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ERRATA 

line 17, for Chapter "199" read "198." 
after order by Mr. vVinter, read "Tabled on motion of 

Mr. Buzzell of Belfast." 
line 8, for "Lewiston" read "Hocl<land." 

24, for "Sewall" read "Newall." 
50, for "insurance" read "issuance." 

second Act referred to Inland Fisheries and 
Game was referred to Judiciary Committee. 

42, for "Boys" read "Girls." 
45, "R. 169" should read "R. 165." 
~, for "R. 106" read "R. 160." 

13, for "St. Albans" read "St. Agatha." 
23, for "1919" read "1909." 
12, for "enacted" read "engrossed." 
46, for "322" read "332." 
31, for "R. 336" read "R. 366." 
26, for "Barrington" read "Harrington." 
35, for "R. 236" read "R. 336." 

2, for "S. 154" read "S. 155." 
3, for "Mr. Perham" read ":VII'. Bragdon of Perham." 

24, for "same" read "Committee on Appropriations 
and Financial Affairs." 

50, insert "Finally passed." 
24, for "Clark" read "Barton." 
40, for "S. 185" read "S. 184." 
51, for "3·j3" read "243." 
43, for "iVlerton's" read "MartinIs." 
44, insert "ought not to pass." 
20, for "179" read "181." 
28, for "178" read "179." 
49, for "S. D. 198" read "S. D. 180." 
10, for "$300" read "$300,000." 
47, for "Portland" read '·Biddeford." 
42, for "salaries" read "selection." 
40, for "R. D. 465" read "R. D. 456." 

2, for "Fogg" read "Forbes." 
lines 3 and 11, fO.r "engrossed" read "enacted." 
line 20, for "finally passed" read "passed to be enacted." 
lines 31, 40, 48, for "engTossed" read "finally passed." 

12 and 13, "National Guard" should read "Nash and 
Viles." 

line 14, for "bald" read "bomb:' 
35, for "lighting' Long and Big Lal<es" read "Lewy, 

Long and Big Lakes." 
42, for "Arthur B. Forbes" read "Arthur E. Forbes." 
14, for "S. D. 161" read "S. D. 167." 
36, for "Chapter 178" read "Chapter 238." 
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SENATE 

Friday, April I, 1921. 
Senate called to order by Hon. 

Chas. E. Gurney, President, pro tem
pore. 

Prayer by Rev. J. B. Irving of 
Gardiner. 

Journal of previous session read 
and approved. 

Papers from the House disposed of 
in concurrence. 

From the House: The majority 
report of the committee on towns on 
An Act to divide the town of South 
Thomaston, and that it ought not to 
pass. 
(Signed) 

EATON, 
SPENCER, 

on the part of the Senate. 
TWOMBLY, 
SMITH, 
JORDAN; 
CHADBOURNE, 

on the part of the House. 
The minority report of the same 

committee, ought to pass. 
(Signed) 

GOULD. 
EMERY, 

on the part of the Senate. 
SPEAR, 
CHAMBERLAIN, 

on the part of the House. 
Mr. SPENCER of York: Mr. 

President, I move that we concur 
with the House in the adoption of 
the majority report, ought not to 
pass. 

Mr. THOl\IPSON of Knox: Mr. 
President, I move that the matter 
lie on the table. 

Mr. THOMBS of Penobscot: Mr. 
President, I would like to inquire 
whether matters laid on the table 
may not be definitely assigned? I 
think in the next two sessions there 
will be senators absent, and I 
think that matters of importance 
ougnt to be assigned definitely. 

Mr. THOMPSON: Mr. President, 
I have no desire for delay. If there 

is any special arrangement on the 
part of the Senate whereby these 
matters are taken up for discussion, 
I do not know as I have any objec
tion to that. 

The PRESID:EJNT: The pending 
question is the motion to table, and 
is not debatable. 

The motion to table was put and 
was declared lost. 

The PRESIDE~T: There are two 
reports. and in order that the Senate 
may have this matter before it, the 
bill divides the town, and Senator 
Spencer moves that the majority re
port, ought not to pass, be accepted 
in concurrence with the House. 

Mr. SPRAGUE of Piscataquis: I 
would like to ask, Mr. President, 
what that report is? 

(The secretary read the report 
again.) 

The PRESIDENT: And the 
senator from York, Senator Spencer, 
moves that the majority report, 
ought not to pass, be accepted. 

Mr. THOMPSON: Mr. President, 
would it be in order at this time to 
move to lay it on the table and have 
it especially assigned for tomorrow 
morning? 

The PRESIDENT: The Senate 
has voted not to lay the matter on 
the table. The Chair will entertain 
the motion to assign for a time cer
tain. 

Mr. THOMPSON: Mr. President, 
I move that the matter lie on the 
table until tomorrow morning. 

Mr. SPENCER of York: Mr. 
President, I would like to have this 
matter considered at a time when 
there are at least half of the Senate 
here, and tomorrow morning is no 
tim to consider it. 

Mr. THOMPSON: Mr. President, 
I suppose the motion to a fixed time 
is debatable. 

The PRESIDENT: As to the time 
but not as to the merits of the bilI. 

Mr. THOMPSON: Now, Mr. Presi
dent, all I have to say on fixing the 
time is this. The matter was first re
ported out of the committee I should 
think five or six weeks ago. It has 
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been in the hands of the committee 
until within a few days, and it was 
reported with a change of one vote 
in the report. It was then a divided 
report, it is now a divided report, 
and after the lapse of all this time 
I think a party should be entitled 
to at least twenty-four hours in 
which to think it over inasmuch as 
all this delay has gone on. That is 
all I ask for. 

Mr. SPENCER: Mr. President, 
this matter has been in the hands of 
the committee twice and I think that 
there were two votes changed in the 
committee report. It was formerly 
a majority report in favor of ought 
to pass. I think everybody knows 
that. It is now a majority report 
against ought to pass. I my self 
personally have never changed my 
position upon it, and I do not see 
where we can gain anything by de
laying the matter at this time of the 
session. 

The PRESIDENT: The question 
is upon the motion of the senator 
from Knox, Senator Thompson, that 
the consideraUon be postponed until 
tomorrow morning. 

A viva voce vote being doubted, a 
rising vote was had and the motion 
was lost. 

Mr. THOMPSON: Mr. President, I 
find on my desk this morning certain 
things suggested here, and an insin
uation, partly on account of which I 
asked the indulgence of the Senate 
for a postponement of twenty-four 
hours. I submit that withholding 
this literature until this time, and 
dumping it upon the desks of the 
Senators at a time when there is no 
opportunity to answer it unless you 
answer it right off your feet, is not 
a proceeding which addresses itself 
to the fairness of fair-minded men. 

Now this matter has been set forth 
before the committee. It was reported 
out six to four ought to pass, and 
the Senator from York, Senator Spen
cer, says he has seen no reason to 
change his mind. I regret that he 
sees fit to press a discussion of the 
matter at this time, being a member 
himself of that committee and hav
ing a pronounced opinion, which he 
is perfectly entitled to. It puts one 

who wishes to consider the matter at 
an unfair advantage and I ask the 
indulgence of the Senate at this time 
in connection with this matter, to 
show the circumstances under which 
I labor and the facts that are set 
here which I may have to meet. 

Now, Mr. President, this being a 
divided report carries no presumption 
one way or the other. In fact, the 
fact that it is a divided report makes 
it not only probable and possible and 
desirable on the part of the Senate 
to consider the matter in its own be
half, independently of the committee, 
but really makes it their duty. So 
it is in that position of mind that 
I approach a discussion of the ques
tion, bearing in mind all the time 
that I do it under protest, owing to 
the circumstances under which this 
matter has been directed or thrust 
upon the attention of the Senate. 

Now the people here seeking a di
vision are put down in this propa
ganda in this way: "The campaign 
for division is being conducted by 
men who have lived in the town less 
than two years and was begun about 
a year ago." So much for that alle
gation. These young men have been 
here at their own expense more Or 
less during the session, came here 
once to a session of the committee, 
and as a result of that hearing the 
action of the committee was six to 
four in favor of a division. They 
went home. For some reason or 
other and for some cause unknown 
to me the matter was recommitted 
and after a length of several weeks 
it comes out from the committee 
again with a report which is itself 
again divided. I understand that 
there has been a change of one mem
ber in the report of the committee, 
that is, it was six to four then, and 
it is five to five now-that means a 
change of one. Whether anything 
happened during that time to change 
this vote of one, I do not know. I 
do not know that it is material. It 
is sufficient for me to notice, how
ever, that during the absence of this 
report from the House and its pres
ence in the hands of the committee. 
there was certainly a lobby main
tained against division in this Legis
lature. The"e )'Ollllg men who are 
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in here and as they have said who 
conducted the campaign were resi
dents of the town for only two years, 
and that is used as a blot against 
them and as a reason why the town 
should not be divided. These are 
young men. Is it a crime to be a 
young man? I think not. Our state 
spends a good deal of money on the 
cducation of its young men. The 
strength of a community, the strength 
of a nation exists, if it exists at all, 
in the character and strength of its 
young men. 

Eut that fact is not true. There 
are men engaged in this division who 
11a,oe been residents in this town for 
thirty years-that fact is not true, 
but it is put out beforo this Legis
lature, before this Senate at the elev
enth hour as a reason why this town 
should not be divided. I submit to 
you, gentlemen, in all fairness and in 
all candor, that that is not a sub
stantial reason. Kow let me say an
other word in behalf of these young 
men. These t"\vo young men 'vore in 
the service. They fought for their 
country. One was in the army, one 
was in the navy. One was a volun
teer, and the man in the navy was 
in the draft. I submit, gentlemen of 
the Senate. that if they come back 
here they are entitled to some con
sideration, and if they happen to set
tle in the town of South Thomaston 
and come here expressing their dis
satisfaction with the present method 
of municipal government, they are 
entitled to receive consideration. I 
ask you, gentlemen, in the spirit of 
fairness, if this thing should be 
rushed in the Senate by such litera
ture as this. Now they are poor. It 
is no disgrace to be poor. Being poor 
has its disadvantages but it is not a 
disgrace. If men who have come to 
live in a small town believe that they 
are not being fairly treated, they 
have a right to come to the Legis
lature and explain their views and 
ask for the righting of those wrongs. 
Now so much for that. I submit that 
it is no disgrace, and they come here 
as fair petitioners, asking for a fair 
thing. Now that raises the question, 
how long has a man got to live in a 
town before he has a right to a peti
tion? I leave that to the Senate. 

Now who has maintained this lob
by here that has changed the vote of 
this one man here who is a member 
of the town and the House? The reo
ords of the Knox: County registry 
show that two of the men who are 
fighting this diviEion have real estate 
mortgages to the amount of $30,000, 
which escape taxation under our law. 
Do you wonder that these men do not 
come here and plead for this, these 
lobbyists? How much tax do they 
pay? As I say, the records of the 
county show that two of these men 
who come here in the lobby and fight 
against this division, have $30,000 of 
mortgaged property on the records of 
Knox County. At the rate of taxa
tion of South Thomaston, 34 mills, 
that would amount to $1000 a year, 
oYer $1000 a year. Now their answer 
to that is, I suppose, that this prop
erty is exempt by law. That is true. 
They have taken advantage of the 
law. But the reason why they come 
here is that they can engage the at
tention of the Legislature on some
thing else, on the question of division, 
while they escape their taxes. On 
the other hand, these young men in 
business down at Owl's Head, all the 
property they have is exposed to the 
sunlight and rain, to the gaze and ob
servation, and they pay a substantial 
tax, a tax of over $200. And they 
have on their payroll, in the busy 
season of the year when they re en
gaged in the fishing business, they 
have a pay roll of $1100 a week. I 
submit, gentlemen, that that entitles 
them to some consideration, and that 
is a thing that should be taken into 
account in this matter. You can rea
dily see why these men who hold $30,-
000 in untaxed mortgages should be 
willing for the town to stand togeth
er and not be divided. That is a per
fectly natural proposition. 

But these men say, these men who 
seek division come into the Legisla
ture and say that they live between 
four and five miles from the city of 
Rockland, that the roads are in bad 
shape; they say they have been ne
glected. It happened while this mat
ter was in the hands of the commit
tee, about three Or four weeks ago, as 
I was going home one Saturday night. 
two men sat behind me on the train 
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between Brunswick and Rockland, 
and this matter of the division of t!Ie 
town of South Thomaston had been 
engaging the attention of the comm~t
tee and that matter was under dis
cussion between the two men in the 
seat behind me. One man said to thfo' 
other, "Didn't you own a cottage 
down there to South Thomaston?" He 
says, "Yes, I owned one but the roads 
were so poor and it took so much 
time to go and come that I sold it." I 
overheard that conversation, gentle
men. Now these young men have to 
go over these roads, such as these 
men on the train described. They 
are in the fishing business. They can
not get the roads in the condition 
that they want to go over there-they 
have to depend upon their own re
sources largely to get their roads and 
to get to market. Personally I have 
been over those roads myself, and if 
they were a fair sample of the road3 
in Maine, you want to be careful how 
yOU ride over them, and as you ride 
over them you can well say, "God 
save my neck!" and if the roads in 
the State are like what they have you 
can well say "God save the State of 
Maine along with it!" 

Now they object further to '::le 
method by which municipal affia;cs 
are conducted. They have no reprf:
sentation on the board of selectmen, D 

very small representation in all tl1.o['e 
years. 

They complain that business is C<Jll

ducted slackly and laxly. Why, g2n
tlemen, right here in the Senate thE' 
other day, I asked a suspension of the 
rules that a resolve to the amount of 
$500 might pass this Legislature for 
the benefit of the town of SOUt'l 
Thomaston for the high school funi. 
That was owing to the business being 
done in that way. Now that resolve 
Which I asked the Senate to pass, anil 
which it did pass, was for $500 for the 
amount due from the State treasurv 
for the school fund for the year eml
ing July I, 1919, almost two years ago. 
In other words, on account of ineffi
cient, incompetent managemen':, the 
lown of South Thomaston had lo~t 

the interest on $500 for a year and a 
half, or $45-10st that much. Do you 
wonder, gentlemen of the Senate, that 

these people do not like that kind of 
town government? And do yOU won
der that they want to be separatf-orl? 
I think not. It is no answer to say 
that that was the neglect of the '311-

perintendent. He was their superh
tendent, a superintendent of thl}ir 
own choosing, and if they didn't get 
the money in the State treasury fOl' 
two years, whose fault was it but 
their own? Nobody's but their own. 

Now I want to read from the 1<1ot 
annual report of the municipal offi
eel'S of the town of South Thomaston 
for the year ending March I, 1921. Tt 
is the SUperintendent of their own 
choo~mg who makes this report. The 
report is dated-I do not know as 
tbere is any date to it but submlttro>j 
for the current report. He endeavors 
to discuss the school situation. He 
says: 

"The textbooks were in poor con-
dition generally and antiquated. As 
far as the funds would permit, I have 
inau[:'urated changes, The new books 
haye been put into those schools that 
'vera Inost in need. No teacher can 
produce results in the school room 
"':ithout modern texts any more than 
the farmer Without modern tools, 
The schoolhouses and toilets are in 
a most unsatisfactory condition. The 
grammar school building is the best 
of any in town , None of the others 
a:'e suitable for school purposes in 
their present state of repair." In 
view of all that has passed here this 
v:intE-r in regard to these matters, 
nuti<-(' these observations of their 
own school superintendent: Again, 
rcsuming at the top of page 21): 

"None of the others are suitable 
fOl' school pm poses in their present 
state of repair. Tile toilets are in 
,,·-or8e condition than the school 
rooms, I have not entered anyone 
of t]wm that is in fit condition for 
use. 'I'he complaint comes to me that 
in some instances where an effort 
has been made by the school to keep 
them clean, nuisances have been com
n.ilied when teacher and pupils were 
not there. The only cure is a suit
able building' connected with the 
;,(;ho01 house so that there is no en
tl'anCf. from the outside. To spend a 
few dollars each year patching these 
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L'JjJdings or the schoolhouses is 
mo;wy ,"asted. The economical thing' 
to do is for the town to layout a 
repair and building program over a 
se ries of years." A little further on; 
"The surest 'way for the town to 
continue to lose population is to al
low its schools and equipment to fall 
bE.ililld the times. The best business 
investment which it can make is in 
lllouern school plants, structures to 
which the pupils and the townspeo
ph, can point with pride and around 
which can be built a school spirit 
and a town spirit that will make 
peor'j,:) do things for the public good. 
I cat'not make specific recommenda
tions in this report because it would 
bo too long." 

And so it goes on. I will not take 
the time of the Senate, which I know 
is very precious at this time, to read 
more. My only excuse for talking at 
all is that we might have talked this 
matter over two or three weeks ago 
just ad weil as we can now, and I 
beg of the Senate to be indulgent 
wit:l me for that reason, and I ap
p.eal for that reason to its spirit of 
fairness. 

Nf,W again, relative to some of its 
bills. Among the resources of the 
town are uncollected taxes and tax 
deeds as though there were a double 
resource there. I have taken pains 
to find this out that among the un
collected taxes are the tax deeds, so 
that which appears to be. a double re
source is only one resource in fact. 
And their total liabilities after de
ducting their resources they figure at 
$911, so that when you count the 
double resource that is in the; re
~ourccs of uncollected taxes and tax 
deeds, your 15urplus disappears. 

Now they have in here something 
that is due from the high school on 
account of the high school fund, due 
from the State $1000. Five hundred 
dollars of that has been wiped out 
~.y Ihe resolution about which I spoke 
only a few moments ago. Now for 
the year ending July 1, 1920 is an
other $000, and under the suggestion 
of the State superintendent I see no 
method given under heaven or among 
men whel'eby they can get this $500, 
which was due a year ago, until the 

next meeting of the Legislature. Now 
I submit to you, gentlemen of the 
Senate, if that is not a condition of 
municipal government from which 
any rf'ftsonable man might justly seek 
to he divorced. J. submit to you that 
it is. 

There is something else that I re
call here as I have this report. 

One of the men who appeared be
fore the committee, and I heard him 
testify-although I cannot say hon
e.stly that 1 heard everything he said, 
but h" admitted at the hearing before 
the committee that there was a differ
ence in the amount expended for 
schools as published in the report and 
thE' amount of money spent for 
schools as shown by the figures of 
the to;; n officers themselves. Now 
that man here is against division. Do 
YOU wonder at iU In the list of un
paid tlLXCS for 1920 appears the name 
of Ethan A. Rowell for $18.70. Do 
;vou wonder that these young men, 
who WE're manly enough to go into 
the 'Vorld 'Val', object to such a gov
ernment as that to tell them how 
thcj' shall run their bUsiness, and can 
YOll blame them, gentlemen, for ask
ing for a division where business 
can be done under statutory and busi
ness methods? CertainlY, I think not. 

Now relative to this same Ethan 
A. Rowell is an item here where they 
paid him a little bill for services on 
the school board, $12. In other words 
the~' pay him $1:l. and in the same 
r£.port advertise his unpaid tax for 
Ug.70. In other words, instead of 
deducting the difference and collect
ing the amount of $6.70, the amount 
which he owed the town, they pay 
him his bill for $12 and advertise 
hi~ tax as an unpaid tax. I submit 
to you gentlemen, that that is not an 
entirely satisfactory way of doing 
business. 

Now in reports for other years, 
town reports, I have noticed that this 
same man goes on as an unpaid tax
payer in their annual reports for sev
eral years. Against such methods of 
doing business these young men raise 
a protest in that they seek a divi
sion. They say it is not business to 
Cl'.rrl' or. business in that way, nei
ther by a town nor by anybody else. 
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You have seen the condition which 
the house is in relative to its school. 
These young men are men with r-am
ilies. They have children to educate. 
And they have the only industry that 
there is in the town of South 'l'hom
aston. I received last night a local 
paper in which there is an article en
titled "The Charms of vVessakeag," 
as they call it, the Indian name, which 
is in fact South Thomaston. I know 
not who the writer is, I think she is 
a resident of South Thomaston. 

(Article was read, speaking of the 
business opportunities in the line of 
fishing, canning factories, etc.) 

This very industry of which this wo
man speaks, these young men who 
are now seeking a division, are em
barking upon to the extent of their 
capital, or doing business in the fish
ing line which leads up to this. The 
only industry there is in town they 
are trying to foster themselves. They 
are trying to gct ahead notwithstand
ing the things against them in the 
shape of schools and schoolhouses, 
the condition which has been detailed 
to you by their own sworn officer, 
notwithstanding tho condition of the 
roads, they are laboring under all 
these difficulties, and the only thing 
t.hpy ask is a free trial and fair show 
under reasonable conditions and 
among fairminded men in business 
competition, The matter was further 
rubbed in by their not giving them 
any representation on the board of 
selectmen, except as I understand, as 
they elected a woman there who is 
aged about 70-a respectable woman I 
guess, I know nothing against her 
and I should be loath to believe it if 
I did, elected her as the second se
lectman. You see how the thin!;' is 
being rubbed into them, \)ecause they 
started to put up this fight, if you see 
fit to call it by the name of a fight. 
Now in these years that are past,-I 
hate to take the time of the Senate, 
but I feel as though I must say some 
few things here and I assure you, 
gentlemen, that I am nearly through 
-in the last 21 years they have had 
only 12 men-which is the larger part 
of the valution-onlY 12 men on the 
board of selectmen from that section 
of the town. 

Now there are more things that I 
might say but I realize that the time 
of the Senate is precious and I rea
lize that I have taken perhaps all 
the time I should, but the fact that 
this matter has been kept back when 
it might have been taken up and dis
cussed thoroughly in all its phases at 
an earlier time in the session, and 
without any fault on my part, leads 
me to the belief that I have not tres
passed too mUCh, gentlemen, and it 
is with this apology made to you that 
I have taken the time that I have, 
and I ask yoU to consider this matter 
fairly, gentlemen, and give it your 
due consideration so far forth as yOU 
may be able to do under circumstan
ces that are as pressing as these. 
Thank you. 

Mr. EATON of Oxford: Mr. Presi
dent, I wish to say just a word in 
support of my position in this mat
ter and upon the report which I 
signed. I do not think my friend 
Senator Thompson, would have you 
think for a moment that this matter 
was not given a fair and full hear
ing. The committee on towns heard 
this matter on the afternoon and 
evening of February 17th, the hear
ing commencing at two o'clock in 
the afternoon and with about an 
hour and a half for supper we were 
in session until eleven o'clock in the 
evening. So that I submit that each 
side had an opportunity and did 
present its case fully and complete
ly. 

A majority of your committee 
were not convinced that this divis
ion was for the good of the territory 
in question. The town of South 
Thomaston in the past ten years has 
lost in population 429, over one
third of its population, and to make 
a division of a town now that has 
only 947, and that decrease in popu
lation is likely to continue-you will 
have two small towns that we be
lieve are not as well off, will not be 
as well off as in their present situa
tion. 

Mr. SPENCER of York: Mr. 
President and fellow senators, I have 
only the greatest respect for the 
senator from Knox, not only froII;l 
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what I have seen of him here this 
session, but also for his opinjons as 
he has expressed them. I do not 
feel, however, that the enactment of 
any law should have in it the ele
ment of courtesy. I feel that the 
State is above everything else, and 
that when we do anything here we 
do it for the interest of the State. 
When we consider a proposition like 
this we have to consider three par
ties. There is no other way. One 
party is the old town itself; the other 
party is the proposed new town; and 
the third party, if you want to put 
it in that order, is the State of Maine. 

In this matter, as Senator Eaton 
has said, the committees took the 
nlatter under very careful advise
ment. They were seven hours lis
tening to the proponents and oppon
ents to this bill, and I think that 
four hours out of the seven were 
devoted to the proponents. Now as 
to the character of the proponents' 
evidence in this matter, if it can be 
called such, what was presented to 
the committee was not official, it was 
simply the idea of each individual as 
to why this thing should occur in 
the history of the State. Some of 
them had trouble with the drain
age, others said that the roads were 
bad. 

Now everybody here knows that 
the roads in the State of Maine are 
bad all over the Rtate. That is no 
reason why you should divide a 
town. They said that t11e school
houses were bad. W11y, I understand 
t11at a few years ago t11ey 11ad to 
build two out11ouses for every school-
110use in the town. Even the condi
tions in town often have somet11ing 
to do with the conditions of the 
sc11ools. Really you must consider 
just w11at the status of morality 
may be in these matters. But we had 
no time to consider that any further 
t11an it appeared at this hearing. 

Now gentlemen, I have in this case 
reduced certain reasons t11at I had to 
\vriting in order t11at t11e committee 
of t11e whole might have my views on 
this proposition, and I have stated 
t11em as reasons why Sout11 Thomas
ton should not be divided. In the 
fi'rst place the town is too small. 

Owl's Head would only have 9 square 
miles; what was left would only 
have 11. Now this is only 20 square 
miles; that is half a township. The 
old town of Thomaston itself has 
been divided and subdivided, and 
wherc are you going to stop? The 
population of South Thomaston, as 
my brother from Oxford has said, was 
a littlc over 1400 in the census of 
1910, and at the last census of 1920 
it was only 960. Now the question 
was raised, where have those people 
gone? I do not know. They are 
gone, and if you divide the town, you 
get two little towns of less than 500 
each. The statement of the pro
ponents that there are 110 towns in 
the State of Maine that are smaller 
in the point of population than this 
one is no argument in its behalf. It 
is a misfortune that the State has a 
lot of little towns, and two of them 
we have disorganized right here in 
this body this session. 

We have some more that ought to 
be. I saw one in the Maine register 
that has no town officers at the 
present time. You send ballots there 
for an election and they are going to 
stay in the express office because 
there is no town clerk to receive 
them. 

My. second reason for not dividing 
the town of South Thomaston is that 
it is unfair. The town of Owl's Head 
is asking for $300,000 of valuation to 
support 13 miles of highway of which 
9.98% is State aid under patrol, 
which leaves to old South Thomas
ton, with only $190,000 valuation 
21/0 miles of poc·r road only a very 
small portion of whieh, I think about 
three miles, is under State patrol. I 
believe that on the question of high
ways alone this town will come be
fore this State asking for aid inside 
of ten years. 

The third reason why I believe the 
town of South Thomaston should not 
be divided is this, the majority of 
the inhabitants of this town are op
posed to the division, about two to 
one. At Ingraham's Hill, a small 
village within the proposed area of 
the new town, 75% are opposed to the 
division, and at Ash Point, another 
little hamlet, also within the Owl's 
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Head district, 95% are opposed to 
the division. 

As I have stated the reasons for 
division are only pretexts, and we 
cannot see why private matters 
should enter into these things. It is 
very plain to me that in many of 
these cases of special legislation, 
what is one man's meat is another 
man's poison, and we have got to 
recognize that fact here in legisla
tion, because it is almost a human 
axiom. 

My fourth reason is that this would 
be a civil crime. A division of towns 
directly concerns the future policy 
of this State. It increases the ex
pense -of civil administration. It 
opens up the equalization funds in 
this State to the demands of more 
and more little towns, and it makes 
it harder and harder for the State 
to maintain its burdens which are al
ready large. One of the reasons 
given in the hearing was that if these 
two towns were created it would open 
the equalization funds of this State 
to their support. Now, gentlemen, a 
rough definition of the law and the 
enactment of law is simply, Help for 
the under dog. If all men were fair 
in this world, there would not be any 
need of any law or any legislation
if every man would try to help his 
neighbor and try to do all he could 
for him. Now in this proposition I 
believe that the old dead end of 
South Thomaston is the under dog, 
and I believe it is against the inter
ests of the State of Maine to provide 
any such little inSignificant town as 
this. I do not believe, and I do not 
believe that you believe, in dividing 
the State of Maine up into mince
meat. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Knox: Mr. 
President. the Senators who have last 
spoken, Senator Spencer and Sena
tor Eaton have reminded me of 
some things which I intended to say 
When I was first on my feet. I do 
not know whether I mentioned it or 
not, but the town of South Thomas
ton has a trust fund the income of 
which is about $200 annually. Of 
course by any division the new town 
-would lose that fund. 

I desire to answer the suggestion 

made by Senator Eaton and Senator 
Spencer that the town had gone from 
1438 inhabitants down to 947 in the 
last' decade. Let me call your atten
tion, Senators, to this fact in connec
tion with that statement. In 1900 the 
population of the town was 1426 and 
in 1910 it increased to H38, not a 
large increase in a decade but never
theless an increase and in strange 
contrast to the last decade where the 
loss was about 500. Let me call your 
attention to some things that stand 
out in this statement. There was an 
increase in population in the decade 
between 1900 and 1910. The decade be
tween 1910 and 1920 there was a 
marked decrease. This is the secret of 
it, The law exempting the taxation of 
mortgages and the mortagee was 
passed in 1911. When that passed the 
stuff that yoU could get at disap
peared. The assessors could not touch 
it; if they wanted to they could not 
do it. And then the people in their 
desire to get out of town for the ben
efit of their children got out. And 
When this method of taxing property 
and this lax business method which 
is employed by the muniCipal officers 
of South Thomaston, as I have alrea
dy shown, here, was put into effect, 
then the population left that town 
gentlemen,-that is the reason. It i~ 
easily explained. And I thank you, 
Senators, for calling my attention to 
it. 

Relative now to the policy to which 
the Senator from York has alluded of 
cutting the State up into small towm; 
there is no hard and fast rule lik~ 
most rules which govern human con
duct to be followed. In the county of 
Knox I think nearly half the towns 
in the county are carved out of the 
old towns. 

The town of South Thomaston was 
carved out of Thomaston, and the 
City of Rockland was itself carved 
out of Thomaston. The object of the 
resistance to this is to attract your 
attention to something else, while 
they conceal the real facts and the 
real matter. It is like the story of 
pinching the nose of a horse 
so hard that you can pull his 
tooth out and he don't feel it. 
They are calling the attention of 
the public to the division while they 
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e~('ape taxation. That is all there is 
to it, gentlemen. 

The PRESIDENT: The question is 
on the motion of Senator Spencer 
that the majority report, ought not to 
pass, be accepted. 

A viva voce vote being doubted, a 
rising vote was had, and the motion 
to accept the majority report pre
vailed. 

House Bills in First Reading 
H. 435. Resolve in favor of the Bath 

Military and Naval Orphan Asylum. 
Mr. FARRINGTON of Kennebec: 

Mr. President, in order to facilitate 
matters, is there are resolves coming 
along about which there can possibly 
be no question, would it not be well 
to give them their two readings at the 
present time and so advance them a 
day. I make that motion, in regard 
to this bill. 

The motion was agreed to and un
der suspension of the rules House 
Document 435 was read twice and 
passed to be engrossed. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair de
sires to state at this time that there 
are a great many matters coming be
fore the Senate which have not been 
printed. If they are given their sev
eral readings without printing under 
suspension of the rules, owing to their 
number it will be impracticable for 
the secretary to read each of those. 
Under our rules, every senator is en
titled to have every bill read at th" 
table. It is suggested therefore if any 
senator has any doubt concerning the 
bill presented, that it is not only hi~ 
privilege but his urgent duty to lay 
it on the table at least temporarily, 
until he shall have had opportunity 
to examine it. 

The Chair hopes that the utmost 
liberality for that purpose will be ac
corded by the senators. Adjournment 
is assured for next week. By the ex
treme caution of such examination, 
we shall not defer the adjournment 
for more than one day. This may ob
viate much trouble in the passage of 
these several matters. 

Passed to Be Engrossed 
(The following bills and resolves 

under suspension of the rules were 

read twice and passed to be en
grossed.) 

H. 423. An Act to increase the 
military fund amending Section 91 
of Chapter 259 of the Public Laws 
of 1917. 

Resolve in favor of the Maine 
School for Feeble Minded for main
tenance and personal services. 

Resolve in favor of Mrs. E. L. 
Robinson of Bangor. 

H. 424. Resolve in favor of sev
eral academies, institutes, seminar
ies and colleges for maintenance, 
repairs and improvements. 

H. 425. An Act to amend the 
charter of the Belfast municipal 
court. 

H. 426. An Act relating to adop
tion. 

H. 427. An Act to amend Section 
3 of Chapter 235 of the Private and 
Special Laws of 1911, relating to a 
police commission in the city of 
Biddeford. 

H. 428. Resolve appropriating 
money to pay the claim of Roswell 
S. Cushing against the State of 
Maine. 

An Act to amend the corporate 
purposes of the Eastport Hotel Co. 

H. 352. An Act to amend Section 
S of Chapter 6 of the Revised Stat
utes, relating to ballots in primary 
elections and providing for the order 
of the means of candidates on said 
ballots to be determined by lot. (On 
motion by Mr. Farrington of Ken
nebec, tabled pending second read
ing. On suggestion by Mr. Thombs 
of Penobscot, the bill was assigned 
for the next session of the Senate.) 

H. 429. An Act to amend Section 
51 of Chapter 4 of the Revised Stat
utes, as amended by Chapter 59 of 
the Public Laws of 1917 and by 
Chapter 97 of the Public Laws of 
1919, relating to the payment by the 
State of the burial expenses of hon
orably discharged soldiers and sail
ors. 

H. 430. An Act to amend Chap
ter 239 of the Public Laws of 1919, 
relating to the use for public pur
poses of armories built by muni
cipalities with State aid. 
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H. 431. Resolve for extra pay to 
the Maine Volunteers, ,Var with 
Spain. (This bill was given its first 
reading and second reading assigned 
for tomorrow morning.) 

H. 432. Resolve appropriating 
money for the care, maintenance and 
repairs of Ft. William Henry in the 
town of Bristol. 

An Act amending Section 25 of 
Chapter 30 of the Revised Statutes, 
relating to the appointment of in
spector of buildings. 

An Act amending Chapter 424 of 
the Private and Special Laws of 1897, 
relating to the retirement of police 
officers of the city of Portland. 

An Act to amend Section 12 of 
Chapter 75 of the Private and Spec
ial Laws of 1919, relating to the 
salaries of the recorder of the Au
gusta municipal court. 

An Act to amend Chapter 118, Sec
tion 2 of the Revised Statutes, relat
ing to the fees of trial justices. 

An Act to amend Chapter 1H) of 
the Private and Special Laws of 
1899, and providing for compensa
tion for the recorder of the muni
cipal court of the city of Saco. 

An Act to amend Chapter 103 of 
the Private and Special Laws of 1919, 
as amended by Chapter 144 of the 
Private and Special Laws of 1907, 
relating to the salary of the clerk 
of the Lewiston municipal court. 

Resolve to fix the salary of the 
representatives to the Legislature of 
the Indian tribes. 

(In the House, this resolve was in
definitely postponed. In the Senate, 
on motion by Mr. Morrison of Pen
obscot, the resolve was tabled pend
ing second reading.) 

H. 116. An Act to amend Chapter 
118, Section 20, of the Revised Stat
utes, relating to the fees of town 
clerl{s. 

Resolve in favor of the Maine 
SchOOl, for Feeble Minded for addi
tions and improvements. 

An Act regulatory of portable saw 
mills and regulating the licensing 
thereof. (House Amendment "A" 
was adopted by that body. On mo
tion by Mr. Emerson of Aroostook, 
tabled.) 

An Act to incorporate the town ~f 
Drew. 

H. 433. An Act to discontinue the 
ferry between the towns of Hamp
den and Orrington, across the Pen
obscot river. 

Veto Message from the Governor 
"STATE OF MAINE 

Office of the Governor 
Augusta 

April I, 1921. 
To the .Honorable Senate: 
I respectfully return herewith, 

without my approval Resolve of the 
Eightieth Legislature entitled, 

RESOLVE in Favor of the Austin 
'V. Jones Company of Veazie, Maine, 
Reimbursing it for Property Destroy
ed by Fire. 

If the above mentioned Resolve 
were passed a dangerous precedent 
would be established. It is alleged 
that an inmate, released on parole, 
from the Bangor State Hospital set 
fire to the buildings of the Austin W. 
Jones Company. The inmate referred 
to was released in good faith by the 
officials of the Hospital and the State 
should not assume responsibility for 
the conduct of the inmates released 
from the yal"ious State institutions. 
In the case in point the inmate con
fessed to having set the fire but there 
is no actual proof that he did so. 
Apart from this, however, I am of the 
opinion that there is neither legal nor 
moral obligation upon the State to 
reimburse the Company that suffered 
the loss, ,Vhile I regret the occur
rence the loss should remain where 
it fell. 

The Minority Report of the Com
mittee is to the effect that the Jones 
Company be allowed to bring a suit 
at law against the State of Maine and 
should the Legislature have any 
doubt as to the State's liability the 
Court is the proper tribunal to deter
mine this question. 

Respectfully, 
(Signed) PERCIVAL P. BAXTER 

Governor of Maine." 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair will 
now state the question before the 
Senate upon consideration under the 
Constitution. The yeas and nays 
will be called by the secretary:' ShaH 
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the resolve be passed notwithstand
ing the objection of the Governor? 

I\1r. GILLIN of Penobscot: Mr. 
President, is the question open for 
debate? 

The PTIESIDEKT: The Chair rules 
that the question can be debated up
on reconsideration. 

Mr. GILLIN: Mr. President, do I 
understand that it must be taken up 
at this time? 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair wiII 
rule that it may be postponed by the 
Senate for future consideration. 

Mr. GILLIK: Mr. President, I 
spoke to Brother Baxter and he has 
no objection to its lying on the table. 
I am perfectly \viIIing to take it up 
at the present time. 

The PTIESIDENT: The Chair wiII 
state that the matter is of great im
portance, but under the parliamen
tary procedure as the Chair interpre
tates it, the Senate may postpone 
consideration if it so desires. 

::\11'. GILLIN: ~lr. President, then 
if proper I move it lie on the table 
until Tuesday next, or I will proceed 
now. I am not particular. 

The PTIESIDEXT: The senator 
from Penobscot, Senator Gillin, 
moves that consideration of this mat
ter be postponed until Tuesday next. 

A viva voce vote was had and the 
motion was lost. 

Mr. GILLI;\!: Then, Mr. President, 
we may proceed now. I wish to state, 
Mr. President and honorable gentle
men of the Senate, that in this matter 
I have not got the slightest interest, 
any more than any senator who is lis
tening here. 

r further wish to state to the mem
bers of the Senate, as you are well 
aware, that this case was tried before 
the committee on judiciary and two 
reports came from that committee. 
The majority of the committee were 
in favor of the resolve after we had 
given two hearing-". 

r understand, gentlemen of the Sen
ate, that One of the grounds upon 
which the veto has been made Is this, 
that it would endanger the right of our 
institutions to parole insane people 

out into the community, if I heard 
the veto message read aright. 

Am I correct in that, Mr. President? 
The PRESIDENT: Thc secretary 

will read the message again. 
(The secretary read the message.) 
:i'dI'. GILLI;\!: In other words, gen

tlemen of tho Senate, I now under
stand thoroughly, and you understand 
thoroughly that the ruling of the Gov
ernor in substance is, that no matter 
how negligent the men in charge of 
your insane institutions may be, and 
no matter how they turn them out on 
the public to burn and destroy your 
property, and shoot and murder people, 
that the State assnmes no liability. 
There can't be any question about that 
from the ruling of the veto. 

Let us see how this was passed. In 
the first place it was passed by a 
majority of the committee after a fair 
hearing. It then passed this Senate 
without a single dissenting vote. It 
passed the House by a twenty to one 
or more vote. Practically 180 men 
after listening to the evidence and the 
arguments upon one side Hnd the other 
said that this was a just cause. 

Gentlemen of the Senate, is it pos
sible that out of thi:o< insane institu
tion over here, that they can turn 
out another insane party, as this case 
disclosed, and that the State assumes 
no responsibility for having such men 
in charge of its institutions? 

r rise in solemn protest against snch 
an institution, gentlemen, that will 
have in charge of it men who will turn 
men out on parole into the hands of 
another insane person to mutilate and 
murder, and to destroy your property. 

As I have said, Mr. President and 
gentlemen of the Senate, I have no 
more interest in this than any other 
member of this Senate. The veto may 
be right, and the veto may be wron~. 
I am going to leave it for the Senate 
to say. r have nothing further to say, 
gentlemen. 

Mr. FARRINGTON of Kennebec: Mr. 
President and gentlemen, I just want 
to say one word. I do not think it is 
quite a fair statement to say that the 
veto message of the Governor sa;'s 
that the State is, n9t liable where there 
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is gross and criminal negligence, be
cause the message itself states that 
in the opinion of the Governor this 
man was paroled in good faith. So 
that I do not think it is fair for the 
Senate to assume the premises as stat
ed by the senator from Penobscot. 

It strikes me if the veto message 
of the Governor can be maintained 
that there is still another way to get 
at the other resolve and bring it before 
the Senate. I do not rise for that pur
pose, particularly, but to say that I 
<10 not feel it a fair statement to at
tribute to the message of the Governor 
the construction that was placed upon 
it. 

Mr. GILLIN: Mr. President, the 
senator well knows, if he analyzed my 
statement that I did not so state. I 
said before this Senate and before our 
committee that this man was turned 
{lut on parole in the hands of another 
insane person, and I ask the distin
guished senator from Kennebec if that 
is not the fact? 

The PRESIDENT: Does the senator 
from Kennebec desire to answer the 
question? 

Mr. FARRINGTON: Will the sen
ator repeat his question? 

Mr. GILLIN: I asked if the senator 
did not understand that the evidence 
before our committee was to the ef
fect that this insane man was turned 
{lut into the hands of his mother, who 
had been in an insane asylum herself? 

Mr. FARRINGTON: Mr. President, 
and members of the Senate, I reply 
that the insanity of the mother was 
20 years prior to the date upon which 
her son was submitted into her care. 

Mr. GILLIN: I ask if she had been 
insane and had been in an insane asy
lum? 

Mr. FARRINGTON: I reply that she 
had been insane and in an asylum 20 
years before. 

Mr. GILLIN: Mr. President, I re
state that this man was turned out 
into the community under the control 
of the mother who had been in an in
sane asylum, so that I do not impugn 
at all that the Governor might not 
be right in his message. I under-

stood what he said. I simply wish to 
put myself on record. 

Mr. MORRILL of Cumberland: Mr. 
President, I want to ask a question. 
If the minority report was accepted, 
as I understand it, this Legislature 
sustains this law, the right to sue 
the State. Is that the understanding? 

Mr. GILLIN: That is the under
standing. 

Mr. MORRILL: Does the State fur
nish these parties with money to fight 
this law suit and pay the expenses? 
If they don't I shouldn't want the 
Legislature to legislate an important 
law suit on me, if I had the color of 
a title. Does the State furnish the 
money to demonstrate this point? 

Mr. GILLIN: I will say through 
the Chair that it does not. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair will 
re-state the question. Shall the re
solve be passed notwithstanding the 
objection of the Governor? As many 
as are in favor of passing the resolve 
notwithstanding the objection of the 
Governor will vote yes and the op
posed will vote no. 

The secretary called the roll. Those 
voting yes were: Messrs. Babb, Clem
ent, Cobb, Gillin, GOUld, Holt, Mor
rill, Sargent, Thombs, Tuttle,-10. 
Those voting no were: Messrs. Ad
ams, Allen, Baxter, Bemis, Clark, Ea
ton, Emerson, Emery, Farrington, 
Folsom, Hall, Morrison, Spencer, 
Sprague, Stevens, Thompson,-16. 

Absentees-MeElSrs. Garcelon Par
ent, Putnam,-3. 

Ten senators having voted yes and 
16 voting no, the motion did not pre
vail and the resolve was not passed 
notwithstanding the objections of the 
Governor. 

Mr. GOULD of Aroostook: Mr. 
President, I'have an order here which 
I wish to present. This is something 
entirely new to me and I thing prob
ably to a great many members of 
this body. 

The Governor has asked me to pre
sent an order here creating a joint 
<'ommission to be known as a Mem
ber of the New England Commission 
of Foreign and Domestic Commerce 
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The other states of New England 
have already formed their commis
sion. The title will probably indicate 
to you the purposes of this commis
sion. 

There is one thing I might say that 
appeals to all of us, there are no fees 
going with this commission; it is an 
honorary matter. The commission 
would be appointed by the Governor 
and Council, and consist of five citi
zens of the State of Maine, and its 
purposes are as indicated, commerce 
of foreign and domestic purposes. 

I have the order in the hands of the 
President. 

The PRESIDENT: The SQnator 
from Aroostook, moves that we sus
pend the order of last week in rela
tion to the reception of bills after 
that time, and forward them to the 
next Legislature, that he may intro
duce at this time the bill which the 
secretary will please read, and then 
we will vote upon the motion that it 
be received under suspension of the 
order. 

The secretary read the title: "An 
Act to establish a Commission of For
eign and Domestic Commerce." 

(The secretary then read the bill in 
full.) 

The PRESIDENT: The question is 
on the motion of Senator Gould that 
we suspend the order and receive this 
bill. 

The motion was adopted by a viva 
voce vote. 

Mr. THOMBS of Penobscot: Mr. 
President. I do not at this time wish 
to delay the orderly procedUre of the 
Senate, but this is a matter of great 
importance, not only to the Legisla
ture but to the people of the State of 
Maine, coming as it does at this late 
day. I think the request will be made 
that it be referred to the committee. 
I think that it should be printed 
that there may be a distribution of 
copies of the act for the perusal of 
persons interested. 

Mr. President. I move that the mat
ter lie on the table for printing. 

Mr. GOULD: Mr. President. I would 
say in answer to the senator from 
Penobscot. that I intended to state 

that this bill was supposed to go 
through without being referred to any 
committee, and if it was to be re
ferred to a committee it would be one 
that I am chairman of, the federal 
relations committee. and that was 
the reason of this bill being handed 
to me to present at this time. 

The motion to table was adopted 
and 500 copies were ordered printed. 

Mr. EMERY of Washington: Mr. 
PreSident, I ask the consent of the 
Senate to suspend the rules and the 
order in order that I may introduce 
An Act to provide for State aid for 
towns in the maintenance and repair 
of bridges. 

(The secretary read the bill.) 
Mr. FOLSOM of Somerset: Mr. 

President. may I inquire through the 
Chair of Senator Emery if this is a 
bill that emanates from the Commit
tee on Ways and Bridges, and has 
had their consideration on the gen
eral matter? 

Mr. EMERY: lUr. President, I will 
state for the benefit of the senator 
that this is a committee bill, and is 
introduced by arrangement with the 
Committee on "\Vays and Bridges. 

It should properly have been in 
earlier, but by a clerical error the 
matter was overlooked, and we shall 
have to ask the indulgence of the 
Senate that we may introduce it at 
this time. 

The motion was adopted, the rules 
suspended and the bill was received. 

On fUrther motion by the same sen
ator, under suspension of the rules, 
the bill was given its two readings 
and passed to be engrossed. 

The following resolves were pre
sented. and were referred to the Com
mittee on Appropriations and Finan
Cial Affairs. 

By Mr. Adams of Kennebec: Re
solve in favor of the clerk of the 
Committee on "\Vays and Bridges. 

By Mr. Allen of York: Resolve 
in favor of Bernice E. Bates for ser
vices as clerk of Committee on Edu
cation. 

By Mr. Putnam of Washington: 
Resolve in favor of Edith B. Wilson 
for services rendered to the House 
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and Senate Committees on Engrossed 
Bills. 

By Mr. Thompson of Knox: Re
solve in favor of Julian K. Croxford 
for services as clerk on the Commit
tee on Claims. 

Mr. THOMBS of Penobscot: Mr. 
President, I desire to move the sus
pension of the rules that I may pre
sent three resolves which take care of 
the expenses of the employes of the 
Legal Affairs Committee. If received 
at this time I shall then move that 
they be referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations and Financial Affairs. 

Their titles are as follows: 
Resolve in favor of F. A. Tryon, 

stenographer to the Legal Affairs 
Committee. 

Resolve in favor of George H. 
Chick, for services as messenger to 
Leagl Affairs Committee. 

Resolve in favor of Lawrence P. 
Clark, for services to Legal Affairs 
Committee. 

Passed to be Engrossed 
(The following bills and resolves, 

unless otherwise noted, under sus
pension of the rules were read twice 
and passed to be engrossed.) 

S. 182: Resolve providing for the 
care, support and medical or surgical 
treatment of dependent persons in or 
by certain charitable and benevolent 
institutions and organizations not 
owned or controlled by the State, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 183: An Act to consolidate the 
Library Laws. 

S. 185: Resolve to reimburse the 
town of Prentiss for sheep and poul
try killed by dogs and wild animals 
in nineteen hundred and nineteen. 

S. 185: Resolve for maintenance 
and improvement of the State Park 
in Augusta. 

S. 186: Resolve to amend Section 
121 of Chapter 4 of the Revised Stat
utes, relating to application for li
cense to build or extend Fish Wiers. 

S. 187. An Act to amend the char
ter of the Northern Cumberland mu
nicipal court. 

S. 188. An Act to amend Section 27 

of Chapter 117 of the Revised Statutes 
relating to the salary of the superin
tendent of public buildings. 

S. 189. An Act to amend Section 16 
of Chapter 117 of the Revised Stat
utes as amended by Chapter 116 of 
the Public Laws of 1917, to increase 
the salary of the State treasurer. 

S. 190. An Act to amend Chapter 
293 of the Public Laws of 1917, relat
ing to the per diem of the wardens. 

S. 191. An Act to amend Section 1 
of Chapter 109 of the Private and Spe
cial Laws of 1919, relating to the sal
ary of the judge of the Bath municipal 
court. 

Reports of Committees 
Mr. Cobb from the committee on 

State Sanatoriums, on the communi
cation regarding the Clary farm be
quest, reported that the same be re
ferred to the Governor and Council. 

The report was accepted. 

The following committees submit
ted their final reports, which were ac
cepted: 

Agriculture. 
Commerce. 

Passed to Be Engrossed 
S. 172. An Act to authorize the State 

Highway Commission to take over for 
construction and maintenance all roads 
on Indian Township. 

S. 173. An Act authorizing Elliotts
ville Plantation to build and maintain 
its roads and bridges, and to raise 
money for the same. 

S. 174. An Act to amend Section 1 
of Chapter 7 and Paragraph 4 of said 
Section of the Revised Statutes, relat
ing to the sale of real estate by li
cense of court. 

(Senate Amendment "A" presented 
by Mr. Thompson of Knox, for the 
purpose of correcting an error, was 
adopted.) 

S. 175. An Act for the better protec
tion of ducks and geese in the waters 
of Merrymeeting Bay, in the counties 
of Cumberland and Sagadahoc, and 
tributaries thereof, excepting Kenne
bec river, within one mile of the wa
ters of said Merrymeeting Bay. 

S. 176. An Act to provide for the 
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removal of property from lands intend
ed to be flowed and the assessment of 
damages caused thereby, when such 
property, if flowed, will constitute a 
menace to persons or property. 

(Tabled on motion by Mr. Adams of 

Kennebec.) 

S. 177. Resolve in favor of tIle 
Public Utilities Commission to take 
care of expenses provided for under 
Chapter 117, "cction 31, Chapter 55, 
Section 1 and Chapter 24, Sections 34-
38 of the Revised "tatutes. 

(Senate Amendment "A," presented 
by Mr. Folsom of Somerset, to correct 
the amount stated in the resolve, the 
amendment being presented by the 
advice of the committee On appropria
tions and financial affairs, was adopt
ed.) 

S. 178. Resolve appropriating mon
cy for the retracing and defining of 
the lines of the public lots. 

S. 179. Resolve appropriating mon
ey for the purpose of obtaining infor
mation in regard to wild lands for the 
purposes of taxation. 

S. ISO. Resolve in favor of the su
perintendent of public buildings for 
salary and wages and for maintenance 
and improvements. 

S. 181. Resolve to purchase 500 cop
ies of the public letters of John Fair
field. 

H. 309. An Act to increase the mill 
tax highway fund and to provide for 
the method of its application. 

H. 333. An Act additional to Chap
ter 33 of the Revised Statutes, as 
amended, relating to ice fiishing in 
China lake, including that portion of 
said lake known as Mud pond, which 
lake is situated in the town of China 
and in the town of Vassalboro, in the 
county of Kennebec. 

H. 381. An Act to divide the town 
of \Vells and incorporate the town of 
Ogunquit. 

1\11'. SPEKCER of York: Mr. Pres
ident, I moye that this bill be indefi
nitel,' postponed. I haye no quarrel 
with the committee on Legal Af
fairs, before which committee this 
matter was heard. In fact, I have 

great respect for all the members of 
that committee, not only in the Sen
ate but in the House. I cannot dis
tinguish between them particularly, 
but I will Say that I have mueh re
spect for the chairman of that com
mittee and I believe that he will leave 
a very fine record in the 80th Legis
lature. But I want to say that on 
this proposition, gentlemen, there 
may be some question. 

The committee on Legal Affairs has 
had a large part of the work of this 
session on their hands. Is it possible 
that human minds can encompass 
every problem that comes to this 
Legislature in the short time that we 
are here, if they lmve to do it all? 
The purpose of committees is to di
'.'ide up the work of the Legislature. 
If it were not for the division of the 
work of the Legislature among com
mittees, we would be here two years 
instead of three months. 

Now this matter did not come be
fore my committee on Towns and I 
am not sorry that it did not. But I 
feel that if I apply the standard to it 
that we applied in the other matter 
which we discussed this forenoon it 
is going to lack those requirements 
which I consider necessary before 
l' State of Maine decides to cut up 
"'., ,'ld town in this manner. 

I suggested in the other matter 
that the parties to be considered are 
the old town, the new town if there 
is to be one, and the State. 

I do not suppose that you have 
considered the facts in this matter 
and for that reason I want to give 
you a few of the statistics. The old 
town will have a valuation if di
vided of $1,259,472 and the new town 
$9~4,000 including the summer valu
ation of about $412,050. The old town 
will be left with 107 miles of road; 
the new town will only have twelve 
miles. There will be in the old town 
20 bridges and four half bridges. 
There will be in the new town only 
two bridges. As for schools, there 
will be 13 common schools and one 
high school in the old town and one 
school in the new. It has been esti
mated that the future tax rate for the 
old town, in order for them to have 
just what they have under the pres-
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ent appropriations in the future will 
aggregate 49 mills, and that of Ogun
quit 24. I understand from reliable 
sources that the inhabitants of the 
town of Wells are opposed to this di
vision to the amount of 75%. If 
there is anybody here who believes in 
self-determination they certainly 
must recognize the rights of these 
towns to some consideration. 

Now the shape of this town, if it 
is ever made a town, will be a little 
triangle, the base resting upon the 
ocean and the point penetrating far 
into the interior. Do you think that 
this is the shape for a town? I do 
not like to see towns made that way. 
I feel that what we want is a great, 
prosperous State. We do not want a 
State made up of little municipalities 
that have no financial ability to 
maintain themselves. I feel that if 
our towns on the coast were divided 
in this manner that it would affect 
the Federal Government's methods 
of protection in time of war. 

There has been a good deal said in 
our committee about the apportion
ment of State senators and Represent
atives-about Portland being a 
large city-possibly dangerous to the 
interests of the State. I do not live 
in Cumberland county, but I feel that 
Portland at the time of the last war 
was a great benefit to the State of 
Maine. The whole proposition here, 
as I understand it, resolves itself in
to this question, gentlemen, whether 
you want to make a town out of a 
school district. 

Mr. THOMBS of Penobscot: Mr. 
President and members of the Sen
ate: I hope I may not unduly tres
pass upon your time this morning 
but I do feel that you will agree 
with me that being here as mem
bers of the Legislature it is not only 
a pleasure for us, but it is our plain 
duty as well to give ample time to 
the consideration of the State's busi
ness. And if perchance I should take 
more time in the discussion of this 
matter than some of you might feel 
that I ought, I want to offer to you 
the excuse that I for one am willing 
to give all the time that is necessary 
to a proper consideration of every 
mattei' that comes before us. 

I want to make at the start a few 
observations, and I certainly should 
be lacking in a sense of decency if I 
did not publicly acknowledge the 
compliment for my committee and 
the compliment to me personally 
just tendered by the respected Sen
ator from the good old county of 
York. It was my pleasure to serve 
with him in a preceding session of 
the Legislature on the other side of 
the capitol, and I well remember I 
often remarked upon the important 
part that he took in one of the most 
celegrated debates that ever occurred 
in the history of Maine Legislatures. 

In that celebrated post office fight, 
which I often hear spoken of, in the 
Legislature of 1913, I truly believe 
that h;" neat, concise little speech 
was the turning of the scale in the 
decision of the matter as finally re
corded. I certainly shall always re
member him for that as well as for 
his geniality and his earnest and sin
cere desire to do his part in the work 
of this Legislature. 

I also want to make a few obser
vations. if you will bear with me, 
about the general proposition of the 
division of towns. I want to ask you, 
fellow Senators, to go back with me 
long years ago and to ask yourselves 
what the town lines meant at that 
time and how they were laid. Is it 
not fair to state that the laying out 
and the measuring of town bounda
ries was in a somewhat arbitrary 
manner, not having due consideration 
for the needs of the people who then 
inhabited the State of Maine. I know 
and you know well too that town 
lines as well as natural monuments 
and those things which surround us 
in our every day life, after the as
sociation of days and years, aye, of 
generations, that those things become 
dear to us. Mr. President, if you own 
an estate in the State of Maine and 
the needs of modern civilization and 
industry have led the way to the 
building of a railway, and your estate 
happens to lie in the direct path which 
it is necessary usually to follow in 
laying out such a way, I doubt not 
that you would be sorry to see the 
surveyors coming on to your prop
erty, thereby indicating to you that 
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in a short time the soil of your estate 
would be torn up; it may be that it 
would be divided in twain and it 
never again would look the same to 
you, Mr. President, nor to your chil
dren, but I do not believe that ~'ou, 

realizing that civilization must eyer 
press onward, would be one to oppose 
such an improvement. 

And, gentlemen of the Senate, If 
thc illustration is a fair one, I asl{ 
you if there is anything sacred and 
inviolable about a town line"? The 
demands of modern civilization, thc 
changing of centers of population, the 
growing up of manufacturing indus
tries, and changes of many kinds, 
bring us sometimes to the point 
where we liuestion whether or not it 
may not be advisable for us to depart 
somewhat from the established us
ages aI~d customs of our forefathers 
a:ld t),iC lilliltations that they hayo 
giyen to us. The learned Senator from 
York has the greatest resped for the 
old Constitution of ~laine; he has 
lifted up his yoice in this Sen
a te at this session and pro
tEsted against its change. Rut I 
haye to rcminel ,'ou that the Consti
tution has been chang'eel in the wis
dom of su('('ceding generations very 
man,' times since it was first adopt
ed. So I want to say to you, gentle
men, in all good raith and fairness, 
that I believe it is fair argument to 
say to you that there isn't anything 
so sacrcd about town lines that de
mands whe11 they arc reasonahle and 
just may not merit their change. 

1\11'. President and Senators, this is 
one of thc most importa,nt matters 
that came ],efore the Committee on 
Lf~gal Affairs at this s('ssion,-and the 
Committee on tIle Reference of Bills 
has entrusted it \\'ith many impor
tant materials,--and r \"ant to say in 
behalf of m,' committee that I haye 
an earnest, honest, conscientious 
committee, They are diligent in 
their work The,- are painstaking. 
They are unsparing' of thcir time, 
and I want to aSSUI'e you that I he
lieye that e\"E~ry matter, notwith
standing there may have heen dis
agreements and will he perhaps, has 
had the hest that this committee has 
to offer. 

Xow, :Mr. President, if this were 
a unique thing, I should hesitate a 
bit. I think one of the attorneys who 
appeared in the hearing before this 
committee made the observation that 
in his experience in Legislative work 
-and I may remark it has been con
siderable-there seemed to be a sen
timent in Legislatures generally not 
to quickly or easily change town 
lines. And 1 quite agree with him 
that the matter is so important that 
it oug-ht not to be done without care
ful consideration. 

Gentlemen of the Senate, allow me 
to remind yOU of one or two examples 
where such a change has been made 
in Ol'der that you may know that in 
this same county preceding Legisla
tures sometimes haye taken the very 
step that you are now asked to take, 
and I am quite willing that you judge 
of this particular matter by the in
stances which I shall call to your at
tention. Some twcnty-five or thirty
five years ago a Legislature SR\V fit 
to set otf from the town or city of 
f'a('o, as it may have then been, the 
to\vn of Old Orchard, and I want to 
ask you, Senators, if the fact that 
(he,' (li(l (hen set off this town has not 
wnlTanted through all thc years the 
judgment that the,' thon exercised? 
I do not care to go into the statistics 
of the town 01' Old Orchard. I do not 
lmow them. It is not necessary. But 
there probahly is not a Senator who 
has not had thc delightful pleasure 
of tarr,'ing for a time in that beauti
ful seaside resort. It has grown and 
thrived and is the ~fecca year by 
year of thousands and, thousands of 
pleasure and hcalth seekers. And the 
faee that it was taken from its parent 
when it had grown up to manhood in 
no way has detracted from it as a 
town fulfilling, I believe, eyery duty 
incumbent upon it. 

I want also to remind yoU that only 
four or six years ago a Legislature 
divided the town of Kennebunkport 
into the towns of Kennebunk a,1d 
North Kennebunk, and up to this 
time, so far as I know, neither town 
has come baC'k to the Leg'islature ask
ing that they be again reunited. Gen
tlemen of the Senate, I do not think 
that I ought to take your time :0 go 
into a detailed statement of the \ P/'y 
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intricate internal affairs of this com
munity. Because I beJieye that '.l·'rfl 
is a reason which will justify you in 
sustaining this committee without 1 ("

sorting to these intricate figures. jj'ei
low Senators, when there comes a 
time in the life of a family when it 
is no longer possible for the man 
and the woman to live together as 
man and wife in peace and comLnt, 
the great Legislature of the State 
of Maine has said tlmt by a juflicial 
proceeding they may each go their 
sE'Yeral ways. There was evidence, 
gentlemen, at this hearing, and th", 
spirit that was there displayed I 
think bore out the evidence, that th;Jn 
has been friction between the parent 
town, if you please to call it, of Wells 
and this sturdy boy, the village of 
Ogunquit. This friction has contin
ued, I am informed, for as 10ng a>1 35 
years. It is rampant all the time. 11Is
played in tne yearly town mee::ing-s 
and not forgotten in the other a.'H 
daY~ of the year. The committe,o, I 
think, were justified in beJi,cY in" 
from the evidence presented that ~t 

"'a~ impossible for these two 80m
munities within the lines and limits 
of the town of Wells as now deJ'iwd 
to live as parent and child in the fam
ily town in that relationship and 
courtesy one to the other which is not 
only desirable but necessary for tlwir 
proper conduct of business and 
growth. 

This trouble, gentlemen, let me re
mind you became so acute that nine 
or ten years ago there was formed a 
village corporation including wh,tt is 
now asked to be set apart and gi I'en 
t'l(' name of Ogunquit. Gentlem'81' of 
the Senate, if that means anything 
to me, it means that at that cLne 
there existed some feeling of inde
pendence between these two sections 
of the town. And it follows of course 
HJat the Legislature accepted that 
view and granted to this community 
or Ogunquit the right to have a grea.r,
er voice in the conducting of U ell' 
own affairs than it was possible fOl' 

them to secure without it. I have n::> 
doubt that the people at that time 
hoped, yes, they may have even be
lieved that this would correct the 
evils that then existed and that 

these component parts of one town 
might again get along together and 
fuifill the proper functions of fl. tClwn. 
Uu t it is needless and trite for me 
tn remind you that those hopes [md 
t'xpef'tations have not been fuHille,l 
for the very obvious reason that tney 
are here today asking for further 
div;fion and relief. 

I think there is an observation that 
f'lt,:uICl carry great weight in d"l ~\(l
'il g this matter, and that is the v'OJrv 
g;'.·.·~t difference that exists in the HJ· 

('ectior and the business of these two 
communities. The old town of Wells 
is a seacoast town, having a large 
number of miles. I am not quite 8U1.'e 
but one entire side bordering upon 
the ocean. Now there has grown up 
down on the very coast, there has 
grown up there in the last 20 to 25 
years, from humble beginnings, I am 
sure, the village of Ogunquit. This 
came into being, I understand, be
cause it had a beautiful beach and 
was in close proximity and on the 
ocean front. 

Thousands and thousands of people 
were then turning eastward to the 
State of Maine for a vacation ground 
-some of them turned their eyes to
ward this beautiful spot and it be
came their summer home, and they, 
pleased with it and the beauties of 
Maine, have returned from year to 
year and have brought with them 
friends and relatives, and attracted 
strangers in large numbers. So that 
in the course of the years there has 
grown up along and on the coast of 
this town what we commonly speak 
of in Maine as a seashore resort. I 
understand there is not a single man
ufacturing plant in the village of 
Ogunquit-I do not think there is in 
the whole town of Wells. But there 
is a large volume of business in the 
village of Ogunquit. In the summer 
time these hundreds of strangers 
make their home there. In the win
ter they are gone and the year round 
inhabitants alone remain. Every
thing from a business standpoint and 
from the interests of individual work 
and income of the people who reside 
in the village of Ogunquit turns to 
the summer business. I want to em
phasize for you, if you please, the dif-
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ference between this kind of business 
and that carried on in the other sec
tion of the town. The people in old 
Wells, so to speak, because that IS 
the way they distinguish between the 
two communities, I think, are in the 
main farmers and their interests are 
not so united and tied up in the sum
mer resort business as the people of 
Ogunquit. That I am sure is obvious 
and it is a difference which I believe 
amply accounts for the differences 
which have arisen and which have 
brought these people here today. 

1 \\'[lll t tn ill ustra te to you, if you 
pI0a~e, anll remind you that all along 
the coa~t of l\lain8 there are luallY, 
nHtllJl such resorts, and to sllo"\v you, 

if you ])IC"~l', that there are demands 
nUlCle on those tcnvlls "\vhich have 
those resorts that are not in COl1unon 
with those made on inland towns. I 
want to bring to your attention that 
beautiful town of Eden, commonly 
called Bar Harbor, the tourists' Mecca 
of the whole ea~tern United States. 
This Legislature, at this very session, 
has lJeen asked to pass laws there 
that pertain solely to facilitating the 
business of that town as a summer re
sort town. They want to layout now 
--and the legal affairs committee has 
O. K.'d their proposition-they want 
to layout bridle paths. Now, gentle
men, that is something that is un
known and uncalled for in inland 
towns in Maine. In Bar Harbor they 
have gone as far as this: The Legis
lature has authorized them to have a 
large board of selectmen, seven in 
number I think, and they have found 
it expedient and wise in that town to 
have a law enacted that two, I believe, 
of those selectmen may be non-resi
dents of the State of Maine. Now, 
gentlemen, I believe that this is a 
fair illustration of the needs and of 
the conditions which confront those 
towns which cater to a summer resort 
business. 

And if that be true, then I believe 
that it is not only-it may not be a 
matter of excuse-it is the reason for 
the village of Ogunquit coming here 
and asking th", right and privilege to 
set up housekeeping for itself. Now 
I want to say that it was in evidence 

before the committee that it has been 
impossible for the community of Ogun
quit, even under this village charter 
gran ted them so recently to get the 
lluulic improvements and benefits that 
they believe they should have to prac
tically carry forward their business. 
I understand that they went into town 
meeting and asked that the town of 
,Veils appropriate money that they 
migh t put electric ligh ts upon the 
streets. And there is not a senator 
within the sound of my voice who will 
cleny that that is not only a necessary 
improvement hut one that I believe ev
ery town should be glad to accord to 
its village; and I understand that the 
town of '.Vells, or that portion of it 
which had the more votes, namely, old 
,Vells, said to those people, You shall 
not progress so far as to light your 
streets in this modern way. However, 
street lights grace the streets of Ogun
quit today, lighting the stranger in 
his travels by night, protecting the 
citizens at rest. But, gentlemen, this 
improvement was paid by the people 
of Ogunquit out of their own pockets
sidewalks just the same-sewer sys
tems just the same-an engine house 
provided in the same manner. Now I 
want to submit to you, gentlemen, re
membering that the town of old '.Yells 
has always during these years had the 
power in the matter of numbers to out
vote Ogunquit, I want to ask you if 
that is a creditable record. For years 
and years there have been two of the 
selectmen always selected from old 
Wells; one sometimes from Ogunquit, 
but that One on account of the differ
ence in voting power necessarily se
lected by the town of old \Yells. 

I think the senator from York says 
something about the roads. The evi
dence before the committee I think, to 
state it fairly, was that the roads in 
mileage, if the proposed division be 
carried through, would result some
what in the proportion of seven to one 
putting the larger mileage of cours~ 
in the old town of '.Vells. 

But, gentlemen, you should not judge 
entirely of the matter of roads or 
their up-keep from the matter of mile
age. In the town of old \Vells there 
goes from its eastern to its western 
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extremity the State highway, leading 
from Maine to New Hampshire. That 
road has been made through this en
tire town and its maintenance is now 
a matter for the State and the State 
alone. I am informed that the bal
ance of the roads in a great many in
stances are the little roads that lead 
off to the little hamlets or the isolated 
farmhouses in the back communities. 
And I do not need to remind you, gen
tlemen, because you are lTIell of prac
tical affairs, that the up-keep neces
sary for roads of that kind and the 
cost is not nearly so much per mile as 
for those roads which serve and carry 
a heavy traffic. In addition to that, 
the old town of Wells is fortunate in 
this respect about its road, that its 
soil is of a somewhat sandy nature 
and the roads are much more easily 
and cheaply maintained than they 
would be if they were of a dirt sur
face alone. 

I said I would not go into details. 
The figures have been worked out re
garding the division of the public 
property. It may be argued in rela
tion to the nU111ber of schoolhouses. 
But I \vant to assure you, gentlen1en, 
and I feel that I ought to hastcn-I 
want to assure you that in those de
tails the committee has taken into con
sideration the evidence that was ]lrf'
sen ted and has carefully gone into the 
matter of the division, and I believe 
that they have worked out and incor
porated in the bill a fair and equitable 
division. 

The Senator from York referred, I 
think to the matter of the support of 
the town in times of crises, I can
not follow him to the conclusion of 
his argument, if he means to say that 
there would be less loyalty, less unit
ed action, less faithfulness to the gOY
ernment, if town lines are changed. 
Gentlemen of the Senate, town lines 
do not make the man or woman, they 
do not make the citizens of Maine or 
of the United States, there is noth
ing about town lines that makes the 
man a patriot or makes him the hat
ed of all men. 

I hold in my hand here petitions 
of a large number of people who de
sire to see the town divided. And let 

me remind yOU again that there is 
and always has been the greater 
number of voters in old Wells, and 
if 75 per cent. of those people there 
are opposed, I believe according to' 
the Senator's own statement that in 
a population of 1400, which is approx
imately the population of the entire 
town, the division being 500 to 900-
I believe that according to the Sen
atOl"s own statement, if carried out, 
that it would show that at least there 
were one-half of the people who want 
to be separated, who want the right 
to be a town and to carryon their 
town affairs in the manner that they 
believe wiII best serve their interests. 

It may be argued that it leaves thE> 
old town of Wells poor and impover
ished. The Senator has given you 
the figures of the valuation after di
vision and I do not need to repeat 
them. There exists, I think, no rea
son why it should not be done. 

It was a curious thing in this hear
ing, gentlemen, and if any of you 
were present I think yOU will bear 
me out, that there were at that hear
ing three distinct groups of people 
from this town, each group ablY and 
loyally represented by the best of le
gal talent. There was the group on 
the left of the committee, by far the 
larger in numbers, which came here 
asking for division. There was in 
the center of the room a lesser group 
which came primarily for the purpose 
of changing the village charter. 
There was on the right of the com
mittee a small group in numbers, but 
,"ery ably represented by a gentle
man I understand from the neighbor
ing State of New Hampshire, who op
posed division in any form or man
ner. After hearing the bill regarding 
the change in the village charter, we 
took up the matter which we are 
discussing this morning, and I be
lieye that it is a fair statement to say, 
gentleman, that on that question a 
conSiderable number of people in the 
middle group showed their desire-or 
at least they were not hostile in the 
matter of division. And the gentle
man who so ably represented them 
eY8n passed to the committee not his 
recommendation perhaps, because I 
want to state it fairly, but stating to 
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the committee that he was not op
posed entirely to division and if the 
committee recommended it he made 
some written recommendations re
garding' the division. So I was im
pressed, as a think other members of 
the committee were, with the fact that 
the predominating weight of evi
dence in the hearing rather showed 
that there was in the minds of those 
people the realization that it was on
ly a question of time before these 
two communities must sever and go 
each its own way. 

There has been handed to me this 
morning this paper bearing the sig
nature of a citizen of the old town of 
"Veils. I do not go farther than to 
say it simply reflects his views of 
the matter, and I believe as long as 
it was handed to me for my perusal 
it is only fair that I read it to you. 
He says: "Senator-as a citizen of 
Wells, proud of its history and of 
the character and ability of its peo
ple, I protest against any statement 
that the part of Wells outside of the 
Ogunquit Village corporation is not 
prosperous and without great promise 
for the future. Wells is both pros
perous and full of promise for the fu
ture. Of farms abandoned the town 
of Wells has as few as any town 
in York County, and I believe as few 
as any town in the State of Maine. 
Of paupers it has two aged persons, 
husband and wife, the husband hav
ing been helpless for years but striv
ing to support himself and wife until 
his property was gone. The town 
gives them assistance now cheerful
ly. There are, I think, one other aged 
woman and aged man who are very 
poor and helped by the town. Wells is 
prosperous now and will continue to 
be prosperous, and any statement to 
the contrary is without foundation. 
Again I protest against having my 
town discredited by such talk of pov
erty and abandoned farms." Gentle
men, it is a Signed communication. 

There is another thing that I wish 
to remind you of, that the whole town 
of Wells is so fortunate as to have a 
very extended beach. I do not under
stand that there is any difference 
practically in the kind of beach that 
exists in that part called Ogunquit 
.and the remainder of the town. 

If this division is made there will 
still remain in the town of old Wells 
by far the longer part of the beach, 
and I believe that it is entirely pos
!Oible, and I believe that the writer of 
this letter intimates that in years to 
(orne along that beach also may 
come into being those beautiful 
homes of summer residents and 
these gigantic hotels erected for their 
comfort and entertainment. 

No", gentlemen of the Senate, I 
want you to pardon me for taking 
perhaps an unnecessary amount of 
time. 1 am only doing it because I 
believe that it is a matter of great 
consequence. I believe that I would 
not be doing my duty as chair
man of the committee or as a Senator 
if I did not lay before this Senate 
every fact and atom of evidence in 
my possession whereby the commit
tee reached the conclusion which 
they have recommended for your 
adoption. I believe that we are 
warranted as a Legislature in say
ing to these people as a fair and im
pat'tiaD tribunal, Your history has 
shown us that you cannot live to
gether in that peace and umty which 
ought to mark the conduct of every 
town. We believe that W.:J are justi
fied in acting the part of the surgeon, 
if you please, albeit it may not be 
pleasant, in taking and carving out, 
in the words of the Senator from 
York, carving out a portion of this 
territory and incorporating it as an 
independent town, because we believe 
that after this has been done the 
two communities will each be bene
fitted. 

Gentlemen of the Senate, I bring 
you the united endorsement of the 
committee which I have the honor to 
represent. I want to assure you 
again of the carefulness and the time 
that has been taken in consideration 
of this matter. 

We have not reached a hasty con
clusion. We have studied it careful
ly from all angles. We have looked 
back over the history of the town, 
and we have also looked a bit for
ward, and as a committee of this 
Legislature we have no hesitancy in 
recommending to this Legislature the 
request made by these people of 
Ogunquit, because we believe that in 
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the years to come each will go its 
way, carrying on the work that more 
particularly pertains to it, and each 
will benefit because each man, wom
an and child in each community and 
town then will have an incentive to 
do his very best for his town rather 
than spending his time in idle quare 
1'els and bickerings. 

Gentlemen of the Senate, I trust 
the motion of the Senator may not 
prevail. 

1\1r. SPENCER: Mr. President, I 
do not propose at this time to discuss 
the law or the causes of divorce. I 
do not think you want to hear me. 
In as far as this village corporation 
matter is concerned, the village of 
Ogunquit got their own village char
ter. I do not see that anybody else 
is to blame for it. If they want to 
amend it so they can live under it, I 
do not think there is any objection 
to it so far as this Legislature is 
concerned. Time passes on and 
things change, sometimes in a few 
minutes more than they change in 
years. But in this particular case 
something has happened since this 
committce had their meeting. The 
to\\ n 0 E Wells has had a town meet
ing. Undcr the constitution relating 
to municipal indebtedness, no city 
or town shall hereafter create any 
debt or liability which singly or in 
the aggregate with previous debts or 
liabilities shall exceed five percentum 
of the last regular valuation of said 
city or town. Now, gentlemen, the 
town debt of Wells is $46,000. Sixty 
per cent. of $46,000 is $27,600. At the 
last town meeting they raised $20,000 
In addition to that $27,600. This 
amounts to $47,600. The presumption 
is that the provisions of this statute 
are founded in wisdom and in intel
ligence, and it was not intended that 
~" town should exceed five percentum 
of its valuation because it was not 
considered safe. I do not question 
but what this Legislature can let 
them tax themselves for 100% if 
they want to. But do you want 
to? The situation then is this, 
if you set off that portion of 
the town known as Ogunquit you 
will add to the liabilities of this 
town 40% of the valuation of the high 
school which is $2000; 40% of 13 

common schoolhouses 
$1500 each-and you 

estimated at 
cannot buihl 

schoolhouses at this time for any such 
amount-$7400; 400/0 of the town wood 
lot $3200; 40 % of the new bridge 
$2400; total $65,600. Now if you 
should figure 5% of the valuation of 
the town of \Vells as it will be left, it 
will be approximately $61,000. Do 
you wish to force this town of \Yells 
over the line? You can if you want 
to. But this is not all the indebtedness 
that it has. 1 have not brought any 
more in here because I did not think 
it was necessary, but it has made oth
er appropriations at that town meet
ing. I was asked last night why I 
mixed up in this matter, and I told 
the fellow because the State was in it 
and I represented the State whether 
anybody else did or not. I took my 
oath right here three months ago that 
I would support the constitution of 
Maine, and all those things which are 
for the State's interest I represent, 
and whether I represent them rightly 
or wrongly it is up to you to decide. I 
believe that this is bound sometime to 
be a great State, much greater than 
it is now, and I hope some day there 
may be possibly 2000 towns instead o[ 
620, but I do not want to see them 
mado this way. I do not want to see 
the town cut up into a checkerboard 
just for the benefit of people who want 
a divorce. I do not believe in any such 
proposition as that. 

Now here is another reason that 
occurs to me and that is that over in the 
other end of this building at the last 
session they had they voted this prop
osition down. Is there any likelihood 
that if this proposition goes back into 
that branch of the Legislature, con
sidering the attitude which they took 
on the other matter which has been 
before us of South Thomaston, that 
they will reverse their decision in this 
matter, even if yOU have a committee· 
of conference appointed? Is it likely 
that they care to have matters which 
are of a local nature like this travel
ing back and forth from the Senate 
Chamber to the House of Representa
tives until they die between the two 
houses? It seems to me that we ought 
to consider this proposition, and for
one, gentlemen, I do not want to see a. 
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town on the map of :Nlaine so small 
that you cannot write the name across 
it. 

Mr. THUMBS: Mr. President, I re
gret exceedingly that I have to ask the 
indulgence a f the Senate for just a 
moment longer. I purposely avoided 
reference to the action of the other 
House. I want to call your attention 
as gentlemen of the Senate to this: The 
gentleman here exhibits to you one 
page of figul'('s. The legal affairs 
comn1ittee hns a lTIE'mber upon ji who 
is an expert 111 municipal affairs, and 
I myself asked him to serve on a sub
committee to undertake consideration 
of this matter, anu gentlemen, this 
sub-committee made more figurE'S by 
twenty times than the gentleman has 
there, and they were satisfied upon 
the evidence jJresented at the hearing 
that no injustice was being done. Are 
you going to decide this question upon 
the facts that were presented at the 
hearing, or are you going to listen to 
the gentleman when he says that some
thing has occurred since then that 
ought to be taken into consid('ration? 

Gentlemen of the Senate, I said I 
hau purposely refrained from saying 
anything about the action taken in 
the House. With all respect for the 
House and its personnel as a compo
nent part of the Legislature, I still 
want to say to you that this Senate 
has its own functions and its own 
duty to perform, and I do not believe 
for a moment that there is a single 
senator who is going to be influenced 
one whit or iota in his action in any 
matter oy the action of the honorable 
House of Representatives. Gentlemen, 
I submit it is an unfair argument. Let 
each senator vote upon this and every 
proposition confronting him regard
less of the action of any other branch 
of this Legislature. 

Mr. SPENCER: Mr. President, I 
wish only to say that that is a part 
of the record of this Senate. 

The PRESIDENT: The Bill is An 
Act to divide the town of Wells and 
incorporate the town of Ogunquit. 
The Senator from York, Senator 
Spencer has moved that the bill be 
indefinitely postponed. 

A viva voce vote being doubted, a 
division was called for. 

Twelve voting in the affirmative 
and thirteen in opposition, the motion 
to indefinitely postpone the bill did 
not prevail. 

The bill was then given its second 
reading and passed to be engrossed. 

Mr. GILLIN of Penobscot: Mr. 
President, I move the suspension of 
the rules in order that I may take up 
a matter out of order. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. GILLIN: Mr. President, I now 

move that the rules be suspended and 
that we reconsider the vote whereby 
this resolve in favor of the Austin W. 
Jones Company was passed to be en
acted. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. GILLIN: Mr. President, I now 

move that the rules be suspended in 
order that I may make a motion that 
we accept the minority report of the 
comittee in the Austin W. Jones 
Company matter. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. GILLIN: Mr. President, I now 

move that the Resolve reported by 
the minority of the committee au
thorizing the Austin W. Jones Com
rany to bring suit against the State, 
be given its first reading. 

The motion was agreed to and OIl; 

further motion by the same Senator, 
under suspension of the rules, the' 
resolve was read the second time 
and was passed to be engrossed, 

Mr. THOMBS of Penobscot: Mr. 
President, according to the calendar 
the next matter in order is H. D. 400, 
An Act to amend Chapter 238 of the 
Public Laws of 1919, relative to 
workmen's compensation. 

In order that we may save time I 
will say that I have been informed 
that the printed copies of this bill 
show an obvious error, and I deSire 
that the matter lie on the table until 
I have a chance to read over the 
original bill. 

I move that the bill be tabled. 
The motion was agreed to. 
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Passed to Be Engrossed 
H. 404: An Act relating to the 

wrapping of bread. 

H. 407: Resolve reimbursing plan
tations because of reduction on the 
rate of interest paid by the State to 
Plantations on their wild land school 
funds. 

H. 408: An Act to require a fee for 
registration of milk dealers. 

H. 415: Resolve appropriating 
money for the purchase, maintenance 
and repair of bridges. 

H. 416: ReSOlve amending Section 
17 of Article 9 of the Constitution so 
as to permit the use of the proc~eds 
of State Highway Bonds for the con
struction of State Aid Highways. 

H. 417: An Act to provide for an 
issue of State Highway and Bridge 
Bonds. 

H. 418: Resolve in favor of the 
Western Maine Sanatorium. 

Passed to Be Enacted 
An Act amendatory of and addi

tional to Chapter 45 of the Revised 
Statutes, as amended, relating to the 
Lobster Industry. 

An Act to amend Section 1 of 
Chapter 62 of the Revised Statutes 
as amended by Chapter 48 of th~ 
Public Laws of 1919, relating to cor
porations for Literary, Charitable, 
Educational and other purposes. 

An Act to amend Section 13 of 
Chapter 21 of the Revised Statutes, 
relating to burying grounds. 

An Act to amend Section 9 of 
Chapter 29 of the Revised Statutes, 
as amended by Chapter 202 of the 
Public Laws of 1917, prohibiting the 
treatment of worlrl war veterans as 
paupers. 

An Act to amend Section 37 of 
Chapter 219 of the Public Laws of 
1917, as amended by Chapter 131 of 
the Public Laws of 1919, relating to 
the protection of moose. 

An Act to amend Sections 1 and 4 
of Chapter 81, of the Private and 
Special Laws of 1915, relating to 

. Winthrop Water Company. 
An Act to amend Section 11 of 

Chapter 117 of the Revised Statutes, 
as amended by Chapter 249 of the 
Public Laws of 1917 and Chapter 198 

of the Public Laws of 1919, relating 
to the salaries of stenographers of 
Cumberland and Kennebec Superior 
Courts. 

An Act to amend Section 139 of 
Chapter 16 of the Revised Statutes 
as amended ,relating to the appro
priation for industrial education. 

An Act to amend Section 13 of 
Chapter 117 of the Revised Statutes 
relating to the duties of the Secre~ 
tary of the Senate. 

An Act amendatory of and addi
tional to Chapter 16 of the Private 
and Special Laws of Maine, 1820, and 
for the incorporation of the Trustees 
of the Medical School of Maine. 

An Act to provide for the creation 
of water storage on the Aroostook 
River. 

An Act to amend Section 4 of 
Chapter 167 of the Private and Spec
ial Laws of 1907, incorporating the 
Allagash Improvement Company. 

Finally Passed 
Resolve in favor of the Medical 

School of Maine established by 
Chapter 16 of the Private and Spec
ial Laws of Maine, 1820, as amended. 

Resolve in favor of the President 
and Trustees of Bates College. 

Resolve to reimburse the town of 
South Thomaston for amount paid 
for Free High School Tuition for 
year ending July 1, 1919. 

Resolve to amend a resolve pro
viding for aid in the payment of pre
miums awarded by the Eastern 
Maine State Fair. 

Resolve authorizing the Governor 
and Council to adjust claims for 
damages caused by flowage on In
dian Island in the Penobscot River. 

Resolve in favor of Lorenzo B. 
Wright of Montville for State Pen
sion. 

Resolve providing for certain State 
Pensions. 

Resolve in favor of the town of 
Boothbay Harbor for military aid 
furnished the wife of Herbert H . 
Truston and four minor children un
der age of fifteen years. 

Resolve to reimburse the town or 
Milo for money advanced under the 
Soldiers' Dependent Law. 
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Hesolve to appropriate money fm' 
the purchase of a History of Yo,·k. 

Orders of the Day 
Mr. PAREKT of Androscoggin: Mr. 

President, I mOVl' that when the 
Senate adjourn it adjourn to meet at 
4.30 o'dock this afternoon. 

M,·. THOIVIPSON of Knox: IVIr. 
President. I agree with the motion 
entirely, except as to time. There are 
three committee meetings this after
noon and one of them is an exceed
ingly important one, and at that time 
I should think that committee might 
be in session. I will say that I favor 
a session this afternoon, but prefer 
it be in the evening. 

The PRESIDENT: The motion is 
debatable in relation to fixing the 
time. 

Mr. PARENT: Mr. President, I 
think we are coming to find it rath
er difficult, in view of the fact that 
some of the senators are rather 
obliged to leave tonight. I first sug
gested an evening session and I 
found a number will be unable to be 
here. 

The Judiciary and other commit
tees have executive sessions this 
afternoon and we, immediately after 
this session, might be able to dispose 
of some of the business now before 
the Senate and gain some time. I 
thinl{ if we recess to some time later 
in the day it is going to be difficult 
for us to agree on the time. I thought 
by making the time 4.30 it would be 
the most convenient time. 

Mr. FOLSOM of Somerset: IVIr. 
President. it seems to me that the 
time has arrived when we should 
adapt ourselyes to the needs of the 
conducting of the business of the 
State. If we are going to get through 
next week the business of the Legis
lature must be expedited. I feel that 
we ought to accommodate ourselves 
to the matters. I had proposed that 
we make it 7.30 this evening. 

Mr. PARENT: Mr. President, as 
far as I am concerned I am willing 
to meet at any time the majority 
\vish. 

A viva voce vote was had and the 
Chair being in doubt, a rising vote 
was had, and the motion was adopt
ed. 

:VII'. PARENT of Androscoggin: Mr. 
President, in yiew of the fact that 
the Judiciary committee, the com
mittee on Ways and Bridges and on 
lVlilitary Affairs have their joint ses
sion early this afternoon, and as we 
need a little time for dinner, I move 
that this Senate now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to and the 
Senate was adjourned until 4.30 this 
afternoon. 

AFTER RECESS 
Senate called to order at 4.30 

o'clock. 
Mr. Garcelon of Androscoggin: Mr. 

President, I ask unanmious consent 
to introduce an important bill at this 
time, 

\\'hen I prepared the so-called 
"Soldiers' Bonus Act" a year and a 
lmlf ago it was estimated by the ad
jutant general's department that 
therl' were thirty thousand men in 
the selTice entitled to receive the 
honus. Bonds were issued for a suf
ticient amount to pay them, but it 
turns out that that number is exceed
ed by 3,000. This bill has been pre
pared in order to provide the addi
tional money necessary. The bill is 
A n Act to permit the reissue of bonds 
of the Main" Military SerYice Loan. 

The rules were suspended and the 
senator introduced the bill. 

Mr. GARCELON: Mr. PreSident, I 
move that the rules be further sus
pended and that the bill receive its 
readings a t this time. 

;-'11'. THOMBS of Penobscot: Mr. 
President, I would like to inquire 
through the Chair if this bill contem
plates the re-issue of the entire 
amount? 

Mr. GAHCELON: The re-issue, 
Mr. President, of three hundred 
thousand dollars merely. 

Mr. THOMBS: The limit is fixed 
by the bill? 

Mr. GAHCELOK: Yes. 
The rules were suspended and the 

bill, An Act to permit the re-issue of 
bonds of the Maine Military Service 
Loan under the provisions of Sec
tion 6, Chapter 264 of the Public 
Laws of 1919, was read twice and 
passed to be engrossed. 
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Mr. FOLSOM of Somerset: Mr. 
President, I move that the rules be 
suspended that I may make a motion 
out of order. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. FOLSOM: Mr. President, I 

move that when the Senate adjourns 
it adjourn to meet tomorrow morn
ing at half past eight o'clock. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. EMERSON of Aroostook: Mr. 
President, I move we take from the 
table H. 353. An Act regulatory of 
portable saw mills, tabled by me this 
morning. 

The motion was agreed to, and on 
further motion by the same senator 
the report of the Committee on State 
Lands and Forest preservation, ought 
to pass, was accepted. 

On further motion by the same sen
ator House Amendment "A" was 
adopted in concurrence and the bill 
as amended was passed to be en
grossed. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair lay. 
before the Senate matters tabled prior 
to March 29, to be taken off the table 
at this time. 

H. D. 94: An Act granting to J. 
Fred Sawyer of Greenville, Piscata
quis county, so much of the bed of 
Moosehead Lake as is necessary for 
the support of his building in said 
Greenville. The pending question is 
the acceptance of the report of the 
Committee on Bills in Second Read
ing. 

Mr. SPRAGUE of Piscataquis: I 
move that the report be accepted. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. GILLIN of Penobscot: Mr. 

President. I will state for Brother 
Sprague that in the absence of 
Senator Baxter, who had this on the 
table, that he desired that a motion 
be made to have it indefinitely post
poned when it was taken off the 
table. I told him if it was taken off 
I would make that motion. 

Mr. President and gentlemen, I 
move now, as it is off the table, that 
the matter be indefinitely postponed. 
I feel that I am under obligation to 
do so. 

Mr. SPRAGUE: Mr. President, this 
is a very simple matter. I do not 
think the State of Maine will be en
dangered at all. The man happened 
to build a building near the head of 
Moosellead lake, in the village of 
Greenville on one of the principal 
streets of that village. And he hap
pened to get a few rods, possibly five 
or six,-Senator Gillin knows more 
ahout that than I do, for it was be
fore his committee and that com
mittee reported favorably on this 
bill. Now this is simply, as I un
derstand, to give him a fee or ease
ment,-I am not certain which, in 
the few feet of land he happened to 
build on. It is a part of the bed of 
Moosehead lake. That is the facts 
of the case, so that I hope that the 
motion to indefinitely postpone will 
not prevail. 

Mr. GILLIN: Mr. President, in 
or(ier to have the thing clarified, I 
thoroughly agree with the statement 
of the senator from Piscataquis. 

At the time-I do not know what 
the other members of the Judiciary 
committee understood, but we 
thought we were giving to this man 
a little portion of the lake as a lease 
hold, but on carefully examining the 
bill I am satisfied we are giving it 
in fee. I understood that could not 
get by, and that it better be dis
posed of here. Hence, I will still 
let my motion stand as made by me 
and let the Senate vote on it. 

Mr. SPRAGUE: Mr. President, I 
want to make myself clear, that I 
oppose it thoroughly, earnestly, and 
do hope that the motion will not pre
vail for I do not believe they are es
tablishing any precedent or that it 
is endangering in the slightest man
n€r any good public policy of the 
State of Maine. 

Mr. THOMBS of Penobscot: Mr. 
President and fellow senators, this 
matter was called to my attention 
by Senator Baxter, who is not pres
ent at this time. 

The resolve does give in its lan
g'uage the fee or absolute title to 
a certain portion of the bed of 
Moosehead lake to Mr. Sawyer. At 
the re'luest of Mr. Sprague I have 
heen in communication with Mr. 
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Hayes, of Dover and Foxcroft, who 
represented as an attorney Mr. Saw
yer. I assume that the explanation 
made by the senator from Piscata
quis, is correct, about the origin of 
this matter. 

It has occurred to me that the 
senators should understand dis
tinctly what they are doing. As
suming that this man had, a good 
many years ago, and I think it was 
a good many years ago,-I am sor
ry I have not the letter from Mr. 
Hayes-but a good many years ago 
this man inadvertently got his build
ing over the line of his land onto 
the public domain which is the bot
tom of the lake. 

His building has there resided for a 
good many years, evidently nothing 
having been done about it, the State 
~eyer having followed the matter up 
in any way. He now comes to the 
Legislature and asks that the State 
give him this portion, of land, in or
der, according to :\11'. Hayes, that his 
building may be of some value for 
the disposition of it, for selling it. 

I never should quarrel with a re
solve that granted an easement to 
Mr. Sa\\"j'er during his life time or 
during the time that this present 
building stands, leaving it where it 
is, in as much as he probably was 
acting in good faith when he got over 
the line. 

The situation is just exactly as it 
would be between myself and my 
neighbor if he in building a building 
encroached upon my land. If I be
lieved he did so on error I might 
be willing for him to leave his build
ing there, or I might sell him the 
land. In this case the building has 
been there for a good many years, 
and the man has had the use of the 
building and the land. 

According to the letter of Mr. 
Hayes he wants the State to give 
him this land that he has occupied 
for these many years in order that 
it may be of sufficient value so that 
he can dispose of the whole premises. 

Now if the Senators believe that it 
is a proper policy for the State to 
pursue to give a man a piece of land 
under these circumstances in order 
that he may make his building and 

the l'emaining portion of his lands of 
some value, I h::cve nothing more to 
say. I simply wished to' lay the 
case before you. 

Mr. SPRAGUE: Mr. President, I 
would like to ask the senator or any 
of the judiciary committee, or the le
gal affairs committee, or whoever 
may be interested, if there would be 
any objection to a new draft giving 
permission to the land agent to sell 
Mr. Sawyer this portion of land de
scribed here? 

Mr. THOMES: Mr. President, if the 
question is addressed to me, I could 
not answer it at all. I have no par
ticular interest in the matter except 
as a member of the Senate, and as 
a citizen of the State of Maine. I 
believe we ought to observe ordin3.c'y 
business caution in authorizing th,l 
giving of any of the State property. 

lHr. SPRAGUE: Mr. President, I 
move that the matter lie on the tao 
ble. 

A viva voce vote was had and the 
motion was lost. 

The question then being on the in
definite postponement of the bill, a 
viva voce vote was had and the bill 
was indefinitely postponed. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair lays 
before the Senate H. D. 100, An Act 
authorizing the Maine General Hos
pital to increase the number of direc
tors to 24, tabled by Senator Emery. 
The pending question being passage 
to be enacted. 

On motion by Mr. Emery of Wash
ington, the bill was passed to be en .. 
acted. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair lays 
before the Senate An Act relating to 
the salary of the commissioner of In
land Fisheries and Game tabled 
March 17 by Senator Sprague. The 
report of the Committee on Salaries 
and Fees is, ought not to pass. The 
pending question is on the acceptance 
of this report. 

Mr. SPRAGUE of Piscataquis: 1ft-. 
President, I move that the bill be 
substituted for the report. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair will 
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state that the bill gives the commis
sioner $40.00 and all necessary travel
ing expenses, evidently an increase 
from $2500. 

Mr. SPRAGUE: Mr. President, I 
think if the Senate will only defer 
this, have it assigned for some day, 
Tuesday next, I believe it is in the 
interest of peace and harmony, and 
I believe the matter can be easily 
settled. I want to have my motion 
stand, and have the bill tabled and 
be assigned for Tuesday of next 
week. 

Mr. Folsom of Somerset: Mr. 
President, I trust the motion will not 
prevail. 

::'fIr. MORRILL of Cumberland: Mr. 
President, is the question debatable? 

The PRESIDENT: The main ques
tion to lay on the table is not de
batable, but the assignment of a time 
certain is debatable. 

Mr. MORRILL: Mr. President, I 
hope there will not be any haste 
about this matter. 

Mr. FOLSOM: Mr. President, this 
matter has been on the table since 
March 17, and it seems to me there 
has been suffiCient time elapsed to 
~onsider the matter fully. 

The pending question being motion 
to table until next Tuesday, a viva 
voce vote was had and the same be
ing doubted a rising vote was had 
and the motion was lost. 

The pending question then being 
on the motion of Senator Sprague to 
substitute the bill for the report of 
the committee: 

Mr. FOLSOM: Mr. Pre3ident, and 
gentlemen of the Senate, I do not 
think I wish to : like any time of this 
Senate in discussing the merits of 
this particular case. I just wish to 
say this: That the committee on 
Salaries and Fees, as you know, has 
had before it a great many matters 
involving prospective increases in 
the salaries of the larger part of the 
heads of departments and other offi
cers throughout the State; that we 
have spent a great deal of time upon 
the consideration of these matters. 
And that any report which we have 
made has been made after careful 
thought and consideration, and after 

considering each case upon its merits. 
And also with the view to equaliz
ing salaries of the various heads of 
departments. In making our recom
mendation in this particular case we 
felt that we were justified along the 
lines under which we were consider
tng those matters. 

I certainly should not feel that it 
was proper for the salary of this par
ticular official to be raised from $2500 
to $4000. It would not be justice to. 
other heads of departments, from my 
yiew of the situation, and I trust that 
the motion of the Senator from Pis
cataquis, Senator Sprague, will not 
prevail. 

Mr. SPRAGUE: Mr. President, if 
in order I wish to offer an amend
ment at this time, an amendment to. 
this bill. 

The PRESIDENT: The bill has 
not yet been substituted. The Chair 
will suggest that an amendment be 
prepared and offered. Will the senator 
prepare his motion in writing? 

Mr. FOLSOM: Mr. President, 
may I rise to a point of order? 

The PRESIDENT: State your 
point of erder. 

Mr. FOLSOM: As I understand 
the questien befere the Senate it is a 
substitution ef the bill fer the re
pert. It seems to me that questien 
has precedence. 

The PRESIDENT: If the bill is 
substituted fer the report then the 
bill will be in erder. 

Mr. MORRILL: Mr. President, is 
this 'luestion debatable? 

The PRESIDENT: The substitu
tion ef the bill fer the repert is de
batable. 

Mr. MORRILL: Mr. President 
Po nd fellew senaters, I know it has 
been considered at times to. give 
heed to. and accept the reports of the 
committees, but yeu will all recall 
that at the commencement .of this 
session this questien of salaries came 
up and was a preminent questio.n. 
I was opposed to the increase ef any 
o;;alaries this year, but yeu know the 
history ef this thing as it has gone 
along. I think it is well fer us, as 
we opened the deer to. the increase 
of salaries, to be fair in this matter 
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that is before us at this time. I no
tice that the judges' salaries were in
creased a thousand dollars, and the 
commissioner of argiculture was in
creased a thousand dollars.. If I 
get it wrong you can correct me. The 
State auditor was increased one 
thousand dollars, and the librarian 
seven hundred dollars. The State 
treasurer is on the road to an in
crease in his salary that I admit I 
do not know how much. 

Later there will be other increases 
in salaries. They are before us and 
even on thp table at this time. ~ow 

is this fair io the Inal1 \vho occupies 
the position that the fish and game 
conlmissioner docs? It has been said 
at times that the commissioner did 
not put in all his time, but if he does 
his duty he has to put in his time 
and more, and look the whole State 
over. His department is one of the im
portant departments. The man who 
occupies that position nO\Y is a Ulan of 
education and influence in his 0"\\'11 C0111-

munity and all over the State of 
Maine, a man who has occupied high 
positions and always fills the bill. This 
111an now takes the vlacc of three C0111-
missionerK: \ye fonnerly had three 
C0111111isf;iollcrH anfl it 'was l11[lc1e uyer 

into a one-nlan cornnlissioll. There
fore 111p1'e is a chance for Jliln to do 
all the work that he wants to, and 
there is no lnall in this rOODl who does 
not kncl\v 111at. And to turn hi111 dcnvn 
after these other bills haye passed, 
even jf it is a unanimous report of the 
conlnlitteC', I do not call it fair play. 

If you think the amount called for 
here is too 111uch, as compare(l ,,'itll 
S0l11E" of the other State officials \vho 
have had their salaries raised, it \vould 
be fair to give an opportunity for an 
amendment to be offered. I appeal to 
yOU senators if my talk in this line 
does not appeal to your fa irne,s. I 
will say no more about it. 

Mr. SPRAGUE: Mr. President, I 
would like to have the senators realize 
just what I do. Here is a man who 
is at the head of one of the most im
portant offices in the State of Maine. 

It is not an office based upon any 
sentiment. It is a hard-headed busi
ness proposition, if the State of 

Maine has got one at all. It is well 
settled, and has been within a few 
years, within a year or two, by relia
ble statistics that the summer resort 
business brings in the State of Maine 
$25,000,000 at least, each year. 

Now it goes without saying, we 
know, that the fish and game, the 
wild life, that comes under the direc
tion and control or the preserv!ltion 
of the wild life that comes under the 
control of this department is one of 
the greatest assets that the StateJf 
Maine has today. One of the great
est assets, looking at it purely from 
the practical business ]Joint of view, 
having no sentiment in the matter 
whateyer. 

I know of my own personal knowl
edge, because I live near the present 
incumbent of this office, I know thpt 
he is not what he is termed hero vue 
of the full-time officials, but he is an 
onn·time official, and in order cO m1-Ke 
that department successful it 's 'le
cossary to do just exactly as Lero" 
'1'. Carleton did all the time he was iI; 
when he built up this departm'l.,ot: 
laid the foundation for it, he ahV;1"iS 
did w11at we call field work. He \Y"nt 
'd, tlirough the game regions of th,'; 
State, was .iust as familiar '\Yith ,hem 
:1S you al'e with your own city, aG,l 
in that way he made the beginlling 
of this great successful department 
that is bringing in so much revenue 
to the people of ::\lainc. 

Xow I know that ]\11'. Parsons has 
not only followed in Leroy T. Carle
ton's footsteps entirely, but he has 
f'xc(wded him and he is putting in a 
grcat many days and weeks, perhaps 
months, if it was reckoned up, of 
over work in attending to the details 
of this office, outside of his office 
downstairs. That is not of so much 
consequence because the deputy 
clerk there is one of the best ac
countants and office persons in this 
State House for that work. Of 
course he has charge of it and over
sees and is responsible for it, but he 
devotes a great deal of his time to 
the other work, which he ought to 
do in order to make this office suc
cessful. 

He must know just as much and 
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be just as familiar with that whole 
northern Aroostook region, the Up
per St. John, he must know all about 
local conditions there and under
stand it in order to enforce the law; 
just as much, he must know as much 
about it as he does of the Belgrade 
lake region right here. 

Governor Baxter in his message, 
and as I recall it he followed two 
predecessors and suggested equaliza
tion of salaries. I think it has been 
in the mind of every fair-minded 
man, I think it has been in the 
minds of everyone of this commit
tee on salaries and fees, including its 
chairman, because they are all fair
minded men, that the salaries should 
be equalized. A part of them, a 
little step has been taken, as Senator 
Morrill says, several have already 
been adjusted. But I will be per
fectly frank, on I think a much low
er basis, at any rate a somewhat 
lower basis than this resolve repre
sents, that $4000. For that reason, 
if you will vote to substitute the bill 
for the report, I will offer an amend
ment changing that from $4000 to 
$3200. I want some step taken. I 
think it is wrong not to do a part of 
the justice that ought to be done to 
the head of this department. I feel 
that we should, and I hope senators 
will see it in the same light. 

Mr. FOLSOM; Mr. President, in 
the study of this question of the 
equalization of salaries I would like 
to impart a little information to the 
Senate, something that I have 
learned. That is that every depart
ment within the confines of this 
State House is the most important 
department which exists in the State 
of Maine. That is the information 
that has been conveyed to me, but 
the committee has not been con
vinced that such is the case. And in 
establishing the figures we are try
ing to establish we have tried to con
sider each department in its relative 
importance to the State. We be
lieve that we are making a fair 
equalization of the salaries of the 
various heads of departments, as I 
understand the Governor to have 
meant in his use of that word. 

Mr. SPRAGUE: I will just add, 
Mr. President, to what Senator Fol-

som says, that these departments are 
all important. There is no question 
about that. I simply want to em
phasize in one word what I said be
fore, that here is a department that 
is not for charity or anything else, 
but is important, as all the others 
are. It is a department that is 
bringing in revenue to the people of 
Maine, and I say that it should have 
careful, business-like consideration. 

The PRESIDENT: Does the sena
tor desire to offer an amendment at 
this time? 

Mr. SPRAGUE: I do. 
Mr. FOLSOM: Mr. President, I 

rise to a point of order. 
The PRESIDENT: State your 

point. 

Mr. FOLSOM: The question be
fore the Senate is upon the substitu
tion of the bill for the report, and I 
submit that the bill is not yet be
fore the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair 
will rule that the bill is before the 
Senate, brought in by a committee 
report and that the Senate is now 
considering the report and the bill. 
It may accept the report or refuse to 
accept it. In order to present the 
amendment and make it acceptable 
Senator Sprague now offers an 
amendment. Upon the acceptance 
of that amendment the bill as 
amended will then still be available 
as substituted for the report, the 
amendment being adopted it will re
vert to the question of the substitu
tion of the bill for the report. The 
Chair will rule that the amendment 
is admissible as the bill is before the 
Senate and the Senate may act upon 
it. 

Mr. FOLSOM: Mr. President, I 
wish to take an appeal to the Sen
ate on that ruling. 

The PRESIDENT: Perhaps you 
better wait until the amendment is 
presented. 

Mr. GILLIN of Penobscot: Mr. 
President, while we are preparing 
the amendment, so that I may un
derstand the situation clearly,-as I 
understand the situation it is that a 
unanimous report of the committee 
is before the Senate, against a cer-
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tain bill which it says ought not to 
pass. Am I right in that? 

The PRESIDENT: That is cor
rect. 

Mr. GILLIN: And then a mem
ber of the Senate moved that the 
bill against which that report was 
made take the place of the report? 

The PRESIDENT: That is cor
rect? 

Mr. GILLIN: And now a motion 
is made to amend that bill. 

The PRESIDENT: 'l'ho Chair 
rules that the bill is before the Sen
ate brought here by a committee re
port and that the senator has a right 
to make the bill acceptable to the 
Senate, if he so desires, and the Sen
ate is obliged to reject or accept it. 

If the ruling be correct the Sen
ate will then accept or reject the 
amendment. 'That will take uS back 
to the bill and the original motion 
of substitution. If the ruling be in
correct the amendment will not be 
presented to the House, but ,,'e will 
proceed with the other motion. 

In order to be clear. ,Senator 
Sprague presents an amendment and 
the Chair rules that it is receivable 
at this time as the bill is before the 
Senate for action. Exception is taken 
to this by Senator Folsom and the 
question is shall the position of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the 
Senate. Those voting affirmatively 
will admit consideration of the 
amendment, and those voting neg
atively will preclude consideration of 
the motion. 

A viva voce vote was had and the 
Chair being in doubt a rising vote 
was had. Thirteen voting in favor 
a.nd six opposed, the ruling of the 
Chair was sustained. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair will 
now submit Senate Amendment "An 
offered by Senator Sprague. The 
amendment strikes out the sum of 
$4000 and inserts in its place $3200. 

Mr. FOLSOM: The recommenda
tions of the Committee on Salaries 
and Fees, ;vIr. President and gentle
men, were based somewhat upon this 
basis: That the elective officers, that 
is, those elected by the Legislature, 
with one exception, their salaries 

should be equalized. The salary of 
the attorney general, which as you 
know requires for the purposes of the 
duties of that office a man of great 
technical knowledge, has been for 
many years more than that of the 
other officers who are elected by the 
Legislature, $4000. 

The salaries of the other three of
ficers have been, respectively, the 
secretary of State, $3000; treasurer 
of State, $2500; commissioner of ag
riculture, $2000. The committee felt 
that it was wise that those three 
salaries should be equalized by mak
ing the salary of the treasurer of 
State, $3000, and that of the commis
sioner of agriculture, $3000. vVe did 
not feel that some of the heads of 
other departments were entitled to 
receive, on the basis we considered 
these matters, an equal salary to that 
of the three officers mentioned. If 
yOU adopt this amendment yOU im
mediately overturn all of the work 
which this committee has so con
seicntiously, as I think, tried to do for 
the entire winter. I may say with 
respect to thc secretary of State that 
there is a bill known as the automo
bile bill before the Legislature, which 
might necessitate further considera
tion of that particular subject. But 
there is no bill which adds anything 
to the duties of this particular of
ficer, and I trust this amendment will 
not prevail. 

The question being on the adoption 
of Senate Amendment "An a viva 
voce vote was had and the amend
ment was rejected. 

The pending question now being on 
the SUbstitution of the bill for the re
port a viva voce vote was had and 
the motion was lost. 

On motion by Mr. Folsom of Som
erset, the report of the committee, 
ought not to pass, was then accepted. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair lays 
before the Senate An Act relating to 
the salary of the secretary of. State, 
tabled by Senator Sprague. The re
port of the Committee on Salaries 
and Fees is ought not to pass. 

Mr. SPRAGUE of Piscataquis: Mr. 
President, in this matter I yield to the 
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senator from Androscoggin, Senator 
Parent. 

Mr. PARENT of Androscoggin: Mr. 
President and fellow Senators, I am 
going to ask to have this matter laid 
on the table, notwithstanding the ac
tion on previous bills, for what I be
lieve to be a good and sufficient rea
son. A like reason does not apply to 
the other bills, and also as a member 
of the Committee on Salaries and 
Fees, and be specially assigned for 
next Tuesday. There is a bill pend
ing before this Legislature which may 
or may not affect the present duty or 
add to the present duties of the secre
tary of State. Therefore, in view of 
this, and I do not understand that the 
chairman of the Committee on Salar
ies and Fees is opposed, I movc that 
it lie on the table and be especially 
assigned for consideration next Tues
day. 

The motion was adopted by a viva 
voce vote and the bill was tabled. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair lays 
before the Senate Resolve authoriz
ing the sale of a part of the school 
lot in Elliottsville Plantation, tabled 
l\farch 18 by Senator .sprague, report
ed by the Committee on State Lands 
and Forest Preservation, ought not 
to pass. 

On motion by ::\11'. Sprague of Pis
cataquis, the report of the committee 
was accepted. 

The Chair lays before the Senate 
An Act to amend Section 55 of Chap
ter 85 of the Revised Statutes, relat
ing to the provision that constables 
may serve precepts, reported by the 
committee on legal affairs, ought not 
to pass. The pending question is the 
acceptance of the report. 

On motion by Mr. Sprague of Pis
cataquis, the report of the committee 
was accepted. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair lays 
before the Senate S. D. 131, Resolve 
making appropriation in aid of navi
gation on Sebago lake, Songo river, 
Bay of Naples, Chute's river and 
Long Lake in Cumberland county, ta
bled March 22 by Senator Putnam. 
The pending question being the ac-

ceptance of the report of the commit
tee in bills in second reading. 

Mr. PUTNAM of WaShington: Mr. 
President, at the request of the Gov
ernor there is being a resolve pre
pared including all of the resolves of 
this nature, that have to do with 
lights and buoys upon the lakes. 
There is no change in the amount in 
each resolve, except they are being 
put into one resolve. I would move 
that this resolve be tabled until this 
resolve is prepared and comes to 
this body. I would like to have it as
signed for Wednesday of next week. 

The motion was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. Putnam of ,:Vash
ington, S. D. 133, Resolve in aid of 
navigation on Sebec lake in Piscata
quis county, was tabled and especial
ly assigned for Wednesday of next 
week. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair lays 
before the Senate, S. D. 142, An Act 
to regulate the use of air craft, ta
bled March 22 by Senator Spencer. 
The pending question is the second 
reading of the bill. 

Mr. SPEKCER of York: Mr. Presi
dent, this is a small aet that I know 
very little about. It was tabled by 
me at the request of a friend of mine, 
and he proposed, I think, some 
amendment. I have no interest in 
the matter other than that. He has 
not yet taken the matter up with me, 
but he proposes to do so as soon as 
he returns. I move that the matter 
lie on the table until next Monday 
and be espeCially assigned for that 
time. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair lays 
before the Senate, H. D. 323, Resolve 
to reimburse the town of St. Albans 
for the overpaid tax to the State of 
Maine, tabled by Senator Thombs 
March 22. The pending question i~ 

on the acceptance of the report of the 
committee on claims, ought not to 
pass. The motion has been made that 
the resolve be substituted for the re
port of the committee. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Knox: I think 
the amount involved is somewhere 
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around $2(1. I am satisfied from the 
statement made to me from the sena
tor from Somerset, that the resolve 
to be substituted for the report, in 
eoncUt'l'Ec'nce with the House, I make 
that motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

On motion b~, ::III'. Thompson, under 
suspension of the rules, the resolve 
was gl\'C'll it s second reading and 
passed to hC' Ec'ngrossed. 

The PHESIDENT: The Chair lays 
before the Senate, Hesol ve authoriz
ing the c\ustin \\'. Jones Company to 
bring a suit at law against the State 
of ;\laine, and the senator from Pe
nobscot, Senator Gillin, moves that 
the Sena Ie reconsider the vote where
by this bill ,vas passed to be en
"Tossed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The same senator then offered Sen
ate Amendment "A" which was 
adoptell and the bill as amended was 
then passed to be engrossed. 

(The purpose of the amendment 
was simply to give jurisdiction to the 
superior COUt·t for Penobscot county.) 

The PRESIDE!':'T: The Chair lays 
before the Senate, H. D. 226, Resolve 
authorizing ::IIichael Burns to bring 
a suit at law against the State of 
]\faine, tabled March 22 by Senator 
Clark. The pending question being fi
nal passage. 

Mr. CLARK of Lincoln: ::VIl'. Pres
ident, in order to make m~' position 
clearly known I will say this was ta
bled by me at the request of a friend, 
and I have no particular interest in 
the matter, and no motion to make at 
this time. 

On motion b~' ]\[1'. Gillin of Penob
scot, the rpsolve was finally passed. 

1\11'. GILLIN of Penobscot: Mr. 
President. this fOl'enoon there was 
finally passed a resolve providing for 
aid in payment of premiums awarded 
by the Eastern cHaine State Fair. I 
happened to be out of the Senate and 
r ;vish to make a motion that the 
Senate reconsider its action pertain
ing thereto that I may make a fur
ther motion. 

The motion was agreed to and on 
further motion by the same Senator 
the matter was tabled until Tuesday 
of next week. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chidr lays 
hefore the Senate H. D. 176, Resolve 
authorizing the State Land Agent to 
flell certain lots in the public lot in 
Dennistown l'lantatio:l in ;';omerset 
<:ounty. The pending question is 
final passage. 

Mr. THO:VIBS of Penobscot: Mr. 
President, I find upon reading this re
solve that it simply authorizes the 
sale of lots not in excess of 100 acres 
to actual setUers. Of course I have 
no objection, and I mO\'e that the re
solve have its final passage. 

The motion was agreed to and the 
l"esolve was finally passed. 

The I'RI~SlDENT: The Chair lays 
before tile Senate, Resolve relating 
to absent voting, tabled by Senator 
Garcelon and the pending question 
i.eing final passage. 

:;VII'. GAHCELON of Androscoggin: 
:\11'. President, this forenoon we 
]lassed to be engrossed a resolve pro
IJosing an amendment to the Consti
tution relative to State highway 
ilonds, the same to be voted upon by 
(he people this fall. In order that 
this absent ,'oting resolve may be 
submitted at the same time I move 
that W8 reconsider the vote by which 
this resolve was passed to be en
grossed, in order that I may offer an 
amendment. 

The motion was agreed to, and the 
same Senator then offered Senate 
i1mendment "A" and mm'ed its adop
tion. 

Senate Amendment "A" 
Semlte Amendment "A" to Senate 

Document No. l. 
Amend by striking out in the fifth 

,lnd sixth lincs of Paragraph 4 the 
words "in the manner prescribed by 
law, at the next biennial meeting in 
the month of September," and insert 
in place thereof the following: "To 
meet in the manner prescribed by law 
for the calling and holding biennial 
meetings of said inhabitants for 
tbe election of SenatOl's and Repre
sentatives on the second Monday in 
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September following the passage of 
this resolve." 

The amendment was adopted and 
the resolve as amended was passed to 
be engrossed. 

The Chair lays before the Senate 
An Act relating to salary of stenog
raphel' of Penobscot County Superior 
Court, tabled ::\larch 23rd, by the Sen
ator from Penobscot, Senator 
'l'hombs, reported by the committee 
On Salaries and Fees ought not to 
pass; the pending question is the ac
ceptance of the r€port. 

1\11'. 'I'HOMBS of Penobscot: Mr. 
President, I think it has been under
stood-at least I have so understOOd 
it and the Penobscot delegation has 
hcted in accordance with that under
standing, that so far as county offi
cers were concerned, the report of 
the delegation might have some in
fluence with the committee on Sal
aries and Fees. Our delegation some 
time ago took a stand against in
creasing the salaries of county offi
cials. The stenographers of the 
Superior Courts are paid by their 
counties. It was my understanding 

at the time of the delegation meeting 
that our attitude was to be contin
gent upon the fact that other sal
tcries for the same kind of work were 
!tot advanced. That was my under
standing of the matter. Now I learn 
that there have been some changes in 
the salaries of stenographers o( Su
perior Courts in other counties. I 
tabled this matter in order that I 
might bring it to the attention of 
the delegation. The committee work 
has been sucl1 that up until this time 
I have positively not had time to 
make a canvass of the delegation. 
And in view of the fact that we have 
made considerable progress in clear
ing the docket, and in order that I 
may get at the sentiment of the 
delegation in this matter, I move that 
it be again tabled and promise to 
proceed with the matter 'vith all rea
sonable dispatch. 

The motion "'as agreed to. 

On motion by 1\lr. Morrill of 
Cumberland, 

Adjourned until tomorrow morning 
at 8.30 o'clock. 




