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HOUSE 

Tuesday, January 11, 1927, 

The House met according to adjourn
ment and was ca1!ed to order by the 
Speaker. 

Prayer by the Rev, Mr. 'Yalch of 
Augusta. 

Journal of the previous session read 
and appro\·ed. 

Prom the Senate: The following or
der: 

Ordered, the House concurring, that 
the following joint rule be added to 
the rules of the Eighty-Third Legisla
ture, to he numbered No. 19: 

"19. The minority party in the Leg
islature shalI have representation to 
the extent of at least one member, to 
be appointed as other members may be 
appointed, on each of the joint stand
ing committees named in Rule I and on 
each of the joint select committees 
named in Rule 2." 

In the Senate referred to the next 
Legislature. 

In the House, on motion by Mr. 
'Ying' of Auburn, the matter was in
definitely postponed in non-concur
renee. 
Communicatj,on from the Executive 

Department 
"STATE 01·' MAINE 

OffiCe of the Governor 
Augusta, January 7, 1927. 

To the Honorabl" Senate and House of 
Representa tiveR: 
There is submitted herewith, with

out my approval, a Resolve in Favor 
of the Town of Norridgewock for Re
pair of Bridge Across the Kennebec 
River. 

This Resolve cc,nstitutes an exeep
tion to the provisions of our Statutes 
as to the conf;truction and maintenance 
of our highways and bridges. It was 
presf'nted to the Executive in the clos
ing hours of the session of the last 
Legislature \vhen it was impossible to 
give to it the consideration that its 
exceptional character would seem to 
demand. 

It i;.; contemplated under the Consti
tution that the Executive shall have 
five days in which to consider mat
ters of this sort. It has always been 
a mooted Question as to what action 
should be taken with measures which 
are held in abeyance by the adjourn
ment of the Legislature. 

The Constitution provides that meas
ureR of which the Executive doeR not 
approve shall be returned to the Leg
islature and 'reconsidered' by them. 

,Yhether the Constitution contemplates 
the ret urn of a measure only to a suc
ceeding session of the same Legisla
ture within the three days stipulated 
in the Constitution or whether it con
templates a return to a new Legisla
ture is not clear. It seems to turn 
upon the proper construction of the 
pronoun 'their' in the concluding 
words of the constitutional provision. 

Reconsideration, however. of a mat
ter which a Legislature has never of
ficially considered seems technically 
difficult. rt also presents the practi
cal problem of reconsideration by 
more than one hundred Inembers \vho 
ha ve never previously considered the 
matter in any way. 

It has been the practiCe in recent 
~'ean:; to return measures of this sort 
to the new r,egislature, but the Secre
tary of state has no recollection of any 
case where such a measure has been 
enacted into law. Tt seems wise to 
defer to these precedents and return 
the Resolve but without implying an 
opinion that this pr.,cedure would be 
held constitutional if the matter shall 
evcr come up for judicial determina
tion. 

This Res01ve appropriating money to 
repair the planking- and supporting 
timbers of the bridg'e floor across the 
Kennebec River was considered and 
recommended in 1925. 

"rhethcr the circ'!.lmstances are now 
so exceptional as to warrant treatment 
of this bridge differently from ~:jjx 

thousand other bridges in the Stat" of 
Maine is a Question that it would seem 
appropriate for this Legislature to 
consider and determine for itself in 
due course in this session upon the ba
sis of the situation as it exists today. 

Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) HALPFi O. BRE'YSTER, 

Governor of Maine." 
Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr. 

Speaker, I move that tha~ communi
cation lie on the table. 

Mr. 'VING of Auburn: Mr. Speaker, 
may I inquire if the gentlemnn (MI'. 
Rounds) would assign it for a day 
certain. say tomorro\v morning? 

Mr. ROUNDS: I would like some 
time. I have been in thiA Legislature 
five termA before this, in four of which 
I ha\'e been on the committee on 
claims. In that committee We consid
ered different things and we worl,ed 
hard for ten weel,s. I hnve come here 
not knowing a thing about this mat
ter-

Mr. \VING: I rise to a point of 
order. 
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The SPEAKER: The gentleman will 
state his point of order. 

Mr. WING: The motion was to as
sign a day certain. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Portland (Mr. Rounds) will con
fine his remarks merely to replying to 
the question whether he will assign it 
for a day certain. 

Mr. ROUNDS: 1 should rather not 
at the present time; but I would like 
a chance to look into it. 

The SPEAKER: The motion be
fore the House is to lay the veto 
message of the Governor on the 
table. Is that the pleasure of the 
House? 

Thereupon the motion to table 
the veto message prevailed. 

Orders 
On motion by Mr. Kinsman of 

Augusta, it was 
Ordered, that the Maine Inland 

Fish and Game Wardens' Associa
tion be granted the use of the Ju
diciary committee room for their 
annual meeting on Friday morning, 
January 14, 1927. 

On motion by Mr. Robie of Gor
ham, it was 

Ordered, the Senate concurring, 
that there be printed five hundred 
Legislative tracer sheets for the use 
of the individual members of the 
Legislature in keeping track of those 
bills in which they are particularly 
interested, the form being attached 
to the order. 

Sent up for concurrence. 

Mr. Wing of Auburn presented 
the following order and moved its 
passage. 

Ordered, the Senate concurring, 
that the Joint rules be amended by 
inserting in Section one thereof, at 
the head of the list of committees, 
the following: "Aeronautics and 
Hadio Control." 

Mr. WING: Mr. Speaker, I think 
the House is entitled to some in
formation as to an order of this 
kind. It goes without saying that 
there is pending in Congress legis
lation having to do with the radio 
and aeronautics. This is a new sci
ence, a new departure in life, and 
I hope that the people of Maine are 
progressive enough to have a part 
in it. This committee, if named, 
would enable us to have presented 
to it, and perhaps discussed, certain 
control of the air, certain control 
that has to do with Congress, and 

at least will be in a position to 
take part in this discussion of this 
new thing. I trust the order will 
.receive a passage on the part of 
the House. 

Thereupon the order received 
passage and was sent up for con
currence. 

Mr. Cole of South Portland pre
sented the following order and 
moved its passage: 

Ordered, the Senate concurring, 
that the Joint Rules be amended 
by inserting in Section one after the 
words "On Banks and Banking," the 
following words: "On Charities and 
Corrections." 

Mr. WING of Auburn: Mr. Speak
er, the order is not plain to me. Is 
that the addition of another com
mittee or the changing of the name 
of the Committee on Banks and 
Banking? 

The SPEAKER: The Chair would 
assume that that was the addition 
of another committee, but will ask 
the gentleman from South Portland, 
Mr. Cole, to explain. 

Mr. COLE: That is the addition 
of another committee recommended 
by Mr. Cornish of the Board of 
Charities and Correcti.'ns. 

On motion by Mr. Wing of Au
burn, the order was tabled. 

Orders of the Day 
Papers from the Senate, out of 

order, under suspension of the rules. 
From the Senate: Ordered, the 

House concurring, that the Super
intendent of Public Buildings is 
hereby given charge of all assign
ments of rooms for hearing in the 
Capitol building, and that all ap
plications for rooms for hearings 
must be made to him in writing 
forty-eight hours previous to the 
time when said rooms are to be used 
for that purpose. 

In the Senate, read and passed. 
In the House, read and passed in 

concurrence. 

From the Senate: Ordered, the 
House concurring, that all commit
tees are hereby directed to report 
to the committee on Appropriations 
and Financial Affairs all appropria
tions and money recommended by 
them, and any acts or resolves rec
ommended by them which amend 
existing statutes or resolves requir
ing an appropriation of money. 

The committee on Appropriations 
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and Financial Affairs is hereby di
rected to make a record of such re
ports and forthwith submit the same 
to the Legislature for changes there
in. 

No act or resolve involving an ap
propriation of money shall be en
grossed without having endorsed 
thereon in addition to the usual en
dorsements of the officers of the 
Senate and House, the following. 

namely: "Examined and recorded by 
the committee on appropriations and 
financial affairs. Chairman." 

In the Senate read and passed. 
In the House read and passed in 

concurrence. 

On motion bv Mr. Hammond of 
Van Buren, 

Adjourned until tomorrow morn
ing at ten o'clock. 


