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HOUSE 

Tuesday, March 31, 1925. 
The House met according to ad

jourmnent and was called to order 
by tne Speaker. 

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Atkins of 
Gardiner. 

Journal of the previous session 
read and approved. 

The SPEAKER: An afternoon 
session at four o'clock has been pro
posed. The understanding is that 
this is agreeable to the Senate and 
tLat papers can be exchanged be
tween the two bodies. 

Papers from the Senate disposed 
of in concurrence. 

1<'rom the Senate: Order for Legal 
Affairs committee to inveHUgate 
rr·a tter of false affidavits which was 
read and passed in the House, March 
23. 

Comes [rom the Senate, read and 
fniled of passage in non-concurrence. 

In the House: 
Mr. HOLMES of Lewiston: Mr. 

Spe"ker, I wish to make a motion, 
2nd I would like a ruling of the 
Chair, or the suggestion of the Chair. 
wlwther to do it HOW or wait until 
0, del'S of the Day, as I wish to ad
drcss myself to the motion. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
might table it until orders of the 
<lay. 

Thereupon, the matter was tempo
rarily tabled. 

Flam the Sen'lte: Report of the 
Lommittee on Judiciary reporting 
ought not to pass on bill an act pro
viding for clerk hire for Justices of 
th<e Supreme JUdicial Court (S. P. 
228). 

Comes from the Senate, report 
read and accepted. 

In the House, on motion by Mr. 
R::; Ie of Portio nd, tabled pending ac
cept:.mce of the report in concur
rence 

Senate Bills in First Reading 
S. P. 471: An act to amend Sec

tion 4 of Chapter 3 i of the Revised 
Statutes relating to the duties of the 
Commj"sioner of Agriculture. 

S. P. 162: An act reimbursing 
towns for supplies furnished certain 
Indians. 

S. P. 281: Resolve providing for a 
f"tate Pension for Frank H. Taylor 
of \Vhitefield. 

S. P. 246: An act to repeal 
Chapter 57 of the Private and 
Special Laws of 1923 relating to 
~melt fishing in the waters of Pen
r,amaquam and Cobscook Bays. 

s. P. 514: An act to ratify 
transfers of certain real estate to the 
State of Maine. 

S. P. 575: An act io define cer
tain grades of milk offered for sale 
within the State. 

S. P. 578: An act relating to the 
disposition of money collected un
der the provisions of the Inland Fish 
and Game Laws. 

S. P. 576: Resolve avpropriating 
money to aid in the screening of 
certain lakes and ponds. 

S. P. 577: Re::;olve appropriating 
money fer the purpose 01 ovcrating 
hsh natcr,erics and feeding stations 
for fish, for the protection of fish, 
game and birds and for printing the 
revort of the Commissioner of In
lan?- Fisheries and Game, and for 
mamtenlJ.nce of the Maine State 
:VIuseum and for oiher expenses in
cident to the administration of the 
Department of Inland Fisheries and 
Game. 

S. P. 590: An act to amend Sec
t:on 18 of Chapter 219 of the l'ublic 
laws of 1B17, as amended by Chap
ter 196 of the Public Laws of 1919, 
snd a:o· amended by Chapter 73 of 
the Public Laws of 19~1, relating to 
fshing in upper Kezar Pond and 
Lovewell's Pond, in Oxford County 
and in Lower Kezar Ponrl, in Oxford 
and Cumberland Counties. 

S. P. 594: An act making uniform 
the re/dstration of married women as 
voters. 

S. P. b95: An act to amend certain 
acts relating to corporations. 

S. P. 548: Resolve in favor of the 
Northern Maine Sanatorium for new 
construction. 

S. P. 592: An act relating to pur
poses for which cities and towns 
may raise money. 

S. P. f{e~olve in relation to the 
celehration of the sesquicentennial 
of the 'tnniversary of the Declara
tiun ,Jf Independence. 

From the Senate: Report of the 
committee on Judiciary reporLing 
ought to pass on bill an act to 
smend Section 34 of Chapter 211 of 
the Public Laws of 1921 relating to 
nun-reflident motor vebicles. (S. P. 
231) (S. D. 98). 

In the Senate, report read and ac
cepted and the bill passed to be en
grossed. 

Tn the House, report read and ac
c(-pted in concurrence, and on motion 
by Mr. Nichols of Portland. tabled 
pending first reading. 

From the Senate: Report of the 
committee on Pensions on bill an act 
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to amend Chapter 148 of the Re
yised Statutes creating a Field 
Agent for the Blind, and Guide and 
denning the duties and compensa
tion of such /ield agent and guide 
(S. P 4) reporting same in new 
draft S. P. 581, S. D. 249, under 
same title and that it ought to pass. 

In the Senate. report read and ac
ceptE([ and the bill passed to he en
grossed. 

In the House. report read and ac
cepted in concurrenC'c, and the bill 
receiyed its first reading, and on 
motion hy Mr. rIint of Monson, 
t" blefl pending secono reading. 

From the Sen,,18: The following 
onlC'r: 

Ordored, the House concurring', that 
all matters tabled hereFlfter SllFlll be 
tFlken from the table at tlw foll(l\\'ing 
se~si()n. 

In the Senate read Rnd I)aSseu. 
In the House, on motion by ::VIr. 

'Ying' of Auburn tabled. 

From the SenFlte: Bill, An Act re
lating to tlle taking of Fldditional lFlnd 
by railroad con1orations; proceedings 
before l'uhlic Utilities Commission 
(H. 1'. 1221) (H. D. 43'1), which WFlS 
pat-;~ed to be eng'l'osSf'd in the House 
1I1",ch 24th. 

Comes from the Senate, Senate 
Amendment A read and adopted and 
passer! to be engross ,d, as so amended. 

In the House: 
(Senate Amendment A read by the 

Clerk). 
Thereupon the House voted to re

consider its action whereby this bill 
\vas passed to be engrossed; and on 
motion by -,\11'. Nichols of Portland the 
bii! was tabled pending adoption of 
the amendment. 

From the Senate: Report of the 
comlnittee on Salaries and Fees re
porting ought to pass on bill, An Act 
to amend Section 18 of Chapter 118 
of the Revised Statutes relating to the 
fees p3 yaLle to Registers of Deeds 
(S. P. "j5) (S. D. 156). 

Com.'s from the Senate report read 
and aecepted and the bill passed to be 
engrossed as amended by Senate 
Ame)Jdment A. 

Tn the House: 
(Sena te Amendment A rcad by the 

Clerk). 
Report read and accepted in concur

rence and Senate Amendment A 
adopted in C(JilCUrrence; and the bill 
as alnendpd bv fif'nate Amendment A 
received its t~vo several reading's and 

tomarI'o\v <-tl-'signed for its third read
ing. 

"'rom the Senate: Bill, An Act to 
ratify the plantation meeting of The 
Fork f'lantation (S. P. 598, S. D. 2,,3). 

C0I11e.s froln the Senate, received in 
that bodv out of order, under suspen
~ion of the rules, given its sen-'ral 
readjn~s and passed to be engrosspd 
without I'eference to a committee. 

In the House, on motion by l\Ir. 
I1iver of Jacknlan, the rules ,vere ~us
pendN1, and (his bill had its two 88\'

era! f(~adings at this time and t01110r
I'o,,, a,ssigned for its third reading. 

From the Sf'nate: Bill, An Act to 
apvrupriate n10no.\'s for the exvendi
!tires of th(-' gOYf'rnll1Cnt for the re
Inninlng monthp or the fi:-'::cRl year end
ing June 30, 1 \I~G (8. P. 59\!, S. D. 266). 

COD1E'S fron1 the Senate, introduced 
(lui of order, undpr SHS1)ension of the 
rules, and passed to be engrossed 
,vitllout reff'renee to a commjttee. 

In th8 HOUAl', on motion by 1\1r. 
'Yhite of Dowdoinhan1, the rules were 
susp"ndetl and (his hill had its two 
se\"el'al readings n t this time, and to
morrow assigned for its third reading. 

From the Senate: Bill, An Act to 
estal)lish the Fort Fairfield Municipal 
Court, S. P. I:?, S. n. 8. '''hieh \Vas 
prtsspd tel be enacted in the House, 
March 24th. 

Comes from the Senate, indefinitely 
IJOstr'oned. 

In the House, on motion by Mr. 
\Ying of Auburn, that body voted to 
recede and concur with the Senate in 
the indefinite postponement of the bill. 

From the Senate: Bill, An Act to 
change the personnel of the Budget 
Committee, S. P. 451, S. D. 166, which 
was passed to be enacted in the House 
March 24, and passed to be engrossed 
March 20th. 

Comes from the Senate engrossing 
reconsidered, Senate Amendment A 
A read and adopted, and passed to be 
engrossed as amended by Senate 
Amendment A. 

In the House: 
(Senate Amendment A read by the 

clerk). 
The SPEAKER: This appears to be 

a verbal correction. Is it the pleas
ure of the House that we reconsider 
our action whereby this bill was 
passed to be enacted? 

Thereupon the House voted to re
consider its action whereby this bill 
was passed to be enacted; also its ac-
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tion whereby thiR bill was passed to 
be engrossed. 

Thereupon Senate Amendment A 
wa s adopted in concurrence, and the 
bill as amended by Senate Amendment 
A was passed to be engrossed in COh

currence. 

From the Senate: Bill, An Act to 
amend Section 31 of Chapter 7 of the 
Revised Statutes of 1916 relating to 
elections and permitting the USe of 
ballot boxes with devices for register
ing and endorsing ballots deposited 
therein (S. p, No, 114) (S. D. No. 48) 
which was passed to be enacted in the 
House March 24th and passed to be 
engrossed March 18th. 

Comes from the Senate, engrossing 
reconsidered, Senate Amendment "A" 
read and adopted, and the bill as so 
amended passed to be engrossed. 

In the House: 
(Senate Amendment A read by the 

,clerk) 
On motion by Mr. Thompson of 

Rockland, the matter was tabled 
pending reconsideration. 

From the Senate: Bill, an act re
'lating to the fees of clerks of cities 
and towns (H. P. No. 551) (H. D. 
No. 119) which was passed to be 
enacted in the House March 24th 
and passed to be engrossed as 
amended by Senate Amendment "A" 
March 19th. 

Came from the Senate, engrossing 
reconsidered, Senate Amendment "B" 
read and adopted, and the bill as 
.amended by Senate Amendments "An 
.and "B" passed to be engrossed. 

In the House: 
(Senate Amendment B read by the 

Clerk) 
On motion by Mr. Nichols of Port

land the matter was tabled pending 
reconsideration. 

Orders 
On motion by Mr. Holmes of Lew

iston, it was 
Ordered, that 1000 copies of the 

Legislative Record of March 24th 
and March 25th be printed for the 
use of the Legislature. 

Passed to be Engrossed 
S. P. No. 269: An Act to amend 

Section 2 of Chapter 113 of the Pub
lic Laws of 1919, relating to Indians 
voting. 

S. P. No. 290: "An Act to 
,amend Chapter 176 of the Public 
Laws of 1921 to regulate certain In-

ternal Affairs of the Passamaquoddy 
Tribe of Indians. 

S. P. No. 460: An Act relating to 
the purposes for which Cities and 
Towns may raise Money. 

S. P. No. 467: An Act relating to 
the payment of the costs in trans
porting persons to the State School 
for Girls, the Maine School for 
Feeble-Minded, the Reformatory for 
Women and the Reformatory for 
Men. 

H. P. No. 339: An Act to author
ize the construction and mainten
ance of a bridge across Beach Creek 
in Bristol. 

H. P. No. 677: An Act relating to 
provision for upkeep, equipment and 
extensions for the several Normal 
Schools and the Madawaska Train
in school. 

H. P. No. 787: An Act to incorpor
ate the Richmond Water District. 

H. P. No. 1242: An Act to regulate 
the manufacture and sale of soft 
drinks, syrups and non-alcoholic 
beverages. 

H. P. No. 1244: An Act relating to 
open season on certain game birds. 

H. P. No. 1247: An Act to incor
porate the Union River Railway 
Company. 

H. P. No. 1248: An Act to incor
porate the Old Town Water District. 

(Tabled by Mr. Sargent of Sedg
wick pending third reading) 

H. P. No. 1249: An Act to extend 
the charter of the Great Pond Rail
way Company. 

H. P. No. 1250: An Act relating 
to the analysis of water used for 
domestic purposes. 

H. P. No. 1251: An Act to amend 
Section 37 of Chapter 55 of the Re
vised Statutes, as amended by Chap
ter 128 of the Public Laws of 1919, 
relating to the authorization of issue 
of stocks, bonds and notes by Pub
lic Utilities. 

H. P. No. 1252: An Act to incor
porate the Personal Finance Com
pany. 

S. P. No. 84: Resolve in favor of 
the Reformatory for Women for 
maintenance and other purposes. 

S. P. No. 586: Resolve in favor of 
the State Reformatory for Men for 
the erection of a building. 

S. P. No. 587: Resolve in favor of 
the State Reformatory for Men for 
maintenance, personal services, re
pairs and equipment. 

H. P. No. 1136: Resolve relating to 
Apportionment of Representatives 
among the several counties, cities. 
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towns, plantations and classes in the 
State of Maine. 

H. P. No. 1245: Resolve in favor 
of the town of Hampden. 

Passed to Be Enacted 
An Act l'p]a ting to tra ve1ing ped

dlers, dpalers, salesmen and solici
tors of orders for punch boards, ~cal 
cards, slot galnbling machines or other 
iInpJements, apparatus or matprials of 
any form of gambling. 

An Act r('lating to dogs found chas
ing 1lIOOSP, caribou or deer. 

An Act realting to State School 
F'und co\"ering unexpended balances. 

An Act relating to retiring and pen
sioning State enlployees. 

An Act relating to the apllointment 
of electiOn clerks of poll in/{ places. 

An Act to amend Section 26 of 
Chapter 144 of the Public Laws of 
1923, relating to the Banking Laws. 

An Act relating' to the location of 
\\-ays crossing railroad tracks. 

An Act to amend Chapter 26·j of the 
Public Laws of 1919 as amended by 
Chapter 1:l4 of the Public Laws of 
1921 and Challter 55 of the Public 
Laws of 192:1, relating to soldiers' and 
.sailors' bonus. 

An Act relating to adjustment of 
rate of inter"st on farm loans granted 
by the <;ta teo 

An Act relating' to the Portland 
Gas Light Company. 

An A"t relating to the better pro
tection of smelts. 

,"'--n Act relating to fishing· in certain 
'vater~ in Franklin and Oxford coun
ties. 

An Al't relating to fees for 1 he reg
istration of vehicles used for the 
tr:umportation of school children. 

An Act relating to the issuance of 
p(,l"mits to propagate game birds, 
,gam<2 and fUl"" l'earing animals. 

An Act to relieve the State of the 
,necesRity of alleging and proving the 
non-existence of a Federal permit in 
;proceedingR for punishmC'nt for un-
1awful transportation of liquor and 
for forfeitur0 of vehiclf's, boats, etc. 

An Act relating to the desf'cration 
.of fiags. 

An Act relating 
for advertising" b,\' 

An Act relating 
Buildin/{ at 'Vest 
cbusetts. 

to appropriations 
cities ano towns. 

to State of Maine 
Spring'field, Massa-

(Tabled by :\lr. Leland of Sanger
vil1e pending passage to be enacted). 

An Act relating to State pensions. 
An Act to change the grades of the 

apple paCking law. 
An Act relating to ice fishing in 

\Yalchic Pond in the town of Standish 
in tIlt.' count,\' of Cumberland, 

An Act relating to the ringing of 
the engine bell or sounding" of the 
whistle at grade crossing-so 

An Act to regulate fishing in East 
8tre:u11. so-called, in \Yashington 
county. 

Finally Passed 
Resolve in fan,r of the Maine State 

prison for n1aintonance and current 
expenses. 

ItesoI\'e in favor of F. \V. Cunning
ham & Sons for contractors' fees as 
per contract with the State, dated 
OctoiJer, 1923, in connection with the 
State Prison, Thumaston, l\Iaine, to
gether with disbursements. 

Resolve in fa \"01' of an appropria
tion for the directors of the Port of 
Portland. for the payment of salaries 
and t::""xvpnses. 

Resolve in favor of Bessie E. King 
of Belfast for State pension. 

Resolve providing for a State pen
sion for Alice Guptill of Belfast. 

Resoh'e providing for a State pen
sion for George A. l\IcKusicl< of Guil
ford 

~V::,solve in favor of Eliza J. El
dridge of Hampd"n for State pension. 

Resolve in favor of Nancy T. Mor
rill of Madison for State Ilension. 

Re!'.olve providing for the allPoint-
111en t of one or more persons to repre
sent the State in certain proposed 
chang-t';'s in freight rates affecting the 
Ileople of the State. 

(Tabled by Mr. Hamilton of Cari
bou [wnding final passage.) 

Resolve granting authority to the 
"bin" A/{ricultural Experiment Sta
tion for the purcha~e of land. 

I\f'solve in favor of tIle Gardiner 
Fish & Gall1f' A8sociation, to reinl
burse same for one-half the cost of 
the screen installed by said assoeia
tion on CobbosseE'contee 8trearn, at 
the Ne\\" }\Iills, so-called, in the City 
of Gardiner, in the county of Kenne
bec. 

Resolve in favor of the Augusta 
State Hospital for renovation of 
Steam Plant for fiscal years 1926 and 
1927. S. P. 468, S. D. 179. 

Mr. DEERING of Saco: Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to move the in
definite postponement of this re
solve for the reason that the subject 
matter contained in it has been tak
en care of through an agreement 
with the Trustees of the hospital 
and the Legislature. 

The SPEAKER: The House hears 
the remarks. Is it the pleasure of 
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the House that this resolve be in
definitely post1Joned? 

The motion to indefinitely post
pone prevailed. 

(Emergency Mea sure) 
An act relating to application fOI' 

license to build or extend wharves 
or fish weirs, H. 1'. 1219, H. D. 438. 

The SPEAKER: This bill comes 
[rom the committee on Engrossed 
Bill~ with the report that it is truly 
and strictly engrossed. This being 
an en\erg'ency rneaSU1'f>, requires for 
its passag'e the vote of" two-thirds o[ 
the membership of the House. 

Mr. WING of Auburn: vnll the 
SpeaKer read the statement or the 
enJE'rgency? 

(Bill read by the Speaker). 
'l'he SPEAKEH: There appears 

to ha \'e been one verbal amendment 
that escaped the notice of the 
Committee on Engrossed Bill". The 
mQttbr might well be withdrawn 
from consideration this morning 
and he returned to the committee 
on Engrossed Bill.~. 

Thereupon, the bill was with
drawn from consideration at this 
time. 

Resolve proposing an amendment 
to the Constitution prohibiting the 
use of public funds for other than 
public institutions and public pur
poses. S. P. 40, S. D. 31. 

;vIr. BARTLET'r of Bangor: Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to have that 
tabled and especially assigned for 
Thursday morning next. 

The SPEAKER: Thursday 
l('ng way off. The gentleman 
P>cngor, Mr. Bartlett, moves 
tllis matter lie on the table. 

The motion prevailed. 

is a 
from 
that 

'l'he SPEAKB;R: The gentleman 
(Mr. Bartlett) requests a special 
assignment for Thursday next. 
That nlfttter is debatable. 

Mr. HAMIUrON of Caribou: Mr. 
Speaker. the matter is now on the 
table, and it seems to me that we 
could easily take care of that at 
this time. As I understand, there 
is a provision that we do not table 
any matter more than one day. 
Personally, I should prefer to see 
the matter disposed of now. 

The SPFjAKER: The Chair will 
state that there came an order from 
the Senate providing that matters 
should not be tabled more than one 
day. That order was not passed 
but is n(lW on OUr table. The Chair 
will state that there will probably 
be a session this, Tuesday, after
n00n, Wednesday morning, Wednes-

day afternoon, Thursday morning 
and Thursday afternoon 

Mr. HOLMES of Lewiston: Mr. 
Speaker I move, on the question of 
time, a compromise between the
gentleman from Bangor, (Mr. Bart
lett) and the gentleman from Cari
bou (lVIr. Hamilton), and this be 
especially assigned for Wednesday. 

:VJ ,'. HAMIL'l'ON: Mr. Speaker, I 
will amend that by making it vVed
ne!3day forenoon. (Laughter) 

The SPEAKER: The motion be
fore tlle House is that of the gentle
n,al1 tram Bangor, :Mr. Bartlett, Lhat 
0'18 matter be a"sig'ned for Thurs
day morning. 

SIr. DAflTLETT of Bangor: Mr. 
S]leaker, I will withdraw my motion 
for the special assignment on 
'r'hursday and make it tomorrow. 
v\'ednesday forenoon. 

The motion prevailed. 

Orders of the Day 
'r'he SPEAKER: Under orders of 

the day and especially assigned for 
to,lay-, the Chair preflents a resolve' 
referl"lng to education, House Docu
ment 465, tabled by the gentleman 
from Caribou, Mr. Hamilton, the 
f;ending question being the motion of 
the ;;entlemftn from Portland, Mr. 
Hale, that the resolve be indefinitely 
postponed. This would ftppear to be 
the Stitham bill, so-called, the new 
draft of which was printed and ap
pf.ars as House Document 465. The 
motion he fore the Hom:e is that the 
rE-8olve be indefinitely postponed. Is 
it the pleasure of the House that 
this resolve be indetLnitely post
poned? 

A \'iva voce vote being taken. the
motion to indefinitely postpone the 
resolve prevailed. 

TIlE' SPEAKER: The Chair 
presents, especially assigned for to
day, report of the committee on Pub
lic Utilities, ought not to pass on bilI 
an aet to incorporate the 'Winding
Ledges Power Company, H P. 710. 
H. D. 154. tabled by Mr. Hammond 
of Van Buren March 27, pending ac
ceptance of the report. 

Mr. HAMMOND of Van Buren: 
Mr. Speaker, I move to substitute the 
bill for the report, and offer House 
Amendment A. 

The motion to substitute the bill 
for the report prevailed; House 
A mendment A offered; and on furth
er motion by Mr. Hammond, 500 cop
ies of House Amendment A were or
dered printed; and on further motion 
by the same gentleman, the matter 
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was tabled pending first reading of 
the hill. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair pre
sents. especiaIly assigned for today, 
majority report, ought not to pass, 
and minority report, ought to pass. 
of ('ommittee on Judiciary on resolve 
amending the Constitution to change 
the date of State elections, H. P. 495, 
H. D. 97, tabled by Mr. Lait of Old 
Town. March 27, pending acceptance 
of either report. 

Mr. BAR'l'LFJTT of Hanover: Mr. 
Speaker, I would ask that this mat
ter be tnbled until tomorrow morn
ing on 'Lecount of the absence of Mr. 
Lait of Old Town. 

Thereupon these reports were re
tabled, pending acceptance of either. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair pre
sents hill, an act for the State to 
acquire the American portion of the 
international bridge at Calais, H. P. 
806. H. n. 185. tabled bv Mr. Pierce 
of S:' nford, March 30. pending third 
reading. 

On motion hy Mr. Pierce of San
ford. tIle bill had its third reading 
and was passer! to be engro.~sed. 

The SI)liJAK1·:n.: rl~he House is no\v 
proceeding under Orners of the Day. 

:Ill'. FROST of Belfast: Mr. Spf'aker, 
1 ,yi~h to t:J1.;:(' fron1 the tahJe !I(luse 
J'ap,·j' ,,(;1, Heuse Document 461, bill, 
.\11 Act relating to the hetter protec
tion or sm(~!ts in the Paf;5;agaNfia
\\'allke;~g riYer, tabled by nH~ l\fHrch 
'27, peptiing passagf' to be engrossC'd, 
and I mOH' that this matter be re
t<-:rr{'d to the cOll1n1ittee on Inland 
Fi~heri('s alld GAme for the purpoRes 
(, r correction. 

The ~1'EAI":EH: Tho Chair appre
h,olld~ that tJw committee on Inland 
Fi~h('ries Clnd Game may he holding 
tllt'ir la~t meeting very- shortly, and 
wonfler~ if the gentlf'man's purpose 
C'ou](l be accon1lJIi~;hf'd by an an1c'nd
JTIPIlt. 

"Ir. FROST: 1\1r. Speal,er, the 
c!'it icislTI haR e01TIe from the Depart
ment of Inland Fisheries and Game. 
The bill is worded in su~h a way that 
protection would extend to a . point 
20nO feet below the Memorial Bridge 
ann through to the vpry source of all 
the streams entering into the Passa
gassa\vaukeag river. For that reason 
they think a definite bound should be 
placed; that is, this bill makes a con
flict between the offshores and the in
land shores. They want this cor
rected and I thinl' it should be done. 

The SPEAKEH: The Chair might 
a~k the chairman of the House com
mittee on Inland Pisherles and Game 
r('g-arding the status of their business. 

MI'. KINSl\IA", of Augusta: Mr. 
Speaker, we have only one matter for 
further hearing, at 2 o'clocl, this aft
''l'Il()on: but I am fully aware of the 
situation hf're, dnd it is very impor
tant that we consider this matter and 
ta]..;:p it up in executive session later 
(In. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
~tate tbat to re-commit tbe matter to 
th" cnmmittpE'. it must be re-commit
tpd not only in tbe House but in the 
Senate a~ well. The matter would, 
therefore, not reoch tbe committee un
til tomorrow. Probably if the matter 
could be taken up by the corr,mittee 
informall,', and the gentleman (Mr. 
Frost) perhaps appears before the 
committee and agree with tbe com
mittee on an amendment to be offered 
t01110rrO\V, the same purpose could be 
ac('omplisbed more speedily. 

Mr. lo'ROST: Mr. Sppal{er, I Imag
ine that tbis m'ltter can be straig'ht
ctH'{l nut ver~' nice1y if it is agreeable 
to the House' to re-table it, and J will 
tal,,, it up with the committee, and 
b0 rf'ad,· either this afternoon or too. 
nl(jrr'ow'morning to dispose of it. 

Tbereupon the ,natter was re-tabled. 

:\11'. STITHAM of Pittsfield: Mr. 
Speaker, I wi~h to reconsider our vote 
(If :1 fp\\T 1l101118nts ago \vhereb;v the 
House yot0d to indefinitely postl)one a 
rf'Ro]Y(' amending the Constitution 
referring to education, for the p.ur
p()~e of addressing the T-louse a 1 E'W 

11101l1ents upon the question. 
The SPEAKlo;R: The gentleman 

has the floor. 
lIlr. STjTHAM: Mr. Speaker and 

rn(~nl hers of the I-Iouse: It seems to 
111e that the vote which \Vas taken 
upon tbat particular matter, this bill 
(If mine, was not vC'ry loud on eIther 
side. T hardl)' believe that tbis 
House wants to indefinitely postpone 
Ibis men sure at tbis time. TIle g'en
th'man from Caribou, Mr. H"milton, 
had tbe matter On tbe table, and 1 
pre~umed, and understood him to Ray 
that that was his desire. I feel it 
was not a fair ,·ote. I feel that tbis 
matter should bave been left on the 
table until after tbe disposal of the 
Maher matter, and I asl, this House 
to support me in tbat. It does not 
seem to me that that would be any
thing but fair, and, if in order. T 
would like a division of tbe House. 
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The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Pittsfield, Mr. Stitham, moves 
that we reconsider our action where
by a reRolve to amend Article VIII of 
the Constitution of the State of Maine, 
referring to education, was indefinite
ly pORtponed. 

Mr. HAMILTON of Caribou: Mr. 
Speaker, through the Chair, I would 
a~l< the gentleman if he would be will
ing to amend his motion and make his 
reconsideration tomorrow morning. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
may answer through the Chair if he 
wishes. 

Mr. STITHAM: 1 would say. Mr. 
Sppaker, that I do not understand the 
gentleman's question. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
(Mr. Hamilton) inquires whether you 
would be willing to make your motion 
for reconsideration for tomorrow 
Inorning. 

Mr. STITHAM: Mr. Speaker, 
will answer through the Chair that I 
would be, provided it call be assigned 
after action on the Maher bill. 

The SPEAKER: Presumably it can 
be. 

Mr. STITHAM: Then, Mr. Speaker, 
I am perfectly willing to do so. 

The SPEAKER: Mr. Stitham of 
Pittsfield gives notice that tomorrow 
he will move a reconsideration of the 
vote wher,,,by we indefinitely post
poned the above resolve and the pa
pers will remain in the possession of 
the House. 

On motion by Mr. Flint of Monson, 
it was voted to take frum the table, 
House Document 463, an act to regu
late night hunting and fishing, tabled 
by that gentleman March 30, pending 
third reading. 

Mr. FLINT: Mr. Speaker, I now 
move the indefinite postponement of 
the bill. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion prevailed and the bill was in
definitely postponed. 

On motion by Mr, Hale of Portland 
it was voted to take from the table an 
act providing for clerk hire for jus
tices of the supreme judicial court, S, 
P. 228, tabled by that gentleman this 
morning; and on further motion by 
the same gentleman the report, ought 
not to pass, was accepted in concur
rence. 

On motion by Mr. Oakes of Port
land, it was voted to take from the 
table majority report, ought to pass, 
and minority report, ought not to 
pass, of the committee on Judiciary 

on bill an act relating to a bridge 
between On's and Bailey's Islands, 
House Paper '103, H. D. 168, tabled 
by that gentleman, March 27, pending 
acceptance of either report, and that 
gentleman moved the acceptance of 
the minority report oug-ht not to 
pass. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from Portland, 
Mr. Oal,es. 

Mr. OAKES of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, there is a situation at 
Hal'])swell that has been in existence 
for quite a number of years which 
arises out of differences between 
two factions of the town relating to 
the building of a briclge between 
Orr's Island and Dailey's Island, 

The town at its last meeting had 
about seven hundred present and 
was divided into two factions, about 
twenty odd votes apart. The fac
tion in favor of building a bridge 
was successful. The other faction 
has carried this matter through the 
courts in \'arious procedures, and I 
think the procedures have gotten to 
the point where it is undoubtedly a 
very regrettable situation. 

The particular point in this bill 
which I oppose, and for which I 
signed the minority report, in effect 
stops further litigation by process of 
this House; and my feeling is that, 
if there is a right of litigation pro
vided under the law-even if that 
right of litigation is to our practical 
minds inadvisable-it is not right 
for this body to interfere with the 
legal power of the court and elimi
nate that right of litigation. As I 
say, I have a great deal of sympathy 
for the people of Harpswell. I per
sonally think that the bridge ought 
to be built; but I feel that the end 
does not justify the means, and for 
that reaSon I felt that I must sign 
this report, ought not to pass, on 
this bill which prevents the minor
itY,-and, as you readily see, a mi
nority is only twenty out of seven 
hundred,-from taking this matter 
further into the courts. The gentle
man from Harpswell, Mr. Allen, rep
resents the views of the people at 
Harpswell, and, as I say, I sympa
thize very heartily with him and I 
now yield the floor to Mr. Allen. 

Mr. ALLEN of Harpswell: Mr. 
Speaker and members of the House: 
I shall not attempt to make any ex
tended speech on this matter. I shall 
simply give a statement of the facts 
covering the situation, 

First, I wish you to consider that 
the town of Harpswell has never 
come to this Legislature, or to the 
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Legislaturc of the sovereign state 
under which she was incorporated, 
and asked 1'01' any special legislation 
whatsoever. 

Second, I wish you to consider just 
what shc now asks. The town of 
Harpswell simply asks of her sover
eign state protection. Two years 
ago the town of Harpswell oted to 
instruct the municipal ofl\cers to 
proceed and secure the necessarv 
funds toward building a bri'dge be'
tween Orr's and Bailey's Islands af
ter the regular routine of the Joint 
Board, which consisted of the 
Highway Commissioner, Countv 
Commissioners and Selectmen, hact 
passe(~ on the suhject. the Highway 
Commissioner an.d the County Com
missioners being unanimously in fa
vor of it. At that meeting, as it has 
been so-called, the vote was not such 
an oyerwhelmingl~' majority but 
sufficient~somewhere twent,'-sc'ven 
majority in fa VOl' of buildi;'g the 
bridge. Immediately after that liti
gation was started to prevent the 
municipal officers from proceeding 
and hiring the money. Since that 
time we have foug'ht the opposition 
to this bridge through the Supreme 
Court of Maine, and carried it to the 
law court twice on mere technicali
ties, on whicll we have been sustain
ed in every instance and have heen 
declared to be justified and in the 
right in OUr contention. 

Now, then, we ask the State of 
Maine if it has not gone far enough. 
If they are not satisfied with the de
cision of the Supreme Court and the 
law court~and T want to call vour 
attention to the fact that at 'that 
meeting of the Joint Board, the 
Board voted that it was a necessitv 
and that the proposed site was oil 
a public thol'oughfare. In view of 
the fact that we did not have such 
a large majority at that time, we will 
admit it: hut the litigation has gone 
so far that at the present time there 
is practically one man with a few 
henchmen Who will always surround 
a man with a lot of moiley, who is 
determined that this bridge shall not 
be huilt. Now the majority of the 
people of Harpswell want to see this 
thing stopped and it would be an 
overwhelming majority at the pres
ent time that it should be stopped. 
and we are asking the State to sim
ply authorize and ratify the doings 
of the Joint Board so that further 
litigation of this matter may be 
stopped: and I Sincerely hope and 
trust that the motion of the gentle-

man from Portland (Mr. Oakes) will 
not prevail. (Applause). 

The SPEAKER: Is the House 
ready for the question? The ques
tion is on the motion of the gentle_ 
man from Portland, Mr. Oakes, that 
the minority report, oug-ht not to 
pass, he accepted. 

A viva \'oee \'ote being taken, the 
motion to accept tile minority report 
failed of PD ssagf'. 

On motion b;\; :\Tr. Allen of Harps
well, the majority report ought to 
pass, wa S "ccepted. 

Thereupon tile rules were suspend
<,d, tile bill had its two several read
ings at tlli8 time aod tomorrow as
signed fO!' its third rea<'tlng. 

The RPF.AKER: The House is 
proceeding under' orders of the Day. 

On motion hy Mr. Thompson ~f 
Rockland, it was voted to take from 
the table' Senate Document No. 48, an 
act to a men'd Section 31 of Chapter 
7 of the Revised Statutes of 1916, re
lating to elections and permitting 
the use of hallot boxes with devices 
for registering and endorsing ballots 
deposited therein, tabled by that 
gentleman earlier in the day. 

The SPEAKER: The pending ques
tion was reconsideration of the ac
tion wherehy this bill was passed to 
he enacted. 

Ther('upon the House voted to re
consider its action wherehy this bill 
was passed to he enacted and Rlso to 
r(>con~idE'r its action ~~hercby the bill 
was passed to he engrossed. 

On motion hy Mr. Thompson Sf'n
ate Amendment A was adopted in con
currence; and on further motion' by 
the same gentleman the bill as amend
ed by Senate Amendment A was pass
ed to llf' engrossed in concurrence. 

Mr. NlCHOLS of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, I move to take from the ta
ble Senate Paper 340, an act relating 
to the salary of the county attorney 
of Somerset county, tabled by me on 
March 30. [think the pending ques
tion was the acceptance of Senate 
Amendment A. 

The SPEAKER: The report of the 
committee on salaries and fees was 
ought not to pass. In the Senate, the 
bill was substituted for the report, 
the bill subsequently amended was 
read and passed to be engrossed. The 
House has not acted on this matter as 
yet. Does the gentleman desire to 
<,oncur with the Senate in Its action? 

Mr. NICHOLS, Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
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'l'hereupon it was voted to substitute 
the bill for the report, Senate Amend
ment A was read and adopted in con
currence; and on motion by Mr. Nich
ol s of Portland the rules were sus
pended, the bill had its two several 
readings and tomorrow was assigned 
for its third reading. 

Mr. HOLMES of Lewiston: Mr. 
Speaker, I should be glad to take up 
at this time the notice that I gave 
of intention to move to re-consider, 
yesterday, unless the Chair prefers 
that other routine work be done first. 

The SPEAKER: This would be an 
excellent time. The gentleman gave 
notice yesterday of his intention to 
move a re-consideration of the ac
tion whereby the House accepted 
the majority report of the Committee 
on Labor, "Ought not to Pass" on 
the following resolve: Resolve rati
fying proposed amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States 
granting Congress the power to lim
it, regulate and prohibit the labor of 
persons under eig'hteen years of age, 
and declaring that the power of 
the several states is unimpaired 
thereby except that the operation of 
the state laws shall be suspended to 
the extent necessary to give effect 
to legislation enacted by the Con
gress. 

Mr. HOLMES: Mr. Speaker, 
move to re-consider the action of the 
House taken y~sterday, and I wish 
to say that although this matter, 
commonly called the Child Labor 
Amendment, was probably fully dis
cussed in the public hearing before 
a Committee of this Legislature, and 
although it was probably discussed 
quite fully in the Senate the other 
day, yet it seemed to me that it 
ought not to pass the House and be 
re.iected by the House and have it 
said by the public outside that there 
was none so poor to do it reverence, 
that it went down to an untimely 
grave, unwept, unhonored and un
sung. And therefore T decided, mem
bers of the House, that even though 
J were the only one who would vote 
for it, I would vote for it alone. and 
that I wished to tell the House why 
I would vote for it. 

I reali7.e that there are doubtless 
an overwhelming number of mem
bers in the majority against me, and 
I realize that already a sufficient 
number of states have so far refused 
to ratify, to prevent its being rati
fied at this period. during this year 
when most of the states of the Union 
are holding sessions of their legis
latures, but I realize, also, that it 
has been so far beaten by propagan-

da and that the public has been de
ceived and that deception has been 
reflected in the halls of legislation 
and that legislators, perhaps here 
perhaps in other parts of the coun~ 
try, have been deceived by propa
ganda which has been addressed to 
the emotions rather than to the reas
on. 

But let us remember that it tovk 
eighteen years to get the Sixteenth 
Amendment to the Constitut:on of 
the United States adopted. You will 
remember that the Sixteenth Amend
ment was the Income Tax Amend
ment. You will remember that in 
that case, just as in this case, the 
case of the Child Labor Amendment, 
for many years, at least from the 
~ivil War on for years, it was be
lieved and generally accepted by 
courts, by the bar and by the pub
lic, that the Congress had the power, 
un<!-er the sovereign powers granted 
to It by the several states under the 
Constitution of the United Sta tes. to 
tax incomes from whatever source 
derived And you will remember 
that one of the nine Justices of the 
Supreme Court of the United States 
changed his mind over night, went 
to bed believing, so far as the public 
knew, that Congress had the right 
to tax incomes, and the next morn
ing had decided that Congress did 
not have the right to tax incomes. 
And it made a five to four decision. 
Then began the battle to adopt into 
the Constitution of the United States 
what we now know as the Sixteenth 
Amendment. and which was carried 
after eigllteen years of work. There 
have not yet been two years of work 
upon the Child Labor' Amendment. 
We can wait for the future. 

I wish now to read rapidly the 
Amendment as it is before this 
House: "Section 1. Congress shall 
have the power to limit, regulate 
and prohibit the labor of persons un
der eighteen years of age. Section 2. 
The power of the several states is 
unimpaired by this article except 
that the operation of the State laws 
shall he suspended to the extent 
neeessary to givp effect to legisla
tion enacted by the Congress." 

That second section has been more 
misunderstood than any other matter 
of public moment that has come to 
my attention in the twenty or 
thirty years that I have been observ
ing public affairs. Let me also read 
\:>riefiy to you a list of organizations 
that are for the Amendment and 
organizations that are against it; 
'tnd the bare recital of the names 
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tells a story by itself. Who favor the 
amendment·! The American Asso
ciation of University Women; the 
American Federation of Labor; the 
American Federation of Teachers; 
the American Home Economics As
sociation; tIle Cornmission on the 
Church and Social Service of the 
Federal Council of Churches of 
Christ in America; the Democratic 
National Committee; the General 
Federation of \Vomen's Clubs; the 
Girls' l<'riendly Society In America; 
the National Child Labor Commit
tee; the National Council of Cathonc 
\Vomen; che National Council of 
Jewish 'Nomen; the National Council 
of ~lothe;'5 dnd ParE'nt-Teacher As
sociation; the National Council of 
Women; the National l'Jducation As
sociation; the National Federation of 
l;ut:liness and Professional "Vornen's 
Clubs; the National League of Wom
en Voters; the National Christian 
Temperance Cnion; the National 
Women's Trade Union League; the 
Republican National Committee; the 
t;el'vice Stat' Legion; the Young 
"'-omen's Christian Association. 
Quite a list of Socialists, Commu
nist s and Bolshevists! 

Now, Who op]Jose the ratification? 
The National Association of Manu
facturers; the Pennsylvania Manu
facturers' Association; the Southern 
'I extile Bulletin; tht' Centinels of the 
Hepublic; the Moderation League of 
Pennsylvania: the Woillen's Consti
tutional League of M aryland--an or
ganization Witll fifty active members, 
formed to oppose the Materuity and 
Iltfancy Act; the Women's Patriotic 
Publishing Company-first establish
ed as the organ of the Anti-Suffrage 
Association. 

Now, what is the National Asso
ciation of Manufacturers? Well, 
without going into a gene' al descrip
tion, I can make it clear by saying 
tnat it is represented in Maine by 
the Associat0d Tndustries of Maine. 
Now, I speak of the Associated Tn
dustrieB with the greatest of respect. 
J am not going to do a thing that T 
have heard spol.esmen for the As
sociated Industries do. during the 
course of propaganda by lecturers 
and by variolls speeches at suppers 
and on other occasions before Ho
tary Clubs, Kiwanis, Lions and 
Chambers of Commerce, and all the 
rest, to malign the motives of those 
who are in favor of the Child Labor 
Law. T am not going to criticise the 
rr.otives of the Associated Industries. 

I am going to say what I believe, 
that the Asociated Industries and 
even th0 grea', Manufacturers' Asso
ciatic·n, of wldch they are a part, 
are [cctuate,j by the most patriotic 
of ll1vtives. 

You have received this propa
ganda through the mails before this 
Legislature came into session, and 
since it has belen in session, at least 
up to the time when we got the news 
through the press that enough states 
had refw;ed to ratify so that it was 
safe that the Amendment would not 
be ratified this year. You received 
prvpaganda it,,,o l.gh the mails from 
the As:,ociated lndustries, and surely 
vou must have noticed the letter
head Wllich they are now using, and 
l'll which they have printed across 
thE' top, in bright and attractive let
ters, "'1'he Associated Industries Is 
inalterably in favor of the open 
shop." It would be well that every
body should und"rstand the meaning 
of that term. It is a euphonious ex
pre~sion for the non-union shop. 
That is to say, the Associated Indus
tries announces to the world that it 
i~ ready to fight against organized 
labor entering into the manufac
ture of textiles, boots and shoes and 
the like, of the State. 

Also across the top we see the an
nouncement in words to this effect, 
"The Associated Industries proposes 
to become a partner of the State." 
Welcome, gentlemen of the Asso
ciated Industries! Will you ha ve 
your de.sl{ moved into this room or 
would you prefer that it be moved 
into the room a t the other end of the 
building? Because, surely, at least 
while the Legislature is in session, 
the Legislature is the voice of the 
State of Maine. 

In 1916 the Congress, in L" wis
dom, decided that the necessity had 
arisen for the enactment of a child 
labor law. And, acting upon its pow
ers as the Congress understoo( them. 
it passed the first child labor law,. 
which applied to all the labor 0: 
child ren up to the age of sixteen 
vears. And Congress intended to 
~'ork, through its constitutional con
trol over interstate commerce, and 
that la w was in effect for two years, 
until 1918; and the skies did not fall, 
the country did not collapse; no 
young man rebelled against hi" pa
rents and refused to work; no Fed
eral agents came into the homes of 
the citizens of Maine or any other 
state to interfere with the home life! 
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Now that act was declared uncon
stitutional, and in 1919 the Congress, 
in its wisdom, decided that once 
again it would exercise its right, as 
it believed, to pass a child labor law, 
and it tried to arrive at it by its 
sovereign power of taxation, and 
passed a law which put a tax of ten 
per cent. upon all goods manufac
tured by child labor under certain 
conditions mentioned in the act, 
which are not nece.ssary for me to go 
into. And again, the Supreme Court 
declared that it was beyond the pow
ers of the Congress even to reach it 
through its sovereIgn power to tax, 

Now, there was nothing left to do 
but to propose an amendment to the 
Constitution. It is interesting to 
note that when the first ca.'le arose 
under the act of 1916, to test the 
constitutionality of the right of 
Congress to enact a ehild labor law, 
the legal proceeding, the legal ma
chinery, was started l:>y a poor man 
in North Carolina, a poor man wh" 
claimed that he needed the labor of 
his child under sixteen years of age. 
to work in the textile factories of 
North Carolina. But it is curious to 
note that when that case got to the 
Supreme Court of the United States, 
that poor man was represented h\' 
Morgan J. O'Brien of New York, 
probably the greatest constitutional 
lawYer in the United States; Morgan 
J. O'Brien, former Justice of the Su
preme Court of the State of New 
York, and associated with him wa,.. 
an array of the greatest constitution
al and corporation lawyers of New 
York, Philadelphia and of Washing
ton. And that case is to be found re
ported in the ~47th United State ... 
Supreme Court Report, at page 251. 
fInd it is called: "Hammer, United 
StRtes Attorney for the vVestern 
Distrid of North Carolina, v. Dagen
hRrt et 'II." And there was a dis
senting- opinion to whiCh I wish to 
refer in a moment. 

And ag'ain. in 1010. when the flec
ond CRse went to the Supreme Court 
of the United States unoer a differ
ent nRme. that time again Morgan .I. 
O'Brien-ano associated with him 
th" greatest-Rno in part the "Rme 
great constitutional and corporntion 
J[lwver" of New York, Philaoelphia 
nno W8shingion-an,ued "gninst the 
romltitutionalitv of the 'Jct bpfore 
th8t great tribunal. the Supremp 
(;Ol1rt of the lTniteo Stn tes. 

'l'herp have been obiections. but T 
shall answer two or three only. an(f 

I pray you, of your courtesy, to hear 
me out, not that I expect to con
vince you but because of the magni
tude of the subject, because of the 
great human interest that is in
volved, and thcrefore 1 ask your in
dulgence if I appear to be prolix in 
anSWering two or three of the ob
jections raised and that have been 
raised so much by the Associated 
Industries of Maine. 

One common objection is that the 
proposed amendment gives too much 
power to Congress. The argument is 
that Congress cannot be trusted but 
that the states can be trusted. It is 
strange that so far, at least, as my 
knowledge goes back to publiC affairs 
during the past 20 or 30 years, I never 
before heard or read that argument 
that the Congress of the United States 
cannot be trusted, and it seems to me 
that it is a strange thing that a Con
gress which, under the Constitution 
of the United States, has the power of 
life and death over every man of us 
in the country, which can send us to 
the battlefield, which can declare war, 
which can declare peace, which can 
coin money, and do various other acts 
of sovereignty, and be trusted with 
all those powerful functions of sover
eignty, cannot be trusted to care for 
the lives and the welfare and the 
h0alth, mental, moral and physical, of 
the young generation now growing 
up, and that the states can be so 
trusted. 

Can anyone of you, members of the 
House, remember a single irstance 
back in the history of our country, 
from the present time back to the 
presidency of George 'Vashington, 
\vhen the Congress ever passed a la\v 
which trampled upon the inalienable 
rights of the citizen granted by the 
first 10 amendments to the Constitu
tion? No; I can answer it for you 
with safety. But yoU can all remem
ber, and you can remember wl.at hab 
happened within a few weeks in this 
State, and in no less a great common
wealth than Tennessee. you can re
member foolish, mnd laws passed by 
Icgislntures over the 1i\'es and the 
property and the educa~tcn of our cit
izens. You can remember of the Leg
islature of Tennessee paSSing, and the 
Governor of Tennessee signing, with
in a few weeks, a law which forbids 
the teaching of evolution in thp public 
schools of the state of Tennessee. You 
can remember the great common
wealth or Oregon, a few years ago, 
passed and referred to the people in 
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referendum, a law which forbids the 
parent to educate his child in any 
school that he sees fit; he must send 
his child only to the public schools. 
And you have seen, within six or eight 
months. that twO) states-Washington 
and Michigan-tried the same thing 
through their legislatures, but the peo
ple, by referendum, overwhelmingly 
defeated it. 

And, as indicating the sound or un
sound knowledge of law behind such 
an act as that act, you will remember 
that three judges of the United States 
court declared that it was unconsti
tutional under the Constitution of the 
United States, and issued an injunc
tion against the enforcement of it, 
and it is now pending in the Supreme 
Court of the United States, where it 
has been argued within a few days. 

La ws passed by legislatures' Trust 
the legislatures! Far better to trW';t 
the Congress! It is a strange thing 
that we can elect such patriots and 
such statesmen to our legislatures 
but that we fall down so lamentablY 
when we, the same electorate, try to 
elect men to Congress. 

I wish to read a word or two from 
the opinion of Mr. Justice Holmes, my 
great namesal<e-and T have nothing 
in common with him but the name. He 
wrote the dissenting opinion in the 
case of Hamm<:r vs. Dagenhart, decid
ed in 191 S, tile first case which de
cided the unconstitutionality of the 
,;ct of Congress regulating child labor. 
And he said: "The notion that pro
hibition is any less prohibition when 
applied to things now thought evil I 
do not understand. Dut if there is 
any matter upon \vhich civilized 
countries have Agreed-fnr nlore 
ummimously than they have with re
gard to intoxicants and SOlne other 
mattf'rs OYcr \vhich this countr~' is 
now ernotionaIly aroused~it is the 
(yil of IJren1ature and E'xcE'Rsive child 
la)lOl'. T shoulcl haye thoug'ht that if 
\\'e \yere to introduce our ov.rn moral 
conceptioru;; where in my opinion they 
do not helong, this was preeminently a 
ease [or Ullholdi:1g the exercise of all 
its POWPl'S by the United States. 

"But I had thoug'ht that the pro
priety of the exercise of a power ad
mitted to exist in some cases ,yas for 
the consideration of Congress alone 
and that this court always had dis
a ,'owed the rigllt to intrude its 
jlJodgment upon questions of polley 
or morals. It is not for this Court 
to pronounce when prohibition is 
necessary to regulation if it ever 
may be necessary-to say that It is 

permissable as against strong drink 
but not as against the product of 
ruined lives." 

In other words, the learned Jus
tice says that when we ratify the 
Eighteenth Amendment to the Con
stitution, the prohibition amendment, 
and when we now refuse to ratify 
the Twentieth Amendment, the Child 
Labor Amendment, that in refusing 
to ratify the Child Labor Amend
ment, we strain at a gnat when we 
have swallowed a camel. 

They have argued that the age of 
eighteen years is too high a limit. 
Well, the State of Maine has the 
eighteen years; we undertake to pro_ 
tect youth up to eighteen years. You 
may consult the Revised Statutes 
and you will find that it is unlawful 
for any minor under eighteen years 
of age to operate an elevator that 
runs faster than two hundred feet a 
minute, and I might say, for myself, 
that I never saw an elevator that 
ran at less speed than that. 

They say that under this amend
ment Congress will have power to 
control the education of our youth. 
and I have read articles by people 
who have, at different times, advo
cated a law-if such a thing could 
he done under the Constitution of 
the United States-to compel every 
child in this country to go to one 
and one only school, the school that 
the .~tate picks out; and people are 
now arguing against the Child La
hoI' Amendment because they fear 
that Congl'ess may 'do that very 
thing. 

I do not believe in the sincerity of 
such people. The Supreme Court of 
the United States is still sitting in 
'Vashington, and the Court lJas tim' 
and ag-ain construed constitutiona I 
amendments as restricting the power 
of Con:~ress strictly to the things 
contemplated by the amendment, and 
the Supreme Court can he depended 
upon to prevent Congress from read
ing into thilt amendment legislation 
which is not therein. 

A .~Teat delll haR been made of the 
argument to the conservative far
nwr, and I fear that many of the 
farmers have been taken in by that 
argument of ronservatism. I have 
never believed, myself, that the fllr
mer is reaDy a conservative. 'Vhat 
little I know of the history of the 
world leads me very strongly to the 
oPPoRite opinion. If the farmer is 
such a conservative, who was it that 
fired the shot at Lexington and Con
cord that was heard around the 
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world? I do not know how you 
learned it, but I learned it in my 
school history in the grammar 
school, that it was the embattled 
farmers of New England. And again 
at Bunker Hill. 

'Vho wus it that started the ,{reat 
French Revolution? It was the far
mers of France who till the soil, the 
peasants, as they are called. Who 
was it that started the Russian Rev
olution? It was the peasants, the 
SETfs of Russia, the men of the .~oil. 
And as you go back through history, 
every real and every great revolu-

. tion was started by the farmer. He 
is the man behind the gun and hE' 
knows how to use it. And YOll can 
go back througb the history of the 
United States. Who was it that 
smashed the United States bank 
during the presidency of President 
Andrew Jackson? It was a farmE'r. 
And in my opinion the great farmer 
electorate of this day is consciously, 
or unconsciously, perhaps, getting 
ready to destroy the Federal Reserve 
Bank System for the same reason 
that they destroyed the lTnited StatE'S 
Bank. 

They tel! us, and they tell the far
nlers-and I never could really be
lieve that the farmer would helieve it 
-they tell the farmer that if this 
amendment were ratified and Con
gress should begin to pass laws un
der it, that his own hoy .under the 
age of eighteen years would refuse to 
mill, the' cow, would refuse to bring 
in the wood, would refuse to do the 
chores. \Vell, it is foolish to waste 
time over that argument and I will 
only say this, that if I know the 
Yankee farmer of Maine-and he is 
typical of the East-I can imagine 
what would happen if his boy 
should come home some evening from 
the country store or the post office 
and his father should point to the 
woodbox and suggest to the boy that 
it needed replenishing, and the boy 
should say, "Well, father, I was just 
down to the corner store and the 
papers have just come in and I heard 
them saying that I have not got to 
do any more work, I have not got to 
fill any more woodboxes or do any 
more chores, because Congress has 
said that the youth of the land must 
not work, up to the age of eighteen." 
I can imagine what that farmer 
would say. He would probably say 
something like this, "My boy, I know 
that you are going to be a great 
statesman, the profundity of your 
reason proves that, but I want to say 
right now that whereas Congress is 

an imbecile, you are an ass for be
lieving that Congress has power to 
repeal a law of God, and if you will 
come out into the woodshed now, we 
will find out whether Congress or 
Almighty God is running this world," 
(Laughter.) 

They have sneered at the spinster 
ladies who would Le employed by 
the Government to interfere in the 
family and travel around and tell 
r,lOthers how to take care of their 
children. It is not for me to define 
the good purpose and thE> good heart 
of the ladies whom Divine Provi
ne'H'e has never blest with the sac
rei blessing 01 motherhood, but I 
';0 not believe that it is in good form 
n,~ I in good taste to attack the ll1O
tives of those women. 

They have pointed to Victor Ber
ger, c ne of the '::ongressmen from 
a w0,tern state, a Socialist; they 
have noilote(1 to Mrs. Florence Kelly 
and told the outrageou" and damn
al,le falsehood that her real name 
was V{assinsky, when Mrs, Florence 
K€·lIy was the daughter of Congress
man Kelly of Pennsylvania, now 
dead, and some of you in this hall 
can relllcm ber Congres"man Kell.1T 
wl'en he was living, and that he was 
one of the wheel 110rses of the Mat
thew (.,>uay political machine of 
Pennsylvania, and Mrs. :B~lorence 
Kelly wa;; brought up in that at
n1Ospl1el'e. 

They tell us about the danger of 
the Federation of Labor and about 
the danger of organized labor, but 
they did not tell us that when some 
years ago, many now, a young boy 
with hardly any education, came 
from England, landed in New York 
with a very few cents in his pocket, 
went to work on a job, learned to be 
a cigar maker, rose in the ranks of 
labor, conceived the great and won
derful idea of a Federation of Labor 
which should join together all 
of the Unions and all of the 
Trades, which had been fighting in 
jealousy against each other, into the 
great American Federation of Labor: 
and before he died Presidents of the 
United States were proud to hi! ve 
him at theil' tables, crowned head,.; 
of Europe paid him hon01'. and when 
he died in New Mexico or Arizona, 
a f"w month" ago. and wa" buried, 
during the hour of his funeral the 
whole industry of the United Rtates 
came to a standstill in honor of the 
memory of Samup] Gompers. 

One hundred vears ago the first 
society for the prevention of cruelty 
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to animals was organized. It took 
fifty years befor" a society for the 
prevention of cruelty to children was 
organized. It took constant effort to 
obtam laws to protect the coming 
generation. Oh, we have plenty of 
time to wait. It does not trouble u" 
that we cannot get that amendment 
~·atif1.ed now, but the fight will go all. 
It WII! go on, and this amendment 
which will be defea ted in this Leg~ 
islature, like the Phoenix. will rise 
again from its ashes. 

IVlL Speaker and members of the 
House, I 'lm not in opposition to 
organized capital nor to capital in 
any form. I realize the necessity of 
having it protected. I believe in' the 
rights of capital. I helieve in the 
rights of property. But I also be
lieve in the right of the child to his 
childhood. (Applause). 

Mr. CUMMINGS of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker and members of the House, 
I do not think that it is necessary at 
this time to take up a great deal of 
time in opposing this proposed 
amendment. For a moment, however, 
let us come down out of the clouds 
among which we have been sailing 
and consider good plain, human facts 

The gentleman from Lewiston, Mr: 
Holmes, has characterized this as 
petty propaganda. That is quite true, 
but the propaganda has by no means 
been all on one side. He has char
acterized this as an appeal to the 
emotions and this is quite true.But the 
appeals to the emotions have almost 
wholly been upon the side in favor 
of this amendment, in my judgment. 

I will say that for a month before 
this legislature met I secured almost 
everything available on both sides of 
thi<'1 question. and If I am capable Of 
fairly considering anything. then T 
ha ve fairly considered thi<'1 question. 
And it SeeTIlfl to me that this is a 
matter that is being yerv well taken 
care of by the states' themselves 
that the progress of child labor legis
lation throughout this country Is 
"nite ranid. that it has been-and T 
believe it is a matter that can he
better taken care of by the states 
themselves than hy the g'eneral gov
ernment. 

I am not in favor of bestowing 
powers upon the National Govern
ment to interfere with local affairs. 
except where it may he absolutelv 
neCE'ssary. and tbis is a proposition 
to so interfere. The very greatest 
ohiertion that I have to this amend
ment is that the result would be that 
a Federal Bureau in Washington 

would send agents to enter even 
home in the United States of Am
erica to look after the children in 
those homes and to dictate to their 
parents when their children should 
work, whether they were fit to work 
anld ~o ~n, and conduct periodical 
exammatlOns. Fancy for a moment 
an agent entering your home and 
telling you that this boyar this girl 
could not work. I will ryuarantee 
that ninety-nine parents o~t of a 
hundred are more competent to judge 
of when that child can work pro
fitably to itself than any Bureau 
Agent that can be sent into that 
family. And if it was decided that 
the chnj was unfit to work, I ask 
you to consider how long it would be 
before you could get a reverse ruling 
tram ,Vashington in regard to that 
matter. 

Talk about invasion of the rights 
of the home! I have never known 
anything that would approach in any 
degree what this would mean if it 
became a law of the land. Person
ally. I am very strongly opposed to 
it for that reason. Do not misunder
stand me. I >l'm not opposed to the 
proper protection of children; I am 
most heartily in favor of it, and J 
believe we will get it better through 
supervision of the states themselves 
than we will through such proposed 
legislation by amending the Consti
tution of the United states and plac
ing it in the hands of 'B'ederal agents. 

Mr. FROST of Belfast: Mr. Speaker 
and members of the House I am not 
planning to make a long. speech. 
There are two reasons for it. One Is. 
that it is not my disposition at this 
time, and the other is that it would 
be Impossible for me to do so were I 
so minded. lVly reasons are the same 
in number as are those the man 
gave one time when he was asked 
why he did not play golf. He was a 
yery large man, very portly, and he 
said there were two good' reasons: 
One was that when he placed the 
ball where he could see it he could 
not hit it, and the other one was that 
when he placed it where he could hit 
it. he could not see it. Those were 
two very good reasons. 

Now, I just want to join the Repre
sentative from Lewiston, Mr. Holmes, 
in being one of the mourners who 
will stand by while this measure Is 
bein'" huried. because deep down in 
mv heart, going back into my early 
rhildhoOli. taking Into consideration 
the difficulties under which I got 'my 
start in life. my sympathies are very 
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much with the young boys and girls 
of our land. I do not feel that I am 
standing alone, and I odo not know 
why the Representative from Lew!s
t?n s~ould feel at all unhappy in his 
sItuatIOn because, looking back a few 
years, we find that we are standing 
where President Wilson stood only a 
few years ago; we find we are stand
ing, in connection with this matter 
exactly where President Coolidg~ 
stands today and I think anyone of 
us would be perfectly willing to stand 
with him against a large majority of 
this world. 

vVe are standing side by side with 
every Congressman and Senator 
from the State of Maine, and I think 
their judgment is working pattern
ing after and listening to. 

. Now, just briefly, I want to con
sIder one or two of the reasons why 
we are told this amendment should 
not prevail. We are told that we 
should vote against this amendment 
because some of the states like North 
and South Carolina, Georgia, Louis
iana and Mississippi have already 
voted against it, but I want to ask 
you, Mr. Speaker and members of 
the House, how long since Maine be
gan patterning her legislation after 
the states of North and South Caro
lina. Georgia, Louisiana and Misssis
sippi? Maine has a right to lead 
those states. She earned that right 
in the years between '60 and '64. She 
paid the price with ten thousand or 
more of her native sons. The soil of 
those states is dyed red with the 
blood of the flower of American man
hood, and I say to you, members of 
the House, that my heart beats no 
quicker, the life-blood courses 
through my veins no faster, when I 
am told that the banner of mv Mate 
floats on a level with that 'Of an'\' 
state south of the MaRon and Dixon 
Line. 

,Ye are also told that if this amend
ment should become a law, the 
lj1eoeral agentR will enter our homes 
8.ncl that it will he impoRsihle for us 
to nOf'frol the lives and time of our 
children. yet I want to say to you
']TId in saying this I have consulted the 
hest legal authority that I can find
that there is no law on the statute 
hooks of this state, or any other Rtate 
in this nation, that prevents an indi
"idual from pursuing his own course 
within the law and working for him
self; and I want to say to you, in ad
dition to that-and in this I have con
sulted the best authorities that T can 
find-that when a man stands beside 

the cradle and for the first time looks 
mto the eyes of the new-born babe 
~vhether it be boyar girl, he is lookin~ 
mto the face of his heir, his partner, 
so long as life permits the two to live 
together.. The father becomes a part 
owner WIth the boy, or the girl, and 
when the boy goes out to milk the 
cow or the girl to wash the dishes 
they are performing tasks which ar~ 
theirs just as much as the father's or 
the mother's, therefore there'is no law 
which can touch them. 

I want to relate just one little inci
dent and then I will close. A number 
of years ago, in the month of May-, 
I drove down to the house, having an 
appointment with a man out in the 
country-a matter of about 12 or 15 
miles-and I asked the mother to take 
the little girl and go along with me 
for the ride. The household cares 
were such On that particular morning 
that the mother could not go, but the 
little girl was anxious for the ride, 
and she went with me. We rode out 
into the country. The young child was 
between three and four years of age. 
As we rode along she looked up into 
my face, with the confidence that 
young children of that age usually 
have, and she said to me,' "Papa, let 
me drive the car". And I said, "Bless 
your heart, you could not do it to save 
your life". And she said, "YeR, 1 
could". "'Vell", I said, "if you feel so 
confident about it, you may". So I 
slid over as close to the side of the 
car as I possib1y could, taking a firm 
hold on the wheel with my left hand 
and putting' my right arm down around 
the little tot and ]lulling her over 
,vhere, by stretching her arms as far 
as she could, she could get hold of the 
lower side of the wheel, I slowed the 
CAr down so it barely moved over the 
country road. Several times within 
the next half hour she looked up into 
my face and said, "Papa, I can steer 
the car. can't I?" And I said, "Bless 
:'-7our he:lrt, of course YOU ean, ,vith 
papa to help you". It was a spring 
morning. the air was warm, the leaves 
and the grass were beginning to show 
green, the birds were singing in the 
air, and as we rode on, after a little 
more I felt an unusually heavy pres
sure against my side. I looked down 
and I saw that the eyes were closing, 
and so, slowing the car down to a pace 
where it barely moved over the ground, 
I waited, and within a few minutes the 
hand relaxed its hold on the wheel and 
the little one was sound asleep. We 
rode on, mile after mile, and after a 
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while the car striking some obstacle 
in the road and making an unusual 
jolt, the little one opened her eyes 
and immediately, before she really be
came conscious of the fact that she 
was awake, the -little hand reached 
again for the wheel, and looking into 
my face she said again, "I can drive 
the car, can't I?" And I said, "Yes, 
yOU surely can", 

And members of the House, I want 
yOU to get this lesson. You and I 
come here and we tackle such prob
lems as the one we are facing now. 
In our strength and the knowledge 
that is ours, with all the wisdom We 
can exercise, we decide these ques
tions and we feel that we are driving 
the Ship of State, that we are deter
mining the destiny of the boys and 
girls who are to come after us, but a" 
truly as We are standing and living to
day, just so surely the hands of Al
mighty God are stretched out beyond 
ours, and it is His hand that is guid
ing the Ship of State, and not ours, 
and the time wi1i come. and some or 
us will live to see that day, when this 
amendment will be a part of the COh

stitution of the United States, and the 
boys and girls of our land will hav" 
the protection of a uniform law that 
will give everyone of them an equal 
chance to fight the battle of life. (Ap_ 
plause.) 

Mr. STURGIS of Auburn: Mr. Speak
er, and members of the House: I live 
in Maino. "Ve fought battle, we fought 
It war before I can remember. ':rhat 
has gOlle h~·. As one of the members 
of this Legislature I do not feel that 
I have to vote as they do down south. 
I shall vote as my conscience dic
tates. I further say that believe 
that \ve should stand on solid ground. 
I do not believe at this time that it 
is our duty to vote to give any ITlnre 
power to Congress. l\Iy friend, Mr. 
J-Tolmes, spoke about the farmer taking 
his hoY' out into the woodshed and 
straightening hiD1 out. Yilhen h0 rend 
the remonstrances against this alnend
n1ent 11(: forgot to n1cntion the Asso
cint0(1 AgTicultural Indm;tl'ies·-he for
got to mention the National GrRnge, 
cnmprhdng- oYer fifty thousand mem
bers, \vhich came out solid against 
this amendment. and I can seo in Iny 
mind's e~'e that boy. 'Ve do not have 
to give the boy of today 
much leeway today for him 
to tal,e a great deal of advan
tage. I can See the boy sitting in all 
easy hammock and his mother is get
ting dinner, and she goes out and 
says, "Johnny, I have not got any 

wood. Won't yOU get some for me 
to get dinner with?" He says, "I am 
busy; let the old man do it." And 
yOU wil! not have to go a great ways 
before yOU can see what would hap
pen. 'Ve would have no authority 
over our children. If father took the 
boy out into the woodshed to straight
en him out-which he might be justi
fied in doing, and I think he would 
be-the Federal agent would come 
along and say, "Hands off; Johnny is 
under my care". And, of course, when 
the Federal agent comes along, we 
have got to do as he says. 

I would saY, at this time, that I am 
for the rejection of this amendment. 

Mr. WINN of Lisbon: Mr. Speaker, 
as I was one of the members who 
signed the minority report that this 
ought to pass, I feel that I should at 
least state my position. I will 
say that this hearing was 
advertised, and it was intended to 
have it up in the State Assessors 
Department, but as the crowd gath
ered there, we found we did not have 
room in that Department to have the 
hearing, and they adjourn,ed down 
into the Governor's CounCIl Cham
ber, and in that Department we held 
the meeting and the room was 
crowded to the door. 

I have always considered that it 
was the duty of any Committee to 
weigh the evidence that is given to 
it before advising that a bill ought to 
pass or ought not to pass, and cer
tainly the evidence was in favor of 
that "Ought to pass" report. 

I think the most of you probably 
have read the Governor's Inaugural 
Address. I have, at least, and cer
tainly if I have, being in the minor
ity of the House, the majority cer
tainly should have read it. He de
votes something like one-twelfth of 
his Inaugural Address to the Child 
La bor Amendment, and in this one 
particular instance his opponent, 
'Villiam R. Pattangall, agreed with 
him as he appeared before that Com
mittee in favor of this amendment. 

To my mind some of our largest 
industries sometimes are in error in 
their stand on certain positions, and 
I believe at the present time, and I 
may be wrong, but I believe I am 
right, that the Associated Industries 
are in error in taking this stand as 
opposed to this Child Labor Amend
ment. 

In the years that have gone by I 
have been connected with the Labor 
Movement. I have had opportuni
ties to hear the different questions 
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discussed, and the argument that the 
Associated Industries had against the 
Child Labor Laws was that they 
would not object if they had a Na
tional Labor Law. 

Now, I do not see why they should 
object to this constitutional amend
ment at the present time because, to 
my mind, it would bring the laws of 
the entire Nation up to an equal, 
say, with the State of Maine. It 
would not change the laws, to my 
mind, practically any, as to what we 
already have in the State of Maine. 

Now, there was a man appeared 
before that Committee from the 
southern states-I think he was from 
North Carolina-and this was one of 
the statements he made before that 
Committee: He said: "Gentlemen, in 
the State of North Carolina a child 
can go into a factory and work at 
the age of fourteen provided he does 
not know his A-B-C's." 

Now, in this one instance, it cer
tainly should be the duty of the 
United States Government to have 
authority to say whether that child 
should have an education or Hot, 
when the State does not provide for 
it. And he made this statement, 
that to his best judgment it would 
take at least twenty-five years to 
bring the southern states up to where 
the State of Maine was, if you left it 
to the states alone to do it. 

I am opposed to a certain extent to 
much regulation, but in some in
stances, with the advance of time, we 
must have regulation. If a parent
and they are hopelessly in the minor
ity, but there is occasionally a par
ent who will say they do not care 
whether their child is educated or 
not-but the majority of the pepole 
throughout the States believe that all 
children should have an education, 
and they have enacted laws that a 
child must have an education, and if 
the parents do not seem to take in
terest enough to send their children 
to school, the law says that they 
must go, and they are obliged to at
tend the schools. 

A small matter came to my atten
tion in regard to regulation since this 
session of the Legislature convened, 
in connection with the State Board of 
Charities and Corrections. One time 
I happened to be in that Depart
ment, and I was shown a picture of 
three little children that have been 
taken under the care of the State 
Board of Charities and Corrections 
because their parents neglected them 
or did not take care of them, 

and you may be surprised to know 
that those children were taken in 
from within twelve miles of this 
State House, and if you take the 
time to go down there and see the 
pictures of those little children and 
their condition when they were taken 
away from their parents, as was 
right, and then could see the pic
tures taken of them after they were 
washed clean and clothed and made 
to look like human beings, you would 
all agree with me. Now, that is 
regulation that we have there, and 
would anybody hold their hand up 
against that regulation? 

I believe that when this thing is 
properly understood, that motion 
whiCh is in the minority today will 
probably have the applause, and 
probably within ten years of the 
prf'sent time. But. as the gentleman 
before me stated, it must come and 
it will come. And when we have 
such men as the great President of 
the United States today endorsiug 
that, a President so wrapped up in 
the people, or the people wrapped up 
in him, as we probably will not have 
for a great many years-and al
though I did not vote for him, I am 
proud today of President Calvin 
Coolidge-and our Congressmen here 
ill the State of Maine, as I am told, 
are all in favor of this amendment, 
is not their judgment worth some
thing to us? 

I believe that the law is right and 
just and should be enacted. 

Mr. CYR of Waterville: Mr. Speak
er, I move that we adjourn. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion to adjourn failed of passage. 

Mr. CUMMINGS of Portland: 
Mr. Speaker, I want to say just a 
word in reply to something stated 
by the last speaker, the gentleman 
from Lisbon, Mr. Winn, in relation 
to North Carolina and the gentleman 
who appeared before our Committee 
and spoke in behalf of this amend
ment. In regard to it being possible 
for children to work in the factories 
without knowing how to read or 
write, I have before me a circular 
which I procured from Washing
ton, from the Department of the 
Interior, Bureau of Education; a cir
cular of information, regarding pro
Yi~ions of compulsory attendance 
laws in force January 6th, 1924, 
which states that in North Carolina 
every "hild between the ages of sev
en and fourteen must attend school 
not less than six months during the 
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year, I think that is sufficient ans
wer to that, 

The gentleman from Belfast, Mr, 
Frost, in his statement that he hall. 
consulted lEgal authorities and that 
we have no such laws as the ones 
wh:ch he referred to, was correct, 
'l'hat is quite true, but this amend
ment proposes to give authority to 
Congress to pass such laws. Oh 
~ es, it proposes to give authority to 
Congress to pass laws to limit, reg
ulate and prohibit labor of ail per
sons up to eighteen years of ag·e. 
That is precisely what it proposes 
to do, and it is no use to attempt to 
dodge it. 

The ::';PEAKER: Is the House 
ready for the question? 

Mr. THOMPSON of Hockland: 
Mr. Speaker, the proposition before 
this Legislature is to make a radical 
change in the Federal Constitution, 
and in consideration of that matter 
we have listened to eulogies ,rnd 
pcetic allusions, all or which have no 
bearing, in my judgment, upon the 
question now under ponsideration. 

To make a short cut of the propo
~ition, it i, to take from the parent 
the control of his own child and 
transfer it to the control of a Feder
al officer. It is onl~' one of many 
B'oves in tlle same direction which 
have been made from year to year 
with the advancement or thi~ He
public. 

[t Heerns to me. when we lool~ into 
thir.:g's as they are, it is tlnlP fOl' Us 
to take :tn a(''Count of stock and to 
('ur:sidpr \\yherf:' \Ye are in making 
theBe Federal mO\'Aments. This pro
position would ~Je the Twentieth 
Amendment to the Federal Consti
tution and its words, although not 
familiar to us all in the exact lan
guage. nE'Yertheless [lre in suhstan('e. 
No\\', if this change should he 
hrought a bout, we should have to 
n--adjust ourselves strangely to lit 
the now conditions. 

For instance. we should have to 
revise tIle Bible; we should have to 
revise the Ten Commandments, be
cause they say, "Honor thy Father 
and thy 'Mother that thy days may 
be long' in the Icmd whioh the Lord 
thy God giveth thee,'" But, con
trhry to that Commandment of Mo
ses, this proposition would take 
away from the parent the conduct 
or welfare of the child and turn it 
uver to the supervision of the Fed
eral official. The Commandment 
says. "Children, obey your parents 
in all things." for such conduct will 

please the Lord, but how about the 
Federal Agent? If he should come 
a new revision of the Bible would 
necessarily be required, in such a 
situation, A child, up to eighteen 
years of age, under the proposed 
change in the Federal Constitution, 
would be subject, as 1 say, to the 
Federal Government. If a girl got 
married under the age of eighteen, 
she would still be subject to the 
jurisdiction of the FGderal Govern
cnent, and the promise to love, honor 
and obev here husband would be as 
nothing: compareu to the things that 
might be required of her and her 
duties, at the hands of the Federal 
Agents, 

'\IVe have heard oj' the illustration 
of the boy cnning home from the 
country store and defying his fath
er when he was reQ1ll',Sted to put 
some wood in the woodbox, I thinlc 
we have arrived at that situation 
::J]ready, although no such amend
ment has been passed. (Laughter) 
I have heard of a boy who lived near 
a pond or river, and there had been 
a heavy rain one night, and he was 
told by his father that he must bale 
out the boat, and he rebelled on the 
0Tound that it was unconstitutional. 
::HOW is that?" said the rather. 
"Why," the Loy said, "the Constitu
tion says that excessive bail shall 
not he required." And T apPl'ehend 
that the reasoning of the hoy was 
not unlike that of the young ladies 
\vho ,vear these f:ileevele~s dresses 
"nd who daim as their rigbt to do 
so the provision that the ri,o;ht to 
Lear anns S11<111 not he infringed. 
(LclUghter) 

I do not know how long' these at
tempts on the part of the Federal 
CtT"'ernU1Pnt tt) infringe upon the 
rights of the State are to be sus
tained by our people. It seems to 
me that the time has arrived when 
we should not submit to these 
things, or I belieYe the time is not 
far distant when we will not have 
the opportunity of meeting in our 
rrovvn ::\Teeting and discussing our 
town affairs. 

It seems to me we already have 
Federal amendments enough. And 
as to the allusions to our boys who 
w€'nt down south find many of them 
still lying there, that is. as I under
'stan<l it, the waying of the bloody 
shirt, 

But. g'entlemen, are the Fourteenth 
and Fifteenth Amendments still in 
full force in some parts of our coun-
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try? Let us enforce some of the 
amendments already in the Consti
tution before we seek to adopt any 
new amendments. (Applause) 

Mr. DUDLJ;;Y of Woodstock: Mr. 
Speaker and members of the Legis
lature: In regard to the statement of 
one gentleman that there was a lack 
of education in North Carolina, four 
million dollars were spent in North 
Carolina last year for the education 
uf her children. This battle seems to 
have simmered down between Capi
tal and Labor, and they m'e endeav
oring to get the rural sections under 
their control so that they can con
h'ol labor. The Secretary of Agri
culture claims that if this amend
ment were passed it would withdraw 
from the labor field one million chil
dren, boys and girls. This amend
ment as proposed by the American 
Federation of Labor and fourteen 
or fifteen other organizations that 
came before the Judiciary Commit
tee and threatened that if they did 
not pass the measure, ten million 
women voters would re.iect them at 
the next election. 

The amendment was prepared 
by Mrs. Florence Kelly and 
was accepted in its entirety with
out the change of a word or 
the change of a period. It was 
rolled through CongresFl. The 
first man who discovered this 
amendment was a representative of 
the Farm Bureau, and immediately 
every organization in tb.e country 
was warned and prepared to protect 
itself. And there was the first or
ganization that started to annul this 
proposed Twentieth Amendment. Up 
to the time of the referendum in 
Massachusetts there was no organi
zation against this proposed amend
ment, and the majority of the peo
ple believed it would pass two-thirds 
of the State easily. The proponents 
of the amendment made overtures to 
the textile people of Massachusetts 
and asked for their support on ac
count of the abuse of child labor in 
the southern states that was inter
fering with the mills of New Eng
land. 

As I understand it, the textile mills 
nearly swallowed the bait. but upon 
examination they came to the con
clusion that the reason why the 
mills gravitated to the south was be
cause they were nearer their re
sources. the cotton production. the 
soft coal mines and cheaper labor. 
They rejected and refused to sup-

von the amendment. and the pro
ponents, in a campaign in lY1assa
chusetts, attacked the texl«,:) mills 
and asserted that they gave thenl 
financial backing. 

The opponents o( the rneasure 
raised their money by popular sub
scription. As I understand it, there 
was only three thousand dollars giv
en by the textile manufacturers of 
Massachusetts. It shows by the vote 
that popular opinion is opposed to 
any legislation of the kind which is 
called class legislation because it 
protects a certain class of people. 
And in Congress I think it was Con
gressman Montigue of \Vest Virginia 
who asked to have this amendment 
referred to a convention system, and 
Mr. Foster of Ohio, objected because 
he said that if it got before the peo
ple, the amendment would be defeat
ed. And they did not dare to have 
this amendment go before the peo
ple for that reason but preferred to 
have it go before the legislatures 
where they thought they had a bet
ter chance of its passing. 

I will not take up any more of 
your time becanse I know you are 
tired, but I will just say that it lias 
been said by some one that the best 
government is the least government. 

The SPEAKER: Is the House 
ready for the question"? The ques
tion before the House is that of the 
motion of the gentleman from Lew
iston, Mr. Holmes. to reconsider the 
action of the House taken yesterday. 
A vote of yes is witn the. gentleman 
from Lewiston and is for the so
called Child Labor Amendment. A 
vote of no would be against the 
Child Labor Amendment. Is the 
House ready for the question? 

Mr. HOLMES of Lewiston: Mr. 
Speaker, I 'will ask that when the 
vote is taken, it be taken by a 
division of the House. 

The SPEAKER: A division is 
called for. 

A division of the House being had, 
Eighteen having voted in the af

firmative and 104 in the negative, the 
motion to reconsider failed of pas
sage. 

The SPEAKER: We are proceed
ing under Orders of the Day. 

On motion by Mr. Leland of San
gerville it was voted to take from 
the table a matter tabled by that 
gentleman this morning relating to 
the State of Maine Building at West 
Springfield. Massachusetts; and on 
further motion by the same genUe-



man the House voted to reconsider 
its action whereby this bill was pass
ed to be engTossed for the purpose 
of oJ'(ering iLn amendnlCnt. 

Thereunon Mr. J .eland offered 
House Ainendment A as follows: 

"Amend said act by striking' out 
in the first and seco n d lines t h ereo f 
the [ollo\\'ing words: 'nominate and 
b~, and wit I] the advice oC the coun
cil shall.' and in~erting in place 
thel'eol" the following wonls 'nomi
nate and witll the advice and consent 
of the council.' so that selid amend
Illent shall read as follows: 

The SPI';AKER: This seems to be 
a verbal cOlTection, and h; it the 
pleasure of the House that this 
amendment be adopted '? 

Therenpon the amendment was 
adopted and the bill as amended by 
House Amendment "" was passed to 
be engrossed. 

On motion by Mr. Leland of San
gerville it was voted to take from the 
table an act tabled by that gentle
man earlier In the day providing for 
the appointment of one or more per
sons to represent the State in cer
tain proposed changes in freight 
rates affecting the people of the 
State; and on further motion by the 
same gentleman, the House voted to 
reconsider its action whereby this 
bill was passed to be engrossed. 

Thereupon, Mr. Leland offered 
House Amendment A as follows: 

"Amend by striking out the wordA 
'and council' in the first line of the 
second paragraph and inserting in 
place thereof the words 'with the ad
vice and consent of the council'; and 
by striking out the last clause of said 
paragraph, being the following words: 
'and that the governor and council is 
authorized to provide such reasonable 
compensation and expenses of such 
representatives as they deem just and 
I/roper.' ., 

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure 
of the House that House Amendment 
A be adopted? 

Mr. W[NG of Auburn: Do I un
derstand, Mr. Speaker, that the 
amendment strikes out compensation? 

The SPEAKER: It strikes out the 
last clause of the paragraph which 
reads as follows: "and that the gov
ernor and council is authorized to pro
vide such reasonable compensation and 
expenses of such representatives as 
they deem just and proper." Will the 
gentleman from Sangerville (Mr. Le· 
land) explain the am('ndment? 

Mr. LELAND of Sangerville: Mr. 
Speaker, as I understand the purpose 
of the amendment it was to strike out 
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the provision as to compensation. Does 
that answer the questIon of the gen
tleman from Aullurn (Mr. vVing')? 

Mr. \\"l:'-JG: I\Tr. Speal{cr, may I 
ask the gentleman if that provides 
that tll(' nwn who attend these hoar
ings are to do so \vithout compensa
tion? 

"Tr. I,RLA:'-JD: Tt provides no com
p('n8a1 ion as I understand it; that is, 
as T understand the matter this was 
an (-1,p,T0C111E'nt made hetween the pro-
1'011Dnt8 of the lneasuro and some ","'ho 
object to some provision in it. It was 
::1 n agre.-'ment, as T understand it, be
tween those particularly interested. 

Mr. \\"J:'-JG: May I inquire who those 
"partjc.:ulnrl~r interested" are? I should 
lil<8 to ha\"e it road into the record 
\"ho they arc that are particularly in
terested in this measure, and this 
agreement. if the gentleman will an
swer. 

The SPEAKER: The gentlem?,n may 
rO]lly if he cares to. 

Mr. LELAND: Mr. Speaker, I am 
unable to state who the particular 
proponents of the measure are, but I 
think it is a matter of record before 
the committee who appeared in favor 
of" it. 

Mr. WING: The g-entJeman has 
etated that this is by agreement, and 
I should like to know with whom the 
(-l,greement ,vas made. I move the mat
ter lie on the table. 

The motion to table prevailed. 

On motion by Mr. Sturgis of Au
burn, . it was \"oted to take from the 
table bill an act relating to the pol
lution of certain waters by mill waste, 
that g-entleman stating that he did so 
for the purpose of offering an amend
ment. 

The SPEAKJ<JR: Does the gentleman 
recall the last action on this bill? 

Mr. S'I'URGIS of Auburn: I think 
it was passed to be engrossed. 

On motion by Mr. Sturgis the House 
voted to reconsider its action whereby 
this bill was passed to be engrossed. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair cannot 
make out the amendment. -Will the 
gentleman see the Clerk about it dur
ing recess? 

Thereupon the matter was tempora
rily re-tabled. 

On motion by Mr. Stitham of Pitts
field, it was voted to take from the 
table a bill tablpd by that gentleman 
yesterday, an act relating to the sal
ary of the county attorney of York 

county, being House Document 229. 
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Mr. STITHAM of Pittsfield: Mr. 
Spenl{er, I now move its passage. 

Mr. SJ<JIDEL of Biddeford: Mr. 
Speaker, I understand that the Senate 
has reconsidered its action and su.b
stituted the bill for the report. If 
the gentleman from Pittsfield (Mr. 
Stitham) will withdraw his motion-

Mr. STITHAM: I yield to the gen
tleman from Biddeford. 

On motion by Mr. Seidel of Bidde
ford, the House voted to reconsider its 
action whereby the report of the com
mittee on salaries and fees, ought not 
to pass, was accepted. On further mo
tion by the same gentleman the bill 
was substituted for the report; and on 
further motion by the same gentleman 
Senate Amendment was adopted in 
concurrence with the Senate. 

all further motion by the same gen
tleman the bill as amended by Senate 
Amendment A received its first two 
readings at this time. and tomorrow 
was assigned for its third reading. 

On motion by Mr. Piper of Jacl<man, 
the House recessed upon four o'cloel< 
this afternoon. 

AFTER RJ<JCESS 
4 P. M. 

The House called to order by the 
Speaker. 

Paper:-: from the Senate received out 
of order, and disposed of in concur
rence. 

Reports of Committees (out of order) 
Mr. Dunbar from the Committee 

on \Vays and Bridges reported 
"Ought not to pass" on bill An Act 
to amend Section 107 of Chapter 24 
of tho Hevised Statutes, relating to 
guide-posts (H. P. No. 1151) (H. Doc. 
No. 368). 

Mr. Mills from the Committee on 
Sea and Shore Fisheries reported 
"Ought not to pass" on bill "An Act 
relating to the regulation of s'melt 
fishing." (H. P. No. 1145). 

Mr. Boman from same Committee, 
on Remonstrance of Luther Mad
docks and others against any change 
in the herring laws in Sheepscot 
River (H. P. No. 1019) reported that 
same be placed on file. 

Mr. Moore of same Committee re
ported same on Remonstrance of H. 
L. Mansfield and others against the 
Lamson Bill, so-called, (H. P. No. 
977). 

Mr. Forhan from same Committee 
reported same on Remonstrance of 
C. B. Davis and others against any 

change in the Sea and Shore Fish
eries Commission Law. 

Mr. Hale from the Committee on 
Judiciary on bill An Act relating to 
the notice given by the Assessors of 
Taxes before Assessment. (H. P. No. 
1043). (H. Doc. No. 278) which was 
recommitted to the Committee on .Tu
diciary, March 23, reported that the 
same ought not to pass. 

Mr. Hamilton from same Commit
tee reported same on bill An Act re
lating to the number of voting- com
partments." (H. P. No. 1150) (H. 
Doc. No. 376). 

Reports read and accepted and 
sent up for concurrence. 

Mr. Stitham from the Committee 
on Labor reported "Ought to pass" 
on Resolve in favor of an Amend
ment to the Constitution of the 
United States, prohibiting- employ
ment of women and children in in
dustry more than 48 hours in a week 
(H. P. No 624). 

:!\I[r. Flint from the Committee on 
Inland Fisheries and Game reported 
saime on bill An Act relating to night 
fishing in certain waters in Franklin 
and Oxford Counties. (H. P. No. 313). 

Mr. Morse from the Committee on 
Pensions reported same on Resolve 
in favor of Bertha M. Benit of Port
land, Me .. for state aid. (H: P. No. 
455). 

Report>; read and accepted and 
bill and resolves ordered printed un
der the Joint Rules. 

Mr. Kinsman from Ule Committee 
on Inland Fisheries and Game on 
bill "An Act relating to the taking- of 
white perch in Crawford Lake and 
all itg tributaries, in Washington 
County. (H. P. No. 311), reported 
,mme in new draft (H. P. No. 1260) 
uncleI' title of "An Act regulating the 
ta king- of "'hite perch in certain 
wate~R in \Vashington and Kennebec 
Counties." and that it "Ought to 
P8SS." 

~rr. Bartlett from the Committee 
on Legal Affairs reported "Ought to 
pass" on bill "An Act relating to the 
care and support of p:lupers and 
other dependent persons having no 
settlement within the State". (H. P. 
No. 1135). (H. Doc. No. 353). 

Report read and accepted and the 
bill having already been printed, wa", 
read twice under suspension of the 
rules and tomorrow assigned. 

Mr. Curtis from the Committee on 
Taxation 011 Bill "An Act to Amend 
Section 27 of the Revised Statutes, 
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relating to the Excise Tax on Rail
roads" (H, p, No, 211) (H, Doc, No. 
47) reported same in new draft (H. 
P. 1'\0. 1261) under same title and 
that it "Ought to pass." 

Heport \\ as rea(1 and accepted 
and the new draft ordered printed 
under the Joint Rules. 

The following resolves were re
ceived, out of order, and upOn rec
ommendation of the committee on 
reference of bills were referred to the 
committee on 
Appropriations and Financial Affairs 

By Mr. Morse of Oakland: Resolve 
in favO!' of JUlian Croxford. (1262). 

By the same gentleman: Resolve in 
favor of Marjorie L. Lee. (~263)' 

By the same gentleman: Resolve 
in favor of Bernice Parker. (1264). 

By Mr. Bishop of Boothbay Har
bor: Resolve in favor of J. Henry 
Morse. (1265). 

The SPEAKER: The House may 
proceed under Orders of the Day. 

Mr. HOLMES of Lewiston: Mr. 
Speaker, I wish to take from the 
table a matter that I tal)led this 
morning, assigned for Orders of the 
Day torlay and not found on the cal
endar, the matter of the disagreeing 
action of the Senate upon House or
der calling for an investigation by 
the Legal Affairs Committee of al
leged false affidavits presented at a 
public hearing before that committee 
about two weeks ago, and I move 
that that be taken from the table. 

The motion prevailed. 
Mr. HOLMES: Mr. Speaker, I wish 

to make a motion and to say a few 
words of explanation because I an
ticipate that there may be opposi
tion. I move that the House insist 
and ask for a committee of confer
ence. My reason therefor is this: 

I wish to state as briefly as pos
sible the facts which led up to the 
introduction of this order calling for 
an investigation, which passed the 
House. At the time it was intro
duced nobody, including myself, 
made any explanation whatever. If 
any of the members had any particu
lar knowledge, it must have come 
from reading the accounts in the 
press. 

In explaining the matter, I. wish 
now to advise the members, and the 
Chair, that I shall refrain carefully 
from arguing the merits of any 
measure which is in the Legislature 
and which will be before the House 
later, particularly a measure intro-

duced by my coileague, ]\1r. Gagne, 
out of whiCh this order grows. I 
mention that because, in explaining 
the history of this order, how it 
came about, I might appear at first 
to be arguing the matter of what I 
will call, for lack of a better term 
now, the Gagne Finance Commission 
Dill. 

At the public hearing before the 
Legal Affairs Committee, there was 
a large gathering of the public
mostly from Lewiston,-as the mat
ter attracted a great deal of inter
est. The hearing was held in the 
hall of the House before the Legal 
Affairs Committee, and it had been, 
I may say. touted in the press for 
some time befol'e, especially in the 
newspapers of Lewiston, that affi
davits would be introduced and of
fered to the committee, and, through 
them, to the Legislature, to show 
that certain conditions in the city of 
Lewiston were very bad. In the 
course of tile hearing the counsel for 
the proponents produced several 
pieces of paper which were an
nounced then as affidavits-the num
ber I could not tell at the time-and 
handed them, or was going to hand 
them, to the clerk of the committee, 
when I, as one of the public, asked 
that the affidavits be read as this 
was a public hearing. The affidavits 
were made public by being given to 
the press. 

Now I am coming down to the 
matter of false affidavits. The affi
davits were one by Patrolmen Col
well and Davis in the matter of one 
of the janitors of City Hall, a man 
by the name of Verrault, and also 
an affidavit by Patrolman Voyer in 
regard to Janitor Verrault, and also 
one by a certain man by the name 
of George F. Hill of Lewiston, in re
gard to his treatment at the City 
F,u·m. Now these affidavits are brief, 
and I wiII read those in regard to 
Janitor VerJault for I think it is 
necessary in order that the House 
may understand. It is as follows: 

"We, William H. Colwell and Mal
colm Davis, officers of the Lewiston 
Police Department, on oath depose 
and say, that on the night Jan. 18, 
1925, at about 11 P. M., Hubert Ver
l'ault, a night jEnitor and fireman 
at the city building, used the police 
telephone in the machine room. He 
was very drunk, that he had diffi
culty in making the operator under
stand the number he wanted. That 
after he finished the telephone con
versation, he attempted to sweep 
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the corridors, he was staggering 
drunk and was obliged. to steady 
himself several times to keep from 
falling. Later he went to his room 
and was sleeping in his chair." 

That is the whole of the affidavit' 
of Patrolmen Colwell and Malcolm 
Davis. The Voyer affidavit I will 
read in a moment. After those affi
davits were produced and were read 
by the Mayor of Lewiston, who was 
present, the Mayor of Lewiston an
nounced that he WOUld, as soon as 
he returned to Lewiston, hold an in
vestigation before the Committee on 
Public Property as that would be the 
committee having jurisdiction of the 
actions of Janitor Verrault. This 
hearing, I think, occurred on a 
Thursday and the investigation be
fore the Mayor and the Committee on 
Public Property was held, I believe, 
Saturday afternoon. The court 
stenographer of the Superior Court 
in Auburn was present and took the 
notes of the testimony, and I have 
here her transcript of the evidence, 
and the affidavit that I just read. Of 
course I will not take the time to 
read to you all of this long 
transcript of testimony. I will 
only read very short excerpts 
though, of course, if anybody 
wants to read all of it, I will file it 
with the Clerk. Officer Colwellwas 
then asked by the Mayor and Com
mittee on Public Property thesfl 
.questions, among others: 

"Q. Do you know who prepared 
the affidavit"? A. I do not. 

Q. In whose presenCfl did you 
sign the affida"·it·1 A. I refuse to 
answer. 

Q. On wnat grounds~ A. The 
affidavit, I think, will speak for it
self. 

Q. Is the affidavit under oath? 
A. It is. 

Q. And I suppose it was signed 
in the presence of some justice? A. 
I swore to a justice, yes. 

Q. Was the affidavit brought to 
you by the justice? A. It wasn't. 

Q. - Brought to you by some mem
ber of the police department? A. I 
.don't answer. 

Q. Will you tell me where the 
affidavit was signed? A. On the 
line that was left there for my 
name. 

Q. Sure it was signed on the line? 
A. It certainlv was. 

Q. Will you tell me in what 
room you signed it? A. I will not. 

9. You will not? A. No, sir. 

Q. Was it in the City Building? 
A. It was. 

Q. I don't suppose it was a great 
ways from the police department. A. 
I can't help what you suppose." 

Now quoting from Davis, patrol
man, who among other things test!
!led as follows: 

"Q. By whose instructions was 
the liquor taken to Verrault?" 

I should explain before I go fur
ther that the testimony as a whole 
showed that Mr. Verrault, the jani
tor, is a man about seventy years 
old, who has lived in Lewiston many 
years and who has lived a sober life 
and was an industrious man. He 
had the job of night janitor and for 
many years had done the work and 
had always been sober. Now this 
testimony shows that the police of
ficers used to play tricks on him be
cause he was nervous, and that very 
night I will say somebody put a 
mud turtle in his janitor's room 
where he rests. Once they put a 
dead skunk in and at night they 
gathered in front of the door, or 
near the door of hiS room, and fired 
off revolvers. Well, it scared -the old 
man out of his wits. He claimed 
that he had a weak heart, he had a 
collapse. and went to the machine 
room and a9.ked them to telephone 
for a doctor as he thought he was 
dying. Instead of telephoning for a 
doctor, under the orders of one of 
the captains, they gave him a drink 
of whiskey, and led him back to his 
room. He stayed there resting, and 
after a while one of the officers was 
sent with another drink of whiskey. 
He swallowed a mouthful but re
fused to swallow any more of it, 
and upon that state of facts they 
made affidavits that he was drunk. 

Now officer Malcolm Davis testi
fied: 

"Q. By whose instructions was 
the liquor taken to Verrault? A. T 
rather not say. 

Q. You don't care to say? All 
right. Do you care to tell me who 
took the liquor to him or hadn't 
you? A. I had rather not say. 

Q. You know where Verrault was 
when the liquor was taken to him? 

A. Lying on his couch. 
Q. In his room. A. Yes. 
Q. Do you know whether or not 

Verrault drank the liquor? A. Part 
of it. 

Q. Did you see him? A. I did. 
Q. Hew much did he drink? A. 

Oh, I should say there was that 
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much in the glass. Possibly took 
half of it. 

Q. Will you tell me why they 
took liquor to Verrault? A. I 
don't know. 

Q. Have any idea? A. I didn't 
take it to him. 

Q. Have you any idea why they 
were insistent that Verrault take the 
lia uor at that time'? A. I don't." 

Also patrolman Davis testified: 
"Q. Did you at any time after 

this occurrence ask Verrault not to 
report this to thc Police Commis
sion or to the Chief? A. I rather 
think he said something about tell
ing the Chief. 

Q. Said he was going to tell the 
Chief. In other words he did not 
take very kindly to the joke, did he? 
A. Not at the time. 

Q. He said he would tell the 
Chief. Who asked him not to? A. 

I told him it would only make 
trouble." 

At the same time, before the Legal 
Affairs committee, one of the af
fidavits offered was that of officer 
Voyer as follows: 

"I. Antonio Voyer, a Lewiston 
police ofllcer, on oath depose and 
say, that on the night of Jan. 1.'';, 
1925. at about 7.:30 P. M .. I was call
ed into the station for speeial duty. 
That at about 11 P. 1\I., Hubert Ver
rault, a night janitor and fireman 
at the City Building, came into the 
machine room and used the tele
phone. He was drunk, that he had 
considerable trouble in making the 
operator understand the telephone 
number that he wanted. Lat'lr I 
saw him in the corridor attempting 
to sweep the fioor, he was stagger
ing drunk, very talkative. he stead
ied himself with the broom sf'veral 
times, later he went to his room 
and to sleep. 

"At about 12.15 P. M., Verrault 
again came to the machine room and 
asked to have a doctor c';lIed as he 
was sick. I attempted to call Dr. 
Giguere, the city doctor. hut he was 
on a confInement case and could not 
he reached. Verrault had reached 
the crying stage at this time. 

"At about 12.45 P. 1\1., I went to 
the fireroom and found Verrault 
shoveling coal, at that time 
he said he was feeling better 
but started to cry again while I 
was talking with him." 

Antonio Voyer, among other things, 
testified as follows at tbis investiga
tion by the Mayor and Committee on 

Public Property, two days after the 
hearing' before the Legal Affairs 
committee: 

"Q. 80 that when you signed this 
affadavit it states this, 'Later I saw 
him in the corridor attempting to 
sweep the floor. He was stagg'ering 
drunk. That isn't true is it? A. Why, 
the drunk part I wouldn't say is, but 
I saw him in the entryway which is 
a part of the corridor in front of 
the machine room. That is the cor
ridor itself. 

Q. I will read this again. 'Later I 
saw him in the corridor attempting 
to sweep the floor. He was stag
get'ing drunk.' Is that true or not? 
A. He was staggering but I wouldn't 
make the word as strong as drunk. 

Q. So that if you had read th~ afli
davit, Mr. Voyer, and found it in the 
terms, in the words used, you would 
not have signed it, would you,? A. 
Not with the word drunk. 

Q. So if you will look that affida
vit over and tell me if it is true that 
that aflida vit isn't correct. A. All 
but the words drunk. 

Q. That isn't right, is it? A. Some 
people use the word drunk for un
der the influence of liquor. Others 
will use under the influence of liq
uor for dt'unk. For myself I would 
I' ot say drunk. 

Q. If your testimony is right that 
you didn't see him in the corridor, 
then all the opportunity you had to 
see him was in the lllachine rooril? 
A. I saw him in the corl'idor exactly 
in front of the machine room. 

Q. 'Was he walking then? A. Yes 
sir. 

Q. Your affidavit says that you 
saw him sweeping' the floor stag
gering drunk. Tha t isn't true, is it? 
A. Not drunk. He was unsteady on 
his feet. 

Q. The words staggering drunk 
isn't correct, is it? A. Not stagger
ing drunk, no sir. 

Q. That is incorrect? How do you 
suppose those incorrect words got 
into that affidavit? A. r didn't draft 
it. 

Q. You didn't tell anybody to put 
the words staggering drunk in there 
did you? A. I didn't use that ex
pression. 

Q. If you had known they were in 
that affidavit you wouldn't have 
signeu it? ... \.. 1'10 sir." 

Mr. Voyer also testified: A. If I 
recollect right I came in but a very 
few minutes after the shots had 
been fired, and shortly afterwards 
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Mr. Verrault came to the door of 
the machine room inquiring as to 
who had fired the shots. 

Q. Next thing that you heard him 
inquire as to who fired the shots. 
A. Yes. 

Q. Whom was he inquiring of? A. 
I was in the Captain's office with 
Capt. Picard and officer Colwell was 
at the desk. I didn't pay particular 
attention as I wasn't connected with 
the case. 

Q. What was his condluon then? 
A. He appeared very excited and 
nervous. 

Q. Was he able to walk? A. I sup
pose so. 

Q. You saw him walk? A. Well, he 
walked from his room, evidently, to 
the door and stood there in the door. 

Q. He wasn't staggering then? A. 
I didn't see him. 

Q. Did he talk rational or excited? 
A. Very ·excited. 

Q. It was rational? He knew what 
he was talking about? A. Appeared 
so." 

The other affidavit I will deal 
with in a word. A man by the 
name of George F. Hill, who had 
lived at the City Poor Farm, gave 
an affidavit that he was mistreated 
out there; that profane language 
was used to him and he did not get 
enough to eat. Afterwards it ap
!peared that a reporter from the 
Lewiston Sun, after that affidavit 
was offered at this Legal Affairs 
hearing, had an interview with him 
in the presence of another man, and 
it was published in the Sun that 
Mr. Hill denied the truth of the affi
davit which he had signed and prac
tically intimated that he was co
erced. Now then one thing more! 
Afterwards somebody else on the 
other side got to Mr. Hill and he re
tracted the second statement and 
went back to his last previous state
ment or somewhere near it. Now 
that is about as reliable testimony 
as was offered, and the Hill affida
-nt is of course worthless. 

The Chief of Police of Lewiston 
gave a statement to one of the pa
pers-perhaps to both of the papers 
of Lewiston that when the Verrault 
matter was reported to him he in
structed the police officers to make 
these affidavits and the reason why 
-perhaps I am not telling it fair-I 
am stating it from recollection--I 
want to try to state it fairly-but 
the impression left on my mind was 
this that if the Chief had had any 

idea that these affidavits would have 
been made public, he never would 
Dave had them drafted. or drafted 
them, and he never would have had 
these omcers sign them; but he evi
dently had an idea that they could 
be slid into the hearing and passed 
from hand to hand among the com
mittee and not become public. Now 
if there is anything to that, there is 
a man higher up. 

The Senate has disagreed with the 
House and has indefinitely postpon
ed this, and you heard my motion. 
What I think is this, Mr. Speaker 
a_nd members: It is true, as has 
been said somewhere, either in the 
Legislative Record or in the press 
quoting some senator,-it is true 
that it is a case for the grand jury, 
,absolutely a false affidavit; and if I 
were county attorney it would go to 
the next grand jury in Androscoggin 
county. But I say it is also a case 
for the Legislature of Maine. I do 
not mean to say that I have followed 
up the affairs of the Maine Legisla
ture all 'my life, and perhaps some
thing similar may have happened 
before; but at least I will say that 
from my knowledge and recollection 
no such insult has ever before been 
offered to the Legislature of the 
State, and the Legislature of the 
State has never before been treated 
so contemptuously; and my conten
tion is that, if the Legislature lets 
the matter go by, which involves or 
appears to involve a proposition of 
deceiving the Legislature upon a 
public matter, either by affidavits or 
in any other way, that a precedent is 
established that may come back to 
haunt future legislatures of the 
State. Under the immemorial cus
tom of legislatures in this country. 
and abroad I think, the legislature 
has the inherent power to punish for 
contempt. We have the Constitution 
of Maine which gives the Legislature 
the same power without using the 
word "contempt." It uses in place 
thereof the words, "Obstructing its 
proceedings." The Legislature hav
ing, that power the Constitution says 
may punish by imprisonment in jail, 
not to last longer than the peri()ld of 
the final adjournment. 

To my mind, I know that from 
what I say it may be argued that I 
have taken sides and that I am par
tisan in this matter and that my 
ju'dgment is no good; but to my mind 
there is a very serious principle in
volved in it, and, Mr. Speaker, I re
new my motion that the House in-
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sist on its action and ask for a com
mittee of conference. 

Mr. GAGNE of Lewiston: Mr. 
Speaker, I will not be able to enter
tain you as has my coIleague from 
Lewiston, Mr. Holmes, because I am 
not a learned lawyer; but I can as
sure every member of this House 
that I was very wiIling and am stiII 
wiIIing to have those affidavits 
brought here before you members of 
the House, and I can assure you 
that the affidavits are true. I saw 
some of the members of the police 
force, and even the Chief. not later 
than yesterday morning, and they 
wished it were possible to come be
fore either the Legal Affairs commit
tee or before the members of the 
House and produce the facts as they 
are; and you may rest assured that 
we just wish that could be done. 

My colIeague from Lewiston (Mr. 
Holmes) knows that one affidavit has 
failed, but the other two he knows 
cannot be refuted in any way, shape 
or Imanner. One was heard by the 
mayor and a few men together of 
their same caliber who were there to 
make 8n investigation. The Com
missioner of Police was in there and 
it was not right that they should 
have been there to hear what was 
going on. I am very sorry that that 
order did not go through the Senate, 
and I hope that the motion of my 
coIleague, Mr. Holmes, will pass, and 
thus have it hefore the House. 

J\fr. HECKBTT of Calais: Mr. 
Speal,er ann members of the House: 
As House Chairman of the Legal Af
fairs committee, I wish to state my 
position. 'Vhile I am not authorized 
to talk for the othcr members, I be
lieve I am stating their position. I 
think you will he convinced that the 
Leo·al Affairs committee wiII inves
tig?tte this matter to the best .of its 
ahility; but T want you to serIously 
consider before you sllalI vote whe
ther it is proper, whether it is just, 
for vou to vote for such an invcstl
gati;n. I am glad that the gentle
man from Lewiston, Mr. Holmes. has 
read you these affidavits, has read 
you the evidence that was taken at 
the hearing upon them; and, mem
bers of the House, I want to ask 
each one of you if you were a mem
ber of the Legal Affairs committee, if 
there is anything in those affidavits, 
or in the evidence taken upon those 
affidavits, that would influence you 
as a member of the Legal A ff:;irs 
committee in giving a fair and Just 
report upon the bilIs or resolves that 
were before them; in other words, 

whether those bilIs, those affidavits, 
are false or not. Do they contain 
anything that would influence our 
decision? That is one question. I 
do not mind stating that I think 
there is nothing in anyone of these 
affidavits which would have any 
bearing upon the deciSion which we 
as the committee on Legal Affairs 
may eventuaIIy arrive at. 

The next is that this Legislature, 
we hope, is drawing to a close. The 
committee on Legal Affairs has not 
finished its work. Its last public 
hearing is advertised for Thursday 
afternoon. A little inkling has been 
given to you as to what such an in
vestigation as this may mean and 
how long it may take and what would 
come of it. If the dignity of this 
Legislature has been assailed, let 
the matter go to the Attorney Gen
eral's office; but Mr. Speaker and 
meimbers, if any false affi,davits have 
been made, certainly those respon
sible for them should be punished, 
and the proper place for that pun
ishment is in the courts where tll-e 
gentleman from Lewiston has indi
cated that they have recourse. So, I 
trust when these matters will be 
sifted out that you will not expect 
your Legal Affairs committee to at
tend to them, and that you will not 
support this motion, but that later 
we will recede and concur with the 
Senate: 

Mr. SPEAR of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to ask through 
the Chair, a question of the gentle
man from Lewiston, Mr. Holmes, and 
that is if the men involved in this 
controversy have n",t all had a hear
ing before the proper authorities and 
aU been 8 c'111ittE'd ? 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
mav reply through the Chair if he 
desires. 

Mr. HOLMES: Replying to the 
question of the gentleman (Mr. 
Spear) I wiII say that if he means 
bv "all the men" those who were ac
('tlsed in the C\ffid~\·its. the answer is 
yes. In reply further I want 
to say that the purpose of 
the order is not to investigate 
the charaeier of one Hubert Verrault, 
janitor; I am not interested in that 
or the overS0er of the poor farm, but 
T am interested In the question or 
whether or not the Legislature will 
pass unnoticed an attempt to neceive 
it by means of a proceeding that I 
believe is perjury. 

Replyinf\' further to the suggestion 
of my colleague from Lewiston (Mr. 
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Gagne) that I referred to only one af
fidavit and said nothing about the 
others, on the contrary I referred to 
alI the affidavits but one and said 
nothing about one and gave the name 
of one Lambert at the electric street 
lighting department which I under
stand "ras not a flagrant case, and no 
question of the falseness of affidavits 
was involved in that case that I know 
of. 

Replying to the House chairman of 
the legal affairs committee, I will say 
that I defer with great respect to his 
legal learning. I am, however, unable 
at the present moment to recall any 
authority that the attorney general 
has to act on his own motion as an 
investigating agent on a matter in
volving the honor and good name of a 
Legislature. 

Replying further to the gentleman 
in regard to the question of time, I 
realize, Mr. Speaker, that we are anx
ious to finish the husiness of the Leg
islature and get away. I realize also 
that it is public business and not our 
own business. T realize that the men 
of the soil are anxious to attend to 
their erops, but T want to say that 
perhaps ,,'e might mal\:8 a mistal{e in 
this and other matters of being so 
much concerned ahout the planting 
and the gTo\ving of a crop of grain 
and vegetables that we might overlook 
the fact that by our neglect, by our 
OD1ission on this Or other matters, 've 
might plant and grow a crop of i11-
feeJin~ in thi" State that would out
last all the vegetables and grain that 
might be gTo\vn this year. 

The SPEAKER: The question is on 
the motion of th" gentleman from 
Lewiston, Mr. Holmes. that the House 
insist on its formC'r action ,vhereby 
this order received passage and ask 
for a committee of cnnfercnce. 

Mr. CUMMINGS of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to get one thing 
clear in mv mind in regard to this 
affidavit. If I am not correct in the 
inference that I have dnnvn and the 
statement made, I would lil{e to ask 
that the gentleman from Lewiston (Mr. 
Holmes) correct me; hut from the 
statement he has made this is what I 
understand. The statement he mad" 
'VRf:l: that no man ,Vfl8 st;~gg-ering 

drunk; that later l1e denies that the 
man ,vas staggering drunk hut admits 
that he had taken liquor and that he 
staggered, but he declines to say that 
he "",'as st::l.ggering drunk. I understand 
that he staggered from drinking- li
quor but not because he was drunk. 
Now is that correct? (Laughter.) 

'l'he SPEAKER: If the gentleman 
frOITI Le,,7iston ,cares to reply he may 
do so. 

:lfr. HOLMES: Mr. Speaker, I fear 
that the gentleman from Portland (Mr. 
Cummings) did not pay strict atten
tion to the reading of the testimony. 
I do not blame him because it was 
rather long; but the idea that he has 
is not the correct idea. The point is 
by the testimony of the officers who 
"igned the affidavits that a cehain 
111an "ras staggering drunk, a janitor 
in charge of a hailer heating a large 
building. The officers who signed the 
affidavits afterwards, at least two of 
tbem. admitted that the affidavit" not 
only in their letter but in their spirit, 
in the intent and motive behind them, 
were false and fraudulent. That is the 
real point. .. 

The SPEAKER: Is the House ready 
for the que"tion? As many as are in 
favor that the House insist on its for
mer action and ask for a committee 
of conference will say aye. 

Mr. HOLMES: Mr. Speaker, I asl{ 
for a division of the House. 

A division being had, 
Twelve voting in the affirmative 

and 32 in the negative, the motion that 
the House insist on its former action 
whereby this order received passage 
and request a committee of confer
ence failed of passage. 

On motion hv :lfr. Beckett of Calais, 
the House vot~d to recede and concur 
with the Senate in the indefinite post
ponement of the order. 

Further papers from the Senate, out 
of order. 

Senate Bills in First Reading 
S. P. 593: An act relating to the 

attorney genera1. 
S. P. 411: An act to amend Sec

tions 9. 10 and 11 of Chapfer 5 of the 
Re,-ised Statutes relating to list" of 
persons made by the assessors of 
cities and transmitted to boards of 
reg-iRtration. 

S. P. 591: An Act to provide for 
the completion of thE' vital records of 
the State. 

From the Senate: Report of the 
committee on state lands and forest 
preserva tion on hill an act relating 
to c'Ortain State parks, S. P. 513, S. D. 
213, reporting- that the same ought to 
pass. 

Comes from the Senate, report read 
and accepted and the hill passed to be 
engrossed as amended by Senate 
Amendmpnt A. 
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In the House, the report was ac
cepted in concurrence and S(>nate 
Amendment A read by the Clerk. 

Thereupon the bill had its two sev
eral readings. 

On motion by Mr. Nichols of Port
la.nd. the bill and amendment tableil, 
pe,nding the adoption of the amend
ment jn concurrence. 

From the Senate: Senate l'a-
per 388. Senate Document 16], 
resolve in favor of the Augusta 
State Hospital for maintenance for 
the fiscal years 1926 and IB27 which 
was finally passed in the House, 
March 18. 

Comes from the Senate, the en
grossing reconsidered and passed to 
be engrossed as amended by Senate 
Amendment A. 

In the House, Senate Amendment 
A read by the Clerk. 

On motion by Mr. McDonald of 
East .Machias, the House voted to 
reconsider its action whereby this 
resolYe \\"a~, finally passed. On fur
the,. motion by the same gentleman 
the House voted to reconsider its ac
tion whereby this resolve was passed 
to be engrossed; on further motion 
by the same gentleman, the House 
adopted Senate Amendment A in 
concunence; and on further motion 
by the same gentleman, the resolve, 
as amended by Senate Amendment 
A, was passed to be engrossed in 
concurrence. 

From the Senate: Senate Paper 
387, S. D. 160, resolve in favor of the 
Bangor State Hospital for mainten
ance and othel' purposes, which was 
tlnaJly passed in tIle House on March 
18. 

Comes from the Senate, the en
grossing reconsidered, Senate Amend
ment A I'ead and adopted, and the 
resol ve as th us amended passed to 
be engrossed. 

In the House: Senate Amendment 
A read by the Clerk. 

TIle House voted to reconsidel' its 
action whe,.eby this resolve was 
finally passed. It also voted to re
conside,. its action whereby this rc
solve waS passed to be engrossed. 

On motion by Mr. Davitt of Mil
liNocket it waE voted to adopt Sen
ate Amendment A in concurrence, 
and on further motion by the same 
gentleman the resolve as amended by 
Senate Amendment A was passed to 
be engrossed in concu,.rence. 

The SPEAKER: The House will 
resume business unde,. Orders of the 
Day. _ 

On motion by ]\11'. Sargent of Sedg
wick, it was voted to take from the 
table bill, an Act to incorporate the 
Old Town Water District tabled by 
that gentleman this morning, the 
pending question being third read
ing. 

Mr. SARGENT of Sedgwick: Mr. 
Speaker, I offer House Amendment 
A and move its adoption. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair notices 
that the representative from Old 
Town, Mr. Lait, is not in his seat 
and would inquire whether he is in
terested in this matter. 

Mr. SARGENT: Mr. Speaker, this 
merely amends the bill to preclude 
any misunderstanding as to the Pub
lic l:tilities CommiSSion. 
House Amendment A to House Docu· 

ment 485 
"Amend House Document 485 by 

adding thereto Section 20 reading as 
followR: 

"="Iothing herein contained is in
tended to repeal, or shall be con
strued as repealing, the whole or any 
part of any existing Statute; and all 
the rights and duties herein men
tioned Rha 11 be exercised a nd per
formed in accordance with all the 
a pplicable provisions of Chapter 55 
of the Revised Statutes, and all aets 
amendatory thereof or additional 
thereto." 

On motion by :\1,'. Spruce oi l\1i1-
ford, the bill and amendment WE're 
tabled and especially assigned for 
tU1110rrO\\" morning. 

On motion b,' 1\11'. Ilammond of 
,'an Buren. it was voted to tal,e 
from the table House Amendment A 
to House Paper 943, tabled by that 
gentleman on l\farch 27. 

Mr. lL\.\IM0ND of Van Burell: 
1\11'. Speaker, I move the indefinite 
postponement of the amendment, 
and I now yield the floor to the gen
tleman from Calais, 1\11'. Beckett. 

1\Ir. BECKgTT of Calais: Mr. 
Speal,er, may we have the amend
ment read? 

The SPEAKER: It appears that 
Amendment A was offered March 27 
and the bill was tabled pending the 
adoption of the amendment. The 
amendment was offered subsequent 
to the second reading. 

House Amendment A 
"Amend House Document 244 by' 

adding the following words: 
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"Sect. 5. Any and all grants and 
powers herein given shall be limited 
to a perioi of ten years from the 
time this act takes effect." 

The SPEAKER: The pending mo
tion now is the indefinite postpone
ment of this amendment, and the 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Calais, Mr. Beckett. 

Mr. BECKETT of Calais: Mr. 
Speaker and members, I wish you 
would refer to House Document 244, 
reported ought to .pass by the com
mittee on Legal Affairs; and in 
speaking of this bill, in connection 
with the amendment, I might say 
that this is a bill desired by the 
Governor and by the Departments, 
because it seemed to be one that was 
needed to complete the law upon the 
subject and give the Departments 
and the Governor and Council the 
necessary powers. You will see that 
under the supervision of the State 
Highway Commission with respect to 
international and interstate bridges, 
"the Governor and Council shall 
have the power to authorize and 
permit persons, firms or corporations 
to construct on, or affix to," such 
State highway bridges or to that part 
of any international 01' interstate 
bridges lying within the boundaries 
of the State of Maine, and which are 
under the supervision of the State 
Highway Commission, such pole and 
wire lines, cable lines or pipe lines, 
as the said Governor and Council 
shall determine will not interfere 
with public safety or with the 
convenient use of snch bridge by the 
public." Then the prOVlSlOn "that 
\yire or cable lines so constructed or 
affixed shall not be used for tran~mit
ting electricity without the borders of 
the State". Then the bill provided 
that aplllications to the governor and 
council shall be made in duplicate and 
shall be referred to the highway de
partment who shall investigate and 
report their findings to the governor, 
and then after such findings are made 
the governor and council shall give a 
hearing to all interested, which date 
shall be not more than sixty days after 
the filing of the application, "shall 
give notice by publication in such 
nc\vspapers as the governor and coun
cil shall designate," and so on. It is 
simply a bill in regard to affixing pipe 
lines and other lines to those bridges 
and it seemed to sufficiently bedge the 
bill around with investigations so that 
it seemed to be unnecessary tD limit it 
to ten years. It is a matter that 
should simply await the pleasure of 

the Legislature, and I second the mo
tion to indefinitely postpone the 
amendment. 

Mr. DAIGLE of Madawaska: Mr. 
Speaker and membC'rs of the House: 
This matter is presented before you, 
and although it appears to be dealing 
with things in general, it deals at the 
present time with only one particular 
place. and that is the bridge at Mada
waska-Edmundston. 

I realize the position of the gentle
man who addressed the House a little 
while ago in regard to the bill that 
has been prepared and heard before 
the legal affairs committee. That is, 
that the governor and council will have 
to take some part in it and then the 
matter would be referred to the high
way commission. That is all very 
nice. ,Ve have no objection to that 
whatever, and I would go one step 
further and say, as proof, that there 
is no intention whatever to object to 
this measure because probably thpre 
is not a person in the town of :!\lada
waska who is interested in pushing 
back an industry that is going to be 
established in our town. ,Ve may have, 
of course, our failings but. I do not 
think we are foolish to that extent. 

="ow to come to the point, I will just 
say that last fall, when the matter 
,,'as discussed about this industry, or 
manufacture of paper that is going to 
he started there, we held a meeting 
in Our town and the Bangor & Aroos
took Railroad Company, who were the 
instigators of this bill, wanted some 
land. It was an old road that we had, 
and they wanted to buy it Or make 
SOlne arrangement about it \vith the 
to\Vll, and we voted unanimously in 
that town to give them that land free. 
It was worlh, probably. at current 
prices, three or four thousand dollars. 
I had the honor of being the mod
erator' of that meeting and that was 
!Jassed without a dissenting vote. 

Furthermore, I think that if we 
were to hold a meeting today in the 
town of Madawaska, which is not a 
very rich town, and the proposition 
were to be put to the people, "Are you 
willing to banish this industry that 
is on the verge of coming into this 
town or else are you willing to have it 
and do you wish to have it enough to 
payout of your pockets ten thousand 
dollars?" I think we would pay it. 

But there Is another side to this 
proposition which may not be danger
ous. I do not want to magnify things 
here and say, "This Is the most impor
tant thing that is appearing before 
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you" and so on. That would not be 
true, but in years to come-and we do 
not know when, but conditions may 
change as they have in other places 
and may in Madawaska-we might be 
in a position where the burden of 
proof and the 'burden of failure would 
be on us, and ·we would have to make 
a pilgrimage from the town of Mada
waska down here to Augusta in order 
to intercede before the governor and 
council, and perhaps the highway com. 
mission, in regard to things that we 
probably would think then were not 
running exactly right. 

Now, in putting this small amend
ment to the bill and asking that per
mission be g-iven for ten years; very 
well, we are all right on that propo
sition on both sides. Then if the 
thing moves along nicely, I think that 
the people of the corporation, whoever 
they are, would not do anything more 
complicated, but if another measure 
passes in both branches, then it would 
be for us, probably, to come back and 
have something that would be very 
objectionable alld take it away from 
the statute. 

Now, I fail to sec any great danger 
and I fail to see anything unjust in 
this amendment. But if the members 
of the House here fear that it is Sf> 

dangerous, they may do as they plf>ase 
in regard to it. I thank you. 

The SI'EAKER: The question is on 
the motion of the gentleman from Van 
Buren, Mr. Hammond, that this amend
ment b~ indefinitely postponed. 

A yiva voce vote being taken, 
the motion to indefinitely postpone 
the amendment prevailed. 

Mr. BBCKBTT of Calais: Mr. 
Speaker, is it in order now to move 

,for the thir d reading or should it go 
to the Committee first? 

The SPEAKBR: The gentleman 
from Calais, Mr. Dectkett, moves 
that the bill have its second reading 
at this time. 

Thereupon the hill received its 
second reading. 

Mr. DAIGLE of Madawaska: Mr. 
Speaker, may I inquire what the sit
uation is now and what has bec·ome 
of the amendment. 

The SPEAKER: The amendment 
was inc1efinitely postponed. The 
bill has had its second reading. 

Mr. TlAIGLE: Mr. Speaker, then 
I asl, for a division. I do not believe 
that the vote really showed that, 
without criticising the Chair. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
might well have requested a divi-

sion earlier in the proceedings. The 
gentleman may now move that we 
reconsider the vote whereby this 
amendment was indefinitely post
poned. 

Mr. DAIGLE: 'l'hen, Mr. Speaker, 
I make that motioh. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Madawaska, Mr. Daigle, moves 
that the House reconsider its action 
whereby this amendment was inde
finitely postponed and requests a. 
division. 

A division of the House being had, 
Fifteen having voted in the affirm

ative anti 37 in the negatIve, 
the motion to reconsider failed of 
passage. 

Mr. WING of Auburn: Mr. Speak
er, may I inquire what is now the 
pending question? 

The SPEAKER: The pending 
question now is assignment for third 
reading. 

Mr. WING: I should like to call 
the attention of the House to House 
Document 244, which to my reading 
seems to create an irrevocable lic
ense to be attached to this bill for 
the use of pi!2.es, wires and conduits. 
If this Legislature wants to grant 
this, all well and good. If they do 
not wish to grant a license which 
they cannot revoke, I think it would 
be well to pay heed to the amend
ment which has been offered by the 
gentleman from Madawaska (Mr. 
Daigle.) I move that the bill lie on 
the table pending assignment for 
third reading. 

The motion prevailed. 

The SPEAKER: The House is still 
proceeding under' Orders of the Day. 

Mr. FROST of Belfast: Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to take from 
tile table at this time House Paper 
561, House Document 4m, tabled by 
me this morning, an act for the bet
ter protection of smelts in the Pas
sag'assawaukeag river. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Delfast, Mr. Frost, moves to 
take from the table an act for the 
better protection of smelts in the 
Passagassawaukeag River. 

Mr. FROST: Mr. Speaker, this 
morning I moved that this matter be 
referred to the Committee on In
land Fisheries and Game, and it was 
suggested that it would be a much 
better way to confer with the Com
mittee and get some sort of a solu
tion, and I would suggest this; that 
this matter be changed to read as 
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follows-this is very short: "No 
smelts shall be taken or fished for 
in the Passagassawaukeag River in 
any other way than by hook and line 
above a line two thousand feet below 
and parallel with the present loca
tion of the so-called Memorial 
Bridge at Belfast to a point known as 
Holmes' Mill at Belfast, under a pen
alty of one hundred dollars for each 
offense." I have consulted with the 
House Chairman of the Committee 
on Inland Fisheries and Game and 
he says that this would be entirely 
sati~factory. 

'Ihe SPl£AKER. Will the gentle
man reduce the amendment to writ
ing and submit it and then move its 
adoption? 

Mr. FROST: It is already in writ
ing, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Belfast, Mr. Frost, offers 
House Amendment A to House Do
cument 461, and moves its passage. 
"House Amendment A to House 
Document 461. Amend said Docu-

ment by striking out all after the 
enacting clause in Section 1 and in
serting in place thereof the follow
ing words: 'Section 1. No smelts 
shall be taken or fished for in the 
Passagassawaukeag river in any 
other way than by hook and line 
above a line two thousand feet be
low and parallel with the present 
location of the so-called MemoriaL 
Bridge at Belfast to a point known 
as Holmes' Mill at Belfast, under a 
penalty of one hundred dollars for 
each offense." Is it the pleasure of 
the House that House Amendment 
A be adopted? 

Thereupon the House voted to 
adopt House Amendment A to 
House Document 461, and the bill 
as amended was passed to be en
grossed. 

On motion by Mr. Dudley of 
\Voodstock, 

Adjourned until 9.~O o'clock to-
nl0rro"\v morning. 


