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HOUSY

Thursday, March 22, 1323,
The House met according to ad-
journment and was called to order
by the Speaker.
Prayer by the Rev, Mr. Dunnack of
Augusta
read

Journat of sion

and approved.

previous se

I'rom the Senate.
The following communication:
STATE O MAINE
Office of the Governor
Augusta, March 20th.,, 1923.
and House
Slst

To the Honorable Senate
ot Representalives of the
Legislature:—

I herewith return to
my approval,

An  Act to create
teservoir Company
powers thereof.

My reasons for vetoing this meas-
ure have been given to you in detail
in a message that 1 delivered in per-
son  this forcnoon at a joint session
of the Senate and House,

Respectfully submitted,

{(Signed) PERCIVAL P, BAXTRER,

Governor of Maine.

Came from the Senate that body
passing the Bill notwithstanding the
objections of the Governor,

Mr. MAHER of Augusta: Mr.
Speaker, I move that this act go
along notwithstanding the objections
of the Governor, and 1 desire to ex-
press myself briefly upon the mat-
ter.

vou without

the Kennebec
and define the

The SPEAKKR: The gentleman may
procecd.

Mr. MAHER: “And I was afraid
and went and hid thy talent in the
carth. Lo, there thou hast that is
thine.”

Mr. Speaker and gentlemen:
cus=s the objections to this
now pending. one is not
the printed message
cause flowing from
certain objections
discussed, not necessarilty included in
the message itself, which we hear
from those about us and which, if
I understand them, take form as fol-
tows,

There has been no objection to the
bill it«elf, no defect pointed out in
the measure under consideration, ex-
<ept the inference that it is faulty in

To dis-
measure
confined to
before us, be-
that have been
which have been

this regard; that there is no time
limit in the act itself within which

the company formed thereunder must
begin operations.

Now, gentlemen, I wish to state at
the very outset in that regard—and
every member of the joint committees

who heard this measure will recall
that | am Jiteraliy giving the exact
facts—that the representative from

Trairfield, Mr. Weeks of the Judiciary
Committee, interrogated the represent-
ative of the proponents of this measure
as 1o whether or no he would have any

objection to incorporating into the
act that very provision. His answer,
given immediately, was, “not the

slightest.” It was then asked him
Ly Mr. Weeks, “Would vou be satisfied
or have any objection to  a two-vear
Limit?”  “Not the slightest,” was the
answer, “but we would want the two-
yvear limit within which the company
must begin operations, to date from
the time that the act went into effect,

nmaking altowance tfor the 9%0-day pe-
riod, subject to referendum, That,

then, was the position  of the propon-
ents; not the slightest objection, in
Tact, welcomed the suggestion.

The committee discussed that very
phase of it in executive session and
it was the unanimous opinion of the
committee that either this measure
was a meritorious and serious pro-
position to develop and to help utilize
the great natural resources of this
Kennebec¢, or else it was not; either
that it was a thing of substance and
of value or it was not: and that if it
was, it was simply carrying coals to
Newcastle to tack on to this thing of
great value, this thing of enormous
and inestimable worth, to say that
it would not be of any worth to them
unless they started operations within
two years. It was simply considered
that it was unnecessary, and there
was never an objection on the part
of the proponents, or dissention, or
any disagreement in that  particular.
The committee  deemed that it was
simply an unncpgessary addition to
the act itself. And furthermore, that
the non-use of the franchise granted
by this enabling act could be ab-
hitely met by any succeeding leg-
islature, if there were no disposition
to avail themselves of that which we
all believe is of substantial worth
and which some people say is of
cnormous value.

The only other objection to the
form of the bill that T have heard,
Hlowing from the objection as set
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forth by His Excellency, is that there
is no control of the rates of this
company in the I’ublic Utilities Com-
mission. Now. gentlemen, that is
catching on its face if it is sound. Is
it sound? This is not a profit-making
company nor a profit-making plan.
This is the co-operative development
by the power ugers on this river, and
it is not conceivable that those power
users on the river are going to nced
the protection of " any regulatory
commission, the Public Utilities Com-
mission, to regulate themselves, as a

corporation created under this act,
or overcharging themselves as cor-
porate users and  individual users

of the power. Thev do not need to be
protected from themselves., They arve
never going to make rates so exhor-
bitant as to cripple and destroy the
very ends ol the development.

Ah! Then comes in this objection.
Why, a public utility, one of the incor-

porators  here, from the company,
might make a contract with it-
self  in the shape of one of the in-
corporators of  this act. it might
make anr unfair contract with regard

to the price which it would pay for
power. It might be perfectly willing
to guote a price which would be un-
fair, and thatl price that it would pay
for power to that company, if it was
incorporated, would have to be passed
on to the consuming public
and that would be reflected
in the increased cost  of  eleetric
lights, or of the clectric power which
is sold in the various communities.
Now that objection, if it is sound, is
a very serious objection. et me
state that again. Tt has been serious-
1y urged. as an objection by one who
is a leading authority upon the prop-
osition of public development. that
this act is faulty in this regard; that
it does mnot provide for the Public
THilities Commission to have author-
ity to regulate the rates, and it is
said, why, a public uatility  company
down the river, onc of the incorpo-
rators here can make a  contract
with this great  Kenneboee o Reser-
voir Company for power to be furn-
ished it at a rate that will be un-
reasonably high and, inasmuch as
that corporation the public utility will
not have to payv it itself whatever the
price is.  That will be passed on to the
rpublic and thereby they will make in-
directly an  unfair profit out of the
public.

Now, gentlemen, that is serious if
sound, but it is unsound. and it is as
unsound as the most of the objections

which I have heard bruited to this
measure, and here is the reason—and
every lawyer in this body, and. 1
believe, almost every layman in this
body, will at once perceive the under-
lying rallacy, the sophistry of that
objection; a public utility, such, we
will say, as the Central Maine Power
Company, one of the Incorporators,
in common with every other public
utility, is under the direct rate mak-
ing and control of our Public Utili-
ties Commission and will continue so
to be, and that public utility cannot
make a contract, either for wages
for its president, or for its secretary,
or for any of 1ts officers, nor can it
make any contract which centers into
the Dbasic elements of rates, that is
not subject to the revision, control,
and direction of the Public Utilities
Connnission. Why, gentlemen, if that
objection were sound a publie utility
corporation, so minded, could make
unfair rates, could vote a salary of
$100.000 a yvear to its president and
a salary of $50,000 a ycar to its first
vice-president, and so on, and could
pass the cost of those outrageous sal-
aries to the consuming public; and
would not all of those contracts enter
into the basic guestion of rates; and
how long do vou think that the Pub-
lic Utilities Commission would per-
mit such a contract for wages such
a contract for salaries, to stand?
That contract would be vitiated,
would be non-approved. and the
rates would be ordered to be brought
to what would he fair with refer-
ence to a fair contract for the pow-
er that a public wutilities company
would bhe getting from this Reser-
voir Company. 8o, in the last analy-
sis, the objcction that this develop-
ment company, this Storage Reser-
voir Company, is not under the con-
trol of the Public TUtilties Commis-
sion, fails. It is not sound.

The Public Utilities Commission
has no right now to control the prof-
ijts of the Lockwood Company, it has
no right to control the profits of any
private corporation, but it does con-
trol absolutely the profits and the
contracts and the agreements when
it controls the rates of public utility
companies, and you need not worry
that any private corporation. like
the Lockwood Company. or the Shaw-
mut Company. or the Hollingsworth
and Whitney Company, ¥ou reed not
worry that any private corporation,
is ever going to bhe charged any un-
due rates for the contract for the
power furnished, because everyv cent
that they charge for power is passed
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finished prod-
out of labor.
from it.
the shape
are pay-
prod-
got

cost of the
it is taken

on to the
uect, or else
There is no getting away
and if it is passed on in
of excessive prices that they
ing for the cost of the finished
uct. pray tell me, where do they
off in the matter of competing with
any other industry that is not pay-
ing excessive rates That objection
vanishes into thin air, gentienien, if
you will bring to it just the plain
test  of  common, ordinary, horse-
serse.

Now what is the unoext ohjection
that we have heard? It has been seri-
ously suggested here that,  while the
State under this act possess the right,
after 50 vears, to take over this com-
pany for the actual cost of the de-
velopment,  that  that  provision is
meaningless and therefore that this
is  an irrevocable  franchise. Mr.
Speaker and gentlemmen of this as-
sembly, I never will stand up in pub-
lic, nor will I advocate in private,
the granting to any company of an
irrevocable franchise. [ do not think
it should be done, and if there 1s any
better way to limit it and to make
it revocable than to put into the
measure granting approval the speci-

fic limitation of fifty years and
couched in the very limitations and
words of the Federal act, I do not

know how you can do it
“But." comes the answer-—lcet us be

fair, gentlemen,—"the State cannot
take over this company at the end

of fifty vears without a Constitution-
al amendment. Now let us see! The
State could take over the physical
property, it could take over the devel-
oped storage reservoir, could it not,
without any constitutional amendment.

Now one of two things. ither it can
or it cannot. Now which will you
have it, that you cannol? Well then

gentlemen, they arc immediately
reduced to what scems to me to be
an absurd dilemma. Can this
Legislature, representing the State
of Maine, in one Dhreath give
something that is of enormous
value, that is created out of thin air

by some mysterious legerdemain, this
State, acting through you gentlemen,
creates something of enormous value
and gives it to this corporation, and
yvet it cannot take it back.

Now you cannot give what you have
not got, can you? Either the State has
power to create this company, with
the powers that are set forth. or it has
not. Now, if it has the power, then it
has it now undcer the Constitution,
without any amendment. Tt has it now.
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Gtherwise it could not give it. *Oh,”
someona will say, “*that is all right, but
the point is this: they could take over
the physical property up there, they
could take over the storage dam, but it
would not give them any power then,
exeept by n Constitutional amendment.
they would not have any right, the
State would not, as a political entity.

have a right to charge rates, to be in
the bhusiness.”  That is true, gentle-
moen.  The State would not have any

right., under our Constitution today, to
tax the power that comes down, and
results from, (his development. Nor
would it have any right to impose a
charge, but this Stuate has, gentlemen.
the solemn right of  contract. This
State, made up of the great aggregate
af  the individuals, possesses exactly
that right of contract, and all that
tlits company has after it is created is
the right to contro! with the power
lizers, and overy bit of return that this
company gets is by vittue of contract.
[ am sure that the State possesses,
without Constitutional amendment, the

right of contract, and do you believe
that there will ev come  a time,
vhether it be 25, or 50 years from

now, when the state of public feeling
and public opinion is such that it is
decrced that the State desires to take
cver this development and authorizes,
through its lLegislature, the Chief Iox-
ccutive to take the initiative in that
regard and to consummate the proceed-
ings necessary to take jt over and get
ready to pay whatever the assessed
value or the actual cost value is by
assessment, sdo vou believe that there
will ever he a lLegislature or a Chief
Iixecutive so devoid of the elementary
principles of business or the element-
ary instinets  of business as to  say,
“We will pay you the cost of this and
we are all ready now, and the State
treasurer will draw his check and the
State will then own this, and after we
have paid for and have got the proper-
ty. we will then discuss with  you
whether or not yvou gentlemen will re-
new vour contract and how much yon
will pay us?” ’

Do vou believe it? 1 do not. I am
inclined to think that a T.egislature
acting through a proper agency of
government of a Chief Executive who
was carrying out the mandates &f law,
would not o reverse things, would not
w0 get the cart before the horse, bu:
first, before there was a penny paid,
before there was a transfer of a thing
of value to the State or the payment
thercfor of a single cent, that he would
first ascertain by definite, binding, legal
contracts, just what the State was to



get from the power users of the fu-
ture. Do you not believe it? T do.
Now then, it has been said that the
issue right here today is “private or
public.” I do not think that is an ac-
curate statement of the issue of private
or public ownership and development,
I think the real issue. gentlemen, is
“development or delay.”  That is what
it is, and just for a few moments bear
with mie until T look at that. Kveryhbody,
every adult in this State who has given

one instant’s thought to this proposi-
tion. must have absolutely agreed upon
thix: That there is imminent need. that
there is a great. great demand, for de-

velopment of our natural resources.
Conscervation and development are two
words that sometimes get mixed up.
Clonservation! It is o loud-sounding
word, and it is a good word., [t is all
right, provided we take it in its strict
RIR IR i you nmean conservation
in order 1o utilize, T am with you.
1 vou mean conscervation in the seunse
that it would have been used by some
men during the late period who gotl a
little too much sugar or a little too
much flour in accordance with the fud-
cral regulations, 1 would say it was
hoarding.

Now what has the State of Maine
reen doing?  We have been conserving
for 103 vears, This pricetess heritage

that we have been discussing., hasg been

conserved in the Slate of Maine in all
of its  glory, in  all of its wvalue,
for 103 years And if this priceless
heritage sta) up there, as you are

asked to leave it, if it pogsesses all of
those clements of such value that you
are charged with giving away for noth-
ing to this crcature that vou are here
forming. why, I say, gentlemen, that if
it has possessed all of that value, what
are we gelting for it today? What is
the State of Maine realizing out of it?
“Vhat have we realized out of it for all
this long period of a century or more?
This thing of inestimable value has
been right up there, the two banks of
i1that river, that power site, and the State
of Maine, and I do not believe that the
State of Maine can build a mile of
roads or aid an institution, 1 do not
helieve that it is half as practical for
immediate purposes. as the $500,000 in
the contingent fund ihat we have heard
so much about. You cannot draw
up.n it; yvou cannot pay the door-
Keeper or the messenger to this House,
from the value of it.

In other words, until it is translated
from fiction into fact, why, it is a fic-
tion. [t is a question of development
or delay. We all believe that it should
be utilized. Now, what does the prop-
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osition, aside from the economic side
of it, of public development, mean? Be
vractical, gentlemen.  Aside from any
proposition of economies or the wisdom
of going into private business, you
cannot have development of that prop-
osition. or of any such proposition, in

lrgs than six vears. How can you? I
this Legislature unanimously passed
the Constitutional amendment which

His Excelleney urges.
malke it a law. It has got to go to a
solemn relferendum  of  the people.
And let us say that they unanimous-
Iy adopt it. Then the State  has
potentially  the ability to go into
private  business. Then  what  habp-
T30 it goes back to the next Legis-
lature which will be here two years
front now, and that Legislature would
frame some =ort of a  deal .to take
advantage of it and would provide for a

that dees  not

bond issue in order to gel the money.
Again, gentlemen, you have got to go

to a solemn refcrendum of the people
belfore vou can bond this State, and
that is reur vears more.  And then it is
re’  red back to the next Legislature
for definite action. And so, gentlemen,
tock ahead. In vears from now vou
see the next saceeeding Legislature to
th- one immediately following this,
dir ssing. aftor we have assumed the
passage of the Constitutional amend-
inent.—and how many gentiemen herae
bedicve that the Constitutional amend-
ment precided for and urged, will pass
ity segsion? Re fatr, gentlemen! How
many ¢f yvou believe that the Constitu-
tional amendment suggested will get
a two-thirds vole of both branches?

We are not  discussing academic
questions.  You are here as practical
wen,  What man opposed to this pend-
ing Hill, in his heart of hearts and on
his judgment as a man, believes that
th~ Constitutional amendment ncw be-
fore this T.egislature will pass? . And
(it does not pass then yvou have added
at least two vears more before we can
kave public development. Now, gentle-
men, 1 say, the issue is development
or delay, and that the—not that it was
cever intended—but that the ahsolute
and irresistable conelusion of an unan-
imous support of this veto measure,
would be the indefinite postponement
of developm~-nt on this river for a pe-
riod of six, and. probably, if the most
happy augurics in favor of public own-
ership prevail, T say a delay of at least
eight years before there would be a
shovelful of earth turned or a move
made.

Now, gentlemen, is there anything
that is inherently and viciously wrong
with private development? TIs this
some new thing? We are told that
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tais is he tuming point, the parting of
the wavs, j.et us  see. I think we
reached the turning point on that a
number of years ago. 1 think that in
1943 when the Ripogenus proposition
was endorsed,  was hearer a o turning

point than 1923, because it is from
small beginnings  that  great  results
entail  as oak  from  acorns  grow,
and in 1903 oxactly this sane
propozition---except that the interests
ol the State waere not =0 well safo-
guated was frowned  upon  in the
cas and in 1909 T think 1909-—theo

Aziscaos  proposition, exactly  the
same cxeept that the  State did ot
[ 1y lots, was developed, That
whis nearer the parting of the wavs

fhnan 1923,

et us goet nearer home,  In
arc near cenough o that it is within
the anemory ol all of  us. and  near
cnongh so that it was within the vote
Faany of us, and near enough <o that
itowas within the velto of some of us,
and in 142y tbere was passed a pPropo-
sitton parallel in itk extent, for the
developinent and  utilization  of  the
great Aroostook powers,  Tn 1921, 1909,
1904, there was not found to he any-
thing inherently vicious in private de-
velapment

Now, gentlemen, |
oment  nore. ttave
gireat clamor from
vicinity that the Ripogenus develop-
nwent  was not welcomed, .and that it
i not beoen giving very great satistac-
tion”  Does anybody believe that the
Aziscoos  on the Androscoggin de-
voelupnent has not materially added to
the great industrial development of
that thriving valley? Have vou heard

1921 we

will take but a
vou heard any
this State in yvour

any great eriticisms?  Has there been
any uprising in the Androscoggin val-
ley?  Has there been any great vepu-

diation, any stamp of disapprova’ upon
the men who gave away the sacred
hevitage?  Now, then, T think vou find
nothing in precedent, nothing in per-

formance, that indicates that private
development is wrong,
But it you want better authority

than that, I a=k you not to go back to
the dim lights, et us not go back to
the beginning in Ripogenus, or the fur-
ther one on the Androscoggin, or the
fater one in 1921, T.et us come right

down to this Legislature, and let us
cxamine what we have before us.  FHis
Tixcellency, in his veto message upon

thiis pending bill whi:ch we seek for the
devrJopment of the Kennebec, urges
the passage of a Constitutional amend-
ment, and I am not aside from the
tiuestion and T am not discussing any-
thing else than the question, when 1
refer to the Constitutional amendment,

hecause it is made a part of this veto
NERSASL,

Read it. It is Senate Document
107, and 1 am at this instant simply
addressing myself to this  proposition,
that there is nothing inherently
wiong, that there is nothing  vicious,
that there is nothing that the State
of Maine can find fault with in the
private development. 1 have cited you
the precedence and 1 now state  you
the prophecy, and I refer you to the
Constitutional amendment which the
Chief IIxccutive urges us to pass, “the
couscrvation, storege and control by the
State or by a duly authorized public
or districts thereotf or other
public or private, of the wa-
State are paramount
and for the bhenefit of the
people ol the State.” The Chief lsx-
ecutive urges the passage of that
Constitutional amendment which says
thal the developrrent  and utilization
of the waters of this State are para-
mount public purposes whether done
by the State or by private agencies.

Now why blow hot and blow cold re-
carding  the words private agencies
in there it there is anything inher-
ently wrong in  private development.
Let us take some further evidence Lo
the point. Let us take His Excellency’s
inaugural address. You have it before
vou. His  Excellency’s inaugural ad-
dress. delivered before you here on the
floor of this hall upon the fourth day
of January, 1923. What did he say?
“Shalt charters be granted to priv-
ate companies to develop water stor-
“The end

agency.
ters within the

public uses

age’—and T guote exactly—
to be sought is full utilization of
Maine’s water resources, for cvery

water horse power developed, wheth-
er used for public or private pur-
poses means that our people and in-
dustries thereby hecome less depend-
ent upon the coal supply. We all
want development and if the State
does not undertake it. private inter-
ests should be allowed to do so, with
the State’s interests fully safeguard-

ed.”

You are asked here. gentlemen,
right in line with that inaugural, to
permit private development on this
river, with the State's interest so

safeguarded that there has not been
a single ohjection to that measure
except that which I referred to at the
outset.

T said the issue was development
or delay. Take the inaugural T have
just referred to and delivered upon
the day that I referred to, and note
another clause: “If our present fi-
nancial condition warranted our do-
ing so. I should advocate both a
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water storage constitutional amend-
ment and an act supplementing it
and conditioned upon its adoption by
the people. Knowing what I do
about the State’s finances, I do not
believe that we at present should
ask for an appropriation or for a
bond issue for water storage.” 1 said
the issue was development or delay.

The Chief Executive says that
knowing the conditions he would not
ask. I ask any opponent of this
pending measure what he sees on the
horizon to indicate that there is go-
ing to be any increase of the State’s
revenue or any inmprovement of the
State’s finances in the next two years,
that would warrant the same Chief
Excutive going before the next Leg-

islature and saying, ‘'“fhe glowing
condition of our State's finances
make it now advisable, and I think

the people are ready and willing to
stand an additional bond issue, and
I recommend it.” Development or
delay! 'The same conditions, gentle-
men, that obtain today will obtain
two years from now and I doubt not
will obtain four years from now, and
no man can dispute that.

The people of the State of Maine
are groaning under the proposition
of taxes, not the fault of anybody,
but the result of the conditions of
the time, and of general economic
conditions, and I do not believe that
the State’s finances, immediate or pro-
spective, give any hope or promise
that those words will not be exactly
ag sound two, four, or six years from
today as they were upon January 4th,
1923.

Now gentlemen, it has been said
that the State gets nothing out of
this, that it gives away valuable lots
and gets nothing in return. I ad-
dressed myself to that once before
and I will not weary you on another
occasion. This bill provides that this
company will not get one lot of land
or one thing of value until an im-
partial tribunal has assessed the dam-
ages and the value at its exact equiva-
lent in money, and until this com-
pany pays therefor dollar for dollar
and cent for cent. The State does
not get anything? Why, gentlemen,
the development of that storage res-
ervoir up there immediately adds to the
value of the State of Maine a great
taxable property, and they have not
asked as some companies have definite-
ly asked, for the exemption of a single
bit of property, personal or real, from
taxation, The development of this
storage reservoir will add taxable
property all down this river, and is

»

LEGISLATIVE RECORD—HOUSE, MARCH 22.

the State getting nothing out of
that?
Then one thing more. Under the

answer of the judges given two years
ago, it is possible for this Legisla-
ture, under the Constitution, without
an amendment, as it exists today, or
for any Legislature that wants to,
to impose a franchise tax on all of
these companies, and I suggest that
instead of waiting until there comes
a time fhat the State possibly will want
to go into the business of develop-
ment of power, that this Legislature
or those interested in returns for the
State, direct their attention to a fair
franchise tax and then you are pro-
viding something that the State can
get. The State of Maine can never
get anything after it goes into the
business. It cannot get any profit.
Every cent,—assuming that the State
was ready temorrow to do work
there, the State could not get any
money benefit except through charg-
ing the users. Now is it going to
charge them so as to make a profit
and make it easy for some of the
other departments of State to realize
in taxXes a profit that will help
them to defray their expense? Why,
the moment they increase the prices
upon that power that is coming down
that river, they destroy the very end
that they are sceking, namely, the en-
couragement of industry. There is no
possible objection to this measure
that has not been voiced. 1 think
you will agree with me that every
objection that could be made to this
measure has been made. This bill
has been pending before the Legis-
lature for weeks. and from the be-
ginning to the end of the measure
there has not been found one single
fault with the bill except that the
State has not the right to take over
the power at the end of fifty years,
and T think I have answered that.
And the only objection is the bhasic
one that the public wants to go into
the development and that the public
wants to go into business.

Nothing is wrong about private
sources developing this power be-
cause the Constitutional amendment
provides it and the Governor's in-
augural does. In behalf of the indus-
tries along this river we do not feel that
there is any reason why the precedent
set in the east at Ripogenus, followed
upon the Androscoggin Valley, and only
two years ago given to Aroostook,
and in this Legislature with refer-
ence to the non-profit, making com-
panies for the potato growers, we do
not see why that same principle
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should not apply to this great central
part of Maine. The central part of

this State is eager and anxious for
the benefits that the Androscoggin

has had and that the Ripogcnous has
had. and that Aroostook has had. and
we do not believe that vou are giving
away Maine’s last great inheritance,
because that inhervitance as it is now
is a fiction and we ask you to
translate that fiction into a fact.

Mr. DARTLETT of Waterville: Mr.
Speaker, T will not take time to go
into the merits of this bill, but I will
say that when I read it 1 read it very
carefully and raised objections to one
or two of its provisions. In the new
draft which came out, those are taken
care of and T could not sce why the
State in every way was not protected
under its provisions.

1 come from a city on the Kenne-
bec river., 1* know its industries and
{ know that th8se industries, and the
city itself, are dependent upon the
development  of  this  water power.
When you Took along the Xenne-
hec Valley, look at your citiecs: what
keeps them? I am informed that if
this bill goes through and the power
is cqualized that in my own c¢ity it
would mean a development of at teast
another million dollars in manufac-
turing and building. And does not
the State get a revenue from that?
Idve thing under this bill is taxable.
The State gets its revenue. Are we
woing to leave it, the river., the de-
velopment of the c¢ity, and cvery-
thing, for a time, to see whether the

Stats as an institution itself is go-
ing to enter into the development

thereof?

I"rom  going over the conditions,
from what has happened within the
last two years, T, personally, cannot

see that the State is going to under-
take it, and as the previous speaker
haos said, it is cither this bill or stay
where vou are and not go ahead.

Mre, CUMMINGS of Portland:  Mr.

Speaker  and gentlemen: Unfor-
tunately 1 have been in very poor
physical condition to participate in
this debate, and even if T were in

the best of health 1 do not anticipate

that 1 could prevent the passage of
this bill over the veto of the Gover-
nor. Nevertheless T should be false

to my sense of duty if T did not stand
here and in such manner as T am able,
voice my opposition.

The gentleman from Augusta (Mr.
Mahe) has proven himscelf a most ex
cellent advocate of the parties inter-

ested in this bill. but there is another
sid~ to this question and this matter
is not as complex as ycu would be led
to believe by the manner in which he
has set forth what he considers to be
the questions at issue. It is true, and
we all realize it, that there are two
conilicting opinions 1n the State with
regard to water rights and water de-
velopment. On the one hand we have
thosc who believe that these purchase
powers and these rights should be re-
tained by the pecople and developed by
them,  The reason why they fecl that
vay is because where any public utili-
vv has been developed by private inter-
sts the conditions surrounding their
dovelopment liave been such that they
have become hurdensome in  their
Larges unon the people of the State of
Maine., By various methods of stock
issucs and methods which theyv have
adopted to increase their charges
through overcapitalization those things
become a great burden. The people
~f this country today have no doubt of
the wisdom of having acquired the
coal power years ago.

Now thz next great power in this
State and in this nation and in this

world is the hydraulic power that is to
he developed from water. The time
will come when the coal fields are ex-
hausted but the power developed in
this other way will continue as long
as water runs down hill. and these
two schools of 1theught  are  divided
upon that issuc; whether or not this
also <hall pass into the hands of pri-
vate interests or whether it shall be
retained for publie benefit,

However, we are not directly dis-
cussing that quastion today. It is in-
volved 'in this without question, but the
question today in relation to this par-
ticular bill is whether it is wise for
the State to grant tr's right which is

asked for. T could not help feeling
amused, although I am not feeling
mnch like laughing, but I could not

help feeling amused when the gentle-
man from Augusta (Mr. Maher) said
th~t this was not a profit-making con-
cern. I supnose, then, gentlemen, that
it must be a charitable institution. I
had an idea that it was for profit. I
had an idea that they were doing this
for profit., and 1 feel very sure that
that is the case, and that he is mis-
taken. When figures show that the
vearly value of this development
which they propose to make is $480,-
00.00, it seems to me that there is an
element of profit-making involved in
t i question.

Now aside from the policy of public
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development., let us consider the wis-
dom of this from the standpoint of
private development. If these people
had com: to this State and had said,
“You own that great right out there on
that river; you have the key to the
situation at the head of Long Falls;
trat 1s whore a dam has got to he con-
structed to develop this; we desire to
develop this great storage power for
the benefit of ourselves and for the
ber “t of the State; and we are willing
to pay the State an annual rental which
is fair and just tor this privilege;”" it
they had come there with that propo-
sition it would have been quite differ-
e¢nt. But no, they come here with a
proposition to take this great right as
a gift, for that is what this bill means,
The only remuneration which the State
would receive is merely what they get
out of the land damage per acre for
this, and it amounts to nothing. It is
not worth considering at all. DBut it
will cost them $1,200,000 to develop
this proposition. - That includes, by
their own estimate, the entive cost of
the dam and of all the damages inci-
dent to the development of this propo-
sition.

vou can allow them  $60,000
yearly ir’ ‘est on the cost of this de-
velopmant and svou have got $240,000
left. Suppose they had come to the
State and had said, “We will lease this
from you for 50 yvears and we will pay
you an annual revenue of $200,000 per
vear. That will give us $200.000 per
yvear and that will give us in the 50
yvears which is covered by this bill,
$10.000,600 net and it will give the
State $10,000,000 net in that 50 years.”
That would have been a fair proposi-
tion. Why, gentlemen, you know that
the old saying is that half is fair even
among hogs, and that would have given
them all the profit they are entitled to.

Now,

I want to zsk the members of this
House, before they permit this bill to
become a Jaw, to think of what the
state could do if this were put up as a
fair proposition, if the State were to
have $200,600 a year rental for this,
representing to the  parties  that
develop this thing a very great in-
come, very great indeed, notwith-
standing the fact that the gentleman
says that this is not a profit-making
congern. T want to ask them to con-
sider if it would not be worth while
to have that income to reduce the
taxation of the State. 1 want to ask
the farmers here who use the third-
class roads, if they do not think that
$200,000 a year derived from that
source and appropriated to the prob-

lems of the third-class roads of
Maine, would be worth while. Ten
niillions of dollars in fifty ycars: It
is hard for me to believe that the
members ot this House will vote to
absolutely give away a thing of so
great value, and it is absolutely un-
fair for those people to come here
with any such proposition as this.
Kiil this bill, gentlemen. Then in
two years if they come here with a
fair ptoposition, something that has

some merit of cquality in it, somec-
thing that will give the people of
this State a fair and equal part,

something that will give them some
clement of justice in the taking over
and development of this great privi-
lege, then we will consider it.

Mr., BARWISE of DIBangor: Mr.
Speaker and gentlemen of the House:
I have listened with very close at-
tention to the gentleman, from Port-
land (Mr. Cummings) @nd T have ad-
mired the beauty of his fanciful
painting of all of those wondertful
values that he has built up, but let
us now get down from these rose-
tinted clouds to the face of the carth
and look at this thing in its real
light.

We cannot get into the business as
a State until we have had a Consti-
tutional amendment adopted, and I
believe that 1 know something about
the temper of the people of the State
of Maine with regard to passing Con-
stitutional amcendments to go into
business, into a Socialistic scheme. |
do not believe that the State of
Maine will go into any sort of busi-
ness as a political entity., We on the
PPenobscot know something of this
sort of proposition. The people of
the Andro-coggin region know some-
thing ot this proposition. Has any-
bhody who is opposed to this mcasure

pointed out in any way where the
State was injured cither by the
Aziscoos development or the lipo-
genus  development? Has anybody
put their fingcr on one single spot

where the State as a whole was in-
jured by these developments?

On the other hand, have they not
immensely increased our manufac-
turing  possihilities. has not our
manufacturing output increased by
the development from twenty to
thirty per cent on account of this
standardized flow of water? This
measure is not a profit-making
measure in the usual sense that these
people are going to develop the
power and sell it to the citizens of the
State of DMaine. This is a profit-

2,
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making measure, if you want to term
it in that way, for the pecople of the
Kennebec Valley, for all of the man-
ufacturing interests in the Kennebec
Valley. it is a method of aiding
nature to control the water during
the springtime and hold it over until

the drouth. Tnat is all there is to
it.  Everybody up and down the
Kennebee river, whether they are

these varied interests that have al-
ready put their money in and helped
the State of Maine in their business
development, or not, will benetit. |
am not one of thosce who are afraid
of big business devcelopment. 1| wish
we had a little more of it in the State
of Maine. Not only these big firms,
but everybody up and down the Ken-
nebee river, all along this river pro-

perty, who owns a foot of land, up
and down the river, will participate
in the rights of this development.

Whether they come into this com-
pany or not, makes not the slightest
differcence,

Al of us attorneys know, and |
think you [aymen know, that any
man who owns land on the bank of
the Kennebee river, bas an in-
alienable right to take full advantage
ol that water power, to the use of
that water in any power he may
develop, Now, the value at the pres-
ent time to the State of AMaine of
this water privilege is absolutely nil.
The real value to the State of daine

isx ab=olutely nothing, and as to the
prospoctive value, after the State

woes 1nto this business after a Con-
stitutional amendmoent COMes up,
which is extremely doubtful, after we
do wet into business, which is the
theory of the gentleman from Port-
tand (Mr., Cummings) nobody has
pointed out how we can make any
money.

The very able and closely reasoned

arcgumoent  of the Chict Txecutive,
which 1 enjoved very much, was a

fine picce of work, but it rested upon
a fundamental fallacy. The fallacy

was that this proposition was now
worth millions or doHars. The fact is
that it is not worth a cent until
developed, not worth one cent until
developed. Now if the State should

develop it, in this long-drawn out and
distant plan, what more can the State
do with it than this private company
ix going to do. What more can Na-
ture do, through a dam erected by the
State than she can do through a dam
erccted by this Company? Will not
the State of Maine get the same ad-

vantages no matter who builds the
dam?

It scems to me that this is an ut-
terly  fanciful picture that the op-
ponents of this bill are putting up.
The practical situation, as it has
actually worked out on the Ripo-

genus and the Androscoggin, is that
it is a great aid to the public develop-
ment of the State of Maine and I hope
ithis measure will pass notwithstand-
ing the objections of the Governor.

AMr. HOBBS of Hope: Mr. Speaker:
1 would like to know if there are any
members here who are not lawyers
who can talk in tavor ot this meas-

ure.  All we have heard so far has
been from lawyers and 1 should like

to heatr from somebody other than

a lawyer on this matter,

Mr. WING of Auburn: Mr. Speaker:
I rescut the implivations cast upon
the great profession of whieh 1 am
a membes 1 am a lawycr and I am
proud of it. L am the son of a law-
ver and 1 am proud of it. 1 bhave
been in the courts cver since | was
a lad and L canot sit here and hear a
man cast aspersions on the profession
of wihich 1 am o member.

Now, Mr. Speaker and gentlenien,
I propuse to say a few words on this
question  relating  to Androscoggin

Valley. [t is well to consider facts
betore you cousider fancies, [ think
it is a fair proposition to consider
the  question over a period of ten
yveal's, and the reports of the census
will show that agriculture in the
State of Maine has declined, its pop-
ulation bas decreascd. its tax rate
has nwre than doubled, and its tax-
able weatth has not increased in pro-
portion with its tax rate. 1 think
that is a sound preposition. that is

susceptible of proof. The farmers of
Aroostoolk are here at this Legisla-
ture saying that they are practically
banlkrupt The greatest industry in
this State upon which the prosperity
of everyone of us rests, faces bank-
ruptcy. Tts shares sell for less than
torty cents on the dollar. 'They are
owned by the people of Maine. They
are in every savings bank in Maine.
Kvery  depositor in cvery savings
hank bas an interest in them.

Now then, the only bright spots in
the State of Maine are the two com-
munities——and I wish to give credit
to the city of Lewiston—are the com-
munitics of lewiston and Auburn,
and upon what does their prosperity
depend? It depends upon a great
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storage dam, built at the headwaters
of that river, and we arve happy and
prosperous, and at work, earning
wages, doing our bhest and willing to
do more, and that is what the stor-
age dam at the headquarters of the
Androscoggin has done for the cities

of lLewiston and Auburn. You can
o up and down its valley and the
people are prosperous and that is

about the only prosperous place in
the State of Maine, as near as 1 can
find out.

Now, then, [ am perfectly willing
that the Kennebece Valley shall be
developed; that the cities of Augusta
and  Waterville and the town of
Skowhegan shall have more power,
and I say, gentlemen, that you might
as well come down to facts. We are
in a position here now where we are
eituer poing to advance with our
natural resources or we are going to
let them flow idly, gently, down to
the sea through the mists, and back
again to the woods, and down to the
sea again. Wealth is only produced
by the labor of men and I sincerely
hope that this measure will receive
practical, common sense treatment.

Mr. GAGNIE  of  Lewiston: Mr.
Speaker and gentlemen of the House,
I am pot a lawyer but I am a great
friend to the lawyers when those
lawyers arce working for the boenelit
of the people of this State., We need
something like my friend from Au-

burn, Mr. Wing, sald, in Androscog-
gin  Valley. The gentleman from
Portland (Mr. Cummings) said that

the State of Maine
farmers., Well, the farmers in
roscoggin Valley are getting
living from the people of the cities
and when the people, of the cities
have to pay their bills they have got
to get the money from the mills and
factories, and if those factories have
to shut down half of the year, those
people are cut down in their carn-
ings and are unable to pay their bills
and by their not paying their bills
the farmer would not be able to sell
their crops. 1 would like to see the
people of Kennebec get what the
people of Androscoggin have got, and
all over the State the same.

Mr. PIPER of Jackman: Mr. Speak-
cr, Mrs. Pinkham and Gentlemen of the
House: 1 want to say 1 am not a law-
yer, T am a lumber-jack. (Applause.)
T wish to say a few words in favor of
Senate Bill No. 146, also known as the
Kennebec Reservoir Company, as I
feel that it is my duty, knowing the
matter under consideration to be ot

depends on the
And-
their

great importance to the constituency
which I represent, and to the industries
ol the Kenncbec river,

Similar reservoirs have been  con-
structed on the other great rivers of
the State, proving to be a greater suc-
cess even than those who constructed
them considered they would. There are
reservoir dams on the Penobscot and
Androscoggin rivers, and those who
know say that thcy have been of great
value to the various industrics on the
same.

“The men named as incorporators in
this bill are men of the highest stand-

ing in thisx State, mien whose ability
and standing cannot  be questioned.

Can anyone in this House say that
these men  and the companies repre-
sented by them, have not kept faith

with the State and with the people in
the history of Maine's industrial ac-
tivities? These companies represent atl
the water power development on the
Kennebee river so far as I know.

Section two gives the company  the
power lo issue stock, not {o exceed $2,-
000,000, Section three gives the com-
pany power to build dams and construct
booms, side dams and other necessary
things lor the economical driving of
logs.

well for
ltime the

T think it will be
me  to explain at  this
matter ot log  driving. D’erhaps
there are  a  few in the House
who have driven logs, and know about
tog driving; but there are many who
do not. I have driven logs in various
streams and rivers for several years,
and perhaps my experience will be of
some benefit to members of this Housc
who have never driven logs. 1 want to
say at the start that log driving is
whotly a matter ot judgment, and, if
this company did not have the power
to drive logs this charter would be of
little benefit to the incorporators, If
this storage dam was constructed and
every fivm or corporation had the right
to use that water as it liked it would
be of very little use to anyone. 1 have
seecn men who have had charge of a
drive use five times as much water as
was needed, which would leave the
storage dam empty before the drive
was half out. while other men, with
good judgment, would drive a large
amount of logs on very little water. 1
presuimme that is the rcason why this
charter called for log driving. and it is
absolutely neccessary to havo 1 g driv-
ing rights connected with th:= 1 m for
the economical use of the water. Pre-
sumably Mr. Cummings “tand
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belicves there ix something wrong be-
cause tiis charter called tfor log driv-
ing: but T want to say from my expe-
ricuce, that it is absolutely necessary
that this combpany have these log driv-
ing rights in order 1o conserve  the
water for future use.

Scetion four gives the company the
right to store water and hold it except
what I= necessary for log driving, rfor
the bhenefit ol the incorporators, 1t also
gives them the right to trade with fu-
ture developments wihich  is a fair
proposition, and something they should
have because of (he great invesgment
ot money necded to construet this stor-
age dam.

Section five gives the Company the
power to pulehase the dams, booms
and picts and other apparatus which
the Kennebee Log Driving Company
now have. which is necessary for this
C'ompany to be able to drive logs in
an vceonomieal way, as two compan-
ies could not operate on this river
and  economically  use  the  water,
which is to be conserved tor the ben-
¢fit of the water powers down the
river., and necessary to make  this
storage dam a suceess,

Section Ix is simply a continua-
tiot  of  Section five, and gives the
Company the right to drive logs and
so forth after they have purchased
the rights on said river of the pres-
cnt log driving company.

Section  seven  states the manner

and  time in which drives shall be
made.
Section eight states the price this

Reservoir Company
the driving of loygs,

shall eharge for
and [ want to

state that the men who have logs
and timberland in this area which

will be driven down this Dead River,
and by this Reservoir Company., came

before our committee and stated
that they were satistied with the
price and conditions, and not all of
those who are incorporators of this
Reservoir Company are the ones who
have logs and timberland in this
area.  When the lumbermen obn the

Kennebec River are satisfied with the
price they must be very ncear right,
Section nine simply states the man-
ner and time of payvment for log
driving.
Section ten is the question of scale,
stating that those who have logs to

drive shall make a return to the
Company of the amount they have.
Section eleven states that and

gives the Company the right to pur-

chase, gives the other companies who

drive logs the right.
Section twelve gives the rignht to

purchase, or take by the laws of em-
inent domain, such land and tlowage
as is necessary for the construction
of this dam. and to carry out its pur-
poses as a log driving and storage
proposition: it also gives them the
right to change the present highway
and build u new highway, and also to
remove bodies from cemeteries which

will be  tlowed out by this  reservoir
Qant. | would like 1o say  that the
town of Ilagstafl  will be wholly

flowed out if this dam is constructed,
and the agents of the proposed com-

pany have now taken options on all
the property which will be flowed
out, satisfactory to the owners. i

mailed copies of this hill and notified
my constituents of the time of hear-
ing and not one came down here to
oppose it. 1 have talked with sev-
eral who live in that section of the
country, and they say they are well
satislied, and that the prices given in
the option are satistactory.

Scetion thirteen states the manner
of assessing damages on Public Lots

and places, the matter being largely
up to the Governor and Council. 1
do not feel that the State’s rights

will be neglected by our present Gov-
crnor and Council, or that it could be
placed in better hands.

Seetion fourteen states the mannuer,
ete., of removing the hodies from the
present cemetery to a new one out-
sidle of the flowage arca.

Section titteen states the manner ot
its stock issuing and so forth.
states the manner
and also the kind of stock and
bonds it may issue for the building
and development of the storage dam.
gives the State
purchase the storage
rights after fifty ycars
required

Section sixteen

Section seventeen
the right to
dam and its
without any payment being
for the tranchise.

Section eighteen states the Com-
pany shall not generate any elec-
tricity or dispose of its property or
franchise to any corporation without
authority to do so.

Section nineteen states the man-
ner of calling meetings,etc.

Members of the House, can you

see anything wrong in granting this
charter? Previous legislatures have
granted similar charters to others,
and 1 feel that it should grant this
charter for the benefit of the pres-
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ent industrics on the Kennebec Riv-
er, and not only to the industries
alone, but for the benecfit of the men
and women who work. If this char-
ter is granted it will jnean steady
work the year around, while now
they are laid off a great deal of the
time on account of the lack of pow-
er caused by low water.

The people who will be flowed out
are satisfied: the log driving interests
arc satisfied; the incorporators are
willing to make this large expense
for the bencfit to themselves.

The working people on the Ken-
nebee river will receive at least
$200,000 a ycar 1n additional wages

reason why this
think we

and do you sce any
bill should not pass? 1
should put it over.

Mr. HALE of Portland: |
the previous yuestion.

Mr. CUMMINGS of  Porttand: Mr.
Speaker. | want to say one word be-
fore you put that.

The SPIKAKRER: The gentleman,
Ar, Cummings, will speak to the
motion of the previous qucestion.

Mr MAHER of Augusta: | trust
the gentleman trom  Portland (Mr,
Hale) will temporarily withdraw his
motion in order that the gentleman
from Portland (Mr. Cummings) may
again speak.

Mr. HTATLE: If the Chair will allow
me  the privilege, I will be glad to
withdraw my motion in order that
Mr. Cummings may again havce the
floor.

Mr., Cummings ot [Portland having
been granted the privilege of the
Hoor spoke as follows:

Mr. CUMMING Mr. Speaker, !
only wanted to say a tew words. 1
did not want it to be left in the
minds of the members of this House
that those who are opposed to this
bill are opposed to a storage develop-
ment. We are interested in all these
things and to have these valleys
prosper and blossom as a rose: but
tell me why this should be bestowed
upon this corporation as a gift? If
a fair and just annual rental should
be paid for the use of this great priv-
ilege it would accomplish all of these
great and desirable purposes that the
proponents of this measure have set
forth. It will not lessen them onc
iota, and | see no reason why, giving
these people this opportunity to
make this development, they should
not pay to the State, the people of
the. State who own this privilege a
fair ana just compensation.

call for

Mr MARTIN of Augusta: Mr.
Speaker, I only wish to say a few
words, and 1 feel that | should, com-
ing from the district that is affected
greatly by this proposed thing., 1
want to assure the gentleman from
Hope (Mr. Hobbs) that, while 1 am
a lawyer, [ speak not from the legal
aspect upon this matter. I speak for
the people 01 this city and of this
county. [ feel that a steady flow of
water throughout the year means a
great deal to the citizenship of this
central part of the State. During the
dry season and the flood season many
workers in the different mills are
out of work and depression comes
over this territory: and, when de-
pression comes. it effects the whole
State, for what benefits once section of
the State, benefits every section, and
what hurts one section hurts every
section. And speaking, not for any
industry or corporation, but for each
man anud cach woman who works in
the numerous mills along this Ken-

nebec, and speaking for the mer-
chants who benefit because of the
steady  work that those mill oper-

atives will receive, and spcaking for
the farmers who also are benefitted,
I urge and I trust that this bili will
receive passage.  (Applause))

Mr. JOHNSON of Brownville: MMr.
Speaker and gcentlemen: We live in
@ time when we either go backward
or forward. We have a world out-
side of us that scems to be going
forward at quite a rapid pace. We
not only travel in teams, we travel
by automobile: we have the tele-
phone, the wireless and many other
things that are an advancement, and
the State of JMaine has got a man
who can veto more bills than any
Governor we ever had: but we have
a question here before us today that
has to do with the development of
the State of Maine. We have some-
thing that, it it is passed, will give
employment to thousands of men who
will build homes and make our com-
munities more prosperous. Qo far as
I am concerned. | do not live any-
where in the vicinity of this river,
but 1 am just ag anxious for the de-
velopment of the State of Maine as
though I lived there, and I know the
sentiment of the people of the county
I live in. They are for it and we
hope that this Legislature, and 1 be-
lieve they are in the right mood, not
to allow anyvone to trig the wheels
of progress as we go along. (Ap-
plause.)

The SPAKIER: The question shall
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thixz bill become a law notwithstand-

ing the objections of the Governor?
It is a Constitutional guestion and

requires a yea and nay  vote. As
many as are in favor of this bill be-
coming a law notwithstanding the
objections of the Governor will an-
swer ves when their hames are called.
Thoxe who wish to sustain the veto
of the Governor will answer no when
their naimes are cailed. s the House
ready for the question?

The guestion being called for, the
Clerlk called the roil.

YIMA—Adams ot Litebfield. Archi-
bald, Atwood, Aver., Baker, Bartlett of
Hanover, DBartlett of Waterville, Dar-
wise, Deltiveau, Benoit, Bickford,
Biaisdell, Boman, Doulter, Bradbury.
Prett, Brown, Burns, Cates, Chalimetrs,
Cherry, Clarke, Conant  Crafts, Cuartis,
Pain, Dilling, Douglas, Downing. Dud-
ley, Dunbar, dwards, Farley, KFickett,
FFinnell, Foss, Gagne, (tagnon, Gamage,
Gardiner, Gauvin, Gile, Gillespie,
Goldthwaite, Gordon, Granvitle, Green-

leat, Hale, Hallett, Hamilton, Ham-
mond.  Haytford, Tleal, Hobbs, TTodg-
kins, Haolmes, Houghton, Hutcehinson,

Jacobs, Jewett, Johnson. Jones, Jor-
dan of Capy  HKlizabeth, Jordan of West-
brook, Keef, Kitehen, Knight, Lamson,
leathers, leland, Lord of So. Portland,
Lord of Wells, lL.udgate,  Macomber.,
Maher, Martin, McDonald, Mcllheron,
Mele™ o Moody., Morrison, Nadeau,
Nevins,  Newceomb, Nichols, Oakes,
O'Connell, Overlock,  Owens,  DPalmer,
Pendleton, DPerkins, Phillips, Pinkham
Fiper,  IPlummer, Ramsdell, lanney,
tay, Recd, Rounds. Rowell, Sanders,
Saunders,  Sayvward,  Siddall. Smith,
Maples,  Stevens,  Stitham,  Stratten,
Thomas of Chestertield, Thomas of
Leeds, Tilden, Towne, Weeks, White,
Whitney, Willis, Wing, Wood—121.
NAY--Adams of Liberty, Beceketl, Bis-
bove, I!rn\\'s&,m'; Crowley, Cummnings,
Hunh, Gilmour, Haxes, ol Chelsea.
tlaves of Gorham, Keene.  Littlefield.
Morse of I3ath, Nickerson, Perry, Dicree.
Rogers, sSminll, Sparrow, Storm. Stur-
gis, Tarr, Williams, Winn, Winslow—

ADBSENT—Drake,
Story, Teaguc-—4,

The SPIRAKRER: One hundred and
twenty-one having voted in the affirm-
ative, the bill is passed notwithstand-
ing the objections of the Governor and
becomes a law.

From the Senate: TFinal reports of
the committees on commerce, coutl-
tiecs, Kederal relations and manufac-
tures.

Morse of Greene,

in the llouse, reports were accept-
ed in concurrence.,

Papers from the Senate were
posed of in concurrence,

dis-

From the Senate: 2eport of the
committee on Public Utilities on Bill,
An  Act relating to the registration
and Jjuspection of vesscls on inland
waters, reporting that same ought
not to pass as the subject matter is
covered by another Dill.

In the Senate, the report was read

and accepted.
In the House the report was read
and accepted in concurrence,

on motion by Mr. Crafts of Green-
ville, the IMouse voted to reconsider
Its action swhereby it accepted in con-
currence  the  report, ought not to
pass; and on further motion by the
same gentleman the bill was tabled,
pending acceptance of the report in
Coneurrence,

Senate RBills In First Reading

Senate 164 An o Aet relating to
the expenditures of the Department
of Public Schools.

Senate 217: An Act to amend the

purvose of the Maine Institution for
thie I3lind.

From the Senate: Bill, An Aet to
amend Section 51 of Chapter 82 of
the Revised Statutes, as amended by
Chapters 73, 211 and 227 of the PPub-
lic Laws of 1817, as amended by Sec-
tion 51, Chapter 181 oif the Public
Laws of 1421, relating to trial terms

of the Supreme Judicial Court.

This was passed to be engrossed
in the House, Marceh 19,

In the Senate, indefinitely post-
pouned in non-concurrence.

Mr. SAUNDERS of Lubcee: Ar.
Speaker, I move that we ingist and
that a committee of conference he

appointed:; and with your permission
I would like to speak to the mem-
bers on just what this bill is.

The SPEAKIER: The gentleman
(Mr. Saunders) may address himself

to the motion.

Mr., SAUNDIERS: Mr. Speaker, I
have not heen very noisy in this ses-
sion. but there arc a few men here
who, whenever a lawyer gets up and
speaks, they raise their voices,
their hands, their eyes, and their hair
in holy horror and look askance at
whatever we say.
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I want to say that House Bill 382
is & Washington county measure. It
is a bill that concerns only tue peo-
ple of Washington county, and it is

Lo reestabiish the term of our Su-
preme Judicial Court which was
taken away without notice to the

Washington County Bar, or without
any notice so far as 1 am able to
learn to anybody except one attor-
ney, and he was a member of the
Judiciary committee at that session.
That term was taken away and there
was not a member of the Bar knew
about it. The county commissioners
did not know about it, neither did
the clerk of courts; and the lawyers
Kept on drawing their writs, return-
able at the January teim of that
court and we discovered after the
writs were drawn that our court had
been abolished. Now the reason why
we did not know it was on account
of the ambiguous title. The title is
this: “An Act to amend Section 51 of
Chapter 82 of the Revised Statutes,
relating to trial terms of the supreme
judicial court.” Now then, I ask you
gentlemen if you had been an attor-
ney in Washington county, or a citi-
zen in Washington county, if you
would have expected to have had
that term taken away, especially
when there had never bech any de-
mand for it. We have always had
the three terms bLefore. Now what
position do we find ourselves in? We
tind our jail with five prisoncrs in it,
one at least was there the last of
October. and he must remain there
until May; and I have no question
but that when these five bprisoners
come before the grand jury there will
be no indictment found against them,
though under our Coustitution they
are entitled to a speedy trial.

than that, in civil
is great danger that
material witnesses may die; and I
would move, Mr. Speaker, that we
insist on our former action and that
a committee of conference be ap-
pointed. I believe that this has come
out of the Senate like a bolt from
a clear sky, and I do not feel that
the Senators knew when they voted
to postpone this, with the exception
of one who I will say is a layman,
and who appeared before cur Wash-
ington county delegation.

The SPEAKER: The motion of
the gentleman from Lubec, Mr.
Saunders, is that the House insist on
its former action and that a commit-
tee of conference be appointed. Is
this the pleasure of the House?

Furthermore
matters there

The motion prevailed, and the
Chair appointed as such conferees,
Messrs. Saunders of Lubec, Weeks of
Fairfield, and Wing of Auburn,

On motion by Mr. Granville of
Parsonstield, which was received out
of order, it was voted that the clerk
of the House read the notices at this
time.

(The Clerk read the notices.)

Message from the Governor
The SPEAKER: The Chair presents
veto from the Governor,
STATE O MAINE
Office of the Governor
Augusta, March 22, 1923.

To the Honorable Senate and House
of Representatives of the 8lst Leg-
islature:-

I return herewith without my ap-
proval
An ACT to Accept the Provisions of

the Congress of the United
States Approved November 23,
1921, Entitled “An Act for the
Promotion of the Welfare and
Hygiene of Maternity and In-
fancy and for Other Purposes.”

My views on the Sheppard-Towner
13ill are well known., I reaflirm the
position that I took when on July
17, 1922 T issued a formal proclama-
tion in which I declined to accept
Irederal Aid for maternity and child
weltare work in the State of Maine.

I protest against the passage of
this Itesolve:-

Because it is an unwarranted in-
vasion by the Iederal Government
of the sovereign rights of the State
of Mainc;

Because it establishes in Washing-
ton a I'ederal bureaucracy that is
not likely to be in sympathy with
the government of this State and the
citizens thercot;

Because it invades the privacy of
our homes;

Because it infers that the State of
Maine cannot and will not properly
care for those of its mothers and
children who need assistance.

Because it pauperizes our State.

If the State of Maine refuses Fed-
eral Aild and sends forth a strong
protest against the expansion of this
dangerous and undermining doctrine,
all lovers of liberty throughout the
nation will take heart. The State of
Maine then will be hailed as the lead-
er in the movement to return to the
fundamental doctrine of our fore-
fathers, that a state is sovereign and
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will brook no interference in its own
internal affairs.

If the State’s activities are to be
handled by officials in Washington 1
warn our citizens that when they
have complaints to make or griev-
ances to be heard they will have
small chance of obtaining redress at
the hands of IYederal office holders.

I want the people of Maine cleariy
to understand that our State Depart-
ment of Health is now engaged in
the very work called for by the
Sheppard-Towner Bill, and that T am
in favor of continuing this work un-
der direction of State authorities un-
hampered by IFederal interference. 1
make the prediction that the day is
not far distant when the people of
this country will overturn many
Tederal bureaus and that the States
once again will take unto themselves
the management of their own af-
fairs.

Maine will not sell
for a mess of pottage.

Respectfully submitted,
(Signed) PERCIVAL . BAXTER,
Fovernor of Maine.

On motion by Mrs. Pinkham of It
Kent, the veto message and accom-
panying papers were tabled, and
specially assigned for Tuesday,
March 27.

On motion by Mr, Wing of Auburn,
500 copies of the veto message were
ordered printed.

its birthright

The Chair presents veto from the
Governor,
STATE OF MAINE
Office of the Governor
Augusta, March 22, 1923
To the Honorable Senate and
House of Representatives of the $lst
Legislature:-
I return herewith without my ap-
proval
RESOLVE, in Favor of the Erection
of a State of Maine Building on
the Grounds of the Eastern
States Agricultural and Indus-
trial Exposition Incorporated at
West Springfield, Massachusetts.
This Resolve is similar to one
passed by the Legislature two years
ago and which T disapproved, the
Legislature at that time having sus-
tained my veto. The principal dit-
ference between this Resolve and the
one of 1921 is that this contains a
provision whereby certain private in-
terests are to aid the State in the
erection of the proposed building.
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This does not in any way remove the
objections which I advanced in 1921;
it but adds to their force for the
more elaborate and costly the build-
ing the more it will cost the State
of Maine to maintain it. This re-
solve is but the Dbeginning of a
great, unwarranted and continuing
outlay of the taxpayers’ money.

Our State Government is over-
whelmed with appeals for funds with
which to construct buildings at the
State Prison at Thomaston, at the
Men's Reformatory at South Wind-
ham, at the State Reformatory for
Women, at both the Augusta and
Bangor Insane Hospitals, at the
Home for TFeeble Minded, and at
practically every .institution that the
State is supporting. We are strug-
gling along under heavy burdens. It
seems to me the height of folly for

the State to put $25,000, or in fact
any sum of money whatsoever into
a building in Springfield, Mass,,
or anywhere clse outside the
borders of the State. The ex-
penses involved in this project are
endlzasg, and the sum called for

by this Resolve will he but the begin-
ning of an annual outlay that is cer-
tain to mount to many thousands of
dollars. I cannot think that this L.eg-
islature on sober sccond thought will
pass this measure.

I have visited practically every large
exposition that has been given in this
country since the Chicago Exposition
in 1893. My experience has been that
if I really want to see the principal
worth-while cxhibits I invariably have
gone through the large buildings where
the exhibits are grouped together by
hundreds. The smaller state buildings
at these great expositions are fre-
quented by a few hundred persons a
day, whereas the main buildings are
frequented by tens of thousands daily.
If an exhibitor desires to properly dis-
play his wares in the most favorable
location he never goes to a state build-
ing to do so. This is the experience
of all who have attended and exhib-
ited at the principal expositions of the
past 30 vears.

State buildings usually become a
loafing placé for a few state officials
and their friends and I can foresec
just what will oeccur at Springtfield,
Mass,, if this Resolve is passed. Our
officials will be entertained by those
of other states and will entertain in
return. The taxpayers will pay the
bills. Tor several years our Depart-
ment of Agriculture has carried a very
creditable exhibit to Springfield. In



640

fact it has heen one of the best state
cxhibits at that exposition. This has
been taken care of out of the regular
departmental appropriation. Tt is now
proposed not only to build this build-
ing but in addition thercto to pass a
special appropriation of several thou-
sand dollars to cover the expenses of
the State’s exhibits.  This is a rapid
and undue expansion of what at first
was a proper and modest undertaking.

We have ahout 50 fairs within the
State of Maine and every one of them
niust struggle to Kkeed its head above
water. These fairs are managed by
patriotic citizens who devote their time
{o. and put their money into, them tor
{he upbuilding of their respective eom-
munities,  The State sppropristed ap-
proximately $15.000 a yvear (o aid these
tairs and the pitifully small stipends
they thus receive help tide them over
the hard places, You now are urged to

make an initial outlay of $25.000 to
erect a State Building in Springfield,
Mas«,, hundreds of miles away from

L.ome.

There is no reason why Maine should
pay tribute to Massachusetts, The in-
vitation extended to us is not unself-
ish. We are to furnish another attrac-
tion to boom &pringficld and its expo-

sition. Tt is strange that the manage-
ment of the Tastern States Exposition

should inecur the expense of maintain-

ing a representative at Augusta
throughout this session. My only ex-
planation is that they are of the

c¢pinion that once the State of Maine is
committed to this project, it will con-
tinue to pour large sums of money into
the coffers of their cxposition.

T stood before the people of Maine
in 1922 on a platform of cconomy, and
1 am consistently endeavoring to live
up to that platform. In an attempt to
bring the various groups of this Legis-
lature togethcr a fortnight ago I in-
vited into the Counecil Chamber the
nmembers of the appropriation commit-
tee, and the Senatc and House chairmen
of practically every committec that
appropriates money, - The whole ques-
tion of the State’s finances was dis-
cussed, as were the dangers of extrav-
sgant appropriations. The conference
asted two hours and adjourned until
the day following. We all came to-
gether again and an arrangement was
made that every commii{tee making ap-
propriations was to keep in touch with
the appropriations and financial af-
fairs committee. Tt was understood
that if committees were in disagree-
ment a serious ecffort would be made
to harmonize differences of opinion. Tt
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was the opinion of most of those pres-
ent that the State tax rate should not
exceed 7 mills. Tt is unfortunate that
these conferences were not productive
of bettor results. From what recently
has occurred it is apparent, that the
Liegislature has adopted a platform of
its own. Of course it is not ditficult
te override KExecutive disapproval, if
those interested in different measures
join together, but whatever happens the
reople themsaelves will decide upon the
merits of the case.

It has been alleged that the Idxecu-
tive has interfered with the legislative
prerogatives.  As  a matter  of  fact
there is no such thing as “Exceutive
interference.”  This is but a phrase
of those who fear for their particular
projects. It is as much the right of
the Executive to veto a hill, os i1 -
the right of a legislator to vote for it.
It ix for cach to do what he believes
to be right and for the public interest.

It should not be overlooked that the
fegislature 1s in session only for about
three months,  The members then re-
turn {o their homes and leave the gov-
ernment of the Siate to the Chiel Ex-
ccutive for a year and nine months.
The administration’ is known as the
overnor's administration, and he must
bear the blame of or take the credit
for it, as t(he case may be.

In my opinton there is no valid rea-
son for an exeessive tax rate and the
ltaxpayers of ithe State will hold us all
responsible for what is done here dur-
ing the next few days. You already
have passed measures over the lKxecu-
tive veto that have added approximate-
Iv 1-3 of a mill to the tax rate. In do-
irg this You must account to the people
not to the Governor. The Governor

also must account to the people,
not to the Iegislaturce. 1If the pres-
cnt situation continues, 1 fear that
public disapproval will accumulate

throughout the State, that it will not
not be possible to hold it in check,
and that it will overwhelm those who
are responsible for unwarranted ap-
propriations.

In closing I desire to say that if
the Legislature continues on its
present course the tax rate of the

State for 1924 and 1925, when our
country is at peace, will certainly

exceed the tax rate we had during

the years of the recent war. I fear
it will be embarrassing for those
who in 1924 are to appeal to the

voters of Maine for their suffrage to
account for the condition in which
the State will find itself.
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Nou Resolve pending before this
Tiegislature has as little merit in it
as, or has greater possibilities for
extravagance than, the one I am re-
turning to you.

Respectfully submitted,
(Signed) PERCIVAL P BAXTER,
Maine.

Governor of

Mrs, PINKHAM of IPort Kent: M.
Speaker and gentlemen of the House:
I introduced thix bill, and I am not
in the least ashamed of my relation-

ship with it. Tt has been on a leng,
roclky road, but | believe it will get
there just the same. A bill like this

nmarks the beginning of cooperation
between agriculture and the indus-

tries, a thing which ghould mean
much to the future of the State. In
my humble opinion, it is onc oif the
best means of publicity suggested, in-
asmuch as it pives an equal chance
o ail sections and all interests in
the State. The only question then
is, do we need advertising? It secms
there is no doubt of this for, with
our great natural advantages which
1 do not neced to enumerate, we
should be one of the most prosperous
states in the Iast.  Dut we cannot
cven hold our own population now.
One authority states that we lose an
averagce of 3,000 persens a vear., It
seems to me it is time to shalke off
sume of the moss of conservatism
and tell the world about ourselves,
and our State. '

In coneclusion, I wish to read scme
facts about the boys and girls’ farm
clubs.

“Mosgt people know in a general
way that boys and girls of rural
communities are interested in  elub

movements, but few persons not in-
timately associated with these move-
ments realize their scope.

There are in the United States to-
day not less than 500,000 farm boys
and girls who are club members and
the number increases steadily. Last
vear these young people raised farm
products to the value of $7,000,000.
They raised 301,000 acres of corn, 2,-
060 acres of potatoes, 31,000 pigs, 3,-
00 becves, 6,000 dairy animals and
556,000 chickens. They put up 2,600,-
000 quarts

of canned fruits, vege-
tub.les and meats. They made 847,000
articles  of clothing and 370,000

loaves of fine, light, nutritious bread.

People who have looked upon this
r‘novement as a mild way to keep
farm children amused have failed to

grasp its importance. The members
of these clubs are acquiring specific,
practical knowledge of the various
branches of the greatest of indus-

tries. They are learning  to put
farming on a better basis, and they
Jike it Yearly increasing numbers

of them go into agriculiural and
domestic science schools to fit them-
sclves more fully for farm tife. They
will not labor under the handicaps
which  made farm  life a2 burden  to
their parents.”

we want the children of
this State to receive this great added
stimulus in this great work, or do
we  wish to be left behind in the
piocessien?

My, DOUGLAS ol Lamoine: Mo,
Speaker and members of  the  81st
Legislature: It scems after alt that
has been said that it is not necessary
for anyone to say more in regard to
this bill. It =cems ax though His
Ixcellency paid the representative
from ort Went a wonderful compli-
mnent when he went into such a long
recital against her bill, and 1 will
simply take up one particular matter
in regard to this building.
me here genuine or-

Now dou

I have before

ders, and a list of them, that have
been given 1o the Maine Sheep and
Wool  Growers'  Association  since

they exhibited there last year, an or-
canization of Maine farmers who are
trying the best they know how to
revive one of the greatest industries
that they ex-

of this State. To do
hibited at the Springfield Exposition
—not a fair—and took orders for

thousand of dollars’ worth of goods,
and since that time, since September

21, 1922, they  have had orvders from
Connecticut, New York, New Jersey,
Missouri, Pennsylivania, North Caro-

lina, Ohio, Maryvland, Georgia, Wash-
ington, D. (L, Vermont, Rhode Tsland,
Massachusetts and New Hampshire,
and they ¢laim they ncever would have
received those orders from those dif-
ferent states had they not had a
chance to exhibit their wares. There
were blankets, suits, cloth, and all
of the things that the Maine Sheep
and Wool Growers’ Asgsociation
manufacture. This is simply one of
the results of advertising outside of
Maine what our agricultural and our
industrial associations can do.

T just simply wish to say in rebut-
tal to some things that have been
said, or that we have heard read, that
the permanent investment, as T call it,
of a building. say in four years, will
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pay for itself: that at that time the
State of Maine will own the land on
which the building sets and own the
building free, and can get
an annual rental out of it
which will return to this State money
that can ke used for any purposcs de-
sired; that it is not a permanent ecx-
penditure; that it is a permancent in-
vestment. And I hope that those
within the sound of my voice will real-
ize that a bill endorsed by every asso-
ciated industry or every association in
this State, by the Boards of Trade and
the Chambers of Commerce. by every
organization that we know,—I hope
that that bill will have a passage not-
withstanding the objections of His
Excellency, the Governor

Mr. GRANVILILIZ of Parsonsficld:
Mr. Speaker, I move you that this bill

go along notwithstanding the objec-
tions of the {iovernor.
Mr. PHILLIPS of Orrington: Mr.

Speaker and members of the House: 1
have already spoken at some length
for me in opposition to the enactment
of this measure: and I think T made it
clear to all of yvou that my opposition
is not on account of any personal rea-
son of my own, but that I am only try-
irg to consider this matter as a purely
business proposition and for the inter-
ests of the State of Maine at large. 1
only want to say just a few words at
this time. I am not going to talk any
more in regard to our pledges to econ-
om)y nor the hard and seemingly un-
bearable condition of our taxpayers., If
the members of this House feel that
our house here in Maine is in order, ir
they feel that we arc properly taking
care of our business institutions. in-
cluding also our University of Maine,
if they feel that those institutions are
being properly cared for, and that we
have the means at our disposal, I would
be heartily in accord wilh this building
in Springfield. PPersonally, I do not
think so.

There are one or two things that have
not been brought out regarding this
bill. I have heard and know of great
expositions sometimes going by the
boards, although this is probably a re-
mote possibility; but supposing that
this institution should at some time
fail, of what grcat advantage would
this building be at Springfield?

I have listened with interest to the
remarks regarding our boys and girls.
I have three boys of my own. I have
attended and do attend most of our own
agricultural fairs that are within rea-
sonable reach of my home. I see there
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their exhibit, and they are doing witli-
out question remarkable work., 1 fa-
vor our boys and girls attending our
own fairs, exhibiting there first, and
that we should expend cur money for
our own institutions,—tfairs of our own,
—-rather than to go abroad and em-
bark on this Springficld proposition.

I trust, Mr. Speaker, and members
of the IHouse, that this measure will be
consjdered on its merits, and 1 sincere-
1y hope that the veto of the Governor
will be sustained.

Mr. LELAND of Sangerville:

Mur.
Speaker and Mcembers of the Iouse:

I wish to second the motion of the gen-
tleman from Parsonsficld. Mr. Gran-
ville, and to go on record very briefly
in favor of this resolve. 1 fully be-
lieve that our agricultural organiza-
tions are unanimously in favor of this
resolve, that our farmevs gencrally are
in favor of it, and that its valuc has
heen fully demonstrated. 1 believe that
the building will afford greater advan-
tages for an exhibition of our products
than is now afforded. or can he afforded,
in any general building; and 1 sincercly
hope that this resolve will become a
law notwithstanding the objections of
the Governor.

Mr, MORRISON of Phillips: Mr.
Speaker and members of this House:
I am heartily in favor of this bill be-
coming a law notwithstanding the ob-
jections of the Governor. [ think that
in matters of this kind we all want to
sce the State of Maine that we are all
so proud of rcpresented and oni the
map., The State of Maine, with its
surface sprinkled with beautiful lakes,
rivers and ponds, its expensive forests
and its magnificent mountain scencry,
has well been termed the playground
of the nation. Such matters as these
not only affect and promote and benec-
fit the sporting interests of the State,
but, as has been said, they benefit the
industrial and agricultural interests.
We have heen content in the past to
sit back and let the State of Maine
boom itself. Very little time has been
spent and very little money along this
line; but I have noticed that the peo-
ple in other states have taken a great
interest and spent a great deal of mon-
ey in booming their native states. I
know what® booming and advertising
and “hollering” has done for the state
of California. There are whole colonies
from my own Franklin county now liv-
ing in the state of California, and I
think that we should all stand up and
boom the State of Maine, and I believe
that the benefits that we will receive
it this resolve has a passage will be
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paid back to the State of Maine many
times over. I hope that the resolve
will receive a passasge.

Mr. JOHNSON of Brownville: Mr.
Speaker, if private interests in the
State are willing to contribute $25,000
to this proposition. I think the State
should Go its part. It scems to me that
it would be foolish for us to turn down
as good a proposition as this. It is not
soing to be an expense to the State,
and it will be sclf-sustaining and
would tend to advertise and develop
our State and let people outside know
that we are alive.

Mr. HOBBS of Hope: Mr, Speak-
er, 1 have always practiced economy
in my own affairs and practiced
economy in farms affairs, and 1L favor
practicing economy in State affairs;
but it does not seem to me that we
are going to make any great sacri-

fice if this bill goes along because
it will cost  ecach taxpayer in the
State about ten cents apicce and

every inhabitant somewhere between
three and four cents. I think that
the most of the taxpayers in the
State of Maine, farmers and cvery-
body concerned, are willing to make
this sacrifice. Let them get along

without a cigar or a plug of tobacco *

if they have
I am in favor

or a box of cigarettes
to in order to do this.
of its passage.

Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, I did not calculate to speak
on this subject; but one thing the
Governor has told us in his message,
and that is that the State oflicials
will be entertained. Now you all
know and everybody knows that the
Governor of the State of Maine, with
his Council, have to approve every
bill that is paid by a State official,
and therefore, why should he come
in here and tell this Ilonorable Body
that they do not know that he is the
one who approves the bills, when
everybody knows that they cannot be
paid until the Governor and Council
have approved them. I am in favor
of the passage of this resolve.

(Applause.)

Mr. MORSE of Bath: I move the
previous gquestion, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER: The question is,
shall this resolve become a law not-
withstand the objections of the Gov-
ernor? It is a Constitutional ques-
tion and requires the yea and nay
vote. As many as are in favor of its
passage notwithstanding the objec~
tions of the Governor will answer
ves when their names are called.

Those who wish to sustain the veto
of the Governor, will answer no
when their names are called. Ts the
House ready for the question?

The question being called for, the
clerk called the roll.

YIA—Adams of Liberty, Adams of
Litchfield, Archibald, Atwood. Ayer,
Baker, Bartlett of Hanover, Bartlett
of Waterville, Barwise, Beckett, Bel-
liveau, Benoit, Bickford, Blaisdell,
Boulter, Bradbury, Brett, Brown,
Burns, Cates, Cherry, Clarke, Conant,
Crafts. Crowley, Curtis. Dilling,
Douglas, Dunbar, Dunn. IKdwuards,
Farley, Fickett, Finnell, Foss, Gagne,
Gagnon, Gamage, Gardiner, Gauvin.
Gile, Gillespie, Gilmour. Goldthwaite,
Granville, Greenleaf, Hale, Hallett,
Hamilton, Hammond, Hayes of Gor-
ham, Ilayford. Hobbs, Holmes,
ITouglhton, Hutchinson, Jacohbs, John-
son, Jones, Jordan of Cape Elizabeth,
Keene, Kitchen, Lamson, Leathers,
Leland., Littletield. Lord of South
Portland, Lord of Wells, Ludgate,

Macomber, Maher, Martin, McDonald,
Melcher, Moody, Morrison. Nadeau,
Newcomb, Oakes, O'Connell, Over-
lock, Perkins, Perry, Pierce, Pink-
ham, Piper, Plummer, Ramsdell, Ran-
ney, Ray, Rounds, Rowell, Sanders,
Sayward, Siddall, Small, Stevens,
Storm. Thomas of Chesterville,
Thomas of Leeds, Towne, Weeks,

White, Willis, Wing, Winn, Winslow,
Wood—108.
NAY—Bisbee, Brewster, Chalmers,
Cummings, Dain, Downing, (zordon,
Hayes of Chelsea, Heal, Hodgkins,
Jewett, Jordan of Westbrook, Knight,

MeIlheron, Morse of Bath, Nevins,
Nichols. Nickerson, Owens, Palmer,
Pendleton., Phillips. Reed, Rogers,
Saunders, Smith, Sparrow, Staples,
Stitham, Stratton, Sturgis, Tarr, Til-
den—33.

ABSENT—Boman, Drake, Dudley,
Keef, Morse of Greene, Story, Teague,
Whitney, Williams—=%4.

Affirmative—108,

Negative—33.

Absent—39.

The SPEAKER: One hundred and
eight having voted in the aflirmative
and 33 in the negative, the objections
of the Governor are not sustained.

The following resolves were pre-
sented, and upon recommendation of
the committee on reference of bills
were referred to the following com-
mittee:
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Apropriations and Financial Affairs

Br. Mr. Baker of Steuben: Resolve
in favor of Xsther M. Sylvester,
clerk to the House committec on en-
grossed bills.

By Mr. Gile of Fayette: Resolve in
favor of Roy S. Bacon for services
as clerk to the committee on agri-
culture of the Slst Legislature.

By Mr. Hamilton of Caribou: Re-
solve in favor of the State Armory at
Lewiston.

By Mr. Morse of Bath: Resolve in

favor of Louise Stratton, stenogra-
pher to the committee on military
affairs.

By Mr. Wood of Bluehill: Resolve
in favor of Dorothy Hewins, clerk to
the committee on education.

By Mr. Barwise of Bangor: Re-
solve in favor of J. ¥. Wood, secre-
tary of committee on education, for
expense incurred by committee visit-
ing the University of Maine.

By Mr. Wood of Bluchill: Resolve
in favor of Bernice Parker, clerk to
the committee on pénsions.

Reports of Commniittees

Majority Report of the Committee
on Legal Affairs reporting “Ought
not to pass” on Bill “An
amend Chapter 19 of the Revised
Statutes of 1916, relating to Regis-
tration of Undertakers.”

Report was signed by
ing:

Messrs. BREWSTER of Cumberland,
POWERS of Aroostook,
CRAM of Cumberland,

—o0f the Senate.

HALE of Portland,
MORRISON of Phillips,
CI.LARKE of Stonington,
OAKES of Portland,
SIDDALIL of Sanford,
HOLMES of Lewiston,
—of the House,
Minority Report of the same Com-
mittee reporting “Ought to pass” on
same Bill.

the follow-

Report was signed by the follow-
ing:
Mr. MARTIN of Augusta,

—of the House,

On motion by Mr. Hale of Port-
land, the majority report was ac-
cepted, and sent up for concurrence.

Mr. Maher from the Committee on
Judiciary on Bill “An Act to amend
Chapter 269, Public Laws of 1917,
and Chapter 219, Private and Special
Laws of 1903, relating to Judges of

Act to-

Municipal Courts being Attorneys at
Law and exempting the Eastport
Municipal Court from its provisions”
reported that legislation thereon is
inexpedient.

Mr. Oakes from the Committee on
Legal Affairs on Bill “An Act to con-
fer certain Additional Powers upon
the Municipal Officers ot Cities and
Towns” reported that same be re-
ferred to the next Legislature.

Mr. Siddall from same Committee
on Bill “An Act to re-enact Section
24 of Chapter 69 of the Revised Stat-
utes, relating to when no Succession
Tax shall bc assessed on the Stock,
Bonds and Kvidences of Debt of
Maine Corpotations,” reported that
legislation thereon is inexpedient.

Reports read and accepted and sent
up for concurrence.

Mr. Piper from Committee on
State Liands and Forest Preservation
reported  same on Bill “An  Act  to
amend Chapter 8 of the Revised
Statutes, relative to Maine IForestry
District by adding thereto a Section.”

Report read and accepted.

On motion by Mr. Burns of liagle
Lake, the House voted to reconsider
its action whereby it accepted the re-
port ‘‘ought not to pass™; and on
further motion by the same gentle-
man, the matter was tabled pending
acceptance of the report.

Mr, White from the Committee on
Appropriations and Financial Affairs
reported “Ought not -tg pass’ on
Resolve for the Publication of the
Reports of the Attorney General and
making Appropriation therefor.

Mr. Gardiner from the Committee
on Judiciary reported same on Bill
“An Act to provide for a Full Time
State Highway Commission, amend-
ing Chapter 25 of the Revised Stat-
utes relative to State Highways.”

Mr. Wing from same Committee re-
ported same on Bill “An Act relating
to the Registration of Motor Ve-
hicles.”

Mr., Saunders from same Committee
reported same on Bill “An Act rela-
tive to the Taxation of Motor Ve-
hicles.”

Mr. Archibald from same Commit-
tee reported same on Bill “An Act to
amend Section 53, Chapter 211, Pub-
lic Laws of 1921, relating to Motor
Vehicles.”

Mr. Weeks from same Committee
reported same on Bill “An Act to
amend the Public Laws of 19819,
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238, as amended by Chap-
of the Publie l.aws of 1vil,
Employel’s Insurance

Chapter
ter 222
relating to
Policies.”

My, Archibald from same Commit-
tee reporied same on Dill “An Act
to amend Chapter 238 ot the Public
Laws ol 191Y, as amended by Chap-
ter 222 of the Public Laws of 1921,
relating to Iimployer’s Insurance
Policies.”

Mr. Nichols from same Committee
reported same on Bill An Act to
regulate the practice of the SBystem,
Aethod or Science of Healing hknown
as Naturopathy, creating a Board ot
Iixamination and Registration tor
those desiring to practice the same,
and providing Penalties tor vielation
of this Act.”

Mr. Archibald from same Commit-
tee reported same on Bill "An Act
crealing  the State oard  of  Dodia-
try.”

AMr. Wing from  same
reported same on  1lill
regard to Discharge ot

Mr.

Committee
AN Act in
Aortgages.”
Morrison froim the Committee
on Legal Affairs reported same on
Bill “An  Act to Incorporate the
North Orrington Cemetery Improve-
ment Association,” as the subject
matter i$ covered in another bill

AMr. Oakes from same committee re-

ported "Ought not to pass” on 13ill
“An Act to amcnd Section 21 of
Chapter 24 of the Revised Statutes,

relating to the Laying Out of 1'ublic
Landings.”

Mr. Morrison from same Committee
reported same on ill “An Act relat-
ing to the Manufacture and Sale of
Mattresses, Pillows, Cushions, Quilts,
or similar articles.”

Same gentleman from same Com-
mittee reported same on DBill “An
Act to Regulate the Width of Tires
on Animal-Drawn Vehicles Used for
carrying Heavy Loads on Ways and
DBridges.”

Mr., Martin from same Committee
reported same on Bill "An Act to
amend Section 23 of Chpater 26 of
the Revised Statutes relating to
Registration of Automobiles.”

Mr. Morse from the Committee on
Military Affairs reported same on
Bill “An Act to amend Section 2 of
Chapter 158, Public Laws of 1919, re-
lating to Use of Flag.”

Mr. Gardiner from same Commit-
tee reported same as the subject
matter is covered in another bill on

Bill “An Act to Control the Posses-
sion, Sale and Use of Pistols and
Revolvers, to provide Penalties and
tor other purposes.”

Reports read and accepled and

scent up for concurrence.

Mr. Houghton from the Committed
on Appropriations and Ifinancial Af-
fairs on Resolve appropriating moncy
for the Repair of the Historic Block
House at the junction of the St, John

River and the Xish River at lFort
Kent, reported same in a new draft
under same title and that it "Ought

to pass.”

Mr. Maher froin the Committee on
Judiciary on Bill “An Act amending
Section 35 of Chapter 104 of the Re-
vised Statutes, relating to Reduction
of IBail by Bail Commigsioners” re-
ported same in a new draft under
same title and that it “Ought to
pass.”

Mr. Nichols from same Committee
on Dill “An Act to lIncorporate the
TUnion Ferry Company” reported
same in a new draft under same title
and that it “Ought to pass.”

AMr. Hale from the Committee on
Legal Affairs on Bill “An Act  to
amend the Charter of the city of Hal-
lowell, relative to the Appointment
of the City Marshal and Street Com-
missioncr” reported same in a new
draft under same title and that it
“QOught to pass.”

v, Siddall from same Committee
“An Act to amend Section Z
of Chapter 22 of the Revised Stat-
utes, relating to the Iurchase of
Sewers by Towns” reportced same in a
new draft under title of "An Act to
c¢nable the town of Kennebunk to
purchasc an Existing Private Sewer
or Drain” and that it “Ought to
pass.”’

AMyr. Martin from same Committee
on Bill An Act to authorize the city
of I.ewiston to issue bonds for the
construction of school houses in said
c¢ity, reported same in a new draft
under same title and that it "Qught
to pass.”

Ar. Siddail from same Committee
on Bill An Act additional to and
amendatory of Chapter 211 of the
Public Laws of Maine for 1921, re-
lating to lights on motor vehicles,
reported same in a new draft under
“Ought  to

on 13ill

same title and that it
pass.”

Mr. Clarke from same Committee
on Rill An Act relating to the in-

corporation of the Androscoggin and
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Kennebec Railway Company, and the
issue of stock by it, reported same in
a new draft under same title and that
it “Ought to pass.”

Reports read and accepted and the
new drafis ordered printed under the
Joint Rules.

Mr. Boulter from the Committee on
Appropriations and Ifinancial Affairs,
reported “"Ought to pass” on Bill An
Act to amend Section 67 of Chapter
82 of the IPublic Laws of 1919 in re-
lation to the attorney general.

Mr. Bisbee from same Committee
reported same on Resolve authorizing
the attorney general to procure pic-
tures of former attorney generals
and appropriating money therefor.

Mr. DMaher from Committee on
Judiciary reported same on Bill An
Act to amend Section 30 of Chapter
64 of the Revised Statutes, relating
to the issuing of burial and trans-
portation permits by sub-registrars.

Mr. Morrison from the Committee
on lLegal Affairs, reported same on
31l An Act to incorporate the North
Orrington Cemetery Improvement
Association.

Mr. Curtis from the Committee on
State T.ands and Forest Preservation,
reported same on Bill An Act to
amend Sections 6, 9 and 17 of Chapter
78 of the Public Laws of 1921, re-
lating to Auxiliary State Forests.

Mr. Keene from the Committee on
Ways and Bridges, reported same on
Bill An Act for expediting highway
and bridge construction work under
legislative appropriations.

Reports read and accepted and the
Bills ordered printed under the Joint
Rules.

- First Reading of Printed Bills and
Resolves
House 433: An Act to incorporate
the North Village Water Company.

House 434: An Act to provide for
the preservation of archaeological
objects and sites, and for the ap-
bointment of a commission of arch-
aeology.

House 435: An Act to amend Sec-
tion 7 of Chapter 293 of the
Public Laws of 1917, relating to the
director of the sea and shore fish-
eries.

House 432: Resolve in favor of sev-
eral academies, institutes, seminaries
and colleges for maintenance, repairs
and improvements.

Passed to be Engrossed

Senate 155: An Act making it un-
lawful for any persoh to have intoxi-
cating liguors in his possession in
any public place.

(On motion by dMr. Rounds of Port-
land, tabled pending third read-
ing.)

Senate 2:28: An Act to incorporate
the towns of South Thomaston and
Owl's Head, in the county of Knox,
into a single town.

(On motion by Mr. Rogers of Rock-
land, tabled pending passage to be
cngrossed.)

Senate 249 An Act to amend Sec-
tions 1 and 5 of Chapter 169 of the
Public Taws of 1919, as amended by
Chapter 183 of the Public Laws of
1921, relating to  the support and
dependents of soldiers, sailors, and
marines.

House 381: An Act to amend Sec-
tion 116 of Chapter 4 of the Revised

Statutes pertaining to the right to
Kill doge.
House 420: An Act to amend Sec-

tion 29 of Chapter 33 of the Revised
Statutes, as amended by Chapters 219
and 244 of the Public Laws of 1917,
and Chapter 196 of the Public Laws
of 1919, reclating to transportation of
fish under tag without the owner ac-
companying same,

House 425: An Act to amend Sec-
tion 15 of Chapter 55 of the Revised
Statutes, relating to public utilities.

(Tabled by Mr. Gamage of South
BBristol, pending passage to be en-
grossed.)

House 426: An Act to amend Sec-
tion 10 of Chapter 118 of the Revised
Statutes relating to costs to be taxed
for parties and attorneys.

House 127: An Act to amend Sec-
tion 30 of Chapter 55 of the Revised
Statutes relating to preference or re-
hate as to rates for service.

House 428: An Act to amend Sec-
tion 63 of Chapter 33 of the Revised
Statutes as amended by Chapter 219
of the Public Laws of 1917, and
Chapter 196 of the Public Laws of
1919, relating to the employment of

guides by non-residents in certain
cases.
House 429: An Act to constitute

Ganneston Park, in the cities of Au-
gusta and Hallowell, in KXennebec
County, a game sanctuary.

House 431: An Act relating to the
duties of the Superintendent of Pub-
lic Buildings.
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House 421: Resolve in favor of the
T'enobscot Tribe of Indians for re-
drafting plan book.

House 422: Resolve in favor of the
State P'ark Commission.

House 423: Resolve in favor of the
State School for Boys for maintenance
and other purposes.

House 424: Resolve appropriating
money for the construction and cquip-
ment of an industrial building at thc

State Reformatory for Men.
House 430: Resolve in favor of the
State Retormatory for Men for main-

tenance.
Passed to be Enacted
(Emergency Measure)
An act authorizing the formation of
non-profit, coc-operative associations,
with or without capital stock, for the

purposc of cncouraging the orderly
marketing of agricultural products
through co-operation.

The SPEAKIER: This Dbeing an

cemergency measure, and requiring un-
der the Constitution the atlirmative
vote of two-thirds the entire member-
ship of this House on its passage to
be cnacted, all those who are in favor
of the passage of the bill to be ¢nacted
will risc and stand in their places until
counted, ard 1he monitors will return
the count.

A division being had,

Onre hundred twenty-three voted, and
all in the affirmative, so the bill was
passcd to be enacted.

(Emergency Measure)

An act to provide for an issuc of

State highway and bridge bonds.

(On motion by Mr. Rounds of Port-

land, tabled pending passage to  be
cenacted.)
Mr. WINN of l.isbon: Mr. Specaker,

what number is that last bili?

The SPEAKER: Senate 198, The
(hair will state for the information of
the gentleman (Mr. Winn) that there
was an amendment on the bill,

AMr, WINN:
ed?

The SPEAKER: The Chair is of the
opinion that the amendment was not
printed, but was very much discussed
the other day.

Is the amendment print-

Finally Passed
(Emergency Measure)
Resolve for the layving of the county
taxes for the year 1923.
The SPEEAKER: This being an emer-

gency measure and requiring under the
Constitution the aflirmative vote of
two-thirds the cntire membership of
this Housc on its final passage, all
those who are in favor of its final pas-
sage will rise and stand in their places
until counted, and the monitors will
veturn the count.
A division being had,

One hundred and twenty-six voted,
and all in the affirmative, so the re-
solve was finally passed.

Passed to bhe Enacted

Act relating to the distribution of
the asscts of an insolvent estate.

An act to amend Section 51 of Chap-
ter 51 of the Revised Statutes, relat-
ing to changc of name of a corporation.

An act to authorize the city of Lew-
iston to issuc its bonds to the amount
of two hundred thousand dollars to

construct an armory in the city of
Lewiston.
An act to authorize the town of

southport to construct a bridge over
the tide-waters to Joe lsland Gut.

An act to amend Scction 10 of Chap-
ter 172 of the Public Laws of 1919, re-
lating to local health officers.

(Tabled by Mr. Mcllheron of Lew-
iston, pending passage to be enacted.)

An act Lo amend Section 25 of Chap-
ter 124 of the Revised Statutes, relat-
ing to penalty for falsely assuming to
be an officer.

(Tabled by Mr. Nichols of Portland,
1'ending passage to be enacted.)

An act to amend Chapter 173 of the
Public Laws ot 1919, relating to the
rogistration of resident hunters and to
provide for the registration of resident
inland fishermen.,

(Tabled by Mr. Eartlett of Hanover,
pending passage to be enacted.)

An act to establish close time on
lobsters frem a point in a straight line
from Bear Cove on the western side of
Petit Manan Point to Little Black
Ledge direetly north of Moulton’s
lL.edge Spar Buoy to the sSchoodic Is-
land Whistling Buoy.

An act to incorporate the I17all Brook
Improvement Company.

Finally Passed
Resolve appropriating money for the
Maine School for the Deaf.
Resolve in favor of H. G. Smallidge
for services at the organization of the
House of the 81st Legislature.

Resolve in favor of W. M. Stuart,
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postmaster of the Senate of the 8lst
Legislature.

Resolve in favor of George A. Dow,
postmaster of the House of the
Legislature.

Resolve in favor of William A, Heal,
secretary of committee on sanatoriums.

lesolve in favor of Warren Prouty.

Resolyve authorizing 1he Treasurer of
State to accept from the executors of
1he will of John Prescott, two five hun-
dred dollar  United States Liberty
Ionds in lieu of the legacy of one
thousand dollars left by sajd Prescott
to the Western Maine Sanatorium at
Hebron.

Orders of the Day

The SPEAKER: The Chair will state
that under Orders of the Day the first
matters to be dealt with by this House
are those which were left over, the un-
finished business so to speak of ves-
terday, and under that the Chair pre-
sents ITouse Document No. 117, an act
~elating to marriage of persons infeet-
ed with syphilis, tabled by the gentle-
man from Dexter, Mr. Brewster, March
16, pending first reading.

AMr. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr
Speaker, this bill is one that has been
before the TLegislature for the last two
sessions to my knowledge before this,
and there are some things in it that I
would not wish my daughter to have to
go through, and that T would nol wish
my son to have to go through.

Section {our of this bill provides in
substance that the clerk of every city,
town or plantation shall deliver to ev-
ery applicant for a certificate for a li-
cense Lo marry a bhlank form, printed
in duplicate, in which each party to an
intended marriage shall make affirma-
tion, or oath, before a person qualified
to receive the same, that he or she is
free from discase.

T move the indefinite postponement
of this DLIll at the present time.

Mr. FPICKETT of Nabples: Mr.

Speaker and Members of the House:
There seems to be a little confusion
as to the objeets of this  bill This

1ill is already on the Statute book and
it lies there unknown and almost un-
Leard of. Any person who starts out
today to be married may break the law
tnknowingly, and this bill was amend-
od so that a person starting out to get
married would know the effect of cer-
tain  conscequences if they did marry
illegally. The present law is a little
drastic, inasmuch as if a person were
about to die and had acquired a dis-

Slst

ease innocently, he would Dbe bharred
from a marriage that he might like to
consummate before death. Also some-
times it would be necessary to legiti-
matize a child, and the present law
does not allow it. because the present
law says “no syphilitic person shall
marry.” That means under any and all
conditions; so that while that may be
true aboult marrying, therwaro certain
conditions where it scems advisable
that they should have the privilege of
marrying, but only under certain con-
ditions such as that they shall not co-

habit after marriage. so that the off-
spring of that marriage may not be

infected or werhaps bhe still-born or
worse. Now there is nothing in this
bill that I introduced that compels
compulsory exaniination before mar-
riage. I might say here that a good
many of you have received letters, and
it seems a curious coincidence that
about half a dozen people have prob-
ably written 50 letters apiece and it
has made quite a showing. If vyou
members will compare your letters,
you will see that they all come from
the same source.

Now this bill is designed to prevent
the spread of an infectious disease by
those people who are infected with a
venereal discase and who are about to
mwarry. In this 20th century, when the
times are no longer puritanical, as
shown by the character of our moving
pictures and our popular magazines,
there is no reason why measures to
prevent the spread of these destructive
diseases should be avoided, This bill
is important hecause it is shown by
statistics  that in  the cities a large
percentage, perhaps more than 50 per
cent of pecople who remain unmarried
at the age of 25 vears have been in-
fected at some time. These discases
are helping to fill with poor unfortu-
nates our homes for the feeble minded,
our insane hospitals and our charitable
institutions: and al every session of
the Legislature vou are called upon to
provide increasingly large sums of
money to support these institutions to
house this human wreckage, and if you
want to diminish this venereal scrap
heap. vou have got to pass laws to as-
sail the venereal problem and educate
the ignorant.

This bill came out of the public
health committee with a unanimous re-
port and that is the place where it
should be discussed properly. This is
no place, before a mixed audience, to
go into detail in regard to this bill. Tt
was discussed there thoroughly and
freely and came out with a unanimous



LEGISLATIVE RECORD—HOUSE, MARCH 22. 649

report, and 1 ask that the scveral read-
ings or this bLill be given. and ihat it
L passcd to be engrossed.

Mr. ROUNDS of Portland. M.
Speaker, I just want to rise to say a
fow  words more  on this  bill.  Any
young lady or gentleman who wants
1o go into the State of New Hampshire
aid get married, or the State of Mas-
sachusetts can do so and come back
here. We have bills before our claims
commitiee  at the present time  that
were made in that way that these doce-
tors have let go through.

I want to say here that the states
o New Jersey, South Carolina, Ten-
FUR Indiana. Idaho and Nebraska
Have had this law before them  and
they have turned it down. The Gov-
crnor of Wyoming  has given a veto
message on lthig subjeet, and in Oregon
a proposed law of  this kind was  de-
feated by popular vote, We o have
Known that this bill has been before
the T{ouse four years and has  been
turned down, and  mow at this  time
they are  coming here and tryving (o
revive  this zame  law again: and 1
want to say with all due respect to the
doctors of this State—we like to have
thent when we are <ick, but at  the
same time we do not want te be  ex-
amined, or have our children examined
for every little “ism’ or “asm™ of that
Kind that may come up. and [ say it is
time that we put a stop to all this kind
of funny business, so that the doctors
may have a tew dollars in their pock-
o1s when they get through,

MMy CATICS of Machiasport: Mr.
Spealker. T did not intend to have any-
think to say on this subject when T
came in here this morning, but 1 think
it may be wise to gay something in re-
gurd to the viewpoint of the voung un-
married men of the State. 1 have
talked with 19 or 20 unpmarried men in
this State and have talked with a good

S0,

many unmarried members  of  this
House, and 1 have failed vet to find
any  objection on their part on  this

measure.

We have in our insane asylums and
schools for feeble iminded a good many
voung people who are there, not be-
cause of any fault of their own, butl
because of the fault of their parents
in their younger dayvs, and it seems a
shame that we cannot get some meas-
ure to prevent the marriage of people
who are intfected with venereal disease.
T do not see anything in this bill here
that is very drastic. Section four
simply says that “the clerk of every
city, town or plantation shall deliver

to every applicant for a certificate for
a license to marry, a blank
printed in duplicate, in
party to an
make

form,
which each
intended marriage shall
aflirmation, or oath before a
person qualified to reccive the same,
that he or she, is free from infection
with svphilis” and the other diseases
of a venereal nature. “The original
shall be kept on file by said clerk,
together with the records of mar-
riage,” and so on. There is nothing
there that calls for physical
examination unless the person has
been infected. The only thing re-
quired is that if a person is infected,
he shall go at once to  the local
health officer and be treated until
cured. A good many are treated
until they think they are cured and
then contract marriage, and we get
the i1l results, I submit, for vears.
AMro SAUNDERS of Lubec: Mr.
Speaker, 1 suppose this is one bill
that a lawyer could support, but I
am opposed to it and to any law
that requires that a record like this
shall be kept with great secrecy in
the town clerk’s hands. 1 think that
would be about enough unless you
want some law suits.
Mr. NICHOLS of
Speaker, 1T happen to belong to that
much discussed profession, and
sometimes the “dis’” is left off from
the word discussed, But lawyers are
sometimes useful in advising people
not to get into difficulty, but to get
them out of difficulty after they are
therce, and T want to read to the
members Section five of this bill:
“AWhen residents of this State with
intent to evade the provisions of the
preceding sections of this ehapter, and
to return and reside. here, go into
another State or country. and there
have their marriage solemnized and
afterwards return and reside here
such marriage is void in this State”
Now when a couple go from here
to New Hampshire, is it prima facie
evidence that they are going to avoid
the provisions of this section? How
do you knew that they are going
with the intent to avoid the pro-
visions of the section, if they do not
20 with the intent to avoid the pro-
visions of the section and return
here, their marriag is wvalid. If
they do go, and return here, avoiding
the provisions, their marriage is void.

Portland: 2Ar.

How many marriages would Dbe
void, and how many valid is a
question that never can be deter-

mined: and if their marriages are
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void, then their children are illigiti-
mate. | say, members of this body,
that this bill should be indefinitely

postponed on the ground of that
oection five.
Mr. PERKINS of Orono: Mlr.

Speaker and members of this House:
1 believe that the time has arrived
when we should call an ace an ace
and a spade a spade. 1 believe that
the time has arrived when we owe
it to the unborn children of the State
of Maine that they should bhave some
protection in this line, and i, for one,
as a married man and a father,
would welcome any investigation
before any of my children became a
husband or a wife, because 1 believe
that it is the innocent ones who are
unfortunately the subject of the
humiliation incident to this matter;
and I sincerely hope at this time
that this House will consider before

they turn down this bill the true
merits of the case.

Mr. FICKETT of Naples: Jr.
Speaker and Gentlemen: 1 want to
say that this bill two years ago,
amendments to the present law,
Chapter 41, did pass this House. It
went to the Senate and was re-

turned to the House and the House
insisted on its former action and it
died in the committee of conference.
I also wish to say that the mere
fact that this bill, or a gimilar bill,
has appeared before =0 many Legis-
latures in other States is a thing in
its favor, because it showg that there
is a demand all over thc country
for that kind of legislation, due to
the great increase in venereal dis-
eases.

In regard to Section five, and going

into another State, I will say that
that is a part of the old marriage
laws that are on the Statute bocks
at the present time, and the de-
ductions of the gentleman from !'ort-
land, Mr. Nichols, would be the same
in regard to that law which has
been on the Statute books, I know
not for how many yuvars, that is, re-
lating to polygamy. idiocy, and re-
lationship,—that no person shall
marry and go into another State to
evade those three things, where the
marriage is null and void for the
same reasons.

The SPEAKER: The question is
on the motion of the gentleman from
Portland, Mr. Rounds, that this Dbill
be indefinitely postponed. As many
as are in favor of its indefinite post-
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ponement
their

will rise and

places until counted.
A division of the House being had,
Kighty-eight voted in the negative

stand in

and 42 in the affirmative, and the
motion to indefinitely postpone was
lost.

Thereupon the bill had its first and
second readings, and tomorrow as-
signed for its third.

The SPEAKER: The next matter
under orders of the day is House Docu-
ment No. 374, resolve in tavor of the
Bath Military and Naval Orphan Asy-
lum. tablcd by the gentleman from
Bath, Mr. Morse, March 15, pending
assignment for second reading.

On motion by Mr. Morse of Bath, re-
tabled until tomorrow morning.

The SPEAKKR: The next matter
is Senate Document No. 199, An Act to
revise  and consolidate the banking
laws, tabled byy the gentleman from
I’ortland. Mr. Nichols, March 16, pend-
ing its third reading.

Mr. NICHOLS of TPortland: Mr.
s“peaker. 1 offer House Amendment A.

House Amendment A to Senate Docu-
ment 199

Paragraph V of Scction 6 of Senate
Document No. 199 is hereby amended
by  striking out all of sajd section
atter the word ‘“‘provided.”

Mr. NICHOLS of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, in order that the House may
know just what the provisions of this
amendment are I read Section V'

“To reccive money on deposit, to in-
vest the same, to own, maintain and
let safe deposit boxes and vaults, and
further to transact the business of a
savings bank, as hereinafter provided.”
The part stricken out is this: *‘But no
savings bank shall be liable for any
loss of property deposited in said
boxes or vaults for safe keeping, be-
yond the sum paid fer rental thereof
for the term within which such loss is
discovered.”

In other words, it means that if the
savings bank go into the safe deposit
husiness, they are not liable for any
loss beyond the amount paid for one
vear's rental, from three to five dol-
lars. The amendment puts the savings
bank on an equal basis with the trust
company. The trust companies of this
State are under the common law—
bailee law-——and are liable only ac-
cording to the risk assumed, and this
amendment places the savings banks
in the same class as the trust com-
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panies. Now I nold no brief for the
trust companies. I am interested in no
trust company, but it scems to me that
it the savings banks go into the safe
deposit business, they should assume
the same liabilities as the trust con-
Panies because it any of the savings
banks in our country towns-—we will
take Gorham, DInaxton or Lridgton or
any of the towns of that size—should
go into the safe deposit business and
et Boxes, why should not you men
Troni the rural sections have the same
degree of provection that yvou would
have if yvou were  in frust companies?

Now T have taken the trouble 1o look
up the charters of the ditfferont  trust
companies ol this State. and they are
practically {he same. Take, Tor in-
stance, the charter of our leading trust
company, the Fidelity Trust Compuny
ol Portland. Nothing in the entive
charter releases  the trust  combpany
from liability in case of ncgligence.
Now this amendment mercly places the
savings banks in the same class  as
trust  companies if they go into the
safe deposit business; and 1 move the
adoption of the amendment.

On motion by Mr.. Tilden of Hallo-
well, the amendment and papers were
tabled, pending consideration.

The SPEAKER: The next matter
before the House is report of commmit-
tee on salaries and fees on bill, An Act
to  increase  salary  of the clerk of
court= of {ranklin county. tabled by
the gentleman from Phillips. Mr. Mor-
rison, March 16, pending acceptance of
the report.

On motion by Mr. Morrison of Phil-
lips., the report was accepted.

Mr. MORRISON: DMr. Speaker, T

move thal the bill be given its  first
and sccond reading.

Mr, EDWARDS  of  Bethel: Mr.
Speaker. I move the indefinite post-

‘ponement of this bill.

The RPEAKRER: The motion is in
order.  The question before the House
is the indefinite postponement of the
bill.

Mr. PHILLIPS: Mr.
Members of this House: This matter
has come up once before and I said a
few words in behalf of the resolve.
The report of the committee in thig
case provides for an increase in the
salary of the clerk of courts of IFrank-
lin county of $100., The clerk of courts
in our county is receiving at the pres-
ent time the magnificent salary of
31400 a year. He is a lawyer and he
puts in all of his time in that office.

Speaker and

He  also is the clerk
commissioners, where he has to do con-
siderable work, for which he receives
no additional pay; so that for the
whole year's work he is receiving but
$1400. 1 think it is but fair and right
that his salary should be increased.
The delegation from Franklin county,
with four representatives and one soen-
ator, are all in favor of this increase,
and I sincerely hope that the motion
made by the gentleman  from  Bethel
(Mt, Edwards) will not prevail

I will add further that, as you all
know, this is a matter which con-
cerns IFranklin county alone and the
salary and any increasce that is grant-
ed will be paid by the taxpayers of
thaut county and will not affect the
taxpayers in the remainder of  the
State,

Mr., KDWARDS of Bethel: Alr
Speaker, as one of the members of
this cominittee when we met and out-
lined our policy one or two members
of that committee two ycars ago said
that they went over the county
estimates very carefully and granted
an increase to about all of them at
that time and we decided that we
should not make any increases in
county offices  this  year. Ivery-
thing went along smoothly for two
or three meetings. Then the Jog-
rolling commenced and about every
one wanted an increase, among them
this Ifranklin county matter came up,
and we turned it down. One of the
county officers from Franklin county
wrote an insulting letter to a member
of the committee, and they made
him write a letter of apology, which
he did. When we got the letter of
apology, he got the one hundred
dollar raise. The same thing oc-
curred in Androscoggin county, and
we all know that the county officers
of that county are not paid in pro-
portion to the other counties, That
is my reason for objecting to this
and for moving its indefinite post-
ponement.

Mr. MORRISON: AMr. Speaker, T
would like to inquire, through the
Chair, of the gentleman from Bethel
(Mr. fdwards) if his committee has
adhered all the way through to the
rules which were laid down that they
would not report favorably on in-
creasing the salaries of any of the
other offices of the other counties?

The SPEAKIR: The gentleman
from Bethel may answer the ques-
tion, if he wishes, though the Chair.

Mr. EDWARDS: 1 simply will say

of the county
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that where clerk hire was concerned,
we did vote some increases, but I
object to increasing the officers.
They knew when they took out their
papers last June what they were go-
ing to receive and there were half
a dozen candidates for most of the
offices. If they did not want the
positions they did not have to take out
the papers. There were plenty of
men who did want them.

Alr. ROUNDS of I’ortland: Mr.
Speaker, as one of that committee on
Salaries and T'ces, when we first
started in we did agree not to raise
salaries wunless in very particular
cases: but as time went on we did
increase salaries and the delegation
from TFranklin county spoke to us
individually. T will not say that they
came before the committee as a
whole, but they were all in favor of
raising this particutar salary, and, as
it comes out of that county, we did
vote an increase of $100 a year. In
Androscoggin  county 1 kept my
hands off as a member of the com-
mittee on Salaries and Fees. But, in
this case, as Tranklin county has
got to pay the whole of it, I think
it no more than fair that they should
have the right to do it if they see
fit.

The question being on the motion
of the gentleman from Bethel, Mr.
Edwards, that this bill be indefinitely
postponed.

A viva voce vote being taken,

The motion to indefinitely
pone failed of passage.

The SPEAKER: Does the gentle-
man from Phillips, Mr. Morrison,
wish to move a suspension of the
rules that the bill may have its read-
ings at this time, it being an un-
printed bill?

Mr. MORRISON: I do, Mr. Spcaker.

On motion by Mr. Morrison, the
rules were suspended and the bill
had its two readings at this time,
and tomorrow assigned.

On further motion by the same
gentleman, the House reconsidered
its action whereby this bill was as~
signed for its third reading tomor-
row morning: and on further motion
by the same gentleman, the bill was
tabled, pending its third reading.

The SPEAKER: The next matter
to be presented to the House is, re-
port of the committee on Salaries
and Fees on bill, An Act relating to
salaries of Chief of Police and Police

post-

Captains of the city of Lewiston,
being House Document, No. 74, tabled
by the gentieman from Lewiston, Mr.
Gagne, March 16, pending acceptance
ot the report.

Alr. GAGNE: I move, Mr. Speak-
cr, that we table that matter and that
it be spe.ially assigned for Tuesday
next.

Mr., HOLMES of L.ewiston: 1s the
motion debatable, Mr. Speaker?

The SPEAKER: The motion to

table is not debatabie. The motion
for assignment is debatable. Does
the gentleman (DM, Holmes)

wish to address himself to the latter
motion?

Mr. HOLMES: Yes, Mr. Speaker;
not that I have any objection to
Tuesday mnext, but in behalf of the
Lewiston delegation, as 1 understood
it, the Chairman of the Salaries and
Fees committee proposed to me an
agreement which he said the Salaries
and Fees committee would stand be-
hind, that the bill be left wunas-
signed on the table, pending the re-
porting in from the Legal Affairs
committee of another bill which
affects the Police Commission of
I.ewiston, and which on that ac--
count would make it important that
it remain unassigned.

Mr. GAGNE: I will withdraw my
motion.

The motion for the assignment of
the bill having been withdrawn, the
matter was tabled unassigned on
motion of the gentleman from I.ewis-
ton, Mr. Gagne.

The STEAKER: The next matter
is House Document 380, An Aect to
provide for licensing hotels and
lodging houses, tabled by the gentle-
man from Portland, Mr. Nichols,
March 16, pending third reading.

Mr. NICHOLS: Mr., Speaker, 1
yield the floor to the gentleman from
Portland, Mr. Hale.

Ar. HALE of Portland: Alr.
Speaker, 1 would like to present
House Amendment A and move its
adoption.

House Amendment A
Document 380.

Section three of Fouse Document
380 is hereby amended by adding
after the word “available” in the
fourteenth line of Section three, the
words ‘“for a period of two years”
Also further amend said Section
three by adding after the word “who”

to House
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in the sixteenth line of said Section
the word ‘“wilfully.” Also amend
Section 5 to House Document 380 by
striking out the third sentence of
said secction and inserting in place
thereot the following:

“The revocation and suspension
shall not be made until after in-
vestigation and hearing, nor until the
licensee have been given opportunity
to hear the evidence in support of
the charge against him and to cross
examine, himself or through counsel,
the witnesses, nor until the licensce
shall have been given an opportunity
to be heard. Notice of hearing
shall be served on the licensee, or
left at the premises of the licensee,
not less than three days before the
time sct for the hearing.”

Also further amend said Section
five of said House No. 380 by adding
thereto an additional sentence as fol-
lows:

“Appeal from the dcecision of the
licensing authority may be had to the
Supreme Judicial Court or to the
Superior Court in and for the county
in which the licensing authority is
located, in the usual manner provided
for appeals from Municipal Courts,
courts of competent jurisdiction for
due cause shown, may issue tempor-
ary orders returning the enforce-

ment of such revocations and
suspensions, and after full hearing
may vocate such temporary orders

and make same permanent.”
The SPREAKER: The question is
on the adoption of the amendment.
Mr. HALE of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, I just wanted to say that
these amendments are considered to

be necessary by lodsing house
keepers in order to protect their
interests. The first, after two

vears, simply states the time after
which they may destroy their regis-
ters and records. The second amend-
ment, by inserting the word ‘wilfully’
between the word ‘“who” and the
word “violates,” makes it clear that
they shall not be liable for inadver-
tent errors, and the last amendment
simply provides protection for the
lodging house keeper so that he may
be heard when any accusations are
made against him. T think there can
be mno possible objection to the
amendment.

The SPEAKER: The question is
on the adoption of the amendment.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
amendment was adopted.

On motion by Mr. Rounds of IPort-
land, the amendment and bill were
tabled, pending third reading, and
the amendment was ordered printed.

The SPIAKER: The Chair now
presents, out of order, veto message
rrom the Governor:

STATE O MAINE
Office of the Governor
Augusta, March 22, 1923.

To the Honorable Senate and House

of Representatives of the 81st Liegis-

lature:

I return herewith without my ap-
proval.

AN ACT to Amend Section Twenty-
one of Chapter Nine of the Re-
vised Statutes as Amended by Sce-
tion One of Chapter Seventy-one
of the Public Laws of Ninetecn
Hundred Twenty-one, Relating to
Time of Payments of Excise Tax on
Railroads.

Under the existing law the rail-
10ads operating within the State are
required to pay their taxes on the
15th day of June of each year. That
is the period when the State's ex-
penses are unusually heavy and it
would disturb our financial program
considerably if two-thirds of the
large tax payments of the railroads
were deferred for three and six
nionths, or until September and
December of each year as provided in
the bill.

The taxpayers in general through-
out the State are obliged to make
payments jn full on tax day, and fail-
ing to do so interest is charged on
overdue tax accounts. The item of
intcrest which the State would lose
on the proposed change in the rail-
1oad tax law is considerable and
would amount to a good many thou-
sand dollars per year. 1 am of the
opinion that all taxpayers should be
treated alike.

The recent reports issued by the
railroads operating within the State
are encouraging and give promise for
better times. T do not think it is any
more of a hardship for the railroads
to pay their taxes as the law now re-
quires than it is for the ordinary
tax payers to do so, and therefore I
am returning this Act without my
approval,

Respectfully submitted,

(8igned) PERCIVAL . BAXTER,

Governor of Maine
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Mr. WING of Auburn: Mr. Speak-
er, this House has been in session
now for more than three and a half
hours. It is my cxperience that when
we come to a thing fresh and rested
we are apt to give it better con-
sideration. There are some gentle-
men in this House who stay here and
do business, while others go out and

seek their own pleasure and con-
venience., I therecfore, move, Mr,
Speaker, that the further consider-

ation of this veto message be taken
up tomorrow morning, and that this
House now adjourn to 9:30 A. M.

The SPEAKIER: The Chair would

ask the privilege of stating to the
House that we have another veto
massage here.

Mr. WING: That can be heard

also at 9.30 tomorrow
1 am perfectly
now.

The SPEAKIR: Docs the gentle-
man (Mr. Wing) withdraw his motion
to adjourn?

Mr. WING: Yes sir.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Auburn, Mr. Wing, moves that

morning, or
willing to hear it

the veto message of the Governor
just read lic on the table and be
specially assigned for tomorrow
morning.

The motion prevailed.

The SPEAKER: The Chair pres-
ents, out of order, veto message from
Governor.

Ar. HAMILTON of
Speaker, if it is in order, 1 move
that that veto message be tabled
until tomorrow morning at 9.30.

The SPEAXER: The motion to
table is not debatable. Does the
gentleman (Mr. Hamilton) wish to
withdraw his motion until the veto
message is recad?

Mr. HAMILTON: Yes, Mr. Speaker.

Thereupon Mr. Hamilton of Caribou
was granted leave to withdraw his
motion to table, and the Clerk read
the veto message as follows:

STATE OF MAINE
Office of the Governor
Augusta, March 22, 1923.

To the Honorable Senate and House
of Representatives:

Caribou: Mr.

I return herewith without my ap-
proval—

RESOLVE Making an Appropriation
for the Maine Seed Improvement
Ass'n,

This Resolve calls for an appropri-
ation of $2,000. Under the general
laws of our State a special fund is
created the proceeds of which are
used to aid societies and organiza-
tions that promote the agricultural
interests of our State. This Fund
totals $15,360.28. It is distributed
among 42 different associations con-
nected with the farming interests of
the State. In my opinion the Seed
Improvement Association should be
treated just like all the others and
any aid granted it should be taken
from the fund referred to. It is not
wise to pass special appropriations
for these various organizations or
give one of them special favors.

I call attention to the fact that
the present Legislature has been un-
usuaily liberal in its appropriations
to help our agricultural interests.
The former appropriation of $3,000
per vear for seed and other work
aiready has been doubled by this
Legislature and made $6,000 and a
new item of $15,000 per year for
Seed Inspection has been passed and
approved by the Governor.

In my opinion the various agri-
cultural fairs and improvement as-
sociations that are doing good work
should be treated alike, and to dis-
criminate in favor of one at the
expense of others is not desirable. If
it is desirable to increasc out State
Stipend to our various fairs it
would be well to raise the present
assessment and give an increase to
each of the organizations now strug.
gling to maintain themselves.

Respectfully submitted,
(Signed) PERCIVAL P, BAXTER,
Governor of Maine.

On motion by Mr. Hamilton of Cari-

bou, the above veto message was
tabled until tomorrow morning at
9.30.

On motion by Mr. Wing of Auburn,

Adjourned until tomorrow morning
at 9.30.



