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HOUSE 

Tuesday, March 1, 1927. 
The House met according to ad

journment and was called to order by 
the Speaker. 

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Quimby of 
Augusta. 

Journal of the previous session 
read and approved. 

Papers from the Senate disposed of 
in concurrence. 

From the Senate: Bill an act to 
provide equitable and uniform taxa
tion of motor vehicles, S. P. 359, S. 
D. 138. 

Resolve proposing an amendment 
to Section 8 of Article LX of the Con
stitution of rhe State of Maine fix
ing the maximum rate on intangibles. 
S. P. 370, S. D. 147. 

Resolve proposing an amendment 
to Section 8, Article IX of the Con
stitution of the State of Maine, pro
viding that no tax on inheritances 
be levied, S. P. 371, S. D. 148. 

Resolve proposing an amendment 
to Section 8, Article IX of the Con
stitution of t " State of Maine, pro
viding that no tax on income shall 
be levied, S. P. 372, S. D. 149. 

Comes from the Senate referred to 
the committee on Taxation. 

Mr. WING of Auburn: Mr. Speak
er, these matters of iax I suppose 
should originate in the House of Rep
resentatives, according to the Consti
tution. I move that they lie upon the 
table. 

The SPEAKER: Does the gentlf'
man from Auburn (Mr. Wing) wish 
this motion to apply to each one of 
them? 

Mr. 'WING: To each one, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Therf'upon the several matters 
were tabled, pending reference in 
concurrpnce. 

Messages and Documents from Heads 
of De partments 

The following Communication: 
STATE OF MAINE 

To the Honorable, The House of 
Representatives: 

Complying \"ith your order of Feb
ruary 22nd, 1927, addrpssed to the 
Public Utilities Commission and the 

Forest Commissioner, we resp .... ctful
ly report the following: 

QUESTION: Are there any dam 
sites on the public lots of the St. 
John River shed in Aroostook, Som
erset or Penobscot Counties? 

ANSWER: Such public lots in the 
townships of northern Maine, em
braced within the counties of Aroos
took, Somerset and Penobscot, as 
have been located indicate only two 
possible dam sites, as follows: 

1. That found in Range 11, Town
ship No. 18, upon the Little Black 
River, a tributary of the St. John 
River; 

2. 'l'hat found in Range 14, 'rown
ship No. 11, located on Chemquassa
bamticook River, a tributary of the 
Allegash River. 

Both banks of the site in each in
stance are on a public lot. We have 
no data on the exact amount of fall 
at these points, but reports show 
them both to be very small. From 
information in our possession, we 
have no way of computing the 
amount of power available. The 
drainage area on the Little Black 
River is approximately 250 square 
miles. About three miles below the 
point of the site, on private proper
ty, is a good site where a dam can 
be erected thirty-five feet high, which 
would flood a part of the public lot. 
The drainage area on Chemquassa
bamtlcook Stream is about 150 square 
miles. Neithe·r of these possible dam 
sites on public lots was deemed im
portant enough to be mentioned in 
the report of enginee·l's on power 
a vailable to the International Com
mission, pertaining to the River St. 
John, in 1912. It may not be entirely 
responsive, but may be deemed per
tinent, to state that the public lots 
of many of the townships in this 
section of the state have not yet been 
located. 

That our report may be somewhat 
more intelligible, we append section 
of a map showing the points under 
discussion. 

Respectfully submitted, 
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION, 
By CHARLES E. GURNEY, 

HERBERT W. TRAFTON, 
NEIL L. VIOLETTE, 

Forest Commissioner. 
February 25, 1927. 
On motion by Mr. Wing of Auburn, 

the above communication was ac-
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ce'pted, placed on file and 500 copies 
ordered printed. 

The following communication: 
February 21, 1927. 

To the Honorable Senate and 
House of Representatives, of the 
Eighty-third Maine Legislature. 

In compliance with the request con
tained in yoeir joint order of Febru
ary 24th and 25th, lU27, I am submit
ting herewith a statement showing 
the amounts of premiums and gratu
ities paid by the val'ious Agricultural 
Societies of the State at the Exhi
bitions held in 1926 together with th,' 
amount of stipend paid to each and 
the percentage upon which such Sti
pend was apportioned. 

Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) F. P. WASHBURX, 

Commissioner of Agriculture. 
On motion by Mr. Church of Hal

lowell, the communication was ac
cepted. place(l on file, 500 copies 01'
d('rpd printed and sent up (or con
currence'. 

The following bills, remonstrances, 
and petitions were receiYed and upon 
reeommendation of the committee on 
reference of bills were referred to the 
following committees: 

Banks and Banking 
By Mr. Sturtevant of East Liver

morc: An act to enable Trust Com
panies to discontinue branches or 
agencies. (H. P. 953) 

Judiciary 
By Mr. Wing of Auburn: Remon

strance of E. L. Moore of Livermore 
and 40 others of Livermore against 
the repeal in any manner of Direct 
Primary Law. (H. P. 954) 

By MI'. Wood of Patten: Remon
strance of C. G. Christopher and 27 
oth"rs opposing same. (H. P. 955) 

Legal Affairs 
By Mr. Littlefield of Kennebunk: 

An act relating to licensing operators 
of motor vehicles, tractors or trail
ers. (ll. P. 956) 

(500 copies ordered printed) 
By Mr. Ingraham of Bangor: An 

act concerning intelligence officers. 
(H. P. 957) 

(500 copies ordered printed) 
Mercantile Affairs and Insurance 
By lVIr. Bartlett of Bangor: An act 

relating to liability insurance pre
miums. (H. P. 958) 

(500 copies ordered printed) 

Salaries and Fees 
By Mr. Littlefield of Kennebunk: 

An act relating to fees of deputy 
sheriffs in attendance upon the 
courts. (H. P. 960) 

Sea and Shore Fisheries 
By Mr. Fuller of Southwest Har

hoI': An act to repeal Special Law of 
1917, Chapter 181, establishing a close 
time on lobsters. (H. P. 963) 

By the same gentleman: Petition 
of HeIll'y S. Sawyer and 37 otlIers in 
I'avor of same. (H. P. 962) 

Taxation 
By :\11'. Staplps of Eliot: Remon

strance of J. Leroy 'Villard of Kit
tery and 65 otlwr:" against an in
crease in tIle tax Oil g:lsoline. (H. P. 
959) 

Orders 
On motion by Mr. Rounds of Port

land, it was 
Ordered, that there be printed 

!l,OOO additional copies of tll(' t!'an
script of testimony in the water 
pO'wer hearing. 

Mr. Sturgis of Auburn presented 
the following order and moved its 
passage. 

Ordered, the Senate concurring, 
that bill an act relating to the Ken
n"hec Agricultural Soclety at Read
field, H. P. 830, be returned to the 
House bv the committee on Agricul-
ture. . 

The order received passage and 
was sent up for concurrence. 

Reports of Committees 
Mr. Piper from the Committee on 

Interior \Vaters on remonstrances of 
C. A. Bradstreet and 49 others, and 
Melville E. Goss and 723 others; 
against til" passage of act changing 
the name of "No Name Pond," so
called, in Lewiston (H. P. 847) and 
(E. P. 848) re]1nrted that same be 
placed on file as the subject matter 
to which they refer has previously 
he0n adversely reported. 

Mr. Dudley from the Committee on 
.Judiciary reported "Ought not to 
pass" on bill an act to create the of
fice of Commisshner of Motor Vehi
cles, place the administration of sev
eral motor yehicle provisions of law 
under his jurisdiction and adminis
tration; and to place the State High
way Police, the appointment of 
Highway Police Officers, and the ad
ministration of the State Highway 
Police Law, under the jurisdiction 
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and control of said Commissioner of 
Motor Vehicles. (H. P. 178) (H. D. 
51) 

(Tabled by Mr. Morrill of Gray 
pending acceptance of report) 

Mr. Hammond from the committee 
.on Taxation reported same on bill 
an act establishing a low rate tax on 
intangible personal property in ac
cOl'dance with Constitutional Amend
ment permitting same. (H. P. 167) 
(R. [) 53) 

Mr. PATTERSON of Castine: Mr. 
Speaker I rna 'c the acceptance of the 
report of the committte "ought not to 
pass" and on that motion I wish to 
address the House very briefly. 

Perhaps it is somewhat unusual for 
one who introduced a bill to move ac
ceptance of the committee report, 
"ought not to pass." I simply wish 
in so doing to call attention to the 
fact that I do not surrender in any 
way my conviction upon this sub
jcct. I went before the committee and 
was treated very courteously by it. 
Thev listened to my argument though 
appa,rently it did not prevaE with 
them very heavily. The opponents 
.of the bill treated me very courte
.ously but I cannot help feeling that 
all the arguments made against the 
bill bcfore the committee were argu
ments against any form of taxation 
on intangibles rather than ar~umen~s 
ag'ainst a low rate tax upon IntangI
ble property. ThiR act setting up a 
low rate on intangibles did not tax 
any intangibles whir h are not taxed 
under the present law, which ta~es 
them at the local rate. As taxatIon 
at the local rate would mean a prac
tical confiscation of income, a pollcy 
of nullification has grown up which 
I do not believe is a good thing for 
the State. It seems to me that if it 
is to be the policy of the Legislature 
not to have a low rate upon intan
gibles, T,hat they should go all the 
way, and pass a law repealing the tax 
upon intangibles altogether, thu~ do
ing away with this state of null1fica
tion. 

I deem it, of course, with the 
unanimous report of the committee 
against the bill, and knowing the 
sentiment of the House, inexpedient 
to go on with this matter at th!s 
time. I think eventually that thIS 
matter which has been before the 
Legislature of the State in some form 
or other for the past thirty years
some day I think the people will see 
a great light and this legislation will 

pass, but now is not the time. I 
have been encouraged by some mem
bers of the House to think. that there 
is some support of this measure in 
the House. Some of them have 
thought that we ought to fight this 
thing through and make a statement 
of the matter at any rate so that the 
matter could be discussed and the 
position of the proponents of this 
measure made clear; but it is the 
first of March and there is a great 
deal of important legislation coming 
before the House, and it would not 
be right to take up the time of the 
House to discuss matters which there 
is no possibility of passing. Conse
quently, I move the acceptance of 
the committee's report. I am a good 
loser, gentlemen, and I am perfectly 
willing to accept the report of the 
eommittee. 

ThQreupon the report of the com
mittee "ought not to pass" was ac
cepted. 

Mr. Flint from the committee on 
inland Fisheries and Game reported 
"ought to pass" on bill an aet to 
regulate fishing in the outlet of 
Grand Lake, so-eaIIed, wholly or 
partly in Forest City, so-called, an 
unorganiz.ed township in the county 
of Washington H. P. 130. 

Mr. FLINT of Monson: Mr. Speak
er, to explain this matter so you wiII 
understand it. These Grand Lakes 
are the dividing boundary line be
tween the State of Maine and the 
province of New Brunswick, and the 
law in New Brunswick now allows 
fishing fifteen days later than it does 
in the State of Maine. The residents 
of Maine did not like to have them 
eome over from New Brunswick and 
sit in their boats and fish in the State 
of Maine; so it simply makes the 
season uniform with that of New 
Brunswick in this special lake. 

Thereupon the report was accepted, 
and the bill ordered printed under 
the joint rule. 

Mr. Duker from the committee on 
Inland Fisheries and Game reported 
"ought to pass" on bill an act to pro
teet pheasants in the town of Poland 
in the county of Androscoggin (H. P. 
106.) 

Mr. Brown from the committee on 
Pensions reported same on Resolve 
providing for a State Pension for 
Mary J. French of Carmel (H. P. 
537.) 

Mr. Bailey from same committee 
reported same on Resolve in favor of 
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Cora 1\1. Perkins, providing a State 
Pension (H. P. 476:) 

.Mr. Brown from same committee 
reported same on Resolve providing 
for a State Pension for Emily Nod
din of Kenduskeag (II. P. 538.) 

Mr. Briggs from same Committee 
reported same on bill an act relating 
to juvenile institutions. (II. P. 386.) 

Mr. Piper from the Committee on 
Taxation reportcd same on bill an act 
relating to exemption from taxation 
of the estates of war veterans. (H. 
P. 545.) 

lteports read and accepted and the 
bills and resolves ordered printed 
under thc Joint Rules. 

Mr. Bissett from the Committce on 
PcnsionH on Rcsolve in favor of 
Louise D. Mayhew of Mount Vernon 
in lieu of Teachers' Pension (H. P. 
536) reported same in a new draft 
(H. 1'. %4) under same title and that 
it "Ought to pass." 

Report read and accepted and the 
new draft ordered printed under the 
Joint Rules. 

First Reading of Printed Bills and 
Resolves 

(H. P. 43) (H. D. 277) An act to 
enable the Home for Aged Men to 
hold property up to one million dol
lars. 

(II. P. 934) (R. D. 283) An act to 
incorporate the Union HiveI' Railway 
Company. 

(H. P. 935) (H. D. 284) An act to 
providc 1"01' the retirement of fire
men, in the city of Augusta. upon 
half pay. 

(1-1. P. 936) (H. D. 285) An act re
lating to close time on scallops. 

(H, P. 939) (R. D. 287) An aet re
lating to insurance upon Jives of dir
ecton" officerfl, agents and employeR 
of corporations and prescrihing what 
sllall constitute evidence of due au
thority for aU corporate actions with 
reference thereto. 

(H. P. 945) (II. n. 288) An act to 
create and to define the powers and 
duties of a State Commission to 
represent the State in arrangmg and 
cal'rying out a program for the cele
bration of the bicentennial of the, 
bit·tll of George 'Vashington. 

(Tabled hy Mr. Wing of Auburn, 
pending assignment for third read
ing.) 

(H. P. 9~6) (H. D. 289) An act re
lating to tile propprty of extinct or 
disbanded Congregational Churches, 
Parishes or Societies. 

(H. P. 534) (H. D. 268) Resolve for 
the purchase of two hundred and 
fifty copies of "Portland by the Sea." 

(R. P. 472) (H. D. 269) Resolve for 
the purchase of one hundred and 
fifty copies of "Two American 
Pionoers." 

(H. 1'. 180) (H. D. 270) Resolve for 
the purchase of seventy-five copies of 
1\latinicus Isle, its story and its peo
ple. 

(H. P. 933) (H. D. 271) Resolve in 
favor of Lewis F. Hyan, Civil War 
Veteran. 

(II. P. 439) (H. D. 278) Resolve in 
favor of Highmoor Farm, in the town 
of Monmouth. 

(II. P. 440) (H. D. 279) Resolve 
making appropriation for the support 
and maintenance of the Maine Agri
cultural Experiment Station. 

(H. P. 441) (H. D. 280) Resolve in 
favor of scientific investigation in 
agriculture in Aroostook County. 

(H. P. 442) (H. D. 281) Resolve in 
favor of Animal Husbandry. 

(H. P. 443') (II. D. 282) Resolve to 
appropriate money for co-operative 
agricultUral work, between the Col
lege of Agriculture of the :Tniversity 
of Maine and the United States De
partment of Agriculture. 

(H. P. 938) (H. D. 286) :lesolve in 
fa VOl' of the town of Leeds [01 reim
bursement for money expended in 
l'obuilrling bridge. 

Passed to be Engrossed 
(S. P. 96) (S. D. 36) An act to in

corporat" the Bangor Bridge Dis
trict. 

(H. P. 78) (H. D. 95) An act in
creasing the fees for permits for 
opening pa\'ed public highways. 

(H. P. 617) (H. D. 163) An act for 
tile better protection of shell fish in 
the town of Georgetown. 

(H. P. 72) (H. D. 260) Resolve in 
fan,,' of A l\'in Bolstridge of Win
terville. 

(H. P. 74) (II. D. 261) Resolve in 
fa\'or of the estate of Eddie Fitz
ge1'a'ld. Seven Islands, Maine. 

(H. P. 124) (H. D. 262) Resolve in 
favor of Clifford T. Kennedy of 
Vancel1oro. for reimbursement for 
civil suit brought against him. 

(H. P. 219) (H. D. 263) Resolve to 
reimburse the town of Lincoln for 
support of State pauper. 

(H. P. 22'0) (H. D. 264) Resolve in 
favor of the town of Yarmouth. 

(H. P. 257) (R. D. 265) Resolve to 
reimburse tl1e Biddeford & Saco 
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Railroad Company for over-pay
ments on taxes. 

(H. P. 260) (H. D. 266) Resolve in 
favor of the town of Abbot for reim
bursement of monies expended for 
the support of Scott W. Pierce and 
family. 

(H. P. 162) (H. D. 267) Resolve to 
reimburse the town of Washburn for 
support of a State palJper. 

Orders of the Day 
The SPEAKER: Under matters 

tallIed and today assigned the Chair 
lays before the House, H. D. 23, an 
act relating to the excise tax on rail
roads, tahled by Mr. Williams of 
Falmouth, Fcbruary 23, pending as
signment for third reading. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Falmouth: Mr. 
SVeaker, I now yield the fioor to the 
gentleman from Van Buren. Mr. 
Hammond. 

Mr. HAMMOND of Van Buren: Mr. 
Speaker and gentleman: T desire to 
offer an amendment to this bill, 
which has h,>cn prepared at the sug
gestion of the Governor, and has the 
approval of the Attorney General and 
representatives of the railroad. The 
purpose of this amcndment is to 
strengthen the powers of the Public 
litilities Commission as regards ex
amination and auditing the books of 
railroad corporations. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
f1'om Van Buren. Mr. Hammond, pre
sents the foIIowing amendment and 
moves its adoption. 

House Amendment A to House 
Document 23 

Amend bv adding the following 
paragraph: 

The term "net railway operating 
income" means the railway operating 
revenue less the railway operating 
expenses, tax accruals and uncollect
ible railway revenues, including in 
the computation thereof debits and 
credits arising from equipment rents 
and joint facility rents. The Public 
Utilities Commission, after notice 
and hearing, may determine the .ac
curacy of any returns required of any 
railroad, and if found inaccurate, 
may order proper corrections to be 
made therein. 

On motion by Mr. Rounds of Port
land. the amendment was tabled for 
printing. 

On motion by Mr. Wing of Auburn, 
it was voted to take from the table 
biII an act to provide equitable and 
uniform taxation for motor vehicles, 

S. P. 359, S. D. 138, tabled by that 
gentlcman earlier in the session. 

Mr. WING of Auburn: Mr. Speak
er, I move that the House decline to 
join in the reference and that the 
paper be returned to the Senate with 
the statement that it invades the 
constitutional rights of the House. 
I read from the Constitution Article 
IV, Section 9: 

"Bills, orders or resolutions, may 
originate in either house, and may be 
altered, amended or rejected in the 
other; but all bills for raising a rev
enue shaII originate in the House of 
Representatives." 

Thereupon the motion prevailed 
and the House declined to refer the 
biII to tlle committee on Taxation in 
concurrence with the Senate, and re
turned the bill to the SenRte for the 
reasons stated by the gentleman from 
Auhurn, :\1r. ·Wing. ~ 

Mr. vVING of Auburn: Mr. Speak
er, I now move to take from the ta
ble resolve proposing an amendment 
to Section 8 of Article IX of the con
sUtution of the Sfate of Maine. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
state that the next three Senate pa
pers. 370, 371 and 372, seem to all 
have thc same bearing. 

Mr. \YING: Mr. Speaker, I propose 
to take them all from the table. 

Thereupon, on motion by Mr. Wing 
of Auburn, Senate Papers 370. 371 
and 372, tabled by that gentleman 
earlier in tIle seRsion were all taken 
from the table. 

Mr. WING: Mr. Speaker, now 
move thal eacll of them he referred 
to the committee on Taxation In. ac
cordance with the Senate reference. 
They do not raise a revenue, but may 
provide a way for raising a revenue. 

TllPreupon, these three resolves 
were referred to the committee on 
taxation in concurrence. 

On motion by Mr. Goodwin of 
Sanford, it was voted to take from the 
table, S. P. 272, report of committee 
on Legal Affairs, "ought to pass" on 
biII an act to amenC' Section 77 of 
Chapter 211 of the Public Laws of 
1921, relating to reserved automobile 
registration numbers being S. D. 96 
tabled by that gentleman, February 
24, pending acceptance in concur-
rence. 

Mr. GOODWIN 
Speaker, I yield 

of Sanford: 
the floor to 

Mr. 
the 
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gentleman from Kennebunk, Mr. Lit
tlefield. 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD of Kennebunk: 
Mr. Speaker, I wish to offer Amend
ment A to this bill. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
state that the amendment at this time 
is not in order as the bill has not 
been given its first two readings. 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD: I move, Mr. 
Speaker, that the bill be given its 
first two readings. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair vill 
state that the report of the commit
tee has not yet been accepted. If the 
,'eport of the committee is accepted 
and the bill under suspension of the 
rules given its first two readings, the 
nmendment can at that time be of
fered. Does the gentleman wish to 
moYe that the report of the commit
tee be a<>cepted. 

Thereupon on motion by Mr. Good
win of Sanford. the report of the 
committee was accepted, and the bill 
had its two several readings under 
suspension of the rules. 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD: Mr. Speaker, 
I now offer House Amendment A and 
move its adoption. 

House Amendment "A" 
To Senate Paper 272, Senate Docu

ment 96. bill "An Act to Amend Sec
tion Seventy-one of Chapter Two 

Hundred Eleven of the Public Laws 
of Nineteen Hundred Twenty-one, 
relating to Reserved Automobile Reg
istration Numbers" in new draft. 

Said bill is hereby amended by 
striking out the word "Ten" wherever 
it appears in said biII and inserting 
in place thereof the word "Five." 

Thereupon the amendment was 
adopted and tomorrow assigned for 
the third reading of the bill as 
amended. 

The SPEAKER: \Ve are proceed
ing under Orders of the Day. Is 
there any further business? 

On motion by Mr. Kitchen of Pres
que Isle it was voted to take from 
the table S. D. 121, an act to incor
porate Fish River Power and Storage 
Company, tabled by that gentleman 
February 22, pending reference. in 
concurrence; and on futher motion 
by 'the same gentleman the .bill was 
referred to the join commIttees of 
Interior \Vaters, Public Utilities and 
Judiciary. 

On motion by Mr. Thurston of Ap
pleton, 

Adjourned until tomorrow morning 
H t ten o'clock. 


