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HOUSE 

Wednesday, April 2, 1919. 
The House met according to ad

journment and was called to order by 
the Speaker. 

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Boothby of 
Augusta. 

Journal of the previous session 
r<?ad and approved. 

Papers from the 8en~,te disposed of 
in concurrence. 

From the Senate: Dill, An Act to 
appropriate money for the expendi
ture of governmu;~ for the year 1920. 

Comes from the Senate, 111 that 
branch read twice under suspension 
'of the rules an(i passed to be en
grossed. 

In the Housa the rules were sus
pen(led and the bill gL'(,n its three 
sen ral reading" amI passed to be en
grossed in concurrence. 

From the Senate: Report of the 
committee on judiciary, on bill, An 
Act to amend Section 87 of Chapter 2 
of the Revised Statutes, relating to 
the State auditor, reporting the same 
in a new draft under same title and 
that it ought to pass. 

Report was accepted in concur
rence, and the rules were suspended 
and the bill given its three several 
readings and passed to be engrossed 
in concurrence. 

From the Senate: Report of the 
committee on salaries and fees on the 
following bills: 

Bill, An Act to amend Paragraph 2 
of Section 40 of Chapter 117 of the 
Revised Statutes, increasing the sal
ary of clerk of courts of Androscog
gin county. 

Bill, A n Act to amend Paragraph 2 
of Section 45 of Chapter 117 of the 
Revised Statutes, as amended by 
Chapter 153 of the Public Laws of 
1917, increasing the amount of clerk 
hire in the offices of the register of 
probate and clerk of courts of An
droscoggin county. 

Bill, An Act to amend Paragraph 2 
of Section 39 of Chapter 117 of the 
Revised Statutes, increasing the sal
ary of register of probate of Andros
coggin county. 

Bill, An Act to amend Section 43 of 
Chapter 117 of the Revised Statutes, 
increasing the salary of the register 
of deede for the county of Andros
coggin. 

Resolve, to amend Section 38 of 
Chapter 117 to increase the com
pensatio:l of the judge of probate of 
Aroostock county. (House No. 92.) 

Bill, An Act to amend Section 45 of 
Chapter 117 of the Revised Statutes, 
to increase the clerk hire in certain 
county .)ffices in Aroostook county. 
(House~o. 60.) 

Bill, An Act to amend Section 45 of 
Chapter 117 of the Revised Statutes, 
relative to clerk hire in the office of 
the regif:ter of deeds of the northern 
district. 

Bill, An Act to increase the annual 
salary of the register of deeds for 
Aroostook county, southern registry. 
(House No. 62.) 

Bill, An Act to amend Section 44 of 
Chapter 117 of the Revised Statutes, 
relating to county treasurers. 

Bill, An Act to amena Section 45 of 
Chapter 117 of the Revised Statutes, 
relating to clerk hire in county of
fices, as amended by Chapter 194 
and Chapter 242 of the Public Laws 
of 1917. 

Bill, A n Act to amend Section 45, 
Chapter 117, Revised Statutes 1916, 
relating to the salaries of clerks in 
the office of register of probate for 
Cumberllnd county. 

Bill, An Act to amend 4th Para
graph 01: Section 45 of Chapter 117 
of the Revised Statutes, as amended 
by Section 2 of Chapter 194 of the 
Public Laws of 1917, and as amended 
by Chap:er 242 of the Public Laws of 
1917, relating to clerk hire in the 
county offices in Cumberland county. 

Bill, An Act to amend Section 42 of 
Chapter 117 of the Revised Statutes, 
relating to compensation of county 
commissioners. (Cumberland.) 

Bill, A n Act to amend the 5th 
Paragraph of Section 45 of Chapter 
117 of tlte Revised Statutes, increas
ing the amount of clerk hire in the 
Franklin county registry of deeds. 

Bill, An Act to amend Section 43 of 
Chapter 117 of the Revised Statutes, 
to increase the compensation of the 
register of deeds of Hancock county. 
(House :~o. 75.) 
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Bill, An Act relative to the salary 
"'f the judge of probate of Kennebec 
county. 

Bill, An Act to increase tempora
rily the salar! of the clerk of courts 
of Kennebec county. 

Bill, An Act to increase temporarily 
the allowance for clerk hire in the 
office of the clerk of courts of Kenne
bec county. 

Bill, An Act relative to the salary 
of the register of probate of Kenne
bec county. 

Bill An Act relative to the allow
ance for clerk hire in the office of 
register of probate of Kennebec 
county. 

Bill An Act relative to the salary 
of the county treasurer of Kennebec 
county. 

Bill An Act to amend Section 43 of 
Chapter 117 of the Revised Statutes 
relating to the salary of the register 
of deeds for Kennebec county. 

Bill An Act to amend Section 45 C'f 
Chapter 117 of the Revised Statutes, 
increasing the clerk hire in the office 
of register of deeds of Kennebec 
county. 

Bill An Act to amend Section 39 
of Chapter 117 of the Revised Stat
utes increasing the salary of the 
register of probate for Knox county. 

EiII An Act to amend Section 38 
of Chapter 152 of the Public Laws of 
1917, relating to the compensation of 
judges of probate. (Knox county.) 

Bill An Act to amend Section -15 o)f 
Chapter 117 of the Revised Statutes 
of Maine, 1916, relating to clerk hire 
in county offices. (Knox county.) 

Bill An Act to amend Section 40 
of Chapter 117 of the Revised Stat
utes of Maine. 1916, relating to the 
compensation of clerks of courts. 
(Knox county.) 

Bill An Act to amend Section 43 
of Chapter 117 of the Revi.soed Stat
utes of Maine, 1916. relating to the 
compensation of registers of deeds. 
(Knox.) 

Bill An Act to amend Section 39 
of Chapter 117 of the Revised StaT_ 
utes, increasing the salary of the 
register of probate for the county 'Jf 
Lincoln. 

Bill An Act to increa.se the sala
ries of the register of deeds, regis-

ter of probate and derk of courts for 
two years. (House No. 76.) (Lin
coln county.) 

Bill An Act to amend the ninth 
paragraph of Section 45 of Chapter 
117 of the Revised Statutes, and 
Chapter 223 of the Laws of 1917, in
creasing the amounts to be paid fOl' 
clerk hire in the county offices of 
Lincoln county. 

BiJI An Act to amend Section 40 
of Chapter 117 of the Revised Stat
utes relating to salaries. (Clerk (If 
courts, Penobscot county.) 

BiII An Act to amend Section 45 
of Chapter 117 of the Revised Stat
utes, relating to salaries (clerk hire 
in the office of clerk of courts in Pe
nobscot county.) 

BiII An Act to amend Section 37 .)f 
Chapter 117 of the Revised Statutes, 
in relation to the salary of the coun
ty attorney of Penobscot county. 

BiII An Act to determine the 
amount to be paid for clerk hire in 
the county of Penobscot. 

Bill An Act to increase the salary 
of the register of probate of Piscat
aquis county and to increase the ap
portionment for clerk hire in the of
fice of said register of probate. 

BiII An' Act to increa.se the salary 
of the clerk of courts of Piscataquis 
county, and to increase the appur
tionment for clerk hire in the office 
of said clerk of courts. 

Bill An Act to increase the salary 
of the register of deeds of Piscata
quis county, and to increase the a.p
portionment for clerk hire in the 
office of said register of deeds. 

Bill An Act to increase the salary 
of the judge of probate of Piscata
quis county. 

BiII An Act to increase the salary 
of the county attorney of Piscataqul,9 
county. 

Bill An Act to increase the salary 
of the treasurer of Piscataquis coun
ty. 

BiII An Act to increase tempora
rily the salaries of the county offi
cials of the county of Sagadahoc. 

Bill An Act to amend Section 45 of 
Chapter' 117 of the Revised Statutes 
relating to clerk hire in county of
fices. (Sagadahoc) 
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Bill An Act to amend Section 38 of 
Chapter 117 of the Revised Statutes 
as amended by Chapter 292 of the 
Public Laws of 1917,.relating to sal
ary of judge of probate of Somerset 
county. 

Bill An Act to amend Section 45 
of Chapter 117 of the Revised Stat
utes, relative to clerk hire in the of
fice of the register of deeds. (Waldo 
county.) 

Bill An Act to amend Paragraph 
15, Section 45 of Chapter 117 of the 
Revised Statutes relative to clerk 
hire in the office of register of pro
bate in Waldo county. (Houee ~o. 
77.) 

Bill An Act to increase the sabry 
of the clerk of courts of vVashington 
county. 

Bill An Act to amend Section 45 of 
Chapter 117 of the Revised Statutes 
lelative to the salaries of clerks in 
the office of the register of deeds, 
register of probate and clerk of 
courts of Washington county. 

Bill An Act to increase the salary 
of the register of deede in Washing
ton county. 

Bill An Act to amend Section 44 
of Chapter 117 of the Revised Stat
utes, temporarily increasing the ~al
ary of the treasurer of the county of 
Washington. . 

Bill An Act to amend Section 41 of 
Chapter 117 of the Revised Statutes 
increasing the salary of the sheriff 
of Washington county. 

Bill An Act to amend Sections 40 
of Chapter 117 of the Revised Stat
utee, relating to compensation of the 
clerk of courts of York county. 

Bill An Act to amend the last para
graph of Section 45 of Chapter 117 
of the Revised Statutes relating to 
clerk hire in York county. 

Bill An Act to amend Section 45 
of Chapter 117 of the Revised Stat
utes increasing the amount for clerl, 
hire in the registry of deeds of York 
county. 

Bill An Act increasing the salary 
of the judge of probate of York 
county. 

Reporting the same in a new dr':tft 
under the title of bill An Act to in
crease salaries of certain county of
ficers and amount of money allowed 

for clerk hire in certain county of
fices and that it ought to paBS. 

On motion by Mr. Pattee of Har
mony, t:~e report was temporarily 
tabled for the purpose of investigat
ing bill relative to the judge of pro
bate of tlomerset county. 

From the Senate: Report of the 
committee on appropriations and 
financial affairs, reporting ought to 
pass on bill, An Act to authorize the 
director of sea and shore fisheries to 
employ r ecessary clerks. 

Came I'rom the Senate, report ac
cepted, bill read twice, Senate 
Amendment A adopted, bill passed to 
bj) engro,lsed as amended by Senate 
Amendm~mt A. 

On motion by l\Ir. Mitchell of Kit
tery, a Yiva voce vote being taken, 
tabled pending first reading. 

From the Senate: Bill, An Act to 
amend SE'ction 21 of Chapter 83 of the 
Revised ;:;tatutes, as amended by 
Chapter 1,6 of the Public Laws of 
1917, relating to temporary loans by 
the county commissioners. 

This W:1S by the House indefinitely 
postponeci, and it comes back from 
the Senate, that body insisting on its 
action of March 14 whereby the bill 
was passl~d to be engrossed and ask
ing for a committee of conference, 
the President having appointed as 
conferees on the part of the Senate, 
Messrs. \\Talker, Davies and Deering. 

On motion by Mr. Rounds of Port
land, the House voted to insist on its 
former ai?tion and join the confer
ence on t his bill. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will ap
point as nonferees on the part of the 
House Messrs. Allan of Portland, 
\Vilson of Portland, and Cochrane of 
Monmoufl. 

On motion by Mr. Allan of Port
land. the House voted to reconsider 
its action whereby it voted to insist 
and join the conference on this bill; 
and on f 1rther motion by the same 
gentlemen, a viva voce vote being 
taken, tho House voted to adhere to 
its former action. 

The SFEAKER: The committee 
appointed will not need to serve. 

Reports of Committees 
1\lr. Holley, from the committee on 

appropriations and financial affairs, 
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on Resolve in favor of the official 
reporter of the House for additional 
compensation, and for services of as
sistant reporter and typists, in the 
preparation and completion of the 
Legislative Record, reported that the 
same ought not to pass, as the same 
has been provided for by the House 
pay roll. 

Majority repOl't of the committee 
on judicia!'Y, on bill, .~n Act in rela
tion to the duties of the State audi
tor, reporting that the same ought 
not to pass, 

(Signed) Messrs. CHAPLIN, 
CONARY, 
DEERING, 
DAVIES, 
BUZZELL, 
BARNES, 
DEARTH. 

Minority report of same committee, 
on same subject matter, reporting 
that the same ought to pass. 

(Signed) Messrs. BAXTER, 
MAHER, 
MURCHIE. 

(On motion by Mr. Chaplin of 
Bridgton, a viva voce vote being 
taken, the House voted to accept the 
majority report, ought not to pass.) 

Majority report of same commit
tee, on bill, An Act to amend Chapter 
42 of the Revised Statutes as amend
ed by Chapter 139 of the Public Laws 
of 1917, relating to intelligence of
ficers, reporting ought not to pass. 

(Signed) 2\fessrs. DAVIES, 
2\fURCHIE, 
BUZZELL, 
CONARY, 
DEERING, 
BARNES, 
CHAPLIN, 
DEAH'l'H. 

Minorit~' report of same commit
tee, on same subject matter, report
ing same in a new draft, under title 
of bill, An Act to amend Chapter 42 
of the Revised Statutes as amended 
by Chapter 139 of the Public Laws of 
1917, relating to intelligence offices, 
and that it ought to pass. 

(Signed) Messrs. lVIAHJ<JR, 
BAXTER. 

(On motion by Mr. Colcord of 
Searsport, a viva voce vote being 
taken, it was voted to accept the 
majority report, ought not to pass.) 

JUajority report of same committe.:!, 
on bill, An Act to amend Section 4 of 
Chapter 60 of the Revised Statutes 
of 1916, repealing the monopoly law 
in regard to the sale of electricity, 
and permitting its sale for mechani
cal and manufacturing purposes, re
porting that it ought not to pass. 

(Signed) Messrs. CHAPLIN, 
DEERING, 
DAVIES, 
BARNES, 
CONARY, 
BUZZELL, 
MURCHIE, 
MAHER, 
DEARTH. 

2\linority report of same commit
tee, on same subject matter, report
ing that the same be referred to the 
next Legislature. 

(Signed) BAXTER. 
(On motion by Mr. Chaplin of 

Bridgton, a viva voce vote being 
taken, it was voted to accept the ma
jority report, ought not .0 pass.) 

Report "A" of the committee on la
bor, on bill "An Act amending the 
Public Laws of 1915, Chapter :t50, 
entitled 'An Act relative to the hours 
of employment of women and chil
dren,''' reporting same in a new 
draft, under same title, and that it, 

.ought to pass. 
(Signed) MESSRS. O'CONNELL, 

ARTHUR, 
SMITH, 
COBB, 
PIKE. 

Report "B" of same committee, on 
same subject matter, reporting that 
the same ought not to pass. 

(Signed) MESSRS. CREIGHTON, 
STANLEY, 
McLEARY, 
LEONARD, 
LEATHERS. 

(On motion by Mr. Doyle of Bidde
ford, a viva voce vote being taken, 
the reports ,yere tabled pending ac
ceptance of either, and specially as
signed for tomorrow morning.) 

On motion by Mr. Granville of Par
sonsfield the two reports and accom
panying bill were ordered printed. 

Mr. ALLAN, from the committee on 
taxation, on bill "An Act relating to 
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exemption from poll taxes," reported 
the same in a new draft, under same 
title, and that it ought to pass. 

(On motion by Mr. Baxter of Port
land the rules were suspended and 
the bill given its three several read
ings and passed to be engrosed.) 

Passed to Be Engrossed 
Senate 271: "An Act to Provide for 

upkeep, equipment and extensions for 
the several normal schools and the 
Madawaska Training school." 

Passed to Be Enacted 
An Act to amend Section 32 of 

Chapter 33, of the Revised Statutes, 
as amended by Chapter 219 of the 
Public Laws of 1'917, relating to the 
pollution of the waters of the State 
by sawdust and other mill waste. 

An Act to amend the Charter of the 
city of South Portland. 

An Act to incorporate the Belfast 
water district. 

An Act to amend Section 78 of 
Chapter 52 of the Revised Statutes, 
relating to the loans made by Trust 
Companies. 

An Act to amend Section 14 of 
Chapter 92 of the Revised Statutes, 
as amended by Section seven of 
Chapter 133 of the Public Laws of 
1917, and Sections 17 and 19 of 
Chapter 92 of the Revised Statutes, 
all relating to the filing of claims 
against estates of deceased persons. 

An Act to amend Sections three 
and six of Chapter 260 cf the Public 
Laws of 1917, entitled "An Act to es
tablish a Superior Court in the coun
ty of Androscoggin. 

An Act to amend Section three of 
Chapter 84 of the Revised Statutes, 
relating to Clerks of the Judicial 
Courts. 

An Act to establish a State Re
formatory for men. 

An Act to assist in the commercial 
utilization of dogfish. 

An Act amending the Charter of 
the People's Ferry Company. 

An Act additional to Chapter eight 
of the Revised Statutes, relating to 
the burning of brush. 

An Act to amend Chapter 32 of the 
Revised Statutes relating to cinema
tograph and moving pictures. 

An Act to amend Chapter 39 of the 
Private Hnd Special Laws of 1915, in
creasing the salary of the Recorder 
of the Sanford Municipal Court. 

An Act relating to the Surety Bond 
business of Trust Companies and Do
mestic Corporations and amending 
Section ~10 of Chapter 52 of the Re
vised Statutes. 

An Act to amend Section one of 
Chapter 69 of the Revised Statutes, 
relating ':0 the assessment and collec
tion of bheritance tax. 

An Act to enable towns or cities 
to prOCUl'e State aid in the construc
tion of armories. 

An Act to regulate the practice of 
the sysleln, method or SCience of 
healing known as Osteopathy. creat
ing a board of examination and reg
istration for those dElo-<tiring to prac
tice the same, and providin~ penal
ties for I'iolation of this act, 

Finally Passed 
Resolvo in favor of the Fidelity 

Mutual Life Insurance Company of 
Philadelr:hia. Pennsylvania. for a 
tax credit, 

Resolv,: continuing unexpended 
balance (of appropriation provided by 
Chapter 310 of the Resolves of 1915. 
entitled :Resolve appropriating mon
ey to aid in the construction of sub
structure of a highway bridge acrose 
the St, J'ohn river between the 
town of :l1adawaska. Maine, and the 
city :of EdmundSlton, New Bruns
wick. 

Resolve to appropriate money for 
the purcbase of history of York. 

Rooolve authorizing and instructing 
the Governor and Council to make 
such altE-rations and improvements 
of the n:sidence of the late Jam~ 
G. Blaine, recently given to the 
State by Mrs. Harriet Blaine Beale. 
aeo may be necessary and to furnish 
it suitably, to serve the purpose of 
an executive mansion and to ac
quire by purchase such contiguous 
propery as may be needed for said 
purpose. 

Resolve for the laying of the coun
ty taxes for the year 1920. 

Resolve to amend a resolve in fa
vor of the Augusta State hospital for 
the conetruction of a new building 
for patients. 
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Resolve in favor of the town of 
Porter for school purposes. 

Resolve authorizing construc.tion 
of a building for the care ot tuber
cular soldiers, sailors and marines. 

Resolve In favor of Harry A. 
Fowles, secretary of the committee 
on school for feeble-minded. 

On motion by Mr. Pattee of Har
mony, it Watll voted to take from the 
table report of the committee on sal
aries and fees on the various county 
offices. 

The report was accepted in con
currence. 

The bill then received its two sev
eral readings. 

Mr. PATTEE of Harmony: Mr. 
Speaker, I move that tl;1e rules be 
suspended and the bill given its third 
reading at the present time. 

The SPEAKER: There are two 
amendments on this bill which 
should have properly followed the 
first reading. Senate Amendment A 
is as follows: 

Senate Amendment A to Senat.e 
Document 288. 

Amend the paragraph relating to 
York county on Page 14 of S. D. 288 
In the fourth line of said paragraph 
by inserting after the word "thou
sand" the word "forty," so that said 
paragraph as amended shall read as 
follows: 

"York county: For clerks in the 
office of register of deeds, eighteen 
hundred dollars; for clerke in the 
office of register of probate. twelve 
hundred forty eight dollars; f{lr 
clerks in the office of the clerk of 
court one thousand forty dollars." 

Thereupon the House voted to 
adopt Senate Amendment A in con
currence. 

Senate Amendment B to the same 
document. 

Amend Section 1 of Senate Docu
ment 288 by inserting after the word 
"them" in the line numbered 5 on 
Page 5 of the printed bill the fol
lowing: "and the sum provided for 
the clerk in Lincoln county shall be 
in full for all such services, and also 
in full for services M clerk of Lin
coln municipal court." 

Thereupon the House voted to 
adopt Senate Amendment B in con-

currence; and the bill then had its 
third reading and was passed to be 
engrossed as amended by Senate 
Amendment A and Senate Amend
ment B in concurrence. 

Orders of the Day 
The SPEAKER: Under orders of 

the day the Chair will announce as 
the committee on the order relating 
to investigation of tax matters 
Messrs. Pike of Eastport, Maher of 
Augusta and Wilson of Portland. 

The SPEAKER: The first matter 
under consideration for today is 
where we left off under orders of 
the day yesterday, and we were con
sidering the report of the committee 
on agriculture on House Document 
No. 428; and the pending questioll 
is the motion ·of the gentleman from 
Minot, Mr. Bean, that tne bill be sub
stituted for the report. 

Mr. BEAN of Minot: Mr. Speaker 
and gentlemen of the .House: Owing 
to the presence of our honored guest 
of yesterday, this discussion was 
more or less broken into. and I 
hardly know myself where it end
ed. I desire to say, however. in sum
ming up my remarks that while I 
admit the report of the committee to 
be generally ac·cepted. it would !1p
pear to me that the committee muet 
have considered the chief objection 
to this bill to be the fact that there 
were no funds provided; in fact, 
some of the committee has since told 
me so. As against this propoffition, I 
have the Governor's assurance that 
the matter is of sufficient importance 
to become law and he will guaran~ee 
that it will be financed. All other ob
jections come from the Livestock 
Breeders' Association and I think it 
must now be admitted that this Wit.s 

for no other than purely oolfish mo
tives. Mr. Speaker, I would ask thdt 
when the vote is taken on this mat
ter, it be taken by the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. WASHBURN of Perry: Mr. 
Speaker, I would say that the com
mittee on agriculture had this mat
ter under consideration and the 
proposition is that all cattle in the 
State, young and old, shall be sub-
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jected to the tuberculin test. The 
committee considered the ma tter 
and we did not discover any great 
demr,nd for such legi."ilation. vVe felt 
that the expense would eventually 
be very great. This was a unanimous 
report, ought not to pass. and I be
lieve none of the committee ha'.-e 
seen any occasion for changing their 
opinion. 

Mr. Bl'ZZELL of Belfast: Mr. 
Speaker, I hope that the motion will 
not prevail to take the yea and nay 
vote. I feel that many of us would 
like to get home in the near futur~, 
and many of us must get home if we 
expect to exist yery much longer. 
There cannot be any very great con
test over this matter, and the tak
ing of the yea and nay vote simply 
means time wasted. 

The SPEAKER: All those who Rre 
in fayor of calling for the yeas and 
nay,~ will rise 

A sutficient number did not arise. 
The SPEAKER: The question is 

the SUbstitution of the bill for the 
report. All those in favor of the "!lO

tion to substitute the b,ill for the re
port will say aye; those opposed no. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion to substitute the bill for the 
report failed of passage. , 

The SPEAKER: The pending 
question ie the acceptance of the re· 
port, ought. not to pass. 

On motion by Mr. Ca.oo of Lubec, 
a viva voce vote being taken, the 
House YO ted to accept the report, 
ought not to pass. 

The Chair lays before the House 
An Act to increase the salary or t11e 
deputy treasurer of State, House 
Docum<'nt No. 411. 

The SPEAKER: The gentlem;m 
from Houlton, Mr. Barnes, not being 
in his seat, with the unanimous con
..-.ent of the House we will pass that 
matter. 

The Chair lays before the House 
An Act to provide for the jurisdic
tion of the Public Utilities Commis
sion OVer certain motor vehic1e~. 
Senate Document No, 256, tableu by 
the gentleman from South Portlawl, 
Mr, Hinckley, pending third read
ing. 

Mr. HINCKLEY: Mr. Speaker, I 
do not know whether the House real
izes wrat the bill in new dnft 
means. Therefore I would like to 
read the first section of the origin", 
bill, and then call your attention to 
the bill in new draft. 

"'I'he Public Utilities Commission 
shall h8 ve jurisdiction over every 
pen,oon, firm or corporation operat
ing any .:notor vehicle upon any pub
lic streer or highway for the cc .. rry
ing of passengers for hire and in 
such ma:lner as to afford a means of 
transpor'ation similar to that of
fered by street railwaYs, and com
monly klOwn as jitneys." 
~ov{, gentlemen, there might be 

some on I argument in favor of this 
bill; ·thel'e probably is in relation to 
jitneys v,hich are operating parallel
ling <"Itre'~t railways, as well as those 
having regularly designated loca
tions where they operate. But, for 
some ref son, there has been a new 
draft of this bill, and the new draft 
is Senate Document 256; and r wan, 
to read yOU Section 1 of this draft. 

"The Public Utilities Commission 
shall, upon written complaint made 
against a ny person, firm or corpora
tion operating any motor vehicle upon 
any public street or way for the car
riage of passengers or freight or both. 
for hire, by ten persons, firms, cor
porations or associations aggrieved 
thereby, after reasonable notice and 
hearing determine and fix the terms 
and conditions and make all rules 
and regulations under which said mo
tor vehic es may be so operated." 

It further provides that all motor 
vehicles i;O licensed by the Public 
Utilities Commission must file a bond 
of $2500. Now this bill in the form 
we have got it here today provides, in 
a word, that every public automobile 
~-all you' public automobiles in the 
city of Augusta, everyone of them
must come under the Public Utilities 
Commission and file a bond of $2500. 
This means those who are taking peo
ple tQ and from the State House, the 
Augusta Hospital to their homes, not 
operating on any fixed line whatever. 
Every taxicab and every public auto
mobile in this State that is used for 
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either freight or passengers must 
come under the Public Utilities Com
mission. It is the most ridiculous 
proposition I have seen before the 
Legislature this winter, and I move 
its indefinite postponement. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
House voted to indefinitely postpone 
the bill. 

The Chair will now lay before the 
House, House Document No. 411, an 
Act to increase the salary of the Dep
uty Treasurer of State; and the Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Houl
ton, Mr. Barnes. 

Mr. BARNES: Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House accept the re
port. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
state that the House passed this bill 
to be engrossed as amended by a 
House amendment, and the Senate 
indefinitely postponed it. It comes 
back in that shape. 

Mr. BARNES: The matter having 
been practically settled by a report 
of the committee of conference, which 
mayor may not have been reported, 
but which is to be passed as I am in
formed, I move ',ve reconsider the last 
vote taken by the House. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
inquire what further motion the gen
tleman intends to make. 

Mr. BARNES: It is my purpose to 
move that the bill be passed. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Chair will 
state again the status of the bill. We 
have already passed it to be en
grossed as amended by a House 
amendment, and the Senate has in
definitely postponed it. Is it the 
pleasure of the House that we recon
sider the vote whereby we passed this 
bill to be engrossed? 

The motion prevailed. 
On motion by Mr. Barnes, a viva 

voce vote being taken, the bill was 
indefinitely postponed in concurrenc.e 
with the Senate. 

• The Chair lays before the House 
bill an Act to require a fee for reg
istration of milk dealers, House Doc- . 
ument No. 515 tabled by the gentle-

man from Paris, Mr. Forbes, pending 
first reading. 

Mr. FORBES of Paris: Mr. Speak
er, I was not present at the hearing 
before the committee on this bill, and 
I did not know that the bill was pend
ing until a few days ago. If I failed 
to know that, I think it fair to assume 
that a good many milk dealers in the 
State did not know it. Since it was 
reported I have had talks with a 
number of those interested in its pas
sage. I have been told that the milk 
dealers will be benefited by this bill 
and that they are in favor of it. 
Gentlemen, if I felt satisfied that that 
fact had been established, it might 
remove the objections that I had to 
the bill itself, or, at least, it might 
cause me to vote in favor of it. I do 
not think it is exactly fair for us to 
assume that a bill which came in just 
before the bars were put up, and 
about which there was so little public 
agitation,-I do not think it fair to 
assume that the four t'lousand milk 
dealers of this State have had a fair 
chance to become acquainted with 
its provisions.' Even if the milk deal
ers generally approved this bill, or if 
the majority of them approved it, it 
would not remove the essential ob
jection that I have to it. To insure 
the purity and cleanliness of milk ar:d 
its product, a universally used food, 
the Commissioner of Agriculture is 
given full authority to Inspect all 
places where milk is produced, han
dled or dispensed. That Is the prop
er exercise of the police duty of the 
State. To facilitate that work of in
spection, all milk dealers delivering 
milk from any depot or store are re
quested to register with the Com
missioner of Agriculture. As the law 
stands now this is without fee. This 
act proposes to lay upon them a fee 
of one dollar for registration for ev
ery depot or store. In my section of 
the State a large part of those who 
would be affected are farmers who 
get up in the morning three or four 
hours before we assemble here for 
what we call the sunrise session, 
drive to the village and there deliver 
the milk which they had produced 
themselves to their own customers. I 
cannot agree with the principle of 
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laying a tax of even a dollar a year 
upon a Maine farmer for selling his 
own product to a consumer. It is 
only a dollar a year-a small amount; 
and I come back to that same objec
tion that I cannot believe in charging 
the farmer for the legitimate business 
of selling his own product, produced 
in Maine to the citizens of Maine. Mr. 
Speaker, I move the indefinite post
ponement of the biII. 

Mr. GRINNELL of Exeter: Mr. 
Speaker, I wiII say the purpose of 
this bill is peculiar. People years 
ago used to look at the top of the 
botUe to see what was there. Now 
they look at the bottom of the bottle 
to see what is there and that is the 
end we want to protect, and insure 
pure milk for the people. The deal
ers are in favor of this bill for the 
reason that they are protected by it. 
lt eliminates the dealer who puts in 
the water and it makes for good milk 
production. I hope the motion of 
the gentleman will not prevail. 

]\fl'. nICKER of Poland: Mr. 
Speaker and gentlemen of the 
House: Maine is an agricultural 
State. Nine-tenths of the farmers of 
the State are having hard work to 
make both ends meet. There was 
a time a few years ago when a farm
er could make a good living even 
if he was a small farmer; but to
day he cannot do it. If a man on a 
farm has any money so that he can 
pay his bills when he buys his phos
phate and seed and get the discount, 
it helps him out just so much. Now 
here is a bill that was put in the 
box just about the last day, and I 
think the Agl'icultural department 
had their minds all made up when 
the Legislature first met, and I can
not see why a bill like this is pre
sented at this late day, when by 
presenting it earlier there would 
have been a chance to advertise it 
and for people all over the State 
to become acquainted with it. This 
calls for one dollar for registration 
of all milk dealers who have a de
pot, vehicle, or place from which 
the milk is taken. A 'dollar is not 
very much to a lot of us; but you 
take the ordinary farmer ~llld a dol-

lar comes harder to him than a five
dollar 'Jill does to us. They have 
not the money to come down here 
and oppose a bill like this; but they 
already are protected because they 
have inspection. Last year I think 
there were between four and five 
thousan d registered here in the Ag
ricultunJ department, but the Agri
cultural department wants to give 
them more inspection. I think that 
was brought out at the meeting. Now 
if that was the case why did they 
not ask for a larger appropriation? 
I do nnt believe that it should all 
come ant of the farmer. The farm
ers tOdHY are becoming discouraged, 
particularly those having the small 
farms, and they are going to the 
cities where they can earn three, 
four or five dollars a day, work their 
nine heurs, and they are done un
til the next day. 'Vhat does a man 
have to do on a farm? He has to 
get up early in the morning, work 
until he goes to bed at night, not 
only he but his wife has to work
and hard work with long hours; and 
when he gets a dollar he earns it 
more than any man who works in 
a factory in a city, I believe, or in 
a shipy:ud. All he owns is what is 
invested in that farm, and continu
ally, year in and year out, he has 
to keep at it in order to make any 
money and make both ends meet. 
If they want more inspection, I be
lieve that the department should 
have as'ced for more money to carry 
it out; Hnd if the people of the State 
of Maine are demanding it, they 
should all pay their proportional 
part, and not the farmer. I hope 
that tlw gentleman's motion to in
(lefinitely postpone the bill will pre
vail. 

MI'. S'rORM of Westmanland Plan
tation: Mr. Speaker, I introduced 
this bill. There were plenty of funds 
availabh for the Department of Ag
ricultur'~ for this work, but I think 
11I0St of you gentlemen of the House 
know about how easy it is to get 
appropriations for various purposes 
this year. They have cut the appro
priation~ in every conceivable way 
and in every branch. We have heard 
in the House here that we have 
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plenty of law and ample protection 
for the milk dealers and for the 
public in general. We haye law 
enough, but we do not ha,'e the 
means to enforce it. We have a man 
down here in Augusta who has this 
under his supervision, and it is just 
about enough to keep one man on 
the job. The people around here get 
50me little protection because they 
live handy and a man here can go 
out and sample their milk, and test 
it and report on it; so that around 
here you get a little protection. But 
the farther north you go-I am go
ing to say north of Bangor-if a 
milk dealer there is found with im
pure milk, he is fined and he does 
not have any means of proving his 
innocence because he has bought it 
from eight or ten different sources; 
and when he communicates with the 
Department of Agriculture about it, 
they have no funds or no men to 
send to investigate it. Therefore, we 
put in this bill to provide more 
funds for this work; and if at an
other session of the Legislature they 
should see fit to appropriate more 
money for thi;; work, I would certain
ly be in favor of it. But now I wish 
to have this passed for the reason 
that I think those of us who live 
far away fro1)'1 the great centers, are 
entitled to the protection that you 
get here, and which we cannot get 
where there is no money with which 
to carryon the work. What is the 
use of passing laws for inspection 
and protection if there are no funds 
to bring it about? I wish that this 
bill might have a passage. 

Mr. RICKER of Poland: Mr. 
Speaker, I think when this bill 
came before the committee of agri
culture, they asked for an appropria
tion of more money to carry out this 
inspection, and the Agricultural de
partment failed to put that in their 
appropriation so that they would 
have more funds. A man who is 
going to be in the milk business 
and trying to stay in, in order to 
protect himself, has got to keep his 
cans and bottles clean, because I do 
not believe there is anyone who will 
buy dirty milk from any farmer 
more than once. You have got to 

keep your place of business clean 
or the people will not come to you 
and you lose a customer; and I be
lieve if they had tried to get more 
money they would have gotten it. I 
do not think it ought to come out of 
the farmer. 

Mr. BRAGDON of Perham: Mr. 
Speaker, I think that we all of us 
11ere understand that if we are ever 
to get home in time for our summer 
work, we have got to keep the vials 
of our eloquence cocked up a little 
better than we have been doing in 
the past. I only wish to say in re
gard to this that I am opposed to the 
extension of this license system, and 
I hope the motion of the gentleman 
from Paris (Mr. Forbes) will pre
yail. 

Mr. LANPHER of Sebec: Mr. 
Speaker, we ought not to get this 
matter confused. EYerything like this 
that comes up here, somebody makes 
an appeal for the farmer and tries 
to show in some way that the farmer 
is going to be injured by the passage 
of the bill. Now in the first place I. 
want to call your attention to the 
fact that a majority of the dealers 
in milk are not farmers. They make 
u business of dealing in milk--the 
majority of them. They either have 
their own herds and manufacture 
their own milk, and that is about all 
the", do in farming-dairYing-or they 
buy their milk from producers and 
peddle it from house to house. In 
doing that they are not farmers. 

Now when this State inspection of 
mill, was started in 1909, there was 
an appropriation of four thousand 
dollars a year paid for carrying on 
that work. At first its use was more 
or less doubtful, but later it has en
tirely justificd its service, and I haxe 
heard no one on the floor (,f this 
House, and shall hear no one, get up 
and say that State inspection of mill, 
and tests of milk are not good things, 
both from the standpoint of the con
sumer and from the standpoint of 
the dealer who gets tho protection. 
Now during the years since 1909 this 
milk business has almost doubled. /\ t 
that time there were ahont 2000 of 
dealers; now there are about 4000; SO 

that with that appropriation, it is 
imp~ssible to carryon the work of 
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individual inspection and milk test
ing adequately. It has already been 
mentioned how hard it is to get an 
increased appropriation where there 
is such an endeavor to keep our ex
penses and tax rate down. It was 
conceived that the dealers them
selves, who are getting a great 
amount of protection and who are 
very anxious to have these tests 
made regularly so that their milk 
may be kept up to the standard, 
would be perfectly willing to pay a 
license fee of one dollar a year for 
that purpose. One dollar a year for 

- such protection when they are sell
ing the milk at twelve and faurteen 
cents a quart, only means that they 
have to sell seven or eight quarts to 
get back their dollar. The mj.Jk deal
ers themselves are not the ones who 
are opposing this bill. It is the peo
ple who are not in the milk business; 
for instance, hotel men and others 
who are trying to protect the poor 
farmers and the poor Inilk dealers 
from something they do not want to 
be protected from. In the last few 
days I have heard, directly or indi
rectly, from all the milk dealers in 
my district that I represent, asking 
me to vote for and to work for the 
passage of this bill, because they per
ceive that they will get the protec
tion. This bill simply states that 
this license fee money shall be used 
for carrying out the provisions of the 
milk inspection law of this State. 

It has been stated here that this 
matter was heard without being 
properly advertised. I have the word 
of the members of the committee 
that that bill was advertised and that 
there was quite a full hearing upon 
it, and every milk dealer who ap
peared before that hearing stated 
that he was in favor of it and would 
like to see it go through. 

As far as the small dealer is con
cerned, the man who has one or two 
C0WS, this matter does not hit him at 
all, for there is another bill, House 
Bill 117, which specifically states as 
amended that licenses shall not be 
required except of those "'ho are in 
the milk business as a husiness and 
who are carrying it on as a regular 
occupation and business. Therefore, 
I hope that this bill will go through 

and that the motion of the gentleman 
to indefinitely postpone will not pre
vail. This is something for the bene
fit of the State, something for the 
benefit of all the people who use 
milk, and something especially for 
the benefit of the milk dealers who 
will get their regular tests and can 
thereby keep their milk up to the 
standard; something that they desire 
and arE willing to pay for. I hope 
the bill will pass. 

Mr. PHILLIPS of Bar Harbor: Mr. 
Speaker, I want simply to make one 
scientific statement on this, and that 
is that the filthiest food that we put 
into our €'ystem is milk. Every pro
tection should be given the public 
that car be given. 

Mr. EEAK of Minot: Mr. Speak
er, I car not agree with one of the last 
speaker:;. I see no reason why the 
milk producers of the State of Maine 
should be assessed an additional tax 
of $4,000 to do a work that is for the 
benefit of all the citizens of Maine. 
I happe'led to be before the commit
tee on ~,griculture at the time of the 
hearing, and I happened to know that 
there were but two milk men ap
peared there; one was in favor and 
one opp,)sed. I happened to know that 
this bill was recommended by the 
departrr ent of agriculture and they 
admitted that they had neglected to 
attend to their duty and asked for the 
appropr"ation before the budget com
mittee. I hope the motion of the 
gentlem:1n from Paris (Mr. Forbes) 
will pre vail. 

Mr. F.LINT of Monson: Mr. Speak
er, we had lobsters yesterday, and 
milk today. I move the previom 
questio," . 

The SPEAKER: All those who are 
In favor of the previous question will 
rise. 

A spfticient number having arisen, 
the previous question was ordered. 

The SPEAKER: Shall the main 
question be put now? All those in 
favor wlll say aye. 

Thereupon the main question was 
ordered. 

The SPEAKER: The question is on 
the motion of the gentleman from 
Paris, Mr. Forbes, that the bill be In
definitely postponed. 
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A viva voce vote being doubted, 
A division of the House was had. 
Eighty-seven having voted in the 

affirmative, and 33 having voted in 
the negative, the motion to indefinite
ly postpone prevailed. 

On motion by Mr. Clason of Lisbon, 
unanimous consent was given to take 
up out of order House Document No. 
400, An Act to provide for the regis
tration of resident hunters. 

The SPEAKER: When the matter 
was tabled, the motion of the gentle
man from Bangor, Mr. Reed, was 
pending, that when the vote be taken, 
it be taI<en by yeas and nays. As 
many as are in favor of taking the 
vote by yeas and nays, will rise. 

A sufficient number having arise;, 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The SPEAKER: This Is an act to 
provide for the registration of resi
dent hunters. This bill having had its 
two several readings in the Senate 
and having been passed to be en
grossed; having had its three several 
readings in the House and having 
been passed to be engrossed, and 
having been reported by the commit
tee on engrossed bills as truly and 
strictly engrossed, is it now the 
pleasure of the House that It be 
passed to be enacted? On this th9 
yeas and nays have been ordered. 
All those in favor of its passage to 
be enacted will say yes when their 
names are called; all those opposed 
will say no. The clerk will call the 
roll. 

YEA-Adams, Alden, Allen of San
ford, Arthur, Austin of South Berwick, 
Barnes, Baxter, Berry, Bowie, Brack
ett, Bradford, Brann. Brewster, Brown, 
Burns of Madison, Buzzell, Carey, Carl_ 
ton, Chamberlin of Lebanon, Chamber
lain of Winslow, Chaplin, Chellis, Cla
son, Clifford, Cochrane, Colcord, Cole, 
Conary, Cowan, Crabtree, Daigle, Dain, 
Davis of Freeport, Dolloff, Eaton. Fa
gan, Flint, Forbes, Furbi"h, Garcelon. 
Gray, Granville, Greeley, Hanson. 
Hinckley, Houghton, Hussey, Jillson, 
Jordan of Cape Elizabeth, Jordan of 
New Gloucester, Langelier, Lanpher, 
Leonard, Love, Macomber, Maher, Marr, 
Mason, Mathews, McLeary, Miller, 
Mitchell, Murray, Nelson, O'Connell, 
Overlock, Phillips, Plummer, Ricke"(", 
Roberts, Rowe, Sanborn, Savage, Si
mons, Stacey, Stanley, Sweatt, Swift, 
Thomas of Harpswell, Tilden, Varney 
of Windham, Warren, Williams of Au
burn, Williams of Wells, Wilson of 
Presque 1s1e-85. 

NAY-Allan of Portland, Audibert 
Austin of Milford, Bean, Bragdon: 
Burns of Eagle Lake, Case, Cates Cor
'liss, Coulombe, Cunningham Doyle 
Dunn, Dunning, Farnsworth Foss' 
Fowles, Fuller, Gilmour, Grinneh, Ham~ 
mond, Hatch, Holley, Jones, Lausier 
Leathers, Millett, Morin Mulligan' 
Murch, Murchie, O'Leary 'Orff Owen' 
PlOLttee, Perkins of Orono, 'Porte~, Reed; 
RIdlon, Rounds, Rowel!, Sawyer Small 
Smith, Storm, V~,rney of Jo~esboro' 
Washburn, 'Weatherbee, Wilson of Port~ 
land, Wyman-50, 

AI:!SENT-Anderson, Casey, Crane, 
DaVIS of Old Town, Dutton Hisler 
Mace, Peabody, Perkins of Boothbay 
Har.bor, Pike, Putnam, Ring, Stevens, 
SullIvan, Thomas of South Portland-15. 

The SPEAKER: Eigllty-five hav
ing voted in tile affirmative, and fifty 
in tile negative, tile bill was passed 
to be enacted. 

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure 
of the House at this time to give 
unanimou~ consent to taking up one 
emergency matter and one constitu
tional amendment? It requires a 
two-thirds vote, Resolve for laying 
the county taxes for the year 1919, 
and Resolve, amending Article IX of 
the Constitution, as amended by Ar
ticle XXXV of the Constitution, in
creasing the amount of bonds to be 
issued for the purpose of building and 
maintaining of state highways and 
providing for the building and main
taining of intrastate, inter€'tate and 
international bridges, These re
solves having had their two several 
readings in the Senate, and having 
been passed to be engrossed; havlJl~ 
had their two several readings in the 
House, and having been passed to be 
engroS€'ed; and having been reporteil 
by the committee on engrossed bills 
as truly and strictly engrossed, is it 
the pleasure of the House that 'e
solve for laying the county taxes for 
the year 1919 be finally passed? All 
those in favor that the resolve be 
finally pa .. spd will rise and stand 
until counted. 

A division being had, 
One hundred and twenty-five vot

ing in favor and none against, the 
resolve was finally passed. 

The SPEAKER: Resolve, amend
ing Article IX of the Constitution, as 
amended by Article XXXV of the 
Constitution, increasing the amount of 
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bonds to be issued for the purpose of 
building and maintaining of state 
highways and providing for the build
ing and maintaining of intra;;-tate, in
terstate and international bridges. 
All those in favor of the final passage 
of this resolve will rise and stand 
until counted. 

A division being had, 
One hundred and eighteen voted in 

favor, and none against, the resolve 
wa,; finally passed. 

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houl
ton, unanimous con;;-ent was given, 
and that gentleman introduced out of 
order, unde.r suspension of the rules, 
bill, An Act to extend the time within 
which the provisions of Chapter IS6 
of the Private and Special Laws cf 
1915, as amended by Chapter 167 of 
the Private and SpeCial Laws of 
1917, providing for the reorganization 
or consolidation of the railrcad com
panies constituting the Boston and 
Maine railroad system, may be exer
cised. 

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr. 
Spe[lker, all member~ of the House 
know that the Boston and Maine rail
road, which is a public service cor
poration, serving Maine and three 
other New England states, is in the 
process of readjustment under the 
law. Congress adjourned without 
making the appropriation for this 
and Rimilal' cases which it was a·S'
sumed congress would make, and be
fore the readjustment can be affect
ed, and the new mortgages written, 
which is to be. as I remember it, 
about. the first day, if not the first 
day, of July, should congress not 
a&S'€mble a nd make these provisions 
then it is deemed necessary that our 
state. with the other states, shOUld 
continue the enabling act which we 
passed in 1915 and continued by 
Chapter 167 of Private and Special 
Laws of 1917. Should Congress as
semble and act. making provision 
for this and railroad·S' in similar con
dition prior to the first day of July, 
it would not be necessary for Maine 
to take thifl action. The bill has a 
long title which I will not read. It 
merely pr(lvides that the prescribed 
time within which any action may 
be taken by the Boston and Maine 

railroad, under Section 4 of Chapter 
186, of the Private and Special Laws 
of 1915, and the time prescribed for 
the exel'~ise by it of special powors 
under Soction 8 of said act, and the 
time within which a new corporation 
may be organized under Section 9 
and sub:;equent ,s'Cctions of said act, 
all as extended by Chapter 167 of the 
Private and Special Laws of 1917, 
are hereby further extended respec
tively 10 July 1st, 1921. 

On further motion by Mr. Barnes, 
linder a suspension of the rUles, th& 
bill recei ~ed its three several readings 
and was passed to be engrossed. 

The Ch lir lays before the HOuse Ma
jority rerort, ought not to pass, minor
ity repor,;, ought to pass, new draft, of 
committe" on State lands and forest 
preservation on bill, An Act for th<3 
preservation, perpetuation and increas& 
of the forests of the State of Maine, 
House Document No. 514, tabled by the 
gentleman from Parsonsfield, Mr. Gran
ville, pen ding acceptance of either re
port. 

Mr. GRANVILLE of Parsonsfield: MI'. 
Speaker, I move you that the majority 
report be accepted, and that a commit
tee of five be appointed to consist of 
the fores ~ commissioner and four other 
members appointed by him. to investi
gate the subject matter and report to 
the next Legislature by bill Or other
wise. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair would 
state tha: there are two reports before 
the HOUile for action. one of which 
must be accepted. and is of the opinion 
that the motion to have a committee 
appointed would not be In order until 
some definite a ction has been taken on 
the repOlt, and that It would have to 
be by .ioitlt order of the Legislature. 

On motion by Mr. Granville of Par
sonsfield. a Ylva voce vote being taken, 
the majol'ity report, ought to pass, was 
accepted. 

On mot ion by Mr. Barnes of Houlton 
It was voted to take from the table 
Report of committee on salaries and, 
fees. 'oug'ht not to pass, on bill, An 
Act to In ~rease the salary of the depu. 
ty bank commissioner and one examln-" 
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er, tabled pending acceptance; and on 
fUlther motion by the same gentleman, 
a 'viva voce vote being taken, the re
port, ought not, to pass, was accepted. 

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houlton 
it was voted to take from the table 
Report of committee on legal affairs, 
ought not to pass, on bill, An Act pro
hibiting untrue, deceptive, misleading 
asser~ions, representations or statements 
in advertisements, HOUse Document No. 
316, tabled pending acceptance; and on 
further motion by the same gentleman, 
a viva voce vote being taken, the re
port, ought not to pass, was accepted. 

The Chair lays before the House Re
port of committee on salaries and fees, 
ought not to pass, on bill, An Act re
lating to salaries of sheriffs, tabled by 
the gentleman from Houlton, Mr. 
Barnes, pending acceptance. 

Mr. BARXES of Houlton: Mr. Speak
er, my recollection is that there was 
some uncertainty or misunderstanding 
in the delegation from the county of 
Curnberland relative to this blll. ' 

Mr. ALLAN of Portland: Mr. Speak
er, I have an amendment I would like 
to offer. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will state 
that the report of the committee Is 
ought not to pass, and the pending 
question is the acceptance of the re_ 
port, 

Mr. BARNES: Mr, Speaker, I think 
that delegation is still mixed. I move 
the acceptance of the report. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the re
port, ought not to pass, was accepted. 

Mr. BERRY of Waterville: Mr. Speak
er, I would like to inquire, through the 
Chair, if it would be in order to move 
for reconsideration of the vote whereby 
we gave women the chance to vote for 
presidential electors? 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
be obliged to rule that the papers not 
being before the House, the motion 
will not be in order. 

Mr. BERRY of Waterville: Mr. 
Speaker, the gentleman from Water
ville feels that he will be obliged to 
appeal from the decision of the Chair, 
and ask unanimous consent of this 

House to address them at this time, 
if there be no objection. 

The SPEAKER: There is none. 
]\[1'. BERRY: Gentlemen of the 

House, we are fast approaching the 
closing hours of the 79th Legislature, 
and soon we will dissolve and go to 
our homes to take up our respective 
vocations. I recall the night before 
this session ::Lssembled how most of 
us assembled in the Augusta House, 
many of you strangers; how you 
viewed the other fellow with suspi
cion and doubt. You wondered of 
what political party he was and how 
he would fit in. You wondered who 
he was and what he was. I was 
rather amused, as I stood in the Au
gusta House that evening, when one 
new membel' approached me and 
asked this question: "Who is that 
portly, large gentleman with the red 
face standing over there by the 
door?" And said, "No one seems to 
speak to him, and he seems to have 
no friends." I, having served one 
term before in this honorable body, 
replied, "Why, that is Mr. Rounds of 
Portland: I supposed everyone 
knew him." Again I was approached 
and a gentleman wanted to know who 
that gentleman was that persisted in 
hanging near the cigarette case. I 
was at a loss. I made some inquiry 
and I found that it was the gentle
man from Minot. Again we assem
bled in this hall the next morning for 
organization. We wondered at that 
time who our seat mates were to be. 
We drew our numbers and we soon 
found out. I was fortunate in draw
ing 23-"skidoo"-and it has been 
"skidoo" all the way through. We 
started the deliberations in this body 
and the hours lengthened into days, 
the days into weeks and the weeks 
into months. We have been fed on 
lobsters and near beer. We have 
smoked our cigarettes. We have 
formed associations, we have formed 
friendships-friendships that will last 
through the years that are to come. 
Through this all there has been one 
figure that has loomed up, conspicu
ous to us all. It was my proud hon
or and distinction to conduct to the 
Chair of this House a gentleman well 
known to the older members, new to 



LEGISLATIVE HECORD-HOCSE, APmL 2, 1919 1127 

many of the new members. How 
well he has proven his worth I will 
leave to you. No words of eulogy of 
mine as to his courteous treatment 
would avail. You all know well in 
what esteem you hold him. Now, 
Mr. Speaker, in behalf of the mem
bers of this House, I desire to present 
to yoU some token of their esteem 
and friendship for your many deeds 
of kindness and for your courteous 
presiding that has characterized ev
ery procedure of this House-not for 
its intrinsic value, although gold of 
the finest alloy. As you look upon its 
face and the minutes lengthen into 
~ours and the hours into days, may 
It ever remind you of the love and 
esteem that this House bears for you, 
as you go down life's broad stair
way. (Prolonged applause; the 
members rising and cheering.) 

(Mr. Berry then presented the 
Speaker with a gold watch.) 

The SPEAKER: Fellow repre-
sentatives: It is impossible for me 
to fittingly or adequately express my 
appreciation of this splendid gift. It 
is equally impossible for me to tell 
you how my heart has been touched 
by this expression of your confidence 
and your good will. I am sure of one 
thing, that there never was a finer 
body of men, a more conscientious 
and more intelligent body, making up 
a House of Representatives in the 
State of Maine than the members of 
the House of the 79th Legislature; 
and whatever success has attended 
the work of the session has been due 
to you more than to your Speaker. I 
want to thank you from my heart 
for your constant co-operation with 
me and your courtesy to me. If I 
have been able in any way, even so 
small, to help you, I can assure you 
that it has afforded me the keenest 
of pleasure to do it. 

I want to thank this veteran mes
senger and his corps of assistants, 
our Clerk and the assistant, and 
those who work in his office, for their 
constant attention to the business of 
this Legislature. I want to say to 
you that any Legislature that has 
the good fortune to keep as its clerk 
the young man who has come in here, 
a new man, and who has made good, 

will be indeed fortunate. (Applause.) 
Above all things, I want to express 

my personal apPI'eciation, and I know 
I voice Jour sentiments when I say 
it, of the tremendous amount of work 
and the great help that has been giv
en to this House by our floor leader 
my good blother Barnes. (Prolonged 
applause; the members rising.) 

I know, fellow representatives, 
that it ;'1 a matter of keenest pleas
m'e to us all to realize the friendly 
relations and the cooperation we 
hane ha,l with the upper bran<.:h at 
the othel' end of the conidoI'. Person
ally, I w.lnt to say how pleasant my 
relations have been with their pre
siding olficer, one of the finest fel
lows in t'1e world. (Applause.) 

"'ow men cannot associate together 
as closel,' as we all have during the 
months 0' this session without forming 
pleasant acquaintances and friendships 
that will last as long as we live. Life, 
at its beilt, does not consist of wealth 
or power or position. 'I.'hose things in 
themselvE s never satisfy the heart of 
man; but the voice of a friend, the 
clasp of his hand, and the conscious_ 
ness that real friendship is something 
that wealth, power Or position can 
neither give nor take away, brings to 
the heart of us all a solace, an uplift, 
and a strength in time of need.' I be
lieve that the friendships we form here 
will go with us as a sustaining power 
When we come to the valley of the 
shadow, a nd I believe that they will be 
able to pierce some of the gloom and 
make the passing easier. I believe we 
will take :hem with us into the Beyond, 
where pnrhaps they may be trans
formed into that after whose likeness 
they were fashioned, the love of God. 

This w~.tch, while the hand and the 
dial mark the decreasing limit of days, 
will but E erve to increase and to sanc
tify the affection and the love that I 
feel for everyone of you. (Prolonged 
applause; the members rising,) 

Mr. AL:LEN of Sanford: Let us all 
rise and g'ive three cheers for Speaker 
Farringto''l. (The members arose and 
gave three cheers.) 

Mr. PH [LLIPS of Bar Harbor: Mr. 
Speaker,J arise to the question of per
sonal pr!> liege. 



1128 LEGISLATlYE nEconD~HOLSE, APRIL 2, 1919 

The SPEAKER: Will the gentleman 
state his personal privilege? 

Mr. PHILLIPS: I have written a lit
tle poem which I will read: 

SQUARE AND ROUND. 
There's a man in among us that can 

never be square 
No matter how hard he tries; 

But so far as I know no man ever Jived 
Who accused him of stealing Or Jies. 

He's ready for fight at the drop of the 
hat, 

He's ready at once for more rounds, 
But whatever he does or whatever he 

says, 
We all of us love to hear Rounds. 

His weapons of war are big and are 
square 

But have in them the roar of a hound; 
But whatever he does and whatever he 

says 
We all of us love to hear Rounds. 

But I think we shall find when the 
books are all signed 

That the watchdog that's been hang
ing around 

Has saved us a lot of questionable rot, 
This man that is square and is Round. 

He will take sides with right with all 
his might, 

As sure as the sun on its rounds; 
But whatever he says and whatever he 

does 
We all of us love to hear Rounds. 

When sometime in the future therc 
steals to our door 

That taker of life on his rounds, 
How glad we shall be wherever we go 

To hear that big voice of old Rounds. 

He'll growl for us all, he'll fight to the 
line, 

He never will yield them a pound; 
Too cold or too hot, whichever it is, 

You will hear the big voice of our 
Rounds. 

Whichever the gate we shall enter at 
last, 

Be it hot as the scorching of old, 
Or the place where the music of angels 

appear, 
To open the way to the fold, how glall 

we shall be 
To hear the deep roar of our watchdog 

-our sterling old hound-
That splendid old big-hearted Rounds; 

For whatever he does or whatever he 
says, 

We all of us love to hear Rounds. 

We have measured our man with a 
yardstick that's sound, 

We have hUnted the wool just as 
square, 

And when we had finished with Honest. 
Old Rounds 

The yard and the wool were all there. 

And still it is true, between me and you, 
No matter how queerly it sounds, 

That whatever he does and whatever 
he say 

We all of us love to hear Rounds. 

(Prolonged applause; the members ris
ing and cheering.) 

The Chair lays before the House, 
majority report, ought not to pass, 
minority report, ought to pass, of 
committee on sea and shore fisheries 
on bill, An Act relating to maximum 
and minimum length of, lobsters, 
House Document No. 421 tabled by 
the gentleman from Wells, Mr. Wil
liams, pending acceptance of either 
report. 

Mr. \VILLIAMS of Wells: Mr. 
Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Kittery, Mr. Mitchell. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Kittery: Mr. 
Speaker and gentlemen of the House: 
By a unique procedure, to say the 
least, of the committee on sea and 
shore fisheries, friends of the nine 
inch lobste" of whiCh we had a dem
onstration yesterday, are unable to 
c.ome before you in a straight bill. 
It was undertsood that the committee 
on sea and shore fisheries decided that 
no other bill could be considered ex
cept the one before them, which is 
known as a double-gauge law. This 
comes I before you on a minority re
port. It is understood that the ma
jority of the committee were in favor 
of the nine-inch law, and did not 
sign this report; so that the friends 
of the nine inch law are under the ne
cessity of making a motion to have 
the report of the committee accepted 
and the bill brought before yoU so 
that we can offer several amendments. 
With that in view, I move that the 
minority report of the committee be 
accepted. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
minority report, ought to pass, was 
accepted. 

Mr. MITCHELL of Kittery: Mr. 
Speaker. I present there amendments 
A, Band C, and move their adoption: 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
state that in order to get at the word
ing of the bill the rules will have to 
be suspended, as it would automatlc
Iy lie upon the table for printing. 

On motion by Mr. Mitchell of Kit-
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tery, the rules were suspended, and 
the bill given its first reading. 

The SPEAKER: Pending second 
reading, the same gentleman presents 
House Amendment A to House Docu
ment No, 421, which is as follows: 

Section 1 of House Document No. 
421 is hereby amended, by striking 
out after the word "length" in the 
third line the following words "or 
more than 4 3-4 inches in length," 
and by striking out the words "or 
longer" in the 8th line, so that said 
section as amended shall read as fol
lows: 

Section 1. No person shaH buy or 
sell, give away or expose for sale or 
possess for any purpose any lobster 
less than 3 1-8 inches in length alive 
or dead, cooked or uncooked, measured 
in manner as follows: Taking the 
length of thJl back of the lobster 
measured from eye socket to the 
nearest point of the rear end of the 
body shelL Any lobster shorter than 
the prescribed length when caught 
shall be immediately liberated alive 
at the risk and cost of the person tak
ing it under a penalty of $5 for each 
lobster so caught, bought, sold, giv
en away, or exposed for sale, or In 
possession. The possession of muti
lated lobsters, cooked or uncooked 
shall be prima facie evidence. that 
they are not of the reqUIred length. 
All lobsters or parts of lobsters sold 
for use in this state or for export 
therefrom must be sold and deliv
ered in the shell, under a penalty of 
$20 for each offense; and whoever 
ships, transports, carries, buys, gives 
away, sells or exposes for sale lob
ster meat after the same shall have 
been taken from the shell shall be 
liable to a penalty of $1 for each 
pound of meat so shipped, transport
ed, carried, bought, given away, sold, 
or exposed for sale. Any person or 
corporation in the business of a 
common carrier or merchandles, who 
shall knowingly carry or transport 
from place to place lobster meat aft
er the same shall have been taken 
from the shell shall be liable to a 
penalty of $50 upon conviction there
of. All lobster meat so illegally shipped, 
transported, carried, bought, given 
away, sold, or exposed for sale shall 
be liable to seizure and may be con-

fiscated. Nothing contained herein 
shall be held to prohibit the sale of 
lobsters that have been legally 
canned. 

A vivlL voce vote being taken, 
Amendment A was adopted. 

The SPEAKER: The same gentle
man pres"nts House Amendment B to 
House D)cument No. 421, as fol
lows: 

"Sectio11 2 of House Document No. 
421 is her.~by amended by striking out 
after the word 'inches' in the second 
line the following words: 'or more 
than foul' and three-quarters inches 
in lengtl:', so that said section as 
amended shaII read a"" follows: 

'SectioIl 2. No llerson shall can 
lob~ters : ess than three and one
eighths inches, alive or dead, meas
ured in Lccordance with Section 35; 
and for every lobster canned con
trary to t lle provisions of this section, 
every person. firm. a~ciation '}r 
corporation so canning shall be liable 
to a penalty of five dollars for every 
lobster so canned, and a further pen
alty of three hundred dollars for 
every Llaj' on which such unlawful 
canning i,3 carried on'.u 

A viva voce vote being taken, 
AmendmEnt B was adollted. 

The 8PE:AKER: The same gentle
man pre>ents House Amendment C 
to House Document No. 421. as fol
low",,: 

"The ti:1e of House Document No. 
421, is hE,reby amended by striking 
out the following words after the 
word 'Lo')sters'. 'and establishing a 
maximum and minimum length', HO 

that said title as amended shall read 
as follow>: 

'An Act to amend Sections 35 and 
38 of Chapter 45 of the Revised Stat
utes determining the meawrement Jf 
lobsters'." 

On motion by Mr. Mitchell of Kit
tery, the matter was temporarily 
tabled. 

The Chair lays before the House, 
majority report, ought not to pass. 
minority report, ought to pass, of 
committeE on sea and shore fisheries 
on bill, An Act to establish the legal 
length of 10bstel"!;1 In York county, 
House Nc. 73, tabled by the gentlo-
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man from Wells, Mr. Williams, pend
ing acceptance of either report. 

On motion by Mr. Williams of 
Wells, the matter was re-tabled. 

The Chair lays before the House. 
majority report referring bill to next 
legislature with accompanying order, 
minority report ought to pass, of 
committee on education on bm, An 
Act to provide for distribution of 
state school funds available for the 
support of common schools, New 
Draft, House No. 529, tabled by the 
gentleman from Peny, Mr. \\-ashburn, 
pending acceptance of either repOl t. 

Mr. WASHBURN of Perry: Mr. 
Speaker, I wish to move the accept
ance of the minority report, and I 
would say to the House that this 
act provides for a change in the 
method of distributing the state 
school funds. It has been presen~uu 
in the hope of relieving somewhat 
the excessive educational burden"!' ).11 

some localities and vroviding fur 
more equal opportunities for eduea
tion among all the children in the 
state. The fact that this matter is 
recurrent ann that it comes back to 
us for a considerahle amount of at
tention each Legislature. is sufficient 
evidence that the present system of 
di"!'tribution is not entirely satisfac
tory. This system is well known to 
all of you It consists briefly of a. 
three mill tax upon all the property 
of the state. which is distributed two 
lllills according to the school census 
and one mill according to valuation 
paid. Both these methods are open to 
criticism. The cen-sous method is not 
entirely satisfactory, because it pro
vides no educational incentive, a 
certain nmount of money being guar
anteed to every town an(l city l.y 
reason of so many names UVon the 
census list. The fact that those 
f;cholars are not in school becomes of 
no im»ort[mce. Every town and 
every city is "!'timulated to get Just 
as many names upon the census roll 
as possible,' and there the stimula
tion ends. But from an educational 
point of Yiew, the valuation ,..ystem 
is E'ven mr.re objectionable. It is the 
actual number of scholars being ed
uCflted in the SChool"!' rather than the 
wealth and possessions of their par-

c-ntf; that ought to be made the foun
dation of any state wide plan for dis
triJ::ution. There can be no justifi
cation for any system that gives to 
one municipality more money than it 
can profitahly expend, while the pe')
pIe of D near-by town are compelled 
to burden thE'msel'ves almost beyond 
endurance in order to vrovide the 
most primitive educational facilitie!;>. 

Under our present system or com
bination of systems. certain inequali
ties have arisen which we are en
deavoring to improve. In Lewiston, 
for example, every child has an edu
cational value of $25.65; while in 
nearby Leeds this value is reduced 
to $8.18. Augusta draws for each 
child in the common schools $25.65; 
while nearby Hallowell must con
tent itself with $5.03; and these in
equalities E'xtend even ttl the small
est and most remote plantations. 
There are municipalities in the state 
that have absolutely no local rate of 
taxation for common schools, and yet 
it was acknowledged at the hearing 
uron this quesc10n that in one of 
tho"!'e municipalities there was an 
unE'xpe!l(led halance of school money 
amounting to over $25,000. Let ,is 
compare that situation with the sit

.uation in the town of Whiting, repre
sented by my colleague, Mr. Crane, 
whose citizens on Monday of last 
\yeek voted to assess th'Omselves for 
school purposes only at a rate of 15 
mill"!' on the dollar; and in some 
Aroostook county towns the situa
tion is 'Oven more serious. Believing 
that something could be done to im
prove this situation, certain agencies 
interested in the rural welfare ()f 
Maine and backed by the Maine 
State Grange, have introduced what 
is known as the aggregate attenft
ance hill. This measure provides 
that inst.ead of di"!'tributing school 
money according to the census an'd 
valuation, the entire amount shall 
be distrihutE'd among the towns 8.nd 
cities of thE' state according to 
the actual number of days attend
ance of all the scholars in the com
mon schools. Certain provisions are 
made in the bill for the erection' of 
buildings and for epidemics, and the 
minim urn of 150 days is specified for 
any school. Before going into the 
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discussion of the effects and merits 
of this act, I want to speak briefly 
of its history. As I look around the 
hall this morning and notice the 
friendly faces of those who are in
terested in this proposition, and the 
not unfriendly faces of those who, 
while they may not agree with me, 
are still willing that we should have 
a patient hearing, I cannot help 
contrasting my position with that of 
the first men who introduced this 
measure six years ago. My memory 
goes back to that session of 1913, 
when the aggregate attendance prop
osition made its first appearance. It 
was laughed at by the committee. It 
was refused even a discussion in the 
upper branch, and 40 men in the 
House of Representatives voted for 
it after having had it intimated to 
them that by so doing they would 
jeopardize the success of any meas
ure in which they were interested. 
Two years later, the bill was again 
presented, under the leadership of a 
certain gentleman from Oxford 
county who never knew what it was 
to show the white feather; never 
knew when he was beaten; and 63 
men in the House of Representatives 
voted with him. Two years ago, the 
measure passed the House and 
obtained a very respectable vote in 
the Senate. It has grown steadily 
in favor with its friends and in the 
respect of its enemies; and we are 
not entirely disappointed or discour
aged that the opponents of the meas
ure have thus far seen fit to dodge 
the issue and not to meet it square
ly. It is not my purpose to go at 
any length into a discussion of the 
figures involved in this question. 
They have been fully and accuratelY 
placed before you in Senate Docu
ment Ko. 167 which shows to every 
man exactly how his town and coun
ty are affected. Briefly there are 347 
towns and cities in the State that 
are benefited b,~ this legislation 
financiall,~, and 173 1 hat lose. But the 
significant point in regard to the 
figures is that in those 347 towns 
that gain, the local tax rate fol'
school purposes is practically 5 
mills; while in the towns that lose 
it is a trifie over 3 mills. That is 

to say, the towns benefited by this 
proposition are those which are al
ready taxing themselves 60 per cent. 
more than the towns that are los
ing. But we ought not to look at 
the matt'~r entirely from the point of 
view of loss or gain of a few dollars 
or cents, I believe this to be an 
educational measure. Consider the 
advantage, if towns could receive a 
direct, financial reward for their ef
forts to increase their attendance 
and to hcrease the length of their 
school y'~ar. There are four prin
cipal classes of municipalities that 
lose und~'r this act. First, the cities; 
then the summer resorts, and the 
wild land plantations, and finally all 
towns w:,ere there is a low stand
ard of education, and this class al
ways comes in for a great deal of 
attention in a discussion of this kind. 
A careful study of the figures and 
I'ecords will convince anyone that ab
solutely no small, poor town can 
lose und~r the provisions of this ag
gregate attendance measure, provid
ing their children are in school 
where tb ey ought to be. There is 
so much money to be distributed and 
a certain state-wide average would 
be established. The moment any 
town or city is above that average 
in attendance or length of school 
year, th2.t town or city will gain, 
and the moment it drops below, it 
will lose. I want to go further than 
this and say that instead of losing 
under tho provisions of this act, this 
class of t)wns are the very ones who 
gain mm:t, because it will supply 
them wilh the educational support 
and incentive which they evidently 
need. 

I want to consider one or two of 
the arguments that are usually pre
sented in opposition to this meas
ure. We have been told that this 
3 mill tax:, now distributed accord
ing to va' uation, and which we con
sider the most objectionable feature 
of the pJ::I~sent system, was never in
tended as a school fund; that it was 
some sort of a taxation measure de
signed to get at the wild lands of 
the State. That argument was pret
t~ thoroughly broken down in dis-
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cussion two years ago. The two 
years that have intervened have 
strengthened our position, and this 
one has now had ten years of ac
tive operation as one of the school 
resources of this State. It is also 
true that in that 10 years the cost 
of running the common schools has 
increased 50 per cent, and it is fair 
to assume had not that extra mill 
been granted at that time, it would 
have ere this been asked for. We 
are told also that the cities have 
other heavy burdens than those of 
education to carry. We shall hear 
of their taxes for high schools, for 
street improvement, for fire and po
lice protection. I know how the fel
low in the small town pays his 
school tax. He pays it in transpor
tation and board for his children in 
the nearby large town or city. 
Young boys and girls from 12 to 14 
never should be sent away from home 
at all. He pays his sidewalk tax 
when his children trudge through 
miles of mud to school. He pays his 
fire protection tax when he buys a 
policy at the present rates upon 
country property; and jf he wants 
police protection he gets it the best 
way he can. I want to say for the 
proponents of this measure that the 
proposition contemplated in the ma
jority report, to refer this matter to 
a commission to report to the next 
Legislature is entirely distasteful to 
us. It may serve its purpose; but it 
will never satisfy the people of rural 
Maine or the great organization 
which represents them. I cannot con
ceive of any such committee or com
mission arriving at any valuable, im
partial conclusion, unswayed by lo
cal interests or outside pressure. I 
apprehend that the agents of the 
large schools will be just as active 
around the deliberations of "that com
mission as they are abollt the halls 
of the State, and the same towns will 
have their usual feeble representa
tion. In 1912, we had just such a 
committee apPOinted to consider this 
matter. It was composed of men, hon
orable and well qualified. They con
sidered the question from all its an
gles. They weig'hed the evidence, held 
meetings in various sections of the 
State and reported. What became of 

the report? It was ordered placed 
on file and it is still on file, some
where among the archives, absolute
ly worthless, because the varied in
terests on that committee could not 
arrive at anything but a few harm
less, inoffensive recommendations. 
They were agreed in condcmning 
both the present methods of distri
bution, and a new commission will 
hardly go further than that. But we 
have gone further, .and we have 
suggested in this bill a specific rem
edy for some of the evils which now 
exist. This is not presented as the 
panacea for all the ills of the coun
try school. They are too many. It is 
not presented as the ideal method of 
distribution because those who have 
studied the matter, and best know, 
have told me that there is no ideal 
method; but it is presented in the 
belief that it will relieve some of the 
conditions which exist, and that it 
will afford some help where it is 
sorely needed; that it will provide an 
educational spur and incentive, too, 
where it is sorely needed. The great 
State of Maine will never be satis
fied with a.ny attempt to evade this 
question. We believe that the edu
cational needs of rural Maine are im
mediate, not something which may 
come to pass at some future date. 
They demand attention now. In a 
few years it will be too late. Within 
30 years the urban population of this 
State has increased 100,000, and the 
rural population ha-s fa-lIen off. The 
flocks and herds are disappearing 
from our hillsides, a-nd our production 
is being reduced. The Ma-ine fa-rmer 
stands today with his back to the 
wall. VVrar-time profits in common 
with all other industries have passed 
him by. Every newspaper that comes 
to hand presents its columns of farms 
for sale, and every produce tra-in 
that rumbles westward through this 
capital city tells the story of loss 
and discouragement. Rural migration 
no longer means the drifting of a few 
briliiant sons to the city, but it now 
involves the uprooting and trans
planting of whole families, represent
ing the best citizenship and the high-

'est culture of the country towns. I 
ct. ubt if any young man has the right 
to bring up a family of children and 
Aubject them to the educational dis-
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advantages that exist in thc average 
country town in ~Iaine today. The 
rcsult is that rural leadership has 
disappeared, agriculture is declining 
and country life is lessened socially 
ohd economically, and the chief cause 
of it has been the decline of the coun
o y school. I do not wish to detract 
fr', m the work of the little red school
house. It has dear associations for 
all of us. It has had its part in 
the making of our country, but it 
l,as served its day. The strong young 
Inan teacher and college graduate of 
,(, years ago no longel' finds it profit
ahle, and the little red schoolhouse 
with its precious ;nmateH is left to 
the tcnder mel'cies of some high 
school girl, whose only recommenda
tCon may be that she comes within 
the financial requirements of the 
t~nvn. 

The small towns of :'Ifaine, with 
the exception or a few that have a 
high non-rcesident v'lluation, and 
some wh-21'e the educational condi
tions hav(' reached a lo\\' ebb, are de
manding this legislation as a mat
ter of sta te- ,,-ide benefit; and the 
small town repl'esentativ('s of this 
LegislatUl'e have not been 1l1consist
ent. '\'8 ha\'c yotpd with OUI' hrpth
ren from the cities for practically 
every matter of state-wide benefit. We 
llave approved their projects for city 
armories. Xo voice has been 
raised asain~t their proposition 
for a f'Hate pier, although \\'e wel'e 
not entil'el~- ig'norant t ha t t be 
title of the aet might ha"" heen 
ntore specific. 'Ve have stood 
with t1W!l1 fo], an,' legisla tion 
tending to make improved conclitions 
In the State among its business men, 
its professional men and its laboring 
men; and yet aho\'e all these I set 
the humble sacrifices of toiling men 
who cent hy cent accumulate a sum 
sufficient to put within the reach of 
their boys that ('(Iucation which is 
the magic wand that puts power with
in his eager grasp and sends him 
forth a man. ~o person interested in 
the success of this act has any desire 
to interfere with the institutions of 
our cities. vVe are proud of them. 
O\'er in the eastern part of the state 
\\'e have some pride in the city of 
Bangor. Bangor is the hub of the 
universe to us, and yet I read with 

anything but pride an editorial that 
appeared in one of their great dailes 
less thar eight months ago, in which 
the wru',r congratulated Bangor and 
its inhabitants upon the fact that 
they had so far developed their pub
lic school system that they were 
drawing in all of the inhabitants 
from thE' surrounding towns. What 
a vain ~ause for felicitation! What 
a mistaken idea of progress! How 
much better it would have been 
could thoy have blazoned across the 
entire front page of their publication 
the starUing news that out of the 
towns of Howland, Kenduskeag and 
Hudson j he people were so well sat
isfied ancl supplied with good schools 
that their children had gone happily 
to school and their farmers happily to 
the fields which they loved and which 
they weI", fitted to work in. 

?VII'. SpEaker, 1 have not the right to 
take mor~~ of your time upon a ques
tion upor which so many will desire 
to he hea:'d. But I do believe that the 
time has come when all sections of 
Maine sh'JUld be drawn together in a 
common nterest, and that this coop
eration s10uld extend to educational 
as well LS to all other activities in 
which WE are interested; and I pre
dict that the time will come very 
soon when the result of this coopera
tion will make itself felt most happi
ly in thc'se very centers which are 
opposing it today. (Applause.) 

Mr. PHILLIPS of Bnr Harbor: Mr. 
Speaker, ~his is not the time nor is 
the hour fitting to enter into an ora
tion or argument on what we need. 
''-hat I p lrpose to give you is a few 
facts as ~o the working of this law 
in Hancock county. I shall be 
obligpcl to ask the House to take my 
word whell I ~ay that in the towns for 
whieh I a'n speaking I am thoroughly 
acquainted. For the most part they 
are towns in which I have practiced 
medicine for many years. J simply 
",ish to Ehow you exactly how thi~ 

law will work, compared with other 
laws, in fame of the other towns in 
Hancock county. It is true that the 
town whi"h I represent loses about 
one third if this law is passed; but, 
on the other hand, here is the little 
town of Aurora which loses under 
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this act from $143 to $116.36. This 
town has been practically ruined on 
account of the loss of lumber and the 
lumbering interests in their section. 
The towri of Brooksville is not a 
rich town; it loses $150; Castine loses 
nearly one-half. Dedham, a little 
back town, this new law would take 
from her-she is now getting $588 
and she would get under the new law 
$471. Deer Isle gains from $2000 to 
$4000. The town of Lamoine is the 
richest town in Hancock county, both 
as a town and individually according 
to its inhabitants. The little town of Ma
riaville up in the backwoods, with one 
or two schoolhouses in it at the pres
ent time, now getting $196, would 
get under this new law $124, with the 
schoolhouses miles away oftentimes 
from the people, where the children 
cannot possibly get to them in such 
a winter as it was a year ago. La
moine gains, on the other hand, and 
I think they have not a town pauper 
nor a dollar of debt. They are now 
getting $639, and under the new law 
would get $726. Penobscot cannot be 
called a rich town and she loses near
ly $100. The little island of Verona 
is certainly not a rich town. ShE' 
now gets $277; she would then get 
$230. \Valtham, another up-river 
town ruined by the lumber interests! 
When I first began lire In the city of 
Ellsworth there were 18 mills on the 
river. There is now one. All these 
towns depend upon the lumber inter
ests. Waltham now gets $287 and she 
would get under the new law $219. 
But poor little Moose Hill, way UP 
in the woods, now gets practically 
$100. She will get under the new 
law $65.78. Certainly the new law 
does not benefit the smaller and poor
er towns in the county in which I 
live. 

Mr. HINCKLEY of South Portland: 
Mr. Speaker, I hope that the mem
bers of this House will listen to me 
for about three minutes, and I will 
try to get through in that time. I 
hope that the members will not con
sider this matter from a selfish stand
point-from the standpoint from what 
"my town" or "my community" gets 
out of this matter. The city of South 
Portland which I have the honor to 
represent in this body, if this bill be-

comes a law, will become enriched 
approximately $6,000 every year. Re
gardless of that fact, I am going to' 
vote against the bill, and I believe 
when my constituents realize and 
understand the situation as I do, they 
will stand by me in the matter. Sel
fishness or expediency never changes 
that which is unfair to that which is 
fair. Selfishness or expediency never 
make a wrong right. I have studied the 
history of this matter, and I ascer
tain that it originated from a pro
position or attempt in behalf of the 
Legislature and the citizens of this 
state to impose a tax upon the wild 
lands of this state; and I have dis
covered that the most feasible way 
that this could be done, realizing that 
j '. would be illegal to impose a direct 
tax or a special tax upon the wild 
lands-the only feasible way it could 
bi) worked out was to impose 
a mill tax upon all the proper
ty in this entire state. Now with 
that in mind, and having come 
to that conclusion, the next 
step was, how are we going to dis
pose of this matter properly, or to 

the best advantage and to the best 
interests of the entire State? And 
it was then decided that the mill tax 
which should be imposed and must be 
imposed on all the property of the 
State in order to impose this special 
tax upon tho wild lands of the Stato, 
should be turned over to the schools. 
It might just as well have been 
turned 0\,('1' to the Sea and Shore 
Fisheries Commission, or to the I~
land Fish and Game Commission, or 
to any other Department of the 
State; but it was deemed best to turn 
it over for school purposes. Now 
bear in mind, gentlemen, that the on
ly reason under Heavens for impos
ing this mill tax upon the people of 
this State was simply to get at the 
wild lands and tax them, and it was 
agreed to turn it over to the schools. 

Now it was further understood and 
agreed--and you can all see that it 
was in absolute fairness an equitable 
proposition-that this money that 
was taxed to the various cities and 
towns in this State in order to get 
this tax upon the wild lands, should 
be returned to them, and every dol-
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lar of it in all fairness should go back 
to the city or town which has given 
i1 to the State in order to get on this 
special tax on wild lands. It was 
worked out and figured out that the 
best and fairest way, the most hon
est, honorable and equitable way, to 
return this was by the bill which has 
been a law for several years in this 
State. Now certain cities and towns 
have conceived the idea after this has 
been working for several years that 
they would get more money for their 
towns by proposing and enacting in
to law an aggregate attendance bill. 

Now that is the situation and that 
is all there is to it, men. The aggre
gate attendance bill would give to 
certain cities and towns more money 
than they are getting now; but I say 
to you that in all fairness and hon
esty no city or town-my city has no 
right to take $6000 from the City of 
Portland under these circumstances. 
I am opposed to it and I will not 
stand for it. Under this bill Port
land is now paying many thousands 
of dollars more than she is getting 
out of it, but it is as fair as it could 
be worked out. Under the proposed 
bill they are going to add an addition
al $57,000 on to the city of Port
land. I say to you, men, this Legis
lature has no right to do it, and I am 
astonished that this body of men 
t·;hould serjousl~T ('onsider, kno\vlng
the history of the bill and those who 
are int('re~ted most under it, would 
sel'iousl,' consider--and J usc t lle 
\I'ord advisedly-stealing this money 
that their own city or town might get 
the advantage. That is the fact of 
the matter, Yes, my town would be 
benefited ~6()OO; but, men, we would 
lose our self respect if we did it. I 
am opposed to the bill and I hope a 
commission will be appointed to work 
this matter out without fear or favor, 
and when it is worked out, simply 
say to those cities and to\\'n8 who n I'e 

willing to join in order to get this 
special tax that the money which you 
pay will come back to you because it 
is only ~'oun::, it iH your }'ight. 

Mr. CLASON of Lisbon: Mr. 
Speaker, I wish to say a few vwrds on 
this proposition. I will say in the 

beginning that I agree with the gefi
t1eman :'rom South Portland (Mr, 
Hincklej') that a commission is the 
only prc,per way to work out this 
proposit on. School work has been 
my life work and I am interested in 
anythin~: that pertains to schools. It 
is my bE lief that both the proponents 
and the opponents of this measure 
realize that it is not entirely satis
factory, They also realize that the 
present method is not entirelv satis
factory. My town gains under this 
proposeo bill, but I think that is not 
a sufficiont reason why I should vote 
for this proposition, I believe that 
the expEriences of the last three 
Legislatures in reference to this bill 
will aid a committee in bringing 
about a more satisfactory solution 
than the present bill now before us. 

I can :lay from my own knowledge 
that sch,)ol conditions in rural towns 
have improved a great deal in the 
past ten years under the present law, 
No doubt in some sections they would 
be imprc,ved by this proposed meth
od; but think now a mistake would 
be made unless a fair committee 
could be selected that would finally 
settle th s solution. I' this solution 
is not s"ttled by means of a com
mittee, I feel very sure that eveI'Y 
legislature from now to eternity will 
be discU:lsing this proposition either 
one way or the other, If this bill 
passes, V,e opponents of the bill will 
appear before the Legislature two 
years frc'm now, presenting another 
bilL A fair committee in my mind 
would se'ctle the whole question. 

Mr, V l'cRNEY of Jonesboro: Mr. 
Speaker, this subject now under dis
('us~ion is a VPIT broad and impOl'
tant one, involving the entire common 
school adivities of the State of 
Maine; a nd if it is passed to become 
a law, it will be one of the foremost 
steps alo ~g the lines of education 
and reconstruction that the State of 
Maine has yet taken. In discussing 
this question, I shall confine my re
marks ctiefly to the divided report 
of the committee on education, Now 
it must be assumed that this report 
of the cor'lmittee on education direct
ly indica1 es that all the members 
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agreed that the present method of 
distributing the State school funds is 
absolutely wrong; and I am basing 
my reasons for this statement on the 
nature of the reports which this 
committee have submitted. 

1st. A repert "ought to pass" on the 
proposed aggregate attendance method. 

2nd. A report-to refer the question 
to a recess committee to report to the 
next Legislature. And 

3rd. We have no report supporting 
the present method of distributing the 
State school funds. Therefore we must 
all admit that by their reportll the com
mittee on education has conceded the 
fact that the present method is abso
lutely wrong; if not, why then did they 
not submit a report "ought not to pass" 
which would be in support of the pres
ent method? 

Accepting the above conclusion-that 
the present method is neither just. 
equitable, nor receiving support, there 
are two courses open for adjustment. 

1st. To accept the unjust arrange
ment proposed by the majority report 
and continue'-Wlth the present law, for 
another two years pending the report 
of a committe.e. And 

2nd. To immediately remedy this in·· 
justice and accept the report "ought to 
pass" and enact the aggregate attend
ance lllw. 

The order accompanying the majority 
report is in substance as follows: 

Ordered, that whereas the 79th Leg
islature has under consideration a bill 
to provide for the distribution of State 
school funds for which there is little 
time to give the proper amount of in
vestigation and consideration, therefore, 

Ordered, the Senate concurring, that 
a special committee of seven be ap
pointed, two by the President of the 
Senate, three by the Speaker of the 
House and two by the Governor, and 
that said committee be directed to in
vestigate the present and proposed 
methods of distribution of school funds, 
and private schools and academies with 
their relation to the public school sys
tem. 

To accept such an unjust arrange_ 
ment Is unfair .and unnecessary for flve 
reasons. 

1st. Because it will be practically im
possible to have a committee appointed 
in compliance with the requirements of 
this order, that can and will give this 
matter half the Iltudy and consideration 
that t:Ie various members of this Legis_ 
lature, who have been and who are 
now actively interested in the matter 
have given it for the past six years. 

2nd. Because this Legislature is cap
able of solving its own problems. The 
people expects it to solve its own prob
lems and not to shirk the duties im
posed upon it by turning such matters 
of importance over to committees or 
commissions. 

3rd. Because this Legislature has a 
knowledge of this problem as great, if 
not greater, than of many other prob
lems which have been before it, and 
upon which it has not hesitated to act. 

H has been discussed on exactly the 
same basis for three terms of the Leg
islature. 

Included in the membership of the 
present Legislature are many with ser
vice in previous Legislatures as well as 
many others who have made a careful 
study of the problem, because of local 
in terest in the schools. 

4th. Because members of the com
mittee on education have a knowledge 
of the problem and have little excuse 
for aeking- to be relieved of the respon_ 
sibility of reporting definitely. They 
have had prepared a report of 43 page.; 
giving figures showing the effect of the 
proposed method. which in my opinion 
is a much fairer and more impartial 
and unbiased statement of facts tha'1 
could be expected from any committee 
appointed in compliance with the re
quirements of the order accompanying 
the majority report. ' 

Five members have previously served 
on the committee and have studied this 
same problem on the committee. One 
of the five members has served six 
terms, one four terms. one three terms, 
two two terms and two other members 
of the committee were members of the 
78th Legislature and actively interested 
in this particular bill. 

5th. My last reason is because the 
committee proposed by the majority re
port Is a camouflage, devised by big 
city opponents of the bill and erected 
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with the hope that it may shield them 
from a change in the method of distri
bution for another two years' period. 
Realizing the support which the pro
posed law gained in the 78th Legisla
ture, the opponents have not the moral 
courage to fight it out at this session 
on the previously clearly defined lines 
of aggregate attendance against census 
and valuation. 

I bclie\'e that in the intere~ts of 
the federal and st.ate reconstruction 
program. that immediate action is 
desirable and absolutely nece~sary. 

\\' e cannot pxpect t.ho~e honored 
:"oldiers of Mailie who fought over
seas ir'. tile great world war for 
Democracy to reclaim those aban
doned farms in rural Maine of which 
we hear and read so much; and set
tle down to the task of gaining a 
livelihood for themselves and the.;r· 
families without some thought and 
consideration for the future welfare 
and education of their children. 
Sur('ly the educational advantages 
(or disadvantages) offered by the",,!' 
rural communities should be talHm 
into consideration as well as the 
opportunities which thev offer for 
earning a living. 

Tl'ese poor towns which are strug
gling with' the rural school problem 
are now facing a most critical period. 
In the period between 191()-1l ani 
1917 -18, lOCAl common scbool support 
has had to be made three times A'" 
great, and the local school tax rate 
if, oyer three times as large, the state 
aYerage being 1 3-10 mills in 1910-11 
against 4 3-10 mills in 1917-18. 

These figures demonstrate the fact 
that these towns are seriouslY in need 
of apsistance. 

Mnny of the opponents of the bill 
agree that in considering its merits 
it is far more just and equitable thaa 
the present method of handling the 
state school funds and admit that 
tbey are basing their opposition on 
the financial effect which it will hav" 
on their communities, rather than 
on the educational effect which tt 
will have on the state at large 

This act relating to the distribu
tion of all ."tate school funds avail
able for the support of common 
schools according to aggregate at-

tendanc€, which is now before us for 
our con~dderation, is, I believe, the 
fairest, 1 he most equitable, and will 
prod nee tJ1P best results for th<) 
children of the state of Maine along 
educatiG 1al lines of any method 
which c[ n be devised. 

Became it distribute,,, the state 
school funds equally among the dif
ferent citief' and towns for the edu
cation of the children who are actu
ally in the public schools, and not for 
the children who are working in fae·
tories or on the farms or attending 
pl'ivate ~,chools. 

While ):11' compulsory school law is 
sufficienll,- stringent to compel all 
children 01' compulsol',- school age to 
be in school, yet school authorities 
haye benn somewhat lax in enforc
ing it. The proposed bill will pr,)
\'ide an incentive toward the enforce
ment of our truancy law, which in 
the past has been so carelessly 
handleo. 

It will place a premium on the 
cities a~ d towns to encourage its 
chiloren to attend school. 

The figures which your committee 
on education has had prepared show 
in a number of instances where 
some SlY all towns will lose by the 
proposed method. 

This is brought about through the 
failure cf these towns to maintain 
a school year of average length. The 
aggregat," attendance law will also 
provide an incentiye for these towns 
which hLve hitherto been obliged to 
maintain a short school year through 
a lack (.f fun os, to increase the 
length of its school year. 

Aside from the fact that the pro
posed a§:gregate attendance bill is 
fairer, more just and equitable, than 
the preSEnt law, the incentive which 
it will produce for the strict en
forcement of our truancy law and 
ir, encouraging our children to at
tend school and to maintain the 
longest possible school year in all 
communities, is sufficient recommen
dation to warrant its passage. There
fore, I hope that this House will 
vote to accept the minority report, 
ought to pass. Let us forget tor a 
moment the awful agony through 
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which the world has just passed and 
look forward to the future when ty
ranny shall be overthrown and the 
people come into their own-when 
Peace reigns and Justice governs. 
(Applause. ) 

Mr. W AHREN of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker. this subject is one that has 
come before every Legislature for 
a great many years. It is evident 
that the law as it now stands is 
not as it should be. I have learned 
since the speaking began here that 
this proposed law is unfavorable 
and unjust, not only to a great many 
of the cities, but also to many of 
the small towns. Now it seems to 
me that in order to get this thing 
right and get a just and equitable 
law, we should not pass this bill as 
proposed here, because it does not 
seem satisfactory in any respect: but 
it should be referred to this com
mission as has been suggested for 
them to make such investigation as 
is necessary and bring in a bill that 
will be just, equitable and right in 
every particular, and not pass this 
hill as it is now. It does not seem to 
be either fair or just. 

1\1,', nO,VIE of Falmouth: Mr. 
Rpealzer, the problem of providing an 
exact and equal distribution of a com
mon school fund is one of' great dif
ficulty. I do not believe that w<c have 
any reason in the State of :l\Iaine to 
be ashamed of our educational insti
tutions. Are you ashamed of the edu
c:>1ional institutions of the Rtate of 
Maine? Am I ashamed of the edu
ca tional institutions of the Rtatc of 
]\faine? I do not thinlz we are. "Te 
are proud to know that the Rtatc of 
Maine in the performance of its edu
cational duties has always acted lib
pr<l11~7. g-encrousb', and in accordance 
with the pl'ineiples of Nluality and 
justicc insofar as that has been pos
sible so to do. It woulrl be useless 
to state that thel'e are not inequali
tie" or defects in our present metb
ad of distl'ibution: but I will stflte 
thflt to my mind thNe has been ab
solutely no bill presented to thi8 Leg
islature which nids with any degree 
of certaintv and due relief the pres
('nt inequalities find defects [If; they 
now exist. I do not feel that I could 
voto to support this proposed meth-

od of distribution of the common 
~chool ftl ilel of this State unless I 
\las leel lo believe, by strong and ap
pealing o'Jidenee, that by so doing I 
was best protecting the taxpayel's 
and the educational institutions of 
this State. 

:'\ Oil' there is a gn:at tendency to 
line up the towns ill oppositio;l to 
the cilies on this proposition. The 
gentleman from l'elTY, l\ll'. \\'ash
lJul'n, has l'efelTed to the hard times 
that the lOwns are having in bear
ing their burdens of taxation; and 
to my minLi this is a proposition of 
taxation. It is to I'clieve thL bur
dens of t'txation and not imposc bur
Liens of t~txation. He states that one 
of tl1e chief "auses of the young man 
and the young woman leaving the 
country town is because of the neg
lect of those towns, or the inahility 
of those towns to give to those young 
men and those young women and 
thusc schoul pupils advantages for 
education, I "ould hardly believe 
that to lJe a fact, and I could hardly 
lJelieve that the abandoned farills in 
the ~tat(' of .'laine are due to neg
led 01 e<iuc-ati(,n. Ot' coul'se when 
,ve get down to the fundamentnl and 
chief causes for farm abandonment, 
we have gut to go into questions of 
economics which 1 believe are equal
ly a8 dangerous as the question of 
distribution of school funds. 

x ow there are some towns and citie" 
that are receiving more under th." 
s(:hool distribution than they pay into 
the State treasury; there are some that 
are re(:eivmg less than they pay into 
the State treasury in support of com .. 
man schools; and inasmuch as the 
cities are referred to, let us take in to 
account the largest city in the State of 
Maine-Portland. Portland pays into 
the State treasury for common school 
purposes $226,545.37 and receives bac:, 
from the State by our present method 
of distribution the sum of $170,26997, or 
$56,275.40 less than it pays. Now adrling 
to this $56,275.40 the sum of $56,383 ~3, 
which it lo"es by this propooed change 
of distribution tlu sum of $170,269,97, or 
$112,66823 which Portland stands to lose. 
Now are the burdens of taxation con
fined absolutely to the towns? I will 
ask you to go with me into our largg 
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citie~, and there you will lind men 
working hard days, nights and Sundays 
in order that they may provide their 
famll,e~ with the neee~sities of life. 
You will find men working hard and 
toiling in order that they may buy and 
pay for their own homes in which to 
support their families. You will find 
men working and toiling and living un
der conditions that are far worse than 
those to be found in OUr towns. In our 
cities they do not have the privilege of 
roaming through the fields and forests 
and enjoying the many things that they 
enjoy in the towns, and they have to 
pay one hundred cents on th., 
dollar for everything that they 
receive in those cities, and it is hard. 
work for many of them to make both 
ends meet. Neither are the burdens 
of taxation confined alone to the 
towns. \\-ith Portland it means an 
increased tax of $112,668.23. This 
bill should be for the purpose of 
relieving the burdens of taxation and 
not increasing them; and what is 
true of th e cities is also true of 
some of the towns. Take my own 
town of Falmouth. for instance. It 
pays into the State treasury for 
('ommon school purposes the sum of 
*5385.77, and gets back $3609.58, or 
$1776.09 less than it pays; and by 
the proposed method loses $597.97, 
which added to the $1776.09 makes 
lji2374.06 which Falmouth stands to 
lose, again increasing the burdens 
of taxation; and in my town there 
are many men ,vho have hard work 
to pay their taxes. 

This question has been before prior 
legislatures for the last six years, 
and yet do we find the superintend
ents of our schools throughout our 
State who are directly engaged in 
8('11001 work coming here and asking 
l1S to adopt this proposed change. 
Do we find Inunicipal officers of our 
towns and municipalities, who have 
to dp[ll directl,- with (lUI' town 
fin:llH'('s, con1ing' ill here and [lsking' 
118 to Innl,p this chang,,? .\nd not
"withstanding the fact that it has 
been before these past legislatures, 
there is absolutely no evidence that 
can be produced that there is 
throughout this State any general 
intellig-ent agitation in any important 

degree in regard to this proposed 
rneasure. 

Again admitting that there are 
~ome defects and inequalities in our 
present system, are any precedents 
illtroduc"d to prove that the~e pro
posed cbanges will eliminate those 
defects? You find cases where they 
will not. Take Fort Kent in Aroos
took county, which stands in a wav 
to gain $:3,703.80 ey tbis proposed 
cbange, lnd we find that Fort Kent 
pays into the state treasury $2,379.04, 
and get; back $6,834.52, or $4,45·1.88 
more than it pays in, and by this 
proI,oe'ed change would get back $10,-
538.32. I, that eliminating inequali
ties? IE that eliminating defects? 
Again :Madawaska in Aroostook now 
]"eceived back over three times what 
it pays : nto the state treasury, aud 
by this proposed bill will receive 
back ovpr four times what it pays 
into the :;tate treasury. 

Now wc have an equalization fund 
1.::nd,·1' our jJresent law"". That equal
ization fund provides that these small 
towns are not receiving the benefits 
they should because of the present 
defects and inequalities in the method 
of distrihution will be relieved from 
those in3qualities. Does this com
mittee which advances this new pro
posed tlH,ory in support of it, and rec
ommending that it ought to pass, 
rio tl1ey :.dvisc eliminating the equal
iZ[llion fund? No, not at all, be
cause it is going to be just as nece3-
S[lry for the equalization fund if this 
new proposed method of distributi0Jl 
is put in10 practice as it now is. 

Gentlemen, I believe that we are 
going to continue the policy of this 
state in representing justice and in
equality in the school distribution of 
funds, and I believe that we are not 
going to vote to change our present 
method of distribution, involving OV.3r 
three million dollars in the next two 
years. unless we are strongly con
vinced tbat by that change we best 
sprve th" citizens and eduational in
stitutiom of this state. 

Mr. PATTEE of Harmony: Mr. 
Speaker, it was my purpose several 
days ago to speak to the Hou'e at 
some len gth upon this subject; but 
the hour is getting late, statements 
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have been made much better than I 
could make them and I simply wish 
to call your attention to )Ub~ ~, few 
facts that have been placej before 
this House here and misrepresented_ 
not wilfully I do not wish to say, 
but simply through ignorance of the 
actual facts. 

The gentleman from Bar Harbor 
(Mr. Phillips) has told you the sItua
tion in Hancock county. He has told 
you of the poor little town of Auro
ra, and righ t here I wish to remark. 
gentlemen, that I do not suppose Auro
ra ever thought she would attain the 
prominence that she has in the past 
four years in the state of Maine Leg
islature. You are told of bleeding Au
rora; that was the term used here 
two years ago. In the town of Aurora 
the aggregate attendance ris some
where between eight and nine hun
dred. She receives approximately 
$143 from the state. and that by this 
proposed bill will be cut to $116 or 
$117 or something of the sort. 

The gentleman has (ntit'el~' lost 
sight of the faei that this bill lim
its the aggregate attendance to 1500, 
and the facts of the case are that 
Aurora will receive more than she 
ever has before. The same reason 
applies to Ma.riaville, Verona and 
\Valtham-e\'eryone in like situation, 
and everyone will receive more than 
they do at the present time, under 
the terms of this bill. It is true that 
Bar Harbor, Castine, and Mt. Desert 
lose under this-also Sorrento .. -from 
the fact that they have been obtain
ing for years a proportionately larger 
amount than the other and smaller 
towns of the county and of the 
State, and it is right and just that 
they should lose. They have not been 
taxing themselves locally, Let us see 
what the figures say, and, gentlemen, 
J wish to say to you that the figures 
that I am going to quote here are 
absolutely correct, and you can veri-' 
fy them in 10 minutes from the swor'n 
statement of the school officials and 
the municipal officers of the various 
towns and cities throughout the State 
of Maine in the State department, if 
you wish to. 

Lewiston strenuously objects to 

the passage of this bill. Lewiston 
has a large enrollment of children 
and the figures show that 24 per cent 
of the children of Lewiston are at
tending their common schools, which 
simply means, gentlemen, that 24 
children out of 100 are attending 
school and Lewiston receives from 
those 24 children-gets the benefit of 
the money that should be expended 
on 100; and by reason of this fact 
the city of Lewiston has been able 
since July 1, 1915, to have unex
pended school funds carried upon 
their books of approximately $39,000. 
I do not imagine that they had that 
money in the treasury. I ima~'ine 
that that money has been spent on 
the roads and bridges and the 
municipal courts, and things of that 
sort, I imagine it is simply a paper 
balance; but Lewiston, if required to 
do so, must record it. Is this right? 
Is it just to the children of the State 
of ::Uaine? I believe you will say 
that it is not. Biddeford has 19 per 
cent of hm' children in school, and up 
to July 1st, 1915, Lewiston and Bid
defol d were, through a lapse in the 
la\\', unable to spend their balances 
for any municipal purposes that 
\\'ere voted; but I will say in the case 
of Biddeford that she did apply this 
excess balance to building a new 
$40,000 schoolhouse. Nineteen per 
cent of the children in school re
ceiving the funds that should be ex
pended on 100 children! Sanford, 36 
per cent in school; Augusta 48 per 
cent in school; Brunswick 38 per 
cent; Portland 48 per cent. \Ve hear 
a great deal about Portland, gentle
men, and there are some misstate
ments about Portland. But in con
nection with this percentage in 
school, first. I wish for you to com
pare the percentage of attendance of 
the cities with the towns, and I will 
select these at random. I will take 
my own town first because I know 
the conditions there, and I am proud 
to say, gentlemen, that Harmony has 
82 per cent of her children in school, 
so far as I know the highest per
centage in the State; Bingham 81 per 
cent, Lisbon 80 per cent, Windham 75 
per cent and Monmouth 65 per cent. 
So it goes, gentlemen. Throughout 
the State in the country towns the 
percentage of their children in schools 
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is largely in excess of that of the city 
and perhaps reasonably so. 

\Ve are told of the immense amount 
of money that the city of Portland 
pays into the State treasury. I do not 
see that that has anything to do with 
the question at all. The facts of the 
case when you get right down to cases 
are that the city of Portland pays for 
her schooling the money assessed for 
legally defined school purposes 90 
cents for every dollar that she re
ceives from the State, other state
ments to the contrary notwithstand
ing. In the case of Lewiston, owing 
to the small percentage of children 
attending school, every child has a 
school valuation of $25 in excess; 
Biddeford $31.85; while the town of 
HarmonY, which is just about an 
average of the towns throughout the 
State receives something like $7 pel' 
scholar. The entire State avet'a~'e is 
$11.19. Portland assesses herself for 
local school purposes as defined h,' 
law·-I do not m(,an for building 
schoolhouses or anything of that 
sort-the magnificent tax rate of 
four-tenths of one mill. Scores of 
towns in the State, gentlemen, assess 
themselves ten mills, quite a good 
many twelve mills, and in exceptional 
cases 15, 16 and 20 mills. 

I believe, gentlemen, tha t there is 
but one logical conclusion, and that 
is that the present method is entirely 
unjust, and that is admitted by 
school officials throughout the State. 
r have talked with superintendents of 
schools in private, and tney have ad
mitted to me that the principle of ag
gregate attendance is absolutely cor
rect. \Ve know, gentlemen, that it is 
verv hard for man or a corporation 
or ~ municipality to give up that 
which they have, no matter how they 
may have attained it. We expect the 
cities and large towns to be lined up 
against the rural districts from the 
nature of the situation. Your com
mittee of education, gentlemen, is 
lined up practically along those same 
lines and the vote in this House to
day wi1l be lined up practically along 
th~se same lines. If the proposed 
committee of investigation is an ac
complished fact, their report will .be 
along those lines, and your commI~
tee on education two years hence WIll 

be place j in the same position that it 
is now and that House will be pla.ced 
in the same position as is this House 
at the present time. It is simpl~' an 
easy way of dodging the issue; it is 
an acknowledgment of weakness. 
The aggregate attendance idea is 
constrmtly growing and it will obtain 
sooner cr later; the committee sim
ply puts off the fatal day. Remem
ber this, gentlemen, some of you who 
return to this House, I'e member wllat 
I tell yo 1 in regard to this and seC' if 
m~' pl'orhec,' does not fall true. 

;\fl'. LA"'PHER of Sebec: ;\11'. 

Speaker, this question has alread~' 
been prdt,' fully discussed and r 
cannot add much to the discussion. 
I will or I~' take a minute to put my
self on r,~cord as fa"oring the passage 
of this bill. r am speaking now not 
only for m,'self but for m~' count,'. 
l'iscatnquis county is in favor of the 
passage of this aggregate attendance 
bill and the passage of it now. If 
this were a new matter, a matt"r 
which "ere coming up before this 
Legislature now at this session for 
the first time, r would be in favor of 
the appointment of a commission to 
investigLte and report to the next 
Legislature; but, gentlemen, this is 
not a nE\V rnatter. This is a lnatter 
that has been talked of for the Jast 
ten years in every country church, 
every grange hall, and in every 
teacher', meeting where peoplC' have 
ga thered together in this State. It 
has beer. discussed pro and con, and 
already \Ve have our minds made up 
for or n"ainst this measure, and we 
are qualified to vote on it toda~·. 

This ma:ter of appointing a commis
sion, in 1:he light of all the discussion 
this matter has had for the last ten 
years, is simply for delay, simply 
stalling "01' time; and I claim that we 
ought to vote on it and vote in favor 
of it and pass it now for the benefit of 
the rural portions of this State. If 
the citie3 and large towns wouifl 
realize [:lore closely how their wel
fare is bound up in the welfare of 
rural M~jne, they would look on this 
in a diffarent light. 

On mction by Mr. Reed of Bangor, 
a viva voce vote being taken, the 
House recessed until 2 P. M. 
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After Recess 
The SPEAKER: The House is con

sidering th Grange bill. 

Mr. BUZZELL of Belfast: Mr. Speak
er, I move the previous question. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman from 
Belfast, Mr. Buzzell, moves the previous 
qUestion. As many as are in favor of 
that question will rise. 

A sufficient number having arisen, the 
previous question was ordered. 

The SPEAKER: Shall the main ques
tion be put now? All those in favor 
will say yes; those opposed no. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
main qustion was ordered. 

Mr. WASHBURN of Perry: Mr. 
Speaker, I move that when the vote is 
taken, it be taken by,the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER: All thoce who are in 
favor of the yeas and nays, will rise. 

A sufficient number having arisen, the 
yeas and nays were ordered. 

The SPEAKER: The question is on 
the motion of the gentleman from Per
ry, Mr. Washburn, that the minority re
port, ought to pass, be accepted. All 
those who are in favor of accepting the 
minority report will say yes when their 
names are called; and all those opposed 
will say no. The Clerk will call the roll. 

YEA-Adams, Alden, Arthur, Audi
bert. Austin, Milford; Austin, South 
Berwick; Barnes, Bragclon, Brown, 
Buzzell, Ca~e, Cates, Cha.mberlin, Leb
anon; Chaplin, Chellis, Clifford, Colcord. 
Cole, Corliss, Cowan, Crane, Cunning
ham. Daigle. Davis, Freenort; Dolloff, 
Dunning, Farnsworth, Flint. FOBS, 
corhrs. Fowles, Fuller, Furhish, Gray, 
Granville. Greele'·. Grinnell. Hatch, Hol
ley, Houghton, Hussey, Jillson, Lan_ 
pher, Leathers, Macomber, Mathews, 
McLeary, Miller, Millett, Mitchell, 
Murchie. O'Connell, Orff. Overlock. 
Owen, Pattee. Peabody, Perkins, Orono: 
Pi1<e, Plummer, Porter, Putnam, Rowe, 
Bowell, Sonborn. Sawyer, Btace\', Stan
ley. Storm. SWift. Thomas, Harpswell; 
Ti1nen, Varney .. Tonesboro: Washburn, 
\. e8therbee, Wilson, Presque IsIEl; Wy
man. 

NAY-Allan, Portland: Allen, Sanford; 
Fnxter, Bea n, Berry, BOWie. Brackett, 
Bragdon, Brann, Brewster, Carey, 
C" rleton, Casey, Chamberlain, Winclow; 
Clason. Cochrane, Canary. Coulombe, 
D"in, Doyl". Dunn, Eaton. Fagan, Gil
mour. Hanson. Hinckley, Jones, Jordan, 
Cape Elizabeth; Jornan, New Glouces_ 
ter; Langelier, Lauoier, Leonarct, Love 
Maher. Morin, Mulligan, Murch, Mur~ 
ray, Nel~on, O'Leary, Perkins, Booth_ 
bo y Harbor' Phillips, Reed, Ridlon, 
Roberts, Rounds, Savage, Simons, 

Small, Smith, Sullivan, Varney, Wind
ham; WaliTen, Williams, Auburn; Wil
lIams, Wens; vViison, Portland. 

ABSENT-Anderson, Burns, Eagle 
Lake; Burns, Madison; Davis, Old 
Town; Dutton, Hammond, HisleI', Mace, 
Marr, Mason, Ricker, Ring, ~tevens 
Sweatt, Thomas, South Portland. ' 

Yes-77. 
No-56. 
Absent-15. 
Paired-Crabtree (Yes); Garcelon (No). 

The SPEAKER: Seventy-seven hav-
ing voted in the uffirmative, and 56 in 
the negative, the motion that the mi. 
nority report ought to pass, be accept
ed, prevails. 

On further motion by :;VII'. Washburn, 
under susIlension of the rules, the bill 
received its 'three several readings and 
was passed to be engrossed. 

On motion by Mr. Pattee of Harmony, 
unanimous consent was given, and that 
gentleman introduced out of order 
under suspension of the rules, the fol~ 
lowing order: 

Ordered, that 500 copies of Dr. Phillips' 
poem be printed for the use of the 
House. 

The order received a passage. 

On motion by Mr. Holley of North An
s~n, unanimous con~;::ent was given and 
that gentleman introduced out of order 
under suspension of the rules Resolv~ 
in favor of the pay roll of the 'House of 
the 79th Legislature; and on further 
motion by the same gentleman, unner 
suspension of the rules, the resolve was 
given its two several readings without 
reference to a committee and was 
passed to be engrossed. 

The 'SPEAKER: The Chair lays be
(ore the House, the reports on the 
maximum and mlmmum length of 
lobsters. Before recess we were dis
cussing certain Hou"e amendments. 
Sennte Amendment B was not acted 
upon by the House this morning. It 
was read at the time but another paper 
accompanied it, also marked B which 
had nothing to do with it. Now is it the 
pleasure of the House, having alreadv 

adopted House Amendments A "nd C 
to adopt House Amendment B. If it Is 
desired, the Chair will read it again; 
otherwise put the vote. 
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A viva voce vote being take, House 
Amendment B was adopted. 

;\!I'. ,\UTCllELL of KittCl'Y: Mr. 
Spea!<c'r, I move that thc rules be 
>;USllPll(ic>ci and tho !Jill be given its 
third reading. 

1\11'. THOMAS of Harpswell: Mr. 
Speaker, I move that the bill with the 
amendment be indefinitely postponed. 
I have not consumed a great deal of 
the Nme of this Legislature this 
wintel' and I ask your indulgence for 
a few moments. I am opposed to this 
bill in toto, absolutely, and I will state 
my reasons to this Legislature. I 
have sat in this chair this winter and 
listened to arguments pro and con 
and in some instances at the end of 
the argument I have failed to under
stand on which side of the question 
some of the gentlemen were speak
ing. Now in order that the members 
of this House may understand the 
position which I takc on this question, 
it is necessary for me to tell you who 
I am, and where I come from. When 
I ,,'as a young boy, 13 years of age, I 
went to the city of Gloucester,-went 
fishing out of the city of Gloucester. 
I came home and went to school in 
the winter, and the following spring 
I did the same thing. I followed the 
water for 12 years previous to my 
marriage. I have sailed the coast 
from Block Island to Newfoundland. 
I do not say this in a boastful way, 
gentlemen of the Housc of Repre
sentatives, but I do it so that you can 
more fully understand that I am ac
quainted with this question before 
you today. I do it because I want 
the good people of the State of Maine 
and especially the members of the 
House of Representatives, to know 
that I understand this question that 
is before you. Now I live way down 
on the jumping-off place, down here 
in Harpswell; c10wn where I can see 
the ocean steamers from England go
ing to Portland. I have a wharf 
do,;'n there and a boat house where I 
do work. I can go out any time and 
stanc1 on the capstan of the wharf 
and sec thc fishermen when they 
come in with their nets and dispose 
of the lobsters to the smackmen. I 
can go down on the decl~ of that 
smack and see thosc lobsters. I can 

stand thore and so can the fish war
den, and so can any other man if he 
wishes to do so. Those people down 
there do their work open and above
board. Now one day some years ago, 
someone,-I do not know who,-con
ceived it e idea that in order to con
serve the lobstet·s along the coast of 
:\laine, t'lcy had to form some kind 
of an organization, and some gentle
man in my district said to someone 
else, it hi necessary for us to form a 
union. 'J'hey invited me to join that 
union, ~ll'. Sp(2)akel and gcntlenlen, 
and I gladly accepted the invitation. 
I joined :hat union. I was a member 
of that union then and I am a mem
ber of n.at union now, and may my 
right ha ld fall to my side and my 
tongue cleave to the roof of my 
mouth if ever I will go back on that 
propositi)n. Now, Mr. Speaker, what 
were the by-laws of that union? The 
by-laws' of that union were the laws 
of the Etate of Maine; and that is 
What I am here representing today, 
Mr. Speaker, on the 11001' of the House 
of Representatives. Uneducated and 
uncouth, I stand before you. I have 
no 10bstE·rs to treat the House of 
Representatives to. I am too poor to 
buy lobsters to treat the House of 
Representatives to. I have no con
stituents to come up liere when the 
House 0:' Representatives is in ses
sion and stand along side of our Hon
orable SJeaker and lobby in the 
HOllse,-Ul1]1l'8Cedcnted in the State 
of Mainc, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, 
go home to your house tonight, and 
as the shac1es of night are falling, you 
discover a man about to break and 
enter into your house. All you have 
got to d,) is to say, "Hold on there, 
mist,'r, I \-:ill go h;lCk to tlw H"u' e (f 
Representatives and get a law passed 
to make that thing legal, and then 
you can ,teal according to law." Mr. 
Speaker, that is what that bill means 
exaclly. I have been criticized and 
callcc1 the honest gentlema n from 
Harpswell. Is there any c1ishonor in 
claiming to be honest? Is there any 
dishonor in claiming that your con
stituents are hon"st? I am up here 
trying te be an honest man, to rep
resent an honest constituencv, and I 
am not ashamed of it. That bill 
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simply means this, that the House of 
Representatives is asked to make 
legal the doings of people who are 
doing their work illegally. That is 
exactly what that means. Now I say 
to you, those people that are doing 
an honest business, living up to the 
letter of the law, are you going to 
cut the cords that bind them, and let 
them go drifting down the river un
til they are stranded on the rocks of 
time,-and it will be but a very short 
time at that if this bill passes this 
Legislature. Are we here to do our 
duty? Are we here to live up ac
cording to the law, as we said we 
would do when we came here? No; 
we do the things that suit our con
venience best. It will be said on this 
floor that the Boston smacks are get
ting lobsters which Maine ought to 
have. How are they getting them? 
They are doing it by men in an ille
gal business. I am not here repre
senting the men doing an illegal 
business. I am representing men do
ing a legal business, and every deal
er on the coast of Maine knows it. 
It will be said, I have no doubt, that 
if this bill passes, you will get your 
lobsters cheaper, and you will get 
more of them. Mr. Speaker and gen
tlemen of the House of Representa
tives, as a man who knows, I say that 
thing is not a fact, and you will find it 
out to your sorrow; and if you pass 
this bill through the House of Rep
resentatives, you will repent in sack 
cloth and ashes. Mr. Speaker, I have 
been around to the members of this 
House and I depend on their honesty, 
their integrity and their uprightness 
to support me in this contention, and 
to support the laws of the State 
of -:-'faine. As I said hefore, 
when I be'came a member of that 
lobster union, I said to some 
of those people there, perhaps 
it would be well to have a banquet, 
and we had a little banquet down 
there. The people down there came 
to that banquet,-the fishermen from 
all over our town came, the young, 
the middle-aged and the old, and 
right there they took their oath to 
live up to the laws of the State of 
Maine. No doubt I will be asked here 
if I do not know of some people down 

in Harpswell who are not living up to 
the law. Mr. Speaker and gentlemen 
of the House of Representatives, how 
am I to know everything that is going 
on there? 

I do know this, and I proclaim it 
to the State of Maine today, that the 
people down there are living up to 
the letter of the law so far as I know. 
~ow, is not that enough, Mr. Speak
er? If you people that live down on 
the coast go home to your constitu
ents and say to them, let us live up 
to the laws of the State of Maine. Let 
us have a banquet. Let us get the 
people together. Let u.", ask them to 
live up to the law, and by so doing 
we will conserve the lobster industry 
of the State of Maine. Does not that 
solve the problem? Ah, Mr. Speak
er, if you pass this bill because you 
had lobsters upstairs yesterday, is 
the Heuse going to be ",,0 small as 
tha t? No, sir; the gentleman from 
Harpswell does not believe it. 

vVhy were' not the dealers up here 
:before that committee the other day 
to make known their wants? Not one 
,f the Portland dealers showed up. 
vVhy did they not come hefore this 
committe~'? Because thev thought 
the~' could do their work other
wise. But, ]\11'. Speaker and gen
tlemen, I do my work open and 
aboveboard. I say to you that I hope 
you will indefinitely postpone this 
measure, and if you do, you will per
form a duty to the State of Maine 
that you will never be ashamed of. 
I went down home the other day, and 
a man came up to me the first thing 
and ",aid: "Charles, what have you 
done with the lobster law up there?" 
I said: "It lies on the table in the 
House ()f Representatives." He said: 
"I hope that hill will never pass." 
On that steamboat I met peo
ple from Long Island, Chebeague Is
land and South HarpswelL I met 
people from Bailey's Island and from 
Orr's I~lland, and none of thooe fish
ermen ever expressed a desire to 
have a nine-inch lobster law in 
Maine. Mr. Speaker and gentlemen 
of the House of Representatives, I 
beg of you, if YOU do not do anything 
else, to vote to indefinitely postpone 
this measure. Must I go back to my 
constituents and say to them, they 



LEGISLATIVE RECORD-HOUSE. APRIL 2, 1919 1145 

passed that bill through the House 
of Representatives regardless of any
thing that I might say? T)1ey will 
ride over me roughshod. While you 
people of Portland may think you 
are going to get a lot out of it, you 
will be woefully deceived. Perhaps 
the hotel keepers can serve a small 
lobster to their guests. Mr. Speaker, 
excuse me, I have not taken up much 
of the time of this Legislature, and 
I know you will give me two or three 
more minute.",. Every time a lobster
sheds its shell, he grows an inch and 
a half in size, and if you take that 
lobster before that time comes, you 
are losing all that, and besides you 
are taking the small lobsters that 
will never mature, that never will 
hatch any young, and the lobstel" 
busine&'!' on the coast of Maine is 
going to die. And the horny-handed 
ROI1S of toil, the fishermen down on 
the coast of Maine, that voted fOl' 

me to come up here and stand for 
their rights ha \"E' got to go out of 
L usiness to pleaf.e a few people that 
want to get a bunch of money. I met 
Mr. \Villard down street in Portland 
a short time ago, and he said to me: 
"Cilarlcs, how do you stand on thi·", 
lobster law?" I said: "Mr. 'Villard, 
YOU know how I stand em it. I stand 
squarely where I always stood. I 
stand for the law as it is. I stand for 
the laws of the State of Maine." That 
is what I said to him, and that is 
what I ."ay to you. I said: " Mr. Wil
lard, d') YOLI not believe that the law 
that we ha \'e on the statute books 
today is a good law?" And he said 
to me, it is the best law that eve" 
"as on the statute books in the Stnte 
of Maine. ThAn I said: "Mr. \Vil
lard, y'm propose to repeal the best 
law Aver on the statute books, be
cause you think you cannot compete 
with Massaehu<>etts?" Ah, Mr. 
Speaker and gentlemen, I say to you 
this biil menns nothing. only de
struction nr.d death. That is all '~his 

bill m0nllS. Thoy say to you that 
Massachllsetts is getting something 
that we ought to have. Yes, Mr. 
Spenke,·. they are getting part of it 
now, and if that bill p;:wses, they ',vill 
get it all. That is the outcome of 
that bill. Mark my words. I have no 
el(,ubt but what some legal gentleman 

will ri8«' up and say that the gen
tleman From Harpswell is all wrong. 
Well, Mr. Speaker, I can go down to 
my little humble home by the sea; I 
can go IIp to my bed chamber and I 
think I can see myself turning down 
the coverlets and those <;,heets arE' 
saying to me: "Get on the outside; 
you hav,o been on the outside all win
ter, now y.)u can lie on the outside 
all summer." (Applause) 

Mr. Speaker and gentlemen of the 
House, [ will go down with the Re
vised Statutoo; I will go up to my 
little bed chamber; I will read the 
riot act to those sheets; I will open 
to page somewhere, plus something, 
blindly---I do not know what-and I 
will rea,! the riot act to those sheets 
until I bring them into subjection, 
and theLl with the ReVised Statutes 
for my pillow, I will lay myself down 
and sleEp the sweet sleep of the re
turned politician. (Applau€'8) If you 
have got to be dishonest to be a pol
itician, then, Mr. Speaker and gen
tlemen of the House, I refuse to be 
a politteian, and shall have to lay 
on the outside all summer. (Ap
plause) 

Mr. nOl'NDS of POl"t1and: Mr. 
Speaker. the gentleman from Harps
well (l\f'. Thomas) told un ahout the 
fishel'men at Long Island. Chebeague 
Island and all tbe wny down as far 
as Harpswell. l'\ow I haye not been 
connec«,d witb the lobster ImsinAss 
exactly, hut I have been approRehed 
h,' the horny-banded fishenllAIl. that 
he tells about, to Imy short 
lohsters. :'Iren of the same union 
that be refers to, have been to me 
and nsked me to break the la\,"s of 
th(' State of l\laine by bu,-ing short 
lobsters. ","ow, as the gentleman 
from Portland stated ,'esterdn,', eight 
or ten years ago, there were only 30 
smacks and eight lobster dealers in 
Doston, while todRY there are 60 
smacks 'lnd 30 lobster dealers, and in 
l'ortlRnC: today there are only two 
0.ealers, 'where a fe\v years ago there 
were 15. Gentlemen, it is time we 
were gi'ling the people of the StRte 
of :'IIain," their own. \Ve have spent 
thousands and thousnnds of dollars 
tn'ing to protect the lobsters and 
bring It em up so we could have 
lobsters to eat in Maine, and we are 
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seeing them go, not only to Massa
chusetts, but to all New England 
states but Maine. All we ask of you 
gentlemen is to give us a chance so 
we can legally see that you people 
back in the country can have a 
lobster as well as your cousins in 
Massachusetts. Now I can get all 
the lobsters I want. If I was down in 
the town of Harpswell today, where 
the gentlcman comes from, I bet I 
could buy 500 lobsters of illegal 
length. Now, gentlemen, it is time 
that when you buy a lobster to eat 
you get something besides a lobster 
that was almost dead before it was 
boiled, with the tail out straight, and 
perhaps only one claw. The Massa
chusetts people are getting the good 
lobsters. I say, let us have a law so 
we can have a few lobstcrs ourselves. 
(Applause) 

Ml'. THOMAS of Harpswell: 
Mr. Speaker, I simply wish to 
say this. I do not wish to be 
misunderstood in connection with 
this proposition. The people of 
Peaks Island are not in my district. 
I am not representing them. The 
people that I met on the boat from 
Long Islnnd and Chebeague arc not 
in my district. I simply stated what 
those people told me, that they hoped 
that this bill would not pass. If the 
gentlem<1n knows of anybody down 
in Harpswell that he can buy short 
lobst81'8 of, I do not know how he 
found it out. You can judge for 
"ourselves. r never found it out 
that way. \\'hen I say to you that I 
have not had a mess of lobsters in 
my family since I can remember, I 
tell you truth, the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth. I do not ask 
those people to break the law, and I 
cannot afford to buy the large 
lobsters, As I said before, I am a 
poor unfortunate cuss that lives down 
on the coast of Maine, and I am on 
the outside in Augusta; but will ,'ou 
please, gentlemen of the House of 
Representatives, vote to indefinitel,' 
postpone that proposition-the wor3t 
bill that was ever presented to a 
legislatllre of :\Iaine. Now go ahead, 
and (1() whnt you hnve a mind to with 
it. Cc\pplause) 

Mr. H[~CKLI~Y of South Port
land: ]\11'. Speal,cr, I think it is only 
fair to say a word. I rather dislike 

to interfere with the debate between 
these two gentlemen, but it seems to 
me this is a question of fact and not 
of theory. 'Ve know there is abso
lutely no argument about the ques
tion that at least 90 per cent of all 
the lobst.ers between nine and ten 
and one-half inches that are caught 
by the fishermen along the coast of 
:\Iaine, are kept and never get back 
into the water, and a very large per
centage go to Massachusetts. I can 
see no l'()ason, and I do not believe 
that the members of this House can 
see any g'ood reason, why lobsters 
caught on the shores of the State of 
]\Iaine between nine and ten and a 
half inches should be used exclusive
ly in the restaurants and on the 
cabaret tables of the large cities. 
vYe are entitled to some of them here 
in the State of Maine. It is a fact 
that the law of Massachusetts pro
vides for the catching and sale of the 
nine inch lobster. The New Hamp
shirc law pl'ovides for the same. The 
law of New Brunswick and the law of 
Nova Scotia provides the same, so 
that our dealers are absolutoly handi
capped and have been practically put 
out of businoss for this reason. If 
our dealers in the State of :Maine who 
have hundreds of thousands of dol
lal's invested in this busincss, desire 
to compete they must make a deal 
,,'ith Boston dealel's and buy the 
lobsters from nine to ten and one 
half inches from them and pay them 
:t bonus of several cents a pound in 
order to supply their trade in New 
YOl·k. Is it a square deal? Is it 
fa ir to the dealers? Is it fair to the 
citizens of the State of ::\Iainc? I 
sa,' it is not, and that is the reason, 
and the only reason, why the lobster 
deale]'fl in Portland have decreased 
in the last few years from 16 to two, 
and one of those denIers handles 
lohsters as a side line; only one ex
clu5ivelY dealing in lobsters. That 
is why 'the number of smacks going 

out of' Portland, engaged in the 
lohster business, have decreased. in 
round numbers, from 40 to 5; and it 
is the reason why the lobster dealers 
in Boston h,j':e increased from 6 to 
30 and their smacks from 12 to 60. 
~ow it is a question of State of 
Maine business. It is a State of 
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Maine proposition. When these 
smacks from Portland go to Nova 
Scotia to buy lobsters, the dealers 
say, if we are going to cull these 
lobsters for you, and sell you only 
from ten and one half inches up, you 
have got to pay us five, six or seven 
cents a pound more than we charge 
the Boston dealer, because he gets 
them down to nine inches. Is that 
treating our own dealers right? You 
all know that you can g-o to Boston 
today and you can get broiled, live 
lobstet, for fifty cents; and you pay 
$1.75 in the State of Maine for one, 
and you get a State of Maine lobster 
in Boston. It is not a square deal. 
I predict that if this Legislature 
passes a nine inch ]a\v, :\lassachu
setts, in order to do business, and I 
am referring to dealers of course, 
inside of two years will change the 
law and make a ten and one half inch 
law with us. That is what we could 
force them to do, but as long as we 
keep a ten and one half inch law, 
we cannot get them to do it. It is a 
business proposition for them to do 
otherwise. 'l'wo years cannot hurt 
the State of Maine. Let us try it out 
and see what happens, and then we 
will know two years from now just 
what to do. 

1\11' .. TOIlDAN of Cape Elizabeth: 
1\11'. Speakel', I was appointed on the 
se~, and shore fisheries committ,,,, 
and I guess the committee found out 
that T knew very little about it, but 
the onc thing that I ha YC ta lked in 
the committee in season nIHl out is 
changing' the lobster law to nine 
inches, The gentleman from Ha] ps
\\'ell, ::\11'. Thomas, has spoken about 
\\'h,' the dealers from Portlan,l did 
not come before the committee in 
favor of this bill. They were op
posed to the bill as presented by the 
committe'e, They w"I'e opposed (0 

thc double gauge la w, but I think 
thC'~' had some aSSUl'ance fl'on1 SCHl1E' 

of the committee, I among one of 
them, that we would try and get the 
nin!' inch law. That is the reas:lIl 
wll:-" they did not ('ome, He :tlso 1'8-

ferI'ed to the dealers from Portland 
as being ]'(,sponsihle for (he lobsters 
\\'e had he]'e. I think tl10 gentleman 
from POl't1:tnd, 1\11', Hounds, nnd per
haps myself included had as much to 
do with it as the deal .. rs in \'ortland, 

and I dD not think we are ashamed 
of it. I think there is one big thing 
here that has not been touched on at 
all, and that is the economical part 
of the proposition. It looks to me as 
though it would save this State from 
$30,000 to $40,000 in money to cut out 
the patrol boats and the wardens, I 
have been told, since I came here, 
that last year they had two patrol 
boats and one of them was specially 
assigned to chase these so - called 
Boston ~;macks, and shc chased them 
all sumr'ler and never caught one. 
rt cost $5,000 or $6,000 for just this 
one boat. I do not see why we 
should 1,ot eliminate that expense 
and conform to the laws of :'IIassa
chusetts, 

The SPEAKER: The question be
fore the House is the motion of the 
gentleman from Harpswell, Mr. 
Thomas, that the bill bc indefinitely 
postpon(:d. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion hat the bill be indefinitely 
postponed, was lost, 

The SPEAKER: It recurs to the 
motion )f the gentleman from Kit
tery, 1\II, Mitchell, tha t thc bill be 
giYen it,: third I'eading. 

Thereupon the bill recei\"ed its 
third reading and was passed to be 
engl'os:-sed, as Hlnended hy House 
Amendrr ents A, D and C. 

The Chair lays lwfol'e the HOLlse, 
majority ]'eport, ought not to pass, 
minority report, ought to pass, of 
committne on sea and shore fisheries 
on bill, .~n ,\ct to establish the legal 
length cf lobsters in YOl'k count.y, 
House Document Ko, 73, tablcd 
earlier il the session. 

Mr. ,nLLIA1\IS of 'Wells: 1\rr. 
Speaker, there is no particular rea
son just at present 'why this bill is on 
the ('"Ienda]', If it wnuW not 11l81w 
an," pal'tic1l1ar diffcl'cnce, I \\"ould 
like to have this tabled again to be 
j'lken Hr' ~ome time (olllorro\\". 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
bill \\'as rp- tabled and sjlPcial1y as
signed for tomorro,,~. 

Th" Chair lays befol'c the House, 
hill. An Act relnting to the \yater 
suppl,' of Bonthba,' Harbol', House 
Docllme],t "0, 463, tabled by the gen-
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tIeman from Houlton, J\fr. Barnes, 
pending concurrence. 

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr. 
Speaker, may I inquire what the ac
tion of the Senate was? 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
state that this bill was passed to be 
engrossed by the House and the 
Senate non-concurred in the action 
and accepted the report, ought not to 
pass. 

Mr. Barnes of Houlton moved that 
the vote be reconsidered wherebv 
this bill was passed to be engrossed. 

The motion was lost. 
On motion by Mr. Perkins of 

Boothbay Harbor, the House voted to 
insist on its former action and ask 
for a committee of conference. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will ap
point the committee a little later. 

The Chair lays berore the House, 
bill, An Act relating to indexes in 
registries of deeds, Senate Document 
No. 252, tabled b~' the gentleman 
from Houlton, ::\Tr. Barnes, pending 
concurrence. 

lVIr. BAHNES of Houlton: J\Ja:, I 
inquire, J\lr. Speakel', as to the 
situa tion of the bill? 

The SPEA KEH: The papers came 
from the Senate with thl' report, 
ought to pass. in new draft, accept
ed; and later the Senate indefinitely 
postponed the bill, in which situation 
it comes to the House. 

On motion by 1\11'. Barnes of H oul
ton, the House yoted to concur with 
the Senate in thc indefinite postpone
ment of the bill and the report. 

The Chair lays before the House, 
11ill, An Act relating to the appoint
ment of assistants and deputies to 
the attorney general, Senate Docu
ment No. 251. tahled lJ~' the gentle
man from Xorth Anson, ::\fl·. HolJey, 
pending third reading. 

On motion by ::\11'. Holle~' of North 
Anson, the bill received its third 
reading and was passed to be en
grossed in concurrence with the Sen
ate. 

The Chair la~'s befol'e the House, 
bill, An Act relating to the fees of 
sheriffs and their deputies, House 
Document No. 452 tabled by the gen-

t1eman from Houlton, Mr. Barnes, 
pending third reading. 

Mr. BAHNES of Houlton: Mr. 
Speaker, I tabled this bill awaiting 
agreement by the Cumberland county 
delegation upon an amendment. 

Mr. HIKCKLEY of South Port
land: Mr. Speaker, I have an amend
ment which I wish to offer. 

The SPEAKE~: The gentleman 
from South Portland presents the 
following amendment: 

House Amendment B 
House Bill No. 452 is amended by 

inserting after the word "sheriff" in 
the first line of the twenty-third par
agraph, the following words: 'and 
court messengers.''' 

::\'11'. HIKCKLEY: ::\11'. Speaker, I 
,viii ju:;t explain that there was some 
question in our minds whether the 
word:; "cou rt officers" applied to 
court me:;sengers, and these words 
are added so that court messengers 
can go in as court officers. 

A viva voce vote being taken, 
House A rnendment B to House Docu
ment No. 452 was adopted. 

Mr. ItO\\'ELL of South Thomas
ton: J\TT'. Speaker, I wish to offer 
AmendmEmt C. This simply includes 
the words "Knox county." 

The SI'EAKEH: The gentleman 
from South Thomaston: J\Tl·. Howell, 
present the following amendment: 

House Amendment C 
Said ad is hereby further amend

ed by insel'ting after the word "Ken
nebec," as appears in line 2 of the 
first paragraph commencing on page 
6, in House Document number 452, 
the word 'Knox;' so that said section 
as amended shall read: 

'Every deputy sheriff in Andros
coggin, Aroostook, Cumberland, Ken
nebec, Knox, Penobscot, Piscataquis, 
Sagadahoc, Somerset, or York county 
while in attendance upon the su
preme judicial court or the superior 
court in their several counties shall 
receive for said attendance and serv
ke four dollars a day; and in all oth
er counties of the State a deputy 
sheriff so serving shall receive for 
such attendance and service three 
dollars a day, and the sheriff at its 
opening, shall present to the court, a 
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list of the officers attending, with a 
statement of the duties of each, and 
the court shall determine the number 
necessary, and disallow charges for 
others.' 

Is it the pleasure of the House to 
adopt House Amendment C? 

A viva voce vote being taken, 
House Amendment C was adopted. 

Mr. MURCHIE of Calais: I offer 
House Amendment D. 

The SPEAKETI: The gentleman 
from Calais, Mr. Murchie, prescnts 
House Amendment D to House Docu
ment No. 452, as follows: 

"Amend House Document No. 452 
by inserting after the word 'Waldo' in 
said bill as amended by House 
Amendment A, the word 'Washing
ton.' " 

Is it the pleasure of the House to 
adopt the amendment? 

A viva voce vote being taken, 
House Amendment C was adopted. 

On motion by Mr. Hinckley of 
South Portland, the bill rcceived its 
third reading and was passed to be 
engrossed as amended by House 
Amendments A, B, C and D. 

The Chair lays before the House 
bill an Act to incorporate the Western 
Maine Branch of the 'Voman's Board 
of Missions, Senate Document No. 
281,' tabled by Mr. Barnes of Houlton, 
pending third reading. 

Mr. BARNES: Mr. Speaker, I yield 
to the gentleman from Portland, Mr. 
Wilson. 

On motion by Mr. 'Vilson the bill 
received its third reading and was 
passed to be engrossed. 

The Chair lays before the House 
bill an Act relative to unclaimed 
shares or estates in any savings 
bank or like institution deposited by 
direction of the probate court, House 
Document No. 520, tabled by Mr. Pike 
of Eastport, pending commitment to 
committee on bills in third reading. 

lVIr. PIKE: I offer House amend
ment A and move its adoption. 

House amendment A to House Doc
ument No. 520. 

House Document 520 
amended by striking out 

is hereby 
the word 

"may" iT. the eighth line in Section 
one and inserting therein the word 
"shall," 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
House voted to adopt House amend
ment A. On further motion by Mr. 
Pike, thE' rules were suspended and 
the bill .,iven its third reading and 
passed to be engrossed as amended 
by House amendment A. 

The Chair lays before the House 
bill an Act relating to Sea and Shore 
Fisheries. House Document No. 517, 
tabled b;r Mr. Perkins of Boothbay 
Harbor, pending second reading. 

Mr. FEmKINS: Mr. Speaker and 
gentleme 1. of the House: This bill 
is a bill which requires "every person, 
firm or eorporation who during the 
precedin§' calendar year engaged in 
the business of fishing in the tidal 
waters of the State shall on or before 
the first day of February of each year 
register his or its name and address 
with the Commission of Sea and 
Shore Fisheries. Such person, firm 
or COrpOl"'ltion shall also between the 
first and fifteenth day of each month 
file with the commission a report 
stating SL ch facts within their knowl
edge concerning this industry, in
cluding their own partiCipation there
in as may be required by the com
mission." This is under a penalty of 
a fine of from five to ten dollars. 

I move, Mr. Speaker, that this bill 
be indefinitely postponed for the rea
son that the people along the coast of 
lVlaine arE in no mood at the present 
time for any more regulatory stat
utes. This statute, as I interpret it, 
requires <,very fisherman to register 
with this Department of Sea and 
Shore FiE heries and make a report 
once a m)nth between the first and 
fifteenth cays thereof-make a report 
of all the fish they have caught, or of 
such thin"s as may be required by 
the commission. Those of you who 
know the coast of Maine and these 
hardy men of ours who fish along our 
coast, kno w that they cannot take 
with therr. a stenographer and keep 
track of Dll the fish that they catch 
and make up this report. A great 
many wOe ld be absolutely unable to 
do it and they would be unwilling to 
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do it. If the object is to obtain sta
tistics for the department, I most re
spectfully suggest that by going 
around where the product is sold 
along the coast of Maine, much more 
reliable statistics can be obtained 
than in this manner; because the 
fishermen if they are compelled to 
make this report will have to make it 
by guesswork at the end of the month. 
I believe that the law is unnecessary 
and works a hardship on the fisher
men, and I move its indefinite post
ponement. 

A viva voce vote being taken the 
bill was indefinitely postponed. 

The Chair lays before the House 
bill An Act fixing the salaries of the 
probation officers and t.he assistant 
probation officer for the county of 
Cumberland, Hou€'e Document No. 
513, tabled by Mr. Rounds of Port
land. pending second reading. 

On motion by Mr. Rounds, the bill 
received its second reading; and on 
further motion by the same gentle
man the bill was given its third read
ing under suspension of the rules and 
passed to be engrossed. 

The Chair lays before the Hou_ 
bill An Act to create a commission ot 
sea and shore fisheries, House Docu
ment No. 437, tabled by Mr. Perkins 
of Boothbay Harbor, pending com
mitment to committee on bills in 
third reading. 

Mr. PERKINS: Mr. Speaker, this 
bill is a bill to increase the salary 
of one member of the commission of 
sea and shore fisheries, five dollars 
Per diem to $4,000 a year. Two years 
ago this commission was created 
with the director receiving $2,000, 
and three members were to act in 
an advisory capacity to receive $5.00 
per diem and actual expenses. 
This bill purports to give one man, to 
be designated by the governor as 
chairman, the salary of $4,000 per 
year, the other two advisory me::n
beroS! receiving $5.00 per diem and act
ual expenses. That is more salary 
than is paid any other head of de
partment in this State House, I 
think; and. Mr. Speaker,. I move you 
that this bill be indefinitely post
poned. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
bill was indefinitely postponed. 

The Chair lays before the House 
bill An Act relative to compensation 
of judges of probate, House Docu
ment No. 507, tabled by Mr. Lanpher 
of Sebec, pending second reading. 

Mr. LANPHER: Mr. Speaker, this 
bill and the next bill on the calendar, 
House Document 508, go together; 
and these bills provide that the sal
aries of registers and judges of pro
bate in the several counties shall 
hereafter be paid from the state 
treasurer instead of by the several 
counties as at proolent. The propon
ents of this bill have in mind the 
fact that the probate offices in the 
several counties are bringing into the 
state treasllry ever,', e,n thuLlsands of 
dollars in the form of inheritance 
taxes, and that therefore the state 
should pay their salaries instead of 
the countie-£', and I am in favor of 
that proposition. It seems reason
able and just to relieve a county of 
such an expense while the state is de
riving so much benefit from their 
offices. If that can be done without 
interfering with our budget and our 
financial program, I am heartily in 
fa vor of doing it. I now yield to the 
gentleman from North Anson, Mr. 
Holley, who will speak on the sub
ject. 

Mr. HOLLEY: Mr. Speaker and 
gentlemen: The time seems to have 
come when it is necoosary to teU 
you the truth and nothing else. We 
may as well face the financial SIt
uation today as tomorrow. 'Ve made 
up a budget and we have lived up 
to it vel',' close\:,. '1'l1e]'(' has heen, 
however, several things get by which 
it seemed absolutely necessary to let 
by; and only yesterday the governor 
signed the banking bill which took 
away from the budget committee 
nearly $100,000 or more than $60,000 
at least of our estimated income. 
With the thing", that you have passed 
outside the budget, we have had an 
enormous task to keep within our 
seven mill rate. Then yesterday there 
was this reduction in the income be
cause of the banking law. We just 
had to scrape the bottom of the 
flour barrel, and I say to you now, 
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gentlemen, that there is nothing left, 
and if you pass this bill, your ap
propriation committee will not be re
sponsible, becau€'e we cannot take 
care of it. Thi~ will create an in
creased expense of approximately 
$68,000 in the two years. The argu
ment has been advanced that that 
will be more than overcome from ;n
heritance taxes. That may be trup., 
but I want to call your attention to 
the fact that in the budget we have 
already estimated an increase of 
$71,000 in the two years on. the in
heritance tax, and we have spent it 
too, If thiS bill passes here today, 
while I han' no objection to it from a 
personal "'tandpoi~t, yet I think it 
is no more than right that you 
should know if this bill passes here 
today that your appropriation com
mittee will feel that they must add 
it to the t>lX rate, and the tax bill lS 
being drawn this afternoon. 

]\fl'. CO:'-JA l-tY of Buclzsport: ]\fl'. 

Speaker. I offer House Amendment A 
to House bill 507 and move its adop
tion, 

House Amendment A to House Bill 
507. 

Amend by striking out the whole of 
>£'aid bill after the enacting clause. 
and substituting in place thereof the 
following: 

Sec. 1, The salaries of the judges 
of probate of the several counties 
shall be paid in equal monthly pay
ments from the state treasury on the 
last day of each month. 

Sec. 2. ,\11 acts :md parts nf acts 
in('onsistent with the provi€lions of 
this act nre hereby repealed. 

lVIr. COKAHY: Mr. Speaker, the 
situation is this: The salaries .Jf 
the se"eml judges of probate and 
registers of probate are now paid by 
their counties. The respective coun
ties are turning into the state treas
ury (lver $200,000 a ~'ear in inherit-
2nce taxe.". We do not want to 
touch tIle budget system at all. This 
camo >lIang at the hearing of the ju
diciary committee and a great many 
appe>lred against it; but when the 
hearing came around they found out 
what the bill was and they all with
drew their objections. There was no 
one opposed at the time of the hear-

ing, and it was reported out of tlte 
committee, ought to pass unanimous
ly. Ncw the inheritance taxes are 
cc.ming in each year on the increase, 
and I will say that from my county 
alone this year we will pay one in
heritan~e tax of over $70,000, and 
that will more than take care of the 
salarie-'" mentioned by the budget 
committee for the next two Years. 
The principle is right, and I think, 
gentlemen, that we have a reputa
tion th: s winter for voting for what 
we think is right. I hope the amend
ment will be adopted. 

lVIr. HOLLEY: Mr. Speaker, if in 
order, I move the indefinite postpone
ment of the bills. 

The fiPEAKER: Does the gentle
man from North Anson (Mr. Holley) 
wish his motion to apply to the 
amendment and the bill? 

Mr. HOLLEY: I do, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. HINCKLEY of South Portland: 
Mr. Speaker, without discussing the 
merits of this bill, it seem>£' to me' 
that He statements made by our 
chairmrl1 of the appropriations com
mittee would he sufficient for this 
House. These matters have been left 
in the hands of our appropriations 
committee to work out a tax bill not 
exceeding seven mills, and he re
ports to us that if thi,,' goes through, 
it will mean more than that. Now 
having in mind further that the 
county estimates are all in,-the 
county estimates provide for the 
paymenr. in every county in this state 
of the "egistel's of probate and the 
judges ,)f probate; and it seems to 
me there can be no reason why. ~"t 
this latn stage. a bill should be en
acted p-oviding that the <'late shall 
pay the salaries of these officers. I 
certain I:! hope that these bills will 
not hecnme a law for the two rea-
F(\nS stnted. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion to indefinitely postpone the 
amendment and the bill prevailed. 

:vTI·. CO NARY of Bucksport: Ml. 
Speaker. the next bill, House Docu
ment No. 508, An Act relative to the 
compensation of registers of probate, 
I move that that be indefinitely post
poned. 
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A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion to indefinitely postpone pre
vailed. 

The Chair laY<!l before the House, 
House Amendment A to bill An Act 
relating to the observanCe of Sun
day, tabled by Mr. Rounds of Port
land, pending commitment to com·· 
mittee ·on bills in third reading. 

Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, we have in Portland-and I 
suppose other cities in the state have 
them-people who work six days 01lt 
of the week. I was going to have Itn 
amendment prepared to this bill, hut 
I have not done so. No doubt there 
will be one prepared in the Senate, 
so I will not stop the bill here. I 
do want to say, gentlemen of the 
House, that thi& bill is very drastic. 
It was drawn by a few cranks in 
this state and has been put in here. 
I think we have law enough as it is. 
We do not want to go back to the 
Puritanical days that we used to 
have where everybody went to church 
on Sunday. Down in the City where 
they work for a living they have 
hand concerts. Even the city of 
Portland is furnishing music against 
the laws of the state every yeDr 
having hand concert", and most of us 
who huve automobiles talte a ride on 
SundaY,-not to church, but a pleas
ure ride, and therefore you are 
breaking the law. I for one perhaps 
like to break the law. I like to ride 
and I like to see folks enjoy them
selves. Perhaps we can afford to pay 
ten dollars, but when you come to 
pay one hundred dollars it is getting 
a little bit expensive. Therefore, 1 
move that the bill be indefinitely 
postponed. 

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr. 
Speaker, House Document No. 527 is 
under discu&9ion, and that Documen~ 
changes the Statute of Maine only 
to this extent: The Statute as it now 
stands punishes those who break its 
provisions by a fine not exceeding 
ten dollars. The amendment provide€! 
that a person who breaks the pro
visions of Section 35. on conviction 
may be punished by a fine not ex
ceeding one hundred dollars. It also 
provides that the Municipal Courts 

and trial justices shall have juris
diction under the section. 

There have come into Maine with
in the last generation men who on 
the Lord's Day, for gain and profit 
carryon entertainment€! of such 
sort that the noise and confusion 
caused by them is disagreeable to 
those who do not profit thereby; and, 
if I am correctly informed, thid 
amendment is Suggested because it 
is possible that they will, in spite 
of the law, when arrested, pay It 

fine of ten dollar<!l or less, since 
their business is so profitable that 
they can easily afford to do that. It 
seems to me that that is argument 
enough to cause us to enact this 
Statute. 

Mr. ALLAN of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, I have not troubled the gen
tlemen of the House very much late
lyon account of my voice perhaps; 
but I do want to speak for a mo
ment on this little law that seem" 
to produce so much consternation. 
While I am not the father of this 
law, I introduced it and endorsed it, 
and am in favor of its passage. As 
the gentleman from Houlton (Mr. 
Barnes) has said, it does not change 
the State law in regard to Sunday 
amusements in any particular what
ever. Whatever that IfLW now is, it 
will ,8'0 remain, and it will not be 
enforced iIi any different manner in 
the future than it has been in the past. 
I know you all believe in local self
government. Why this may not ap
ply to you, it may apply to me; it 
may apply to the conditions under 
which I live. The purpose of the bill 
is to strike those cases where peo
ple from outside our State that 
come into our watering places and 
establish games and amusement-s- for 
gain only·~that 'He "cry noisy and 
troublesome. I need not go into the 
particular case that I have in mind, 
but in that particular case when en
forcement was attempted, they paid 
their fine of ten dollars, and the next 
Sunday ·when t11e arrest was made, 
they paid a fine of ten dollars 'lnd 
so on. vVe do· not want it. It only 
stopped when the Governor of our 
State threatened to use the entire 
power of the State, coupled with the 
aid of the good sheriff of York coun-
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ty, to €<top these infringements of the 
law. I cannot believe for a moment 
that you gentlemen will be willing 
to go on record as saying that we 
do not favor in such cases as this the 
enforcement of the law, at least if 
the public sentiment of the commu
nity demands it. I hope the bill will 
not be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. ROU~DS: Mr. Speaker, I 
would ask tbe gentleman from Port
land (Mr. Allan) one question 
through the Chair. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Portland, Mr. Rounds, may 
make the inquiry. 

Mr. ROUNDS: I would like to ask 
the gentleman (Mr. Allan) if he is 
willing to eut out that word "travel" 
in there. 

The SPF~AKER: The gentieman 
from Portland, Mr. Allan, may 
swer through the Chair. 

Mr. ALLAN: Mr. Speaker, .,,00 far 
as I am personally concerned, I have 
no objection if the gentleman want" 
the word "travel" cut out. I will 
admit to you as I admitted to the 
committee at the hearing on thiH 
bill that I probably violate the 
Sunday law in this particular as 
much as anybody else. I do like 
to go to church Sunday morn
ing, but I do like to to to Old 
Orchard Sunday afternoon and alsQ 
Sunday evening; but I will say this, 
tha t the noise of the roller coastei' 
and its accompaniments that is 
now run at Old Orcharu is obnox
ious, not only to the people who go 
there from Portland, but to everY'Jne 
within a radius of a half mile, :lnrl 
it should be stopped and that is ~he 
purpose of the bill. 

Mr. nOUXDS: 1\11'. Speaker and 
gentlemen of the Honse: I want to 
sa,' this. I am not defending Old Or
ehal'd nncl r h""" not Old O]'(;hanl in 
my mind; but it seems that the gentle
man f!'Om Portlnnd (Mr. Allnn) likes 
to l'lm ant to Old Orehaxd on Sunday 
and ]n'pak the law, although he is a 
law-a hiding citizen. I would like to 
,"ee this nmendmont mndc here as to 
travel n nd band concerts, so that the 
ri1\' of Portland will not he a violator 
of the law and so that the gentleman 
fl'Om Portland, being one of the vio-

latOl's, can go out to Old Orchard and 
see them run down on the roller 
coastel', for which he thinks they 
should pay one hundred dollars. He 
says he likes to go, but he goes to 
church on Sunday rnorning. In the 
afterne,on and evening, however, he 
likes t,) go to Old Orchard. 'rhere
fore, r move that it be tabled until I 
can make an amendment so tha t he 
can go to Old Orchard without bl'eak
ing thE law, sce them ride on the roll
er coaster and go to camp mEeting 
and hear them holler for prohibition. 
(Laughter and applause.) 

The SPEAKER: Docs the gentle
man from Portland (Mr. Rounds) 
withdr'tw his motion to indefinitely 
postpone? 

:\Ir. ftOUKDS: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKEH: Is it the pleasure 

of the HOllse that the bill be laid on 
the table for amendment? 

Tho motion by Mr. Rounds to table 
prevailed. 

The Chair lays before the House 
bill An Act relating to inspection of 
creamEries, cheese factories, condens
aries 0 ~ receiving stations for milk or 
cream, Senate Document No. 104, 
tabled by Mr. Storm of New Sweden, 
pendin" passage to be enacted. 

On r~otion hy Mr. Storm, the bill 
was pa ssed to be tnacted. 

The Chair lays before the House 
report of committee on taxation, 
ought lIOt to pass, on bill An Aet es
tablish ng a uniform tax on certain 
personal property, House Document 
No. 43i, tabled by Mr. Pike of East
port, p 3nding acceptance of report 
and sp.~cially assigned for today. 

:\11'. PIKE: ]\[r. Speaker: I move 
1 he su1: stitution of the bill for the re
port. [am going to move that when 
the vote is tnken it be taken h,' the 
yeas alld nays. In order tl1nt T mny 
not speak with my back to half of the 
membe ~s of the House, I ask permis
sion at this time to stand in front of 
the me:nbers. 

The :5PEAKER: The HOllse gnmts 
the pri vilege and the gentleman may 
take his position in front of the 
House. 

Mr. PIKE: Mr. Speaker and 
gentlemen of the House: \\-e are 
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nearing the end of this Legislature 
without having passed one single 
measure which in a large way wiII 
benefit the people of Maine, \Ve have 
passed a great deal of legislaUon of 
minor imp'lI'tanee, \Ye have increased 
the salariC's of many of our county 
and State officers, but I challenge you 
to show me Olle single law that in a 
large way benefits our people, 

The message that I bring to you to
day, gentlemen, has to do with the 
sovereign power of taxation, I de
sire to preface my remarks upon this 
measure by hriefly stating to you the 
histot'Y of that part of our Constitu
tion as now amended whieh gives the 
Legislature of l\laine authority to 
enact such a law as I propose. 

From 1820, the yeat· in which our 
Constitution- was ndopted, down to 
thc year 1915, it contained a section 
in reference to taxation which reads 
as follows: "All taxes upon rcal and 
personal property assessed h~- au
thoritv of this State shall be appor
tioned and assessed equally according 
to the just value thereof." 

In the early years of the history 
of our State, cHaine had not the large 
business financial interests which it 
has toda~-. It had a very small per
centage of the intangible wealth 
which it now has; but as the years 
progressed and the intangible wealth 
of our State inct'eased to a point 
where today in my judgment it is 
one-third of the wcalth of our State, 
so that a sentiment began to be 
aroused in our State for some pro
vision to tax cash, stocks and bonds 
and other evidences of wealth in a 
manner which would do no injustice, 
bccause, as you will see, under the 
provision of the Constitution which I 
have read, all property, whether it be 
real estate or intangible property, 
had to be taxed at an equal rate. The 
tax of two and one-half per cent, 
which is the average rate in Maine 
today upon real estate, you had to 
apply to a stock worth one hundred 
dollars and produce it at four per 
cent dividend taking two-thirds of it 
for taxation ~urposes. The injustice 
of that readily appeals to all of you. 
The sentiment to have our Constitu
tion changed in order that we might 
reach that class of property, culml-

nated in the Legislature of 1913, when 
a resolve was introduced to amend 
our Constitution. A full hearing was 
giYcn before the committee, and the 
following amendment was reported 
ought to pass. 

"The Legislature shall have power 
to classify property for purposes of 
taxation, and all taxes assessed by 
authol'ity of the State upon property 
of lil,e classification shall be appor
tioned and assessed equally accord
ing to the Just value thet'coL" 

A resolve containing that amend
ment was submitted to the Legisla
ture of 1al3. In the Senate of that 
Legislature this resolve had passed 
to be enacted when a distinguished 
senator from one of our counties. a 
member of the banl{s and banking 
committee, arose in his seat and of
fered an amendment striking out the 
provision I have just named and in
s(erting the following: 

"All taxes assessed upon real and 
personal (:state, assessed by author
ity or this State shall be apportioned 
and assessed equally according to 
the ,illst value thet'eof; but the Legis
latut·c· shall have power to levy a tax 
upon intangible personal property at 
such rate as it deems wise and 
equitable without regard to the rate 
applied to other classes of property." 

The purpose of that amendment 
was simply this: That you must tax 
intangible property at a certain pa
cific rate; that is, you could not tax 
bonds at a four mill rate, and stocks 
at a three mill rate, but the rate must 
be equal. The resolve further pro
vided that the amendment when it 
passed should be reported to the Leg
islature and the Legislature should 
declare the vote. The amendment in 
the form that I have stated, offered 
in the closing days of that Legisla
ture hurriedly, as many amendments 
have been adopted in this House of 
late, so that now that is the Constitu
tional law of our State under which 
we are acting. 

It has been the custom and the 
practice for an amendment to the 
constitution, after it has been adopted 
by the people, to be declared by the 
Governor, and had that resolve been 
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declared by the Governor, it would 
ha ve been in effect on the first day of 
January, 1913, and that Legislature 
would have then had authority to 
pass legislation under it. Do you see, 
gentlemen, the hand of special privi
lege that worked that amendment 
through so that the Legislature of 
1913 could take no action whatever 
under it because it had not been de
clared,! A resolution was introduced 
into that legislature to decla1·e the 
vote which was signed by Govcrnor 
em·tis on the 31st clay of l\la1·ch, 1913 
-1 think the last day 01· nearly the 
last one of that Lccgislature-so that 
these great interests by manipulating 
that resolve got by one Legislature 
neatly and completely. 

I have just made reference to the 
resolve of the 1913 Legislature. I 
want to correct that by stating that 
that resolve was submitted to the 
people in the 1913 Legislature, and 
adopted by a vote of two to one, and 
then it came to the 1915 Legislature, 
and was approved finally as I have 
spoken. Now, gentlemen, I desire to 
call your attention to Section one of 
this bill, House Document 438, as fol
lows: 

"Personal property of the classes 
hereinafter enumerated, belonging to 
the inhabitants of this State, is here
by exempted from all taxation other 
than that imposed by this act, and 
shall hereafter be subject to an an
nual tax of three mills on each dollar 
of a fair cash value thereof, viz: 
money on hand, on deposit, or at in
terest, and other debts due the per
son to be taxed more than they are 
owing, public stocks and securities, 
all stocks, bonds, loans secured for 
mortgages on real estate situated in 
this State, and notes or other eviden
ces of indebtedness, of all corpora
tions within or without the State, but 
nothing in this act shall be so con
strued as to apply to any property 
previously exempted from taxation by 
the laws of this State excepting loans 
secured by mortgages on real estate 
situated in this State." 

To make that meaning clear, I 
should like to have it read, "To apply 
to any property now exempt from 
taxation by the laws of this State." 

Now Soction two. "Nothing in this 
act shall be so construed as to affect 
the men ocl now in usc for the taxa
tion of savings bank and trust com
panies and the provisions of existing 
law for the return and taxation of 
shares cf bank Or other stock not 
otherwis,j exempt, held by persons re
siding OL t of the State, or whose res
idence it, unknown to the assessors, 
shall remain in force, but the rate 
shall be as provided in Section one 
of this act." 

This Lill, gentlemen, is not intended to 
tax any bank stock or sa vmgs in the 
savings banks or trust comjJanies which 
are now taxed under existmg law. 

A few <lays ago we had a very inter
esting and somewhat spirited hearing 
before tile taxation committee of till., 
Legislature, and there came here the 
representatives of the wealth of this 
great State to oppose this tax measure, 
the sam" as they have opposed it in 
every legislature for 25 years past; and 
let me say here, gentlemen, that capital 
knows no pOlitical parties; it seeks 
protection from any party who will give 
it. At that hearing there came here 
prominent men of both political parties 
to oppose this. I desire to call your at
tention at this time, gentlemen of the 
House, tc, some of the objections and to 
the argur~ents that were offered against 
it. The proceedings were opened by that 
distinguif,hed citizen of Augusta, Hon_ 
orable Charles S. Hichborn, who served 
as toastmaster. He in a speech said 
that he had watched for 25 years these 
bills corr e before a Maine legislature, 
coming into the front door with a blare 
of trumpets and being kicked out of 
the back door to the place of the unre
generate and unredeemed. I perfectly 
agreed with him up to that point. He 
said that this measure was introduced 
in the dying hours of the Maine legis
lature in the hope that it would escape 
the eagle eye of the taxation committee. 
We then introduced a distinguished 
member of my own party, ex-Governor 
Curtis, a gentleman for whom I have 
the highest respect, but with whom I do 
not agre~ upon this proposition. He 
said that the tax money, and other 
evldencef: of wealth in this bill, was 
Bolshevlf,m, and I say to you, gentle-
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men, that if it is Bolshevism to tax one
third of the State that has escaped tax
ation for all these years, then I am a 
Bolshevist. 

Then there was introduced a for
mer distinguished senator from Pe
nolMcot county-,introduced as the 
gray eagle of Penobscot-and he got 
up and said that the taxation law as 
laid down in the Statute book WeLS 

the law that he wanted; that it Jon
tained all the law that was neces
sary; that the local assessors had 
the authority to assess all this prop
erty, but there wa& no necessity lor 
such a law. True, we have such a 
law, but does it appcal to your com
mon sense and to your sense of jus
tice that intangible property, that a 
l',.tock bearing a four per cent divi
dend, should be assessed under the 
Jaw as it now is in the Statute bool{ 
at a two and a half per cent rate of 
taxation, which is the local rate in 
Maine? Of cour&e you do not. It is 
apparent to you that that rate of 
taxation silould be imposed upon 
that security, taking away more than 
half of its income. He said that hc 
represented 30,000 people of the .city 
of Bangor, and when I asked him 
where his crederitials were he said 
right here (indicating); but he did 
not show any credentials. He came 
here at the bchest of the banking in
terests of that city to oppose this 
bill and I have a etenographic report 
of every word that he said. He of
fered not one single argument that 
would appeal to your common sen~e 
why this law should not be enacted. 
Then there was introduced a distin
guished gentleman from Rockland, 
Mr. Arthur Littlefield, and he said 
that if this law passed, it would 
bankrupt the city of Rockland. WhY, 
gentlemen, that would be the last 
thing I should want to do, because 
when this Legi."lature adjourns I ~m 
going into the city of Rockland to 
make my home. I assure you I would 
not want to ':Je sponsor for a piece of 
legislation that was going to bani{
rupt that good city. He said he rep
resented the mayor and city gov
ernment of that city, and that oc
curred to me to be strange because 
it was the first time in my life that 
I knew Mr. Littlefield to be the at-

torney for the Democratic party. It 
was further still strange to me be
cause I knew that the mayor and al
dermen of the city of Rockland had 
no authority to appropriate or rai.;cIG 
money to pay him, and he did not 
come down liere fol' his health. He 
actually represented the banking in
ter'ests of that city, and he was here 
to oppose that bill in their interest, 
and wl1at was his argument? 

I quoted from the tax commission
er's repol't or the report of the Tax 
Commission appointed by Governor 
Milliken, in which I referred to the 
taxation of other stocks in Knox 
county to the amount of $61,000, I 
think. HE: immediately grabbed th.CLt 
point, and maCie his whole argument 
upon it. He €'aid there were $350,000 
of bank stock being taxed in the eity 
of Rockland at the local rate, ,.nd 
probably $50,000 or $500,OCO in Knox 
county taxed at the local rate. He 
said that if this bill should become 
law it would bankrupt the City of 
Rockland. Nothing can be further 
from the fact than such statements. 
This bill is not intended to tax a sln
gle share of bank stock, and if any 
member of this HouEe can argue that 
it does, then I want it amended ~ 0 

that it will not. Not a single .",hare 
of bank stock is taxable under this 
bill. Mr. Littlefield, in reference to 
this matter, started with a false 
premise. He reached a false conclu
sion, and clid not touch this bill 'lny
where. I think that is a sufficient all
f'wer to Mr. Littlefield's argument. 
Ex-Governor Curtis said that mon
ey wa." not property. and to cnll it 
property wns Dolsh,",·ism. I p1nce 
against his judgment a dozen lines 
from the opinion of Chief .Justice 
Brewer of the United States supreme 
court. He says: "In the complex civ
ilization of to clay, a large portion 
of the wealth of a community con
siRts of intnngible property. To ;g
nore this intangible property or to 
hold it not suh,iect to tnxatinn "t 
it." accepted value is to eliminate 
frrm the reach of the taxing' power 
a large portion of the wealth of this 
country. To say that there is no such 
intangible property, that it if' "ome
thing .)f n(> value, is to insult the 
good intelligence of every man. It is 
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a cardinal rllle which should never 
be forgotten that whatever propei-ty 
is worth for the purposes of income 
and sale, is also worth for the pur
pose,,' of taxation. Accumulated 
wealth will ICcugh at the crudity of 
taxing laws which reach only the 
olle tangible and ignore the other in
tangible, while they who own tan
gible property, not organized into 
a single producing plant, will feel 
tile injustice of a system which so 
misplaces the burden of taxation." 

There is an answer complete and 
saUsin dory to me, and complete and 
saibf<lctol'Y [ believe it must bc- to 
you geI'otiemen-that money is prop
erty ar,d t'1[( t it i.s' tangible and tlla t 
it should be taxed. 

Gentlemen of this House, regard
less of political party, respect our 
Governor. I want to quote to you, in 
his message to the 79th Legislature, 
what he says in reference to the tax
ation of this class of property. It is 
very brief; "The heavy burden of 
taxation resulting from the war has 
focused our attention with added 
clearness upon some glaring inequal
ities in the application of our State tax 
laws. Broadly speaking, about three 
quartcrs of our people are paying 
taxes enough, but the other twenty
five per cent including the largest 
holders of intangible personal prop
erty are bearing far less than their 
proper share of the common burden; 
in fact intangible personal property 
to the value of several hundred mil
lions of dollars escapes direct taxa
tion by the State and municipal au
thorities. Several years ago the peo
ple adopted an amendment to the 
Constitution for the express purpose 
of permitting legislative action to 
correct this inequality. I renew my 
recommendation of two years ago 
that a law be passed providing for the 
separate classification of intangible 
personal property for purposes of tax
ation. In order to forestall the op
position of certain gentlemen who ap
peared two years ago with various 
ostensible objections, but actually in 
the interests of large holders of per
sonal property, I urge you to preface 
this much-needed reform by first 

enacting a drastic listing bill requir
ing undEr heavy penalty that all per
sonal pnperty be listed in an inven
tory file,l under oath to the assessors 
for the :Jurposes of taxation." 

Now, gentlemen, I am tired of read
ing in t ~e political platforms of our 
State an article saying that we favor 
the equalization of taxation that it 
may bear more equitably upon all 
classes of our people, and then to 
come to legislatUl'e after legislature 
and takE no action upon it. We need 
no further information upon which to 
draw a measure to tax this wealth. 
Governor Milliken appointed a com
mission to investigate and report to 
the legislatlJ"re. That commission was 
composed of the following gentlemen: 
Justice Albert M. Spear of om, Su
preme Court, Charles Sumner Cook, 
Kenneth C. M. Sills, Hugh R. Chap
lin and Obadiah Gardner. D" you 
doubt their ability, ge'ntlemen? Do 
you douht the ability of Judge Spear; 
and Charles Sumner Cook, that dis

,tinguish3d citizen of Portland; Ken
neth C. :11. Sills, professor of Bowdoin 
college; Hugh R. Chaplin, one of the 
leaders of the Maine bar, an attorney 
in large mattei's in the eastern part 
of OUI' :'ltate; and Obadiah Ganlnel' 
of Rockland? There was a non-par
tisan, alJle commission, who made a 
thorough study of the taxation of in-

tangible property all over this coun
try and they reeommended-I shall 
not takE time to read this report. It 
is too long and will take up too much 
of the time of thig House, but I desire 
briefly to call your attention to their 
unanimous conclusions. Firgt, that 
the pre, ent method of taxing intan
gible p,"rsonal property shOUld be 
changed, Second, that the flat rate is 
better rdapted to the conditions in 
our State than the income tax. Third, 
that a ]'ate of three mills or $3 per 
thousan j will meet with more favor 
and produce a larger income than a 
higher rate. Fourth, that the admin
istratior: of the law should be vested 
in some central power and not left to 
local asseRsors. That report was 
made pl.blic to the legislature of 1917, 
containing full and complete infor
mation .Ipon which to introduce such 
a bill. The Legislature of 1917 took: 
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no step whatever to pass such a law. 
I waited patiently for the majority 
party of this legislature to take some 
action, because I am sincere in this 
matter. I have no politics to con
serve. Take this measure if you will, 
as your own. My only interest is that 
this property should be taxed, and 
fairly taxed. So I waited until al
most the last day in which I could in
troduce a bill to tax this property. 
That was my reason. I was waiting 
for the majority party of this legisla
ture to act, because upon yoU is the 
responsibility for the failure to enact 
legislation; and when I am accused of 
introducing a bill in the dying hours 
of the legislature in the hope that it 
will escape attention and be passed 
through hurriedly, I think that such 
accusation will not have much weight 
in YOUI' judgment. 

Now let us see how our present 
method of taxation works out. It is 
a great big subject to gather the 
data from all over Maine, and I will 
not take the time of this House to 
go into great detail. Let me now call 
your attention to one horrible exam
ple, almost within a stone's throw of 
this capitol building. In August, 1'917, 
Charles M. Bailey, a distinguished 
resident of the town of Winthrop, 
died. He was a millionaire, but no 
one knew it. The tax assessors _ did 
not know it. When the inventory of 
his estate was filed in the probate 
court of this county, his intangible 
property made by the appraisers of 
that estate, totaled $1,345,066.22. All 
the lawyers in this House-I think 
there are 27 of them-know that when 
appraisers are appointed in an es
tate they are appointed upon the 
recommendation of the attorney for 
the administrator, and they are usu
ally friendly. When they appraise lJn 
estate, if there is any way of putting 
the value down to escape the inher
itance tax or other taxation purposes, 
they do it. I think that it is fair to 
state that the value of the inventory 
of Charles M. Bailey's estate should 
be increased 25 per cent to represent 
what today is the fair market value 
of that estate. And when you do that, 
gentlemen, you have that estate be
ing valued at $1,681,000. Now apply 

to that the average rate of local tax
ation in Maine, which the state as
sessors said in their last report was 
26 mills and seventy-two one hun
dredths on a dollar, and you have got 
a tax that he should have paid to the 
town of Winthrop of $44,916.32. And 
what tax was he paying? I have 
looked up the records. Where he 
should have paid $44,916.32, he paid 
$4,345.20. That is just one instance 
of the wealth of a man that is not 
disclosed until his death, when it is 
compulsory to have it inventoried and 
made public in the probate court. 
There are hundreds, yes, thousands 
of them. Not as large as that; going 
down perhaps to $2,000, $5,000, $10,000, 
$25,000, and upwards, that entirely 
escape taxation in Maine. The report 
of our State Bank Examiner,-the 
last report-stated that there was on 
deposit in the national banks of our 

- State on the :Hst day of last Decem
ber, sixty--six millions of dollars, and 
my good friend, Judge Newell argued 
that these funds could not be taxed 
without the consent of the legisla
ture. Good lawyer as he is, he might 
argue that to a taxation committee, 
but he would never argue it to the 
Supreme court of this State. It has. 
been held in a Vermont case, decided 
by the United States Supreme court, 
tha t not only those deposits could be 
taxed, but that the banks could hold 
the tax at its source and turn it over 
to the local authorities; so that his 
argument on that point counts for 
naught. He said very eloquently in 
speaking of the industries of the 
county of Androscoggin that you 
would bankrupt that section by this 
act,-a tax of $3, on a thousand. 
How bankrupt it, gentlemen? This 
bill here does not impose a tax at all 
upon the stocks of manufacturing in
dustries in this State because it dis
tinctly says that on all stocks now 
taxed by existing law this bill shall 
not apply. So what becomes of his 
argument in that respect? All that 
was said here by those distingUished 
gentlemen, those able bankers and 
those able, well-groomed, well-paid 
attorneys does not weigh a feather's 
weight against the enactment of such 
a law. And the moment you attempt 
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to do it, they begin to offer specious 
arguments that the local towns and 
communities in our State will not re
ceive as much revenue as they did be
fore; that you are placing the tax 
upon the stocks of the widow and the 
child. I want to read to you just a 
line from a letter that was placed 
upon my desk during this session. 
On the letterhead of the Bangor 
Chambel' of Commerce. In spcaking 
of this class of property it says, 
"They are trust funds of the widow 
and child." '1'he moment you at
tempt to tax this wealth, they begin 
to huddle into a corner and hold their 
hands up to high Heaven and say, 
Do not tax this property because you 
are going to tax the widows and the 
orphans who cannot bear it. Oh, 
such misleading sophist IT ! Shame 
upon any man or any combination of 
men who will attempt to hide, skulk 
and dodge behind the skirts of wid
ows to escape a just tax. Gentlemen 
of this House, are you going to allow 
this legislature to go into history 
without taking any action? Yester
day, in my absence, there was intro
duced an order for a commission on 
which thrce were to be appointed on 
the part of the House and two on the 
part of the Senate, to investigate 
this great subject and report to the 
next legislature. I read that in the 
Kennebec Journal this morning. I 
was not surprised that that step was 
to be taken. That is a sidestep, gen
tlemen. How many tax commissions 
do you want to have appointed to in
vestigate this matter, or to investi
gate taxation in Maine? We had one 
in 1908 of which Morrill N. Drew of 
Portland was chairman, the other 
members being William S. White of 
Rockland, William L. Merrill of St, 
Albans, George M. Hanson, now a 
justice of the supreme court, and 
Frank C. Deering of Saco. We had 
another one three years ago appoint
ed by Governor Milliken, consisting 
of Judge Spear, Charles S. Cook, 
Kenneth C. M. Sills, Hugh R. Chap
lin and Obadiah Gardner, whose 
business it was to confine their in
vestigations to that particular class 
of personal property that I desire to 
be taxed in this bill, Those are dis-

tinguishec. men; men in whom Maine 
has great confidence. What does it 
mean now to appoint a commission 
upon \yhich I have been placed with 
two other members of this House and 
two from the Senate? Just for this 
purpose,-to dodge by this legislature 
and put this thing off for two years 
more. I listened with great interest 
this morning to the gentleman from 
Jonesboro, Mr. Varney, and the gen
tleman flom Perry, Mr. vVashburn, 
and the gentleman ft'om Harmony, 
Mr. Patte 3, stating in substance that 
you were evading your responsibility 
as a Icgi:llature and putting some
thing ove" to a commission that did 
not necd to be investigated. I 
thought at that time how well that 
applied tc this present condition. If 
you wanted to appoint a commission, 
why would it not have been a good 
idea to have had the Governor ap
point it '? Oh, no; the Governor of 
this State, is on record for appoint
ing one of the ablest tax commissions 
that ever served in Maine, and that 
cUlnnlisshlll has reported that this 
property i:hould be taxed. Now, what 
do you want of another commission 
composed of members of this legis
lature? It is pure evasion. In clos
ing let me say that my heart is in 
this measure. I do not desire to do 
injustice to any interest. My pur
pose, and sole purpose, is that the 
burden of taxation shall fall equally 
upon the rich and the poor alike, and 
that the farmers in the hills and val
leys of Maine and the men who toil 
in our worl{shops and in our cities, 
shall not IJear a disproportionate part 
of the bu "den of taxation in this 
State. Sc I say that the introduction 
of that 0 rder at this time is simply 
an evasion of responsibility. It was 
introduced by your distinguished ma
jority lea 'IeI', the gentleman from 
Houlton, :\1[1', Barnes, and he has said 
in debate in this House that he was 
not a corporation lawyer, but that he 
hoped some day to be one, but that 
day was car distant. Let me say to 
this House that he is approaching 
that goal by leaps and strides, and 
that he will soon be welcomed into 
the inner circle of the board of gov
ernors of private privilege in Maine 
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consisting of Ex-governor Curtis, 
Charles S. Hichborn, and Hiram 
Ricker, who will acclaim him with 
open arms when he shows to you that 
this legislaturc should take no action, 
and 'this great wealth in our State 
shall go on indefinitely without fur
nishing its just proportion of tax to 
support the institutions of our State. 
Gentlemen, I have talked longer than 
I had intended. I thank you. (Ap
plause) 

Mr. ALLAN of Portland: Mr. 
SpE'aker. it seems as though it de
volves upon me again this afternoon 
to try your PQtience for a little While, 
fl'om the fact that I happened to be 
chair'man of the House committee on 
taxation of this Legislature, I ,1m 
utterly unprepared to make any long 
speech on this matter. 

I want to say to you gentlemen 
now, that I know as well as anyone 
in this House, what the inequalities 
of taxation mean. I know what thesG 
inequalities mean to the man who has 
a family. I know what those 
inequa1ities rnean as a citizen of a 
great city, where you see the ex
tremes of wealth as well as poverty. 
I hE'lieve with the gentleman from 
Eastport (Mr. Pike) that every par
ticle of that property in the State of 
Maine liahle to taxation, should be 
taxed, and should be taxed equally. 
I believe that l, as well as you, 
should pay a fair share of the taxc.L
ble expenses of the State of Maine. 
I want to say further that I was a 
member of this committee on taxa
tion two years ago, and I sat on that 
committee when this great commis
sion, to which my brother from East
port (Mr, Pike) called your attention, 
appeared. IVe listened to the entire 
<,vidence of that commission. We had 
the facts before us. I have the ~vi
dence now-not with me, unfortu
nately, because I never dreamed it 
would be brought into this di·,,<cus
"ion this afternoon, and I must con
tent mys<,)f for a little while per
l'flps in telling you what influenc'cd 
the committee on taxation at this 
"pssion in bringing in the reports 
that they have brought in. It was my 
fortUne, enrly in the session, to pr.:J
sent at the request of the gentlem:m 

an intangible tax bill, coupled with 
th<, income tax provi€'ion. We had a 
hearing on that tax bill. It developed 
as I really believe today, that this 
income tax proviso was absolutely 
unconstitutional, and the bill could 
go no farther. This bill immediately 
followed. It came to this session of 
the Legislature in the very last week 
of the session. It was heard at th3 
very last meeting that the taxation 
committee was able to have. 

Now what influenced me in my de
cision on this bill, as I voted, that it 
ought not to pass? I am going to tC'1l 
you frankly just what influenced me. 
The bill now before us is not a reVtl
nue producing measure, and if that 
bill should become enacted into law 
by thi€l Legislature, instead of re
lieving the burdens of taxation UPO!l 
yourself and myself, it would in
crease them. This may seem a. 
strange proposition, but I think it :8 
absolutely true. I would like to '.:all 
your attention to this one fact. It 
appears by the report of the eommi~
sioncr of taxes of the State of Maine 
that there is now on our books of 
the State about $16,000,000 of money 
at intereet. I do not know how much 
other property may be registered as 
coming under the class of intangible 
property; but I speak of these fifteen 
or sixteen million dollars that there 
is no question but that is reported 
by the cities and towns of the State 
of Maine. If this $15,000,000 was tax~d 
at the rate of three mills, as pro
posed by this bill, it would give ~'ou 
how much? If I figure it correctly, 
about $45,000 or $50,000 tax on this 
amount. Now remember that this bnl 
takes this intangible property from 
the assets of the cities and tnwns. 
If you take away from the cities and 
towns of the Rtate of Maine the taxes 
that wouIn accrue upon fifte011 rnil
l'o1'.s of dollars at $30 on a thou~and
tbat is easier figuring-you would 
lope $450,0"0 in taxes directly. "n<1 
how would you mnke it up? Thpre 
is only one other way to mnl{e it ap. 
aT'd that is to add it to the other tax
able prop"rty of the citizens pr the 
Stnte of Maine. Do you want to do 
it? Do I want it added to the other 
property of my own city? Do I want 
to take away from them their mil-
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lion and a half of dollars now taxe'l 
at the rate of twenty-five or twenty
six dollars? It would cost the city of 
Portland at least two hundred to two 
hundred seventy-five thousand dol
lars and the same thing would oc
cur to anyone of you in your ')wn 
home town. r can mention certain 
towns in this State that it would 
take away a large part of their tax
able property, That was the reason 
that influenced the committee at the 
present time in reporting that bi!!, 
ought not to pass. It was an ex
tremely impractical measure. There 
were many members of that commit
tee that belie, ed, as you all believe, 
that 30me tax matters should be re
ported to get at the tangible proper
ty in this State if we could get at it; 
but from a practical point of view 
it was absolutely impossible. r do not 
know as only 25 per cent of these 
t'1XCS under this bilI would go to 
the State. I do not know what would 
happen. I may be getting this mixed 
up with the income tax prOVision, of 
which I made more study; but from 
a practical point of view, the deci
sion was reached that this was not a 
workable law, and the committee de
cided not to present it to you. 

r sincerely hope, for the benefit of 
the State, for the benefit of the indi
vidual towns and the taxpayers in 
those towns, that the report of this 
committe" may be a«cepted by this 
Legislature. 

Mr. PIKE: Mr. Speaker, wiII lhe 
gentleman from Portland (Me Al
Inn) answer a question? 

The SPEAKER: The gentlem3.n 
from Portland, Mr. Allan, may ['e
ply through the Chair. 

Mr. PIKE: Mr. Speaker, I desire to 
ask the gentleman from Portland, why 
he did not re-draft the bill and make it 
a workable biJI, if this wns not one? 

Mr. ALLAN: :vIr. Spenker, simply be
cause, if it took the commission that re
ported two yenrs ago weeks and months 
to draw it, I could not, ·nor the com
mittee could not draw it in one week's 
time and put it in workable shape. 

The SPEAKER: The question before 
the House is the motion of the gentle
man from Eastport, Mr. Pike, that the 

bill be sutstituted for the report, ought 
not to pass, and upon this he asks for 
the yeas 2.nd nays. As many as are in 
favor of liking the yeas and nays will 
rise. 

A suffichmt number having arisen, the 
yeas and nays were ordered. 
"The 'SPEAKER: The question being 

on the su Jstitution of the bill for tile 
report, th,)se who are in favor of the 
motion will say yes when their names 
are called; those opposed will say no. 
The Clerk will call the roll. 

YEA-Arthur, Audibert, Bean, Brann, 
Burns, Eagle Lake; Burns, Madison; 
Carleton, Casey, Cates, Corliss, Cou
lombe, Dagle, Davis, Old Town; Dovle, 
Dunn, Fo"s, Gilmour, Hatch, Holley, 
Jillson, Jones, Langelier, Lausier, Leon
ard, Ma"omber, Morin, Mulligan, 
Murchie, "elson, O'Leary, Orff, Over
lock, Owe G, Pattee, Peabody, Perkins, 
Boothbay Harbor, Perkins, Orono; Pii<B, 
Putnam, Rowell, Smith, Storm, SuJII
Yan, Thomas, Harpswell; Warren, 
Washburn, Wilson, Presque Isle.
Yes, 47. 

NAY-Adams, Alden, Allan, Portland; 
Allen, San ford; Austin, Milford; Austin, 
South Berwick; Barnes, Baxter, Bowie, 
Rragnon. Brown, Buzzell, Case, Chap
lin, CheW", Clason, Clifford, Cochrane, 
C'OICOld, CI)Ie, Conary, Cowan, Crabtree, 
CunninghLm, Dain, Davis, Freeport; 
Dolloff, Dlillning, Eaton, Fagan, Farns_ 
worth, Forbes, Fowles, Furbish, Gray, 
Granville, Grinnell, Hammond, Hanson, 
Hinckley, Houghton, Hussey, Jordan, 
Cape Elizabeth; Jordan, .':\Yew Glouces
ter; Lan]lher, Leathers, Love, Maher. 
Marr, Mason, Mathews, lVI~LE'al'Y, l\liller, 
Millett, Mitchell, Murray, Phillips, Reed, 
lUcker, Hi:11on, Roberts, Hounds, Rowe, 
Sanborn, ';avage, Small, Stacey, Stan
ley. Swift Tilden, Varney, Windham; 
\V'illhms, Auburn; Wilson, Portland.
No, 73. 

ABSEX'I'-Anrlerson, Berry, Brackett, 
Bradford, Brewster, Carey, Chrlmberlin, 
Leban( n; Chambell~in, Win~'low; Cr[lne, 
Dutton, Flint, Fuller, Garcelon, Greeley, 
Hisler, Mace, :\lurch, O'Connell, Plum
mer, Porter, Ring, Sawyer, Simons, 
Stevens, E wen tt, Thomas, South 1'ort
limd; Varney, Jonesboro; Weatherbee, 
\,\'illiams, Wells; Wyman.-Absent, 30. 

The 'SPJ]AKER: Forty-seven having 
voted in he affirmative, and 73 in the 
negative, the motion to SUbstitute the 
bill for the report is lost. 

It recur:; to the pending question,
the acceptance of the report. 

On motion hy Mr. Allan of Portland, 
a viva voc'3 vote being taken, the report 
ought not to pass was accepted. 

The Char lays before the House, Re
solve in relation to the celebration of 
the l00th annh'ersary of the admission 



1162 LEGISLATIVE RECORD-HOUSE, APRIL 2, 1919 

of Maine into the Umon, House Docu
ment No. -196, tabled by the gentleman 
from Portland, Mr. Rounds, pending Ita 
final passage. 

Mr. HOUNDS: Mr. Speaker, I have an 
amendmen t. I wish to reconsider the 
vote whereby it was passed to be en
g,rossed. 

Thereupon the House voted to recon_ 
sider its vote whereby House Document 
No. 496 was passed to be engrossed. 

The SPEAKER: ~'he gentleman flom 
Portland, Mr. Rounds, presents House 
Amendment A, which is as follows: 
Amend House Document Xo. 496, Re
solve in relation to the celebration of 
the 100th anniversary of the admission 
of Maine into the Union, by striking out 
everything after the word "Resolve" 
and by substituting the following: 
"That the Governor and Council and the 
joint special committee of the 79th 
Legislature appointed to arrange for 
the celebration of the 100th annivH~al'v 
of thv (ldnljs!:;ion of l\tIaine inti) th'~ 
Union be and are hereby directed to 
take such measures as to them may 
seem meet to arrange for the proper ob
servance and celebration of the 100th 
anniversary." 

Mr. ROU."JDS: Mr. Speaker: This 
amendment was put on so that the 
Legislature could be consulted with the 
Governor and Council in making the ar
rangements for the celebration or the 
100th anniversary. 

A viva voce vote bcing taken, House 
Amendment A to House Document No. 
496 was adopted. 

On motion by Mr. Rounds of Portland, 
House Document No. 496, as amended by 
House Amendment A, was passed to be 
engrossed. 

The Chair lays before the House, Re
solve providing for the payment of cer
tain deficiencies that accrued prior to 
January 1. 1918, House Document No. 
467, tabled by the gentleman from South 
Thomaston, Mr. Rowell, pending final 
passage. 

Mr. RO,YELL of South Thomaston: 
Mr. Speaker, I have an amendment 
which I wish to offer. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will read 
the amendment as presented: House 
Amendment A. 

"Resolve providing for the payment 
of eertain deficiencies that accrued 
prior to January first, nineteen hun
dred and eighteen is hereby amended 
by striking out in lines 6 and 7 on 
page 1, the words, 'three thousand 
seven hundred dollars and fort\'-five 
cents,' and substituting therefo'r the 
words 'three thousand eight hundred 
eighty-six· dollars and ninety-five 
cents.' '.' 

Said docunwnt is further amended 
by adding· after thc tenth line on 
pnge 2 the words and figures: 

'For amount due the town of St. 
George on account of error in 1918 
school census ............... $186.50' 

Said document is further amended 
by striking out the figures '$:\700.45' 
in the last line of page 2 and substi
tuting therefor the figures '$3866.95.' " 

:\11'. ROWELL: Mr. Speaker, I un
derstood at the time this bill was 
drawn that this amount was to be 
included in the bill, but it seems that 
the statement of facts was mislaid at 
the time. The assistant superin
tendent of schools, who has had this 
matter in eharge, authorizes me to 
state that this amount is justly due, 
and his department has no objection 
to this amendment. 

On motion by ]\II'. Rowell of South 
Thomaston, the House \'oted to re
consider its action whereby the Re
solve was passed to be engrossed. 

The SPEAKER: Now is it the 
pleasure of the House to adopt House 
Amendment A, as read by the Chair? 

Mr. HOLLEY of North Anson: Mr. 
Speaker, may I inquire if that in
creases the appropriation? 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
Rtate that from the appearances
and the gentleman from South 
Thomaston, :\11'. Rowell. can correct 
the Chair if it is wrong-it appears 
to add $186.50. 

A vi\'3 voce vote being taken, 
House Amendment ;~ was adopted. 

On further motion by 1\11'. !:lowell, 
the Resolve was passed to be en
grossed as amended by House 
Amendment A. 

On motion by Mr. Fowles of La 
Grange it was voted to take from 
the table Senate Document No. 239. 
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An Act relating to the salaries of 
the board of State assessors and for 
clerk hire in said office; and on fur
ther motion by the same gentleman 
it was voted to concur with the Sen
ate in the indefinite postponement at 
the bill. 

l\Tr. BARNES of Houlton: ::\11', 

Speaker, there is on the table, House 
Document No. 439---not on the printed 
calendar-recalled from the com
mittee on engrossed bills solely for 
the pm'pose of writing therein the 
section and chaptel' of the Hevised 
Statutes which in the original bill 
does not appeal'. I offer an amend
ment that merely cites Section 28 of 
Chapter 130, and move its adoption. 

On motion by ::\11'. Barnes of Houl
ton, the House voted to reconsider 
tts action whereby House Document 
No. 439 was passed to be engrossed. 

The RPFJAKER: The gentleman 
from Houlton, Mr, Barnes, presents 
House Amendment A to House Docu
ment No, 439, as follows: 

House Document No. 439, entitled, 
An Act amendatol'~' and additional to 
Section 23 of Chapter 130 of the Re
vised Statutes, relating to offenses 
against the public health, safety and 
polic~v and reqlurlng dealel's in 
cigarettes to post in their stores, 
shops or places of business a placard 
upon which shall be printed ft copy 
of Section 23 of Chaptei' 130 of the 
Revised Statutes prohibiting the sale 
of cigarettes to Ininol'R, is hereby 
amc,nded by striking out everything 
after the enacting clause and insert
ing in place thereof the following: 

Rection 23 of Chapter 130 of the 
Hevised Rtatutes is herehy "mended 
by striking out the words, "not ex
ceeding fifty dollars," in the fifth line 
nnd IJ,' inserting in plaee thereof 
the words, 'of not less than fifty dol
lal's and not f,x('eeding onc hundred 
dollal's;' also by adding at the end of 
said Reet ion 23 the follmving words, 
'dealers in cigarettes and all persons 
seiling, exposing for sale or offering 
fOJ' snle cig'nrettcs shall display in a 
conspicll011S place in thc storc, shop 
or othcl' place where snid cigarcttcs 
fll'e sold, offered fO!' snle or exposed 
for snle a placnrd upon which shall be 
printed in larg'p type a copy of Sec-

tion 23 of Chapter 130 of the Revised 
Statutes which section prohibits the 
sale of cigarettes to minors. Said 
placard upon application therefor 
filed with him shall be furnished to 
the perSJn so applying by the secre
tary of State. ,\Vhoever violates the 
provisions of this section shall upon 
conviction be punished by R fine of 
not less than fifty dollars, nor more 
than on'~ hundred dollars;' so that 
said section, as amended shall read 
as follo\lS: 

'Sec. 2:1. Whoever by himself, Clerk, 
SCIT,mt )I' agent, directly 01' inl1iI'ect
!y, selis, offers for sale, has in pos
session -,vith intent to sell, or gives 
away to, or in any way obtains for 
any pemon under thc age of 21 
years, an:, cigarette, cigal'ette paper, 
so callce, or tobacco such as is used 
for mak ng any cigarette, shall be 
punishee by a fine of not less than 
fifty dolhll's and more than one hun
dred dollars or by imprisonment not 
cxceedin ,,; sixty days. Trial justices 
and muricipal and police courts shall 
have jul'isdiction of offenses under 
this sec lion. Dealers in cigRrettes 
and all persons selling, exposing for 
sale or 'Jffcring for sale cignrettes 
shall di>play in a conspicnous place 
in the store, shop or other place 
where said cigarettes are sold, offered 
for sale ~r exposed for sale a placard 
upon which shall be printed in large 
type a CJPY of Section 23 of Chapter 
130 of the Hevised Starntes which 
section pi'ohibits the sale of cigar
ettes to minors. Said placard npon 
application therefor filed with him 
shall be furnished to the person so 
applying by the secretary of Rtnte. 
\\'hoeyer violates the provisions of 
this section shall upon conviction he 
punished hy a fine of not less than 
fifty dollars nor more than one hun
(ired dol:ars.''' 

Now, i:, it the pleasure of the House 
that Honse Amendment A to House 
Docllmer t No. 439 be ndopted? 

A viva, voce vote being taken, 
House Amendment A was adopted. 

On fUlther motion by Mr. Barnes, 
House Document No. 43'9, as amend
ed by House Amendment ,\, was 
passed t'J be engrossed. 

Mr. HOLLEY of North Anson: Mr. 
Speaker, I move that we reconsider 
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the vote taken yesterday on Senate 
Document No. 285, resolve in favor 
of the bank commissioner for the ad
ministration and enforcement of Sec
tions 11 to 23 inclusive of Chapter 40 
of the Revised Statutes, and that it be 
passed to be engrossed. It carries an 
appropriation of $1500. I am stating 
this for the benefit of the members 
of the House, and there is some pend
ing legislation which, if it goes 
through, will take care of that and 
we may save $1500. 

The SPEAKER: This was passed 
to be engrossed in concurrence with 
the Senate on April first under sus
pension of the rules, and is it the 
pleasure of the House to reconsider 
the vote whereby this resolve was 
passed to be engrossed? 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion to reconsider prevailed; and 
on motion by Mr. Holley the resolve 
was tabled pending an amendment. 

Unanimous consent being given, it 
was voted to receive the following 
Senate paper out of order: 

An Act to amend Section 36 of 
Chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes 
as enacted and set forth in 
Chapter 258 of the Public Laws of 
1917, as amended by Chapter 88 of 
the Public Laws of 1919, relative to 
the creation and expenditure of the 
mill tax highway fund. 

This comes from the Senate hav
ing had its two several readings un
der suspension of the rules and 
passed to be engrossed. 

The bill then received its first two 
readings. 

Mr. WILSON of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, I \vould like to inquire 
through the Chair of the gentleman 
from Lisbon, Mr. Clason, just what 
this bill is. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Lisbon (Mr. Clason) may re
ply through the Chair. 

Mr. CLASON: I will say through 
the Chair that it is simply an amend
ment to the bill which we recently 
passed called the Washburn bill. 

Mr. WILSON: Mr. Speaker, I un
derstand from the gentleman's reply 

that this is an amendment to the so
called Washburn bill which took one 
sixth of a mill from the State High
way fund mill tax and applied it to 
third class roads. I understand that 
this is an amendment which will take 
further from that fund and apply it 
to other roads of the third class. I 
would like to know if I am correct. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
may reply through the Chair. 

Mr. CLASON: I will say that it 
takes no more from the mill tax fund. 

Mr. MURCHIE of Calais: Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to ask the gen
tleman from Lisbon, Mr. Clason, one 
question, if I may, through the Chair, 
and that is whether or not there is 
any clause in the bill which would 
make this a temporary policy rather 
than a permanent one. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Lisbon (Mr. Clason) may reply 
through the Chair. 

Mr. CLASON: Mr. Speaker, I will 
say there is not. 

Mr WILSON: Mr. Speaker, I move 
that this bill lie on the table. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion was lost. 

The bill then had its third reading 
and was passed to be engrossed in 
concurrence with the Senate. 

Mr. LANPHER of Sebec: Mr. 
Speaker, I move that we reconsider 
the vote whereby we passed to be en
grossed an Act to increase salaries of 
certain county officers and amount of 
money allowed for clerk hire in cer
tain county offices. I make this mo
tion for the purpose of offering an 
amendment in relation to salaries in 
Piscataquis county. I will say that 
this is the county salary bill, and 
there seems to have been left out by 
mistake one item in regard to Pis
cataquis county. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
House voted to reconsider its action 
whereby it passed the allOve bill to be 
engrossed. . 

l\Ir. LANPHER: I offer 
Amendment A and move its 
tion. 

House 
adop-
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House Amendment A to Senate Docu
ment 288 

Htl'ikc 01lt tIl<..' \,:01'(1.:-.; "one thou
H,mci (loll" I'S" in i he l:1si. line' of pa~o 
cigl1t rehu ing' to rl'gisten; of dc("ds 
~uHl ill~"'(,l't in place thcreof 1110 \yords 
"eleven Illtll(ll'cJ tl (l()nar~~," :-;0 tlult ~;lill 
line :l:-i :tI:l('lltL)d Shil1] l'C'ad ,IS [\)1-
lc)\v~): "IJi:-';C;lt::q!!is, ('It'V('n l11l1Hll'cd 
uullar;"," 

.\ vb:;) \'('C'P \"oj(\ bE'iJl.~· tul;(-,l"l., UIC 

a:n('ndr:!(\J1L \' as ;ull,pted, HIHl 111(> l)ill 
\\':l~, !):':!~('\1 lO 1'0 ("ngT,,::s('c1 as 
amene1erl lly Senrrte Amendments A 
;}I1([ H ;:1 iHl H()l:~'l~ ~\JllelHll11(-'nt .\ in 
conClllTPllCE', 

~ll·. :\L\l:lEf~ ur ~\n,:~'l!sia: )11'. 

SpC'aJ.zC':, t. :~:: r in(jili:.{; (·r th(' .~~'\'l:'U('

In~1.11 fj'()j!1 ;\T O rtl1 .\nson, the l'!l;tll'n1~11l 

of the C():ll!-:lj.ldec' u;l (\pj)I'Lj)l'iatinn~~, 

if h~' c:)~Jl{l infot'rn the Tl()il~';(' 1'(,!11~ive 

to S(,~l;t1(: J)')cll!nent No, :.2G1 '! 
Tl~c: HI)}~.\I'EI~: '1"11\' [:('l:tl(,p]~ln 

nln~' l'(,:J1.\' il~l'l)1!p;h ilH' Ch:til'. 
l\]l'. 1-!()L1,I,~-Y: J \,'ollld inqllire of 

the r:('nt!('I~l:li1 iJ()l~l .'_ll.t-::lL-..;trt (~rl'. 

~1(1hIT) tll;\l"ll,'2.'11 tll{, ('~-':lii' ,",-'hat ht', 
\,',JnL; L, k~~o\\r ;l1){)~,t it ',) 

~Il'. ::\IAI-1EE: 0:1 P;t';'C' L\VO, li~leS 

11, 1~, 13. 14, Iii and IG ,ay ~~i18 t tl](, 
numhc,' cf a-V~():;_'l~P:,:~_:-gen(l'r:.l or ,]I?!)_ 

uLy (-lltorl~('Yi3-[;ener:il (1;"(' limite] t~) 
the ::,PP"]'(l}},'it 1.tioll. I -woulll like ~() 

illfluirc if f~ 0111 tLe size of the ap
pl'opl'iatlnn 11e could inform ti,11) 

Legislatul'c ho\y many attol~ne~:.s

genernl vvf' :ll'e g01ng to 11a \'c? 
Mr. HOLLEY: :\Tl'. Sperrkel', I am 

not p"Qpnrec1 to answe" the gentle
man imrnC'd_rLtely. I "dll nsk for n 
moment's time on it ulltil I can loo:{ 
the mn ttC']· nrl. 

The ~:~'Ec\ KER: There ;c; one oth
('1' rn'ltt<',· on tlw tnll1e. Honse amen(l
mellt A to hill an Aet to provide aid 
for nSHis~':lnee to to¥nlS jn lTIninfaln
ing l1ibll'\v(!y,~" House D'OCllment ~o, 
504; anc1 the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Parsonsfield, Mr. 
Grrrnville. 

Mr. G HANVILLE: Mr. Spoaker 
and g('ntlenw!l, I thought I would be. 
in position rrt this time to ask fo,' a 
consideration of this rrmendment. I 
rrm ~til1 somewhat in doubt, and I 
would like the indulgence of the 
House thrrt this may be tabled until 
tomorrow morning, 

A viva voce voie being ud<en the 
mat~-er \\ rtS I'e-tabled uIlLl t{)n1~!C

row n101'::'ling. 

Mr. HOLT,EY of NorUl Anson: 
Sow if n e gentleman fl'om A ugustn 
("\11'. ~la1lel') ""ill "tate his qllestion 
again, 

Mr. :\L\ HER: I see 110 \Va,", ;>'11'. 
SpE-aker, to fo) m <--lny idea of h(IW 

11'1.nl·~" deputy rrttol'ncys-ge'lern1 'he 
Stute ih .;()il~g to lJe ellclo\vec1 \v!tIl 
('xc-cpt fr(im the nplli'cPThlt i ons, It is 
pu:'cl.r rL 1112ctter of cUl'j('::;ity, I 
thought l,efol'(l adjournment I w()uld 
~ilH\ to knoy\~. 

IlL'. HOLLI';Y: TIlerc is no stipn
'rrie(! lluft'lle'r, Mr. Sperrker, but 
jjlen' i" " stip1!lated amount, I thin1{, 

. t a rp1 to ['ee :cltolTeY'J-,,;e'lel'-
{! l',~~ uffice <111(1 tho 8al~u'ies and fcc.s
f()j' tim t offiC'e. The c;ei1tlemrrn will 
find t>(~ :\l1~'\\'('r i-l. th8 budget, hut 
,ffll,mc1 T :,m going to "'S it is $11,
%0. 

1\1]'. IlIA ~IER: I ,\"i11 ""k t1H' gentIe
lnilll t1:1'Ollgh t1le Cll:l.~r if he kn~T'Vs 

\\""rrt ; 11e' srrb1'Y of the ~,,;'"i:,ta;lt "t
~()"!·n(':.· r~'PI1f>J':d no\,: is: 

TI1(> spr~1\I{E11: The gent10man 
from l';,)]'":h AnsoE. III,'. Holie,", m:1y 
"eph: t"""11gh the C1wir. 

~T]'. HOLLEY: I crrn only SllY from 
m0!nnl"', hnt I think it i". S1800. 

On nwihn by M,·. DnnlC:l of Honl
jon, 

R('ce,c:;~pd until 7,30 U;i:) eYe-ni?lg. 

After Recess 7,30 P, M. 

From it c Senate: Resolve fOl' The 
pny of t1w chaplains ane1 f(1\' c81'trrin 
(·mp1oy(·es and for typewriting ann 
st>'nogl'aphic assistance and for the 
officirrl l'e]>o1'te1' of the Senrrte. 

Comes f!'(!m the Senate read twice 
under sl1."pension of the rllles and 
IHlSSpd to hI? engrossed, 

On moii)n by Mr. Rounds of Port-
1nnd, the resolve receiyeu its two 
scYel'al J'e.ldings under suspension of 
the rules nnd was pas80J to be en
grc'5'sf'd ir conCU1'Yence 

From tre Senate: Resolve on the 
jla:,Toll of the Senate. 
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Comes from the Sennte i'ead twice 
under suspension of the rules and 
passed to be engrossed, 

On motion by Mr. Rounds of Port
land, the resolve re~eived its two 
several readings under suspem'ion of 
the rules lind Wll,s passed to he en
grossed in concurrencee. 

From the Senate: Report of the 
committee on appropriations and 
financial affairs on resolves in 
favor of Mildred Keene for serv
ices as clerk and stenographer 
of the committee on State lands 
and forest prec,ervation; in favor of 
Josephine C. Whalen for services as 
stenogr['.phcr; in favor of Edith B. 
Wilson, clOl'k of. the House and Sen
,ete committees on engrossed bills; 
in favor of the clerk and st'mogra
ph('r, also messengel' to the com
mittee on inland fi,,,.heries ,md game; 
in favor of L. Ernest Thornton for 
services rendered to rlle secl'etary 
and assistant secretary of the Sen
ate; in favor of Anne Gower. clerk 
and stenognlpher of the committee 
on agri('ulture, reporting that the 
same ought not to pass :is they arc 
to be provided for by the Governo:' 
and CounciL 

Report accepted in concur: ence. 

From the Senate: Cornmittee on 
approprin ti0ns and financial affairs 
01\ "6.Rolve in favor of the stenogr:'l
phel' and typist, in the office of the 
secretary of the Senate that it ought 
not to pass as the same is provided 
for in 1hc resolve for payroll, chap
lains and certain employees and 
typewriting and stenographic assist
ance. 

Report accepted in concurrence. 

From the Senate: Committee on 
appropriations and financial affairs 
on resolve in favor of the offiCial 
report"r of the Senate for servicee 
of assistrm1 reporter, typewriter op
erator and additional compensation 
'in the preparation and completion of 
the legislative record that it ought 
110t to pass as the same has berm 
cared for by the Senate payroll. 

Report accepted in concurrence. 

F"om the Senate:: Report of the 

committee on taxation on bill an Act 
amending Section 32 of Chapter 9 of 
the Revised Statutes, relating to 
street railroad tax that legislation 
thereon is inexpedient. 

H('pOri accepted in concurrence. 

From the Senate: Final reports 0f 
the committec.". on federal relations, 
jurlicim',', telephone ane': telegraphs, 
salaries and fees, sea and shore fish
(Ties. w,~ys and bridges. 

Thesc come from the Senate read 
and accepted, 

In the House accepted in concur
rence. 

From the Senate: Majority and mi
nority reports from the committee On 
judiCiary on resolve amending the con
stitution so as to provide for a bond 
issue for the development of water 
storage upon the Saco river in the State 
or-Maine that it ought not to pass. 

(Signed), DAVIES. 
DEERING, 
MAHER, 
MURCHIE, 
DEARTH, 
BUZZELL, 
CHAPLIX, 
CONARY, 
BARNES, 

and Ininority rep0rt on the same re
solve that it be referred to the next 
legislature. (Signed) BAXTER. 

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houlton, 
the House voted to accept the' majority 
report in concurrence with the Senate. 

From the Senate: Majority and mi_ 
nority reports from the committee on 
judiciary on an Act for the development 
of water storage upon the Saco river, 
and for other public purposes. that it 
ought not to pass. 

(S'gned) DAVIES, 
DEERING, 
MAHER, 
MURCHIE. 
DEARTH. 
BUZZELL, 
CHAPLIN, 
CONARY, 
BARNES. 

ani! minority repnrt on the same re
po1ve that It be! referred to the next 
Legislature, n~;gned) BAXTER. 
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This comes from the Senate with the 
majority report accepted. 

On motion by Mr. Chaplin of Bridg
ton, the House voted to accept the ma
jority report in concurrence with the 
Senate. 

From the Senate: Report of commIt
tee on appropriations and financial af
fairs on resolve in favor of Charles J. 
'Hutchings for services in assisting 
members of the Legislature in drawing 
bills and resolves and that it ought to 
pass. 

This comes from the Senate, read 
twice under suspension of the rules an,l 
passed to be engrossed. The report was 
accepted in concurrence, and the re
solve was given its two several readings 
under suspension of the rules and 
passed to be engrossed in concurrene e. 

From the Senate: Report from the 
committee of conference on the dis
~agreeing action of the two branches on 
bill an Act to provide for the fixing of 
salaries and wages of subordinates of 
the several departments of the State 
government, reporting that the House 
recede and concur with the Senate in 
the passage of the bill to be engrossed 
without House amendment A. 

(Signeel) BUTLER, 
WARREN, 
GRANT, 
BARNES, 
FOWLES, 
CRABTREE, 

Members of the Conference Committee. 
This comes from the Senate with the 

report read and accepted. 
'House voted to accept the confer

ence report in concurrence. 
It further voted to reconsider its ac

tion whereby the bill was passed to be 
engro~secl as amencled by House Amend
ment A. It further voted to reconsider 
Its action whereby it fldopted House 
Amendment A. It further voted to in
definitely postpone House Amendment 
A. Thereupon the bill was passed to be 
engro"sed in concurrence with the Ren
ate without amendment. 

From the Senate: Bill An Act addi
tional to Chapter 45 of the Revised Stat
utes, relating to sea find shore fisheries. 

ancl prohibiting the transportation of 
lobsters beyond the Jimhs of the State 
except b,r common carrier until a pefmit 
for such purpose is issued by the com
missione, of sea and shore fisheries. 

In the HOUSe the majority report of 
the comrClittee ought not to paSE was ac
cepted, and in the Senate it was passed 
to be e rrgrossed. That branch insists 
upon its action of engrossing, asks for 
a committee of conference, and ap
points as conferees Senators Peacock, 
Deering and Davies. 

On modon by Mr. Mitchell of Kittery, 
the Hou 3e voted to insist and join the 
committ"e of conference. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will ap
point as the conferees on the part of 
the Houle Messrs. Mitchell of Kittery, 
Perkins of Boothbay Harbor and HinCk
ley of S<,uth Portland: 

From the Senate: An Act to author
ize Horace Cleland to erect and main
tain a fi:;h weir in tide waters in front 
of his land in the town of Perry. 

This w~s passed to be enacted in the 
House March 31st, and passed to be en_ 
grossed by this branch March 27th as 
amended by Senate Amendment A. It 
comes from the Senate, that body hav
ing recfllIed the bill from the governor 
and indefinitely postponed it. 

On mO'jon by Mr. Washburn of Per
ry, the House voted to recede and con
Cur witt the Senate In the Indefinite 
postpone nen t of the bill. 

Report of Cumberland Delegation on 
bill An Act to csta blish the Portland 
Puhlic Service District that the same 
be referred to the next legislature 

The report was accepted. . 

From tl'" Rennte: Renort of com
mittee on lnhor [lnd judiri:wv on !oill 
An Act relfltive to depositions under 
the workmen's compensntion. act. 

.\n .\rt to nmend ChnptN fiO of the 
Reyised 8tntute-", nnd nrts nmpnda
tory thrreof. relrrtiYe to workmen's 
compens1tion. 

An Act to nmpno RC'ction 34 of 
Chnpter fiO of the Revi~ed Statutes, 
prO\'iding' for tnking nnd usc of dp])
oRitioTIo-. n. S. Chapter 50, Section 
34, relnting to proceedings under the 
Indu~tr;~'l Accident Commission, 
nmended. 
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An Act to amend Section 21 of 
Chapter 112 of the Revised Statutes, 
relating to depositions. 

An Act to amend Chapter 50 of the 
Revised Statute€', relative to com
pensation for personal injuries to 
employees. 

An Act to amend Sections 9, 10, 
12, 13, 14, 15 and 16 of Chapter 50 of 
the Revised Statutes, relating to 
compensation for personal injuries 
for employees. 

An Act to amend Section 10 of 
Chapter 50 of the Revised Statutes 
relating to the workmen's compensa
tion act. 

An Act to amend Sections 9. 10 
of Chapter 50 of the Revi·",,"d Stat
utes, relating to compensation for 
personal injuries for employees. 

An Act to amend Chapter 50 of 
the Revised Statutes, entitled com
pensation for personal injuries to 
employees. 

An Act to amend Chapter 50 of 
the Revised Statutes, relative to 
compensation for personal injuries to 
employees. 

An Act relative to €'alaries of mem
bers of Industrial Accident Commis
sion, reporting ought not to pass as 
the subject matter of these various 
bills is embraced in another bill be
fc·re this legislature. 

Report accepted in concurrence. 

From the Senate: Bill An Act to 
permit the registration of female 
voters for prooidential electors. 

Came from the Senate read twice 
under suspension of the rules and 
passed to be engrossed. 

In the House the rules were sus
pended and the bill given its three 
several readings and paSo",,"d to be 
engrossed in concurrence. 

Frop:!. the Senate: Report of the 
committee on appropriations and 
financial affairs, on Resolves, in fa
vor of the clerk, stenographer an·} 
messenger of the judiciary commi t
tee in favor of the clerk, stenogra
pher and messenger of the commit
tee on legal affairs; in favor of the 
clerk, stenographer and moosenger 
of the committee on appropriations 
and financial affairs; in favor of the 
clerk and messenger to the commit-

tee on Public Utilities; in favor of 
the clerk and messenger to committee 
on salaries and fees; in favor vf 
clerk and messenger to committee on 
railroads [>.nd expresses; in favor of 
clerk and ",tenographer to commit
tee on ways and bridges; in favor 
of clerk and stenographer to the com
mittee on claims'; in favor of the 
stenographer to the committee on 
temperance; in favor of the clerk 
to committee on taxation; in favor 
of the clerk to the committee on pen
sions; in favor of the clerk to the 
committee on insane hospitals; in fa
vor of the clerk to the committee on 
State sanatoriums; in favor of the 
clerk, stenographer and messengel' 
to the committee on towns; in favor 
of the clerk to the committee on pub
lic health; in favor of the clerk to 
thc committee on bills in the second 
reading; in favor of the clerk to the 
committee on bill", in the third read
ing; in favor of the stenographer to 
the committee on Indian affairs. 'llld 
in favor of the clerk, stenographer 
and messenger to the committee on 
sea and shore fisheries, reporting 
same in a new draft, under title of 
Resolve in favor of the clerks, sten
ographers and messengers of the €'eV

eral committees of the 79th Legish
ture, and that it ought to pass. 

Report accepted in concurrence. 
Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: ::\fr. 

Speaker, judiciary, Olive M. Dutton, 
$200 in one place and $250 in anoth
er, I move that it be amended to 
$250. 

Mr. FLINT of Monson: Mr. Speak
er, is there anything there in regard 
to the inland fisheries and game? 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
state that it does not see anything in 
here relating to that committee. 

Mr. RICKER of Poland: Mr. 
Speaker, may I ask what the amount 
is for the clerk of the taxation com
mittee. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
state that the printed bill shows C. 
Sumner Buckley. clerk. $2fi. 

Mr. B.AXTER of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, I have an amendment which 
I would like to offer to correct that 
error in regard to the clerk of th-3 
committee on taxation. 
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Tho SPEAKER: Will the House 
hold these amendments until we can 
act on the Senate amendments? 

This comes from the Senate passed 
to be engro>S'sed as amended by Sen
ate Amendments A and C, with Sen
ate Amendment B rejected. The Chair 
will read the amendments. 

Senate Amendment A to Senate 
Document No. 30~, entitled Resolve 
in favor of clerks. stenographers and 
messengers of the several commit
tees of the 79th Legislature. 

Amend said resolve by striking 
out the words and figures "George H. 
Chick, meS'songer. seventy-five Jol
lars, $75," and sullStituting therefor 
the following: "George H. Chick, 
messenger one hundred dollars $100.-
00." 

A viva voce vote being taken, t 1!O 

House voted to adopt Senate Amend
ment A in concurrence. 

The SPEAKER: 8enate Amend
ment B is as follows: 

Amend Senate Document 302. page 
2, under heading of ways and bridge.s 
by striking out in the second line 
thereof the words "one hundred fif
ty" figures "150" and inserting in 
place thereof the word.,. "two hun
dred fifty" and figures "$250." 

This amendment was re.iected in 
the Senate. 

Mr. CLASON of Lisbon: M!'. 
Speaker, does that refer to the clerk 
of the committee? 

Mr. HOLLJ'~Y of North Anson: 1\11'. 
Speaker, I do not wish to interrupt; 
but I might be able to clear up a 
little misunderstanding if I made a 
statement here now. The clerks of 
the several committees that are in 
the employ of the different state de
partments, their matters are referred 
to the Governor and Council by di
rection of the caucus; so any of you 
gentlemen who have clerks of your 
committees that are employed by 
the State in a department you will 
not find their names in this Resolve, 
because, as I said, that matter is 
referred to the Governor and Council 
under the statute. 

Mr. CLASON: Mr. Speaker, I think 
Senate Amendment B refers to the 
claim of the clerk of the commit-

tee on ',vays and bridges. Now she 
has haC. an exceptional amount of 
work to do this session and has con
ducted the business not only as clerk, 
but as stenographer; and it seems 
to me, if in order, I should move 
that we non-concur with the Senate 
as to Senate amendment B and adopt 
the amendment. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
House voted to non-concur with the 
Senate til its rejection of Senate 
amendm ent B and adopted the 
anlendm ent. 

Senat., Amendment C. 

Amend Senate Document 302 by 
striking out the figures $150 after the 
words \villiam Wilson, messenger, 
and sub:;tituting therefor $200. 

This CQmes from the Senate adopt
ed. '.rh., House by a viva voce vote 
adopted the amendment in concur
rence. 

Mr. Baxter of Portland presented 
House Amendment A to Senate Doc
ument 302. 

Amend Senate Document No. 302, 
Resolve in favor of clerks, stenog
raphers and messengers of the sev
eral committees of the 79th Legis
lature, hy striking out at the top 
of the third page after the words, 
"C. Surrcner Buckley, Clerk" the 
words and figures "twenty-five dol
lars, $25," and inserting in place 
thereof ·the words and figures "one 
hundred and fifty dollars, $150." 

The House by a viva voce vote 
adopted House Amendment A. 

Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, under salaries and fees, 
Olive M. Dutton, stenographer, $250. 
Now I uaderstand we voted $150 for 
Mrs. LO;lise Cony. She was our 
stenogra:}her, but I find there is no 
name here on this bill. So I would 
like to p ~t in an amendment to that. 

The IlPEAKER: If the gentle
man fron Portland, Mr. Rounds, will 
prepare his amendment, we can lay 
the mai1;er temporarily on the ta
ble. Ar'~ there any other matters 
connecte,l with this bill which it is 
desired to reach by amendment? 

Thereupon the matter was tempo
rarily tabled pending preparation ot 
amendmont. 



1170 LEGISLATIVl!; RECORD--HOUSFJ, APRIL 2, 1919 

Report of the committee on legal 
affairs on bill, An Act relating to 
the term of service of the city treas
urer and collector of the city of 
Portland, that it ought to pass. 

Mr. HOLLEY of North Anson: Mr. 
Speaker, I move that it be indefi
nitely postponed. 

Mr. HINCKLEY of South Port
land: Mr. Speaker, this matter was 
considered by the legal affairs com
mittee, and I think there was a 
unanimous report, ought to pass; and 
t;nless the House is given some very 
good reason for it, it seems to me 
it would be hardly proper to turn 
down a unanimous report of the 
committee without some reason be
ing given. 

The pending question being the 
motion to indefinitely postpone, and 
~ viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion to indefinitely postpone pre
vailed. 

From the Senate: 
Majority and minority reports of 

the committee on sea and shore fish
eries on bill, An Act to amend Section 
71 of Chapter 45 of the Revised Stat
utes, relative to the use of seines in 
traps, the majority report reporting in 
new draft under same title and that it 
ought to pass. 

(Signed) Messrs. PEACOCK, 
STACEY, 
WYMAN, 
HOLT, 
COLE, 
JORDAN, 
CLEMENT, 
FULLER, 
STEVENS. 

And minority report of same com
mittee on same subject matter, 
ought not to pass, 

(Signed) PERKINS. 
This comes from the Senate with 

the majority report accepted, the bill 
read twice under suspension of the 
rules, and passed to be engrossed. 

Mr. PERKINS: Mr. Speaker, I 
move the adoption of the minority 
report, and I would inquire if it is 
proper for me to be heard on that 
at this time. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
8tate that it is in order. 

Mr. PERKINS: Mr. Speaker, and 
gentlemen of the House: I wish 
to say in the beginning that this 
matter came before the committee 
on sea and shore fisheries, of which 
I am a member, and three weeks 
ago today was taken up by the com
n,ittee and unanimously voted 
"ought not to pass." The bill was 
not reported out, but a week ago to
day was taken IIp and I finally suc
ceeded in getting my name upon a 
minority report. 

']'his bill is to amend Section 71 
of Chapter 45 of the Revised Stat
utes. Section 71 formerly read: "The 
owner or person in charge of any 
weir is hereby permitted to use nets 
and seines" etc. That would follow 
Section 70 which said that no one 
should use a seine within 1000 feet 
of the mouth of a wcir. Now that 
i", the general law of this State re
lating to weirs. This amendment is 
as follows: "And the owner is also 
allowed to attach in said weir or 
trap a net or seine not over 600 
feet in length provided that no part 
of the net or seine is less than 1000 
feet from any other weir or trap, 
and a net or seine so attached may 
be manipUlated by the owner OJ' per
son in charge in such manner as 
to guide the fish up to and within 
said weir or trap." 

As we have learned heretofore 
upon the fioor of this House, a man 
in order to get a permit or license 
for a weir must make application 
to the selectmen or municipal offi
cers of the town. Notice is then 
given and hearing granted, provid
ing it does not interfere with the 
rights of others. That law says that 
when one wishes to set a weir
right thcre that statute to which I 
have referred-the Legislature has 
delegated its authority to the munici
pal officers and selectmen of the 
cities and towns. A weir is entitled 
to protection under the general law. 
Under section 70 a seiner must keep 
away from a weir, must not fish for 
herring within 1,000 feet of the 
mouth of a weir under the statute 
law. Over in Sheep scot River, near 
my home, the law is 2,000 feet from 
any part of the weir. East of White 
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Head a seiner must remain away 
half a mile from a weir, This bill 
is for the purpose of giving a man 
who owns the weir rights additional 
to what he now has, Under the 
present law he is only allowed to 
fish within his weir. He is granted 
special rights and privileges, and a 
seiner must keep a certain distance 
away from that weir. That is what 
the law says. A man is allowed to 
hitch on to his weir a seine not over 
600 feet in length, and it says it must 
not be less than 1,000 feet away from 
somebody's else weir; but it also goes 
on and says that a net or seine so at
tached may be manipulated by the 
owner or person in charge In such 
manner as to get fish up to and with
in said weir or trap. That bill pur
ports to be used and is stated to be 
only for that purpose; but a welr
man can seine next to his weir under 
that 600 feet in addition to the per
mit given him by the selectmen. 

It is a bill that has no basis in 
justice or fairness or in accordance 
with this statute to which I have re
ferred. The seiner is obliged to stay 
away this distance. A weirman is 
entitled to his protection. Now there 
has been, and is, along the coast of 
Maine a feeling of rivalry between 
the weirman and the seiner. The 
weirman is continually reaching out 
for further rights and privileges, and 
I submit, gentlemen of the House, 
that there was no evidence before 
our committee why he should have 
this additional right. It was men
tioned that during the war, as a war 
measure, the Federal government had 
seen fit under its war powers to 
authorize them to do something of 
this sort in .order to increase the food 
supply; but on the permits which the 
Federal government issued it said the 
permittee, or the one paying the per
mit, was not authorized to violate 
any State law; and I most respect
fully submit that any man using a 
weir or using a seine violates the 
State of Maine law, even though he 
had a government: permit. Further
more, a man attempting to put a 
seine on his weir is extending his 
\\'eir. He having obtained bIS license 
from the town must make application 
to the United States engineer's office, 

or the ~,ar department, and to receive 
a license or a permit from the war 
departm,mt for the purpose of ob
structin:~ navigation. 

This is that class of legislation 
which I think should be abhorrent to 
any rig~t thinking man; and if any 
more rights can be granted to a 
weirman giving him special privI
leges to seine within 600 feet of his 
weir, and keep the seiner as far away. 
you will have what is little better 
than ci\ il war on the coast of Maine. 
r do nc t represent either party, but 
I know what the situation is, and I 
do hope that you will accept the 
minority report, because I think this 
is a vieious piece of legislation. 

Mr'l PIKE of :Eastport: MrJ 
Speaker, I come from a shore town. 
and I am somewhat familiar with 
the way herring and sardines 'lare 
caught in weirs on our coast. I am 
thoroughly familiar with the law un
der which weir licenses are granted 
and the manner in which weirs are 
operatec by the fishermen. I think, 
gentlem,m, that it will readily appeal 
to you that two men who own weirs 
perhaps only a thousand feet apart
some of them are nearer-that If you 
give a l'ight to a man to run a seine 
600 feet from his weir, you break 
up the schools of herring and the 
other fdlow below will not get any 
fish in :1is weir at all. Furthermore, 
if this law is enacted, it opens the 
doors to great abuse, because weirs 
are fished in the dead hours of the 
night a" well as in the daytime, and 
fishermen, some of whom are not very 
particulLr about the laws regulating 
such th ings, may have a seine 1,000 
feet im,tead of 600. All boatmen 
have seines down in our section of 
the country, although it is illegal to 
use then; but they are always aboard 
the fishing sloops and are used ille
gally q·lite frequently. If this leg's
lature should pass this law, I think 
you would be doing an injustice be
cause w,irs are vested rights and weir 
owners are uncleI' great expense in 
maintaining them. This freak piece 
of legislation that will give anybody 
authority to run out a seine 600 feet 
is vicious to my mind. I hope, gen
tlemen. that it wiII be indefinitely 
postponE,d. 
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The SPEAKER: The question be
fore the House is the motion of the 
gentleman from Boothbay Harbor, 
Mr. Perkins, that the minority report 
"ought not to pass" be accepted. All 
those in favor of the acceptance of 
the minority report say aye; those op
posed no. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
minority report was accepted. 

From the Senate: Bill, An Act to 
amend Sections 6 and 7 of Chapter 
33 of the Revised Statutes, as amend
ed by Chapters 219 and 244 of the 
Public Laws of 1917, relating to pro
viding dams with fish ways. 

This bill was passed to be en
grossed in the House, April 1, as 
amended by House Amendment A. It 
comes back from the Senate passed to 
be engrossed as amended by House 
Amendment A, as amended by Senate 
Amendment A, and the Chair will 
read Senate Amendment to the House 
Amendment: 

Amend House Amendment A to 
House Document No. 505, by striking 
out the last six words of said amend
ment, namely, "and his decision shall 
be final." 

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houl
ton, the House voted to reconsider 
its action whereby this bill was 
passed to be engrossed as amended 
by House Amendment A. 

On further motion by the same 
gentleman the House voted to re
consider its action whereby it adopt
ed House Amendment A. 

On further motion by the same 
gentleman it was voted to adopt 
Senate Amendment A to House 
Amendment A in concurrence with 
the Senate. 

On further motion by the same 
gentleman it was voted to adopt 
House Amendment A as amended by 
Senate Amendment A; and the bill 
was passed to be engrossed as 
amended by House Amendment A as 
amended by Senate Amendment A, in 
concurrence. 

On motion by Mr. Clason of Lisbon, 
the House voted to reconsider its ac
tion whereby it indefinitely postponed 
Senate Document No. 301, An Act 
relating to the term of service of the 
city treasurer and collector of the 

eity of Portland whereby this was in
definitely postponed. 

1\1r. HINCKLEY of South Port
land: Mr. Speaker, I do not know 
what the object is in haYing this re
considered at this time. I have no 
particular interest in this bill because 
it does not affect my city. It does 
affect the city of Portland, and I am 
going to repeat what I said before, 
that it seems to me to be a local mat
ter, a mattcr pertaining to the time 
of service of the treasurer of the city 
of Portland. Some six years ago, if 
I remember correctly, the Legislature 
extended the term of office of the 
corporation cOunsel, the chief of 
police, the chief of the fire depart
ment, and I think perhaps one or two 
others; but for certain reasons-and 
it is needless for me to give those 
reasons at this time-the city treas
urer's term of office was not extend
ed. There are many citizens of the 
city of Portland, and evidence came 
before the legal affair<:! (,>("Y"'ll'V1ittpf' 1 '1 

this effect, that the city treasurer's 
office should be extended for a period 
of three years for the reason that it 
is an office where, when a man goes 
into it, he should not be removed for 
political considerations when he be
comes proficient. I know that manv 
of the most substantial citizens o'f 
Portland feel that this office should 
be extended and made a term of three 
years instead of one. I sincerely 
hope that the House will reconsider 
this matter and then we will take the 
matter up later and see what is 
proper. 

Mr. vVILSON of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, this is a bill relating to the 
term of service of the city treasurer 
of Portland; and as the gentleman 
from the legal affairs committee has 
seen fit to introduce the subject here, 
I think I will answer briefly. My 
understanding of this bill is that it is 
wanted simply by one man--the city 
treasurer of Portland. There has 
been no demand, so far as I have been 
able to ascertain, in the city of Port
land, for this bill. It was brought 
down here and kept in the pocket of 
a man in the other end of this build
ing until the last day when private 
bills could be introduced. On asking 
a member of the Portland delegation 
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where the bill was, he was unable to 
get it introduced, and when intro
duced we were equally unable to get 
it to the POl'tland delegation, \Ve 
thought we knew something about 
how to run our o\vn business. \Ye 
have been told by the single pro
ponent of this bill that we do not 
know what we want and we cannot 
have what we want anyway. \Vhen 
I attended the hearing on this bill 
before the legal affairs committee, if 
I remember correctly there was one 
other member of the Portland dele
gation, and another gentleman from 
Portland, who appeared in opposi
tion, There was no proponent ap
peal'ed for the bill before that com
mittee. The opposition was heard 
and the gcntleman who had intro
duced the bill, being a member of the 
committec was finally asked by the 
chairman if he had anything to say in 
favor of it. The reply was that he 
would state his side of the case in 
executive session. The Chairman 
would not stand for that and he had 
to state it before the opposition re
tired. It is true that some of the 
offices in Portland are for more 
than one year. I think all but one 
were made five year terms by the 
Legislature of 1909, and the other 
,vas extended from a three year term 
to a five by the preceding Legisla
ture of 1907. Since that time there 
has been nO attempt to extend any 
of these offices. The city treasurer 
is only one of several who are one 
term officers. The mayor of the 
city is a one year office, it seems to 
me to be incongruous at this late 
day and rather a raw deal to pro
vide that some other subordinate of
ficer should have a longer term than 
his superior officer. I sil ;erely hope 
you will all vote no. 

Mr. HINCKLEY: Mr. Speaker, 
may I inquire of the gentleman from 
Portland, Mr. Wilson, whether or not 
the Portland delegation is in favor of 
this bill? 

The SPEAKER: You may inquire 
through the Chair. 

Mr. WILSON: It is. 
Mr. HINCKLEY: Mr. Speaker, 

with the assurance that the Portland 
delegation wishes this action taken, 
I have no further objections. 

The ppnding question bcing the re
consideration of the motion to in
definitel:' postpone, and a viva voce 
vote bOlllg taken, the motion to 1'e
cOllsider was lost. 

From tho Senate: Bill, An Aet to 
re<lui1'c a lee for registration of milk 
dealers. 

This WI,S indefinitely postponed in the 
House A:,ril 2. It comes baek from the 
Senate, 1 he bill read twice under sus
pension of the rules and passed to be 
engrossed in non-concurrence. 

Mr. RICKER of Poland: Mr. Speaker, 
I move 1hat the House adhere to its 
former a~tion. 

A viva voce vote was doubted. 
The SPEAKER: The question is on 

the moti(,n to adhere, which means that 
the door is closed. All those in favor 
of the IT otion to adhere, will rise and 
stand un til counted. 

A divis on of the House being had, 

Seventy-five having voted in the 
affirmati're, and thirteen in the nega
tive, the motion to adhere prevailed, 

Unanirnous consent being given, Mr. 
Holley of North Anson presented the 
following order out of order: 

Orderec., that the committee On ways 
and means fix and determine the tax 
rate for years 1919-20 in the matter of 
the Sta t(, tax. 

The order received a passage. 

From 1he Senate: An Act to amend 
the char1er of the city of Lewiston pro
viding for firemen's pensions. 

This was passed to be engrossed by 
the HOUEe April 1st. It comes from the 
Senate read twice under suspension of 
the rules and passed to be engrossed as 
amended by Senate amendment A. 

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houlton, 
the HOUEe vo'fed to reconsider its action 
whereby this, bill was passed t.o be en
grossed. 

On further motion by the same gentle
man, it was voted to adopt in concur
rence with the Senate, Senate amend
ment A. , 

On further motion by the same gen
tleman the blll was passed to be en
grossed as amended by Senate amend
ment A In concurrence. 
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From the Senate: Bill, an Act to 
amend Section 40 of Chapter 117 of the 
Revised Statutes, increasing the salary 
of the clerk of courts of the county of 
Lincoln. 

This was passed to be engrossed in 
the House, March 31, as amended by 
House amendment A, and comes back 
from the Senate inilefinitely postponed. 

Mr. PERKINS of Boothbay Harbor: 
Mr. Speaker, I move we insist and ask 
for a committee of conference. 

Thereupon, a viva voce vote being tak
en, the House voted to insist on its ac
tion and ask for a committee of con
ference. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will ap
point as conferees on the part of the 
House, Messrs. Perkins of Boothbay 
Harbor, Barnes of Houlton, and Weath_ 
erbee of Lincoln. 

From the Senate: Bill, an Act to 
amend Section 3 and Section 12 of Chap
ter 26 of the Revised Statutes, relating 
to marking packages of agricultural 
seeds. 

This was passed to be engrossed by 
the House as amended by House amend
ment A. It comes back from the Senate 
passed to be engrossed as amended by 
House amendment A, and by Senate 
Amendments A and B. 

The House thereupon voted to recon
sider Its action whereby this bill was 
passed to be engrossed as amended by 
House Amendment A. 

The House thereupon adopted Senate 
amendments A and B in concurrence. 

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houlton, 
the bill was tabled pending Its passage 
to be engrossed. 

From the Senate: Bill, an Act to ex_ 
empt certain public bonds from taxa
tion. 

This was passed to be engrossed in the 
House March 20, and comes from the 
Sena te passed to be engrossed as 
amended by Senate amendment A. 

The House voted to reconsider its ac
tion whereby this bill was passed to be 
engrossed and the House thereupon 
voted to adopt Senate amendment A in 
concurrence, and the bill was passed to) 

be engrossed as amended by Senate 
amendment A in concurrence. 

From the Senate: Bill, an Act to 
amend Chapter 26 of the Revised Stat
utes, as amended by the Public Laws 
of 1917, relating to the registration and 
operation of motor vehicles. 

This was passed to be engrossed by 
the House March 27, as amended by 
House amendment A. It comes from 
the Senate with House amendment A 
Indefinitely postponed and with Senate 
amendments A, Band C adopted, ancl 
the bill passed to be engrossed as 
amended by the three Senate amend
ments. 

Mr. WILSON of Portland. Mr. 
Speaker, I move that the bill and 
amendments be indefinitely post
poned. 

Mr. CLASON of Lisbon: Mr. 
Speaker, this is too valuable a bill to 
be treated that way. The whole mo
tor vehicle law has been changed to 
some extent, and introduced in that 
are provisions for registering trucks. 
I hope that this motion will not pre
vail. 

Mr. WILSON: Mr. Speaker, I do 
not wish to kill anything that has any 
merit in it, and on the statement of 
the gentleman from Lisbon (Mr. Cla
son) I withdraw my motion; and, if 
in order, I move that we insist on 
the adoption of House amendment A 
and ask for a committee of confer
ence. 

Mr. STORM of New Sweden: Mr. 
Speaker, may we have the Senate 
amendments read? 

(Senate amendments A, Band C 
read.) 

Mr. CLASON: Mr. Speaker, I 
move that we recede from our action 
and adopt Senate amendments A, B 
and C. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
state that House amendrrient A was 
indefinitely postponed in the Senate. 
Does the Chair understand the gen
tleman from Lisbon, Mr. Clason, to 
concur in the indefinite postpone
ment of House amendment A? 

Mr. CLASON: Yes, Mr. Rpeaker. 
Mr. WILSON: Mr. Speaker. as I 

recall House amendment A, we re
duced the age limit to 14. It seems to 
me. that that is a very poor proposi
tion. Fourteen is the age at Which, 
under our law, boys can go to work. 
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,Ye all know, as a mRtter of fact, 
that a boy can drive just as well at 14 
as at 16, if he gets a chance to; not 
ver:, Ulany of them get it. I hope 
that the House will adhere to its for
mel' position in keeping t his age 
limit at 14. 

Mr. CLASON: Mr. Speaker-
The SPEAKER:' The gentleman 

may speak for the third time with 
the consent of the House. 

Mr: CLASON: Mr. Speaker, the 
present law has the age limit at 16. 
I really believe myself that it is dan
gerous fot' any boy under that age to 
drive high powered cars unless he is 
accompanied by a person older than 
himself. As I understand it Senate 
amendment A gives him the right to 
drive a car with a licensed operator 
accompanying him. I think that 
should be sufficient. 

Mr. FORBES of Paris: Mr. Speak
er, although it may be a case of some 
of us of mature years are acting like 
boys of 14, still I think that that is 
too young an age to license boys to 
take out a high powered car and run 
it independently. I know that some 
boys of 14 are capable of running 
cars, and I know men of 40 who are 
not capable of running cars; but the 
secretary of State cannot exercise 
any discretion in issuing licenses. He 
cannot go and test these 14 year old 
boys and see whether they are fit to 
drive a car or not. I centainly think 
there must be a line drawn some
where, and I think that 16 is young 
enough. 

Thereupon the House voted to re
consider its action whereby this bill 
was passed to be engrossed as 
amended by House amendment A, 
and the House adopted in concur
rence with the Senate, Senate amend
ments A, Band C. 

On motion by Mr. Clason of Lisbon, 
the House voted to reconsider its 
action whereby it adopted House 
amendmc'llt A; and on further motion 
by the same gentleman the House 
voted to indefinitely postpone House 
Amendment A in concurrence with 
the Senate, and the bill was passed to 
be engrossed as amended by Senate 
amendments A, Band C. 

Mr. lUCKER of Poland: Mr. 
Speaker, this bill went to the Senate, 
and I had an idea of putting an 
amendm9nt on it, but I was told that 
one of the senators was going to add 
an arnE ndment such as I had in 
mind. I would like to have the bill 
tabled until tomorrow morning, so I 
may pre3ent an amendment. I would 
like to lltate to the House the sub
stance of the amendment. In travel
ing on the main highways you get a 
good rna ny country roads as well as 
trunk Ihes that are not very wide. 
These large trucks travel right in the 
center 0:' the road and keep any tour
ing car ,~oming up behind them from 
passing; and this amendment I want
ed to offer was requiring every truck 
to carry a mirror adjusted at all times 
so that they can see any car coming 
up behi:1d them and give them the 
road and let them go past. As it is 
now the trucks make so much noise 
that they cannot hear the sound of 
an approaching car. For this reason, 
if the House will allow me I would 
like to have this tabled until tomor
row mor ning. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion -:0 table prevailed. 

Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker I would like to take up now 
Senate Document 302, Resolve in fav
or of cInrks, stenographers and mes
sengers of the several committees of 
the 79th Legislature and offer the 
following amendment: 

House amendment B to Senate 
Document 302. 

Amen.j by inserting in the first line 
of page 2 after the word "hundred" 
the words "and fifty" so that said line 
as amended shall read as follows: 

Olive M. Dutton, stenographer, two 
hundred and fifty dollars. 

Also amend the second line under 
the heading salaries and fees on page 
two of sa id bill by striking out the 
words "Olive M. Dutton" and insert
ing in ]: lnce thereof the words "Lou
ise G. Cony." Also strike out the 
word "two" in said line and insert in 
place thereof the word "one," so that 
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said line as amended shall read as 
follows: 

Louise G. Cony, stenographer, one 
hundred and fifty dollars. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Thereupon the resolve received its 
two several readings under suspen
sion of the rules, and was passed to 
be engrossed as amended by House 
Amendments A and B, and Senate 
Amendments A, B and d. 

From the Senate: Bill, an act 
amendatory and additional to Chapter 
197 of the Public Laws of 1917, and 
Chapter 301 of the Public Laws of 
1917, relating to the State Depart
ment of Health. 

This was passed to be engrossed 
in the House, March 22, and passed 
to be enacted in the House, March 31. 
It comes from the Senate indefinitely 
postponed in non-concurrence. 

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr. 
Speaker, this is a very important 
matter. It fell by the wayside in the 
Senate, I am convinced through mis
take, - in part, for by the action of 
the Senate we have abolished the 
State department of health, or what 
yOU and I look upon as the State 
board of health. In addition to pro
viding for the annual expenditure of 
the State board of health, House 453, 
this bill carried with it an idea which 
has the support of the physicians all 
over the State, and which expresses a: 
strong desire on the part of the sec
tions of the State which have no 
physicians, as indicated in section 
two of the bill. It authorizes or al
lows cities, towns and plantations to 
employ an official who shall be 
known as the local health officer; and 
If towns and cities see fit to employ 
such, he is a man who Is vouched for 
by the State commissioner of public 
health, devotes his entire time to the 
performance of his duties, and re
ceives one-third of his salary, not to 
exceed $800 a year, from the State. 

Now this bill will not appeal very 
strongly to the gentlemen from the 
cities, who In times of ill health In 
their families have an abundance 
from which to draw for assistance. 
Men never knew until the epidemics 

of the last twelve months, the small 
pox that we had earlier In the sum
mer, and the influenza that we had 
late in the fall, how much it means 
to the sections of Maine where there 
are not competent advisers in suffi
cient number to meet the demands 
of the people. 

In addition to the items I have just 
mentioned, it provides a State appro
priation to meet an appropriation of 
the Federal government. May I In
quire, Mr. Speaker, what the action 
of the House was upon this bill? 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
state that the House passed the bill 
to be engrossed on March 22, and 
passed it to be enacted on March 31. 

Mr. BARNES: Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House insist upon its 
action and appoint a committee of 
conference. 

Mr. SAWYER of Fort Fairfield: Mr. 
Speaker, I introduced those bills at 
the request of the State department 
of health. I am not going to say a 
word in support of them. If this 
State wants to do away with the 
State department of health, why vote 
to do so. I am not gOing to say one 
word in its favor; but no more testg 
can be made, and YOU can go right 
along and have typhoid fever, diph
theria, and everything else. 

Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, this is a very important 
matter and it should be considered 
when we are in a different frame of 
mind than we are tonight; so I move 
that it lie on the table until tomorrow 
morning. 

The SPEAKER: There is a motion 
already before the House, the motion 
of the gentleman from Houlton, Mr. 
Barnes, that the House Insist and ask 
for a committee of conference. 

The motion prevailed. 
The SPEAKER: The Chair will ap

point upon that conference commit
tee, Messrs. Barnes of Houlton, Wil
liams of Auburn, and Sawyer of Fort 
Fairfield. 

The SPEAKER: There Is one other 
thing the Chair wants to suggest. 
This automobile bill which has been 
tabled for tomorrow is a bill that 
ought to be printed, and ought to be 



LEGISLATIVE RECORD-HOUSE, APRIL 2, 1919 1177 

in the hands of the printer tonight 
if possible. 

MrJ FLINT of Monson: Mr. 
Speaker, I move that we take from 
the table, bill, An Act to amend chap
ter 26 of the Revised Statutes, as 
amended by the public laws of 1917, 
relating to the registration and 
operation of motor vehicles. 

The SPEAKER: It is on the table 
on the motion of the gentleman from 
Poland, Mr. Ricker. If the amendment 
could be offered now it would expe
dite matters. 

Mr. RICKER: Mr. Speaker, I will 
not delay it further now. 

The motion to take the bill from 
the tablE, prevailed. 

On further motion by Mr. Flint, the 
bill was passed to be engrossed, as 
amended. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair wishes 
to annOl'.nce the conferees on the 
part of the House on the Boothbay 
Harbor water matter, Messrs., Per
kins of Boothbay Harbor, Maher of 
Augusta, and Buzzell of Belfast. 

On mo tion by Mr. Barnes of Houl
ton, 

Adjourned until tomorrow morning 
at 9 o'clock. 




