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Legislative Record 

OF THE 

Eighty., First Legislature 
OF THE 

STATE OF MAINE 

KEN';EBEC JOURNAL COMPA~Y 
AU(;llSTA, MAINE 



LEGISLATIVE RECORD-SENATE, JANUARY 10. 43 

SENATE:: 

Wednesday, January 10, 1923. 
Senate called to order by the Presi­

dent. 
Prayer by Rev. L. Quimby of Gardi­

ner. 
Journal of previous session read and 

approved. 

The PRESIDENT: On account of 
the fact that he is the principal speak­
er at the annual meeting of the State 
Bar Association, which wiII be held in 
this chamber this afternoon. we are 
honored by the presence of the Hon­
orable Mr. Justice vViIIiam R. Riddell, 
Justice of the Supreme Court of the 
Province of Ontario. The Senate of 
Maine extends to him its most cordial 
welcome, and I am sure that it would 
be delighted to have a few moments 
out of his very busy day in order that 
he may speak to it on whatever subject 
he may choose, 

The Honorable Mr. Justice Riddell 
then addressed the Senate, as follows: 

Mr. President and Gentlemen, Sen­
ators of this Sovereign State of 
Maine, I feel it a very great honor, 
and were it not so great an honor, 
I should say a very great pleasure to 
be asked to speak to you this morn­
ing. 

I have had some difficulty in deter­
mining upon what subject I should 
speak to you, and still there ought 
not to be any difficulty for your peo­
ple and mine are all of the same na­
ture and mind, we have indeed dif­
ference in allegiance, a little differ­
ence in our customs, in our legisla­
tion and our law, but Americans and 
Canadians form parts of a great com­
munity having in view not only the 
administration of law. but also the 
government of the world upon prln­
cipleR of right and justice. 

I bring to you the greetings of my 
Country, my Canada, to the north and 
west of you, but I do not come to 
you as a stranger or an alien. No 
English speaking C'anadian when he 
enters the United States, or Ameri­
can when he enters the English 
speaking part of Canada, but feels at 
home-when he comes from one coun­
try to the other without undue inter­
ference. 

It always seemed to me that the 
peace and harmony of the world, the 
salvation of the world must neces­
sarily depend upon the amity, the 
harmony, the joint work of the two 
great English speaking peoples. We 
cannot speak of France now leading 

and saving ciVilization, she cannot do 
it; Italy cannot do it; Germany can 
never again, not at least in our gen­
eration or two generations after this, 
be allowed to lead in civilization, for 
her form of civilization is not what 
recommends itself to us or to the 
world at large. 

If civilization is to be saved it must 
be saved by the joint fellow feeling 
and harmony of the two great Eng­
lish speaking peoples, one the very 
greatest Republic of the world and 
the other the greatest Empire of the 
world-that world Empire, a great 
Commonwealth of which my country 
is one of the free, independent parts. 

H has always seemed to me, too, 
that the inhabitants of the State of 
.Maine should be particularly cogniz­
ant of the harmonious connection be­
tween the two countries; that our 
quarrels are family quarrels; and 
that in the main the two peoples 
have lived together for a hundred 
years or more in peace and harmony 
-for while there have been troubles 
and disputes, they have never been 
so acute that it was thought neces­
sary that a brother's hand should be 
imbrued in a brother's blood. Three 
of the various settlements between 
the two branches of the English 
speaking peoples, twenty-three in all, 
were concerned in the boundaries of 
the State of Maine. 

The very beginning of the English 
speaking method of determining in­
ternational disputes was back in 1784, 
when under the Jay treaty the north­
easterly boundary of the State was 
determined. 

Three lawyers were called upon un­
der that treaty to determine the 
n()rthea~tern boundary of Maine. 
Thomas Barclay. who wa~ a student 
of John Jay. a Nova Scotian and a 
members of the Nova S~otia Parlia­
ment. David Howell. a judge of the 
supreme conrt of Rhode Island. anti 
EgbPrt Rf'nson. judge of the State 
court of New York, who afterwards 
became the ,iudge of the fpderal ('ourt, 
was acceptpd by both partlps. Whpn 
a third arbitrator is selectpd by the 
other two upon the ground that he 
is cool, impartial and dispassionate. 
you may feel that the others have 
that ff'pling and know what the re­
~ult will be. 

In 1794 this bou ndary of the State 
of Maine was determlnf'd. and except 
for that unnf'ce~sary war-many do 
not agree with me. but the War of 
1812 was in my vit'w utterly unneces-
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sary and it could have been avoided 
by treaty-there has been no armed 
dispute between the English speaking 
people since. 

Another arbitration, under the 
Treaty of Ghent, 1814, was concern­
ing the islands of l'assamaquody bay. 
One of the arbitrators was Thomas 
Barclay, and the other John Holmes, 
afterwards one of the first senators 
of Maine, then a part of Massachu­
setts, and they determined that Grand 
Manan belonged to Britain, Frederick, 
Moose and Dudley islands to the Unit­
ed States. That award was made tn 
1817. 

Another question was the northern 
boundary of the mountains, where 
Maine sticks up her elbow into the 
ribs of Canada, by reason of which 
we were obliged to build a long rail­
road around that corner, and we 
would have liked to have that part 
of northern Maine that you have, but 
that is all settled, never to be dis­
turbed. That question was also left 
to the determination of lawyers. 
Thomas Barclay and Cornelius Van 
Ness were the arbitrators, but they 
could not agree. Then it was left to 
arbitration or the determination of 
King William of Netherlands, whose 
award satisfied neither party, and ul­
timately in 1842 by treaty the line 
was agreed upon, the well-known 
Ashburton Treaty. 

\Ve have a long international line, 
hundreds of miles, every single line 
of which was disputed, and every mile 
might have caused war, but these 
miles of boundaries were determined 
by lawyers and judges whose duty rt 
was to decide upon principles of right, 
and by the peaceful methods of diplo­
macy. 

It seems to me that the State of 
Maine at least ought not to be ig­
norant of the great benefits our coun­
tries and the world would receIve 
from peaceful methods of the Anglo 
Saxon-I do not like that word, but 
Eng-1Ish speaking diplomacy and 
methods. 

Your people and mine have deter­
mined that the world is not to be 
governed by force; that a treaty is 
not a scrap of paper; we have de­
termined that the world should be 
. ,,"overned by justice and right. 

What about the future? We have 
lived together in peace and harmony 
for years. and the continuance of that 
peace and harmony and Its extension 
to the world depend on our people 

and you.r people. Of course, there are 
people upon both sides of the line 
who tr,r to make trouble. The fool 
ye have always with you, and you 
have no monopoly of him. You have 
men on your :;ide of the boundary 
who were determined to make 
trouble; we have Canadians like 
them, but these people are negligible 
and the peoples as a whole desire to 
live together in peace and harmony. 
If peace and harmony is to continue, 
English speaking peoples must keep 
together. It was my idea, long be­
fore the war, that these two peoples, 
with ties stronger than anything 
written by pen of gold or steel, this 
great law of peace and harmony 
which proceeds from the throne of 
God and from the breast of God, that 
these people should work together 
and sta.nd together, that they shall 
march together, and If necessary 
even shall fight together for peace 
and justice and right, 

The hope of the world is the United 
States today. What the United States 
says shall be done will be done. The 
great burden of civilization is upon 
the American people, and I, who have 
no slight knowledge of your people, 
I, who understand your method, I, 
belif>.ving- in you. T have no fears. The 
United States must necessarily pro­
ceed in the way of peace and justice. 

I thank you. (Long and continued 
appla.use.) 

T bid you good morning. gentlemen, 
and hope to meet you again. 

Mr. ALLEN of York: Mr. Presldpnt, 
.r bave thp ple~sure to inform you that 
S"n3tor E~ton of Oxford If'! In the 
ch3mh"'" And I" re?dy to ,t"ke unnn 
hims"lf the oaths of offiep to qUQlify 
him to pnter upon the discharge of his 
duty. 

The PRESIDENT: The ('hair h('"rs 
th" annnuncPl'Ylpnt "nd will ask the 
Senator fr('m Y"rk. Mr. Allpn. if he 
will pscm't Senator EAton to thp (,,,un­
ci! ('hamhpr to takp thp ""th ... ,md re­
escort him to the chAmher where he 
can take his seAt In du" form. 

Suh""quentlv Senator Allen rpportpd 
that S"11ator E'lton had tRken his oath 
of office and WAS ready to take upon 
himself the duties of his office . 

Th" PRESIDENT; The Senate hears 
the report, and the Senator is wel­
comed to his seat in our midst. 

Pap"rs from the Hous" disposed of 
in conCllrrencp. 
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Orders of the Day 
(The Chair at this time read the Jist 

of joint standing committees, which 
appear in the House report.) 

The Chair announced the following 
Senate committee: 

BILLS IN SECOND READING-12 
Senators 

Spencer of York, 
Elliott of Knox, 
Adams of Hancock, 
Sargen t of Hancock, 
Kirschner of Androscoggin. 
Wilson of Aroostook, 
Bemis of Somerset, 
Powers of Aroostook, 
Speirs of Cumberland, 
Brewster of Cumberland, 
Emery of \"lashington, 
Hinckley of Cumberland. 

ENGROSSED BILLS-12 Senators 
Stevens of York, 
Morneau of Androscoggin, 
Morison of Penobscot, 
Phillips of Hancock, 
Croxford of Penobscot. 
Clarke of Lincoln. 
Carlton of Sagadahoc 
Ryder of Piscataquis, 
Putnam of Washington. 
Hussey of Aroostook, 
Cram of Cumberland, 
Buzzell of '''laldo. 

The following bills and resolves 
having been referred to this Legisla­
ture by the last preceding Legislature, 
were taken from the files and referred 
to the committees and sent down for 
concurrence: 

Appropriations and Financial Affairs 
Resolve in favor of the General Knox 

Chapter, Daughters of the American 
Revolution, a corporation organized 
and existing under the laws of the 
State of Maine and located at Thom­
aston in said State. 

Resolve for appropriating money for 
the erection of a memorial monument 
in honor of the Mayflower Pilgrims In 
Maine. 

Education 
An Act to Amend Sections one hun­

dred sixty-nine, one hundred seventy, 
one hundred seventy-one, one hun­
dred seventy-two, one hundred seventy­
three, one hundred seventy-four, one 
hundred seventy-five, one hundred 
seventy-six and onp hundred seventy­
seven of Chapter sixteen of the Public 
Laws of the State of Maine relating 
to teachers' pensions. 

Resolve proposing an amendment to 
the Constitution of the State of Maine 
relative to appropriations for private 
and f'ecretarian purposes. 

Legal Affairs 
An Act to confer certain additional 

powers upon the muniCipal officers of 
cities and towns concerning buildings, 
the intensity of use of lot areas, the 
classification of buildings, trades and 
industries with respect to location and 
regulation, the creation of residential, 
industrial, commercial and other dis­
tricts, and the exclusion from and reg­
ulation within such districts of classes 
of buildings, trades and industries. 

Library 
An Act to provide for the preserva­

tion of archceological objects and sites, 
and for the appointment of a commis­
sion of arch::eology. 

Military Affairs 
Resolve for the creation of a War 

Memorial Commission. 
Resolve to authorize and instruct the 

Governor and Council to erect a statue 
in memory of the sons of Maine who 
sf'l'ved in the World War. 

Public Utilities 
An Act to amend Chapter 187 of the 

Private and Special Laws of 1915, re­
lating to the incorporation of the 
Oquossoc Light and Power Company 
and to enlarge its powers. 

On motion by Mr .. Eaton of Oxford, 
Adjourned until 10 o'clock tomorrow 

morning. 


