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HOUSE

Tuesday, March 6, 1923
The House met according to ad-
journment and was called to order
by the Spcaker.
P'rayer by the Rev. Mr. Graham of
RRandolph.
Journal of previous sessgion
and approved,

read

Papers from the Scenate disposed of
in concurrence.
sSenate

Bills in First Reading

Senate 115: An Act to amend Sec-
tion 1 of Chapter 8 of the Revised
Statutes, relating to the Supreme
Judicial Court.

Senate 82 Resolve appointing a
committee of investigation to procure
plans and c¢stimates for a State li-
brary building.

Senate 91 An Act to amend Scction
32 of Chapter 117 of the Revised
Statutes, as amended by Chapter 183
of the Public Laws of 1917 and by
Chapter 152 of the Public Laws of
1921, relating to the board of State
ARBCRSOrE,

Senate 156: Resolve in favor of the
State School for Toys for main-
tenance and other purposes.

I'rom the Senate: Report of  the
cominittee on temperance on bill, An
Act making it unlawful for any per-
fon to have intoxicating liquors in
his possession in any public place,
reporting same in a new draft under
same title, and that it ought to pass.

In the Senate, report read and ac-
cepted, and the bill passed to be en-
grossed.

In the House, report read and ac-
cepted in concurrence, and on mo-
tion by Mr. Rounds of Portland the
bill was tabled pending second read-
ing.

From the Senate:
committee on salaries and fees re-
porting ought not to pass on bill
An Act to increasc the salary of the
clerk of courts of Franklin county,
which report was accepted in the
House Ttebruary 1, 1923,

In the Senate, bill re-committed to
the committee on Salaries and Fees
in non-concurrence.

Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, that bill was heard before
a committee very early in this ses-
sion, and it was the unanimous re-

Report of the

port of the committee that the bill
ought not to pass. It scems to me
that we ought to adhere to our for-
mer position of “ought not to pass.”

Mr. MORRISON of Phillips: Mr.
Spealker and Gentlemen  of  the
House: This is a matter which 1 think
vou will all agree with me concerns
only IFranklin county, because the
satary of the clerk of courts of
Ifranklin county is paid by that
county; and I think the great ma-
jority of the citizens of that county
feel that the clerk of  courts, Mr.
Small of Farmington, is not receiv-
ing a salary in proportion to those
received  in other  counties. The
delegation here from I'ranklin
county, consisting of four Represen-
tatives and one Senator, are all in
favor of this increase, and it was the
understanding of the delegation from
I"ranlklin count;r with the committee
that before this committee reported,
the delegation from Tranklin county
would offer to that committee a writ-
ten rccommendation  of  what they
thought it was proper for the clerk
of courts of that county to reccive.
Tefore they had an opportunity to
do this, the bill was reported. Jt
has been held up in the Senate with
a motion there to ‘recommit to the
committee: and 71 think that it should
20 hack to the committee and be de-
liberated over again. Therefore, |
hope that the Housce wil concur with
the Senate in recommitting this bill
to the committee.

The SPTNAKIMR: Does the gentle-
man from Phillips, Mr. Morrison,
make the motion that we recede and
concur with the Senate?

Mr. MORRISON: Yes, T do, A

Speaker.
The SPICAKWR: The gentleman
from Phillips, JMr. Morrison, moves

that we recede and concur with the
Senate. Under our rules that motion
takes precedencc of the motion to ad-
here.

Mr, ROUNDS: Mr. Speaker, 1 do not
like to be threatened by any man,
and 1 want to go on record as against
this. I am only one, but T do not
propose to be threatened in this
I.egislature by any man. I come here
of 1y own free will, and, as long as
I stay. 1 ealculate to stay in the
same way. The chairman of our
delegation received a very threaten-
ing letter, and [, for one, want to
vote against the bill on  account of
that letter.

The SPEAKER: The question is on
the motion of the gentleman from
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T’hillips, Mr. Morrison, that the House
recede and concur with the Senate
in recommitting the bill to the com-
mittee on salaries and fees. Is the
House ready for the question?

A viva voce vote being doubted,

A division of the House was had,

Eighty-seven having voted in the
affirmative and 28 in the negative,

the motion to recede and concur with
Senate prevailed.

Message from the Governor
STATE OF MAINE,

Office of the Governor
Augusta, March 6, 1923

To the Honorable Senate and House
of TRepresentatives of the 8lst
Legislature:

T return herewith without my ap-
proval,

Resolve, in favor of the Commis-
sioner of Agriculture, for carrying out
the provisions of Chapter 81 of the
Public Taws of 1921.

This Resolve appropriates §6000
“annually” to be cxpended by the
Commissioner of Agriculture in in-
vestigating and furnishing ‘“satate-
ments to shippers and other intcrest-
ed parties as to the quality and con-
ditlon of fruits, vegetables, dairy and
other perishable farm products.” Un-
der the existing law the sum of
$3000 i= appropriated for this waork.
The activities of the Department of
Agriculture cover a wide range and
its four divisions of plant industry,
markets, inspections and animal hus-
bandry bring the department in
touch with the agricultural situation
throughout the State. Tn the year
1922 the department spent $231.163.77.
At the present time [ belicve that the
State cannot afford to increase the
appropriation in qguestion for 1 be-
lieve that the farmers of the State
especially need relief from the bur-
dens of taxation.

If our several departments are
given practically the same amounts
for 1924 and 1925 that they had in
the past two years it is about all the
State can afford. TFrom the com-
mittee reports that are coming into
the T.egislature T estimate that the
State tax rate will be not less than
cioht mills ver vear, and it is rap-
idly approaching nine mills. To im-
pose such taxes upon the people of
thizs State would be a severe hard-
shin and T helieve the legislators
will proceed cantiously when thew
realize what this means and what is
likelv to happen if a halt is not
called.

I have just approved three appro-
priations of $10,000 each, or a total
of $30,000 for Scientific Investigation,
Highmoor Farm, and Animal Hus-
bandry. This Legislature also will
appropriate as special aid to the
farming interests approximately $50,-
000 a year, or a.total of $100,000, for
co-operative, agricultural and sup-
plemental extension work, and these
resolves I shall approve, In view of
the present situation 1 believe the
State should not increase the appro-
priation for the work outlined in the
accompanying Resolve. Tf additional
“statements” are needed the work of
preparing them probably can be di-
vided up among the employees of the
department without imposing an un-
duly heavy burden upon them and
without increasing the cost.

I desire to call your attention to
the word “annually” in the Resolve
before you. This means that the

present lLegislature seeks to deter-
mine the amount of appropriations
that succeeding legislatures shall
make for this work. T believe it is
dangerous and unwise for one legis-
lature to attempt to guide succeed-
ing legislatures on the question of
appropriations. Fach legislature has
the rvesponsibility for imposing taxes
and for spending them. A practice
has grown up in previous State ad-
ministrations to pass “continuing”
appropriation acts and today this
Legislature is hampered by acts that
have been passed in previous years.
There is no reason why the Legisla-
ture of 1921 should have dictated to
the Legislature of 1923 on appropria-
tions, nor should the present Legis-
lature attempt to pass appropria-
tion bills for the Legislature that
will convene two yvears hence.

Should this practice continue it
ultimately will mean that legisla-
tures will find themselves in a posi-
tion where fixed charges and ‘“con-
tinuing annual” appropriations will
absorb all the State's income. At the
present time by reason of certain
mill taxes and “continuing” appro-
priations we have a basis tax rate
of approximately 5 1-2 mills that has
been imposed upon us by those who
handled the affairs of State in the
vears gone by. As for myself 1
should like to see this sort of fin-
ancing done away with, for every
legislature should assume full res-
ponsibility for the appropriations it
makes and for the taxes it levies.

T have another objection to this
Resolve because an existing statute
cannot be amended by a resolve. The
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present law relating to the state-
ments to be prepared on the crop
situation is an “Act” and is to bhe

found in the Revised Statutes. If this
“Act” is to be amended it must be

amended by an Act and not by a
resolve. An Act is a provision of
law that continues from year to

vear, while a resolve is of a transi-
tory nature and cnce its functions
are performed it ceases to operate.
Cave should be exercised in these
matters it the official records of the
State are to be kept in a proper
form.

1 cannot approve the Resolve pre-
sented to me: first, on account of its
being double the amount appropri-
ated in previous years: second, be-
cause it 13 o continuing annual ap-
propriation: and third, because the
form of the Resolve does not comply
with the requirements of our Stat-
utes.

Respectfully submitted,

PIERCIVAL P. BAXTER
Governor of Maine.

(Signed)

The SPEAKER: The question is
shall this resolve become a law not-
withstanding the objections of the
Governor?

Mr. HAMILTON of Caribou: T
would like to ask the Chair if it
would be in order to lay that on the
table?

The SPEAKER- It is in order if
assigned for a day certain within a
week.

Tabled by Mr. Hamilton of Cari-
bou, and especially assigned for
Thursday, March 8.

The following bills and resolve
were received and upon recommen-
dation of the committee on reference
of bills were referred to the follow-
ing committees:

Agriculture

T3y Mr  Cummings of Portland:
An Act to amend Section 8 of Chap-
ter 38 of the Revised Statutes relat-
ing to local sealers of weights and
measures.

Appropriations and Financial Afrairs
3y Mr. Heal of Weston: Resolve
in favor of William A. Heal, secre-
tary of the committee on sanato-
riums..
Fdueantion

By AMr. Kitchen of Presdque lsle:
An Act to amend Chapter 217 ol the
Public Laws of 1419 relating to ap-
propriation for normal schools and
Madawaska Training School.

By AMrs. Pinkham of [fort Kent:
An Act to amend Seation 56, Chapter
188 of the Public Laws of 1917, re-
lating to the time of eleeting super-
intendent of schools

(5000 copies ordered printed.)

Judiciary

By Mr. Bradbury of Newport: An
Act to amend Section 30 of Chapter
64 ol the revised statutes, relating to
the issuing ol burial and transporta-
tion permits by sub-registrars.,

{510 copies ordered printed.)

3v. Mr. Phillips ol Orrington: An
Act to provide for a tfull time state
highway commission, amending Chap-
ter 25 of the revised statutes relative
to state highways.

(500 copics ordered printed.)

By My Boulter of Kittery: An Act
to amend Secction 5 Chapter 64, re-
vised statutes, relating to marrviage
and its solemnization.

{H00 copies ordercd printed.)

Legal Affairs

By Mr. Rounds of Portland: An
Act to amend Rection 23 of Chapter
26 of the revised statutes relating to
registration of automobiles.

(500 copies ordered printed.)

By Mr. Story of Washburn: An
Act to regulate the width of tires on
animal-drawn vehicles used for car-

rying heavy loads on ways and
bridges

(500 copies ordered printed.)

By Mr. Boulter of Kittery: An Act

to amend Section 1 of Chapter 88 of
the revised statutes relating to ap-
pointment of trial justices.

(500 copies ordered printed.)

3y Mr. Chalmers of Bangor: An
Act to establish a new procedure for
the hearing and determination of
small claims.

(500 copies ordered printed.)

Ways and Bridges

By Mr. Ramsdell of Milo: An Act
to amend Section 6 of Chapter 25 of
the revised statutes as amended by
Chapter 258, Public Laws ot 1917, and
by Chapter 215, Public Laws ot 1921,
relating to authority in genera!) of
the state highway commission.

(500 copies ordered printed.)

By Mr. DPhillips of Orrington: An
Act to create a state road fund, and
amending Section %, of Chapter 154,
of the Public Laws of 1917.

(500 copies ordered printed.)

Orders
On motion by Mr.
gusta, it was

Martin of Au-
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Ordered, that the Governor be re-
quested to return to the House Bill,
an Act to amend Section 52 of Chap-
ter 117 of the revised statutes, as
amended by Chapter 34 of the Public
l.aws of 1919, relating to the Board
ot ostcopathiec examination and reg-
istration.

The SPHAKICR: TThe Chair pre-
sents, out of order, it it be the pleas-
uire of the Fouse, Bill, an Act to
amend Section 52 of Chapter 117 of
the revised statutes, as amended by

(Chapter 34 of the Public Laws ot
1919, relating to the board ot osteo-
pathic examination and registration.

On motion by AMr. Martin of Au-
gusta, the
its action whereby this bill  was
passcd to be cnacted: on further mo-
tion by the same gentleman, the
House voted to reconsider its action
wherchy this bilt was passed to be
engrosed.

Mr. MARTIN: |
amendment A.

On motion by Mr. AMleDonald ot [sast
Machias, the bill and amendment
were tabled, pending adoption of the
amendment, and 504 copies ot the
amendment were ordered printed.

now ofter House

Reports of Committes
Mr. Hayford from the committee
on banks and banking on [ill, an Act
relating to loan and bulldings asso-

clations, reports that the same
ought not to pass because the sub-

jeet matter is covered in another bill.

Samec gentleman from the same
committee reported same on Bill, an
Act to allow loan and building asso-
ciation to issue paid up stock.

Reports read and accepted and sent
up for coneurrence.

Mr. Hale from the committee on
legal affairs on Bill, an Act to ex-
empt certain property constructed
and used for charitable purposes
from taxation, reported that legisla-
tion thereon is inexpedient.

Report read and accepted and sent
up for concurrence.

Mr. Barwise from the committee on
education on Bill, an Act to amend
Section 78, Chapter 16 of the revised
statutes to provide transportation for
pupils who live on islands on which
there are no secondary schools and
from which regular transportation
lines are established, reported same
in a new draft under same title and
that it ought to pass.

House voted to reconsider

Mr. Goldthwaite trom the commit-
tee on sea and shore fisheries on DBill,
an Act for the better protection of
clams within the limits of the town
of Roque DBluffs reported same in a
new draft under the same title and
that it ought to pass.

Reports read and accepted and the
new drafts ordered printed under the
joint rutes.

Mr. Siddall from the committee on
legal affairs reported ought to pass
on I3ill, an Act to amend Section 10Y
of Chapter 16, Section 23 of Chavter
10, Seetion 52 of Chapter 82 and Sec-
tion 82 of Chapter 86 of the revised
statutes relating to Armistice Day,
Nov. 11th.

Report read

and accepted, and the
bill  having already been printed
(Senate Document No. 31) was recad
twice under a suspension of the rules
and tomorrow assigned.

Mr. Clarke from the same c¢commit-
tee reported same on  BBill, an Act
relating to Good Templar's Hall in
Dexter.

Mr. Littlefield from the committee
on sca and shore fisheries reported
same on Bill, an Act relating to tak-
ing of clams in Machiasport.

Reports read and accepted and the
bills ordcred printced under the Joint
Qules.
First

Reading of Printed Bills

Resolves

and

House 223: An Act to amend Chap-
ter 141 of the Private and Special
Liaws of 1921, relative to the office of
city clerk of the city of Lewiston.

House 224: An Act to amend re-
vised statutes, Chapter 117, Section

45, as amended by Chapter 214, Pub-

lic Laws 1919, as further amended
by Chapter 219 of Public Laws of
1921, restoring the amount for clerk

hire in office of register of probate in
Washington County to same rate as
in 1922 and the three years preced-
ing.

House 226: An Act to amend Sec-
tion 33 of Chapter 81 of the revised
statutes, relative to notice of sale.

House 227: An Act to amend Chap-
ter 206 of the private and speciat
laws of 1907, entitled An Act addi-
tional to Chapter 174 of the private
and special laws of 1903, relating to
the West Branch Driving and Reser-
voir Dam Company.

House 229: An Act to amend Sec-
tion 45, Chapter 117, revised statutes,
as amended in 1917, 1914 and 1921,
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relating to clerk hire in the office of

clerls of courts in Waldo County.
Housc 231:

the Auburn
House 242:

An Act to Incorporate
Water District.
An Act to amend Sec-

tion 1 and 7 of Chapter 182, Public
Laws of 191% rclative to commit-

nients to the State Reformatory for
Men,

House 2411 An Act to amend Sce-
tion 39, Chapter 117, Revised Statutes,
as antended in 1917, 1919 and 14921,
relating 1o salaries of Registers of
I'robate.

House 25 An Act to amend Sec-
tion 17 of Chapter 182 of the Public
Taw = ol 1919, relating to competitive
bids in construction work for the
State Reformawsry for Men,

House 249:  An Act to authorize
the Register of Deeds of the South-
crn Registery District for the county
of Aroostook to certify records.

House 250: An Act to cure de-
fect in the orviginal organization of
Madigan Memorial Hospital, a char-

itable and  benevolent corporation,
and to validate the doings of said
corpoiation and officers thercofl since
its organization.

THouse 251 An Act to amend Sce-
tion 1 of Chapter 145, Revised Stat-
utes, relating to FHospital Trustees.

House 237: An Act to make valid
the doings of the Penobscot County
Water Company, and to define and
confirm its powers.

ITouse 262:  An Act to extend the
Time lamit for Kxcercising the Cor-
porate Powers of the Great PPond
Railway Company.

House 263: An Act entitled "An
Act to amend an Act to provide a
Charter for the city of Gardiner,” as
amended by Chapter 126 of the Dri-
vate and Special L.aws of 19817,

House 225: Resolve providing tor
the purchase of history of Aroostook.

House 228: Resolve appropriating
money to repair Eastport Bridge.

House 230: Resolve in aid of
Navigation on Moosehead Lake.

House 243: Resolve providing a
State Pension for Charles E. Brad-
ford of Carmel.

House 246: Resolve for State I’en-
sion for Rena Cooley.

House 247: Resolve in favor of
Alonzo E. Peabody of Dixmont, for
State Pension.

House 24%: Resolve providing for
the purchase of ‘“Music and Musi-
cians” of Maine.

House 251: Resolve in favor of
John A. McDonald, Secretary of the
Committee on Insane Hospitals, for
Committee ISxpenses.

House 255: Resolve for State Pen-
sion for Annie D. McLean.

House 256: Resolve in tavor of
bridge between Howland and En-
Hedd.

258: Resolve in favor of
Brann of Augusta for State

HHouse
Olive [0,
PPenrion.

flouse 2hY%: Resolve increasing the
State Pension of Meldon Nealley of
Drewer.

House 260 Resolve increasing the
State 'ension of Catherine Nelligan
of Brewer, .

House 261: Resolve providing for
the Purchase of “AMaine 1783-1815."
PPassed to be Engrossed
Senate 77: An Act to amend Sec-
tion 40. Chapter 127 of the Reviscd
Statutes relating to Prosecutions for
the violation of laws regarding sale
and manufacture  of [ntoxicating

Liguors,

House 219:  An Act to accept the
provisions of the Act of Congress or
the United States, approved Novem-
betr 23, 1921, entitled ‘An Act for the
promotion of the wellfare and hygiene
of Maternity and Infaney and for oth-
er purposes.”

The SPEAKER: The Chair wishes
to state at this time that it is well
for the members to give their keon-
est attention to the passage of bills
to be enacted and the final passage
of resolves.

Passed to be KEnacted

An Act to amend Section 11 of
Chapter 211 of the Private and Spec-
Special Laws of 1895, as amended by
Chapter 101 of the TPrivate and
Special Laws of 1909, as amended by
Chapter 146 of the Trivate and Spec-
ial l.aws of 1915, as amended by
(Chapter 35 ol the Private and Special
Laws of 1919, reiating to the salary
of the Recorder of the Bangor Muni-
cipal Court.

An Act to amend Chapter 14H of
the Private and Special Laws of 1887,
as amended by Chapter 142 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1908 and
by Chapter 107 of the Private and
Special lL.aws of 1907, relating to
Sewerage in the town of Houlton.

An Aect to amend Chapter 21 of
the Private and Special Laws of 1905,
as amended by Chapter 348 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1909,
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relating to the Houlton Water Com-
pany.

An Act to amend Section 26 of
Chapter 219 of the Public Laws of
1917, as amended by Chapter 244 of
the Public Laws of 1917 and Chapter
196 of the Public Laws of 1919 and
Chapter 218 of the Public Laws of
1921, relating to the taking of smelts
in the tributaries to Sebago Lake.

An Act to amend Section 56 of
Chapter 96 of the Revised Statutes,
relating to Liens on Vehicles.

An Act to amend Sections 38 and
39 of Chapter 8 of the Revised Stat-
utes, rclating to the Suspension by
the Governor of Open Season for
Hunting.

An Act to create a Board of Road

Commissioners in the town of Mt,
Desert.
An Act to amend Scction 11 of

Chapter 127 of the Revised Statutes,
relating to Search Warrants for
Implements ot Gambling. '
An Act to extend the Charter of the
Fastern Maine Railroad.
An Act to amend Section 50 of

Chapter 55 of the Revised Statutes,
as amended by Chapter 131 of the
Public Laws of 1917, authorizing
Complaint by a Utility against it-
self, and empowering the Public
Ttilities Commission to order re-
fund.

An Act to Incorporate the Grand
Temple Pythian Sisters of Maine.

An Act to amend Section 3 of
Chapter 325 of the Private and Spec-
ial Laws of 1897, as amended by
Chapter 17 of the Private and Special
Laws of 1909, as amended by Chapter
101 of the Private and Special Laws
of 1919, relating to Clerk Hire by the
Judge of the Municipal Court of Wa-
terville.

An Act to amend the 18th Para-
graph of Section 43 of Chapter 117
of the Revised Statutes, relating to
the Time of Payments by Registers
of Deeds to County Treasurers.

An Act to legalize and make valid
the doings of the Inhabitants of the
town of Brooklin, at the annuai town
meeting held on the sixth day of
March, 1922,

An Act to amend Sections 34 and
75 of Chapter 211 of the Public Laws
of 1821, relating to Motor Vehicles.

An Act to amend Chapter 3, Sec-
tion 31, of the Revised Statutes, re-
lating to Printing and Binding of Re-
ports of certain State Departments.

An Act to establish a Game Sanc-

tuary in the city of Bangor and
county of Penobscot.

An Act to prohibit the use of beam
trawls in the waters of Sedgwick
Harbor, known as DBenjamin’s River.

An Act to extend the Charter of
the IPenobscot Valley Gas Company.

An Act additional to Chapter 144
of the revised statutes, relating to
juvenile institutions.

Passed
a state pension

Finally

Resolve providing
for Maria N. Varrell, .

Resolve to increase the pension of
Liester Patten of Hermon.

Resolve to inecrease the statc pen-
sion ot Charles D). Preble ot Kittery.

Resolve providing for the purchasc
of reports of the commemoration of
a century of peace bhetween  the
United States and Canada of the
Maine State Bar Association.

Resolve in favor of the board of
registration of medicine.

Resolve in favor of Mary li. Ames,
of Stockton Springs, for state pen-
sion.

Resolve in favor of Mary S.
man for state pension.

Resolve in favor of state pension
for Levi Holden.

Resolve to place the flags of Maine
in the World War in the Hall of
I'lags.

Hill-

Orders of the Day

The SPEAKER: CUnder orders of
the day the first to be taken up is
tabled and assigned for today, and
the Chair presents, “Report of com-
mittee on towns on Act to divide the
town of Jonesport and incorporate
the town of Beals” The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from Portland,
Mr. Rounds.

Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr.,
Speaker and gentlemen of this House,
{ move that the bill be substituted
tfor the report, the report of the com-
mittee being, “ought not to pass.” Now
Mr. Speaker and gentlemen, many
vears ago this island was inhabited
by some of the old stock—Yankees—
from the town of Cape Klizabeth. It
has been a small tfishing hamlet ever
since and has now grown to the size
of almost 600 people. These people
have been denied the privilege of
schools that they should have, and
they have been hurt in other ways,
but still they have grown from a
small fishing hamilet until now they
have ten private electric light plants,
three boat shops, six grocery stores,
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one dry-goods store and post office

combined, two lobster pounds, one
machine shop, one 65 ftoot lobster
smack in - construction, three fish
stands, one smoked herring stand,
one boneless fish tactory, seven lob-
ster dealers., 600,000 lobsters taken
from that place last year, 700,000

cured fish, 60 tons ot boned tish boned
this winter, a valuation increased
over $12,000 this year. and an in-
crease in population of 5Z2-—mostly
babies, and four new churches.
They do not need many doctors on
that island nor any board of health,
but their schools have not been Kkept
up. and [ want to say that when the
wind is from the northeast and the
tide is falling, it is hard work for
them to get across from the island,
and this winter especially it has been
hard for them to
at all. In the hearing it was pointed
out that there were only four stu-
dents who wanted to go to the nigh
school but it ‘has since been shown
that there were 21 last year and there
will be 29 this year who will want
to g» to high school, and there is no
- high school there to go to. ‘'hose
29 scholars are entitled to education
as well as the scholars from (he rest
of the town of Jonesport. in the
hearing it was said that Beals lsland
was a detriment to the whole town
of Jonesport, during the last five
years, to the extent of $5,000. But
now it is different. 'T'hey were not
given any credit for the school money
that they paid or for the roads that
they helped maintain on the main-
land, although they have only a very
few rouads there, and it was a shame.

Two years ago they came here and
asked to be separated and the re-
port of the committee was, “‘ought not
to pass,” and the committee report
was sustained and | was one of those
who helped sustain the report of the
committee, but I have since seen the
tight of day and 1 think, gentlemen
of this House, that any supreme
court or any justice of the supreme
court would not need half the evi-
dence of abuse that they have taken,
in order to grant a divorce to a man
.and wite. Theretore, | think it is
right that they should be separated.
Only last spring they voted to put in
a furnace and fix the cellar of the
school house on the island, and what
has been the consequence? That man
came here and read his report—first
he doubted the vote, and the next
time they got it more, and what has
been the consequence? He told them

get any schooling’
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not to record the vote. They went
home and supposed that they were
going to have a school house so that
the children might go to school this
winter, but when summer came he
said that there was no such vote re-
corded and they did not get any turn-
ace until the state superintendent of
public schools had to step in and
fix it so they could get the furnace.
But the selectmen of Jonesport would
not do a thing and the inhabitants of
Beal's Island came across and got the
furnacc and now the schoo!l, to be
sure, is heated.

Now | want.to read to you part of
4 letter from one of the gentlemen
who came here and spoke before the
committee:

“Your insinuating reference to
tears of Mrs. Carver which she was
unable to prevent during her appeal
for an annex to the school building
at Beals. That you had no intent to
recoznize a mother’s love or a moth-
e¢r’s hopes for her oftfspring was so
apparent that the listeners were
shocked to hear you incorporate the
intimation that it represented hypo-
crisy and affectation for ultervior pur-
poses. My God, AMr. Stevens, is it
possibie that a mother cannot indulge
her heart’s tenderness under stressed
circumstances without being subject-
ed to a dose of sarcasm. ls the moth-
erhood of this community expected
to be as cold hearted as a cold, cal-
culating, hard headed business man?
Must mother’s feelings for her Kind,
who, are her own, be so trigid that
she cannot express herself except in
terms of dollars and cents when talk-
ing about the life’s interest of her
children? Have you so far forgotten
the solicitude of your mother that
her tears and prayers cannot be re-
membered? Must mothers be denied
this privilege and priceless treasure
of tenderness and tears? Must moth-
ers be called to account when she
faces a situation that insists upon
such overflow of this divine instinct?
For what purpose was it given her,
if not in some neecded instances to
allow it to become an appeal to those
who had apparently died to those
sentiments. I am confident that what-
ever value there is in your life it is
largely because your mother lived for
you, bore tender solicitude for you,
worked for you and your interests
and it would be a noble thing tor you
and all others to emulate that spirit
and help to carry its significance in
the most practical ways into the lives
of the youth of this Township. It
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would have given your name more
fame to have given your support to
the needs of the children of Beals,
although probably less favor with
some of your Jonesport triends. If I
am privileged at some future time to
hear your voice in public | trust
that it may be free from such ob-
jectionable expressions. 1 wish to
add in closing that these observations
are offered in the kindest but wound-
ed feelings.
Very truly pyours,

L. B. ROCKWELL."”

Now it was stated in the hearing
that Mr. John A. Beal was one of
the strongest opponents to this
measure. Here is a telegram which
I will read:

“C. H. Beal
Lawrence House
Augusta, Maine.

1 have not given anyone authority
to use my name against Beals. My
attitude is for separation.

JOHN A. BEAL.”

On top of that we have a petition
herce signed by thirty
voters in the said town, and it does
.seem  strange that they came here
with no representative on the part
of the town in the town affairs,—
that they should not have the right
to say what they should do because
it was said by the opponents to this
measure that they could take care
of themselves.

Now, gentlemen, all these pecople
ask is a square deal and I hope you
will see your way clear to give them
a sguare deal on the matter of this
hill. T have been asked not to say
anything against this separation.
Now T do not know, perhaps, as much
about this as I do about Casco Bay,
but I know that they have been used
wrong because a larger majority live
on the mainland. Therefore, 1 hope
the bill will be substituted for the
report.

Mr. SMITH of Ludlow: Mr.
Speaker and gentlemen, this report

was the unanifmous report of the
committee. At the hearing on the
matter before the committee both

sides were presented in a very ca-
pable manner and there did not seem
to be sufficient evidence to warrant
a favorable report. Beals TIsland
seems to have prospered in the last
two vears. Their schools are better
and they have a junior high school.
The principal difficulty seems to be
the want of a high school on the isl-
and. They claim that the crossing

people, all -

between the Island and the mainland
is dangerous.

Now gentlemen, I would like to ask
you how many towns in the State of
Maine with a population of Iless
than 600 can maintain a high school?
In the committee hearing we did not
find evidence enough to bring in a
report in favor of the bill and 1 hope
the motion of the gentleman from
Portland, (Mr. Rounds), will not pre-
vail.

Mr. McDONALD of East Machias:
Mr. Speaker and gentlemen of the
Legislature, as a representative to
this Legislature from the adjoining
district, I wish to impress upon the
members of this House the feeling
in that locality in regard to this bill.
This is net the first time that this
matter has been called to the at-
tention of the Legislature. Two
vears ago it was up before this Leg-
islature and referred to the proper
committee and they reported,
“ought not to pass.” It has been re-
ferred to a committee of this Legis-
jature, the Committee on Towns, and
they have unanimously reported on
this bill. and as Mr. Rounds says one
of the chief claims ot the people of
Beals was on this matter of schools.
But this has bheen thoroughly taken
care of by the gentleman who just
spoke, (Ar. Smith). There are many
towns very much larger, not only in
our community but all over the State
of Maine, that are not able to sup-
port a high school. In my own lo-
cality we have at least eight towns
without a high school, many of them
with a population of over 600 people.
Now, I do not think this lack of a
high school is of itself any hardship
to the people of Beals, but I think
the main question is not the matter
of schools Il is another matter en-
tirely. There are very extensive fish-
ing industries on the Island of Beals
which today are controlled by people
in Jonesport, people who are do-
ing business in Jonesport, They have
been controlling this business It
is their business and they have ex-
pended enormous sums of money, and
the factories that take care of the
fish brought from the Island of Beals
are located ir Jonesport and are the
property of the people of Jonesport
and it seems to me that they right-
fully belong to the people who have
heen doing business there for years
and years, and I think it would be
a great mistake for this Legislature
to interfere with the business of
those people. T think it would be
opening up the matter to endless Iiti-
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gation to incorporate the town of
Beals because as the town of Beals
is incorporated the rights of these
people in this regard are entirely
taken away from them, and it is the
:selectmen of Beals who will control
that business.

Mr. Rounds has referred to the Isl-
ands of Casco Bay. We people in
that community are perfectly willing
that Mr. Rounds should have author-
ity to speak about those islands, and
‘how they are taken care of hut we
feel that we want something to say

about how our towns down there
shall be handled.
Mr. ROUNDS: Mr. Speaker and

gentlemen, I come here as a repre-
sentative of the State of Maine, not
-of Casco Bay, nor of Washington
County. I come here for the interest
of the whole State and I want to say
that 1 have a right to speak on a
‘matter which concerns any county in
this State and T do not want any-
body to say that T have not, because
1 am right here to speak on that
question and therefore I want to say

here that these people have given
those fishing rights. That was the
objection two yvears ago, but this

yveayr they put it right in the bill that
they should have the rights. There
is one¢ man who is chairman of the
Board »f Relectmen and he is the man

who is trying to do this. He says,
“Are Tou illing if you change

the sea and shove fisheries?’ Yes, we

are willing, but if you do change
them we are not willing. Why,
gentlemen, it loocks as though

conniving he-
and the Sea

there were some
tween the selectmen
and Shore TIisheries Commission,
but if they should have a new
commission they would control the
vote and therefore T say it is time
that we divorce that island from the
mainland az they are now trying to
do. T tell vou.  if ¥ were living
on one of those islands and could
see what was going on and how they
were being used, you would not for
a minute say but what there should
be another town. The people of the
town of Jonesport. while they are
smoking their pipes on these cold
winter days and the sturdy sons of
this island go down in their dories
and fishing boats and catch the fish,
while the fellow on the mainland
smokes his pipe beside a nice warm
fire, have nothing to do but cure
the fish and take the profit. and the
fishermen have to take just what
they give them because the ice is so

that they cannot get near them, and
therefore they want to establish
their own town, and they will do it
if we give them the chance.

The SPEAKER: The question is on
the motion of the gentleman from
Portland, Mr. Rounds, that the bill
be substituted for the report.

A viva voce vote being doubted

A division of the House was had,

Twenty-eight having voted in the
affirmative and eighty-four having
voted in the negative, the motion to
substitute the bill for the report was
lost.

The SPEAKER: The question now
before the House Is the acceptance
of the report of the committee,
“ought not to pass.”

On motion by Mr. Smith of Ludlow
it was voted to accept the report of
the committee.

On motion by Rr. Downing of Ban-
gor the House voted to reconsider its
action whereby Bill, an Act requir-
ing an excise tax to be paid on ail
cigarette, cigarette tobacco and cig-
arette papers sold in this State, was
earlier in this morning’'s session re-
ferred to the committee on judigiary
in concurrence: and on further mo-
tion by the same gent!eman, the bill
was tabled, pending reference to any
committec.

On motion by Mr. sletcher of Hum-
ford it was voted to take from the

table Bill, an Act relating to the
compensation ot judges of probate,
tabled by that gentleman, March 2,

pending first reading: and on further
motion by the same gentleman the
bil received its two several readings
and toimorrow assigned for its third
reading,

(At this point Mr. Tilden of Halto-
well assumed the Chair.)

On motion by Mr. Stevens of Bel-
grade, it was voted to take from the
table report of the committee on legal
affairs on [3ill, an Act relating to
Belgrade Lalies Village Corvoration,
tabled by that gentleman on March
1, pending accentance of the report.

Mr. STEVENS of Belgrade: Mr.
Speaker, [ move that the report of
the committee be indefinitely post-
poned: and in support of that motion
I would like to state the position of
the town in regard to this matter.

This bill to which 1 wish to call
your attention is one to amend the
charter of the Village Corporation.

This, it is true, is a very small mat-
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ter in comparison with some you have
already considered and in comparison
with some that you will be called
upon to consider in the future days
of the session: and yet it is an im-
portant matter to one of the towns
in the district I represent.

This charter was obtained two
vears ago tor the purpose of selt-
assessment,—an assessment over and
above the regular town tax for vil-
lage improvement: and having nec-
gleeted and failed to make such an
assessment, they now come back to
the lLegislature and ask for an
amendment to the charter by which
the town would be obliged to pay
back to the corporator 20 per cent of
the amount of the tax assessed on
the property within the corporate
limits. That is the proposition. Now
for the benefit of those who may not,
perhaps, have the matter clearly in
mind. I wish to state that Belgrade
is ten miles northwest or Augusta
on the western division of the Maine
Central Railroad. It has a population
of about 950, 325 polls, and a valua-
tion of about $750,000. It is a farm-
ing community, no manufacturing
there, but in recent yvears has be-
come somewhat famous as a summer
resort. There are three railvoad sta-
tions in the town—DBelgrade. lake-
side and North DBelgrade. Belgrade
Lakes village, with which we have
to do at this time, is not on the line
of the railroad, but is about six and
one-hall miles northwest of Belgrade
proper.  These stations are on Mes-
salonskee Lake, so called,—three rail-
road stations along the shore of the
lake. The summer resort business is
auite well distributed over the town,
there  being hotels and  summer
camps on Belgrade l.akes, also at
North Belgrade and South Belgrade,
or Belgrade proper, There are in the
town, I think something like twenty
places where guests are entertained
during the summer.

Two years ago rthe proprietor of
onc of the summer hotels at Belgrade
lLakes conceived the idea that it
would be a good thing for the village
to become incorporated and, without
consulting any considerable number
of his, fellow-villagers, so tar as i
have been able to find out, came to
the Legislature and placed the matter
in the hands of the State Senator,
who was a resident of Beigrade, on
the ground that it should never cost
the town a cent. The matter went
through and was not opposed by the
town. In other words, they got just

such a charter as they wanted. Now
what happened after this charter was
granted? Was an assessment made?
Was any attempt made to make an
asscrament? So far as | have been
able to find out, there was not. Now
after going to all the troublc of get-
ting a charter, why did they not ex-
ercise the authority granted by this
charter to make an assessment?

Now [ think there are perhaps two
reasons why this assessment was not
made. In the first place, the people
of Delgrade lLakes and Village never
aslked for any charter: in fact they
did not know that a charter was to
be obtained, and they simply would
not stand for an asscssment.  There
may be another reason. The gentle-
tman who is most intercsted in this
is the largest property owner in the
village, and the tax would rall heav-
ily on him Now the town objected

to this amendment. The town had
no objection, and has no objection

now, to the provision for self-assess-
ment. The town objects, 1 say, to
this amendment bcecause, in the first
place, it «imply is a one-man propo-
sition, and is in the interest of a cer-
tain proprietor. The town objects to
it because it would be unjust to every
section of the town, unjust to North
DBelgrade on the casterly side of the
great lake, unjust to South DBelgrade,
six miles and a half away, which is
as much of a summer resort as is
Jelgrade lLakes,—not 80 many going

there it is true, but each of those
places have hotels and summer
camps, Let me say here that this

amendment is not calied for because
the village has always reccived what-
ever it asked for in the way of ap-
propriations. Here are some of the
appropriations made last vear. State
aid road $1,699. This was raised at
the annual meeting by petition of the

gentleman most  interested in this
amendment. AMaintenance, $550, for
this road. Now it is said that this

money was not expended within the
corporate timits. That is absolutely
true it was not: but it was spent on
the road leading from South Belgrade
to DBelgrade lL.akes, and it never
would have been spent if it had not
been for that summer hotel proprie-
tor up there. You cannot blot that
out. Then on the little road within
the corporate limits called the Hulin
road, there was spent $150 out of the
general appropriation. KElectric lights
in the village of Belgrade Lakes, $100.
Teacher at the common school,
$786; fuel, $90, making in all that
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was spent on that school, $876. 13el-

grade lakes ditch, it is called nere,
$250. That was at a spccial meeting

called for the purpose of this special
appropriation. Sidewalks, $50, and it
makes in all, reckoning one_quartcr
of  town charges and onc-quarter
high school, about $5,130. The total
tax paid by the corporation was $6.-
623.09. The corporation state and
county tax, $1,233, making in all, $5,-
789. That was the amount of their
tax after taking out the corporation
state and county tax. They expend-
ed up there, as the town claims. about
$5,130.96, either tor the penefit of that
property there or on roads leading to
that viilage. The total valuation, as
I nave stated, is $750.000.

Now they say that they  want
this 20 per cent for fire protec-
tion. I they wanted fire pro-
tection up there, why did they

not ask the town to make an appro-
priation for that purpose? That is
the point. There never have asked
the town for any apptropriation for
fire protection, so far as 1 know, If
they wanted an appropriation and
wanted money to aid in a domestic
water supply, why did they not ask
the town for it? But they never
have done it. 'They come here to
the Legislature without asking the
town, to accommodate the residents
of Beigrade Lakes and North Bel-
grade. Two years ago the town was
divided into voting precincts under
the new law, so that cach of the sec-
tions of the town now has a polling
place. This has no direct bearing on
this case, but it shows the attitude
of the town toward these outlying
districts—these little villages, that is,
that they are doing all they can to
accommodate them. You will prob-
ably have your attention ecalled to
certain towns of the State that pay
back to the village corporation a
certain percentage of the taxes paid,
but in each case T think you will
find that the town has refused and
perhaps repeatedly refused, to make
a reasonable and suitable appropria-

tion. This is the case of some of the
istands off the coast. but you will
find other cases where it is true

that the town pays back a certain
percentage of the tax money that
a large part of the taxable property
of the town is within the corporate
limits. Now these are not parallel
cases with the ones where liberal
appropriations have always been and
made the village only contains a small
part of the taxable property of the
town,

Then, again, we object to this be-
cause it is a bad precedent. How
many villages in the State that ave
summer resorts will be asking for
simitar legislation in the future? We
do. not know., The precedent is a
bad one.

Tt scems to me that the time has
come when we should take a decided
stand in this matter and put the
stamp of disapproval on this method
of obtaining money, and get back
to our old town meeting system
where all zan hoe in and are free to
state their claims, and where we can
depend on the fairness and honor of
our fellow citizens to give us a just
and fair deal.

Therc was a movement last sum-
mer at North Belgrade, three miles
to the east of Belgrade Lakes vil-
lage, to have that section of the town
set off as a scparate municipality.
Meetings were held and committees
appointed to put this matter through.
What was the principal argument
that they used? Simply that DBel-
grade L.akes village, three miles on
the other side of the lake, was get-
ting more than their share of the
appropriation. Now I have been a
resident of the town of Belgrade for
about twenty years, and never dur-
ing that time have T opposed or voted
against an appropriation for that
tittle village. 1t is a beautiful little
village and contains one of the finest
hotels in the State, and we believe
in doing all we can to encourage it:
and 1 am free to say right here and
now that if at any time the time
should reverse its policy of liberality
toward this little village, T would be
willing to go before any committee
of the Liegislature having the bill in
charge, and advocate a favorable re-
port on a bill with a provision simi-
lar to the one we have here. But
until that time comes, until the town
refuses to make suitable appropria-
tion, T will say that the proper place
is in town meeting and not in the
Maine Legislature.

The ftarmers of Belgrade are ex-
periencing the same difficulties that
they are in other sections of Maine,—
they are hard pressed. The hotel and
summer camp business probably is
not what they would like to have it,
but. on the whole, T believe, if you
can judge anything by experiences,
they are able to take care of them-
selves. Here is the testimony of
Lincoln A. Bartlett, former select-
man and postmaster at one time, now
tax collector of the town, and at
present one of the three trustees of
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the village corporation.
testimony before the committee:

“1 think that Belgrade Lakes
ought to take care of itself. 1 do not
favor going to the north and south
ends of the town to ask aid from the
farmers who have to dig potatoes
for a living and pay thirty-seven and
a half mills on the-dollar at that. 1
did not know that the village cor-
poration had been planned until af-
ter the thing went through, and there

This was his

was no reguest for such action by
the people.”
We are rather proud of the old

town of Belgrade. Tt has furnished
the State with two of its governors,
one Secretary of the Treasury of the
United States, one governor of the
State of Minnesota, and soldiers like
our present Adjutant General., We do
not want to have that old town in-
jured by bad legislation; we do not
want our villages discordant and con-
tentious, each seeking for some fin-
ancial advantage over the other. We
do not want to see the towns sad-
dled with a proposition like this by
persons who are seeking some per-
sonal gain

If my position in the matter is
reasonable, I ask for your support in

the indefinite postponement of the
bill.
(Speaker Holley resumed the Chair)
Mr. HALE of Portland: Mr.

Speaker and gentlemen, I am well
aware that no controversies which
come into this House arouse deeper,
and in some cases bitterer, feelings
than local controversies arising in
towns over questions of separation or
questions of taxation. We had a
signal example of that two years ago
in connection with the towns of
Wells and Ogunquit. We were re-
minded of it a little earlier this
morning in connection with the sep-
aration desired by the town of Beals
from the town of Jonesport, and 1
think that we set an excellent pre-
cedent this morning in following the
report of the committee which gave
careful and attentive consideration to

the facts of the case. A committee,
Mr. Speaker and gentlemen, in mat-
ters of this kind, serves very much

the same function as a jury in civil
trials. They are impartial, they
ought to be impartial, and T think
our committee in this instance was
entirely impartial. They weigh the
evidence, they not only hear the testi-
mony, but they see the WwWitnesses,
and they have an opportunity to
form their opinions as to the credi-
bility of those witnesses or the mo-
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tives which animate those witnesses.
Qur committee, Mr. Speaker and
gentlemen, gave four hours of patient
and attentive consideration to all the
witnesses who would be heard in this
matter. 1 want to say at the outset,
before commenting on the testimony
adduced, that I think it is a most
extraordinary argument from my
friend from Belgrade, Mr. Steveus, to
say that this resolution creating the
Village Corporation was obtained in
1921 without the knowledge or assent
of the town. The town of Belgrade
has always, 1 think, been represented
in this Legislature, and the citizens
of Belgrade can always find out what
has been happening in this Legisla-
ture, and nothing in this Legisla-
ture is put over or done in the dark
or done without the knowledge of
Belgrade and every other citizen of
this State.

Now the gentleman from Belgrade,
(Mr. Stevens), says, quite correctly,
that the original bill, passed in 1921,
permitted the citizens of the Bel-
grade Village Corporation to assess
themselves in addition to the assess-
ments levied by the town, and he
asks why they did not avail them-
selves of she privilege given them in
that legislation, It appeared to the
committee that the reason why they
did not avail themselves of that
privilege was because they were al-
ready bearing an excessive burden of
town taxation and there was no rea-
son why they should assess them-
selves further for benefits which the
town had not given them.

Now. let me recapitulate for a
moment the facts of this case. My
friend from Belgrade (Mr. Stevens)
has already stated where the Village
Corporation is located. As he said,
I think, it is a summer community
and the area of the Village Corpora-
tion contains four hotels, and within
a compact area, about ninety build-

ings consisting of stores, dwellings,
a church, schoolhouse, theatre, and
other buildings. The collection from
the estates and polls in the whole
town for 1922 were twenty-eight
thousand and odd dollars, and

twenty-three thousand dollars after
the deduction of the State and County
taxes. To this sum of twenty-three
thousand and odd dollars the town
contributed $5,337.44, or practically
25 per cent of the entire tax of the
town,—2b per cent of the taxable
property of the town lving in one
corner of the town, without fire pro-
tection. Now it seems to me to be
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evasion for the gentleman to come
here and say that they will get fire
protection when they ask for it.
They should have had fire protection
long ago and it is no defense on his
part to say that they have not come
and asked for it, because it seems
to mec that the enlightened policy of
that town would be to look to see
whether 2) per cent of its taxable
property had fire protection.

My friend from Belgrade (Mr.
Stevens) introduced one element in-
to this debate which T regret. He
made accusations of personal bad
faith against 2 man who pays heavy
taxes in the town, by saying that
that gentleman had promised that no
measure would cost the town a cent.
I regret that attack because the gen-
tleman who is attacked cannot de-
fend himselt on this floor. He has
no vote on this floor and I think that
even if thc accusations were true,
which 1 believe they are not, that
they should not have :any weight
with this House.

Now the evidence disclosed that
after contributing fifty-three hun-
dred and odd dollars last year in
taxes the town spent in taxes in the
arca of the Village Corporation only
about $3,600.00 or $1500 less than the
amount rveceived from the town, and
the only way they can get anything
like a balance on these figures is by
throwing on to the account of the
Village Covporation a figure of §$1,-
599.00 for a State aid road which is
almost entirely without the area of
the Village Corporation, and which
is no morc chargeable to the Village
Corporation than the State road
from Kittery to Portsmouth, which,
of course, is a great help to the Vil-
lage Corporation as it is to the rest
of the State of Maine. To attribute
that expenditure to the Village Cor-
poration is absolutely unjust and ab-
solutely misleading. So the Belgrade
l.akes Village Corporation is getting
about $1,500.00 less in taxes than it
pays in and it is only asking for 20
per cent of the taxes which is paid,
or about $1000.00 a year. If the
Belgrade Lakes Village Corporation
gets that sum of money and lays it
out on a fire department, 1 personally
do not believe that the town of Bel-
grade is going to pay a cent more
than if it tried to maintain the fire
department itself.

The gentleman from Belgrade (Mr.
Stevens), read a letter from Mr. Lin-
coln Bartlett, one of the selectmen.
With reference to that letter T wish

to call attention to the fact that the
inhabitants of this Village Corpora-
I think, are only in the neigh-

ion,
borhood of one hundred, while
the population of the town is nine

hundred and odd. The inhabitants of

the Village Corporation are over-
whelmingly outnumbered by those
who live outside the town. It is nat-

ural that the first sclectman should
be influenced by the majority oif votes
in his own town, and without dis-
paraging my friend from Belgrade
(Mr. Stevens), it is natural! that he
should be influenced by a vast nu-
merical majority. But the members
of this committee have no such in-
fluence, and when the gentleman
tfrom Belgrade (Mr. Stevens), speaks
of persons seeking personal gain, 1
wish to say on behaif of the com-
mittee that there is no expectation of
report. [t is

personal gain in their
an impartial and considered report
and I hope the House will treat it

as such. Many witnesses were heard
among them Mr. Frank .. Ham, now
Collector of Internal Revenue, who
has given faithtul service to this
state, and who has been a resident
of the town of Belgrade and knows
its problems, but who now lives out-

side it and is uninfluenced by local
contentions of petty factions. 'The
testimony of that man in favor ot

this measure is worth a good deal
more than the testimony of the se-
lectman elected by the majority and
naturally, and not discreditably, in-
fluenced by that majority. It seems
to me that if we set aside the report
of this committee, we toss aside care-
tul and considered legislation, and
that we might just as well do busi-
ness without our committees and
vote according to the emotions ot the

moment. I hope the House will vote
against the motion to indefinitely
postpone.

Mr. CUMMINGS of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, 1 do not intend to take very
much time upon this question. There
is one point, however, that seems to
me is involved in the discussion that
has not been mentioned. There seems
to be no controversy over the fact
that the Belgrade Village Corpora-
tion sought this separation upon cer-
tain specific promises and understand-
ings, that is, that it should tax itself
for the improvements which it de-
sired to make in addition to those
which the town as a whole made.
There seems to be no question but
what the town takes care of the roads
and the schools, and this granting of
the right to incorporate the village
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was not opposed, for the rcason, as
1 understand it,—and if | am wrong
I wouid be very glad to be corrected,
—because it was to cost the rest of
the town nothing and it enabled them
to malke whatever changes in the
village itselt they saw fit, Two years
later they asked an appropriation of
20 per cent out of its taxes which 1t

paid the town. Now the point to
which 1 wish to call attencion, be-
cause it struck me forcibly, is that

they put themselves in the position of
obtaining something under false
pretenses.

Mr. MORRISON of Phillips: Mr,
Speaker, I also hope that the motion
of the gentleman from Belgrade (Mr.
Stevens) will not prevail. As has
been stated by the gentleman ifrom
Portland (Mr. Hale) this matter was
thoroughly tried out before the iegal
affairs committee in a hearing that
lasted over four hours, and the wit-
nesses upon the one side and the
other |1 think were attentively Ilist-
ened to by the members of the com-
mittee. Ioth sides were represented
by able counsel, and the legal aftfairs
committee—not one of them having
any personal interest in that matter
—atter a careful consideration of the
evidence submitted this unanimous
report that the bill ought to pass.
Now what is the great bone of con-
tention in this matter? The bill pro-

vides that this village corporation
shall receive back from the town,

after deducting its proportion of the
state and county tax, 20 per cent of
the tax it pays on its own property
to the town, to be used for the pur-
poses for which that viliage corpora-
tion was organized. That little vil-
lage of llelgrade simply comes here
and asks for fire protection. 1t is a
village composed of wooden buildings
in close proximity to each other, and
I think you can all readily under-
stand how, it a fire broke out under
the right conditions in that village,
the whole of it might be wiped off
trom the face of the earth. Similar
calamities have happened in neigh-
boring towns, and | recall now the
town of Mt. Vernon and also the
town of Readtfield, close neighbors to
jelgrade Village: and | believe, and
I think the committee believed, that
where a village is located within the
borders ot the town, paying a goodly
portion of its tax, and this village
payvs 25 per cent of all the taxes paid
in town.—that it is not only for the
interests of the town but it 1s the
duty of the town to provide fire .pro-
tection upon the property that the

town receives a goodly proporion of
this tax from. I trust, as 1 said in
the beginning that the motion of the

gentlemman from Belgrade (Mr. Ste-
vens) wil not prevail, and that the
report of this committee, which has

wiven the whole matter and all the
evidence most caretul consideration,
will be supported by this House.

The SPIZAKER: Is the House ready
for the question?

Mr. PERKINS of Orono: Mr. Speak-
er and Members of the House: There
is just one question not elear in my
mind, and that is this: If the people
of the Belgrade Village Corporation
did not ask the people of the town
of Belgrade for the privileges which
they now scek, I do not think they
are in any sense justified in coming

before a legislative committee and
asking those privileges. That is the
only question ‘in my mind.

Mr. STEVENS of Belgrade: Mr.
Speaker, I would like to state that
in Belgrade lakes village there are

seven or eight privately owned hy-
drants, and | believe that they have
better

fire protection there today
than two-thirds of the villages of
like size of the State of Maine. 1

do not claim that it is enough, but
they have their own protection there.

I also want to call yvour attention
to the fact that the town is not re-
lieved of the care and maintcnance of
the highways and sidewalks in the
village.

Mr. HALE of Portiand: Mr. Speak-
er, 1 am glad the gentleman from
jelgrade (Mr. Stevens) has said what
he did because it confirms the opinion
of the committee that it the residents
of the Belgrade Lakes Village Cor-
poration go to the town of Belgrade
and ask for fire protection, they will
not get it.

The SPEAKER: The Chair wil!
state for the benefit of the members
that the situation before the House
is this: We have the unanimous re-
port of the committee on legal affairs
on the bill ought to pass. The mo-
tion of the gentleman from Belgrade.
M. Stevens, is to indefinitely post-
pone the report of the committee,
Is the House ready for the ¢uestion?

A viva voce vote being doubted,

A division ot the House was had.

Twenty-six having voted in favor
of indefinitely postponing the report
of -the committee;- and.63 .in the, neg-
ative, the motion to indefinitely: post-
pone. was -lost. . P

On motion by Mr. Hale ot I’ortiand,
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the report of the committece was ac-
cepted, and sent up for concurrence,

Mr. ARCHIBALD of Houlton: AMr.
Spealer, it has been called to my at-
tention since 1 have been sitting here
that Senate bill 142 was passed to
be enacted this morning. My atten-
tion has also been called to a possible
necessity of a new draft on account
of an error, and 1 move that we re-
consider the vote whereby this bill
was passed to be enacted this morn-
ing.

Thereupon it was voted to recon-
sider the vote whereby Bill, an Act

to amend Chapter three, Section 31,
of the revised statutes, relative to
printing and binding of reports of
certain State departments was passed
to be enacted.

On further motion by the same’
gentleman, the House voted to re-
consider its action whereby the above
bill was passed to be cngrossed; and
on further motion by the same gen-
tleman, the bill was tabled pending
passage to be engrossed.

On motion by Mr. Macomber of Jay,
Adjourned unti! 10 o’clock tomor-

row morning.



