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HOUSE 

Wednesday, March 26, 1919. 

The House met according to ad
journment and was calIed to order by 
the Speaker. 

Prayer by tbe Rev. Mr. Walsh of 
Gardiner. 

JOUl:nal 0: previous session read 
and approved. 

Papers from the Senate disposed of 
in concurrence. 

From the Senate: Communication 
from the Secretary of the Senate to 
the Clerk of the House. 

ThE' Governor has returned to the 
Senate bill an act to authorize the 
construction of a weir in the tide wa
ters of Roque Harbor in the town of 
Jonesport, Senate Document No. 125. 
together with his objections to the 
same. The Senate proceeded to vote 
on the passage of the act, the objec
tions of the Governor to the contrary 
notwithstanding, and less than two
thirds of the members of the Senate 
voting in the affirmative, the bill 
failed to become a law over the ob
jections of the Governor. 

In the House the communication 
was ordered placed on file in concur
rence. 

From the Senate: Bill an Act to 
provide for the removal of electric 
wires and poles when necessary for 
the repair of streets 01' removal of 
buildings. 

This was by the House passed to 
be engrossed on March 13 as amended 
by House amendment A. It comes 
back from the Senate passed to be 
engrossed, House amendment A 
adopted in concurrence, and amended 
by Senate amendment A, which is as 
follows: (Senate amendment _'- read.) 

On motion by Mr. Allan of Port
land it was voted to reconside:- the 
vote whereby the bill was passed to 
be engrossed as amended ]-oy House 
amendment A. On further motion by 
the same gent:eman Senate amend
ment A was adopted in concurrence 
with the Senate; and on further mo
tion by the same gentleman the bill 

was pll.ssed to be engrossed al;l 
amended by House amendment A 
and Senate amendment A in concur~ 
rence. 

Senal:e Bills on First Reading 
Senate 237: Resolve in favor of 

the several State normal schools and 
the Mac.awaska Training School for 
permanent repairs and improvement 
of build lngs. . 

Senat" 248: An Act in addition to 
Chapter 52, Section 2 of the Revised 
Statutes. relating to the definition of 
banking. 

Senat,· 23 An Act to amend Sec-
tion 33 of Chapter 16 of the Revised 
Statutes. relating to vacancies in the 
member1;hip of superintending school 
committ,ees. 

SenatE 233: An Act to establish a 
State REformatory .for Men. 

SenatE 244: An Act to amend Sec
:ion ,12 of Chapter 82 of the Reviscd 
Statutes. relating to th~ law court. 

Senate 245: An Act to provide for 
the fixi!' g of salaries and wages of 
subordinates of the several depart
ments 01' the State government. 

The f·)I1owing bills, resolves and 
petitions were received and, upon 
recommEndation of the committee on 
referenc.~ of bills, were referred to 
the following committees: 
Appropri ations and Financial Affairs 

By Mr. Maher of Augusta: Resolve 
approprilting money to pay Ethel W. 
Lee, stenographer to the Clerk, and 
Ida E. Goldstein, stenographer to the 
Speaker of the HOl.se of Repre
sentativ,·s. 

By Mr. Hinckley of South Port
land: REsolve in favor of Howard S. 
Mitchell. 

The SPEAKER: At this time the 
Chair wlII suggest to the House 
chairmen of all the committees that 
they see to it that all resolves having 
to do with the pay of clerks or mes
sengers of committees be put in' t 
the earliast possible moment. 

Orders 
On me·tion by Mr. Weatherbee of 

Lincoln, it was 
Ordered, that 500 copies of the res

olution regarding protection to ag-
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riculture, introduced by the gentle
man trom ·Lagrange, Mr. Fowles, on 
!<'riday, March 21, be printed ffl' the 
use of the members of the Legisla
ture. 

Reports of Committees 
Mr. Rickel', from the Committee 

on Library, reported "ought not to 
pass" on Resolve to Provide Mem
bers of the State Senate and State 
House of Representatives with copies 
of the Revised Statutes." 

Mr. Farnsworth from the Com
mittee on Banks and Banking, 
reported same on bill "An Act to 
amend Section Sixteen of Chapter 
298, Public Laws of 1917, relating to 
small loan agencies." 

Mr. Berry trom. the Committee 
on Military Affairs, on bill "An Act 
authorizing cities and towns to erect 
Military and Naval Me:norial Build
ings and providing for State aid 
therefor," reported ought not to pass, 

, as subject matter is covered by other 
legislation. 

Same gentleman, from same com
mittee, on resolve appropriating 
money for the erection and equip
ment of a State Armory for the use 
of the National Guard of the State of 
Maine stationc 1 in the city of Ban
gor, reported ought not to pass, as 
subject matter is covered by other 
legislation. 

Same gentleman, from same com
mittee, on resolve appropriatip,;" 
money for the erection and equip
ment of a State Armory for the use 
of the National Guard of the State of 
Maine stationed in the city of Lewis
ton,reported ought not to pass as 
subject matter is covered by other 
legislation. 

Mr. Granville from the same commit
tee, on Resolve appr')priating money for 
the erection of a suitable memorial in 
the city of Biddeford, York county, 
commemorative of the bravery and 
valor of the soWi", ~ and sailors of said 
York county in the late war, reported 
ought not to pass as subject matter is 
covered by othe~ legislation. 

Mr. Ridlon from sa,me committee, on 
Resolve appropriating money for the 
erection and equipment of a State 
Armory for the use of the ~at!onal 

Guard of the State of Maine, stationed 
in the cities of B!ddeford and Saco, re
ported ought not to pass as subject 
matter is covered by other legislation. 

Report of the committee of conference 
on the disagreeing action of the two 
branches of the Legislature, on An Act 
to amend Section 64 of Chapter 33 of the 
Revised Statutes, as amended by Chap
ter 219 of the Public Laws of 1917, re
lating to the use of automobiles In 
hunting wild birds and wild animals," 
reporting the accompanying amendment 
:end recommending its adoption. 

The SPEAKER: House Amendmpnt 
A, which Is recommended by the con
ference committee report is as follows: 

Amend House Document No. 212 by 
striking out after the word "follows" 
ir the enacting clause of said act, all )t 
said act, and s1'bstltuting therefor the 
following: 

Section 1. Section 64 of Chapter 33 of 
the Revised Stat'Jtes, as amended by 
Chapter 219 of the Public Laws of 1917, 
is hereby amended by striking out after 
the word "section" in the sixth line 
thereof the words, "whoever violates 
any provision of this section shall pay 
a fine of not less than forty dollars nor 
more than one hundred dollars, and 
costs for each offense," and inserting 
in place thereof the following: "No 
person shall carry in any motor vehicle 
in use on the highways or in the fields 
or forests of the State any rifle or shot
gun, either loaded or with cartridges in 
the magazine thereof. Whoever vio
lates any provision of this section shall 
be subject to a penalty of not more than 
one hundred i10llars and costs for each 
offense, or imprisonment for not more 
than sixty days in the discretion of the 
court." 

On motion by Mr. Hinckley of South 
Portland a viva voce vote being taken 
the report and amendment were tabled, 
and the amendment ordered printed. 

Mr. Holley from the committee on 
appropriations and flnanclal affairs, on 
Resolve for an appropriation to cele_ 
brate the lOOth anniveI;sary of the ad
mission of Maine Into the Union, re
ported same In a new draft, under title 
of Resolve in relation to the celebra
tion of the lOOth anniversary of the ad_ 
mission of Maine into the Union, and 
that It ou::;ht to pass. 
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Mr. Farnsworth from the committee 
on banks and banking, reported ought 
to pass on bill, An Act to amend Section 
78 of Chapte~ 52 o~ the Revised Stat
utes, relating to loans made by trust 
companies. 

Mr. Lausier from same committee, on 
bill An Act to amend Chapter 298 of the 
Public Laws of 1917, relating to small 
loan agencies, reported same in a new 
draft, under spme title, and that It 
ought to pass. 

Mr. Garcelon i 'om the committee on 
legal aiIairs, on bill An Act to amend 
Section 13 of Chapter 6 of the Revised 
Statutes, relating to penalty for viola
tion of provisions in regard to conduct 
of primary elections, reported same in a 
new draft, under same title, and that it 
ought to pass .. 

Mr. Ricker from the committee on 
library, on Resolve providing for the 
purchase ')f 100 copies of the Centennial 
history of Presque Isle. reported same 
in a new draft, under same atle, and 
that it ought to pass. 

Same gentleman from same commit
tee, on Resolve authorizing the p:tr
chase by the State of 100 copies of a 
history of Norway, reported same in a 
new draft, under title of Resolve au
thorizing the State librarian to pur
chase for the State 100 copies of the his_ 
tory of the town of Norway, after same 
are printed, and that it onght to pass. 

Mr. Wilson from the committee Oil 

sanatoriums, on Resolve in favor of the 
Bangor Anti-Tuberculosis Association, 
Bangor, for the care and treatment of 
persons affected with tuberculosis, re_ 
ported same in a new draft, under same 
title, and that It ought to pass. 

Mr. Cunningham from the commit
tee on State lands and forest Dreser
\'atio)1, on bill A n Act to Drovide for 
the eRtahIishment of a St::>.te park 
and fore."t in the Mt. Katahdin re
gion, reporting S8.me in a new draft, 
under title of An Act to proviile for 
the acceptance by the State of gifts 
of land and for the establishment of 
a State park and forest within the 
State of Maine, and that it ought to 
pass. 

Reports were read and accepted 
and bills and resolves ordered print
€d under the joint rules. 

"\II'. Simons from the committee on 
public heaith, reported ought to paS!!' 
on bill An Act amendatory and addi
tional to Chapter 130 of the Revised 
Statutes, relating to offenses against 
the public health, safety and poli
cy and requiring dealers in cigarettes 
to post in their stores, shops or 
plaCES of business a placard upon 
which ~hall be printed a copy of Sec
tion 23 of Chapter 130 of the Revi~d 
Statutes prohibiting the eale of cig. 
arettes to minors. 

(Tabl"d by Mr. Brann of Lewiston 
pendin~: acceptance of the report.) 

First Reading of Printed Bills anJ 
Resolves 

Hous" 489: An Act to amend cer
tain se"tions of Chapter 92 relating 
to the'1ling of claims against es
tates of deceased persons. (New 
draft) 

Hous(, 490: An Act t.o amend Sec
tion 6 )f Chapter 5 of the Revised 
Statute.~·, relating to ineligibility of 
members of boards of registration 
as candid:! tes for elective offices. 
(New draft) 

HOUSE 491: An Act to amend Sec
tions 3 and 6 of Chapter 260 of the 
Public ::"aws of 1917. entitled An Act 
to estahlish a superior court in the 
county ~f Androscoggin. (New draft) 

House 492: An Act to incorporate 
the Belfast Water District. (New 
draft) 

HOUSE 488: Resolve in favor of 
Francois X. Belleau of Lewieton in 
the c.ounty of Androscoggin. (New 
draft) 

Passed to be Engrossed 
Senat'~ 104: An Act relating to the 

inspec.tion of creameries, cheese fac
tories, condensarics or receiving sta
tions for milk or cream. 

Senate 111: An Act to amend Sec
tion 1 cf Chapter 55 of the Revised 
Statute" of Maine, relating to causes 
determined by the Public Utilities 
Commi,s:sion. 

SenatE 166: An Act to amend Chap
ter 26 0: the Reviscd Statutes 'as 
amended by the Public Laws of 1917, 
relating to the registration and op
eration Df motor vehicles. 

SenatE 232: An Act to amend Sec
tions 49, 50, 51, 53, 54. 55. 59 and 60 and 
to repeal Section 52 of Chapter 64 of 
the Revised Statutea as amended 



872 LEGISLATIVE RECORD-HOUSE, MARCH 26, 1919 

by Chapter 297 of the Public Laws of 
1917, relating to the protection of 
children. 

Senate 231: An Act to provide for 
the support of dependents of soldiers. 
sailors and marine~. 

House 463: An Act to amend Sec
tion 2 of Chapter 56 of the Private 
and Special Law€' of 1895 as amend
ed by Chapter 203 of the Private and 
Special Laws of 1903, relating to wa
ter supply of Boothbay Harbor. 

Passed to Be Enacted 
An Act to amend Section 18 of 

Chapter 86 of the Revised Statutes, 
relating to service of certain kinds of 
writs. 

An Act to regulate fishing in Ken
nebago stream. 

An Act to amend Section 6 of 
Chapter 66 of the Public Laws of 
1917, as amended by Chapter 244 of 
the Public Laws of 1917, relating to 
non-resident fishing licenses. 

An Act to amend Section 66 of 
Chapter 16 of the Revised Statutes, 
relating to the attendance of children 
at school. 

An Act to amend Section 37 of 
Chapter 33 of the Revised Statutes, 
as amended by Chapter 219 of the 
Public Laws of 1917, relating to the 
protection of moose. 

An Act to amend Section 1 of 
Chapter 96 of the Revised Statutes 
relating to the recording of chattei 
mortgages. 

An Act to amend Section 16 of 
Chapter 59 of the Revised Statutes, 
relating to compensation of inspec
tors. 

An Act to amend Section 1 of 
Chapter 272 of the Public Laws of 
1917, entitled, "An Act to require cer
tain vehicles to carry lights at night 
arid to control the glare of head 
lights." 

An Act prohibiting weighers of 
coal, hay, straw, junk and other 
articles, and measurers of wood, 
bark or charcoal, from giving certifi
cates of weight or measure until they 
have qualified for the faithful per
formance of the duties of their of
fices. 

Fina.lly Passed 
Resolve, appropriating money for 

the public roads of Oxford county in 

accordance with an act of Congress, 
approved May 23, 1908. 

Resolve, in favor of Andrew Egan, 
for military pension. 

Resolve, for the maintenance and 
improvement of the State park in 

·Augusta. 
(Tabled by Mr. Barnes of Houlton 

pending final passage.) 
Resolve, in favor of the town of 

Livermore, reimbursing said town 
for money paid to soldiers' de
pendents. 

Resolve, in aid of navigation on 
the Lower lakes. 

Resolve, in favor of the inhabitants 
of the town of Industry. Franklin 
county, Maine. 

Resolve, in favor of the Madigan 
Memorial Hospital on account of the 
care of certain persons during the 
year 1917. 

Resolve, to provide funds for vo
cational education. 

Resolve, in favor of the town of 
Castine for correcting an error in 
amount paid for State road work, in 
the years 1917 and 1918. 

Resolve; appropriating money for 
the care and maintenance of Fort 
'Villiam Henry in the town of Bristol. 

The SPEAKER: Resolve proposing 
an amendment to Article IX of the 
Constitution so as to provide for a 
bond issue for the purposes of building 
and maintaining public wharves and 
for the establishment of adequate port 
facilities in the State of Maine. 

This resolve having had its two sev
eral readings in the Senate and having 
been passed to be engrossed, and having 
had its two several readings in the 
House and having been passed to be 
engrossed, and having been reported by 
the committee on engrossed bills as 
truly and stricti:.' engrossed, is if now 
the pleasure of the House that it be 
finally passed? All in favor will please 
rise and stand until counted. 

A division of the House being had. 
One hundred and sixteen voting in fa

vor of the final passage of the resolve. 
and none against, the resolve was final
ly passed. 

The SPEAKER: Resolve proposing 
an amendmen t to Section 1 of Article n 
of the Constitution of the State of 
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Maine, providing for the continuation· 
of the right of suffrage to a person 
otherwise qualified to vote for governor, 
sena tors and represen ta ti ves in this 
'3tate, in the town or plantation where 
his resic1ence for suffrage purposes has 
been established, for a period of three 
months after his removal therefrom to 
another town or plantation within this 
State. 

All those in fa VOl' of the final passage 
of this resolve will please rise and stand 
until counted. 

A division of the House being had, 
One hundred and ten voted in the af

firmative and none in the negative, and 
the resolve was finally passed. 

Orders of the Day 
The SPEAKER: This bring,; us to 

matters especially assigned for today, 
and the Chair will lay the matters be. 
fore the House in their order upon the 
cr.lendar. 

The Chair 'ay/> before the House bill 
an Act relating to primary elections 
and the filing of nomination papers by 
Independent candidates, Senate Docu
ment No. 155, tabled by the gentleman 
from Bingham, Mr. Dutton, pending 
second reading. 

On motion by Mr. Dutton of Bingham 
the bill received its second reading. 

The Chair lays before the House re
solve in favor of the ~orth Yarmouth 
Academy Grant, House Document No. 
471, tabled by the gentleman from North 
Anson, Mr. Holley, pending second 
reading. 

On motion by Mr. Holley the resolve 
received its ~econd reading and was 
passed to be engrossed. 

The Chair lays before the House an 
Act relating to the marking of agricul
tural seeds, House Document No. 482, 
tabled by the gentleman from Portland, 
Mr. Baxter, pending passage to be en
grossed. 

Mr. Baxter presented House Amend
ment A to House Document No. 482. 

Amend House Document No. 482, en
titled an Act relating to the marking 
of agricultural seeds, by adding the 
word "noxious" after the word "of" In 
line ten, section three of said act. 

The Bouse thceupon by a viva voce 
vote ad)pted the amendment; and the 
bill as amended by House Amendment 
A was passed to be engrossed. 

The Chair lays before the House an 
Act for care and preservation of orna
mental trees, House Document ~o. 475, 
tabled by the gentleman from Sebec, 
Mr. Lar.pher, pending third reading. 

Mr. ::"\'~PHER of Sebec: Mr. Speak
er, I wculd like to have that bill re_ 
tabled wnti] Friday morning. I wish to 
consult with the forest commissioner, 
Mr. Col )y, who is away, I understand, 
until that time. I would Jike the indul
gence of the House to permit me to re
table it until that time. 

Thereupon the House by a viva voce 
vote re-tabled the bill, and it was spe
cially a!lsigned for Friday this week. 

The C Clair lays before the House, an 
Act fol' the assistance of towns in 
maintaining town highways, House 
Document No. 470, tabled by the gentle
man from Perry, Mr. Washburn, pend
ing third reading. 

On motion by Mr. Washburn of Perry, 
the bill was given its third reading and 
was passed to be engrossed. 

Mr. MURCHIE of Calais: Mr. Speak
er, is it in order to mOVe at this time 
the inde'inite postponement of this bill? 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will rule 
that it is in order. 

Mr. MURCHIE: Mr. Speaker, I move 
that thi:l bill be indefinitely postponed, 
and as my reason I desire to call the 
attention of the House to the effect of 
this bill as I understand it. The bill 
is HOUSE! Docurr.ent No. 470, the so
called Granville bill. A week ago yes
terday this House, by a vote of some 
large number to 15, voted to pass House 
bill No. ~09 over the veto of the Gov
ernor, and that action was sustained in 
the SeTIlLte. House bill 470, the present 
blll, purports to be an amendment to 
the sam! section of the Highway Com
mission law that the Washburn bill 
amendeo: and If House bill 470 is passed 
by this House and by the Senate, and Is 
approvell by the Governor, it will au
tomatlcdly repeal the Washburn bill 
which ow'e have passed over the veto of 
the Governor. Now I for one do not be
lieve thHt his LeglRlature wants to be 



8'74 LEGISLATIVE HECORD- HOUSE, MAHCH 26, 1919 

put in the position of passing a bill over 
the Governor's veto, and repealing that 
bill in one week after the same is 
passed; and for that reason I hope that 
the bill will be indefinitely postponed. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will state 
to the gentleman from Calais, Mr. 
Murchie, that the gentleman from Par
sonsfield, Mr. Granville, does not ap
pear to be in his seat; and the Chair 
suggests that it be laid on the table 
temporarily. 

On motion by Mr. Murchie of Calais 
the bill was re-tabled, to be taken up 
later in the day. 

---
The Chair lays before the House 

House Amendme~lt A to Senate Amend_ 
ment A to resolve authorizing the Gov
ernor and Council to pay bills incurred 

in the construction of the Stevens' cot
tage at Skowhegan, House Document 
No. 418, tabled by the gentleman from 
South Portland, Mr. Hinckley, pending 
adoption. 

Mr. HINCKLEY: Mr. Speaker, inas.
much as the proper amendment has not 
been received, I move that it lie on the 
table until tomorrow morning. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair wil state 
that it is informed by the Clerk that the 
proper amendment is House 493. 

On motion by Mr. Hinckley, the mat
ter was re-tabled temporarily. 

The Chair lays before the House veto 
message of the Governor 0)1 Resolve in 
favor of John Q. Fleming, House Docu
ment No. 346, tabled by Mr. Ronnds of 
Portland, pending consideration. 

Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Orono, Mr. Perkins. 

Mr. PERKINS of Orono: Mr. 
Speaker and gentlemen: Because I 
believe in right and justice and am 
happy and content in the thought 
that I have always paid one hundred 
cents on the dollar, and am making 
no other plans for the future, I see 
no reason why the State of Maine 
should not do the same, and r as a 
public servant will not lend a hand 
to do otherwise. Now I am not go
ing to do any "pussy-footing" and 
soft pedaling about this matter, but 
I am going to give the members of 
this House the facts as nearly as I 

can in the form we heard them up 
in the claims committee room. 

Now, gentlemen, this claim of 
.John G. Fleming for money which he 
claims was due him is a balance for 
building a piece of road between the 
towns of Wiscasset and Woolwich. 
Mr. Fleming is an old and experi
enced road builder, and he entered 
into a contract with the State High
way Department and filed the bond 
for the faithful performance of his 
duty by a certain time and to live up 
to his obligations, so he was awarded 
that contract over all other bidders. 
An engineer was placed in charge of 
Mr. Fleming, and Mr. Fleming could 
not move a rock or shovelful of 
gravel unless this engineer told him 
to do so. Mr. Fleming believed that 
this engineer was his boss, and, gen
tlemen, I think we will prove to you 
before we get through with this claim 
that the engineer was his boss. For 
instance, you will see upon page four 
of the report which you have upon 
your desks: "These quantities are 
approximate only, being given as a 
basis for the comparison of bids, and 
the commission reserves the right to 
increase or decrease the amount of 
any class or portion of the work as 
may be deemed expedient or neces
sary." Item 15: "Fifty linear feet of 
side underdrains, including land tile 
in place and back-filled with gravel." 
After they started in to build the 
road, it was found that it was not 
practicable to put in the land tile; 
so the engineer in charge of Mr. 
Fleming put in a gravel and rock 
drain, digging into the ground, gen
tlemen, some four feet in depth, as 
you will see by the original blue 
print, filling at the bottom with 
gravel, on top with stone, and on the 
very top cobble stone and gravel. 
This drain was to be two feet in 
width and four feet in depth. Mr. 
Fleming built 1991 feet of this drain, 
so he claims, and there was no proof 
to the contrary excepting that by cal
culating with their instruments, it 
was found that there were 1880 feet. 
Mr. Fleming did not dispute the 
commission upon this point; but 
where he did dispute them, gentle
men, is where the contract said that 
fifty linear feet of side underdrain, 
including land tile in place and back-
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filled with gravel, at $2.00 per linear 
foot, the department wished to 
award him 70 cents per foot for con
structing this drain. All we al
lowed him was $1,316.00 for the job, 
which I claim, and for which I think 
he was justified in claiming the 
amount of $3,982.00, making a differ
ence of $2,666.00 between the figures 
of Mr. Fleming and the State High
way Department. 

We held a meeting up in our 
claims room, Mr. Fleming was there 
and his witnesses with his set of 
books that were used on the job. 
He had a very competent bookkeeper, 
a man who had kept the facts and 
figures of that job, and it was proven 
there that they WE're right to a cent 
and to a minute. The State High
way Department at that time pre
sented the opposite side of the case, 
and at that time they said that their 
recollection of the job was rather 
hazy because at that time they were 
not in very good working condition. 
Mr. Fleming presented to us ",1>", 
appeared to be a very clear and con
cise case. We felt that he had not 
received fair treatment at the hands 
of the Highway Department, and the 
Highway Department, I think, felt 
that way themselves; and so they 
requested us to have another hear
ing, which we did. We re-opened 
that case and one night we had a 
hearing in the Senate Chamber. Tt 
was brought out at the hearing in 
the claims room, upon testimony of 
the State Highway engineer, that 
Mr. Fleming was a very hard man 
to have to do work for the State. 
He said that Mr. Fleming was a man 
who would do just about as he saw 
fit, and that they had a good deal of 
trouble to get engineers that would 
stay on the job, but that at last they 
got a gentleman who stayed with 
him. They said that he drove two 
men off the job before this gentle
man got there who stayed with him 
to the fini'':J.. When we were asked 
to have this next hearing down in the 
Senate Chamber, Mr. Rounds of 
Portland asked them to produce those 
two gentlemen, or their names, that 
were driven off the job; and that 
night Mr. Rounds said to the engi
neer, "We don't see those two men 
that were driven off the job." 

"'Veil." he said, "we made a mis
take." He said they were Fleming's 
own meCl, gentlemen, that were driv
en off that job because they were not 
efficient and because he knew that 
they could not do the work in a sat
isfactor~' manner either for the 
Highway Department or for himself. 
In that Senate Chamber that night 
the Assistant Attorney General pre
sented the State's side of the case, 
and Ravmond Fellows of Bangor 
presentEd Mr. Fleming'S side. I 
want to tell you, gentlemen, there 
was nothing to it, because there was 
nothing more brought out in favor of 
the State at that hearing than there 
was at the first hearing. They 
would n,)t admit anything. They ad
mitted that there was something due 
Mr. FlelOing-1 think some $550.00-
but they would not admit that they 
were no'; right in this seventy cents 
where he should have been paid two 
dollars. 

We gave a great deal of time and 
delibera 1 ion to thil' claim. and heard 
them very thor0ughly 'from halt 
past six in the evening, if I am not 
mistaken, until half past nine or 
quarter of 'ten; and after the de
partmen, had departed we went into' 
secret s,~ssion and we "chewed the 
rag." Some thought one thing, €'Orne 
thought another; but every man on 
that conmittee was convinced that 
John G. Fleming has not had a 
sqmtre deal at the hands of the ile
pflrtment. It was brought out in 
testimony that since that time John 
G. Fleming has built either two or 
three pieces of road for the State, be
cause they said he was a very effi
cient road builder-a man in fact 
that you could put some dependen!)e 
on; and this last fall they awarded 
him a contract, gentlemen, over all 
other biCders--m fact, John G. Flem'
ing was the highest bidder uoon the 
job. As ] have ""aid, the ten men up
on that committee deliberated. They 
argued and they chalked. and at 
last we took as a basis the sum of 
all these chalkings, divided them by 
ten, and reached a verdict of $2093.-
90. We did not make any allowance 
for the "V" drain, which Mr. Fiem
ing was obliged to do some' extra. 
work upon. We did not make any al-
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lowance for some extra borrow that 
he was obliged to move. We did not 
mal,e any allowance for the extra 
haul that he had to make in order to 
accommodate one engineer who was 
on two jobs, nor did we make any 
allowance for some extra guard rails 
that he was supposed to have put in. 
We laid that all to one ,-"ide, and we 
reached this verdict which we 
thought was in all fairness to the 
State highway department and to 
Mr. Fleming himself. 

It was brought out in testimony 
there that in the fall of 1917, under a 
stress of circumstances, this old gen
tleman offered to settle with the de
partment for $1750. He offered to set
tle, gentlemen, under a stress of .:!ir
cumstancoo, because he was driven 
to the 'wall, so to speak. He had to 
ha ve the money; and I do not think 
there is a member here in this house 
who has not sometime or other in 
his life seen the time that he had to 
have the money; and I think, gentle
men. a lot of times a man is quite 
willing to sacrifice somothing upon 
his original claim in ord<'lr to get his 
money and have the thing settled up. 
It was also brought 'lut ;/J t"",tim0ny 
that very shortly after Mr. B'lemlng 
introduced this resolve int.o tiu high
way department or an offer to f'f;ttle, 
he mortgaged his place fo" $1750. and 
this old man. some over 70 years old, 
went into the woods I.h'lt willtf;r and 
swamped with a crew hecaUS'3 he 'vas 
very hard UP. 

Now, gentlemen. after w~ reached 
our verdict we received word tnat if 
we did not cut that verdict down 
from $2093.90 to $1000, the Governor 
would veto it. but if we would sub
mit to $1000, the State highway de
partment would not "put up any hol
ler," nor the attorney general's of
fice, and the governor would sign his 
name to that resolve. 

Now. gentlemen, you can see the 
position in which we were placed. 
We gave a lot of consideration to 
that claim, and I believe that we 
reached a good, fair conclusion for 
everyone concerned: and if we :lad 
sllobmitted to the one-man power 
which told us what we were to do, 
I submit to the members of thle 
House that we were no longer fit to 

remain in our seats in this House as 
legislators and to represent our con
stituents at home. Therefore. gen
tlemen, we rendered that verdict ot 
$2093.90. and we are going to stand 
by it until the last ditch; and I want 
to say right here that I am going to 
stand for this because I believe it j." 

right and I believe every member of 
that committee believes that it is 
right, and I am willing to go down, 
gentlemen, with colors flying if I 
have to, but thank God that I stand 
upon the bedrock of justice and 
right. Gentlemen, I believe that we 
are right, and I ask you to support 
us in this resolve. Gentlemen, I 
thank you. (Applause) 

Mr. VARNEY of vVindham: Mr. 
Speaker, this Fleming matter is a 
matter of history. Four years ago 
we threshed it <Jut the eame as you 
are threshing it out now. It was 
proved to us at that time that Mr. 
Fleming was a man along in Years, 
a man who could neither read nor 
write, could not read his blue prints 
of the work that he was doing, knew 
nothing about road building. This 
was the first contract the State ever 
let-the first piece of road-building 
that Mr. Fleming, or anyone else in 
the State of Maine, ever did: that 
Mr. Fleming was determined to do 
this work in his own way, regardless 
of the plane· or the ideas and specifi
cations of the commission. Mr. Flem
ing would start in to build a piece of 
road and cover grade. He would cut 
off too much of It and be obliged to 
fill it. He would start in to cut :], 
grade and would not cut off enough 
of it, and would be obliged to gO over 
and re-cut to come to the specifica
tions. 

It has been said tha t there were 
two men turned off or discharged, 
One of the men was Mr. Fleming's 
son, who was in business with him 
and worked with him on the con
tract. Anothe,' was his bookkeeper 
who would not work with Mr, Flem
ing. Therefore, they left the job, and 
for a time there was no one on the 
job who cO.Ald look after the work, 
and the State loaned Mr. Fleming an 
engineer to see that the work was 
done. This man was paid by Mr. 
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Fleming, not by the State; he was 
:\1,'. Fleming's man. 

Now in regard to this ditch busi
ness,-thc fifty feet. This was sim
ply a unit to get a contract from, 
and, as I understand it, Mr. Flem
ing's bid was for two dollars a linear 
foot for digging and filling this ditch; 
but the Commission verbally told him 
that they would not accep~ that bid, 
nor any bid over seventy cents, the 
same as they were paying all the 
other men,-the same as they were 
paying the man right at the end of 
the work where :'Ill'. I,'leming was 
at work. They paid him what they 
.[greed to pay him; but there was 
quite a little work that was done, 
that was done under the direction of 
the engineer in charge, that they felt 
would be of benefit and that was a 
benefit to the road; and for that rea
son they felt that some compensa
tion should be due Mr. Fleming, and, 
if I understand it, the Governor has 
Intimated that one thousand dollars 
is all the money that is possibl~' due 
Mr. Fleming. 

Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, the Highway Commission 
for the second time said that they 
had producec: all the evidence that 
they had, because they were asked 
specifically if they had any more evi
dence. No evidence was sho,ln 1'8, 

no copy of let+er, or anything that 
they gave Mr. }<'Ieming showing any
thing different from that bid that is 
on your desk now; now I want to say 
that they had no more evidence. Mr. 
Deering said that it did not make any 
odds, that they would do just as they 
were a mind to. Now I think the 
Legislature is a little mite over the 
highway department in certain things, 
and I want to say ht:re that we tool: 
no account of this "V" drain work 
that Mr. Fleming was obliged to do. 
They made him put in eight inches, 
and you will see by the report here, 
on the lower part of t1":s plan that it 
was a feather edge, and they found 
the feather edge would not stand up 
to the heavy travel put on that road, 
and they made that old gentleman 
put on eight inches more and made 
him haul it two miles and a half .out 

of his way f01' the engineer to look 
at. Now they come hel'e and tell us 
that we do not know what we are 
ta:king about. That is what the At
torney C; enel'al's office told us, I 
want it understood that I think we 
know ail much about it as he, 
and I ';hin': we know as much 
about 1'0 ld building as he does. 
Therefor", I think we ought to pass 
this resolve, no matter whether the 
Governol says so or not. (Applause.) 

Mr. FIKE of Eastport: Mr. 
Speaker and gentlemen of the House: 
I can ae d not! ing to the very able 
presentai ion of this matter by the 
gentleman from Orono (Mr. Perk
ins). I do, however, desire to add 
this: that this is the court of last 
J'esort to determine the rights 0= Mr. 
l<'leming. He has no right under the 
law to sue the State. The only court 
to which he can go is to the Legis
lature. The committee on claims 
have heHrd both sides of this case 
and given it careful consideration, 
anCi I ~ubll1it, :\11'. ~peaker and 
gentlemen of the House, that the 
finding (If that committee is en
titled to great consideration by you. 
I hope the veto message of the Gov
ernOr wii I not be sustained. 

Mr. LANPHER of Sebec: Mr. 
Speaker, may we have the Governor's 
veto message read '? 

The S"EAKER: The Chair will 
read the message. i.:'Ilessage read.) 

Mr. BHACKETT of Limington: 
Mr. Spea:'<:er, I think Mr. Perkins cov
ered the ground very well, but there 
is one feature ~ wouV like to add to 
what he said. It was not admitted 
at all th2.t there was a thing due Mr. 
Fleming Ilntil the second hearing, and 
then by cross examination of the 
Assistant l. ttorney General, it was 
finally admitted that there was five 
hundred dollars due him. That 
looked kind of strange to me. 

The SFEAKER: The question be
fore the House is, shall this resolve 
become law notwithstanding the ob
jections of the Governor? 

Mr. PERKINS of Orono: Mr. 
Speaker, I move that when the vote is 
iakE'n, it be yea a".<1 nClY vote. 
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The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
state that this is necessary by the 
Constitution. All those in favor of 
the passage of this resolve notwith
standing the objections of tr 3 Gov
ernor will say yes when their names 
are called; those opposed will say no. 
The Clerk will call the roll. 

YEA-Adams, Alden, Anderson, Ar
thur, Audibert, Austin of Milford, 
Barnes, Baxter, Bean, Berry, Bowie, 
Brackett, Bradford, Bragdon, Brann, 
Brewster Brown, Burns of Madison, 
Buzzell, Carey, Carleton, Casey, Case, 
Cates, Chamberlin of Lebanon, Cham
berlain of Winslow, Chaplin, Chf'IIis, 
Clason, Clifford, Colcord, Cole, Canary, 
Corliss, Cowan, Crabtree, Crane, Cun
ningham, Dain, Davis of Old Town, 
Dolloff, Doyle, Dunn, Dunning, Dutton, 
Eaton, Fagan, Farnsworth, Farrington. 
Flint, Foss, Forbes, Fowles, Fuller, 
Furbish, Garcelon, Gilmour, Gray, 
Granville, Grinnell, Hanson, HatCh. 
Hinckley, Hisler, Holley, HoUghton, 
Hussey, Jillson, Jones, Jordan of Cape 
Elizabeth, Jordan of New Gloucester. 
Langelier, Lanpher, Lausier, Leonard, 
Love, Macomber, Maher, Marr, Mason, 
McLeary, Miller, Millett, Morin, Mul
ligan, Murch, Murchie, Murray, ::-.ielson, 
O'Connell, O'Leary, Orff, OVerlock, 
Owen, Pattee, Peabody, Perkins of 
Boothbay Harbor, Perkins of Orono, 
Philllps, Pike, Plummer, Porter, Put
nam, Reed, Ricker, Ridlon, Ring, Rob· 
erts, Rounds, Rowe, Rowell, Sanborn, 
Savage, Sawyer, Simons, Small, Smith, 
Stacey, Stanley, Stevens, Storm, ;:,ullI
van, Sweatt, Swift, Thomas of Harps. 
well, Thomas of South Portland, Tilden, 
Varney of Jonesboro, Varney of Wind· 
ham, \Varren, Washburn, Weatherbee, 
\Villiams of AubUrn, Williams of Wells. 
Wilson of Presque Isle, \Vilson of Port· 
land. Wyman-137. 

NAY-Daigle, Davis of Freeport, Gree
ley, Mitchell-4. 

ABSENT-Allan of Portland, Allen ot 
Sanford, Austin of South Berwici<, 
Burns of Eagle Lake, Cochrane, Cou_ 
lombe, Hammond, Leathers, Mace, Ma
thews-10. 

At the close of the roll call Mr. Var
ney of Windham made the followir..g 
statement: Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to change my vote from no to yes for 
this reason: I wish this man to have 
eY!~rything that is (lue him, but I thin], 
the amount is excessive. 

The SPEAKER: The clerk will reo 
cord;'he change of the vote of the gen
tleman f)'om Windham, Mr. Varney. 

One hundred and thirty-seven having 
voted "I(;S and four having voted no. 
the resolve becomes a law notwith
sbndlng the objections of the Gov
ernor. 

The Chair lays before the House Veto 
message of the Governor on Resolve 
in favor of the trustees of Hartland 
academy. House No. 324, tabled by the 
gentleman from ::-.iorth Anson, Mr. Hol
ley, pending consideration. 

:\11'. HOLLEY of North Anson: Mr. 
Speaker, I tabled this matter yester
day because the gentleman who intro
duced the resolve was not in his seat. I 
now yield to the gentleman from Har
mony. Mr. Pattee. 

Mr. PATTEE of Harmony: Mr. 
Speaker and gentlemen of the House, 
I believe that this money is justly and 
rightly due to Hartland academy; but 
in looking over the situatioll, and being 
in consultation with the educational de
partment of the State. I find that thete 
are other institutions of like character 
who are in the same position as Hart
land academy. and it might work an 
injustice to those institutions If this be
came a law over the Governor's veto. 
Now, as you all know. the instances 
have been very rare of late when I 
could agree with the Governor. and Ie 
there is the least possible excuse for 
my doing so I want to embrace the op
portunity. Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the Governor's veto be sustained. 

The SPEAKER: The question befote 
the Houae is, shall Resolve in. favor of 
the trustees of Hartland academy for 
Sta te aid for agricultural instruction 
for the year 1917-18 become a law. not_ 
withstanding the objections of the Gov
ernor? All those who are in favor of 
its becoming a law, notwithstanding 
the objections. will answer yes; those 
opposed, no. The clerk will call the 
roll. 

YEA-Dutton-l. • 
NAY-Adams, Alden, Allan of Port

land, Arthur. Audibert, Austin of Mil
ford, Austin of South Berwick, Barnes. 
Baxter, Bean, Berry, Bowie, Brackett, 
Bradford, Bragdon. Brann, Brewster. 
Brown, Burns of Eagle Lake, Burns of 
Madison, Buzzell, Carey, Carleton, Ca
sey, Case, Cates, Chamberlin of Leb
anon, Chamberlain of Winslow, Chap
lin, Chellis, Clason. Clifford. ColcorJ. 
Cole. Canary Corliss, Cowan. Crabtree. 
Crane, Daigle, Daine, Davis of Free
port. Davis of Old Town, Dolloff, Doyle, 
Dunn, Dunning. Eaton, Fagan, Farns
worth, Flint, Foss. Borbes, Fowles, Ful_ 
ler, Furbish, Garcelon, Gilmour, Gray. 
Granville. Greeley. Grinnell. Hanson. 
Hatch, Hinckley. Holley. Houghton, 
Hussey. Jillson, Jones, Jordan of Cape 
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Elizabeth, Jordan of New Gloucester. 
Langelier, Lanpher, Lausier, Leonard, 
Love, Macomber, Marr, Mason. Mc
Leary, Miller, Millett, Mitchell, Morin. 
Mulligan, Murch, Murchie, Murray. Nel
son, O'Connell, Orff, Overlock, Owen, 
Pattee, Peabody, Perkins of Boothbay 
Harbor, Phillips, Pike, Plummer, Por
ter, Putnam, Reed, Ridlon. Ring, Rob
erts, Rounds, Rowe, Rowell, Sanborn. 
Savage, Sawyer, Small, Smith, Stacey, 
Stanley, Storm, Sullivan, Sweatt, Swift, 
Thomas of Harpswell, Thomas of South 
Portland, Tilden, Varney of Jonesboro, 
Varney of Windham, Warren, Wash
burn, Weatherbee, Williams of Auburn. 
Williams of Wells, Wilson of Presque 
Isle, Wilson of Portland, Wyman-133. 

ABSENT-Allen of Sanford, Anderson, 
Cochrane, Coulombe, Cunningham, 
Hammon, Hisler, Leathers, Mace, Ma
her, Mathews, O'Leary, Perkins of 
Orono, Ricker, Simons, Stevens-16. 

The SPEAKER: One hundred 
and thirty-three having voted in the 
negative, and one in the affirmative, 
the House sustained the Governor's 
veto. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair wants 
to suggest that when we come to 
the next matters, which are tabled 
and unassigned matters, that the 
House give careful attention, as 
these bills and resolves are going 
along in a hurried way, and some
thing is likely to escape the notice 
of . somebody who is interested. I 
hope the House will give careful at
tention to these matters as they 
come from the table. 

Mr. WILSON of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, I move that the House re
consider its action whereby Senate 
Document No. 166, An Act relating 
to the registration and operation of 
motor vehicles. was given its third 
reading. 

The motion prevailed. 

Mr. WILSON: Mr. Speaker, I 
move the bill lie on the table. I 
would like to look it over. I think 
I would like to offer an amendment. 

The motion by Mr. Wilson that 
the bill be laid on the table, with
out definite assignment, prevailed. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
call the attention of the House to 
the House order, under which all 
matters not specially assigned for a 
later day, will be taken automatical
ly from the table every day, so that 

every thin, comes off the table everY 
day. 

Mr. WILSON: Mr. Speaker, I un
derstood that order takes effect to
morroW. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
state thaI; it understands the order 
begins tomorrow. 

Mr. HINCKLEY of South Port
land: Mr. Speaker, I tabled this 
morning 3.n act relating to carrying 
firearms. I move it be taken from 
the table. 

The SPEAKER: Will the gentle
man from South Portland, Mr. 
Hinckley, state the number. 

Mr. HDl'CKLEY: Mr. Speaker, I 
did not get the number. 

The SPEAKER: Does the gentle
man refe]' to the report of the com
mittee on conference? 

Mr. HINCKLEY: Mr. Speaker, 
yes, the committee on conference. 

The SF:8AKER: We will pass this 
matter for the present and take up 
House Amendment A to bill, An Act 
relative to temporary loans by coun
ty commi,sioners, House No. 323, ta
bled by ';he gentleman from Port
land, Mr. Allan, pending its adop
tion. 

Mr. ALLAN of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, I move that the amend
ment be ·'.ndefinitely postponed. 

Mr. WILSON of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to inquire of 
the gentl'lman from Portland (Mr. 
Allan) if the amendment does not 
leave the law as it is? 

Mr. ALLAN: Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman please repeat his ques
tion? 

Mr. WILSON: I understand, Mr. 
Speaker, that this bill simply relates 
to the amount of temporary loans, 
and if the amendment should be 
annexed, as proposed, it would sim
ply put the law back where it 
stands today. 

Mr. ALLAN: Mr. Speaker, I do 
not want to go into the merits of 
the case. The amendment is so 
drawn that while it does not affect 
Cumberland county it will extend 
the amot.nt of the temporary loans 
in Kennebec county $200,000, and, 
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Kennebec county people are not in
terested in it whatever. 

Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: M!·. 
Speaker, I think you have heard quite 
a lot about Cumberland; perhaps all 
you want to. This bill No. 323, 
takes in Cumberland and Ken
nebec. It increases the borrowing 
capacity of these three people in 
Maine, down in the southwestern 
corner, almost, of Maine. It is really 
a one man affair, &E' two of them 8.re 
fighting one another and threatening 
to knock the block off one another's 
shoulders. They have gone to work 
now and started a farm; or the 
Legislature started one for them in 
the first place. That farm cost 
$19,000, and they have borrowed 
$50,000 on that farm. They are good 
financiers-men who can get $50,000 
on a $19,000 property. That is '}ne 
thing they have done. They have 
gone to work to increase their debt 
limit before we increase it here. 
They owe one bank one hundred and 
some odd thousand dollars; I heard it 
was $103,000, and one of the gentle
men in this House said it wae.$108,-
000. That is not all, either. A few 
months ago they took it into their 
heads that they would endorse the 
county of Cumberland's notes for a 
bill they thought they might owe, but 
did not know whether they owed it 
or not. They endorsed it "County of 
Cumberland, by the commissioners of 
the county of Cumberland." Now 
they have gone to work with ~his 

farm, and with the sale of milk ",nr] 
pigs and the like, they could not pay 
what it cost them for the grain, be
Sides what they rai.s<ed on the farm. 
They had in their report, three in
mates, I think, and it cost them OV~l' 
$9,000 to keep them. Now, gentlemen, 
r do not believe the great county of 
Cumberland wants them to have any 
more drawing capacity-from $75,000 
up to $200,000. I understand the gen
tleman from Portland (Mr. Allan) 
Was going to make an amendment to 
this amendment, because I had not 
made it, as a lawyer says, right; and 
he was going to make an amendment 
that would be right. Now I would 
like to table this bill until tomorrow 
morning, and see if the gentleman 
can make one out so the county or 

Cumberland will not be in the hole a 
number of hundreds-not hundred 
thousands, but hundred",. of millions. 
I would like to see an amendment put 
on to Cumberland county same 'as 
you put on to the county farm of the 
gentleman from Gorham. I would 
like to have this tabled until tomor
row morning, so that the gentleman 
from Portland (Mr. Allan), who was 
going to make this amendment, may 
have it here to vote on tomorrow 
morning. 

The SPEAKER: The motion to lay 
on the table takes precedence over 
the motion to indefinitely postpone. 
All those in favor of laying the mat
ter on the table until tomorrow morn
ing say aye; those opposed no. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion to table prevailed. 

The SPEAKER: At this time the 
Chair will state that the Conference 
report on the use of automobiles In 
hunting wild bird€! and animals is in 
the hands of the Chair. 

Mr. HINCKLEY of South Portland: 
Mr. Speaker, I move that the matter 
take its regular course. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
House adopted House Amendment A 
as recommended by the Conference 
report which the House accepted, and 
the bill was passed to be engrossed as 
amended by the amendment which 
was recommended by Conference 
committee's report. 

The Chair lays before the House, 
House Amendment A to bill An Act 
relating to public health, House No. 
3:i1, tabled by the gentleman from 
Perham, Mr. Bragdon, pending ite 
adoption. 

Mr. BRAGDON of Perham: Mr. 
Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Fort Fairfield (Mr. Sawyer). 

Mr. SAWYER of Fort Fairfield: 
Mr. Speaker, I do not understand 
what the bill is 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
state that this was a bill tabled by 
the gentleman from Perham, Mr. 
Bragdon, An Act amendatory and 
fl,dditional :0 Section 121. Chapter 19, 
of the Revised Statutes relating to 
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public health, and upon that matter 
an amendment had been presented. 

Mr. SAWYER: Mr. Speaker, I want 
to say that there has been a good deal 
of misunderstanding about this bill. 
Now it is a very simple matter. I 
want to say further that if this was 
my own personal bill, and my own 
personal views, it would not be en
titled to a great amount of considera
tion; but I represent in this matter 
the State department of health, and 
also the Maine Medical Associatton at 
their request. This prophylactic 
treatment is very simple indeed. It 
is adopted and used by the medical 
fraternity of the country. Nineteen 
states have already adopted it. This 
bill comes here from the National As
sociation for the Prevention of Blind
ness, asking this Legislature to pass 
this bill. You understand that from 
40 to 50 per cent of the cases of 
blindness in this county today are due 
to this one cause, which is an infiam
atory disease of new-born babies. The 
prophylactic treatment is simply a 
one per cent solution of nitrate of sil
ver dropped in the eye; that is the 
one commonly used, and it is used in 
practically all the states where it is 
the law. That means one grain of 
this nitrate of silver dissolved in one 
hundred drops of water. That amount 
would be sufficient for half a dozen 
babies, but even if they should be 
careless and drop half of it in the 
eye and fed the baby the rest of it, 
It would not do any harm; it would be 
perfectly harmless. Now if we can 
do this much to prevent blindness, 
for Heaven's sake, let us have the 
law and see that it is enforced. 

The SPEAKER: The question is on 
the adoption of House Amendment A 
and that amendment is printed bill, 
House No. 331. All those who are in 
favor of the adoption of the amend
ment will cay aye; all those opposed 
no. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
House adopted House Amendment A, 
and House Document No. 90, as 
amended by House Amendment A re
ceived its second reading and was 
assigned for its third reading tomor
row morning. 

The Chair lays before the House, 
reports f:'om committee on sea and 
shore fish~ries, majority report, ought 
not to pa"s, minority report, ought to 
pass, on bill, an Act relating to the 
granting of lobster licenses, tabled by 
the gentleman from Boothbay Harbor, 
Mr. Perkins, pending acceptance ot 
either repJrt. 

Mr. PE:RKINS of Boothbay Har
bor: Mr. Speaker, I move that the 
bill lie on the table. 

A viva voice vote being taken, the 
motion W2,s lost. 

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr. 
Speaker, of course it is alleged around 
through the House here that some
body has got a pound full of lob
sters that are a little short, and if 
we delay this long enough the lob
sters will grow long enough so he 
can sell them. and get his money out 
of them. Now I sympathize with a 
man who is caught with that amount 
of goods on his hands. It is also al
leged that in the Senate there are 
some amendments to this bill. Why 
the amendments are so far removed 
from the hill, I do not, of course, un
derstand, because I do not understand 
the workings of the mind of a man 
that has ~:ot a pound full of lobsters 
that he wants to grow to the size 
that he c~n dispose of; but I make 
the motion that this lie on the table~ 

until tomerrow. 
A viva voce vote bE'ing taken, the 

motion prevailed. 
The SPJ<;AKER: The Chair will 

state that from a parliamentary 
standpoint, intervening business has 
to come before you can renew a mo
tion of that sort; but I think It will 
expedite matters. 

The Chair lays before the House, 
report of committee on legal affairs, 
ought not to pass, on bill, an Act re
lating to nominations by primary elec
tions, Honse No. 335, tabled by the 
gentleman from Bingham, Mr. Dut
ton, pending its acceptance. 

Mr. DUTTON of Bingham: Mr. 
Speaker and gentlemen of the House: 
I desire v1lry briefly to state my po
sition upo:~ this matter. Previous to 
the prim:try election-previous to 
coming before the voters of my dis-
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-trict for election as representative 
here in thik' body, I made a public 
statement that, should I be elected, 
the first act tbat I would attempt to 
do would be to introduce a measure 
looking for the repeal of the ores
ent primary law. To give yOU some 
idea of the sentiment in Somer"et 
county relative to the primary law, 
I may say that I was re-elected by 
an increased majority after having 
made that statement. If there is a 
county in the state which has seen 
perhaps more of the iniquities of the 
primary law, it is Somereet county, 
and I mention Somerset county be

'caURe I believe it is a fair representa
tion of many other counties in the 
state; perhaps not all of them, as I 
am informed there are counties where 
'the primary law has worked satisf,w
torily; but I believe you will agrce 
with me the tendency has been to 
nominate the candidates in the larger 
towns or larger cities of the state. In 
Somerset county, gentlemen, laet f::tll 
'every single county officer, with the 
exception of one, was nominated in 
the town of Skowhegan. Now I do 
not blame those candidates for that 
condition of affairs, nor do I find gny 
fault with the qualifications of thosc 
candidates, but a law that permits 
the nomination and election of ail 
the officers of the county from one 
town is not conducive to good gov
'ernment in any county. True, they 
elected onEl'" officer, a member of the 
Senate, outside of Skowhegan, but he 
comes from a town so close to Skow
hegan that the very smoke from the 
chimneys in Skowhegan falls upon 
hio';' town. Two of our county com
missioners in Somerset county come 
from Skowhegan, and after we hav," 
another election, the additional coun
ty commissioner will no doubt come 
from that town. I mention this con
dition of affairs in Somerset county 
because, as I say, it represents a con
dition which really exists in many 
counties of the state. You might sav 
that there were countioo where this 
condition of affairs was prevented by 
the efforts of the voters themselves. 
'There may possibly be. I believe, 
gentlemen, there was an honest tef

fort in Skowhegan to remedy this 
condition of affairs at the last prim-

ary, but in spite of their honest ef
forts to make a fair distribution of 
the candidates in that county, still 
the result was as I stated. There is 
another reason, gentlemen, why I ob
ject to the workings of the present 
primary law. It is because in a state
wide primary-when a man is re
quired to enter into a primary, and 
make a state-wide canvass and a 
state-wide campaign in the primary, 
and then again make another can
vass, which is state-wide, at the 
polls,. it lays a financial burden upon 
the candidate, and it is only the man 
with great wealth who is able to take 
advantage of the primary law. Thi~ 

measure has been urged, gentlemen, 
as a people's measure, but I believe 
you will agree with me that, in its 
workings, it has proved to be a rich 
man's mea.sure instead of a poor 
man's measure. 

There is another reason, gentlemen, 
why the primary law has proven 
unsatisfactory. In case of ",everal 
candidates entering the primary for 
sta te-wide offices, it is possible for the 
minority to nominate the candidate 
for any state-wide office; it is possi
ble for the majority not to rule in the 
matter. This measure was put upon 
our statute books by direct vote of 
the people. I feel, gentlemen, that it 
should not be repealed except by di
rect vote of the people. I think, per
hap", that while the sentiment is 
strong in the State of Maine for its 
repeal; I think that while the Demo
cratic party, as a party, is afraid to 
touch it; I believe that while the Re
publican party, as a party, is afraid 
to repeal the primary law, yet, gen
tlemen, there is throughout the state 
a strong sentiment for its repeal, and 
I believe we should at least refer the 
thing back to the people and allow 
them to express their opinion upon 
it. I can see no harm in that. No 
man, in that event, will be commit
ting himself to any proposition 
which he will not be able to explain 
at home. If there is thi", wide
spread dissatisfaction-and I belie\'e 
there is and I believe that men hon
estly believe the primary law has 
worked out contrary to all of its ex
pectations-then I can see no harm in 
allowing the people upon our books 



LEGISLATIVE RECORD-HOUSE, MARCH 26, 1919 883 

the opportunity to express themselves 
upon it now that It has been tried, 
and if the people of the State of 
Maine are satisfied with the primary 
law, and they '-"0 expressed thetn
selvt'lt'l, then, gentlemen, it will be up 
to those who are opposed to it, and 
who do not bplieve in it, to keep quiet 
und make no more noise in regard to 
the matter. I believe that it WIll ue 
possible to refer this matter to lhe 
next general election and allow ,ho 
people to express their views upon It 
at that time, and to make provision;; 
that it should become a law, should 
they repeal it, on the first day of Jan
uary, 1921. It would then put it up 
to the next Legislature to establi.!i'h 
the means whereby we would nomi
nate future candidates. It would pel'
mit, at the entire session of the next 
Legislature, an opportunity to con
sider the matter; to take all of the 
different views and embody them in 
one just and equitable manner of 
nominating candidates. Gentlemen, 
in viow of that idea, I wish that w" 
might substitute the bill for the ,'e
port, in order ti1at I might offer an 
amendment to the bill, which pro
vide", for its reference to the people. 

Mr. HINCKLEY of South Portland 
Mr. Speaker, I presume that we have 
no law on the statute books but that 
objections can be found to that par_ 
ticular law. I recall before the pri
mary law was enacted that it was com
mon talk that we should have some 
law whereby the people could nominate 
their candidates instead of having them 
picked out by bosses, and with that :n 
mind largely I presume the people pass
ed the direct primary law. ~ow it has 
not worked perfectly. No law works 
perfectly or to the satisfaction of ev
ery person. It is true that there has 
been more or less criticism of the di
rect primary law on account of the 
fact that the large centers have the 
advantage so far as nominating can-

'didates Is concerned. My mind goes 
back to the last election in the largest 
county in the State, and I wish to call 
your attention to just how the direct 
primary worked in that county, and see 
whether or not the argument that the 
large city has the advantage or not is 
always correct. In the county of Cum_ 
berland, at the last primary ele<)tlon, 

there were several candidates for State 
senator. I think, if I remember correctly, 
four were voted for who were residents 
of the citf of Portland. There were sev
eral othe[' candidates from the outlying 
districts; but when the primary vote 
was cou:1ted it was ascertainec! that 
two men from Portland were nominated 
and two from the country district. At 
the same primary election there was a. 
candidatE for sheriff from the city of 
Portland--a man who had lived there 
for many years, well known-and an 
other candidate for sheriff from an out_ 
lying district. The candidate for sher
iff who I ived outside of Portland was 
nominated. There were several can 
didates for county commissioner-one 
of them a resident of Portland, and 
others outside of Portland. When th 
votes were counted the county com
missioner who was nominated was the 
man who Jived in New Gloucester, one 
of the smallest towns in the country. 
At the s~me primary election there 
were two candidates for clerk of courts; 
one of them a lawyer who lived outside 
of the ci:y of Portland, and the other 
a prominent attorney in the city of 
Portland. When the votes were count
ed the country c.ttorney was nominat
ed for cl,'rk of courts; snmething that 
never be:'ore happened in the history 
of Cumberland county. Now that is 
the result of the primary election in 
the large;3t county in the State and in 
the county which has the largest city. 
The citiZE,ns of Portland have been ed
ucating and talking to the people along 
this line and I am convinced that the 
primary Ian is not standing in the 
minds of the people today in the dis
repute that it was three or four years 
ago, because the people are getting 
accustom"d to nominating their can
dida tLS. 'rhey understand It better and 
they are considering the primary elec
tions more seriously. Perhaps it is 
only natura! because with our daily 
papers in Cumberland county the peo_ 
ple becaT1e educated mor!, quickly to 
consider this matter seriously and from 
a practical standpoint than some of 
the other counties. 

The serious objection to this partic
ular proposition is this: This matter 
came before the legal al'l'alrs commit
t(>e and t he bill as presented to us for 
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our consideration-the bill which wall 
presented to the legal affairs commit
tee-is just two lines and a half, which 
I will read: "Chapter 6 of the Revised 
Statutes from Section 1 to Section 63 
Inclusive is hereby repealed together 
with all amendments thereof." Now 
I cannot conceive of any person pro
posing such a law without offerir..g a 
substitute. I assume that the gentle
man from Bingham (Mr. Dutton) in or
der to keep the pledge he made to his 
constituents felt it necessary to put in 
the bill repealing the direct primary. 
He always keeps his promises to his 
constituents. But, Mr. Speaker and 
gentlemen, if this law is repealed we 
are left with absolutely no machinery 
whereby candidates for office can be 
nominated. That is the situation we 
are in. The gentleman says he has 
some vague proposition to refer this to 
the people to be voted upon at some 
election in the future, and it shall be
come a law January 1st, 1921; but no 
matter when it becomes a law, unless 
a substitute is offered we haye no way 
of nominating candidates; we are ab
solutely in the dark. I cannot conceive 
of this Legislature going ahead and re
pealing the only law we have got 
whereby candidates can be nominated 
for office. It is inconceivable to me, 
and it is inconceivable that such a bill 
should be put in here without a SUbsti_ 
tute. We urged the gentleman from 
Bingham that if he had any SUbstitute 
to present to us we would consider it 
in connection with this, and if we be
lieved it was hetter than this we would 
give it every favorable consideration;· 
but no substitute was offered to us, 
and we were left with the alternative 
of making a report ought not to pass or 
reporting ought to pass on the bill 
which would take all of the machinery 
for nominating candidates in this State 
away from us. 

Mr. DUTTON of Bingham: Mr. 
Rpeaker, I am sorry that the gentle
man from South Portland (Mr. 
Hinckley), found it necessary not to 
treat this proposition fairly. Now he 
says that I haye a very vague prop
osition to be submitted to the peo
ple at some very indefinite and dis
tant time. I will state that the 
amendment which I propose to sub-

mit, and which I stated in my pre
vious remarks would refer it to the. 
people at the next general election. 
would take effect on the first day of 
January, 1921, the day on which. the. 
Legislature will convene; and there 
would be ample time for the next 
Legislature to devise means of nom
inating candidates previous to any 
time that it would be necessary t~ 
nominate them. I simply wish this 
thing referred to the people of the 
Htate of Maine in order that they 
may yote upon it, and if there is any
thing unfair, if there is anything in
definite, if there is anything vague 
about that proposition, gentlemen. 
then vote against it. 

Mr. HI::-<CKLEY: Mr. Speaker, I 
arise to inquire through the Chait
whether or not the gentleman from 
Bingham (Mr. Dutton) provides any 
substitute for it, or whether or not 
when this is voted upon by the peo
ple, as proposed, if the people accept 
it, we have any machinery for
nominating officers or whether it 
\ViII leave us without any? 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Bingham, Mr. Dutton, may re
ply through the Chair. 

Mr. DUTTON: Mr. Speaker, I do 
not propose to offer, at thiH time, a 
substitute for the primary law. I be
lieve that if the primary law will 
nominate, elect and send here to the 
next Legislature a body of men 
incompetent to draft a measure 
which \ViII be superior to the pres
ent method of nominating candidates, 
then, gentlemen, that is sufficient 
argument why the primary law 
should he repealed. 

Mr. LANPHER of Sebec: ]'dr. 
Speaker, it seems to me that to vote 
intelligently on this proposition, the 
people ought to have some idea of 
what is proposed to take its place. I 
want to add a word to what the 
gentleman from South Portland (Mr. 
Hinckley) said. I was charged with 
reporting this bill back to the House, 
and the gentleman from Bingham 
(Mr. Dutton) asked us to hold up 
the report until he could offer a sub~ 
stitute, and we did hold it up for
several days. FinaIly he told me that 
he had no substitute to offer and so 
the report came in. Now we want to 
underAtand just what we are voting 
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on. We want to understand, as the 
gentleman from South Portland (Mr. 
Hinckley) says, that if this bill be
comes law, it leaves an absolute hole 
in our statute, with no machinery at 
all for nominating candidates. I re
member the gentleman from Bing
ham (Mr. Dutton) said before the 
committee that he "cut out the sore, 
and expected us to dress the wound", 
but the committee of course had no 
time to give to this-to study into it 
and to prepare a law to take its 
place, even if we thought it was best 
to do so. It seems to me that it is 
not necessary to argue on the merits 
of this direct primary law before the 
House. "Ve know that if this qnes
tion is referred to the people, they 
will endorse this direct primary law 
with a vastly greater majority than 
it was cndorsed before. There is 
some dissatisfaction with the law, 
and there are some of the old-time 
politicians-some of the old ring
leaders-who are hankering for the 
fleshpots, and the old caucuses of the 
convention system; hut let me tell 
YOll that the people of the State of 
l\[~ine will never consent to go back 
to that old caucus system. 

Mr. BUZZELL of BeHast: Mr. 
Speaker and gentlemen of the House: 
I do not propose to say very much 
on this bill, but it was not a great 
while ago, you know, in this House 
that, passing back and forth from this 
side of the House to the other, 
were words friendly in a wa:" with 
no uncertain meaning, and at that 
time I made a sort of a prophecy. At 
this time I do not wisl1 to argue one 
,nt,' or 1 he oj he]', but to sa~' this. in 
rel<ltion to this great subject. Today 
we are considering the repeal of one 
of the organic laws of this StatC', and 
that is the direct primary. Some days 
ago, I took a Ch<lllCe in saying that 
,'ou ,,'ould not repeal it. I now look 
into :,our f<lces with a great deal of 
pleasul e because I think it is just as 
true now as it was then, whatever 
the argument may be one way or an
other. Now this is a beautiful con
dition to be in-beautiful condition. 
We all know how each one of us 
feels. I cannot say that I am over
pleased with the primary law; I can
not say that it has worked out in 

justice to all candidates here, there 
and evcry,yhere in the State of Maine. 
But, g'mtIemen of this House, we 
have rot had this law but a short 
time. None of us have had an op
portunity to retm'n to our home town 
and th"re tal,e the pulse of our con
stituents. It was my purpose at the 
en(l of the wepk. and before I re
turncd at the beginning of the next 
week, to talk with 50 odd men in my 
city, and I wish tu give you thc lwnp
fit of ny experience and what I 
found JUt. I talked with 57 differ
cnt men-Dpmocrats and Hepubli
can S---fepl'esen t a tiye citizens--'Yith
out n~aking argument to them 
one W:JY or the other, and 33 were 
not ill fa YOI' of the rep8al of 
this aw, an,l 24 werc. If 
all of you havo made as oareful an 
investigation a J that, and have found 
the same oondltions as I have, do 
YOU want to take one of the chap
ters of our revised statutes, under 
which T'e have been operating for the 
last few years, cast i~ aside and have 
nothing put in its place? Now, 
mark you, I have no particular feel
ing fn!' this law, in a way, but I 
rather t'elieve, as the gentleman ff( ,I 

Sebec (:\11'. Lanpher) said, if this was 
put to the people again they would 
say, "le:LVe the reins in the hands of 
the people a while longer." Now 
that is my judgment. I would not 
say for a certainty. I am going to 
leave YJU with the same condition 
that you were in when I commenced 
talking, because I feel that I am just 
as sure to live to see th() prophe~y 
that I made at the beginning of this 
session fulfilled, as I was when I 
made it, You know what the argu
ment W,lS then. Our friends, the 
Democrats in thi,,, State looked at 
tho situltion in the same light that 
we did. They said, take us away 
from th, caucuses; take us away 
from th 3 men who gather at the 
county :;eat and the night before 
caucus "nd make the destiny of any 
candidates that see fit to present 
themselves for llomination. Oh, 
how that went like wildfire over the 
State of Maine! How that appealed 
to the voters of this State when they 
thought they were going'to be placed 
in direct contact with the situation 
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and be a1Jle to express their will in 
no uncertain tel·ms. Why, that was 
a glorious proposition. I submit 
that it has worked well in some in
stances, and not so well in other in
stances. As has been said, what 
havc we got hel'e of this law is re
pealed at this time? vVe have not 
any law in \i State of Maine that 
will provide for the election of a 
single one 0: you. Why, gcntlemen 
of this State, you are left stranded 
for working macltinet·y that you may, 
in two years from now, elect other 
equally as good mAn to fill your 
places. H (,ware yOU going to vote? 
I tha n1-~ ~"tlll. 

::\11'. ::\L\HER of Augusta: MI'. 
Speaker, unfortunatcly I was not 
present when the first part of the 
discussion took place. What is the 
status of this? 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
state that the report of the commit
tee on the bill was ought not to pass. 
Tlw pending question is the accept
ance of the report. The gentleman 
fl'om Bingham, Mr. Dutton, has 
moved to SUbstitute the bill for the 
report. 

;VII'. MAHER: 1\11'. Speaker, what 
was the pertinency of the gentleman's 
remarks as to a decision by the 
peo))le to take effect January 1st, 
1921? vVhat was the point of that? 

The SPRAKER: The Chair will 
ask the gentleman from Bingham, Mr. 
Dutton, through the Chair, to ex
]Jhlin to the gentleman from Augus
ta, Ml". Maher. 

i\lr. DUTTON: Will the gentle
man from Augusta, (MI'. Maher) re
peat his qu~stion? 

Mr. :,IAHER: The gentleman 
from Bingham (Mr. Dutton) made 
some reference in his remarks to the 
law taking effect January I, 1921. I 
did not get the effect of that. 

Ml". DUTTON: Mr. Speaker, there 
seemed to be in the remarks state
ments to the effect that it is pro
posed to repeal this law here by our 
vote today. My desire and inten
tion is to substitute the bill for the 
report. I would then offer an amend
ment to the bill which would refer it 

to, lte people at the next general elec
tion, tit..., law to take effect on the first 
uay of January, 1921. The candidates 
for the next session would then have 
been all re-elected. They would be 
here, representatives of the people, 
to take such action in framing a new 
law as their jur1gment. might indi
cate. 

Mr. MABEn of Augusta: Mr. 
Speaker, the matter now is perfectly 
clear to me. Perhaps nobody has 
addressed themselves to that, and I 
will not take much time in doing 
so. If I thought this was really a 
,,(·riou:,; attempt for the repeal of the 
dil'eet primary law, or if I thought 
tl:Cl'O would be very s...,rious atten
tion giYen to the proposition, I 
rhould be prepared to discuss at 
some length the merits or demerits 
as against the prosllect.h·e system or 
the old system; but with reference 
to this proposition. more or less 
practical upon its face. why \\'e ha':o 
been hearing a gTeat deal about 
Legislative prerogatives. \\'c want 
to start out and proceed upon SOllYlI] 

premises, and not get a,yay fl'om 
1.110 idea of legislative ))rerogati\"l's. 
rrlie suggestion of the gentlelllan 
from Bingham (Mr. Dutton) is not 
only untena1Jle, but illegal; because 
it to a delegation of an ul1rleieg-at
at)lo power, to wit: The legislatiYe 
power of the state and the people. 
It cannot be donc in my judgment, 
and I will say in support of that, 
Umt it was attempted in 1\1assachu
cetts and the opinion of the justices 
of thc supreme court of ~Tassachu
setts was asked upon that, and 
their opinion was to that effect, 
which will be found in the 160th 
Massachusetts Reports. In other 
words, a legislature can neither 
avoid, escape, 01' dodge its respon
sibility upon it proposition to re
peal or not to repeal; that is for 
the legislature to say. They cannot 
repeal contingent upon the accept
ance by the people, because that is 
a delegation of an undelegatable 
power, to wit, that which we have 
heard a good deal about-our sov
ereign Legislative rights. 

Mr. PIKE of Bastport: Mr. 
Speaker Rnd g'entlemen of the H 0118e: 
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I desire to state, through the Chair, 
in answer to the gentleman from 
Bingham (Mr. Dutton), that the 
Democratic party is not afraid to 
discuss the direct primary, or to fa
vor its repeal, if its repeal is de
sirable. I will remind the gentle
man from Bingham (Mr. Dutton) 
that the Democratic party is taking 
no steps backward, and that the di-
1 ect primary law is one that should 
not be repealed. It is one which, 
in my judgment, the people of Maine, 
by a large majority, will support and 
I'ustain. This thought occurs to me 
in this discussion: Let liS assume, 
gentlemen, that the direct primary is 
:mbmitted to the people of Maine, 
and the people vote against it; then 
it becomes the duty of the next Leg
i~lature to pass some legislation for 
the nomination of candidates for 
public office. Let us assume that 
the next Legislature passes some 
kind of a law and, at its adjourn
ment, a referendum is had, to go 
tr, the people at the next election. 
Then, gentlemen, what a chaotic 
condition you are in. You have re
pealed your direct primary. You 
have attempted to legislate some 
other machinery for the nomination 
of candidates, and it is held up by 
n referendum. Why, gentlemen, such 
a connition as that would be chaos. 
J, gentlemen, am in favor of sub
,nitting great public questions to the 
people when there is great sentiment 
for that submission. It has not 
been shown that there is any such 
sentiment. I hope we are not to 
take a step backward to the old, 
~orrupt caucus system where the 
hosses of aU political parties dictat
ed the candidates tor office. Speak
ing for the minority party in this 
House, I want to state that it is op
posed, in my judgment, to taking 
such a step backward. 

The SPEAKER: The question be
fore the House is the motion of the 
gentleman from Bingham, Mr. Dut
ton, that thc bill be substituted for 
the report. 

Mr. BUZZELL: Mr. Speaker, I 
move that when this vote is taken, it 
be taken by yeas and nays. 

A sutlicient number not having 
arisen, the motion was lost. 

A viv" voce vote being taken, the 
motion 1.0 substitute the bill for the 
report failed of passage. 

The :3PEAKER: The pending 
question is the acceptance of the re
port. 

Mr. HINCKLEY of South Port
land: Mr. Speaker, I move the ac
ceptance of the report. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
i'eport, (,ught not to pass, was ac
cepted. 

The CI1air lays before the House, 
report 0:: committee on judiCiarY. 
ought not to pass, on An Act to pre
vent the illegal assessment of taxes 
or the abatement thereof, tabled by 
the gentleman from Bingham, Mr. 
Dutton, pending consideration. 

Mr. DUTTO:\" of Bingham: Mr. 8peak
er, this measure was introduced in this 
House by me, looking to the prevention 
of continuing a practice which has 
worked with great injustice to the tax
payers of the State of Maine. We have 
a condition which has grown up in this 
State of t owns voting to exempt proper
ty from I lxation, which is Illegal, and 
which is contrary to the provisions ot 
the consttution of the State of Maine. 
This condition has been practiced to 
such an extent that when any indus 
trial plart is ready to locate in the 
State of Maine they at once begin to 
ask for bids from different towns as to 
what Inducements they will offer by 
way of exemption from taxation. Now 
this condition has continued until In 
many towns in the State of Maine it 
has worked a serious injustice. It is 
a fact, gentlemen, that the State ot 
Maine tod:'l.Y has exempted on this prop
osition, a:3 admitted by the State as
sessors, 2, great deal over a million 
dollars of property. If an actual inven 
tory was ':aken it would greatly exceed 
that amount. As an Illustration of the 
conditions which exist I would call 
your attel1tion to the fact that at Saeo 
there Is :131,000 of exempted property 
which Is I~xempted \Ilegally and in di
rect opposition to the provisions 01 the 
constitution of Maine. Houlton has $40.-
000 of eX'lmpted pi-ooert,,: Augusta ..... 
situ a ted h~re, down under the -domec fit 
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the State House, whe're all laws are 
supposed to be passed, which we are 

. expe~ted to obey-has $167,000 of admit
ted exempted property, and if an honest 
census was taken would exceed more 
than hal( a million. The result of this 
condition, gentlemen, is that it places 
the burden of taxation upon the av
erage taxpayer. It takes it off from 
large mercantile and manufacturing es
tablishments and places the burden of 
taxation upon the average taxpayer
upon the man with a small home-upon 
the man with a small business-and it 
works an injustice. My own home town 
has $100,000 of exempted property, as 
admitted to the State assessors, and, 
gentlemen, if an actual inventory was 
taken today it would exceed half a mil
lion-our town bearing a tax rate of 
32 mills. Think of it! Exempting nearly 
as much property as we are taxed for! 
Madison. another town along the Ken
nebec, has $200,000 of admitted exempt 
property. Gentlemen, the tax rate in 
Madison is 27 mills and on $200,000 of 
eXl,)mpted proper"ty there would be a 
tax exemption of $54DO, which has to 
come out of the pockets of the other
taxpayers when it should apply upon 
the property which is amply able to 
bear that burden of taxation. In ad
dition to that, gentlemen, there is $1500 
of State taxes that the average tax
payer is require,~ to pay on his prop
erty on account of the property which 
is exempted. That is a fair sample of 
the conditions which exist in the State 
of Maine. In talking with the members 
of the committee which reported this 
bill, ought not to pass, I asked them 
what their objections could possibly be 
to a provision which would prevent fu
ture illegal taxation of pro pert" or il
legal exemption thereof, and they stat
ed to me, and I think I am stating It 
correctly, that their only objection 
would be that it WQuid interfere with 
present existing agreements or con
tracts be"tween towns and different in
dustries. Well, gentlemen, it is pos
sible that that is an argument why 
this measure should not pass, and I am 
perfectly willing to admit that, and 
Ilhould we be able to substitute the 
bill for the report I wish to offer an 
amendment which will provide that this 
law shall not anply to any existing con. 

tracts or agleements between any town 
and any property holder-any agree-
ment made previous to JUly 1st, 1919 . 
This, gentlemen, would place every 
man's property 0 a fair and equal basis 
of taxation. It will place the burden of 
taxes where it belongs, with fairness 
to everybody, with injustice to none, 
and, gentlemen, It will drive down the 
stake and prevent towns in the State 
of Maine from continuing to vote to 
illega1!y assess these taxes. 

Early. in the session, genti<>men, we 
subscribed to the oath to uphold the 
constitution of the State of Maine. Now 
for generations this provision of the 
constitution which says all property 
shall pay its equal burden of taxation 
has been evaded. They say there is 
sufficient law now. If there was suffi 
clent law now, gentlemen, to preven 
the illegal assessment of taxes it would 
be prevented. I understand there is a 
provision of law whereby 10 or more 
citizens may petition the court and re
strain the assessors from exempting 
any property. I think I am correct in 
stating that there Is only one instance 
where this has been done. Now, If we 
have a condition of affairs which the 
present law has not prevented, it would 
seem to me we should drive down the 
stake and prevent any further illegal 
abatement of taxes or assessment there
of. I move, gentlemen, the substitution 
of the bill for the report, after which 
I would like to offer the amendment 
which I have mentioned. 

Mr. HINCKLEY of South Portland: 
Mr. Speaker. I dislike very much to 
oppose the gentleman from Bingham 
(Mr. Dutton) on this matter; but let 
us see just what the proposition is. 
I believe the State of Maine today is 
entering upon its greatest industrial 
development. I believe there is a 
great future for the State of Maine 
along industrial lines. Massachusetts 
and New Hampshire today, under their 
law, can abate taxes on industrial en
terprises that wish to locate in· their 
respectiVe communities. I believe 
it is of the greatest benefit to the 
State Jf Maine to permit the various 
communities in the state to have this 
same right. It Is true that In the 
past,-It is true that at the present time, 
there is a large amount of property 
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which is not paying taxes on account 
. of the action of the various munici
palities; but it resolves itself into 
this: Sompbody proposes to establish 
a manufacturing plant, or perhaps to 
remove an already well-established 
manufacturing plant, or to establish a 
plant of some kind already in exist
ence. The various cities and towns in 
Massachusetts and New Hampshire 
are striving, through their chambers 
of commerce and their boards of 
trade, to induce those manufacturing 
enterprises to establish in their town, 
because they know, and you gentle
men know. that every time a new 
husiness proposition comes into your 
town and builds a plant which per
haps costs $50,000, it not only brings 
with it that plant, but it brings more 
that $100,000 or $200,000 worth of 
homes into your town from which 
you can get taxation. Now the ques
tion is this,-it comes right down to 
every citizen.-if a manufacturing 
proposition was put up to your town 
whereby a plant could be established 
costing perhaps $50,000. which would 
givp employment to 100 or 200 men. 
thereby hringing that amount of pop
ulation into your town. making it 
necessary to have homes for them to 
live in and increasing the business in 
your town, would it not be good busi
ness for you to arrange to abate the 
taxes for a period say of 10 years in 
order to get that industry in there? 
Lose the $50,000; it is new matter, 
and it would not be in your town 
under other conditions. Lose perhaps 
$50,000 worth of taxable property for 
10 years, and get perhaps $200,000 in 
new building and other incidental 
111atters which come in in connection 
with it. Is not that a good business 
proposition? I wish there was a 
statute in this state which provided 
definitely, as the law of Massachu
setts and New Hampshire provides, 
that the towns and cities would have 
a right to do this. That is what I 
would like to see, and I wish that was 
the law in this state. I tell yoU, men, 
we have slept long enough in the 
State of Maine. It is time we wakil 
up and be progressive, and put the 
State of Maine in the forefront among 
the states of the Union, where with 
its great water power, its natura.! ad-

vantageH, its men of brilliance and 
in tellige [lce, it should be. Let us not 
go back; let us not tie our hands. 
\Yhy, "e have today several enter
prises which are contemplating com
ing to my city and building plants 
there. During the past 15 years 
there have been manufacturing in
dustries which have been induced to 
come from Massachusetts and locate 
in the city of South Portland, and the 
taxes were abated for the period of 
10 years. Those plants have built up 
our city, and those plants are now 
paying us more than $10,000 in taxes 
because the 10 years have passed. 
Men, let us look after the interests of 
our tOW·l. Let us forget this propo
sition that we are losing perhaps a 
million dollars in taxes, and let us 
remembEr that where we lose a mil
lion, we have gained five million. 

Mr. l~LINT of Monson: Mr. 
Speaker, I move the previous ques
tion. 

The SPEAKER: All those in fa
vor of giving consent to entertain 
the motion for the previous ques
tion will arise. 

A suffiCient number having arisen, 
the previous question was ordered. 

The SPEAKER: Shall the main 
question be put now? All those in 
favor will say aye. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
main Uu(,stion was ordered. 

The SPEAKER: The question be
fore the House is the motion of the 
gentleman from Bingham, Mr. Dut
ton, that the bill be substituted for 
the report. Those who are in favor 
of the m,)tion will say aye; those op
posed no 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion "'as lost. 

The SPEAKER; The question is 
on acceptance of the report. 'Is it 
the pleaoure of the House to accept 
the repo ~t of the committee, ought 
not to pLSS? All those in favor say 
aye; tho~:e opposed no. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
report of the committee, ought not 
to pass, was accepted. 

The Chair lays before the House 
resolve appropriating money to pro
vide offices for the Adjutant Gener-
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aI's Department and fireproof apart
ments for records thereof, House 
Document No. 211, tabled by the 
gentleman from Houlton, Mr. Barnes, 
pending motion to insist. 

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: WiII 
the Chair state the position of the 
matter at present? 

The SPEAKER: This biII was 
passed to be engrossed by the House 
without amendment. It came back 
from the Senate passed to be en
grossed as amended by Senate 
Amendment A, and the pending 
quelltion was the motion of the gen
tleman from Portland, Mr. Rounds, 
that the House insist on its action 
that the biII be engrossed without 
amendment and asking for a com
mittee of conference. It was then 
tabled. 

Mr. BARNES: Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to inquire of the gentle
man from Portland, Mr. Rounds, 
whether he at this time wishes the 
House to continue to insist upon its 
first action, or whether he is ready 
to withdraw his motion to insist and 
appoint a committee. 

The SPEAKER: The gentlen: __ n 
from Portland, Mr. Rounds, may re
ply through the Chair. 

Mr. ROUNDS: Mr. Speaker, 
would like to have the amendment 
read. 

(The Speaker reads the Senate 
Amendment). 

MI'. ROUNDS: "Ir. Speaker and 
gentlemen of the House: V;-e all 
know that there are untold records 
lying around at the present time in 
the Blaine mansion. It looks to me as 
though $10,000 would not be enough 
to provide for the records for the 
great State of Maine for the years 
to come. Therefore, let us build for 
a few years more than the present 
time. Ten years ago I was the man 
who put in a resolve for an enlarged 
State House. Today we find that the 
occupants of the State House have 
outgrown it. They are quartered in 
the Blaine mansion, they are quarter
ed over the river-not with the crim
inal insane (laughter) as perhaps we 
ought to be (laughter); but the time 
has come now When we should build 
lor the future. I for one hope that 

we insist and ask for a committee of' 
conference, and that we stand by our
vote whereby we passed this resolve
to be engrossed, and had $15,000, so 
that we can protect the records of' 
the State of Maine for a few years
to come and for the present time. 

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: WiII the 
Speaker state to the House the 
amount this resolve wm carry if' 
t hE' Renate Amendment is adopted? 

'I'he SPEAKER: If the House 
members will take House Document 
!!lJ, which is the original document, 
the Chair wiII again read the amend
ment. (Amendment reTread). 

~,1r. FO\VLES of Lagrange: Mr. 
Speaker, may I inquire if this $15,000' 
if' provided for in the budget? 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Houlton (Mr. Barnes) may reply 
through the Chair. 

Mr. BARNES: Mr. Speaker, the
amendment offered in the Senate was 
simply to reduce the amount in 
House Document No. 211 to conform 
to the recommendations of the Gov
ernor in his budget, which provided: 
for $25,000. The biII calIs for 
$20,000 and $25,000 has been ap
propriated. I was very much in 
hopes that the gentleman from Port
land (Mr. Rounds) would withdraw 
his opposition, and let us now get 
five-sixth of the protection that the 
bill would give us, and five-sixths Is 
much better than no protection. The 
original resolve asks for $30,000. 
The Governor and CO'uncil in making 
out the budget provided $25,000. 
It seems to me better to start with 
$25,000,000 and get a measure of pro
tection at once. 

Mr. ROUNDS: Mr. Speaker, if 
they wiII build that building, I am 
willing to withdraw my motion, but 
I do not want to come here, or see 
these people come here, in two or 
three years from now, or four years, 
and have to make another appropria
tion to take care of the records of 
this great State. Therefore, I wiII 
withdraw it at the present time if 
the budget, so-calIed-it is not a 
budget but a lot of figures got up by 
the Governor and Council, and we are 
trying to foIIow In their footsteps. I 
am wiIIing to withdraw my motion. 
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,\11', lL\[{;,{ER of HOlllton: }'III'. 
Speaker, I move that the action of 
the House whereby we voted to in
sist and cal! [or a committee of' con
fel'encc be reconsiciercd. 

'1'he SPK\KER: The Chair will 
stal" that 1hat motion had not been 
cill'l'ied and was simply pending. Is 
it the pleasure of the House that the 
motion be withdrawn with the con
s"nt of the gentleman from Portland, 
l\h. nounds? 

Th;, motion pl·evailed. 
The House thereupon yoted to re

consider its action whereby the re
solyp was passed to be engrossed. 

Mr. BAnNES: I now moye that 
we con"u1' with the Renate in the 
adoption .f:' Senate Amendment A. 

i'llI'. BEPJl.Y of ,Vaterville: Mr. 
Speaker, r do not fully get all this 
talk that is going on here, and I 
would like to understand this maUer. 
When thid was heard before the com
mittee on military affairs a blue print 
was shown to the committee, specifi-

. cations were given and the amount 
of mone.\' that would be required to 
build such a suitable building. Now 
I ,yould 'Ike to inquire' through the 
Chair of the> gentleman from Houlton 
(1\11'. Harnes) if it is pnrposed to ex
ceed $25,000, or do you propose to 
build "t1 inferior building for That 
pnrposp ':' [do not understand what 
the gentk'l"[;n m0ans by taking five
sixths. 

rr(l(' ~J>E.\l':EH: 'rhc gentleman 
from HOlllkn, l\ft·. Barne~, may reply 
through thf' (,h"ir. 

Mr. BARNES: Mr. Speaker, I 
would be pleased to state that over 
again. If the busy members of the 
House would attend to the discus
sion as it moves along from start 
to finish, I do not believe there 
would be any great trouble about it. 
If they will open their books to 
House Document No. 211 they will 
find that it is provided that the 
adjutant general under the direction 
of the governor and council shall 
proceed to contract for, prosecute 
and superintend the construction and 
completion of such enlargement and 
alterations of the adjutant general's 
villce. Now the resolve as reported 
in provided that thirty thousand dol-

jars be available. That thirty thou
s3.ud dollars was not the sum which 
the gen';!eman who drew up the es
timate (,f the amount of money to be 
raised and appropriated by this Leg
islature in their wisdom considered 
sufficient. On Page 7 of the hudg
et prepu'ed by the governor and 
council we find a recommendation 
for OffiC'3 building for Adjutant Gen
eral's D3partment, $25,00('1. Now it 
was fea :ed that this House Bill 211 
would be vetoed if it went through 
carrying thirty thousand dollars; and 
if I have made myself plain to the 
leader of the minority I will say 
no mor€·. 

Mr. BERRY: Mr. Speaker, the 
book WLS open and was open when 
the gentleman started to speak, and 
I have ~lome knowledge of this bill. 
He speaks about getting five-sixths 
of the appropriation. Now if five
sixths is not adequate, or is not the 
proper thing, I had rather see the 
matter go by the board myself. I 
cannot hardly understand this )ludg
et proposition that has been put 
up. I (an hardly understand how 
the budget committee and the Co'"
el nor can put it up to us t'lat we 
shall pay so much and no more. We 
have a .nilitary committee for this 
very purpose, and I for one believe 
that the bill should go as it waft 
reported in. I simply want to reg
ister that in order that it may be 
entered lS a part of the record. 

Mr. R[DLON of Corinna: Mr. 
Speaker, the members of the com
mittee on military affairs, when this 
matter was brought before it, were 
shown plans and specifications by 
the adjutant general and they were 
taken ur,.der consideration. Under 
those plans and specifications it 
was stated that it was necessary to 
have thirty thousand dollars for the 
construction of this building; that 
the department had out-grown its 
quarters at the State House; that it 
was for the present being quartered 
in the Blaine Mansion; and that 
there wel'e records that required ex
treme ca:'e and necessitated a build
ing of fil'e-proof construction. The 
committee reported this bill as be-
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ing what they considered reasonable 
and proper for the construction of 
such a building. These estimates 
were made, and if it requires thirty 
thousand dollars to build such a 
building, I believe there is no rea
son why a less amount should be 
appropriated for that purpose. I 
hope this House will see fit to carry 
this mattar through and allow that 
ar.propriation of thirty thousand dol
lars that was estimated at that 
time. 

Tilt. SPEAKER: The pending 
question is the adoption of Senate 
Am~ndment A. 

A viva voce vote being taken, Sen
ate Amendment A was adopted; and 
on Ielotion by Mr. Barnes of Houlton, 
a \'iva voce vote being taken, the 
resoh'e wa~ passed to be engrossed 
as amended by Senate Amendment 
A in ('oncurrenee. 

Unanimous consent being given, the 
following Resolve was received from 
the Senate out of order: 

"Resolve in favor of certain mem
bers of the 26th Division. 

·Whereas. the 26th Division. A. E. 
P'., is about to return from foreign 
service and disembark in the city of 
Boston, and 

\Vhereas, a review of said 26th Di
vision is to be held before officials of 
the State of Maine in said Boston 
during the month of April, and 

Whereas. many members of the 
26th Division are now in Maine at 
their respective homes, in advance of 
the balance of the division. including 
the peerless 103d, so largely made up 
of the former 2nd regiment, N. G. S. 
M., and 

Whereas, an appropriation of money 
to make it possible for the state to 
assist in the celebration of the re
turn of her heroes is an emergency 
measure immediately necessary for 
the public peace, health and safety, 

Now, t.herefore, be it 

Resolved: That there be and here
by is appropriated, out of any moneys 
in the treasury not otherwise appro
priate'd, a sufficient sum of money to 
defray the traveling and InCidental 
expenses of each returned member of 
the 26th Division, A. E. F., from his 

residence to Boston and return, for 
the purpose of partiCipating in the 
welcome and review of the 26th Di
vision, said money to be expended un
der the authority and direction of 
the adjutant general. 

Section 2. In view of the emer
gency cited In the preamble this act 
shall take effect when approved. 

This comes from the Senate read 
twice under suspension of the rules 
and passed to be engrossed. 

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houl
ton, the rules were suspended and this 
unprinted resolve given its two sev
eral readings and passed to be en
grossed in concurrence with the Sen
ate. 

The Chair lays before the House 
majority report and minority report 
from the committee on public health 
on bill an Act relating to medical in
spection of school Children, House 
Document No. 148, tabled by th" 
gentleman from Perham, Mr. Brag
don, pending acceptance of either re
port. 

Mr. BRAGDON of Perham: Mr. 
Speaker, may I ask what the present 
status of this bill is? 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
state for the benefit of the House that 
two reports came in, the majority, 
ought to pass, and the minority, 
ought not to pass, and the matters 
were tabled pending the acceptance 
of either report. The report ought 
to pass evidently by some oversight 
on the part of the man who signed 
the committee report, reported it in 
the original draft and not in the new 
draft, although the new draft ac
companies the papers. That is the 
situation. 

Mr. BRAGDON: Mr. Speaker, 
being a member in the kindergarten 
grade of the Legislature, and uncer
tain what would be the proper 
course to take at this time, I un. 
derstand that before this matter is 
debatable, a motion should be made; 
but if the members of the House 
will bear with me for a moment, I 
will .state my position on this matter 
before making a motion. 

This bill, House Document No. 
148, was introduced in the Legisla. 
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ture on the 1:3th day of February, 
when it was supposed that the ses
sion was half oyer, It was a very 
important measure and one which 
should haye been giYen considerable 
time; in fact, it has been given con
siderable time, but, according to my 
way of thinking, is in a bad tangle 
at present, The committee gave 
three hearings on this matter, and 
I will say that House Document No, 
148-the bill which is before us at 
present-was in such a drastic form 
that no member of the committee 
felt disposed to sign a report that it 
ought to pass, At the third hearing 
given on the matter the proponents 
of the measure offered the matter 
in a new draft, which is printed as 
House Document No, 464, and which 
was supposed at the time of the 
liearing to be the document on which 
the report was ·made. Now I know 
that some of OUl' parliamentarians 
here could straighten out this mat
ter so that the new draft could be 
got before us for consideration; but 
I wi~h to call your attention to the 
fa,,{ that this is a very important 
measure. We hope that we are with
in a week of the end of the session, 
and it seems to me that matters so 
important, far-reaching, and ex
pensive to the taxpayers of the State 
should not be hurriedly passed over 
in the closing days of the session. 

This is a bill, as I understand it, 
which has been introduced at the 
request of the National Medical As
sociation, or whatever the name of 
the association is, in the leg'islatures 
of practically every state in the 
Union this winter, and in about all 
of the states that have taken action 
upon it, it has been turned down. I 
wish to call your attention to the 
action taken by the House of Rep
resentatives in New Hampshire six 
days ago. "School Medical Bill is 
Defeated. New Hampshire rejects 
unanimously the measure providing 
for the Compulsory Inspection of 
Children." I merely read the head
lines to convey the intelligence. 

I will not take the time of this 
House at this time to discuss the 
merits of this measure. As I said 

befol'e, the original document came 
before us in such form that not a 
single IT ember of the committee 
would stand for it, and the new 
draft is in such form that it came 
in with a divided report, seven mem
bers of the committee reporting 
ought to pass, two ought not to pass, 
and one declining to sign either re
port. In view of the lateness of the 
session, and in view of the fact that 
this wa:, supposed to place us in 
line for receiving some of this mon
ey that we have been hearing so 
much about from the Federal gov
ernment, and the fact that legisla
tive action is still in the air in regard 
to providing this money, it seems to 
me it would be better to defer action 
upon this for two years more, so that 
we may see what provisions will be 
contained in this Federal act if it 
finally does become a law, and what 
kind of :>chool medical inspection we 
will be required to give under it, 
and not jump a long way in ad
vance to meet some Federal legis
lation. I think that if we postpone 
this matter for two years more, the 
proponents of the measure will have 
8mple time to get in shape a work
able bill, and I contend that this 
HlcaSllre is not. Mr. Speaker, I move 
tl,e indefinite postponement of the 
bill. 

Mr. "YILLIAMS of Auburn: Mr. 
Speaker and gentlemen of the 
House: I hope this motion will not 
prevail. This is an imp~rtant ques
tion, the fitting of the boys and girls 
of our :3tate for future citizenship; 
They aro being fitted today and they 
will be in the process of fitting to
morrow. Now I wish someone would 
inform IlS as to the best method of 
getting before the House House Doc
ument No. 464, if it is not already 
there, boca use I wish to speak upon 
the question. If the motion was not 
seconded, I will move that the rec
ommendation of the committee, 
ought to pass, be adopted on bill 
No. 464, as was the intention of the 
committee. 

The 8'EAKER: The Chair will 
rule that the motion to indefinitely 
postpone must be acted upon first. 
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lVIr. SA \VYEH of Fort Fairfield: 
Mr. Speaker, I do not think that any 
bill that is to become a law here 
should be couched in language that 
the common people cannot under
stand. Now when I have been lying 
on my back, I have read this bill oyer 
a dozen times, and I do not know so 
much about it now as I did the first 
time I read it. It calls for medical 
inspection and nurses. It does not say 
one word as to what the nurses' du
ties are. What are they going to do? 
Are they going to establish a hospi
tal 1'oom in every schoolhouse in the 
State and have a nu"~e stationed 
there to take care of it? I do not 
know what it means. Then, again, 
it says that they shall not exceed 
th0 sum of $600. 'What does that 
mean? Does it mean that the State 
shall pay the whole of $600, or half 
of it, or what does it mean? If a 
bill is going to be put in at all, it 
should be in definite form so that we 
can understand what it means. 

Mr. WILLIAMS: Mr. Speaker, r 
submit that the gentleman (Mr. Saw
yer) has not read bill No. 464. Now 
this measure, as I have said, has to 
do with fitting boys and girls for cit
izenship. It is the outcome of the 
examination of our boys to go across 
and win the war. A very large per
centage of those men examined, we 
found defective. It was my fortune
and because it was the only way in 
which I could do my bit, I am pleased 
to say it was my good fortune-to 
examine these soldiers for my district 
throughout the whole period of the 
war, and I can realize, as you who 
only read the newspapers cannot real
ize, just the meaning of that large 
percentage of incompetency of those 
who were examined. I tell you if 
would have wrung your hearts if you 
had been in my place and had a 
young man come to you and say, 
"Now, doctor, don't be hard on me. 
I want to go; give me a chance;" 
and then you had to tell him after 
looking him over, "You can't go; we 
can't accept you," and at the same 
time have in your mind the fact that 
if he had been looked after when he 
was of common SChOOl age, his 
troubles would have been remedied 
and he could have been a man among 

n1ell. N 0\\', gentlelne11, believe 
that just that fact alone shows that 
the1'e i:; necessity for legislation on 
this sul)ject. 

The bill pl'Ovides for doctors, 
dentists and nurses ill the examina
tion of school children to detect and 
remedy these defects which caused so 
mudl incempetency alllong those who 
are examined for soldiers. It pro
vides that there shall be a doctor 
and a dentist for every two thousand 
and a nurse for ev~ry foul' thousand. 
It provides that for all those towns 
having a thousand more enrolled 
pupils, this shall go into effect in 
1921. It provides that all having be
tween five hundred and a thousand, 
it shall go into effect in 1922; and in 
those which have enrolled between 
three hundred and five hundred 
pupils, it shall go into effect in 1924. 
There are already 24 towns haYing 
practically such inspection. For 1921 
there were only 24 towns affected; so 
that you will have plenty of time to 
consider legislation and revise legis
lation; but I submit to you that all 
pl'og-ressi\"e legislation. as a rule, 
needs to be revised after bcing put 
in practice. I think that the doings 
of this Legislature during this session 
will have to be gone over pretty 
thoroughly. 

Now a question nas been asked 
about the nurses. There are already 
nnrses in the schools. Anyone who 
is familiar with school conditions 
knows what nurses are for and what 
they are doing, and let me tell you 
in answer to the question as to the 
cost: These nurses whose business it 
is to detect these cases which may be 
remedied are visiting the schools. 
The teacher is too busy with the 
teaching of intellectual questions. 
She is not there for examining pupils 
as to their health, but the nurse is 
there for that purpose, and being 
there for that purpose would be the 
one most readily to detect any 
trouble. She is there in place of 
the doctor or the dentist, so 
that you can provide for a parl 
time doctor or dentist. not a whole
time doctor or dentist. This nurse 
not only detects the cases, but AS 
they are brought to the attention of 
the phySician or dentist, eha follows 
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these pupils to their homes. She 
talks with the parents as a teach'?r 
would not talk to them. This nurse, 
familiar with these people, would go 
to thc homes and would say to th," 
father or motiler that "Johnnie does 
not see distinctly. He would be a 
good deal better scholar, he would ')e 
a good deal better boy if he could sr'" 
what was going on"; or "He doee not 
hear distinctly. He would be a 
hrighter scholar if he could hear dis
tinctly." Now what is the result "f 
not hearing and not seeing distin"t
ly? For instance, the teacher is ;;iv·
ing an object lesson. She holds " 
ball of yarn in her hand; she presses 
it together. She says, "Johnnie, 10-
til is a hard or a s0ft body?" Johnnie 
cannot see that distance clearly and 
has to say, "I don't know." Asleep 
at the switch! "Willie, is this haru 
or soft?" "Soft." "How do you 
],now'!" "I saw you press it." 
Johnnie could not see that it was 
preS8<8d. v,{hat is the result? Johnnie 
is ridiculed, ,Tohnnie is discourage1-, 
and Johnnie will not give the atten
tion to ],jS lessons that he would 
othel'wi<-e have given. He become,; 
an indolent, trouble-making pupil. 
So in regard tc the eyes! Thp.S3 
troubles Gften'-llot always--ean be 
remedied by propel' means, and John
nie can be made perhaps a brighter, 
quicker and a better pupil thFln 
Willie. 

Now as to the cost! Twenty-four 
towns, I have €laid, are having med!
cal inspection. and the cost is about 
ft dollar a pupil. Is thftt an excessive 
cost? Is that one which would turn 
this act down? Gentlemen, there '~re 
hundreds of men in this country who 
are spending more than the thirty
two to thirty-six thousand dollars 
which this bill when in full operation 
will call for from the State-there :Ire 
hundreds of men who are paying more 
than that for one herd of cattle. 
Are your boys and girle not worth 3.8 

much as a herd or cattle? Does It 
mean as much to your future com
munity, county and State as that 
herd of cattle? As I have said the 
total cost to the State when in full 
operation would be from thirty-two 
to thirty-six thousand dollars. Fo!·ty
eight towns now have such inspec-

tion. '.rwenty-four towns involved in 
the first number are to have this in
spection by 1921; 24 more towns by 
the end of 1922; 56 m.ore town.s, in 1924, 
making 104 towns in all, where there 
are 421 towns in the State. Now it 
will not involve the rural districts to 
any gre2.t extent. It will not make a 
great deal of trouble for them as a 
rule, although no doubt when thfolY 
[lee the working of this, they will 
adopt. a3 some of them are now do
ing, medical inspection. Now the 
school physicians and the dentists 
are not to go around and examine 
every pupil. According to the terms 
of this bill, they are to examine only 
those which are referred to them, as 
I have ,said, by the nurse or by the 
teacher. If the teacher knows there 
is any defect in the pupil, or any ap
parent defect, the pupil is at cmce 
referred to the physician or the den
tist, whichever it may he. and theY 
are to rr.ake such examination as Is 
necessar),. '1'11e expense will he very 
little. In Rumford, where they have 
returned a very good report of med
ical insrection, the expense is con
siderably less than a dollar a pupil 
enrolled. 

It is time for such legislation; the 
years ar'3 going by. Tommy is be
ing turned down, ridiculed, made a 
laggard, made a source of disturb
ance in the school because he has 
trouble with his eyesight which 
could be remedied in a day by prop
erly fitting glasses, and which perhaps 
would cure him foJ' all time after a 
few years' wearing of the glasses. 
There are $15,000 in the budget now 
ready to take care of this first num
ber of 24 towns having one thousand 
or more pupils, and many of them 
already I,ave such medical and den
tal inspe,)tion. 

Gentlemen, I will not take any 
more of :your time. It seems to me 
that I have said enough to show you 
that this bill not only has merit but 
is an extremely important bill. It is 
a bill which should not be put off, 
and tho so of you who have not read 
Bill No.4 64, I submit should study it 
before you ttrn it down. It is a bill 
which yO!l should not put off for an
other two years. Mr. Speaker and 
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gentlemen, I thank you for your at
tention. 

Mr. BRAGDON of Perham: Mr. 
Speaker, I did not intend to say any
thing on the merits of medical in
spection; but I want to call the :.t
tention of this House again to the 
fact that we are not considering 
House Document 464, but we are con
sidering House Document 148. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
state to the gentleman from Perham, 
Mr. Bragdon, that his motion was to 
indefinitely postpone, which would 
cover both reports and everything 
that went with them. 

Mr. BRAGDON: Mr. Speaker, I 
supposed it would be that way, but 
the majority report was to accept 
House Document No. 148, was it not, 
which would be the question to come 
up after this was decided on? 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
rule at this time that that is not per
tinent to the motion of indefinite 
postponement. 

Mr. BRAGDON: Would it be in 
order to stc. some of the objections 
to the passage of this bill? 

The SPEAKER: The matter is 
entirely open to debate on the motion. 

Mr. BRAGDON: Mr. Speaker, I 
want to call the attention of the 
House to the fact that both of these 
bills are very loosely drawn. Section 
40 says: "It shall be the duty of 
all towns or cities in the State hav
ing a school enrollment of more than 
one thousand pupils", and then it 
goes on as the gentleman from Au
burn (Mr. Williams) has stated. 
Both bills provided for an enrollment 
to not exceed two thousand pupils, 
that there shaJ: be one medical in
spector, one dental inspector and one 
nurse to not to exceed four thou
sand pupils. Let us see what this en
rollment means. Is it the enrollment 
that I as superintendent of schools 
make in the spring when I count up 
the scholars of the town and make a 
roll of them to return to the State 
Superintendent of Schools, or is it 
the number annually registered in 
school? 

Now I have tried to find out what 
that word "enrollment" means, and I 

went to ~ he report of the State Super
intendent of Schools to see if that 
used the word "enrollment" in any 
place in regard to the attendance of 
scholars at school, and I found that 
it did not. That re])ol't uses the 
word "registration." I looked in the 
Revised Statutes, in the school law 
that we already have, to find out how 
the word "enrollment" was used ther', 
but I could not find anything that 
made it any clearer j \ my mind; and 
I went down in the library and looked 
in the dictionary that they had the:-e, 
and I could not make it clear to my
self. If that word "enrollment" 
means one thing, the city of Portland 
would have to employ ten medical in
spectors, ten dental inspectors and 
five nurses. If it means another 
thing, they will have to employ five 
medical inspectors, five dental in
spectors and three nurses; and 
you know you eannot employ 
those people for nothing. I want 
to call ~'Oll~ attention to the fact 
that if a medical inspector can 
handle two thousand pupils in some 
of our country places, they can han
dle ten thousand in Portland, or in 
some of the large cities. I do not be
lieve in compelling the people of the 
State to employ any more of these 
medical officers than is necessary. 

Now I want to say that this bill 
looked mighty good to some of the 
medical profession. It looked as 
though it would be a juicy melon for 
them to cut; but I want to call your 
attention to one thing that is contained 
in the bill. In regard to the ap
pointment of these medical examin
ers, the bill states that preference 
shall be given to those who have had 
special training for school work, t1:l0se 
who have had previous teaching ex
perience. How many of the doctors 
of our state have had speCial training 
along the lines of school work? Is that 
a provision in the bill under which we 
would go to Utah. Arizona or New 
Mexico to get these medical inspec
tors. where the standard of intelli
gence and training along the line of 
school work is higher than in Maine? 

The act provides that these physic
ians shall go into the schools and 
make an examination. not <;lnly of the 
pupils but of the janitors and school 
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lnal'lllS as \vell. That has been sug
gested to show that the bill was in
troduced in an inlperfect condition, 
and I agree with the statement. If 
the teachers in our state should be 
compelle,l to submit to a physical 
examination, why should not the sup
erintendent of schools and the return
ing heroes of the war be included in 
its provisions? 

I will not take up more of your 
time on this. but I want the House to 
recall that it is a very important 
matter that is before us, and it is 
something that is gOing to mean a 
great deal to the taxpayers. I realize 
that the heads of the departments 
here, who assist us materially in the 
work of the legislature by preparing 
the subject matter for the greater part 
of the bills mtroduced here, do not re
gard these matters in the same light 
as does the actual tax-payer; but I 
think that to the tax_payers of the 
State it is a subject worthy of con
sideration. 

It has been snggested that the rural 
towns are not affected by this matter; 
but I think you will find that they are 
affected in one way. and that they will 
have to pay their part. I wish to say 
that the rnral towns will assist in 
paying the taxes on this matter. I 
hope that my motion will prevail for 
I believe that this matter is a big one 
anel worthy of consideration. 1 also 
believe that school inspection of some 
kind is right and proper, but I do be
lieve that we should wait until we 
finel what the provisions of this Fed
eral la\v are, if it ever becomes a law, 
and realize what we are up against, 
and what we would Ilave to provide 
for. 

Mr. BUZZELL of Belfast:' Mr. 
Speaker, I ,yant to say just a word in 
connection with this bill. I know it 
is getting late. I hate to speak 
against it because I feel that my col
league, Dr. Williatns, is very earnest in 
Is attitude. This bill, it is true, 
provides when it shall take effect. It 
provides for towns with an enrollment 
of one thousand pupils and for smaller 
towns that have a smaller number en
rolled, and that these towns shall Ilave 
medical and dental aid and nurses. I 
want to say this, gentlemen, that be-

fore I vote for another school law 
along U ese lines, it wiII be after 
the State of Maine Ilas made 
some law, not to take care of lit
tle Johnnie's eyes, but little John
nie's fee:, who lives tllree or four 
miles aHay from a school, and for 
wllom the superintending school com
mittee provides no conveyance to 
school. That has been a burning is
sue in ':his State. Every lawyer in 
this HOllse has been consulted time 
after time, and he has told his client 
to do the best he could; tllat it is dis
cretionary with the school authorities. 
Now go to it, and, if you can get 
recognition and if you can get your 
little bo~' or your little girl to school 
by some arrangement, go to it; but 
there is alI there is to it. 

It looks to me, gentlemen, as if this 
wa" placing an increased burden upon 
the towns in the State of Maine. It 
has been suggested here that many of 
our boys could not go to war be
ca use of the condi tion of their teeth 
and this thing and that thing, and so 
forth an,] SO on. Why, gentlemen, we 
must drc.w the line somewhere. 

\Ye have made provision here in this' 
House for fixing little Johnnie's eyes 
wilen he is a few days old. There IS 

another loeasure here that provides that 
that same child, when he gets to be 
large enough to walk along the streets 
of his h"me town or city, may Le 
called in by the police powers of that 
town for an examination because some 
other bLd child has gone along the 
street. When are we going to draw 
t.he line on these propositions, and 
where are we gOing to draw it? There 
is such a thing as having too much 
law. You might as well make a law 
3.utllorizing the lawyers of this State 
to exam ino the investments of this 
one, that one or the other one, for fear 
that tile:.' have not exercised the right 
discretion. This is "imply another in
stance of where we are taking away 
"ome of the authority of our citizens 
that should not be taken away from 
til em ; and once more I want to say 
that bef,)re I vote for any health law 
so far-rEaching as this one, I want to 
see that the children of our State are 
taken care of in the way of convey
ance far better than they are at the 
present~ime. 



b98 LEGISLATIVE RECOI~D-HOUSE, :\lAnCH 26, 1919 

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr. 
Speaker, before the last speaker had 
addressed himself to the House, I had 
concluded there were only two classes 
of people who could be opposed to this 
bill. I am in doubt now as to how 
many make up the third class. The 
two classes are the conscientious ob
jectors to the bill, and the second 
class is the class which from time im
memorial, or from the time that 
money was minted had pinched their 
coin as' it got into their fingers until 
the eagle had screamed for sympathy; 
that is to say, the two classes that 
opposed this bill are the people who 
do not believe in the communication 
of disease by bacteria or germs, or do 
not believe at all in the existence of 
disease, or who do believe that if they 
have disease that it can be cured with
out the aid of the surgeon or doctor; 
and the person who believes that dis
ease can be cured without the use of 
medicine or surgery is living on a 
plane far above the most of us, and 
general legislation, to my mind, should 
not yet be attempted to be elevated to 
any such artificial plane. We who are 
called upon once in a while to think 
of these things, and do not think of 
them at other times, should pause 
very seriously and consider a matter 
like this if it is urged upon us that this 
matter means an improvement in the 
health of the boys and girls of the 
State. Those of you who hl?ve fol
lo,\ved the (loings of tile surgeons in 
this war that is just closing, have read 
with positive :l.mazement the won
drous curative effects following the 
modern treatment of wounds, and you 
will remember without my citing the 
fact to you how in the first few 
months of the war a tremendous per
centage of the boys who were wound
ed and lay in No Man's Land for 24 
hours or more suffered from tetanus, 
or lockjaw, and died in agony, and 
how in the last months of the war 
not a single one of them was infected 
with that disease because of the treat
ment preventing It; and the boys were 
not only returned to a fair state of 
recovery, but actually returned to the 
l!ront trenches to fight. In the time 
of our American Civil War Uiey would 
have lain on beds of suffering for 
month after month, while the wounds 

suppurated and the flesh sloughed off, 
and, if he was vigorous enough, his 
constitution strong enough, he recov
ered. Now I thoroughly believe in the 
bacteria theory, and I do believe that 
diseases are infectious and contagious 
and that diseases are communicable; 
and to me, because I have sons and a 
daughter of my own whe. ~\\.t'md the 
public schools ana sa in the room 
with the other children; and to me, be
cause my heart goes out to other chil
dren and to the children of people who 
perhaps do not have the opportunity to 
read and studY,-to me because I be
lieve these things, this law is of great 
importance. 

Do not worry about what school en
rollment means; do not let that trou
ble you at all. The court of Maine 
will never decide that that means the 
number of people in a town between 
five and twenty-one years of age. The 
gentlemen who opposes It says "en
rollment," but the law says "having 
a school enrollment." Leave that to 
the common sense of the justices of 
the supreme court of Maine, and there 
will not be any trouble about there be
ing counted therein anybody who has 
not been enroll ed in school. 

Now what is the second class of me'} 
who oppose this? You who are brought 
up in the cities do not meet this biped 
very often; b'.1.t the boys who are 
brought up in towns and go to town 
meeting, they have seen him ever since 
they were old enough to go and sit in a 
town meeting. The warrant calls for 
so much money for this, that and the 
other thing. You may be sure that tn 
every town meeting in the State of 
Maine there is the miserly old party 
who gets up and says, "Mr. Moderator, 
I move to pass over the article." Why? 
Because it carried money; because it 
will increase his tax a few cents. The 
history of every progressive town in the 
State of Maine has been a history of 
education of the people to getting out to 
the town meeting and voting down 
those people who want to cut appro_ 
priations. You ask them to join the 
budget committee before the town meet
ing and they will say "Let's cut the li
brary appropriation," and then, "Let's 
cut the school appropriation." That Is the 
class of men I refer to who are always 
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opposing progress. Now for a little 
balm to troubled hearts let me suggest 
this, and I will leave it to the lawyers 
of the House and there will not be one 
of them - 'ho will dispute it. Section 47. 
"It shall be the duty of all towns in 
which the provisions of the seyen pre
ceding sections apply to make provision 
for the payment of all necessary ex
penses incurred"; and 1 submit to you 
without fear of successful contradic
tion that there is not a word in this 
b!ll that wilI force a single town to pay 
a single cent." It shall be the duty of 
the town," but if the town does not 
raise money for that purpose it will not 
pay a cent. Now if you live in a town 
having 300 or more children whose 
health you do not care anything about, 
whose heaUh you do not care so much 
about as to believe that it would pay 
the town to spend a dollar a year for 
each town for the protection of the 
health of the child, all you have got to 
do is to attend the town meeting, and 
see that that article is not passed; and 
I submit to you t':1at if you live in such 
a town and are In the minority, it is 
your duty to go to the town meeting 
just the same, it is your duty to 
submit the question to the voters 
there and abide the decision of 
the majority_ Now a lot of us have had 
to do with the draft. I don't know of 
a harder few minutes put up to me than 
one Saturday evening when 31 fellows 
between the ages of 31 and 44, not one of 
whom had (v~r dreamed that there was 
ever anything the matter with him phy
sically, were turned over by the first 
examining board to the Advisory 
Examining Board for examination, 
and 16 of those stalwart young fel
lows walked out convinced that they 
had tuberCUlosis. One of them 
said "1 did not know but it would 
get me sometime because they buried 
my brother and a sister with con
sumption." Now if you do not be
lieve that diseases are infectious and 
contagious, of course you do not believe 
In this bilI. If you do believe that some 
are Infectious and Borne are contagious, 
have you a right to say that a town or 
a c_ounty shall not have the advantage 
of a physlcla-1 who can tell when the 
dlseaFe Is upon us? Carrying It out to 
Its fulI logical conclusion, I believe that 

typhoid fever is communicated by germs 
in water. You do not belieVe that tv
phoid fever is so communicated. 
Authorit)' comes in and tells you 
that the reservoir is infected with 
typhoid germs. Do you think It 
right fo]' you as a minority to say 
to me that the water system shall 
not be condemned, and that it shaH not 
be cleanE d up and filtered and made 
right? 

Xow more than 48 of the cities and. 
towns of Maine have tried this thing 
and not one of them has gone back. 
That incl.Ides all the cities in Maine and 
a good many of the large towns. If we 
had the time 1 would talk on the point
of the sct_ool master who wants to teach
the child'en to read, write and cipher; 
but who notices that they leave sChool:n 
the sixth, seventh, eighth or ninth grade, 
usually l,ecause they are defective in 
some WLy or other,-either defective 
vision, ddective tonsils, or adenoids, 
but who could be easily cured and made 
efficient, jf taken in time, in most cases. 
It will not hurt the parsimonious gen
tleman VI ho does not wish to contract 
an additional tax, provided the majori_ 
ty of the townsmen agree to it. It wiIl,_ 
of course, add a little in tax. The town 
will vote upon it in town meeting to see
If they will contribute money to that 
purpose or not. Now in the old days 
down South a little black girl or boy had 
a certain commercial value. Down South 
if so many little pickaninnies were
born on a plantation in a year, that 
plantatiop was worth just so much. 
They would selI a fair looking negro 
womaI: 01' a man for, say, $3000 or $4000 
or more_ What is a little white child' 
up here worth, and what are you going 
to do wih the little white child whose 
father and mother do not know ade
noids from appendices? What are yoU' 
going to :10 with the little white child 
whose father and mother do not .under
stand tha ~ if he has some physical de
fect and it is removed, the child might 
excel, whereas without that the child 
Is considered a dullard? What are you 
going to do with these people of the 
coming generation who have the right 
to be born sound and reared sound? I 
say let liE, pass this b!ll and put it up 
to the towns, and, if they want it, they 
w!ll adopl It. If they do not want !t, 
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they will say so. There has not been a 
single argument adduced here that ap
peals to me as of a feather's weight. 

Mr. MURRAY of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, I woulc:1 like to inquire of the 
gentleman from Houlton (Mr. Barnes) 
through the Chair what is the differ
ence between the present law we have 
and the one 1)roposed? 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman from 
Houlton (Mr. Barnes) may reply 
through the Chair. 

Mr. BARNES: Mr. Speaker, there 
are a good many differences. I un
derstand, for instance, that this bill 
provides a district nurse in additian 
to a doctor or dentist. Now it is too 
bad to take your time, but this is a 
very important question. It is poss!
ble there are sections of Maine where 
a district nurse hue not been em
ployed. Let me tell you of a section 
of the State where a district nurSt' 
for tubercular trouble has been em
ployed. There is a county that has a 
district nurse, a trained, skillful 
young woman. She spends seven daYfl 
in a week in the homes of the ;Jeople 
-people who do not understand any
thing about disease, who do not un
dere1and anything about food, who 
do not understand really about wllat 
clothing a person should have to get 
along properly. That woman is in her 
third or fourth year, and the towns 
of the county vvted to pay enough 
money to keep her there and give 11er 
pay for this and traveling expenses. 
She has on the list of families which 
she is visiting now ready for the tu
Lercular sanatorium 53 cases waiting 
for the State of Maine to put up 
shelter where they can be taken in 
and be treated. Now that woman'B 
work i;,> right in the home, right in 
the kitchen, telling the mother what 
she ought to pay for food and how 
she ought to cook it, and going down 
to thp store, if she has not got the 
money, and buying some nutritious 
food, and going back there and put
ting the woman's apron on and cook
ing the food. She has proved so ex
tremely efficient that I do not believe 
you could find a town in the county 
that would vote in the spring town 
meetings against ., .. eeping her there. 

Now, why even the doctors them-

selves do not know what the tonsils 
are in our mouths for. The doctors 
do not claim to know all there is 
about this wonderful body of ours, 
and many a man cannot tell whether 
they are diseased or not; but these 
great glands of the human body, 
about which we are learning more 
every day-the liver and the tonsils, 
and dozens of others of these gland
ular structures of the human body 
-have a mighty close connection be
tween the preservation of health and 
the detriment of health. The people 
who, like myself, have taken no spe
cial training on the ;'>ubject, and only 
can read, of course may take a 
wrong view of thh, sort of thing. It 
has been demonstrated absolutely 
that this kind of work will raise the 
standard of health of our children 
and give us sounder, stronger, mor~ 
vigorous bodies; and if you think 
that is not necessary you gO and get 
neal' enough to a hospital, and see 
what .!"IOrt of work has to be done to 
the men and women of our country 
as they are brought there to be fix
ed up and put back into a state of 
health, which the doctors tell us 
would never have been necessary if, 
when the evil was first starting with
in the body. a little attention might 
have been given to it and the mat
ter straightened out. Forty-eight 
towns employ the physician. Not one 
of them has gone back. This one does 
not cost a town, which does not em
ploy a physician, a cent. Let us give 
it a trial. In 1921, if it hat" proved to 
be a burden, it will surely be re
pealed. 

Mr. MURRAY of PorHand: :Mr. 
Speaker, I believe that the gentleman 
from Houlton (Mr. Barnes) has 
overlooked the main difference be
tween the law that now exists and 
the one that they propose. Section 40 
of Chapter 16, says that they shall 
employ or appoint a school phYSician, 
provided, however, that the said 
committee has been authorized by 
vote of the town at a regular town 
meeting or at a special meeting called' 
for that purpose. That provision 
is out of the amendment. You will' 
find in Section 48 of the old law:' 
"The provision€' of the eight preced-' 
ing sections shall apply only to cities: 
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and towns having a population of 
less than forty thousand inhabi
tants." That provision is also out 
of the amendment. I think this 
amendment will make it obligatory 
upon all cities and towns having over 
300 school enrollment to carry out the 
provisions of thi& act. 

Mr. BARNES: Mr. Speaker, may 
I inquire, because I made a rash as
sertion about attorneys-may I in
quire of the gentleman from Port
land (Mr. Murray) if he will look at 
Section 47, which states that "it shall 
be the duty of all towns in Which che 
provisions of the seven preceding 
sections apply to make provision," in 
<Iraft No. 464, Section 47, and ask him 
juffi frankly and fairly to answer 
whether either there, or anywhere 
<:lIse in the bill, there is anything 
which says that a town shall raise 
any money for this purpose; and 
then I will ask him one .further ques
tion-whether in his judgment, expe
rience or knowledge, it is possible 
for the State to say that a town 
shall rai,;e money and force a town 
to <10 it? 

The SPgAKER: The gentleman 
from Portland, Mr. Murray, may re
plY through the chair. 

:VII'. MuRRAY: Mr. Speaker, I 
think the ordinary interpretation of 
that Section 40, saying "It '5'hall be 
the duty of all towns," means the 
towns must do it, providing they 
{'orne within that certain class. 

Mr. BARNES: Mr. Speaker, would 
they have to raise money? 

Mr. MURRAY: I think they would. 
If that is not so, there would be no 
difference between the amendment 
which they propose and the law as 
it exists today; and I believe that it 
is it pretty good fundamental prin
ciple, if you are not going to make 
any changes, to leave the law alone. 

Mr. BUZZgLL of Belfast: MI'. 
Speaker, just one word, and that is 
this. All of you, at a glance, can ~ee 
what tlle popular €fide of this ques
tion is. You can fly into the air and 
talk about what a grand thing this 
will be, to put ears, eyes and noses 
on this child and that child, and the 
other child, that has not got them 
now, if so and so Is done. That Is 

the popular side of it. But do we 
want sU'ch a law as this at this time, 
when there is no particular differ
ence between it and the law that we 
have got now on this general prop
()!,'lition? Now you would think from 
what has been said here by some 
speaken: that there were some of us 
who had no Children, and almost go 
to the e}:tent of saying that we never 
expected any. Now I am one of those 
proud fathers-proud of four boys. 
They go to a school now where their 
tceth are looked after, their mouth 
is looked after, their eyes looked af
ter, and all that sort of thing, and 
every now and then I hear about a 
dentist's bill and all that sort of 
thing; but I tell you, my colleague"" 
I do not believe we are suffering in 
this dir'~ction; neither do I believe 
that the1"e is anybody who is walking 
on the streets that is liable to inter
fere with me if I do not interfere 
with him. I hope the motion ot 
the gentleman from Perham, Mr. 
Bragdon will prevail in this matter. 

Mr. lYcURRAY: Mr. Speaker, if 
this bill is as the gentleman from 
Houlton (Mr. Barnes) thinks, how 
about the provision under which the 
State is going to reimburse the 
towns OJ' citi""" that accept the pro
visions of the bill or have these med
ical inspectors? That certainly has 
got to c,)me from all the towns and 
all the cities throughout the State. 
Those t'Hvns, whether they accept 
or not, If his interpretation is cor
rect, are going to bear their propor
tional p 1rt of one-half of the ex
pense of carrying this law on. 

Mr. PIKE of Eastport: Mr. Speak
er, I denire to raise a point of or
der against the con€'ideration of this 
bill in i':s present form. Section 40. 
which is the first section of this bill, 
reads as follows: "It shall be the du
ty of all towns or cities in the State 
having f. school enrollment of more 
than OIlE' thousand pupils according 
to the la13t return of the superintend
ent of seh00le to install medical in
spection of school children and to 
provide school nurses on or before 
the close of the year 1920; of all 
towns aLd cities in the State with a. 
school enrolment of 500 or more be. 
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fore the year 1922; of all towns in 
the State having a school enrolment 
of 300 pupils or more before the year 
1924." I submit, Mr. Speaker, as my 
point of order, that we cannot con
sider legislation here which is not 
going into effect until the year 1924, 
five years hence, during which time 
two Legilsliatures shall have met and 
adjourned. That is my point of or
der, Mr. Speaker, and I desire that 
it be ruled upon. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will rule 
that the point of order is not appli
cable because a motion to indefinIte
ly postpone carries the bill with its 

imperfections and all else. The 
question before the House is the mo
tion of the gentleman from Perham, 
Mr. Bragdon, that the reports with 
accompanying bills be indefinitely 
postponed. All those in favor of the 
motion say aye; those opposed no. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
reports with accompanying bUls were 
indefinitely postponed. 

On motion by Mr. Berry of Water
v!1le, 

Adjourned until tomorrow morning 
at 9 o'clock. 




