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HOUSE 

'l'hursday, April 2, 1925. 
The House met according to ad­

journment and was called to order 
by the speaker. 

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. \Valch of 
Augusta. 

Journal of the previous session 
read and approved. 

Senate Bills in First Reading 
S. P. 596: An Act relating to driv­

ing motor vehicles while under the 
influence of intoxicating liquor Or 
drugs, and the penalty therefor. 

S. P. 183: Resolve in favor of the 
~orthern Maine Sanatorium for 
Inaintenance, personal services, re­
pairs and equipment. 

From the ",enate: Bill An Act per­
n,itting the taking of picl(erel and 
smelts through the ice from th" Bel­
grade chain of lakes, H. P. 747, H. D. 
449, which was pa,~sed to be en­
grossed as amended by House 
Amendmcnt A in the House .March 
27th. 

Comes from the Senate indefinitely 
postponed in Lon-concurrence. 

In the House, on motion hy Mr. 
Flint of :\Ion~on, that body voted to 
recede and concur with the SeHate in 
the indefinite postponement of the 
bill. 

From the Senate: Bill An Act to 
provide for the completion of the 
vital records of the State (S. P. No. 
591) (S. D. No. 267), which was in­
definitely postpnned in the House 
April I, 

Comes from the Senate, that body 
insisting on it~ former action where­
by the bill W~ s passed to be en­
grossed and asking for a committee 
of conference with the following con­
ferees appo;ntf'd on its part: 
Mes,~rs. CRAFTS ~f Piscataquis, 

BAR,VISE of Penobscot. 
HOLLEY of Somerset. 

In the House, on motion by Mr. 
Hamilton of Caribou that body voted 
to join in the committee of confer­
ence. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
later announce the conferees on the 
part of th\" House. 

----
From the Senate: Majority report 

of the committee on State Prison re­
porting Ought not to nass on bill An 
Act to amend Chapter 195 of the 
Public Laws of 1917, relating to the 

Powers of Prison Commissioners. 
(S. P. No. 41) (S. Doc. No. 32). 

Report was signRd by the following 
rlleolbers: 
l\1essl·s. \YALKEH of Knox, 

BOND of Lincoln, 
:\IORRISO;\; of Franklin, 

-of the Senate 
LEIGHTON of Dennysville, 
BISHOP of Boothbay Harbor 
.:vIORSE of Oakland, 
PF;NDLETON of Islesboro, 
LUNT of ",,0. Kennebunk-

port, -of the Hou,se 
l\Iinol'ity report of same committee 

reporting O"_lght to pass on same bill. 
Heport was signed by the follow­

ing membel'R: 
Messrs. PALI\U:::R of Island Falls, 

HA lVI of \\'ales, 
-of the House 

COllies from the Senate, majority 
report read and accepted. 

In the House: 
~IJ·. PENDLETON of Islesboro: I 

mO\'e we concur with the Senate in 
accepting the majority report. 

On motion by lVIr. Pal.ner of 
Island Falls, the reports were tabled, 
pending acceptance of either, for the 
purpose of offering an amennment. 

From the Senate: The following 
order is returned from the Send te: 

Ordered, the House concurring. 
that all ,'attm's tabled hereafter 
shall be taken from the table at the 
following session, which was mclefi­
nitely postponed in the House on 
April 1st. 

Comes from the Senate tha~ body 
insisting on Its former action ,vhere­
by the ord .... r received passage and 
asking for a committee of conferpnce. 
with the follr-wing conferees ap­
pointed on its part: Senators Allen 
of York, Hincldey of Cumberland, 
and MOlTison of Franklin. 

The SPEAKER: ,Vhat is the 
pleasure of ~he House? 

:\11'. vVING of Auburn: Mr. Speaker, 
is that orde~ written 'n lead pencil? 

The SPEAKER: It is, in a fair 
hand. 

Mr. ,VING: Is that the identical 
scrap of paDer? (referring to the 
paper on which the order was 
written.) 

The SPEAKER: It appears to be 
on a portion of a calendar. 

On motion bv Mr. ,Ying of Au­
burn, the House voted to adhere to· 
its former action. 
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Reports of Committees 
Majority report of the committee on 

Judiciary reporting ought not to pass 
on hill, An Act to amend Section 4 of 
Chapter 97 of the Revised Statutes of 
191 ii, relating to mills and mill dams 
(H. 1'. No. 538) (H. Doc. No. 111). 

Report wa~ signed by the following 
members: 
Messr~. HINCKLEY of Cumberland 

MAHF.:R of Kennebec 
HUSSEY of Aroostook 

-of the Senate 

HALE vf Portland 
OAKES of Portland 
HOLMES of Lewiston 
HAMILTON of Caribou 
NICHOLS of Portland 
MARTIN of Augusta 

-of the House 

Minl)rity report of same committee 
on same bill, reporting ought to pass 
in new draft (H. P. No. 1274) under 
same UtiE'. 

Report was signed by the following 
memhcr: 

Mr. WING of Auburn 
-of the House 

Mr. HALE of Portland: Mr. Speak­
er, f move the acceptance of the ma­
jority report. 

Mr. vVING of Auburn: Mr. Spc~ker, 
in order tLat 1 may present my vIewS 
On this ma tter to the House, the re­
port which I signed repo:ting thIS 
measure in a ne,v draft WIll have to 
be printed, and the motion of the gen­
tleman from Portland (Mr. Hal~) 
would have to be defeated. If hIS 
motion prevails, I do not see but 
Wl>Rt 1 rm deprived of the privilege of 
CJddrpssing myself to the question at 
issue. I trust that the motion of the 
gentleman will not prevail, and that 
I may be allowed to offer a motion 
that the minority report be acceptea. 

The S ['EAKER: Does the gentle­
man make a motion? 

Mr. HALE: Mr. Speaker, I made a 
motion to accept the majority report. 
I have no desire to deprive the gen­
tleman from Auburn (Mr. \Ving) of 
any rights to address the House on 
this subject. 1 withdraw my motion, 
and move that both reports be tabled, 
pending acceptance of either, and that 
GOO copies of the bill in new draft be 
printed. 

Thereupon the motion to table pend­
ing acceptance of either report, and 
ordering the printing of 500 copies of 
the new draft, prevailed, 

Majority report of same committee 
on bill, An Act pcoviding for the regu­
lation and taxation of certain adver­
tising signs (H. P. No.8) H. D. No. 
14) reporting same in new draft (H. P. 
No. 1273) under title of "An Act pro­
hibiting advertising signs upon public 
highways," a!Cd that it ought to pass. 

Report was signf'd by the following 
nlemberR: 
Messrs. HINCKLl'JY of Cumberland 

-Of the Senate 
N lCHOL8 of I 'ortland 
HALl'J of Portland 
HOLMES of Lewiston 
OAKI';S of Portland 
MARTTN of Augusta 
\YTNG of Auburn 

-of the House 
Minority report of same committee 

reporting ought not to pass on same 
bill. 

Report was signed by the following 
members: 
l\Iessrs. MAHER of Kennebec 

HUSSEY of Aroostook 
-of the Senate 

HAMILTON of Caribou 
-of the House 

On motion by Mr. Hale of Portland. 
it was voted that the majority report, 
ought to pass in a new draft, be ac­
cepted. 

Passed to Be Engrossed 
S. P. 270: An Act relating to 

schools of the Passamaquoddy Tribe 
of Indians 

(Tabled by Mr. Foster of .Ellsworth 
pending third reading). 

S. J'. :,93: An Act relating to the 
definition of banking, 

(Tabled by ;VIr. Nichols of Portland 
pending third reading). 

S. P. 581: An Act amendatory of 
and additional to Chapter 148 of the 
Hevised Statutes, relating to State 
Pensions, creating a field agent for 
the blind, and guide; and defining the 
dutieR and compensation of such field 
ag-ent and guide. 

S. P. 603: An Act to incorporate 
the Sandy River and Rangeley Lakes 
Hail way Company, and to authorize 
certain to·wns to grant assistance 
thereto. 

H. P. 313: An Act relating to fish­
ing in certain wate!"s in Franklin and 
Oxford counties. 

H. P. 411: An Act to authorize the 
employment of stenographers by Jus­
tices of the Supreme Judicial and Su­
perior Courts. 

H. P. 539: An Act relating to when 
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no succession tax shall be assessed on 
the slack, bonds and evidences of debt 
of Maine corporations. 

H. 1'. 730: An Act rplating to cer­
tain exemptions. 

(Tabled by Mr. Curti" of Brewer 
pending third reading). 

H. P. 805: An Act relating to State 
highways and to the creation of fur­
ther revenues. 

(Tabled by Mr. Curtis of Brewer 
pending third reading). 

H. I'. 12;'5: An Act to authorize the 
Stn tp auditor to carry forward to the 
sll('ceeding year construction accounts 
and to constitute them continuous 
carrying accounts for the purposes 
designated by the Legislature. 

H. 1'. 1256: An Act to authorizp the 
recording of marketing agreements of 
co-operative agricultural associations, 
and requiring that liens hereby at­
tached to crops before delivery to the 
association, and to the member's in­
terf'st in the association after such 
deli very be collected through the as­
sociation. 

(Tabled by 
per.ding third 

H. P. 258: 

Mr. Mitchell of Houlton 
reading). 
An Act to raise an ex-

ci~e tax on corporations organized for 
m:,king, generating, selling, distribut­
ing and supplying electricity or elec­
tric current for power, lighting, he'at­
ing, manufacturing or mechanical 
purposes. 

Mr. ,,,'ING of Auburn: Mr. Speaker, 
1 yield to the gentleman from Augus­
ta, 1\Tr. ;VTartin. 

Mr. ;\IAHTIN of Augusta: Mr. 
Slwal,er, I move that this matter lie 
on the table. 

1\lr. WING: ask for a division. 
A divi~ion being had, 
Fifty-three voting in the alfirmative 

and 17 in the negative, the matter 
was tabled. 

Mr. 'WING: 1\lr. Speaker, may 
asl, the g"ntleman to assign a date 
certain '? 

M.r. MARTIN: I would ask to take 
it up any time that would suit the 
gentleman from Auburn, I would say 
following the routine business this 
morning, and following matters that 
have already been tabled. 

H. P. 12'09: An Act to amend Sec­
tions 2, 5, 6 and 8 of Chapter 224 of 
the Public Laws of 1923, relating to a 
tax upon gasoline. 

Mr. HAMILTON of Caribou: Mr. 
Speal<cr. I wish to make an explana­
tion in regard to the situation of the 
facts. The third tax bill, as 1 under­
stand it, was a three-cent tax. Then 

we had several other bills for three 
cents and four cents and t,yO ('ents. 
The first bill that was put in called 
for three cents straight. This new 
draft, however, gives exemption to 
stationary engines and motor boats, 
with the intention of carrying out the 
principle of charging the fellow who 
uses the road the three-cent tax. 

Now there has been a change of 
view in regard (0 the distribution of 
this money. A good many ht first 
thought the money should be distrib­
uted 011 a fifty-fifty basis according to 
the one-cent tax bill two years ago. 
In ord"r to meet the road program 
which a good many desired, the distri­
butipn is no\v ('hanged in the new 
dra ft, calling for two cents of the 
money to g'o to construction worl{ and 
one cent of the money to be di vided 
bet ween your sta te-aid roads and your 
third-dass roads. This would give, of 
cour:-::e, quite as tnuch to the towns as 
they had two years ago in the bill 
then. 

Now there is one furthel' suggestion 
in regard to this matter, and that is 
in the method of collecting the tax. It 
Ims been ,,"orl,ed out, and we feel that 
the tax can be collected with very lit­
tle illegal, unjust or fraudulent meth­
(.ds in regard to it, and with "ery 
little expense; and in agreement with 
some, of the members at leftst of the 
\Vays and Bridges committee, thIS 
matter will be put on the table and a 
program worked out. Therefore, I 
move, Mr. Speak"r, that this be tabled. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
has t"ken considerable latitudE' in his 
motion as to ·which the House seems 
agreeable. Does the gentleman from 
Sangerville (Mr. Leland) desire to 
mal.;:e a statcmer..t? 

Mr. LELAND of Sangerville: Mr. 
Speaker, if the gentleman (Mr. Ham­
ilton) would withdraw his motion to 
table. I should like to say just" word. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
bear with the gentleman if the House 
will. 

Mr. LELAND: It will be recalled, 
Mr. Speal(cr and members, that the 
matter novv under consideration was 
the first report of the committee, 
oug'ht not to pass. The committee 
has not yet been able to present to 
this House its report on the matter 
upon which we finally agreed as to 
what should pass. It would seem, 
perhaps, in view of the many difficul­
ties which Wb encountered, that at 
least this matter should lie on the 
table until the commIttee's report to 
this Hnuse is made, when the mem-
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bers, of course, will be in a position 
to discuss the matter and to make 
their final decisiun. With that expla­
nation, 1 should be very glad if the 
gentleman's motion to table prevailed. 

Thereupon the bill was tabled, pend­
ing it~ third reading. 

H. P. 1260: An Act relating to the 
taking of white perch in certain wat­
ers in \Yashington and Kennebec 
counties. 

H. P. 1261: An Act relating to the 
excise tax on railroads. 

Mr. CUMMINGS of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, I move that the matter lie 
on the tabie. 

The motivn prevailed. 
Mr. MARTIN of Augusta: Mr. 

Speaker, may I ask through the Chair, 
that the gentleman from Portland as­
Rign a date? 
M~. CUMMINGS: Tomorrow morn­

ing, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. SPEAKER: That motion is 

debatable. 
A viva voCe vote being taken, the 

motion to especially assijOn failed or 
passage. 

Mr. WING of Auburn: I move that 
we reconsider the vote whereby the 
matter was put upon the table. 

The SPEAKER: The clerk advises 
the Chair that a motion to reconsider 
is not in order, but a motion to take 
from the table is in order. The gen­
tleman from Auburn. Mr. Wing, moves 
that we take this matter from the 
table. 

A vi VH voce vote being taken, th(' 
motion to tal{e the matter from the 
table prevailed. 

Mr. \VING of Auhurn: Mr. 
Speal{er, I yield to the gentleman 
from Augusta, Mr. Martin. 

Mr. l\lARTIN of Augusta: I move. 
:Mr. Speaker that the matter be 
given its third reading at this time. 

Mr. CUMMINGS of Portland: Mr. 
Sr;C'aker, I move the indefinite post­
ponement of the bill. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman's 
motion has precedence. 

Mr. CUMMINGS: Mr. Speaker 
and members of the House: This is 
a matter of a good deal of im­
portance to the people of the State 
of Maine. I do not want to see it 
put through here without careful 
consider:l.tion. A resolve was intro­
dllceo here to 'lppoint a committee 
of a commission to examine into the 
affairs of the railroad in an en­
deavor to ascertain whether or not 
there was good and suflicient reason 
for reducing their taxes. The com-

mittee reported that that ought not 
to I d;'S. I do not understand why 
the railroads are afraid to be in­
vestigated. I think there is great 
need of it. I should [Ull most 
shamefully to perform wl.at 1 be­
lieve to be my duty as a representa­
tive in thIS body if 1 did not tell ~ ou 
what I believe to be the reason of 
tIle condition o[ the Mame central 
Railroad, and that it is not due to 
excessive taxation. 

When this matter of placing the 
tax upon the gross receipts oj the 
rp ilroads was instituted, it was done 
a t their request. It W:-iS done to 
avoid a proposition to tax the same 
as property owners have to pay. 
Now they want to change the meth­
ods and be relieved still further of 
ta xa tion. It is an old and reRpected 
rule that when a party corlJes into 
court. he must come with clean 
hands. It is up to the railroads 
which are taxed in this State to first 
~how that they have done so and 
have had honest and economic man­
agement. If they have not had tlwt, 
then there is no justification for 
their coming before this body to be 
still further relieved from taxation. 

This question, members of the 
House, reach"s back a long way; 
some of it is ancient and some is re­
cent. Let us for a few moments 
consider some of the things that 
ha Ye brought the Maine Central 
Railroad into its present condition. 
Go back fO the year 1890. when they 
leaFed the Hereford branch. fifty odd 
miles. running up toward Quebec, 
tha t branch bei,pg controlled by Mr. 
Yan Dyke and Frank Jones of 
Portsmouth, they also controlling the 
Boston ann Maine road. It was 
""ished on to the ]\fnine Central 
Railroad because the partieH who 
('ontrolled hoi h roads wanted it to be 
wished upon the l\Taine Central 
Railroad, and it has been a mill­
stone around the neck of that road 
€over since. They have been paying 
$04.000 a year in rental: they have 
been losing' money in operation. 
Their rentals alone for that pel'iod 
would amol.mt to morp than two mil­
lion dollars. It was not business, 
and since we have been in session 
here in this House. the "Iaine 
Central Railroad by its attorneys. 
r.ave heen in Washington before thp 
Interstate Commeree Commission 
asking that thev might rJurdlase the 
remaining $ROO,OOO of stock outstand­
ing of that railroad so they mi<rht 
junk the whole thing and throw it 
away; and I understand that permi,,­
sion will be granted them to 00 it, 
but for Heav8n's sake what is the 
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stock of that road worth '? I undel'­
stand they will pay about $400,UOO 
for it. 

Then let us come to some of the 
legal proceedings. Why did they 
lease the :,Sandy River road? Was It 
because that was a business proposi­
tion, or were the conditions merely 
that it was a road that any business 
man could see was getting to the 
end of its usefulness, being largely 
a lumber railroad, a road that would 
not pay after the timber in that sec­
tion was exhausted? They acquired 
tl1a t and tbat has been another n,ill­
stone about their necks, and you 
know that not very long ago it went 
into the hands of a receiver. 

Then take the little branch called 
the Sebasticook and 1\1008el1ead 
road. fifteen miles and a fraction 
long, a road that cost $217,000 to 
build it new. It has been in the 
bands of a receiver-this w'as along 
somewhere about 1911 or 1914 if I 
rem em her corr-ectly-it has l>een in 
the hands of a receiver, was in a 
dilapidated condition, and was ac­
quired by the M8 ine Central Rail­
road hy paying seventy-five dollars 
a share for three thousand share::; 
of its stock at a total cost at $225,­
oe,n. Was tl1at a husiness propoRI­
tion, or did somehody get a rake-off? 
Was that done for the benefit of the 
M,dne Central Railroad'! Is that 
110nest ::lnd 8conomjc:aJ management? 

Again, at ahout that same time. 
tLey bought the Ricker Hotel prop­
erty. ,Yell, now, in God's name 
,,'Ilat did the Maine Central Railroad 
want or the Ricker Hotel property? 
If the Ricker~ c0uld not make that 
pa y a profit. cOlllcl the Meline C'entr~ I 
railrofld do it? And what is tIl(' re­
sult of their acquisition of that 
PI'operty? During the twelve ~'ears 
followine- til is thev have made a net 
cperating profit of less than $12,000. 
The interest on the investment. an in­
vestment that will average a little 
more than a million dollars, would he 
somewhere hetween "even and eight 
]-,undred thousand doll,,"rs during the 
s,nne time, sllowing practically that 
le,ss to the road Is that good and 
economic management? vVhy was 
this thing done? 

Take tIle Portland Terminal Com­
pan~', org'anized for the benefit of the 
Maine Central Railroad, financed for 
the henefit of the Maine Central 
Railroad. You will find upon in­
vestigation that H has been a burden 
on the :'.Taine Central Railroad and 
that profit has constantly accrued to 
the Boston and Maine by reason of 
this. 

Again, when [allowing the general 
wrecking in New E:ngland of rail­
rc'ads hel'e, when the Maine Central 
wal> in the hands of the Bo;;ton and 
;\jaine and when the two roads had 
tIle same president, an agreement 
was made between the Boston and 
;Vlaine and the Maine Central in re­
gard to the joint rates and the 
dlv1<o:ion at those rates, a division 
that was unfair to tile Maine Central 
and a diviEion that tl1ey dare not 
make public, a division that still 
exists and has two years more to 
run, expiring I believe in ] 927. 

The pre.sent president of the Maine 
Ceneral railroad-and members of 
the House, he was president of both 
roads when this trade was made­
he could have at any time appeared 
before the Interstate Commerce' 
Commission and had that unjust 
condition con'ded. Has he ever 
done it? He has not. 

N ow in view of all these things, 
in view of the extremely high rates 
that our people are paying, in view 
of these facts, 1 want to assure you 
that the trouhle is not over-taxation 
but it is lack of honest and econ­
omical management and nothing 
else. '.rhe Maine Central railroad is 
a cow. The farmers of the State, 
the producers of the State, have been 
furnishing the hay; the consumers 
of the State have been furnishing the 
gl'ain; and somebody else has been 
milking the cow right straight along 
and it is being done today. 

Now if we have no laws in the 
State of Maine to govern such cases. 
God knows we ought to have them, 
and it is UP to the people of the 
State to see that we do have them 
and not go on in this way any longer. 
I wanted to see tl1at Commission 
appointed to investigate this situ­
ation. I wanted to see men on that 
commission who would not be there 
every' man armed with a wl1ite-wash 
brush. I would like to have the 
people know the truth, I would like 
to have them know the facts. and no 
hone,st man and no honest railro'ld is 
afraid to have the facts made 
known. 

These are the reasons, members of 
the House, why I move the postpone­
ment of this hill. 

Mr. MA kTIN of Augusta: Mr. 
Spealwr, I wish to flpeak briefly 
against the motion of the gentleman 
from Portland (Mr. Cummings) to 
indeiinitely postpone this hill. r 
ha ve a grea t def'J! of respe('t for the 
knowledge of the gentleman from 
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Portland, but today his remarks do 
not seem to me to be pertinent to the 
issue. He speaks rather of the past 
and is not facing a present condition, 
and in saying that he speaks of the 
past I do not admit that there has 
beetl any mismanagement of the 
road. I am not familiar with a great 
many of the statements which he 
makes, and I do not know whether 
they are entirely in accord with the 
facts or not; but I do know that the 
men who have been 'Connected with 
the Maine Cen~ral Railroad have 
been some of our leading citizens of 
the State of Maine, and I cannot be­
lieve, for one, that there has been 
the bad misman'lgement which has 
been sta ted. 

The gentleman from portland (Mr. 
Cummings) wishes that some law 
could be enacted that would ceach 
it. The gentleman from Portland 
may be sure that there is plenty of 
law now to reach officers who are 
derelict in o:heir duties. '1'he matter 
which impresses me iil this is the 
fact that this matter ha,,, been care­
fully considered by one of he ablest 
committees of chis Legislature and 
a unanimous report has been given 
recommending the present bill and 
method of taxation. They are men 
who are disinterested and who have 
put in a gl'eat deal of study, They 
have looked into the whole Hituation 
and I believe they know whereof 
they speak and whereof they r~port. 

The plan which was originally 
asked from the committee is the 
gross-net plan. It is the scientific 
method of taxation of railroads, 
recommended and endorsed by a 
committee of all the railroad experts 
of this country in Washington in 
] 923. There can be no question but 
what this is thp scientific method of 
taxation. The railroad originally 
came to the Legislature, as I under­
stand it, and asked the "cientific 
method which is based upon net in­
come in relation to the gross income 
and that the rate of taxation be a 
leeway of three percent to five and 
one-half percent. At the present 
time the railroad pays five ani one­
half percent. The committee finally, 
after a great deal of deliberation and 
in what thev considered absolute 
fairness, pres'ented a different bill. 
a sort of compromise, making the 
rate four and one-half percent to 
five and one-half percent. In other 
words, whether the railroad makes a 
cent or not it will have to pay four 

and one-half percent on its income. 
If the net income is not over five 
percent in relation to gross income, 
it pays fO'ir and one-half. Then if 
the net income goes up to fifteen 
vercent in relation to gro,ss, the rail­
road pays four and three quarters. 
Then if twenty-five percent, it pays 
five, and if over twenty-five percent, 
it pays five and a quarter. It is a 
sliding scale. If they earn more, they 
pay more-the same principle as the 
income tax. 

I do not think the gentleman from 
Portland (Mr. Cummings) would 
dispute the importance of havin;;' the 
railroad in the State ')f :Vlaine. Now 
this railroau is not makmg money. 
It has able officers but it is not get­
ting ahea(' It is going behind, and, 
U you want to boom Maine, we cer­
tainly must have a railroad that can 
operate efficiently and safely for the 
public. 

There has been in the papers, and 
1 have no doubt the gentleman from 
Portland has seen it, as well as all 
of you member," here, a recent peti­
tion by the BOclton and Maine ask­
ing that it be allowed to discontinue 
two hundred miles of its railroad. 
That is significant of what is com­
ing, railroac:s heing taxed and the 
money used for good roads, are go­
ing behind. We have seen the elec­
tric road passing out and we must 
beware that the railroads do not 
come to that situation. Two hun­
dred miles of the Boston and Maine 
ha ve already petitioned to tiL' Public 
Utilities to discontinue, and they 
have plans under way for lines total­
ing one thousand miles or forty per­
cent of their rails. That means a 
terrific loss to a great many small 
communities, and in our State it is 
\vell to take that into con,,,ideration 
that if the railroad cannot pay, it 
must in self defense go to the Public 
Utilities and aRk that its non-paying 
lines be discontinued; and I know 
that we do not want that to happen. 
There is a :ine on the Maine Central 
Railroad extending from Burnham 
to the city so ably represented in 
this Legislature by the gentloman 
from Belfast, Mr. Frost, that annu­
ally is losing around $150,000. They 
are in the position, if they wish, on 
account of ten nancy there, to discon­
tinue that at the end of the year 
or in some similar time. Thev do 
not want to and they hope It wiII 
never come when they WIll have to, 
but they' have got to be given fair 
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treatment at the hands of the Legis­
lature, fair scientific treatment, and 
that is what this bill asks for. 

I believe there is no member of 
the House who in any way doubts 
the sincerity and ability of every 
man on the committee who reported 
unanimously for this bill; and so in 
the name of what is fair, in the name 
of fair play, in the name of treating 
""ery man "airly, treating corpora­
tions fairly and basing thi.~ fairness 
on scientific investigation, what is 
recognized as fair, and also in the 
name of what is good for the State 
of Maine, I certainly trust that the 
motion of the gentleman from Port­
land (Mr. Cummings) will not pre­
,·ail. 

:vrr. HOLMES of Lewiston: Mr. 
Speaker. I wish merely to say that 
I am in opposition to the motion 
of the gentleman from Portland. Mr. 
Cummings, and I hope that it will 
not prevail. If the time ever comes 
when the navigation of the air will 
be in theory and practice so far ad­
yanced that we can rely on dirigiblel' 
or heavier thfm air machines, for our 
transportation, we can afford to ig­
nore transportation by railroad: but 
that time is not within sight. 

I think the gentleman from Au­
gusta, (Mr. Martin) has clearly ex­
plained the theory behind this tax 
hill. the theory of the gross-net plan 
as in new draft. I ~uspect, I be­
lieve and I say tbis without intend­
ing any insinuation or any criticism 
of the gentlem['n from Portland (Mr. 
Cummings), that if his argument 
were pursued logi('ally to its logical 
conclusion, it would arrive at Marx­
ian socialism "1' state social'sm, and 
whereas he may not have had that 
thought in mini!. there is no other 
solution except for the public to 
take over and publicly own--that is, 
owned by the State and operated by 
the State-the railroads. There is 
no other solution except the solution 
which is proposed by this bill. I 
tbel'efore, bope that the motion of 
tbe gentleman from Portland (Mr. 
Cummings) will not prevail. 

Mr. CUR'I'IS of Brewer: :Mr. 
Speaker, as House Chairman of the 
committee on 1 axation, I will take a 
few minutes of your time and brief­
ly speak on the bill before you. The 
bill pertaining to taxation of steam 
railrnads has been before the com­
mittee on taxation for eight or more 
week.s. It has been carefully stud· 
ied, examined and argued from all 

standpoints. An additional hearing 
was given on the bill and all who 
cared were given a chance to ex­
press their views on the matter. 

For a long time there has been a 
growing feeling that the method of 
taxing railroads on their gruss earn­
ings was fundamentally wrong, and 
that the gross-net plan, as advocat­
ed in this biJI under discussion, was 
the more equitable method. The 
National Tax Association, consi,st­
ing of assessors from all the States, 
the enited States Chamber of Com­
merce and the ',pecial Tax Commis­
sion of the State of New York re­
commend the gross-net method of 
taxing- the ailroads of the country, 
and their recommendation ought to 
t,ave weight. The gross-net plan 
came before this Legislature in its 
original form and which you have 
as House Document 1"0. 74. Its 
original form calls for a graduated 
tax of three percent minimum to five 
and one-half percent maximum. It 
did not meet with the approval of 
the committee owing 'to the amount 
ot money it would take from the 
State. The committee did feel, how­
ever, that recognition of it, at least 
that the good will of the State 
should be giyen the railroads. Vari­
ous plans of showing this good will 
\\ ere discussed in the committee and 
several plans worked upon. After 
,~evera I executive sessions, it was 
the unanimoml decision of the com­
mittee to recommend to the Legis­
lature the gross-net plan of taxa­
tion of the railroads 'n a graduated 
tax of four and one-half minimum 
to five and one-half maximum, thus 
offering 1.0 th" railroads some re­
duction in 'heir taxeR and granting 
their plea for a change in the 
method of taxation. 

Tht" hill '8 not wholly a Maine 
Central bilL It is a bill that ap­
plies to a 11 the railroads of the 
State. If they are prosperous they 
pav the maximum amount, five and 
one half percent,-and under this 
plan there is at least one railroad 
that wiII pay as much as it has been 
paying under 'he gross plan and 
jllst H trifle more. 

'I'he railroads, I helieve would 
not be as1dng for any relief from 
this Legi.~lature if it were not for 
the sharp competition which they 
ha ve from the automobile traffic. 

As to the branch lines to which 
1\11'. CummL:gs refers, the public has 
had the be~efit of them. Do they 
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want these branch lines given up? 
As I understand, in the case of the 
Maine Central there ace branch lines 
which could be, withdrawn from the 
public if they saw fit, but they do not 
wish to do this. They wish to help 
build UP the State of Maine and 
keep these braT ch lines in existence. 

As to the branch to which Mr. 
Cummings referred, I understand 
tbat is to be given UP. and in giving 
that up it means $25.000 more in 
taxes to the State of Maine on ac­
count of making the proportion of 
the rails in the State different than 
it is today. 

I tlUSt that you will give this 
'careful consideration and will 
realize that the committee on Taxa­
tion has not made any snap judg­
ment on this, has not been infiuenc­
'ed in any way. but has given what 
they consider a fair report; and I 
trUf't that the motion of the gentle­
'man from Portland. Mr. Cummings. 
will not prevail, 

Mr. CUMMINGS of Portland: Mr. 
;Speaker. I confeRS it amuses me 
every time I hear a man say that 
the proposed method of taxation is 
,scientific and the existing method iR 
not. The reason why it is scientific 
is that it lowers the tax that the 
road has got to pay. and that is all 
the reason. Is it unscientific to take 
from a party who takes from the 
public a percentage of that which 
they make? The existing method of 
taxation on gross receipts is merely 
taking back a certain percentage of 
what they have taken from the 
'people of the State. I do not see 
anything unscientific about that at 
·all. 

Again your tax method. your tax 
'as they have it on net instead of 
gross receipts. why they can so ar­
range their book-keeping and their 
'business that there will not be any 
net receipts. The remedy for the 
'conditions is a receivership and it 
has been for years. If that had been 
done. they would not have had to 
buy them up and junk them. That 
'is what should have been done years 
ago and put a stop to this thing, 
and not have it growing and grow .. 
ing and laking more and more from 
tbe people of the State. 

Perhaps some of you are not 
aware that the Bangor and Aroos­
took Railroad. to which the gentle­
man from Brewer (Mr. Curtis) I as­
'sume referred as being a road that 
would pay as much under the pro­
posed method a1" under the existing 
method. if that road h'ld earning's of 
iE-n thousand dollars a mile last year 

-ten or "leven. think it was ten­
had nine percent net that they 
could have paid in dividends. 'rhe 
Maine Central. with $17.000 per mile 
gross receipts had not one penny. 

I do hope that the members of 
this House will carefully and fairly 
consider this matter. It is not that 
I have any emnity toward the Maine 
Central railroad; good Heavens I 
am a small stockholder in it. I 
would like dividends on it: I would 
like to have the stock worth some­
thing; but I am not asking this 
Legislature to relieve them from 
taxation for the purpose of bringing 
this auout. 

Mr. BRAGDON of Perham: Mr. 
Speaker and member's of the House; 
I realize that we have arrived at the 
point when long, drawnout speeches 
are not appreciated by the members, 
and for that reason I will attempt 
to condense my thoughts into a very 
few short s.mtences. 

I will not attempt to state that our 
present method of taxing the Maine 
Central railroa.] is a scientific one, 
but the fact remains that it is the 
method that they wanted. Just as 
long- as they pay a small tax under 
that method they would need no 
other. They have come to us this 
",inter telling us that they have got­
ten into such a condition that their 
stockholders are failing to draw 
dividends; hut J want to call your 
attention to that large class of peo­
ple. the farmers of our State. who 
are not only failing to draw divi­
dends but have even lost their 
capital stock during this time that 
the Maine Central has been getting 
into this trouble. I think that before 
we come to the point of relieving 
any industry from taxation to the 
point of six Or seven hundred thou­
sand dollars that we should consider 
whether there is some other class of 
people in our state better ahle to as­
sume the burden. If my recollection 
is correct it would mean a tax of 
about one mill to the people of the 
State; and if the taxpayers of the 
State W'10 are paying a direct tax 
are better able to bear that hurden 
than the Maine Central railroad. 
why this bill is all right; but I 
think that we should consider the 
n,atier somewhat befnre we pass 
this rneasure. 

Mr. MARTIN of Augusta: Mr. 
Speaker, T '1m afraid that the gentle­
man from Perham, Mr. Bragdon, is 
wrong as to his figures. The 
original hill. if granted. would have 
heen on the figures which the 
gentleman stated-the amount would 



LEGISLATIVE H.ECORD-HOl'SE APH.IL 2 818 

I'a \'e been somewbere near thal. But 
a~sulnirlg for the purposes of argu­
ment that the minimum of foul' and 
one-hall' is granted, that will mean a 
loss in reve.:ue of only $175.000 in­
stead of over half a million. There 
is also a road being discontinu"d in 
New Hampshire t,elonging to the 
Maine Central which will save 
around $25,000. so there will be a los>< 
of about $150,000 in revenue. 

'Nith reference to the old plan 
being asked b.v the railroad, 1 do not 
see the pertinence today to the issue. 
Of course ('onditions, as every mem­
ber of the House knows. have 
changed a great deal. The cost of 
operating the railroad. labor condi­
tions, and the tax on the gross 
Simply Iwep a flat rate on the gross 
of five and one-half percent with 
all the mounting costs and decreased 
earning power It not onlv is not 
scientifi" but it is really un·fair. 

Mr FROST of Belfast: Mr 
Speaker and members of the House: 
First of all. Mr. Speaker. 1 wonder 
if I should ask a 'luestion if it 
would be in order" In the early 
part of this sf'ssion. as I remember 
it. a committee was appointed to re­
port to the Legislature of 19~7. I 
wonder what became of that·! 

'rhe SP1~AKER: The Chair is 
'L.nder the impression that that order 
was defeated. That is as the Chair 
recollects it. but possibly some mem­
ber may ha "f' the information. 

Mr. CURTIS of Brewer: I will 
state through the Chair, that that 
was reported ou"ht not to pass. 

The SPEAKER:' Reported ought 
not to pass and the report was 
subsequently accepted. 

Mr. FROST: 'Then briefly, in a 
word or .t~o, I would like to speak 
In oppOSItIon to the motion of the 
gentleman from Portland (:\11'. Cum­
IT.ings) that this matter be indefin, 
itely po~tponed 
. It seems that perhaps we are go­
lng at this this morning from the 
wrong angle. First of all the im­
pression that comes into our minds 
is that we are to lose a certain 
amount of money which the State 
has been getting in taxes from the 
railroads. Naturally, economy has 
been preached here so much that 
we hesitate to line up with a prop­
osition of that kind. On the other 
hand, I thinl, every 'me of us who 
are manufacturers-and I think that 
possibly we might inclUde in this 
every Jast man here in the House 
-are really dependent on the rail­
roads. "\\Te could not do withou 

them. If the railroads should cease 
to function today it would cripple 
every indu~try in the State of 
Maine; there would be no possible 
chance fo~ Wl to do business. 

Now if their plea is an honest one, 
and I think we have a right to as­
sume that it is--personally I could 
not imagine the type of men who 
are managing oUr railroads attempt­
ing to so manipulate their book.s 
that they would have to be balanced 
in red inl, when in reality their pro­
fits were large,-l would not feel 
like accusing that class of men of 
doing a thing Iilee that. If they are 
honest in their book-keeping. and 
their books an suhject to auditing, 
if we doubt that they are doing it 
correctly we could have them audit­
ed, and it seems to me that the 
a.mount of money involved i,~ not 
large enough so that we could hesi­
tate for a minute to grant the tem­
pora ry relief that was recommended 
by this committee on taxation. Per­
sonally I hope that the motion of 
the gentleIT,?n from Portland (Mr 
Cummings) will not prevail. 

Mr. CFRTIS of Brewer: Mr. 
Speaker, jnst one moment in an­
swering a matter referred to by 
Representative Cummings in which 
he says the books could he so jug­
gled that nothing would show in the 
way of earnings. The expression 
"net raihvay operating income" has 
a definite and technical meaning 
under the law and means the net 
income after payments of operllting 
expenses and taxes. including in the 
computation thereof, debits and 
credit" arising :rom equipment rents 
and joint facilitv rents. There can 
be no uncertainty about the amount 
of such net in rome because the meth 
ad of accounting are prescribed and 
supervised by the Interstate Com 
merce Commission. As to keeping 
the bool{s, as I understand it. that 
set of books is set up by thu Inter­
state Commerce Commission and 
they cannot change them one parti­
cle. 

The SPEAKER: Is the House 
ready for the 'luestion? The ques­
tion Is on the motion of the gentle­
man from Portland, Mr. Cummings, 
that thi,s hill. an act relating to the 
excise tax on railroads be indefinite­
ly postponed. 

:\11'. PIPER of Jackman: Mr. 
Speaker, T :nove that we have a di­
vision. 
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A division being had, 
Ten voting in the affirmative and 

88 in the negative the motion to in­
definitely postpone failed of passage 

Thereupon, on motion by Mr. Mar­
tin of Augusta, the bill had its 
third reading and was passed to be 
engrossed. 

Passed to be Engrossed (Continued) 
H. P. 624: Resolve in favor of an 

amendment to the Con.stitution of 
the United State to prohibit the em­
ployment of women and children in 
workshops. factories, manufacturing 
or mechanical establishments for 
more than forty-eight hours in a 
weelc 

Mr. HALE of Portland: I move 
the indefinite postponement of this 
resolve. The Constitution of the 
United states provides that an 
amendment shall be proposed by 
Congress and referred to the several 
states for their ratification. This, in 
effect, memorializes Congress to 
make the proposal. Then the ques­
tion will have +0 come back here for 
ra tification. 

I have never felt much disposed 
toward resolves memorializing Con­
gress to do anything, but it appears 
to me that this is a departure from 
sound constitutional practice. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
state that this is a matter recently 
printed as House Document 497, and 
appears to have come to this Legis­
lature referred from the last one. 
The motion before the House is that 
the matter be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. EUSTIS of Strong: Mr. 
Speaker, I think that in the absence 
of Mr. Holmes of Lewiston who in­
troduced this matter that it should 
be laid on the table. 

The SPEAKER: Will the mes­
senger see if Mr. Holmes is in the 
vicinity. 

(At this point Mr. Holmes appear­
ed) 

Mr. HOLMES of Lewiston: Mr. 
Speaker, has the resolve been read 
within a few moments? 

The SPEAKER: It is pending 
third reading. 

Mr. HOLMES: It is merely a me­
morial to Congress, is it not? 

The SPEAKER: It sems to be. 
Mr. HOLMES: Mr. Speaker, not 

being aware of the particular objec­
tions the gentleman from Portland 
(Mr. Hale) has I cannot reply. 

The SPEAKER: It will take the 
gentleman from Portland (Mr. 

Hale) but a moment to re-state his 
objections. 
. Mr. HALE: Mr. Speaker, I will re­
peat for the benefit of the gentleman 
from Lewiston (Mr. Holmes) that I 
object to this amendment on the 
ground of the constitutional practice, 
because, in the first place, I do not 
think it a very appropriate legisla­
tive function for this' Legislature to 
memorialize Congress, and because, 
for the more important reason that 
the Constitution of the United States 
provides that a proposition for the 
amendment of the Federal Constitu­
tion shall originate in Congress and 
be then referred to the people or to 
the legislatures of the several states. 
If we pass this resolve here, we are 
really attempting to initiate a con­
stitutional amendment in the Legis­
lature and if this bill is passed and 
CongT~sS should take such action, it 
could not fail to prejudice the action 
of a subsequent Legislature. In other 
words, it would come back to this 
Legislature with some precedent es­
tablished which I think would be im­
proper and inadvisable constitutional 
practice. 

Mr. HOLMES of Lewiston: Mr. 
Speaker, let me take a moment to re­
count the history of this as it lies in 
my recollection. At the last session 
of the Legislature an initiative bill 
came into the Legislature under the 
Constitution signed by twelve thou­
sand or more electors of the State, 
asking for the referendum to the peo­
ple of a bill for this State ~o ~stab­
lish a forty-eight hour law In Indus­
try for women and children; and be­
fore that at the Legislature before, 
the matt~r had been up for consid­
eration. I have forgotten mome.n­
tarily the action of the prior LegIS­
lature. Now, then, the last Legis­
lature, of course, under the Constitu­
tion passed that initiative on to the 
people and a referendum vote was 
taken with the result which the 
members of the Legislature well 
know. Now this resolution, I should 
think it would be, rather than a re­
solve. was introduced into the Legis­
lature the last time and received a 
unanimous passage; that is. it suited 
the ideas and convenience of both 
those who were in favor of the forty­
eight hour law for women and chil­
dren and those opposed. It was not 
believed. and I do not believe now, 
that it commits future legislatures of 
the State or the people of the State 
to any action as a result at any time 
in the future. 
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Upon the question of whether or 
not it is good form and good Consti­
tutional procedure, unless my recol­
lection fails me badly, the Legislature 
of Maine has at least twice memor­
ialized the Congress of the United 
States to enact certain legislation or 
to submit certain proposed constitu­
tional amendments to the states; and 
unless my recollection fails me badly 
one of the memorials related to pro­
hibition before the passage of the 
Eighteenth Amendment of the Unit­
ed States Constitution, and the other 
referred to Women's Suffrage. There 
is a t least a precedent for this ac­
tion, and I oppose the motion of the 
gentleman from Portland (Mr. Hale) 
to indefinitely postpone. 

::\11'. HALE of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, replying very briefly to the 
gentleman from Lewiston, Mr. 
Holmes, 1 do not, of course, intend to 
be understood as saying that the 
passage of this resolve would be 
binding upon a subsequent Legisla­
ture; but I do say that it would 
prejudice the action of the Legisla­
ture, and from that point of view it 
is unwise. Whether there is prece­
dent for this particular practice, I 
do not know; but if there is prece­
dent, I think it is an unfortunate 
precedent and that such precedent 
ShOUld not be multiplied. 

Mr. CUMMINGS of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, as a member of the com­
mittee on Labor, I wish to state that 
when we had this matter before us 
for consideration there was no divi­
sion of opinion in regard to the com­
mittee, or to those who appeared be­
fore the committee. Judge Cleaves 
was present, and you all know who 
he represents, and he was in accord 
with this action and stated that a 
national law of that character the 
Associated Industries of the State 
was entirely agreeable to. In fact 
he believed it would be a benefit to 
the Industries of this State and to 
all New gngland. I personally be­
lieve that that is correct. I think it 
would be a good thing, and I hope 
to see this adopted and not indefi­
nitely postponed. 

Mr. vVING of Auburn: Mr. Speak­
er, will the gentleman from Portland 
(Mr. Cummings) for the purposes of 
the record, state and read into the 
record just what Judge Cleaves rep­
resents. 

The SPIDAKER: The gentleman 
may reply if he cares to. 

Mr. CUMMINGS: Mr. Speaker, I 
do not claim to have any authority 
for speaking for Judge Cleaves in 
anytlling. It is commonly under­
stood, and I believe it to be true, 
that he represents what is called the 
Associated Industries of the State of 
Maine, and you gentlemen here know 
just as much about that as I do. I 
do not know as that answers Mr. 
v\"ing's question, but it is all the an­
swer that I can make. I am not re­
sponsible for Judge Cleaves' opinion 
nor his connections nor the parties 
who employ him. 

The SPEAKgR: The question be­
fore the House is on the motion of 
the gentleman from Portland, ::'vIr. 
Hale, that this resolve be indefinitely 
postponed. 

A viva voce yote being doubted, 
A division was had, 
Seyenty-six having voted in the 

affirmative and 27 in the negative, 
the motion to indefinitely postpone 
prevailed. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair ap­
points as conferees on the part of 
the House in connection with the 
matter, An Act to provide for the 
completion of the Vital Records of 
the State, Messrs, Sargent of Sedg­
wick 'Varren of Winslow, and 
Tho~pson of Rockland. 

Passed To Be Engrossed (Continued) 
S. P. 101: Resolve in favor of 

'Yestern Maine Sanatorium, for 
maintenance, personal services, re­
pairs and equipment. 

H. P. 455: Resolve in favor of 
Bertha M. Benit of Portland, ::\Iaine, 
for State Aid. 

H. P. 1254: Resolve for the better 
preservation, protection and perpe~­
uation of certain old forts situated III 
this State, 

(Tabled by 1,11', Audibert of Fort 
Kent, pending third reading.) 

H. D, 488: Re~olve providing for 
the purchase of "2\Iusic and Musi­
cians of 2\faine." ----

Passed To Be Enacted 
An Act relating to the penalty for 

reckl('~s driving of motor vehicles, 
An Act to amend Section 31 of 

Chapter 7 of the Revised Statutes of 
1916, relating to elections and per­
mitting the use of hallot boxes with 
devices for registering and enclosing 
ballots depo~ited therein, 

An Act relating to Indians voting. 
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(Tabled tempOlarily by Mr. Lait of 
Old Town). 

An Act relating to certain internal 
affairs of the PassamaQ'lOddy Tribe of 
Indians. 

An Act to change the personnel of 
the budget committee. 

(Tabled temporarily by Mr. Wing of 
Auburn). 

An Act relating to the purposes for 
which cities and towns may raise 
money. 

An Act relating to the payment of 
costs in transporting persons to the 
State School for Gi! 1s. the Maine 
School for Feeble Minded. Reforma­
tory for 'Yomen and Reformatory for 
Men. 

An Act to provide for building· a 
bridge across the Kennebec ri"er be­
tween the city of Bath and the town 
of ·Woolwich. 

(Tabled temporarily by Mr. Cum­
mings of Portland). 

An Act to repeal Chapter' 389 of the 
Private and Special Laws of 1905. en­
titled "An Act to grant certain pow­
ers to the town of Eden." 

An Act to authorize the construction 
and maintenance of a bridge across 
Beach Creek in Bristol. 

An Act relating to old, diseased and 
disabled animals. 

An Act relating to smelt fishing. 
An Act relating to taking of clams 

in Machiasport. 
An Act relating to conveyances not 

effectual against others unless re­
ilorded. 

An Act relating to the Passama­
quoddy and Penobscot Tribe of In­
,dians. 

An Act relating to State of Maine 
building at 'Yest Springfield, Massa­
,chusetts. 

An Act relating to kindcrgartens as 
part of the common school course. 

An Act to regulate the sale of filled 
milk. 

(Tabled temporarily by Mr. Little­
f.eld of Kennebunk). 

An Act relating to open season on 
,certain game birds. 

An Act relating to the authorization 
of issue of stocks, bonds and notes by 
Public Utilities. 

An Act to incorporate the Personal 
Finance Company. 

Fi nally Passed 
Resolve in favor of the Reforma­

tory for ,Vomen for maintenance and 
dher purposes. 

(Tabled temporarily by Mr. 'Ving of 
Auburn). 

Resolve in favor of the Augusta 

State Hospital for maintenance for 
the fiscal years 1926 and 1927. 

Resolve in fa"or of the State Re­
formatory for Men for the erection of 
a building. 

Resolve in favor or the State Re­
formatory for Men for maintenance. 
personal services, repairs and equip­
ment. 

Resolve in favor of Abbie A. Nor­
ton of Industry for State pension. 

Resolve in favor of trustees of ju­
"enile institutions. 

Resolve in favor of State School for 
Boys. 

(Tableo by Mr. Jones of South Port­
land temporarily). 

Resolve providing for a State pen­
sion for Alice Fuller of Lewiston. 

Resolve providing for a Statc pen­
sion for Florence 'J. Judkins of Lew­
iston. 

Resolve providing for a State pen­
sion foJ' Betsey' A. Trask of Lewiston. 

Resolve provldillg for a State pen­
sion for Nancy S. Brooks of Lewiston. 

Resolve relatlllg to apportionment 
of representatives among the several 
counties, citie&, towns, plantations and 
classes in the State of Maine. 

Resolve in favor of the Penobscot 
Tribe of Indians for the general care, 
maintenance and education thereof. 

Resolve providing for the increase 
of State pension for Emma Coffin Nor­
ton of Palermo. 

Resolve in favor of State School for 
Girls. 

(Temporarily tabled by Mr. Jones of 
South Portland). 

Resolve in favor of the secretaries 
of certain committees of the 82d 
Legislature for expenses of said com­
mittees in performing legislative du­
ties. 

Resolve in favor of the town of 
Hampden. 

The SPEAKER: Those matters 
momentarily laid on the table we 
might take up in their order on the 
calendar. The first one is an act re­
lating to Indians voting. The gen­
tleman from Old Town, Mr. Lait, 
moves that this lie on the table and 
be especially assigned for tomorrow 
morning. 

A "iva voce vote being doubted, 
A division was had, 
Forty having voted in the affirm­

ative and 20 in the negative. the mo­
tion to table pending enactment pre­
"ailed and the matter was especially 
assign'ed for tomorrow morning. 
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The SPEAKEH: The next act is 
an act to change the personnel of the 
budget committee. 

::\11'. WING of Auburn: I move, Mr. 
Speaker, that we reconsider the vote 
whereby this measure was passed 
to be engrossed. 

The SPEAKER: And do so for the 
purpose of offering an amendment? 

Mr. ~WING: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
Thereupon the House voted to re­

ccnsider its action whereby this bill 
was passed to be engrossed. 

Mr. WING: I offer House Amend­
ment A and move its adoption. 

House Amendment A to bill An 
Act to change the personnel of the 
budget committee. 

"Amend said act by striking there­
from in said act wherever the word 
"Governor-elect" appears and sub­
stitute in its place the word 'Gov­
ernor,' 

Mr. WING: Mr. Speaker, I move 
the adoption of the amendment, and 
I will say this to the House in order 
that the House may understand. 'l'he 
act to change the personnel of the 
budget committee makes the Gov­
ernor-elect a member of that com­
mittee. This amendment makes the 
out-going Governor.-the Governor­
a member of that committee. There 
is no such animal in the Statute as 
the "Governor-elect." That is simply 
a misnomer. He is no different from 
any other citizen. As I say, there is 
no such animal. The outgoing Gov­
ernor should be the one who, from 
his experience as Governor, should 
contribute that experience to the 
building up of the budget. Then the 
new incoming Governor, the man 
who is to take his place, can have 
the benefit of the old Governor's ex­
perience' and knowledge of State 
affairs in making up the budget, and 
the new Governor, the Governor­
elect, so-called, can come fresh to 
his duties without any prejudice as 
to what shall constitute a proper 
making up of the budget. You will 
observe that the act describes the 
State Auditor, the State Treasurer, 
Rnd the ranking member of the com­
mittee on Appropriations, but it 
leaves out the outgoing Governor. 
Now he is just the man from his in­
timate connection with the financial 
affairs of the State that should be a 
member of the budget committee. I 
trust the amendment will be adopted. 

The SPEAKER: Is the House 
ready for the question? The ques-

tion is on the adoption of the amend­
ment. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
House voted to adopt the amend­
ment, and the bill as amended by 
House amendment A was passed to 
be engrossed. 

The SPEAKER: The next matter 
temporaarily on the table is An Act 
to provide for building a bridge 
across the Kennebec river between 
the city of Bath and the town of 
'''oolwich. 

Mr. CU::\IMINGS of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, I move that that lie on the 
table. 

The SPEAKER: Would the gentle­
man exvlain his motion? 

Mr. CUMMINGS: Yes, Mr. Speaker, 
I would be glad to. It is not that I 
have a feeling of hostility toward the 
Bath bridge. I have always wanted 
to see a bridge at Bath. I want to 
see one now, but I want to be sure 
that the bill is one that contains noth­
ing that we are not aware of and that 
it contains. nothing that we will later 
find to be a survrisc in any way to 
the State of Maine. Doubtless the 
things I have in mind-or maybe I 
will not say doubtless, it may be that 
some one can explain the situation and 
remove the doubts I have concerning 
a particular matter. This Is a matter 
of too much importance to be passed 
without careful consideration. That 
is the reaRon why I desire it tabled. 

A viva voce vote being doubted, 
A division of the House was had, 
Fiftv having voted in the affirmative 

and 44 in the negative, the motion to 
table prevailed. 

The SPEAKER: Will the gentle-
man assign a day? 

Mr. D,VINAL of Camd",n: Mr. 
Speaker, I am going to ask the gentle­
man to assign a date as early as pos­
sible. 

Mr. CUMMINGS: Mr. Sp~aker, I 
have no objection to this being consid­
ered tomorrow morning. I am not anx­
ious for delay only that we may un­
derstand this bill. 

Mr. 'VING of Auburn: Mr. Speaker, 
Is the resolve relating to the Bath 
bridge now in the House? 

The SPEAKER: We have not pre­
sented this matter as yet. The motion 
is made that this bill be especially as­
signed for tomorrow morning. That 
motion is debatable. Is it the pleas­
ure of the House that this matter be 
especially assigned for tomorrow 
morning? 
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The motion to especially assign for 
tomorro·w morning prevailed. 

The SPEAKER: The next is an act 
to regulate the sale of filled milk. 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD of Kennebunk: 
Mr. Speaker, I would ask Mr. Speaker 
that this lie On the table for the pur­
pose of offerin!f an amendment. 

A viva voce vote being doubted, 
A division of the House was had. 
Forty-one having voted in the af-

firmative and four In the negative the 
motion prevailed, and the bill was 
tabled pending its passage to be en-
acted. 

The SPEAKER: Does the matter 
require RlleciaI assignment? 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD: I think, Mr. 
Speaker, tomorrow morning. 

The SPEAKER: The matter might 
remain unassigned and the gentleman 
will take it UP as soon as possible, 
doubtless. 

The SPEAKER: Next is a res_olve 
in favor of the Reformatory for 
'Vomen for maintenance and other 
purposes. 

Mr. WING: Mr. Speaker, I mOVe 
that this matter lie on the table and 
that it be assigned to follow the re­
solves that has to do with the State 
School for Boys and the State School 
for Girls. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion to table prevailed. 

The SPEAKER: The matter may 
remain unassigned. 

The SPEAKER: Next is resolve in 
favor of State School for Boys, tabled 
temporarily by Mr. Jones of South 
Portland. 

Do"s the gentleman have an amend­
ment to offer? 

Mr. JONES of South Portland: Yes, 
Mr. Speaker. 

The 'S,pgAKER: Can that be tal<en 
up this afternoon? 

Mr. JONES: I will try to have it 
ready this afternoon. 

Thereupon the resolve was tabled 
pending final passage. 

The SPEAKER: Next is a resolve 
in favor of the State school for Girls, 
tabled temporarily by Mr. Jones of 
South Portland. Does the gentle­
man have an amendment to offer? 

Mr. JONES of South Portland: 
Yes, Mr. Speaker. 

Thereupon the resolve was tabled 
pending final passage. 

The SPEAKER: There are some 
emergency matters to be taken care 
of. 

Emergency Measures 
Resolve proposing an Amendment 

to Article IX of the Constitution, au­
thorizing the issuing oj' bonds to be 
used for the purposes of building a 
bridge across the Kennebec River 
tween the City of Bath and the town 
of Woolwich. 

On motion by Mr. Wing of Au­
burn, tabled pending final passage 
and especially assigned for tomorrow 
morning. 

Resolve making available funds for 
the State's share of reconstruction 
under the Bridge Act of the sub­
structure of the Gardiner and Ran­
dolph Bridge. 

The SPEAKER: This being an 
emergency mea~ure, and requiring 
under the Constitution the affirma­
tive vote of two-thirds of the entire 
membership of this House on its 
final passage, all those who are in 
favor of the final passage of this 
re~olve will rise and stand in their 
places until counted, and the moni­
tors will return the count. 

A division being had, 
One hundred and sixteen voted, 

and all in the affirmative, so the re­
solve was finally passed. 

An Act relating to application for 
license to build or extend wharves or 
fish weirs. 

Mr. WING of Auburn: Mr. 
Speaker, some gentleman here who 
is responsible for that bill can per­
haps explain the emergency so that 
my conscience will be clear that it 
will affect the peace, health and 
safety of the State. If so, I would 
like to have him. 

Mr. LITTLEFELD of Kennebunk: 
Mr. Speaker, I was the gentleman who 
introduced that bill. It was intro­
duced only for this purpose: The 
law two years ago in regard to 
wharves and fish weirs was changed, 
and in printing the law the word 
"wharf" was left out of it. The man 
who wished to build a wharf has 
waited a year and a half to build it 
and is now afraid to build it unless 
he gets permission from this Legis­
lature. That is why the emergency 
clause was attached to this bill. 

Mr. '''ING: Mr. Speaker, may I in­
quire of the gentleman from Ken­
nebunk (Mr. Littlefield) if this is for 
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a license to build a fish weir or a 
wharf. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
may reply if he cares to. 

:VIr. LITTLEFIELD: Mr. Speaker, 
it is to build a wharf and not a fish 
'\veir. 

Mr. vVING: Mr. Speaker, address­
ing myself to the emergency, I do 
not wish to stand in the way of the 
gentleman from Kennebunk (Mr .. 
Littlefield). I read from the Consti­
tution of the State: 

"An emergency bill shall include 
only such measures as are immedi­
ately necessary for the prcservation 
of the public peace health or safety 
and shall not include (1) an in­
fringement of the right of home rule 
for municipalities (2) a franchise or 
a liccnse to a corporation or an in­
dividual to extend longer than one 
year, or (3) provision for the sale or 
purchase or renting for more than 
five years of real estate." 

Mr. LITTLEFlELD: Mr. Speaker, 
this bill is nothing to me. There i~ in 
Kennebunl;:. just across the river from 
Kennebunkport, a man who is in the 
wholesale fish business and he has a 
building that is on a very delieate 
foundation. He does a large busi­
ness in the summer, but after the 
first dav of September next he would 
not car~ whether he had the wharf or 
not. In other words, it has got to be 
there before the first of July. Now 
I do not believe that this House will 
vote against that man when he has 
been waiting a year and a half to 
have this law changed and when it 
was wholly a mistake of the former 
Leg·islature. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Rockland: Mr. 
Speal{er, I desire to say just a word. 
In 1923, ami perhaps in 1921, in at­
tempting to revise this present law 
reg-ula ting the extension of fish ,veirs 
the word wharf was left out by in­
advertence. Now so far as I am 
concerned it makes no diffE,renee to 
me personally, but to the people who 
are living on the shores and con­
stantly needing to erect a wharf, it 
may be a serious matter. ]'\0 man is 
Rafe in extending a wharf into tide 
waters of the State of Maine unless 
he has in addition to the permission 
of the' municipal officers, a permit 
from the Secretary of vVar. A license 
from the munieipal officers is good 
for nothing unless he has the permit 
of the Secretary of vVar: [lnd if you 
C8nnot show him the vote of the mu­
nicipal officers authorizing the license, 
you are done with him. You have to 

file with him a copy of the vote and 
a section of the chart showing what 
tide waters are to be effected if the 
license is granted, and then you have 
to get his permission. It makes con­
siderable delay. In this case it 
might make a considerable differ­
erence to an individual whether he 
had permission now when the sea­
son is just opening or whether he 
cannot have it until July or August. 
I say "August" because I think you 
will count the time that will be con­
sumed in procuring the permission 
from the Secretary of War. The ob­
ject of the amendment is solely to 
correct an error of the Legislature. 
Now whether that comes within the 
purview of the Statute and the Con­
stitution, as read by the gentleman 
from Auburn, Mr. Wing, I do 
not know. It seems to me that the 
Statute standing on our Statute 
book for so many years is entitled to 
considerable consideration, a fair 
consideration-and it seems to me 
that it should come within the pur­
view of the Legislature when it 
seeks to correct its own errors. 

P8rsonal1y, as I say, I have no in­
terest in the matter only as I think it 
might affect the people along our 
coast to wish to erect such wharves 
for the coming year. 

'1'he SPEAKER: Is the House re.ady 
for the question? The question is on 
the passage to be enacted of a bill re­
lating to application for license to 
l)uild· or extend wharves or fish weirs. 
This being an emergency measure, 
and requiring under the Constitutlon 
th" [lffirmative vote of two-thirds the 
('ntire membership of this House on 
its passage to be enacted, all those who 
are in favor of the passage to be en­
ncted of this bi!] wi!] rise and stand 
in their places until counted and the 
monitors will return the count. 

A division being had, 
One hundred nnd fourteen voted in 

the affirmative and one in the nega­
tive, so the bill was passed to be en­
acted. 

Orders of the Day 
The SPEAKER: The House is now 

proceeding under orders of the day 
and comeS to those matters especially 
nssigned for today. The Chair pre­
sents, especially assigned for today, 
bill, An Act to ratify transfers of 
certain real estate to the State (S. P. 
G13) (S. D. 214) tnbled by Mr. Kins­
man of Augusta on Aprtl 1st, pending 
passage to be engrossed. 
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Mr. KINSMAN of Augusta: ::V[r. 
Speaker, I offer House Amendment A 
and move its adoption. 

House Amendment A to Senate 
Document 214. An Act to ratify trans­
fers of certain real estate to the State. 

Amend Senate Document 2] 4 by 
striking out the word "Sidney" in the 
sixth line thereof, and Inserting In 
place thereof, the word 'Augusta.' 

Thereupon, House Amendment A to 
Senate Document 214 was adopted and 
the bill as amended was passed to be 
engrossed. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair pre-
sents, especially assigned for today, 
majority report, reportIng an order, 
and minority report, reporting ought 
not to pass, of committee on Judiciary, 
on bill, An Act to' provide the method 
of nominating candidates for oIDce 
(S. P. 2) (S. ·b. 4) tabJe<1 on April 1st 
by Mr. Oakes of Portland, pending ac­
ceptance of either repon. 

Mr. OAKES of Portland: Mr. Speak­
er and members of this House: I will 
ask you to please turn to Senate Num­
ber 269 and Senate Number 270. I 
shal! not address the House at length, 
and lTIY reason is not because I do not 
consider this matter of utmost impor­
tance, but because I believe that it is a 
fundamental principle well known to 
all of you, and it is entirely unneces­
sary to waste your time In doing so. 
I do not want you to think, by my not 
going into a long discuSSion of the 
failure of the Primary Law, that I 
none the less feel that the Primary 
Law has not been a success, because 
I do feel that the Primary Law 
has been, to a large extent, in this 
State, a failure, and I do not want 
you to think that I have any the less 
regard for the members of this House, 
and I say that I think that the Pri­
mary Law on a big, general average, 
wil! not produce as high a grade of 
men as the representative system de­
veloped by the conventions. 

(At this point Mrs. Allen of Hamp­
den, assumed the Chair amidst the ap­
plause of the House). 

Mr. OAKES (resuming): I shoulcl 
have placed a motion berore the House 
before I started that we accept the 
majority report of the commIttee of 
the Judiciary in non-concurrence with 
the Senate, and I will -now continuE 
to speak to that motiOlt. 

Now, the Senate got into a confusion 
day before yesterday over the parlia­
mentary situation. I am not talking 
about myself or recommending myself 

as a good lawyer, but I do say that It 
does not worry me a bit to be placed 
in the situation that I am In because 
all of us lawyers are frequently 
placed in the situathm Where the 
lower court fails to understand what 
we are trying to present and falls to 
give a correct deCision, and then we 
go to the higher court, the Appellate 
Court, with the greater understanding, 
and the ruling of the lower court is 
reversed, and I have no hesitancy In 
coming to this court and asking that 
the cause of the confusion of tile Sen­
ate be straightened out. I am gOIng 
to discuss just two or tnree pOints of 
the bill that is involved in the so­
called Oakes-Anthoine Measure, and 
before I do that I would say that 
there is before the House and Senate 
an initiative mea sure which provides 
that the people shall vote upon the 
Primary Law as it stanm; toaay. And 
if the people favor the initiative meas­
ure, the Primary Law, In all Its char­
acteristics, is repealed. And there Is 
a question whether we go back to the 
convention system as it eXIsted prIor 
to the enactment of thIs PrImary I,aw 
without any further action or whether 
the Legislature will have to re­
convene and' enact SOme new method 
of nominating a candidate. 

Strong legal opinion is to the effect 
that if the initiative bill is accepted 
by the people, the old convention sys­
tem goes into force automatically. 

Now, the bill which is known as 
the Oakes-Anthoine Bill provides for 
the election of delegates to a con­
vention on a single day similar to 
the Primary Election Day, which 
eliminates some of the faults-I 
think practically all of the faults-of 
the old system of caucuses and 
choosing of delegates. It provides 
for a convention, and if in that con­
vention a candidate is nominated by 
a majority of the yotes of the con­
vention, his nomination stands un­
le~s there is an appeal. If any other 
candidate for that same office gets 
twenty percent of the votes of that 
convention, that other candidate can 
appeal to the electorate, and the pro­
cedure is similar to the present pro­
cedure under the Primary Nomin­
ation System, with one exception; 
under the present system the candi­
date g"ets a small petition, and under 
this procedure he must get a petition, 
having ten percent of the electors of 
his party sign the petition. 

Now, the reasoning of that is this, 
and that is worked out by a careful 
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study of a balance so that the con­
vention will not be a mere temporary 
or transitory stage for the choosing 
of delegates, but a real convention, 
because a man nominated at a con­
vention will be a real nominee, but 
leaving an opportunity for a man 
who has a real grievance to go to the 
people and have that grievance 
straightened out, so that it will not 
be a matter of a mere passing over, 
but will be a matter of protection of 
a man who has a real grievanee. 
Now, that balance has been arrived 
at after consideration of "arious 
factors and it is thought to be a cor­
rect balanee. And at the ~ame time 
I want to say that in the adoption of 
this draft at this time, WE' are not 
finally elosing' the matter hut it can 
be amended if any details are found 
that we have overlooked, 'lYe are 
not dosing the matter; it is not a 
matter of any dotting of an 'T' or 
[Jutting in a period into this draft, 
\lut it is a matter of general policy. 

In addition to that we han' en­
deavored to eover all the good ch,ll'­
aeteristics of protection that are in­
'101ved in the Primary System, and 
in choosing one new feature in par­
ticular which provides that all can­
didateg shall rePort their expenses in 
full and not eertain specified ex­
penHes so that the faree. I think, of 
the pr'esent report of expenses will 
be eliminated. 'I'hat is all I care to 
say ahout the hill. If there are any 
qu'esOons to be asked I shall ))e glad 
to answer them. 

1\'ow, as to the parliament""y sit­
uation which seemed to confuse the 
Senate. If you will turn to Senate 
No. 269 you will find, on page 37. the 
committee report at the bottom of 
the page, which is the committee re­
port signed by three membE,rs of tIle 
committee "ought not to pass" on the 
Anthoine hill which was introduced 
into the S~nate, 'I'he Congtitution 
of the State provides that when a 
hill hilS heen initiated by the bill. th.e 
Legislature must either pass It 
without any change-and then it be­
comes a I"w-or else refer it to the 
people: rInd in this case the eom­
mittee hns recommended that the 
Legislel tur(' refer to the people t~e 
TnitiatiYe Primary Bill. 'I'he ConstI­
tution furthe,- proyid('" that whe.n 
{h" Legislature does send thIS 
primary bill to the p"oP!('. it m~y 
s('nd therewith a suh~tItut('d hIli 
whirh shall be voted on hy the 
people a~ a competing m\asure. and 
the majority of the CommIttee of the 

Jucliciary ha ye determined to selld 
a substitute bill to the people as 
competing measure to the Initiatiye 
Eill. So that, instead of passing the 
Anthoine Bill or the bilI which I in­
troduced into this House, the minor­
ity of the Committee, which did not 
desire to send anything to the people, 
,'eported that nothing should pass. 

The majority of the Committee, on 
the other h'~nd, reported that the 
Anthoine Bill should not pass the 
House as the passage by the two 
bodie'S but instead that we should 
pass an Order that that combined 
draft be voted on by the people at 
the same time they yote upon the In­
itiatiYe Bill, and that Order is 
Senate ::\0. 270. So the situation is 
this: The Oakes Bill, which is before 
the House, would be killed, and the 
Anthoine Bill, which is before the 
8('n1lte, will he killed; the Initiatiye 
Bill will go to the people; then if we 
pass the Order, the new draft, the 
eombined bill, will go to the people 
and will be YO ted on by the people 
as an alternate competing with the 
Initiatiye Bill. 

The Order proyides that the fol­
luwing question be submitted to the 
electors at any election called for by 
the provisions of an initiated meas­
Ul'e-and then the title of the in­
iti"ted measure-and that the said 
Oak('s-Anthoine Bill shal! be a com­
peting measure therewith, and the 
question is "shall the so-c"lled 
Oakes-Anthoine Bill, being a meas­
ure emhracing the features of Pri­
marv Elections and a Conv('ntion 
tion' System, so-called, be the law?" 
So that on the hallot the people can 
decide whether they want the Pri­
marv Law or do not want it, and if 
the,: answer that they want the Pri­
mn;'Y Law, that ('nds' it; if they say 
they want a chang'e, then they vote 
on 'the question, "Shall ,,-e haye the 
Onke~-Anthoine Rill or shall we 
IwYe the straight old Conyention 
~:vsten1 ?" 

:-':-0"-. r put up two propositions to 
,·ou. ,g'entlem('n. In the first place, 
admitting that there is to be a 
change. assuming that the people in 
yoting on thi" proposition, vote for 
a chnl1!t(', would you rather have the 
strict old convention proposition. the 
old Convention System. or would 
Y011 h:1Y(' il scientific. adaptable SyS­

tem which hilS been tried, [lnd has 
be('n found so sucC'essful, by the 
most ('nreful thought that I have 
1)('en able to get at or that Senator' 
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Anthoine has been able to get at, 
and that various others have been 
have been able to get at, which will 
provide for all the protection of the 
Primary System and at the same 
time give the power to the people to 
use the delegation or representative 
system of government? That is the 
key today. If we can get that rep­
resentative government with the 
protection to the people, we have got 
a new scheme and a great ~cheme. 

Now, then would you rather have 
that or would you rather have the 
old convention system? 

Now, I ask you, if you would 
rather have the Oakes - Anthoine 
Bill-supposing the people are 
going to give one or the other to 
you-to vote for the Oakes-An­
thoine Bill and let the people have a 
chance to decide which they will. 
have. I think that is all. 

The SPEAKER pro tern: Is the 
House ready for the question? 

Mr. HAMILTON of Caribou: 
::\ladam Speaker and gentlemen of 
the House: I feel that we should 
have this matter clarified a little 
more and find out just exactly our 
situation. Now, you all know that 
over twelve thousand people have in­
stituted an initiatory measure to 
repeal the Primary Law, and we 
have, in this measure of Senator 
Anthoine's, assisted by Representa­
tive Oakes, what they call a com­
peting measure. 

Now, we all believe in the two 
party system, and that by having 
two parties we can arrive at a con­
clusion and get one man that the 
majority of the people will prefer, 
but when we have three men, for 
Governor or for some other office, we 
are not satisfied with the result. as 
a rule. 

Now, if we should take the report 
of the majority of the Judiciary 
Committee, which has been turned 
down by the Senate by, I think, 
about eighteen to nine, and the mi­
nority report accepted, if we should 
take that report of the majority of 
the Judiciary Committee and send It 
out to the people, we would not be 
using them fairly, to my mind. The 
question for us to decide, and the 
question for the people to decide 
first, is whether we want the Prim­
ary Law or the old system. Two 
things should be presented to them 
so that they may understand what 
they are voting for. Put in this 
measure that we have here, and the 

people would have no more concep­
tion ?f it than we have at the pres­
ent time of what we are dOing. Even 
the Senate was confused, and it 
seems to me unwise and unfair, both 
to those who are interested in the 
retention of the Primary Law and t.o 
those who wish to go back to the old 
system, to interject into that ques­
tion a measure like this. Let us go 
fairly and squarely; let us use those 
who believe in the old system fairly, 
and I think the result will be un­
questioned. 

Now it is my desire, in order to 
represent, as I think I am represent­
ing, those who are interested in the 
Primary Law as it now stands, that 
we should accept the minority report 
of this Committee in this measure. 
We shall have to pass the Joint 
Order relative to the Direct Primary, 
as that is the initiatory measure, and 
that goes direct, as I understand it. 
Then, when we get down to the 
matters that are tabled, it is my 
desire to forever do away with what 
they call the Oakes Bill, and then 
we will have left for the people to 
decide, a clear question: first, wheth­
er we shall retain the Primary as it 
now stands or whether we shall go 
back to the old system. 

Two years from now, if the people 
desire, or if the Legislature should 
desire, to submit a measure like the 
Anthoine Bill, so that they can have 
just two things to decide upon, why, 
then, submit it to the people in a 
fair and square way. 

I have heard it stated that we 
should divide the forces of those 
who are interested in the old sys­
tem. I do not think that is a fair 
and square deal for them. If we are 
going to the bat, let us go fairly 
and squarely and give those who are 
interested in the old system the right 
of voting it, if they have the major­
ity, and those who are interested in 
the Primary, the right of voting to 
retain the Primary Law. 

I hope and trust that the minority 
report, which was accepted by the 
Senate, will be accepted by this 
House. 

The SPEAKER pro tern: The 
question before the House is on the 
motion of the gentleman from Port­
land, Mr. Oakes-

Mr. OAKES of Portland: Excuse 
me, Madam Speaker, if there is no 
other question to be raised, I wanted 
to add one word to what I said. I made 
the motion that the majority report 
of the Committee should be accepteu 
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by this House. After that motion is 
passed by the House, if it is passed, 
I should make the motion that the 
Order which accompanied the report 
be also passed. That was the ques­
tion that has been raised, and per­
haps that makes clearer the situa­
tion. 

I want to bring one more thought 
to the minds of the members. 
Whether you believe in the Primary 
or do not believe in the Primary is 
not the question that you are de­
ciding; the only question that you 
are deciding at this time is whether 
or not yOU are willing to trust the 
people to vote on a scientific, care­
fully prepared measure, competing 
with the Initiative Bill, or whether 
you are not wiiling to give the peo­
ple the opportunity to vote on this 
measure. The Initiative Bill is going 
to the people anyway; ~ou cannot 
stop it. A large majority of the 
people-not "majority" in its legal 
sense-a large number of the people, 
have signified a desire for a change, 
and a certain form of change is 
bound to go to them in the Initiative 
Bill. 

Now, do not get confused on the 
next step, as to whether there will 
be any confusion in the minds of the 
people as to what they are voting on, 
because the ballot will show clearly, 
"Are you in favor of the Primary 
Law or against it, and if against it, 
do you want the Initiative Bill 01' do 
you want the Oakes-Anthoine Bill?" 

Mr. STURGIS of Auburn: Madam 
Speaker and members of the Legis­
lature: As a member of this House 
I am against camouflaging the issue. 
I aIn in favor of its going to the peo­
ple to decide whether we shall sus­
tain our present Primary Law or 
whether we shall go back to the old 
Convention System, and I hope that 
the motion of the gentleman from 
Portland (Mr. Oakes) will not pre­
vail. 

Mr. FROST of Belfast: Madam 
Speaker and members of the House: 
The gentleman from Portland, Mr. 
Oal~es made a statement which I 
think 'we might carefully consider at 
this time. He said that the person­
nel of the I,egislature would be very 
much improved, he thinks, under the 
Convention System, and as I look 
around I wonder what he means. 
(Laughter and Applause) This is 
the best natured bunch of men that 
I have been connected with in all my 
life. I have not noticed any eviden~e 
of intemperance. (Applause) I did 

not pause for applause, but I do not 
object to it. I do not know that I 
have ever seen a better looking 
bunch of men, therefore, I wonder 
how, in Heaven's name, under any 
system in the world we can improve 
on this crowd that we have here. 

Personally-I do not know whether 
it appeals to the rest of you the 
way it does to me or not-I am a 
little bit scared that if you do' not 
have the Primary, I may never 
come hack here again, and I would 
really like to come, at least once 
more. 

I feel very much like ,the two Jews 
who went over to New York to have 
a dinner together. They ordered fish 
and it was served whole on a large 
platter. Isaac got the fish and 
served it to Reuben. Now, in doing 
that, he ('ut the fish about half way 
between the tip end of the tail and 
the place where the head was, and 
he gave Heuben the piece with the 
bone at the tail. A. few minutes 
afterwards he noticed that Reuben 
looked a little queer, and he said, 
"Reuben, is there anything the mat­
ter with the fish?" "Oh, no, Isaac," 
said Reuben, "there is nothing the 
matter with the fish but it is the 
way you served it. If I had been 
serving the fish I would have cut 
it just like you have, half way be­
tween the tail and the head, but I 
would have given you the big piece, 
and the little piece with the tail I 
would have given to myself." "WelI," 
said Isaac, "haven't you got the little 
piece anyway? What are you kick­
ing about?" 

That is the way I feel about the 
Primary Law. We have got the 
Prinulry La~\V; what are we kicking 
about'? (Applause.) 

:'Ifr. OAKES of Portland: :l\Iadam 
Speaker and gentlemen: I feel like 
the darkey who brought in to his 
maRter's table a turkey, and the 
master calied him to account after 
the dinner, and Raid, "I told you 
to get a native fowl and you brought 
in a wild turkey." "l'\ossa," said the 
darkeYo "I haven't brought in a wild 
turkey." And the master said, "Well, 
just look at those shot in the turkey; 
look at those shot." "Oh, Massa," 
said the darkey, "those shot never 
was intended for that turkey, they 
was intended for me." (Laughter.) 

I was very careful in my expres­
sion regarding the present Legisla­
ture. There never was a better. I 

, 
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said, and very carefully, that the 
Convention System, in the long run, 
would produce better results, and I 
was very careful to except present 
company. 'l'hank you. 

The SPEAKER pro tem: The 
question before the House is on the 
motion of the gentleman from Port­
land, Mr. Oakes, to accept the ma­
jority report of the Committee. Is 
the House ready for the question? 

A viva voce vote being doubted, 
A division of the House was had, 
Twelve having voted in the affirm-

ative and 86 in the negative, the mo­
tion to accept the majority report 
failed of passage. 

Thereupon, on motion by Mr. 
Hamilton of Caribou, the minority 
report of the Committee "ought not 
to pass" was accepted. 

(At this point the Speaker re­
sumed the Chair, the member from 
Hampden, Mrs. Allen, retiring amidst 
the applause of the House.) 

Mr. HAMILTON of Caribou: Mr. 
Speaker, on the Joint Order relative 
to Direct Primary, I would like to 
ask for information. As I under­
stand it, that was a Senate Order 
relative to the Oakes-Anthoine Bill 
and the competing measure. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
read the Order. 

(The Order was read.) 
Mr. HAMILTON: Mr. Speaker, I 

move that we concur with the Sen­
ate in its refusal to give this Order 
passage. 

'1'he SPEAKER: Is the House 
ready for the question? 

Mr. CUMMINGS of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to have the 
question explained. 

The SPEAKEH: The motion be­
fore the House is that the House 
concur with the Senate in refusing 
to pass this Order, the effect of 
which would be to submit the 
Oakes-Anthoine Bill as a competing 
measure to the Initiative Primary 
Bill. Is the House ready for the 
question? 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion to concur with the Senate 
prevailed. 

The ~;lPEAKER: The Chair pre­
sents, especially assigned for today, 
Senate Amendment A to Bill An Act 
relating to certain State Parks (S. 
P. 51::) (S. D. 213), tabled on April 
]st by Mr. Burnham of Kittery, 

pending the motion of the gentleman" 
from Portland, ::VIr. Nichols, to in­
definitely postpone. 

Mr. BFRNHAl\I of Kittery: Mr. 
Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Portland, Mr. Nichols. 

2\11'. NICHOLS of Portland: Mr. 
Speal~er, this is a matter relative to 
the old forts. The amendment of 
the Senate was to increase the 
amount from three thousand dollars 
to five thousand dollars. This is the 
matter I spoke of yesterday, which 
is taken care of in the appropriation 
bill, and if YOu vote this amount, 
you are voting the double amount 
in both bills. I think the gentle­
man from Kittery (Mr. Burnham) 
has satisfied himself' of that fact, 
and I now ask that the amendment 
of the Senate be indefinitely post­
poned, and then I will offer an 
amendment which will put the bill 
in proper form. 

The motion to indefinitely post­
pqne prevailed. 

Mr. NICHOLS: Mr. Speaker, I 
offer House Amendment A and move 
its adoption. 

House Amendment A to Senate 
Document No. :!1:~. Amend Senate 
Document 21::l by striking out all of 
Section :1 and further amending by 
striking out the words "Section 4" 
and inserting in place thereof the 
words "Section 3," and by striking 
out the words "Section 5" and in­
serting in place thereof the words 
"Section 4," and further amend by 
striking out the word "Machias," 
being the fourth wOl'd in line two of 
Section 1, and inserting in place 
thereof the word "l\IachiasporC' 

Mr. NICHOLS: Mr. Speaker, the 
object of the amendment, as I said 
before, is to put this appropriation 
under the General Appropriation 
Bill, and then Section 4 would be 
Section :1, and Section ;; would be 
Section -L And the bill as printed 
has the fort at l\lachias instead of 
Machiasport, and the object is to 
correct that. 

Thereupon, House Amendment A 
was adopted and the bill as amend­
ed was assigned for third reading 
tomorrow morning. 

The SPEAKER: The C1air pre­
sents bill an act relating to [eps of 
clerks of cities and towns (H. P. 
551) (H. D. 119) tabled on April 1st 
by Mr. Nichols of Portland pending 
reconSideration. The House passed 
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this bill to be engrossed as amended 
b~~ Senate Amendment A, and then 
passed the matter to be enacted. The 
matter went to the Senate and the 
Senate adopted Senate Amendment 
B. 

Thereupon, on motion by ]\1r. 
:"\ichols of Portland, the House voted 
to reconsider its action wherebv this 
bill was passed to be enacted; and 
on further motion by the same 
gentleman the House voted to re­
consider its action whereby the bill 
was passed to be engrosseci. 

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleas­
ure of the House that Senate Amend­
ment B be adopted in concurrence '? 

;VIr. BECKETT of Calais: Mr. 
Speaker and members of the House: 
I wonld like to call attention to the 
fact that this bill would not apply 
equally over the State. In those 
places wh erc the fees have been 
paid in the city or town, it would 
go to the treasury of the town, but 
in mR n~~ places in the State the ef­
fect of this bill would simply be to 
increase the salary of the Hecording 
Officer. 

The SPEA KElt: The question is 
on the adoption of Senate Amend­
lllent n. 

'\1,·. NICHOLS of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, I want to say that that may 
be true as regarding the long instru­
ments. The Town Clerk would re­
ceive more than lfifty cents for re­
cording long instruments. On in­
struments such as mortgages and 
deeds, where the books are not pro­
\~ided by the State, which are over 
two hundred a nd fifty words, the 
Town Clerk would receive a dollar. 
I do not think that is too much; the 
Town Clerks get little enough now, 
and while I am from the city, J am 
a little inclined to help out the 
towns. I think the Town Clerks 
should re('eive a dollar for record­
ing an instrument of over two hun­
dred and fifty words, where they 
have to write out every 'word. J 
would not do it. for a dollar, and J 
think \~er,. few of you here would 
do it for a dollar. I hope both 
Amendments will be adopted. 

Mr. PALTITEH of Island Falls: Mr. 
Rpea],er, the evidence before the 
Committee on Salaries and Fees all 
went to show that it costs twice as 
much to record the different instru­
ments than the Clerks of the cities 
receive. They had to payout of the 
treasury for recording these instrll­
ments. Xow, if it costs the cities and 

larger towns double the amount that 
they receive for recording, surely it 
must cost the Clerk of a small town 
just as much time in proportion as 
it does a city, and I think they should 
be just as much entitled to the ex­
tra fee. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion to adopt Senate Amendment 
B prevailed, and the bill as amended 
was passed to be engrossed. 

On motion by Mr. Thompson of 
Rockland, recessed until four o'clock 
this afternoon. 

After Recess 
The House was called to order by 

the Spea]{er. 

Papers from the Senate, out of 
order, under suspension of the rules 
diHposed of in concurrence. 

l"rom the Senate: Heport of the 
committee on Al)Dropriations and 
~'inancial Affairs reporting ought not 
to pass on bill an act to establish a· 
State Contingent fund and a sur­
plus revenue account and regulating 
the same, S. P.47f), S. D. 185. 

Comes from the Senate report 
read and accepted, and the bill 
passed to be engrossed as amend­
ed by Senate Amendment A. 

In the House, report read and 
accepted in concurrence, Senate 
Amendment A adopted in concur­
rence, and the bill had it two se\"­
eral readings, and tomolTow assign­
ed for third reading. 

SC'tIate Bills in First Reading 
S. P. Cl17: An act relating to the 

supervision, regulation and conduct 
of the transportation of persons on'r 
the public highways of the State of 
Maine by automobiles, jitney busses, 
and auto stages by the Public rtili­
ties CommiRsion, and to pro\"ide for 
the furnishing of security for civil 
liability on account of personal in­
juries and property damage ('ausec] 
by same. 

l<~rom the Senate: J\1ajorit:<' report 
of the committee on Public Health on 
bill, An Act permitting sterilizing' 
operations in certain cases of feeble­
mindedness (S. P. No. 412) S. Doc. 1'0. 
150) reporting same in new draft (s. 
P. No. 604) (S. Doc. No. 274) under 
SRmo" title and that it ought to pass. 
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Report was signed by the following 
members: 
Messrs. PHILLIPS of Hancock 

MINER of Washington 
ALLEN of York 

-of the Senate 
MITCHELL of Houlton 
HARRIMAN of Readfield 
PEASLEE of Bath 
GREENLEAF of Auburn 
SPEAR of Portland 
PIERCE of Sanford 

-of the House 
Minority report of same committee 

reporting ought not to pass on same 
bill. 

Report was signed by the following 
member: 

Mr. McDONALD of East Machias. 
-of the House 

Comes from the Senate majority re­
port accepted and the new draft 
passed to be engrossed. 

In the House: 
Mr. EUSTIS of Strong: Mr. Speak­

er, I move to accept the majority re­
port in concurrence with the Senate. 

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure 
of the House that this report be ac­
"epted? 

Mr. McDONALD of East Machias: 
Mr. Speaker, I wish to say just a few 
words to the House in regard to thi~ 

measure. I signed the minority re­
port of this committee after having 
givE'n this matter a great deal of 
study and consideration. Thc bill, as 
"\vo saw it originally, authorizes the 
State of Maine to perform certain sur­
gical operations upon certain classes 
of people known as feeble-minded, for 
the purpose of sterilization. This is 
not a minor operation by any moans 
as we have been led to believe from 
certain quarters, but it is a major sur­
gical operation and consists in remov­
ing certain parts of the human body 
from those persons, for the purposes 
named, that is, rendering them inca­
pable of reproduction. To my mind, 
this is rather a vicious piece of legis­
lation for several reasons. A feeble­
minded person who should be in an in­
stitution where he or she could be 
properly cared for, subjected to such 
an operation as is here proposed, 
whether they be a male or a female, 
and turned loose-as the argument is 
that they may be in some way self­
supporting-seems to mc to be a 
rather dangerous thing to do as far as 
the young people of any community 
are concerned. 

Take, for instance, a feeble-minded 

young girl, sterilized and turned loose. 
She is not obliged to have any placard 
on her back stating that she is in that 
condition before she can become the 
victim of exploitation on the part of 
unscrupulous men and boys; and it is 
only a question of a comparatively 
short time before such a person is the 
subject of venereal disease, and we 
will find that the disease will he 
sprefld very rapidly by just such a 
person as this; and I believe that a 
person of this kind, too, exercises a 
bad influence on the boys and girls in 
any community. 

Further, such persons, from their 
mental condition, have naturally 
vicious habits; they are bad; they are 
[:ot the kind of people that you would 
want to have associating with your 
girls Or with YOUI' boys. And why 
should the State of Maine take this 
position of sterilizing and simply 
making them incapable of reproduc­
tion? I believe it is bad. 

This law has been passed in several 
states and those states have had 
rather "ad experiences with them. In 
the state of Ohio, SOme years ago, 
this law was passed and it was found 
to work badly, and they were on the 
point of repealing it when the Su­
preme Court of Ohio declared it un­
constitutional. This same thing hap­
pened in the state of New Jersey; 
they passed this law and after some 
time the State courts of New Jersey 
declared it unconstitutional. This 
same law WflS passed in the state of 
New York, and [:ot a solitary opera­
tion was alluwed to be performed be­
fore the courts were asked to pasS' 
upon it, and they did, and they said, 
in no uncertain terms, that it ",~as un­
constitutional, and recommended its 
repeal, and it was repealed. 

Now, if we are anxious to take care 
of this class of people, why not put 
them in an institution where they be­
long? I realize that we have not quite 
enough room down at Pownal to ac­
commodate all of these people who 
should be there, but we should take 
some step in this direction even if we 
do layout a little money and our tax 
rates are a little higher than ordi­
narily. 

'1'he medical profession have inves­
tigated this matter very thoroughly, 
and instead of sterilization, they have 
recommended that these people be 
properly cared for in insitutions. And 
I have in my hand one of the latest 
works on that proposition, "Nelson's 
Loose Leaf Living Medicine" and this 
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is a copy of the latest report that 
came out only last year; and in speak­
ing of sterilization, it tells about the 
experiences that the different states 
have had with it, and they in every 
instance condemn the practice. 

This same law was before us two 
years ago and we let it slip by and it 
was enacted but it was vetoed by 
Governor Baxter; and I think it is a 
great mistal,e for us to go on record 
as passing this la\v under the circulll­
stances where it has been passed in 
other states <lnd even passed upon by 
the Supreme COUl'ts of other states as 
unconstitutional. (Applause) 

Mr. EUSTIS of Strong: Mr. Speak­
er, I would like to speak briefly in fa­
vor of this bill and try to answer the 
questions of the b"entleman who has 
just spo],en. In order to understand 
the question before us, it seems to me 
that two questions must be answered. 
First, what we mean by "feeble­
minded persons" and second, is such 
a la \" necessary? 

By a feeble-minded person we re­
fer to a person having a mental 
capacity not exceeding that of a 
child of twelve to fourteen years. 
Such a person may be physically an 
adult, but possesses the mind of a 
child. \Ve now recognize three 
classes of feeble-mindedness: idiots, 
imbeciles and morons. The lowest 
class, idiots, calls for intelligence 
ranging from nothing up to that of 
a child of two years. They are in­
capable of taking oare properly of 
their physical wants. The feeble­
minded cannot distinguish between 
right and wrong; they cannot con­
trol their animal passions. 

Now, let us take up the second 
question, is such a law necessary? 
There are at present three hundred 
thousand cases of feeble-mindedness 
in the enited States. Professor El­
wood, of the University of Missouri, 
finds that nearly one-half of the 
almshouse population of that State 
are feeble-minded. In the state of 
Indiana 26.9 per cent of the paupers 
in the poor asylums are feeble­
minded, While 4Cl per cent are either 
feeble-minded, insane or epileptic. 

Tn our own State approximately 
twenty-three hundred outside the 
institution at Pownal are feeble­
minded. Almost endless investiga­
tions have been made upon the sub­
ject and the results are striking-Iy 
similar. Xew York, Ohio, Xew Jer­
sev and New Hampshire all agree 
th~t feeble-minded ness is one of the 

chief causes of vice, misery and de­
linquency. Of vital importance in 
our consideration of the problem is 
the fact that feeble-mindedness is 
hereditary. Enough stUdies have 
now been made to convince us that 
this is true. Such men as Galton, 
,Voods, Thompson and Goddard have 
all given us convincing proof. 

It is well known and generally 
conceded that eighty per cent of the 
feeble-minded have feeble-minded 
fathers or mothers. The children of 
feeble-minded parents are invariably 
feeble-minded; there is the cele­
brated JUke case of New York 
where they have traced back the 
descendants of one man and it was 
found that eighteen hundred were 
in penal institutions, insane asylums 
and hospitals in that state. 

Let us take a case here in :Maine: 
A certain family has been traced 
back for four generations, and it has 
been found that of this family there 
have been forty-two public charges. 
Seven are now in the institution at 
Pownal. In 1912 and 1913 the cost of 
the care of this family to the State 
of Maine was $16,965.08. The entire 
cost of this family, it is estimated, 
will be approximately half a million 
dollars. Think of the saving to the 
State if this famfIy could have been 
cut off from its source! 

1-; Maine any worse off than the 
other states on this matter? I say 
that we are. From 1910 to 1920 the 
population of the State of Maine in­
creased by twenty-five thousand. 
'rhe increase bv the excess of birth 
over death for 'this same period was' 
forty-three hundred. This means 
that eighteen hundred had left the 
State. and those who left the State 
certainly were not feeble-minded. 

Of those who registered for the 
,Vorld ,Var, the Surgeon General 
tells us that 6.S per cent of every 
one thousand were mentally defec­
tive. In the State of Maine the 
average was 7.16 per one thousand. 
Ohviously, ::\Iaine does not have a 
very good standing. 

We are forced to admit by these 
the seriousness of the problem, and 
admitting this, what is the remedy? 
There is only one sure cure for this 
situation, and that is to stop the· 
production of morons. Such a rem­
edy naturally shocks the mind at 
first thought. Violent measures at 
once come to your mind, but no such 
violent measures fire necessary. 
Propagation must be stopped by one' 
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of two ways: first, by segregation; 
or second, by sterilization. 

Let us consider the situation here 
in Maine in the light of these two 
possibilities. We maintain in Maine 
an excellent and well-managed State 
Home for the Feeble-minded at 
Pownal. For the past year the aver­
age number of patients has been five 
hundred and sixteen, and with the 
·opening of a new dormitory in a 
few weeks, the capacity will be six 
hundred and eighty-five; but even 
with this increased capacity, the de­
mand far exceeds the facilities. 

The cost for personal services, 
maintenance, repairs and- .equipment 
for last year was approximately 
$183,000, or $355.40 per inmate. This 
does not include the cost of the new 
dormitory, Which was approximately 
$180,000. The expenditures next year, 
with the increased number of in­
mates, will be $250,000, figuring at 
the same cost per inmate. 

To adequately conduct the institu­
tion at its present size, a new ad­
ministration building and hospital, 
a! a combined cost of $240,000, are 
vItally needed. Thus, we see that 
with the annual expenditure of one­
third of a million dollars, we are 
taking care, by segregation, of but 
3. very small percentage of the num-

·ber of feeble-minded in our State, 
and the number is constantly in­
creasing. Every year one hundred 
and thirty-one more feeble-minded 
are born in the State of Maine. It 
would take fifteen new buildings at 
a cost of $2,700,000, and additional 
facilities at probably an equal cost, 
to take care of the entire number of 
feeble-minded in our State by segre­
gation. 

For personal service, maintenance 
repairs and eqUipment, the cost 
would be over one million dollars a 
year, and by the time we secure the 
segregation of these, hundreds more 
would have been born. Thus we see 
the futility of attempting, b~ segre­
gation alone, to take care of this 
problem. A simple operation now 
makes possible, I am told, the steril­
ization of men and women without 
taking away any normal function of 
sex except the creation of offspring. 
Over twenty states now have a bill 
similar to the one considered. And 
in some, it is compulsory. In this 
biII under consideration It is not 
compulsory. Consent must be ob­
tained from the patient and also 
from the guardian or relative; also 

from two physicians of five years' 
standing. 

There are many patients at Pow­
nal who could support themselves 
were it not for the great danger of 
their becoming the parents of fee­
ble-minded children. Certain states 
have attempted to reach the crimi­
nally insane by a similar and more 
drastic law, but proponents of this 
bill believe in concentrating on the 
prevention of procreation by the ab­
solutely feeble-minded. 

We recognize the dangers to in­
dividuals by sterilization and have 
earnestly sought to insure that this 
power, if entrusted to the State, will 
be earnestly, conservatively and hu­
manely wielded. It has been said 
that a law of this nature interferes 
with individual rights, but the 
rights of the individual cease at the 
point where they interfere with the 
well-being of the group. Or again. 
it has already been said that this 
bill will lead to increased prostitu­
tion, and a resultant spread of dis­
ease. I have shown the impossi­
bility of segregation of the entire 
number of feeble-minded cases; 
then, it must come down to the ques­
tion: Do you prefer to allow these 
girls to be on' the streets diseased, 
and having children, or do you pre­
fer them diseased, and not having 
children? There can be no doubt 
of your answer. 

Again, it has been said that the 
law is unconstitutional. 'rhe law as 
written is constitutional. It is not 
compulsory, and the consent of the 
patient or relative must be obtained. 
New York State, whicn was men­
tioned, had a different law than this. 
In that State the law was compUl­
sory, and it included criminaIS- of 
all kinds. There was no chance of 
recourse to the courts. 

If you could visit the State Home 
for Feeble-minded children at Pow­
nal, there would be no doubt of 
your vote upon this matter. There 
in one room, where the worst cases 
are kept, were fifty to sixty-I 'hard­
ly !know what to call them-not hu­
man beings-with not an atom of 
intelligence-worse than animals. It 
would almost seem that it would be 
better, for themselves, for their fam­
ilies, and for the State-and I say 
it consciously when I say it-if by 
some law they could be put out of 
existence. 

It is to accomplish the prevention 
of further propagation of such as 
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these that thiR law is contemplated. 
(Applause. ) 

Mr. McDONALD of East Machias: 
Mr. Speaker, maL I ask a question 
through the Chair of the gentleman 
from Strong, Mr. Eustis. I would 
like to ask him what effect he thinks 
sterilization would hnxe had on the 
McDonald hoy down in Hancock 
'Countv who murdered the school 
teach~r last vear? He was feeble­
minded and ~as a proper subject for 
an institution. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
mav reply if he desires. 

Mr. ELTSTIS of Strong: I will say, 
Mr. Speaker, that if that boy had 
been sterilized, and other boys of his 
class, to stop them from producing 
children, it might prevent a similar 
crime in the future. 

The SPEAKER: The question be­
fore the House is on the motion of 
the gentleman from Strong, Mr. 
Eustis, that the majority report of 
the Committee, ought to pass, be ac­
cepted. 

Mr. SPEAR of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, I ask for a division. 

The SPEAKER: A division is re­
quested. Is the House ready for the 
question? 

A division of the House being had, 
Fifty-three having voted in the 

affirmative and 6:1 in the negative, 
the motion to accept the majorfty 
report, ought to lJass, failed of 
passage. 

Thereupon. on motion by Mr. Mc­
Donald of East Machias. the House 

"voted to accept the minority report 
of the (Committee, "ought not to 
pass." 

Mr. WING of Auburn: Mr. Speak­
er, I move that we reconsider the 
vote just taken, in order that we 
may keep our matters four-Rqllare 
"with thoRe in the Senate. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Auburn, 1\Ir. Wing, JTlOVeS re­
consideration of the vote just taken 
whereby the minority report of the 
Committee, ought not to pass, was 
accepted. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion to reconsider failed of pas­
sage. 

From the Senate: Majol'ity Re­
port of the Committee on Towns re­
porting ought to pass on bill "An Act 
to divide the Town of Jonesport and 
incornorate the Town of Beals." (S. 
P. 2Sri) (S. Doc. 10:)). 

Report was signed by the follow­
ing members: 
Messrs. BFZZELL of Oxford 

-of the Senate 
"B'RIEND of Etna 
COLE of West Gardiner 
MEARS of Waldo 
ROBINSON of Scarboro 
HARIUNGTON of Wales 
LEWIS of Cumberland 

-of the House 
::\Iinority Report of same Commit­

tee reporting Ought not to pass on 
same Bill. 

Report was signed by the follow­
ing members: 
Messrs. CASE of Washington 

MAHER of Kennebec 
-of the Senate 

MITCHELL of Newfield 
-of the House 

Comes from the Senate majority 
report read and accepted and the 
bill passed to be engrossed. 

In the House: 
Mr. PIKE of Lubec: Mr. Speaker, 

I move the acceptance of the minor­
ity report, ought not to pass, and 
yield the floor to Mr. Beckett of 
Calais. 

Mr. BECKETT of Calais: Mr. 
Speaker and members of the House: 
I am somewhat at a disadvantage on 
this question from not having heard 
the evidence before the committee 
at this session. Though I very much 
wished to attend that session, the 
committee on Legal Affairs had oth­
er work and it was impossible for 
me to leave. Two years ago, how­
eyer, I heard the evidence presented 
to the committee and listened to the 
debate before the House and Senate 
at that time. From all I can learn 
it does not seem to me that the 
situation is materially different than 
it was two years ago or four years 
ago. It has been the opinion of the 
delegation from Washington county 
that a division was not advisable. 
The matter of schools has been par­
ticularly the reason for a division 
that has been put forth. I have 
talked with representatives of the 
educational department, and I am 
informed that it would not be p" 
sible for the town of Beals, if set 
off and organized, to carryon a high 
school of the standing which we 
have endeavored to have in our 
State. The people of Beals Island 
expressed themselves as being will­
ing to undertake to. carryon such 
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a school; but I am advised, as stat­
ed, by those who it seemed to m r 

were in a position to know, that it 
would be impossible for them to do 
so. As we all know the tendency 
is not to have more schools, but 
fewer schools and better ones, to 
concentrate, to have better teachers 
and more teachers; and the opinion 
bas been expressed that even if this 
division came about, it would be not 
very long before the pupils of Beals 
who wished to attend high school 
would be attending the high school 
at Jonesport or some other place. 

I 1lave expressed to the people re­
siding on the island, to some of 
them, and to some of them residing 
on the mainland, that I wished that 
these people could get together in a 
dispassionate way, possibly some­
thing granted on one side and some­
thing granted on the other, and 
amicably tak.e care of this matter. 
I believe that these matters have got 
to the point where there is bad 
blood, as we sometimes express it, 
on both sides, and where they are 
really incapable of coming together; 
and so it is for us residents of Wash­
ington county, so it is for us resi­
dents of the State of Maine, to take 
this matter and dispassionately look 
it over and decide as we think best 
on what evidence can be put be­
fore us. 

It is my personal opinion, and, as I 
have stated, the opinion of the dele­
gation from Washington county­
and when I state that it may be 
called to my attention that the vote 
of that delegation has not been un­
animous, but I was told by the mem­
ber who voted for the division that 
he did it accidentally, not under­
standing his vote. I believe that it 
is better that there should be no 
division, and I believe that if we 
consider this matter dispassionately, 
considering the evidence we have as 
to schoolS, etc.,-and we must ad­
mit that the matter of schools is 
the only thing before us because it 
is all I-seem to hear,-that it would 
be better that there should be no 
division; and I trust this House will 
vote to retain Jonesport as organ­
ized. (Applause). 

The SPEAKER: Is the House 
ready for the question? 

Mr. SNOW of Brunswiclk: Mr. 
Speaker, I move that when the vote 
is taken, it be taken by yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. LAMSON of So. Portland: Mr. 

Speaker, I guess perhaps we have all 
heard something concerning the di­
vision of the town of Jonesport and 
incorporating Beals Island. [have 
been quite interested in this and I 
think I understand quite thoroughly 
the situation as it exists down there 
and as it has existed for more than 
twenty years. As a matter of fact 
the people of .Jonesport and Beals 
Island have had a division already. 
!'eople have come from Beals Island 
and have asked from time to time 
measures and improvements wher-e­
b)' they might acquire an educalion 
by high school privileges. The COl1-
dilion there is something like this: 
It is divid'ed by a strip of watel' 
C'Jnl;ng from the Bay of l<~undy, per­
haps three-quarters of a mile wide. 
;,n',one who has evec been down in 
th~.t 8{'('tion knows bow hazardous it 
is to cross tbat ~trip of water in the 
'Wi~l( er time, and I was impressed lJy 
", I, at one mother said before the 
committee. She said "I <1""11 tbe 
mother of four children, two of 
wbom are of school age. I wonder 
hew you would like if you should 
Yave to sit in the window and watch 
those scholars go across that strip of 
v{[de,' in the winter time in an OpE'" 
bc·a t, the vapor flying, and wonder­
inS" whether they would get acro.;;s, 
H.nel then wondering how they were 
going to get back." 

Many of them, or some of them at 
least, in their desire to gain an edu­
cation do go across on to the main­
land, and they are obliged to pay 
their board and some of them work 
thE'ir board over there in order to 
get a high school education. 

The people of this island came 
here two years ago and I heard the 
talk and knew the conditions, and I 
thought the conditions would b'~ 
remedied after the hearing; but I 
can tell you that they were not. 
remedied and the conditions are 
even worse today than they were 
two years ago. It is a fact that there 
is no possible chance for a recon-
dilation. . 

Mv colleague, Mr. Beckett of Cahus, 
say; he is of thE' opinion that they 
ca;'not afford a high school and that 
the town would be so small that it 
\vould be· unable to afford a high 
school. There are towns down in 
that vicinitv of less population now 
than Beal's' Island will be and they 
are sustaining a high school. I refer 
to the town of Columbia Falls, the 
town of Columbia, the town of Jones-
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boro, which was divided some years 
ago, and the town of Dennysville, all 
towns which are smaller than this 
proposed town. 

I heard the argumel'ts all the way 
throug-h and I heard the proponents 
of th{s bill, and I guess if you men 
had been there and heard the condI­
tions described-as one good attorney 
said to me, he believed that their cas" 
was 0'0 well built up that if it had 
been before a judge and jury, the 
judg-e would have dirl)cted a verdict. 
I do not think it is well to have that 
hazard being carried on. It is a 
serious thing, and \vhen people COD1e 

here Hnd ask for a thing of this sort 
I lmow that they are very much in 
earnest as is evidenced by ,vhat ~~ou 

have heard in the past few days. 
This is a natural division. This 

proposed to\\"n is a thrifty one and it 
is able to build a high school if they 
have to dig down In their own pock­
ets to do it, and they \vant the privi­
lege of doing it. They have three 
boat-J:milding plants there; they have 
seven stores; they ha \'e one of the 
finest machine shops on the coast of 
Maine. They ar~ thrifty, earnest, 
honest, God-fearIng citizens CODling 
here for their rights. Oh, you say, I 
do not believe in the policy of divid­
ing towns. No, it is rather a poor 
policy. I do not believe in divorces, 
and yet a wise Legislature has provid­
ed that when conditions are bad or 
wrong-, some relief can be granted. I 
think I can hear in the olden days old 
King George III shedding his crocodile 
tears and telling- what a shame it wa R 

to cut off the Colonies; but your old 
forefathers and mine thought differ­
ently. I suppose that some hundred 
Or more years ago, when our State 
wished to be divided and wished to go 
by itself', that there was considerable 
0)' position_ to that; but it was a pretty 
good thing "after all. Maine has done 
fairly well and so has her mothe!' 
state. In my own city of South Port­
land we have a division. The time 
was when it was all Cape Elizabeth. 
Conditions ,vere rather uncertain. 
Jealousies \ver{~ engendered and cer­
tain thing'S happened. You have all 
been through this and you kno\\' how 
it is and so they decided to cut the 
town in two, which they did; and-I am 
sure, if YOU know those two towns, 
you '\\ ~~l say they are prosperous and 
they are still good friends one to the 
other. 

Now in dividing this island of Beals, 
they are not going to take it away 

from J onesllort; they are not going to 
lug iL ;Jff-I wish they would up into 
Casco Bay-but they are going to 
leave it right there and they will be 
good citizens, prosperous citizens, and 
you 'will do a piece of constructive 
legis!"iion that will be a credit to the 
State. (Applause) 

Mr. I,fcDONALD of East Machias: 
Mr. Speaker and members of the 
House: I was sitting one evening in 
my room down here on State Street 
and m~- eyes [ell on this verse on 
the wall: 
"A wise old owl once lived in an oak, 
The more he saw the less he spoke; 
The less he spoke the more he heard 
Why can't we be like this wise old 

bird." 
I religiously followed that idea un­

til within the last few days, and 
then I realized the position of the 
man without a country who said: 

"Breathes there a man with soul so 
dead 

Who never to himself has said, 
Tllis is my own, my native land." 

This matter before us today, mem­
hers of the Legislature, deals with 
the affairs of m.I' county of Wash­
ington; and when I say "my" I mean 
t.he county in which I was born and 
have spent m:, life up to this time. 
No person has greater reverence for 
the locality in which he lives than 
I do, and I very much regretted it 
when this matter ('ame into the Leg­
islature. The' 'first \\'e l,new of this 
thing was when memhel'S of this 
Legislature outside of "Washington 
county camc to some of us and said, 
"'Ve are going to divide your town of 
Jonesport." That seemed to me, 
members of the House, a little bit 
harsh trpatment for the Washington 
county members. Had somebody 
from some other count): had such a 
proposition as this to deal with and 
had come to me for support, I natu­
rally would have said to them, "r 
think you had better consult with 
the delegation in the county where 
the town is located"; and we feel, 
gentlemen and lady of this House, 
as if we had been sort of un faidy 
dealt with when such a movement 
was started here without ever hav­
ing consulted any members of the 
Washington county delegation. I 
realize, at the same time, that you, 
as representati\'es of the whole State 
of Maine, have a perfect right to do 
this if .vou think it fair and just; 
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but, when you do that, do not argue 
to me about home rule. It seems 
to me that it is unfair for anything 
of this kind to be started. 

'l'he main reasons advocated here 
are the reasons given to the mem­
bers of this Legislature 'why the town 
of Jonesport should be divided are 
classed under three classes, politi­
cal, in the interest of the schools, 
and later I shall tell you of a third 
reason why we think this applica­
tion is made for the division of this 
town. They say that from a politi­
cal standpoint it would be a good 
thing for the Republican party to 
divide the town of Jonesport. Now 
let me tell you as a member of the 
minority party that I do not think 
there is any need of any of you 
people worrying about the affairs of 
the Republican party down in Wash­
ington county. We have one or two 
politicians in the party down there 
who are abundantly able to cope 
with the situation; so there is ab­
solutely no political ground here at 
all. The members of the Washing­
ton county delegation, as you kno'N, 
are made up of five Republican rep­
resentatives and three Democratic 
representatives. There is an old say­
ing that politics make strange bed­
fellows, but no delegation in this 
Legislature has been more in har­
mony in everything that it under­
took than the Washington county 
delegation. 

The first petition from these peti­
tioners for a division of the town of 
Jonesport came in 1921, and the rea­
son given at that time by the pro­
ponents of the bill was that they 
were being slighted so far as their 
school property was concerned. They 
had made an application a short 
time before that to have some trou­
ble remedied with the schoolhouse. 
and the Relectmen of Jonesport sent 
a mnn over there to see what the 
trouble was and he found a little 
trouble with the chimney-a defec­
tive fiue-which he remedied in a 
short time. At the same time they 
come up here in 1921, and when I 
f'ay "they" I mean the residents of 
the island of Beals-and I want to 
pay my respect to them in the kind­
est way. They are a very progres­
sive class of people and they are a 
very nice class of people. I have no 
words of criticism for them at all. 
'They are my neighbors and I trust 
my friends; at least I feel friendly 
toward them. They asked at that 

time that they be given a junior 
high school and after that hearing 
the selectmen of Jonesport went 
back to their homes. They had al­
ready had their annual town meet­
ing. They called a special town 
meeting and appropriated money to 
build the junior high school, which 
they did, and they had at that time 
some eight scholars of that grade. 

In 1923 the petitioners came to 
this Legislature and asked to be di· 
vided on the ground that they had 
not any suitable high school. Now 
I want to call your attention to the 
number of scholars which they have 
of high school age in Beals. They 
have had during the last year, I 
think, eleven scholars. One of them 
will graduate this year from the 
high school in Jonesport, 'leaving 
ten. They have in the 'first year of 
the junior high two scholars and in 
the second year of the junior high 
they have six scholars, making a 
total of about eighteen scholars that 
would attend the high school in the 
course of a year. But the argument 
is put forth here that they have 
forty or fifty high school scholars. 
Now if they have eight scholars in 
the two years in the junior high, 
how in the world are they ever go­
ing to have forty scholars in the 
high school, because your junior 
high must naturally be the source 
from which you get your scholars 
for your high school? I do not see 
how you can practically do any­
thing different. We do not find but 
lL comparatively few of the young 
people who have grown up on this 
island in the last few years that have 
made any effort to get a high school 
education. I believe there have been 
a few and they certainly are entitled 
to a great deal of credit for the ef­
forts which they made in doing so. 
I believe one of them, Mrs. Carver, 
is a graduate of some school, and I 
think there is a young gentleman 
from there who a fe,w years ago 
left Jonesport or Deals and went out 
somewhere and got a good educa­
tion. I think a great deal of credit 
belongs to these two or three young 
people who have been really ambi­
tious and really desirous to get an 
education. Others- are there who 
claim they had not the proper ad­
vantages. Why could not they have 
gone out and secured a high school 
education as well as Mrs, Carver and 
this young man that I have referred 
to? I do not think you will find any 
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great difficulty in arriving at the 
proper conclusion in regard to the 
number of high school scholars there 
on the island. 

It is argued here by the gentleman 
from South Portland (Mr. Lamson) 
that many of the smaller towns are 
supporting high schools. That is 
very true. but the most of those 
towns have some .surrounding towns 
that help to furnish the pupils for the 
high school, and they are not from 
an island like Beals Island. Many of 
the scholars attending high schools 
in the small towns come from towns 
at a considerable distance from the 
town in which the high school is 
located, and many of them come 
into the town where the high school 
is and board there the year around, 
and the town from which they come 
pays the tuition, and the scholars 
pay their board. Now under the 
same circumstances, if the scholars 
from Beals Island came to Jonesport 
and boarded there during the whole 
of the school year, they would be 
suffering no more hardship than the 
scholars from half the small towns 
in the State of ::"Ilaine. Now what 
has the town of Jonesport done to­
ward assisting those scholars to get 
over there. "'lYe ail know that in the 
elementary grades that you are 
obliged to furnish transportation: 
but ~ so far as the high school 
scholars are concerned, no town in 
the State of Maine is obliged to fur­
nish transportation. The- town of 
Jonesport, however, has even been 
furnishing transportation for the 
high school scholars of Beals Island, 
and they have been doing it illeg­
ally at that. Now if that is not a 
fair proposition to the people of 
Beals Island, I do not know what is. 
The citizens of Jonesport have tried 
their best to do everything in their 
power for these scholars on Beals 
Island to secure an education. 

Now the matter of the number of 
scholars required to carryon a high 
school successfully I think is pretty 
well taken care of by a letter from 
Dr. Thomas, the Commissioner of 
Education. He had occasion to go 
down there and investigate affairs 
on a complaint from the pE'ople of 
Beals that they were not being used 
pronerly. He did go down there and 
he had the impression, as my friend 
from South Portland (Mr. Lamson) 
said, that it was threE'-quart('rs of a 
mile across thE' Rench from .Tones­
port to Beals Island: but ns I re-

member the circumstances he got a 
young fellow to take him over, I 
think, who carries the United States 
mail. 'l'his fellow has a mail con­
tract for carrying the mail one­
third of a mile across from 
Beals Island to the main land. Dr. 
Thomas reported that conditions 
down there Y"ere very good indeed. 
He was quite satisfied and very 
much surprised after all the com­
plaints made in regard to the school 
conditions on Beals Island. Here is 
a letter that he wrote only yester­
day: 

"Referring to your question con­
cerning the high school situation on 
Beals Island and the possible result 
of a division of the town on the high 
school situation, permit me to say 
that in my judgment the school 
might not be materially changed," 
meaning, of course, by this division. 
And I submit to you, members of 
this Legislature, that it is a pretty 
good argument, and whether Beals 
is separated or ~ not I think you 
grasp Dr. Thomas' idea that there 
never will be any high school on 
there if you do grant a division. He 
savs further: "The Beals Island 
p~ople would have one of two oppor­
tunities. First, to establish a small 
high school which might be rather 
expensive if made an A-class school. 
Small high schools are not usually 
the most efficient and are gener.ally 
expensive." This is exactly t?e Idea 
that we have in regard to thIS mat­
ter. If the people of Beals Island 
had a high school, it would of neces­
sitv have to be a small one and nat­
ur~llY inefficient: and Dr. .Thot;'as 
takes the same view of the SItuatIOn. 

Second, they could take advantage 
of the Jonesport high school by 
making arranp;ements with the :~m­
mittee and paying a regular tUItIon. 
which would be exactly the same 
condition as you have today except 
that they would pay their tuition to 
the town of Jonesport, if they sent 
their scholars there, and also pay for 
transportation which the town of 
.Jonesport is now furnishinp; them. 
So much for that. 

Now there is a third proposition 
that the town of .Tonesport believes 
ha~ a great deal to do with thi~ mat­
ter of separation of Bea]'s and Jones­
port: and if you notice in the bill for 
separation this year, at this session 
of the Legislature, it is a little dif­
ferent from the one before, and that 
is, in regard to the fishing privilege on 
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the Island of Beals which many of us 
in that vicinity believe is the meat of 
this whole matter that we are here to­
day considering. On the island of 
Beals there are a great many fishing 
privileges and they are valuable. They 
were originally owned by the inhabi­
tants of Beals, but a few years ago 
a brother of Mrs. Charles Henry 
Beals, one of the proponents of the 
bill to divide the town, sold to the Sea­
coast Packing Company some very 
valuable weir privileges for which he 
received the sum of twenty thousand 
dollars. A little later the Seacoast 
Canning Company sold these same 
privileges to some other parties down 
there. one of the members of this 
House being an interested party, and 
also a member of the Governor's Coun­
cil. They bought these privileg'es and 
paid for them. They have been 
granted the privilege of erecting 
weirs on there which have proved a 
good investment. They are a good in­
vestment for any man who owns them. 
Now, then, as you all know, a petition 
has to be signed in order to get weir 
privileges and that petition has to be 
considered by the selectmen of the 
town in which the weirs are located. 
The selectmen of Jonesport have ad­
ways had the privilege, under the 
town of Jonesport as it exists today, 
of granting these weir privileges. 
Now if the town of Beals is set off 
from the town of Jonesport, it is a 
pretty easy matter to know who is 
likely to be the first selectman of 
Beals when it is divided from Jones­
port; and I submit that it would nat­
urally be Mr. Charles Henry Beals. 
After his brother sold these weir 
privileges to the Seacoast Canning 
Company, Mr. Beals came in and 
asl<ed the privilege to erect another 
weir in the fish way of the best weir 
in Eastern Bay. This petition was re­
ferred to the board of selectmen of 
the town of Jonesport. His brother­
in-law, Captain Alley, was one of the 
selectmen. Mr. Mansfield of Jones­
port was also one of the selectmen, 
and he was an interested party, being 
a part owncr in the Seacoast Canning 
Company. Captain Oscar Look was 
the third member. The petition was 
considered by this Board of Selectmen. 
It was proposed to these people that 
as Mr. Mansfield and Captain Alley 
were both interested parties, it would 
be just as well for them to leave the 
matter to Captain Look; but Captain 
Alley declined to accept that proposi­
tion. At the hearing it was brought 

out that the granting of the weir in 
this fishway would probably destroy 
the usefulness of the original weir, 
and Captain Alley, a member of the 
Board of Selectmen, admitted that 
that was the fact, "but," he said, "I 
think I would like to give a permit to 
Mr. Beals to erect a weir at this 
point," admitting that he knew that it 
would destroy the original weir, and 
that is absolutely contrary to the laws 
of the State of Maine in regard to the 
erection of weirs. You cannot erect a 
second weir where it will destroy the 
value of the other. We believe, mem­
bers of the House, that this is the 
whole meat and substance of this di­
vorce between Beals Island and 
Jonesport. 

Another very significant fact in this 
connection is this: At this time we 
are asking for many of the islands 
around Beals to be set off with the 
island of Deals to make the new town, 
and it is a significant fact that near­
ly every island that has any weir 
privilege at all is to be included in the 
new town of Beals, but there are two 
or three other islands around there 
having no weir prIvileges, and they do 
not have any particular use for those 
islands. Now we believe that is ~ 
very significant fact in regard to this 
whole proposition. 

I have here a great many telegrams 
from different people, people who own 
real estate, large taxpayers, people 
who own real estate On Beals and 
other islands surrounding it. One of 
them is from the William Underwood 
Cnmj1any, one of the largest cannIng­
companies in eastern Maine, as fol­
lows: "We are absolutely opposed to 
the division of the town of Jonesport. 
Please use your influence to prevent 
it," and, by the way, this was sent 
to Senator Case at the Augusta Hous". 
Here is another one: "Senator Irving 
W. Case, Senate Chamber, Augusta, 
Maine. As owners of property on 
Deals IRland we seriously object to 
separation from Jonesport. In our 
opinion it will reduce value and will 
not be a progressive move. (Signed) 
Rockport Granite Company." 

vVe have here about twenty more 
signed by prominent Dusin8ss men 
of the town of Jonesport against di­
VISIOn. Now I do not want to de­
tain you any longer; but I do thinh 
if you consider this matter very 
carefully, you will find that, as we 
say, the fishing industry has more 
to do with dividing this town than 
any other proposition. 
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The distance across there is one­
third of a mile. I presume every 
member of the committee saw a pic­
ture of a boat loaded with ice, and 
the impression was conveyed to the 
committee and to those who saw it 
that that boat was iced up like that 
in Mooseabec Reach. Now as a mat­
ter of fact, nearly every member of 
this House will remember that on or 
about the twentieth of December 
last, two men-lobster fishermen I 
think they were, or some sort of 
fishermen, living in Addison or 
Jonesport or somewhere in that vi­
cinity-went out to attend to their 
traps. Their engine broke down, if 
I remember the circumstances. 
Anyway a gale of wind came up 
and those men were blown far out 
to sea. Even the men on the Life 
Saving Station did not feel like risk­
ing their own lives to go and rescue 
them; but Captain Carver of Beals 
Island, who has a very good boat, 
the picture of which you saw, started 
out of Mooseabec Reach and went 
out into the Atlantic Ocean in pur­
suit of those men to try and locate 
them and tow them in. Too much 
credit cannot be given Captain Car­
ver for his heroic efforts to rescue 
those men. He stayed out tllere un­
til well into the night-I think per­
haps until midnight-and it was 
there that this boat, out in the At­
lantic Ocean looking after these men 
that were lost, got this icing. The 
impression was con veyed to this Leg­
islature tbat she got it by crossing 
the Reach, one-third of a mile from 
Beals Islflnd to .Jonesport. How do 
I l{now that? From the fact that 
the Captain of the Life Saving Sta­
tion down there was accused of be­
ing derelict in his duty in not going 
out there and trying to 'ftnd those 
men. He was ordered to appear be­
fore a court martial. The Govern­
ment sent men down there to investi­
gate, and I am informed by a man 
who took an active part in that that 
Captain ea rver exhibited that pic­
ture of his boat and said to the men 
holding that investigation for the 
I :nited States Goyernment that sh(' 
became iced up there that night 
searching for those men out in the 
Atlantic Ocean. Nohody who ever 
had anything to do with lyTooseabec 
Reach would ever have for a mo­
ment thought that a boat could have 
got in that condition by crossing 
from that Island over to the main­
land. I suppose that every hour 1 

the day there are people going across 
there. We admit that it is hard 
crossing th1s Reach in the winter 
time and that it would be a diffiel 
proposition for these children to go 
there to school; but, as I have said 
to you before, if they had to stay 
ovel' there and board they would 
not be subjected to any greater hard­
ship than many of the children in 
the smaller: towns of the State who 
happen to come from the country 
into the neare"t town to attend high 
school. I thank you. (Applause) 

Mr. SMITH of Bangor: Mr. 
Speaker and members: Let me as­
sure you I am not going to take up 
very much of your time. The pre­
vious speaker stated it was a local 
matter for Washington County. It 
seems to me that if he followed that 
out to a logical conclusion it would 
be simply between the - towns of 
Jonesport and Beals and we wish it 
could be so settled. 

During the war it seems that a 
young Government officer of the 
south was sent a letter criticising 
him for some delinquency. His wife 
received the letter, and, having that 
loyalty which most women have for 
most husbands, she wrote a letter 
back, saying, "I notice what you say 
about my husband, but I want to 
tell you there arc always three sides 
to every question; there is your side, 
our side, and the right side." Now, 
I think, what we all want to get 
at is the right solution of this ques­
tion. We all probably have more or 
less of a selfish interest one way or 
the other in regard to the fishing 
rights. The previous speaker has 
said that erecting these weirs would 
be contrary to the Rtate Law. so I 
do not see that the residents of 
Beals eo uld do any damage in their 
attempt to erect the weirs, if it is 
contrary to the Rtate Law. 

I think we should proceed very 
slowly in regard to the division of 
towns, and I think we should also be 
guided a great deal by the report of 
a conscientious committee in regard 
to this situation. :t\"ow, on that 
Committee there is a member from 
my own county of Penobscot. He 
comes from "a small town. and I 
know that that man would never 
sign a report for a division of the 
towns unless the evidence was over­
whelmingly in favo p of that separa­
tion. 

You will note that the Senate, aft­
er discussing this and hearing the 
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evidence, decided that Beals should 
have a separation; and I know, too, 
that when Beals came here, she did 
not come here with a lot of paid 
orators and paid lobbyists. Her own 
private citizens down there came 
here and spent their own money 
for their expenses. Grandmothers, 
fathers and mothers came here 
pleading for an opportunity to work 
out their own problems. Now, if 
this is an unwise move, the people 
of Beals will have to pay the con­
sequences. But it seems to me that 
these people, plain, conscientious, 
hardworking people, of the type of 
Captain Carver, should have a 
chance to work out their own prob­
lem in their own way. 

I first became interested in this 
matter through a young man com­
ing up to me and asking my name 
and telling me who he was. I did 
not take to him very kindly at first, 
and I said, "What is your interest in 
this? Do you live there now?" And 
he said, "No, I do not live there now; 
I have moved away." And I said, 
"Well, what interest have you got 
in it?" and he replied, "I will tell 
you. It was very difficult for me, 
when I lived there, to attend high 
school over in Jonesport, and so I 
went away, and afterwards I entered 
the ministry." He said, "I was set 
back four years in getting my edu­
cation. I might have had a high 
school education if I could have got­
ten one on the island of Deals, but 
I could not; and I am here pleading 
for the boys and girls who live on 
Beals Island, that it may be made 
less difficult for them to receive that 
E'ducation." 

Now the residents of Beals claim 
that they have the wherewith to sup­
port the school and meet their needs, 
and it seems to me that they ought 
to be some judge of their own needs. 
I was talking with a father this 
morning who told me that last De­
cember his daughter was being 
transported from Deals to Jonesport, 
and she fell into the water and near­
ly drowned, and he told me that 
there was not any permanent land­
ing place there, that they must land 
on a ledge and at low water the~' 
have to climb up a ladder. And I 
will ask you, gentlemen and lady 
of this House, if any of you had a 
young girl fourteen or ififteen years 
of age who had to be ferried across 
a piece of water as rough aR that 
piece of water is there, in order to 

get an education, if you would want 
her to be subjected to that danger. 
Rather, I think, you would say, "Let 
her neglect the education rather 
than risk her life." 

Now, there are many towns in 
Washington County that are no larg­
er than the town of Beals. I have 
befor'e me here a list of ten or 
twelve. I understand that Deals has 
a valuation of $142,000; slle has 
about five miles of road. The road 
problem does not seem to be a seri­
ous one, but the school problem 
does, and they come here and tell 
us that they will put up the money 
for their schools and will solve their 
own school problem. They are far 
better able to support a high school 
than most towns of their size, and 
they have not got the expenses of 
most of those towns. Now I remem­
ber an instance of a cow that al­
though pastured on the owner's land 
would occasionally go across to a 
neighbor's land, and the neighbor 
would milk the cow. Now the owner 
did not like that very much; he re­
sented it, but the neighbor claimed 
that the cow should be milked where 
she fed. And I feel that the Beals 
cow should be milked in Beals and 
nowhere eh,e; and I hope that this 
Legislature will give Beals the op­
portunity to work out their own 
problems. If you had a child, and 
that child felt that he wanted to 
work out his own problem, you 
would not hold him back. Every­
body learns Life's lesson by experi­
ence; Individuals, towns and nations. 

Now Beals wants this experience. 
Why not grant to Beals the oppor­
tunity to have this experience and 
prove whether or n~t she is right or 
whether .Jonesport is right? Let us 
give her the opportunity. (Applause) 

Mr. CFMMINGS of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, I am going to say only a 
few words. Sitting here and think­
ing of this matter it occurs to me 
that the most of us have read the 
Scriptures more or less, and I could 
not help thinking of some things: 
"Knock and it shal! be opened unto 
you"; "Seek and ye shall find"; and 
I thought also of that incident spok­
en of wher.e a man knocking at the 
door and getting no response knock­
ed again and again until the good 
man arose and let him in hecause 
of his importunities. and it seemed 
to me that this was a similar oc­
casion. 1'hese people, whom my 
friend Mr. McDonald says are good 
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people, have come to this [.egisIa­
ture several times; they have knock­
ed again and again, and for my part, 
I hope that this time the door will 
be o!)ened, 

Whether the~' can or cannot sup­
port a high school is their OW11 af­
fair. I am willing' that they slwuld 
take care of that and I feel certain 
that they will. 

It is very evident that there is a 
disagreement between them and the 
people on the mainland, and it is 
not growing less, and it wiII not 
grow less. 

It has been cited that it was a 
divorce matter which we had to con­
sider, and it was a very good illus­
tration. These people are not living 
in contentment together. I believe 
that it would be well for all Con­
cel'ned; I believe it is well for both 
factions down therp that they come 
to this great and general court and 
that they should be given a writing 
of divorcement. (Applaus,"). 

Mr. :McDONALD of East ;'Iachias: 
Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask, 
through the Chair, if the gentleman 
from Bangor (:VIr. Smith) has ever 
been down to Jonesport to see 
whether or not there were any 
wharves there where it is possible 
to land, 

The SPEA KEH: The gentlman 
may reply if he cares to. 

Mr, SMITH of Bangor: I would 
say, Mr, Speaker, that I have not 
been there, but I have the word of 
other members who have been til ere, 
Many of us have knowlec'lge ahout 
places and things which "'e do not 
get from personal experience, an" 
that is simpl," my experience in this 
matter. 

Mr, McDONALD: Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to correct that statement 
reg'arding the wharves, for I have 
known that section for twenty-five 
or thirty years-ever since I can 
remember-and there are large 
Rtenmboats that land there at Jones­
port at any and all times of tide, and 
there are wharves there for that pur­
pose and the Portland and Mt. 
Desert and -:vrachias Steamship Com­
pan~' steamer landed there up to a 
few years ago regularly with passen­
gers, and now freight steamers go 
in there to unload cargoes and to 
ship out of there, and they have as 
good wharf facilities as many of the 
larger cities of Maine. 

Mr. STlJRGIS of Auhurn: Mr. 

Speaker, may I ask the gentle­
n1an from Machias, Mr. l\IcDonald, 
through the Chair if those steamers 
go through the Reach '! 

The SPEAKgH: The gentleman 
may reply if he cares to. 

]\11'. McDOl\'ALD: They do go 
through the Reach. 

Mr. STUHGIS: I would like to 
ask the gentleman, through the 
Chair, if he would like to have his 
children going across there in the 
winter in an open boat. 

The SPEAKEH: The Chair is of 
the opinion that such questions do 
!lot tend to develop any information 
of value to the House. 

Mr. STL:HGIS: Mr. Speaker, just 
a moment. I was never opposed to 
divorce, but I took up the Lewiston 
Sun last Saturday morning and I 
saw where the Supreme Judicial 
Court judge had just granted twelve 
divorces on the previous day, neady 
all of which were for cruel and 
abusive treatment. There are cases 
where-whether it be Visionary or 
not-people cannot live together 
peaceahly, and in those cases they 
Sllould be granted a divorce. 

I was here two years ago at that 
hearing, and in that hearing they 
('[aimell that Beals was a liability to 
Jonesport to the tune of over one 
thousand dollars a year. Now, from 
m:\' experience, I would say that as 
a business proposition, if I had a 
liability of ove1' a thousand dollars 
a year, I would want to cut it off, 
and would be glad to; and I hope 
that the majority report wiII pre­
vail. 

Mr. HALE of Portland: l\Tr. 
Speaker, I cannot forbear to say a 
word in behalf of the town in which 
I spend a good deal of time. I have 
spent a good deal of time going up 
and down l\rooseabec Reach in all 
kinds of hoats. It is a third of a 
mile across, and absolutelv land­
locked, and I do not belie,".e there 
is any danger to any child going 
back and forth across that Heach 
in a boat. 

Now, what is the situation? There 
are four hundred and fiftv people 
on Beals Island. The reai estate, 
and I have the figures here, amounts 
to $G9,fi05. This is for the year 19:!4. 
personal estate, $G2,61-:0, and non­
resident estate, $7,400; or a total of 
a little under $1 :10,000 valuation. 
The town of Jonesport spent $9,800 
on that town last year, and the town 
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of Beals, unless they are to have less 
money spent on their town than 
they have now, have got to spend 
over $10,000, and that means a tax 
rate of over seventy mills. 

Now, I happen to know some­
thing about these smaller towns in 
Washington County, of which the 
gentleman from South Portland 
(Mr. Lamson) and the gentleman 
from Bangor (Mr. Smith) spoke; 
and I happen to know that some or 
them are in a deplorable financial 
condition. And it occurs to me that 
if this town were separated and 
launched out on an independent 
career, it would be in a worse posi­
tion. 

I also cannot forbear to call the 
attention of the members to Chap­
ter 2 of the Hevised Statutes, Sec­
tions 36 and 37, as follows: "Notice 
,of any petition for legislation affect­
ing the rights of individuals or cor­
porations, may be given by serving 
them with a true copy of the peti­
tion at least fourteen days before 
the commencement of the next legis­
lative session or by publishing such 
copy three weeks successively in 
some newspaper printed In the 
counties in which such individuals 
reside, or such corporations are es­
t:;,blished; or if no newspaper is 
there published, then in the State 
panel', the last publication to be at 
least fourteen days before the ses­
sion; and if further service is 
,deemed necessary, or if notice is de­
fective or insuffiCient, further notice 
may be ordered." And Section 37: 
"Notice of any petition affecting the 
rights or interests of any town or 
county may be given to such town 
by serving it with a true copy of the 
petition at least fourteen days be­
fore the session." 

Now, that is the letter of the law 
and it should be observed in letter 
and in spirit; ahd I do not under­
stand that it has been observed in 
this case. It seems to me that the 
members of this Honse would be ill­
advised not to follow the advice of 
all the members of the \Vashington 
,County Delegation and vote against 
the separation of this town. 

Mr. MOORE of Gouldsboro: Mr. 
'Speaker, replying to the gentleman 
from Portland (Mr. Hale), he has 
'been there in the summer, no doubt, 
but a different condition exists in the 
w'inter. Now the Great Creator of 
the earth created that separation 

and the condition that exists there 
looks to me to warrant a town by 
itself. Now, I have been told by a 
member of the school committee 
that he considered that if Beals were 
made a town, they could function 
better than they can at the present 
time. 

The committee heard all the evi­
dence and reported definitely "ought 
to pass," and in regard to this par­
ticular issue that the Representative 
from Portland, Mr. Hale, has 
brought up, this notice to which he 
has made reference applies to peti­
tions only, as I have been given to 
understand by the Attorney Gen­
eral's Office, and not to appeals. 

In regard to the weir privileges 
matter, which has been brought up, 
I would say that in talking to the 
Attorney General in regard to this 
matter that when the town is di­
vided, the weirs will stay just as they 
are today; they do not change. Any 
new weirs that may be constructed, 
there is a law that provides for their 
location so they will not conflict with 
any weir that is there now. So I 
do not see where the interest could 
be the matter of the weirs as against 
the separation, in any way. And I 
sincerely hope that the motion will 
not prevail. 

Mr. STUHGIS of Auburn: Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to correct one 
error in the statement made by the 
member from Portland, (Mr. Hale). 
He said, if I heard correctly, that 
there were four hundred and twenty 
people on that island. A month ago 
there were five hundred and sixty­
two, and in the last three weeks they 
have had three children. (Laughter 
and applause.) 

Mr. PIKE of Lubec: Mr. Speaker 
and members of the House: I am 
vitally interested in this matter as I 
have capital invested in those weirs. 
'rhey told you about setting off Beals 
Island. '1'he gentleman from Port­
land says this line is mechanically 
dmwn; he did not tell you that it 
takes in eleven islands to the west of 
this one. He did not tell you those 
\\ ere owned by non-resident tax­
payers, objecting to this separation. 
He did not tell you that the Rock­
port Granite Company owns an 
island there whe r " they do business, 
and that the William Underwood 
Company pays more tax than the 
whole of Beals Island, in the town of 
Jonesport, and they object to this. 
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Now, this is all foreign capital 
that has come into the State of 
Maine. Is this the way you are go­
ing to bring business into the State 
of Maine? 

In regard to the gentleman from 
Auburn (Mr. Sturgis) who says that 
Beals Island is a liability, you can 
go from Beals Island to Jonesport 
at any time, and even they are a 
liability, but when you take eleven 
more islands with them, that makes 
the whole an asset. 

I am surprised that the gentlemen 
from Portland (Mr. Hale) and Ban­
gor (Mr. Smith) know so much 
more about Mooseabec Reach and 
the islands around Jonesport than I 
do. I have learned a lot. And the 
gt'ntleman from Bangor (Mr. Smith) 
wants them to work out their prob-
18m, and he tells us about the aunts 
and grandmothers and mothers and 
grandchildren coming up here to 
work out their pro hlem. 

When vou set off Beals Island or 
Great \'lass Island so that they can 
get back these weir privileges that 
they paid twenty thousand dollars in 
cash for, then they can work out 
their problem. They have the 
money and they want the goods 
back. 

It has been stated here several 
times that those school children 
travel baek and forth in an open 
boat. If it is the boat I saw earry­
ing tbe school children, she has a 
good large cabin on her. 

'rhey find fault about the school­
houses. The gentleman from South 
Portland (Mr. Lamson) finds fault 
about the schoolhouses there. There 
is one schoolhouse that belongs to 
the town of Jonesport, on Be'als Is­
land, and that is the only one. The 
only debt the town of Jonesport has 
is about nine thousand dollars, and 
what is that for? It is for building 
a schoolhouse on Beals Island. 

Now, how have they been treated? 
Mr. Moore, the gentleman from 
Gouldsboro, has repeatedly said. 
"Set off Beals Island and we will 
have a Republican town." He knows 
more about Beals ISland than r do 
too, but the people on Beals Island 
have inherited their politics. They 
will live with them and die with 
them, and we know what they are. 

Gentlemen. you may set off Beals 
Island but I tell you that when you 
set off Beals Island to make a recon­
dliation, the fight has just begun. 

Mr. STURGIS of Auburn: Mr. 
Speaker, I want to put myself right 
with the House. Where I got my 
information was by attending several 
hearings. 

The SPEAKER: If the House is 
ready for the question, we will con­
sider the request for a roll call vote. 

Mr. LAMSON of South Portland: 
Mr. Speaker, just one word before 
we take a vote. Mark Twain, I think 
it was, said "It is better not to know 
so much than to know so much that 
isn't so." The \Vashington county 
delegation comes and tells you that 
they were unanimous, but Senator 
Miner, who introduced the bill, did 
not know What he was doing when 
he put the bill in there. My con­
ception of a unanimous vote is every 
man in the county voting that way. 

I was interested in the telegrams, 
that the gentleman from East Ma­
chias (Mr. McDonald) put in from 
the William 'Cnderwood Company 
and other interests. Members of the 
House. here are forty letters from 
the mothel'S and fathers and chil­
dren of Beals Island praying you ", 
set them off so they may have their 
own school privileges. It is true that 
Dr. Thomas was down to Beals Is­
land. He went down there in the 
summer time and they took mighty 
good care that he had a good boat 
to go over in. One of the boats that 
was carrying children over there, 
her wheel went wrong and they 
('ame near going out to sea and los­
ing the scholars. That is the truth. 

So far as these weir privileges are 
concerned, I am glad that was 
brought up. They are not worth one 
hundred dollars and they are on the 
market now. Do you doubt it'? Here 
is a letter offering them for sale. 
You can buy them. Now they are 
bringing that up as an issue. The 
people of Jonesport and Beals Is­
land do not care a snap about that 
weir stuff. It is the schools they 
want. While I may not be so well 
acquainted at Beals Island as may 
friend from Lubec (Mr. Pike), yet 
there are men here in this House 
"'ho do know about it and who un­
derstand the conditions there, and I 
tell you, members of the House, you 
will do a mighty fine thing for the 
State of Maine if you set that Island 
off and let them work out their own 
salvation. (Applause). 

Mr. LAIT of Old Town: Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to ask through 
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the Chair of the member from South 
Portland (Mr. Lamson) if he would 
mind reading that letter pertaining 
to the sale of that property? 

'1'he SPEAKER: The gentleman 
may reply if he cares to. 

Mr. LAIvISON: Mr. Speaker, I 
would be glad to let the gentleman 
from Old Town (Mr. Lait) read it at 
any time. It is rather a long letter 
and I had rather not take the time 
now. He can see it any time he 
chooses. 

Mr. LAIT: Mr. Speaker, if in 
order, I think it would be well to 
have the Clerk of the House read 
it as evidence. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
(Mr. Lamson) may reply if he cares 
to. 

Mr. LAMSON: I do not. 
Mr. HALE of Portland: :\,Ir. 

Speaker, may I inquire of the gentle­
man from South Portland, Mr. Lam­
son, through the Chair, if it is a 
letter purporting to offer all the 'fish 
weirs in the neighborhood of I3eals 
Island for one hundred dollars? 

Mr. LAMSON: Mr. Speaker, I did 
not say the price. I might say that 
the fish weirs have not been earning 
a dollar there for the past five years. 
Ever~'body knows that. and that old 
weir brush down there is not worth 
the price of pulling it up. 

Mr. HALE: Mr. Speaker, I think 
this letter is of importance and I 
think it should be read. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
may read it if he desires. 

Mr. LA:MSON: I think I will with­
hold it. I might say in explanation 
that there are some personal refer­
ences there and I am sure it would 
cause more or less embarrassment. 

The SPEAKER: A roll call has 
been requested. For this to be done 
one-flfth of the members must signi­
fy their desire. As many as are in 
favor of having a roll call vote will 
rise and stand until counted and the 
monitors will return the count. 

A division being had, 
Twenty-four voting, the Chair 

rules that less than one-fifth had 
voted for a roll call and the motion 
failed of passage. 

Mr. BARTLETT of Hanover: Mr. 
Speaker, I do not think it is per­
fectiv plain over here in' this corner. 

The SPEAKER: Did the House 
understand the proposition that to 
have a'roll call vote one-fifth of the 
mem bel'S present must rise? "Tas 
that plain to the House. 

C,llis of" "yes." 
The SPEAEER: Twenty-four hav­

ing arisen it appears to be less than 
one-flfth of those present. 

.:vIr. ST1'RGIS of Auburn: :\11'. 
Speaker, if in order. I move a divi­
sion of the House. 

The SPEAEER: A division is re­
quested. Is tile House ready for the 
question'? The question before the 
House is on the motion of the gentle­
man from Lubec, Mr. Pike, that the 
minorit~' report, ought not to pass, 
be accepted. A vote of yes for the 
minority report, is against the divi­
sion of the town. A vote of no is for 
the dh'ision of the to\vn. As many 
as are in fa\'or of the motion will 
rise and stand in their places until 
counted and the monitors will re­
turn the count. 

A division being had. 
Fort~'-eight voting in the affirma­

tive and 7:l in the negative, tile mo­
tion to accept the minority report 
failE'd of passage. 

On motion b,' :VIr. Lamson of 
South Portland, the House voted to 
accept the majority report, ought to 
pass. 

Thereupon the bill had its two 
several readings, and on motion b~· 
Mr. Nichols of Portland the rules 
were suspended and the bill received 
its third reading and was passed to 
be engrossed. 

.vfr. SNOvV of Brunswick.: Mr. 
Speaker. I misunderstood the ques­
tion and voted for the minority re­
port when I should have voted for 
the majority report. (A pplause). 

The SPEAKEH: The result re­
mains the same. 

From the Sena1P: Resolve pro­
viding fOl' the appointment of one 
or more persons to represent the 
State in certain proposed changes in 
freight rates affecting the people of 
the State. (H. P. 1\0. 1~18) (H. 
Doc. No. 459). 

'Vbier, was indefinitely postponed 
in the House April 1st. 

Comes from the Senate that body 
insisting on its former a ction where­
by thL bill was passed to be en­
grossed and ask:ng for a Committe" 
of Conference with the following 
r.;eH"lber~ appointed on its p2,rt: 

'VAIJSWORTH of Kennebpc 
HINCKLEY of Cumberland 
SMITH of Somerset 
In the House, on motion by Mr. 

Wing of Auburn, by a viva voce vote, 
that body voted to adhere to its 
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former action which was the in­
definite po'stponement of the resolve. 

From the Senate: Resolve in favor 
of the Maine School for Feeble 
Minded for maintenance for the fis­
cal years U)~G ana 1!J~7. (S. P. No. 
67) (S. Doc. No. 167) which was 
'finally passed in the House March 
18th. 

Comes from the Senate indefinitely 
postponed in non-concurrence. 

In the House: 
Mr. NICHOLS of Portland: Mr. 

Speaker, I move that the House ad­
here to its former action, which was 
passage of this resolve. 

Mr. EUSTIS of Strong: Mr. Speak­
er, I move that this lie on the table. 

A viva voce "ote being taken, the 
motion to table failed of passage. 

The SPEAKER: The motion now 
before the House is that of the 
gentleman from Portland, Mr. Ni­
chols, that the House adhere to its 
former action. As many as are in 
favor of the motion to adhere-

::VIr. CI'Ml\TINGS of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, what is the number of that 
bill, please. 

The SPEAKER: Senate Docu-
ment 157. Perhaps the gentleman 
from Portland (Mr. Nichols) could 
enlighten the House about this mat­
ter. 

1\11'. NH'HOLS: Mr. Speaker, I un­
derstand that a number of these 
items are taken care of in the ap­
propriation bill. 

The SPEAKER: Is the House 
ready for the question? 

\11'. NICHOLS: Mr. Speaker, in 
order' that the House may under­
stand the situation, I will withdraw 
my motion to adhere; and if it would 
be in order, have the matter lie on 
the table until tomorrow morning. 

:\11'. FLIN'r of Monson: Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to inquire what 
the action of the Senate was. 

Thp SPEAKER: The Senate in­
definitely postponed this resolve. 

:VII'. WING of Auburn: Mr. Speak­
er, will you please read the record 
on the resolve so we will know "vhat 
we are doing? 

The SPEAKER: Does the gentle­
man in'luire as to the last action of 
the House. 

Mr. WING: Yes. 
The SPEA KER: It was finally 

passed in the House March 18. 
Comes from the Senate indefinitely 
postponed in non-concurrence. The 
gentleman from Portland, Mr. Ni-

chols, withdraws his motion to ad­
here, and makes a motion to table 
the matter. Is this the pleasure of 
the House? 

The motion to table prevailed. 

From the Senate: Report of the 
Committee of Conference on the dis­
agreeing action of the two branches 
of the Legislature on the following: 

Bill An Act to Amend Section II 
of the Chapter 117 of the Revised 
Statutes, as Amended by Chapter 24!J 
of the Public Laws of 1917 and 
Chapter 108 of the Public Laws of 
W1!J and Chapter 104 of the Public 
Laws of 1!J~1, relating to the salary 
of stenographer of Kennebec Su­
perior Court (S. P. No.7) (S. Doc. 
No. 47); reporting that the House 
recede and concur with the Senate. 

(Signed) 
Messrs. HINCKLEY of Cumberland 

MAHER of Kennebec 
CARTER of Androscoggin 

-Committee in the part of 
the Senate 

MAHTIN of Augusta 
DFJERING of Saco 
WING of Auburn 

Comes from the Senate, report 
read and accepted. 

In the House, report read and ac­
cepted in concurrence, and the bill 
had its two several readings and to­
morrow assigned for its third read­
ing. 

From the Senate: Heport of the 
Committee of Conference of the dis­
agreeing action of the two branches 
of the Legislature on bill An Act to 
Amend Chapter 2GO of the Public 
Laws of 1!J17, as amended by Chap­
ter 160 of the Public Laws of 1021, 
increasing the salary of the stenog­
rapher of the AndroRcoggin Superior 
Court. (8. P. No. S) (S. Doc. No. 
45). 
reporting that the House recede and 
concur with the Senate. 

(Signed) 
Messrs. HINCKLEY of Cumberland 

MA HER of Kennebec 
CARTER of Androscoggin 
-Committee on the part of 

the Senate 
MARTIN of Augusta 
DEERING of Saco 
WING of Auburn 
-Committee on the part of 

the House 
Comes from the Senate report read' 

and accepted 
In the House, report read and ac-, 
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cepted in concurrence, and the bill 
had its two several readings and to­
morrow assigned for its third read­
ing. 

Mr. STURGIS of Auburn: Mr. 
Speaker, would it be in order to table 
that? 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Auburn, Mr. Sturgis, moves 
that this lie on the table, pending 
its third -reading. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion to table failed of passage. 

First Reading of Printed Bills 
Out of order and under suspension 

·of the rules. 
H. P. 1253: An Act to enlarge the 

definition of the term "Securities" 
in Section 126 of Chapter 144 of the 
Public Laws of UJ23, so as to include 
contracts for the sale of fur-bearing 
or other animals. 

H. P. 1266: An Act relating to the 
payment of excise taxes. 

H. P. 1267: An Act relating to the 
State Pier. 

H. P. 1268: An Act relating to a 
lien for the repair and storage of 
vehicles. 

H. P. 1269: An Act to Amend Sec­
tion 20 of Chapter 25 of the Revised 
Statutes, as amended, relating to 
apportionment of moneys for high­
ways. 

H. P. 1056: An Act to Amend Sec­
tion 57 of Chapter 87 relating to mo­
tions for new trials. 

S. P. 143: An Act to Amend Sec­
tion 32 of Chapter 9 of the Revised 
Statutes of Maine, relating to the 
excise tax on railroads. (Tabled by 
Mr. Martin of Augusta pending third 
reading). 

H. P. 1272: An Act to prohibit 
boating and fishing from boats on 
Lake Auburn in the city of Auburn, 
in the county of Androscoggin. 

H. P. 1676: An Act relating to 
warning signs at grade crossings. 

H. P. 1277: An Act relating to 
third class roads. 

Mr. WING of Auburn: I move 
that we reconsider the vote whereby 
we assigned for third reading to­
morrow, House Document 193, relat­
ing to fur-bearing animals. 

Thereupon, the vote - was recon­
sidered. 

Mr. WING: I offer House Amend­
ment A and move its adoption. 

House Amendment A to House 
Document No. 193: 

"Amend by inserting after the 
words 'fur-bearing animals' in the 
third line of the second paragraph, 
page 2, the words "stallions, bUlls, 
grade heifers and caILary birds." 
(Laughter). 

Mr. WING: Mr. Speaker, I regret 
the laughter. I move the adoption 
of the amendment. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion to adopt the amendment 
failed of passage. 

Mr. ,\VING: I request a division, 
Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER: As many as are 
in favor of a division-

Mr. STUHGIS of Auburn: Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to have that 
read again. I did not understand it. 

(Amendment again read.) 
Mr. HAMIL'l'ON of Caribou: Mr. 

Speaker, I move we adjourn. 
The SPEAKER: The motion to 

adjourn takes precedence. 
Mr. McDonald of East MaChias: 

Mr. Speaker. I second the motion of 
the gentleman from Caribou (Mr. 
Hamilton). 

(Notices read by the Clerk.) 
The SPEAKER: It seems likely 

that a Saturday session will be held. 

On motion by Mr. Hamilton of 
Caribou, 

Adjourned until 9.30 tomorrow 
morning. 


