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HOUSE 

Wednesday, l,'ebruary 23, 1927. 
The House met according to ad

journment and was called to order 
by the Speaker. 

Prayer by the Hey. Mr. Greenman 
of Augusta. 

Journal of the pre\'ious session 
read and approycd. 

Papers from the Senate disposed 
of in concurrence. 

From the Senate: Bill an act to 
incorporate Somerset \Yoods Trust, 
S, P. :154, 

In thC' Senate introduced out of or
der, und"r suspension of the rules by 
unanimous consent and referred to 
the committee on \Vays and Bridge's, 

MI', WI),'G of Aulmrn: Mr, Speak
er, I moyc that tl1e I-louse non-con
cur with the Senate in the ref<:rence 
of this j,ill to the committee on 'Vays 
and Bridges. 

Mr, PIPER of Jackman: YIr. 
Spl'aker, I move-

Mr. \\'ING: 1 am not a,,'are, Mr. 
Speak"r, tlmt I yielded the floor. 

The SPEAKEH: Tile gentleman 
is co tTect. 

Mr, \VI),'G: 1\Tr, Speaker, I now 
move that this hill be reCelTed to tlte 
COlnnliiiee on Ju(liciary in non-con
curt'ence witll the ::Opnate. This l>il1, 
members of th(~ Housp, cl'cates a C01"

pOl'atioll, p1'opel'ty is exempted frOll) 
taxation, and its reference to the 
C0111111itt('e on \\~a.vs and Bridges, it 
seems to me, is out of place. 

TIle SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Auburn, l\T1'. vYing', moves tlla t 
t11is bill be t'eferred to tl18 committee 
on .Judiciary in non-concurrencE". 

M,'. PTPEH oj' Jackman: I mm'e, 
1\11'. SpeakPl', tlwt the lJill lie upon 
the tahle. 

Mr. \VING: lVIr. Speaker, I mOYe 
that tlw bill now bc printed. 

The SPEAKI~R: Does the gC'ntle
man from Jaclnl1an, lVIr. Piper, give 
consent to the motion for printing of 
the g'entleman fl'om AullUrn (;\11'. 
'Wing'). 

Mr. PIPER: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
Thereupon it was yoted that the 

bill be printed, and on motion by Mr. 
Piper of Jackman the bill was 
ta bled pending reference. 

The following bills and remon
strances were received and, upon 

recommendation of the committee on 
reference of bills, were referred to 
the following committees: 

Inland Fisheries and Game 
By Mr. McIntire of Norway: Re

monstrance of W. 1. McAllister and 
36 others against closing Virginia 
Lake to ice fishing. (H. p, 923) 

By the same gentleman: Remon
strance of S. 'V. Johnson and 49 
others against same. (H. P. 926) 

Salaries and Fees 
By Mr. Littlefield of Kennebunk: 

An Act to increase the salaries of 
the County Commissioners of York 
County. (H. P. 924) 

By the same gentleman: An Act to 
incl'ease the salary of the Treasurer 
of York County. (H, P. 925) 

Reports of Committees 
Mr. \Yehber from the Committee 

on Claims reported "Ought not to 
pass" on Heso!\'e in favor of Guy B. 
'Vebber of York Village, Maine. (H. 
P. 40) 

Same gentleman from the same 
Committee reported same on Resolve 
in favor of Henry Phinney compen
sating llim for loss of fowl by foxes. 
(E. P. 337) 

Mr. ':\1ARDr:~ from the Committee 
on \Vays and Bridges reported same 
011 Resolve in favor of 'Vallagrass 
Plantation, county of Aroostook. el. 
F'. 247) 

HepOI·ts t"('ad and acceptcd and 
sent up for concurrence. 

~Jr. L~~ATHEHS from tl1e Commit
tee 011 Claims ,·eported "Ought to 
pass" on ResolYP in fa,Yol' of Alvin 
Bolst,·idge of \Vinten'iIIe. (H. P. (2) 

Same gentleman from ""me Com
mittee reported same on Hesolve in 
favor of the estate of Eddie Fitzger
ald. ::oe\"(-'n Islands, Maine. (H. p, 74) 

Sarne gentll'man from SalTIe COlll
mittee reported same on Hesolve in 
favor oj" tlte town of Ahhot for l'eim
bursement of money expended for the 
support of Scott ,V, Pierce and fam
ily. (If. P. 260) 

Mr. WEBBER from same Commit
tec reported same on Hesol\'e in fa
vor of the town of Yarmouth. (E. 
p, 220) 

Scune gentleman from same Com
mittee reporterl same on HesolYe to 
j·eimburse the Bidde[ord & ::oaco 
Railroad Company [or o,'er-pay
mf'nts on Taxes, (E. P. 25,) 

Same gentleman from same Com
mittee reported same on Resolve to 
reimburse the town of Lincoln for 
support of State Paupers. (H. P. 219) 
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Mr. LEATHERS from same Com
mittee reported same on Resolve In 
favor of Clifford T. Kennedy of 
Vanceboro, for reimbursement for 
expenditures for Civil Suit brought 
against lum. (H. P. 124) 

Same gentleman from same Com
mittce reported same on Resolve to 
reimburse the town of Washburn 
for support of State Pauper. (H. 
P. No. 162) 

Reports read and accepted and the 
Rcsolves ordered printed under the 
Joint ~tules. 

Passed to be Engrossed 
(S. P. No. 66) (S. D. No. 20) An 

act to amend Chapter 11 of the 
Private and Special Laws of 1925, 
incorporating the Bay Point Village 
Corporation 

(S. P. No. 24) S. D. No. 83) An 
act to regulate fishing in the Silver 
Lakes, so-called, in Manchester, 
Sidney and Belgrade. 

(H. P. No 114) (H. D. No. 42) An 
act in favor of Frenchville in the 
county of Aroostook. 

(Tabled by Mr. Eustis of Strong 
pending third reading.) 

(H. P No. 142) (H. D. No. 49) An 
act to incorporate the Southwest 
Harbor Water District. 

(H. P. No. 291) (H. D. No. 74) An 
act to incorporate the Bluehill 
Water Company. 

(H. P. No. 14) H. D. No. 166) An 
act to establish Duck Sanctuaries in 
Knox County. 

(H P. No. 828) (H. D. No. 237) 
An act to amend the charter of the 
city of Rockland to provide that 
the municipal fiscal year shall end 
on the first day of November. 

(H. P. No. 64) (H. D. No. 238) An 
act to eliminate Jackman from the 
Maine Forestry District. 

(Tabled by Mr. Eustis of Strong 
pending third reading). 

(H. P. No. 113) (H. D. No 239) 
An act relating to taking of clams 
in Addison. 

(H. P. No. 135) (H. D. No. 240) 
An act to amend the charter of 
Rumford Falls Village Corporation. 

(H. P. No. 131) (H. D. No. 241) 
An act to change the name of Tunk 
Pond to Tunk Lake. 

(H. P. No. 295) (H. D. 
An act to confirm the title 
hill's Hub in Tremont, 
County. 

No. 242) 
of Rum
Hancock 

(H. P. No. 396) (H. D. No. 243) 
Resolve that the Forest Commis-

sioner be empowered and directed 
to convey a lot of land in Walla
grass Plantation. 

(H. P. No. 27) (H. D. No. 167) 
Rcsolve in favor of Joseph L. Paquin 
to cover salary as Secretary of th" 
Boal'd of Prison Commissioners. 

(H. P. No. 788) (H. D. No. 169) 
RC'solve providing for the purchase 
of "Music and Musicians of Maine". 

(H. P. No. 789) H. D. No. 170) 
Resolve to appropriatc money to aid 
in the screening of Alford's Lake, 
in the county of Knox. 

Passed to be Enacted 
An Act to repeal Chapter 456 of 

the Private <,n': Special Laws of 
1870, relating to procuring the en
forcement of "An Act to prevent th(~ 
throwing of slabs and other refus" 
into Penobscot River." 

An Act relating to pilots for the 
Port of Portland. 

An Act to provide for the retire
ment of police officers and firemen, 
in the city of 'Westbrook, upon Half 
Pay. 

An Act relating to the Edward 
Little Institute, and to appointment 
of trustees thereof. 

An act relating to and defining 
the duties of certain Officers with 
reference to aliens committed for 
violation of Law. 

An act to establish the Narra
gansett Game Sanctuary in the town 
of Gorham. 

Finally Passed 
(Emergency Measure) 

Resolve appropriating money for 
the construction and equipment of a 
new wing for the Bangor State Hos
pitaI. 

The SPEAKER: This being an 
emergency measure, and requiring 
under the Constitution the affirma
tive vote of two-thirds the entire 
membership of this House on its 
final passage, all those who are in 
favor of the passage of the Resolve 
will rise and stand in their places 
until counted, and the monitors will 
return the count. 

A division being had, 
One hundred and thirty seven vot

ed and all in the affirmative, so the 
resolve was finally passed. 

Orders of the Day 
The SPEAKER: The Chair lays 

before the House Joint Order relative 
to state of Maine Associates, tabled 



LEGISLATIVE TIECORD -HOUSE, FEBRUARY 23 265 

by Mr. \Ving, of Auburn, on February 
18, pending indefinite postponement 
in non-concurrence. 

Mr. WI:-;'G of Auburn: I yield to the 
gentleman from Strong, Mr. H;ustis. 

On motion by 1\1 1'. Eustis of Strong, 
the House voted to indefinitely post
pone this order in non-eoneurrence 
with the action of the Senate. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays 
before tl18 House Joint Order relative 
to in\'estigation of operation, etc., of 
WOI'kmen's Compensation Act, tabled 
by Mr. Bishop of Boothbay Harbor, 
or. February 18, pending passage in 
concurrence. 

(At this point Mr. vYing of Auburn 
assumed the Chair) 

Mr. lllSHOP of Boothbay Harbor: 
Mr. Spoaker. the purpose of this or
dcr, as I understand it, is to investi
gate the operation of the workmen's 
compensation insurance in the State 
of Maine for the past ten years by a 
committee appointed by the House 
and Senate, and report to be made in 
the fall of 1928. An investigation of 
workmen's compensation insurance 
for ten years, or more, can certainly 
do no harm, and probably will do no 
gOOd. 

Massilchusetts has been through 
two such investigations; the Jast one 
took place during the recess between 
the last two sessions of the Massa
chusetts Legislature. The committee 
having that in charge recently re
pOl·ted to the present Legislature in 
Massachusetts, and as far as I have 
been able to find out, the only result 
of that investigation was to give 
employment to quite a large number 
of people, and the compiling and 
printing of a report which few people 
will read. I am informed that that 
investigation cost a very large sum 
of money-many thousands of dol
lars. This report made in a neighbor
ing State in recent times is available 
to this Legislature and to the people 
of the State of Maine if we care to 
use it. It is hard to recall any in
vestigations of this kind that have 
accomplished enough to justify their 
expense. If this order is passed in 
its present form, this Legislature will 
be giving to this Committee, as yet 
unnamed, a blank check signed by 
the Legislature, that Committee to 
fill it in for any amount that it sees 
fit to spend. If the Legislature de
sires to do this, well and good. To 
me it does not seem good business. 
The auth01 or iluthors of this Joint 

Order ha\'e not seen fit to state in 
the Order how much. in their opin
ion, the investigation would cost and 
how much they would like to exfJend. 
For that reason I offer an amendment 
as follows: 

"Amendment A. Said Committee 
shall be authuI'ized to expend for all 
purpOH"S a sum not exceeding one 
tllOusand dollars." 

'l'IIC SPEAKE~R pro tern: The 
question he fore the House is the 
adoption of the amendment offered 
by tlte gentleman from Boothbay 
HartJor, MI'. Bishop, to Senato order 
of February 1" 192" which is to 
amend said order llY adding tlle fol
lowll1g: "Said Committee shall be 
authorized to expend for all purposes 
a sum not exceeding one tllOusand 
dollars." \\'hat is the pleasure of the 
House? 

Mr. [,'OSTER of Ellsworth: Mr. 
Speaker, for the past few years 
thero has been a considerable discus
sion ilmong the industries of this 
State that the rates charged by the 
Insurance companies for this line of 
protection have been excessive, which 
mayor may not be true. We do know 
this, at least, that many of the larger 
companies in this State are carrying 
thmr own insurance, or otherwise in
suring themselves, and among them 
are the Great Northern Paper Com
pany, the S. D. Warren Company, the 
R. P. Hazzard Company, and the 
State of Maine itself, and in most in
stances at a great saving to them
selves, particularly in the case of the 
State. Last year, I am informed. trJat 
thc State paid out in indemnities to 
the insured or to its employees ap
proximately sixty thousand dollars 
';ind had they been insured by the 
Insurance companies tho premiums. 
would have amounted to approxi
mately one hundred and sixty thous
sand dollars. Last year the indus
tries of this State paid approximate
ly one million, five hundred thousand 
dollars, in premiums to the several 
companies, and that money was dis
tribnted in this way: Fifty-eight 
conts on a dollar returned to the em
ployees or the insured, or approxi
mately nine hundred thousand dol
lars, and six hundred thousand dol
lars was allowed to be retained by 
the companies for giving their ser
vices. 

Now it seems to me that tllis is 
the proper way to handle this pro
position: That at least this commit
tee, whoever it may be, or the Com-
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mission, should be allowed sufficient 
funds to function intelligently, and 
it may lJe five thousand dollars or it 
may be twenty thousand dollars, 
If one per cent of the premium 
for one single year, it mi~ht not 
lJe excessive, and I hope that the 
amendment, if this is good reasoning, 
will not be accepted, and after this 
House has thought it over, I hope 
the members will see their way clear 
to give this order passage without 
the amendment, At all times this 
expenditure, as I understand it, is 
under the supervision of the; Gover
nor and CounciL 

The SPEAKER pro tern: The 
question is upon the adoption of 
House Amendment A, Is the House 
ready for the question '? 

A vi va voce vote lJeing taken, the 
motion to adopt the amendment was 
lost, 

The SPEAKER pro tern: The 
question now returns upon the pas
sage in concurrence with the Senate 
of Senate order of February 17, As 
many as arc in favor---

Mr, ALDRICH of Topsham: Might 
we have that order read in order that 
we may thoroughly understand it '! 

(Order read by tile Clerk) 
The SPEAKER pro tern: The 

question returns upon the passage of 
the order in concurrcmce with tho 
Senate, 

A viva voce vote was taken, which 
was douhted, 

TIle SPEAKER pro tern: As many 
as are in favor-

Mr, FOSTER of Ellsworth: Will 
you please make that question a little 
plainer? 

The SPI<,AKEH pro tern: [n ac-
corc1ance with tIle request the Chair 
wil! state that the question is now 
upon the passage in concurrence of 
tile order as t'pad by the Clerk, 

1\11', ALDHICH: Mr, Speaker, 1 
should like to move to re-table this 
order. TIlis is apparently a vpry im
pOl·tant matter. The order, as it 
stands, as the gentleman pointed out, 
would allow this committee parte 
blanche to spend any amount of 
money, and we have no idea as to 
what amount of money might be ex
pended. My motion is that this be 
re-tabled. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
order was re-tabled. 

On motion by Mr. Hale, of Portland, 
a viva voce vote being taken, 500 
copies were ordered printed. 

Mr. FOSTER of Ellsworth: Mr. 

Speaker, I would ask the gentleman 
f:om Topsham, Mr. Aldrich, to as
SIgn a specific day for taking this 
from the table. 

Mr. ALDRICH: I would suggest 
next \¥ednesday. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
state that under the rules the orders 
will come from the table automati
cally next Wednesday. 

Mr. ALDIUCH: J move that the 
order just laid upon the table be as
signed for Friday, February 25th. 

Mr. FOSTER: I am wondering if 
tile gentleman will assign this bill 
for tomorrow, Friday being a short 
session, and many members a\vay. 

Mr. ALDHICH: Mr. Speaker, my 
only reason for making th" motion is 
to enable this House to make a 
;;tudy of this order, and determine 
whether or not it wishes to pass a 
carte blanche order of tllis kind. I 
doubt if by assigning it for tomor
row, we would be given sufficient time 
to do it. 

The SPEAKEI{ pro tern: If the 
Chair may interrupt long enough to 
say that the matter will not be print
ed and on the desks of the members 
by tomorrow, but will undoubtedly 
be here Friday. 

Mr. ALDRICH: May [ ask for a 
point of information in respect to 
this matter, Mr. Speaker: Vvhether 
at· not this order has been considered 
by any committee of either house. 

The SPI<~AKEI{ pro tpm: The Chair 
understands that the order has not. 

Mr. FOSTER of Ellsworth: Mr. 
Speaker, may I ask you to read the 
last few lines of the order referring to 
the Governor and Council. 

The SPliJAKEH pro tern: The Chair 
rules that the gentleman from Ells
worth (Mr. Foster) is out of order. 
The order is on the table. 

'l'he SPEAKER pro tern: The Chair 
lays before the House for its consid
l'ration House order, relative to ad
vprtising hearings before committees, 
tallied by MI'. Hale of Portland, Feb
ruary 2, pending passage, and recog
nizes the gentleman from Portland, 
Mr. Hale. 

;\11'. HALE of Portland: Mr. Speak
er, I move that this order be re
tabled. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
order was re- tabled. 

Mr. GREENLEAF of Auburn: Mr. 
Speaker, that order that the House 
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passed relative to taking bills off the 
table, did that apply to this Wednes
day or a week from today? 

The SPEAKER pro tern: The 
Chair informs the gentleman that it 
applies to today, and the House is 
proceeding under that order. 

The SPEAKER pro tern: The Chair 
lays before the House an act to in
corporate the city of Belfast School 
District, H. P. 602, tabled by Mr. 
Bruce of Belfast on Febrnary 15, the 
pending ([uestion being reference to 
a committee; and the Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from Belfast, Mr. 
Bruce. 

Mr. BIHJCE of Belfast: Mr. Speak
er. I move that that bill be taken 
from the tablc and referred to the 
committee on Judiciary. 

;\ yi,'a yoce vote heing taken tIle 
bilJ was referred to the committee on 
Judiciary. 

The SPEAKBJR pro tem: The Chair 
lays bdore the House an act in rela
tion to employment agencies, H. P. 
603, tabled by Mr. Eustis of Strong, 
February 15, the pending question 
being refercnce to a committe; and 
the elwi r recognizes the gentleman 
from Rtrong, l\Ir. Eustis. 

1\lr. RUSTIS of ~trong: Mr. Spcak
el', J moye that this bill he referred 
to the committee on Legal Affairs in 
nOll-concurrence \\lith the ScnatE~. 

Mr. LAIT of Old Town: Mr. 
Spcal{cr, 1 wish to inform the Chair 
at this time that this bill is in non
conClllTC'nce with tlle committee of 
r<'ference. and tlJat it has not gonc to 
the Senate as yet. 

The SPRA KRI1 pro tem: The 
gentlcman is right. The pending 
question is referencc to the commit
tee on T ~('gal A ffni 1'8. 

A viYa yoce vote being taken, tbe 
bill was referred to the committee on 
Lpgal Affairs. 

Thc SPEAKRR pro tem: The Chair 
lays before the House a resolve in 
fa-;'or of the town of New Vineyard, 
R. P. 637, tabled by the gentlcman 
from 8lrong-, ]\l!'. Eustis, Felll'uary 15, 
pending- reference to a committee; 
and the Chair recog-nizes the gentle
man from Strong-. Mr. Eustis. 

Mr. EUSTIS: Mr. Speaker, I move 
that this resolve be referred to the 
committee on Ways and Bridges. 

A viYa voce vote being taken the 
resolYe was referred to the committee 
on \\Tays and Bridges. 

'l'he Sl'EAKEH pro tem: The 
Chair lays before the House, House 
Report of the committee 011 Public 
Utilities on bill an act to author:ize 
the Portland Railroad Company to 
operate motor busses, H. P. 26, S. D. 
8, tabled by Mr. Hounds of 1:'Ol"t1and, 
Fc'bruary 15, it being a report, ought 
to pass, and tabled pending accept
ance of t"eport; and tl1c Chait" recog
nizc's the gentleman from l'ortJand, 
Mr. Hounds. 

-'\11'. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, I move the indefinite post
]lonement of the acceptance of the 
t"epot"t. Stating my reasons, I wi/! 
say this that this is a large bill lJut 
thet"c is not very much to it. It has 
been a good many years Hinve the 
eity of Portland got a charter to 
build a railroad in the city of Port
land-I think it was the year 1~60, 
which was before a good many of us 
were born. It has been five time:; 
amended in the House of Hepn'sent
UtiVl'S and Senate. It was originally 
a Portland conc,"rn and Portland men 
owned it-Portland mcn built it so as 
to ha ye a railroad of their own. and 
what was the consequenee"! As yean.; 
rolled by electriCity came into fash
ion and there caIne a ge.ntleman from 
l'lliladplphia and he bought IIp-J will 
say. the controlling intl'rest at that 
time as held by two men. Thcy got 
at logg-erlH'ads and one of th('lll askeu 
til" (Jtll"r how mucll he would take 
and Ill' told him and it was ~nap[led 
up at $11!J ;)er share. Aftcr a (;(In
tract WitS made with the electric com, 
pany (he stock was sold bad{ to peO
ple all through the State of l\laine for 
$109 a share. This thing went on 
am1 pretty soon the eleet.ric company 
"·as changed to anothel" company 
called tIl(' Cumberland County Power 
and Light Cornpany. r-rhcy ,,,ent o.n 
and there were hond issues uf $3, 
645,OOO~, $2,045,000 at ;; 1-2 11f'rcent 
due in 1945, and $1.600,000 of 3 1-2 
1)('l"c"nt, duc July, 1951. 

In 1912 they made a contmct with 
the Portland Company-the Cumbpr
land County )'ow(,1" and Light Com
pany-that they should go abead and 
take tllis company and take it for 
ninety-nine years. They WE'rp to pay 
the interest on all the bonds up to 
that time and they werp to pay for 
the stock. They ('orne now and ask 
us to go ahead and give them carte 
blanche to do a way with any and all 
parts of that inRtitution. At the 
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prelolent time they have done away 
with one pCirk that 1 underloltand tbey 
paid $OU,OOO for, and tIlere ilol another 
for which 1 do not know how mucll 
they got, but it was one of the beau
tiful scenic spots of tlle :::ltate ot' 
Maine, and that park has gone in for 
residential purp0loles, AnotlJer park 
in the town of Falmouth has been 
put into house lots and summer 
eamps, That was sold without the 
Legislature having anything to say 
about it. 

Perhaps 1 cannot explain this as 
well as some lawyers could, but if j 

Can read the English language aright 
Article V says "The Power Company 
undertakes and agrees to take over 
the estates and propertie" hereby de
mised, to maintain, preserve and op
erate the ,;ame as a going eoneern, 
to keep them in good order and re
pair as a first-class and efficient 
street railroad propert~ and park 
system,"-remember "park system", 
-"in condition not inferior to that 
existing at the ,ate of this Lease, 
making to that end all necessary and 
proper repairs, replacements and re
newals, and to operate them in good 
faith and to the best of the Power 
Company's ability." 

Now they have gone to work and 
sold three parks without reference to 
the Legislature at over $100,000, I 
dare say it <.ought to have been more. 
But the bOlldholders-the savings 
banks of thIS State own almost $2,-
000,000 of all this property. A little 
child may have put in five dollars, 
a lady one hundreo dollars; and may 
be a gentleman hab gone to work and 
put in his money and what have they 
got? They ha ve got a park. but 
they lose sight of thp. fact that by 
this bill they can take up every mile 
of track that th8y have got, which 
now is seventy-:;even, but whicb at 
the end of the time-at the end of 
1945-they may not have any-and 
there is no sinking fund required. 

It has been stated that they have 
put away on book accounts $122,000, 
but there is no money there. The 
books are there all right but the 
money is gone and nobody knows 
where it has gone to. 

Now the Portland railroad comes 
here, and what is the Portland rail
road? I hold in my hand a list of 
stockholdcrs of the Portland railroad. 
The savings banl{s of this state own 
2.132 shares. The trust companies 

hold in trust 5,030 shares, and other 
gentlemen hold in ,trust other shares; 
but the directors come here and ask 
you to make this change. You will 
see 1 think by the report of the Pub
lic Utilities Commission that they 
hold 243 shares out of 19,990 shares. 
They have come here to tell thc poor 
people who have saved a few dollars 
and put into their hands--and 1 was 
talking with the treasurer of one of 
the savings banks of the State re
cently and he said there can be no 
such bill as that in. I said they can 
put it where they have a mind to and 
take up any part of the track they 
have a mind to without coming to 
any succeeding Legislature. 1 shall 
offer an amendment at the right time 
in the endeavor to make sure that 
they do earn" to the succeeding Leg
islatures to hav!' f'omething done. 

r will tell you something more. The 
bonds of this Company were sold for 
one hundred per cent. Today the five 
and one-half's are worth 86, and the 
bank men have said that it was less 
than 60. but a member of this House 
has told me, J think, that it was 66. 
Now gentlemen they bought these 
bonds. The savings banks and 
the trust companies are holding 
these bonds for one-half of this 
whole capit~l stock. They bought 
all this at 100 and now it is 
worth only about 60. vVho is go
ing to pay for that loss? Is it 
going to pe the rich capitalists who 
have got a lobby hanging around here 
in this House to pass this bill. or is 
it the poor man who has put a few 
dollars in the savings banks? 

Gentlemen, I think it is time to leg
islate for them who cannot afford to 
have a lobby here to push this thing 
through. [ can see them hanging 
around here now (laughter and ap
plause) to see this thing go through. 
They are not only hanging around 
here, but they are lobbying with other 
bills here to push this thing through. 
I will say that there is a man in this 
House who has paid one hundred cents 
on the dollar for five thollsand dollars 
of those bonds and today they are only 
worth eighty-six. Now. gentlemen, 
that man has lost. Although he has 
got his 5~ % interest, he has lost 14 
cents on e\'ery dollar that he put in; 
and if they l{eep taking up this track, 
as they can do, at the end of 194& 
thev will have nothing there left eith
er 'for the bondholders or the stock
holdrrs. 
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Anolher thing! Congress street to
day is congested and they are talking 
about having a one-way street. They 
have h\'o lines of electric railroad 
down through there. gvcry half min
ute ot· the 12 hours of daytime there 
is a car passes that sfluare. Now if 
you let thenl run hit-a-lni~.s, \vith au
tomobil(Os by the thousands in thn 
bUITl111er timE' down through there, 
wha t wi Ii happen? SOllle/Jody will be 
killed. I t may be your friend, it n1ay 
be ~:ou; it may be your childrcn; but 
sOmelH)(lY is going to be killed be
cause t}1(' nlun ahead will S\Vt'rve out, 
but with the railroad trael: there they 
cannot swerve out, and it will be 
kno·wn where the automobiles are go
ing. Perhaps it may be a drun},en 
driver and he ll1ay ~o right aCross 
and \yith the likelihood or killing 
somcbody. I hope this bill will be 
definitely postponed. 

Mr. COMINS of Eddington: Mr. 
Speaker. this bill has been very care
fully considered by your committee 
on public utilities. It is very brief 
and is printed as Senate Document 
8. and I will ask that thc CIerI, read 
it. 

The SPEAKER pro tem: I suggest 
that the members take their binders 
and read with the Clerk. You will find 
it as Senate Document NO.8. 

(Clerk reads the bill.) 
Mr. COMINS: Mr. Speaker, as 

said hefore. thiA maiter has been given 
careful consideration by your commit
tee on public utilities, and I think 
other memhers of the committee will 
bear me ollt when I say that a fair 
hearing was held. The hearing was 
cxtendC'd for ODe \veek and ample time 
gi ven eyerybod,' to be heard. It seems 
to me that if tbis bill is going to 
cause so much trouble in the city of 
Portland, or if a majority of the citi
zens thought it was. a delega tion from 
l'orllanil would have been here oppos
ing this bill. The fact is that our good 
friend Mr. Rounds was the only man 
who spoke in opposition to it. 

It seems to me that th" Portland 
Street Railroad Company cannot do 
just as it sees fit. It is granted the 
right to operate motor busses upon 
th" approyal of the Public Utilities 
Commission with th" consent of the 
municipal officers of the cities and 
towns interested, subject to such con
dit ions and rcg-ulations a~ they may 
imp()sc; and, Mr. Speaker, I now yield 
to the gentleman from Cape Elizabeth, 
:Mr. Chase. 

~lr. CHASE of ('ape Elizabeth: Mr. 
Speaker, when it was suggested to me 

that [ might explain this bill, did 
not expect to have to go so far back 
In history. The cornmittee in consid
(·ring the proposition tool~ into ac
count the finanCial condition of the 
c0111pan.\' and the variou~ historical de
Y(·lopnlC'nts. \\'f' did not go bact, to the 
original o\\'ners nor did \\'8 nttf'll1llt to 
difff'l'pntiat<, bet"\veen those who own 
it no\\' as to \\'hether they lived in or 
Ollt of l\Jaine }18cause \ve felt that the 
satne law ought to run for everybody. 

In 1913 the Cumberland County 
Power and Lig-ht Conlpany, which \vas 
at that tin18 in existence. I Lw1ievcd 
I('ased the Portland Railroad COln
pallY, nnel the I'ortland Railroad Com
pany wa...,; t hen considered a fnr more 
irnportant concern than the Cumber
land County I'ower and Light Com
pany, That was so for several ,years 
t here-after. Three or four years ago 
thf' railroad \vas taking in more mon
f~y than the po\ver and light company. 
Hut now condition~ have changed. In 
1912 the ['ortland Railroad was 1'UP

po.~ed to be th" best proposition there 
was in the city of l'ortland. and it 
came about, as L remember it. that 
between A. B. Leach and parties rep
resenting the Chisholm interests there 
was competition to le'ase that rail
road. 'The stocl{holders \vere paid, a~ 
I recall it, $119 or $120 for the stock 
by sonwbody who later sold it for a 
lower !lrice. The bonds of the Port
land Hail road Company wpre out
standing at the time to some extent. 
The three and a half's were outstand
ing and the fi\'e's were issued 1ater. 
Thp lease of the Portland Railroad 
Company to thc Cumberland County 
Power and Light Company, so far as 
it relates to the security which Mr. 
Rounds has said were held by sav
ings banks and trust companies ~ in the 
State of Maine, the lease so far as it 
relates to the securities provides that 
the Cumberland County Power and 
Light Company shall Ph.>' the interest 
on the bonds and that it shall pay 
di vidends on the stock. It further 
proyides that when the bonds come 
due and should bc paid, the Cumber
land County Power and Light Com
pany will either pay those bonds 
or will provide a purchaser 
who will buy the bond issue 
for money enough to pay tile old 
bonds, which is in effect. as 1 see it, 
a guaranty that these bonds will be 
paid when they come due. Now these 
securities, bonds particularly, which 
are secured hy mortgage on all the 
property of the Portland Hailroad 
Company, derive their "ecurity, of 
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course, from the earning power of 
that pl'Operty; and it would certain
ly be of no adVantage to the bond
holders in 1945 or 1951 to have a 
bunch of old car~ and old I ails held 
there for the earning power 01 rails 
and cars would by that time be elim
inated, The scrap value of tne Port
land Hailroad Company if the earn
ing power disappears would be in
significant in comparison to the 
amount of securities, So Lhe pro
position so far as looking after the 
securities is concerned is to protect 
the earning power of that company, 
of course at the same time protect
ing the public, 

Now that company-the Cumber
land County Power and Light Com
pany which is in control of 'he man
agement of the Portland Railroad 
Company-through this leasc wishes 
to try motor bus operation, They 
have this lease of this railroad pro
perty which costs tlwm about $265,-
000 a yeaI', If all the 1 'ol'tland pro
perty of the Portland Railroad Com
pany was pushed into the sea, and no 
money was taken in or paid out on 
account of that property except to 
the holders 'of the securities, it 
would cost the Cumberland County 
l'ower and Light Company $265,000 
approximately to continue to make 
good under the provisions of that 
lea~e, Undel' existing conditions the 
power company is carrying the rail
road company and the railroad com
pan,l is losing money, Last year the 
railroad company lost for the Cum
berland County Power and Light 
Company $125,000 or thereabouts. It 
cost the Cumberland County Power 
and Light Company $125,000 to have 
that lease. It would only cost them 
$265,000 to push the railroad mto the 
sea and continue to pay the interest 
thereon. You can see that at the 
present time they would make more 
by running the property than they 
would by trying to get rid of it, be
cause they cannot get rid of their ob
ligation with reference to the secur
ities even if they desired to do so, 
which they do not want to do so far 
as I know, 

The question is, as I see it, in 
looking at this proposition from a 
broad public policy that the company 
!Vant to try motor bus opel'ation in 
the hope that they can make more 
money, or lose less, and the service 
which they give is depeno"nt on the 
proposition paying for itself; and so 

far as the Portland Railroad Com
pany bonds are concerned, if it 
were not for this lease to the Cub
berland County Power and Light 
Company, the bonds would not be 
worth 30 and 50 respectively today, 
because there would not be any 
earning power to back up ~he bonds. 

Of course, so far as the question 
of market of the bonds is concerned, 
I pre"ume yoU know that the market 
follows the general condition of in
terest rate and to some extent the 
popularity of the security of the 
company. I have seen tho'o" bonds 
sell all the way from fifty up to the 
present prices, but that was due to 
abnormal conditions. That IS noth
ing for which anybody is resvonsible. 
\Vhen you buy a bond you are 
promised interest and you are prom
ised to have them pay at illaturity, 
and neither company has done any
thing to the security holder" which 
interferes with the terms and con
ditions of that contract. 

So far as the sinking fund is con
cerned, it is obvious, of course, that 
a company which has kept up its 
pl'operty in good shape for a period 
of thirty years, which is the life of 
a five per cent bond, we will "ay, 
will be obliged to scrap certain pro
perty, purchase other property, sell 
that which ceases to be usdul and 
keep that which is useful at that 
time; and tlds proposition of the re
tirement or this propertY,-tilc Cum
berland County Power and Light 
Company, if it retired property 
either spent tliat money for new pro
perty or else they set it up in a 
special account as somethin;:: which 
they owed to the Portland hailroad 
Company. 

Xow so far as the propositIOn of a 
mortgage is concerned: Let's put the 
best proposition squarely to the 
I 'ortland Railroad Company, As I 
understand it, if they spend money 
to buy a bus to put on Sprinf!; street 
in Portland, or where you please on 
any Jine, that bus comes under the 
mortgage, and I ask any of you 
which you had rather have,-would 
you rather have a mortgage on a 
bunch of old rails and some old cars 
that are no good, or would you rath
er have a mortgage on a rnutar bus 
which you can sell or operate on a 
highway anywhere? This merely 
means SUbstitution of modern pro
perty for property rapidly oecoming 
obsolete. 
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My thought is this, that it is a 
wise thing for the Legislature today 
to follow along in the impI'o\'ements 
of transportation, You know electric 
railway transportation i.s ver:y lnueh 
less popular til an it was, lVlany rail
roarls ha\'e been forced to suspend 
operations altogether. Man;, secur
ity holdel's in ciE,ctric railway pro
pcrtiC's ha \'e lost everyth Illg, By 
nlDkillg' this changC' and by nlC'cting 
modcrn conditions and by permitting 
bus opel ations subject to cer-
tain conclitions and restric-
tions and under the control 
of the Public Utilities Com-
mission and the municipal officers 
of the towns interested, I claim that 
it affords the people of the State of 
Maine better aBurance to continue 
tmnsporta (ion of that kind, and it 
affords the security holders botter 
security, and that it is a wise thing: 
for tile Legislature to do to follow 
along with modern conditions and 
give this company a chance to work 
its own problems in a modern way, 

;\11'. ROGNDS of Portland: Mr, 
SpeakeI', the gentleman (:\1r. Chasc) 
has referred to motor busses. 1 will 
nsk any oj' you who know about 
automobile'S how much they depreci
atc' the day you buy thcrn, and then 
what it "'ill be a year afterward. 
Th" minute you buy an automobile lt 
depreciates 2,) pel' cont; a year aft
erward, ;'0 pel' ccnt. Two years aft
l:l'\\'ard you are lucky if you can sell 
it for olll junl, or anything else, As 
tu thp CD I'S of the Portia nd railroad 
tha t al'p t'unning today, 1 IleaI'd the 
late' Thomas B. Reed say twenty
th'e ye,,,t's ago that that was the best 
road h(' had seen in tIle country. 1 
heard him say that on one of its cars 
\yh('n riding up CongTt~RH street. 
Now 11lat cnr is running toony, but 
show 11'" a bus that will l'l1Il thl'co 
y"al's without bcing junketl. It is 
tllJ(' th;) t they (lid buy some one
man cal'S, and it is true thnt the;-; 
h'IVC' got a (leficicncy of $12,,000, but 
th(' Cumhl'rlnnd County Power anti 
Light Cumpany, aCCOl'di'ng to the pa
pf'n..:; of a fp\v days ago, sllo\vs a 
surplus of $22:1,fJ42, 1 wonder how 
those books are kept and how much 
tlll'y are paying for the electricity to 
heat till' cars. I notice that here in 
Aug'ust.a Home of the cars are heated 
by coal because it is too expensive to 
heat them by electricity, The Port
land Company is Iwating by electri
City. but the Cumberland County 
Power and Light Company is rUIl-

ning it and they are charging it off 
to tho Portland Railroad. In my 
oplIllOn 1 do not think anybody 
knows how much they have charged 
off in that way. Now throw the 
cards on the table and let us see, 
and not let us go to any ono place, 
'When they put those rails down, one 
street was nothing but a dirt street. 
?\' ow tlwy are going to take up those 
tails, Are they going to put them 
bael, in the way they wore before, 
01' are they going to fix the street as 
the State of Maine fixed it about ten 
years ago'? Are they going to leave 
[l dirt street and somebody corne to 
the next Legislature and ask for 
money and be referred to the com
mittee on claims? Spring streot ~s 
pa ved now, but when they put those 
rails down it was not paved, and 1 
nmlE'mber when they put them 
down. 1 do not think the gentleman 
from Cape Elizabeth (Mr. Chase) 
was thel'e or knew anything about it 
at that time (laughter) because that 
was years ago. 

r want to say that 1 hold in my 
I"and a letter [rom one of the stocl(
holders of the Portland Railroad 
Cornpany \vho resides on Spring 
street, and with YOUI' permission I 
will read that letter: 

"lIon. Edgar E, Rounds, State 
House, Augusta, Maine, 

"[)<:'ar Mr. Rounds: 1 notice that a 
turtllC'I' hearing on the question of 
giving the Portland Railway Com
pany the right to discontinue its trol
Itoy service on the Spring street line 
and on other lines of the Company 
is to be lwld this week. 1 shall be 
nnable to attend the hC'aring, but I 
do desire to enter a protest against 
the Conlpan,v being gi \'en tht~ right 
1 i; discontinue its Spring street linA. 

"1 rc'sidl' on tht' cornel' of Park and 
Spring strepts and the trolley line 
IH"lSSPS rny house on Spl'ing strp,;:'t. 
I thinl, that to takl' up tlw rails and 
suhstitutt: a hus service would tfmd 
To depreciate the value of the prop
(,I't~' in which 1 reside. 

"1 ha ve heard a number of people 
speak with rcgret that this change 
was contemplated. 1 understancl 
that there are a number of people 
wit) would be pleased to see tho 
tracks takcn up, but 1 think that a 
1" rg"c proportion of these people are 
users of automobiles and that they 
feel that they would have a smooth
('I' I'oad if the trolley cars were ban
islwd, 1 ha ve seen from the newspa
pers that some people object to the 
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noises which the cars make, but per
sonally I have found that I have been 
far more disturbed by the automo
biles on Park street than by the 
trolleys on Spring street. 

"Very truly your, 
(Signed) 

"CHARLES L. HUTCHINSON." 
I have another letter from a lady in 

Saco as follows: 
"Edgar E. Rounds: There is much 

comment on your stand on the bus 
bill of the Portland H. R. Co. It is 
feared by many people that if passed 
will jeopardize the l}l'eSent trans
portation system in Portland and 
vieinity. People, in other places have 
found that the bus cannot take place 
or the trolley car. If it is going 
to cost ten tllOusand dollars mon' to 
install busses and be less efficient on 

. Spring St. line it is better not to give 
any right to g'o into the bus business. 
l-'odland and- vicinity is well taken 
cal'e of with the iI'olley and it is poor 
judgment to try anything else in its 
place. \Vhen this bill was first in
tl'oe!ueed it was undel'stood not to 
atlect the existing trolley lines. It 
is also saicl the Company would ]Jlace 
the8(, IlUS lines in operation only on 
ap[lj'oval of tile P. U. Com. and muni
Cipal officers of Portland but would 
gi\'e no mention of tile other towns 
and cilil'S invol\·ed. It seems as 
tll(Jug'll that it will be for the interest 
of the ]lU blic [or tbis biil to be de
feated, H it had not [)een for 1" c
yious cngagernent [ \vould be at hear
ing IJUt llope this will lle caretully 
COllHi(lered. 

"Thanldng you, 
(Signed) 

"11. L. DAVIS, Saco Maine." 

On top of that there was going' to 
be a petition, lJut the women \vho 
was going to circulate it 011 Spring 
Street became sick and she die! not 
1)I'esent it. Also the h('aring was to 
be heW at two o'clock but they had 
it at one. Ii was my mistake not be
ing til ere. 1 ought to have read the 
Kennebec J ournai more carefully, but 
[ did not expect them to lla vc a he'H
II1g at one. i \\'as confronted Il\' tlle 
presidcnt of the Cumberland Coun
ty Power and Light Company, and 
the manager, and they laughed at 
me. I said "I'll have my inning when 
when it comes around. I don't know 
j, ut what you will bm t me but I will 
ha \'8 my innings in COUl't," So I am 
hel'e in eoul't toc]a,' I'€']lresenting the 
people-the poor people. 

The gentleman from Cape Eliza-

beth (Mr. Chase) has said they can
not pay. Well, tlley put on some lit
tle cal's and they put on strap hang
ers and 1 remember once that on a 
car c;'oing out where I live there were 
36 in the car seated, 42 standing. 
Now if they cannot run cars at ten 
cents, or eig'ht cents with a coupon 
ticket, I ,10n't know how these other 
little lines that I see going by certain 
places can pay their I'unning ex
pens<.;s. Another thing! I counted 0, in one or those little cars, and the 
motorman said: "Please get back" 
and wll(,11 he was asked where, he 
said, "You can sit on tile root if you 
want to ride out." :'\ow if the\' have 
got to go that way it is time'some
thing \Vas done about it. 

You llllve a Public Utilities Com
mission and they have passes (or 
Ihemsel \'es ,md their [t'iends. They 
can gl't on and ride, but the poor peo
ple WllO pay tileir eight and ten cents 
have to stand up and hang on to the 
sll"ps. The United States would not 
allow that if it were on a ship. There 
would ha \'e to be so many squal'c feet 
of space for every pa:-;senger; but 
hcre-I don't know. You call it "Pub
lic Utilities"; I call it "Puhlic Nui
sances." (Laughter) They have not 
done anything fUI the pulJilC; they 
have (lone everything for the rich 
COI'lJot'aLloll-tlte) and the lobby 
jJungillg around here to helv tilcrn 
out. 

Gentleman, 1 thank you for the 
time I lJave taken on illis matter, and 
I hope you ",ill see it as 1 do that this 
thing should be indefinitely post
pOlled. 

::\11'. ALDRICH of 'l'opsham: Mr. 
Speaker, in addition to what has been 
said already, one of the most inter
esting features of this entire situa
tion, to me, is that notwithstanding 
the feeling manner in which our good 
friend from l'ortlt',nd C\J r. Rounds) 
has spoken of these investors in the 
securities of this Portland Hailroad 
Company, at the hearing whieh was 
given, which was apparently proper
ly advertised, it does not appear that 
any of those investors appeared in 
opposition to this bill, and it seems 
to me that if the savings banks of 
this State, whieh are managed, con
trolled and directed presumably by 
the leading business men of their 
community, and the same is true of 
the trust companies, if, as has been 
said by the gentleman from Portland 
(Mr. Rounds) they are the largest 
security holders of this Portland 



LEGISLATIVE RECORD-HOUSE, F'EBHUARY 23 273 

Railroad, and if they, as securit,\' 
holdt'rs, haying in charge thc funds 
of these small dcpositors, think if 
wise, and I think we may aHsume 
from the fact that they haye not ap
peal'ed to oppose this bill, that they 
think it wise that this bill ",houlel 
11, COllle a l3. w, 

It would. seem to llle uudet' tltose 
eil'CUmSLalleeS, that it \\ou,d. ill l.J(;
eOIlHe us to oppose the pas,;agc of 
tlli'; ad Simply becausl' of Ule laet 
ihat owing to cunditiun:::; U\'l'l' \\ hich 
tl1(,;:3<-' puwer C0111vanjes llU\'e no eun
tl'ol, ill Ull' lasl tl'll 01' [we1\'c \t'ars 
till,.\' han' been sLruggliug and st.l'ug
gli!lt;' <-tnu struggling all over thls 
cuuntry to makl' both ends med, and. 
as \ve well l{llo\v, they have lJ(~en go
ing tu ,he wall all 0\'('1' the ('ountry, 
H till' se cudty llUhlel's are agl'l'eabJu 
to this proposiLion to OlJPose any-, 
thing "hicil aIJpan:ntiy designl'd to 
ussi~..;t alld elluLde thenl Lo gi \·e to 
thc ('it y uf l'ol'tland and its enl'irons 
a sCI'l'iee whieh that elty undoul.Jtc'd
ly lwmls, and. I sa; to \'OU, ~lr. 

;';lJl'aku' and gen!lcillen ur U;is House 
that just as SUl'e as lYe sit here if 
that 'l'I'ollcy COlllpan"' '"tel its lillCS 
in l'ul'Uand and thcl'l'abuuts anti'" at 
a positIon \Vh('l'e it can In:Ll\:l' no lllon
ey, tl!nt tl'olit'y line will close dO\\'ll 
u:'C:lUS(' the CUllllH:'l'lanc1 c:ounty 
PU\V('l' and Light COJnpan~, under 
thai lva,,(', wlten it gets to tile lhlint 
that tll>.' It'<l~(, of lhi:-:; C()nlp~U1Y IS 
equiyalent to \\"hat ilH'Y Hl't' ret'3}Jonst
bk fol', they ""I'tain;y \l'ml't COll

tinue tu run this C()l~lpall.\' rOl' 1 JH~ 
fun of rUllning' it. J don't knoll', but 
I assume tlwt tile Puillic l;t;litiPH 
cOllllllitt('e has HOnlt' idpa as to the 
llUrpose anel what may l.Je accom' 
pJislll'c1 by this bill, and undl'!' the 
circumstances and under our knowl
edge and expf'l'il'lWe oj' tllC' last ten 
years with respect to the diffi(,ulties 
which utility companies of this kind 
haye been experiencing, J submit that 
if there is nothing in tlte proposed 
bill Wllich is inimical tf> the inter
ests 0 f the people, \\'e should pass it. 

I would call your attention to the 
fact that this bill docs not provide 
for thc discon ti nuance of any Ii n ps 
in Portland: it simvb' m-ovides that 
this company may ha \'(' the power to 
operate motor busses by electricity 
or gasoline in cases which shall be 
clPlermined by the Puhlic Utiliti,'s 
commission and in a(ldition by the 

selectmen or municipal officers of the 
community affected. 

There is nothing in this bill about 
discontinuing Spring Street or any 
otl",r street, and while 1 am not fa
milial' with tlte wording, gentlemcn, 
I am assuming tilat there \\'ill not 
be a discontinuance of these lines or 
any otlwr lim,,,, without the pet'mis
sion 01 tlte ['ulllic Ctilities Commis
siun, and thel'c' will not be any new 
lines 01' l.Juss"s instailcd without the 
pl'l'lllissioll or th(' Public Utilities 
Commission and the MunieilJal OHi
eel'S. 

Mt'. llOL"'JA~ of Bangor: l\lr. 
;';jJl'akel', I \\'uul(! like tu inquire 
\\ Ildher UI' not tilt' comnllttce l'e
jlOl't('d ullanilllou:~ly in rUV01' of the 
p~U:5t;agl\ of thif4 bill. 

Tlte Sl'!";AKEH pro tern: Answer
ing tlw inljuiry of tlte gentleman trom 
Bangoi', Mr. Holman, the Cltal!' \\'ill 
state tltat on St'nate Do('ument 1'\0, 
g House 1'ap('I' ~G, \lhiell \Vas l'der
n'd tu the c()l1lmittl'c un Public Util
ities, tlmt CUtltllliUl'l' l'epol'te(\ on an 
ad to aulhm'ize tl,e l'm't!a,nd Hail
['oad Company to operatl' motol' bus
Sl'S, they had the same under con
sideration and asked Icaye to rcport 
t1,at the saille ought to pass. 

MI'. L~\.lT of Old Town: 1\11'. Spcak
"I', I I)('lil' l' that 1 can ans\\'t'l' the 
g','ntleman [l'(Hn '1'oI1slwrr, (l\lr. AI
d j'ich) in l'l'g'a,'d to the sto<:kltoltlers 
'Pi' 1hi:-; COil1vany \\'ho al'p intcl'esh'cl 
ill this rrl('aSUl'P not being- lJ1'esl'nt at 
tl1l' t'01nmittc(' hearing. If thl' g('n
tll'mall ['rom Topsham lVould bear in 
minel tliclt on the fil'st (lay of this 
~w8sion \ve "\verf': inforrnE'd thnt eom
miUcc hcarin"s did not amount to 
a great d{':ll, an ' thn t f'Y('l'yth in,:"'" per
taining to matters were fougl,t out on 
tIle floor of the H ouse-thn t is a 
sta!<'ment \\'hieh was pllhlisllP<l in the 
newspapers-I took it for granted 
that tIl(' matter would be fought out 
in the House and it would he of no 
usc to come before a committee hear
ing. 

The- SPgA KEH pro tem: The mo
tion before the House i~ on the mo
tion of the gentleman from Porthllld, 
Mr. Rounds, to indefinitely postpone 
the report of the committee on Pub
lic Utilities. 

1\11', lVlcIN'.i'IHE of Norway: Mr. 
Speaker and ladies and gentlemen of 
the House, if I r"member correctly, 
in the discussion b8[ore the flrst 
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hearing On this bill, practically ev
erytlling centered around Spring 
Street in the city vf Portland, and 
the condition of traffie there; prae
tically nothing was said or intimated 
about any other part of tile com
pany's bw;iness. The act before us 
covers all tl1(' cities and all the towns 
In wiIich this railroad operates. 
consider that that fact alone is suffi
cient reason to support the motion of 
lVir. Rounds regardless of how, when 
and where the bonds of that com
pany were or are invested. 

lVIr. CHASE: Mr. Speaker, 1 would 
like to speak in regard to the Spring 
St,('et proposition. The immediate 
occasion for this bill was this: The 
City Government of the city of Port
land was represented by lVIr. Deer
ing, who appeare<l before the com
mittee in favor of this bill, he being 
a member of the City Council or 
whatever they call it there. The city 
wants to rebuild Spring Street in the 
city of Portland. There are traC'k~ 
thel'e now, and the City Government 
does not want tracks there; they 
\Vant to gO ahead and build a con
crete smooth street there. This Spring 
Street proposition started right with 
tile City Government of Portland and 
they at'e iT' tavor of it. Now the 
company, acevrding to tlie testimony 
presented at the hearing, since it I,,· 
came necessary to get legislative au
thority in order to operate on Spring 
Street, and because that would give 
them an opportunity to try motor hus 
operation, and see what they could 
do with it, put in this bill to 
give them authority to also operate 
motol' busses under the restrictions 
which have been brought out, and 
we had t\Vo hearings on it, and the 
discussion was on Spring Street be
caus" that was where they expected 
to start operating motor busses. 
They do not know whether they will 
want to operate any more or ~vhere 
thcy may want to operate, so that, 
as I say. MI'. Deering of the Port
land City Government, ap])eal'ed in 
favor of the bill, and that is why the 
Spring Street proposition received 
so much publicity and comment, be
cause til at is where they want to 
start bus operation in order to try 
it out. 

The SPEAKER pro tem: The 
question is upon the motion of the 
gentleman from Portland, Mr. 
Hounds, who moves that tbe com-

mittee's report on Public Utilities on 
an act to authorize the l~ortland 

Railroad Company to operate motor 
busses be indefinitely postponed. 

M1'. COMINS of Eddington: Mr. 
Speaker, I ask for a division of the 
House. 

The SPEAKER pro tern: The gen
tleman from Eddington, Mr. Comins, 
asks for a division of the House on 
the motion of the gentleman from 
Portland. ]\Ill'. Hounds, which is to 
indefinitely postpone the report of the 
committee. 

A division of the House belllg had, 
Thirty-one having votf'd ., the af

firmative and fifty-two in the nega
tive, the motion of the enUeman 
from Portland, Mr. Rounds, "as lost. 

The SPEAKER pro tern: The 
question returns upon the acceptance 
of the report of the committee. 

A "iva voce vote being taken, tile 
report of the committee was accept
ed. 

The SPEAKER pro tem: This be
ing a printed bill, is it the pleasure 
of the House that the rules be sus
pended and that the bill ltave its 
first two readings at this tim!'? 

Mr. ROUNDS: Mr. Speaker: I 
move it lie on the table for amend
ment so we sball have somc protec
tion against the monopolies of this 
State. 

The SPEAKER pro tern: The 
amendment is not in order until the 
bill has its first two readins·s. Doc" 
the gentleman move that the bill lie 
on the table? 

Mr. HOUNDS: 1\11'. Speaker: 
move that it lie upon the table. 

A viva voce vote being rloubt,,'d, 
A decision of the House was had, 
Forty-eight having voted in the 

affirmative and thirty in (11(> neg'a
tive, tile motion of the "entleman 
from Portland, 1\11'. Rounds, to tablp. 
was carried. 

(At this point the Speaker pro tern, 
Mr. Wing, retired amirl the ::lj,plause 
of the House, the members rising, 
and Speaker Martin resumed the 
Chair.) 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays 
before the House H. D. 23, an aCe 
relating to the excise tax on rail
roads, tabled by Mr. Williams of 
Falmouth, February 17, pending as
signment for third reading. 

On motion by Mr. Williams of 
Falmouth a viva voce vote oeing tak-
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en the bill was retablpd and specially 
assigned for Tuesday, March 1. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays 
before the House an act to increase 
the salary of the .iudge of the West
tern Somerset Municipal Court, S. 
P. 258, tabled by Mr. Page of Skow
hegan, February 17, pending refer
ence to a committee in concurrence. 

On motion by Mr. Page of Skowhe
gan, the bill was referred to the 
the committee on Salaries and Fees 
in conCUl'l'ence. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays 
before the House an aet to iDcor
po rate the eity of Augusta Cony 
High School District, H. P. 871, 
tabled by Mr. Kinsman of Augusta, 
Fehruary 17, pending reference to a 
committee. 

Mr. KINSMAN of, Augusta: Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to c)xplain to 
the members of this House that I 
had to introduce this bill last Thurs
day in order to get it under the wire, 
so to speak. The scllool committee 
of the city of Augusta has 1I0t had 
an opportunity to meet and decide 
whc,ther or not this bill is advisable; 
and I would like to ask the consent 
of tIle Ilouse to ha"" this again laid 
on tl](c' table until a week from today 
so that the committee mav decide. 

On motlOn by Mr. Ki~samn, the 
bill was re-tabled and definItely as
Signed for \Vednesday, :March 2. 

'l'h8 SPEAKER: The Chair lays 
before the llouse an aet relative to 
tIl" sillar}' of the mayor of the city 
of Augusta, H. P. 889, tabled by Mr. 
Kinsman of Augusta, February 17, 
pC'n(ling reference to a committce. 

Mr. KI:\'SMA.'\: Mr. Speaker, in 
regal'd to this heing tabled by me 
February 17. I will say that I expect 
to offer an amendnwnt tomolTo\\' and 
would like to have this tabled until 
tOlnOlTovV morning. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
state tllan an amendment cannot be 
offered until the bill has had its first 
two I'padings. Does the gentleman 
wish to IlUye this re-ta hIed until to
mo]']'ow morning? 

:Mr. KJ.'\SMA"': rf you please, MI'. 
Speaker. 

Thercupon on motion by Mr. Kins
man, the bill was re-tabled until 
Thursday, Febrnary 24. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays 
before the House an act relating to 
the use of power boats, H. D. 183, H. 
P. 863, tabled by Mr. Boynton of So. 
Portland, B'ebruary 17, pending re
ference to a committee. 

On motion by Mr. Boynton of South 
Portland, the bill was referred to the 
committee on Sea and Shore Fish
eries. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays 
before the House H. D. 182, an act 
to amend the charter of the city of 
Westbrook, tabled by Mr. Robie of 
Westbrook, February 17, pending re
ference to a committee. 

Mr. ROBIE: Mr. Speaker, was 
that bill originally referred to the 
commi ttee on Legal Affai rs? 

The SPEAKER: TIle Chair will 
state that that is the reference sug
gested. 

Thereupon on motion by Mr. Robie 
of Westhrook, the bill was referred 
to the committe" on Legal Affairs, as 
originally suggested. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays 
before the House, H. D. 187 an act 
to amend the charter of the city of 
\Vestbrook, tabled by Mr. Varnum 
of Westbrook, February 17, pending 
reference to a committce. 

On motion by Mr. Varnum of \\'est
brook, the bill was referred to the 
(;ommittee on Legal Affairs, the com
mittee originally suggested. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays 
before the House S. P. 186, an act to 
regulate the sale of cider, tabled by 
the gentleman from Appleton, Mr. 
Thurston, on February 18, pending 
l'eferenc:e in concurrence. 

Mr. THURSTON of Appleton: MI'. 
Speaker, yestcrday the Aroostook 
delegation and the Temperance com
mittee met in the Senate Chamber. 
\\'hile \ye were trying to organize, the 
Axoostook ddegation started to sing 
"How Dr,' I Am." I think that is 
a reflection on the Temperance com
mittee. If the Aroostook delegation 
is <In'. I think the Temperance com
mittpc is more so; and I move to re
fer this ciele!' bill to the ']'emperance 
committee. 

The motion prevailed and the bill 
was referred to the committee on 
T0l11perance. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays 
before the House majority and minor-
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ity reports of the committee on Judi
ciary on bill an act relating to ad
vertising signs along public high
ways, S. D. 11, H. P. 47, tabled by Mr. 
Hale of Portland, February 18, pend
ing acceptance of either report. 

Mr. HALE of Portland: Mr. Speak
er, I yield to the gentleman from 
Briddon, Mr. Stone. 

On motion by Mr. :oton(; of Bridgton 
it W'lS voted that the majority report 
"ought to pass" be accepted. 

Mr. LITTLF:FJELD or Kennebunk: 
':\1r. Speaker, I ha vc not had time to 
look 'It this bill. Does this refer whol
ly to hotels? 

Mr. STONE of Hrldg'ton; Mr. 8peak
er, I would like to say that it applies 
wholly t.) public inns and hotels. 

The SI'EAKF:R: The Chair will 
also "tate that it is S. D. No. 11. 

':\lr. CYR of \Vatcrville: Mr. Speal<cr, 
how man;v of the comlnittee reported 
in favor and how many a,e;ainst? 

The SPI~AKER: The Chair will state 
th'lt 8('\Cll members of the committee 
reported "ought to pass," and the mi
nority l'eport, "ought not to pass," ·was 
signed by three n1E'111bers of the com
mitteC'. 

On motion by 2\Ir. Littlefield of 
Kennebunk the bill was tabled pend
ing first reading under suspension 
of the rules. 

On motion by 1\11'. Hoath of Guil
ford, it \Vas votcfl to talce from the ta
ble H. D. H, an act to amend Section 
11 of elm])tcr 6 of the Revised Stat
utes relClting' to the opening and clos
ing of the polls at ])rimary elections, 
tCiblcd by that g'entleman, February 
22. ])ending third reading: and on fur
ther motion by the same gentleman 
the bill received its third reading and 
was passed to be E'n~rossed. 

On motion by Me. Heath of Guil
ford, it was voted to take from the 
table H. D. 45, an act to amend Sec
tion 21 of Chapter 7 of the Revised 
Statutes relating to closin" of polls at 
elections, tabled by that gentleman, 
F"bruary 22, pending third reading; 
and on further motion by the same 
gentleman the bill received its third 
reading Cind WciS passed to be en
grossed. 

On motion by Mr. Rounds of Port
land, unaninlOus cO~lsent \vas given 
that gentleman to present an order, 
out of order, as 1'0110"'8: 

Ordered, that the CIerI, of the House 
be authorized to employ at the ex
Dense of the state on(' or more sten
og'raphers to attend and report the 
hearings before the joint conllnit tee 
composed of the public utilities, judi
ciary and interior \vaters committees 
relating tn the control of the w[lter 
p0wers of Maine and the g'eneration of 
electric ener;.;y; also tlmt said report 
be transcribed and onc thousand copies 
printed. 

The order received pat-'snge. 

On motion by Mr. Carleton of 'Vin
terport, unanin10US consent ,"vas given 
thnt gentlelnan to present an order, 
out of order, as follows: 

Ordered, that .1\1r8. Edna KnO\vltoll, 
no\'\' ~erving- the Progrcssi Ve Spiritual
ist As~ociat ion of Augusta, be jnvited 
to act as chaplain of the House, 
Thursday, February 24. 

The order recei ved passage. 

On motion by Mr. Harris of Minot, 
Adjourned until 10 o'clock tomorrow 

mornjng. 


