failed of passage. 

On motion by Mr. Hale of Portland, 
Recessed until 4: 30 this afternon. 

After Recess--4:30 
The Speaker in the Chair. 
The following papers from 

Senate were taken up out of 
under sUspension of the rules. 

the 
order 

Papers from the Senate disposed 
of in concurrence. 

From the Senate: Majority report 
of the Committees on Public Utili
ties, Interior Waters and Judiciary 
reporting "Ought not to pass" on bill 
an act to incorporate Fish River 
Power and Storage Company. (S. P. 
No. 2'93) (s. D. No. 121). 

Report was signed by the follow
ing members: 

Messrs. GRANVILLE of York 
DUNBAR of Hancock 
LORD of York 
OAKES of Cumberland 
MAHER of Kennebec 

-of the Senate. 
DUDLEY of Calais 
TUCKER of Sanford 
WING of Kingfield 
POWERS of Caribou 
BRIGGS of Monticello 
THURSTON of ApPleton 
MILLIKEN of Old Or-

chard 
HUGHES of Mapleton 
HALE of Portland 
WING of Auburn 
COMINS of Eddington 
DOUGLAS of Chelsea 
ALDRICH of Topsham 
RICHARDSON of Mon-

mouth 
-of the House. 

Minority report of same Commit
tees on same bilI reporting that same 
be referred to the next Legislature. 
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Report was signed by the follow
ing luembers: 

Messrs. DOUGLAS of Hancock 
CRAFTS of Piscataquis 

DRAKE of Sagadahoc 
-of the Senate. 

PIPER of Jackman 
GREENLEAF of Auburn 
BISHOP of Boothbay 

Harbor 
CHASE of Cape Elizabeth 
l' A TTERSON of Castine 
PAGE of Skowhegan 
BAR TLETT of Bangor 

-of the House. 
Comes from the Senate the major

ity report accepted. 
In the House, on motion. by Mr. 

Seavey of Sherman, the maJonty re
port, ought not to pass, was accept
ed in concurrence. 

From the Senate: Majority ~eport 
of the committee on Legal Affairs on 
bill an act relating to the P?l1C~. com
mission of Lewiston reqUlnn", the 
commissioners to be appOinted by the 
mayor and providing a referendum 
to the' people of Lewiston, S. P. 299, 
S. D. 99, reporting same m a ~ew 
draft, S. P. 545, S. D. 299, under title 
of an act relating to the P?l:ce com
mission of Lewiston requlnng the 
commissioners to be appomted by 
the mayor and providing a referen
dum to the electors of LeWiston, and 
that it ought to pass. 

Report was signed by the follow-
ing members: 

Messrs. HOLMES of Androscoggin 
-of the Senate. 

BLAISDELL of Franklin 
GOODWIN of Sanford 
McCART of Eastport 
SARGENT of Brewer 
LITTLEFIELD of Kenne-

bunk 
-of the House. 

Minority report of same commit
tee, reporting ought not to pass on 
the same bill. 

Report was signed by the follow-
ing members: . 

Messrs. MORRISON of Franklm 
DWINAL of Knox 

-of the Senate. 
FULLER of southwest 

Harbor 
Miss LAUGHLIN of Port

land 
-of the 

Comes from the Senate tho 
ity report accepted. 

In the House: 

House. 
minor-

Mr. ROY of Lewiston: Mr. Speak
er, I move that the maiority report 
ought to pass be accepted, and I 
would like to say a few words on the 
subject. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
may proceed. 

Mr. ROY: Mr. Speaker, there's a 
city, not far distant, with a thorn in 
its side stuck there by job seeking 
politicians, skilled in the art of mak
ing trifling evils look like mountains 
of wrong. Several attempts have 
been made to remove this painful, 
irritating object but, I am sorry to 
say, it is still there. 

To attain their aim, these men did 
not hestitate to besmirch the fair 
name of their city. Now a shadow 
of doubt hangs over the reputation 
of its citizens and, in the mind of 
many, she is the "Gommorah" of 
modern times. 

Lewiston-that is the name of the 
city-has a large number of Demo
crats and a few vanishing Republi
cans and, in the legislature, as you 
all know, there is a large number of 
Hepublicans and a few vanishing 
Democrats. A favorable situation to 
the success of political schemers. 

Among the vanishing republicans 
of Lewiston, are politicians who, not 
seeing any chance of sharing the 
"plums" that naturally fall to the lot 
oi the dominating party, conceived a 
scheme by which they would, if suc
cessful, wrench the city government 
from their rivals. 

In 1917 these schemers succeeded. 
by an act of the legislature, in put
ting our pol·ice department in the 
hands of the Governor. This act 
was the forerunner of other legisla
tion which WOUld, in a cowardly 
manner, take all rights of the major
ity party away, and open the door 
to all city jobs. This, undoubtedly. 
was the real object of their scheme. 

In 1919 they attempted to do the 
same thing with our fire and street 
departments that they did with our 
police force; but an amendment to 
their bill left this partly in the hands 
of the mayor. Four jobs were creat
ed by this act. One of $1200 and 
three of $1000 each. 

In 1925 a bill was introduced and, 
had it passed, would have put our 
entire city government under guard
ianship. Three commissioners 
named by the Governor, were to have 
full control of the city administra-
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tion, with a salary of $15,000. As in 
the other cases, the State was to fix 
the price and we were to foot the 
bill. So unreasonable was this 
measure that the chairman of the 
committee before which it was 
heard, called it the most drastic 
piece of legislation ever brought to 
the attention of a committee; that it 
had no precedent in the annals of the 
State of Maine. Since this proposed 
commission was to have full control 
of the city administration, it is evi
dent that these politicians would 
have reached their goal-the city 
jobs. 

It may be interesting to note some 
of the changes that occurred since 
the present police force has been in 
power. For instance, there were 
rumsellers in Lewiston in the old 
days. None are to be found there 
now. In this era of "monkey busi
ness" rumsellers have evolved into 
bootleggers. 

Then we had good old rum and 
whiskey. Not a drop is to be found 
there today. This has evolved into 
something: that words to describe are 
not to be found in any dictionary. 

With plenty of rum and whiskey 
we naturally had drunkards. Not a 
drunkard is there now. The boot
leggers' stuff has sent them all to the 
graveyard. 

This may have something to do 
with the disappearance of Republi
cans from Lewiston and the vanish
ing of Democrats from the legisla
ture. I cannot affirm this so I shall 
leave the question open to your im
agination. 

The measure before us calls for no 
change whatsoever in the police 
force nor in the commission. The 
only difference with this and the 
other act is that the mayor, instead 
of the Governor, shall see to the 
commission when an appointment 
becomes necessary. This slight 
change would relieve that feeling of 
subordination that touches the dig
nity of our citizens, and dispel the 
humilating sensation so disagreeable 
to proud, peaceful and liberty-lov
ing people. 

Some of you may ask: "If your 
proposition is good, why do priests, 
and ministers, and college profes
sors, in fact your most respectable 
ci tizens, oppose it?" 

To this I will say that these gentle
men seldom, or never, mingle with 
people who meddle in politics. They 

even rarely go to the polls. They 
are among the ones who know the 
least about what is going on in the 
city administration. They undoubt
edly get tlleir information from what 
politicians say in election campaigns, 
and you all know how unreliable the 
statements of job seekers are. 

I have all the respect a man 
should have for clergymen when they 
are III the church or in the pulpit. I 
never qUestion their word in matters 
of faith, but, When they leave the 
sacred domain to enter the realm of 
pOlitics or other public affairs, they 
are no more than you or I; their 
word shOUld have no more weight 
than YOurs or mine. 

"Vows can not change nature." 
Priests and ministers are men like 
yOU and me, subject to the same 
weakness, the same tendency the 
same inclination. ' 

:~t. the hearing on this pOlice com
miSSIOn bill there appeared as op
po~ents a lawyer Who probably was 
paid. to oppose the measure, a priest, 
a mll1l~ter, ~nd a college professor. 
The pnest did not appear in person' 
he sent a remonstrance. The minis~ 
tel' and college professor, apparent
ly, had more courage; they were 
there. 

As I have a!ready stated, these 
~everend gentlemen seldom take part 
~n the activities of their municipal
Ity. Their reason for so doing is, no 
doubt, that there would be no use for 
them to meddle with these matters 
that they could never accomplish 
anything. 

"I can't" is an expression created 
by a coward. "Where there's a will 
there's a way." If these men refuse 
to take active part in their home 
town affairs, then let them keep 
away from the State House; they are 
not desired. Furthermore, some of 
them are enemies of home rule; they 
would overthrow the government of 
the people if they COUld. 

A bunch of remonstrances was ex
llibited at the hearing. To show you 
how unreliable some of them must 
be, I shall take, for example, the 
priest's letter. First, I wiII say that 
this reverend gentleman has been in 
Lewiston less than a year. His name 
does not appear on the voting list 
and I doubt if he is a voter. He 
certainly knows nothing about what 
our city government has been in- the 
past. I can imagine how the poIiti-
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cian, who solicited that lett<:or, made 
things appear so terrible that the 
good old soul listened, with eyes 
bulging with excitement and, in his 
mind could see the devil, trident in 
hand' his wiry tail tipped with a 
spea~head, clicking and clacki~g ~nd 
flipping and flapping and sWItch~ng 
and swirling and twisting and tWIrl
ing, in a policeman's uniform, beat
ing the streets of Lewiston .. (Laugh
ter). It is probable whIle III such a 
state of mind that the good pastor 
wrote the letter. At the hearlllg, tI:te 
leader of the opponents, letter III 
hand, high in the air, with a gesture 
of triumph, said: "Here's a remon
strance from a priest!" We. could 
plainly see from the expresslOn on 
his face that he felt sure he held a 
bomb that would shatter the prop~
pents' cause to smithereens. It IS 
evident that honest, unsuspect~Il:g 
citizens are often misled, by pOhtI
cians, into things they ought not to 

dOThe principle of the method by 
which our police department IS con
trolled is entirely wrong. It c~sts a 
shadOW of doubt on the reputatlOn of 
our citizens. Besides, we ha,:,e to 
pay in the neighburhood of eIghty 
thousand dollars for the upkeep of 
this department. This amo~lllt ha~ 
been fixed by Tom, Dick an.n Ha~? 
from the four corners of Mall~e. e 
have not a word to say un thIS mat
ter but must pay the bill. Is that 
fair? . 
T~ strengthen their argu~ents our 

opponents say that our pol~ce forc~ 
is better, and should remalll under 
the control of the Governor. If that 
is so then put all police forces of 
every municipality under that auth
ority. Pending the d~y that .such 
a measure is enacted, grve LeWI~~on 
the same freedom that other citres 
enjoy. d 

We also hear that our people 0 
not want the considered chan.ge. 
Now, the entire Lewiston delegatlo.n 
is solid for it. Who sent us here, IS 
it the minority? 

To be fair to all we attac~ed a 
referendum to the bill. To tlns our 
opponents say: "No! We don't want 
a referendum! It is useless to refer 
this to the people. They do not un-
derstand!" . 

What an insult! Does the LeWIS-
ton delegation appear dIfferent from 
other people? The citizens we repre
sent are no different from what we 

are. Do they think we do not under
stand when they insinuate that we 
are not enlightened enough to know 
how to vote? Let me tell them that 
we can vote as intelligently as they; 
fUrthermore, we perform our duty of 
loyal American citizens by going to 
the polls on election day; this is one 
thing our opponents seldom do. 

Among other things they say is 
that our bill would put our police 
force back into politics. Has it ever 
been out of politics? Is not a gov
ernor as much a pOlitician as a 
mayor? It's a slur on the character 
and dignity of our city magistrate to 
insinuate that he is more, apt to cor
ruption than state authorities. Do 
you believe that our state police 
would be better under a commission 
appointed by the President of the 
United States than under the author
ity of our Governor? 

What would you say if a small 
group of pOliticians should pass a 
bill, in Washington, providing for a 
commission of two Democrats and 
one Republican, appOinted by the 
President, to run our State Highway 
Department? Worse still! What 
would yuu say if this act had been 
passed on the grounds that our high
way commission was corrupt and 
that the citizens of Maine were dif
ferent from other people? Is there 
a man with two cents' worth of 
honor who would not protest with all 
the power at his command against 
such an act of injustice? Exactly 
the same shameful act has been 
cowardly forced on the citizens of 
Lewiston. Is this not a disgrace? 

There are no reasons whatsoever 
for keeping Lewiston in a different 
class from other cities. No .o,le can 
say in all sincerity that the princi
ple is not wrong. It seems to me 
that this legislature can not adjourn 
and feel it has done its duty if it 
supports a wrong principle and its 
action certainly can not be consid
ered just if it treats one of its com
munities differently from the rest. 

I do not think that the Lewiston 
delegation is different from the rest 
of the members of this legislature, 
and the people we represent are 
identical to their representatives. As 
I have said, a shadow of doubt hangs 
over the reputation of my people; 
and this was brought on by men 
versed in the art of making slight 
irregularities look like mountains of 
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wrong. Conditions in Lewiston have 
never been one tenth of one per cent 
as bad as political job seekers have 
represented them to be. 

"Home Rule!" Words as dear to 
the heart of free people as "Home 
Sweet Home." Several times have 
we heard this expression ring 
through the House, and every time 
home rule has been respected. Are 
we going to deny Lewiston the same 
fair treatment that we gave every
one else? 

I feel confident that all who con
sider this question from a point of 
justice will support my motion to ac
cept the majority report of "ought 
to pass." (Applause). 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Lewiston, 1\1[1'. Roy, moves the 
acceptance of the majority report 
ought to pass. 

Mr. FULLER of Southwest Har
bor: :.vIr. Speaker, and memt,ers of 
the House, I was a member of the 
committee that had the hearing in 
regard to this police commission 
bill, and I will say that perhaps it 
only related to Lewiston geographi
cally, but the advertisement was all 
over the State-well advertised-and 
at the time of the hearing there were 
v.ory few present. The proponents 
were members of the Legislature 
here; and the opponents of the bill 
were few in number. But it seems 
to me if this commission affected the 
city of Lewiston as Mr. Roy says, 
they would have filled that room full. 
There would not have been a chance 
to have a hearing in the Legal Af
fairs room. But no! There seemed 
no especial feeling against the bill. 
Orr the other hand, there were some 
few who came down and gave us an 
idea of how well the present method 
of appointing the police was work
ing and that the working was giv
ing them excellent satisfaction in 
that city. With those things before 
us, it seemed to me that it did not 
appear necessary to make a change. 
Also, he had letters from business 
men in large numbers saying that 
the police commission, as carried out 
in the city of Lewiston, was perfect
ly satisfactory. 

Now of course there are not a 
great many cities in the United 
States that have a police commission 
appointed by the magistrate of the 
State. We have one instance that I 
think all of you here will bring to 
mind. When ,the trouble came up 

in the city of Boston the Governor, 
who is now our President, acted 
with the police commissioner who 
was his appointee and carried that 
through in a successful manner. I 
do not think it is a political affair. 
Politics may have something to do 
with it; but what is wanted is a 
good Governor to appoint the police 
commissioner of a city. Those who 
came before us, both proponents and 
opponents, admitted that LeWiston 
had an excellent police force. For 
those reasons I signed the minority 
report; and I trust that the majority 
report will not be accepted. 

Mr. NADEAU of Lewiston: Mr. 
Speaker and members of the House, 
the only thing we want in Lewiston 
is home rule. For instance, we have 
a fire department, and the commis
sioner of the fire department is ap
pointed by the mayor, and I think we 
have one of the best fire depart
ments that I know of, and it is, as I 
said, appointed by the mayor. It is 
the same with our highway commis
sioners; they are appointed by the 
mayor and they are the best men in 
the city. 

Now in regard to business men, I 
am a business man in Lewiston. I 
think we have a perfect police force 
-just as good as they have any
where, and it is carried on on poli
tics. I do not think that a change 
of method in appointing the commis
sioner by the mayor would make a 
bit of difference in the police de
partment. It would keep the same 
men and the same commissioners 
would have a right to stay as they 
are now, two Republicans and one 
Democrat. 

Mr. HAMEL of Lewiston: Mr. 
Speaker and members of the House: 
I have just one word to say in ref
erence to this bill, and that is, that 
I am in favor of it. I believe that the 
folks at home would all vote in favor 
of this bill if they were givcn the 
opportunity. About the bill that is 
all I have to say. I rather regret 
to add at this time that we have re
ferred to the priest and minister a 
while ago, both of whom I know very 
well and both are my friends. It 
seems to me their names might have 
been called rather than their voca
tion-I regret that instance. How
eyer, in regard to the police bill, I 
think you can safely vote in favor of 
it if you so desire, and the people of 
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Lewiston, I am quite sure, are in fa
vor of this bill. 

Mr. ROY: Mr. Speaker, it is a 
question of honor to my people, the 
having the Governor name that com
mission. We want the mayor to do 
it. Then when we need any change 
in the number of officers or an in
crease in salary or a decrease in 
salary, we have to come to this Leg
islature. Is not that a shame? In 
reference to what has been said 
about my reference to priests and 
ministers, have I said a word against 
the character of these men? I have 
said that they are no more than you 
or I when they come out of the 
church. Is that wrong? They say 
the police department will go back 
as it was. Now you all know that 
in 1917, during the War, bars were 
open in Lewiston and Bangor and 
even in Augusta. You remember 
how the liquor condition was. It 
was not the police department that 
cleaned those out. We have boot
leggers in Lewiston today, just as 
you have in all cities, even within 
the capital city of Augusta; even 
within a few minutes' walk of this 
State House yoU can get all the 
liquor you want. It is not onlv in 
one direction, either. (Laughtei·). 

There is another idea that is un
derneath, to hold it as it is, and we 
certainly know what it is, but the 
gentlemen do not dare say what it 
is. Lewiston is a city which had the 
lowest criminal record of any city 
of its size in the country. Lewiston 
is far better than the average. A 
manufacturing city like Lewiston is 
more liable to crime than is a resi
dential city like Augusta. You take 
cities of that description and you will 
find that Lewiston is one of the best 
there is. Who sent the most soldiers 
to the war among cities of its size? 
Lewiston. Why? Because they are 
raISIng children and young men. 
Where did we find the soldiers to go 
across? Not in the residence parts 
of the city. There were whole 
streets that did not send one man 
across. But among the working peo
ple there was hardly a house that 
did not send young men across, and 
they did not wait for the draft! The 
men who evaded the draft were not 
the working people; they were the 
men with money. The working peo
ple are those whom they want to 
keep down; they are my people. 

The present arrangement makes 

Lewiston feel that it is lower than 
other people and it is wrong to do 
that; I don't care what you say. 
The principle on which we are 
working is entirely wrong and to re
fuse to put that police commission 
and police force in the hands of the 
mayor is an outrage because the 
mayor can name as good men as the 
Governor can and, as you know, in 
a city overwhelmingly Democratic, 
they put on that commission two 
Republicans and one Democrat. Isn't 
that outrageous-using the power of 
the State in that way just because 
they had the power! It is a shame. 
If this were to come before the peo
ple of America, they would say, 
"Shame on this Legislature." It is 
certainly a sin; it is un-American. 
I do not think I need to say any 
more. If the Leg'islature wants to 
keep these people down, as it has 
done since 1919, you can do it but it 
is a shame. 

Now let me read an editorial from 
the Lewiston Sun. I am not sure, 
but I understand that the Editor of 
the Lewiston Sun was formerly a 
minister. He is not one of those 
who would go to the State House and 
talk about what he did not know: 
"Lewiston going over to Augusta to 
parade her little dirty inefficiency as 
a respectable, self-governing com
munity! ''Vas it in 1917 that respec
table Lewiston people showed so 
cI'uel disloyalty to Lewiston that 
they ,vent to Augusta and got the 
non-compass uniform put onto Lew
iston?" In this editorial he said that 
l1e had always worked against the 
principle of having the Governor run 
our departments. Is there really an 
honest man who would support a 
wrong principle? And it is entirely 
wrong, gentlemen. You can never 
make an honest man believe that it 
is right. (Applause). 

Miss LAUGHLIN of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, I hesitate to say anything 
in opposition to what my friends 
from Lewiston have said, and there 
is only one thing' I am going to say 
and that is that at the hearing before 
the committee the mayor of Lewis
ton was present, and on being asked 
he said that he was against this bill 
because he did not want the police 
department to come again under 
politics. That was the statement 
made by .Mayor Wiseman of Lewis
ton. And the former mayor of Lew
iston, Mr. Brann, being present, said 



LEGISLATIVE RECORD-HOUSE, APRIL 13 1201 

he did not want to say anything for 
this bill. Now certainly to me and 
my colleages on the committee who 
signed the report against the bill, 
that was a vory conclusive state
ment. 

Mr. Roy was granted permission to 
addres,; the House for the third 
time. 

Mr. ROY: Mr. Speaker, it is true 
that the mayor of Lewiston did at
tend that hearing. He came for an
other matter; but while there the 
Senator from Androscoggin asked 
lum how he should vote on this busi
ness. He felt slighted in a way be
cause he probably was not consulted 
in the drafting of the bill as he 
SllOUld have been, and he said he 
knew nothing of the bill, but he said 
he was against putting tho police 
force back into politics. He meant 
as it was in 1917. Now in 1917 the 
way of electing police officers was 
for a term of three years. They 
were nominated by tho mayor and 
confirmed by the board of aldermen 
Now these men were thet'e for thre~ 
years, and as you all know, they 
probably failed in their duties once 
in a while in o!'(ler to hold their jobs. 
Today the commission itself cannot 
remove them if the~' do tbeir duty 
but if tl~ey fail in tl1eir duty, tl;~ 
commISSIOn can remo\'e them. Un
der the bill it would be just the 
same as now. The only clifferencE' 
woulcl lle tal,ing it out of the hands 
of the GO\'C']'nor and to have it there 
seems to us very humiliating. "We 
do not deny that the police are ))et
tel' than they were, 'Ye do not want 
to chango that. The mayor did not 
understand it. Lool, here! 'rhel:" is 
~ referendum. Is there anything that 
IS fairer than that? Are thero not 
many of the largost merchants and 
big tax payers with influence enough 
~o turn the population their way if 
It was w]'ong, if their way was bet
ter? 'Why do you not leave it to our 
people as you do to other people? 
'·"e are not different from other peo
ple. OUrs are among the best peo
ple. And Lewiston is one of the 
fastest g]'owing cities in the State. 
We have talked about our schools 
a?-cl all that. As fast and gT<>wing a 
cIty as we are, it IS costing us more 
for the schools, and it is harder to 
keep it up, but you must remember 
til at Lewiston has the lowest tax 
rate of any city in the State. Out of 
twenty cities, Lewiston is one of the 

lowest in its tax rate-only thirty
two mills. 

Now there is no argument against 
this if we leave every tiling as it is. 
The appOintment of those commis
sioners is for six years. We appoint 
one in every two years. One would 
be appointed in 1929, one in 1931 one 
in 1933. There would be the L~gis
lature having a chance to change 
that. If it is wrong, I would be the 
first one to come here and fight to 
the last ditch if the citizens of Lew
iston did not do as they should. But 
these things were taken out of their 
hands by cheap politicians who In
terest the ministers, priests and col
lege professors, telling them how 
bad the city was. These things 
would have worked out if we had let 
the people attend to their own af
fairs. 'Ye can attend to our own af
fairs as well as the Legislature and 
the Governor can, and better. What 
do the people of Aroostook know 
about our affairs? You know ho,,' 
easy it is to go to a merchant and 
get letters and remonstrances and 
names. I could go out myself and in 
a few days get thousands of 'them, 
but I would rather rely on the judg
ment of the peopJe. If you sa\' to 
leave this as it is is right, then { say 
there is no honor. 

MI'. STURGIS of Auburn: Mr. 
Speaker, I was much interested in 
what tile gentleman has just said, 
and the wholc thing is he wants 
home rule. He did own just now 
that the condition of the police force 
is better than it \YaS before the 
commission was appointed. I can 
verify his words because I used to 
live in Lewiston myself, and I li\'e 
now where I can see Into it I will 
read just a word here from 'a letter 
I ha ye: "For the last full year of the 
old administration (1916) t11ere was 
filed with the Clerk of Municipal 
Court three liquor libels, and for the 
first six months of 1'917 t\yO libels 
were filed. 

Now during the year 1926 there 
were filed by this department one 
hundred and eighty-one liquor libels, 
and for the past six months, from 
October 1926, to April 1927, there 
have )Jeen flIed one hundred and six 
liquor libels. 

TIle drunken driyer is a menace to 
autoists, and this Department has 
arrested thirty-six during the past 
year." 
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I have never heard any criticism 
in regard to the present commission. 
It may be composed of two Republi
cans and one Democrat, but I am 
informed that the majority of the 
police force are Democratic, and they 
have a good police force at the pres
ent time. I am fearful that that 
would not apply if the police com
missioner were not appointed as he 
now is. In regard to the priests and 
ministers having convictions and liv
ing up to those convictions and 
meddling in politics, the Rev. Mr. 
Finnie who was here at the hearing 
-I do not think he is very fearful. 
He believes in standing by his own 
convictions. It was stated that the 
mayor was wobbling. No sir he 
was still on the grounds with' the 
feel.ing that it was better to keep 
theIr present pOlice force. He did 
nut want to take them into politics. 
By the way, Mayor Wiseman is a 
fine .gentleman; and he was fearful 
of hIS pre?ecessors. Men appointed 
to the polIce commission might not 
be of the same caliber that they 
have at the present time, and he 
made the statement that he is ,;atis
fied with the present commission. 

Mr. CYR of 'Vaterville: Mr. 
Speaker, I move the previous ques
tIOn. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from. Waterville, Mr. Cyr, moves the 
~revIOus question. As many as are 
In fa.vor of the Chair entertaining the 
pre:,lOUs question will rise and stand 
untIl counted and the monitors will 
return the count. 

A sufficient number arose. 
The SPEAKER: As many as are in 

favor that the main question shall 
now be put will say aye; those op
posed no. 

A viva voce vote being taken the 
main question was ordered. ' 

The SPEAKER: The question be
fore the House is on the motion of 
the gentleman from Lewiston, Mr. 
Roy. that the majority report ought 
to pass be accepted. As many as 
are in favor of this motion-

Mr. CYR: Mr. Speaker, I ask for 
a division of the House. 

The SPEAKER: A division is re
quested. As many as are in favor of 
this motion will rise and stand until 
counted and the monitors will return 
the count. 

A division of the House being had 
Fifty-two having voted in the af~ 

firmative and 32 in the negative, the 

motion of the gentleman from Lew
iston, Mr. Roy, that the majority re
port ought to pass be accepted pre
vailed. 

Under suspension of the rules, the 
bill received its three readings and 
was passed to be engrossed. 

Mr. HALE of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, I ask leave to address the 
House on a question of personal 
privilege. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Portland, Mr. Hale, asks leave 
to address the House on a question 
of personal privilege. 

Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, I hate, at this time of the 
session, to oppose my fellow member 
from Portland, Mr. Hale, but I ob
ject to his having a personal priv
ilege. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Portland, Mr. Hale, has re
quested the personal privilege of ad
dressing the House. 

Mr. KITCHEN: of Presque Isle: 
Mr. Speaker, it seems to me a bit un
fair to prevent the gentleman from 
Portland, Mr. Hale, from speaking 
for a moment. 

The SPEAKER: As many as are 
in favor of allowing the gentleman 
from Portland, Mr. Hale, to speak 
upon a matter of personal privilege 
will say aye; those opposed no. 

Mr. ROUNDS: Mr. Speaker, I 
withdraw my objections at the pres
ent time. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
gentleman from Portland, Mr. Hale, 
was allowed to proceed. 

Mr. HALE: Mr. Speaker, when a 
person has expressed himself upon 
what might be a controversial topic 
and when his judgment has been 
vindicated by after events, he is 
peculiarly prone to say "I told you 
so." And, generally speaking, he is 
wise not to say it; but in this par
ticular instance, Mr. Speaker, an 
opinion which I expressed at the 
first of this session has been so com
pletely vindicated at this session that 
I cannot and I will not deny myself 
the privilege of saying to the House 
what I feel. 

I said to the House in a joint con
vention of the Republican party at 
the beginning of this session that 
you, Mr. Speaker, were, by character 
and temperament, by personality, by 
ability and by experience, peculiarly 
fitted to preside over this body and 
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to fulfil the duties assigned under 
the Constitution and under the rules 
of this House to the Speaker of this 
House. I believe, Mr. Speaker, that 
the members of the House could 
have made no more suitable choice. 
I know the members of the House 
share that opinion. I have heard it 
expressed in a hundred ways and on 
a hundred occasions, and it gives me 
great pleasure, speaking for the 
members of the House, to voice this 
sentiment. Yours is not an easy 
task. You have to enforce the rules 
of the House. You have to restrain 
my impetuous and eloquent friend 
from Lewiston when, in defiance of 
every rule of the House, he insists 
upon smoking. (Laughter). You 
have to strain a listening ear for 
every member's slightest word. You 
have to catch the almost inaudible 
voice which springs from the frail 
physique of my friend from Jackman. 
(Laughter and applause). And, 
though you sit above us, Sir, wield
ing the wicked gavel, yours is no 
Olympian detachment. You are hu
man, even as we are human. Only 
the other day, Sir, I saw your eyes 
dim with tears when you learned 
that for two long years my friend 
from HOWland had been denied the 
innocent pleasures of attendance up
on the County Fair. (Laughter and 
applause). 

And so, for these qualities of ef
fiCiency, of courtesy in debate, of hu
man kindness and friendliness, the 
members of this House express their 
gratitude and their appreciation to 
yOU, Mr. Speaker. And as a slight 
token of this appreciation they have 
asked me to give you this (present
ing the Speaker with a gold watch) 
and in behalf of the House I move 
its acceptance by the Chair. 

(Prolonged applause, the members 
rising). 

SPEAKER MARTIN: Members of 
the Eighty-third Legislature: I am 
deeply moved, as any man would be, 
by this beautiful gift, and also by 
the very, very generous and eloquent 
words of my friend from Portland, 
Bob Hale. It is needless to say that 
I will always cherish this gift. And 
I will doubly cherish it because I 
know that it comes from probably 
the best House that has ever as
sembled in Maine. That is not alone 
my opinion, but it is the opinion of 
all who have followed legislative 
houses. It is a House consisting of 

strong and able men and women. 
As I have sat here day by day, there 
is one member who has been an in
spiration to me, and it may not be 
amiss for me to speak of him be
cause I speak, in a way, as a tribute 
to him. I believe that he has been 
an inspiration to you. Some ten or 
twelve years ago, I am advised, this 
member suddenly, without warning, 
lost the sight of his eyes, and since 
that moment he has never seen the 
beauty of the morning sun or the 
grandeur of the evening sunset or 
the glories in the colors of the flag 
or the sweetness in the smile of the 
splendid woman who has been so 
constantly with him. But somehow, 
my friends, I have felt, and I think 
that you feel that he has seen and 
sensed those matters, the glory and 
the grandeur, even better and more 
than we who see, because no 
matter whether it has been stormy 
outside or whether the sun has been 
shining, he has always had a pleas
ant smile for everyone of us, and 
he has always had a cheery "Hello." 
I know that any troubles I may have 
had or any cares that you may 
have had have seemed petty, for he 
has shown that a brave soul can 
conquer trouble. I know he has 
been an inspiration to me, and I 
think he has been to you; and I be
lieve I voice your sentiments when 
I say we are very glad that there has 
been as a member of this House the 
gentleman from Portland. Bill Bis
sett. (Applause, th2 members ris
ing). 

Mr. BISSETT of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, may I speak under a per
sonal privilege. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
may proceed. 

Mr. BISSETT: Members of the 
Eighty-third Legislature: I take this 
opportunity to thank you, one and 
all, for the kindness you have shown 
me since I have been here. There 
has never been a time when I have 
been in these corridors or in thif' 
House anywhere I wanted to go, 
when my good and faithful wife was 
not with me, that you were always 
glad to help me. I tell you, gentle
men, it has been an experience I 
shall never forget and shall never 
regret. There are times when we do 
not always agree, but there is one 
thing that we all agree on. I be
lieve I have met the most loyal mem
bers of this House, both the lady 
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members and the gentlemen mem
bers, that I have ever met, and 
wherever I may be, in whatever 
part of the State you may see me, I 
want yoU all to say "Hello Bill." 
(Applause). 

SPEAKER MARTIN continuing: 
The position of being Speaker has 
many pleasant associations and con
nections, but there is one very seri
ous drawback. It was mentioned, I 
recall, two years ago, in a way, and 
I mention it again, because, serious
ly yOU do not know how it has 
bothered me; and that is the so
called fancy costume that the Speak
er has to wear. Frankly, I have 
probably had something on iike 
this at least two or three times in 
my life before I got up here, so that 
I felt very strange when I was first 
here in it, but I admit that I re
ceived considerable comfort in see
ing our good friend from Dover
Foxcroft, Dr. Merrill, having a simi
lar costume. (Laughter and ap
plause). When I saw how well he 
looked, I began to feel that possibly 
I might be doing fairly well myself. 
(Laughter). My colleague, Mr. 
Kinsman, assured me that I did not 
look so very far out of place; and 
my wife, of course, told me, "You 
look all right. Some of the fellows 
who know you down street would 
probably know you up here." But I 
was never very, very sure of it. But 
after a while you get accustomed to 
the clothes you wear; and you re
member in the morning, for some 
reason which I do not understand-I 
do not think the Speaker needs pro
tection-but the Messenger always 
takes the Speaker down to the desk 
as an escort. One day as I was be
ginning to feel that I was doing, or, 
rather, looking pretty well, I looked 
across and there was a young lady 
over by Bill Deering-and I might 
mention that very frequently you 
will find young ladies over there
(Laughter and applause)-and look
ing at me she said to a neighbor, 
"Who is that fellow coming down 
the aisle with the long coat? He is 
a very ordinary looking minister." 
(Laughter) Then she looked at our 
messenger, Ralph Pat Hayes, and 
said "But isn't the Speaker splendid 
looking?" (Laughter and Applause) 

There is a member of the official 
organization who is not a member 
of the House, to whom I am indebt
ed. I think I can say truthfulIy 

that you are indebted to him. It 
may not be wrong to say a few 
words concerning him. '''hen it 
comes to singing the Mother Song 
or the Irish Ballad, there is only 
one voice in the world that can do 
it, and that is the voice of John 
McCormack. And when it comes to 
performing certain duties in this 
House, there is only one voice, I be
lieve, in the world absolutely suited 
to those duties, and the gentleman 
whose name I will mention later has 
that voice. And, further than that, 
he has ability, he has industry, and 
he has all the elements that make 
up efficiency, and for those quali
ties we admire him. But he also has 
the greater qualities that make up 
and constitute being a regular and 
a good fellow; and it is a pleasure 
to me to pay this, which I mean as 
a tribute, to the gentleman who has 
been my support and guide and my 
friend and your friend, the Clerk 
of this House, Clyde R. Chapman. 
(Applause, the members rising ana 
cheering) I do not know what 
"Chap" will say to me afterwards, 
but just at the moment I have an 
advantage over him. 

I do not think it would be out of 
place, either, to say something about 
the women of this House, and I do 
want to say it because I feel very 
sincerely concerning their splendid 
record. To you, Mrs. Folsom, Mrs. 
Gay, Mrs. Chaney, and Miss Laugh
lin, I want to say this, and I be
lieve that the men of the House ab
solutely agree with me in this, that 
[rom the beginning of time woman 
has been. of course, indispensable 
to man, whether in the home as the 
mother or the wife, or whether on 
the battlefield and in the hospital 
as the angel of mercy. And be
cause, in this very House here, of 
the splendid records of the now Sen
ator Pinkham and the now Senator 
Allen, and because of the splendid 
records of you four women" yoU 
have made women absolutely indis
pensable to every future Legislature 
of Maine. (Applause) 

:t\'Iy friends, I do not need a gift 
to always remember you by. You 
are all thinking of going home; and 
we who live in Augusta are think
ing of going somewhere else for a 
little change. I know that my de
sire is to go down to Ocean Point, 
which is down around Boothbay Har
bor, or nearby there, a place where 
George Wing also goes; and I am 
looking forward, as in summers past, 
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to going Saturday noon and being 
there Saturday night and coming 
back Sunday night. I can think now 
of sitting on the rocks down there 
with my wife and my two boys, 
bundled up in heavy clothes, for it 
is cold down there even in summer. 
We will be sitting out there in the 
evening and listening to the waves 
coming in, and breathing in that salt, 
misty, refreshing air which seems 
so rejuvenating. I will think again, 
as I look out on those waves com
ing in-they will be coming in in 
even rows like the seats of this 
House. By closing my eyes I could 
name the seat that every member of 
this House is in. I will think again 
of this House, and I can imagine 
one of my boys saying to me, "Dad
dy, what is that white cap over there 
doing'! It seems to be angry?" I 
will say, "My boy, he is not angry; 
he is never so happy as when he 
seems angry. My boy, he has a 
heart of gold. That is Edgar Rounds 
of Portland." (Applause) My boy 
will say. "That wave seems to be 
jumping up and down in the middle." 
I will say, "My boy, he is not jump
ing up and down; that is his busi
ness. He is the best floor leader any 
House ever had, and beyond that is 
in every way a fine and splendid gen
tleman and fellow, and that is Bob 
Hale of Portland." (Applause) 

Then my wife will say to me, "It 
is getting pretty late. I guess we 
had better go home." And I will 
say, "'Vait a moment, somebodv will 
move to adjourn." And my boy will 
.'ay, "What is that big whitecap over 
there?" And I will say, "That is the 
gentleman who has not lost a motion 
of adjournment in three sessions. 
That is the gentleman from Jackman, 
Ellsworth Piper." (Laughter and 
Applause) 

Seriously, my friends, I will al
ways renlember every man and 
woman in this House, I took this 
office without a feeling of resentment 
against any man or woman in this 
House, and I am glad to say that I 
will leave it in the same way, be
cause every member has been kind 
and considerate to me. There will 
be in the future many better Speal,
ers than your present Speaker. 
There have been in the past many 
better Speakers than your present 
Speaker; but I can assure you that 
there has never been or will be a 
Speaker who has liked, yes loved, the 
members of his House as much as 
)'our present Speaker. I am forever 

indebted to you. I thank you. (Ap
plause, the members rising) 

Mr. MERRILL of Dover-Foxcroft: 
Mr. Speaker, may I ask of the House 
the same indulgence as a special 
privilege that was granted the gen
tleman from Portland, Mr. Hale? 

The privilege to speak was grant
ed. 

Mr. MERRILL: Mrs. Martin, mine 
is the enviable privilege and honor 
of expressing to you the esteem and 
admiration of the members of the 
House of Representatives of the 
Eighty-third Legislature, not because 
you are the loyal consort of our be
loved presiding officer, though that 
were enough to elicit it; but because 
your radiant personality has made 
its own distinctive impression. By 
your ha.ppy, gracious friendliness, 
you have made a place in our hearts 
that so long as memory lasts shall 
be yours alone. May the beauty and 
fragrance of these flowers be sym
bolic of the more enduring beauty 
and fragrance of this occasion. (Ap
plause, the members rising.) 

From the Senate: Bil1 an act to 
establish and maintain free employ
ment offices (H. P. 371) (H. D. 91) 
which was passed to be engrossed in 
the House. 

Comes from the Senate indefinite
ly postponed in non-concurrence. 

In the House on motion by Mr. 
Delleau of Lewiston that body voted 
to recede and concur with the Sen
ate. 

From the Senate: Bill an act to 
crea te a Board of Boiler Inspection 
within the Department of Labor and 
Industry (S. P. 410) (S. D. 200) on 
which the House voted to adhere to 
its former action whereby Report 
"A" of the Committee "Ought not to 
pass" was accepted. 

Comes from the Senate that body 
again insisting on its former action 
whereby Report "D" reporting a new 
draft was accepted, and the new 
draft passed to be engrossed, and 
asking for a Committee of Confer
ence, with the following Conferees 
appointed on its part: 

Messrs. SLOCUM of Cumberland 
SMITH of Somerset 
MORRISON of Franklin 

In the House, on motion by Mr. 
Cyr of vVaterville, a viva voce vote 
being ta\{en, the House voted to ad
here to its former action. 

From the Senate: Report of the 
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Committee on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance on Joint Order in regard 
to vVorkmen's Compensation Insur
ance reporting same in a new draft 
as follows: 

ORDERED, The House concurring, 
that a Committee composed of the 
Insurance Commissioner, Wilbur D, 
Spencer, two Senators appointed by 
the President of the Senate, three 
members of the House of Representa
tives appointed by the Speaker of 
the House, representing employees 
and employers subject to the Work
men's Compensation Act and the in
surance carriers doing business in 
the State of Maine, is hereby author
ized and directed to make full in
vestigation of all evidence and 
phases of the operation, during the 
last eleven years, of the Workmen's 
Compensation Law of this State, and 
all elements and phases of the cost 
of Workmen's Compensation Insur
ance in this State; and mal~e full 
report in writing to the Governor on 
or before October 1, 1928, 

Such Committee is hereby given 
full power to summon witnesses and 
require the production of papers and 
documents and records, such witness
es to receive the same attendance 
fees as obtained in the Supreme Ju
dicial Court, 

Such Committee is to serve with
out pay other than actual expenses 
and is authorized to employ at the 
expense of the State all necessary 
expert or other assistance. 

Said Committee before it makes 
any engagements or incurs any ex
pense shall formulate Its general 
plan, obtain estimates of the ex
pense of the investigation proposed, 
submit its said plan with said esti
mates to the Governor and Council, 
and if that body approves said Com
mittee shall be authorized to make 
its investigation along the line it 
has proposed and to the extent so 
far as expense is concerned as has 
been approved by the Governor and 
Council. 

Comes from the Senate the report 
read and accepted and the new draft 
read and passed. 

In the House, on motion by Mr. 
Piper of Jackman, the report was 
read and accepted and the order 
passed in concurrence. 

Majority Report of the Committee 
to survey and sale of Wood (H. P. 
1162) (H. D. 418) 
which was passed to be enacted in 
the House April 1. 

Comes from the Senate indefinite
ly postponed in non-concurrence. 

In the House, on motion by Mr. 
Page of Skowhegan it was voted to 
recede and concur with the Senate. 

On motion by Mr. Littlefield of 
Kennebunk, the rules were suspend
ed and that gentleman was presented 
to present an act to provide for the 
retirement of highway and bridge 
bonds. 

On motion by Mr. Littlefield the 
bill was tabled and specially assigned 
for tomorrow morning. 

On motion by Mr. Hale of Port
land, 500 copies were ordered printed. 

Reports of Committees 
Mr. BARTLETT from the Commit

tee on Judiciary reported "Ought 
not to pass" on bill an act to amend 
chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes 
and to establish a new State High
way Commission (H. P. 1285) 

Report read and accepted and sent 
up for concurrence. 

Mr. MARDEN from the Committee 
on vVays and Bridges on Resolve in 
favor of Old Town-Milford Bridge, 
city of Old Town and town of Mil
ford. Penobscot County (H. P. 492) 
reported same in a new draft (H. 
P. 1330) under same title and that 
it "Ought to pass" 

(On motion by Mr. Lait of Old 
Town the rules were suspended. the 
resolve received its two several read
ings and was passed to be en
grossed.) 

Mr. PATTERSON from the Com
mittee on Judiciary reported "Ought 
to pass" on bill an act relating to 
trial terms of the Supreme Judicial 
Court, in the county of Hancock (H. 
P. 860) (H. D. 220) 

(The rules were suspended, the bin 
received its three several rea(jjngs 
and was passed to be engrossed.) 

Mr. DUDLEY from same Commit
tee reported same on bill an act re
lating to trial terms of the Supreme 
Judicial Court (H. P. 1068) (H. D. 
362) 

(The rules were suspended, the bill 
received its three several readings 
and was passed to be engrossed.) 

Majority Report of the Committee 
on Judiciary on bill an act providing 
for the appointment of a Deputy 
Secretary of State to be designated 
a Registrar of Motor Vehicles and 
to place the administration of the 
several motor vehicle provisions of 
law under his jurisdiction and aCl-
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ministration (H. P. 1118) (H. D. 374) 
reporting same in a new draft (H. 
P. 1331) under same title and that it 
"Ought to pass" 

Report was signed by the follow
ing members: 

Messrs. MAHER of Kennebec 
OAKES of Cumberland 

-of the Senate 
BARTLETT of Bangor 
PATTERSON of Castine 
WING of Kingfield 
HALE of Portland 

-of the House 
Minority report of same Commit

tee reporting "Ought not to pass" 
on same bill. 

Report was signed by the follow
ing members: 

Messrs. ALDRICH of Topsham 
DUDLEY of Calais 
WING of Auburn 

-of the House 
Mr. MORRILL of Gray: Mr. Speak

er I wish to move the acceptance of 
th'e majority report for the follow
ing reasons; and I will tal{e but a 
very few moments of your time. This 
is the largest collecting agency in 
the State House. The estimated re
ceipts from the Secretary of State's 
Office for registration this year are 
$2.350,000. I speak of the gas tax, 
because it is in conjunction with th" 
automobile tax. They do not collect 
it. That would be $2,100,000, making 
a total from that source of $4,450,000. 

I wish to speak of the time that 
the Secretary of State has to put 
into this office. In 1925 there were 
two hundred and eighty-one suspen
sions and one hundred and ninetJ 
six revocations of licenses. with one 
hundred and ninety hearings. In 
1926 there were three hundred and 
sixty-two suspensions and four hun
dred and six revocations of licenses. 
That takes a great deal of the Sec
retary's time. I think that the Dep
uty Secretary of State now gets 
thirty-three hundred, and if the laws 
are enforced through the registra
tion of motor vehicles in relation to 
the collection of truck fees,-which 
his not been done for the last two 
years; I don't know whose fault it 
is-it would more than offset any 
extra expense by thousands of dol
lars. This has the approval of the 
Maine Automobile Association. 

I would like to see accurate records 
kept so that one could look a car 
up by its license plates or by its 
engine and serial number. This 
would be a great help to the police 
departments. The creation of this 

registry of motor vehicles has for 
years been advocated by ex-Secre
tarv of State Ball. and I think it is 
so~ething that has got to come. I 
would like to see it started at this 
time. Therefore I move the accept
ance of the majority report. 

Mr. BARTLETT of Bangor: 1\11'. 
Speaker, I am not going to talk on 
this bill, but I have forgotten what 
the original House Document num
ber was. 

The SPEAKER: The original doc
ument was House Document 374. 

Mr. BAHTLETT: Mr. Speaker, the 
only change in the new draft is re
lating to the salary of the Deputy 
Secretary. In the old draft it was 
placed at four thousand dollars and 
the new draft makes it thirty-five 
hundred dollars. That is the only 
change in the new draft. 

The SPEAKER: The question be
fore the House is on the motion of 
the gentleman from Gray, Mr. Mor
rill. that the majority report ought 
to pass be accepted. As many as are 
in favor of this motion will say aye; 
those opposed will say no. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion to accept the majority re
port prevailed; and on further mo
tion by the same gentleman, the 
rules were suspended and the bill 
was given its several readings at 
this time and passed to be en
grossed. 

First Reading 'of a Printed Bill 
(Out of order) 

H. P. 1315, H. D. 643: An acf re
lating to non-resident hunting li
censes. 

(On motion by Mr. Flint of Mon
son, the rules were suspended, the 
bill given its several readings and 
passed to be engrossed.) 

Communication from the State 
Auditor 

(Out of order) 
The following communication: 

ST A TE OF MAINE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE AUDITOR 

Augusta 
April 13, 1927. 

To the Honorable House of Repre
sentatives: 

I am in receipt of your order of 
April 13th, 1927, as follows: 

"Ordered, That the State Auditot
forthwith present to the House an 
itemized account of the receipts and 
disbursements of the contingent fund 
for the last two years." 
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For the fiscal year ending June 
30th, 1925, the receipts to the State 
Contingent Fund were $739,017.92, as 
shown by the detailed list hereto at
tached and marked Exhibit "A." The 
disbursements from the fund for th" 
same fiscal year were $519,912.70, as 
shown by the detailed list hereto at
tached and marked Exhibit "B." 

For the fiscal year ending June 
30th, 1926, the receipts to the State 
Contingent Fund were $553,552.52, as 
shown by the detailed list hereto at
tached and marked Exhibit "C." The 
disbursements from the fund for the 
same fiscal year were $186.324.92, as 
shown by detailed list marked Ex. 
hibit "D," hereto attached. 

I also include in my report the re
ceipts to and the disbursements from 
the State Contingent Fund from July 
1, 1926 to April 1, 1927. The receipts 
for that period have been $388,105.52, 
of which $300,000.00 constituted the 
new set-up of the State Contingent 
Fund July 1, In6, and $88,105.52 rep
resented balances lapsed to said fund 
December 31, 1926, the latter being 
immediately transferred to the Sinl,
ing Fund Reserve. These receipts 
are shown by detailed list hereto at
tached and marked Exhibit "E." The 
disbursements from the fund for the 
same period have been $139,623.60, as 
shown by detailed list hereto attach
ed and marked Exhibit "F." 

The detail of receipts and expendi
tures to the State Contingent Fund 
for the two years ending June 30, 
1926. appear in the biennial report 
of this office filed with the Legisla
ture on January 18, 1927, on pages 
43, -19, 325 and 331. 

Respectfully yours, 
(Signed) ELBERT D. HAYFORD, 

State Auditor. 
Read and ordered placed on file 

and 500 copies ordered printed. 

On motion by Mr. Crawford of 
Houlton, it was voted to take from 
the table the final report of the 
committee on Agriculture, tabled by 
that gentleman earlier in the day; 
and on further motion by the same 
gentleman the report was accepted 
in concurrence. 

The following bills on their pass
age to be enacted, and resolves on 
final passage were taken up out of 
order under suspension of the rules: 

Passed to be Enacted' 
An Act relating to the taking of 

square-tailed trout in the county of 
York (S. P. 646) (S. D. 380) 

(Tabled by Mr. Deering of Saco 
and specially assigned for tomorrow 
morning.) 

An Act to provide funds for topo
graphical survey. 

An Act relating to the salary of 
the Clerk of Courts of Sagadahoc 
County. 

An Act t6 increase the salary of 
the Treasurer of York County. 

An Act to increase the salaries of 
the County Commi-ssioners of Yorl, 
County. 

Fi n-ally -Passed 
Resolve in favor of the Bath Wa

ter District, a public municipal cor
poration located at Bath, in the 
county of Sagadahoc. 

Resolve in favor of the Reforma
tory for Women for maintenance 
and other purposes. 

Resolve in favor of the State Re
formatory for \Vomen for the erec
tion of a detention building. 

Resolve in favor of the University 
of Maine. 

Resolve in favor of Opportunity 
Farm for assistance in obtaining a 
supply of pure water. 

Resolve in favor of procuring tes
timonials for the purpose of marking 
the unmarked graves of the soldiers
of the Revolutionary War. 

Resolve in favor of International 
Bridge over St. John River, Mada
waska, Maine-Edmundston, New 
Brunswick-for a combined Immi
gration and Customs Office. 

Resolve providing for the con
struction of an International Bridge
over St. John River between the
town of Fort Kent, Aroostook coun
ty, and the Parish of St. Francis,_ 
Madawaska County, New Brunswick. 
S. P. 600, S. D. 358. 

On motion by Mr. Kitchen of 
Presque Isle the House voted to re
consider its action whereby this re
solve was passed to be engrossed; 
and that gentleman offered House
Amendment A and moved its adop
tion. 

House Amendment A to Senate
:pocument No. 358. 

Senate Document No. 358 is hereby 
amended by inserting after the word 
"appropriated" in the first line the 
words "out of the proceeds of bonds 
issued to provide funds for the build
ing of bridges." 

House Amendment A was adopted 
and the resolve was passed to be en
grossed as amended by House
Amendment A. 
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Passed t.o be Enacted 
An act to regulate the hunting of 

wild birds in the waters of Merry
meeting Bay. 

An act relating to the protection 
of moose. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
state at this time that it has been 
requested to appoint a committee for 
a mock session to be held on Fri
day evening, or at any time that the 
committee deems advisable and 
proper. The Chair has not had the 

time to appoint a full committee so 
it will simply appoint an executive 
committee, which executive commit
tee can appoint as many other mem
bers as it deems advisable. Upon the 
executive committee for the mock 
session the Chair appoints, Messrs. 
Rounds of Portland, Foster of Ells
worth and Piper of Jackman. 

On motion by Mr. Hale of Port
land, 

Adjourned until nine o'clock to
morrow morning. 


