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HOUSE

Tuesday, March 13, 1923.
The House met according to
adjournment and was called to order
by the Speaker.
Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Walch of
Augusta. '
Journal of previous session read
and approved.

On motion by Mr. Granville of
Tarsonsfield that gentleman was
granted permission to make the fol-
lowing motion, out of order; That
when the House adjourn today, it be
until tomorrow morning at nine
o’clock.

The motion prevailed.

Papers from the Senatce disposed of
in concurrence

IFFrem tne Senate: Report of the

committees on TPublic Utilities and
Ways and Bridges reporting ought

not to pass on bill, An Act to incor-
porate the Kennebee River Uridge
Company

In the Senate, report read and ac-
cepted.

In the House, on motion by DMy,
Martin of Augusta, tabled pending
acceptance of the report in concur-
rence,

From the Scnate: Report of the
committees on Public Utilities and
Ways and Dridges reporting ought
not to pass on Resolve providing
for a commission to investigate and
malke report relative to the con-
struction of a combination railroad
and highway bridge over the Ken-
nebec River and the relative merits
of the location between the city of
Bath and the town of Woolwich and
between the towns of Dresden and
Richmond as a site of said bridge.

In the Senate, report read and ac-
cepted.

In the House, on motion by Mr.
Martin of Augusta, tabled pending
acceptance of the report in concur-
rence

From the Senate: Majority re-
port of the Cumberland county Dele-
gation reporting ought not to pass
on bill An Act providing for an ad-

ditional Justice of the Superior
Court for the county of Cumber-
land

Report was signed by the follow-
ing members:

Messrs. Cram of Cumberland

Brewster of Cumberland
—of the Senate.
Atwood of Portland
Hutchinson of Brunswick
Dunn of No. Yarmouth
Small of Standish
Williams of TFalmouth
Nevins of Pownal
Brett of Otisfield
Fickett of Naples
TPlummer of Bridgton
Winslow of Raymond
Hale of Portland
Rounds of Portland
Jordan of Westbrook
Jordan of Cape Elizabeth
Cummings of Tortland
Nichols of Portland
—of the House

Minority report of the same Dele-

gation reporting ought to pass on
same bill.

Report was signed by the follow-
ing members:

Messrs, Hinekley of Cumberland

Speirs of Cumberland

—ot the Senate
Gilmour of Westhrook
Lord of So. Tortland
Joneg of So. Portland
Sanders of Portland

—of the House

In the Scnate, minority report read
and accepted and the bill passed to
bhe engrossed.

In the House, on motion by Mr.
Rounds of PPortland, both reports and
accompanying papers tabled, pending
acceptance of either report.

T'rom the Senate: Resolve in
favor of DMary 8. Hillman for State
pension.

Resolve in favor of Mary K. Ames
of Stockton Springs for State pen-
sion.

Resolve to increase the State pen-
sion of Charles D. Preble of Kittery.

Resolve to increase the pension of
Lester Patten of Hermon.

Resolve in favor of State pension
for Lievi Holden.

These resolves were finally passed
in the House March 6, and passed to
be engrossed February 27.

In the Senate, recommitted to the
committee. on Pensions in non-con-
currence.

In the House, that body voted to
reconsider its action whereby these
five resolves were finally passed, and
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further voted that they be recom-
mitted to the committee on Pensions
in concurrence

Message from the Governor
STATE OF JMAINE
Office of the Governor
Augusta, March 13, 1923.
To the Honorable Senate and House
of Representatives of the 81st Legis-
lature:

I return herewith without my ap-

proval

RESOLVE, in Favor of the Com-
missioners of Pharmacy.

Ny reasons tor declining to ap-

prove this Resolve are similar to
those which induced me to return to
yvou without my approval, on IFriday
March 9th last, a similar Resolve
entitled. “Resolve, in IFavor of the
Doard ot Registration of Aledicine.”
The latter disapproval was sustained
by your honorable body by a vote
ot 107 to 1

The Resolve . question and  the
one above referred to are similar in
purport and secek to give a prefer-
cnce to the two hoards in question.
1 am not in favor of granting such
a  preference  ana  believe  all our
State Boards should he plaeced upon
the sanie basis and should be made
self-pustaining.

Respectfully submitted,
(Signed) PERCIVAL P DANXTIER
Covernor of  Aaine.

The communication was read, and
on motion by Mr. MeDonald of INast
Machias tabled pending reconsider-
ation., and sapecially  assigned for
Thursday., March 15.

Report of Committee

Mr. DAKER from the  committee
on Sea and Shore Ifisheries on bill,
An Aet to establish a close time on
Tobsters from Wood PPond Point to a
point three miles south of Schoodic
Island, reported same in a new draft,
under title of “"An Act to cstablish a
cloze time on lobsters from a point
in a straight line from Rear (Cove on
the western side of Petit Manan
poeint to Little Black Ledge directly
north of  Moulton's Ledge Spar
Juoy to the Schoodic Island Whist-

ling Buoy,” and that it ought to
pass,
Report read and accepted and the

new draft ordered printed under the
joint rules.

Reading of Printed Bills and
Resolves

An Act to Incorporate
Improvement Com-

Kirst

House 333:
the Tall Brook
pany.

House 325: An Act to amend Sec-
tion 19 of Chapter 5 of the Revised
Statutes, as amended by Chapter 69
of the Public Laws of 1917 and
Chapter 171 ot the Iublic Laws of
1921, relating to the Duties of
Boards of Registration of Voters.

House 336: An Act to amend Sec-
tion 58 of Chapter 87 of the Revised
Statutes relative to the setting aside
of Verdicts bv a Single Justice.

House 337: An Act to amend Sec-
tion 7. Chapter 95. IRReviscd Statutes
of Maine, as amended by Chapter 47
of the Public Laws of 1921, relative
to mortgagor may redeem  within
one vear. .
338 An  Act to amend
Chapter 136 of the I’ublic T.aws of
1921, relating to Night IWishing in
certain waters of Kennebece county.

House 3410 An  Act to amend
Section 19 of Chapter 211 of the
Public Liaws of 1921, relative to the
weight of heavy vehicles.

House 312: An  Act to amend
Chapter 173 of the Public Laws of
1919, relating to the registration of
resident hunters.

House 344: An Act for the better
protection of smelts in the Damar-
incotta

House  215: An  Aect to amend
Section 1% of  Chapter 98, TPublic
Laws of 1921, relating to suspension
and revoeation of lobster licenses.

House  346: An  Act  to
Chapter 11 of the Tublic

House

River.,

repeal
Laws of

1921, relating to P’rotection of Deer
in the town of York

House 247: An  Act to repeal
Chapter 183 of the Public Laws of
1919, c¢ntitled “An Act to assist in
the commereial  utilization of dog
fish.”

House 248: An Act to repeal
Chapter 151 of the Public Laws of

1919, providing for the collection of
agricultural statistics by assessors.

House 349. An Act to Prohibit the
conferring of degrees without special
authorization.

(Tabled by Mr. Hale of Portjand,
pending second reading.)

House 350: An Act to amend
Paragraph LX of Section 6 of
Chapter 10 of the Revised Statutes,
as amended by Chapter 105 of the
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Public Laws of 1919, as further
amended by Chapter 119 of the Pub-
lic Laws of 1921, relating to
exemption from taxation of the
estates of War Veterans.

House 351 An Act to amend Sec-
tion 25 of Chapter 124 of the Revised
Statutes, relating to Penalty for
falsely assuming to be an Officer.

House 353: An Act to amend Sec-
tion 19 of Chapter 37 of the Revised
Statutes, relative to the sale of milk.

House 354: An Act to amend
the Charter of the city of Calals,
providing for the election of a City
Manager.

House 356: An Act to regulate the
sale of vinegar,
House 357: An Act to amend Sec-

tion 9 of Chapter 219 of the Public
Laws of 1917, relating to the screen-
ing of lakes and ponds.

House 358: An Act to amend Sec-
tion 52 of Chapter 219 of the Public
Laws of 1917, as amended by Chapter
196 of the Public Laws of 1919, re-

lating to the setting of traps in
organized or incorporated places.
House 359: An Act to amend Sec-

tion 18 of Chapter 45 of the Revised
Statutes, as amended by Section 2 of

Chapter 98 of the Public Laws of
1921, relating to the issuing of
lobster licenses.

House 361: An Act to amend the

charter of the city of Eastport.
House 366: An Act to amend Sec-
tion 84 of Chapter 16 of the Revised

Statutes, relating to contracts with
academies.
House 367: An Act to amend Sec-

tion 91, Chapter 53, Revised Statutes,
as amended by Chapter 39, Public
Laws of 1919, relating to the Annual
Statcment of Conditions of Insur-
ance Companies and providing a
penalty for neglect to file the state-
ment,

House 371: An Act to amend Sec-
tion 27 of Chapter 219 of the Public
Laws of 1917, as amended by Chapter
244 of the Public Laws of 1917, and
by Chapter 198 of the Public Laws of
1919, and by Chapter 218 of the Pub-
lic Laws of 1921, relating to use of
traps, spears and nets in taking fish
in inland waters.

House 372: An Act to incorporate
the Yarmouth Water District.

House 334: Resolve appropriating
money to set forth the mnatural
agricultural, industrial and recre-
ational advantages of the State of
Maine.

House 339: Resolve in
Leslie K. Jacobs,

tavor of
Secretary to com-
mittee on State Reformatories and
State  Schools, expenses as per
schedule visiting the institutions.

House 340: Resolve appropriating
money for the care, maintenance and
repairs  of Fort William Henry in
the town of Bristol.

House 352: Resolve providing for
aid in the payment of premiums
awarded by the Houlton Agricultural
Society.

House 360: Resolve appropriating
money for the purpose of operating
the fish hatcheries and feeding
stations for fish, for the protection of
fish, game and birds and for print-
ing the report of the Commissioner
of Inland Iisheries and Game and
other expense incident to the ad-
ministration of the Department of
Inland Fisheries and Game.

House 362: Resolve providing a

State Pension for Jane Anne Sewall
of York.

House 363: Resolve providing a
State Fension for Ada M. Cowan of
Sidney.

House 364: Resolve for increase of

Pension of Sarah J. Everson.

House 365: Resolve in favor of
Wilmore Quimby of Haynesville for
State Pension.

House 368: Resolve in favor of
Blanch A. Grant for State Pension.

House 369° Resolve providing a
State Pension for Hattie C. Knowl-
ton of Liberty.

"House 370: Resolve creating a
State Pension for John B, Wallace of
Lubee, Maine, soldier who served in
the Philippine Insurrection.

On motion by Mr. Gardiner of
Gardiner, the House voted to recon-
sider its action whereby bill An Act
to amend Chapter 173 of the Public
Laws of 1919, relating to the regis-
tration of resident hunters, was as-
signed for its third reading tomor-
row morning at nine o’clock; and on
further motion by the same gentle-
man, the bill was tabled pending its
third reading.

Passed to be Engrossed

Senate 220: An Act to repeal Sec-
tion 43 of Chapter 19 of the Revised
Statutes, relating to Local Health
Officers.

(Tabled by Mr Rounds of Portland,
pending third reading.)

House 330: An Act to amend
Chapter 69, Public Laws of 1921, re-
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lating to the TFiscal Year of the
State
House 214: Resolve in favor of

the erection of a State of Maine
Juilding on the grounds of the
FKastern States Agricultural and In-
dustrial Exposition Inec., at West
Springfield, Mass.

House 328: Resolve in favor of a
bridge over the St. Croix River be-
tween Vanceboro, Maine, and §&t.
Croix, New Drunswick.

House 331:
acceptance of
Memorial Fund.

House 332:
the Treasurer

Resolve authorizing
donation to Blaine

Resolve authorizing
of State to accept
from the IZxecutors of the Will of
John Prescott two $500. United
States lL.iberty Bonds in lieu of the
legacy of $1000. left by said Prescott
to the Western Maine Sanatorium at
Hebron.

Mr. HAYES of Chelsea: Mr.
Speaker, 1 move that House Resolve
No 214, in favor of the erection of
a State of Maine building on the
grounds of the Eastern States Agri-
cultural and TIndustrial Exposition,
Inc. at West Springfield, DMass. be
tabled, pending passage to be en-
grossed.

The decision of the Chair that the
above motion had prevailed was
doubted by Mr Douglas of Lamoine.

Thereupon, a viva voce vote being
taken, the declaration by the Chair
that the motion was  lost, was
doubted by Mr. Chalmers of Bangor.

A division of the House was had,
Ninety-two in the negative and 17
in the affirmative, the motion by Mr.
Hayes of Chelsea to table was lost.

Passed to be Enacted

An Act to extend the time limit for
exercising the corporate powers of
the Great Pond Railway Company.

An Act to make valid the doings of
the Penobscot County Water
Company, and to define and confirm
its powers

An Act relating to pensioning mem-
bers of the Police Department of the
city of Brewer.

An Act to amend Section 1 of
Chapter 145 of the Revised Statutes,
relating to Hospital Trustees.

An Act to amend Section 38 of
Chapter 117 of the Revised Statutes,
as amended, relating to the com-
pensation of Judges of Probate in
Oxford County.

An Act to amend Scction 6 of

Chapter 141 of the Private and Spec-
ial Laws of 1921. relating to the office
of City Clerk of the city of Lewiston.

An Act to amend Section 17 of
Chapter 182 of the Public Laws of
1919, relating to compensative bids in
construction work for the State Re-
formatory for Men.

An Act to amend Section 45 of
Chapter 117 of the Revised Statutes,
as amended, relating to clerk hire in

the office of Clerk of Courts in
Waldo County.
An Act to cure defect in the

original organization of the Madigan
Memorial hospital, a charitable and
benevolent corporation, and to
validate the doings of said corpor-
ation and the officers thereof since
its organization,

An Act to amend Section 2 of
Chapter 55 of the Revised Statutes,
relating to Public TUtilities Commis-
sion.

An Act to amend Section 45 of
Chapter 117 of the Revised Statutes,
relating to clerk hire in the office
of Clerk of Courts in Androscoggin
County.

An Act to amend Section 32 of
Chapter 117 ot the Revised Statutes,
as amended by Chapter 183 of the
Public Laws of 1917, and by Chapter
152 of the Public Laws of 1921, re-
lating to the Board of State Asses-
S0rs.

An Act to amend Section 1 of
Chapter 82 of the Revised Statutes,
relating to the Supreme Judicial
Court.

Finally Passed

Resolve in favor of the Maine
State Prisor for maintenance and
current expenses.

Orders of the Day

Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, on Saturday, 1 tabled four
House Reports for the reason that
there were so few in the House that
day, and 1 want to give every man
a chance to be heard. These reports
were ‘‘ought not to pass.” I had no
interest in them, other than to take
care of the men who were interested
in them. 1, therefore, move that we
take from the table report of com-
mittee on Mercantile Affairs and In-
surance on bill, an act relative to
form of standard insurance policies,
tabled by me, pending acceptance;
and I now move that the report be
accepted.

Thereupon, the above motions pre-
vailed.
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On motion by Mr. Rounds of Port-
land, it was voted to take from the
table report of committee on Mer-
cantile Affairs and Insurance on bill,
an act relating to Insurance and In-
surance Companies, tabled by that
gentleman, pending acceptance of re-
port; and on further motion by the
same gentleman, report of the com-
mittee, “ought not to pass,” was ac-
cepted.

On motion by Mr. Rounds of Port-
land, it was voted to take from the
table report of the committee on
Mercantile Affairs and Insurance on
bill, an act relating to Insurance,
tabled by that gentleman, pending
acceptance of report; and on further
motion by the same gentleman, re-
port of the committee, “ought not to
pass,” was accepted.

un motion by Ar. Rounds of Port-

land, it was voted to take from the
table report of the committee on
Pensions on Resolve providing State

Pension fer Mary G. Silk of Lewiston,
“ought not to pass.” tabled by that
gentleman pending acceptance of re-

port: and on further motion by the
same  gentleman, the report of the
committee was accepted.

On motion of Mr. Maher of Au-

gusta, it was voted to take from the
table House Document, No. 187 an
act relating to the Board of Educa-

tion in the city of Augusta, tabled
by that gentleman, March 8. pend-
ing passage to be enacted: and on

further motion by the same gentle-
man, the bill was passed to be enact-
ed.

On motion by Mr. Maher of Au-
gusta, it was voted to take from the
table, Senate Document 146, an act
to create the Kennebec Reservoir
Company, tabled by that gentleman
March 9, pending assignment for
third reading.

Mr. MAHER: Mr. Speaker, 1 now
move that this bill be assigned for
its third reading tomorrow morning
at nine o'clock.

Mr. CUMMINGS of Portland: My
Speaker, T move the indefinite post-
ponement of this bill, an act to create
the Kennebec Reservoir Company.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Portland, Mr. Cummings, how
moves to indefinitely postpone bill,
an act to create the Kennebec Reser-
voir Company, taken from the table

by the gentleman from Augusta, Mr.
Maher. The Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Portland, Mr. Cum-
mings.

Mr. CUMMINGS ot [PPortland: Ar.
Speaker and members of the House;
In making that motion 1 am actuated
by no other reason than because 1
believe it ought to be done. 1 do it
for no other reason than that I could
not do otherwise and do what | be-
tieve it is my duty to do. 1 do not
believe that the members of this
House understand the importance of
this bill or the merits of this bill, and
I want to rcad to the House some
facts and figures from the parties
who are back oc¢ this bill. The state-
ments are their own, the figures are
their own, and we cannot question
them. They throw a great deal of
lizht on this matter.

The part which 1 desire to read
relates only to the Dead River stor-
age  proposition. This is headed
“TPart 11: Dead River Storage: Dead
River:” Tt reads as follows:—"“The
possibility of storage on Dead River
was mentioned in the Maine Water
Power (Commission Report of 1920,
but that report only contemplated
about seven-tenths billion cubic feet

of new storage, as the Commission
felt that the possibility of flooding
the State road and the Village of

I"fagstaft prohibited any further rais-
ing of the water surface. TFrom our
present information which is derived
from State and Government maps,
supplemented by some stadia and
aneroid surveys which we have re-
cently made. it would appear that the
flooding of the Highway and of Flag-
staff would increase the new storage

capacity from seven-tenths billion to
from 10 to 12 billion cubic feet, and
that the benefits would greatly over-

balance the damages. We have there-
fore considered raising the water sur-
face by constructing a dam about 50
feet high at the head of Long Falls.”

The members of this House will
bear in mind that Long Falls, where
this dam is to be constructed, is pub-
lic property. That is the key to the
whole situation That is owned hy
the people of the State of Maine.

Now continuing:—“The town of
Stratton on the south branch of the
Dead River alout 28 miles above the
storage dam seems to limit the eco-
nomical height of flowage to El. 1150,
This town has about a thousand in-
habitants, two mills, stores, hotel,
churches and a considerable number
of summer cottages, and the expense
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of flooding it would probably be

large. On the main river the flowage
would reach Eustis about 34 miles
above the proposed dam. At this

place a saw mill and a small electric

light station would be flooded, but
the damage would not be large.
Iflagstaff would be completely sub-

merged, the main strect being seven
tecet below the proposed water level
The village consists of about 35
houses, most of which are small and
of little value, a small church and
a saw mill, and it is felt the cost of
this property would not be prohibi-
tive.”

“With ithe water surface at IElev.
1150 a resgervoir capable of holding
from 10 to 12 billion cubic feet
would be formed. This rescrvoir
would reach rom the head of Long
alls to the village of Eustis on the
main river and to the village of
Stratton on the South Branch. Tt

would be about 24 miles long and
from one half to one mile wide and

embrace an area of 21 square
The cost of this reservoir ex-
dam is estimated to be

would
miles.
clusive of
$510.000."" ~

That, you will sece, comprises all
that they would pay tor the flood-
ing of this whole territory—accord-
ing to the estimates—24 miles of ter-
ritory in length and from a half mile
to a mile in width, and includes all

that they would pay the State—if
they ecever paid anything—for their

franchise unless they pay something
for the flowage of the water, which
would be a very small item.

“A mass curve of the Dead River
indicates that during the 11 years
from 1910 to 1921 there was only one
period that the reservoir would not
have filied, assuming that 1t was en-
tirely depleted each year, and that
was for the years 1910 and 1911, two
successive years of very low flow,
The drainage arca adjacent to this
reservoir is 500 square miies.”

“Near the head of l.ong [falls about
22 miles above the junction of Decad
River with the Kennebec at the
Forks is a fairly good site for a dam.
l.edge appears in the bed and on both
sides of the river for some distance
from the =shores, and according to
the State Geological report, it is be-
lieved that in no place is the rock
more than ten or fifteen fecet below
the earth of the higher banks., A
reinforced concrete dam 5 feet high
and 728 fect long has been designed,
provided with suitable waste gates
and log sluice gates. The estimated

cost of this dam is $475,000, making
the total cost of the storage includ-
ing land damages §$985,000.”

Then follows a detailed statement

of the various items that entered
into that cost, including, “Clearing
Site,” “Coifer Dams,” “kxcavation,”

“Fill-Karth Dam,” “‘Rip Rap,” *Con-

crete,” “Taintor Gates and Hoists,”
“Log Sluice Gate and Hoist.”
“Booms,” “Railings, Stairs, ete.,”

“Roads,” “Grading and Clearing Up”
“Trucking and Doating,” 'Construc-
tion Buildings,” “Commissary,”
“Plant L.ess Satvage,” “Contingencies
of  $50,000,” “BEngincering,” ‘“Ofiice
Expense,” “Sanitation, Water Supply,
Welfare,” “Medical Attendance, In-
surance and Fire [iabilities,” “‘Inter-
est  During Construction,” “Taxes,”
“Legal INxpense,” and “Contractors”
Profit” of $34,000, making a total of
$475,000 for the construction of the
dam, “Property Rights and Land
Damages, $510,000,” “Original Total,
$985,000.7 The following revision
made Dec. 30, 1922, “Relocating High-
ways and Dreliminary Idxpense, $215,-
000, “Total Cost Projecct, $1,200,000.”
Now, the same gentleman who com-
piled these figures to present to the
interested parties. who have partici-
pated in  this development and who
are to share in the great profits to
come therefrom, taking their own
figures and their own estimates—and
those estimates are based on the dif-
ference between the cost of develop-
ing this given amount of power from
coal as they now devlop it and
from the water as it would be de-
veloped atfter this dam is ecrected—
it shows that the yearly value ot
this development to the parties at

interest would be $480,000 a year.
That, you will readily see, on the
cost of §$1,200,000 is exactly 40 per
cent.

Now this bill, if it became a law,
would authorize this corporation to
do all of these things. They would
acquire this great right, that the
State now owns, and they would de-
velop it in the manner described. Do
the people of the State of Maine de-
sire to have that right and that prop-
erty taken away from them and
turned over -to this great corporation
for its great benefit? You will notice
that this corporation which they
have created is not a public utility.
It would not come under the control
ot the Public Utilities Commission.
Somehow it scems to me to be some-
thing like a charitable institution:
they "divide the charities among
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themselves. And again it scems to
me that it might more properly be
called a mutual benefit association.
It is a thing out of the rcach of the
legislative powers of the State. They
propose to issue stock—nothing said
about how much, no one knows what
the nature of the stock may be, and
it may be stock issued without any
par value. It is apparent that it is
the intention to issue this stock pro
rata to the parties interested and
who will make use of this water as
it goes down stream. And they are
to receive their returns, not in cash
dividends but in water. That is,
gentlemen, a new departure in stock
watering. Even the dividends are
paid in water. It may even be that
this stock, issued in the way that
they will issue it, will be assessed for
the expenses, so that there will be
no cash tor distribution.

The two great committees who had
this matter under consideration, had
this before them. 1 do not believe
that the members of these commit-
tees understood what thoge Dbills
would do. If they Lknew that this
development was to be on land pub-
licly owned, that the Key to that
situation was possessed by the peo-
ple of Maine, and that they were to
turn it over to someone for nhothing
so that they could capitalize it in
such a way as this that they could
et a great return on it: if the mem-
bers of these committees knew those
things, well and good. 1 want them

to say that they did know those
‘things. But 1 assume that they did
not. 1 understand that our great

committees are overworked and that
they have a great many things com-
ing before them that it is utterly im-
posible for them to individually in-
vestigate the merits of, and that they
are dependent upon what is present-
ed at the hearing. And | do not
blame them in any way for reporting
favorably on this bill if they did not
understand those things. And | do
not think it would be inconsistent on
their part, it that is correct, if they
do not understand this situation, for
them to vote that this bill should be
indefinitely postponed. 1 do not be-
ilieve that any member of those com-
mittees is under obligation to stand
up and defend the report that they
made unless he is convinced that that
report is correct beyvond a doubt.

It there is any
tias come to the
member of those
has received any

new evidence that
attention of any
committees, it he
new light oh this

question, as a good citizen of Maine
and in accordance with the oath of
office, which they all took here, he
ought to be glad to have this thing
indefinitely postponed.

Now | think that 1| have said ali
that | care to say about this matter.
This matter is important and it is
up to the members of this House to
decide what they shall do. | am en-
tirely satistied to accept the respon-
sibility for myselt to vote against
this bill, and | could never go back
to my constituents and tell them thai
I voted for this bill, without forever
being ashamed.

The ST'EAKER: Pro tem: The
question is on the motion of the gen-
tleman from Portland, Mr. Cum-
mings, to indefinitely postpone. Are
you ready for the question?

Mr. MAHER of Augusta: Mr.

Speaker and gentlemen of the House;
As one member of the committee that
had this matter under consideration I
cannot at this time refrain from
answering one or two of the argu-
ments put forth by the gentleman
from Portland, Mr. Cuminings, and
without going into the merits of the
measure to any great extent, it does
not seem to me that this is the pro-
per moment to take the time of the
House, unless there may be some
misunderstanding with reference to
certain of the arguments advanced.

At the outset I desire to say here
how 1 stand in relation to the report
of the committee, so that anything
that | say now will be taken exactly
as | mean it. 1 shall say nothing
that is not in exact accord with my
judgment, and that is notwithstand-
ing the fact that 1 have, for several
vears, acted as one of the attorneys
for one of the incorporators. And [
say that in order to preserve perfect
faith with the House, and in order
that I may not occupy any position
here in the nature of an undisclosed
attorney. That is why T make that
statement It does not at all affect
my judgment of the merits of this
matter. We had two committees,
Judiciary Committee and the Com-

mittee on Interior Waters. They
gave this measure no hasty  Thear-
ing. They gave it the very full-
est  consideration. They gave it
ample time. It was advertised
under the fullest publicity, and the

merits of the measure from a scienti-
fie standpoint. from an economic
standpoint, and from every angle,
were completely discussed, and there
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was not one single voice raised at
that hearing in opposition to a single
section o1 clause of the bill, except
objections which the committee made
itself, which resulted in certain
changes in the bill. There was not
a single opponhent nor a suggestion
of opposition, and [ submit that if
there were valid objections to this
matter, that that was an appropriate
time and an appropriate place; not
for a moment, of course, contending
that this time is not equally open
Lo any person who has objection, but
manifestly at a time when the pro-
ponents of this measurc were present
and when there would be an oppor-
tunity tor full discussion, for ex-
planations, and for decision upon the
matter, it would have seemed that
if there were any of those alarming
objections that somebody has voiced,
they should have been raised.

Liet us see, if T have got the gen-
tleman's main objection—and 1 am
not going to take very much time
here—if 1 have got, first, his main

objection, it was that the matter
was not under the control of the
P'ublic  Utilities Commission. Sec-

ondly, that it was upon public lands
which were a part of the heritage of
the people of the State of Maine, that
is, where the dam was. And, thirdly,
that it was going to result in bene-
fit. Now let us take that in reverse
order. Of course it will result in
benefit., or at least I suppose that it
will. Otherwise there would not have
been made this vast investment
there. or this effort to get the per-
mission of this Legislature to make
the investment there. T3ut benefit,
gentlemen, to whom? That is the
guery. Benefit to some mystical cor-
poration, to some intangible octopus?
Not at all. We have been hearing,
for the past dozen years the develop-
ment of the natural resources of
Maine. We have had that debated in
the T.egislature and debated in the
various civie quorums of the State,
and we have had everyone who had
any idea on the proposition get it into
the papers if they could. Why, we
have even had the Superior Court of
the State interrogated as to what the
powers of the State were, and T think
it is a very definite and certain pro-
position that throughout the length
and breadth of this State there should
be developments of the latent power
of this State in the matter of the
storage of water. Trom time im-
memorial this water has been rolling
through to the sea, and in the flood
season it has been throwing away

millions and millions and millions
and millions of dollars worth of pow-
er that could have been utilized. Tt
threw it away last spring and it will
throw it away again within a month,
and it will roll on to the sea, and it

will do no one any tangible good.
There should be  development;  there

should be construction.

What is this bill for? It proposes
that up there at lL.ong Talls there be
erected a dam, that there shall be
stored twelve billion cubic feet of
water, the flood water which goes to

waste in the spring, and that flood
water there, properly stored under
approved engineering methods, will

permit of 770 cubic feet per second
of water, every five months in the
vear, to be let out into this Kennebec
Valley, to keep the flow somewhere
near up to the mark during the dry
season, Benefit? The Lockwood Mill,
which has a payroll of $20,000 a week
has been shut down almost a wecek
at a time and has lost time during
the past four months that has cost
the operatives, the laborers, the peco-
ple there who earn their living by
the sweat of their brows, it has cost
them $32,000 in money during the
rast four months due to low water.
Here in Augusta we have been
troubled with high water in the
spring of the year frequently in the

past, from the last dam down,
we have had trouble from high
water in the spring of the year,
and the Edwards Company’'s em-

ployees have been out a week at a
time. Tt was told before the commit-
tee, and it is an engineering fact,
that it is always the last wave, the
last lap, that puts them out of com-
mission each time of high water.

The conservation and storage of
those flood waters there and this
proposed construction will alleviate
to some extent, it will relieve to some
extent, that high water. Now it
seems to me that it is perfectly
self evident that the equalizing of
this flow, the using of that water—
770 cubic feet per second every five
months in the year—which will give
an additional incremcent to the water
power on this river ot tfourteen to
sixteen thousand horse power, that
that is a thing which should be done,
not for any corporation, not for any
private interest, but for the great
benefit of the people. And how is the
public benefitted? The public is bene-
fitted by the employecs of those mills
getting regular work. It is benefit-
ted by those mills being able to in-
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dustrially compete with interests out-
side the State. The public is bene-
fitted trom the fact that the only
utility here which is at all affected,
the Central Maine Power Company,
is a public utility, and any _ benefits
it has must be realized, under the
control of the Public Utllities Com-
mission, in diminished rates, in in-
creased efficiency, and 1n  general
benefit to the public. Now let us say
that there cannot be much dispute
that there should be storage. The
executive branch belicves it.  In the
Senate it is believed. 1t is almost unij-
versally belicved. The query is, shall
it be done by private investment, or
py the State? The message of the
Chict  Executive, at the opening of
this scssion, called attention to the
imperative necd of storage and con-
servation and suggested that the
present condition of the finances of
the State would not permit of the
State launching at this time into a
venture of this sort of storage.

It was suggested that there pe a
constitutional amendment submitted
to tind out whether the people at
some remote time, would avail them-
selves of some proposition that some
legislature might advance tor devel-
opruent along this line. In the mean-
time there has come this proposition

based on precedent, and you might
thinlkk that this was something en-
tirely novel to the State of Maine.
You might think this was the only
development of the Kind ever pro-
posed in this State. Why, the Ripo-
genous, over in the east, is an ac-

complished fact that | do not believe
anyone in the eastern part of the
State would ever wish to get away
trom. The development of the An-
droscoggin and Aziscoos, controlled
by the Union Water Power Company
since 14910 I believe, has made that
Androscoggin Valley industrially
thrive, has made that a great ele-
ment for industrial prosperity there.
It has equaltized that flow, it has
conserved power, it has been of-great
benefit to the public.

Here on the Kennebece we ask ftor
something similar to what they have
on the Androscoggin—the Aziscoos.
And what are we  met by? We
are met by this, that the key to the
situation is public lots, two lots, one
on the east and one on the west side
of the river, there where the dam is.
And under the decision of the court
it is well known that water power is
in the bed of the river and in the
bank. It is not just the water. There

is not any State ownership of water
as such, but the State of Maine hap-
pens—because of the ordinance pre-
vailing at the time of separation—
it happens to be trustee of these re-
served lots. As I understand it the
State of Maine acts as trustec for the
benefit of the first settled minister
and first established church. 1 may
be in error but I believe that at such
time as an organized town and
church arc established there with a
minister established there in good
faith, the titles of the State of Maine
would immediately vanish. The State
holds those lots in trust, the best
mill sites in the town, for that pur-
pose. Now the Legislature has con-
trol over those lots, which happen to

be where the dam wants to be lo-
cated. There has never been any
development. It is so far away that
there never would bc any develop-
- ment, certainly under present condi-
tions, there never would be any dam
there for other than storage pur-
poses.  Of what value is that to the
State of Maine up there today as

contrasted with the benctits that will
accrue to the public from the de-
velopment of this (ar down the line,
and whatever the value is, gentle-
men, whether it be $10,000, $100,000,
or $1,000,000, this act protects in
every single aspect the rights of the
State. Nothing will pass to this com-
pany, nothing will pass, under this
measure, no title will pass, until the
State has been paid whatever is the
assessed damage, whatever is the as-
sessed value. And is the State part-
ing with it forever? No. This bill it-
self contains this provision, that
whatever rights are given here are
given only for a period of 50 years,
and that then the State of Maine has
a right to take over this development

proposition, if it sees fit, paying
therefor simply the capital cost,
nothing for this franchise, this in-

tangible franchise which we hear so
much about and which is the third
objection. The objection of the public
utility proposition, the objection of
the location of the lots, and the ob-
jection of the franchise values which
vou are said to be giving away.
Now with reference to the public
iots—1 think I have covered it. That
refers to the public utility aspect,
that this company is not under .the
control of the Public Utilities Com-
mission. Gentlemen, it is not, and
for a simple reason. The Commis-
sion is a regulatory Commission over
public rates. This is not a company
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that is going into the business of
profit making. We have had this co-
operative aspect ol business here this
session in another form and we have

given just as careful attention in
that committee to the co-operative

aspect of farming as we have to the
co-operative aspecet ol the develop-
ment ol power, And the principle
is not one whit diffecrent. And when
the gentlemen came up with a co-
operative marketing  bill, we gave
that just as careful and conscientious
consideration as we have given this.
Are the two measures alike? Quite
similar.  And the reason thercfor is
the  reason for  no  publie  utility
location, because this company is
not to charge rates. It is not
to be profit making . [Every sin-
gle cent that comes to  this
corporation comes by contract with
the people up and down the river
who clect to become the incorpora-
tors.

Now., who are these incorporators?
Here ix the Hdwards Company of Au-
gusta, the Loekwood Company  of
Waterville, The  Hollingsworth  and
Whitney Company ot Waterville, The
Shawmut Manufacturing Company, The
Great Northern of Madison, The Hol-
lingsworth and Whitney Company ol
Madison, The International at Solon,

The Central Maine Power with its
two dams up the river. These are
the incorporators and these incor-

porators are going to pay every cent
of the expense of the building of this
storage reservoir. And how are the
people  going to get their money
back? 3y charging rates? No they

will get their money back by con-
tracts with the companies they rep-
resent, and which have filed these

propositions.

"Now supposing there is somebody
on the river who does not want to
2o in and be an incorporator, or con-
tribute, or pay anything for the wa-
ter that is flowing by. They can
benetit by it just the same as the
others. That water. rolling down to
the sea, that water benefits every
single industrial enterprise on that
river, and whether they go into their

pockets and take a chance on the
development of this power or not,
they are cqually participants, and

they are participants, if they see fit,
without paying a cent.

Now the franchise value. We have
heard it talked that it was worth five
miilion dollars. l.et us see! The
State of Maine has a perfect right to-
day to go up there and develop that

storage reservoir without any con-
stitutional amendments whatever for
the purposes set forth in this bill
and pay for it by public taxation.
That has been answered by the Jus-
tices of the Supreme Court in their
answer to Question One which was
submitted to them two years as o
Then there c¢omes  the
question: has the State
right to charge the power owners,
those who are benefitted down the
river? That is the second question
which was submitted to the Justices;

second
of Maine a

has the State any right to recover
by reuntals or by taxations, the cost
of the big development? And the

Supreme Court said No.”  The Su-
preme Court said that it knew of no
power ot taxation which the State
possessed that could make any sin-
zle power owner down the river who
was benefitted pay a cent for the in-
creased flow which came by his
power site, There is a distinction
which the gentlemen in the other
hranch and the gentlemen here have
not appreciated.  They talk about a
franchize of tremendous value that
ix being given to this corporation for
nothing. This corporation is getting
a franchise, it is getting a franchise
to be a corporarion, and in doing
that, under yvour general law, by just
simply filing down in the Seccretary
of States office, vour articles of in-
corporation, of various corporations
that are formed day by day all over
this State. from one end to the other,
yvou arc giving thesce franchises
away. for the regular fee that is
there paid.—a matter ot general law.

This  corporation is getting its
franchise to be a corporation, but the
value. the difference between the
power cost which will be developed
by this fourteen thousand horse pow-
er increment, that the State has not
any right to charge for now, because
the Supreme Court has said—and
some of belicve wisely—that the State
of Maine was set up as a govern-
mental agency and not as a business
corporation, and that until there was
a Constitutional Amendment the
State of Maine could not charge and
could not go into the business of
private industry. Well now, you are
not asked to give that away, because
the State of Maine does not possess
it. And every cent that this corpora-
tion gets toward defraying the ex-
pense of the construction of that
great storage dam, is to be paid un-
der the inviolable right of contract,
that which every man possesses, that
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which every corporation possesses,
that which the State cannot give and
cannot take away. There is noth-
ing in this franchise proposition that
is Vtan‘e;ible for a minute. This com-
pany asks for permission to invest
private capital up there and to de-
velop that storage—not in the re-
mote future, but now,—and to get the
benefit of this flood water at the
earliest moment, in order that the
citizenship of Somerset County, in
order that the industrial communities
of Kennebec County and in order t]qe
outlying contiguous territory in th.xs
section shall be benefitted, and in
order that industry as a whole in this
State shall go forward. In other
words, gentlemen, they are asking
for this in order that you may have
acts and not words if you want
Maine to go ahead. (Applause.)
Mr. CUMMINGS of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, may 1 say just one word
of comment on my friend, Maher's,
remarks? He says that this was not
organized as a profit-making indus-
try, that not one cent will they get.
Oh, 1 suspected that! What difference
does it make, gentlemen, whether
they get a dividend in cash, or
whether they get $400 worth of wa-

ter for a year which they need in
their business, and which will. save
them t{hat amount of e¢xpenditure?

Not the slightest.

Also, | want to say one word in
relation to the hearings before these
commitiees. I believe that anyone
who is 1n possession of anything that
would be ot use to a committee in a
hearing ought to appear betfore that
committee and state whatever he has
that is ¢1 consequence; and it is true
that before the hearing on that mat-
ter 1 Lknew that the State owned
those lot.. on both sides of the river:

but J was rot here,—l was away on
the work of another committee on
that day. It happened to be assigned

just that way, so that I was not able
to be present. 1 want to state also
that, after the hearing, 1 spoke to
two members of the judiciary com-
mittee in regard to this matter, and,
if 1 can judge anything by what they
said they were very much surprised
that that condition existed, and one
of them particularly expressed him-
self very strongly as to why some-
body had not informed him in regard
to it before.

Mr. BARWISE of Bangor: Mr,
Speaker, 1 do not wish to take but
just a moment of the time of the
House, and I approve of all that my

friend from Augusta, Judge Maher,
has said. One point which 1 think
perhaps he neglected to speak about
was that there has been very carcful
arrangements made by this company
so0 that nobody in this region will be
taken advantage of in the slightest
way. In other words, every square
foot of ground that will be covered
by water in thig development has
already been contracted for by an
option, and the price made satisfac-
tory to the owner. Every single own-
er in this region is getting his price
for his land; everybody in this vil-
lage that is going to be taken away
is getting a fair price, even more
than a fair price,—is getting what
they sav it is worth. The proposed
company has gone so far as to make
arrangements for moving a burial
ground, which is absolutely satisfac-
tory to all the people who have rela-
tives buried on this place. In tact,
everything that could be done to pro-
tect the rights of individuals in this
development has been done. -1 think
we need have none of the fears that
the gentleman from Portland (Mr.
Cummings) has expressed. I think
that he is exaggerating the dangers
from that point. The land, which
belongs to the State, is to be paid for,
and paid for at the rate which a fair
commission of men will say it is
worth, There is to be no “grab,”
either from the State or from private
individuals, in this new development.
This development is merely a devel-
opment to assist Nature in holding
the flow of the river from the time
of the spring flood through the sum-
mer’s drought. That is all that it is.
On the Androscoggin, the laborers
there have not lost a single hours
work since that Aziscoos dam—or
whatever you call it—was built; not
a single hour's work have the labor-
ers lost on that river. while on the
Kennebec they have lost sometimes
two months and sometimes three
months’ time during the year. On
the Penobscot we have a similar ar-
rangement—it is not quite complete
—but our Ripogenous proposition has
stabilized the flow of water so that
we lose very much less time, and the
industrial situation in the east is

very much improved over what it
used to be. Now if this Kennebec
valley can be taken care of in the

same way, we shall have the three
great basins of the State taken care
of, so that industry can be carried on
at its highest pitch. 1 have given
some attention to this matter, and !
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is nothing whereby the
attorney could tind
where anybody s rights were being
infringed wupon or injured in the
slightest degree. 1 hope this bill will
pass.

Mr. CUMMINGS:
Barwise a question
Chair?

The SPHAKER pro tem: The gen-
tleman may state his question.

Mr. CUMMINGS: 1 wish to ask Mr.
Barwise, who has stated that the
price to be paid for this land that is
to be taken is already fixed, what the
price is that they are to pay the
State of Maine, tfor the rights that
they take from the State?

Mr. BARWISE: I meant 1o say
that all the land taken from private
individuals, the price is fixed by op-
tion.

Mr. CUMMINGS: It would follow,
then, that they had fixed the other—

Mr. BARWISE: As 1 understand
the proposition, the land to be taken
from the State is to be settled on
by an impartial commission, but the
price of the land to be taken from
individuals there has already becn
fixed by option, so that no individual
will sufter. 3

The SPEAKERE pro tem: The ques-
tion is on the motion of the gentie-
man from Portland, Mr, Cummings,
to indefinitely postpone. Ils the
House ready for the question?

The question being called ftor, a
viva voce vote was taken, and the
motion to indefinitely postpone was
lost.

Un motion by Mr. Maher of Au-
gusta, the rules were suspended, and
a viva voce vote being taken the
House voted to give the bill its third
reading at the present time, and the
bill was passced to be engrossed in
conecurrence.

(Speaker
Chair.)

there
careful

think
most

May 1 ask Mr.
through the

Holley resumes the

On motion by Mr., Hamilton of

Caribou, the House voted to recon-
sider its action whereby it passed
to be enacted this morning, an act

to amend Section 32 of Chapter 117
of the Revised Statutes, as amended
by Chapter 183 of the Public Laws
of 1917, and by Chapter 152 of the
Public L.aws of 1921, relating to the
Board of State Assessors; and on
further motion by the same gentle-
man the bill was tabled, pending
passage to be enacted.

Mr. DOUGLAS of Lamoine: Mr.
Speaker, 1 wish to take from the
table, House Document No. 329, Re-
solve granting the consent of the
State to the building of a bridge be-

tween “Big Iive Island” and “Hen
Island,” tabled pending assignment

for second reading, and move second
reading.

The SPEAKER: The Chair will
state for the benefit of the members
that upon your calendar this matter
was apparently tabled by Mr. AMec-
Donald of East Machias. This was
an error, and it was tabled by the
gentleman from Lamoine, Mr. Doug-
las, who now moves that House
Document No. 329, Resolve granting
the consent of the State to the build-
ing of a bridge between “Big Five
1sland” and “Hen TIsland” be taken
from the table.

The motion prevailed; and on fur-
ther motion by the same gentleman
the resolve received its sccond read-
ing, under suspension of the rules,
and was passced to be engrosscd.

On motion by Mr. Winn of Lisbon,
it was voted to take from the table
House Document, No. 222, an act re-
lating to the taxation of shares of
bank stock, tabled by that gentle-
man March 9, pending the motion by
Mr. Stitham of Dittsfield to indefinite-
ly postpone.

Mr. WINN: Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
the floor to Mr. Stitham of Pittsfield.

On motion by Mr. Stitham of Pitts-
field that gentleman was granted
permission to withdraw his motion to
indefinitely postpone this bill.

NMr. PLUMMER of Bridgton: Mr.
Speaker, it seems to me that a bill of
a similar nature has been before this
Legislature. and the matter was
thoroughly threshed out before a
competent committee. T think we
should do away with all unnecessary
hearings, and 1 insist on the motion
to indefinitely postpone.

The SPIMAKER: The Chair has al-
ready declared. that unanimous con-
sent was given to the gentleman
from Dittsfield, (Mr. Stitham). to
withdraw his motion; and now does
the gentleman from Bridgton, (Mr.
Plummer) make the motion that the

bill be indefinitely postponed?
Mr. PLUMMER: 1 do, Mr. Speaker.
The SPEAKER: The gentleman

from Bridgton, Mr. Plummer, moves
that this bill be indefinitely post-
poned.
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Mr. STITHAM: of Pittsfield Mr.
Speaker, the statement of the gentle-
man who just spoke that the sub-
ject matter of this bill had been act-
ed upon, 1 cannot agree with., A bill
relating to bank stoeck was before
our committee for consideration. It
was a bill te repeal a law. This bill
is a bill to amend, and I claim that
they are both separate and distinct.
This bill was presented in this House
and was referred to the committee
on Taxation and was sent to the Sen-
ate. The Senate, I believe, refused
to give it a nearing, and 1 feel that
it is a peculiar situation when this
House of Representatives refers a
bill to a committee and the Senate
will not even give the bill a hearing.
Therefore, 1T move, Mr, Speaker, if in
order—

The SPEAKKEIR: There is a motion
before the House to indefinitely post-
pone in concurrence with the Senate.

AMr. STITHAM: 1 say, Mr. Speaker,
that 1 hope and trust this House will
at this time sapport me in withdraw-

ineg my motion to indefinitely post-
pone.
The SPEAKICIR: The gentleman

has already been accorded the privi-

lepe of withdrawing his motion by
the  House by unanimous consent.
The  wentleman from  DBridgton, Mr.

I’lummer. thereupon made a motion
similar 1o that which the gentleman

withdrew, namely, to indefinitely
postpone. The question now is on
the indefinite postponement of the
bill.

M. WINN of Lisbon: Mr. Speaker,

I ¢ertainly hope that the motion of
the gentleman from  Bridgton, Mr.
. Plummer, will not prevail. Since this
bill came in here, it has certainly
had a rough road. Sometime ago, ir
you have read the papers, and 1 think
it was true, this bill came in here,
and was reported in the press of the
State ot Maine identically with the
bill as I understand that Mr. Stitham
has put in. That was withdrawn be-
fore it was read in the House, as 1
understand they had a perfect right
to do: but it would seem to me-—and
T think it will seem so to some of the
rest of the Representatives in this
House—that there must have been
some outside pressure brought to
bear. Now this bill comes in here,
presented by Mr. Stitham in regard
to the raising of tax rate on bank
stock: and while T will not say that
I am particularly in love with the
bill, or anything of that sort, 1 do
believe that it should have due con-

sideration. The bill that 1 presented
here sometime ago 1 cannot
see has anything to do with this.
This bill took its usual course, was
referred to a committee, had a hear-
ing in the committee, and was then
referred back to this House as to
whether it should pass or not. 1
beiieve it should have its fair con-
sideration. A gentleman in the Sen-
ate made the remark that it was
shown before the committee that the
rate was already too high. In reply
to that 1 want to say, gentiemen,
that 1 cannot recall any evidence be-
fore that hearing on the first meas-
ure in regard tg the repeal that tend-
ed to show that the rate was too
low; but contrary to that, the rate
as figured out as ncarly as it can be
gotten by the State Assessors’ De-
partment, | think it should be some-
think like 1% mills. DBut it looks to
me that it we are going to consider
House Bill No. 232, which has already
been advertised and come up for
hearing, that we should certainly

have received House Bill 22Z2. There
may possibly be a slight technical

point there, but., if there is. I do not

believe the best lawyer here in this
House can comb it out with a ftine
tooth c¢omb, owing to the fact that

House 13ill No. 232 is not here. To
my a1ind the House has taken the
proper stand. We have accepted this
bill, and started it on its way, and
I belicve we should not withdraw
from our present position and concur
with the Senate in the indcfinite post-
ponement, and | ccertainly hope that
the motion of the gentleman from
Dridgton, Mr, Plummer, will not pre-
vail.

Mr. CUMMINGS of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, thce guestion here is only
whether this House had a right to
introduce a bill or not. There never
has been any bill like this presented
to this House. The bill that they
refer to was a bill to repeal an ex-
isting law. This is merely and only
a bill to increasc the rate of taxa-
tion on bank stock. Now it does not
interest me particularly whether the

rate should be increased or not. The
thing that does interest me is the

fact that it is a proper bili and that
it is an astonishing discourtesy on
the part of the Senate to indefinitely
postpone a biil that is properly pre-
sented and assigned by this House
to a.committee. I cannot understand
why they should do such a thing.
If this bill is wrong, the committee
would. undoubtedly report ought not
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to pass on it: but to say that this bill

shall die and shall not be referred
to a committee, seems to me a very
arbitrary proceeding, and 1 cannot

understand it.

The SPEAKER: The Chair at this
time will call the attention of the
members to the fact that under the
rules when alscussing a question you
are not allowed the privilege of dis-
cussing the action of the other
branch or remarks made in the other
branch. The Chair has not called
several members to order on the
question, hoping that the members
would realize the situation. The
Chair now recognizes the gentleman
from Lamoine, Mr. Dougtlas.

Mr. DOUGLAS  of
Speaker, I was rising on that same
question, and to move that the re-
marks in regard to the discourtesy of
the  Senate be stricken  from  the
tecord.

M. HAMILTON  of Caribou: Mr.
Speaker, [ feel that in this matter
we o have certainly taken a wrong
stand. There is no reason in my mind
why a matter like this should not be
be discussed and taken up by the

Lamoine: Mr.,

comimittce in its regular order. The
main argument put forth by those
who did not wish to repeal the law

of 1921 whereby we Look away the
self-government of our little towns
and brought it up here to Au Lusta—
was that they wanted the rate stable.

They were willing to pay the tax, but
they wanted it uniform. Now this
does not make it different
from the other ones. In
my  own town it takes  $2.500
out of the people and puts it into
these banks there,” banks that arc

prosperous and have been for the last
thirty sycars under local self-govern-
ment. And it seems to me that when
you shut off matters like this, vou
must account later on to the people
yYou represent, and it secms to me
right and fair that a matter like this
should be referred to the proper
committee. 1 have no comment to
make on what others might do in
other places, but it seems to be that
the fair-minded men of this House—
and T have found you to be such—
will take this matter into congsidera-
tion, let this Dbill take its natural
course, and its results we will abide
by. 1 thank you.

Mr. ARCHIBALD of Houlton: Mr.
Speaker, T wish to say a very, very
little. Tn the first place it is ex-
tremely significant that while it is

claimed that there is no similarity
between this bill and the prior bill
considered by this House, yet it is
very difficult to see any difference
between the personnel of the pro-
ponents of this once and that of the
former. It seems to me as if in their
minds they are more or less inter-
woven.  Now that former bill was
discussed and it was disposed of: and
while the gentleman from Portland,
(Mr. Cummings), thinks this should
have the consideration of a commit-
tee, it was not but a very few mom-
ents ago when he was willing to
state that the consideration that
some committee had in relation to
the treport on a bill of which he did
did mnot entirely approve could he
very casily gotten away from by the
members of that committee them-
selves it they were willing to depart
from the committee report whieh they
had previously signed. Now this
matter is in everybody’s mind. There
iz no need of discussing it. We know
just exaetly what the provision of
this bill is, and, so far as the county
of Aroostook is concerned, with the
interests there and in the condition
that they are, with the nccesgity of
atablizing banking conditions, and
with the dependence that particular
scection has today upon our banking
institutions, 1 teel it very unwise at
this time to agitate this guestion
further, and 1 feel that we should
sustain the action of the Senate and
concur with them.

The STIIAKIR: The question is on
the maotion of the gentleman from
IBridgton, Mr, Plummer, that this bill
be indefinitely postponed. As many
as are in favor of the indefinite post-
panement of the Bill will sayv aye:
those opposed, no.

A viva voce vote being doubted,

A division of the House was had,

Forty-five having voted in the af-
firmative and 63 in the negative. the
motion to indefinitely posipone was
lost.

On motion by Mr. Stitham of Pitts-
feld, the House voted to insist upon its
former action, and that a committee of
conference he appointed.

Thereupon, the Chair appointed as
conferees on the part of the House.
Messrs, Stitham of Pittsfield, Winn of
Liehan, and Hamilton of Caribou.

On motion by Mr. Reed of Harmony.
Adjourned until tomorrow morning
at nine o'clock.



