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SENATE 

\Vedncsday, .January 7, In:!;;. 
Pursuant to the provisions of the 

COl,stitUtiU!l and laws of 1:11e :3(ate 
of Tlfaine, tl", senators-elect to the 
1-i:!nd Legislature cOllvpned in the 
~enate ChaIlll)(-~r and ,vere called to 
ord81' by L. Ernest Thornton, secre­
tal'Y or the Sena te of 1 !l:!:J. 

1'ra,'(,I' h,' He\,. How<ln] II. B"o\\,n 
uf Augusta. 

The follo\ving corn 111 nnieation ,vas 
real] hy the secret,u'Y': 

S'rATE OF l\IAINl': 
Oltice of the Secretary or State. 

To L. Enlest Thol'nton, Secretary ot 
the Sellate o[ l!!:!::. 
In cornvlianec \vith Section ~D, 

Chapter ~ of the Hedsed Statutes, J 
hereby cel'tif\" that the fol1o"willg are 
til(' n'ames iLnd residences or the 
HcnDtors-elcct Lo the S~nd Legisla­
ture, as "ppears hy the report or the 
C}OYCl'T101' and Conllcil undel' daJe of 
]f):!-t: 

First Senatorial IHstl'ict--Hul'.tllon 
G. Allen, Sanford; George C. Lord, 
\Vells; At·thur L Hoberts, Lyman. 

Second Senatorial District-···Bd­
wan] S. Anthoine, Portland; Harn' 
L. Cram, Portland; l~red(~rick '.V. 
Hinckley, SOUtll J'ortIancf; Alexander 
Speirs, \Vesthrook. 

Thinl ~enato}'jal Distl'ict-E. 
Chandler nllzz('ll, F'ryeburg, 

l,'ollrth Senatol'ial District-
Charles Blanehal'(] Cartel', Aubll1'n; 
Harry P. Lane, LewiHton. 

Fifth SenatOl'jal DiHtrict-J. 
TllDine :\1 orrison, Phillips. 

Sixth Senatorial ni~tI'iet-Frank 
\V. Cal'1ton, \\'001 \Vic11. 

Sevpnth Senatorial District--·F;d­
win l\L Foster. \\'at"ryille; Benpd;ct 
I,'. ]\faher, Augllsta; Herhert E. 
\Vadsworth, \Vinthrop. 

Eighth .senatorial District-FJ'ank 
H. Holley, Anson; Clyde H. Smith, 
Skowhegan. 

Ninth- Senatorial District-Arthur 
A. Craft~, Greenyille. 

Tenth Senatorial District-Mark 
A. Barwise, Bangor; C. Gardiner 
(;halmerH, Bangor; Ralph L. Perkins. 
Orono. 

Eleyenth .senatorial District- For­
rest H. Bond, Jefferson. 

Twelfth Senn torial Distriet-
George W. \Valker, WarrelL 

Thirteenth Senatorial District­
Hod:;'don C. Buzzell, Belfast. 

FOilrteenth Senatorial District­
Percy T. Clarl{s, Stonington; Joseph 
D. Philli]Js, Southwest .Harbor. 

l~ifteenth Senatorial Distri::;t-
IrYing \V. Case" Lubec; \Valter N. 
llliner. Calais. 

Sixteenth Senatorial District-
Stetson H. Hu~sey, Blaine; Paul H. 
1'0W('I'S, HOHlton; Allen C. T. \VilHon, 
Pres,!ue Isle. 

In testimony tl1E'reor, I haye caus­
ed the seal of the State to be here­
lmto affixc'd at Aug'usta, this 7th day 
of Januar,', A. n., 1 !)~5, of the In­
,lependence of the ]'nited States of 
America, the one hundred and 
forty-ninth. 
(Seal) 

(Signeel) FHANK W. BALL 
Secretary of State. 

Roll Call 

The 1'011 being called the following 
named senators-elect responded to 
their names: l\Iessrs. Allen, An­
thoine, l~(u"vifie, Bond. l--1uzzell of 
Oxford, Buz7.ell or Waldo, Carlton, 
Carter, Case, Chalmers, Clark, 
Cralls, Cram, Foster, Hinckley, 
Holle',', JIusse:" Lane, Lord, M:::her, 
TIl inet', ]\f orrison, Pet'kins, Phil1ipH, 
Powers, Roberts. Smith, Speirs, 
\Va,lsworth, \Valker, Wilson.-~l 

'Thirtv-one senatol'S having o.n­
swe]'(~d -to tl1eir nc mes the secretary 
Cleclared a quorum present. 

:'Ill'. ALLF~N of York moycd that 
" message he sent to the Governor 
and Council informing that body that 
a quorum of senators-elect of the 
K:!nc1 LeRislature is present 'n the 
Senate Chamber, ready to take and 
8ub>1cribe the oaths of office requir­
ed hv the ConHtitution to qualify' 
them' to enter upon their official 
(luties. 

The motion preYailed and Mr. Al­
len was a]Jpointed to convey such 
message, and thereafter reported 
that he had delivered the me~sage 
with which he was charged, and that 
the Goyernor would attend forel­
with. 

Senators Ta;ke the Oath 
The Glwernor and Council there­

upon carne in before whom the 
senators-elect took and subscrib d 
tbe oaths req~lired by the Consti­
tution, and the Goyernor and suite 
then withdrew. 

Election of President 
On motion of Mr. Hinckley of 

Cumberland that senator with 
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Messrs, Lane of Androscoggir, and 
Case of Washington, were appointed 
by the secretary a committee to re­
ceive, sort and cour.t votes for 
President of the Senate. 

The committee reported the whole 
number of votes cast 29; necessary 
for a choice 15. 

Hodgdon C. Buzzell had 29. 
The report was read and accepted 

and the secretary declared the RO.I. 
Hodgdon C. Buzzell duly elected 
President of the Senate of the 82nd 
Legislature. 

Mr. Hinckley then escorted preRi­
dent Buzzell to the chair. (Ap­
plause.) 

The President's Address 

Fellow Senators, Members of the 
82nd Legislature of the State of 
Maine: 
I sincerely thank you for confer­

ring upon me the greatest honor that 
it is possible for you to confer upon 
any citizen of this State. By your 
united action you have made it pos­
sible for me to realize a long cher­
ished ambition. Any words of grat­
itude that I might offer would fail 
to express my appreciation for the 
honor conferred and the confidence 
reposed. 

It is my earnest hope that I may 
ever prove worthy of your confi­
dence. and that during this entire 
session I may have your hearty co­
operation. Without doubt I shall 
make some mistakes, and while I 
shall regret them exceedingly, it 
will be my constant desire, aim and 
purpose, to preside over your delib­
erations in a fair and impartial man­
ner. 

The people of this State have con­
ferred a great honor upon us. an 
honor that" seldom falls to the lot of 
man. but at the same time they 
have imposed grave personal respon­
sibilities that we must meet. I have 
had some little experience in legis­
lative matters, and frequently we 
hear in the halls and in the cor,'idors 
that such a member is taking his 
responsibilities too seriously. My 
fellow senators, this cannot be. It 
is my iudgment that matters of lit­
tle consequence should receive our 
careful attention as well as those of 
great Import. The words of James 
Russell Lowell perhaps best indicate 
my feeling about this: "Who deem­
eth small things are beneath his 
state will be too small for what is 
truly great." 

The constitution of our State pro­
vides that this Legislature shall have 
full power and authority to make all 
reasonable laws for the defence and 
benefit of the people of this State, 
not repugnant to the constitution of 
this State nor to that of the United 
States. It seems to me that these 
few words I have quoted ·from the 
constitution clothe us with authority 
and clearly outline our course with 
very reasonable limitations. Judg­
ment, prudence. caution and fidelity 
should direct us on that course. so 
that whatever laws we enact will 
stand the acid test of time, so that 
the people of our State will say that 
they were made for no party, creed 
or locality, and without regard to 
<1istinctions of citizens, but made for 
all. 

Fellow senators, again I assure 
you that I thank you for the signal 
honor you have paid me, and the 
Chair :lwaits your pleasure. 

(Long and continued applause, 
senators rising.) 

On motion by Mr. Smith of Somer­
set that senator with Messrs. Craft 
of Piscataquis and Wadsworth of 
Kennebec were appointed committee 
to receivc, sort and count votes for 
secretary of the Senate. 

Having attended to this duty Mr. 
Smith of Somerset for the commit­
tee reported as follows: Whole num­
ber of votes cast, 27; necessary for a 
choice, li. 

Royden C. Brown had 27. 
Which report was read and ac­

cepted and Royden C. Brown ha\'­
ing received all the votes cast was 
declared duly elected secretary of the 
Senate of the 82nd Legislature. 

At the request of the President, 
lVIr. Smith escorted the secretary­
elect to the Council Chamber for the 
purpose of taking and subscribing 
the necessary oaths of office required 
to qualify him to enter upon the dis­
charge of his official duties. 

Subsequently Mr. Smith reported 
to the Senate that he had attended 
to the duty assigned him and that 
Royden C. Brown had, before the 
Governor and Council, taken and 
subscribed the oaths of office requir­
ed to qualify him for the discharge 
of the duties of the secretary of the 
Senate. 

Secretary Brown then assumed the 
duties of his office. 



LEGISLATIVE RECORD-SENATE, JANUARY 7 

On motion by Mr. Cram of Cum­
berland Messrs. Cram of Cumber­
iand, Walker of Knox and 'Nilsun 
of Aroostook were appointed com­
mittee to receive, sort and count 
votes for assistant secretary of the 
Senate. 

Having attended to the duty Mr. 
Cram from the committee reported 
as follows: 

Whole number of votes, 2!l; neces­
sary for a choice, 15. 

Chcster T. Winslow had 2!l. 
The report was read and accepted 

and Chester T. Winslow having re­
ceived all the votes cast, was de­
clared elected assistant secretary of 
the Senate for the political years 
1!l24-2i'i. 

On motion of Mr. Wadsworth of 
Kennebec Messrs. Wadsworth of 
Kennebc, Bond of Lincoln and Clark 
of Hancock were appointed a Gom­
mittec to r€ceive, sort and count 
votes for messenger of the Senate. 

Having attended to the duty Mr. 
vVadsworth from the committee re­
ported as follows: 

Whole number of votes cast 28; 
necessary for a choice 15 

J. F. Ashford had 28. 
The report was read and accepted, 

and J. F. Ashford of Augusta having 
received all the votes cast was de­
clared elected messenger of the Sen­
ate for Ll1e political years 1924-1925. 

On motion by Mr. Hinckley of 
Cumberland the secretary of the Sen­
a te cast the ballot of the Senate for 
Mellon Tryon of Pownal for assist­
<Jnt messenger, Edward C, Moody 
for postmaster, John F. Fowler of 
Augusta for doorkeeper, William 
Brown of Bowdoinham for fe>Ider; 
Philip E. Carroll of Southwest Har­
bor assistant folder. 

And they were declared elected to 
their several positions. 

On motio~ by Mr. Maher of Ken­
nebec the same senator was charged 
with a message to the House of 
Representatives informing that body 
that the "enate had organized by the 
choice of the B.on. Hodgdon C. Buz­
zell as President: Rovden C. Brown 
as secretary and Chester C. Winslow 
as assistant secretary. 

That Senator retired to the House 
of Representatives and subsequently 
reported that he had delivered the 
message with which he was charged. 

Un motion by Mr. Hussey of Aroos­
took the same senator was charged 
with a message to the Governor and 
Council in 1 orming them that the Sen­
ate had orginized by the choice or 
Hudgdon C. Buzzell as President; 
Royden C. Brown as secretary, and 
Chester Winslow as assistant secre­
tary. 

That senaior retired to the Coun­
cil Chamber and subsequently re­
ported that he had delivered the mes­
sage with which he was charged. 

On motion by Mr. Cram of Cum­
berland it was 

Ordered, that the President of the 
Senate be authorized to appoint two 
pages for the Senate. 

TIle President: "r wlll take this 
matter under consideration and make 
the appointments later." 

On motion by Mr. Perkins of Pe­
nobscot it was 

Ordered, iLat the secretary of the 
Senate be authorized to secure the 
services of two stenographers for 
the present session, one for the office 
of the President and one for the office 
of the se~retary. 

On motion by Mr. Smith of Somer­
set it was 

OrdEred, the House concurring, 
that the returns for votes for Gover­
nor given in th" several cities, towns 
and plantations of the State for the 
political years 1924 and 1925 be re­
ferred to a joint select committee of 
seyen on the part of the Senate, with 
such as the House may join. 

On mohon by Mr. Hinckley of 
Cumberland it was 

Ordered, th8.t a committf'e of seven 
be appointed by the President to 
whom the returns of votes for sen-
8.tors for the political yen,." j 924 and 
1925 shall be rpferred for eX8.mina­
tion and report. 

The President appoillted on such 
committee: 

MeRsrs. Smith of Somerset, Mayer 
of Kennebec, Lord of York, Rarwise 
of Penohscot, Carter of Androscog­
gin, Bon,i of Lincoln and Clark of 
Hancock. 

On motion by Mr. Carter of An­
droRcoggin it was 

Ordered, that the secretary of the 
Senate he authorized to furnish 
wrappers and postage stamps for 
E'ach memher and officer of the Sen­
ate. not exceeding five dollars in 
amount each, for the purpose of dis-
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tributing the various reports of the 
departments of State and other pub­
lic documents such as they may de­
sire to wail to the citizens of the 
State 

On motion by Mr. Holley of Som­
erset it was 

Order('d, the House concurring, 
that th8 "ecretary of the Senate and 
clerk of the House jointly prepare 
the Senatp and House register and 
that four thousand copies be printed 
for the use of the Legislature. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

On motion by Mr. Roberts of York 
it was 

Ordered, that Fred W. Lee of Au­
gusta be appointed official reporter 
of the Senate with the same com­
pen~ation as paid at the last regular 
session of the Legislature. 

On motion by Mr. Foster of Ken­
nebec it was 

Ordered, the House concurring, 
that the members and officers of the 
L8gislature be furnished with ex­
press and parcel post transportation 
for all packages and department re­
ports in a sum not exceeding $5 for 
each member and officer thereof 
and that such transportation be fur­
nished and expended under the di­
rection of the State Library depart­
ment and the unexpended balance 
at the close of the year 1925 shall be 
available for use in 1926. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

On motion by Mr. Miner of Wash­
ington it was 

Ordered, that the secretary of the 
Senate be authorized to invite the 
clergymen of Augusta, Hallowell and 
Gardiner to officiate as chaplains of 
the Senate in rotation during the 
prespnt session. 

On motion by Mr. Wadsworth of 
Kennebec it was 

Orden-d. the House concurring, 
that a joint committee consisting of 
two members on the part of the 
Senate and such as the House may 
join be appointed with full authority 
to make a contract with the New 
Jo,ngland Telegraph and Telephone 
Company for telephone service for 
the members of the 82nd Legislature 
with matters connected with their 
offi cial duties. 

The President appointed as mem­
bers on the part of the Senate: 

Messrs. Wadsworth of Kennebec and 
Buzzell of Oxford. 

On motion by Mr. Lane of Andros­
coggin it \va:;:; 

Ordered, that the rules and orders of 
the Eighty-first Legislature be the 
rules and orders of the Senate. 

On motion bv Mr. Phillips of Han-
cock it was . 

Ordered, that the State librarian be 
directed to provide each member and 
officer of the Senate with a copy of 
the Acts and Resolves of the Eighty­
first Legislature. 

On motion by Mr. Case of "'ashing­
ton it was 

Ordered, that the secretary of the 
Senate prepare and have printed 150 
diagrams of the Senate Chamber for 
the uSe of the Senate. 

On motion by Mr. Crafts of Piscata­
quis, it was 

Ordered, that the official reporter of 
the Senate be authorized to procure 
the services of a typist during the 
present session at an expense not ex­
ceeding $350; also an assistant report­
er at an expense not exceeding $650 
for the preparation and completion of 
the Legislative Record. 

On motion by Mr. Walker of Knox 
it was 

Ordered, that the President of the 
Senate be authorized to appoint a doc­
ument clerk for the custody of the 
Senate documents. 

On motion by Mr. Clarke of Hancock 
it \vas 

Ordered, that the secretary of the 
Senate be directed to furnish for the 
UAe of tile Senate four copies of the 
Revised Statutes of the State; one 
copy each of the Holy Bible. 'Vebster's 
International and Standard Dictiona­
ries; Bouviers Dictionary; Reed's Rules 
and Cushing's Law Ilnd Practice of 
Legislative Assemblies. 

Communications from the executive 
and heads of departments. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
STATE OF MAINE 
Augusta, January 7. 1925. 

To the President of the Senate of the 
82nd Legislature of the State of 
Maine. 
r have the honor to herewith trans­

mit the return of the votes cast in the 
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several senatorial districts in the 
State of Maine, at the general eluction 
held on September 8, A. D. 1 D24. 

Respectfully yours, 
FRANK W. HALL, 

Secretary of St"te. 
Heport accepted and referred TO the 

COmlTIittee on senatorial vote. 

Message from the House 
A message was received fronl the 

House of Hepresentatives by its clerk 
informing the Senate that the House of 
Representatives had organized t.y the 
choice of William Tudor Gardin,er as 
Speaker, Clyde F. Chapman of Belfast 
as Clerk, and Roy C. Fish of Belfast 
as assistant clerk. 

Department of State 
State of Maine 

Augusta, Jan. 7, 1925 
To the President of the Senate and 

to the Speaker of the House of Rep­
resentatives of the Eighty-second 
Legislature of the State of Maine. 

I have the honor to herewith trans­
mit the returns of the votes cast for 
Governor in the several cities, towns 
and plantations in the State of Maine 
at the general election held on Sep­
tember 8, A. D., 1924. 

Respectfully yours, 
FRANK W. BALL, 

Secretary of State 
Referred to the committee on gub­

ernatorial vote. 

The President appointed as such 
committee on the part of the Senate. 
with such as the House may join: 

Messrs. Hinckley of Cumberland, 
\\"adsworth of Kennebec, \Vilson of 
Aroostook, .'daher of Kennebec, Mor­
rison of Franklin, Miner of ,Vashing­
ton, Allen of York. 

Sent down for concurrence 

Department of State 
State of Maine 

Augusta, Jan. 7, 1925 
To the President of the Senate and 
Speaker of the House of Representa­
tives: 

By direction of His Excellency, 
the Governor, I have the honor to 
transmit herewith a communication 
received at the Executivoe Depart­
lTloent from the Secretary of State of 
the Unitoed States, under date of 
.June 6, 1924, enclosing a certified 
copy of a Resolution to Congress en­
titled, "Joint Resolution proposing 
an amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States," the text of which 
resolution is as follows, to wit: 

"Resolved by the Senate and House 

of Repl'esentatives of the United 
8tates of America in Congress as­
sembled (two-thirds of each House 
concurring therin), That tbe follow­
ing article is pl'oposed as an amenu­
ment to the Constitution of the 
United States, whicb, when ratified 
by the legislatures of tbree-fourths 
of the several States, sball be valid 
to all intents and purposes as a part 
of the Constitution: 

ARTICLE 
"Section 1. 'I'be Congress sball 

have power to limit, regulate, and 
prohibit the labor of persons under 
cigbteen years of age. 

"St)ction 2. Tbe power of the sev­
eral States is unimpaired by tbis ar­
ticle except that the operation of 
State laws sball be suspended to the 
extent necessary to give effect to 
legislation enacted by the Congress." 

Respectfully yours, 
FRANK W. BALL, 

Secretary of State. 
Placed on file and sent down for 

concurrence. 

State of Maine 
Office of the Governor 

Augusta, Jan. 7, 1925. 
To the Honorable Senate and House 
of Representatives: 

I have a farewell address which I 
should like to offer before a joint 
convention of the Senate and House 
immediately after their organization 
is completed, Wednesday morning, 
and respectfully request that sucb a 
convention be held in the House of 
Representatives. 

Respectfully yours, 
PERCIV AL P BAXTER, 

Governor of Maine 
On motion by l\Ir. Cram of Cumber­

land, it was 
Ordered, that a message be sent to 

the House of Representatives pro­
posing a convention of the two 
branches of the Leg-islature be held 
10rthwith in the Hall of the House 
for the purpose of inviting the Gov­
ernor, tbe Hon. Percival P. Baxter, 
to attend the convention and present 
a farewell address. 

On motion of Mr. Maher of Kenne­
bec, it was 

Ordered, that the secretary of the 
Senate be directed to furnish each 
member and ofiker of the Senate 
with three daily papers puhlished in 
tbe state, such as each member and 
officer may select. 

On motion hy Mr. Hinckley of 
Cumberland, the vote was reconsid-
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ered whereby the message pertaining 
to child labor amendment was placed 
on file and on further motion by 
the same senator the matter was 
tabled. 

On motion by Mr. Maher of Ken­
nebec, it was 

Ordered. the House concurring. 
that the document clerk prepare 
('ach we,"k fOI" the u.se of the Leg­
islature a cumulative index of the 
bills and re"olves L1troduced during 
n,e session ~howing the precise steps 
taken by each, and that 300 copies be 
printed. 

Sent dow" for conCVrl ence. 

On motion by Mr. Maher of Ken­
nebec, it was 

Ordered, the House concurring 
that all bills and rebolves shall bp 
printed pending reference to a com­
Hliltee and when ~ame are adver­
tised for heariL1g 1)le advertis"ment 
El.all give the number of the bill and 
!;jate whether it is a Senate or 
Fouse do;oumm·t. 

13ent down for concurrence. 

'1 he PRESIDENT: In connection 
with the ordered passed a few min­
utes ago, dnd wh;ch has received 
concurrence on the part of the 
House, in which it was ordered the 
me~sage ')e sent j 0 the House of 
Fiepresentatives proposing a conven­
tion of th'3 two brDnches to be held 
forthwith in the House for the pur­
pose of inviting the Governor, Hon. 
Percival P Baxter, to deliver a fare­
well address, it is now in order tor 
the secretary of the Senate to con­
vey the message. 

The Secl'etarv conveyed the mes­
sage and ;;ubsequently reported that 
he had delivered the message wi~h 
which he was char ged. 

Message from the HOUSe 
A Hle:;,sage was received from the 

I-IouDe conveyed by its clerk inform­
ing the Se'l?te that the House con­
curred in the P"oposition for a joint 
convention to be held forthwith in 
the Hall of the House for the pur­
pose of ll.3tening to a farewell ~d­
dress by His Excellency, Governor 
Baxter. 

The PRESIDENT: The Senate 
hears the HlesSage. 

The Sen.tte thereupon proceeded 
to the Hall of the House. 

(For proceedingil In joint conven­
tion, see House report.) 

Upon the return of the senators 
to their Chamber the Senate was 
called to order by the President. 

On motion by l\'~r. Maher of Ken­
nebec, it was 

Ordered, that five thousand copies 
of the farewell address of Governor 
Percival P. Baxter be priI:ted. 

On motion by Mr. Allen of York, 
a recess W.lS tal,eu until 2.30 o'clock 
this afternoon. 

AFTEB.NOON SESSION 
~enate called to order by the 

President at 3 o'clock. 

On moti'Jn by Mr. Clarke of Han­
cock, it wa~ 

Ordered, that a mes2age be sent 
to the House of Representatives pro­
posing a eonventicn of the two 
branches of the Legislature forth­
with in the Hall of 1 he House for thl') 
l'"rpOSp of electing' n SecretarY of 
State, Treasurer of State, Attor'ney­
GcHlet'ul :i,ud ~even I£xecutive Coun­
cilors. 

The secretary conveyed the nles­
sage and subsequently reported that 
the House members were engaged in 
drawing their S88.t,· and that it was 
impossible to ,jeli, er the mes.lage 
v.'ith whic,1 he was charged. 

On motl HI by Mr. \Vadsworth of 
Kennebec, it W'lS 

Ordered, ~llat the President of the 
Senate be authoriz(,d to appoint an 
assistant ,1ocument clerk for th8 
custody of tlle Senate documents. 

On motion by Mr. Hinckley of 
Cumberland it was 

Ordered. that the secretary of the 
Senate purchase such stationery, of­
fice supplies and equipment as may 
be needed to carryon the business 
of the Senate, and as may be re­
quested by the president and ap­
proved by the Senate. 

On motion by Mr. Holley of Som­
erset, it was 

Ordered, the House concurring, 
that the joint rules and orders of 
the 81st Legislature be the joint 
rules and orders of this Legislature 
except that the same be amended 
by inserting in the first section con­
taining the list of committees after 
the words "on library," the words 
'on Maine publicity.' 

Sent down for concurrence. 

On motion by Mr. Buzzell of Ox­
ford it was 

Ordered, that the Senate hold one 
session a day commencing at 10 
o'clock in the forenoon until further 
ordered. 
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Veto Messages from the Governor: 
STATE OF MAINE 

Office of the Governor 
Augusta, January 7, 1925. 

To the Honorable Senate and House 
of Representatives: 
I return herewith without my ap­

proval 
Hesolve, to Retire Maine Forestry 

District Deficit. 
This resolve was presenteel to the 

.s1st Legislature contrary to an un­
derstanding between the then forest 
commissioner and myself. A loan of 
fifty thousand dollars was advanced 
the said commissioner from the 
State Contingent Fund in order to 
meet certain heavy bills incurred for 
tire fighting during the year 1922. It 
was agreed between us at that time 
that the forestry district should re­
turn this money to the State treas­
ury out of its next year's funds, and 
I was surprised when this resolve 
cancelling the loan was presented to 
me without notice and without any 
word from the commissioner ex­
plaining his action. 

I did not return the resolve to the 
.slst Legislature for I felt that the 
members did not understand the sit­
uation and that there was not time 
during the last days of the session 
to explain it to them. 

This matter, however, now has 
been adjusted and the loan repaid. 
In view of this, the resoln~, if it 
became law, would be of no effect for 
the matter is closed. 

Hespectfully submitted, 
PEHCIV AL P. BAXTER, 

Governor of Maine. 
On motion by Mr. Holley of Som­

erset, the message and accompany­
{ilg papers were tabled and especial­
ly assigned for next Wednesday. 

STATE OF MAINE 
Office of the Governor 

Augusta, January 7, 1925. 
To the Honorable Senate and House 

of Hepresentatives: 
I return herewith without my ap­

proval Senate Bill No. 273, entitled 
Resolve, to appropriate money to 
pay for egg lobsters purchased in 
1922. 

When this resolve came to me I 
was not sufficiently informed as to 
the merits of the claims against the 
State for the purchases referred to, 
and I had no time for investigation. 
Later I found that the purchases 
had been made contrary to the or­
ders of the Governor and Council, 

but that the error was unintentional 
and that the men who sold the lob­
sters to the State acted innocently 
and in good faith. 

In view of these facts I sub"e­
quently arranged to have the bills 
paid, for it did not seem proper that 
the fishermen should wait for two 
years for their money. This resolve, 
if it became law, would be of no ef­
fect. 

Respectfully submitted, 
PERCIVAL P. BAXTER, 

Governor of Maine. 
On motion by ]\Jr. Holley of Som­

erset, the message and accompany­
ing papers were tabled and especial­
ly assigned for Wednesday next. 

STATE OF ~lAINE 
Office of the Governor 

Augusta, January 7,1925. 
To the Honorable Senate and House 
of Representatives: 

I return herewith without my ap­
proval Senate Bill ~o. ~n of the 81st 
Legislature. This hill JS entitled 

An act to amend Chapter 132 of the 
Public Laws of 1919 as amended by 
Chapter 203 of the Public laws of 
1921, entitlea, An Act to create the 
Maine 'Vater Power ('::ommission. 

Under Article IV, vart third, sec­
tion two, where the j,egislature has 
adjourned within the ave day period 
allowed the Chief Executive for the 
consideration of a bill presented for 
his signature, the sald bill shall be­
come a law "unless returned (by the 
Governor) within three days after 
their (the Legislatur€'s) next meet­
ing" 

'1'he incident herein .'eferred to is 
popularly called a "pocket veto." 
During the closing hours of the 81st 
Legislature one Act and four Re­
sol"es were passed by that body and 
presented to me for action. As I did 
not deem it wise at the time either 
to approve or c1isapprove these mea­
sures I took no action in regard to 
them. Since April, 1923, these docu­
ments have been in the custody of 
the Secretary of State awaiting their 
fate at the hands of the 82nd LegIs­
lature. 'l'h~ law pl"oYides that these 
measures be considered separately 
and so I am submitting herewith five 
messages. 

This Act, amending the law that 
created the Maine Water Power 
Commission, provides fer the con­
tinuance of that Commission. As 
that body was a creature of my own 
making naturally I had no prejudice 
against prolonging its life if there 
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had been good and 3ufficient reason 
for doing so, and I have had sympa­
thetic consideration to its plea for a 
reprieve. I however have come to the 
conclusion that there IS no need of a 
separate commission Lo study Maine's 
water powers, and chut the results 
accomplished during the Commis­
sioner's life did not justify its exis­
tence or warrant its cost. 

'l"'e wOJ'k of this Commission ('on­
sisted chiefly in measuring the flow 
of our rivers. This has been taken 
care of satisfactorily' during the past 
two years by the Public Utilities 
Commission at a total expense of $5,-
000 per year, $10,000 for the two year 
period. The total appropriation call­
ed for by the !:Jill now before you 
was $25,000; consequently $15,000 
has been saved by the State by rea­
son of my refusal t" approve this 
measure. Moreover the interests of 
the State have not suffered because 
the Commission has gone out of ex­
istence. 

It is not "ften that a Chief Execu­
tive has the privilege of reducing the 
total number of State Commissions. 
and thereby lightening the taxpayers' 
burden. When the public intere"t 
warrants so doing ana opportunity 
offers it "hould not be neglected. The 
Maine Water Power Commission 
would be a useless appendage to our 
Government and I see no reason why 
it should he revived. . 

It of course is within the power of 
the 82nd Legislature to recreate this 
Commission. if it demlls it wise to do 
so. In such event, however, no doubt 

the Legislature will wish to frame its 
own law, after careful investigation 
of the subject. 

I return this to you without my 
approval. 

Respectfully submitted, 
PERCIV AL F. BAXTER 

Governor of Maine 
On motion by :\1[1'. Holley of Som­

erset, the message and accompanying 
papers were tabled and especially as­
signed for Wednesdav next. 

At this time the secretary of the 
senate again conveyed the message 
to the House in reg-ard to a joint 
convention, and subsequently report­
ed that he had delivered the message 
with which he was ch'lrged. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
A message was received from the 

House conveyed by the Clerk inform­
ing this body that tbe House con­
curred in the poposition for a joint 
conventioh to be beld (orthWlth in 
the Hall of the Rouse lor the purpose 
of electing a Secretary 'of State, 
Treasurer of State, Attorney General 
and seven Executive Councillors. 

The Senate thereupon proceeded to 
the Hall of the House for the purpose 
of holding a joint convention. 
(For proceedings in joint convention 
see House report.) 

Upon the return of the Senators to 
their Chamber the Senate was called 
to order by the PresiJent. 

On motion by Mr. Hinckley of 
Cumberland, adjourned until tomor­
row morning at 10 o'clock. 


