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HOUSE 

Friday, April 1, 1927. 
The House met according to ad

journment and was called to order 
by the Speaker. 

Prayer by the Rev. H. A. Clarke of 
Gardiner. 

Journal of the previous session 
read and approved. 

Papers from the Senate disposed 
of in concurrence. 

From the Senate: Bill an act to 
amend the charter of the Union 
Mutual Life Insurance Company, S. 
P. 564, 

Comes from the Senate introduced 
out of order under suspension of the 
rules and passed to be engrossed 
without reference to a committee. 

In the House, on motion by Mr. 
Wing of Auburn tabled pending con
sideration in concurrence; and on 
motion by Mr. Rounds of Portland 
500 copies of the bill ordered printed. 

From the Senate: 
Ordered, the House concurring, 

that a joint select Committee con
sisting of the President of the Sen
ate, two members on the part of the 
Senate, appointed by the President, 
the Speaker of the House and three 
members on the part of the House, 
appointed by the Speaker, together 
with the Governor and Council and 
the Kennebec Bridge Directors, shall 
arrange for an appropriate dedica
tion of the Kennebec Bridge at Bath, 
Maine, upon its formal opening to 
the public; the expenses of said 
dedication to be defrayed from any 
funds available and designated hy 
the Governor and Council for that 
purpose; 

Comes from the Senate read and 
passed with the following members 
appointed on its part: Messrs. Drake 
of Sagadahoc, Smith of Somerset. 

In the House, read and passed in 
concurrence and the Speaker ap
pointed the following members: 
Messrs. Buker of Bath, Bishop of 
Boothbay Harbor and Gilchrest of 
Thomaston. 

From the Senate: Final report of 
the committee on Labor. 

In the Senate, read and passed. 
In the House, read and passed in 

concurrence. 

From the ,Senate: Joint order re-

lating to welfare conditions in the 
State of Maine (H. D. 3165) which In 
the House was read and passed as 
anlended by House Amendment A. 

Comes from the Senate House 
Amendment A indefinitely postponed 
and the order passed as amended by 
Senate Amendment A in non-concur
rence. 

In the House: 
Mr. HALE of Portland: Mr. 

Speaker, I move we recede and con
cur with the Senate. 

Mr. ST. CLAIR of Rockland: Mr. 
Speaker, may we have Senate 
Amendment A read? 

(Senate Amendment A read by the 
Clerk.) 

On motion by Mr. Hale of Portland 
the House voted to recede and con
cur with the Senate. 

Senate Bill in First Reading 
S. P. 265, S. D. 208: Resolve in fa

vor of the Northern Maine Sana
torium for the construction of a 
sprinkler system and standpipe. 

Reports of Committees 
Mr. Crocket from the Committee 

on Banks and Banking on biJI an act 
to amend Section 88 of Chapter 144 
of the Public Laws of 1923, relative 
to certain corporations, reported 
"Ought not to pass." 

Same gentleman from same Com
mittee reported same on bill an act 
relating to the purchase of stock by 
certain corporations (H. P. 1121) (H. 
D. 377). 

Same gentleman from same Com
mittee reported same on biJI an act 
relating to officers and directors of 
certain corporations (H. P. 1119) 
(H. D. 375). 

Mr. McLean from the Committee 
on Claims reported "Ought not to 
pass" on Resolve in favor of Fred 
A. Budge of Mattawamkeag (H. P. 
550). 

Same gentleman from same Com
mittee reported same on Resolve ill 
favor of J. A. Greenleaf & Sons Co. 
of Auburn for reimbursement for 
gasoline tax (H. P. 701). 

Same gentleman from same Com
mittee reported same on Resolve in 
favor of F. F. McLaughlin, com
pensating him for damage done his 
automobile by a deer (H. P. 218). 

Mr. Leathers from same Commit
tee reported same on Resolve in 
favor of Willis Myrick of Mount 
Chase in the county of Penobscot, 
compensating him for damage done 
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to a piece of oats by porcupines (H. 
P. 829). 

Mr. Allen from same Committee 
reported same on Resolve in favor of 
Mary S. Beattie for reimbursement 
for sheep and lambs killed and in
jured by dogs (H. P. 696). 

Mr. Booker from the Committee on 
Education on remonstrance of H. C. 
Hadley and 49 others against pas
sage of law increasing school year to 
36 weeks (H. P. 1111) reported that 
same be placed on file, as the sub
ject matter has been taken care uf 
in another form. 

Mr. Brewster from same Commit
tee on bill an act relating to the 
qualification of superintendents of 
schools (H. P. 1055) (H. D. 354) re
ported that legislation thereon is in
Expedient. 

(Tabled by Mr. Thurston of Ap
pleton pending acceptance and spec
ially assigned for Tuesday, AprlJ 5.) 

Mr. Booker from the same Com
mittee reported same on bill an act 
relating to the superintendents of 
towns in school unions (H. P. 263). 

Mr. Crockett from same Commit
tee reported "Ought not to pass" on 
bill an act to prohibit the teaching 
of evolution (H. P. 834). 

Mr. Lait from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs on Petitions relating 
to matters concerning Indian Af
fairs as follows: H. P. 594 to 599 in
clusive and H. P. 1115 to 1117 inclu
sive, reported that same be placed on 
file. 

Reports read and accepted and 
sent up for concurrence. 

Mr. Crockett from the Committee 
on Education on bill an act relating 
to school supervisory unions (H. P. 
1213) (H. D. 471) reported same in a 
new draft B (H. P. 1252) under same 
title and that it "Ought to pass." 

Mr. Bishop from the Committee on 
Mercantile Affairs and Insurance on 
bill an act concerning financial re
sponsibility for damage" caused by 
operation of motor vehicles (H. P. 
663) (H. D. 171) reported same in a 
new draft (H. P. 1255) under same 
title and that it "Ought to pass". 

(Tabled by Mr. Aldrich of Topsham 
pending acceptance and specially as
signed for Tuesday, April 5, and or
dered printed.) 

Mr. Decker from same Committee 
on bill an act regulating the payment 
of losses under certain policies of li
ability insurance (H. P. 921) (H. D. 
248) reported same in a new draft 

(H. P. 1256) under title of an act 
providing for the payment of losses 
under certain policies of liability in
surance and that it "Ought to pass". 

Reports read and accepted and the 
new draft ordered printed under the 
Joint Rules. 

Mr. Williams from the Committee 
on Salaries and Fees reported "Ought 
to pass" on an act l'elating to the 
salary of the county attorney for the 
county of Hancock (H. P. 145). 

Same gentleman from same Com
mittee reported same on bill an act 
relating to increase in salary of the 
Recorder of tl.e Western Hancock 
Municipal Court (H. P. 613). 

Same gentleman from same Com
mittee reported same on bill an act 
relating to the salary of the County 
Attorney for Franklin County (H. P. 
887). 

Reports read and accepted and the 
bills ordered printed under the JOint 
Rules. 

Mr. Sargent from the Committee on 
Legal Affairs reported "Ought to 
pass" on bill an act relating to reg
istration fees payable for jitney bus
ses (H. P. 1136) (H. D. 386). 

Report read and accepted and the 
bill having already been printed, was 
read twice under suspension of the 
rules, and tomorrow assigned. 
First Reading of Printed Bills and 

Resolves 
(H. P. 1096) (H. D. 541) An act to 

incorporate the Howland Sewerage 
and Water District. 

(H. P. 143) (H. D. 545) An act rel
ative to clerk hire in the office of 
Registry of Deeds, of Penobscot 
County. 

(H. P. 953) (H. D. 549) An act to 
enable trust companies to discontinue 
branches or agencies. 

(H. P. 1242) (H. D. 550) An act 
relating to clerk hire in the office of 
Register of Probate of Penobscot 
County. 

(H. P 163) (H. D. 546) Resolve in 
fa VOl' of the town of Castine, for re
imbursement of money paid out for 
the care of State paupers. 

(H. P. 823) (H. D. 547) Resolve in 
favor of Olmsted Brothers, landscape 
architects. 

Resolve in favor of State Park 
Commission. 

Mr. Roy of Lewiston: Mr. Speaker, 
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may I say a few words on a question 
out of order? 

Permission was given. 
Mr. ROY: Mr. Speaker, since we 

have very serious questions of great 
importance to discuss this morning, 
and many members live far away 
from the Legislature and have not 
had the opportunity to go home dur
ing this session, and I am told that 
smoking relieves homesickness, and 
I do not know whether an order has 
bee.n proposed that smoking be per
mitted for the rest of the legislative 
session, if it has not been proposed, 
I move that smoking be allowed for 
th.., rest of the legislative session. I 
hope my motion will be carried, for 
if it is carried, J have something else 
to say. 

Mr. KITCHEN of Presque Isle: Mr. 
Speaker. I dearly love to smoke, as 
well as any man in this house, but 
the next two weeks we are going to 
have before us a great many prob
lems, and I am thoroughly convinced 
of the fact that too much smoking in 
any closed room is bound to detract 
from a man's mental condition. 
Therefore I am opposed to the mo
tion. (Applause) 

Mr. INGRAHAM of Bangor: Mr. 
Speaker, I agree with the gentleman 
from Presque Isle, Mr. Kitchen. Mem
bers are out in the hall smoking half 
the time; members are out when 
votes are beIng taken. I think it is 
not a good thing to dodge an issue. 
I think it would be much better to 
remain in our "eats and smoke if we 
want to. 

Mr. SMITH of Bangor: Mr. Speak
er, I do not happen to be a smoker, 
but I would rather have smoking than 
talking at this time. 

Mr. ROY: Mr. Speaker, probably 
we can compromise and have smok
ing for fifteen or twenty minutes or 
half an hour. I believe it would be 
agreeable to ",II the members who do 
not smoke. I know that members 
here enjoy smoking during these long, 
dreary debates. I hope my motion 
will prevail. 

Mr. SNOW of Brunswick: Mr. 
Speaker. I guess J started this thing. 
I will give my reasons. Now it seems 
to me that the gentlemen here ought 
to be willing to show respect enough 
for our lady visitors to refrain from 
smoking during our sessions. This 
hall, when it is well filled. is none 
too well ventilated, and with the 

north windows opened, there is a 
draft on some members so that they 
are liable to take cold. The windows 
cannot be opened. Now to fill this 
hall full of tobacco smoke. with the 
impure air th:.t we have, seems to 
me to be a wrong thing and a dis
respect to the lady visitors we have. 
(Applause) 

The SPEAKER: The question be
fore the House is on the motion of 
the gentleman from Lewiston, Mr. 
Roy, that the rules be suspended and 
smoking be allowed. This requires a 
two-thirds affirmative vote of the 
members Dresent. As many as are 
in favor of that motion will rise and 
stand until counted and the monitors 
will return the count. 

A viva voce vote being taken, forty
one having voted in the affirmative, 
and fifty-one in the negative, the mo
tion of the gentleman from Lewiston, 
Mr. Roy, that the rules be suspended 
and smoking be allowed, did not pre
vail. 

Mr. ROY: Mr. Speaker. I am sorry 
that this motion was not carried. It 
was for my own benefit, because I 
have never smoked in my life. and I 
ask the members if they will per
mit me to smoke. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman is 
out of order. 

Passed to Be Engrossed 
(S. P. 498) (S. D. 252). An act re

lating to the operation of Dortable 
sawmills. 

On motion by Mr. Littlefield of 
Kennebunk the House voted to re
consider its action whereby this bill 
was passed to be engrossed. 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD of Kenne
bunk: Mr. Speaker, I have an 
amendment that I wish to offer to 
Senate Document 252, bill an act re
lating to the operation of portable 
sawmills. 

Permission was given Mr. Little
field to offer the amendment. 

The amendment was read as fol
lows: 

House Amendment A to S. P. 498, 
S. D. 252, a bill an act relating to 
the operation of portable sawm!lls. 

Amend by striking out in the tenth 
line thereof the words "twenty-five" 
and inserting in place thereof the 
word "ten." 

Mr MELCHER of Rumford: Mr. 
Speaker, This matter was unani
mously decided in our committee and 
I hope the amendment will not pass. 
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Mr, LITTLEFIELD: Mr, Speaker, 
this is simply, if you look at your 
calendar, an amendment to Senate 
Document 252. The bill makes a port
able sawmill pay a license of 
twenty-five dollars to operate that 
sawmill. That was all right wilen 
e\'erybody had a large mill. l\'ow 
the liepnse today strikps all the little 
small guso1ine mills tlmt can go out 
here and operate and saw anywhere 
from three to fOur to five thousand 
feet of lumber a day. It did not 
s('em right to me, and the Depart
mf'nt did not ask for a twenty-fin' 
dollar lie(mse fee and did not n,ink 
the t\\'l'llty-fi\'e dollar Iicens" fee was 
rig'hl, and did think the,' (Jug'hl not 
to c)wrgc more than fiftel'll dollars. 
In New Hampshiro, where there a!'e 
a gTPat number of portable mills. 
they cha rge two dollars and send 
every mill a license plate the same 
as for automobil('s. I think, ;vlr. 
Sppaker. that the twonty-five dollar 
license fp8 has heen entirel;" or aJ
nlost entirf'ly, ignored all over the 
State. I (10 think that if you adopt 
this amendment. probahly every mill 
in the State will send the ten dollar 
fee, and r think it will be D great 
deal better. So I hope the motion 
will pre\'ail. 

:\Ir. i\IeK:KIGHT of Puland: 1\1r. 
Speaker, I am in [a\'or of tIle 
amendment proposed by the g('ntle
man from Kennt'lmnl{ (l\1r. Little
field). I ha \'e had some 8xlwrience 
with thesp portable mills in my town, 
and r think lwenty-fi\'c dollars is 
highway robhery. Many of them are 
rUl: by a gaso1ine engine, and ten 
dollars is enough. I favor the amend
ment proposed by Mr. Littlefidd. 

Mr. MELCHER: Mr. Speal<er, tIle 
members must all realize that there 
is a great deal of danger from the 
opemtion of these porta-ble sawmills, 
anc! anyone who has a stationary 
mil! knows \'ery well tllat portable 
mills are drh'ing these out of exist
ence. 'Ve had man v tllOusands of 
mills in this State 'paying a good 
]e&;'itimate tax, doing a legitimate 
business. Today the portable mills 
are driving out our stationary in
dustry. The portable sawmills come 
onto a traC't of land and cut up the 
lumber and go away and the town 
gets nothing from them unless they 
happened to be there the first day 
of April. It seems to me that every
one who is capable of and willing 
to run a portable mill should pay 

twenty-five dollars for the privilege. 
If vou I'un an automobile, you have 
to 'pay from ten to twenty-five dol
Jars. 'Vll,' silould they not pay a 
license fee when the people who are 
running station;::t ry miIlr.:; are paying 
a tax? 1 think twenty-fiv.e dolJ..'l.rs \" 
a \'ery reasonable tax. 

c\Ir. WHITE of Dyer Broole Mr. 
Speaker, 1 would like to say a word 
here. Being a farmer, sometimes I 
have employed these portable saw
mills. Tiv ,<,-;t'nt 1er:l:1n h01'[' sa:~...:; 
tIle\' are driving the larger miJIf' out 
of business. But this is the difficulty 
1 hu V(' found-that tllc lorg(' mills 
will not do al1)' cutting al all for the 
man who has only a small alYlount to 
be cut. They say it does not pay and if 
vou want ju~t a few tJlOusand log's 
sawed for y-;"ur own use, they say "\\'" 
cannot do it. We are sawing our own 
lumber and cannot do it." And you 
don't feel like going to thl' larger 
mills whf'n they do not wish (0 do it 
[or us. It seems to me it is placing 
a burd('n on (h0s(\ little operations 
Wllich afford a great accom /llodation 
to the public and to the fal'm,,!'s in 
gc,neral who wish to have some saw
ing clone I hope the amendment 
will prevail. 

1\Ir. LITTLEFIELD: ::\1r. Speaker, 
we ha\'" stationary mills. The gen
tleman from Rumford C:\1r. illeleher) 
cyidentlv thinks tl1at I bavp D kind 
of sclfi'sh motive in this. Now I 
want to saY right here that I am 
not the owrier of a portable mill or 
r'ven of a sn'v that go('s on a port
able mill. hut I do Ba v that the 
portahle mills pay a good tax. A 
portable mill. even thou.!,h not in tbe 
town of Rumford, has to pa; a tax, 
I mean a town tax, and they are al
ways v(>ry careful in tIle town where 
the portable mill iR to find every 
horse and everything that goes with 
that mill so that they may tax it. 
,Vhen he says that the portable mill 
pa,'s no tax, that is wrong. [iut the 
small mill goes around to th" farmer 
who has fifty thousand feet of lumber 
that he wants to s('lI. and sets up 
and saws his lumher, aIld he gets his 
money. The big mill says "You are 
too s~all. If you had a half million, 
I would saw it for you." 'hat is the 
wav all over this State. Anyone who 
ha~ followed up tllis portable mills 
business knows that is the WflY. I 
llOpe my amendment will prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The question be
fore the House is on the adoption of 
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House Amendment A to Senate 
Document 252. As many as are in 
favor of the adoption of House 
Amendment A will say aye: those 
opposed no. 

A viva voce vote being doubted, 
A diviRion of the House was had. 
Sixty-one having voted in the 

affirmative and 23 in the negative, 
House Amendment A to Senate Docu
ment 252 was adopted, and the bill as 
amended by House Amendment A 
was passed to be engrossed. 
Passed to be Engrossed-Continued 

(S. P. 525) (S. D. 267) An act to 
regulate the sale of cider. 

(S. P. 530) (S. D. 273) An act to 
incorporate Somerset Woods Trus
tees. 

(S. P. 541) (S. D. 293) An act to 
prohibit the use of more than two 
lines for fishing at any time in one 
boat or other vessel or conveyance in 
part of Rangele:v Chain of Lakes, 80-

called. 
(H. P. 673) (H. D. 236) An act to 

amend an Act to abOlish the Board 
of Public Works of the city of Lew
iston and to provide a Highway Com
mission. 

(H. P. 960) (H. D. 466) An Act 
relating to fees of deputy sheriffs in 
aHen(lance upon the courts. 

(H. P. 1090) (H. D. 531) An act 
relative to Stnte Aid apportioned to 
citics and to'vns for the improvemcnt 
of highways. 

(H. P. 1234) (H. D. 532) An act 
I'elating to the town of Gorham. 

(H. P. 891) (H. D. 534) An act 
relating to fees of witnesses. 

(H. P. 1097) (R. D. 536) An act 
to am'md the charter of the Belfast 
Water District so as to authorize the 
refunding of bonds, 

(H. P. 1237) (H. D. 5~3) An aet 
to create a game sanctuary in the 
town of Kennebunk, to be known as 
the Bragdon Wild Life Sanctuary. 

(H. P. 1238) (H. D. 539) An act 
to prohibit the trapping of muskrats 
in Ward Stream, in the towns of 
Newburg, Hermon and Hampden, in 
the county of Penobscot. 

(H. P. 1239) (H. D. 540) An act 
relating to the care and support of 
paupers and other dependent persons 
having no settlement within the 
State. 

(S. P. 459) (S. D. 229) An a< t 
in relation to filing of complaints 
,against removal of names from list 
.of q nalified voters. 

CH. P. 371) (H. D. 91) An act 

to establish and maintain free em
ployment offices. 

(H. P. 1228) (H. D. 520) An act 
to increase the salary of the Regi'l
ter of Def'ds in the county of An
droscoggin. 

(H. P. 1254) (H. D. 552) An act 
to create the Kennebec Reservoir 
Company and define the powers there
of. 

(S. P. 260) (S. D. 204) Resolve 
in favor of the Western Maine Sana
torium for the construction allnex 
to reception room. 

(S. P. 262) (S. D. 206) Resolve 
in favor of the N'orthern Maine Sana
torium for maintenance, personal 
services, repair and equipment. 

Mr. DKI~RING of Saco: Mr. Speak
er, in offering amendment A Twill 
make this explanation. Conferences 
between the committee on Appropria
tions and Financial Affairs and the 
trustees of the Sanatorium has cut 
down to some extent the amount of 
money asked for personal service and 
repnirs, and after those conferences 
we are satisfied that this amount is 
all right. 

House Amendment A to Stmate 
Papol' 262, Senate Document 206. Re
solve in favor of the Northern Sana
torium for maintenance, personal ser
vices, repairs and equipment. 

Am('nd said resolve by striking out 
the words "two hundred seven
t0en thousand tr"8e hundred and fifty 
dollars" in the first and second lines 
of said resolve and inserting in place 
thereof the words, two hundred 
six thousand dollars" also striking 
out the words "one hundred ten t1lOU

sand one hundre'l and twenty-five 
dollars" in the third line of said re
solve and inserting in place thrrE'of 
the words "one hundred and three 
thousand dollars": also striking out 
the words "thirty-seven thousand 
dollars" in the sixth and sevcnth 
lines of said resolve and inserting in 
place thereof the words "thirty-four 
thousand five hundred dollars"; also 
striking out the words "thirteen 
thousand one hundred and twenty
five dollars" in the eighth line of 
said resolve and inserting in 
place thereof the words eight 
thousand five hundred"; also strik
ing out the words "one hun
dred seven thousand two hundred and 
twenty-five dollars" in the ninth and 
tenth lines of said resolve and in
serting in place thereof the words 
"one hundred and three thousand 
dollars;" also strikine- out the words 
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"thirty-seven thousand dollars" in 
the thirteenth line of said resolve and 
inserting in place thereof the words 
"thirty-four thousand five hundred 
dollars"; also striking out the words 
"ten thousand two hundt'ed and 
twenty-five dollars" in the fourteenth 
line of said resolve and inserting in 
place tllereof the words "eight thou
sand five hundred dollars." 

Thereupon Howle Amendment A 
was adopted, and the resolve was 
passed to be engl'ossed s amended 
by HOllse Amendment A, 

(S, P. 207) (S D. 210) Resolve in 
favor of the Central Maine Sana
torium for maintenance, personal 
sen'ices, repairs and equipment, 

(S, p, 268) (S. D. 211) Resolve in 
fa\'or of the Central Maine San'l
torium for the construction and 
equipment of a NUl'ses' Home. 

(R. p, 5G3) (H, n GoO) Resolve in 
fa VOl' of the tmvn of SUIT,'. 

(R. 1'. 123G) (H. n 537) Resolve in 
fa\'or of the town of Sherman to as
sist in th" support of a pauper. 

Rpsnln, in favor of ,,';','stern 
l\inine Sanatorium for rl1aintenance, 
persOlwl services, repairs and equip
ment (S. P. 259) (S, D. 203). 

Resolyp appropriating monE'Y [or 
tl10 compiling and publication of 
(lata concerning the resources of tl18 
State (S. P. 503) (S, D. 270). 

(Tabh-d by Mr. Eus!i,; of Strong 
pending passage to be engrossed. 

Til0 SPEAKER: There will be in
troduc8d at this time two reports 
from a committee on '1 matter which 
does not appear on the calendar 
which wiII facilil:1.te in the printing 
over th" week end. 

Majority report of the committee 
on Legal Affairs on bill an act re
lating to prohibiting business '1:1(1 
recreation on Sunday H P 469 H 
D. 120, reporting t.hat· tl;", ,;~m~ 
ought not to pass, the report being 
signed hy the following members: 

Messrs. MORRISOX of F'ranklin 
D"VINAL of Knox 

--of the Senate 
LITTLEFIELD of Kenne

bunk 
GOOD"VIN of Sanford 
BLAISDELL of Franklin 

Miss LAUGHLIN of Portland 
Messrs. FULLER of Southwest 

Harbor 
SARGE='IT of Brewer 

-of the House 

Minority report of same committee 
on the same bill reporting that the 
same ought to pass in a new draft 
under same title, the report being 
signed by the following members: 

Mr. HOLMES of Androscoggin 
-of the Senate 

Mr. McCART of Eastport 
-of the House 

On motion by 1\1r. Hamel of Lew
iston a viva voee vote being taken 
both ,'eports were tabled pending 
tIle acceptance of either and special
ly assigned for Tuesday, April 5 and 
tile new draft ordered printed. 

Senate order, out of order. 
Ordered, the House concurring 

tlmt when the Senate and House ad
jou)'n tbey adjourn to meet Monday, 
Arll'il 4. at 4.30 o'clock in the after
nOD, 

in the Senate read and passed: 
In tile House: 
:\11'. HALE of Portland: 1\11'. Speak

er, 1 would like to inquire wheU,,,!' 
it would be in order and in further
nnet' of public business if we shou1d 
lay tlmt on the table until later this 
ulol'ning? 

The SPEAKEH: 'rhe Chair will 
state that it is in ordc'r and possibly 
\\ ould he in furtherance of business. 

;:dr. HALE: 1\11'. Speaker, I moye 
that tlte order lie on the table to be 
taken up later lfl the fon'noon. 

:\Tr. LITTLEFIELD of Kennebunk: 
:\11'. Speaker, I may be wrong, but 
the),e arl' !:l1embers of tMs House 
who would like to go home this nOoln 
if ther(' is to be no session tomorrow. 
,Ve han' got a good attendance here 
and I tllink it would l'e a nice time 
to \'ote on this question so that if 
some wiHll to go home this noon they 
tl1ay gu if \ve are not going to ha '~,;e a 
Hession until 1\Ionclay night, 

1\11'. HALE: MI'. Speaker, of COUl'se 
all the members realize that this or
der in\'ol\'es the' whole question i)f 
when we are going to adjourn and 
how we [ire going to dispatch our 
husinoHs. I am sorry to hear the 
gentleman from Kennebunk (M!'. 
Littlefield) talk about members who 
wish to go home this noon. We hav" 
got these power matters on the cal
endar for today. ,Ve will not get to 
them until half past ten or later and 
r do not see how we can possibly 
clean them up with the other mat
ters that are on our calendar in the 
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torenoon session. It seems to me we 
must have a session this afternoon; 
and I have in mind that as there is 
no session of the highway investiga
tion committee we might have a ses
sion at half past. two or three 
o'clock this afternoon to clean up the 
rest of our calendar. Then if we 
could have a session tomorrow morn
ing, even if the Senate were not in 
session, 1 imagine the members 
would like to do so provided there is 
any chance of adjourning a wef,k 
from Saturday. I do not believe any
body wants to throwaway such pos .. 
sihility Simply for the tempcll'ary 
convenience of having tomorrow at 
hmne. Tlmt woule! be as much of a 
convenience to me as it would to 
anyone, and of course I woulcl wel
come the time, but 1 think we 'ill 
want to get through. I think the 
members will welcome an expressiOll 
of opinion from the Chair if the 
Chair thinks it proper to make one. 

1\11'. STURGIS of Auburn: Mr. 
Speaker, 1 would like to inquire of 
the gentleman from Portland, Mr. 
Hale, if there is any possibility ot 
getting through a week from Sutur
clay should we stay here this after
noon? 

'.rhe SPEAKER: The gentlem'lD 
may ans\ver if he \vish{:~s. 

:\11'. HALE: The opinion of the 
Chair is probably better than mine. 
r will say that I talked with the Clerk 
of the House lust night and he said 
that he still thought an adjournment 
a week from Saturday wus possible. 
I think 1 am quoting him correctly. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair wtIl 
state that from what it can learn 
the adjournment on April 9 depends 
largely on the committee on ,,vays 
and Bridges. By reason of the in
vestigation now going on their work 
has been somewhat delaycd. Possi
bly the gentleman from Prcsque 
Isle, Mr. Kitchen, can ad vise us 
whether he thinks that committee 
can complete its work in time to ad
journ next week. 

Mr. KITCHEN: Mr. Speaker, the 
Ways and Bridges committee is tied 
up on account of this investigation 
and I think it depends on how long 
the investigation will continue. If 
it should continue well into next 
,veek, it would be impossible for the 
committee to complete its work in 
time to so adjourn. That is all I 
can say. 

TIle SPEAKER: The Chair be
lieves that adjournment depends al-

most entirely on the work of that 
committee and how soon its reports 
are in. 

Mr. HALE: Mr. Speaker, may 
inquire of the gentleman from 
Presque Isle, or of any other gentle
man who thinks he can answer It, 
what the effect would be if the High
way investigation could be conclud
ed in say two more hearings. 

'l'he SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Presque Isle may answer or 
an y otl101' gentleman. 

1\11'. KITCHE::-.r: Mr. Speaker, I 
don't l,now as I can answer that 
with any degree of accuracy. 1 know 
that our committee has a lot of work 
to attend to and our executive ses· 
f;ions of course have been interfered 
\\·ith. T woul<l not attpmpt to mn k,' 
an answer any further than that 
if the investigation can be coml~leted 
\'f'ry early next week, it might I,e 
possible for us to get through by a 
\\~p('l{ from Saturday if everything 
\\~orked favorably. 

,\11'. HALE: 1\11'. Speaker, if I may 
speak a third, fourth or fifth time ,.n 
this mattE:!', I do think that most d 
the ~l1embcrs would like to adjoUl 11 

" week from tomorrow if we can, 
and I (Io not think we want to throw 
owa,' tl18 possibility of that adjourn
mE>nt, even though it is a slight 
possibility, by omitting a session to
rnot'l'O,v morning, and my own dis
position is that we do not concur 
in the joint order that is before us. 

:\11'. LITTLEFIELD of Kennebunk, 
Mr. Speuker-

The SPEAKER: The Chair has al
lowed a great deal of latitude on a 
motion to table which is not debat
able, !Jut this is a matter of coursc 
of interest to every member. The 
g~entlefllan may proceed. 

Mr. HALE: Mr. Speaker, I with
draw the motion to table. 

:\11'. LITTLEFIELD: Mr. Speaker, 
what I was going to say is this: Any 
member of this House who has been 
lwre at other sessions will remem
ber what takes place on the last 
day. If you try to put our business 
all through next week, there are one 
hundred and forty six members in 
this House who will not know what 
Ims happened to their bills. That's 
the way it will turn out. When you 
get in here with a cloud of these 
papers going up through the air, 
somebody grabbing yOU this way and 
that and leading you off out into the 
corridor, no one knows what is go
ing on. Everyone knows and Mr. 
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Hale knows that there is no possi
bility of our getting through next 
week. Mr. Kitchen knows there ;s 
no such possibility, I can tell that hy 
the way he talks. (Laughter) As a 
matter of fact there is no use trying 
to pull the wool over these fellows' 
eyes. It can't be done, and I move 
the previous qucstion, Mr. Speak,'!'. 

The SPEAKER: If the gentleman 
will withdraw his motion for the 
previous question, the Chair will at 
once put it. 

(A t this point Honorable William 
Tudor Gardiner, Speaker of the last 
House was escorted by the Messen
ger to a seat beside Speaker Martin, 
the members rising and applauding). 

The SPEAKER: The question be
fore the House is upon tile passage 
of the order from the Senate provid
ing that when the House adjourns to
day it be until 4.30 on Monday next. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
order received passage in concur
rence. 

Passed to be Enacted 
An act to amend Section 55 of 

Chapter 2 of the Hevised ~tatutes, 
relating to the Secretary of State. 

An act to provide a town manager 
form of governm'ent for the town of 
Camden. 

An act to increase the salary of 
the Judge of the 'Vesten. SonlPrset 
::VIllnicipal court. 

An act relating to certain State 
Parl<s. 

An act relating to application for 
license to build or extend whan'es 
an(1 fisll weirs. 

An act relating to tl1P Oxford 
County Agricultural Society. 

An act to define "Storage Eggs" 
and "ProcPRspd Eg'g's" and to regulate 
certain details of the sale and distri
bution of the same. 

An act relating to the survey and 
sale of wood. 

An ad relating to bounty on por
C'upinPR or ht·dgehog-s. 

A n act rplating to thp use of ~'ines 
W0;'·S. nets and artificial flies. 

An act relating to the Kennebec 
County Agricultural Socipty at Read
field. 

Finally Passed 
Resolve to reimburse Reed Planta

tion for ~upport of a sta te pauper. 
Resolve to rPimburse the town of 

Kingman for support of Thomas Ro
hichaud, a state pauppr. 

Resolve to reimburse .he town of 
Vanceboro for support of Otis L. 
Crocker, a State paupel 

Resolve to reimburse the city of 
Old Town for SUPPOl't cf Joseph Pel
key, a state pauper. 

Resolve to reimburse the city of 
Old Town for support of GpIl"ge 
Loring and family, Indians. 

[{('solve to reimburse the town of 
Richmond for support of Arthur H. 
vVeel>:s and family, State paupers. 

Resolve reimbursing town of Ma
chiasport for medical expenses of 
Indians. 

ReSOlve to reimburse the town of 
Lebannon for support of Mary l\faw
son and child, State paupers (H. P. 
825) (H. D. 508). 

Orders of the Day 
Mr. HALE of Portland: Mr. Speak

er, I mov" that the rules be sus
pended and that we take up at the 
present time the following measures: 

An act to provide for the exporta
tion of surplus power S. P. 523, S. D. 
259 and House Amendments A. Band 
C, also 

An act to create a commission to 
investigate and to negotiate a com
pact, rpgarding ,vater po\ver and 
electricity in New England, S. P. 524, 
S. D. 262 and Senate Amendment A, 
also 

An act to amend tbe cbarters of 
all corporations making, generating. 
selling, distributing and supplying 
plectricity, R. P. 11, S. D. 6, also 

An a0t to amend the charters of 
l\Iaine corporations incorporatpd for 
transmission of electricity and to 
limit the rights of forpign corpora
tions authorized to do business in 
Maine for similar pur,poses, S. P. 522, 
S. D. 261. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Portland, Mr. Hale, moves that 
the rules be suspended and that the 
sevpral so-called wa tpl' power bills 
which were especially assigned for 
today be taken up out of order at 
this time. 

The motion prevailed. 
Mr. HALE: ::VII'. Speaker, I move 

that Spnate Document 259 as amend
ed bv House Amendments A. Band 
C be' now ]Jassed to be engrossed. I 
should like to addrec"! the House on 
that motion. 

Mr. ,Speaker and members of this 
Legislaturp : 'Ye al'p now comp to tbe 
consideration of those measures 
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which, in the eyes of the people of 
this 8tate are, 1 think, the most im
portant measures of the present 
seSSIOn. 1 should like to have them 
as fully and fairly debated as may 
be in this House. 

(At this pomt Mr. Dudley of Cal
ais, assumed the Chair amid the ap
plause of the House, the members 
rismg.) 

Mr. HALE continuing: 1 will say 
what 1 want to say in as brief com
pass as possible. There are four bills 
for consideration today. There were 
two other bills, one introduced by the 
Sellator ,rom Kennebec, :Nil'. ,Maher, 
anll one by the gentleman from Cape 
Elizabeth, Mr. Chase. Those two 
lJills h<1\'e been unanimously reported 
ought not to pass. And 1 think it 
is only fair and courteous to say 
now that that unw\ol<1ule !'l'llOl't Oil 
those bills is no reliection either up
on the merits of the [lil1s Or upon 
the gentlemen in question. The mer
its of the, bills wen' r< cogniz('d by 
e\'l'iTLJody and they were l,nown 
to lJl' since'l'l' and uonstl'UcU ve 
at tClllpts at tile solution of a 
gH'at jH'oLlC'm. 1 would lil,e to say 
tnat 1 1l"21 ,·cry grateful tor the COil 

tributioll of thesc two mcn to the 
solution 01' this pl'olllem, and very ap
lll'( eiatiy" of tlleir courtesy in yield~ 
ing up any IH~l'sollal prestige or glOl'Y 
til",y might oiJl'lin from thosc mC<1~ 

sures for ,vhat tlwy teel to be the 
int('rests of 1 ill' St'lte 'lS a whole. 
'1'l1esc gentlemen stand with me to~ 

day in ul'ging 11110n yuu the passage 
of the Smith bill as the most im
portant and constl'ucti ve of these 
power bills. 

l'\ow I take it that any discussion 
of w'lte]· power in tllis State must 
necessarily stan \yitil the Fernald 
Law which is in sections 1 and 2 of 
chapter 60 in the Reyised Statutes, 
and which provides that "no corpor~ 
ation"-'lnd I call the 'lttention of 
the House to the fact that the Fern
ald Law does not hinder any indi
viclual or any group of individuals, 
but only corporations-"unless ex
pressly 'luthorized so to do by spe,· 
ei'll act of the Legislature, shall 
transmit or convey beyond the con
fines of the State for the purpose of 
furnishing po,ver, heat or light, any 
electric current generated directly or 
indirectly by any water power in this 
State." 

I call attention of the House to 
the fact that the Fernald bill does 

not effect in any way electric en
ergy generated by steam. 

"Nor sell or furnish directly or in
directly to any person, firm or cor
poration, any electric current so gen
erated to be transmitted or conveyed 
beyond the confines of the State for 
any such purposes. Nothing in this 
section, however, shall prevent any 
railroad corporation doing business 
in this State [rom transmitting elec
tric current, however generated, be
yond the confines of the State for the 
purpose of operating its road be
tween some point in this State and 
any point or points beyond its con
fines." 

Then there is a [urthei' provision 
that the act shall not apply to any 
corporation engaged in tr'lnsrnitting 
electl"ic current beyond the confines 
of the State when the act went into 
effect. And the second section pro~ 
vides a penalty for violation. 

Now a good deal has been said 
about the constitutionality of the 
1,'el'llald Law. That is a matter which 
I do not think is very useful or 
profitable to discuss. I do not want 
to discuss any of these po\ver mea
sures in a legal or technical manne'" 
I do not think the 'House wants to 
uothe1" with that. I had much sym
paLllY \vith 111Y frit'nd fronl Bangor 
here when he said, the other day, 
that lawyers were too willing to 
chatter 'lbout constitutionality. No
hody knows whether the Fernald Law 
is constitutional. ::\11'. Frankfurter 
has said that no good lawyer would 
express a positive opinion on tile 
point one way 01' another. But the 
prilIc-iple of the Fernald Law is the 
principle of embargo. It is the prin
ciple of restricting commerce between 
the States. It is the principle of cut
ting off tlw producer from his natur~ 
al. or what may be his natural, mar
ket. And I think that thc principle 
is unsound in theory 

I 'llso think that it has shown it
self unsound in practice. In 1909 
people said th'lt if you did not take 
the water power of Maine away to 
the industries, the industries would 
come to the w'lter powers That ar
gument had a cert'lin captivation and 
it has captiyated. And there has 
been a slogan of keeping the pay
rolls in Maine, It sounds pretty 
fairly good; but as far as I can see 
and understand, it never has worked 
It has not, so far as I know, brought 
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industries into Maine. It has not, 
so far as I can see, brought pros
perity to Maine. It is not, so far 
as I can see, bringing industries into 
Maine today, and it is not likely to 
bring industries into Maine; and it 
has had a perfectly pestilential effect 
on politics in this State. It has be
fuddled the minds of people who 
should have been devoting their en
ergies to more Yital and more con
structive matters. I cordially agree 
with the sentimcnt which was excel
lently expressed by my friend from 
Cape Fllizabeth (Mr. Chase) at the 
hearing, that now is the time to do 
something intelligent about watel' 
power. 

Xow if tIle F"1'nald Law has not 
\yul'l,ed in tilt' lasL e1gh teen years, 
anll 1 tilink eighteen years is a fair 
trut!, a fait' period for trial, I do not 
thiri!, ther<' is 1'ilUch to be grrinpd by 
'waiting !lnti! 1840, as someone sug
gests, or e\'en until 1 !J:JO. I think \\'~; 

can settle ihis thing now. I think 
\\'E' can settle it iocl:lY, I think the 
Eighty-third Legislatu]'e will haH' 
achiey<,d some genuine credit in ihis 
~trrte jf it can scttlc- this question 
today. As r said, the Fernald Law 
llas not worked in cighic'en years. I 
tllink it will work worse in the next 
fel\' ye,J.l'S if ~'ou l<'i tIle State go on 
under it. And tho ren~on8 for my 
thinldnC\' that ,,,'P, lll'lefly these: 

First, that tl", ,,'ater powers of 
l\Ia,ine an' of H1uch It'ss inlport::-tnC'f" 
speakillg nationally, Own they h[1,:e 
generally been rq)re~('r,tcd to b('. 
S('('()!Hlly, tllat "asif'l' [mcl more cr
f(cli'i.TE' 1ransmission uf oth<'r pu\vers 
mak,'s them a. smaller facto!' than 
we lwlie\-ef1 them to ])C', 'l'lli!'flly, th:d 
t1w competition oj' stf';Jm p(l\\-el' is 
PO i'pal as to rah .. ;p thf' ql1Psiion fair
ly \vlH,tl:('r h~,'(]ro-e;ectl'ic po\yprs 
will play a pal':nllOunt or even an 
important pal'! in tit" economic 
life of tlw next gerH'l'ation; T merrn, 
a vitnlly impol'iant part. And I 
think T will adel io tllat , fOUI'tll fac
tor which is w-ry yague and ycry 
indC'terminate, But all of us who 
read the Sunday supplements. from 
which m,' I{nowledge of science 
comes, are conscious of inventions 
and deyices whicll are being perfect
ed toda)', "'hich may, peY'llaP~ in the 
compass of a single year, give the 
worlc1 methods of generating energy. 
-I do not lmow whether th(')" might 
be> [rom sunlight or from sen water 

or from radium or from something 
else,-which would make the hydro
electric powers of Maine a mere 
curiosity. That is a matter of spec
ulation. We won't bother about it. 

I have in my hand the report of 
the Associated Industries of Massa
chusetts of the Power Investigating 
Committee. I will not both('1' you 
with the names of all the committee. 
They are engineers. The committee 
was a fact-finding committee. They 
were not recommending legislation. 
They were simply stating the facts. 
Tlwy stated this about the water 
powers of the Province of Quebec: 
"The total water power on the rivers 
of the Province of Quebec is esti
mated to be about 15,000,000 con
tinuous horse power, of which 10,-
000,000 i;; within five hundred miles 
of Boston." 

\\TO ha \-(' in Maine about one and 
a (juart"r milliun horse power, about 
onF-lralf million deyeloped and the 
n'Rt undevelopcd. Tlmt is to say, 
the Province of Quebec has ten 
times th(: available; hor~e power that 
tile sta It" of Maine llas, and two
tllinls of that hOl'se power is avail
allle in Boston. 

The same report says that It is en
tiJ'e:y jJn]cticrrhle to t;'cmsl1lit that 
pO\Yt-'r to Boston. And they anaylz(' 
the politic,ji situation and say it is 
most llnlikl'ly tllat the Province of 
Clucbec Ot' the T)ornlnlon nf C;ln:1(l'l 

wOll](1 forb iei tlw t transmission. "It 
seerns to be fair 1.0 conclude tlrat 
Qu('lJt'C lH'ed not fear ;tny PO\V('l' 
shortage within tiftv or 111(:1'(\ years if 
a substantial amount of its' hyilro
t:.;I(>ctl'lC' fH)\vC'r is tran~rnitt('d to Ke\v 
.BJngland." 

Tlwt, J think, is the ,situation 
which calls [or our consideration, 
An!1 tllat, I think, is a factor which 
Illn.\-;;:es the Fernald La\v. \vhich nlakes 
the water power of :l\1aine, less anc1 
less likely to jw a dominant factor 
in the ]lower situation of I\nv Eng
land. 

And tlwn, a word as to "lectric 
power g(en('rated by stram, I noticed 
in ihe papers the other clay Hn item 
about rr corporation (I think it was 
the "Allied Chemical and Dye 
Company") which is sp('n(1ing' $125,-
000,000 for a steam plant on tide wa
ter in Virginia. I know that in my 
own town tIle Cumberland County 
Power and Light Company, which 
had very good hydro-electric powers 
und,weloped on the Saco River, and 



844 LEGISLATIVE ItECORD-HOUSE, APRIL 1 

had storage which they could de
velop on the Saco River, elel:ted in
stead to erect a steam plan t at tide 
water in Portland Harbor, feeling 
that that was the more economical 
method of generating electric energy. 
Of course their feeling on that ques
tion came only after an exhaustive 
study of the whole situatIOn by 
thoroughly competent engineers You 
can erect, as I understand it, a steam 
plant for something like one hundred 
dollars a horse power; and a hydro
electric plant with any powe.rs that 
we have, costs over two hundred 
dollars a horse power or something 
like that. I am told that Muscle 
Shoals Development is reported to 
have cost four hundred and fifty dol
lars a horse power--four and one
baIf times the cost of the steam elec
tric generation of power. That is in 
spite of the fact that coal has not 
decreased in price. But the efficiency 
of these steam stations has increased 
out of all ratio to the efficiency of 
hydro-electric stations. The gcntle
man from Cape Elizabeth. (Mr. 
Chase) at the hearing, gave figures 
on that. 1 think he said-I hope he 
will correct me if I am mistaken
tl1at the steam efficiency, that is, the 
amount to be generated from a ton 
of coal, has increased two and a half 
times in the last ten years Or so, 
while the efficiency of a hydro-elec
tric station has not increrrsed at all. 

Now, Mr. Sperrker and members, I 
am not a pessimist about 'Maine. I 
am not a defeatist about Maine. I 
believe in the future of thiS State. 
But I do not believe this State ha~ a 
future unless the people of this State 
can put all the intelligence and all the 
vision and all the foresight and all 
the wisdom at their command into 
making the State a prosperous and 
happy community. The reason I am 
standing up here and talking about 
this bill is that I believe there is be
hind this bill and there is with the 
people who are interested in this bill 
some vision of something of value 
for the economic life of this State. I 
feel that this State. in the last few 
years. even in the last two gener
ations, has been somehow f'conomi
cally undernourished. 

I was impressed the other day. when 
I had occasion to make a study of 
the life of one of the great lawyers 
in Maine. Chief .rustice John /\ pple
ton, who died a generation figO, He 
was born in a little town in New 

Hampshire and graduated from Bow
doin College a little over a hundred 
years ago near the head of his class, 
and was a promising young man, and 
started in to practice law-and 
where did he go? He went to the 
town of Dixmont and practiced law 
in Dixmont for a while, and then 
practiced law in Sebec. After a 
while hp practiced law in L~angor. He 
became Chief Justice of Maine, and 
was one of the greatest lawyers we 
ever had; and he ga \'e the early part 
of his life to these little rural com
munities. And those are the commu
nities in Maine that I am interested 
in. 

'When John Appleton lived in 
Sebec, it was three times as big as it 
is now. When I went to the Law 
School I saw a lot of bright young 
men and they went to practice law 
in New York and Boston and Chi
cago and St. Louis and San Fran
cisco. I did not see any of tllem go
ing to Dixmont. I did not 
see any John Appletons going to Se
hec. But I would lil<e to see some 
John Appletons in Sebec and Dix
mont. I looked it up in the Maine 
Register here and found that when 
'Yiscasset heard the guns fire on Fort 
Surnpter, it \yas twiCe as big a to\vn 
as it is today. Ten years before tbe 
Civil War the town of Appleton, in 
"'hich my friend, Mr. Tburston, lives, 
the rural community in which be says 
he is interested, was three times as 
large a;; today. 

You Can find that all over Maine. It 
is not rigbt. I want to do something 
about it. I would not be standing 
here talldng about this bill unless I 
thouF:ht it was going to do something 
ahout it. 1 do not see what Maine is 
going to gain from f'uspieion or fear 
or distrust or all this vague unCer
tainty about foreign capiTal. How dif
ferent is all our old talk about the 
"octopus" from the China ITlan'g talk 
about the foreign devil? There is too 
much anti-foreignism in Maine. There 
are these people, the Insulls; they 
come here and they put a lot of money 
into Maine industry, into public utili
ties companies. Tbey want to build
and this is no secret-they want to 
(levelop power on the upper Kennebec. 
It is a development of 150,000 horse 
power, which would seli, if thpy sold 
it at all, as I understand it, 1,400,000,-
000 kilowatt hours of horse power as 
against 4(}0,OOO;OO'O killowatt hours of 
horse power that are being sold today 
hy the three major public utilities 
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companies of this State, namely, our 
companv in Portland. the CU111berland 
County' Power and Light Company; 
the one here in Augusta. the Central 
l\Taine 1 lower Campa BY; and the one in 
Bangor, the Bangor Hydro-Electric 
C0111V:lny. Now they cannot sell lSO,-
000 horse power in Bingham. They 
cannot sell 150,000 horse power in 
J\Iaine. You might as well tell Henry 
Ford that he has got to solI all his 
(';ll'~ Oll (In(~ street in Dctroit as to eX

pect 150,000 horse power to be devel
oped on the upper K,otl11ebec and await 
local tal,ers. Until the industries do 
come to the powor there must be an 
outside marl,pt for that power; "nd 
\ylWll the po\ver is developed, I believe, 
the industries will come to that pow
cr. I do not believe Uw t industries 
\yill CUllle to unde\'elolJed po\ver. If 
you ha\'e the power waiting for tIle 
industry and the industry waiting for 
the de\'elopment of the )lower, you "re 
110t gf'tting anywhere. I do not think 
:\Tcl ine has gotten [l ny\vhere in the last 
18 years. 

Now "'hat is this Smith bill? 
,,'i II not go into the thing section 11Y 
section. In our comn1ittp8 -we thresh
ed it alit night after night allOut this 
provision and that pro\'i~ion :lnd the 
-other l1royision. \\'"e llaye proouc0d a 
araft hel'e \\Thich \y(' think is a fair bill. 
lt is silllply a fair proposition to sub
mit to tlw IJeople of "faine wheth
er they will do Kunwthing about the 
t'C'oJlntllic question \vlth \\'hich \\'e are 
concerned. Hones'Lly, I do not see why 
that bill should not pass this House 
,,,ith thp same unanimity ,vith \vhi('11 
,ye ])ns~e(i the hill the last session to 
incorporate Dexter P. Cooper, ,vhen 
not one soul voted against it. I ,vas 
Jlroud of that Legislature. I ,viII he 
Vroud of this Legislature if they do 
t he ~:nY)0 thing. 

Now, [ thinl' I ought to say just a 
"'ord about the other hills. The Oal<cs 
bill, so-call ed, is a compact measure. 
I hav(' nothing ag'ainst it. I have no 
genuine hostility toward it. I have 
no hostility of any kind to\\'ard it ex
cept that I do not think it is a way 
out of the woods for Maine. Now that 
bil1 provides-l just \vant you to see 
the hurdles that are in its course. In 
the first place, we would have to pass 
that bill in ::\Iaine. In the second 
]l1"C'e. the New Hampshire Legisla
ture which. as I understand it, is as 
near adjournment as ours. would han, 
to pa ss a similar bill. In the third 
llhco. the Massachusetts LeiUslature 
would have to pass a similar bill. Be-

fore you can g~t anything going, all 
that must be done this year. Under 
those three several pieces of Jegisla
tlOll Re\-eral cOflllnissionprs must be 
ap})ointed in each state. 'l'hey have 
g'oi to 111eet and neg'otia te a COllI pact
a compact about \\'hat? About the joint 
rpsourcp.s of 1fas:-.:achuse-tts, .:\few 
Hampshir" and :\Iaine? .'>ot at all. 
But a C0111pact about our \-vater power, 
our V("'y own. They ha ve got to nego
tiate a compact ahout that. and then 
go IJack to thee tlll'eC' sev~ral Legisla
tures and Ray "~O\\', gentlemen. that 
it what we have done. This is the 
('olllpact we have dra \\'n. and \\-e think 
it is all rig'ht." And the Legislatures 
have got to sit down and taU\: it over 
and see whether it is all right. Now 
the Legislature cannot say "You are 
good felluws and you did well in the 
first rorty-four sections but you got 
it wrong in the forty-fifth am1 went a 
little too far in th,' fortY-Rixth. and 
we dOIl't like the punctuation in the 
forty-seventh." They must ratify the 
compaet exaL'tl~' as it is or e]s(>- send 
the whole thing back and begin all 
f)\'er again. And when they ha\'e the 
result, they mllst go to Congress and 
the Congress must ratify it. And if 
Congress js not l)usy ,vith Nicarag·uan 
affairs or the Boulder Dam, ,yhich does 
i11vol \-e joint resources, the Congress 
may do something about it. And the 
action 0(' Congress will last ho,v long? 
.Just until Congress changes its mind. 
And if the people of l\lassachusetts 
get diflsatisfied with the compact that 
"ras lllcule al1(l go to Congress and ask 
Congress tu ehallge its Inind, \vho, I 
ask you, ,yill have n10re influence in 
Cong-ress-l\Taine, \vith four congress
n1en, and a tendency to three, or the 
grC'at comlllonwealth of l\Iassachu
sdts? As I say, I have no hostility 
to the Oal<es bill. If the members of 
this Legislature want to pass the bill 
and appoint these con1missloners, and 
give it a fair trial, I am perfectly 
willing to gi\'e it a fair trial, but I 
am not willing to pin any faith upon 
it as a solution at tho present time 
of this que-stion. 

I sa,' in passing. that the Smith 
bill has elaborate> prOYISlOnS for 
avoiding difficulties of federal 
control I will not discuss 
all that technical situation-I 
cannot agree that the peo]lle 
cnnnot und('l',,-,t;,-)'ld tllat ph~lSP of 
the Smith bill, the referendum, 
just as well as tIle engineering and 
economic features. If the Smith bill 
is a bad bill, the people will vote 
against it. I think it is a good bill. 
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I cannot see any objection fairly to 
be urged from any source to its be
ing referred to the people. You will 
remember that yesterday there were 
amendments offered to the Smith bill 
Which would postpone the referen
dum on that measure to May, 1928; 
and there was another amendment 
which made all provisions of the 
Smith bill subject to any compact 
which might be made between this 
State and other states; the purpose 
of this amendment, as I understand 
it, being to giYe the compact a 
chance, as the Governor said. And 
if you can do anything with the com
pact in a year,-as he is optimistic 
enough to suppose you can, and I am 
pessiruistic enough to suppose you 
cannot,- if you can do anything 
within a yea I', then you can pass the 
Smith bill or not, as you like. 11 will 
be dependent on the compact. But 
if nothing has been done with the 
compact, the people will still ha \'e a 
chance to vote on this measure and 
you will not have to wait two more 
years. 

Now, Mr, Speaker, I had a great 
ambition to be brief on this subject, 
and I am going to try to be brief, I 
have sat llere through this session 
and through two pI'cYious sessions 
;H1(1 I hnxe ,"oted for [t g'l'pat many 
lTwasures, I 1,ave votee1 to protect 
the toguc in 'Vood pone'l, Little \Vco(l 
]lond, Little Big Wood poncl, Holel> 
ponel and Attean pond; I yot (d to 
changp tIle name of that little body 
of watel' in Hancock county from 
Tunk j)onC! to Tunl, lake; I haye \'ot,,(1 
!'O!' lho protc,etion of yellowlegs, botl' 
the gre,del' yelIowlc'g and th" lesser 
yellowleg' (In ughter') and I voted that 
the Chickadpp be designated a State 
Bit'd, It seems to me doubtful 
whother tile fish will he any more 
numerous in Tunk lake than tlwy 
were in Tunk pond, or whether they 
will bite any hettel', I have ne,'er 
s('en a yellowl('g and I am not at all 
sure that I eye']' want to see one, 
(Laughter) And I question whether 
the Chickadee wIlen, three mont11s 
hence this resolvc takes effect,-- I 
question whether the Chickadee when 
the consciousness of that meaSUl'e 
sweeps over it, will sing any more 
sweetly, (Laughter) 

I am ambitious, Mr, Speaker, and 
members of this House, to do some
thing in a large, constructive, real 
way for the State of Maine, I do not 
ohject to all that other 1('".i8Iation. 
But I thinl, if we spend a \\,inter here 

and cannot do better and bigger and' 
more constructive things than that, 
we had better have stayed at home, 
And because I believe that this bill 
means something real to Maine, 
something vivifying and helpful to 
the rural communities of this State, 
I ask the House to support it and 
help our State. (Prolonged Ap
plause) 

Mr, MARTIN of Augusta: Mr, 
Speaker and members of the House: 
As Speaker. any man, of course, has 
the right to vote and has the right 
from the fioor to speak, as any other 
member, And today I want to say a 
few words, and what I say is ex
temporaneous in regard to this mat
ter. I speak simply as a nember from 
Augusta, one of the two representa
tives il'om Augusta; and I feel it is 
my duty to say a few words, First, 
because I lJplieve that my constituents 
want me to, and I know that it is 
their sincere wish that Augusta han, 
one of its representatives speak on 
this matter, bec:ause they feel very 
keenly about this meaSUI'C, Ancl 
secondly, it is a matter of State-wide 
importance, and I feel personally. iJe
lieving as I do absolutely in tllC 
merits of the bill, that I should be 
remiss in my duty to my ('onstitll" 
cnts and to tnyself if I did not go lIn 

record in favor of it. 1 l'('alize th8l 
this matter, like nearly ('very gTeat 
matter that comes before tl1is Lc'gis
latn!'e, is one upon whicll men and 
\\'omen Can honestly cliffer, The nwn 
and wompn who do not agTc", with 
t1.is bill are absolutely as sincere in 
tllCir loyalty to the State of I,laine 
as we who do agree with tile bill, 
And if tl10!'e is anything that I dis
like in this hall or elsewhere, it is 
to heRr directly or indirectly the 
motives of men and women impugned 
as to their positions on tills, I realize 
that I may 11C wrong in the position 
I take as well as the people \\'110 op
]Jose this position may be wrong, 

'Ve all have one common motiYe, 
and that is to do something for the 
State of !\raine, I am mm'eel, in tIle 
support of this bill, primarily because 
1 bC'liryc that it would be to the 
economic advantage of Maine, In the 
elty of Augusta, the wheels of indus
try, are not very lively, The Ed
,yards mills, our largest industry, has 
been running and operating only a 
few days a week for the last year or 
so, I am advised, Nearly a month 
ngo, for the first time probably in 
theil' history, at least as long as I 
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can remember, they had to go to the 
City Government and request a re
bate in their taxes. Our shoe factor
ies are running only part time, and 
there is not any great prosperity in 
our city. When we do have prosperity 
in our city here, the adjoin,ing coun
try towns are affected. 

I believe that the Fernald Law, in
spired by the highest motives, has 
been given a long enough trial. Pass
ed in 1909, it has been our policy 
since that time. In 1910 Maine 
ranked third in electric development; 
today it 1 anks seven. And cet"tain
Iy the prosperity which we anticIpat
ed under tllat law has not come to 
the State. And experts who know 
alJout electrical matters believe that 
the proposed Smith bill will result in 
additional prosperity to the State and 
be a benefit to the country communi
ties. 

There are two reasons that 1 have 
heard advanced in the eorridors 
against the Smith bill. TIle first is, 
a8 the gentleman from Portland, Mr. 
Hale, illtimated and spoke eoncern
ing, thc fear of Fcderal contt 01. The 
lrl(:l1 who 11a\'e looked into tId" mat
tei' very carefully do not believe that 
there is any such fear to \\'al'1'a11t 
tUl'ning this bill dO\Yl1 and voting 
ugainst it altllOugh, on the other 
ltand, those men and women who sup
]Jort tile minority report of COurse 
wiII bl'lievc and do believe 110n"8tl,\,' 
tlJat tlwre is danger of Fe(leral con
trol. llut the same [1l's'ument migitt 
lw"f' b('('11 u sed against' th e telephone 
com[lonies, who have been in exis
tence for oy"r forty years. And I am 
informpd tllat during said period 
tl1pru haR never been one instance of 
an,' Fe(1pra! regulation of local rates: 
anc1 ht'cansc of yaguc,"undcflned fC'(lr 
to ,'ote against the bil! does not seem 
to lw a "el'y substantia! reason. 

And another reason, which in m,' 
mind bea rs considerabl e weight, and 
I know it has troubled some members 
(Jf this Lf'gislaturo, I do not have to 
deal with it in my own casp because I 
fpcl (h"t in Augusta the sentiment is 
almost unanimous in favor of the 
Smith bill. But there are many rep
resentatives here toda~; who have 
studied tll" matter carefully and feel 
that the matter could safely be pass
ed and left to tlle judgment of the 
ppople, But their constituents in 
some caS0S do not agree with them 
and fN,1 that the bill should be kill
ed, It inyolves the question of whe-

ther a representative should vote as 
his constituents wish or should vote 
as his own conscience and judgment 
demand. It is a question that each 
member has to decide for himself. 
But it does seem to me that if a 
member of the Legislature, sent here 
by his constituents, by attending 
hearings and obtaining information 
which the men and women in the 
short period while the Legislature is 
in sessio .. do not have the opportun
ity of obtaining at horne-it seems to 
me tllat if he has more and better 
information and has made a study of 
the question, and if he sincerely be
lieves that the bill has merits and 
should be passed, it is his duty to 
his constituents to vote for this bill. 
And doubly so, because of ttie refer
endum claUSe attached, whereby dur
ing the coming months, if the bill 
passes, his constituents can, in time, 
have the same information whicl1 has 
been placed before him at this ses
sion. 

Awl there is anothe [' reason why [ 
am in [ayor of this Lill. I: >ink any 
hill can be judged somewhat by the 
merits of the, mt'n and women who 
an' behind it, And this bill is, of 
COllI'S,", sponsol'ed and is direetly 
connected to a great extent with a 
man \\'ho is a resident of tl1(> city of 
Aug1l!o1il, Back in 1899 this man 01'
ganiYt-'fl the Oakland B1E'C'tric Com
pany, ThL' first year, under his man
agement, that company did a gross 
husinc'ss of $1,500, That same com
pany 1"'8 developed, and dev('loped 
nndel' th0 guiding geniuH and m~ln
Dg','rnent of that man, until toc]n,', [1S 

tlte Central Mnine Power Compan)', 
it did last ~'ear a gross business of 
OYer ~5,OOO,OOO, That man was born 
in ]\1"ir1<', He lin,s in Augusta, And 
I will g'o on record that 11is greatest 
,rmbition is to be of service; to the 
8ta te of his birth and to the; 8tat(, 
thnt h J lo\'es, He hers b('en a dreamer 
of drNlms; but he has that wonder
ful nhilit,', particularl,', of making 
r:rpams hocom" realities, And it is a 
strong argumpnt. at least to me, for 
supporting this hill, to know that the 
man, 1'\~aIt.er 8, IVyman, of Augusta, 
is heartily hehind it, T know tlwt 
the citizens of Augusta agree with 
me ilJ that, 

A nfl there is another reason, that is, 
tl10 rRferendum clnuse, This is a 
matter of State-wide interest. It is 
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a matter that every citizen of this 
State is interested in. I do not be
lieve that we ought to decide it here. 
I think that the citizens of Maine 
should have an opportunity to vote 
upon it. I believe it is our duty to 
"end it to the people, and let the peo
ple whom we trust and who elected 
us to come here vote upon this. And 
we should be able to trust that ques
tion to them. And I believe that the 
people of Maine can determine for 
themselves whether this is a good 
and proper bill. And I believe it Is 
our duty to send it to the people. Mr. 
Speaker and members of the House, 
I therefore wish to support the mo
tion of the gentleman from Portland, 
Mr. Hale, believing as I do. that this 
bilI is for the advantage of Maine and 
that the people of Maine should have 
an opportunity to vote upon It. 
(Prolonged applause). 

Mr. PATTERSON of Castine: Mr. 
Sppaker, it may be presumptuous for 
me. a member in this House. to stand 
up here and attempt to speak after 
listening to such splendid speeches as 
you have had from the Republican 
floor leader. Mr. Hale, and from our 
Speaker. Mr. Martin. I do not intend 
to g-o very deeply into figures, and 
ccriainly not into the legal features 
of this matter. Hut as a member of the 
committee of thirty who has been, 
along with the other twenty-nine 
members of the committee, spending 
ll1any long hours on these various 
water powers measures, I do feel it is 
my duty to express my own opinion 
upon this matter, and als(, the opinion, 
as I believe, of those who sent me 
here. 

Perhapg it is just as well to say in 
the beginning, and then there will be 
no possible chance of mistake, how 
you stand on any particular matter, J 
rise at this time to support the posi
tion of Mr. Hale and Mr. Martin, be
cauSe I am in favor of the Smith bill 
in a new draft. I so signed th" 
majority report upon that measure. I 
also signed a report "oug'ht to pass" on 
the Carter bill; al~o upon the Oakes 
bill, the compact plan. 1 maintain, 
and I think I can prove my position, 
that there is nothing inconsistent in so 
voting. Just now, of course, \ve are 
talking about the Smith bill. And I 
want to say right here and now that 
the State of Maine owes a great debt, 
in my opinion, to Mr. Carter of Andro
scoggin for the work he has done 
along water power lines. 1 wish I 
could go along with him, because I 

likp hilTI, and I hope he li1H's me, but 
when it somes to the position of trans
mitting surplus power outside of 
Maine, our thoughts divide, because he 
believes it is not a proper thing to 
transmit surplus power and 1 believ"l 
it is. I believe that it is time that in 
this State we take some positive action 
for the benefit of Maine and for the 
benefit of the citizens of Maine. 

I am somewhat in the position of 
the third or fourth speaker at a din
ner; perhaps not quite so, because at 
dinners the various speakers have 
different subjects assigned to them, 
but here, when we are speaking on the 
same subject, very necf';ssarily "'-~ 
must USe the same arguments. And th,,, 
gentlemen who have spoken before 
Lie, J won't say have "stolen my 
thunder," but they have said a number 
of things that I perhaps would have 
said if they had not said them. There 
goems to be nO (]uestion that undor the 
Fernald Law the State has not pro
gressed as it should. J come from the 
coast, down on Penobscot Bay. That 
used to be a great shipping country 
in the old days of sailing ships. But 
when the steamships came in, of 
course those lil tie ports like Castin", 
Bluehill and Bucksport found their 
business falling Of1'. Today in Bucks
port and Castine our wharves would 
dry-rot if it \vas not that the surnnler 
pe~)ple come in, and their pleasure 
boats and yachts dot the harhors and 
thus keep those little towns alive. But 
outside, in thOSe back towns. there is 
a section that has not benefited as it 
8hould, the farming section. There 
are a great many abandoned farms. 
'1'ak" the town of Penobscot. while I 
represent, when I was home the other 
day. at my to\\"n meeting in Castine 
there were pre,.sent some men from 
Penobscot who toW me thR t their tax 
rate for the next year would be seven
ty dollars a thousand! Just think of 
that, some of you people who kick at 
a thirty-two dollar rate-seventy dol
lars a thousand! Many farms in that 
section are being abandoned and going 
down. In that little town of Penob
~ct)t, littlE' in p',pulation, large in area, 
there is a ridge called Calf Town 
Hidge, from which you get a wonder
ful "iew. It is very high up. Looking 
north you can ;'ee three lakes, Toddy 
pond, Alamoosook lake and Craig's 
pond, three lakes as beautiful as any 
lakes in Maine. Looking west you see 
the Penobscot river and the hills be
yond; and looking south from that 
ridge you see Penobscot Bay and Isles
boro and the Camden hills beyond 
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Penobscot Bay. Looking east you SE'I~ 

the hi11~ of Mt. Desert; and if you 
could look oyer the first range of hills 
yon could see the sea, It is a \vondcr
fnl vi_e\y, not surpassed any\vherc. Yet 
along' tlmt ridge and the 1'oall leallin!;' 
dOlxn fr0111 thR t ri dge are a great 
nU111b..-.l' of abandoned farITIs, the 
hou~(;s cl nscd up. That is the sit ua
tjOll :111(1 it is a \'cry b~1(l situation fOl~ 
the f::u IIl('r~ of the C'lnl1mnnity. I aln 
spenking ht·re t(lc1a.\~ for the bcneDt 0-;' 

the fal"J1H'l'S and of the farmhlg COIn·· 

nll1niti('~. 

I belieYo that if we could get 
some positiye action as oontemplat
ed in the Smith llill. tllPse farming 
oommunities would lWIWfit. You.:111 
remembor the hearing that WilS Iwl'1 
on tr12se power' hills Fehruary 2Hll 
and 25th in this ImJl, It was il very 
ol'amatic oCl'Qsiot1, so it spemed ~ 0 
me, Here was the Lcgi"lature :111 
asseInbled; Iwre were all the most 
prominent attornoys of l\Iaine, that 
is, tile business attorne,'s, down hC'I'P 

in the front spat, and vet'y properly 
so, representing theil corporation", 
Here was the wealth of "'Iaine as
sembled around the walls, ,Vhen 
they were talking about the Smith 
bill, ::\11', Merrill, the Icgislative agent 
and tile attorncy for the Central 
:l\Jaine Po,y<,r Cornpany, made a Yf>l'Y 

splendid pl'cspntation, but nOOl'S
sarily he \Vas talldng about pconOHliC 

questions and cited legal eases, iln,l 
perhilps tlmt hearing became a little 
dry, But after a while il gentlcm,ll1 
wl;om I do not know pcrsonally--
tllOUgll I hil ve met him once or twice 
-(1 {nan \vhose reputation is \veIl 
known to me, thc head of the Centr::ll 
l\laine Power Company, 1\11'. \Vym.J,n 
-got up' and read a letter, as you 
will remember, I think it was 
quoted from the Boston Herald, 
had seen it in the Boston Herald and 
had not paid much attention to it, 
I thought, when I read it, tlwt it 
ropresonted bathos rather than 
pathos; but when Mr, ,Vyman read 
it, and perhaps it was the milgic of 
his voice, of his pcrsonality, it 
seem cd to be an electric shock. You 
could soo it from the front of this 
room all over the room, You could 
have heard a pin drop, You ! C'

memher it becilusc that letter, read 
in that way, very graphically 
brought out a situation which I had 
just been attempting to debate down 
in my own town, Then a little later 
what did this gentleman do? !\II'. 
"lVyman silid (ilnd I now refer to 

page 66 of tlle power hearing, and 
am going to read it): "Now as a 
kind of sporting proposition and 
showing the good faith which we 
have in doing business in the, Stat·" 
of Maine, I am going to suggest this 
n rnenclment to the Smith bill, which 
I ,viII be glad to give the oommittee 
in writing; and that is that as a 
Ila sis of getting a license to sell 
powcr to one of these transmission 
companies under the Smith hill any 
publio utility whicll gets a license 
rnust put into its oontract with the 
State' of Maine as a oondition of tha t 
license that it will spend for tL'n 
only one-half of the money gross 
tlw t it gets for power sold fOJ' ex
I'Cll't in building farm lines, rural 
lint'S, in towns which it is author
iz,-d to serve under tile direction of 
tile Public utilitios Commission of 
]\faine," And then he had to stop be
c:\Use the whole House burst into 
applauso because they really saw 
t k1.t there was something fot' the 
tuwns and farms, that something waS 
going to be done, if this offer was 
made in good faith, for rural eleo
trification, After the applause he 
\vent on and said "putting a lilnit I)n 

tlmt amount of $2511,OOO a year fOj' 
one company, I don't think it woulc! 
be fair to rCLluire them to spend 
millions of dollm's a year if the ex
Pdl't business should run to that 
~unount." 

,Ylwn the attol'lwys fOJ' the powm' 
company came to draw tllilt amend
ment, it was, perha]Js, a rather dif-
1icult thing fot' them to do, as it ap
peal's hel'e in the i:3mitil bill. I am 
not altogether satistiL'd with the \Yy
miln amendment as it appears in 
tlris bill. 'l'hat is not at all questioll
ing his good faith, I, ]Jcrllaps, would 
rather for myself see Seotion 1 of 
the l\Iaher bin go in as an amend
ment to the Smith bill, because that 
is an amendment, 1 believe, would 
prot<ect the people more in the mat
teI' of rates: and this committf,e of 
tllil'ty, when passing on the Smith 
bill, 'lid insert in it, and it appears 
in the last pal'agraph of Section 13-
"It is further hereby expressly pro
"icled tlla t if securities are issued 
against or baspd upon rural electric 
faeilities constructed in ilocordanc(, 
with ilnd in performance of the oon
,lition of the permit as prescribed in 
tllis section, the proceeds of such se
curities shall be used exclusi veJy in 
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the construction of rural electric fa
cilities as defined in this section." 

I think that when the committee 
divided sixteen to fourteen, some or 
them, at least, who had intended 
signing the majority report did not 
go far enough. Nevertheless, 1 b,>
lieve that under this amendment 
$250,000 a year at least will be spent 
in putting electric lineR into rural 
Maine, which is a wonderful thing 
for the farmers. 

Secondly, it seems to me that this 
Smith bill does as much for the farm
ers as for the residents of any eity 
in the State. There is one thing that 
has been discussed, the danger of 
Federal control. Now when the Sen
ator from Kennebec, Mr. Maher: was 
speaking on this matter in the Sen
ate the other day-and there is no 
man in the State with a more bril
liant mind, as you will all agree, as 
the Senator from KennelJcc, Senator 
Maher-he discussed very fulJy this 
danger of Federal control; and I 
think if you all read that, as you 
probably have done, you will see that 
any fear regarding the Federal gov
ernment coming in and hothering 
rates is groundless. There is one 
danger, however, that I think of un
der Federal control. That is the dang
er of holding companies. The hold
in!'," company has many good points, 
of course. But as I understand it, un
der the holding companies some 
times they come in with managerial 
{;Ontr8cts and service contracts and 
charg-e their subsidiary companies 
perhaps t.wo or three hundred thou
sand dollars for a ser\'ice -worth 
twenty or thirty thousand dollars, ann 
put the difference into their pockets 
as profits. I believe that this is 
"\vrong-. But that Can be tal\:0n care of 
if you pass the Granville bill. Senate 
Document 1~2, which will be intro
duced. I understand. in a new draft. I 
feel that when that comes into the 
House. T shall cal! the attention of 
the members to it. I think that bill 
will do away with uny danger of this 
matter of holding companies, which I 
11ave discussed. 

The matter of a referendum has 
been discussed. I certainly believe 
that all important questions of this 
ldnd should goo to the people in a ref
erendum. A sub-committee of the ju
diciary the other day, of which I hap
pen to be a member, had to pass upon 
some question in regard to submission 
-of a primary bill to the people. While 

I believe in the primary fully, and 
am committed to it, and shall vote for 
it, I want that question to go to the 
people in a referendum. I think some 
of the newspapers, in discussing that 
matter, failed to see the point of view 
of the judiciary committee, because 
they seemed to take the position that 
that committee was trying to keeD 
that bill from going to the peoDle. \Ye 
were simply trying to put those peti
tions in proper form so that they 
could g-o to the people. That has noth
ing to do with the Smith bilJ except to 
say that I believe in the referendum. 
Let this question g-o to the people to 
decide it as they should. 

I ;,vill say one word in conclusion 
nl0re in l'f'fl'renc(-,: to the other bills, 
and then I wil1 sit do\yn. I am going 
to vote ['Jr butll tbe Carter hills. as I 
believe in tlwm and I believe they are 
consistent with the Smith bill 
in the new nraft. I am go
ing to vote for the Oal,es 
bill. the compact bill. so-cClllc'd, which 
l\Ir. Hale discusf3ed in S0111p rp~tures 

and which I think he would agri3e 
with me is really a supplementary 
bill and which cannot in any re
spect endanger the Smith bill. I cer
tainly hope, and. I subillit in behalf 
of my constituency, a rural conl
munity, that I believe they will be 
benefitted by the passage of the 
Smith bill, and I surely hope that it 
will pass in this new draft by a sub
stantial majority. (Applause) 

Mr. LAIT of Old Town: :\11'. 
Speaker. I do not believe that as a 
common layman 1 will be quite as 
long-winded as the legal talent 'Jf 
this House; but aR Democratic fioor 
leader of this Hous,., I wish to go on 
record in favor of the motion of 
Representative Hale favoring the 
Smith bill, and in a few brief words 
I will try to state my reasons. 

Believing that the Smith bill con
forms to the Democratic platform of 
the Democratic party in 1926 at their 
convention. believing for the first 
time that the Republicans had a 
measure that agreed with the Demo
crats, and believing that by having a 
referendum attached to this measure 
it conformed to the principles of the 
Democratic party, and for the first 
time feeling like agreeing with the 
Governor of our State as I did two 
years ago when the question came up 
at the time he wished a referendum 
attached to a question of a similar 
nature to go to the people, I 
wish to point out that this measure, 
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In my opinion, is a measure for the 
advancement of the State. It is a 
measure brought forth by the friends 
of the State; and I hope that this 
Legislature will not be as short
sighted-and I do not believe they 
will-as the man who was found in 
bed asleep by his wife with his 
glasses on. She said to him, "John, 
wh,' are you wearing your glasses 
in bed asleep?" And John said "I 
have got so short-sighted that I 
can't recognize my friends in my 
dreams." (Laughter and Applause) 

Mr. DOUGLAS of Chelsea: 
1\lr. Speaker, as a member 
of the committee of thirty. 
who listened very attentively to the 
proponents and opponents of t\le 
Smith bill, I wish to go on record at 
this time as being in favor of the 
passage of this bill with its amend
ment. I have the utmost confidence 
in the integrity and pure purpose of 
the proponents of the measule: I be
lieve they are actuated by no gTeatcr 
uiterio r moti ve than to develop 
Maine's \Yater power for Maine's 
people. If they will but use the pro
duct. If the citiz('ns of 1\laine can
not utilize all of tllis electric energy, 
can there be any sound reason for 
for bidding the sale of tile SUI plus to 
people o[ otller states? I do not nced 
to score the Fernald La IV [or its 
stupendous failure. Tllat feature 
has been wpl! covered b:,' lJrt'vious 
speakers. Its strength was its vel'Y 
weakness, Its inllibition of tile export 
of power has brought about the very 
opposite result intended by retarding 
the devplopment of water powers in
stead of inducing that desirahle end. 
r believe that Maine will reap a rich 
reward in the workings of that por
tion of the bill relative to rural 
electrification and b"tter known as 
the 'Yyman Amendment, TIle ex
pendit~re of two and one-half mil
lions of dollars for tlle extension of 
rural lines will sen'e to greatly 
lighten and brighten the tasks in 
many of our farming communities, It 
offers a concrete proposal looking to
ward supplying these more thinly 
populated rural sections which have 
hitherto been L.lJable to meet the re
quirements necessary to obtain the 
service, I helieve OUr people may 
rely upon tile proposition as being a 
sound one which will be carried out 
in accordance with the spint which 
inspired it and strictly in harmony 
with tl'~e letter of the law, 

More young people will be attract
ed to look upon the farm and farm 
life in a much different light than 
formerly. I thoroughly believe that 
our gOO'd old State will strongly re
act to the effects of rural electrifi
cation in an important particular and 
that is the effect it will have on the 
tourist business. Tourists will be far 
more impressed with tne des1rability 
of spending- their vacations among 
tIle heautiful 11 ill s, vales Itnd lakes 
of our country districts if the farms 
and homE'S arC' <'quipped with elec
tric service. 

I bclieve the proponents of this 
measure are sincere in their ardent 
desire to upbuild "'laine, and that tile 
turning point has been reached where 
1\laine must go forward or backward. 
I hav'e faith in that rugged son of 
]\faine the outstandin~ figurc ill this 
move~ent, Walter S. "'vVyman, That 
it is his purpose to betray his native 
State is a thougllt which I believe is 
not held by a single membcr of this 
House. I certainly hope that this 
rneasun\ the most constructive piece 
of legislation which has heen offer
ed for many decades, with all the 
desirable possibilities it contains for 
our grand old State, will secure your 
fa v'orable action. 

Mr. ALDRICH of Topshar'1: :\11'. 
Speaker-

1\11'. WING of AuhuI'n: lVIr, Speak
el', I raise the quepjion of a quorum. 

The SPEAKER pro tem: The 
monitors will count to determine 
wllether or not thpl'e is a quor'lm!. 

Tile count being taken, eighty-two 
members being prcsent, a quol'um 
was d"clared present. 

l\I1'. ALDRICH: 1\11', Speaker and 
members of the House: In anything 
that I may haY,," to S'l,' I wish to 
he distinctly understood that I am 
making no . effort to influence any 
memlJeJ' of this House to agree with 
mo in the ,position which I take. And 
my only reason fo), arising in this 
matter is that I mav have the satis
faction of having 'placed upoIL i:11e 
record the position which I tak'l 
which is diametricallv opposed to the 
position assumed by the gentlemen 
who haye preceded me in their re· 
marks. 

For the purpose of possibly setting 
this matter before YOU in a concrete 
way, I am going to indicate j1lst what 
my reaction has been in connection 
with this entire power situation, 
from the day that I was honored by 
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being elected as a member of this 
House. And I may say that at the 
outset there were two things which 
impressed me very forcibly. The fi; ~t 
of them was that I knew practicallY' 
nothing about the power question; 
and I wish to say to you now that 
although I have been a member of 
this three-headed committee, and 
have listened to talk by the hour un
til I have been almost dizzy, 1 still 
feel that with respect to the work
ings of this Smith bilI I am in decided 
ignorance. And from mv talk with 
gentlemen in this House 'upon it and 
with the average man whom T meet 
in the street. I think [am safe in 
saying that he does nGl I{now what 
effect this proposition will have upon 
industry in this State, either industry 
that is now here or induRtry which 
may come here hereafter. Now a sec
ond vel'y decided opinion which T held, 
and still hold in this matter, is that 
if this privilege -some gentlem''H 
disagree with me as to whether if we 
pass this Smith hill we are grantin,: 
any priyiJege; I. ho,vever, consider 
that thE' State of Maine is beLg ask
ed to grant a privilege to corpora
tions already existing and to others 
which may he organized under this 
bill. And I submit to you that, es
p(,cially as the privilege which is to 
be exercised not here but outside the 
St3t" of Maine, the State of Maine is 
entitled. regardless of the attitude 
which it rna>' have assumed with res
pect to public utilities within the 
State-it is entitled to ask that it 
receive something in return for that 
privilege. 

Xow with those hvo facts which [ 
set before you as having been the 
point which stood out most in my con
sideration, I wish to say that when 
this Smith bill was introduc0d, it did 
I<ot hold out to me any attraction 
whatsoe\-er. And UP to the day of 
the hearing in this room I could see 
nowhere, in anything that had been 
offered, that the State of Maine was 
p,'omised anything upon ,yhich it 
could depend. But as the gentleman 
from Castine (Mr, Patterson) has said, 
and [ say, when the president of the 
Central l\Iaine Po\ver COll1pany rose in 
his seat and said "As a sporting prop
osition I will say this to you,"-I am 
not using his languagp: the members 
have read it-"we will put $250,000 a 
year or not to exceed that alTIOunt for 
rural electrification"-I agree with my 
friends that it was as if an electric 

shock went over this House. And if 
you will remember, dozens of people 
had come here from distant points 
and had stayed here all day for the 
purpose of rcgistering opposition to 
that bill, but that opposition faded 
away just as snow melts befOre the 
sunshine. Why? Because for the first 
time this comllany, or those behind 
this bill, h,,(1 seemed to recog'nizc the 
Ill'inciple that the day has come in 
the State of l\Iaine when, if we grant 
vriyileges, \V8 shall receive sOlncthing 
in return for them. That proposition, 
my friends, looked to me like a real 
thing, and I turned to a friend beside 
nle ancl said ""rIley are talking no-w, for 
the flrst tinlc", T thoug-ht ihC'.\' \y('rc. 

I examined Section 13, I think it 
is, of this Senate Document No. 259. 
And wl1at did I find? I will simllly 
flay to yon, my friends, that if yoU 
examine th,,-t scction carefully, you 
will find that 311 the sportiness has 
gone out of that proposition. As I 
understand a sporting proposition, it 
is ",ve \yill take a chance on some
thing ,ve arc going to do for you." 
But I say again, there is no sport
iness left in the prollosition if I read 
it correctly. 'What is it? ,\Vhen they 
get it down to paper, what is it? 
They may put up not to exceed 
$250,000 a ye3r for rural electrifica
tion, providpd-pl'ovided-t1Jat it is 
not against the public interests to rIo 
it, Do you know what that means? 
Do you know why today rural 
electrification has not been carried 
out all over the state? Do you 
know? If you do not, think about 
it. The only reason that every farm
er in this State today has not elec
tricity on his farm is because it is 
not in the public interests that he 
i3hould have it. Why? Bccause it is 
an uneconomic proposition which 
would not be profitable, and no pub
lic utility commission on earth would 
vote to give that isolated farmer the 
electric power. That is the only 
reason. Under this Section 13 it is 
left just as it was except that there 
is a suggestion that up to $250,000, 
if ordered by the public utilities, and 
if it is not against public interests, 
they may,-they will,-develop rural 
lines. 

Is there anything in this bill which 
says that they cannot, under that 
LiII, do to the farmer just as they 
do today? I do not represent a very 
large farming community but this 
appeals to me, whether I am repre
senting the faITIIers or not. Is there 
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anything in this bill by which you 
have the slightest assurance that 
they won't do in the future what 
they are doing today? Is there any
thing in this bill which prevents 
them from charging the farmer one 
hundred dollars for every pole on 
every line? Absolutely not. I will 
tell you what I said to some of these 
gentlemen, and I believe it is fair 
and the only way to get rural 
electrification in this State on a fair 
basis which will give the farmer 
something he will never get in any 
other way. I said "You say you will 
put $250,000 into rural lines?" "Yes". 
"Are you willing to say tlmt that 
$250,000 a year will be put into rural 
lines without any assessment on the 
farmer, and that when you put in 
that $250,000, which you get for 
nothing as the result of our grant
ing you this privilege, you won't 
charge the farmer interest on the 
money put in there which will be 
reflected in the rates you charge 
him 7" "Arc yoU willing to accept the 
proposition that you, at no time, will 
use the money that has been put in 
there, the property that you get as 
the result of putting in this $250,000 
-are you willing to give us as
surance that you will not use that 
for the purpose of raising money by 
selling securities against it?" 

I say to you that I had hoped that 
we might secure some such thing as 
that for the farmer. Let us see how 
that will work out. If they put 
$250,000 in-I have tried to show 
yOU that they never will put $250,000 
into it-if they do, they are entitled 
to eight per cent on their money, 
which will be $20,000 a year, which 
of course has to be paid for, and the 
only way it could be paid for would 
be by rates. If they did not treat it 
as an investment, there would be no 
interest charged on that money, and 
the rates would represent only what 
it cost to generate and actually shoot 
the electricity out to the farm. 

I think the advantage to this com
pany would be three-fold. In the 
first place, they would receive this 
privilege for which they would re
turn into the treasury $250,000. In 
the second place, they would not be 
paying the State any tax. They 
would be using $250,000, not glvmg 
us anything of use but building 
lines which would belong to them. 
In the third place, they would be de
veloping a market which if there is 

anything in this idea of rural elec
trification, will develop your country 
districts and would become a profita
ble market. In addition to that they 
would have secured a friendly at
titude, as indicated in that hearing, 
the friendly attitude of the 
people of this State; so that I believe 
that when the Legislature met here 
there would have been no need of 
such a barrage of high priced law
yers. 

Where are we today? Do you or I 
know anything about how this will 
work out? If you are in a town where 
there are mills that, as has been 
explained here, may not be doiug 
very well and may have water pow
ers-now I don't know whether it is 
because of my ignorance- but tlo 
yOU know whether it might be more 
prOfitable for some of those indus
tries to possibly sell their water 
rights to this company which can 
export, than it would be to continue 
the industry? I don't know but that, 
instead of getting industry, you may 
be killing industry. Some mills III 
my town are not doing any too well. 
I don't know whether, under this bill, 
if I vote for it, leaving aside rural 
business,-I don't know whether I 
would be voting in the interests of 
my community. I might be voting for 
what in five years would wipe that 
town off the map. 

If this wcre u business proposition, 
and that is all it is, if you stood in 
the 'position of the State of Maine, 
what would you do'! You would do 
identically what ttlese power people 
do. 'I'he first thing you would do 
would be to find out. And how 
would you find out'! You would 
retain the best legal talent you could 
get in the United States, and the 
best engineering talent. You would 
secure the business judgment of men 
who know, and after you had secur
ed that knowledge, you would have 
something upon which you could de
termine whether the granting of 
this privilege is in the interest of 
the State or not. I want to say that 
it is my judgment that the vast 
majority of us, including myself, do 
not know whether it "'ill be for the 
interests of the State of Maine to 
grant this privilege, or not. 

TIley propose an amendment here. 
Thev are in no great rush about this 
busi'ness. They have given us the 
idea-don't misunderstand me; I have 
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the greatest regard for Mr. Wyman; 
I don't think anything is bOeing pUc 
over on us; I agree thoroughly with 
the Speaker of this House; 1 have 
nothing but contempt 101' the circu
lationof these rumors every now 
and then that, because a man does 
not agree with me, there is somc 
improper motive behind his action. 
But I do know this, that when I 
come, on behalf of the State of 
Maine, to sit down at a table with 
the power interests, I am dealing 
with them on equal terms. And I 
know that if it were my business, 
and I had the money to do it, I 
would not sit down with them until 
I could deal with them on equal 
terms. Do you see thtm coming into 
this House without their array of 
supporters? Not at all. Do you 
suppose, as my friend from Portland 
(Mr. Hale) has suggested to you, as 
I u.nderstood, that we do not know 
what is ahead 'Of us? If we do not, 
that is no reason why we should 
hurry into this. It has been said 
that next year these water powers 
may not be worth a nickel. My 
answer to that is that Mr. Martin 
Insull of Illinois-do you know how 
men of that kind act? They sur
round themselves with the ablest 
men that money ca.n procure and act 
upon the advice of those men. And 
Mr. Martin Insull, with the vision 
that comes from that background, 
has enough confidence in the future 
of the water 'power of this country to 
come up here and pay $140 a share 
for stocl~ which had been seiling a 
short time before for not more than 
one-half that price. Let me say to 
you that gentlemen of thut caliber 
are not throwing money away know
ingly. So that remark about shoot
ing electricity by radio next y('ar 
does not impress me at all. But I 
am willing to take the cha.nce with 
Mr. Insull as to what electricity will 
be worth five years from now. 

But I want to suggest to you that 
these gentlemen are ap'parently in no 
hurry. At first I thought they were 
in a terrible rush to submit this to 
the people, and that if we did not do 
this, there would be grave danger 
that Maine would lose her oppor
tunity. Yet we find that there is an 
amendment by whi('h this proposed 
referendum will be held, not next 
fall, but a year from next May. No 
hurry 1 No hurry at alll I want to 

just leave this as my calm judg
ment: If this Legislature goes 
ahead and makes a deal, as the 
Smith bill-I don't use that term m 
any improper sense-if it makes an 
agreement, as it may by this bill, so 
far as I am concerned I will say that 
if I did it. I should be almost like a 
man walking in the dark. Ail I want 
to suggest to you is that it would 
seem to me like good business, and 
like what any business man would 
do where he had the resources 
that this State has, to appoint 
somebody with authority, somebody 
in whom yOU had confidence, with 
authority to get the best advice ob
tainable in these United States and 
re'port back to the people before the 
next Legislature meets, in time for 
the people to come here and do busi
ness. And you would do it with 
your eyes open. If it then seems wise 
to accept the provisions of the Smith 
bill as they are today, and you have 
the judgment of competent men that 
that is for the interest of the State 
of Maine, I will vote for it. But I 
will not vote for it \dthout knowing 
what it means. 

And I am not voting for Section 
13, which does not give what I at 
least thought. I don't say that Mr. 
Wyman was misrepresenting at all. 
In my first exuberance of en
thusiasm and optimism I may have 
been mistaken in reaching the con
clusion that I did reach, that in 
putting in that $250,000 as a "sport
ing proposition," the farmers would 
get something different from what 
they are getting now. But as I read 
Section 13 of that bill, I cannot see 
that it offers much in the way of a 
change. 

Now, it is rather difficult, my 
friends, for me to get up here and 
take this stand. As most of you 
know, I am a comparatively newly 
adopted son of this State; and I as
sure you that one of the pleasant
est experiences of my life has been 
the cordiality and hOSPitality with 
which the people of the State of 
Maine have received me. And be
cause of the shortness of my res
idence among you, I feel very deeply 
the responsibility which I am as
suming in taking the position that 
I take. I simply wish to assure you 
of what I know does not need as
surance, that I, as you, can only be 
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guided by what conscience dictates 
and what seems good business. 
Whatever the decision of this House, 
let us see to it that it is in the in
terests of the State of Maine. (Ap
plause). 

Mr. McIN'l'IRE of Norway: Mr. 
Speaker, and members of the House: 
I was shocked. surprised and some
what mystified at my friend's argu
ment for free trade. I had intended 
to confine myself to applause. 

There are some factors in this 
qUEstion which have not. think. 
been touched upon. I ask your in
dulgence for a few moments to speak 
of those. There has been, and still 
exists. I think. a popular misa'ppre
hension on this question, Most peo
ple believe that there is a monopol~' 
on the production of electricity. Ancl 
that, I submit. is absolutely false 
and unsound. Mr. Wyman has p 
monoply on the production of elec
tricity. neither has Mr. Insull. nor 
can they acquire it. Anyone call 
produce electricity by water powcr. 
by steam power, or by internal com
bustion engines. The monopoly, if 
any, comes in the distribution. It is 
not convenient to have six or a doze" 
electric wires running along our 
streets. More tha,n that. the mon
opoly is legalized by charier grant, 
We give one organization the ex
clusive right of distributing elec
tricity in certain sections. 

It s('ems to me we are barking up 
the wrong trec. IVe encourage peo
ple to produce electricity and give 
them the right to make all thev can 
of it and sell it wherever' they 
please; and if somebody else ,,'ants 
to make it and sell it. it should be 
arranged for him to do so. I thin!-: 
we need not worry about a monopoly 
on electricity. if we use a little sens p 

and a little legal ability in handling 
the distribution of it. 

Ther\' llas beE'Yl much titIk alwut 
electrification for the farmers of 
:i\filinp lw-j"or(' ,ye p0Tn1it ('xportntion of 
any electricity. J submit thnt that sort 
of t:l1k is bunk and nons(>nsp. Plcnse 
do not think me unfriendly to the 
farmers. l\Iy fanli1y l)eg"[Ul farnling
in this State in 1040. and they arc 
still at it. I am not unfriendly to thC' 
farmpr. but am simpl,' trying to face 
the facts l)('fore us. Many of our 
farms might be lighted by electricity. 
Very m:lny oth('rs should not be, for 
this reason.-that the "nlue of the 
farm in quesUon i:-; not sufficie-nt to 

pay for the cost of building the trans
mission lines to it, regardless of any 
profit on the investment. ,so far as 
I,eeping the power at home is con
cerned. I want to give you one small 
illustration of that. The town in 
which r was born. and where I hope 
some day to rest beside my fathers, 
ha(l a water power and deyeloped that 
water power. 'Vitl,in the space of a 
lnile on one Htre-anl \vere once eight de
ve1o])cd ""vater po"\vcrs turning the 
,,'heels of industry, In 1850 that 
town had a population of fourteen 
hundred and forty-eight. No Insull 
interests came in and bought that 
po"·er. ?-;o one from outside came and 
disturbed it. That water power is 
still there. The water is running mer
ril,' down to the sea. but the wheels 
for the most part arc idle or rust
ed away, The population of that town 
has fallen from fourteen hundred and 
forty-eight. in 1850 to seven hundred 
and sixty-five in 1920. 

It seems to me that this idea of 
keeping- your \vater po\ver at home is 
not wholly satisfactory, It does not. 
in prnctice. do \"hat in theory we 
think it mig-ht. Of course the tradi
tional New England attitude has al
\vays been to keep thing'S even if you 
lmd no use for them-they might be 
good for something some time, lYe 
haye sCiid "don't tal\:e a chanco. Don't 
do anything- unless you are nbsolutcly 
sure about it," One of the difficulties 
of New England. I submit, has been 
this,-the people who would not take 
a chance have stayed at home \"hi]e 
the ])eopl" who were willing to tal,o a 
chance and try something ne\v ,,-ent 
out and bllilt up the ,Yest and the far 
'''est and the South. I think the time 
hilS come for us to take a chance and 
allow the d('Yelnpment of th('88 re
sources, and trust that \\-0 have suffi
cif'nt lJusiness and legal alJility to 
handle tho situntion; and g-o home to 
our constituents, taking the chance 
thnt they may say sometime: "Per
haps you made a mistake," rnther than 
to ha\'e them say "yoU did not have 
the courag'e to act nor the in tell ig-ence 
tn make n decision." I certainly trust 
that the motion of the g-entlomnn from 
rortland. ]\Ir. Hale. wil! prevail. (Ap
plause) 

Mr. HOL~IA=" of Bangor: Mr. 
Speal\:0r, it \vas not my intention, 
when I cnme into this hal! this morn
ing-, to foIJ)eak either for or agajnst 
these bills, and I feel that anything 
that any member of this House might 
say will have "ery little to do with 
influencing any other member or mom-
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bers. I have felt, however, during the 
discussion that has already taken 
place, that it win become necessary 
for me, within a very few years, to 
leave my native State and go away to 
some other state. And in order to 
correct that feeling that may also ex
ist in the minds of some other mem
bers of the House, I wish to ask your 
attention for just a few minutes. 

Let us see what really has taken 
place in the State of Maine since the 
adoption or the Fernald Law, so-called. 
That law became effective something 
like fifteen or sixteen years ago. That 
would take us back to approximately 
the year 1908. And we find, in the 
State report, that the valuation of the 
State of Maine at that time was a lit
tle in eXCess of $428,000,000. Coming 
down to IH26 we find that, in spite of 
the falling off in some of these smaller 
towns, to which reference has been 
made, the valuation of the State to
day has increased to $725,000,000, an 
increase of nearly $300,000,000 in fif
teen years. 

Let us look again! Going back to 
the samc year,-or take it in 1910: 
The population was 743.000 in that 
year; in 1925 the population had in
creased in 787,000, or nearly 45,000. I 
submit to you that this represents. 
both in valuation and in the increase 
in our population, a. good healthy 
growth for the State of Maine. 

.someone has also referred to the 
radio. Let us carry that thought just 
a little further. A few years ago we 
had these broadcasting stations, as in 
our own State. throughout the United 
States and Canada. Interference be
came so obnoxious that it was almost 
impossible for anyone to use a radio 
set. 'What is the result? Today 
these giant broadcasting stations are 
being put absolutely under Federal 
control. Now I say to you, and this is 
my view-I do not lmow but I say 
to you that if these giant hydro
electric power companies are forbid
den to transmit their power outside 
the State, you are going to find Fed
eral control just as surely as you are' 
hcre today. (Applause) 

,Ve who represent the Republican 
party in this House have something 
further to conSider, and that is this: 
Our party platform says that we 
pledge ourselves unconditionally to 
keep this power within our State. It 
seems to me that at least for the next 
two years it is our solemn duty to 
abide and stand by our party platform. 
I thank you. (Applause) 

On motion by Mr. Hale of Port-

land, the House voted to recess un
til 1: 30 o'clock this afternoon. 

After Recess 
Mr. Dudley of Calais in the Chair. 
The SPEAKER pro tern: The 

pending question before the House 
is the motion of the gentleman from 
Portland, Mr. Hale, for the passage 
of Senate Document 259, the so
called Smith bill. The Chair awaits 
your pleasure. Is the House ready 
for the question? 

Mr. CHASE of Cape Elizabeth: 
Mr. Speaker, I wish to address the 
House on this subject, but I hope 
that when I do so all those who are 
coming in to listen to the debate will 
be in their seats. 

After waiting a few moments, Mr. 
Chase proceeded. 

Mr. Speaker, since I came to this 
Legislature I have been conscious 
and appreciative of the sympathy 
and support of some men in this 
body whose occupations have 
brought them so intimately in touch 
with the water resources of the State 
of Maine that they have been favor
ably inclined toward adopting some 
policy of conservation and utilization 
of our water power resources. The 
thoughts which I had upon this SUD

ject as to what should be the policy 
of the State in connection with this 
matter are embodied in the bill which 
I presented. It was presented as an 
idea, and when presented I knew at 
the time that it would be necessary 
to set this idea up against other 
ideas, so that out of all there might 
come, by a combination of the best 
ideas in the whole business, some 
measure which would be a forward 
step, some measure which would re
peal or modify the Fernald Law, 
something which would permit the 
development of the water power re
sources of this State. I want to 
thank those few who worked with 
me in the beginning for some or all 
of the ideas which were represented 
in my bill and to urge them to go 
with me to support the bill which has 
come out of this body as a combina
tion of the best ideas that we could 
all develop. -

In getting a fair perspective on 
the power situation in the State of 
Maine. I think one has to go back 
beyond 1'909. I think you have to go 
back almost to the beginning of this 
State as a separate State. The in-
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dustries which have been built up in 
the State of Maine in connection 
with the water po\\'ers of this State 
have not all, by any means, been 
built up on account of those water 
powers. \Vithout attempting to re
view the industrial history of this 
State. I will say that the principal 
industries which we have had and 
which depend on the water power in 
the State have not been developed 
on account of the water powers 
themselves. The great lumber in
dustry and the pulp and paper in
dustry today were dependent to a 
much greater extent on the availa
bility of raw material and the wa
ter transportation of those materials 
than they were upon the water pow
ers which turn the wheels of those 
industries. The only industries in 
the State that I know about that 
came to Maine primarily on account 
of the water power were the cotton 
textile industry and the woolen in
dustry. and there has been no im
portant development in those indus
tries in the State for the last forty 
years excepting the natural growth 
of the best companies. What reason 
is there to believe if industries have 
not so come here in the past that 
they will come now. 

In 1917 I was Assistant Clerk in 
this House. and in that session I 
suppose I wrote out the so-called 
Baxter amendment some fifteen or 
twenty times, and sometimes ten or 
fifteen times in a day. I was a young 
man at the time. There had ne,'er 
been anything in my education about 
the power situation in the State of 
Maine. I did not know much of any
thing about it. but I became very 
much interested by reason of haYing 
to write out this amendment so 
many times, and I thought if I ever 
got a chance I would try to find out 
what it was all about. 

After the war I went into business 
with a concern which specializes in 
securities of Maine corporations, and 
by being brought in touch with wa
ter power and industry and other 
fields of enterprise in this State. I 
did haye to get a practical knowl
edge of the workings of water pow
er in this State as it has been in the 
past. and gained a glimmering, I 
think. of what that development will 
be in the future. Having gained an 
opinion of what I thought was right 
and what I thought the State should" 
do in regard to that, I now seek to 

sell that opinion to the members of 
this Legislature. 

The history of the State of Maine 
proves that development in this 
State for the last one hundred years 
has been retarded by an attitude of 
suspicion and distrust by the people 
of the State of Maine toward those 
men who have tried to develop this 
State. In the development which 
has come about in the last one hun
dred years the people of the State 
of Maine have played a small part. 
Those men who labored for great 
things, those men who tried to leave 
a thumb print behind them on the 
evidences of the civilization of their 
day, to make the mark which they 
did, labored in l\laine under a ha.ndi
cap, and by their labor for the past 
one hundred years every important 
undertaking with which I am fa
miliar, either in my personal experi
ence or from my study of history. 
has been retarded by this suspicion. 
You expect to find suspicion and 
distrust in a civilization such as 
ours. l\lany of us here come from 
families which have been in Maine 
for nearly three hundred years. In 
such a situation you expect to find 
a lack of cooperation. a lack of 
faith and the presence of suspicion 
and distrust. Has that attitude been 
justified? Now I do not want to re
view history here, but I just want 
to point out one instance about 
which I know personally which will 
indicate what I mean. In 1900, or 
thereabouts, the promoters of the 
Great Northern Paper Company 
came to the Legislature for a char
ter to permit them to develop the 
West Branch of the Penohscot River 
and to build dams and storage reser
voirs, so that the mills which they 
proceeded to build there might be 
operated to the greatest efficiency. 
Up to that time the Penobscot River 
had run untrammeled to the sea ex
cept for log driving purposes. Al
though the advantages of riYer reg
ulation were indicated by develop
ment then existing on the Presump
scot and Androscoggin rivers, there 
was a grave suspicion that some
how the people in the valleys of the 
Penobscot river were going to be 
put out of business if the Great 
Northern Paper Company f'lhould be 
permitted to develop the West 
Branch; and I believe it was said 
in the town of Orono by people who 
'were opposed to the development 
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that, if these dams should be built, 
and this water should be impound
ed, you could pretty nearly jump 
across the Penobscot river and there 
would not be water enough coming 
down there to carry away the sew
age of the town. 

That is a fair sample of the ideas 
which have been injected into the 
public in this State and I think. the 
reason for it is that the people have 
applied such a small part in the in
dustrial development in this State. 
I have been working in a small way, 
if I may be permitted to speak about 
myself,-I have been working for 
the last six or seven years trying to 
persuade the people of the State of 
Maine to take part in these enter
prises which are going on around 
them by buying an interest in those 
enterprises, by loaning them money 
and my opinion after many years' 
experience is that it is harder to get 
the people of Maine to put money 
into a local enterprise at home than 
it is to go out and put their money 
into an enterprise in California. 
They will say about a proposition at 
home that they would not think of 
going into that because one of the 
directors of that company used to 
get drunk when he was a boy, and 
yet they will buy the securities of 
the great western power company in 
California without even knowing the 
names of the directors. You have 
those ideas; every man here has. It 
is in the blood of everyone in the 
State of Maine; it is in my blood. 
I have fought against it all my life 
to keep from being suspicious of 
those men who were trying to do 
things. 

I want to touch briefly upon a 
point that has been raised here in 
opposition to some features of this 
bill. The rural electrification amend
ment mentioned by the gentleman 
from Topsham (Mr. Aldrich) seems 
to have been misunderstood by 
members of the Legislature. It was 
not in the original Smith bill. It 
was a feature which was injected 
into the discussion because the peo
ple in this Legislature wanted to 
talk about the proposition of giving 
the farmers electric service. 'l'he 
gentleman from Topsham thinks 
that this' proposition contained in 
this bill does not hold forth any 
hope of benefit to the people of the 
State. Now whether or not that is 
the best proposition for rural elec
trification, I do not wish to say. 
That is a subject with which I am 

not particularly familiar, but I do 
not see why it does not help the 
farmer. The farmer wants to get 
electric lights and power. He has 
not been getting electric lights and 
power so rapidly as he would like to 
get that service. This bill proposes 
that any company to get a permit 
under this act shall agree to spend 
half of the proceeds of the sale of 
surplus power outside the State, not 
more than $250,000, to make exten
sions to get electric service to the 
farmers. 

Now what is the condition which 
exists at the present time in regard 
to rural electric service? The com
panies in the State have adopted 
different methods, but in general if 
a line is to be built which is likely 
to be unprofitable, the proposition 
which has been presented has been 
that the people who wanted to get 
that service should come forward 
and put their money into that line, 
or buy stock in the company to pro
vide sufficient money to enable that 
line to be built. The burden of 
making those extensions has been 
upon the people Who would be serv
ed by the extension. 

Certainly this proposition, this 
rural electrification amendment, 
changes that, and it provides $250,-
000 a year,-not of the people's 
money, but of the company's money, 
which is to be used for building 
these rural extensions. If the ex
penditure upon these rural lines is 
capitalized and if securities are is
sued against them, it is provided 
that the proceeds of sale of those 
securities shall be used to build 
more rural extensions. It certainly 
looks to me as if the farmer was 
going to get rural electric service 
much faster under this proposition 
than he has in the past under the 
old conditions. 

I do not understand. and I never 
understood, that any proposition was 
made that the State of Maine was 
selling a concession or granting a 
privilege in permitting the exporta
tion of power. To be sure, the exist
ing law prohibits in some degree the 
exportation of power, but is there 
any reason why we should be paid 
for a concession or a privilege to 
change the law which I think is gen
erally admitted by people who are 
familiar with the facts to be wrong 
in principle and evil in its operation. 

The gentleman from Topsham 
(:\1r. Aldrich) suggests that if they 
spent this money for rural lines 



LEGISLATIVE RECORD-HOUSE, APRIL 1 859 

that would not do them any harm, 
they would still own the lines. Well, 
the only simile I can think of which 
would apply on an ownership of that 
kind would be something like a man 
owning Sidney bog out here, which 
isn't any particular good, and what 
possible good would it do anyone to 
spend money for something, even 
though he was going to own it after
ward, if he could not capitalize it, 
if he could not use it as a basis for 
value, and if he could not make it 
earn? Would that be an asset? Of 
course it would not; it would be of 
no value. 

The gentleman from Topsham sug
gested a thought which I do not 
think has been presented here be
fore, that the modification or repeal 
of the Fernald law might kill indus
try in the State of Maine by allow
ing the sale of electric power outside 
of Maine. and he mentioned that 
there were two industries in his 
neighborhood which might disap
pear, which might dry to dust and 
blow away because they own water 
power and because this law would 
permit them to sell that power out
side the State; and I want to tal,e 
those two industries and show that 
situation. The Cabot Manufacturing 
Company is a cotton mill at Bruns
wick and a profitable enterprise 
which made money in recent years 
when most cotton mills lost money. 
It owns somewhere around 6.000 
horse power which it carried on th'e 
books of that company, as I recall 
it, at somewhere around a million 
dollars. Under the water conditions 
on the Androscoggin river at Bruns
wick, it would be a fair estimate 
that that power plant, if devoted to 
the production of power for sale 
outside the mill, might produce fif
teen million kilowatt hours. If that 
power should be sold to a transmis
sion company in Brunswick at half 
a cent a kilowatt hour, the gross 
revenue receiYed from the sale of 
that power would be $75,000. The 
Cabot mill in recent years has been 
selling goods, I should say from 
two million to three million dollars 
a year, and the last recollection I 
have of their net earnings was that 
they made approximately $200.00;., 
net in one year. Now if you see any 
opportunity for a company to go 
into the power business when it is 
doing a two million dollar gross 
business now, and when it has been 
making $150.000 to $200.000 net, do 
you see any opportunity for them 

to go into the power business when 
their maximum expectation of gross 
earnings in the sale of power may 
be $75,000? 

Now the Pejepscot Paper Com
pany, located in Topsham, at Pejep
scot, on the Androscoggin river, Is 
said to own around ten thousand 
horse power; and of that ten thou
sand horse power my recollection is 
that about half of it is not electri
cally developed at all; so that they 
cannot sell any power unless they 
electrify and spend considerable 
money on that, and if they did fully 
utilize those plants, under the water 
conditions on that river the Pejep
scot Paper Company might generate 
twenty million kilowatt hours a 
year, and if they sold that at the 
same rate of half a cent a kilowatt 
hour to a transmission company 
around Brunswick, they would get 
gross earnings of $100,000. I am 
not sufficiently familiar with the 
earning statements of the Pejepscot 
Paper Company to say how many 
tons of paper they produce in a 
year; but it is ridiculous to suppose 
that either one of those companies 
would go into the power business 
so long as there was the slightest 
chance to carryon either the cot
ton business or the paper business 
with profit. 

In the arguments which have de
veloped during this Legislature, 
there have been objections raised to 
the exportation of power, and as 
one objection is met another seems 
to arise. "'-hen we came down here 
we heard a great deal about Federal 
control. After numerous lawyers 
had argued that proposition. one 
way or another, it seemed to be 
generally agreed that nobody knew 
whether we were in any danger of 
Federal control or not. \Ve might 
be and we might not; it seemed to 
be a fifty-fifty split; but in all the 
time that any of you have been here 
has anybody ever told you anythin/j/ 
evil, anything malicious. that the 
Federal government could do to us 
in the way of the power situation 
even if we did get Federal control? 
Did anybody ever hear anyone ex
plain any evil which might come 
even if Federal control did come 
about? A prominent member of 
this Legislature suggested as a 
means of preventing Federal control' 
that the generation of electric power 
should be separated from the trans
mission of electric power, so that 
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the Federal government, if it did 
get control, could not get control 
of the source of the power, and, if 
they rlid not get control of the 
source 'of· the power, there was no 
way in which they could handle 
that. That principle of divorcing 
the generation of power from the 
transmission of power was accepted 
and appears in the bill before you. 
But did that satisfy the objections? 
No. The story which we heard then 
was that it would be all right for 
the State of Maine to export surplus 
power but that there was no sur
plus power. Now I do not propose 
to argue that point of whether there 
is surplus power or not. If there 
is no surplus power, under this bill 
they cannot export it; and when this 
bill was redrafted and when there 
were injected into it certain 
thoughts which came from others 
than the original proponents, the 
first thing that was put into that 
new draft was a definition of sur
plus power, and the bill as it ran 
said that that was what they can 
export and they cannot export any
thing else. "The phrase 'surplus 
power,' wherever used in this act, 
means hydro-electric power, whicn 
in the case of a public utility com
pany is in excess of the amount of 
power required to supply all the 
reasonable demands for electric 
power within the territory in Maine 
in which said company is author
ized to do a public utility business 
and in the case of any other per
son, firm or corporation is in ex
cess of the amount required to sup
ply all reasonable demands for 
electric power in the market in 
Maine available to it taking into 
account in all cases the demand" 
which may be made under the pro
visions of section six of chapter 
sixty of the revised statutes," the 
reference being to that portion of 
the law which requires any company 
which is selling and generating elec
tricity to supply a public utility 
company upon demand if that pub
lic utility company will connect 
with its lines. If there is no sur
plus power, as has been said they 
cannot export it. They cannot ex
port any power that we need in the 
State of Maine either now or here
after, and the permit ran on that 
basis. 

Since there still seems to be some 
-opposition to the bill, I assume th'1l:t 
there are other objections which 
have not yet been met. I do not 
know what they are, but every sug
gestion, every objection that has 

heretofore been raised of an im
portant character has been met and 
has been adopted in this bill. If I 
thought that keeping power in the 
State of Maine would bring indus
tries into the State of Maine would 
I be here advocating the exportation 
of surplus power, or any power? 
My whole bUSiness, all the work that 
I do, is based upon financing indus
tries in the State of Maine. The 
future development of that work 
means that industries must stay in 
Maine and that new industries must 
be located in Maine, and can you 
conceive that I with anything but 
the utmost sincerity, would come 
here and favor exportation of sur
plus power if I thought that there 
was one industry that was likely to 
come down here on account of our 
undeveloped water power? 

I am reluctant to close for fear I 
may have left one word unsaid, that 
I may have left one deed undone, 
which might have inspired in some 
of you some of the absolute con
fidence which I feel myself that in 
passing this bill we are in no way 
endangering the rights of the peo
ple,-that we are not endangering 
our own industrial future. I feel, as 
many of you feel and as I wish 
you all would feel that it would be 
a great forward step for the State 
of Maine if we could only so modify 
the Fernald Law as to permit this 
development which I feel sure would 
take place in water powers by per
mitting the exportation of surplus 
power. (Applause) 

Mr. TUCKER of Sanford: Mr. 
Speaker, I have not the command of 
words nor the eloquence of oratory 
that my good friends, Mr. Chase 
and Mr. Aldrich, and other have 
but in a crude way of expressing 
myself I wish to know why we do 
not bring this whole matter down 
to a matter of business. 

vVe have had almost all the law
yers in the State, and in fact some 
outside of the State, expound the 
legal aspects. and we have had elec
trical engineers of large ability give 
us their best efforts to instruct us 
in what has been accomplished and 
what can be, while others have pre
sented theories pro and con. Now 
why not look at the business end of 
it? 

Usually, a business man about to 
make a deal works out the details in 
his own mind then goes for legal 
advice to find out how many holes 
there are he has not thought of that 
will cause trouble. In this case it 
seems to me we have had our legal 
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advice first, and now we must figure 
out what this export of surplus elec
tric power will do to and for busi
ness in the State of Maine. 

First, do we not find a large pro
portion, if not all, corporations, com
panies, or individuals uSing or buy
ing electric power in this State in 
favor of exporting the surplus elec
tricity under the restriction in the 
Smith Bill? Why so'! Because they 
need more and at a chea'per rate and 
believe that by making larger de
velopments of water power to carry 
higher voltage wires for longer dis
tances. Take, for instance, the Pep
perell mills in Biddeford, the Sanford 
and Goodall plants at Sanford, both 
buying electric power and may use 
more providing they are given 11 

proper rate. Now, these peo'ple would 
not express themselves in favor of 
exporting anything from the State 
that they could finance or develop 
themselves far themselves. There
fore, they are willing and anxious to 
allow other parties to expand, tak
ing a chance, if there is a chance, 
which I do not believe, of their 
plants not receiving benefit from the 
expansion. We all know the Sanford 
plants are Maine cor'porations very 
largely owned in Maine, and manag
ed by Maine people in the largest 
town in Maine. Why should not the 
small business man, the farmers, the 
day laborers, or the retired men be
lieve OUr own people who live in this 
State and whose whole life has been 
spent here, where theil' own indi
vidual property is situated? 

Everything connected with this 
matter must be governed by supply 
and demand, and anyone baving a 
surplus must find a market for that, 
or either curtail or quit. Look at tbe 
lumber industry in Maine today and 
compare with former years. We 
have millions of pine standing in 
Maine. What has happened to us? 
No market. Why? Because other 
states west and south bave filled 
their wants with products cheaper 
than we can produce tbem. There
fore, there will be but small receipts 
from our pine lands except from 
taxing the owner. 

The many millions of dollars need
ed to be expended to barness our 
water power in sba'pe to furnish 
hydro-electricity will have to come 
from out state, but the money so 
,expended cannot jump out of the 

State over night but will remain for 
taxation for years to come, and our 
State, County, City and Town asses
sors, it seems, should with the rec
ords of the public utility offi<:e be 
able to place a tax on the p~'operty 
that will be equitable in valuation 
and net the State a large revenue. 

Th Central Maine Power Co., is 
now paying $1000 per day, or $365,-
000 per year, while the Bangor 
Hydro are paying $500 'per day, and 
although we may think the valuation 
is not high enough it can be made 
so. 

I would be the last man to give up 
any of the peoples' rights to the 
State, to the Federal Government, 
or to any individual, but this God
given asset is something we have 
that the people nor the State can 
develop and use. vVhy not see it 
like any other commodity and not let 
it run to waste? 

Should we, grasp this opportunity 
we shall conserve this waste, getting 
as good a trade as we can, and not 
wait for another Inng term of years 
for some way to be provided that will 
take it away from us regardless of 
our wishes. Business today is gov
erned largely by electricity and al
though we have 11 certain amount of 
producing power we are not supreme 
and would be of small account 
should all othei' States put their full 
capacity in use. 

Mr. Speakei', I want just a few 
moments of your time. It se,ems 
useless to argue this further as most 
of us have made up our minds one 
way or the other and can vote as we. 
wish and then send it to the people 
and see which side they will confirm, 
and we shall be glad to accept their 
decision whichever it may be as it 
will be final and just. 

Our constituents sent us here to 
work for Maine and for their inter
ests, not to allow outside interests 
to exploit the natural resources of 
our State. Therefore, above all, let 
us consider this matter from the 
view point of those who sent us here 
rather than that of any selfish 
private interests. 

I shall vote for the Smith bill 1?e
cause I think it is for the best Ill

te1'e8t of the State of Maine, myself 
and my neighbor. 

Mr. ALDRICH of Topsham: Mr. 
Speaker, if I might infringe upon the 
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members' ,time for just a moment 
because of the fact that the gentle
man from, Cape Elizabeth (Mr. 
Chase) has made reference to what 
I said this morning, I would ap
preciate ,it. 

I concede to the gentleman from 
CaPe Elizabeth a perfect right to 
feel that the State of Maine may 
give away privileges and conces
sions without receiving al).ything 
therefor; but I wish to remind this 
House that I think within a week a 
bill has been passed in this House 
providing for an excise tax on pub
lic utilities and the only purpose 
and object which you must have had 
in your minds at that time was 
that it was proper and right that thc 
State of Maine, which had previously 
neglected to addpt it, should now do 
so. The gentleman says that under 
this section thirteen that they would 
not get a return on this as an in
vestment, and that would be lik·, 
owning a bog out here in Sidney 
that was of no value. He entirely 
misses the point. They would own 
the line over which they would ship 
the electricity to a market which 
they would develop, and if that is 
worth nothing to them, then it is an 
uneconomic proposition all the way 
through to ever send electricity tv 
the farming districts. 

I will' just make a reference to the 
possible application that this will 
have on the industrial situation. I 
will say now that I have been in
formed before I came to live in this 
State that in the town of Brunswick 
that where there is now a power 
plant that is operatcd by two men, 
I have been told that there were 
four or five mills there which were 
employing I 'don't know how many 
men. (Applause). Now what I 
want to know, and what I do not 
know, and what I think the members 
of this House do not know whether 
if therc is any possibility of our 
making this agreement that that 
thing can happen, not in Topsham 
but 'anywhere else in 'this State. If 
so, I >;ay to you my friends, that you 
arc entering on a proposition that 
may wipe some 'of your towns off the 
map. 

I appreciate that of course when 
they develop water powers there will 
be some money brought into this 
State. I appreciate that dams will 
be built and a few million dollars 

will be invested and the State' of' 
Maine will get the State tax of that 
investment, but there are no' towns 
that are going to' get it. I still insist 
that the State of Maine is gl'anting 
a privilege. 

The attorney for the power com-. 
pany stated that the Fernald law is
unconstitutional. If it is, for seven
teen years it has been considered by 
the State of Maine as affording the 
protection ,yhich they wanted. We, 
certainly are granting a privilege if 
we now abandon that policy, and I 
submit as a fair, reasonable economic 
proposition that this State, if it 
grants a privilege of that kind which 
is to be exercised as I have pointed 
out, not here but the benefit to bc 
received in Massachusetts-I say 
that the State of Maine if it does 
not receive something for it is not 
doing good business. (Applause). 

Mr. GRIFFIN of Biddeford: Mr. 
Speaker, I come from the city of 
Biddeford and that city has water 
power on the Saco river-developed 
water power-and the City of Bidde
ford has many mills that use this 
water power. Business today in the 
mills is poor and it has been poor 
for five years. This is not due to the 
fact that we do not have enough 
water power because we have a 
surplus. The fact that we have an 
industrial deprt'ssion in our Bidde
ford mills, and that we have this 
water pow;er here, brings us into a 
condition similar to that spoken 
about by my friend from Topsham 
(Mr. Aldrich) whereby the mills may 
some time junk all their machinery, 
junk their plant and sell their water 
power; but I say, Mr. Speaker and 
members of the House, that I have 
no fear that this will take place in 
Biddeford. 

The Pepperell mills are interested 
in manufacturing cloth and sheeting 
and that is their business. They 
have had control of thIS water power 
for a long period of years and have 
not any electric power business be
cause there is more money in manu
facturing cloth and this water power 
is only one 'factor that enters into 
the production of the cloth. Whether 
these mills will continue to run 
will depend on several economic fac
tors of which water power is only 
one. There is one factor of having 
a market. At the present time we 
are having an industrial depression, 
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not because of lack of water power 
but because we have not a market. 
We cannot run to full capacity be
cause we cannot sell our product. 

Another economic factor is the 
fact that we are so far from the raw 
supply. Whether these mills cono 
tinue to survive this depression de
pends upon how these economic con
ditions are met. The mills may be 
abandoned simply because they can
not make a go of it, not by reason 
of this water power. 

It has been said that the power 
company has its skilled lawyers and 
officers and they have looked into 
the future as to the possibilities of 
the situation; and I will say that 
the stockholders of these mills and 
industries have their attorneys and 
their officers and they look into the 
future of these things, I have no fear 
in going before my constituents on 
the propOSition that if there is any 
money to be made out of this water 
power the Pepperell mills will lJe 
making it. It is economicly possible 
for these mills to survive the indus
trial depression. We have had them 
in the past and are still living. This 
power is worth just as much to 
them as it is to a mill in Massachu
setts and it can be used there in
stead of being sont to Massachu
setts; and because of those things, 
1\11'. Speal{er, I sustain the motion 
of the gentlemiLn from Portland. :VII'. 
Hale. 

Mr. PIPER of Jackman: Mr. 
Speaker, I move the previous ques
tion. 

The SPEAKER Pl'O tefil: All those 
who are in favor of the Chair enter
taining the motion of the gentleman 
from Jackman, Mr. Piper for the 
previous question will rise and stand 
until counted and the monitors will 
return the count. 

A division was had, and a sufficient 
number voted in the affirmative. 

The SPEAKER pro tem: The 
next question is shall the main ques
tion be put now? All those who are 
in favor of that motion will say 
aye; contrary minded no. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion to put the main question pre
vailed. 

Mr. BISSETT of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, I move that the vote be 
taken by the yeas and nays. 

Mr. MORRILL of Gray: Mr. 
Speaker, before the yea and nay vote 
is taken, I wish that all who are 

interested in the Central Maine Pow
er Company, or any other power 
company, as stockholders, would take 
the same position that the gentleman 
from Auburn, Mr. vVing, took the 
other day on the railroad excise tax 
bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tern: The 
gentleman from Portland, Mr. Bis
sett, moves that the yea and nay vote 
be taken on the pending question. 
All those who are in favor will rise 
and stand until counted and the 
monitors will return the count. 

So many arose that the Chair 
ordored the yea and nay vote taken. 

Mr. BARTLETT of Bangor: Mr. 
Speaker, the gentleman from Sher
man, Mr. Seavey, was unexpeotedly 
called from the hall this morning and 
has not returned. He has asked me 
to pair with him. He would vote 
for the bill and I would vote against 
it. I, therefore, ask the House to 
excuse me from voting, 

The request of Mr. Bartlett was 
granted and that gentleman was ex
cused from voting. 

Mr. FOSTER of Ellsworth: Mr. 
Speaker, I have the same request to 
make. The gentleman from Fal
mouth, Mr. Williafils, would vote 
against the bill and I would vote for 
it. 

Thereupon Mr. Foster was ex
cused from voting for the reasons 
stated. 

Mr. COWELL of Berwick: Mr. 
Speakor, I pair with Mr. Farrington 
of Jay. He would vote for the bill 
and I against it, and I would like 
to bo excused. 

'l'hereupon Mr. Cowell was excused 
for the reasons stated. 

Mr. HOLBHOOK of Vanceboro: 
Mr. Speaker, I have a small interest 
in the Bangor Hydro Electric Com
pany and I would like an opinion 
from the Chair as to the propOSition 
stated by Mr. Morrill of Gray. 

'rhe 81 '8AK:EI-t vro ten1: J can sa~' 
to the g'l~ntlcn1an fl'om Vanceboro OUr. 
Holbrook) that that is a mattl'r which 
he must decide himself. He is not de
barred from yoUng' if he desires to 
vote. The pending- question is on the 
iOmith Lill, so-called, and the: motion 
of the gentleman from Portland, :'Ill'. 
Hale, is that bill an act to proyidp [01' 

the exportation of surnlus IH)Wt"l". S. 
1'. ,,"3, S. D. 209, and House Amend
ments A (H. D. 533) n (544) and C 
(H. D. 54:1) be passed to be engrossed. 

Tho Clerk will call the roll. 
YEA-Ayer, Bartlett (paired), Bish-
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op, Bissett, Blaisdell, Boston, Breen, 
Burns, Butler, Carleton, Portland; 
Chamberlain, Chase, Church, Cole, 
Cowell (paired), Cram, Crockett, Cyr, 
Daigle, Davitt, Deakin, Decker, Deer
ing, Dennison, Douglas, Dudley, Ca
lais; Eustis, Farrington (paired). Flint, 
Forhan, Foster (paired), Fuller, Gagne, 
Gillespie, Goodwin, Lebanon; Green
leaf, Griffin, Hale, Hammond, Hamel, 
Hathaway, Heath, Holbrook, Jackson, 
Kane, Addison, King, Kinsman, Kitch
en, Lait, Laughlin, Leathers, Mans
field, Marden, Mal'tin, McCart, McIn
tire, McLean, Melcher, Merrill, Met
calf, Milliken, Nadeau, Patterson, 
l-'endexter, Pike, Piper, Powers, Raw
ley, Richardson, Roy, Ruggles, Sar
gent, Seavey (paired), Snow, Snow
man, Staples, Eliot, Staples, \Vater
ville; Sturtevant, St. Clair, Tucker, 
Vail, Wheeler, White, \Villiams, Fal
mouth (paired); Wing, Kingfield. 

NAY-Aldrich, Allen, Anderson, 
New Sweden; Anderson, South Port
land; Bailey, Belleau, Bisbee, Booker, 
Boynton, Brackett, Brewster, Briggs, 
Br(HVn, Bruce, Bul.:::er, Carleton, \Vin
terport; Chaney, Clifford, Comins, 
Crawford, Dudley, Castle Hill; Ellis, 
Ferguson, Fobom, Gay, Gilchrest, 
Goodwin, Sanford; Greene, Harris, 
Hawkes, Holman, Houg'hton, Hughes, 
Ingraham, Jones, Littlefield, Lowell, 
l\iackinnon, Maloon, Marriner, Mc
Knight, Mears, Morin, Morrill, Nor
\yood, llage, Robie. Gorham; Robie. 
"\Vestbrook, ;Rounds, Smith, Stone, 
Bridgton; Stone, Biddeford; Storm, 
Sturg-is, Thurston, Tripp, VaTDum, 
Webber, "\Villiams, "\Vebster; \Ving, 
Auburn; \Vinslow, Wood, 'Vyman. 

ABSENT-Cain, Clinton; Saucier, 
"\Veston. 
Yes-7~. 
No-63. 
Absent-3. 

The SPI·;AKER pro tem; Seventy
nine having voted in the affirmative 
and 63 in the negative the motion 
prevailed, and the bill was passed to 
be engrossed as amended. (Applause) 

Mr. HALE of Portland; Mr. Speak
er, 1 move that the vote just taken be 
reconsidered. and I hope that my mo
tion will not prevail. 

I\. viva voce VOt8 being taken, thf~ 
the motion to reconsider failed of 
passage. 

Mr. HAMMO="D of Van Buren: Mr. 
Speakcr, I move we recess until three 
o'clock. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion failed of passage. 

The SPEAKER pro tem; There are 
three matters before the House taken 
from the table this morning by the 
gentleman from Portland, Mr. Hale, 

and the Chair recognizes the gentle
man from Portland, Mr. Hale. 

Mr. HALE: Mr. Speaker, the next 
matter taken from the table this morn
ing by me is Senate Document 262, 
an act to create a commission to in
vestigate and to negotiate a compact 
regarding water power and electricity 
in New England as amended by Senate 
Amendment A. I signed the ought 
not to pass report on this bill, but 
inasmuch as the Smith bill has passed, 
it is a matter of indifference to me, 
and I yield the floor. 

Mr. \'VING of Auburn: Mr. Speaker, 
I move that the bill be passed to be 
engrossed. 

Mr. ,VING of Kingfield; Mr. Speaker, 
I s('cond the motion. 

Me McIl\'TIHE of Norway: Mr. 
Speaker and members of the House; 
This matter is not one of indifference 
to me. I am interested in this whole 
proposition. and while I have no objec
tion to the theory of the so-called 
Oakes bill, if it can be set back two, 
four or six years. I think at the pres
ent time We are liable 1,0 be getting 
into difficulties and I am not so opti
mistic as some people. I do not see 
how a compact can possibly be ar
ranged before a. referendum On the 
so-called ,Smith bill. It seems to me 
there is very grave dang'er of con
fusing the twc. issues at the time of 
that referendum. I have some doubts 
that it can be accomplished by a com
pact in any case, and with the possi
bility of such confusion arising I 
hope the motion to pass this measure 
will not prevail. 

The SPBAKER pro tem: The ques
tion before the House is on the motion 
of the gentleman from Auburn, Mr. 
Wing---

Mr. CYR of \Vaterville: Mr. Speaker, 
I ask for a division of the House. 

Mr. HALE of Portland; Mr. Speak
er, I move that when the vote is taken 
it be taken by the yeas and n·j.vs. 

Mr. CYR: Mr. Speaker, I withdraw 
my motion. 

The SPEAKER pro tem; The ques
tion before the House is, shall the 
ChaIr ent<,rtain the motion of the gen
tleman from Portland, Mr. Hale. that 
a yea and nay vote be taken. Those 
in fav"r will rise and stand until 
counted and tht' monitors will return 
the count. 

A division was had, and a sufficient 
number arose. 

The SPEAKER pro tern: The pend
ing question is on the motion of the 
gentleman from Auburn, Mr. Wing, 
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that Senate Document 262, Senate 
Amendment A, be passed to be en
grossed. Those in favor of the motion 
\vill say yes "yhen their names are 
called; those opposed no. Before pro
ceeding with the roll call, however, I 
will ask the gentlemen who requested 
to be excused from voting on the oth0r 
bill if they desire to be excused from 
voting on this measure. 

Mr. FOSTER of Ellsworth: Mr. 
Speaker, I neglected to ask Mr. \Vil
lialns of Falmouth this morning ho-w 
he would vote on the Oakes bill, and 
1 think it \Voulli not be fair tv him to 
vote. Therefore, I ask to be excused. 

'1'her8upon it \vas voted to excus~.; 

Mr. Fostpr of T~lIswo1'th from votin.~· 
for the reason given. 

1\11'. H.\MMO:\"D of Van Buren: 1\11'. 
Speaker, 1 do not think everybody un
derstood the quc·stion. ,Yill you kind
ly state it again ': 

rl'he SPJ'~~-\Kl(H pro t8111: Thc' qUPR

tion upon -which you are to vote is 
.a bi11 an act tf) create a C'01l1111ission 
to investigate and npgotiate a COln

pnct rt'garding waleI' powr~r and elec
tricity in ~(·\V England.. Senate Docu
ment 202. being- Senate _Alnendulent A, 
on the lIlotion cf tho gentlelnan froll1 
Auhurn, Mr. \Ying, ihat this be passed 
to be cngrossC'-d. The clerk will call 
the roll. 

YIGA-..:~n~lersoll, Ne\v S\\'eden; An
derson, South Portland; Ayer, Bart
ktt ndleau, Blaisdell, Booker. Breen, 
Rre\vsler, Briggs, Hro\\rn, Buker, 
Burns. Butler, Carleton,. Portland; 
Carleton, \\"in tcrport: Chamberlain, 
Chaney, Church., Chfford, Cole, Com
ins, Clnvell, Cr~nl. Crockett, Daigle, 
Deoring, Doug']as, Dudley, Calais; El
lis, Ft;rg-uson, Forhan, Fosif'r (ex
cused), Fuller, Gay, Gilcbrest, Gilles
pie, Gooc1vvin, Lehanon; Goodwin, San
ford; Greene, I-farris, Hu\vkl's, Heath, 
I-To]n1an, I-loughton, Illgl'ah~lnl, Jones, 
Kitchen, Leathers, Littlefield, :\lac
Ki nnon, l\-Taloon, l\Iardpn, l\larriner, 
McC'nrt. ::V1cKnight, Milliken, l\Iorin, 
l\Tadpau, ~or\vood, Patterson, 1>o\,:er,<-;, 
Hobie. Gorham; Robie, \\"estbrook, 
Rounds, Sauci(~r, Snlith. Sno\v, Sno\v
man, Stapks, l£liot: .Staples, ,Yater
yUle; Stone, Bridgton; Stone, TIidde
for<1; Stann, ~turgis, Thur:.:;ton. Tripp, 
Yarnum. ,Yebl",r, ,Yheeler, \Yhite, 
\\"illiams. 'Ycbst('r: ,Ying, Auburn; 
\\"ing, King'field; 'YinNlo\\', \\"oocl, \\'y
l11an. 

NAY-Aldrich, Allen, Bailey, Bis
ber'. Bishop, Biss0tt, Boston. Braelwtt, 
Bruce, eh,lse. Crawfonl, Cyr, Da"itt, 
]Jennison, Dudleo'. CasUe Hill; Eustis, 
FlInt, F'olsom, Gagno, nreenleaf, Grif
fin. Hale, Hammond, Hamel. Hatha
'\ ny. Holbrook, Hug-he-s. J:l.C'l.;:son, I<':'lnc, 
Addifion; I{ing. Kinslnan, Laughlin, 
Lowell, :\fansfield, ::VIclntire, McLean, 

Mears, Melcher, Merrill, Metcalf, ,Page, 
Pike, Piper, Rawley, RIchardson, Roy, 
Sargent, Sturtevant, St. Clair, Tucker, 
Vail. 

ABSENT-Boynton, Cain, Clinton; 
Deakin, Decker, F'arrington, Lait, 
Morrill, Pendexter, Ruggles, Seavey, 
\Yeston, \Yilliams, Falmouth. 

Yes-86. 
.010-51. 
Absent-12. 
The SPEAKER pro tem: Eighty

six having voted in the affirmative 
and 51 in the negative the motion 
of the gentleman from Auburn, Mr. 
Wing, that the bill as amended by 
Senate Amendment A be passed to 
be engrossed prevailed. 

(At this point Mr. Dudley with
drew as Speal>:er 'pro tem, amid the 
applause of the House, the members 
rising, and Speaker Martin resumed 
the Chair) 

Mr. BAHTLETT of Ba.ngor: Mr. 
.speaker, I move that we reconsider 
the vote just taken, and I hope that 
my motion will not prevail. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion to reconsider failed of pas
sage. 

Mr. HALE of Portland: M1'. 
Speaker, the next assigned matter is 
Senate Document No.6, an act to 
amend the charters of all corpora
tions making, generating, selling, 
distributing and sup'plying electricity. 
I, myself, Signed the ought not to 
pass report on that measure and 
shall vote against it, but for the sake 
of expediting public business, I will 
yield the fioor to the gentleman from 
Auburn, Mr. Wing. 

Mr. vVING of Auburn: Mr. 
Speaker,. I move that this bill be 
passed to be engrossed. Inasmuch 
as we have passed the Smith bill 
and passed the compact bill, I think 
we may as well pass this bill, and 1 
move that it be 'passed to be en
grossed. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion prevailed and the bill was 
passed to be engrossed. 

Mr. HALE of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, the next assigned mattel' 
is Senate Document 261, an act to 
amend thc charters of Maine cor
porations incorporated for transmis
sion of electricity and to limit the 
rights of foreign corporations auth
orized to do business in Maine for 
similar purpose. This, as I under-
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stand it, is a redraft of Senate 
Document 7 which was one of the so
called Carter bills. My own posi
tion on the matter was adverse as i 
believed the matter entirely un
necessary; but, as stated before, for 
the sake of expediting business I yield 
to the gentleman from Auburn, Mr. 
'VYing. 

Mr. 'WING of Auburn: Mr. 
Speaker, I acknowledge the courtesy 
01 the gentleman from Portland, Mr. 
Hale; and inasmuch as we have 
passed Senate Document No.6, and 
Senate Document 261 in its new 
draft is conceded to be a companion 
piece of legilslation-and if you hav"" 
one you should have the other-this 
deals with foreign corporations com
ing i.nto the State-I move that 1t 
pass to be engrossed. 

Mr. CHASE of Cape Elizabeth: 
Mr. Speaker, I do not think it neces
sarily follows that because we pass 
one bill that we ought to pass them 
all. If we do that, we will find the 
Chase bill next in line and we will 
have to pass that. (Laughter) 

I am not going to make a speech 
on these Carter bills, but I believe 
tile one we have just passed and the 
onc before is rather an unwarranted 
interference with business by seek
ing to amend every charter back for 
the last ninety-five years. When a 
State makes a charter it is in ef
fect a contract with the Company, 
and if anybody should put forward 
the proposition that I could change 
any contract that my firm had made 
for tile last ninety-five years, it 
would be considered a crazy proposi
tion. That right is reserved to the 
State because at onc time the ,state 
got into trouble about something 
they wanted to do and could not so 
they passed this charter law. 

Now it may be that this is not a 
turning issue, but I think it is an 
unwananted interfel'ence with busi
ness and I do not 'see that it accom
plishes anything. I object to the 
idea of virtually tearing up all these 
old contracts unless there is some 
excuse therefor. There is no oc
easion for this bill, nor I think' for 
the other one, and I trust we will 
consider, at least, before we pass 
this bill just because we happened 
to have passed three other so-call
ed power bills. 

Mr. HOLMAN of Bangor: Mr. 
Speaker, it seems to me that it would 

be too bad to separate and send 
back this family of bills with one 
absent; and I hope the motion of the 
gentleman from Auburn (Mr. Wing) 
will prevail. 

Mr. HALE: Mr. Speaker, it seems 
to me that the Senate has a very 
large family to support, and it would 
be very pleased if it only got back 
three. 

The SPEAKER: The question be
fore the House is on the motion of 
the gentleman from Auburn, Mr. 
\Ving, that Senate Document 261 be 
passed to be engrossed. As many as 
are in favor of this motion will say 
aye; those opposed no. 

A viva voce vote being doubted, 
A division of the House was had, 
Fifty-nine voting in the affirma-

tive and 44 in the negative the bill 
was passed - to be engrossed. (Ap
plause) 

Permission was given Mr. White 
of Dyer Brook to introduce an order 
out of order, and that gentleman 
presented the following order and 
moved its passage: 

Ordered, that ten thousand copies 
of the debate on the water powe:" 
bills be printed. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
order failed of passage. 

The SPEAKER: Under tabled and 
today assigned the Cllair lays before 
the House the first assigned matter 
being House report ought not to pass 
of the joint committees on Public 
Utilities, Interior Waters anCl Ju
diciary on bill an act to incorporate 
the Maine Water Storage and Power 
Transmission Company, tabled by Mr. 
Patterson of Castine, March 30, pend
ing acceptance of the report; and th~ 
Chair recognizE'S the gentleman from 
Castine, Mr. Patterson. 

Mr. PATTERSON: Mr. Speaker, 
with the various power bills passed, 
my I urpose in tabling this mattlli" 
has been accomplished, and I yield to 
tli,; gentleman from Cape Elizabeth, 
1\11'. Chase. 

On motion by Mr. Chase of Cape 
Elizabeth the report was accepted, 
and sent up for concurrence. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays 
before the House the second assigned 
matter for today majority report of 
the committee on Legal Affairs re
porting ought not to pass on bill an 
act to amend the charter of the city 
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of Portland, House Paper 727, H. D. 
199, together with petitions, and 
minority report on same biII and pe
titions, reporting sam'" in new dra Et. 
under same title, H. P. ~233, ana tlla! 
it ought to pass, tabled by Miss 
Laughlin of Portland, March 30, 
pending acceptance of either repor:; 
and the Chair recognizes the rep
rescntative from Portland, l\Iiss 
Laughlin. 

~1iss LAUGHLIN: l\1I'. Speaker, in 
view of the fact that the new draft 
upon which we are supposed to 1Jp 

voting is not back from the printer, it 
does 'not seem possible to considez
this matter today. I therefore, move 
that it be retabled and spccially as
signed for Tuesday next. 

A viva voce vote being taken the 
reports were retabled and specially 
assigned for Tuesday, April 5. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays 
before the House the first unassigned 
mattcr under a rule recently passed, 
being the majority report of the com
mittec on Legal Affairs, reporting 
ought not to pass'on bill an act relat
ing to the age at which persons are 
capable of consenting to marriage, H. 
P. 529, H. D. 138, and minority report 
ought to pass on same bill, tabled by 
Miss Laughlin of Portland, March 30, 
pending acceptancp of either report; 
and thp Chair recognizes the repre
sentative from Portland, :l\Iiss Laugh
lin. 

On motion by Miss Laughlin the re
ports were retabled and specially as
signed for Monday, April 4. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays 
before the House the second unas
signed matter Senate report. ought to 
1'''"S, i'rom the committe" on Salarips 
and Fees on bill an act relating to 
the salary of the Commissioner of 
Agriculture, S. P. 255, S. D. 2-56, 
tabled by Mr. Greenleaf of Auburn, 
March 30, pending acceptance of the 
report in concnrrencc; and the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Au
burn, Mr. Greenleaf. 

Mr. CRElENLFJAF: Mr. Speaker, I 
think an explanation is due the HOllse 
why I tabled this report. Someone 
said that I was threatening the com
missioner. That was not ImY inten
tion at all. The next unassig~ed mat
ter on this calendar has to do with 
the stipend which was withheld by 
the commissioner from the Maine 
State ]'air Association which is large-

ly owned by my constituents. This 
rcport on that stipend was arrived at 
as a result of a compromise whereby 
the members of the Association 
agreed to be smeared with five hun
dred dollars' worth of immorality in 
order that the findings of the com
missioner might be sustaincd to a 
certain extent; and although it was 
very much against our will, we 
agreed to this compromise. "When I 
found out that a certain member of 
this House intended to tackle that 
measure, as he said, from the com
missioner's standpoint of view, I came 
down here and I find this stipend on 
the calendar, and two jumps ahead of 
it I saw the resolve to raise the 
commissioner's salary so much, 
Therefore, I tabled it because I want
ed to find out whether the commIs
sioner was a party to the breaking of 
this agreement. I have stnce talked 
with several people, inciuding the 
Governor, and I am satisfied in my 
own mind now that the commissioner 
was not a party to this agreement, 
and therefore, I have no personal 
feeling in this matter, for that rea
SOn I now yicld the floor. 

The SPEAKER: The pending ques
tion is on the acceptance of the re
port of the committee, ought to pass 
in concurrcnce with the Senate. 

On motion by Mr. Robie of GorhaJrn 
the report was accepted in concur
rence, the bill had its two several 
rcadings and the next legislative day 
aSRigned. 

The SPEA KFJR: The Chair lays 
before the House the third unassigned 
matter being' Senate report ought to 
pass in new draft of the committee on 
Claims On resolve in favor of the 
l\Taine State .\gricultural Society for 
the State stipend for lfJ26, new draft 
S. P. 510, S. D. 257, tabled by Mr. 
Greenlpaf of Auburn, March 30, pend
ing acceptance of thc report in con
currencp; and the Chair recognizes 
thf~ g'pntleman from Auburn, Mr. 
Greenleaf. 

::\11'. GnFJENLEAF: Mr. Speaker, 
in spite of my best efforts I think 
there is going to be debate on this 
subject. I believe the House has 
heard all the talk it wants to for one 
day, m,d J would like to have this 
tahl('d and specially assigned for 
Tuesday next. 

A viva voce vote being tak~n, the 
motion prevailed and the report was 
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retabled and specially assigned for 
Tuesday, April 5. 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD of Kennebunk: 
Mr. Speaker, may I ask for informa
tion whether there is to be a session 
of the Honse this evening? The only 
reason for my asking this question 
is that if we are going to stay here a 
few minutes and put through a half 
doz,en of these things on which per
haps some members wish to talk-you 
see how the House looks now and the 
House will be practically emptied in 
five minutes; but if we have got 
anything to do that is of any import
ance I think the House will stay, to 
bring the thing to a head I will move 
that we now adjourn to half past 
four Monday next, so that the mem
bers here who wish to get home to
night may catch the 3.51 train. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Kennebunk moves that the 

House now adjourn until 4.30 P. M. 
Monday next. As many as are in 
favor will say aye ~ those opposed no. 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD: Mr. Speaker, 
I move that we have a division. 

The SPEAKER: The question be
fore the House is on the motion of the 
gentleman from Kennebunk, Mr. Lit
tlefield, that the House now adjourn, 
the adjournment time being until 
Monday next at 4.30 P. M. and the 
Chair trusts that every mem ber will 
vote one way or the other on this. 
As many as are in favor of the mo
tion will rise and stand until counted 
and the monitors wilJ return the 
count. 

A division being had, 

Fifty-three voting in the affirma
tive and 36 in the negative, the mo
tion to adjourn prevailed, and the 
House adjourned until 4.30 o'clock P. 
M. Monday, April 4. 


