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HOUSE

‘Wednesday, April i, 1%25.

The House met according to ad-

journment and was called to order
by the Speaker.

Prayer by the Rev.
of Augusta.

Journal of the

read and approved.

Mr. Dunnack

previous session

Papers from the Senate disposed
of in concurrence.

From the Senate: Report of the
Committee on Judiciary reporting
“Qught not to pass” on bill “An Act
authorizing the employment of
Stenographers by Justices of the Su-
preme Judicial and Superior Courts”
(H. P. No. 411) (M. D. No. 115)
which was read and accepted in the
House March 27th.

Comes from the Senate, the Bill
substituted for the report, Senate
Amendment “A” read and adopted
and the Bill as so amended passed
to be engrossed in non-concurrence,

In the House, Senate Amendment
A read.

The House voted to reconsider its
action whereby the report, ought
not to pass, was accepted. It also
voted to substitute the bill for the
repert. It then adopted Senate
Amendment A in concurrence, the
Lill as amended by Senate Amend-
ment A received its two several
readings, and tomorrow assigned for
its third reading.

From the Senate: Report of the
Committee on Judiciary on Bill “An
Act to enlarge the Powers of the
State Highway Police and to author-
ize the Governor and Council to ap-
point said Police and direct them in
the performance of their duties” (8.
P. No. 42) (8 D. No. 33) reporting
the same in a new draft under same
title (S. P. No. 566) (S. D. No. 236)
and that the same ought to pass.

Comes from the Senate, report
read and accepted, Senate Amend-
ment “A” read and adopted and the
Bill as so amended passed to be en-
grossed.

In the House, report read and
accepted, Senate Amendment A read
and adopted in concurrence.

Cn motion by Mr. Littlefield of
Kennebunk., tabled pending first
reading.

From the Scnate: Report of .the
Cuommittee on Banks and Banking

reporting “Ought to pass” on KBill
“An {Xct to amend section 7 of chap-
ter 51 of the Revised Statutes re-

lating to purposes for which cor-
porations may be organized” (8. P.
No. 394) (S. D. No. 142).

Comes from the Senate, report

read and accepted, Senate Amend-
ment “A” read and adopted and the
E:ill as so amended passed to be en-
grossed.

In the House, on motion by Mr.
Wing of Auburn, tabled pending ac-

ceptance of the report in concur-
rence,
From the Senate: Report “A” of

the Committee on Judiciary on Bill
“An Act to Amend Section 1 of
Chapter 115 of the Special and
Private Laws of 1917, it being an
Act to Regulate the Sale of Milk or
Cream in Bottles or Jars, within the
Toewn of Bar Harbor, Hancock
County” (8. P. No. 172) (8. Doec. No.
68) reporting that the same “Ought
to pass’.

Report was signed by the follow-
ing members:

Messrs. MAHER of Kennebec
~—of the Senate
HALE of Portland
HOLMES of Lewiston
WING of Auburn
OAKES of Portland
—of the House

Report “B” of same Committee re-
porting “Ought not to pass” on same
Bill.

Report was signed by the follow-
ing members:

Messrs. HINCKLEY of Cumberland
-—of the Senate
HUSSEY of Aroostook
NICHOLS of Portland
HAMILTON of Caribou
MARTIN of Augusta
—of the House

Comes from the Senate Report B,
ought not to pass, read and accept-
ed.

In the House, on motion by Mr.
Hamilton of Caribou, that body
voted to concur with the Senate in
the acceptance of Report B, ought
not to pass.

Reports of Committees

Mr. Beckett from the Committee
on Legal Affairs reported ‘“Ought
not to pass” on Resolve authorizing
the treasurer and county commis-
sioners of York County to procure
a loan (H. P. No. 722) (H. Doc. No.
157)

Mr. Wheeler from the (ommittee
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on Taxation reported same on biil
An Act relating to the taxation of
savings deposils in national banks
(H P. No. 1113) (H. Doc. No. 331).

Mr. Hammond from same Commit-
tee reported same on bill An Act re-
guiring an excise tax to be paid on
all cigarettes sold mm this State (H.
P. No. 1146) (H. Doc. No. 363).

Mr. Drake from the Committee on
Ways and Bridges reported same on
Resolve in favor of Wallagrass
Plantation (H. P. No. 816).

Mr. Drake from same Committee
reported same on Resolve making an
Appropriation to aid in constructing
and maintaining a highway in the
town of York. (H. P. No. 507).

Mr. Holman from the Committee
cn Library on Resolve in favor of
the purchase of the history and
maps of the people and the town of
New Sweden (H. P. No. 623) report-
ed that same be referred to the next
Legislature.

Mr. Holman from same Committee
reported same on bill An Act to
create and to define the powers and
duties of a State Commission and to
represent the State in arranging and
carrying out a program for the cele-
bration of the bicentennial of the
birth of George Washington (H. P.
No. 944) (H. Doc No. 243).

Mr. Drake from the Committee on
Ways and Bridges on Resolve in
favor of International Bridge, Van
Buren, Maine, St. Leonards, N. B,
combined immigration and customs
office. (H. P. No. 579) reporting that
same be referred to the Commitiee
on Appropriations and Financial
Affairs.

Reports read and accepted
sent ur for concurrence.

Mr. Wing from the Committee on
Judiciary on bill An Act relating to
the State Pier (H. P. No. 1101) (1.

and

Doc. No. 318) reported same in a
new draft (H. P. No. 1267) under

same fitle and that it
rass’”.

Mr. Oakes from same Committee
on bill An Act relating to a lien for
repair and storage of vehicles (H. P.
No. 766) (H. Doc. No 187) reported
same in new draft (H. P. No. 1268)
under same title and that it “Ought
to pass’.

Mr. Hale from same Committee
on bhill An Act to Amend Scction 57
of Chapter 87 relating to motions for
new trials (H. P. No. 1056) (H. Doc.
No. 287) reported same in new draft
(H. P. No. 12700 under same title
and that it “Ought to pass”.

Mr. Curtis from the Committee on
Taxation on bill An Act relating to
the collection of excise taxes (H. P.

“Ought to

No. 1112) (H. Doc. No. 329) report-
ed same in new draft under title of
“An Act relating to the payment of
excise taxes” and that it “Ought to
pass’.

Mr. Leland from the same Com-
mittee on Bill “An  Act to Amend
Section 32 of Chapter 9 of the Re-
vised Statutes of Maine relating to
the excise tax on railroads” (8. P.
No. 143) (H. Doc. No. 103) reported
same in new draft (H. P. No. 1271)
under same title and that it “Ought
to pass.”

Mr. Drake from the Committee on:
Ways and Bridges on Bill “An Act
to Amend Section 20 of Chapter 25
of the Revised Statutes, as amended,
relating to apportionment of moneys:
for highways” (H. P. No. 1063) (H.
Doc. No. 283) reported same in new
draft (H. P. No. 1269) under same
title and that it “Ought to pass.”

Reports read’ and accepted and the-
new drafts ordered printed under
the Joint Rules.

Mr. Oakes from the Committee on
Judiciary reported “Ought to pass”
on bill “An Act relating to when no
succession tax shall be assessed on
the stock, bonds and evidences of
debt of Maine corporations” (H. P.
No. 539) (H. Doc. No. 110).

Report read and accepted and the
bill having already been printed,
was read twice, under suspension of
the rules and tomorrow assigned.

Report “A” of the Committee on
Judiciary on Bill An Act to prohibit
boating and fishing from boats on
Lake Auburn (H. P. No. 448) (H.
Doc. No. 90) reporting same in new
draft (H. P. No. 1272) under same
title and that it “Ought to pass.”

Report was signed by the follow-
ing members:

Messrs. MAHER of Kennebec
—of the Senate
HUSSEY of Aroostook
WING of Auburn
HOLMES of Lewiston
MARTIN of Augusta
—of the House

Report “B” of the same Committee
reporting “Ought not to pass” on
same bill.

Report was sighed by the follow-
ing members:

Messrs. HINCKLEY of Cumberland

—of the Senate
OAKES of Portland
HALE of Portland
HAMILTON of Caribou
NICHOLS of Portland

—of the House:
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On motion by Mr. Wing of Auburn
it was voted that report A, ought to
pass in new draft, be accepted.

The motion prevailed.

Mr. HALE of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, I move that the matter lie
on the table.

Mr. WING: Mr. Speaker, 1 rise to
ask for a division.

The SPEAKER: The matter will be
printed, although the motion to lay
on the table may be - carried. The
Clerk informs me such will not be the
case unless it is specially ordered
printed. The motion to accept Re-
port A, ought to pass, was carried.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion to table failed of passage.

The SPEAKER: Ag it stands now,
the matter will be printed under the
Joint Rules.

First Reading of Printed Bills and
Resolves

H. P. 1255: An Act to authorize
the State Auditor to carry forward
to the succeeding year construction
accounts and to constitute them
continuous carrying accounts for the
purposes designated by the Legis-
lature.

H. P. 1256: An Act authorizing the
recording of marketing agreements
of co-operative Agricultural Asso-
ciations, and requiring that liens
hereby attached to crops before de-
livery to the Association, and to the
member’s interest in the Association
after such delivery be collected
through the Association.” (H. P. No.
1256) (H. D. No. 491)

H. D. 488: Resolve providing for
the purchase of “Music and Musi-
cians of Maine.”

H. P. 1254: Resolve for the better
preservation, protection and per-
petuation of certain old forts situ-
ated in this State.

Mr. WING of Auburn: Mr. Speak-
er, T move the indefinite postpone-
ment of this resolve. 1 might say,
Mr. Speaker, that these forts were
purchased at an auction sale of the
Federal Government by the former
governor, Mr. Baxter, at an expense
of some $30,000. Their beauty and
their needs were described in a book
which has been placed on the desk
of each member for which the Gov-
ernor and Council paid $3,500 out of
the Contingent Fund. It strikes me
that perhaps a bit of decay will add
to the beauty of these old forts, and
that it is not necessary to pay the
sum of $5,000 a year to take care of
them. Let Nature take its course
with them. They will not be hurt
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by time, and certainly they are not
needed for the public defense. This
is a place where we can practice real
economy and add to the scenic
beauties of the State.

Mr. BURNHAM of Kittery: Mr.
Speaker, the gentleman who has just
spoken evidently has not one of
these forts in his vicinity. These are
among the historic spots of this
State. We are advertising Maine,
and we want to draw summer visi-
tors here. When they come one of
the first things they ask is to be’
shown some of the historic spots of
our State, and what is more his-
toric than these old forts; but if we
do not take care of them to some
extent, it will not be long before
they will be in such a state of decay
that there will be no attraction to
them. Tt seems to me a reasonable
matter to spend something on these
forts. As the gentleman from Au-
burn (Mr. Wing) has said, we have
spent $30,000 to purchase them. Af-
ter we have purchased them, why
let them deteriorate and run down?
1 would regret to see this resolve in-
definitely postponed.

Mr. WHITE of Bowdoinham: May
I ask for further information as to
the nature of this resolve.

The SPEAKER: It is House
Document 486, Resolve for the better
preservaticn, protection and per-
petuation of certain old forts sit-
uated in this State.

Mr. WHITE: 1Is this in new
draft?

The SPEAKER: The new draft is
printed as House Document 486 and
provides the sum of $1,300 for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 1926 and
$300 for the fiscal vear ending June
30, 1927, said sums to be expended
from the appropriation made for the
care of old forts and under the di-
rection of the Governor and Council
in accordance with the following
schedule. * * * Fort William Henry
in the town of Bristol, the sum of
$300 for the fiscal year ending June
30, 1926, and $300 for the fiscal vear
ending June 20, 1927. * * * *Fort
Halifax Block House at Fort Point
in the town of Winslow, the sum of
$1,000 for the fiscal year ending June
30, 1926.”

Mr, SMITH of Bangor: Mr. Speak-
er, it seems to me very false econ-
omy to try to save at the expense
of the property we have bought.
When any one of us buys a house
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and is not going to use it immediate-
ly, he would not let it go t¢ rack
and ruin. Now these forts are of
great interest, not only to the people
of Maine but to people who come in-
to the State of Maine, and to say
that they will not deteriorate if they
are not kept up. we know is not so.
We know if one builds a perfectly
good house and leaves it for a few
winters and does not leave anybody
to look after it, he will have nothing
left. Now the State has invested
$30,000 in these forts; and I am tcld
that one of these forts and the pro-
perty that goes with it can be sold
for enough to cover all the expense
of taking care of all the forts. It
seems to me it would be false econ-
omy to neglect them after having
purchased them, and I hope that the
motion of the gentleman from Au-
burn (Mr. Wing) does not prevail

Mr. WING of Auburn: Mr. Speak-
er, I would like to inquire of the
gentleman from Bowdoinham, Mr.
White, through the Chair, in rela-
tion to this House Document 486, if
it carries an appropriation for $5,000
for the care of these old forts

Mr. WHITE: 1 will say, Mr.
Speaker, thit this new draft includes
the forts at Winslow, and Fort Wil-
liam Henry. 'The State has pur-
chased something that has got to be
taken care of. There 1is another
Document Senate 213 relating to
certain sts“~ parks. 1 believe that
the gentleman from Auburn referred
to that bill in naming the amount of
the appropriation as $5,000. This
present document, House 485, would
effect only the forts at Bristol and
Winslow.

Mr. WING: Would the Chair in-
form me where the other Document
is?

The SPEAKER: On the table.

Mr. WING: And under whose
name?

The SPEAKER: Mr. Nichols of
Portland, the second one from the

bottom of the calendar.

Mr. NICHOLS of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, as 1 understand the situa-
tion House Document 486 appropri-
ates $1300 for the care of two forts.
The measure tabled by me yesterday,
Senate Document 213, carried an ap-
propriation of $3,000 for the other
forts in the State which wer~ pur-
chased by the State for $30,000 and
which were described in the book
given to the members of the Legis-
lature at the opening of this session,

and the matter was tabled by me
for an amendment increasing this
amount from $3 000 to $5,000.

At this point a communication was
received from the Senate, through
its Secretary, vroposing a joint con-
vention of both branches of the l.eg-
islature forthwith in the hall of the
House for the purpose of listening
to a communication from his Ex-
cellency, the Governor.

Thereupon the Clerk of the House
being otherwise engaged, Mr.
Thompson of Rockland was charged
with the duty of conveying to the
Senate the concurrence of the House
ir: the proposition for a joint Con-
vention.

The SPEAKIIR: The gentleman
from Portland, Mr. Nichols, has the
floor.

Mr. NICHOLS resuming: As | un-
derstand the situation now the mo-
tion of the gentleman from Auburn
to indefiritely postpone, House
Document 486 applies to expending
$1300 on two forts, and has nothing
to do with the other forts purchased
by the State of Maine; so the re-
marks of the gentleman from Ban-
gor (Mr. St.oth) do not aprly in any
way to the measure before us now.
Regarding the remarks of the gen-
tleman fron Bangor, he has likened
the purchased of this property to the
erection of a new house, which, af-
ter purchase or erection, h: wishes
to keer up. The converse is the
situation here. The State has
bought an old house In every case,
a house that is tumbled down, and
the remarks made by the gentleman
from Bangor (Mr. Smith) apply to
neither one of the measures before
this body. We have these old forts,
the State owns them, and are we
now to continually have a keeper—
that 1is wvirtually what this bill
means—to go around to these differ-
ent forts and gather up the tin cans
and the waste paper left there by
picnic parties? That is what this
bill means in reality.

The SPEAKER: Will the gentle-
man suspend fcr a moment?

At this point Mr. Thompson of
Rockland, who had previously been
charged with a message to the Sen-
ate, reported that he had performed
the duty assigned him and that th?_lt
body would attend forthwith in this
hall.

The report was accepted.
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The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Portland, Mr. Nichols, still has
the floor:

Mr. NICHOLS continuing: Mr.
Speaker, at the time I was interrup-
ted in my remarks I was trying to
explain to this body that if we in-
.definitely postpone this bill, we still
have the other measure before us
which has passed this body, and the
Senate appropriated $3,000 for the
care of the other forts. I wish the
House would get the situation. Do
not think that when you indefinitely
postpone this bill, you are killing
the other bill which provides for an
.appropriation of $3,000. You are
merely killing this bill, which pro-
duces no benefit to the State what-
.ever, and you still have before you
the other bill for the preservation of
the other forts. I state this in order
that the House may know the situ-
ation and that it may see that the
remarks made have nothing to do
with this matter.

At this point the Senate came in
:and a joint convention was formed.

IN CONVENTION

The President in the Chair.

On motion by Senator Carter of
Androscoggin, it was

Ordered, that a committee be ap-
pointed to wait upon the Honorable
Ralph O. Brewster, Governor of the
State of Maine, and invite him to at-
tend this convention and to receive
from him such communication as he
may be pleased to make.

The Chairman thereupon appoint-
ed as members of that committee on
the part of the Senate, Senators
Carter of Androscoggin, Hussey of
Aroostook and Holley of Somerset;
on the part of the House, Representa-
tives Hamilton of Caribou, Boman
.0of Vinalhaven, Pendelton of Islesbo-
ro, Stitham of Pittsfield, Fuller of
Southwest Harbor, Clarke of Ran-
dolph, and Mrs. Allen of Hampden.

Subsequently the committee re-
ported through Senator Carter of
Androscoggin that they had delivered
the message with which they were
charged, and that the Governor in-
formed them that he would attend
the Joint Convention forthwith.

The report was accepted.

Thereupon the Governor and Coun-
cil then entered the hall of the
House of Representatives amid ap-
plause, the audience rising and Gov-
ernor Brewster delivered the follow-
ine address:

Mr. President and members of the

Eighty-second Legislature: Our
netghboring province of New Bruns-
wick, with which we have long en-
joyed most cordial relations, is now
moving rapidly toward the consuma-
tion of a project which vitally af-
fects the interests of the State of
Maine. Preliminary steps have been
taken; exhaustive surveys have been
made by the Provincial government
ot thousands of square miles of ter-
ritory within the State of Maine:
and an application is now pending
calculated to lay a firm foundation
for carrying out the plan.

Grand Falls on the St. John Riv-
er three miles beyond our boundary
is a water-power of the first magni-
tude, and its development by the
Provincial government is now plan-
ned. According to the report of
the Provincial engineers, seventy-
three per cent of the storage essen-
tial to the economical development
ot this water-power is located with-
in the State of Maine. Over four
thousand five hundred sguare miles
of territory in Maine is affected by
this project, with a drainage area
furnishing over fifty billion cubic
feet of water capable of storage and
appropriate release. Several addi-
tional billion cubic feet of water
would also be stored jointly by the

boundaries of the Province and the
State of Maine.
With the storage available upon

the Canadian side of the line Grand
Falls would develop less than sixty
thousand electrical horsepower for
commercial use. With the storage
available in the State of Maine, and
no alteration in the generating ma-
chinery or additional investment of
any kind other than the development
of storage facilities, Grand TFalils
would develop over one hundred and
twenty thousand electrical horsepow-
er for commercial wuse. Thus the
Maine reservoirs would double the
effectiveness of this power and have

its productive cost, assuming the
storage costs on each side of the
line to be approximately the same,

although it is probable that the ad-
vantage in this respect is in favor
of Maine.

The Provincial Government is pro-
posing to develop this power, in-
spired by the example of Ontario, be-
cause it believes that very great in-
dustrial expansion and commercial
development will come as the result
of available power of this character.

The International Commission on
the uses of the St. John river ten
years ago, examined this territory
exhaustively and all the commission-
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ers representing both countries
agreed in the following statement:
“The utilization of this immense
power that nature has placed at
their disposal would unquestionably
greatly stimulate the prosperity of
the people of both countries. The
storage afforded in both countries is
a necessary factor, for the use of

which harmonious action by both
Governments is requisite, With
great natural advantages, unusual

railroad facilities, and with an abun-
dance of forest products available,
there would seem to be every reason
for believing that, with proper de-
velopment of this power, aided by
such conservation of water as the
evidence shows to be feasible, this
section would witness a remarkable
increase in wealth and population.

“Appropriate legislation would
safeguard the interests of the people
of both countries and insure to each
a proper measure of enjoyment.”

* ok % %k %

“In the opinion of the commission-
ers both Governments will be amply
repaid for the expense of the work.
Its results demonstrate that the im-
mense conservation possibilities, for
water purposes as well as log-driv-
ing, both in the United States and in
Canada, which 1is practicable and
feasible, need but development to
add to both countries extensive in-
dustries, to multiply the wealth and
largely increase the population on
both sides of the international boun-
dary.”

Nothing has been done to carry out
the recommendations of this com-
mission and co-operative action or
even legislative sanction by the
State of Maine does not now seem to
be necessary for our neighbors to
reap for themselves the full bene-
fits of the development of this great
‘water-shed.

The existing laws of the State of
Maine, apparently leave us absolute-
1y unprotected, if the Provincial gov-

ernment shall decide to carry this
project to completion hefore a
change in our laws is made., The
course is astonishingly simple, and

the initial step has already been
taken, and it is further clearly evi-
dent that all of the steps in the se-
quence are already known to the
authorities that are concerned.
Application for the development of
Grand Falls is now pending with the
International Joint Commission. The
initial dam at Grand Falls will flow
back water for thirty-two miles,

twenty-nine of which are along the
international boundary, raising the
level of the river sixteen feet above
low water, and flowing out approxi-
mately four hundred acres of land in
the State of Maine, besides possibly
over-flowing certain lines of the
Bangor and Aroostook Railway. This
is of course important and we are tak-
ing steps to protect our rights, but
this is of negligible importance com-
pared with what lies just beyond.

Assuming that the International
Joint Commission, in which Canada
at this time has a majority of the
representatives, shall grant this in-
itial application with such protection
as it may deem proper to the rights
of property and persons within the
State of Maine, no further grants of
any character will be necessary from
either the International Joint Com-
mission, the United States of Amer-
ica, or the State of Maine, for the
Provincial government to develop
fully, under existing law, the storage
resources within the State of Maine,
which will serve this Grand Falls
project.

It will only be necessary for some
private individual to acquire a power
site upon the St. John River or any
of its tributaries within the State of
Maine in its lower reaches. Under
the Mill Act, so-called, of the State
of Maine, as now interpreted, every
rivulet and every lake and stream
feeding that dam site is then amend-
able to appropriation and develop-
ment without regard to the rights of
any other property owners within
that drainage area. This means that
over four thousand five hundred
square miles of Maine territory would
be servient to the development of
our neighbors across the line with-
cut necessary recognition by them in
any way of the contribution which
we thus make.

It would be a serious dereliction of
duty not to lay this situation fully
before you at this time. Interests
may very shortly become vested
which would make it impossible for
all time to relieve ourselves from the
situation that would exist.

It is not necessary for us to take
any “dog in the manger” attitude to
recognize that the State of Maine is
entitled to share in the benefits of
this development in proportion to the
contributions which its resources
make. We are the joint owners with
the Province of New Brunswick of a
rich heritage in this great water-
shed. It should be easily possible to
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adjust our interests with due regard
to the rights of all concerned.

The State of Maine, however, can-
not now be unmindful of the sacri-
fices and struggles and long series of
negotiations that gave this great sec-
tion to our State. We shall be recre-
ant to the memory of those men of a
century ago if we shall permit its
chief resource thus negligently to
pass from our hands.

Within the past few years repre-
sentatives of the Provincial govern-
ment have asserted rights that the
dam at Chamberlain Lake far with-
in the boundaries of Maine shall not
be maintained, and in the official re-
port of the Provincial engineers to
the Chairman of the Governmental
Commission investigating this pro-
ject, appears this significant sentence
bearing upon their plans.

“The Van Buren records (relating
to stream flow on the St. John) may
show a still more favorable margin
of safety at such time as the Cham-
berlain Lake area is restored to the
Allagash basin ”’

The New Brunswick Power Com-
mission ¢hart of this area includes
Chamberlain TLake in the St. John
water-shed. At this time the burden
would seem to be upon those who
would now change the course of this
stream although it is not clear that
the provisions of the Mill Act may
not give rights even to this extent.
Certainly all the remainder of this
great water-shed lies open today to
foreign appropriation and use.

There is now pending before you
a proposal designed to limit ,the
operation of the Mill Act to a rea-
sonable distance above the site. So
far as the other great river systems
of Maine are concerned, aside from
the St. Croix, it is peculiarly a matter
for legislative determination as to
the predominant public interest in
development of this sort. It is rec-
ognized by our Supreme Court that
the original Legislative enactment
did not contemplate storage develop-
ments seventy-five or one hundred
miles up-stream, but judicial inter-
pretation and application of this Act
have carried it to the limit of the
upper reaches of the stream. It
seems possible that other interests
are now developing, which are at
least of equal importance and might
properiy require legislative consider-
ation and action, for the acquisition
of property in derogation of other
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owners. It is easy to say that all
rights ot property within our State
have been acquired subject to this
possible acquisition by other owners
further down the water-shed, but it
is significant that practically all the
great developments in the State of
Maine have been carried out under
a grant of- rights from the Legisla-
ture. Protection of the predominant
public interest has been the only
thing ever sought by anyone interest-
ed in the affairs of the State of
Maine,

Determination of policy upon this
question within the State of Maine
is peculiarly a matter tor the legis-
lative department of our govern-
ment To that branch it would seem
corporations seeking development
might wisely and properly be asked
to resort. '

Protection of the interests of the
entire State, however, in the de-
development of the great water-shed
of the St. John, is a matter with
which we are all alike concerned as
citizens of Maine and to which it
cannot be doubted you will address
vourself with an eye single to the
very important concerns that are at
stake.

In my judgment this Legislature
should before adjournment take ac-
tion adequately to protect the val-
leys of the Allagash and the St.
John and tributary waters from ex-
ploitation for the sole benefit of in-
terests foreign to our country and
our State. Good neighbors will not
be offended when we, alike with
them, seek to secure the utmost ad-
vantage from the development of the
natural resources that lie within our
bounds. This seems to me to mean
that the Mill Act must be modified
at least in its application to these
streams and possibly this will re-
guire for the entire State as well to
prevent an unconstitutional discrim-
ination. Such action would simply
require resort to the Maine Legisla-
ture for future storage developmerts
which is the customary procedure
and is not a course to be greatly
feared by any honest seekers for the
advancement of the welfare of our
State.

The Supreme Judicial Court of
Maine, in its latest opinion, has in-
dicated legislative action as the ap-
propriate method to deal with res-
trictions or extensions of the right
to construct storage dams. This
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recommmendation is bascd upon the
opinion of the Attorney General, the
constitutional officer sclected by you
to advise the Kxecutive and Legisla-
tive Departments in matters of law.
By him we will be warranted in be-
ing guided when lawyers disagree.

Whether we may go further in
these regions and limit or regulate
in any way the development ot stor-
age basins not requiring the excrcise
of the power oif eminent domain is a
question for most serious consider-
ation before you shall return to
your several homes. The natural
flow of this stream is the right of
riparian owners and it would seem
might properly be asserted by the
sovereignty as well.

The suggestion that the present
movement if only transitory, and
that a change in government in the
Province of New Brunswick may end
for the present the development of
this project along our northern
bounds is not an answer to the dif-
ficulty with which we are faced. It
is our plain duty now to provide
proper protection whenever such a
contingency shall hereafter arise. In
the future of electrical development
Grand Falls will assuredly come into
its own, and then it will be of su-
preme importance that all the power
and authority of the State of Maine
is organized to deal advantageously
with the situation that shall arise.

In consideration of this question
we are ever mindful of our Federal
form of government and purpose to
encroachment upon the proper con-
cerns of the United States. We may
confidently rely upon a most jealous
regard for our interests by the con-
stituted authorities dealing with this
problem for the union of which we
are but a part.

It 1is, therefore, of the more im-
portance that we shall not ourselves
seem neglectful of the interests that
we are here to serve. The United
States of America cannot guard our
birthright if we shall permit it to be
exploited through loop-holes or
omissions in our existing laws.

A memorial to the Secretary of
State of the United States by this
Legislature declaring our conception
of our rights and the very important
and far-reaching interests that are
at stake would seem an appropriate
and helpful act on your part at this
time.

Placing of another citizen of the
United States and, if long standing
custom is followed, a citizen of the
State of Maine, upon the Interna-

tional Joint Commission without de-
lay would seem a proper subject for
immediate representation by us to
the I’resident ot the United States.
Hydro-Eiectric Power in Passama-
quoddy Bay

A somewhat different situation is
presented in the proposed develop-
ment along the international bound-
ary in Lassumaquoddy Bay, where a
charter is asked of this Legislature
for the development of hydro-elec-
tric power generated by the tides.
The apportionment of this power as
betwecn the State of Maine and the
P’rovince of New DBrunswick seems
of the very greatest importance in-
volving as it does, according to its
promoters, several hundred thousand
electrical horsepower from the dams
that will be built. This opportion-
ment, in my jJjudgment, should be
determined by the legislature rather

than by any other body within our
state. The opinion has been very
commonly expressed that this pro-

ject was a phantom of the imagina-
tion and apparently its passage is
facilitated by consideration of this
sort. None of those responsible for
the great electrical developments
within our state have considered
this project as practicable at the
present stuage of development of hy-
dro-electiic power.

Manv citizens of our state, how-
ever. earnestly and honestly believe
in this project as feasible at this
time. [t would seem to be better to
consider the situation from their
viewpoint in determining the action
of the state.

Franchises have been very freely
granted in Maine for the develop-
ment of hydro-electric projects, but
these—almost without exception—
have been granted to men having
very large investments within the
State of Maine and amply able to
carry out their undertakings.

The one proposing this develop-
ment frankly states that the secur-
ing of responsible financial backing
must wait upon our grant. It seems
to me that there is a clear distinc-
tion between a grant to interests
prepared for development within a
reasonable time and to others who
must seek bankers for the projects
that they propose.

The customary procedure is for
responsible interests to consider a
project and then ask a limited grant
of rights from the State with a se-
rious intention of going forward as
rapidly as the obstacles are cleared
from the way. Any other procedure
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seems to place the cart before the
horse. With a valuable piece of
property we would not think of giv-
ing a ten-year option upon its dis-
position upon terms and subject to
profits which our grantee might stip-
ulate in arranging any sale.

Business prudence would require
that responsible backing should be
secured as a condition precedent to
grant of rights by the State of
Maine. This is the orderly method of
procedure and no obstacles will be
placed in the way.

Any such preject should involve
careful negotiations between the
Provincial and Dominion Govern-
ments and the Federal and State
Governments involved in the United
States as to the allocation of rights
and obligations under the project
that is proposed. Such decent con-
sideration will not hinder, but rather
advance the end of development
which we all like to have in view.
Reference of such a question to the
Public Utilities Commission for in-
vestigation and report or to such a
Commission as you might constitute
for this purpose, would move as rap-
idly and wisely in this direction as
seems possible with the information
that is now at hand. It will result
not in delay but in expediting the fi-
nal consummation of this project, if
it is now within the realm of feasi-
bility, as many citizens honestly be-
lieve. The pending proposal locks
this project up in the hands of a
single promoter for a period of
ten years, with no regulation of
stock or bond issues by the Public
- Utilities Commission as is custom-
ary in every project of this sort.

Shore properties owned by the
State of Maine furnish three-fifths
of the inclosure essential to this de-
velopment and yet this Legislature
in the act that it is proposed for you
tc pass would grant to an Interna-
tional Joint Commission with which
Maine is in no way directly con-
cerned the sole power to allocate the
resultant electricity between New
Brunswick and the State of Maine.
Such a surrender of our property

and our Sovereignty is not in ac-
cordance with Yankee thrift.
If the International Joint Com-

mission has this regulatory power
we shall necessarily comply with
their decree but their right should
not be based -ipon our voluntary
grant. Such a supine surrender of
our powers was not the mandate
that sent us here. However, one
consideration alone in this project,
for this overwhelmingly Republican

Legislature would seem to suffice.
The proposed charter grants a
practically unlimited right of export
of Maine’s share of the hydro-elec-
tric power that is to result,

The Republican platform upon
which we were elected states in no
uncertain terms:

“We recognize that the established
policy of this State is to retain
Maine’'s hydro-electric energy within
the State for the use of our people
and our industries.”

There is no equivocation in that
declaration. The policy and its im-
plications are entirely clear, We are
dealing with the greatest power de-
velopment ever proposed within our
State and are to inaugurate a policy
of exportation in the haste of these
closing days in clear violation of
that considered party pledge. Such
is not the example of honesty of
Lincqln and Coolidge whose leader-
ship we are proud to claim. With
what confidence could the people
ever again entrust us with power if
within three months of taking office
we had thus proved recreant to our
trust?

It is urged that tidal power is not
hydro-electric power, but Webster’'s
International Dictionary does not
bear out this view. Whether a
change in our policy in this regard
may be wite, the future alone can
determine. The temperate discus-
sion of such a possibility will be
welcomed by every citizen of our
State. For fifteen years, however, it
has been a settled policy that hydro-
electric power generated within our
bounds should not be permitted to be
sent out. It will not he well for us
te inaugurate a chaage in this policy
on such insufficient consideration as
this has received and on behalf of
what many contend is merely a
phantom grant.

It is often suggested that Maine
is stagnating in power development
as a result of this policy which we
have pursued. Much is said
of the great undeveloped water-
powers existing within the State of
Maine. We are never told by these
critics that according to the last re-
port of the Maine Water Power
Commission, Maine stood fourth in
the TUnited States today in the
amount of hydro-electric power de-
veloped within our bounds; exceed-
ed only by Washington, which at
that time was in third place by a
seant margin, and by California
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and New York which alone have a
substantial lead.

The picture of Maine as a power
station for the industrial develop-
ment of other states has never im-
pressed itself upon the mind of
Maine. If hydro-electric power is
such a trivial factor in industrial de-
velopment, why is anyone so much
concerned in its transmission for
hundreds of miles beyond our
bounds? Our hydro-electric power
possibilities, transcending those of
practically all our sister states, seem
to the industrialists among our
neighbors to be exactly in the posi-
tion of the “sour grapes.” These
powers are, they tell us, of no use
to ourselves, but of very great im-
portance to them, even with the sac-
rifice involved in transmitting this
power to industrial centers hun-
dreds of miles away.

It is regrettable that the consider-
ation of these questions could not
come earlier in the session when
the pressure was materially less.
The Provincial report upon the
Grand Falls development, however,
was only made upon February 4th,
and it has *aken some time to se-
cure full information and digest the
possibilities thal were involved. This
accounts for the delay in presenta-
tion to you of one of the most se-
rious questions with which a Maine
Legislature has been faced in re-
cent years. It is not to be doubted
that you will approach it with an
eye single to the interests of our
State, mindful of our great heritage
and of the traditions of three cen-
turies of sturdy pioneers upon which
it is based. (Applause, the audience
rising.))

The purpose for which the Con-
vention was assembled having been
accomplished, the Convention was
dissolved and the Senate retired to
the Senate Chamber, amid the ap-
plause of the House.

The Governor and Council then re-
tired.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Portland, Mr. Nichols, still has
the floor.

Mr. NICHOLS of Portland (con-
tinuing): Mr. Speaker, at the time
of the interruption of business by
the intervention of the Honorable
Senate, I was trying to explain to
this body the difference between
two bills which have been discussed,
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one of them being before the House
and the other on the table. The mo-
tion of the gentlemnan from Auburn
(Mr. Wing) is to indefinitely post-
pone House Document 486, but this
bill has to do with only two forts in
the State, Fort William Henry and
Fort Halifax Block House, as it is
called.

Now, according to my recollection,
Fort Willlam Henry is State prop-
erty now, hut Fort Halifax Block
House is not owned by the State,
but is owned by some historical so-
ciety. The forts mentioned in Sen-
ate Document 213 are all owned by

the State and are State forts, and
are declared by Senate Document
213 to he State parks. Now, it Iis
for the Legislature to determine

whether they wish to make a dis-
tinction between Fort William Hen-
ry, which is State property, and the
other forts that are owned by the
State, in making two separate ap-
propriations. It would be my sug-
gestion that all of the state-owned
parks or forts be treated alike, and
that if this House of Representatives
wished to aid in support of Fort Hal-
ifax Block House by making an ap-
propriation, they could do so; but all
of the other forts, it seems to me,
should be in the same class. Now
the bill passed both bodies making
an appropriation of $3,000 for the
other forts owned by the State. An
amendment was made to that hill in-
creasing it to $5,000. That amend-
ment is on the table. If we are to
pass this measure appropriating
$1300 a vear for these two forts,
then, certainly, we should not in-
crease the amount which has al-
ready passed to take care of the oth-
er forts. If the Legislature pass-
es this bill, certainly they should
kill the amendment to the other bill
because there is already appropriat-
ed $3,000 a year for taking care of
the other forts, and that amendment
was increased to $5,000. merely for
the purpose of taking in all the
forts.

The remarks of the gentleman
from Kittery (Mr. Burnham) in no
way apply to the maintenance of
the forts. The only question before
us is whether or not we wish to
make a discrimination between these
twe forts and the forts which are
owned by the State. I say they
should all be treated alike.

Mr. BISHOP of Boothbay Harbor:
Mr. Speaker, as I understand it, the
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matter under discussion now is
House Document 486 and not any
bill that is now on the table; and as
the gentleman from - Portland (Mr.
Nichols) has told you, this bill pro-
boses an appropriation for two par-
ticular forts, Fort William Henry
and Fort Halifax, I do not under-
stand that there is any relation be-
tween the two bills, and if this bill
is indefinitely postponed, no money
will be available for these marvelous
old forts. I am somewhat familiar
with Fort William Henry, situated
at Pemaquid in the town of Bristol.
At this place was one of the first
setilements of white men in this
country, and on this site one of the
first forts.was built in the New
World It is considered important
enough so that famous historians
come down there and spend weeks
gathering material for their histories
of the early times in America. Two
books have been written about this
one fort.

For many vyears it has been the
custom of the state of Maine to
make a small appropriation for the
upkeep and maintenance of this mar-
velous old structure, and it seems to
me it would be unwise at this pe-
riod to stop The people of that
section consider this old fort a great
asset. It is one of the leading fea-
tures in the advertising matter that
is sent out all over the country to
bring people into Maine, and thous-
ands and thousands of people travel
many miles out of their way each
vear to view it. 1t is necessary to
have someone there to look after it
and necessary to spend a small
amount to keep it up. In view of
these facts I trust that the motion
of the gentleman from Auburn (Mr.
Wing) will not prevail.

Mr. WARREN of Winslow: Mr.
Speaker, it seems to me that some
arrangerients could he made in re-
gard to Fort Halifax in this House.
I want to say to vou that this old
fort is situated at the junction of the
Kennebec and the Sebasticook riv-
ers, directly opposite the 1Maine
Central Railroad and directly oppo-
site the trunk line that passes into
Canada It has been cared for in
previous years by the Lockwood
Company. The Maine Central Rail-
road Company many years ago ask-
ed permission to take this over 7ior
the benefit of their passengers pass-
ing by this old fort, and it remained
a. long time in the hands of the
Maine Central, a very small section,

Just a few rods square around the
fort. It has become grown up with
wooden buildings in and around this
fort in such a way that the people

in town, in my vicinity, have be-
come worried about it. Buildings

have been put up there for storage
burposes and one thing and another
and they felt so earnestly about it
that the D. A. R. interviewed the
railroad people and got their con-
sent to take this old fort over for its
preservation. The fort has been kept
up in a way by subscriptions of the
pecple in the locality who are very
much interested. At our last town
meeting they raised $2,500 for the
clearing away of these buildings
around this fort to make a small
park. It is something you cannot
replace; it is a very historic spot;
and I feel it would be very wrong
indeed to let it run down. This
matter came up before the commit-
tee on Appropriations and Financial
Affairs—and we all know how eco-
ncmical they have shown themselves
to be—and they favored the upkeep
of this fort. I hope, members of the
House, that this motion will not pre-
vail.

The SPEAKER: The question is on
the motion of the gentleman from Au-
burn, Mr. Wing, that this resolve be
indefinitely postponed. Is the House
ready for the question?

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion to indefinitely postpone fail-
ed of passage, and tomorrow morn-
ing was assigned for the second
reading of this resolve.

Passed to Be Engrossed

S. P. 45: An Act to Amend Sec-
tion 18 of Chapter 118 of the Re-
vised Statutes, relating to the fees
payable to Registers of Deeds.

S. P. 162: An Act reimbursing
towns for supplies furnished certain
Indians.

S. P. 246: An Act to Repeal Chap-
ter 57 of the Private and Special
Laws of 1923, relating to smelt fish-
ing in the waters of Pennamaqguam
and Cobscook bays.

S. P. 340: An Act to Amend Sec-
tion 37 of Chapter 117 of the Revised
Statutes, as Amended, relating to the
salary of County Attorney of Somer-
set County.

S. P. 411: An Act to Amend Sec-
tions 9, 10, and 11 of Chapter 5 of
the Revised Statutes, relating to lists
of persons to be made by the asses-
sors of cities and transmitted to
boards of registration,
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S. P. 471: An Act to Amend Sec-
tion 4 of Chapter 34 of the Revised
Statutes, relating to the duties of the
Commissioner of Agriculture.

S. P. 514: An Act to ratify trans-
fers of certain real estate to the
State of Maine.

(Tabled by Mr., Kinsman of Augus-
ta pending passage to be engrossed
and specially assigned for tomorrow
morning.)

S. P. 575: An Act to define certain
grades of milk offered for sale within
the State.

S. P. 578: An Act relating to the
disposition of money collected under
the provisions of the Inland Fish and
Game Laws.

S. P. 590: An Act to Amend Sec-
tion 18 of Chapter 219 of the Public
Laws of 1917 as Amended by Chap-
ter 196 of the Public Laws of 1919
and as amended by Chapter 73 of
the Public Laws of 1921, relating to
Fishing in Upper Kezar Pond and
in Lovewell's Pond in Oxford County,
and in Lower Kezar Pond, in Oxford
and Cumberland counties.

S. P. 591: An Act to provide for the
completion of the wvital records of
the State.

Mr. SARGENT of Sedgwick: Mr.
Speaker, I move that this bill be in-
definitely postponed.

Mr. WING of Auburn: Would the
gentleman who last addressed the
House enlighten us as to his reason
for this motion?

Mr. SARGENT: Mr. Speaker, this
bill, not being explained by some of
its proponents, led us to think that
it carried merely a provision to col-

lect and transmit to Augusta the
vital reccords of the State, such as
could be obtained up to the year

1892. This was to be done at the ex-
pense of the cities, towns and plan-
tations, but only as fast as money
was appropriated by the various
cities, towns and plantations for that
purpose. In reading the bill, how-
ever, it would seem that this work
comes entirely under the direction of
the Commissioner of Health, 1 will
read certain sections. “Sect. 2. The
clerk of each and every such city,
town and plantation shall, under the
direction of the Commissioner of
Health, transcribe in full upon such
blanks all records of births, mar-
riages and deaths in the possession
of the city, town or plantation and of
the churches situated in the city,
town or plantation not already re-
turned, and shall transmit the same,
properly certified, to the Commis-
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sloner of Health within such reason-
able time as he may prescribe.”
This leaves it entirely in the hands
of the Commissioner of Health,
In Section three there is also a

provlision that the officers of the
municipalities “shall, within such
reasonable time as may be pre-

scribed by the said Commissioner of
Health, cause to be copied at the ex-
pense of the city, town or planta-
tion, under the direction of said
Commissioner of Health, the in-
scriptions on all gravestones in the
city, town or plantation erected to
the memory of any person who died
brior to 1892, so far as the same re-
lates to the name of the deceased,
date of death, age or date of birth.”
My objection to this bill is that it
places a burden on the towns which
may lead to a very considerable ex-
pense. I think no one can attempt
to assume just what that expense
might be and it is not left to the dis-
cretion of the towns to be carried
out as fast as money may be appro-
priated according to the wishes of
the towns, but this work ‘must be
completed within such reasonable
time as may be prescribed by the
Commissioner of Health.
The SPEAKER: Is
ready for the question?
Mr, WARREN of Winslow: Mr.
Speaker, if the House will understand
that birth records were not kept by

the House

the town clerks prior to 1892, they
will realize the magnitude of this
joh. He would have to go into

every family and ascertain the date
of birth of every such person. T be-
lieve this measure is more far-reach-
ing than the most of us have any
idea of, and I hope the motion of the
gentleman from Sedgwick, Mr, Sar-
gent, will prevail.

The SPEAKER: Is the House
ready for the question? The ques-
tion is on the motion of the gentle-
man from Sedgwick, Mr. Sargent,
that this act to provide for the com-
pletion of thHe vital records of the
State be indefinitely postponed.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion to indefinitely postpone pre-
vailed.

Bills Passed to be Engrossed
(continued)

S. P. No. 592: An Act relating to
purposes for which cities and towns
may raise money.

8. P. No. 593: An Act relating to
the Attorney-General.”

S. P. No. 594: An Act making uni-
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form the registration
women as voters.

S. P. No. 595:
certain Acts
tions.

S. P. No. 598: An Act to ratify the
plantation meeting of The Forks
Plantation.

S. P. No. 599: An Act to appropri-
ate moneys for the expenditures of
the government for the remaining
months of the fiscal year ending June
30, 1925.

H. P. No. 703: An Act additional
to Chapter 356 of the Private and
Special Laws of 1883 entitled “An
Act to authorize the Construction of
a Bridge over the Tidewaters be-
tween Orr’s Island and Bailey's
Island and to authorize the town of
Harpswell to hire money and to con-
struct said bridge under the provis-
ions of Chapter 319 of the Public
Laws of 1915 and Acts additional
thereto and amendatory thereof.

H. P. No. 902: An Act relating to
the salary of the County Attorney of
York County.

H. P. No. 1135: An Act relating to
the care and support of paupers and
other dependent persons having no
settlement within the State.

S. P. No. 107: TResolve in relation
to the celebration of the sesquicen-
tennial anniversary of the Declara-
tion of Independence.

S. P. No. 281: Resolve
for a State Pension for
Tavlor of Whitefield.

8. P. No. 548: Resolve in favor of
Northern Maine Sanatorium for new
construction.

S. P. No. 576: Resolve appropriat-
ing money to aid in the screening of
certain lakes and ponds.

S. P. No. 577: Resolve appropriat-
ing money for the purpose of operat-
ing fish hatcheries and feeding sta-
tions for fish, and for the protection
of fish, game and birds and for
printing the report of the Commig-
gioner of Inlamd Fisheries and game,
and for maintenance of the Maine
State Museum and for other ex-
penses incident to the administra-
tion of the Department of Inland
Fisheries and Game.

Orders of the Day

The SPEAKER: Under Orders of
the Day, the Chair presents, espec-
ially assigned for teday. majority
and minority reports of the Commit-
tee on Banks and Banking, on bill,
An Act Relating to Contracts for the
Sale of Fur-bearing Animals, being
House Paper 839 (House Document

of married

An  Act to Amend
relating to Corpora-

providing
Frank H.
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193), the pending question being the
acceptance of eitlier report.

Mr. SARGENT of Sedgwick: Mr.
Speaker, I move that the minority
report, “Ought not to Pass” be ac-
cepted.

Mr. MARTIN of Augusta: Mr.
Speaker, I wish to briefly speak
against the motion of the gentleman
from Sedgwick (Mr. Sargent). This
matter comes before the Legislature
endgorsed and earnestly backed by
the Bank Commissioner of Maine,
and also favored end rerorted upon
favorably by the majority report of
a Committee by which it was most
carefully considered. It is a mat-
ter which is of counsiderable import-
ance to the people of Maine. It seems
to me to be a most meritorious mat-
ter. The proposition is a simple one.
It is merely the extending of the
Blue 8ky T.aw, so-called, to apply
to contracts covering fur-bearing
animals, and also other animals as
covered by the amendment.

The Blue Sky Law, as you all
kncw, was passed originally in 1913,
and later in 1919 broadened, so that
now when people in the State of
Maine wish to issue securities for the
financing »f their business, they have
to go to the Bank Commissioner and
there mak= a statement of the per-
tirent facts con<erning the business
which they wish to finance. If, to
the Bank Cormumissioner, the business
appears to be fair and just and
equitable, and without fraud, the
Bank Commissioner then gives per-
mission that they proceed and sell
their securities.. In case the Bank
Commssionar does not give permis-
sion and does not find that in his
opinion the purpose is fair, just and
equitable, an appeal is possible and
can be taken to any Justice of the
Supreme Court. Or. in otner words.
the party who is ruled against can
select his own Justice. and there
the case will be determined, and of
course no member would for one
minute consider that the case would
not be deiermined fairly.

TUnder tbe present law securities
Fave to be passed upcn. and this act
simply broadens ihe term ‘secur-
jities.”” Al the present time if a man
wants to put up a building on the
1 ain street for fifty thousand dol-
lars, and wants to sell bonds to the
public for twenty-five thousand dol-
lars, he goes, properly, to the Bank
Commissioner, and if it 1s a fair,
just and equitable proposition and
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without fraud, permission is given
him. Now, I cannot see, and do not
understand why there should be any
difference in the case of contracts
of this nature,—and of course the
main contracts are concerning fur-
bearing animals—or why they should
not go before the Bank Commis-
sioner. the same as a man whe is
raising moncy to put up a build-
ing.

In fact, instead of tne law trying
to reach out broadly and cover these
fur-bearing contracts, what has
really happened is that these con-
iracts have been so drawn that they
have evaded the Blue Sky Law, and
in order that theyv can be brought
in where they properly belong, this
act is before the House.

Now, I do not criticise or speak
against the fur-bearing contract. It
may be good and it may be bad.
We know that during the last year
something like twenty-three corpor-
ations of the f{ur-bearing contract

nature have been organized in
Maine, and that one corporation

alone has sold over one million dol-
lars worth of those contracts, and it
is a matter which should be consid-
cr1ed most seriously here today. One
of the main arguments against
brirging it in is that when a man
buye foxes he is not buying secur-
ities., but that is an evasion, simply
an evasioan No man who spends
two thousand dollars can honestly
say that what he buys is two foxes.
Those foxes are not delivered to him
and he does not see them for a
vear. He is investing two thousand
dollars on ihe chkance, as the liter-
ature says, of recciving back 37 1-2
ver cent by the sale of one pup at
thie end of a year. He is not buy-
ing foxes, he is investing two thous-
and dollars. and there is no question
alout that.

Now, I want fo read hriefly, to
bear this outr as to whether it is buy-
ing foxes or whether it is an invest-
ment that shouvld be under the Bank
Commissioner, & few words from the
literature of one of the fox ranches.
"'his is possibly the one which does
the largest business, and on page 3
of the booklet entitled ‘“Detailed
Plan of Development and Explan-
ation of Contract of Gordon Silver
Black Fox Ranches” it says: “We
cannot conceive a more diflicult sec-
tion of the country for an infant in-
dustry that s dependent upon finan-
cial assistance for its existence from
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the public, to spring up than in
Maine.,” “Financial assistance from
the Public!” When a man sells bonds
he goes to the public to obtain
financial assistance for the building
ot his enterprise, and that is what
tteyv do harve. They g¢ on and say
that they mayv be exchanged for
stock in the cecwpany that will
eventually be incorporated to carry
¢n the ranch.

On page 13 it says: “What are the
conditions and circumsiances that
enable you to pay 27 1-2 per cent on
the original investment?” And on
page 22 it says: “Dy the maintenance
of this policy all investors naturally
1w anifest a strong inciination and
disposition to explain the proposition
to their friends. We, o1 course, de-
sire to coavince as large a number
of people as possible of the sound-
ness of our proposition as an invest-
ment rather than to interest in the
business a small number of people
investing comparatively large
amournits.  We have estallished the
minimum investment at $100.00. Do
original investors reinvest?””

Irom their own language there
can be no question that this is an
investment that thev are selling, and
it properly should be under the su-
pervision of the Bank Commissioner
and under the supervision of the
Supreme Court oi this State. As I
sayv, the proposition may be fine, it

may be good. People may
continue o make money and they
may not, but this act harms

and hurts no one. If it is a good prop-
osition all these people have to do,
who will be affected by it, 1s to come
before the hank commissioner—a 14
days’ notice is required and theyv have
to pay a fee of twenty-five dollars—
and if the scheme is fair, just and
equitable, and without fraud, then
will then receive permission to sell. 1
should honestly think that these peo-
ple would be glad of the opportunity
to come before the hank commissioner
hecause it will be an added boom to
their business if congent is given, anda
if it is not given thev have a right to
appeal to the supreme court. 1In other
words, it hurts nobody who is doing a
fair business, and if the business is
not fair it should bhe stopped.

I tell you, members of this J.egisla-
ture, I think we would do well here
today by not accepting the minority
report and by doing our part to see
that the fair name of Maine is not in-
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jured by any possible Pongzi financial
episode.

Mr. SARGENT of
Speaker, I had not
anything about this matter
than to make the motion, but I do
want to say one or two things. I be-
lieve that everybody who is trying to
do business feels, at some time or oth-
er, that he is handicanped by the great
numper of regulations to “which he
must subscribe and under which he
must work. Many of those bills, I
believe, have been enacted through
the arguments, similar to that which
we have heard in this case, that they
cannot do any harm, so why not have
them. Possibly they do not do any
harm, but is that any reason for plac-
ing further loads, further burdens, fur-
ther causes for diverting a man’s at-
tention from his legitimate business,
by enacting a law which is not called
for?

The principal argument of the last
speaker seems to be that the sale of
these contracts is an investment re-
gardless of what is said to the con-
trary. I maintain that the man who
puts money into one of these fox
ranches puts it in the same way as if
he were buying thoroughbred cattle to
start a dairy farm, in which case he
would buy a few good cattle for the
foundation of his herd.

Now, I do not want anybody to la-
bor under any mistake as to my inter-
est in this matter, and T am frank to
sav that I have a glight interest in one
of these fox ranches, but I do not care,
this vear or next, whether T get the
payvment for the sale of the bpups
which are sold or whether the foxes
are returned to me. I intend, in a year
or two anyway, to start a small ranch
of my own, not to sell foxes, but to
sell the pelts, and if it is necessary
for the ranch in which I have placed
a little money to turn over to me the
pups instead of the money, T am will-
ing to take them, and I can honestly
say that T know of a considerable num-
ber who feel in this same way in re-
gard to the matter. I have a friend
who started a ranch a vear ago last
fall with foxes he brought from
Prince Edwards Island. He had eight
foxes and they have returned him a
much greater rate of interest than he
could possibly have obtained by in-
vesting the same amount of money in
any stocks or bonds.

I have no further statements to
make except that I believe that the
passing of this law to bring these fox
ranches into the same class of se-

Sedgwick: Mr.
intended to say
further
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curities is placing a further and un-
necessary purden upon a business
which T do not believe would bring
any hardship upon anybody in the
State of Maine.

Mr. LOWELL of Lincoln: Mr. Speak-
er and friends of the House: This bill
or act in question and now under dis-
cussion, to my mind is aimed, and is
intended to aim, directly against one
particular corporation and that cor-
poration is no other than the Gordon
Silver Black Fox Company.

That company is operating quite
extensively in the town of Lincoln,
which I have the honor to represent,
and I feel it my duty to say just a
word in their behalf. I will say this,
that they are spending lots of money
and doing much good in a business
way in that vicinity and in Penobscot
county and, I might say, in the State,
And if they are in any way crooked,
it has yet to be proved, and I believe
that any individual is considered in-
nocent until he is proven guilty.

Now, I believe they should have a
fair deal. They have a”wonderful
proposition and it will work out all
right if they are given the oppor-
tunity.

Give them a fair deal, and if it be-
comes necessary to act, why, then will
be the time.

Mr. FROST of Belfast: Mr. Speak-
er and members of the House: I am
not particularly interested in this but
there was one remark made by the
representative from Sedgwick, Mr.
Sargent, that is seems to me shculd be
corrected. I fail to see any reason
why this places any additional bur-
den on this company. I am operating
under the corporate law of the State
of Maine and it has been necessary for
me to comply with all the conditions
of that corporate law before I could
begin tc do business. I did not regard
that as a burden. I regarded it as a
simple method under which I was be-
ing placed under exactly the same
condition as all the other corporations
in the State of Maine.

Now, it seems to me, as the repre-
sentative from Augusta (Mr. Martin)
has already stated, that this is nof a
handicap. It is not casting any re-
flection whatever on this company. It
is simply asking them to comply with
identically the same conditions as are
being complied with by other lines of
business selling securities in the State
of Maine.

Now, if the banking department is
worth anything to the State of Maine,
it should function, and it should not
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only function in connection with our
baﬁl{s and with organizations selling
securities, and with agents selling
stocks and bonds in corporations of
other kinds, but it should also include
every security of all kinds and de-
seription. That is all we are asking
this company to do; simply to comply
with identically the same con-
ditions that are heing complied
with by all the other firms
and agents selling securities in
the State of Maine. It is not casting
any reflection on them. They may
have one of the best things there is
in the State of Maine today; if so,
this will be an added protection if
they can get the approval of the
Banking Department, and it seems to
me to be one of the best endorse-
ments they could possibly have.

On the other hand, I think we all
realize that there is a fascination
about the unknown. A great many
of us are tempted to invest money
from time to time in things that
have really no standing in the finan-
cial world and that hold out a great
prospective inducement.

As usual, I have a little story that
I want to tell. 1t will only take a
minute and it will explain my feel-
ing in relation to this. It is said
that an oil promoter approached the
Gate of Heaven and was met by Saint
Peter, and when he was asked to give
his business he said that he was an
oil promoter. *“Well,”” Saint Peter
said, “we are somewhat overpopulat-
ed with oil promoters at the present
time, and I doubt very much if I
can admit you.” “Well now,” said
the oil promoter, “I have a scheme
which, if it will work, as I think it
will in all probability, would dimin-
ish the number of oil promoters that
vou have now and leave room for
men of some other clags to come in.”
After listening a little while to his
proposition Saint Peter saild, “All
right, under that condition we will
give you a few days’ trial,” and he
admitted him. His proposition was
this: He went in and called each
one of the oil promoters to one side
and in a very confidential manner
told them that down helow they
were promoting a little scheme and
were meeting with great success,
that it was producing far bevond
the most sanguine expectations, and
time went on and in the course of
four or five days Saint Peter noticed
that the oil promoters had aill dis-
appeared but one and that one was
the man who had been spreading

this story, but on hig face he dete~t-
ed a look of discontent and unhap-
biness, and so he said, “My friend,
you do not seem to be altogether
happy and yet your scheme has been
successful beyond my greatest
hopes.” “Well,” said the oil promot-
er, do you know I am somewhat un-
happy for I am beginning to suspect
that there was a little truth in that
story that 1 told the other fellows.”
(Laughter and Applause)

Mr. CUMMINGS of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, I realize that to err is hu-
man and 1 may be in error on this
occasion, but this bill appears to me
to be merely an opportunity to place
under supervision an industry that
is promoted by a man, who, in my
judgment, has got Ponzi “skun a
mile,” (Laughter) a man who has
the unique distinction of being able
to sell goods and retain the money
and the goods too. I never knew or
heard of anything that equaled it,
and whatever opinions may prevail
in regard to the attractiveness of
that industry at the present time, 1
believe that most thinking men have
no doubt that there will be an un-
fortunate ending, and 1 hope to see
this bill enacted. I feel that this
Legislature could hardly afford to
go home without taking some step
along this line.

Mr. SMITH of Bangor: Mr. Speak-
er, I would like to say that I resent
the reflection and comparison of
Doctor Gordon to PPonzi. Now I am
not going to speak in favor of this
bill or against the bill, neither have
I any opinion as to the proposition.

Doctor Gordon lives in our town
and he is considered one of the most
honest, upright men in our commu-
nity.

Now, as to the soundness of his
proposition, men differ, and they
have a right to differ, but every man
who knows Doctor Gordon, would
very, very emphatically resent such
a. comparison. Dr. Gordon, every-
body believes, is sincere and is con-
vinced that his proposition is sound,
but there is a great difference of
opinion. But I want to say that
Doctor Gordon is mno Ponzi and
there is no dishonesty whatever in
his makeup, and he will compare fa-
vorably in his community with any
member of this House in their com-
munity.

The SPEAKER: If the House is

ready for the question, the Chair
will state the same.
Mr. PAGE of Skowhegan: Mr.
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Speaker, may 1 ask for a division?

The SPEAKER: A division is re-
quested. The question is on the
motion of the gentleman from Sedg-
wick, Mr. Sargent, that the minority
report of the Committee on Banks
and Banking, “Ought not to Pass,”
on this bill be accepted A vote of
“yes” is for the acceptance of the
“Ought not to PPass” report and is
against the bill. A vote of “no” is,
in effect, for the passage of the bill.
Is the House ready for the question?

A division of the House being had,

Fifty-five having voted in the af-
firmative and 71 in the negative, the
motion to accept the minority re-
port failed of passage

Mr. PAGE of Skowhegan: Mr.
Speaker, I move that the majority
report of the Committee, “Ought to
Pass” be now accepted.

The motion prevailed.

Mr. WING of Auburn: Mr., Speak-

er, is the measure now in a Dplace
where it can be amended?
The SPEAKER: The new draft

has not as yet been printed. In the
ordinary course the new draft would
now be printed and the bill would
come back for its first and second
readings, and then an amendment
would be in order The majority re-
port, “Ought to P’ass,” has heen ac-
cepted and the new draft will bhe
printed

The SPEAKER: The Chair. pre-
sents, tabled and especially assigned
for today, bill an Act to raise an ex-
cise tax on corporations organized
for making and selling electricity, H.
P. 1258, tabled by Mr. Wing of Au-
burn, March 30, pending first read-
ing.

On motion by Mr. Wing of Auburn,
the bill had its two several readings.

Mr. WING of Auburn: Mr. Speak-
er, T move that it takes its third
reading tomorrow morning, and my
reason for so doing is that the hour
is so late and the calendar so con-
gested that there is not time at this
sitting to give it the attention it de-
serves. However, it is entirely in the
hands of the House.

Mr. MARTIN of Augusta: Mr.
Speaker, may I ask through the
Chair whether the gentleman will as-
sign a time in the morning or after-
noon?

The SPEAKER: If this bill should
take its regular course it would be
among the bills in the third reading
tomorrow morning.

Mr. WING: That would be the first
part of the calendar.

The SPEAKER: Yes.

Thereupon the bill was assigned
for its third reading tomorrow morn-
ing.

The SPEAKER: The Chair presents
majority and minority reports on bill
an Act relating to granting licenses
for operating motor vehicles, H. P.
204, H. D. 43, tabled by the gentleman
from Augusta, Mr. Kinsman, March
30, pending acceptance of either re-
port.

Mr. KINSMAN of Augusta: Mr.
Speaker, I wish to yield to the gen-
tleman from Augusta, Mr. Martin.

Mr. MARTIN of Augusta: Mr.
Speaker, I simply want to state that

I believe thig bill will be like the
gasoline bill. 1 believe in future
vears it will be acceptable. I do not

think there is any desire for legis-
lation at this time and I have no pur-
pose to make any argument for it.

The SPEAKER: The Chair awaits
a motion.

Mr. HALE of Portland: Mr. Speak-
er, is there a pending question?

The SPEAKER: A motion is in
order to accept either report.

On motion by Mr. Hale of Port-
land, the House voted to accept the
majority report of the committee on
Judiciary, ought not to pass.

The SPEAKER: The Chair pre-
sents, tabled and especially as-
signed for today, a resolve amending
the Constitution prohibiting the use
of public funds for other than pub-
lic institutions and purposes, it be-
ing Senate Paper 40 (S. D. 31).

Mr. BARTLETT of Bangor: Mr.
Speaker, T move that the resolve be
finally enacted, and I now vyield to

the gentleman from Lewiston, Mr.
Holmes.
Mr. HOLMES of Lewiston: Mr.

Speaker, I support the motion of the
gentleman from Bangor (Mr. Bart-
lett). The real point in this resolve
to amend the Constitution—without
reading it through—is in these words,
that no public money shall ever be
appropriated for any kind of an in-
stitution or undertaking—those are
ny words; and now the words of
the resolve—‘“which is not publicly
owned and under the exclusive con-
trol, order and superintendence of
public officials or public agents.”
The whole resolve taken together
—and it is as everybody knows, the
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Massachusetts Amendment — is, I
think, absolutely bomb proof and no
loophole can be found to get money
out of the State Treasury, if adopt-
ed, for any private purpose or any
purpose which is not absolutely pub-
licly owned and publicly controlled.

In 1923, in the first part of Janu-
ary, Governor Baxter was inaugur-
ated, and in his Inaugural Address
he called for the submission to the
people of a comprehensive amend-
ment to the Constitution which could
be based upon economic grounds; in
other words, the Massachusetts
Amendment. Later a resolve was
introduced into the Legislature, in
the House, by the gentleman then
from Bangor, Mr. Barwise, now the
Senator from Penobscot, Senator
Barwise, incorporating the views
of Governor Baxter; in other
words, introducing the Mas-
sachusetts Amendment, as 1
remember it. That resolve was
referred to the Judiciary Committes
and a public hearing was held, and
the Judiciary Committee reported a
divided report hack; seven “ought
not to pass” and three “ought to
pass in new draft.” So, vou will see
that the original resolve introduced,
the Massachusetts Amendment, never
came back into the House or into
the Senate, and no member of the
House or Senate of that Legislature
ever got an opportunity to ~vote
upon that proposition. The minority
report, signed by three 'members,
was what afterwards was called the
Barwise Resolve, but it was only a
part of the Massachusetts Amend-
ment; it was confined strictly to 1.
ligious or sectarian schools a-
charitable institutions — hosgpitals
and other charities—which were con-
nected with religious denominations.

Now_ to me that appeared parti-
cularly clear, and I wish to get that
into the record, not merely for the
present moment but for what may
come later, long after the adjourn-
ment of this Legislature. I want to
read very briefly from the remarks
of the Representative from Houlton
in the Legislature of 1923, the
Eighty-first Legislature, Mr. Archi-
bhald.

At page 601 of the T.egislative rec-
ord of 1923: “Mr. Archibald of Houl-
ton: Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen: I
was one of the seven members of the
Judiciary Committee who signed the
majority report ‘ought not to pass.
If there were any virtue or any merit
in any draft or any bill that has been
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proposed touching this matter, it was
the original draft itself. But we were
told by the proponents of the meas-
ure, we were told plainly, squarely
and unequivocally that were that bill
reported in along the lines of the
original draft, it had no more chance
of passing this Legislature than of
getting into the next world. And no
sooner had the time been set for a
hearing on that original resolve than
were Drepared amendments which
were a marked change of front over
what was originally intended.”

In the Legislature of 1923 and to-
day in the Legislature of 1925 we are
making history. A hundred years
from now some similar question may
come up because these strange
manias of religious hate and sectar-
ian hate seem to rise like a disease
among the American people at least
c¢nce in every two generations, and if
such a subject again comes up, the
members of a T.egislature which may
he sitting then will refer back to the
legislative record of 1923 and the
record of 1925 to see how we voted
and what we said at the time as ex-
I'laining our intentions and our pur-
poses in voting as we did, just as we,
in this Legislature, and in the last
Legislature, witnessed how a similar
question came up, and referred bhack
to the constitutional debates to find
out what was in the minds of Gov-
ernor King, of John Holmes and the
other great statesmen of that period
who drafted Article § of the Const:
tution, when theyv drafted it.

Therefor, T helieve that it hehooves
every one of us in debate to walk
carefully. T believe it behooves every
one of us to be careful not to sav a
thing that he would not want to see
in hold print at any time in the near
or remote future, and especially to
speak without heat, swithout hate,
without preiudice.

For myself, T intend to say nothing
that would offend the sensibilities of
any member of this Legislature. 1
intend to discuss it. I hope bhriefly,
not merely as a Representative
speaking to the House, but as a citi-
zen of Maine talking to his friends
and fellow citizens, for I also am a
son of Maine, born in this State,
educated in its public schools, and
knowing my fellow citizens of all
classes and creeds as only a native
son can. There is not a hope, a
thought, an aspiration, that vou have
meditated in your minds that I have
rot alse conceived and meditated in
mine. There is not a chord of music
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or a line of poetry that vibrates in
vour heart at the thought of that
little, peaceful, white village church,
he it Congregational, or Methodist, ar
Episcopalian, which dots the hills
and valleys of our beautiful State,
but it strikes an answering chord in
mine.

In imagination now I can see such
& little church in the village of Sab-
hattus and always when it comes to
my mind it seems as though it were
a Sunday afteinoon in July, and I
can smell the scent of the new-mown
hay, and I can see the glint of the
sunnner sunshine on the blue waters
of the lake, and I hear the souad,
the mellow tones, of the churcih bell
calling “forever-never, forever-never,
forever-never,” forever calling for
brotherly love never to be abated,
and the peace of God seems to settle
upon the countryside. It is a part of
my heritage and I cannot be deprived
of it. T would defend that little
Protestant Church just as quickly
and just as earnestly as I would de-
fend the finest cathedral in the land.

I am for the Massachetts Amend-
ment for two, possibly three, rea-

sons. It is a measure of public eco-
nomy; it will achieve public econ-
omy: and it can be argued to the

people in a political campaign upon
the basis of public economy. I have
another, and I may say a personal
and private_ reason for being in favor
of the Massachusetts Amendment. I
regret to see the change that has
come over the land reflected in the
attitude of our people during the last
twenty-five or thirty vears. I wish
to explain by an example. I can re-
member the time when the good Sis-
ters of Charity, in Lewiston, who
owned and conducted St. Mary’s
General Hospital, and the Girls’ Or-
phanage and the Asylum for Boys,
and under State aid received no pub-
lic money of any kind, and I can re-
member seeing them begging from
house to house like Salvation Army
lassies, and I want to see that time
come back. It may have been, and
it may be, hard for the good Sisters
to beg private charity, but it was
good, and it will be good, for
the people of Lewiston to give in
private charity, because it is a pe-
culiarity of the human heart that
once we begin to give only a
small amount to the charity which
before we viewed with indifference,
then we begin to get interested
in it.

I think that I can assure the gen-
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tlemen who represent the various
municipalities in the county of
Aroostook that if any of them feel
that a ratification of this resolve and
its adoption into the Constitution
would work an economic hardship
on Aroostook, that they have no need
to entertain that fear. I realize, and
we all do, the situation in the St.
John Valley, that if the people living
in that valley were obliged to build a
new set of schools, it would probably
be far beyond their material re-
sources and would set them back for
a generation to come, and that the
present system is working satisfac-
torily. It is my opinion, and not
merely mine but also the opinion of
far better constitutional lawyers than
myself, that the adoption of the Mas-
sachusetts Amendment would in no
way affect the situation in the St.
John Valley, because at the present
time—and I can see no reason why
the Department of KEducation should
make a change—at the present time
the Department of Education counts
those schools, which are commonly
referred to as parochial and public
schools merged, counts them as pub-
lic schools, not as parochial schools
or convents or private religious
schools, and that the teachers who
teach there—mostly Nuns belonging
to teaching orders, wearing the vari-
ous garbs of different orders—are
certified—or certificated, whichever
the proper name is—as teachers un-
der the law of Maine, and if the
Massachusetts Amendment is adopt-
ed those public schools would remain
the same, as  public schools, and
those Nuns would remain the same,
as public school teachers, and a
Nun, no more than any other person,
can be deprived, under the Consti-
tution of the United States, of the
right to pursue peacefully the oc-
cupation of teaching.

I believe also—and it is made
very plain in the resolve, that char-
itable institutions which do a pub-
lic work would still be able to get aid
from the municipalities for which
they work, for the actual cost of the
charitable work that they do. If so,
it might be asked then “What is the
need of this amendment if those
conditions, which you have already
claimed, are satisfactory?’ Well, of
course, courtesy and the rules of the
House and a proper regard for my
personal safety prompt me to admit
that this Legislature is composed of
statesmen and patriots of the very
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highest degree who can be trusted to
enact legislation which might even,
possibly, be superior to the Tenth
Commandment, a Legislature which
never hears or never heeds the crack
of the party whip. But it is within
the bounds of possibility that there
might, some time in the dark ages to
come, be eclected o llegisiature com-
posed of members some of whom
might dwell in the clear air of the
mountain tops of intellectuality and
a few might grope their darkened
way into the peaks of imbecility, but
the great majority would plod along
the tested road of mediocrity listen-
ing for the voice of their master and
regarding the lash of the party whip
as a stroke of knightly honor, and
who can say that such a fegislature
would not appropriate public money
to the Poland Spring House, or the
Belgrade Lakes Hotel, or the Old
Orchard House, on the plea that they
are public undertakings doing a pub-
lic service and that they advertise
Maine?

Another reason, and to my mind
perhaps the strongest reason, for
passing this Massachusetts Amend-

ment. No sooner had the Barwise
resolve failed of a passage in the
House when statements, or inter-

views, or remarks, or stories appear-
ed at once in the papers of the state
to the effect that the fight had only
begun and that a section, or certain
sections, of the electorate were plan-
ning to carry the fight forward into
the next campaign and into the next
Republican state convention and in-
sist upon a plank calling for the
Barwise Resolve.

What can those people be thinking
of ? If such a resolve, such a pro-
posed amendment, should come to
the people in a political campaign,
as planned, if we may believe the
newspapers, it would not be a cam-
paign of education, as such a cam-
paign as this will be if this is pass-
ed, but demagogues would spring up
from every side with their minds
confused by a jumble of absurdities
about Encyclical Letters, Syllabus of
Errors, Temporal Power and the like,
who would lead the people through
a campaign of misrepresentation un-
til they would be baked in the fire
of hate, blistered with hypocracy
and rendered insensible to every
kindly feeling of American neighbor-
liness.

And as to the claims of those who
would end sectarian strife, if I un-
derstand the remarks of some mem-

bers correctly, I will say that they
should back up the Massachusetts
Amendment. But, in the name of
ending strife, they would continue
strife, in fact. They would continue
a strife which had its conception
only two years ago, a strife which
has set brother against brother,
friend against friend, father against
son, and under the cover of it the
Treasury has been depleted, the con-
tingent fund has bheen squandered
and histories of old Maine forts have
been printed and published as emer-
gencies. I ask you to pass the Mass-
achusetts Amendment, to get ahead
of that movement and to get to the
people first.

I said a few moments ago that I
believe we are making history. I
want to say that 1 believe today that
the real Maine is calling to us. Maine
is calling us, every one of us, to
come back to the old Maine, to the
Maine of Governor King who wrote
Article 8 of the Constitution, of Ed-
ward Kavanaugh, the Catholic Gov-
ernor of Maine, of Governor Fairfield,
who never missed attending a St.
Patrick’s Day Celebration, of Hanni-
bal Hamlin, the War Vice-President,
of Thomas B. Reed, the big-hearted,
the lovable, Tom Reed, of James G.
Blaine, the Plumed Knight, whose
rightful ambition was blasted by the
folly and the madness of the intoler-
ant Burchard. If the spirits of the
illustrious dead are aware of the
trinls and troubles of their friends
bclow, surely, the spirit of the great
and illustrious Blaine must be with
us this day.

Maine 1s calling to every one of
us, Protestant and Catholic, Jew and
Agnosti¢, to come back to the old
Maine where there was no Catholic
citizen, no Protestant citizen, but
only a united citizenry under one
flag, the Stars and Stripes, united in
the brotherhood of men, devoted to
the holy cause of lJiberty; liberty,
which will not tcierate the tyranny
of the majority, hcly liberty, for
which men have died grieving only
that they did not have more lives
to give to its wservice. Pass the

Massachusetts Amendment! (Ap-
rlause).
Mr. FROST of Belfast: Mr.

Speaker and memkbkers of the House:
I will be very brief and I hope that
vou will try to get your feet back
on to earth once more and look at
this matter in a very simple way.
Per:onally, I could admire any man
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or woman of any 1eligious faith un-
der the sun. 1 care not what it is.
I know that it is largely a matter of
irheritance. My religious belier is
the same as my father’'s and
mcther’s, and I am going 0 guess
that that is probably the situation
with nearly everybody else in the
House. Now, naticnality is a matter
©of kirth. That does not matter.

And now, on this bill here, I want
to inquire, Mr. Speaker, what is the
qrestion before the House?

The SPEAKER: The question is
f'nal enactment. This being a pro-
pogition to amend the Constitution,
requires for its passage the affirma-
tive vote of two-thirds of the House.

Mr. FROST (continuing): Then,
tefore the vote is taken, Mr. Speak-
er, I wish that every member of the
House would turr to Senate Docu-
ment No, 31. Jt will only take just
@ minute, Turn to rage 2, beginning
with line 9, “No grant, appropria-
tion or uss of pullic money or pro-
perty or loan of putlic credit shall
be made or authorized by the State
or any political division thereof,”
and so on, and then down below
there, down by line 14, “wherein
any denominational doctrine is in-
culeated, or any other school, or any
college, infirmary, hospital, institu-
tion, or educational, charitable or
religious undertaking,” and so on.
Now the impression in the minds of
the majority of the members of this
House is this, that if this bill is
Passed, public money would be
withdrawn from every school and
every hospital and every child’s in-
stitution in the State of Maine.

Now, look down into Section 2:
“Nothing herein contsined shall be
construed o prevent the  State, or
any political division thereof, from
paying to privately controlled hospi-
tals, infirmazries, or institutions for
the deaf, Aumb or Eklind not more
ihan the ordinary and reasonable
comnensation for care or support
actually rendered.” In other words,
instead of granting public money to
these institutions, if this bill is
passed exactly as it is, there is noth-
ing to prevent the State from paying
board in any one of those institu-
tions, and you are simply cutting out
your schools entirely.

Now I trust that this motion which
is before the House will not prevail,
for this reason. If it does not, then
I will make a motion to indefinitely

- setts Amendment, if passed,
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postpone this bill and put it back into
the Senate and let them settle it.
(Applause.)

Mr. MARTIN of Augusta: Mr.
Speaker, I wish to simply re-state
the position that I took several days
ago. I believe that the Massachu-
would
tend to do a great deal for the State
of Maine in restoring the peace and
harmony that we used +to have. I
believe it is an economic question
that can be discussed without rais-
ing any issues which cause hard
feelings. The gentleman from Bel-
fast Mr. Frost, finds objection, but
it has worked satisfactorily in
Massachusetts. This is an exact
copy, as I understand it, of the
Massachusetts Amendment excepting
only making the act apply to the
University of Maine instead of to a
National Home as in Massachusetts,
and I sincerely support the motion of

the gentleman from Bangor, Mr.
Bartlett.
Mr. CUMMINGS of Portland: Mr.

Speaker, T simply want to say that
this Amendment is absolutely just
and fair. It discriminates against no
class of citizens and applies the rule
to all alike. And for that reason I
shall vote for the amendment.

Mr. OAKES of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, T wish to state my position,
for the record, if for no other pur-
pose. I think this Amendment states
a sound, fundamentally economiec
proposition. I, personally, «do not be-
lieve in the proposition as stated as
an economic proposition. I, person-
ally, am satisfied that I believe in
the economic position as now stated
in our Constitution.

On the other hand_ a large number
of the people who elected me do he-
lieve in a change of this type. This
is the only bill that has been before
this Legislature which, to my judg-
ment,—and that is my personal judg-
ment and may not be correct—con-
stitutes a sound, fundamental propo-
sition.

My position is that the people have
a right to vote on it, and for that
reason I am going to vote for this
bill, and if I continue to feel as I feel
now, and unless something changes
my mind, I shall vote the adoption of
this Amendment by the people when
the time comes for that vote.

Mr. SMITH of Bangor: It seems
to me, Mr. Speaker, that the members
of this Legislature have a rare op-
portunity to render a real service to
this State. If we can forget every
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consideration other than the best in-
terests of Maine and the peace and
harmony of Maine, we will do much
to help the situation. T wvoted for a
resolve a few days ago with no other
intention than hoping that this sit-
vation might be healed, and in the
attempt to heal a situation which
most of us are tired of, and there are
an increasing number of people who
feel that some kind of a measure of
this nature must be submitted to the
people or we will still have this agita~
tion. It is not a matter of whether
or not this question has ever bheen
raised. Most of us had nothing what-
ever to do with raising this question,
but I do feel that we have an oppor-
tunity now—and I feel it is my duty to
take this opportunity—of rendering
what little service we can to heal this
situation.

The SPEAKER:
for the question?

Mr. McDONALD of Iast Machias:
Mr. Speakers and members of the TLeg-
islature, I want to heartily endorse
the argument put forward by the gen-
tleman from Bangor (Mr. Smith). It
seems to me that there is but one
question before this House today and
that is, shall we submit this matter to
the people and trust the people to do
what they want? We have had all of
thig agitation here for the last two or
three years, and it seems to me that
the only thing to do with this is to put
it squarely up to the people and let
them decide what they want, and I sin-
cerely hope that you will give them
that opportunity. (Applause.)

Mr. HALE of Portland: Mr. Speaker,
I heartily agree that this is a just and
fair proposition to submit to the peco-
ple of Maine, and I heartily agree
that it is purely an economic question
and must be considered as an eco-
nomic question. Only, with this reso-
lution, we must first pass upon the ne-
cessity, economic or otherwise, of sub-
mitting this amendment.

I think that before we submit this
amendment we should consider very
carefully whether the schools, hospi-
tals and country fairs, and various
other private institutions of Maine
which now, and for the last one¢ hun-
dred and five years, have received a
subsidy from the State, will stand this
economic blow.

I have in mind, for example, a hos-
pital in the city of Portland, the Chil-
dren’s Hospital, which now receives
State aid to the tune of, 1 think,
something like fifty thousand dollars
a year. If this amendment becomes

Is the House ready

a law, one of two things must, I think,
surely happen to that hospital. Either
it will close its doors or else it will
be taken over by the State, and there
is no doubt in my mind—and there
can be no doubt in the minds of many
of you—that it will be taken over by
the State, and when it is taken over
by the State, it will be run as a state
Institution, and if I have any Kknowl-
edge of State Institutions, it will be
run at a considerably greater expense
to the State than it is run today.

T think we ought to seriously ques-
tion the reality of the economy which
this resolve involves.

Mr. Speaker I move that when the
vote is taken, it be taken by the veas
and nays.

Mr. HAMILTON of Caribou: Mr.
Speaker, I will not occupy very much
of yvour time, but in the past, on vari-
ous ‘bills that have come up in regard
to this particular method, I have been
unable to vote with the majority be=
cause [ felt it affected our people in
Aroostook county too severely.

In this particular resolve it seems
to me that we can all get on the
same footing and vote together in re-
gard to it and submit it to the people
and let them decide what they should
do. It is fair and just, and it is aimed
at no particular class of people.

Now, Jet us all get together and
present this to the people so that
when we fight it out as it shall be

fought out, we will not be discussing
whether it is a Catholic measure or a
Protestant measure, a Xlan measure
or something else, but a measure that
each one can consider and vote upon
fairly and squarely. (Applause)

Mr. CYR of Waterville: Mr. Speak-
er, T want to go on record as favoring
this amendment because it is the on-
1y just and fair to everybody plan that
has been presented to this House.
L.eave it to the people to decide. If
they do not want it they will kill it,
but I want this to go to the people
and then they will be satisfied to kill
it or pass it

The SPEAKIER: Is the House ready
for the question}

Mr. SPEAR of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, I did not intend to address
myself to this proposition but ideals
call for sacrifices, and there has been
plenty of evidence that this is an issue
that should be put before the people.

I am a Trustee and a graduate of
an academy that will lose money if
this amendment should pass, but I am
heartily in favor of it and I shall
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vote for it, and will vote for it if it is
submitted to the people. If it is
passed, it will cost that institution
considerable money but they can ad-
just their finances, and if they cannot
stand on their own feet, I think they
had better fail. (Applause)

The SPEAKER: Is the House ready
for the quecstion? A request has been
made calling for the vote to be taken
by veas and navs.

A division of the House being had,

A sufficient number having arisen,
the yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER: Is the House now
ready for the question? As many as
are in favor of.the passage of a re-
solve proposing an amendment prohib-
iting the use of public funds for other
than public purposes wil say “aye”
when their names are called. As
many as are opposed to the final en-
actment of this resolve will say ‘“no”
when their names are called. Is the
question clear to the House? The
clerk will call the roll.

YHA-—AIllen, Yarmouth; Allen,
Harpswell; Ayer, Bartlett, Bangor;
Beckett, Benoit, Bisbee, Bishop, Boody,
Boman, Boynton, Briggs, Brown,
Bethel; Brown, Waterford; Bump,
Burnham, Campbell, Cole, <Comins,
Crockett, Cummings, Curtis, Cyr, Dal-
gle, Davis, Dexter; Decker, Deering,
Denmark; Deering, Saco; Drake, Dud-
ley, Dunbar, Dunning, Dwinal, Ellis,
Eustis, Farley, Forhan, Friend, I‘rost,
Berwick; Frost, Eastport; Fuller,
Gagne, Gallagher, Garnsay, Gilchrist,
Gilmour, Goodrich, Haggett, Hall,
Hallett, Ham, Hamilton, Harrington,
Hayford,  Hight, Holman, Holmes,
Houghton, Ingraham, Johnson, Jones,
Kilburn, Kinsman, Kitchen, Lait, Lam-
son, Larrabee, Lausier, Leighton,, Les-
sard, Littlefield, Lowell, Ludwig, Lunt,
Mansfield, Marden, Martin, McDonald,

Metealf, Mills, Mitchell, Houlton;
Mitchell, Newfield; Morse, Nichols,
Norwood. Oakes, Palmer, Peaslee,

Pierce, Pillsbury, Pullen, Roberts, Ro-

bie, Robinson, Roy, Sargent, Smith,
Snow, Spear, Stone, Sturgis, Thissell,
Thompson, Tupper, Vail, Wheeler,

‘Whitcomb, White, Wing, Kingfield;
Wing, Auburn; Winn.

NAY—Allen, Hampden; Atwood, Au-
dibert, Bartlett, Hanover; Bragdon,
Burns, Clarke, Davis, Portland; Flint,
Foster, Frost, Belfast; Gauvin, Gor-
don, Greenleaf, Hale, Harriman, Ire-
land, Jordan, Leland, Lewis, Mathews,
Mears, Melcher, Moore, Pendleton,
Piper, Seidel, Spruce, Stitham.

ABSENT-—Buker, Davitt, Hammond,
Nevins, Page, Pike, Towle, Warren,
Waterman, Young.

Affirmative 111.

Negative, 29.

Absent, 10.

LEGISLATIVE RECORD—HOUSE, APRIL 1

The SPEAKER: One hundred and
eleven having voted in the affirma-
tive, and 29 in the negative, the re-
solve is finally passed.

Mr., WING of Auburn: Mr. Speaker,
I move that we reconsider the vote
just taken, I having voted in the af-
firmative, and I hope that my motion
will not prevail.

A viva voce vote being taken,
motion to reconsider failed of
sage.

the
pas-

Out of Order
On motion by Mr. Sturgis of Au-
burn, it was,
Ordered, that the use of the Hall of

Representatives be granted to the
Agricultural Club at 7.30 Thursday
evening, April 2nd, to listen to an

illustrated lecture by C. H. Crawforq,
showing several reels on the sheep in-
dustry in the State of Maine.

On motion by Mr. Burnham of Kit-
tery,
Recessed until 4 P. M.

AFTER RECESS

The House called to order by the
Speaker at 4 P. M.

The SPEAKER: The House is
proceeding under Orders of the Day,
and before we take up the last mat-
ter assigned for today. a member

who was unavoidably absent this
morning, desires to state, for th.e
purposes of the Record, what his

vote would have been upon the Con-
stitutional Amendment; and the
Chalir recognizes the gentleman from
Millinoeket, Mr. Davitt.

Mr. DAVITT of Millinocket: Mr.
Speaker, I wish to go on record as
voting ves on the Maher matter. I
had to go out before the vote was
taken, and I ask as a special privilege
that I be allowed to vote yes.

The SPEAKER: The Record will
show that the gentleman (Mr. Dav-
itt) would have voted ves if he had
been present.

Mr BUKER of Bath: Mr. Speaker,
I also wish to go on record that I
would have voted yes had I been
present.

Mr. PAGE of Skowhegan: Mr.
Speaker, as another man absent, I
should have voted no had I been
present.

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure
of the House to take up out of order
papers from the Senate before we
proceed to finish the unfinished busi-
ness?
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Thereupon, papers from the Senate
were taken up out of order under
suspension of the rules, and disposed
of in concurrence.

The SPEAKER: The Chair will
state that the members of the ways
and bridges committee are absent in
executive session. If any member is
aware of any matter in which those
gentlemen are interested, he might
well table that matter until their re-
turn,

From the Senate: Report of the
committee on Banks and Banking on
bill, an act to authorize the payment
of retirement ccempensation to treas-
urers and assistant treasurers of sav-
ings bank and trust companies_ 8. P.
455, S. D. 186, reporting same in new
draft, S. P. 601, S. D. 272, under title
of an act to authorize the payment of
retirement compensation to treas-
urers and assistant treasurers of
savings banks, and that it ought to
pass.

Comes from the Senate report read
and accepted and the new draft
passed to be engrossed.

In the House, the bill had its first
reading, and on motion by Mr. Cum-
mings of Portland, was tabled pend-
ing second reading.

Senate Bills in First Reading

S. P. 603: An Act to incorporate
the Sandy River and Rangeley Lakes
Railway Company, and to authorize
certain towns to grant assistance
thereto.

S. P. 393: An Act to amend Sec-
tion 2 of Chapter 52 of the Revised
Statutes, as amended by Chapter 153
of the Public Laws of 1219, relating
to the definition of banking.

S. P. 270: An Act to amend Sec-
tion 47 of Chapter 14 of the Revised
Statiutes relating to schools of the
Passamaquoddy Tribe of Indians.

From the Senate: Report of the
committee on State Sanatoriums re-
porting ought to pass on resolve in
favor of Western Maine Sanatorium
for maintenance, personal services,
repairs and equipment, S. P. 101.

Comes from the Senate report read
and accepted, Senate Amendment A,
being Senate Document No. 280, read
and adopted, and the resolve as so
amended was passed to be engrossed.

In the House, the report was read
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and accepted in concurrence, and the
resolve received its first reading.

On motion by Mr. Davitt of Milli-
nocket, Senate Amendment A was
adopted in concurrence, and tomor-
row assigned for the second reading
of the resolve,

From the Senate: Majority re-
port of the Committee on Public
Health reporting “Ought to pass” on
bhill An Act to accept the provisions
of the act of the Congress of the
United States, approved November
23, 1921, entitled an act for the
promotion of the welfare and
hygiene of maternity and infancy
and for other purposes (8. P. No.
140) (8 Doc. No. 231)

Report was signed by the follow:
ing members:

Messrs. MINER of Washington
PHILLIFS of 1 ancock
—of the Senate
MITCHELL: of Houlton
McDONALD of East Ma-
chias
HARRIMAN of Readfield
PIERCE of Sanford
PEASLEE of Bath
of the House.

Minority report of same Commit-
tee reporting “Ought not to pass” on
same bill.

Report was signed by the follow-
ing member:

Mr. GREENLEAF of Auburn

—o0f the House.

Comes from the Senate Majority
Report read and accepted and the
bill passed to be engrossed.

In the House, on motion of Mr.
Greenleaf of Auburn, the matter
was tabled pending acceptance of
either report.

Majority report
and Minority

From the Senate:
‘“Ought not to pass”
report “Ought to pass” from the
Committee on Education on bill An
Act permitting children to be ex-
cused from the public schools to re-
ceive religious instruction, amend-
ing Section 37 of Chapter 16 of the

Revised Statutes, relating to the
management of schools; election
and discharge of superintendents

(H. P. No. 840) (H. Doc. No. 196).
The Minority Report having been
accepted in the House and the bill
passed to be engrossed.
Comes from the Senate the bill
indefinitely postponed in non-con-
currence.
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Mrs. ALLEN of Hampden: Mr.
Speaker, I wish to make the motion
that we concur with the Senate in
the indefinite postponement of this
bill.

The SPEAKER: The question
before the House is on tiie motion
of the member trom Hampden, Mrs.
Allen, that we concur with the Sen-

ate in the indefinite postponement
of this bill.
Mr. HOLMAN of Bangor: Mr.

Speaker, I would like to state in that
connection that [ wunderstand that
the vote in the Senate was very
close, only one favoring the ma-
jority report, and that since that
time one or two have expressed a
desire that, if possible, they would
like to change their vote. For that
reason I was going to move that the
House adhere to its former action
and that a committee of conference
be appointed.

The SPEAKER: The only motion
before the House at present is that
of concurrence with the Senate. Is
the House teady for the question?

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion that the House concur with
the Senate in the indefinite post-
ponement of the above bill prevail-
ed.

From the Senate: Majority Report
of the Committee on Judiciary on
Bill “An Act to provide the Method
of Nominating Candidates for Of-
fice” (8. P. No. 2) (8. Doc. No. 4)
reporting same “Ought not to pass”
and to report further that a Joint
order relating to an Act entitled “An
Act to Provide for the Method of
Nominating Candidates for Office”,
reported herewith have a passage.

Report being signed by the fol-
lowing members:

Messrs. MAHER of Kennebec
—of the Senate.
OAKES of Portland
WING of Auburn
HALE of Portland
NICHOLS of Portland
MARTIN of Augusta
HOLMES of Lewiston
—of the House

Minority Report of the same Com-
mittee on same Bill reporting
“Ought not to pass”.

Report being signed by the follow-
ing members:

Messrs. HINCKLEY of Cumberland
HUSSEY of Aroostook

—of the Senate
HAMILTON of Caribou

—of the House
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Comes from the Senate the
Minority Report read and accepted.
In the House, on motion by Mr.

Oakes of Portland, the matter was
tabled pending the acceptance of
eitherr report, and especially as-

signed for tomorrow morning.

From the Senate:

The following order:

Ordered, the House concurring,
that as a substitute for all commit-
tee reports and orders on Senate
Document No. 269 providing a meth-
od of nominating candidate for of-
fice, known as the Oakes-Anthoine
Bill, that the said Oakes-Anthoine
bill be submitted to the electors to
be voted on at the time as an initi-
ative measure entitled “An Act to
Repeal Sections One to Thirty-six of
Chapter Six Revised Statutes rela-
tive to primary elections,” and that
the said Oakes-Anthoine Bill be sub-
mitted as a competing measure
therewith,—the question on the bal-
lot being ‘ Shall the so-called Oakes-
Anthoine Bill, being a measure pro-
viding for convention nominations
with a primary appeal, be the law?”

Comes from the Senate, the order
having failed of passage.

In the House, on motion by Mr.
Qakes of Portland, tabled pending
passage and especially assigned for
tomorrow morning.

First Reading of Printed Bills And
Resolves

H. P. No. 313: An Act relating to
fishing in certain waters in Frank-
lin and Oxford Counties.

H. P. No. 1260: An Act relating to
the taking of white perch in certain
waters in Washington and Kennebec
Counties.

H. P. No. 1261: An Act to Amend
Section 27 of the Revised Statutes,
relating to the excise tax on rail-
roads.

H. P. No. 455: Resolve in favor of
Bertha M. Benit, of Portland, Maine,
for State Aid.

H. P. No. 624: Resolve in favor of
an Amendment to the Constitution
of the United States, prohibiting em-
ployment of women and children in
industry more than 48 hours in a
week.

The SPEAKER: The last matter
tabled and specially assigned for to-
day is House Amendment A to bill
an act to incorporate Old Town Wa-
ter District, H. P. 1248, H. D. 485,
tabled by Mr. Spruce of Milford,
March 31, pending adoption of the
amendment,




LEGIST.ATIVE RECORD

On motion by Mr. Spruce of Mil-
ford, House Amendment A was
adopted, the bill had its third read-
ing as amended by House Amend-
ment A, and was passed to be en-
grossed,

The SPEAKER: This is the day on
which matters come from the table
automatically, and the Chair pre-
sents report of the committee on
Taxation, ought not to pass, on bill
an act relating to certain exemp-
tions, H. P. 730, . D. 175, tabled by
Mr. Boody of Windham, March 25,
pending acceptance of the report.

Mr. BOODY of Windham: Mr.
Speaker, I would ask that this re-
main temporarily on the table and
that the amendment of the gentle-
man from Portland, Mr. Spear, have
precedence.

The matter was then temporarily
tabled.

The SPEAKER: The Chair pre-
sents House Document 422, being
House Amendment A to resolve pro-
posing an amendment to the Consti-
tution providing no tax on incomes
and inheritances shall be levied. H.
P. 29, H. D. 11, tabled by Mr. Spear
of Portland, March 25, pending adop-
tion of the amendment.

Mr. SPEAR of DPortland: Mr.
Speaker, I would move that the
amendment be adopted, and, to ex-
pedite business, if it is the pleasure
of the House, that this Document
have its several readings under sus-
pension of the rules and be passed
to the point of enactment. If that
privilege is allowed me, I will again
table the matter awaiting the arrival
of the administration document
which I understand is to be reported
in a divided report. I do not wish
to embarrass the acceptance or re-
jection of that measure, and there-
fore would like to have this tabled
in fairness to it. After that docu-
ment is disposed of, I will forthwith
take mine from the table, debate it,
and it can be disposed of as the
House sees fit.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
might well leave the bill on the table
in its present condition.

Thereupon the matter was
tabled.

re-

Mr. FLINT of Monson: Mr. Speak-
er—
The SPEAKER: Unless it is the
pleasure of the House to proceed out
of order these matters will come up
in their order.
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Thereupon the House granted Mr.
Flint of Monson the privilege of tak-
ing up out of order bill an act re-
lating to State Pensions and creat-
ing field agent for the blind, S. P.
581, S. D. 249, tabled by that gentle-
man, March 31, pending second read-
ing.

Mr. FLINT: Mr. Speaker, I vyield
to the gentleman from Sanford, Mr.
Pierce.

Mr. PIERCE of Sanford: Mr.
Speaker, I move the indefinite post-
ponement of this bill. In looking this
over, it seems to me that it is an
unnecessary bill, This is Senate
Document 249, if you will notice it
says that “The field agent of the
blind shall be a suitable person who
is himself blind. He shall be en-
titled to have a guide who is not
blind, to assist and accompany him
when engaged in his duties as such
field agent.” It seems to me that if
you have got to have a field agent,
have some one who can see so it will
not be hecessary to have a guide
with him.

The State today has 521 persons
on the pension list. At the present
time there are about 175 persons
waiting. During 1924, there were
&3 applicants accepted, the average
age of which was 66 years.

Another thing in the bill that does
not seem right to me that this agent
shall find places or opportunities for
the employment of blind persons,
and in helping the sale or other dis-
posal of articles which they may
nake. In answer to that the average
age in some of the different counties
is Androscoggin, 72; Lincoln, 77; Ox-~
ford, 75; Somerset, 71; and York,
54, Tt does not seem to me that very
many persons at those ages can do
very much work that could be taken
out and sold. Of those 83 applicants
this last year, two-thirds of them
were over 70 years of age, and sev-
eral were in the seventies and eight-
ies. The expense of this is $4,000 a
vear. It seems to me that rather
than pay two people $4,000 a year,
it would be better to help forty peo-
ple at $100 a year. There are now
28 receiving $96. The amount ap-
propriated each year was $8,000. I
understand that about $10,000 will
be given them this year, and this is
a 12%¢ increase; but if this bill
goes through, $8,000 out of the $10,-
000 will be given to an agent for the
blind.

I have all the sympathy in the
world for blind people, and for this
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reason I believe that this money can
be better used to help a large ma-
jority of the blind people than to
have an agent at the present time
and have an extra office in the State.
For this reason I move the indefinite
postponement of the bill.

Mr. LAMSON of So. Portland: Mr.
Speaker and gentlemen: I did not
suppose that I would have to defend
this measure. Our committee re-
ported out on that bill unanimously,
ought to pass. It was not reported
without due consideration and look-
ing at the subject from all angles.
I personally visited that Institution
for the Blind. I wish that some of
you people might have been there
and have seen those people sitting
around in the dark waiting for some-
thing to do; I think you would
change your minds. The room was
lighted and well heated, but it might
as well have been a dungeon for all
the good it did those people who were
there. I think your sympathies would
have been stirred. I think you would
have said that there was, indeed,
need for a field agent, some one who
could go out and find employment
for those people. They are sensitive
people, and therefore a blind man as
field agent can get just a bit closer
to them and their needs than one,
as they express it, “a sighted per-
son”, so the bill was drafted that
one man who was blind should have
a guide so that they could go around
and attempt to find employment and
to help the blind people in different
sections of the State. It is a pitiable
sight—it was to me—as I looked over
those people, and I thought how for-
tunate I was that I had my sight.
There is & man now within the sound
of my voice who was walking along
the street with as good eves as any
one has here when suddenly the
darkness came upon him and he will
be in darkness the rest of his life.

I do not believe you gentlemen
want to withhold anything that will
help these blind people in their work.
They do not ask for charityv, that is
the last thing they are asking for;
and I tell you that the greatest char-
ity one man can give to another, the
greatest help, is the opportunity to
help himself, That is all a red-
blooded man asks, and that is all
those good people over there are
asking. I saw some of the work that
they had done—marvelous! The
foreman there said to me, “a blind
man can do anything that anyone
can do except see.”
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I ask you gentlemen to let this bill
go through just as it is. It is just,
it is honest. It is the thing that
ought to be done, and in God’s name
do not do anything that will stop
help for the blind people for the
State of Maine. (Applause)

Mr. HALE of Portland: Mr.
Speaker: I think that the applause
indicates the sentiment of this
House. I would like to associate
myself with the remarks of the gen-
tleman who has just spoken. I sin-
cerely hope that the motion of the
gentleman from Sanford (Mr. Pierce)
will not prevail.

I happen to know that this particu-
lar bill means a great deal to the in-
mates of the Institute for the Blind
in Portland. It simply provides a
field agent. The reason it provides
that the field agent be himself blind
is that a blind man can better under-
stand the problems of the blind man,
the capacity of the blind and the
qualifications of the blind to work.
The bill had the careful considera-
tion of the committee and has a
unanimous report in its favor. I sin-
cerely hope that it will be given
passage.

Mr. WINN of Lisbon: Mr. Speaker,
I will $ay that I certainly hope that
the motion of the gentleman (Mr.
Pierce) will not prevail. I will say
that I was a member of that com-
mittee. The bill came in very early
in the session of the Legislature. I
think it was changed to some extent
and we had it umrder consideration.
you might say, the entire session of
the Legislature. I was somewhat op-
posed to it at the start until T got
information as to the very point that
has been brought before you by the
other gentleman who spoke before me
—that is in regard to a person
afflicted with blindness can have
more influence over the blind than a
person who has his eyesight. It ap-
peared to me at first that if we were
going to have a field agent we should
have one who could see, but that was
straightened out in my mind very
clearly when they explained to me
the reason for it.

In other states they have enacted
such agencies and have always had
blind field agents. It seems to me
that the most terrible thing that can
befall a human being is to Dbe
afflicted with blindness, and person-
ally T cannot see how there would be
much joy in remaining upon earth if
that affliction should befall any hu-
man being; but evidently there is a
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great deal of pleasure. The gentle-
man who has been around here at
this session of the Legislature cer-
tainly appears joyful, which shows
that although they have lost their
sight, they have some joy left in life;
and if we can be of any assistance
to the few unfortunate human beings
in the State of Maine, I certainly
believe that we should grant them
this small concession that they are
asking, namely, a field agent who is
blind and that he have an assistant.
T certainly hope that the motion of
the gentleman from Sanford Mr.
Pierce, will not prevail.

The SPEAKER: Is
ready for the question?

Mr. FLINT of Monson: Mr. Speak-
er, I would just like to explain why
I tabled this bill. We have a blind
man in onr town whro has attended
the Institute in Portland and he can
do a lot of things. He can write on
the typewriter, make brooms, bottom
chairs and all that sort of thing. 1
was home last Saturday, and of
course he has been interested in this
bill and he says the bill is no good,
and that he wished I would try and
stop it. Therefore, T tabled it on the
blind man’s account,

Mr. STURGIS of Auburn: Mr.
Speaker and members of the House:
I rather think I am “in wrong” but
T Jo not see how it is going to help
the blind people to have a field agent.

He, of course, will have a good job
and will feel happy. Last spring I
went across to my work in Auburn.
A lady 84 vears old had been blind
ten years. She did not know how to
malke an application and I put in one
for her. They made a thorough in-
vestigation and found that she was
worthy, but there was no money in
the treasury. She was born in Au-
burn and lived there all her life.
When I went to see her she broke
down and cried to think that some
one took an interest in her.

I see by the records that there are
some 150 on the waiting list now.
For pity’s sake, help the one hundred
and fifty and give them a little light
in the world rather than this one
man who would have a good, easy
job leading the blind and telling them
what to do. Some one has said that
they ought to have some one to teach
them a vocation. I understand from
an authentic source that the average
age of the blind people in the State
of Maine is somewhere from sixty-
five to seventy. From mv observation,
it is hard work for a man or woman
65 years old to learn a new vocation.
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I heard it said here one time at one
of the committee meetings of the
farmers that a farmer was unable to
get a living on the farm. Let him
get out and do something else.

Now to get back to the question,
we all have sympathy for the blind.
There is no one in the world who has
a warmer heart or greater sympathy
than I do for them, but for pity’s
sake, if you undertake to pension
these 150 people, take the $4,000 and
help theém along.

The SPEAKER: The question is
on the motion of the gentleman from
Sanford, Mr. Pierce, that this bill be
indefinitely postponed,

Is the House ready for the ques-
tion?

A viva voce vote being doubted,

A division of the House was had,

Thirty-nine having voted in the
afflrmative and 71 in the negative, the
motion to indefinitely postpone this
bill failed of passage:

Thereupon the bill had its second
reading and tomorrow assigned for
its third reading.

The SPEAKER: To return to the
usual course of procedure, is the
gentleman from Windham, Mr.
Boody, now prepared with his mat-
ter? ’

On motion by Mr. Boody of Wind-
ham it was woted to take from the
table House PPaper 730, H. D. 175, re-
port of the committee on Taxation,
ought not to pass, on bill an act re-
lating to certain exemptions, and
that gentleman moved to substitute
the bill for the report.

Mr. BOODY of Windham: Mr.
Speaker and members of the House:
We have talked on many measures
in the past that have been very in-
teresting, many that educationally
broaden the mind, but the thing I am
going to talk to you about now is the
State of Maine. Whoever saw the
State of Maine in its original condi-
tion, saw its tremendous area covered
with virgin forest; but today we see
in twenty cities the wvaluation of
$296,000,000 accumulated in that
small area. The total valuation of
the State that is taxed is $701,000,-
0C0, and out of that vast valuation
vou see only $149,000,000 of personal
property taxed for. Out of that en-
tire wvaluation is $255,000,000 of
property that is in the rural sec-
ticns, ahsolutely worthless as an
investment. You see reduction in
yvour personal property of the live-
steek of your state, 103,000 head in
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the last five years You see 20,000
head reduction last year You see
ithe resources of your town going
down, down, down; and in the
language of the gentleman, the op-
ponent of the present governor of
Maine, 1,600 farms were abandoned
in Maine in the last two years, and
something must be done, but no man
lifts his voice to caqrrect the
wrong, the great evil, that is being
enacted.

The guestion at issue is, can the
State of Maine continue on the
course it is going and the backbone
of the State, the rural sections, be
pauperized and continue on the
course which you are going? Can
vou pauperize? Ten cities and towns
in the State of great wealth have
ceased to grow. Bangor, Augusta,
Hallowell and Gardiner and many
of your leading towns have now
stopped growing. Why? Because
they exhausted the virgin forest;
they have exhausted the agricultural
products " of their locality ‘When
vour rural section dies, they die.

This bill calls for an equalization
of taxes. The State of Maine is
valued at $2,006,000,000. Only $701,-
000,000 of it being taxed. No State
with the area of Maine can prosper
under that condition. No State can
give to its institutions the things
tkey need on that basis of valua-
tion. Therefore, I ask you to
equalize the living conditions of the
rural sections that they may be put
on an equal footing with the rest
of your State so that they may
grow and prosper with it.

On what basis can you proceed?
There is $1,002,000,000, exempted of
the great wealth of our State that is
worth one hundred cents on the
dollar; but the rural population
must have an equal condition of re-
duction and exemption to live on
that basis. I have asked you in this
bLill to help equalize the living con-
ditions. Take exemptions of the
livestock to the extent of the
number that would give $1,500 in
valuation. That would fully equip
any first-class farm. Sixty dol-
lars of the money that would other-
wise go to taxes would stay in the
pocket of the farmer and relieve
him that he might exist, and give
him a living condition that is ab-
solutely necessary to his welfare.
But you will not do it. Why? Be-
cause habit is the greatest. thing
that can ever come to shake men
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flcm the conditions under which we
ive.

In the town that I represent we
equalize the taxation of all property
and we are receiving the greatest
blessing of any town I know any-
thing about. We are liberal in our
appropriations. We are determined
that every dollar shall bear its just
burden of taxes on an equal basis,
and when you are brought to that
condition you will never be troubled
with bond issues. You can build
across the Kennebec and pay for it;
but under conditions today every
public institution in this State has
been trimmed to the eyes; every-
thing has been denied that should
be given, and why? Because we
are Lound to a political rate and not
a financial one. A financial rate is
equalizing the taxes and then with
a liberal hand have the things that
ycu want and need; but a political
rate is to screen the wealthy and
protect them. No State can prosper
rnder such conditions, but when the
great wealth shall “come across”
and pay an honest tax then your
case will be relieved, and vou will
have what you need.

This tax would mean $900,000, as
an exemption, but I came across
again with another bill, Mr. Speak-
er, which says that there shall be
raised frem all the property of the
State a million and a quarter that
shall be distributed to your several
cities ard towns on the improve-
ment of the roads as third-class and
hevond what you received in 1924,
You have brought before the Ways
and Bridges committee—the towns
of the State—requests that they ap-
propriate from $1,800,000, to $2,000,-
G0 and asking for support, and you
have got how much? One hundred
thousand dollars for cvery million.
Somehody is going to he disappoint-
ed. Somebody will go hack and say
that we could not have in the rural
sections what we are entitled to, but
this bill gives you relief that will
bring back to you the purchasing
power of labor that will enter into
the uplifting of the rural sections
somewhat on a par with city life

In the language of the Governor of
this State—I consulted with him—
2nd he said “There is no question
tut vou are right, but the people
must he educated to come to it”.
Can that be possible? Are we so
bound with the intelligence that I
see about me, that we cannot bring
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aboul prosperity to Maine through
this act? When you lay the founda-
tion of the advancement of the
State and bring it back to a condi-
tion of prosperity in your rural sec-
tions, then you add to it the pros-
perity of the city, then you add ihe
appropriation we have made toward
the upbuilding of this State in pub-
lleity, and you will then give Maine
a boon which will be continuous for
twelve months of the year, far sur-
passing anything you know of to-
day. But if we build on the present
condition of the depcopulation of the
rural sections that is going on, you
will build in the air and on the basis
that you will have a circus during
July and August and a cemetery the
other ten months.

Mr. Speaker, it matters not to me
which way you vote, any one of you.
There will be not the least feeling on
my part when you vote agsinst it.
I everyone votes for it, I believe
you will do the greatest deed the
State of Maine ever had done for it,
but, as [ say, if you vote against it,
it will not injure my feelings in the

least. I am here to sow the seed
that the future may receive the
benefit of it. There was a gentle-

man who stood in this House for
eight vears advocating alone for the
Fuilding of the Pownal Insfitute for
Feehle-minded. Alone he fought,
but today you have it from the seed
that he sowed and the greatest

blessing that the State of Muaine
ever received was when they carried
out his wishes. Alone and unaided
he fought here, and it is now a
blessing to the State.

Mr. Speaker, I move you that we
substitute the bill for the report.
(Applause).

Mr. STITHAM of Pittsfield: Mr.

Speaker, I rise to second the gentle-
man’s motion.

The SPEAKER: Is
ready for the question.
A viva voce vote being doubted,
A division of the House was had,
Sixtyv-nine having voted in the af-
firmative and 25 in the negative, the
motion to substitute the bill for the

report prevailed. (Applause).

Thereupon the rules were sus-
rended, the bill had its two several
readings and tomorrow was assign-
ed for its third reading.

the Ilouse

The SPEAKER: The Chair
presents report of Committee on
Judiciary. ought not to pass, on bill
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an act relative to motor vehicles
and neutral zone (H. P. 765) (H. D.
181), tabled by Mr. Burnham of Kit-
tery, March 25, pending acceptance
ot the report.

Mr. BURNHAM of Xittery: Mr.
Speaker, as I said before in relation
to this bill, there is another bill to
cover the same subject matter, and
I would ask that this lie on the
table until the other bill comes up.

The motion to lay upon the table
prevailed.

The SFEAKER: The Chair pre-
sents report of Committee ot Ju-
diciary, ought not to pass, on bill
an act enlarging the powers of the
state highway police chief (H P,
702y  (iI. D. 167), tabled by Mr.
Iittlefield of Kennebunk, on DMarch
25th, pending acceptance of the re-
rort,

On motion by Mr. Littlefleld of
Kennebunk, the report was accepted.

The SPEAKER: The Chair
presents  bill, an act to prohibit

catching smelts in Cathance River
except by hook and line (H. P. 1236)
(H. D. 453), tabled by Mr. Little-
field of Kennebunk, on March 27th,
pending third reading.

Mr. LITTLEFIELD of XKXenne-
bunk: Mr. Speaker, I offer House
Amendment A to House Document
453 and move its adoption.

House Amendment A to
Document 453.

Amend House Document 453 by
adding after the word “the” in the
third line thereof, the word “tidal”.

Thereupon House Amendment A
was adopted, the Dbill as amended
received its third reading and was
passed to he engrossed.

House

The SPEAKER: The Chair pre-
gents report of Committee on Judiei-
ary, ought notl to pass, on bill an act
relating to nominations (H. P. 3) (H.
D. 1), tabled by Mr. Oakes of Port-
land, on March 27th, pending ac-
ceptance of the report.

On motion by Mr. Oakes of Port-
land, it was voted to lay the bill on
the table and tomorrow to bhe es-
pecially assigned.

The SPEAKER: The Chair pre-
sents report of Committee on Ways
and Bridges, ought not to pass, on
bill an act relating to state highways
and creation of further revenues,
tabled on March 27th by Mr. Boody
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of Windham, pending acceptance of
the report.

Mr. BOODY of Windham: Mr.

Speaker and members of the Legis-

lature: This bill is introduced to go
with the bill that you have just
passed. It means that every town in

this State will receive, in round
numbers, two thousand «dollars more
than they received under the act
which applied in 1924, and with the
hundred thousand dollars that the
committee has to allot, it will give
one million dollars. This goes to re-
imburse the towns for the loss of
taxes, gives them the circulating in-
come of that money. The two com-
bined will give to the State of Maine
the greatest lift that any body of
men ever gave. It will affect your
rural sections in that it will reflect
back to your cities and go to their
great credit, and the two together
will give to Maine the boom to which
she is entitled of the great blessings
of which we have had pictures of our
wonderful resources and it will bene-
fit Maine in her living conditions be-
vond all others. (Apvlause)

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Windham_ Mr. Boody, moves
the substitution of the bill for the
eport. The question is on the mo-
.ion of the gentleman that the bill be
substituted for the report, the report
being ought not to pass. Is the
House ready for the question?

A viva voce vote being doubted,

A division of the House was had,

Thirtyv-five having voted in the
affirmative and 40 in the negative,
the motion to substitute the bill for
the report failed of passage.

Mr. BOODY of Windham: Mr.
Speaker, to make it very clear to you,
gentlemen, I wish to doubt the vote,
because it must he very plain and
evident to you all that if one bill
goes, the other must go, that you
cannot give this exemption, and I do
not want any man in this House to
get this matter in a wrong light. The
towns cannot use this tax except that
it will pauperize them more than
they are today, but if you will come
to their rescue and assist them in
the proper advancement which they
ought to have, and vote for this ap-
propriation_ you will do the greatest
deed that ever was done in the
State of Maine. Therefore, I ask
that the vote be reconsidered and
that the gentleman vote again, if
that is in order.

The SPEAKER: The Chair appre-
hends that the gentleman voted with
the minority and he is, therefore not
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in a position to move reconsideration.

Mr. GREENLEAF of Auburn: Mr.
Speaker I move that we reconsider
the vote just taken.

The SPEAKER: Did the gentle-
man vote with the prevailing side?

Mr. GREENLEAF: I did, Mr.
Speaker.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Auburn, Mr. Greenleaf, moves
that the House reconsider its vote
just taken.

A division of the House being had,

Fifty-four having voted in the
affirmative and 33 in the negative,
the motion to reconsider prevailed.

(Applause)
Mr. BOODY: I would ask, Mr.
Speaker, if it be in order, that the

bill be substituted for the report.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Windham, Mr. Boody, moves
that the bill be substituted for the
report of the committee, the report
being ought not to pass.

A division of the House being had,

Forty-nine having voted in the
affirmative angd 38 in the negative, the
motion to substitute the bill for the
report prevailed. (Applause)

Mr. NICHOL:S of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, I would like to call the at-
tention of the House to what day of
the month it is. (Laughter and Ap-
plause)

Mr. BOODY: Mr. Speaker, T would
say this is the first day of April and
that the city of Portland, which has
dominated the State of Maine, is left.
(Laughter and Applause)

Thereupon, on motion by Mr.
Boody of Windham, the rules were
suspended, the bill received its two
several readings and tomorrow as-
signed for third reading.

The SPEAKER: The Chair pre-
sents report, ought not to pass, on
resolve amending the Constitution
providing for an income tax, (H. P.
1062) (M. D. 288), tabled by Mr.
Boody of Windham_ on March 30th,
rending acceptance of the report.

" On motion by Mr. Boody of Wind-
ham, the report was retabled.

The SPEAKER: The Chair pre-
sents report of the Comimittee on
Public Utilities, *“Legislation Inex-
pedient,” on bill an act creating Maine
Power Authority, (H. P. 1141) (H. D.
359), tabled by Mr. Norwood of War-
ren, on March 30th, pending accept-
ance of the report.

Thereupon, on motion by Mr. Nor-
wood of Warren, the bill was sub-
stituted for the report; and on fur-
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ther motion by the same gentleman a
new Jdraft was substituted for the
bill and five hundred copies cordered
printed; and on further motion by
the same gentleman the bill was
tabled pending first reading.

The SPEAKER: The Chair pre-
sents bill an act relating to fishing
for smelts in Eastern River (H. P.
559) (H. D. 466), tabled by Mr. Lit-
tlefield of XKennebunk, on March
30th, pending passage to be en-
grossed.

Mr. LITTLEFIELD of Kennebunk:
Mr. Speaker, I offer House Amend-
ment A to House Document 466 and
move its adoption.

House Amendment A to House
Document 466, Amend House Docu-
ment 466 by adding after the wonrd
“the” in the first line thereof the
word “tidal.”

Thereupon House Amendment A
was adopted, and the bill as amended
was passed to be engrossed.

The SPEAKER: The Chair pre-
sents bill an act relating to tax upon
gasoline (H. P. 1259), (H. D. 489 in
new draft), tabled by Mr. Hamilton
of Caribou, pending first reading.

Mr. LELAND of Sangerville: Mr.
Speaker, it seems to me that this
matter should not be considered un-
til the affirmative report of the Joint
Committee has been received, and I
move that this matter lie upon the
table. .

Mr. HAMILTON of Caribou: Mr.
Speaker, it is generally understood
by the powers that be in regard to
forming some kind of a plan on the
tax matter, that this bill should go
on, and the report, as I understand
it, will conform to the bill to a great
extent. Therefore I move that it
have its several reading now and be
put upon the table later.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Caribou (Mr. Hamilton) has
moved that this bill receive its sev-
eral readings. A motion has been
made that the matter lie upon the
table. The Chair has allowed lati-
tude in giving information to the
House relative to the motion to table.

Mr. HALE of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, may I inquire if the bill is
printed?

The SPEAKER: The bill is printed
as House Document 489, The ques-
tion is on the motion of the gentle-
man from Sangerville, Mr. I.eland,
that this matter lie upon the table.

Is the House ready for the question?
A viva voce vote being taken,
The motion to table failed of pas-

sage.

Thereupon the bill received its two
several readings and tomorrow as-
signed for third reading.

The SPEAKER: The Chair pre-
sents bill an act relating to non-
resident motor vehicles (S. P. 231)
(S. D. 98), tabled on March 31st, by
Mr. Nichols of Portland, pending
first reading.

Mr. NICHOLS of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, I move that this bill be re-
committed to the Judiciary Commit-
tee, and I will say that as it was
reported out there was an error and
a new draft was to be prepared in
the Judiciary Committee.

The motion to re-commit prevail-
ed.

The SPEAKER: The Chair pre-
gents Joint order relative to clearing
table each day, tabled on March 31st,
by Mr. Wing of Auburn, pending
passage.

Mr. WING of Auburn: Mr. Speak-
er, I move the indefinite postpone-
ment of the order, and I will say
that my reason for so doing is that
the Constitution provides that each
branch of the House may determine
the rules of its procedure and it is
not for the Senate to say to this
House under what rules we shall pro-
ceed. I doubt very much if any dis-
courtesy is intended to us, but I
have observed the utmost courtesy
among the members here, and I am
sure that no member wishes to take
advantage of any other member and
I for one do not propose to De
bound by any Joint order to this
effect. We can observe our own
rules in our own way. I am for the
House of Representatives.

The motion to indefinitely post-
pone prevailed.

The SPEAKER: The House ap-
pears to be doing nicely. (Laughter)

The SPEAKER: The Chair pre-
sents Senate Amendment A to bill
an act relating to taking of addi-
tional land by railroad corporations
(H. P. 1221) (H. D. 437), tabled by
Mr. Nichols of Portland, on March
31st, pending adoption of the amend-
ment.

Mr. NICHOLS of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, is the question before the
House the adoption of Senate
Amendment A?
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The SPEAKER: That isthe ques-

tion.
Mr. NICHOLS: Then, I move its
adoption.

The SPEAKER: Senate Amend-
ment A appears printed as Senate
Document 258. The Amendment ap-
plies to House Document in the new
draft House Document 437.

Mr. NICHOLS: I would say, Mr.
Speaker, that this amendment simply
changes a comma and puts it in its
right place.

Thereupon the motion to adopt
Senate Amendment A prevailed and
the bill as amended was passed to be
engrossed.

The SPEAKER: The Chair pre-
sents bill an act relating to fees of
clerks of cities and towns. (H. P.
551) (H. D. 119), tabled by Mr.
Nichols of Portland, on March 3lst,
pending re-consideration.

Mr. NICHOLS of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, I would ask that this lie
upon the table until tomorrow., It
is my recollection that a portion of
that act contradicts another act.

Thereupon the motion to re-table
prevailed and the bill was specially
assigned for tomorrow morning.

The SPEAKER: The Chair pre-
sents House Amendment A to re-
solve providing for appointment of
persons to represent the State in
certain changes in freight rates (H.
. 1218) (H. D. 459), tabled on
March 31st, by Mr. Wing of Au-
Lurn, per-ding the adoption of the
amendment,

Mr. WING of Auburn: Mr.
Speaker, I move the indefinite post-
ponement of the bill and the resolve.
During the early stages of this ses-
sion there was a hearing in Wash-
ington, before the Interstate Com-
merce Commission, by certain in-
dustries of the State who were in-
terested. The representative of an
industry in my community, which
can well afford to send a representa-
tive there to argue its case, and a
representative of the Great Nortn-
ern D’aper Company, attended those
hearings. They were held some-
time in Tebruary, and I cannot see
the sense or need of putting the
State on record as this particular
resolve attempts to do, and I hope
the motion will prevail—and I mean
no disrespect to the Committee on
Public Utilities which has had this
roatter in charge for a long time. I

do not know but that the hearings
Fere are all over and ended.

Mr. FROST of Belfast: M.
Sreaker, I want to second the mo-
ticn of the Representative from Au-
Furn (Mr. Wing) for another reason,
and that is that on either Monday
or Saturday—Monday of this week
or Saturday of last—I received a
letter from an association that has
been formed in the city of Portland,
and it is their intention, through
the different manufacturers of the
ftate, to take care of this same mat-
er.

Thereupon, the motion to in-
definitely postpone prevailed.

The SPEAKER: The Chair pre-
sents majority report ought not to
pass and minority report ought to
pass on resolve amending Constitu-
tion changing date of State Ilec-
tion (H. P. 495) (H. D. 97), tabled
cn March 31st by Mr. Bartlett of
Hanover, pending acceptance of
either report.

Mr. BARTLETT of Hanover: Mr.
Speaker, I move the acceptance of
the report of the Committee ‘“ought
to pass” and I yield to the gentle-
man from Old Town, Mr. Lait.

Mr. LAIT of Old Town: Mr.
Speaker and members of the House,
this bill, you will notice, calls for a
change of the September election
date. It is to be changed to Novem-
ber. Since coming to this House as
a member of this Legislature I have
keard the word ‘“‘economy” mention-
ed, from the Head of the State Gov-
ernment down through to the lowest
department of this state. I heard it
mentioned as being the by word of
the national administration. I heard
General Lord, in his address here,
and the impression that he gave me
was that no amount was too small
on which we might economize.
Economy, as I sense it, as used in
the business world, means to re-
duce all overhead expenses that are
not essential and that do not curtail
business. I find that it cost the
State of Maine for our past Septem-
ber election $10,104.51. That just
includes the cost of ballots. This
comes up once in every four vears.
I find that on a file of the City Clerk
in the city of Old Town that the
September election cost us consider-
ably more than four hundred doliars.
That cost involves the cost of the
Board of Registration and other
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anatters that pertain to the func-
tioning of the City Election.

This matter of four hundred and
fifty dollars does not include any
money that is appropriated by any
political party, and based on the
fact that it cost the city of Oid
Town, a city of less than seven
thousand population, considerably

more than four hundred dollars,
what must it have cost the cities of
Portland, Bangor, and Lewiston,
which are our largest cities? ldsti-
mated on that basis, and just in
round numbers, I estimate that the
cost of election to the people of this
State is in the neighborhood of
seventy-five thousand dollars every
lfour years—an unnecessary expense.

I overheard Mr. Wing this morn-
ing talk upon the chance to practice
economy. [ now think that here is
an opportunity which gives all the
chance in the world of doing away
with something that is not essential.

The newspapers report a seven-
mill  tax-—something out of the
ordinary. We were talking economy
when we started, but a seven-mill
tax does not sound much like econ-
omy. The by word of the State for
the State of Maine is that “As Maine
2oes, the Union goes”. Well, on go-
ing back through history, we find
that this does not coincide with the
elections as held in September and
November. In fact, the majority of
November elections have disagreed
with the September elections, and T
feel that it is time that the people of
thig State stopped payving out moneyv
for the purpose of being a bolitical
harometer for this TUnion. (Ap-
plause).

The SPEAKKR: The question be-
fore the House is on the motion of

the gentleman from THanover. Mr.
RBartlett, that the minoritv report
“ovght to pass” be accepted, Ts the

House ready for the question?

Mr. HOLMES of l.ewiston: Mr.
Steaker. T wish merely to support
the motion of the gentleman from
Hanover, (Mr. Bartlett).

A viva voce vote being doubted,

A division of the House was had.

Thirtv-seven having voted in the
affirmative and 57 in the negative,
the motion to accept the minority
report “ought to pass” failed of
passage

Thereupon, on motion by Mr.
Wing of Auburn, the majority re-
port “ought not to pass” was ac-
cepted

The SPERAKER: The Chair pre-
sents House Amendment A to bill

an act to incorporate Winding
Ledges Power Company (H. P. 710)
(H. D. 154), tabled on March 31st
by Mr. Hammond of Van Buren,
pending adoption of the Amendment.

Mr. BURNS of Eagle I.ake: Mr.
Speaker, the gentleman from Van
Buren (Mr. Hammond) is absent.

Thereupon the matter was re-
tahled.

The SPEAKER: The Chair pre-
sents Senate Amendment A to bill'
an act relating to certain state
parks (S. P. 513) (S. D. 213), tabled
by Mr. Nichols of Portland, on March

31st, pending adoption of the
Amendment.

Mr. NICHOLS of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, this is the act which was
debated this morning. Senate
Amendment A is to increase the

three thousand dollars appropriated
under this act to five thousand dol-
lars. Now, I tabled this act because:
the appropriation is taken care of in
another appropriation. I have con--
firmed it by talking with the chair-
man of the other Committee, I have:
confirmed it by talking with a mem-
ber of the City Council, and this ap-
propriation to take care of these
parks is taken care of In another
appropriation, and if you pass this
appropriation of five thousand dol-
lars, you have given them ten, and
they do not want it.

Therefore, 1 ask
Amendment A be indefinitely post-
poned and then, if that motion is
carried, I will offer an amendment,
House Amendment A, which will
strike out all of Section 3, which is
the appropriation of three thousand
dollars, because the five thousand
dollars is taken care of in another
appropriation, but will leave Sec-
tions 1 and 2 of the act intact, be-
cause that makes these forts public
parks and that is what you wish to
do. So, I hope, Mr. Speaker, that
Senate Amendment A will be in-
definitely postponed.

Mr. BURNHAM of Kittery: Mr.
Speaker, I would like to ask that
this lie on the table in order that
others of us who are interested in
the parks may as well inform our-
selves as the gentleman from Port-
land (Mr. Nichols) has informed
himself relative to the appropriation;
so I would like to lay this on the
table and especially assign it for to-
mMorrow.

Thereupon, the motion to table and
especially assign for tomorrow pre-
vailed.

that Senate
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The SPEAKER: The Chair pre-
sents bill an act giving certain pow-
ers to Governor and Council with
respect to state highway, interstate,
and international bridges (H. P.
943) (H. D. 244) tabled on March
31st by Mr. Wing of Auburn, pend-
ing assignment for third reading.

Mr. WING of Auburn: Mr. Speak-
er, 1 offer House Amendment B and
move its adoption. This, gentlemen
of the House, is the measure which
Mr. Daigle. yesterday, addressed the
House upon. As I understand it, the
Frazer Company wishes to come in-
to Maine to establish an industry,
and this amendment is calculated to
bring that to pass, and to allow the
use of certain wires, pipes and con-
duits, and the matter is then placed
under the control of, and upon such
terms and conditions as the Gover-
nor and Council may impose. 1t
strikes from the bill the putting of
every bridge in the State of Maine
for such purposes under the State
Highway Commission, and it leaves
this situation at Madawaska exactly
right and in a manner satisfactory
to the interests in question.

House Amendment B to House
Paper 943, House Document 244, an
act giving certain powers to the
Governor and Council with respect
to State Highway, Interstate, and In-
ternational Bridges. Amend said
Section 1 by inserting a comma after
the word “power” in line one thereof,
and adding the words “upon such
terms and conditions as said Gover-
nor and Council shall determine”,
and by striking out in line 3, 4 and §
of said section the following words:
“Top, any state highway bridges
which are under the supervision of
the State Highway Commission, or”,
and by substituting for the word
“pridges” in line 5 of said section,
the word “bridge”.

Mr. HAMILTON of Caribou: Mr.
Speaker, I have another amendment
here which I would like to offer.

The SPEAKER: The pending
question is the adoption of House
Amendment B.

Mr. HAMILTON: I move, Mr.
Speaker, that the two amendments
with the bill lie on the table until
tomorrow.

The SPEAKER: House Amend-
ment C cannot be offered until some
disposition is made of House Amend-
ment B.

Mr. WING of Auburn: Mr, Speak-
er, I have no disposition to impose
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myself upon the House, and I move
that the Amendment offered by me
lie upon the table so that the gen-
tleman may offer his and we will
take our choice.

The SPEAKER: The Clerk advis-
es a suspension of the rules in this
situation.

Mr. HAMILTON: Mr. Speaker, if
the gentleman from Auburn (Mr.
Wing) will withdraw his amendment,
I will withdraw mine, and we can
leave the matter on the table and
perhaps we can get together on the
amendments.

The SPEAKER: We might well
leave the matter on the table with
the pending question, the adoption
of Amendment B, and perhaps a con-
ference between the two gentlemen
will straighten the matter out. |Is
it the pleasure of the House that
this matter lie upon the table pend-
ing the question of the adoption of
Amendment B?

Thereupon, the matter was re-
tabled pending adoption of House
Amendment B.

Mr. WING of Auburn: Mr. Speak-
er, I move to reconsider the vole
vote whereby we indefinitely post-
poned the bill relating to the ap-
pointment of one or more persons to
represent the State in certain chang-
es in freight rates, and I hope that
the motion will not prevail.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Auburn, Mr. Wing, moves that
the House re-consider its vote
whereby a resolve providing for ap-
pointment for persons to represent
the State in certain changes in
freight rates (H. P. 1218) (H. D.
459) and House Amendment thereto
were indefinitely postponed.

A viva voce vote being taken,

The motion to reconsider failed of
passage.

Mr. WING of Auburn: Mr. Speak-
er, I move to reconsider the vote
whereby we passed an act to change
the personnel of the Budget Com-
mittee, (Senate Paper 451) (Senate
Document 166)

The SPEAKER: The Clerk in-
forms the Chair that the papers are
not before the House. No notice
was given yesterday The matter
was passed to be engrossed yester-
day, and is probably with the En-
grossing Department

The SPEAXER: Yesterday this
House indefinitely postponed a re-
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solve to amend Article VIII of the
Constitution of the State of Maine re-
ferring to education (H. D. 465) and
the gentleman from Pittsfield, Mr.
Stitham, gave notice that today he
intended to move reconsideration of

that vote of indefinite postpone-
ment.
Mr. STITHAM of Pittsfield: Mr.

Speaker, I wish to table that motion
for this reason. It is getting quite
late and the calendar has been very
heavy today, and I would simply like
to be recorded on this measure, and
would like to have it lie upon the
table.

Thereupon, the matter was re-
tabled and especially assigned for
tomorrow afternoon.

Mr. PAGE of Skowhegan: Mr.
Speaker, I have an order which I
wish to present out of order, under
suspension of the rules, and move its
passage.

Thereupon, under suspension of
the rules, on motion by Mr. Page of
Skowhegan, it was,

Ordered, that there be printed five
hundred copies of the address deliv-
ered by the Governor at the Joint
Session held today.

Mr. KINSMAN of Augusta: Mr.
Speaker, I have an order which 1
wish to introduce out of order and
under suspension of the rules, and
move its passage.

Thereupon, under suspension of the
rules, on motion of Mr. Kinsman of
Augusta, it was

Ordered, the Senate concurring,
that the Commissioner of Inland
Fisheries and Game cause to be re-
vised and compiled in convenient
pamphlet form the inland fish and
game laws, both public and private
and special, including public and pri-
vate and special acts of the 82nd
Legislature relating to inland fish-
eries and game, also the rules and
regulations of the Department of In-
land Fisheries and Game, and that
not exceeding fifty thousand copies
of said pamphlet be printed for gen-
eral distribution. Authority is here-
by granted for the employment by
the Department of Inland Fisheries
and Game of such extra clerical
assistance as may be necessary to
properly perform such work; the
bills for preparing and publishing
said pamphlets, including charges for
the necessary extra clerical services
required, shall be paid out of the ap-
propriation for the operation of fish
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hatcheries and feeding stations for
fish, and for the protection of fish,
game and birds, and for general ad-
ministration of the Department of
Inland Fisheries and Game. The De-
partment of Inland Fisheries and
Game is further to mail five copies
of said publication, when issued, to
each member of the 82nd Legislature.

The SPEAKER: Out of order, if
the House will bear patiently for a
few minutes_ there are a few papers
that may be acted upon.

Qut of Order

The following resolve was present-
ed and, on recommendation by the
committee on reference of bills, was
referred to the following committee:
Appropriations and Financial Affairs

By Mr. Pierce of Sanford: Resolve
in favor of Charles S. Pierce, Secre-
tary of Committee on Education, for
expense incurred by Committee on
Education Visiting Normal Schools
and the University of Maine (H. P.
1278.)

Reports of Committees

Mr. Bragdon from the Commit-
tee on Education reported “ought not
to pass” on bill “An Act Repealing
Certain Statutes, Relative to State
Aid to Academies” (H. P. 1084) (H.
D. 328)

Mr Hale from the Committee on
Judiciary reported same on bill “An
Act Relative to the T"arole of Women
Committed to the Reformatory for
Women.” (H. P. 896) (H. D. 225)

Reports were read and accepted
and sent up for concurrence,

Mr. Sargent from the Committee on
Public Utilities on bill “An Act Re-
lating to Warning Signs at Grade
Crossings (H. P. 886) (H. D. 212) re-
porting same in new draft (H. P.

1276) under same title, and that it
“ought to pass.”
Mr. Kitchen from the Committee

on Ways and Bridges on bill “An
Act Relating to State Highways, and
to the Creation and Expenditures of
the Mill Tax Highway Fund” (H. P.
1085) (H. D. 322) reporting same in
new draft under title of bill “An Act
Relating to Third Class Roads (H.
P. 1277) and that it “ought to pass.”

Reports were read and accepted
and the new drafts ordered printed
under the joint rules.

The SPEAKER: Is there further
business under Orders of the Day?

On motion by Mr. Pullen of Dan-
forth,

Adjourned until 9.30 o’clock tomor-
row morning.



