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SENATE 

Tuesday March 3, 1925 
Senate called to order by the 

President. 
Prayer by Rev. A. T. McWhorter 

of Augusta. 
Jourr,al of previous session read 

and approved. 

Papers from the House disposed of 
in concurrence. 

From the House: Resolve, to re
ject the proposed twentieth amend
ment to the Constitution of the 
United States, being the Child Lab
or Law, so-called. (H. D. 61) 

In Senate, Feb. 26, referred to Com
mittee on Labor. 

In the House, voted to adhere to 
its former action whereby the resolve 
was referred to the Committee on 
Legal Affairs. 

Mr. HINCKLEY of Cumberland: 
Mr President, I move that we in
sist and ask for a co'mmittee of 
conference. 

The motion was ag-reed to, and the 
Cliair appointed as such committee 
on the part of the Senate, Messrs. 
Smith or Somerset, 'Vadsworth of 
Kcnnebec and Bond of Lincoln. 

From the House: An Act to amend 
Chapter 184 :)f the Public Laws of 
1921. as amended by Chapter 211 of 
the Laws of 1923, relating to the 
supervision, regulation and conduct 
of the transportation of pt~rsons over 
the public highways of the State of 
Tdaine by automobiles, .iitney busses 
and auto stages by the Public Utili
ties Commission. (S. D. 119) 

In Senate, Feb. 24, referred to Com
mittee on Public Utilities. 

In the House, referred to the Com
mittees on Mercantile Affairs and 
Insurance find Public Utilities joint
ly in non-concurrence. 

The Senate, on motion by Mr. 
Cram of Cumberland, voted to recede 
and concur with the House. 

From the House: An Act to amend 
Paragraph A of Section 47 of Chap
ter 211 of the Public Laws of 1921 
relative to fees for registration of 
vehicles. (S. D. 36) 

In Senate, Feb. 18, passed to be 
ergrossed. 

In the House, House amendment 
"A" find House amendment "B" adop
ted and the bill was passed to be 
engrossed as amended by House 

Amendment "A" and House Amend
ment "B" 

In the Senate tabled on motion by 
Mr. Hinckley of Cumberland. 

House Bills in First Reading 
An Act to amend Section 60 of 

Chapter 126 of the Revised Statutes 
relating to old, dis"lased or disabled 
animals. 

(On motinn by Mr. Barwise of Pe
nobscot, tabled pending acceptance 
of the report of the committee on 
agriculture, ought not to pass.) 

An Act to regulate loans the pay
ment of which ale secured by mort
gage or pledge of household furni
ture. (H. D. 145) 

(On motion by Mr. Cram of Cum
berland, tabled pending acceptance 
of the report of the committee on 
judiciary, ought not to pass.) 

An Act relating to fishing in brook 
f'mptying into Thompson Lake at 
Oxford, kn(lwn in Oxford and Otis
field as Greely Brook, and in the 
town of Norway as Lombard Brook. 
(H. D. 220) 

An Act to regulate fishing in Mil
ler Brook, a tributary to Moose 
Pond, in the town of Bridgton, in the 
county of Cumberland. (H. D. 218). 

An Act rplating to payment of 
bounty on bob-cats, loupcervier or 
Canada lynx killed in the State of 
Maine. (H. D. 222). 

An Act relating to the Portland 
Public Library. (H. D. 221). 

An Act relating to the Female Or
phan Asylum at Portland. (H. D. 223.) 

Communication from the Secretary 
of State 

STATE OF MAINE 
OFFICE OF SECRETARY OF' STATE 

Augusta, Maine. March 3, 1925. 
To the Senate and House of Repre

sentatives in Legislature assembled: 
I have the honor to transmit here

with two initiative petitions, filed in 
the office of the Secretary of State on 
February 27. 192ri. proposing to the 
Legi8lature for it" consideration. un
der the provisions of Article XXXI of 
the Constitution vf Maine, the follow
ing uill: 

An Act to Repeal Sections One to 
Thirty-six of Chapter Six of the Re
vised Statutes Relative to Primary 
~Jlections, 

DE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE 
OF THE STATE OF MAINE AS 
FOLLOWS: 
Article 1. Sections 1 to 36 inclUSive, 



2£4 LEGISLATIVE RECORD ...... ElENATE, MARCH 3 

of Chapter 6 of the Revised Statutes 
and acts amendatory thereof and ad
ditional thereto, relating to nomina
tions of candidates for office by pri
mary elections. are hereby repealed. 

Article II. All nominations of can
didates for any and all State or coun
ty offices, including United States Sen
ator. member of Congress, and mem
ber of the State Legislature shall 
hereafter be made at and by party 
conventions and caucuses. in the same 
manner as nominations were made 
prior to the passage of Chapter 199 of 
the Public Laws of 1911 and Chapter 
221 of thfl Public Laws of 1913. 

Res;pectfulIy, 
(Signed) FRANK W. BALL, 

Secretary of State. 
The communication was read. and 

on motion by Mr. Hinckley of Cum
berland, together with accompanying 
petitions, was referred to the com
mittee On judiciary. 

The following bills, petitions, etc., 
were received and on recommendation 
by the committee On reference of bills 
were referred to the following com
mittees: 

Education 
By l\-Ir. Allen of York, An Act to re

peal Chapter 217 of the Public Laws 
of 1919, relative to appropriations for 
the several normal schools and the 
Madawaska Traini'ng School. (S. P. 
372.) 

Judiciary 
By Mr. \Vilson of Aroostook, peti

tion of F. M. Poland and others ill 
favor of retaining the primary law. 
(S. P. 373.) 

By the same senator, remonstrance 
of Elmer F. \Vebber of Mapleton and 
others (S. P. 374); remonstrance of 
Mrs Arth ur Flanigan, Mapleton, and 
others (S. P. 375): remonstrance of 
Mrs Annie Craig, Mapleton, and oth
ers (S. P. 376) against an\' radical 
change or repeal of the pres~nt direct 
primary la\v. 

Legal Affairs 
By Mr. Cram of Cumberland, An 

Act relating to the administration of 
aSSignments for the benefit of cred
itors. (S. P. 377.) 

(;;00 copies ordered printed.) 

Judiciary 
By Mr. Carter of Androscoggin, An 

Act tCl amend Section I of Chapter 97 
of the Revised Statutes relating to 
right to erect and maintain mill dams 

and to divert water by a canal for 
mills. (S. P. 389.) 

(1000 copies ordered printed.) 

Taxation 
By Mr. Holley of Somerset, An Act 

amending the powers of the Board of 
State Assessors in relation to the 
equalization and adjustment of assess
ment of the several muniCipalities. 
(S. P. 390.) 

(500 copies ordered printed.) 

Sea and Shol"e Fisheries 

By Mr. Bond of Lincoln: Remon
strance of John Snowman and 16 
others of Southport (S. P 378); re
monstrance of Henry Jones and 25 
others of South Bristol (S P. 379); 
a::;'ainst the passage of the so-called 
Lamson Bill regarding the measure
ment of lobsters. 

By the same Senator: Remon
>trance of A. B. Farnham and 12 
othErS of East Boothbay (S. P. 
3~0) remonstrance of \V. E. Brewer 
nnd 34 others of Southport; (S. P. 
381;) remonstrance of Mel! Burn
ham and 5 others of Boothbay (S. 
P. 382;) remonstrance of E. O. 
Thompson and 10 others of Loud
"me (S. P. 383;) remonstrance of S. 
H. :rones and 10 others of South 
Bri~tol (S. P. 384) against any 
change in the pJ'esent Sea and Shore 
F'iRheries Commission law. 
Ways and Bridges and Taxation 

Jointly 
By the same Senator: Remon

strance of N. M. Pierce and 41 others 
of Southport (8. F. 1l8G;) remon
strance of Alfred Barter and Ilf} oth-
81'S of Boothbay Earbor (8. P. Xilo) 
against any increase in the tax on 
gasoline without exemption to fish
ermen. 

Bills in First Reading 

B-esoIYe, authoJ'izing the ForeRt 
Commissioner to sell and convey a 
certain in:el'est 0: the State h 
Township One, Range 7, Penobscot 
County. 

An Act to repe:11 Section 43 of 
Chapter If} of the Revised Statutes 
fiS amended by Chapter 1f}4 of 'he 
Public La;vs of ] f}23 relative to 
health officers. 

(On motion by Mr. Hinckley of 
Cumberland, tabled pending second 
reading. ) 

An Act to rel'Eal section 21 of 
Chapter 31 of the Revised Statutes 
relating to the use of the score card 
system by agricultural societies in 
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the judging of dairy products. (S. 
D.135.) 

Reports on Committees 
Mr. Crafts, from the Committee on 

Inland Fisheries and Game, on An 
Act to regulate fishing in Muddy 
Pond, in the town of Damariscotta, 
in the county of Lincoln (S. P. 2~5) 
reported that the same ought not to 
rass. 

'rhe report was accepted and sent 
down for concurrence. 

Mr. Lord. from the sah~e Comn.it
tee, on An Act 10 rermit ice fishing' 
in Baune:, Bog Pond, so-called, in 
f:aniord and in North Berwick, in 
the County of York (S. P. 2~6) re
l·orted thar the same ought to paSH. 

Mr. Phillips, from the Committee 
en Insane Hospitals, on Resolve, iu 
lavor of the Banil'or State Hospital 
Cor maintenance and other purposes 
(S. P. 47) reported the same in a 
I ew draft, under the 8ame title (S. 
P. 387) and that it ought to pass. 

The same Senator, from the same 
Committee, on Resolve. in favor ,)f 
the Augusta State Hospital for main
tenance for the fiscal years H)~6 and 
11)27 (S. P. 7:l) reported the same 
in a new draft, under the same titl ' 
(S. P. 388) and that it ought to 
pass. 

MI'. Hinckley, from the Commit
tee on Judiciary, on A n Act to 
('hange the name of the City :1f 
~()lIth Portland (S. D. Sf» report('rl 
that the same ought to pass. 

1\11'. l'owprs from the Committee 
on Legal Affairs, on An Act to 
[l m(,lld Section ~ of Chapter H5 of the 
Public Laws of JD17 as amended by 
Section 2 of Chapter 7 of the Pul<ie 
Law, of 11)2::, relating to the giving 
of checks and drafts on banks 
wher·e the maker has not sufficient 
funds (S. D. 41) reported that tll, 
same ought to pass. 

1\1r. I\lorrison, from the same 
Committee, on An Act to amend 
Pections :1 and 11' of Chapter 11:{ 
of the Private am] Special Laws of 
1 :.~1, relating to 'NE'st \\Tnshington 
Municipal Court (R. P. l:-l,l) report
ed that the same OUg-]lt to ]lass. 

The reports w('re rpa,] and ac
cepte,l and the bills and resolves 
tahle,] for printing under Ow joint 
Iules. 

Passed to Be Engrossed 
An Act to regulate fishing in cer

tain ponds in ~on1crs('t county. (.r-I. 
D. 12:1.) 

An Act to regulate fishing in the 
portion of Moose River above Brassua 
Lake, in the county of Somerset. (H. 
D. 209.) 

Resolve, to double stack the State 
Library. (S. D. 35.) 

An Act to amend Chapter 62 of the 
Public Lawe of 1923, relating to the 
production and sale of certified seed. 
(S. D. 55.) 

.Joint Hesolution, favoring the ac
quiring and maintenance by the United 
States government of a suitable ves
sel, constructed and equipped espe
cially as an iCe breaker, to be station
ed and operated solely on the Maine 
coast. (S. D. 66.) 

An Act to amend Section 5 of Chap
ter 37 of the Revised Statutes. as 
amended by Chapter 66 of the Public 
Laws of 1919, relating to the registra
tion of milk dealers. (S. D. 74.) 

An Act to prohibit ice fishing in 
Kennebunk Pond. ill the county of 
Yorl,. (S. D. 124.) 

Orders of the Day 
1\11'. MAHER of Kennebec: Mr. 

President, I want to present out of 
order a joint resolution and move its 
passage. 

Joint Resolution 
WHEREAS a natiye son of one 

neighboring state and also the distin
guished citizen by adoption of our pa
rent Conlnl0Invealth of IVlassachusettfi 
has heen destined by fate to be tbe 
third Chid Magistrate of the Union 
to be chosen from New D:ngiand and 
11lindful that as an individual he t.vVi
fies thl:-' bpst there is in AlTIeri can 
rnanlluod; 

DE: ['1' RI<JSOLVED that the Senate 
and House of Rcpresentati ves of the 
State of 1\1ain8 in the Legislature as
semhled hereby expresses itR sense of 
aT)prl..::'ci~tion of this profound honor, 
:-Jnd 

HE IT FVRTHER RESOLVED Lhat 
there be slJread upon the records of 
t11is Legi~lature an appreciation of 
the high esteem for the fine rna nhuod, 
splendid ability and lofty purpose of 
Calvin Coolidge, President of the 
United States, and that a message of 
congratulation be sent to hinl frolll 
this Legislature together with its lJest 
\\"i81108 for his health and prosperity 
alld the: conl'inucd honor and greatness 
.)f our C()lnnlOn eountr;v. 

1 ):1 :-:0\::'d and s('nt du\vn for CO-11CQ r
l'f~n('c. 

}11'. l\1AHEIt of Kennebec: 1\11'. 
Pre.,,;;jucnt, in confornlit:v with Iny 
agreenlent with tht:' senator frolu 
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Aroostook, chairman of the legal af
fairs committee. at the last session, 
I now offer to take from the table 
H. D. 91, An Act to establish a finance 
qommission in the city of Lewiston. 
I note the gentleman from Andros
coggin. Mr. Lane, who made the pend
ing motion, is not present, and 1 would 
ask through the Chair, if it would 
make any difference, if the senator 
himself would retable it until tomor
row morning until he is here. 

The motion to take from the table 
was agreed to, and on further motion 
by Mr. Powers of Aroostook, the mat
ter was retabled. 

On motion by Mr. Hinckley of Cum
berland. H. D. 217, An Act to raise an 
excise tax on corporations organized 
for making, generating, selling, dis
tributing and supplying electricity or 
electric current for power, lighting, 
heating, manufacturing or mechanical 
purposes, was taken from the table 
and on further motion by the same 
senator was referred to the commit
tee on taxation in concurrence. 

On motion by Mr. Carter of Andros
coggin, H. D. 212, An Act relating to 
warning signs at grade crossings, was 
taken from the table and on further 
motion by the same senator was re
ferred to the committee On public util
ities in non-concurrence with the 
House. 

On motion by Mr. Carter of An
droscoggin, S. P. 350, An Aet relating 
to the taxation of auto transportation 
companies, wa., til.ken from the table 
and on further motion by th" sam~ 
senator was referred to the commit
tee on taxation. 

On moUon by Mr. Speirs of Cum
berland, S. D. 110, An Act to in
corporate Dexter P. Cooper to de
velop and utilize the power of the 
tides in the Bay of Fundy and wat
ers adjacent thereto, was taken from 
the table and on further motion by 
the same senator it was voted to ac
cept the report of the committee on 
reference and refer it to the commit
tee on judiciary. 

On motion by 1\1r. Holley of Som
erset, H. D. 21. Resolve in favor of 
Hig-hmoor Form in the town of Mon
mouth, was taken from the table and 
.on further motio., by the same sena
tor the resolve was finally passed. 

On motion by Mr. Holley of Som
erset, H. D. 22. Resolve in favor of 
Animal Husbandry. was taken from 
the table and on further motion by 
the same senator the resolve was fi
nally passed. 

On motion by Mr. vVadsworth of 
Kennebec, the Senate reconsidered 
its action whereby it accepted the 
report of the committee on insane 
hospitals ill favor of the Augusta In
salle Hospital, [W,j on further motion 
by the same senator the matter was 
tabled pending acceptance of the re
port 

On motion by Mr. Wadsworth of 
Kennebec, the Senate reconsidered 
its action whereby it accepted the 
report of the committee on insane 
hospitals in fav;)r of the Bangor In
sane Hospital, and on further motion 
by the same senator the matter was 
tabled pending acceptance of the re
port. 

On motion by Mr. Hinckley of 
Cumberland, H. D. 154, An Act to 
incorporate the Winding Ledges 
Power Company, was taken from the 
table and on further motion by the 
same senator it was referred to the 
judiciary committee in accordance 
with the report of the reference com
mittee. 

Mr. CRAM of Cumberland: Mr. 
President, I move that we reconsider 
our vote wherehy we referred H. D. 
154, An Act to incorporate the Wind
ing Ledges Power Company to the 
committee on judiciary. 

Mr. HINCKLEY of Cumberland: 
Mr. President, I hope that at this late 
hour the Legislature will get down 
to business and not table these most 
important matters. I certainly can 
see no reason at this time, where it 
must be llnderstood by thEJllTIembers, 
why it should not be referred to a 
committee and I certainly, in this 
matter, can see no reason why the 
judgement of the committee of ref
erence, which is composed of the 
President of our Senate and another 
member who has had a lot of experi
ence acting in conjunction with the 
members of the House, should not 
be consi<lered favorably and I hope 
that this matter will not be recon
sidered at this time. 

Mr. CRAM: I would like to ask, 
Mr. President, the parliamentary sit
uation? 

The PRESIDENT: It is on your 
motion to reconsider the vote where
by this bill was referred to the com
mittee on judiciary. 



LEGISLATIVE RECORD---<SEN~\Tl~, l\UcRCH 3 267 

1\11'. CHAl\I: And that is the pend
ing question? 

The PttESIDENT: It is. 
1\11'. HINCKLEY: I would like to 

ask Senator Cram, through the 
Chai!', his reason for reconsiderIng. 

'['he PRESIDENT: Senator Hinck
ley asks tlll'ough the Chail' of ~en
ator Cl'am his reason f01' moving to 
t'(l'!oUsider this vole. He may 
answer if he likes. 

l\Il'. C [t.\1\I: 1\11'. President, I would 
reply throug'h the Chair that this 
l,roposed act now hefol'e th,e Senate 
for reconsideration is a matter re
lnting to a power company, being H. 
n, 154. That is a utility maUer, and 
rbalters of puhlic utility have in the 
main been referred to the committee 
un public utilities, and I consider 
thaI is the pl'oper I'efert'nce in this 
c,,,e that the pllblic utilities com
IY,ittee should consi,Jet' the matter, 
~)J:(~ tlmt the committee on judiciary, 
wtile tlley have had some matters 
of that kind, should in this cflse con
('c'd" it to the Public Utilities (;om
wittee. 

:\11', CA RTER of Ane!roscoggin: 
1\],'. 1'I'0sident, in consie!er'ing the 
PH,lion before the Senate, it Seemf' to 
me, ;!long' the line that Senator Cram 
lJas s)lol,,,n, that n ese mCltters in the 
earl~' part of the :-;es"ion. if my re
colipction is conect. on the charter
in~ of po\yer comTm nieR and the (~X
tt'nsion of such charten; \VE~re sent 
to the pulllic utilities. ror some rea
'lOll or other the committee on refl?r
encp ll'l\~e seen fit in the latter part 
of th0 session to refer tllese matt"rs 
to th0 committpe on judiciao'. Th,>re 
flre two matters coming up the latter 
P" I't of the week. on, of which I ra
hp" hoped b,' p"eserving silence. 
might be sent to the puhlic utilities 
if the other is R('nt to the jlHliciary, 
It reall~' seems to me in these rna t
tPl'S that without d;f'f'ering at all 
times witb the C'ommitt0e on refer
erlC'e, if thev hav" a committee on 
pllhlk utilities organized at all. 
,vhicl1 if; fllnctioning in any \vhE're 
110['" a proper way, tha,t the charter
ing of comwlrties which are essen
tlCllly publiC' utilities should hI' sent 
to thnt committee, and I cE,rtainly 
loope the vote will be reconsideree!. 

1\fr, HTI'\CT<LF.Y: Mr, Pn>si'dent, 
throughout m~' experience in tlle 
L,,"'islrltt;re, these power companies 
"ClVP gonC' to tlle committee on judi
Ci[llT it hns been thp practire in 
this Legislature. and I assume that 
is the reason that the committee on 
T'efprpnce. made up of the President 
of the Senate and the Speaker of the 

House and other expl'ienced mem
bers, have been recommending that 
they gO to the committee on judi
ciary. I know of nothing in this bill 
that in any wa~' would make it a 
rublic utility matter. It is a pro
pc~ition to develop power on some 
water way in the State of Maine for 
the purpose of developing industrY 
al(Ing that "'CIteI' WCl~', 1 do not know 
a!1ything ahout whether the merits 
(,1' demerits are one way or the other. 
I am not interested in that respect. 
But it seems to me, having been 
l'poommendecl by this committee to go 
there, an(] when thel'C is nothing to 
Rhow tIl at any of that water power 
will eyer lJe us0(1 fot' a public utility, 
it J:.eing a Pl'oposition to e!evelop 
p'"wer, that a legal committee is the 
I'lace for it [lnd not a public utilities 
8'.\c11 as has heen Rllggested. I have 
110 objection to the public utilities 
rm,tters going to the public utilities 
ro,"mitt('e. but I say to this Legisla
tm·e. that the committee on reference 
is right -this is not a public utility 
lYlatter in any ~ense of the wore!, 

JIll'. p()\VRnS of /"'oostoo1<: Mr. 
Pi'esiclent, I rise to a point of order. 
The qupstion before the Senate is 
not whether tllis is to be refenee! to 
the judiCia l'~' or the PUlllic utilities. 
lbe question is on Senator Cram's 
n~lltion to r('consie!er, and the only 
fj [lestion })('fore the Senate is whe
ther "'C are going to extend the 
('(H;\'tesy of reconsideration to Sen
;\ if11' Cram. 

JIll' HIKCKLEY': JlTr. Fresi(lent, 
the question was asked Senator 
Cram tbrough th(' President for 
wllat Tiut'pose he wished to recon
si(lel', and he snie! for the purpose 
"I' making tIle motion that it he Re'llt 
j 0 the public utilities, Clnd that is 
il1e reason I anI r~1ising the question 
flO"\V. 

1\fr. CAHTEH: :\11', PI·esident. if l 
"m not out of Ol'e!et' and if mv ;11-
t('I'pret'ltion and cpnstruction of the 
Fnglish language is correct. Secti~" 
:1 of the hill which is as follows: 
"The s,;id corporation is autllol'izei 
to m"ke, :~el1('I'ate. buy and sell 
t-lectricity in the count~' of Arooc,
took in accorda l1('e \vith the general 
statutes of the State of Maine re
lnting' to thClt business" would at 
least intimate that it might possiblv 
be a public utility. 

The PRESInENT: Is the Senate 
I eady for the question? 

JlTr, HINCKLEY: 1\Tr, Pl'esident, 
I move that in \'iew of the fact that 
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we have a small number presert, 
that the matter be tabled. 

The PRESIDENT: The pending 
question is on the vote to reconsider 
which takes precedence of the vote 
to table. The pel'ding question is 
on the motion of the senator from 
Cumberland, Senator Cram, to re
consider the vote whereby we voted 
to refer An Act to incorporate the 
\Vinding Ledges Power Company to 
the committee on judiciary. 

Is this the pleasure of the Sen
ate? All those in favor wiil say 
Aye-it is a vote unless doubted. 

(Doubted.) 
'rhe PRESIDENT: All those iT, 

favor of r3considering this vote will 
rise and stand until counted (20.) 
Opposed (2) 

Twenty having voted to reconsider 
the vote whereby this was referred 
to the committee on judiciary and 
two aganst i:, you have voted 10 re
consider your action. 

Mr. HINCKLEY: Mr. Presid"mt, I 
1110ye the matter now be tabled. 

The vote being doubted a viva 

voce vote was had and the matter 
was tabled pending reference to a 
committee. 

On motion by Mr. Maher of Ken
nebec, the Senate voted to reconsider 
its vote whereby it refprred S. D. 
110, An Act to incorporate Dexter P. 
Cooper to develop and utilize the 
powcr of the tides in the Bay of 
Fundy and waters adjacent thereto. 
to the committee on judiciary, and 
en further motion by the same Sen
ator the bill was tabled. 

On motion by Mr. Allen of York, 
H. D. 229. An Act relating to _he 
salary of the county attorney for 
YC'rk county, was taken from the 
table, and on further' motion by the 
same senator was sent to the com
Hlittee on salaries and jees in con
currence. 

On motion by Mr. Chalmers of 
Penobscot, adjourned until ten 
o'clock tomorrow morning. 


