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HOUSE

Tuesday, August 31, 1920.

This being the day designated in
the proclamation of the Governor for
the meeting of the 79th Legislature
in extra session, the members of the
House of Representatives assembled
in their hall at 9 o’clock A. M.
(standard time), and were called to
order by the Speaker.

Prayer was offered by Rev.
Layton of Augusta.

M‘r.

The following proclamation was
then read by the Clerk:

STATE OF MAINE
By the Governor
A PROCLAMATION

“The sixty-sixth Congress of the
United States of America, proposed
the following amendment to the con-
stitution of the United States: ‘The
right of the citizens of the United
States to vote shall not be denied or
abridged by the United States or by
any state on account of sex.

“The State Department of the Uni-
ted States has this day, August
twenty-sixth, nineteen hundred and
twenty, issued its proclamation an-
nouncing that this amendment has
been duly ratified by the legislatures
of three-fourths of the several states
and has become valid to all intents
and purposes as a part of the consti-
tution of the United States.

“The adoption of this amendment
gives the women of Maine a right to
vote in State and national and all
future elections.

‘“However, under e:;isiting laws it
is impossible to register all women
voters for either the coming State or
national election and unless many of
the women of Maine are to be barred
from exercising this franchise, addi-
tional registration laws must be pro-
vided.

“This necessity for legislation to
make operative this constitutional
amendment and to meet other ur-
gent demands of the people seems to
require the immediate consideration
of the Legislature.

“In consideration whereof, I, Carl
E. Milliken, Governor of the State of
Maine, by virtue of the power vested
in me by the constitution, convene
the Legislature of this State, hereby
reqguiring the senators and represen-
tatives to assemble in their respect-
ive chambers at the Capitol in Au-
gusta on Tuesday, the thirty-first
day of August, nineteen hundred and
twenty, at nine o’clock, standard
time, in the forenoon in order to re-
ceive such communications as may
then be made to them, and to con-
sult and determine all such measures
as in their judgment will best pro-
mote the welfare of the State.

“In testimony +Wwhereof, I have
hereunto set my hand and caused
the seal of the State to be affixed.

“Done at Augusta this 26th day of
August, in the year of our Lord 1920,
and of the independence of the Uni-
ted States of America the 145th.

“By the Governor, Carl E. Milli-
ken, Attest, Frank W. Ball, Secre-
tary of State.”’

During the reading of the proc-
lamation a message was transmitted
from the Senate, through its secre-
tary, informing the House that a
quorum was present in the Senate.
and that that body was ready for the
consideration of such business as
may come before it.

On motion by Mr. Murchie of Cal-
als, it was voted that the Governor’'s
proclamation be placed on file.

The SPEAKER: In order to de-
termine whether or not there is a
quorum present, the Clerk will call
the roll, and as the names are called,
the members will answer.

One hundred and thirty-four mem-
bers answering to their names, a
quorum was declared to be present,
and the Clerk of the House was di-
rected to convey a message to the
Senate, informing that body that a
quorum of the House is present, and
that the House is ready to proceed
with the transaction of such busi-
ness as may come before it.

Subsequently the Clerk of the
House reported that he had per-



~

formed the duty with which he was
charged.

Mr. BAXTER of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, I have a resolution here
which I would like to introduce if it
is in order at the present time—a
joint resolution.

The SPEAKER:

Mr. BAXTER: I offer this reso-
lution and move its adoption, and
that it be sent to the Senate for con-
current action.

The SPEAKER: The Cilerk will
read the resolution presented by the
gentleman from Portland, Mr. Bax-
ter.

It is in order.

STATE OF MAINE.

In the year of our Lord nineteen hun-
dred and twenty. August 31, 1920.
Joint Resolution of the Senate and
House of Representatives.

Resolved, we the members of this
the 79th Legislature of the State of
Maine, who have always believed in
and fought for equal suifruge for
women, and we, the members of this
Legislature, who have in the jast con-
scientiously opposed equal suffrage,
now join in congratulating the women
of Maine upon the passage of tne Nine-
teenth Amendment to the Federal Con-
stitution, and in welcoming them into
full partnership in the affairs of gov-
ernment; and c¢n this memorable and
historic occasion when the enfran-
chisement of the women of Muaine is
about to be coinpleted, and when they
are about to ha placed upor an egual
footing with the :ncn of Naine, we ex-
press our contidet;ce and our hope that
in the years to come the men and
women of this Siate, workiany together
for the noblest and highest ideals of
e, will malie cur State a leader in
all that stands for jJjustice, equality
and liberty within the law, and as
members of the 7)'h Legislatave, re-
gardless of any previous attitude upon
the question of egqual suffrage. and re-
gardless of cur party affilintions, and
as citizens of the State of Maine, we
pledge to our fellow citizens, thz wom-
en of Maine, whose courage. devotion,
loyalty and self sacrifice we have al-
ways recognized, our faith in their de-
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termination to work with us for the
preservation and continuance of the
best and most enduring form of gov-
ernment that has ever been devised for
free men and women, the government
of the republic of the United States
of America.

A message was received from the
Senate, through its secretary, propos-
ing a joint convention of both branches
of the Legislature forthwith in the hali
of this House for the purpouse of re-
ceiving a communication from His Ex-
cellency, the Governor.

The SPEAKER: The House hears
the message. And now is it the pleas-
ure of the House to adopt the resolu-
tion read by the clerk, and presented
by the gentleman from Portland, Mr.
Baxter?

The House then by a
unanimously adopted the
as presented, and it was
Senate for concurrence.

Mr. Barnes of Houlton moved that
the clerk of the House be directed to
convey a message to the Senate in-
forming that body of the concurrence
of the House in the proposition for a
Joint convention of both branches of
the Legislature.

The motion prevailed.

Subsequently the clerk of tte Mouse
reported that he had performed the
duty with which he was charged.

rising vote
resolution
sent to the

Mr. HCLLEY of North Anson: Mr.
Speaker, I have a resolve to intro-
duce, and I ask that it be passed un-
der suspension of the rules without
reference to a committee, and that it
have its several readings at this time.
The clerk then read the resulve, cov-
ering the payroll of the House for this
special session.

On motion by Mr. Holley tha tules
were suspended and resolve received
its two several readings and was rass-
ed to be engrossed without refersnce
to a committee.

Mr. HINCKLEY of South Portland:
I have an act which I wish to present
under suspension of the rules.

At this point the Senate came in and
a joint convention was formed.
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IN CONVENTION.

(The President of the Senate in the
chair.)

On motion of Mr. Thombs of Penob-
scot it was votzd that a comniittee e
appointed to wait upoun Hiy HExcel-
lency, the Governor, and nform him
that the two kranches of tha l.egisla-
ture are assembled in convention,
ready to listen to any address he may
have to make to them.

The Chair apnointed as suzn emnmit-
tee Senator Thombs of Penobscot,
Senator Googins of Andrescogzin, ben-
ator Walker of Somerset, Representa-
tive Barnes of Houlton, Representa-
tive Small of Brewer, Representative
Holley of North Anson, Representative
Eaton of Rumford, Representative
Baxter of Portland, Representative
Pike of Rastport and Rockland and
Representative O’Lieary of Bangor.

Subsequently Senator Thomas for
the committee reported that the coni-
mittee had performed the duty with
which it was charged, and that the
Governor would immediately present
himself before the convention.

The report was accepte.l.

The Governor and suite then enterec
the hall of House of Reorasentatives.

President HIGGINS: Gentlemen of
the Convention, His Excellency, Gov-
ernor Milliken. (Applause.)
Gentlemen of the Seventy-ninth

Legislature:

The ratification of the nineteenth
amendment to the Constitution of
the United States has conferred upon
the women of Maine the right to
vote at all elections subject only to
such provisions of the Constitution
and Statutes of the State as are not
repugnant to the Constitution of the
United States.

The women of Maine without re-
gard to their previous views about
suffrage are prepared to accept
cheerfully and faithfully discharg»
the new responsibilities thus placedl
upon them. And Maine men
whether they have previously advo-
cated equal suffrage or not, desire
that the process -of placing women
voters on full equality with men be

not only ungrudging and complet>
but as prompt as possible.

Maine women do not desire special
privileges, either in the definition of
their gualifications for exercising the
right of franchise or in the machinery
provided for their registration as
voters. But in order to register be-
fore September 13, all the women who
are qualified to vote in that election,
boards of registration and municipal
officers should be authorized to be in
session as much time as may be
necessary and under proper restric-
tions should be empowered to employ
clerks and to appoint deputies
wherever these are necessary to com-
blete the task within the time avail-
able.

The right to vote ought to carry
with it the right to hold office, but
the 19th Amendment to the Federal
Constitution probably doés not confer
the latter right upon the women of
the nation. Under the decisions of
our Maine courts, it is probable that
the right to hold the offices created
by the Constitution can only be con-
ferred upon women by a Constitu-
tional amendment, but the right to
hold offices created by the Legisla-
ture can undoubtedly be conferred
upon women by statute and I recom-
mend that at this special session
legislation providing in substance
that, except as otherwise provided
in the Constitution of the State, no,
person shall be deemed to be ineli-
gible to hold public office by reason
of sex.

If there is doubt as to the restric-
tion imposed by the Constitution of
the State upon the eligibility of wo-
men to hold public office. the next
Legislature may properly ask the
opinion of the Supreme Judicial
Court upon this question, and then
propose a constitutional amend-
ment for the removal of any restric-
tions which the opinion of the court
may discloge.

I am informed that through an un-
fortunate co-incidence one of the
most solemn holy days of the Jewish
church falls upon election day, Sep-
tember 13, and that some thousands
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of Jewish voters in Maine are in
danger of being disfranchised on that
day because a strict observance of
the tenets of their faith would pre-
vent them from performing the ac
of marking the ballot with pen ov
pencil. 1t secms likely that this em-
barrassment might safely be re
moved by legislation allowing them
the same assistance by election offi-
cers that is now permitted in cases of
physical disability.

It is my sad duty to announce to
vou the dcath of Fon. John A. Rob-
erts who for more than five years
served the State as commissioner of
agriculture with admirable diligence
and fidelity. The Statutes make no
provision for filling the vacancy in
the office of commissioner of agri-
culture except through election by
the Legislature. On the other hand,
the office is being efficiently admin-
istercd by the deputy commissioner
and in my judgment no emergency
exists which requires you to act un-
less you see fit to do so. In fact,
there might be some advantage tn
allowing the wvacancy to continue
until the regular session. The salary
of this office is entirely inadequate.
It is to be hoped that at the next
session of the Legisiature this office
will be put on a par with the other
departments in the State and with
the departments .of agriculture in
other states. The fact that we have
been able to command the services of
faithful and devoted men in the past
should not encourage us to continue
the niggardly policy which has hith-
erto prevailed toward this depart-
ment. The vital importance of agri-
culture Jjustifies a program which
will command the services of the best
available leadership. It is obvious
that the full advantage of such a
program could best be secured by al-
lowing the incoming Legislature io
provide an adequate salary before
proceeding to elect a new commis-
sioner of agriculture.

The Governor and suite then retired
amid applause, the members rising.

The purposes for which this Con-
vention was called having been accom-

plished the Senate then retived io its
chamber.

The SPHAKER: The House had un-
der consideration a bkill presented by
the gentleman irom South orvtiand,
Mr. Hinckley, wo'ch the cler < will read.

STATII OF MAINE.

In the year of our Lord one thou-
sand mnine hundred and twenty. An
Act to Prevent the Denial or Abridge-
ment of the Right to Hold Oifice on Ac-~
count of Sex. DBe it enacted by the
People of the State of Muine, as fol-
lows:

Section 1. No citizen of the United
States having a right to wvite in this
State shall be denied this right to hold
any civil oflice under this ttate or any
subdivision thereof on account of sex.

Mr. HINCKLEY of So. Portland:
Mr. Speaker, some lawyers of ability
are of the opinion that the Nineteenth
Amendment to the Constitution of the
United States automatically gives
women not only the right to vote but
the right to hold office. Other law-
yvers of equally as great ability believe
the contrary. The courts have held
many times that the right to vote and
the right to hold office are distinct,
and that either may exist without the
cther; and in order that there may be
no question as to this matter, and in
order that women shall have the right
which everybody now hopes she may
have, not only to vote, but to hold any
office that a man can hold, this bill is
presented, and I move, Mr. Speaker,
that it have its thrce several readings
and be passed to be engrossed with-
out reference to a committee,.

The motion prevailed, and the rules
were suspended, and the bill given its
three several readings and was passed
to be engrossed, and sent to the Sen-
ate for concurrence.

- T————tedl)

The SPEAKER: Are there any oth-
er bills?

Mr. PERKINS of Boothbay Har-
bor: Mr. Speaker, I wish to present
hill an act to amend section three of
Chapter 293 of the Public Taws of
1917, entitled an act to create a Sea
and Shore Fisheries Commission. I
move suspension of the rules and that




LEGISLATIVE RECORD-—-HOUSE, AUGUST 31, 1920 15

it have its three several readings and

be passed to be engrossed without
reference 1o a committee.
The SPEAKER: The Clerk will

read the bill.
STATE OF MAINE
In the year of our Lord one thousand
nine hundred and twenty.

An act to amend section three of
Chapter 293 of the PPublic Laws of
1917, an act to create a commission
of sea and shore fisheries.

De it enacted by the people of the
State of Maine as follows:

Section 1. Section three of Chapter
293 of the Public Laws of 1917 is
hereby amended by striking out the
following words: “they shall have
authority to make rules and regula-
tions governing the time, manner and
conditions of taking fish, shell fish and
lobsters and may declare a close time
on such varieties and in such locali-
ties as they may determine; but such
rules and regulations shall be made
and such close time declared only
after hearing, reasonable notice of
which shall have been given by publi-
cation or otherwise to all parties in-
terested. Rules and regulations so
madce and a close time so declared
shall be held to take precedence over

any then existing provisions of
statute inconsistent therewith,” so

that said section as amended shall
read as follows:

“See. 8. Sea and Shore Tisheries
created: Appointment, qualifications,
tenure, powers, duties, ete.

The Governor, with the advice and
consent of the council, shall, upon the
irking effect of this aect, appoint a
commission of three persons to be
known-as the sea and shore fisheries
commission, who shall have general
supervision of the sea and shore fish-
cries and shell fish regulated by Chap-
ter 45 of the Revised Statutes. Each
commissioner, except as hereinafter
movided, shall hold office for a term
f three vearns, unless sooner removed.
Two of such commissioners shall be-
long to the political party casting the
largest number of votes for governor
at the last preceding election, and one
from. the political party casting the
sccond largest vote for Governor at

ithe same election. They shall exer-
cize supervision over all the fisteries
and “reir product talzen from the tidc
waters within the State, including the
proper enforcement of all laws rewat-
ing to the catching, packing, cuting,
wanuiacturing, selling, branding and
trangportation of all kinds of pickleq,
sall, smoked, irvesh, canned or frozen
shell or cther fish.”

Alr. PERKINS or I3oothbay Harhor:
Mr. Speaker and gentlemen of fthe
House:

I'our years age  this Legislaiure
passed an act to creafe a sea and
shere fisberies comimission, kncwn as
Chapler 293 of 1Y e Public Lawve of
1917. in section thiee of that act
these words appeas, which by amend-~
ment this bill seeks to strike from
the act, leaving the act precisely as it
was before, without these words:
“they shall have authority to make
rules and regulations governing the
manner and condition of taking fish,
shell fish and lobsters, and may de-
clare a close time on such varieties
and in such localities as they may
determine; but such rules and regula-
tions shall be made and such close
time declared only after hearing, rea-
sonable notice of which shall have
heen given by publicration or othar-
wise to all parties interested. Rules
and regulations so made in close time
or declared shall be held to take pre-
cedence over any then existing pro-
visions of statute inconsistent there-
with.”

In accordance with the authority
vested in the sea and shore fisheries
commission, that commission, after
hearing, declared a close time on
lohsters to take effect on Aucgust
1st, 1920, extending from Small Point
in Sagndahoc county to Gay’s Island
on the western bank of Knox county.
Ag it hapnens that effects the entire
coast of Lincoln county, and T as-
sume that at this time I speak not
only for the towns of Boothbay Har-
bor, South Rristol, Bristol, and the
plantation of Monhegan, but also for
the towns of Bremen and Waldoboro,
which have until recently been repre-
sented in this T.ecislature by the
gentleman from Nobleboro, Mr. Mulli-
gan, who is not with us now. After
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hearing, this close time went into ef-
fect on August 1st. The first notice
of the declaration of the close time
appecarcd in the Bath Times on Sat-
urday, about eight days before the
close time went into eifect. I saw it
on Monday—in the issue of the Times
on Monday. That paper only has a
circulation in the city of Bath and a
small portion of Sagadahoc county.
It appeared in the Boothbay Register
Friday, two days before the close
time went into effect, and that paper
is issued on Saturday morning as a
matter of fact. The only other paper
in ILincoln county is the Lincoln
County News which is published on
Thursday; and every fisherman from
Small Point to Gay’s Island had to
haul his traps and place them upon
the bank on Sunday prior to that time
—every lobster fisherman in that ter-
ritorv was deprived of carning his
livelihood. The close time lasted
some six or seven davs and then was
suspended on account of the protests
of that scction of the State which
was so great that the commission was
compelled to listen to them. Fvery
fisherman from Small Point to Gayv’s
Island in Wnox county, leost at least
ten dollars a dav whether he had
ever seen a short lebster or had not.
Everv fisherman lost at least one
hundred dollars aside from the wear
and tear and the time lost in remov-
ing his trans from the water and then
restoring them in order that he might
earn a living to protect his family.
Not onlv that, but a great many sum-
mer perple who would have come
down there, when theyv heard that
they could not obtain lobsters at the
lower end of Lincoln county, can-
celled their hotel reservations and
went elsewhere. A great many had
cottages ot the lower end of I.incoln
county. This situation, Mr. Speaker
and gentlemen of the Legislature, is
a serious matter with us, and I wish
to state that four years ago when
this bill was passed the gentleman
from Vinalhaven, Mr. Boman, called
attention on the floor of this House
to the fact that it was giving the
commission too much power; but
still it was passed. It has been tried

out on Sagadahoec, Lincoln and a
small portion of Knox county, and
Mr. Speaker, the people there are in-
censed. It has become more or less
of a political question, and I simply
want to say this: My Republican
friends are telling them along the
coast that if they are elected it will
be repealed; and on the other Land,
the Democrats are telling them that
il they are elected it will be rcpealed.
So everybody is in harmony and
there is no neccssity of waiting un-
til the next session of the Legisla-
ture. It says “They shall have au-
thority to make rules and regulations”
but it goes on to say, that “rules and
regulations so madc and a close time
so declared shall take precedence
over any thcen existing provisions of
Statute.”

I say to you, Mr. Speaker, that this
Legislature has no authoerity to dele-
gate to any man or men the right to
make rules and regulations or declare
a close time that may be inconsistent
with any provision of the statute laws
of this Statc; and, Mr. Speaker and
gentlemen of the House, there is no
penalty in that statute if one of our
fishermen had violated that clcse
time. If there are any teeth in that
statute, they are false tecth. If you
will read that statute from one end to
the other, you cannot find any. The
commission itself admits that that
law is unenforceable, that they do not
have the power to punish a man, and
still they take upon themselves under
authority of this statute to deprive
our people of the right to earn, as I
say to you, an honest living: and T
further say that that commision had
no right to pick out the lower énd of
Lincoln county and declare a close

time and deprive our men of the
right to earn an honest living, and
let the rest of the State go free. The

people T have the honor to represent
have asked me to present this bill,
and I do not believe there is a lawyer
in this House who will not agree with
me that this Legislature has no au-
thority to pass an act delegating to
anyone authority to make laws and
giving anyone the right to appeal the

.statutes of this State. They say this,
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Mr. Speaker and gentlemen of the
House: “I have purchased a license
from the State of Mainec to fish in
the waters of the State; I have paid
my dollar, I am a law-abiding citi-
zen; and what right has the State to
take from me by action of the com-
mission the right for which I have
paid one dollar for my license? What
right have they to say that we from
Small Point to Gay’s Island should
be deprived of earning an honest liv-
ing?”

I hope Mr. Speaker, and gentlemen
ol the House, that you will vote in
favor of the passage of this actl, and
1 do now move that this bill be passed
without printing and without refer-
ence o a commitlee, that it have its
three several readings and be passed
to be engrossecd, in order that we may
enjoy the rights given us under the
constitution of this State of free
born American citizens, the right to
earn an honest living without inter-
ferencc by an autocratic commission.

Mr. HINCKLEY of So. Portland:
Mr. Spcaker, this Legislature was
callied together for a purpose which
was well recognized in order to do
what was necessary to make effec-
tive the Ninetcenth Amendment. It
is interesting to discuss lobsters. but
I think it would be more interesting
at this time of year to discuss them
at a shore dinner resort than in the
T.cgislature. This matter comes herc
without notice, without having been
printed, without reference to any
committee, and without anybody, ex-
cepting the gentleman who has spok-
en, knowing anything about the mat-
ter. So far as the practical propo-
sition is concerned, I do not believe
that this Legislature is in a frame
of mind whereby it wants to take up
this matter. If this matter is taken
up, there are hundreds of other mat-
ters ready to come in here, which
would keep us the rest of the sum-
mer. I do not think there is any
cmergency call for it, and I move
you, Mr. Speaker, that this matter
be indefinitcly postponed.

The SPEAKER: The motion of
the gentleman from So. Portland,
Mr. Hinckley, takes precedence over
the motion of the gentleman from
Boothbay Harbor, Mr. Perkins, and
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the question before the House is the
motion to indefinitely postpone. All
those in favor of the indefinite post-
ponement will say aye, and those op-
posed no.

A viva voce vote being doubted,

A division of the House was had.

Eighty-two having voted in favor
of indefinite postponement and 36
against, the motion to indefinitely
postpone the bill prevailed.

Under suspension of the rules Mr.
Barnes of Houlton introduced the
following order:

Ordered that Cecil Clay of Belfast
he appuinied the official reporter of
the House for the special session
convened on August 31, 1920,

The order received a passage.

Mr. Wilson of Portland introduced
the following order, out of order, un-
der suspension of the rules:

Ordered, the Housc and Senate
concurring, that the deputy commis-
sioner of agriculture be paid the full
salary of the Commissioner of Agri-
culture for such period of time as
such deputy commissioner has, and
shall act, as commissioner of agricul-
ifure on account of the existing va-
cancy of said office.

The order received a passage and
was sent to the Senate for concur-
rence.

Mr. Rounds of Portland presented
the following order:

Ordered that a committee of five be
appointed by the Speaker to investi-
gate the conditions under which ice
is being sold in the city of Portland
and report its findings to the next
Legislature or to the Grand Jury for
the county of Cumberland.

Mr. ROUNDS: Mr. Speaker, I want
to say here that some of us tried to
bring this before the Grand Jury
through our attorney general in spe-
cial segsion last fall. Now if it is not
profiteering to charge five dollars at
\ holesale and sixteen dollars at re-
tail, I would iike to know what prof-
itecring is. We could not get the at-
iorney general intercsted although
we had a fund for the purpose of go-
ing into it. Now we ask authority to
do something for the citizens of Port-
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land, and we think in justice that we
should have this done. I think that
any ice team that can takce from five
to six tons of ice a day and make
eleven dollars a ton on it comes pret-
ty near to profiteering, and I for one
would like to see—and the secretary
of the Chamber of Commerce heard
this remark from a driver that that
was what he wag putting out, and he
thought it was profiteering. There-
tore, I come with this order to see if
we cannot get something done to re-
lieve us in the city of Portland from
paying this exorbitant price for ice.

A viva voce vote being taken and
doubted.

A division of the House was had.

Thirty-five having voted in favor
of passage of the order and 63
against, the order failed of passage.

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr.
Speaker, we are informed that from
the other Chamber there will shortly
appear a draft of legislation which
will very materially increase the
work and duties of boards of regis-
tration and municipal officers at the
coming election. 1 have here a bill
to increase the number of election
clerks of the cities, towns and plan-
tations of the State, and I move that
the rules be suspended and that it
be introduced at this time. The mo-
tion prevailed.

On further motion by the same
gentlecman the bill reccived its three
several readings under suspension of
the rules and was passed to be en-
grossed.

Mr. BEAN of Minot: Mr. Speaker,
if in order I would like to ask Mr.
Barncs a question.

The SPEAKER: The Chair will
state that the gentleman from Houl-
ton, Mr. Barnes, is not in his scat.

On motion by Mr. Bean of Minot
the bill was temporarily tabled.

On motion by Mr. Bean of Minot
the bill was taken from the table.

Mr. BEAN: Mr, Speaker, I would
like to ask the gentleman from Houl-
ton (Mr. Barnes) if it is necessary to
make this increase if the municipal
officers do not deem it necessary?

The SPEAKER: The gcntleman
may ask through the Chair, and the

gentleman from Houlton, IMr. Barn-s
may reply.

Mr. BARNES: My, Speaker, re-
plying to the gentleman from Minst
(Mr. Bean) through the Chair, I heg
to say that after h2 has propounded
all his questions, I will do my best
to answer them.

The SPEAKER: If the gentleman
from Minot, Mr. Bean, has any
questiong he desires to ask the gen-
tleman from Houlton, Mr. Barnes,
he may do so now.

Mr. BEAN: Mr. Spcaker, the ques-
tion I desire to ask is whether it is
nceessary in towns of small popu-
lation to do this or shall it be left to
the municipal officers?

Mr. BARNES: Mr. Spcaker, the bill
provides that the municipal officers
may appoint and does not require that
they shall appoint. Out of the body
of election clerks which the Statute
provides, it is the duty of the ballot
clerk to attend to the checking of
the lists as assistant to the municipal
officers in the handing out of the
ballot, and also a number of clerks
are appointed or chosen who may
grant in the scerecy of the voting
compartment such information to a
voter who wishes information on the
ballot, or assistance in the mark-
ing of the Dballot on account
of disability or blindness or any-
thing of that sort, as is desired.
This statute is framed solely and
simply for the purpose first of in-
creasing the number of hands during
clection hours to do the mechanical
work of the clection, and, secondly,
to make it possible, if the municipal
officers so desire, to name election
clerks from the women who might
be chosen by a blind woman voter to
accompany her into a voting booth
and read over to her a ballot. The
bill as read is very long, but the
amendment is very short, occurring
on page five of the printed bill, an
attempt being made there simply to
provide that if it is decmed advisable
by the municipal officers controlling
the voting in any voting precinct to
appoint an additional number of elec-
tion clerks, not more than two, those
who are familiar with the statute,
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municipal officers, men who have
had experience, on recommendation
of the party committee of the dormi-
nant party of each city or town. The
statute prevents and forbids the en-
trance of any other person than-the
voter within the enclosure at the
time of ballot. This will make it
possible for municipal officers to ap-
point women election clerks to assist
in the election. I trust it will have
a passage.

The rules were suspended and the
bill was given its three several read-
ings and passed to be engrossed.

From the Senate: An act to provide
for the registration of women prior
to the State and national elections
in the year nineteen twenty.

This comes from the Senate under
suspension of the rules, having had
its two
engrossed.

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: I move
that we concur with the Senate and
that under suspension of the rules
the bill be given its three several
readings and passed to be enacted.
I am

informed that the bill was
printed and it would aid us greatly
it it might be in our hands before

any discussion takes place upon it,
and if it is agreeable to the gentle-
man from Lewiston, Mr. Brann, I
would suggest that we suspend
action for a moment.

Mr. BRANN of Lewiston: Mr.
Speaker: I think that can be cleared
up in a very few moments. Yesterday
several of us appeared here in oppo-
sition to the bill as then drawn by

" th attorney general, We suggested
certain changes and we suggested
that the machinery provided by the
bill, drafted by the attorney general,
was not broad enough to enable the
registration of all the women in Lew-
iston, Portland and Bangor. I un-
derstand from reading the naws-
papers that the Legal Affairs and the
Judiciary committee made
changes in the bill as drafied by the
attorney general, and if Le gentle-
man from Houlton, Mr. 33arncs, can
inform me what those changes are,

readings and passed to be»

certain °

might I inquire the

it may be :uat in its prosent form,
we will have re Jh,cction 1o if.

The SPEAXKWR: The Chair would
suggest that it mighz bc wail to tem-
porarily table this bill and take up
some other mattsrs until we can get
printed copies in here. )

On motion by Mr. Brann of Lewis-
ton the bill was temporarily tabled,.

rom the Senate: Resolve on the
payroll of the Senate. This comes
from the Senate under suspension of
the rules and passed to be engrossed
without reference to a committee.

On motion by Mr. Brann of Lewis-
ton the resolve was received under
suspension of the rules, given its two
several readings and passed to be en-
grossed in concurrence.

From the Senate: An act to
amend Chapter scven, Section nine-
teen of the vevised statutes.

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: May I
inquire, Mr. Speaker, whether there

is attached thercto an emergency
clause?
The SPEAKER: The Chair will

state thuat there is.

On motion by M. Willlams of Au-
burn, the House voted to receive this
bill under suspension of the rules
and it was given its three several
readings and passed to be engrossed
without reference to a committee, in
concurrence with the Senate.

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houl-
ton it was voted to take from the
table an act to provide for the regis-
traticn of women prior to the State
and national elections for the year
1920, and on further motion by the
same gentleman a viva voce vote
being had the bill was given its three
several readings and passed to be
engrossed in concurrence.

Recess

After Recess
Mr. MAHER of Augusta: Mr,
Speaker, if it is not out of order
status of bill
number one with reference to regis-
tration?
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The SPEAKER: The Chair will
state that the bill has been passcd
to be engrossed in concurrence with
the action of the Senagte, and is in the
hands of the engrossing clerk at this
time.

Mr. MAHAER: Would it be proper
to make inquiry through the Chair
relative to the bill?

The SPEAKER:
may do so.

Mr. MAHER: May I ask the gen-
tleman from Houlton (Mr. Barnes) if
he does not think there is an incom-
patibility between the last part of
section one occurring on page three
and the tenth line on page five, the
point being this: The first part of
section one would seem to me in cit-
jes of 3,000 and less than 19,000 to
allow the boards to be in session for
ten secular days, on the first eight
of which they were to register and
upon the latter two they were to re-
vise. That is what it seems to us.
Then still further on in scction one
on page five, it says the boards of
registration are authorized to remain
in session every day except the last
day of each session, etc. Does not
that allow them to be in session on
the ninth day for registration?

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Houlton, Mr. Barnes, may re-
ply through the Chair.

‘Mr. BARNES: Replying through
the Chair to the gentleman from Au-
gusta (Mr. Maher), as 1 remember
the bill the number of days upon
which boards of registration—which
includes the municipal officers in the
smaller towns and cities—are re-
quired to be in operation, varies with
the size of the cities; and as I re-
member it, the number of days dur-
ing which they are in session solely
for the purpose of revising and cor-
recting the lists. In some cities the
two latter days and in others only
the last day. Now this question
arose. It may happen that at ninc
o’clock in the evening there are pres-
ent a larger number than can be reg-
istered so as to close at nine. It was
the opinion of many of the members
of the committec that it would not
be necessary to authorize the board
to remain in session until the line of
waiters had all been registered; so it

The gentleman

was written into the bill that the
board might be in session. Now the
sentence on page five, beginning

with linc 82, to my mind would mean
that boards of registration otherwise
authorized to receive applications for
registration on the day before the
last secular day prcceding election
might operate as bhoards of registra-
tion to receive the applications and
decide upon their qualifications, and
that boards of regisiration in the
hill beforc drafted to occupy the two
latter days in revision and correction
would be opcrating on the day be-
fore the last secular day preceding
election at the work of revision and
correction. 1f thc language accom-
plishes that, I think it was the pur-
pose and intent of the committee. I
would inguire if that in any mecasure
answers the inquiry?

Mr. MAHER: I merely wished to
be informed if the gentleman con-
siders that the language conveys
that meaning—*“boards of registra-
tion are authorized to remain in ses-
sion for registration of voters on any
day except the last day.”

Mr. BARNES: My answer, Mr.
Speaker, through the Chair is this,
that the work of revision and cor-
rection of the lists, that is, the writ-
ing of the name upon the official list,
is the last solemn act of registration,
and that act is a part of the work of
the Board in the registration of vo-
ters and nothing else; so that the
generic term of words ‘“registration
of voters” includes all of the work
which boards of registration, includ-
ing municipal officers, may do, from
the first day in which registration is
allowed under the statute until the
time set on the last day when the
correct list is to be handed to the

clerk to be used on the following
Monday for the election.
The SPEAKER: The Chair will

state that there is nothing formally
before the House, but it has allowed
the discussion to go on in order to
clear up the meaning of the bill.

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houl-
ton, the House recessed until one
o’clock (standard timece).
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Afternoon Session

The SPTNAKER: There arec no
matters as yet for the House to act
upon. My purpose in calling it to-
gether is simply to suggest that we
have emergency matters coming up
later where we must have 101 votes.
Thercfore, 1T hope the members of the
FHouse will remain nearby, subject to
call

On motion by Mr. Williams of Au-
burn, the House rvecessed until three
o'clock daylight saving time.

After Recess
Passed to be Enacted
An act to prevent the denial or
abridgement of the right to hold
office on account of sex.

Finally Passed
Resolve on the payroll of the House
of Representatives.

Resolve on the payroll of {the
Senate.
The SPHAKIR: The Chair lays

before the House an act to provide
for the registration of women prior
{o the State and national elections
in the year 1920. The Chair will state
that this act carries the emergency
clause, and requires a two-thirds
vote of all the members elccted to
this House in order to enact it. All
those in favor of its being passed to
be enacted will rise and stand until
counted and the tellers will make the
count.

A division being had,

One hundred and twenty voted in
favor and none against; and the bill
was passed to be enacted.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays
bhefore the House an act to increase
the number of election clerks for
each polling place. The Chair will
state that this also is an emergency
measure, requiring a two-thirds vote

of all the members. All those in
favor of its being passed to be
enacted will rise and stand until

counted, and the tellers will make
the count.
A division being had,

One hundred and nine voted in
favor and nonc against; and the bill
was passed to be enacted.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be-
fore the House an act to amend
Chapter scven, Section nineteen of
the Revised Statutes relating to as-
sistance in marking ballots. The
(‘hair will state that this act carries
the emergency clause and requires
the (wo-thirds vote of all the mem-
bers elected to this House in order to
enact it. All those in favor of its
being passed to be enacted will rise
and stand wuntil counted and the
tellers will make the count.

A division being had,

One hundred and eight voting in
favor and none against; and the bill -
was passed to be enacted.

The SPEAKER: This disposes of
all the work that the Chair knows
about and the House will be at ease
for a few moments.

After Recess

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houl-
ton, unanimous consent being given,
it was

Ordered, that the
House prepare and cause to be
printed 600 copies of the House
Journal of the Special Session, con-
vened August 31, 1920,

Clerk of the

On motion by Mr. Dunning of
Charleston, it was voted that a mes-
sage Dbe transmitted to the Senate
that the House has transacted all
business before it and is ready to
adjourn without day.

Thereupon the Chair appointed Mr.
Dunning of Charleston to convey
that message to the Scnate, and that
gentleman subscquently reported
that he had delivered the message
with which he was charged.

A message was received from the
Senate stating that that body had
transacted all its business and was
ready to adjourn without day.
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The following order was received
from the Senate:
Ordered, the House concurring,

that a committee on the part of the
Senate, with such as the House may
join, be appointed to wait upon His
Excellency, the Governor, and inform
him that both branches of the Legis-
lature have acted on all matters be-
fore them and are ready to receive
any communication he may wish to
make. : ‘

The order received a passage in
coneurrence.

The Speaker thereupon appointed
ag such committee on the part of th~
House, Messrs. Cowan of Winterport,
Gilmour of Westbrook, Reed of Ban-
gor, Bragdon of Perham and Dolloff
of Standish.

Subsecquently Mr. Gilmour for the
committee reported that the com-
mittee had discharged the duty with
which it was charged, and that His
Excellency informed the committee
that there was no further business to
come before the House.

From the Senate:

Communication from the Secretary
of State.

STATE OF MAINHE
Office of Secretary of State,
Augusta, August 31, 1920.
To the President of the Senate and

Speaker of the House of Represen-

tatives:

Gentlemen: In accordance with the
requirements of Section four, Chapter
one of the Revised Statutes, I have
the honor to inform you
Public Acts, a list of the titles of
which is hereto appended, have been
approved by the Governor.

that the,
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respectfully your obedient
FRANK W. BALL,
Secretary of State.

An act to amend Chapter seven,
Section 19 of the Revised Statutes,
relating to assistance in marking
ballots.

An act to provide for the registra-
tion of women prior to the State and
national elections for the year 1920,

An act to increase the number of
election clerks for each polling place.

An act to prevent the denial or
abridgment of the right to hold office
on account of sex.

Came from the Senate, read and
ordered placed on file. In the House
read and ordered placed on file in
concurrence.

Very
servant,

The following communication was
received from the Senate.
STATE OF MAINE
Office of the Governor,
Augusta, August 31, 1920.
To the President of the Senate and
the Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives:

A list of the acts and resolves
passed at the special scssion of the
79th Legislature held this day, and
approved by me, number four publi:
acts and two resolves, 1s herewith
submitted. I have no further com-
munication to make.

(Signed) CARL E. MILLIKEN,

Governor.

This comes from the Senate or-
dered placed on file.

In the House read and ordered
placed on file in concurrence.

On motion by Mr. Gilmour of West-
brook,
Adjourned sine die.



