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HOUSE

Thursday, March 12, 1925.

The House met according to ad-
journment and was called to order
by the speaker.

Prayer by the Rev. Mr., Brown of
Augusta.

Journal of the previous
read and approved.

Papers from the Senate disposed
of in concurrence.

From the Senate: Petition of Min-
isters’ Association of Bangor and
vicinity in favor of the Barwise Sec-
tarian Bill (S. P, 482)

Comes from the Senate referred to
the committee on education.

In the House, on motion by Mr.
Wing of Auburn, the petition was
placed on file in non-concurrence,
inasmuch as this bill has been re-
ported out.

session

From the Senate: Bill an act to
provide for the approval by the
Commissioner of Education of Text-
books used in Private Schools. (8.
P. No. 462) (8. D. No. 177).

Comes from the Senate referred to
the Committee on Education.

In the House, on motion by Mr.
Holmes of Lewiston, tabled pending
reference in concurrence.

From the Senate: Report of the
committee on salaries and fees re-
porting ought not to pass on bill an
act to amend Section 6 of Chapter
117 of the Revised Statutes as
amended by Section 1, Chapter 192
of the Public Laws of 1921, relating
to salaries of Superior Court Jus-
tices. (8. P. 83).

Comes from the Senate,
read and accepted.

In the House, on motion by Mr.
Hale of Portland, tabled pending ac-
ceptance of the report in concur-
rence.

report

From the Senate: Majority report
of the Committee on Education re-
porting ought to pass on resolve
proposing an amendment to the
Constitution prohibiting the use
of Public Funds for Sectarian
Schools (S. P. No. 10) (8. Doc. No.
9)

Report was signed by the follow-
ing:

Messrs. ALLEN of Sanford
BARWISE of Penobscot
SPEIRS of Cumberland
—of the Senate
Mr. DUDLEY of Woodstock
Mrs. ALLEN of Hampden
Messrs. EUSTIS of Strong

PIERCE of Sanford
CROCKETT of Hollis
—of the House

Minorty report of same committee
reporting ought not to pass on same
bill,

Report was signed by the follow-
ing:

Mr. HALL of Waterville
—of the House

Comes from the Senate, majority
report read and accepted and the re-
solve passed to be engrossed.

In the House, on motion by Mr.
Dudley of Woodstock, both reports
tabled pending acceptance of either
report and especially assigned for
Tuesday next.

Senate Bills in First Reading

S. P. No. 186: Resolve, Providing
for the Purchase of the Book to be
issued by the Maine State Bar As-
sociation in Commemoration of the
Adoption of the Constitutions of the
United States and of Maine.

S. P. No. 226: An act to permit ice
fishing in Bauneg Beg pond, so-
called, in Sanford and in North Ber-
wick, in the county of York.

S. P. No. 114: An Act to amend
section 31 of chapter 7 of the Revis-
ed Statutes of 1916, relating to elec-
tions and permitting the use of bal-
lot boxes with devices for register-
ing and endorsing ballots deposited
therein.

S. P. 157: An Act relating to al-
lowance for clerks in the Register of
Deeds of Cumberland County.

S. P. No. 180: An Act providing
for and fixing the salaries of the
probation officer and assistant pro-
bation officer for the county of
Cumberland.

S. P. No. 55: An Act to change
name of the Maine School for Kee-
ble-Minded.

S. P. No. 57: Resolve in favor of
the Maine School for Feeble-Minded
for Maintenance for the fiscal years
1926 and 1927.

S. P. No. 452: An act to create a
Game Sanctuary in Knox County, to
be known as the Knox County Game
Preserve.

S. P. No. 387: Resolve, in favor of
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the Bangor State Hospital for main-
tenance and other purposes.

S. P. No. 388: Resolve, in favor
of the Augusta State Hospital for
maintenance for the Fiscal Years
1926 and 1927.

S. P. No. 416: An Act to Amend
Chapter 140 of the Private and Spe-
cial Laws of 1921, relating -to the
Farmington Municipal Court.

S. P. No. 417. An Act to amend
Scetion 48 of Chapter 24 of the Re-
vised Statutes relating to the powers
and liabilities of plantations.

S. P. No. 418. An Act to amend
Chapter 39 of the Private and Special
Laws of 1915, to fix the salary of the
Judge and Recorder of the Sanford
Municipal Court.

S. P. No. 453. An Act to amend the
law relating to the salary of the Li-
brarian of the Maine State Library.

S. P. No. 419. Resolve in favor of
Lester D. Eaton, Warden of the State
Prison.

From the Senate: Report of the
committce on Public Utilities report-
ing ought to pass on bill, An Act re-
lating to the Portland Gas Light
Company (S. P. 95) (S. D. 43).

Comes from the Senate, report read
and accepted, and the bill passed to
be engrossed.

In the House, on motion by Mr.
Gilmour of Westbrook, tabled pending

acceptance of the report in concur-
rence. .
From the Senate: Report of the

committee on Salaries and Fees re-
porting ought to pass on bill, An Act
to amend Section 3, Chapter 325 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1897, re-
lating to the Municipal Court of Wat-
erville (S. P. 96) (S. D. 164).

Comes from the Senate, report read
and accepted, and the bill passed to
be engrossed.

In the House, on motion by Mr. Cyr
of Waterville, tabled pending accept-
ance of the report in concurrence.

From the Senate. Order for an in-
vestigation of the condition of labor
in the textile industry by the commit-
tee on Labor (H. D. 253) which was
passed as amended by House Amend-
ment A in the House March 5th.

Comes from the Senate referred to
the committees on Labor and Legal
Affairs jointly in non-concurrence.

In the House:

Mr. WING of Auburn: Mr. Speaker,
I yield the floor to Mr. Holmes of
Lewiston.

Mr. HOLMES of Lewiston: Mr,
Speaker, I move that the House re-
cede from its former action and con-
cur with the Senate in referring the
order to the joint committees on Labor
and Legal Affairs. This I do for the
purpose of expediting the business of
the Legislature.

The motion prevailed.

Mr. WING: Mr. Speaker, I rise to
a point of order. We passed this or-
der in the House.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman is
correct. The House passed this order.

Mr. WING: [ move we re-consider
the vote just passed.

The motion prevailed.

Mr. WING: I now move that we
recede and concur with the Senate in
its action on this order.

The SPEAKER: The motion to re-
cede and concur with the Senate will
correct our Record.

Mr. WING: I now move that we
re-consider the vote whereby we gave
this order a passage.

The SPEAKER: The motion to re-
cede will take care of that matter. Is
it the pleasure of the House to re-
cede and concur with the Senate In
the reference of this order to the
joint committees on Labor and Legal
Affairs?

The motion prevailed.

From the Senate: Bill, An Act re-
lating to salary of the Judge of the
Municipal Court of Portland (H. P.
No. 71) (H. D. No. 80) which was
passed to be e¢nacted in the House
February 18th and passed to be en-
grossed February 11th.

Comes from the Senate passed to be
engrossed as amended by Senate
Amendment A in non-concurrence.

In the House, on motion by Mr.
Stone of Bridgton, the bill was tabled
and especially assigned for Wednes-
day next.

The following remonstrances and
petitions were received and, upon rec-
ommendation of the committee on
Reference of Bills, were referred to
the following c¢ommitteces:

Inland Fisheries and Game

By Mr. Leland of Sangerville: Peti-
tion of L. A. Flint and others in favor
of the one deer law (H. P. 1165).

By the same gentleman: Petition of
A. L. Gilman and others in favor of
same (H. P. 1166).
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Judiciary

By Mr. Cummings of Portland:
ERemonstrance of Arthur W. Hight
and 119 others of Portland against
repeal in any manner of the direct
Primary Law (H. P. 1155).

By Mr. Roberts of Bar Harbor: Re-
monstrance of Charles F. Paine and
others of Bar Harbor against same
(H. P. 1156).

By Mr. Wing of Auburn: Remon-
strance of T. E. Ham and 20 others of
Auburn and Lisbon against same (H.
P. 1157).

Legal Affairs

By Mr. Lessard of Lewiston: Re-
monstrance of IKdward Turgeon and
64 others against bill relating to
Finance Commission for the City of
Lewiston (H. P. 1158).

By the same gentleman: Remon-
strance of Charles Martel and 72

others against same (H. P. 1159).

By the same gentleman: Remon-
strance of A. F. Vermette and b3
others against same. (H. P, 1160).

By the same gentleman: Remon-
strance of Frank Landry and 48
others against same (H. P. 1161).

By the same gentleman: Remon-
strance of Louis Malo and 53 others
against same (H. P. 1162).

By the same gentleman: Remon-
strance of Joseph Morin and 53 oth-
ers of Lewiston against same (H. ™.
1163).

By the same gentleman: Remon-
strance of Albert D, Morneau and 54
others of Lewiston against same (H.
P. 1164).

Orders

Mr. Roy of Lewiston presented the
following order:

The attention of the Legislature
having been called to the fact that
there is no piano in the Blaine Man-
sion, and that the furnishings of this
home are incomplete without such
an instrument:

It is ordered, the Senate concurring,
that the committee on Appropriations
and Financial Affairs be authorized
tc purchase a piano for the Blaine
Mansion, and that the expense of the
same be charged to the fund appro-
priated by the 81st Legislature for
the expenses of the 82nd Legislature..

The SPEAKER: The House hears
the order. What is the pleasure of
the House?

On motion by Mr. Wing of Auburn,
the order received passage.

Reports of Committees

Mr. Hammond from the committee
on Taxation reported ought not to
pass on bill An Act relating to Cer-
tain Exemptions (H. P. No. 730) (H.
Doec. No. 175).

(Tabled by Mr. Boody of Windham
pending acceptance of the report.)

Mr. Leland from same committee
reported same on Resolve proposing
an amendment to Section 8, Article
IX of the Constitution of the State
of Maine, providing that no tax on
incomes and on inheritances shall be
levied (H. P. No. 2%9) (H. Doc. No.
11).

(Tabled by Mr. Spear of Portland,
pending acceptance of the report.)

Mr. Morse from the committee on
Pensions reported ought to pass on
tesolve in favor of Emily F. Grotton
of Washington, for State Pension (H.
P. No. 622).

Report read and accepted and the
bill ordered printed under the joint
rules.

Mr. Stone from the committee on
Inland Fisheries and Game on bill An
Act to permit the hunting of rabbits
or wild hares during the month of
March, in addition to the open season
now provided by law (H. P. No. 376),
together with remonstrance (H. P.
No. 843), reported same in a new draft
(H. P. No. 1167) under title of An
Act to regulate the hunting of rabbits
or wild hares and that it ought to
pass.

Mr. Bump from same Committee
on bill An Act relating to the trap-
ping of tur-hbearing animals (H. .
No. 377), reported same in a new
draft (H. . No. 1168) under same
title and that it ought to pass.

Mr. Frost from same Committee on
hill An Act relating to the taking
of fish from Birch Harbor Pond in
Winter Harbor, Hancock County (H.
P’. No. 487), together with petition
(H. . No. 488) reported same in a
new drafit (H. P. No. 1170) under
same title and that it ought to pass.

Mr. Morse frem the Committee on
IPensions on Resolve in favor of
Mary Louise Rowe of KExeter for
State I’ension (H. I°. No. 628), re-
ported same in a new draft (H. I
No. 1169) under same title and that
it ought to pass.

Reports read and accepted and the
new drafts ordered printed under the
Joint Rules.

First Reading of Printed Bills and
Resolves

H. P. No. 198: An Act relating to
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fishing in Sunday River, in Oxford
County.

H. P. No. 400: An Act to incorpor-
ate Cornelia Warren Community As-
sociation.

II. 1°. No. 558: An Act relating to
the taking of clams in Steuben.

H. P. No. 629: An Act to extend
the charter granted to the Salisbury
Cove Water Company, for the taking
ol water from Lake Wood, and fur-
nishing water to the viilage of Salis-
bury Cove, tor two years.

H. . No. 800: An Act relating to
the taking of smelts from Cobscook
River, Cobscook Bay, Orange River,
Denny's River, and their tributaries.

H. I’. No. 1069: An Act relating to
the salary of the Clerk of Courts of
Knox County.

. P. No. 1076: An Act to ratity
and make legal the acts and doings
of the Katahdin Electric Company of
IPatten, Maine.

(Tabled by Mr. Wing of
pending
ingz).

H. I’. No. 1077: An Act relating to
conveyances not effectual against
others unless recorded.

H P. No. 1078: An Act relating to
police regulations at stations.

H. P. No. 1079: An Act prohibiting
the building of smelt traps in the
waters  of Harrington River in
Washington County.

H. P. No. 121: Resolve for
Teacher's Pension for Etta M. Pat-
ten.

H. P. No. 627: Resolve providing
for a State Pension for Granville
Baker of Hampden.

H. P. No. 1073: Resclve in favor
of Ann M. Hilts of Newburg, for
state Pension.

H. I’. No. 1074: Resolve in favor
ol Zebedee Cushman of Kennebunk
for an increase of Pension.

H. P. No. 1075: Resclve providing
for an increase of State Pension for
Helen B. Hobart of Farmington.

Out of Order

Additional papers from the Senate
disposed oi in concurrence.

From the Serate: Report of the
coinmittee on Salaries and Fees on
bill an act to change the salary of
the Superintendent of the State
School for Boys (S. P. 97) (S. D.
155) rcporting that the same ought
to pass.

Comes from the Senate, report
read and accepted, and the bill pass-
ed to be engrossed as amended by
Senate Amendment A.

In the House, report accepted in

Auburn
assignment for third read-

concurrence, and the bill received its
two sevural readings, Senate Amend-
ment A was adopted in concurrence,
and tomorrow assigned for the third
reading of the bill as amended.

From the Senate: Resolve appro-
priating money for the Maine Agri-
cultural Experiment Station for the
purchase of additional land at ligao-
moor Farm, H. P, 183, H. D. 199,
which was passed to be engrossed
in the House on February 25th,

Comes from the Senate, re-com-
mitted to the committee on Agricul-
ture in non-concurrence,

In the House, on motion by Mr.
Leland of Sangerville, that body vot-
ed to recede and concur with the
Senate in the re-commitment of this
resolve to the committee on Agricul-
ture.

Orders of the Day

The SPEAKER: The Chair pre-
sents an act relating to the giving
of checks where the maker has in-
sufficient funds, S. P. 93, S. D. 41,
tabled by Mr. Frost of Berwick,
March 11, pending third reading.

Mr. FROST of Berwick: Mr.
Speaker, I move that this bill be in-
definitely postponed.

Mr. DWINAL of Camden: Mr.
Speaker, as a member of the com-
mittee on L.egal Affairs that report-
ed this bill, I will explain the reason
ior the amendment. Under our pres-
ent statute it is an offense to issue
a check or draft with intent to de-
fraud, knowing that you had not suf-
f:cient tundsS o we ANk or Geposi-
tory to meet it when presented.

The second section provides that
the fact that the bank refuses to pay
that check shall constitute prima
facie evidence that you did issue the
chieck with intent to defraud, and
that you did know that you had not
suflicient funds there to meet it
when presented. This amendment
wou.d change that statute to this
extent, that the refusal of the bank
to pay the check because of insuffi-
cient funds should constitute such
prima facie evidence, and also an
additional change that the refusal of
the bank to pay the check because
of insuflicient funds shall constitute
such evidence vprovided that the
maker received something for the
check when he gave it.

The reason for the amendment
arose from abuses of this statute
which have been practiced somewhat
in the last two years within the
State. Advantage has been taken of



LEGISLATIVE RECORD—HOUSE, MARCH 12

the fact that any refusal of the bank
to pay the check should constitute
prima facie evidence to defraud. If
a man stops a check for any good
reason, the payee of that check had
frequently come back at him under
this criminal statute, and either
obliged him to go into the criminal
courts to defend himself or else pay
the check. This has generally re-

sulted in his paying the check in
order to avoid that criminal prose-

cution, which amounts practically to
extortion. That part of this new bill
is intended to prevent that abuse.

The other amendment was intend-
ed to meet another abuse that has
crept in during the past two years,

which is this: that frequently when
pressed for funds, and also when
urged and pursued by creditors,

debtors have been induced to give
check when they had not these funds
in order to avoid trouble with their
creditor at the time; and this has
been done when the creditor knew
that the drawer of the check had
not the funds, and with the intent
to pursue him under this statute
after getting possession of the
check; so that this amendment was
put in to prevent that abuse. Both
of these abuses have been found to
have crept into our practice within
the last two years, and it is to pre-
vent these two abuses, and not to
weaken the law, that this bill was
introduced.

The SPEAKIIR: The question is
on the motion of the gentleman from
Berwick, Mr. Frost, that this bill be
indefinitely postponed.

Mr. HOLMES of I.ewiston: Mr.
Speaker, 1 wish to support the mo-
tion of the gentleman from Berwick,
Mr. Frost. The theory that lies be-~
hind all criminal law is that a crim-
inal offense is an offense against the
State but not against an individual
—-not against the citizen—and it
seems to me that it would be a great
mistake for a Legislature to recog-
nize in the faintest degree a respon-
sibility of one who commits a crime
to the offended party except insofar
as the offended party has a civil ac-
tion for the c¢ivil wrong done to him.
The theory of our law—and it has
always been the theory-—is that
when one commits a crime, either
under the common law or a crime
created by statute, he offends the
majesty of the State, he offends the
public. He has done something con-
trary to the welfare of all the peo-
ple. Now it seems to me that in this
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bill as drafted the theory there is
plain that a man may commit a
crime against a person, to wit—

At this point a
was received from the Senate,
through its Secretary, proposing a
joint convention of both branches of
the Legislature forthwith in the hall
of the House for the purpose of lis-
tening to an address by Brigadier
General L.ord, the Director of the
Budget of the United States.

The House voted to concur in the
proposition for a joint convention of
the two branches of the Legislature,
and the Clerk of the House was
charged by the Speaker with the
duty of informing the Senate that
the ITouse so concurred.

Subsequently the Clerk reported
that he had performed the duty. as-
signed him.

Mr. HOLMES continuing: Mr.
Speaker, I will be very brief because
I know now that we have our atten-
tion upon the coming treat. I was
saying that it appears to me from
what light 1 have that there has
crept into this bill the false and dan-
gerous theory that a man may com-
mit a crime against an individual and
that the individual may forgive the
crime, and, if he forgives the crime,
then the crime disappears and there
is no crime against the majesty of
the State. I think that we should
guard against this. I think that the
purpose in mind by the proponents
of this bill was doubtless most sin-
cere and most commendable, but I
think that it is loosely and dangerously
drafted legislation and that a later
Legislature would be obliged tn repeal
it. We should never permit one who
has been offended and suffered a civil
wrong to eliminate the State from
its proper right of punishment by
making restitution within five days.
Either a crime is committed or it is
not committed in law.

On motion by Mr. Hamilton of
Caribou, this bill was re-tabled pend-
ing third reading and especially as-
signed for Wednesday next.

communication

At this point the Senate came in
and a joint convention was formed.

In Convention

The President of the Senate in the
Chair.

On motion by Senator Walker of
Knox it was,

Ordered, that a committee be ap-
pointed to wait upon Brigadier-Gen-
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eral Herbert M. Lord, Director of the

Judget of the United States, and in-
form him t*hat the two branches of
the Legislature are in convention as-
sembled in the hall of the House of
lepresentatives, and to extend to
him an invitation to attend the con-
vention and present such communi-
cation as he may be pleased to make.

Also ordered, that the same com-
mittee wait upon Honorable Ralph O.
Brewster, Governor, and extend to
him an invitation to attend the con-
vention.

Thereupon, the chairman of the
convention appointed as members of
that committee on the part of the
Senate, Senators Walker of Knox,
Morrison of Franklin, Smith of Som-
erset: on the part of the House, Rep-
resentative Piper of Jackman, Frost
of Belfast, Roberts of Bar Harbor,
Nichols of Portland, Thissell of Nor-
ridgewock, Martin of Augusta and
Leighton of Dennysville.

Subsequently Senator Walker for
the committee, reported that he had
delivered the message with which he
was charged and that General Lord
and his Excellency, Governor Brew-
ster, will attend forthwith.

The report was accepted.

General Lord, Governor Brewster
and suite then entered the hall of the
House of Representatives, amid ap-
rlause, the members of the conven-
tion rising.

The CHAIRMAN of the Conven-
tion (President Buzzell): Jembers of
this joint convention, ladies and gen-
tlemen of the State of Maine in at-
tendance: Maine has been honored
many times and in more ways than
one. Indeed we point with pride,
every one of us, to our great agricul-
tural advantages. We point with
much pride to our industrial achieve-
ments, and now we are saying quite
a little about our recreational oppor-
tunities; and while we say that our
agricultural crops are unsurpassed by
almost any section of this country,
there is one crop that I say we fail
to speak of as often as we should,
and that is the splendid crop of men
and women that the State of Maine
has produced. (Applause.) The State
of Maine has produced twenty-four
governors for other states of the
union:; and with us today we have
one of that great crop of men and
women, who has taught his name to
the United States of America, as the
successor, and the worthy successor,
of our great vice-president of these
United States of ours. He is the

&

Director of the Budget; and in other
words he is the gentleman who looks
after the housekeeping expenses of
our nation. It now gives me great
pleasure to introduce to you a Rock-
land boy, a product of Knox County
in this State, of whom we are indeed
justly proud; it gives me great pleas-
ure to introduce to you the Honorable
Herbert M. Lord of Rockland. (Pro-
longed applause, the members rising.)

Address by Brigadier General Her-
bert M. Lord, Director of the Bud-
get of the United States

Mr. President, members of the
Maine Legislature and guests: Tt is
a peculiar pleasure, as well as a
great honor, to be granted this audi-
ence by the Legislature of my native
State. For more than thirty years
my duties have called me to other
states and other countries, but affec-
tion for the State of my birth has
waxed rather than waned with the
passing of the years. and with each
recurring season I find a stronger
desire and a more compelling demand
to re-visit the scenes of my boyhood
and early manhood.

How surpassingly wonderful is this
love for one’s homeland that calls to
one over rivers and mountains, over
continents and oceans, and calls with
an insistance that will not be denied!
And no matter how rich or how poor,
no matter how proud or how humble
the wanderer from his native land
may be, he turns with affectionate
retrospection to that far-off spot that
he calls Home. He may have come
from a country that was not kind to
him, he may have come from a land
that brought him little in the way of
opportunity and creature comforts.
but back there is the home of his
bhoyhood, the scenes of his earliest
endeavors and earliest successes and
failures; back there. perhaps, are a
father and mother and sister and
brother. and the friends of his youth,
and no matter what its condition, it
is his native land. And if those
aliens from such inhospitable shores,
those wanderers from lands of trou-
bhle and deprivation, hold in continu-
ing affectionate remembrance the
place of their birth, what can meas-
ure the wealth of devotion which we
owe to this great country of ours
with its manifold Dblessings? And
what can measure the depth of devo-
tion and love which we owe to this,
our own dear State, with its sur-
passing beauty, with its creditable
past and promising future? Maine
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has had many eulogists but has never
needed an apologist. She no longer
stands alone in the proud isolation
of her prohibitory law. Maine blazed
the way for the Nation. I am proud
of Maine, in her springtime, when
the ducks fly north, when the mud
lies deep, when the tang of the preg-
nant earth is in the air and the trail-
ing arbutus hides its modest, frag-
rant beauty beneath the melting
snowbank. 1 am proud of Maine,
when her cool summer breezes tempt
the city dweller from the heated
pavements into the glorious outdoor
of the most wonderful State of the
most wonderful country the world
possesses. I am proud of Maine in
her autumn days, when the landscape
is glorious and gorgeous in nature’s
most vivid colors, painted in patterns
that would defy the genius of a
Raphael. 1 am proud of Maine, in
her winter, when rivulet, brook, river
and lake are bound in fetters of ice,
when her rugged coast trembles be-
neath the onslaught of the mighty
ocean and when hamlet and village
and town and city lie buried beneath
the pure mantle of the drifting
snow. Maine’s stern bleak winter
plays its important part in the
production of Maine’s sturdy de-
pendable, hardy citizenry, the pro-
duct of the State that today is the
most American of all the states of
the Union. May she live forever!
May she ever be prosperous! May
she ever continue law abiding and
God fearing! May she maintain
that high standard of Americanism

that has characterized her entire
history! God bless the Common-
wealth of Maine! (Prolonged ap-

plause.)

Now Mr. President and Your Ex-
cellency, that 1 have re-stated my
faith in, my devotion to, and my af-
fection for the State of my birth, [
will proceed with the discussion of
my subject. “The Nation's Business,”
which has to do not only with the

State of Maine, but with all the other -

great states of the Union, and which
has to do with the business admin-
istration of a New England Presi-
dent, product of the same conditions
of hardy living and rugged climate
that have contributed to the Maine
product of sturdy manhood and
womanhood. (Applause.)

With your permission, Mr. Presi-
dent, 1 will resolve this meeting of
the Maine Legislature into a meet-
ing of the shareholders and stock-
holders of the greatest buginess or-
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ganization in the world, that great
organization that does business under
the firm name of the United States
of America. You all have an inter-
est in some property, some industry,
some busincss, but there is no inter-
est of yours which is so important as
your interest and your share in this
great Republic.

I propose to discuss with you to-
day what has been accomplished un-
der the National Budget System, and
I expect to hold your interest, be-
cause what the President of the
United States is able to accomplish
in the way of retrenchment through
the Bureau of the Budget, will de-
termine in large measure what your
Federal taxes will be in the years
immediately facing us, will deter-
mine whether a Nation relieved from
a great burden of taxation will enter
upon a new and widening area of
happiness and prosperity or whether
a loyal and deserving people, facing
continuing extraordinary demands
upon their substance and the products
of their toil, demands that cripple
initiative and endanger prosperity—
shall be forced to toil and hope
against hope for a prosperity and re-
liet long deferred.

We went into the World War with
a gross debt of one and one-quarter
billions of dollars and we came out
of the World War on November 11,
1918, with a debt of mnineteen and
one-half billions of dollars, which,
on August 31st, 1919—in less than a
year-—had increased to twenty-six
and one-half billions. We came out
of the World War with a swollen

expense account and a habit of
thinking and spending in billions,
and unfortunately this extravagant

habit of thinking and spending was
not confined to the Federal govern-

ment but characterized the opera-
tions of states and counties and
raunicipalities and towns; yes, and

chuaracterized the operations of busi-
nesses and homes and individuals.

{t was necessary in the interest of
the welfare of this great country
thar there be an example of retrench-
ment, and T propose to show you
that the Federal Government has set
that example. We faced after the
war & season of unrest. Many ur-
gent problems clamored for solution
and one of the chief of these was the
rising cost of Government. On the
sne band we had acquired a greatly
expanded public service. On the
other, we faced the necessity for im-
mediate national economy. It was



37 LEGISLATIVE RECORD—HOUSE, MARCH 12

imperative that we curb at once the
rising cost of Government in its
peacetime activities. It was a task
that had to be taken in hand at once.
Fortunately, Congress at this junc-
ture gave the country a budget sys-
tem that recognized the President of
the United States as the head of this
great business and held him account-
able for its proper conduct. It gave
Iim an agency—the Bureau of the
Pudget—which he could utilize in
imposing control over estimates and

for prosecuting a campaign of re-
trenchment in expenditures. At the
head o~f the Bureau of the Budget

was a Director who should be the
President’s Business Executive, his
financial representative, his eyes ana
ears in matters that cover the ex-
rz2nditres of the Federal Govern-
ment. Prior to this time the affairs
of this ccuntry had been handled in
the most casual manner imaginable.
We took from you people, the tax
ravers, what we thought we wantea
and wes spent what we thought we
needed te spend. The idea of level-
ing the two, of striking a balance so
that our expenditures should no* run
away from our receipts, seems to
have never been given serious
thouvght.

Any other business in the world
wonld btave been in the bankruptey
courts years ago; but fortunately
we were singularly blessed with
riches, our resources the greatest in
the world, our tax rates among the

lowest; and if you point to in-
creases in taxes here and there
—and mostly in indirect taxes

taxes at that—still they attracted lit-
tle attention as long as we had such
an overflowing bounty with which to
replenish the treasury as fast as it
was depleted and as long as our tax
demands were as modest as they were
fifteen and ten and eight years ago.
And then the World War, and you
all know what happened to taxes. In
a span of years less than the number
of fingere on one hand our feather-
weight tax burden tremendously in-
creased and this great country for the
first time in two generations, at least,
faced the urgent need of doing some-
thing and doing it quickly toward
shrinking the cost of government. To-
day the entire financial program of the
country is based on the sane and sim-
ple resolution that we cannot spend
what we have not got and keep out of
debt. [In the intcrest of the tax-
payer we must confine our expendi-
tures to the smallest amount sufficient

to carry on the operation of this great
government of ours and in the interest
of econcmy we must not spend a cent
more than that amount, but must
spend wisely and well and in accord
with the scientific system of distribu-
tion that has been worked out.

Today the first policy of this gov-
ernment is the policy of a balanced
budget, of expenditures well within
its receipts, and the director of the
bureau of the budget stands today
with the president of the United
States in his determination to cut
down government expenditures, reduce
taxes and lower the public debt and at
the same time keep a balanced budget.

President Harding, almost with the
birth of the budget, expressed the hope
that during his administration annual
expenditures of the federal govern-
ment, exclusive of what was applied
to the reduction of the debt, might be
brought down within three billions of
dollars. President Harding affirmed
that objective to the director of the
bureau of the budget who, having
served for many years in the United
States army, regarded the orders of
his superior as admitting of no ques-
tion and as constituting an imperative
mandate that must be reflected in act-
ual performance.

As a result, the past three years
have been years of earnest striving on
the part of the Budget Director to
achieve what many considered to be
impossible; the bringing of our annual
federal expenditures, exclusive of debt
reduction, within three billions of dol-
lars. Sleeping and waking that objec-
tive has been continuously in his
thought. Mirrored in the sky, reflect-
ed in the raindrops. rising above the
noise of the thoroughfare, whispering
in moments of solitude, demanding at-
tention amid the cares of office, clam-
oring for hearing in the seclusion of
the home, encroaching upon the silent
watches of the night, it has been an
imperious and insistent demand; and
as the months have dragged their
weary lengths along, and as the end
of each recurring year drew near, he
could sympathize with the colored
woman at the grave of her husband
who had led a sinful and riotous life
and who, as the tears coursed down
her cheeks and moistened the freshly
turned esrth, sobbed, “T hopes you 1s
where I ’spects you aint.” (Laughter.)
And so, hoping against hope, we have
tooked forward thinking that possibly
with the end of each year we would
find ourselves where we expected we
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would not bhe—within the president's
three biilion dollar limitation. And
while we¢ have not yet attained our ob-
jective, Mr. President, we have made
real progress and we have approached
tantalizingly near our goal.

IFederal expenditure in 1921, which
was the last pre-budget year—will you
carry that definitely in your thought
—1921 was the last pre-budget year,
the last vear without budget control—
in 1921 we took your moneyv-—the tax-
payers’ money-—and we spent it to the
extent of $5,115,927,689.30, and that
was exclusive of what we applied to
the reduction of the debt. In 1922—
the first year of budget control—again
excluding reduction of the debt, we
took your money and we spent it to
the extent of $3,372,607,899.84.

Now while this was $1,743,000,000
less than we spent in the preceding
vear, we were still $372,000,000 wide
of our objective. In 1923 we tried
again, and that year we spent $3,-
294,627,529.16. Again, my hearers, a
notable reduction in expenditure be-
low the preceding year, but still
$294,000,000 short of our mark. But,
“hope ever springs eternal in the hu-
man breast,” and in 1924 we tried
again, and that was the last full
vear. That ended with June 30th
last, and that year we spent your
money to the extent of $3,048,677,-
965.34—an extraordinary reduction in
expenditure below the Dpreceding
year and within $48,000,700 of our ob-
jective,

Knowing in the last week in June
that we were getting pretty close to
the mark, and knowing that in three
years we had reduced Federal ex-
penditure two billions ~f dollars, and
in three years we had absolutely cut
the ordinary expenses of government
in two, with what I considered justi-
fiable pride I stated our accomplish-
ment to a certain member of Con-
egress and listened almost breathless-
1y for his expected enthusiastic com-
mendation; and he quietly said, “That
is very good.” Then I thought of the
story of the school boy to whom the
teacher gave this problem: “How
much are two times thirteen?” And
the boy said, “Twenty six.” The
teacher, said “Very good,” and the
boy replied, ‘“Hell, it's perfect.”
(Laughter and applause).

Your Excellency, no one outside of
the Federal Service can have any
adequate comprehension of the
amount of toil and trouble and tra-
vail and effort and hope and dis-
couragement and encouragement and

sacrifice that are involved in that
extraordinary cut of two billions of
dollars in Federal expenditure. It
merited something more than a per-
functory, ‘“Very good.” It is very
difficult for any of us to get any-
thing like an adequate idea of what
a billion dollars really means, and
herein lies the trouble. We speak to-
day as casually of billions as we
spoke of millions before the World
War. We talk in billions because we
think in billions.

In the endeavor to give you some-
thing of an idea of what this two bil-
lions of dollars cut in Federal spend-
ing means, let me translate it into
other terms. It equals half the gold
coin and half the gold bul-
lion in this country today. It
equals all the deposits made by all
the depositors of this country—by
twelve and a half million depositors
—in all the savings institutions of
this country for a period of twenty
months. It equals the value of all
motor trucks and automobiles and
motorceycles produced in this coun-
try in 1922. It exceeds the amount
paid in dividends by all the railroads
of this country for a period of five
years. It is more than twice the val-
ue of our cotton crop in 1922, and
nearly two and a half times the val-
ue of our wheat crop in 1922. It was
worth the saving.

Now what is the problem this year
—and we are still on the trail of that
three billion dollar limitation? Esti-
niated expenditures for the current
vasar carried in the budget recently
passed by Congress show that the
forty three departments and estab-
lishments of the Government have
stated that to carry on their opera-
tions this year it will be necessary
for them to spend §$3,062,277,407.
Now, that is $62,000,000 too much;
but lest we forget, bear this in mind,
that in that $3,062,277,407 is an im-
portant item of $120,000,000 required
for payments under the World War
Adjusted Compensation Act. With
that out of the picture >ur $3,000,000,-
000 would have been attained this
vear in a walk, As it is, we must
save some way, somehow, this year
$62,000,000 to carry out the Presi-
dent’s request.

Now to accomplish that we have
organized in Washington a “Two per
cent Campaign.” If all the Govern-
ment agencies will modify their oper-
ating programs this yvear by two per-
cent, we will eliminate that $62,000,-
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000 that stands between us and vic-
tory, and we are looking here, there
and everywhere to see what can be
done to prevail upon the people in

the Federal Service, in the inter-
est of this drive for retrench-
ment to get our expenditures

within three billion dollars. It means
sacrifice but there is no real economy
without sacrifice. I have a meeting
of the Federal Representatives who
are located in Augusta, this after-
noon at 2:30 o'clock, to consider with
them how they can help us in our
etfort for retrenchment. I have a
telegram here in which the Navy
Department states that in this cam-
paign they will guarantee to reduce
their expenditure by $6,600,000 with
the prospect of $2,000,000 further re-
duction. That is more than their
two per cent. I have another tele-
gram—the first that I received—
from the Postmaster of a little town
down in South Carolina, which says:
“Count me in your two per cent
campaign.” And from all our far
flung spending agencies the world
over we are getting returns that they
will help us out in this campaign
Now, how about our national debt?
This is your business. I am one of
the hired help coming here to give
you something ¢f an accounting of
my stewardship, and this is the
greatest business with which you are
connected, the business of the Unit-
ed States, and you know precious lit-
tle about it. The gross public debt
reached its peak on August 31, 1919,
and then it towered to the extraordi-
nary height of $26,594,267,878.45. On
June 30th, last, at the end of three
budget years, it stood at $21,250,812,
989.49—a reduction of $3,095,632,771.20
in the three budget years, and that,
too, in the face of tax reduction in
the acts of November 3rd, 1921, and
June 2nd, 1924, and in the face of
a fall in revenue. We have reduced
your public debt by more than three
billions c¢f dollars and that was ac-

complished by savings in expendi-
tures all along the line.
While pubiic expenditures, taxes

and indebtedness of other governing
agencies in this country have been
mounting higher and higher in the
most alarming way the Federal Gov-
ernment, by reducing its expendi-
tures, while reducing its taxes and
reducing its public debt, has set an
example that may be followed with
profit by the states and the counties
and the cities and towns of this
country: yes, and by business and
homes and individuals.

In 1921—the last pre-Budget year—
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the Federal expenditure constituted
sixty per cent of the cost of govern-
ment of this country, while forty per

cent was chargeable to the lesser
governing agencies. Today we have
ilore than reversed those positions,

and the Federal Government, by re-
ducing expenditures, by introducing
better methods of doing business, by
preaching and practicing economy,
today makes an assessment of only
thirty-three and a third per cent on
the public purse, while sixty-six and
two-thirds per cent is chargeable
against the states and the counties
and the towns and the cities of this
country.

Now I am not stating this with
any thought of bragging. Like the
rooster in the story, my only hope is
to be helpful. This rooster, wander-
ing from his home pen, discovered
an ostrich egg. He had visions of
gorgeous omelets, of splendid fries,
and unlimited scrambles, and v t:
infinite pains he rolled this gigantic
egg back to the home pen, and call-
ing his faithful flock together and
pointing to the big egg he said,
“This is not intended as any reflec-
tion upon you; it is merely to show
you what c¢an be done. (Laughter
and Applause.)

And in pointing to what the Fed-
eral Government has been able to
accomplish along lines of retrench-
ment, no reflection is intended upon
vour State Government, or any other
State Government, or any Municipal
or Town QGovernment. It is merely
{o show what a united, common ef-
fort in a patriotic purpose can ac-
complish under the leadership of a
courageous Chief Executive.

If the program as carried in the
1926 budget is carried out without
change, we will close this year with
a. balanced budget and a surplus of
$67,884,489.00. Whatever modifica-
tions we are able to make in our
spending program under this three
billion dollar campaign, will, of
course, serve to increase that surplus.
Whatever additional expenditures
are thrown on to the program by re-
cent legislation of Congress, such as
the Postal Service Bill and the in-
creased pay of members of Con-
gress, and such other extraordinary
additions or burdens upon the
Treasury, wil. serve to reduce that
amount.

President Coolidge stated to the
T'ederal Business Organization that
he expected this year,—or thut our
aim this year-—should be a surplus
of mnot less than $108,000.000.00 [
make no rash promises dur nder
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the drive we are having I am ‘op-
ing we will end the year -vith « ur-
plus of more than $108,000,000.00.
President Coolidge, in making that
statement, had in mind, as we iu
the Federal Service should always
have in mind, the relief of the tax-
payer. Back of this continual cut-
ting of Federal estimate, back of this
thr2e million dol:ar campaign, back
.0f the demand for s balanced Hud-
ge*, vack of the urgent, pressing de-
mand and appeal for drastic econ-
.oy, is the unalterable intention of
the FIresident of the United tlates
to cut taxes down—not in the inter-
est o1 business aloire, but in iuie in-
tereri of the rank and file of the
prople of the country.

As our President said in his inaugu-
ral, “It is not to save money, it is to
save people.” Back of all this the
one object of the Bureau of the
Budget, its one sole purpose, is re-
duction in taxation; and there is no
other reason for economy in the
Federal Service but reduction in tax-
ation. Demands for larger appro-
rriations for established projects,
pressure for greater allowances for
great works, appeals for funds ior
entry into new and enti'cing fields
of Federal exploitation, objection to
restriction of activities, protests
against limitations, elimination and
wiping out of operations and activi-
ties that offer a legitimate field for
Federal retrenchment, must all come
under the measuring stick of the
necessity as compared with the great
and admitted necessity of the tax-
rayer and those dependent upor
him.

It the pz2ople in the Federal Ser-
vice, whether they are stationed n
Maine or in California, whether they
be rmembers of the Cabinet or char-
women in the Departments, peovle
in the Federal Service who ave not
in hearty sy npathy with the Presi-
dent and his program, who are nor
willing to sacrifice their pride of
performance and their plans and
purposes to the general welfare, who
are not ready to march loyally with
the President along the high road of
economy, should enlist under an-
other flag.

If T have an especial appeal to
vou today, it is an appeal for nation-
al thinking. Once of the greatest
sources of waste and inefficiency in
the Federal Service was the cntire
tack of co-operition between bur-
eaus and departments, and the habit
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of thinking in terms of bureaus and
departments rather than in terms of{
the United States. We are preach-
ing night and day for the develop-
ment of a national conscience. Not
very long ago a very high official in
the Federal Service recommended to
the Director of the Bureau of the
Budget a certain re-organization of
certain department agencies. If it
had been applied as recommended,
while it would have aggrandized his
own bureau, it would have :eriously
crippled other Government activities
quite as important as his own. A
Scotchman was very sick in a hospi-
tal. nigh unio death, and he told ihe
surgeon in charge that he would like
to hear a bag pipe play some of
those sweet old Scotch airs, '“Tue
Bluebells of Scotland,” “Scots wha
hae wi' Wallace Bled,” and so
forth. The bag pipe was secured
and the Scotchman got his Scottish
airs and recovercd—and the rest of
the patients died. (Laughter.)

You see, the official to whom I
have referred was thinking locally
and not nationally. I have no doubt
from what T know of him that he
had no thought of injury to any
other part of the Government, but
he had lost sight of the general wel-
fare. So I come to you today, and

if T have a special appeal, it is
an appeal for national think-
ing. You should give first

place in your thoughts to the Fed-
eral Government, to the Nation as a
whole, and not confine your interest
and your concern to a restricted pro-
ject or a limited area. If the opera-
tion of the Budget Law is ever seri-
ously imperiled, it will be because
the appeal of the Budget for a sane,
impartial, consideration of national
interests will be lost in the glamour
of local interests for their own pre-
ferment and preference. When you
are asked to endorse this or that
project, which means an appropria-
tion from the federal treasury, or an
appropriation from your state treas-
ury, you should give it the same
careful consideration as you would
give it if it were to be financed out
of your own pocket; and any other
course is not fair and is not honor-
able.

There are today created and oper-
ated in this country hundreds of live
organizations devoting their time to
the project of getting funds out of
the federal treasury. There is only
one organization of which I know
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that is created and operated for the
purpose of protecting the federal
treasury, and that is the Bureau of
the Budget. Every measure that pro-
poses a federal appropriation com-
mands powerful support, and the Di-
rector of the Bureau of the Budget,
in his defense of the treasury, en-
counters always able, organized op-
position. At times he is almost over-
whelmed with letters and telegrams
and appeals from the people whose
pocketbooks he is trying to protect.
letters, personal appeals and tele-
grams demanding consideration for
policies and projects which he, with
his entire knowledge of the field,
knows should not be approved. What
are you doing as individuals to up-
hold the hands of the Budget Bureau
in its effort to reduce expenditures
so that we may further reduce taxes
and reduce the public debt? We
need your help all the time. We need
vour intelligent, your considerate
help, and that at all times. The Bu-
reau of the Budget is your agency,
operated and created for the purpose
of protecting your funds and reliev-
ing the demand upon your pocket-
books. If ever the Bureau of the
Budget is thrown into the discard,
if that time ever comes, through the
efforts of people opposed to federal
economy—and their name is Myriad
—then when it is too late for any-
body to come to the rescue, I hope
someone will be there to tell you the
story of a southern worker on th2
soil who pointed an accusing finger
at the sun, blazing in unrivaled
splendor overhead, and plaintively
asked, “Where was you last January
when | needed you so bad?”
Someone has said, your Excel-
lency, that the Director of the Bu-
reau of the Budget should have a
backbone of steel and the hide of a
rhinoceros., I have amended that
and will say “Yes, and he should also
have a heart of flint to resist the elo-
quent appeals of advocates for large
appropriations for important national
projects such as reforestation, rivers
and harbors, good roads, reclama-
tions, public buildings, research and
the like. The Director ¢f the Bu-
reau of the Budget yields, in point of
national pride and public spirit, to
no man in the federal service or out
of it. He has vision to see our ham-
lets and our villages and our towns
and cities bound together by broad
rivers of faultless highways over
which ponderously rumble the trucks
of commerce, and over which royally

roll the limousines of the rich and
the flivvers of the more moderately
circumstanced. He has vision to see
the denuded slopes of our hills and
mountains clothed again in the glori-
ous majesty of wonderful forests.
He has vision to see the public cen-
ters of our great communities
adorned with public buildings. He
has vision to see our rivers and our
rarbors bearing on their placid bos-
soms the commerce of this and other
countries, pointing to the last word in
river and harbor construction. He
has vision to see every last arid bit
of land converted into a smiling
ousis of productive fertility. He has
vision to see this wonderful country
of ours, by the expenditure of federal
dollars, transformed into an Utopia
of public convenience and beauty. He
has vision to see all this—and
then someone hands him a treasury
statement and he wakes up. All of
these important projects must be pro-
vided for, but only to the extent that
the condition of the treasury and the
plight of the taxpayer will warrant.

When the present Director of the
Budget cntered upon his job he made
this statement publicly that when the
Director of the Bureau of the Budget
became popular, he should be imme-
diately dismissed. Later developments
have amply proved the wisdom of that
conclusion. The present director of
the budget never was a candi-
date for the job. He was comman-
deered for it, and, so far as he is con-
cerned, anybody can have it any time
they want it and think they can oper-
ate it any better than he can. He is
independent and must be independent.
Tle knows no master in the fedcral
government but the President of the
United States. whose policies he hon-
estly and earnestly attempt to carry
out. (Applause.) But the burden at
times gets surpassingly heavy, and
when, with his back to the wall, he
fights vour fight and not his own, and
without any help from you, and when,
with the odds heavily against him, he
champions your cause and not his
own, and without any help from you,
he feels like sayving, with John Ad-
dington Symonds: “Happy the man
who has hodsman’s work in some plain
place in the world.” Then he hears
the call to service, he feels that he
may help the burdened taxpayer, he
feels back of him the strong, unwa-
vering support of the president of the
United States—and he carries omn.
(Prolonged applause, the audience ris-
ing.) *
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At this point, General Lord, the gOov-
ernor and suite retired.

The purpose for which the conven-
tion was assembled having been ac-
complished, the joint convention was
dissolved and the Senate retired to
the Senate chamber, amid the applause
of the House.

In the House

The Speaker in the chair.

The SPEAKER: The House is pro-
cecding under orders of the day.

On motion by Mr. Nichols of Port-
land, it was voted to take from the
table on act relating to fees for reg-
istration of automobile vehicles, S. I
80, 8. D. 36, tabled by that gentleman
vesterday, pending passage to be
enacted; and on further motion by the
same gentleman, the House voted to
reconsider its action whereby this bill
was passed to be engrossed; and the
same gentleman offered House Amend-
ment C, as follows, and moved its
adoption.

Amend said bill by striking out the
word “regularly.”

The amendment was adopied.

On motion by Mr. Littlefield of Ken-
nebunk, the bill was tabled pending
passage to be engrossed.

Mr. HAMILTON of Caribou: Mr.
Speaker, I move that we take from the
table Senate Document No. 41, bill, an
act relating to the giving of checks
where the maker has insufficient funds,
tabled by me this morning.

The SPEAKER: This was especial-
1y assigned for Wednesday next.

On motion by Mr. Hamilton of
Curibou the House voted to recon-
sider itn action whereby *his matter
was especially assigned for Wednes-
day next; and on further motion by
the same gentleman, it was voted to
take the bill from the table and the
gentleman from Caribou, Mr. Hamil-
ton, yielded the floor to the gentle-
man from Lewiston, Mr. Holmes.

Mr. Holmes: Mr. Speaker, I merely
want to offer House Amendment A
to Senate Document 41, and then [
will move that it be re-tabled and
assigned as the gentleman from
Caribou wishes—Wednesday morn-
ing next.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Lewiston, Mr. Holmes, offers
House Amendment A to Senate Doe-
ument No. 41. Does the gentleman
move its adoption?

Mr. HOLMES: No, Mr. Speaker, I
wish that it be printed and the Dbill
lie on the table and especially as-
signed for Wednesday next; and I

wish to state that my reason for this
is that since the matter came up I
have looked up the Statutes and the
laws of 1917 and 1923, and I have
found that the author of this meas-
ure in drafting the amendment to
the section had incorporated a part
of *the old statute and put in a new
part, and I was in error and did not
kucw until I looked up the Statute
that the part that I objected to at the
time was already in the old law. I
wisht to acknowledge my error and to
ofter that amendment, and I move
that the amendment be printed, and
the whole matter tabled and espe-
cially assigned for Wednesday next.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Lewiston, Mr. Holmes, offers
House Amendment A to Senate Doc-
ument No. 41, and moves that 500
copies of the same be printed.

The motion prevailed.

On further motion by Mr. Holmes
of Lewiston the bill and amendment
Wwere tabled and rspecially assigned
toer Wednesday next.

On motion by Mrr Holmes of Lew-
iston, it was votel to take from the
takle a bill from the Senate relat-
ing to Text Dooks to be approved
by the State Comimnissioner of T .-
cation, the pendirg question being
refererce to a committee in concur-
rence; and on “urther motion by the
same gentleman. the House voted to
concur with the Serate in the refer-
ence of this »ill to the committee on
Edueation.

Mr. CUMMINGS of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, I rise to a parliamentary
inquiry. In regard to the order for
the investigation of the Textile In-
dustry of the State. The House
adopted an amendment. Did :the
Senate reject that amendment?

The SPEAKER: The Chair under-.
stands that the amendment was
adopted by the Senate, and the or-
der as ameaded was then referred
to the two joint committees.

Mr. CUMMINGS: Could that be
done without an amendment by the
Senate, as the amendment which we
adopted specifically stated, and le-
came a part of the bill. as to where
it should go?

The SPEAKEL:
error. Neither the order nor the
amendment bears any record that
the amendment was adopted hy the
Senate. Thz Senale appareatly re-

The Chair is ir
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ferred the whole matter to the two
committees.

Mr. CUMMINGS: I weuld inquire
of the Chair if the Senate cun so
refer without amending the order
or the ameniment?

The SPEAKER: The Chair is not
familiar with what the Senate may
do eor may not do, but is of the opin-
ion that the Senate can so refer
if it desires. The objection is that
the subject matter of the order re-
quires certain action.

Mr. CUMMINGS: I think so. The
order itself states where it should go
and it seems to me it requires an
amendment, just as it requires an
amendment for us to change the ref-
erence of a bill. I speak of this, Mr.
Speaker, because I want to he sure
that we are proceeding properly in
this matter and that we may not find
later that there is a defect in our
procedure.

The SPEAKER: Is the gentleman
satisfied with the reference to these
two committees?

Mr. CUMMINGS: Mr. Speaker, the
question to me is not a matter of
reference; it is a question of parlia-
mentary procedure and whether we
are proceeding properly or not. 1
have no objection to the reference if
the steps have been taken in a legal
and parliamentary manner.

The SPEAKER: It appears to the
Chair that the House has taken the
rroper action to refer this matter to
those two committees. Has the gen-
tlkman any motion?

Mr. CUMMINGS: None.

On motion by Mr. Hamilton of
Caribou, the House voted to recon-
sider its action whereby it referred
this matter to the joint committees
on labor and legal affairs.

The SPEAKER: The
from Caribou has the
plause)

gentleman
floor. (Ap-

Mr. HAMILTON: I move that we
adhere to our former action.

Mr. HOLMES of Lewiston: Mr.
Speaker, I wish to offer a motion
which has precedence. I move that
we insist and ask for a committee of
conference.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Lewiston, Mr. Holmes, moves
that House insists upon its former
action and asks for a commitete of
conference.

The motion prevailed.

On motion by Mr. Littlefield of
Kennebunk it was voted to take from
the table Senate Document No. 36,
an act relating to fees for registra-
tion of vehicles tabled by that gentle-
man earlier in the session, pending
passage to be engrossed; and on fur-
ther motion by the same gentleman,
the bill was passed to be engrossed
as amended.

On motion by Mr. Smith of Bangor
it was voted to take from the table
H. P. 636, report of committee on sal~
aries and fees, ought not to pass, on
bill an act relating to salary of Judge
and Recorder of the Bangor Munici-
pal Court, tabled by that gentleman
March 11, pending acceptance of the
report; and on further motion by the
same gentleman, the report, ought
not to pass, was accepted.

The SPEAKER: As conferees on
the part of the House in the matter
of the order for the investigation of
Textile Industry, the Chair appoints
Representatives Holmes of Lewiston,
Cummings of Portland and Hamilton
of Caribou.

On motion by Mr. Deering of Den-
mark,

Adjourned until ten o’clock tomor-
row morning,



