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HOUSE 

Wednesday, January 24, 1923. 
The House met according to ad

journment and was called to order 
by the Speaker. 

Prayer by the Rev. Mrs. Hadley of 
Hallowell. 

Journal of previous session read 
and approved. 

Papers from the Senate disposed 
of in concurrence. 

From the Senate: Bill an act 
proyiding for a tax upon gasoline 
and other products used in propell
ing motor vehicles. 

In the Senate, referred to the com
mittee on Judiciary. 

In the House, on motion by Mr. 
Nickerson of Swanville, tabled, pend
j ng- rcfe-rence 

From the Senate: Resolve appro
priating money for further main
tenance of the State Forest Nursery. 

Resolve appropriating money for 
general forestry purposes. 

Resolve appropriating money for 
salaries and clerk hire in the office 
of the Land Agent and Forest Com
missioner. 

Resolve appropriating money for 
the administration of Public Lands. 

In th", Senate, referred to the Com
mittee on State Lands and Forest 
PresPI'Vatioll. 

In the House the following oc
curred: 

~I r. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, the resolves for salaries 
and appropriating money,-why 
should they not be referred to the 
committee on Salaries and Fees? 

1\11'. CURTIS of Brewer: Mr. 
SpC'aker, I think the resolve appro
priating money for salaries and clerk 
hi re, relates to their regular salaries. 
-no increase-just the regular 
salaries of the officers. 

On motion by Mr. Phillips of Or
rington, it was voted that the re
solves appropriating money, above 
referred to, be tabled pending re
ference to any committee, in non
concurrence with the Senate. 

The following bills, resolves and 
petitions were received and, upon rec
ommendation of the committee on 
Reference of Bills were referred to 
the following committees: 

Agriculture 

Mr. Stevens of Belgrade: An Act 
to amend Section 4 of Chapter 48 of 
the Revised Statutes, as amended by 
Chapter 6 of the Public Laws of 1919, 
relating to the duties of State 
Sealer of Weights and Measures. 

By the same gentleman: An Act 
to amend Chapter 46 of the Revised 
Statutes relating to the Measure
ment of Wood, Bark and Shingles. 
ApI)rOpriations and Financial Affairs 

Mr. Kitchen of Presque Isle: Re
solve in favor of Presque Isle Gener
al Hospital. 

:;\lr. Curtis of Brewer: Resolve ap
propriating money for general of
fice expenses in the office of the 
Land Agent and Forest Commis
sioner. 

1\[r. Plummer of Bridgton: Re
solve to retire Maine Forestry Dis
t rict deficit. 

llanks und Ranking 

Mr. Jones of So Portland: An Act 
to amend Chapter 52 of the Revised 
Statutes relating to Loan and Build
ing Associations. 

Clnims 

Mr. McDonald of E. Machias: Re
solve appropriating' money to reim
burse Machias Lumber Company for 
taxes paid. 

By the same gentleman: Resolve 
appropriating Money to reimburse 
"Yilliam O'B. ·Walker for taxes paid. 

By the samE' gentleman: Resolve 
appropriating money to reimburse 
Annetta O'D. Walker for taxes paid. 

Mr. Keefe of Yanceboro: Resolve 
in favor of Dr. Charles E. Johnson. 

Mr. Sayward of Alfred: Resolve 
appropriating money to reimburse 
the town of Alfred for part of cost 
of bridge. 

Edueation 

Mr. Martin of Augusta: An Act to 
amend Chapter 416 of the Private 
and Special Laws of 1907 relating to 
the Board of Education in the city of 
Augusta. 

(500 copies ordered printed) 
Mr. Ranney of "Yinn: Hesolve in 

favor of Lee Academy for mainten
ance. 

Mr. Granville of Parsonsfield: 
Resolve in favor of Parsonsfield 
Seminary for general maintenance. 

By the same gentleman: Resolve 
in favor of Limerick Academy for 
general maintenance. 

By the same gentleman: Resolve 
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in favor of Liming-ton Academy for 
general Inainienance. 

fnlanll l''''i~herics and GUlne 

Mr. Moody of York: An Act to 
amend Chapter 14 of the Public 
Laws of 1D21. prohibiting the hunt
ing of deer in the counties of Cum
berland and York. 

Jlldh'iary 

Mr. Gardiner of Gardiner: An Act 
to amend an act to provide a charter 
for the city of Gardiner, as amended 
by Chapter 126 of the Private and 
Special Laws of 1917. (500 copies 
ordered printed.) 

Mr. Maher of Augusta: An Act re
quiring an excise tax on gasoline. 

Mr. Granville of Parsonsfield: Mr. 
Speaker, in regard to the gasoline 
tax, I think that bill should be re
ferred to the committee on ,Vays and 
Bridges, for the reason that all 
funds coming from this tax will be 
used for their maintenance. Now 
during this session there will be 
quite a general revision of the old 
laws, and I do not see how the com
mittee can very well get at these 
different things unless all bills and 
reso]ves carrying money come to it 
for its consideration. Therefore, I 
move that it be referred to the com
mittee on ,Vays and Bridges. 

1\11'. Sanders of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, was not that the bill that 
the gentleman just laid on the table? 

The Speaker: The Chair will 
state for the benefit of the gentle
man from Portland (Mr. Sanders) 
and the .remainder of the House that 
the bill laid on the table by the 
gentleman from Swanville, Mr. Nick
erson, was a Senate bill, sent here for 
concurrE>nt action, with reference to 
a committee, and tabled by that 
gentleman. This is a House bill, in
troduced by the gentleman from 
Augusta, Mr. Maher, as to which the 
gentleman from Parsonsfield, Mr. 
Granville, moves that it be referred 
to the committee on ,Vays and 
Bridges. 

Mr. Downing of Bang'or: Mr. 
Sppal<er, I move that that bill be 
laid on thE> table, pending reference. 

The motion prevailed. 

Legal A1Inlrs 

Mr. Curtis of Brewer: An Act re-
lating to pensioning members of the 
police department of the city of 
Brewer. 

Mr. Jones of South Portland: An 
Act to add to the purposes for which 

the Charles M. Hay Co., a corpora
tion was organized. 

Mr. Oakes of Portland: An Act to 
amend Section 47 of Chapter 211 of 
the Public Laws of 1921, relating to 
motor vehicles, used for public hire. 

1\1 r. Dain of Bath: An act to re
cognize the incorporation of the 
l1ath City Hospital, and to confirm 
the validity thereof and of its do
ing-s. 

l\lr. Jones of South Portland: An 
Act to amend Chapter 3n9 of the 
Private Laws of 1885, relating to the 
First, Tenth, and Twenty-ninth Regi
ments' Association. 

By the same gentleman: An Aet to 
incorporate the Grand Temple Pyth
ian Sisters of I\laine. 

Maine Publicity 
Mrs. Pinkham of Fort Kent Re

solve in favor of the erection of a 
State of Maine huilding on the grounds 
of the E3.stern 8t"t8s Agricultural "nd 
Industrial Exposition Inc., at 'Vest 
Springfield. l\Tass. 

Military Affairs 
I\lr. G"rdiner of Gardiner: An Act 

to revise the military law of the State 
of Maine. (500 copies ordered printed). 

Public Utilities 
Mr. Lelan<j of Sangerville: An Act 

to amend the charter of the Dover and 
Foxcroft \Vater District. 
State Lands and Forest Preservation 

Mr. Granville of Parsonsfield: Re
~.olve appropriating money for contin
uance of white pine blister rust con
trol. 

Ways and Bridges 
Mr. Dudley of vVoodstock:Resolve 

appropriating money to build a road in 
the town of 'Voodstock. 

Mr. Cates of Machiasport: Resolve 
in favor of town of Machiasport to aid 
in building highway in said town. 

Mr. Nickerson of Swanville: Re-
solve appropriating money for a road 
in the town of Swanville. 

Mr. Brett of Otisfield: Resolve ap
propriating money for the building of 
an improved highway in the town of 
Otisfield. 

Mr. 'Vi lls of Salem: Resolve for the 
repair of the Valley road, so called, 
in the towns ef Salem and Freeman in 
F'ranklin county. 

Mr. Adams of Litchfield: Resolve in 
favor of the town of Litchfield to aid 
in repairing the highway. 

Mr. Morrison of Phillips: Resolve 
in favor of the town of Phillips to aid 
in rebuilding a ,Veld road. 

Mr. Thomas of Chesterville: Re-
solve in favor of the towns of Chester-
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ville and New Sharon to aid in rebuild·· 
ing road. 

Mr. \Vood of Hluchi\J: Resolve in 
favor of the town of Surry to rebuild 
bridge. 

l\fr. Burns of Eagle Lake: Resolve 
HllPl'opriating 111011ey to aid in build
ing a rond in \Vinterville Plantation, 
Aroostook county. 

I3~' the :--;amc gr:ntienuln: Petition of 
H .. C. Bl'o\\"n ;~nd othel's of \Vintc~rvilIr: 
in favor o[ :-;8111e. 

Orders of the Day 
On motIon by 1\11'. P1Ull1n)(;r of 

13ridgto'n, it was voted to take [rom the 
labl<' bill relating to the taxation of 
banI, stock, tabled by that gentleman 
on Monday, January 22. 

Mr. ,VIN:"! of Lisbon: Mr. Sppaker, 
I 1110\'e you that the Hous(' insist in 
its ~ction that the bill relative to til(' 
tnxation of bank stock bo:'! rl;f(,lTc~<1 to 
th(' cornmitt('p On taxation and that a 
cornrnittce of conference be asked for. 
I will say to the mpmbers of this 
House that 1 believe this llill to be' of 
"ital importance to the taxpayel's in 
g('neral in th0 State of Main", and. as 
it relates pntire'ly to taxation, I ])('
:ie,"p that nearly everything of that 
nature' should go to the committe''' on 
Taxation. It dops not relate in uny 
,,"a y to 1 he svstem of ba nking hu i is 
sin~p1Y a matter in regard tn the tax
atinn of something like $10,000.000 of 
Llxablc propl'rty, and I believe that it 
wiU gpt just and fair consideration 
from the committee on taxation. It 
hns been broug-11t to nly attention that 
the 80th Legislature referred it to the 
cornrnittC'C' on banks and banking, but 
I dl' not believe that that should have 
an)·thing to do with the 81st L0gisla
ture. ,md I hope that the House will 
insist on its reference to the camnli t
tC'(' on lax:1tion. 

Mr. GRANVILLE of Parsonsfield: 
Mr. Speaker-I yield the floor to the 
gentleman from Eastport, Mr. Cherry. 

Mr. CHERRY of Eastport: I just 
wish to say a word, Mr. Speaker, with 
I'C'ferpnc0 to this bill. and that is that 
two years ago a similar measure \va~ 

rpferr0d to the committee on banl{s and 
banking. 1 also recall that that mat
ter se'emed to be very satisfnctorily 
handled by that committee, and in the 
premises I move you tbat we recede 
and concur with the Senate with refer
ence' to this bill. 

Mr. DOUGLAS of Lamoine: Mr. 
Sl)('aker, I spcond that motion. 

Mr. ARCHI13ALD of Houlton: In 
relation to this bill. Mr. Speaker and 
gentlemen. I have had conversation 
with a good many members of the 
House about it, and I have been into 

the State Assessors' office and gleaned 
sorne infornlation thC'rc, and from the 
financial viewpuint I fecI that it should 
go, in conCUrl'cncc "'ith the Senate to 
the conlmittec on b;:::J"nks and banking. 
The question of taxation must have 
b<-'8n vc:ry thoroughly threshed out 
two years ago. and it seerns to 
m" that this is a matter particu
larly appro]Jriate for the cunsid
era:ion of the cOlnnlittce on uanks and 
banking and I concur in the 111otion, 
and scconl1 it. to refer this to the eonl
mittee on banks and banking, 

Mr. Gl{A:,,!\'ILLl~ of l'arsonsfield: 
lUI'. t-Opcakcr, as 1 understand it, this 
is the sanlC lTlatter til.at was referred 
to thc~ Cil111ll1ittcc on banl'\:s and banking 
by ilw 80th Legislature ,and that it 
,ya~; handled f:atisfactorily. I also scc
onc1 the lTIOti0 tl.. 

]\II'. CU:i\DlINGS of Portland: lHr. 
Speaker. in lny judgment this is 
pu "C'ly a matter of taxation. I can 
VCt·y well understand as the gentle
man from Houlton (:\Jr. Archibald) 
intimates that it was settled satis
factorily to certain parties t\VO years 
ag·,.>; indeed, why should it not have 
bec:n satisfactory? A Ulan is usually 
satisfied when he has the privilege 
of approving his own bills. I want 
tu call the attention of the House to 
what the situation would be if the 
fat'mers concluded that the tax on 
eo\vs was too burdensome and that 
the profits in sheep raising \vere not 
what they thoug'ht they ought to be 
and presented a bill here to exempt 
eo\vs and sheep from local taxation, 
and requested that the State assume 
the duty of taxing that class of 
propr:rty and retu I'll to the towns 
\vherein they \vere o\vned one-half or 
let-is than one-half of the amount 
which ha" usually been se t upon 
that class of property; and imagine. 
1\11'. Speaker and gentlemen. the Dlan 
presellting that bill, asking that it 
should go to the cornmittee on Agri
culture! That would be just as con
sistent as to ask that this bill go to 
the committee on Banks and Banking 
and not to the committee on Taxa
tion.. Vvhy. gel,tlemen, it is too 
much of a tax to put upon frail 
humanity to put it in such a position 
as that. Don't do it. Insist upon 
your reference, and have it go to the 
committee on Taxation, where it be-
l0ngs. (Applause) 

Mr, STURGIS of Auburn: Mr. 
Speaker, I would also second Mr. 
Cummings of Portland. 

Mr. HOUGHTON of Fort Fairfield: 
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Mr. Speaker, I rise to support the 
motion of Mr. Cherry. I am a farm
er; I own cows and sheep; and I 
would like to say that I would like 
to see this biD referred to the com
mittee on Banks and Banking. 

Mr. HAMILTON of Caribou: Mr. 
Speaker, I see no reason why a cor
poration should be taxed and referred 
to its special committee any more 
than an individual. Now my brother 
from Fort Fairfield (Mr. Houghton) 
has just mentioned that he is a 
farmer. He is also a business Inan 
interested in banks, and it seems to 
me that we might as weD line right 
up here at once and have the indI
vidual' stand behind these matters as 
much as any corporation. It seems 
to me that this should be referred to 
the committee on Taxation. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Eastport, Mr. Cherry, moves 
that the House recede and concur 
with the Senate. This motion takes 
precedence. under the rules over the 
motion of the gentleman from Lis
bon, Mr. ,Vinn, to insist. Is the 
House ready for the question? As 
many as are in favor of receding and 
concurring with the Senate in re
ferring- this bill to the committee-

Mr. WINN of Lisbon: Mr. Speaker, 
I thinl( that this matter is of gl'eat 
importance, and I wish to ask for a 
division of the House. 

Mr. HAYES of Chelsea: Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to ask just 
what that motion was'. I have for
gotten what it was. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
state ag-ain that the qUestion is on 
the motion of the gentleman from 
Eastport, Mr. Cherry, that th., House 
recede and concur with the Senate 
in referring the bill in question to 
the committee on Ranks and Banl(
ing, that motion taking precedence, 
under the rules, over the motion 
made by the gentleman from Lisbon, 
Mr. vVinn, to insist. Is the House 
ready for the question? As many as 
are in favor of receding and concur
ring with the Senate, in referring 
this bill to the committee on Banks 
and Banking will rise and stand un
till counted and the monitors will 
return the counL 

A division of the House wa shad, 
Forty-one having voted in the af

firmative and 87 in the negative, the 
motion to recede and concu I' was 
lost. 

On motion by Mr. Winn of Lisbon, 

seconded by Mr. Ramsdell of Milo a 
viva voce vote was had, and the 
House voted to insist on its former 
action in referring the bill to the 
committee on taxation in non-con
currence with the Senate. 

Mr. WING of Auburn: Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to a point of order. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
will state his poinL 

Mr. WING: I think there is noth
ing in the record indicating that a 
committee of conference was asked 
for. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
state that it understood the motion 
of the gentleman from Lisbon, Mr. 
Winn, that the House insist and a 
committee of ,"onference be appoint
ed. The Chair, no doubt, is in error. 
The Chair would ask the gentleman 
(Mr. Winn) if that was not his 
motion 

Mr. WINN: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. vVING of Auburn: The motion 

was to insist, Mr. Speaker. May I 
have the record read? I am per
fectly willing, Mr. Speaker, that a 
committee of conference be appoint
ed, but I wish the record clear on 
the point. 

Mr. nOUNDS of Portland: I move 
that there be a committee of con
ference. 

Mr. WING: I second the motion. 
The motion prevailed. 
Mr. WING of Auburn: Mr. Speak

er, I move that that committee of 
conference to be appointed be in
structed to insist 

Mr. McILHEnON of Lewiston. I 
second the motion. 

Mr. nOUNDS of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, I do not like to be told 
what to do. T want to use my own 
judgment when I get into a commit-
tee of conference. (Applause) 

Mr. BAnWISE of Bangor: Mr. 
Speaker, T was just about to say that 
the ve.ry purpose of a committee of 
conference is to arrive at some kind 
of an equitable adjustment between 
the two Houses, and it would not be 
a committee of conference at all if 
we instructed our people to stand in 
their tracks and not budge an inch. 
I agree with Mr. Rounds that they 
must be allowed to use their own 
judgment aftf'r they get there. 

A viva VOCf' vote being had, the 
motion of the gentleman from Au
burn, Mr. 'Ving, that the committee 
of conference be instructed to insist, 
was lost. 
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The SPEAKER: The Clerk will 
read a communication, out of order, 
from the Governor: 

STATE OF I\1AIKE 
Offico of the Governor 

Augusta. January 24, 1923. 
To the Honorablo Senato and House 

of Representatives of the Eighty-
11-'il'Rt Legislature: 

I have b\.~en in eonference ·with the 
Attol'ney General and the Fuel 
Director in regard to the emergency 
coal situation in the city of Port
land, and report to you that we are 
endeavoring to make arrangements 
whereby certain private dealers will 
purchase the GOO tons of anthracite 
now stOl'cd there at a fair price, and 
have it distributed in small lots 
where it is most needed. If it is 
possible to bring this about without 
sC'izing the coal and without involv
ing the credit of the State, it is de
sirable to do so. 

I should not want to establish a 
precedent in seizing private property 
unless it is absolutely necessary. It 
will require twenty-four hours 
more in order to determine whether 
or not the plans we have formulated 
can be carried out. 

Faithfully yours, 
Percival P. Baxter 
Governor of l\iaine." 

The message of the Governor was 
read, and it was ordered placed on 
file and sent up for concurrence. 

The SPEAKER: The House will 
no,,, suspend until 11 o'cloc'k, at 
which time it will respond to the 
sound of the gavel. 

A fter Recess 

Houso called to order by the 
Spcal{cr. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
announce at this time the members 
on the part of the House on the 
committee of conference, relative to 
the banking bill, so-called,-the 
taxation bill on banks. They are 

J\lessrs. ,\Vinn of Lisbon, Cummings 
of Portland and ~Jol"l"i,on of Phillips. 

The SPEAKI£H: The Chair is In
formed by members of the Scnate 
that a resolve in sorne form \vill 
soon be pl'esenil'd t D the House frolll 
that body for it~ action, and it seen1S 
best that \VC recl';-;':-; until sueh 111ea8-

un' is received, at wllich tin1E' the 
lU('lnbcrs will respond to the sound 
of the gavel. 

After Ue("(·Ns 

House called to order by the 
Speaker. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair pres
ent.3, out of order, the fol1o\ving re
solve from the Senate di recting the 
Attorney-General to investigate pro
fiteering- under Chapter 76 of the 
Laws of 1921: 

Resolved, that whereas it has come 
to the attention of the Legislature 
that certain persons and corporations 
are making unreasonable profits on 
th(~ sale of necessities, and more 
especially on the sale of coal and 
woc.d, 

Be is Resolved, that the Attorney
General be directed to proceed forth
with to investigate such profiteer
ing, as provided in Chapter 76 of the 
Laws of 1921; and if upon investiga
gation it appears to the Attorney
general that the provisions of this 
act have been violated in any re
spect that he at once proceed to 
prosecute the guilty parties. 

In the Senate, this resolve was 
read t"wice under suspension of the 
rules, and pas,ed to be engrossed. 

In the House, the resolve had its 
t\yO several readings under suspen
sion of the rules, without reference 
to any committee. and was passed to 
be engrossed in concurrence. 

On motion by Mr. Palmer of Island 
1"alls, 

Adjourned until ten o'clock tomor
row morning. 


