
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



LEGISLATIVE RECORD 

OF THE 

Seventy., Ninth Legislature 
OF THE 

STATE OF MAINE 

AUGUSTA 
KENNEBEC JOURNAL PRINT 

1919 



83~ LEGISLATIVE RECORD-HOUSE :\fARCH 25, 1919 

HOUSE 

Tuesday, March 25, 1919. 
The House met according to ad

journment and was called to order by 
the Speaker. . 

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Perry of 
Hallowell. 

Journal of previous session read 
and approved. 

Papers from the Senate disposed of 
in concurrence. 

li'rom the Senate: Communication 
from the Secretary of State trans
mitting list of public acts signed by 
the Governor. 

In the Senate accepted and ordered 
placed on file. In the House ordered 
placed on file in concurrence. 

From the Senate: Report of the 
committee on library on resolve to 
appropriate money for the purchase 
of the history of York, reporting that 
the same be referred to the next 
Legislature. 

Comes from the Senate recom
mitted to the committee on library. 

A viva voce yote being taken, the 
House voted to recommit in concur
rence. 

Senate Bills on First Reading 
Senate 104: An Act relating to the 

inspection of creameries, cheese fac
tories, condensaries, or receiving sta
tions for milk or cream. 

Senate 111: An Act to amend Sec
tion 1 of Chapter 55 of the Revised 
Statutes of Maine relating to causes 
determined by the Public Utilities 
Commission. 

Senate 166: An Act to amend Chap
ter 26 of the Revised Statutes, as 
amended by the Public Laws of 1917, 
relating to the registration and 
operation of motor vehicles. 

Senate 231: An Act to provide for 
the support of dependents of sol
diers, sailors and marines. 

This bill comes from the Senate 
amended by Senate Amendment A. 
The House voted to adopt Senate 
Amendment A In concurrence, and 
thE)" bill received its second reading as 
amended. 

Communication from the G,overnor 
The following communication from 

the Governor was received yesterday 
and not acted on by the House: 
To the Honorable House of Repre

sentatives: 
I have carefully examined House 

Document No. 524 "Resolve in favor of 
the trustees of Hartland Academy for 
State aid for agricultural instruction 
for the years 1917 and 1918" and respect
fully return the same herewith without 
my approval. 

This resolve appropriates for this 
academy the sum of $500 as reimburse
ment for the amount which the acad
emy failed to receive in the years 1917 
and 1918 because the attendance in its 
course In agriculture fell below the 
standard required by law. 

The amount of this particular resolve 
Is not large, but its consideration in
volves the whole method of extending 
State aid to seccndary schools. 

The law requires the maintenance of 
a certain minimum attendance In an 
agricultural course in order to entltl'l 
the academy to special State aid for 
that course. To make an appropriation 
In one special instance where this aid 
was not earned in the last two years 
would be evidently unfair to a dozen or 
more secondary schools which lost their 
appropriations through failure to meet 
the requirements and which made no 
claim for reimbursement. 

I find, moreover, that Hartland acad_ 
emy was granted a special appropri
ation of $1000 for each of the years 1917 
and 1~18 over and above all the amounts 
provided by law, and that i'1 filing their 
requests with the State auditor before 
November 15, 1918, the trustees asked 
only for the continuance of this appro
priation through 1919 and 1920. The 
blanket resolve for aid in maintenance 
of academies carries an appropriation 
ot $1250 for each of the years 1919 and 
1920 for Hartland Academy, or $250 a. 
year beyond the amount asked for. 
~ow this sreclal appropriation of ~ 
Is asked In addition. 

Theoretically the State furnished aid 
to high schools and academies In pro
portion to the contribution which each 
of them Is making to the educational 
program of the State, and while the 
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amount of aid per capita On the basis 
of average attendance is not the only 
basis :01' comparison it is one of the 
importan t factol's to be considered. 
With the amounts provided in the 
blanket resolve above referred to, the 
State aid from all sources for 1919 for 
each of the academies named in the re_ 
solve will be approximately as follows 
for each pupil in attendance: 

Hartland Academy 
Freedom Academy 
Leavitt Institute 
Anson Academy 
East Corinth Academy 
Litchfield Academy 
Oak Grove Seminar)' 
Greely Institute· 
Limerick Academy 
~o. Yarmouth Academy 
Eastern Me. Instl:ute 
Lee Academy 
Higgins Classical In

stitute 
Westbrook Seminary 
Bridgewater C:asslcal 

Aca,'emy 
Limington Academv 
St. Josenh's Academy 
Monmouth Academy 
Somerset Academy 
Gould's Academy, 
Aroostook Central In-

stitute 
Maine Central Institute 

$74.00 
65.00 
6300 
62.00 
61.00 
58.00 
58.00 
56,00 
55.00 
5400 
53.00 
46.00 

43.00 
42.00 

38.00 
36.00 
34.00 
33.00 
30.00 
26.00 

23.00 
19.00 

The average State aid for all high 
schools in the State is abont $12.60 an
nually per pupil in attendance and the 
average annual total cost of Inainte
nance for all the high schools in the 
State is $53.1:1 per pupil in attendance. 

Therefore, in view of the fact that 
withont this special resolve Hartland 
Academy will still receive more '3ta te 
aid per capita than any other academy 
or high school, an amount, in fact, ac
tually greater by nearly 50 per cent. 
than the average total cost of mainte_ 
nance of high schools, it would seem 
as If the friends of this excellent Insti
tution should be satisfied with the lib
eral provisions already made for them 
without expecting the State to make a 
speCial exceptions in their favor in the 
matter of State aid for agricultural 
courses. 

(8d.) CARL E. MILLIKEN, 

Dated. at the 
Executive Chamber 
March 24, 1919 

Governor. 

The SPEAKER: The question before 
the Hou"e is, shall this resolve he come 

a law ne twithstanding' the objections 
of the Governor? 

On mO':lon by Mr. Holley of North 
Anson the matter was tabled and spec
Ially assigned for tomorrow morning. 

Passed to be Engrossed 

Senate 106: An Act to amend 
Section 146 of Chaptcr 16 of the Re
vised Statutes, as amended by Chap
ter 64 of the Public Laws of 1917, re
lating to the appropriation for the 
support of normal and training 
schools. 

Senate 203: An Act to amend 
Section :lO of Chapter 117 of the Re
vised Statutes, as amended by Chap
ter 179 )[ the Public Laws of 1917, 
relating to the employing of clerks 
and agents by the State superintend
ent of p1lblic schools. 

Senate 234: An Act to amend Sec
tion 122 of Chapter 16 of the Revised 
Statutes, relating to the duties of the 
State superintendent of puh"" 
Hchools, and providing for the teach
ing of ce,mmon school subjects in the 
English language. 

House 397: An Act to alllend 
Chapter ;]94 of the Public Laws of 
1917, rl'llting to seizurc and forfeit
ure of Yl'hicles currying intoxicating 
liquors. 

House 425: An Act to amend Sec
tion 137 of Chuptel' 16 of the Re
vised Statutes, relating to the main
taining of evening schools, and to 
provide [01' Americani~mtjon and the 
reducing of illiteracy. 

Honse 469: An Act to prohibit the 
LIse of trawls of more than 4000 
hooks, or more than 10 nets, within 
eertain 1vaters. 

House 170: A n Act to provide aid 
for assistance of towns in maintain
ing town highways. 

(Tabled by Mr. \Vashburn of Per
ry pending third reading, and special
ly assig:led for tomorrow morning.) 

House 201: An Act for the care 
and preservation of shade and orna
mental trees. 

(Tabled by Mr. Lanpher of Sebec, 
and speeially assignpd for tomorrow 
morning.) 

House 476: An Act to amend 
Cha.pter 154 of the Public Laws of 
191. pntitled An Act to provide State 



834 LEGISLATIVE RECORD-HULSE, .\IARCH 25, 1919 

aid ior the construction of highway~ 
extending continuously through 
three or more towns, 

House 478: An Act to amend Sec
tion 49 of Chapter 117 of the Re
vised Statutes relating to the Boanl 
of l{egistration in Medicine. 

House 479: An Act authorizing 
the Penobscot Development Company 
to construct and maintain booms and 
piers in the Aroostook river in the 
town of Ashland. 

House 480: An Act granting Brad
b~ry Smith the right to establish and 
maintain a ferry between the towns 
of Sullivan and Hancock. 

House 481: An Act to amend Sec
tion 32 of Chapter 67 of the Revised 
Statutes, relating to probate appeals. 

House 482: An Act to amend 
Section 3 and Section 12 of Chapter 
36 of the Revised Statutes, relating 
to marking packages of agricultural 
seeds. 

House 483: An Act to authorize 
the payment of additional sums for 
co-operative agriculture. 

House 484: An Act additional to 
Chapter 48 of the Revised Statutes, re
lating to the State sealer of weights 
and measures. 

House 485: An Act to prevent and 
punish the desecration, mutilation or 
improper use of the flag of the United 
States of America, and of this' State, 
and of' any flag, standard, color, ensign 
or shield authorized by law and to 
make uniform the law relating thereto. 

House 466: Resolve in favor of the 
commissioners of pharmacy of the State 
of Maine. 

House 467: Resolve in favor of the 
State auditor, reported from the com
mittee on biJIs in the third reading un
der title of 

Resolve in favor of the State auditor 
for newspaper subscriptions for the de
partment of labor and industry. 

(Tabled by Mr. Clifford of Reed Plan
tation, and speCially assigned for to
morrow morning.) 

House 468: Resolve In favor of thp
board of veterinary examiners. 

House 471: Resolve to continue the 
Resolve under Chapter 90 of the Re_ 
solves of 1917 for the North Yarmouth 
Academy Grant, Township No.1, Range 
4, Aroostook county. 

(Tabled by 111'. Holley of C\orth An·· 
son, pending second reading, and spe· 
cially assigned for tomorrow morning., 

House 473: Resolve in fa Val' of the 
Penn ::\Iutual Life Insurance Company 
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, for a 
tax credit. 

House 474: Resolve in favor of the 
Fidelity Mutual Life Insurance Com
pany of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, for 
a tax credit. 

House 477: Resolve in favor of the 
Provident Life and Trust Company of 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. for a tax 
credit. 

On motion by Mr. Rounds of Port
land the House voted to reconsider its 
action whereby House Document No. 
397, An Act to amend Chapter 294 of the 
Public Laws of 1917, relating to seizure 
and forfeiture of vehicles carrying In
toxicating liquors was assigned for to
morrow morning for its third reading; 
and on further motion by the same 
gentleman the bill was tabled pending 
third reading. 

On motion .by Mr. Baxter of Port
land the House voted to reconsider tts 
action where!?y House Document No. 
482, An Act to amend Section 3 and 
Section 12 of Chapter 36 of the Revised 
Statutes, relating to marking packages 
of agricultural seeds, was assigned for 
tomorrow morning for Its third reading; 
and ,m further motion by the same 
gentleman the bill was tabled pending 
Its third reading and especially assign
ed for tomorrow morning. 

Orders of the Day 
The SPEAKER: This brings the 

House to the matterll specially assigned 
for today, and the Chair will take them 
off the calendar in their order. First 
is the Governor's veto message on Re
solvl' in favor of John G. Fleming for 
building a highway in the town of Wis
casset, House Document No. 346, and 
the Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Portland, Mr. Rounds. 

Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr. Speak
er and gentlemen of the House, I would _ 
like to have that laid on the table tem
porarily until Mr. Perkin!! of Orono 
Is here. He wen t to a town meeting 
and he should be back here about 10 
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o'clock. I move that it be temporarily 
tabled to be taken up latE'r in the ses
sion 

Tbe motion prevailed. 

Tne Sl'}J"KER: 1'l18 next on the cal
endar is tlle report of the committee on 
agriculture referring to the next Leg
islature bill An Act to regulate and 
license operators of slaughter houses, 
House Document :-.Jo. 325, tabled by tha 
gentleman from Auburn, Mr. Garcelon, 
pending acceptance of the report. The 
Cbair recognizes the gentleman from 
Auburn, Mr. Garcelon. 

Mr. GARCELO:-.J: Mr. Speaker, 
move that the bill be substituted for 
the 1e,"ort; and in making this motion 
I wish to say a word of explanation. 
This is an important bill. It has to do 
with the meats we eat, and therefore 
is concerned directly with the health 
and well-being of the people. The bill 
was drawn by the department of agri
culture and has its full support. At 
the hearing before the committee, how
ever, certain o·bjections were raised. 
Admittedly the bill in its present form 
Is incomplete, and I therefore wish to 
offer some amendments which I believe 
will remove these objections; but, Mr. 
Speaker, as a m,_tter of parliamentary 
decision, I cannot offer those amend
ments unless the bm Is before the 
House. Therefore I have moved that 
the bill be substituted for the report. 
If that Is done, I propose to offer the 
amendments to the bill on Its first read. 
Ing and then have them tabled for 
printing, so that every member of the 
House may have a chance to read them. 
If, after consideration of the amend
ments, the House in its wisdom wishes 
to kill the bill, It, can, of course, do so; 
but tnere can be no harm in allowing 
the amendments to be presented for 
conolderatlon before you finally dispose 
of the matter. 

Mr. GRINNELL of Exeter: Mr. 
Speaker, this bill was considererl of 
suffiCient Importance to have two 
hearings. At the first hearing thi:-ty 
appeared in oppO€'ition to the oil!. 
Outside of thl') department only one 
appeared for the bill. We looked '1P 
the regulations in regard to this, 'lnd 
found that it came under the Pure 

Food L.1\v and is well cared for 
through that and the Board of 
Health. Consequently, after the bill 
had carr e up and had not attracte.l 
attentioll, we decided that it should 
be left to the next Legislature. Mr. 
Speaker, I move that the reDort of 
the committee be accepted. 

Mr. EARNES of Houlton: Mr. 
Speaker and gentlemen of the House: 
It very often happens that the per
sons who) wish to be heard on a bill 
are all on one €1de; and if you would 
look up the history of pure food and 
pure drugs legislation, you will find 
that the bills are invariably drawn hy 
some de:)artment or department em
ployee, and the people who are inter
ested in the passage of the bills. 
thinking that the public servants at 
the State House, whoever they may 
be, are looking after it, do not flock 
to the (~ommittee hearings, because 
as a rulo what the bill aims to do is 
perfecth apparent and its import· 
ance is :Hnown. 

Now, the Creator g'ave to all of ue 
originally, apparatus whereby we 
kept ou·; of our systems dangerous 
food. The dog-any domestic animal 
--even swine-are provided by' nature 
with an apparatus that warns them 
against eating unfit food. Man. in 
the process of development has ar
rived at a stage where he will pour 
into his meat any kind of polson that 
the law allows him. provided :he· 
taste to him is anywhere near plea€'
ing, or he thinks It Is pleasing; and 
through the mouth the diseases that 
take OUI' children to the graveyal'd
very, very many of them-come in. 
Now the people who are interested in 
this bill thought nobody would ap
pear ag8 inst it, and the committee on 
agriculture was overawed, or quieted 
and subdued and rendered mute, be
cause rnany prominent attorneys of 
Maine came crowding in here to op
pose this bill. What is the bill? 
\Vhy, tl1 e bill is to provide that the 
hou.s<es where animals are slaughtered 
shall be decent, neat and clean; to 
provide that where the beef hangs 
the house flies cannot have access. 
Why, when the United States took 
over th'~ old French canal to build 
across 1he Isthmu", of Panama, the 
first thing the United States did was 
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to provide sanitary regulations. and, 
where the yellow fever had buried 
men by the thousands during the 
French time of construction, the 
United States surgeons by employing 
sanitary regulations have rendered 
the Zone ·the most healthful on the 
face of the earth; and, remember. 
that was done mostly by controlling 
a certain mO€'CJ.uito. The time was, 
of course. when we knew nothing 
about bacteria and knew nothing 
about germs. I suppose people· were 
happier in the good old days, when a 
scourge struck a place and most 
everybody died, they said it was a 
dispensation of Divine Providence 
and they must submit to the will of 
the Creator. and they buried their 
dead. Now the days of such igno
rance are passed, and everybody 
knows more or lees about bacteria 
and germs, and everybody now knows 
that many of these seeds of disease 
are carried on the feet of the harm
less house fly, who used to flock in 
numbers on the dinner table of our 
ancestors before we learned to screen 
our doors and our houses. 

Now if you could have €'Cen the 
array of men who went up in pro
test before the agricultural commit
tee, YOU would have had a ~ood deal 
of sympathy for the committee. They 
were most respectable, reputable gen
tlemen. Every word they said tn 
favor of this bill they said with a 
mental reservation that they did not 
believe what they were saying, but 
they were getting a good fat retainer. 
I suppose there is no piece of beef 
that Is any juicier to eat than a pi('('e 
of beef that is I endered soft and suc
culent and juicy by the permeation 
through its cellular fibre of pus; but 
you, when you go to the store, you 
won't buy it yourself, and you do not 
want any hotel to serve it on the 
table. I suppose such beef must be 
soft and easy to masticate. and if it 
is served in the form of breaded cut
lets, or ground in some sauce, it will 
not appear offensive. 

Now there are more than 350 places 
in the State of Maine where animals 
are slaughtered for human consump
tion, and there are about eight of 
them that are sanitary and clean. It 
'1s firm stated that we have got all the 

law we need. They said that to the 
agricultural committee. and becaus.) 
the lawyers from ereat centers, r'lp
resenting great industries-I wiII a)t 
say representing great hotels-great 
lawyers of that type at that hearing 
said that there was plenty of law: 
and the agricultural committee has 
said again today that there is plenty 
of law. Now what does the law say? 
The law t"ays that after the meat gets 
into the 8hop, yOU find that it is p'1rt 
of a diseased creature. or is filthy, 
decomposed or putrid or is a portion 
of an animal unfit for food, or a por
tion of an animal that died otherwise 
than by slaughter, that that food is 
adulterated and cannot be sold. But 
when you catch the hind Quarter of 
one of these creatures and condemn 
that. you may be pretty reltsonably 
certain that the forequarters and the 
other hindquarters have been sold: 
and, if any of you have ever h~.'l 
experience as a county attorney in 
trying to enforce the food law, you 
ha ve been kept pretty busy tracing 
the cattle that have been condemned 
a~ being tubercular, and preventing 
their getting on your own breakfast 
table. Beef is high; it is out of sight. 
Why. really good cuts of nice beef
steak up in the north country are as 
rare as choice lobsters: but is that 
any reason, pray, why YOU should 
buy and have on your table diseased 
meat or tainted meat, or is that any 
reason why you should give anybr>dy 
the right to use diooased meat or 
tainted meat? Now that is practi
cally all the protection that we have. 

Let us see what the bill asks for. 
It asks that everybody who runs a 
slaughter house for the slaughtering 
of cattle,-and my friend from Au
burn (Mr. Garcelon) desires a 
chance to put amendments on to 
make that perfectly plain, and which 
will except the man who kills a 
creature once in a while and sells it, 
-that all slaughter houses shall be 
kept neat and decent. It asks that 
they shall have water in the slaugh
ter houses; and men come in and 
object to it! It asks that they shall 
not keep hogs under the slaughter 
houses on piles of manure with fes
tering and infected animal matter, 
and the lobby objected to that. It 
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asks that they shall screen the win
dows, and the lobby objected to that. 
It asks that there shall not be manure 
and filth on the slaughering-bed 
and the lobby objected 1:0 that. It 
asks that the floor of the slaughter 
houses shall be mflde of concrete or 
something like tha t. It does not in 
the bill, but it provides that it shall 
be neat and decent. The only way 
to do is to make the floor water
tight, so that the 11Ith shall not seep 
down through the floor and make a 
spa wning bed for all the insects that 
crawl and OJ'eep and infest food. The 
time was when right next to the 
slaughte'r house was the manure heap 
amI the hogs ran on it, and the blood 
and fluid from the slaughter house 
mn right off the slaughter-bed down 
into the trough where the hogs were 
feeding. That was the custom be
fore ,YO l,new better. \Ve were then 
taking into our houses these danger
ons germs and calling them visita
tions of Divino Pl'Ovidence. \Vhat 
>;acrilege that was ~ \Ve are just be
ginning to learn theso things. We 
know that most of the slaughter 
honses of :Maine are in dilapidated 
buildings-old barns and warehouses 
.in the outskirts of the town that 
have not j)een prepared as places 
for slaughtpr or places for the pre
paration of human food, and they 
have the same old kind of floO!' as 
any othel' old barn, Nmy suppos
ing it was one of that kind, without 
a plank floO!' and \\ithout anv base
ment, just earth, setting up 0;' posts, 
anrl when the creature~ are ~Iaugh
terce! thE' blood and other fluids run 
into the earth through the floor. 
\Vhat a condition you have under 
there befoJ'e the fall of the yem' 
comes on and the ground freezes
what a breeding ground for filth I Or 
suppose that the blood and other 
flui(1 runs down into the trough and 
the hogs wallo,y around in that 
waste; what a condition that is to 
·have the flies come and light u'pon 
your little infant baby when it is put 
out on the piazza to slcep in its car
riage. Why do you put a net over 
the carriage to keep the insects 
away? Is it because the insects 
would tickl ... her nose and wake )".er 

up, or that the mosquitos may not 
sting hEr? No, that is not it. It 
is because those flies have been fly
ing around the filth and creeping and 
crawling· over eYerything that is noi
some and nasty, and you do not want 
them to walk across your little baby's 
mouth, :lnd she run out her tongue 
and tak3 in the germ of enteric 
fever, gastritis, intestinal trouble, 
typhoid [eyer or some other power
ful diseLse, That is why your wife 
does this, and this bill is aimed to 
protect us from that sort of infec
tion ane disease. These slaughter 
hou"es are not in the central part 
of the villages or cities; they are 
not where the people live who are 
c<ueful; they are not where the 
sewage I'uns into the sewer. These 
slaughle,' houses m'e in the outskirts, 
in thc lower sections of the place, 
They mc not welcomed anywhere. 
They smell to Heaven. For a thous
and yarjs on either side when the 
wind bl,),ys they are noisome. In 
that sar'le section, gentlemen, what 
care is taken of the human excre
ment'? It does not go into the sew
er; it gc,es into a dry closet and the 
flies are constantly crawling over it, 
especially in the months of July and 
August. It is in sueh places that 
typhoid fever occurs, and from those 
pJaces t '.1e flies come rlown to these 
slaughter houses. There are no 
screens in the windows and the flies 
come in swarm over and perch on 
the sides of beef that are hanging 
there and incidentally ,yipe their feet 
on them, Then it gets into the fam
ily ancl you eat it, and you have chol
era morbus all through the village 
and you have cholera infantum and 
:111 that sort of thing. 

Xow hll this asks is that it shall 
he seen :0 that the troughs are clean, 
and we are also trying to see to it 
that thE man who runs the public 
eating h )use shall serve to his people 
what is clean and wholesome. Now 
in your 10wn, if you are from the city, 
as in my town-because we happen 
to be near the boundary line-there
is a Federal inspector who comes· 
and inspects the carcass, and every 
bit of beef that is killed in my town 
is inspected. There is only one 
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slaughter house and that is provided 
with water that it may be kept clean 
and free from anything festering or 
rotting about it. The bill says that 
the men who are engaged in the 
slaughterinr; business-a Class A 
man shall pay a ten dollar license, a 
Class B man a two dollar license. and 

,a Class C man shall not pay any fee. 
but he shall take a license. Then it 
is provided that the Commissioner 
of Agriculture, who issues these li
censes, shall have authority over 
these people, and, if he comes to a 
man's place and finds it filthy, and he 
fails to clean it up, but says he will 
see about it, the Commissioner's man 
may say, "I will be back here in a 
couple of weeks. and if this place is 
not in shape, I will withdraw your 
license until you get it cleaned up." 

,Now who is going to object to that? It 
seems to me' it is entireJy reasonable 
and proper. This bil! should be allowed 
to get into an amendable form and al
low the gentleman from Auburn (Mr. 
Garcelon) to have a fair draft of it 
printed, and then if we do not like It 
'we will not have to enact into Jaw. I 
hope the motion of the gentleman from 
Auburn (Mr. GarceJon) to substitute 

'the bllJ for the report, so It may be 
printed as amended, may prevail. We 

'can then look at it and see if this is 
all hot air that I have been giving you 
and can then vote intelligently upon it. 

Mr. WASHBURN of Perry: Mr. 
'Speaker, I feel that the position of the 
committee on agriculture has not been 
entirely made clear in this matter. 

'There is probably no member of that 
committee who is willing to acknowl
edge that we were entirely overawed 
by the members of the legal profes
sion who appeared before us. We have 
been, however, somewhat Impressed by 
a great and Increasing number of pro
tests that have come to us from the 
'country butchers. This is a matter 
that applies to every country butcher 

'of any importance In the State, and 
the committee felt that the matter had 
been presented at too late a time in 
the session for all to be heard from 
and ~or the matter to be thoroughly un
derstood. If all these horrible conditions 
exist which have been pictured to you 

'the act should provide for the In spec-

tion 0: meat and not of slaughter 
houses. :t was also our belief that the 
matter could be pretty thoroughly 
taken care of UI,der the pure food law. 
the federal inspection and the local 
boards of health. We have no objec
tion whatever to the gentleman from 
Auburn (Mr. Garcelon) being allowed 
to reopen the natter and to present 
his amendments. I simply desire to 
make the posithn of the committee 
plain. 

Mr. RICKER of Poland: Mr. Speaker 
and gentlemen of the House: It was 
only about three weeks ago that the 
gentleman from Houlton (Mr. Barnes) 
got up aad spoke against delaying a 
bill from going through this House. He 
said it was getting late in the seGslon 
and everybody wanted to get home. 
Now he Is getting up here and talking 
right against what he said two or three 
weeks ago. He ;,'ants to delay a certain 
bill. I consi1er this blIl 19 already 
taken care of by a law In this statute. 
under Section 12: "When goods shall 
be deemed to be adulterated." "If In 
the manufacture, sale, distribution, 
transportation, or in the offering or 
exposing for sale, distribution or trans
portation, It Is not at all times secure_ 
ly protected from filth, files. dust, or 
other contamination, or other unclean, 
unhealthful or unsanitary conditions." 
I consider that this bill to regulate the 
slaughter houses Is already ta',en care 
of by this law that Is in the statute, 
because It Is only '~p to the agricul
tural department now to enforce the 
law. If they have not been doing It, 
they are not carrying out the!r duties. 
It also provides penalty for adultera
tion or misbranding by a fine not ex
ceeding' one hundred dollars for e'l.ch 
subsequent offen~e. Alreadv the oJauf'h
tel' houses In this State have to ooer
ate under the pure food and drug act. 
They come up to the board of health 
under this law that is In the statute 
today. The -agricultural department 
has the right, to Inspect all the slaugh
ter houses In the State of Maine, but 
they have not been dOing It and now 
they come with thlll other bill and want 
more authority. 

The gentleman from Houlton (Mr. 
Barnes) said that the bill calls for a 
llC'ense. that e-, ery man who runs f\ 
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slaughter house would have to have a 
license, and then when the inspector 
comes around, if he does not think that 
the provisions of the law are being 
carried out he will revoke the license. 
The bill does not say that he will give 
two weeks' notice. He may do it right 
then. What is going to be the result? 
These large packing houses have a lot 
()f food on hard; they have a lot of 
money Invested. If they are not able 
to con'tinue to sell what is on hand the 
stuff will spoil. He also said that all 
the slaughter houses in the State were 
In old buildings. I have traveled 
around the State of Maine some and 
I kave seen some of the slaughter 
bouses that are run by the farmers. Of 
course you cannot expect a slaughter 
house In the country to have the same 
~anitary conditions as one in the city; 
but they do have water and they do 
keep them clean, and they have them 
Inspected. Xow the people in the south
ern part of the 'State ship a lot of their 
veals and meat that they slaughter to 
Boston or out of the State, and they 
have to go to the State Board of Health, 
get a stamp, and have it ma,'ked before 
1t Is thus sent. They are inspected by 
the State Board of Health. I know of 
houses that have been Inspected and 
carry out the recommendations thac 
have been made by the oflicers of the 
State Board of Health. 

. This 'hill has had two hearings which 
were advertised. I think at the first 
hearing there were around 40 or f'1) 

people opposed to the bIll, and the only 
propone>1ts of it were- men in the agri
cultural department. A week later 
they had another hearing. and stilI 
there was a greater number of OPPO
nents to the bill than there were pro
ponentR, only two members from the 
agricultural department appearing for 
the bill. It was brought out at tIle 
hearing that they were already subje::t 
to two inspections, and then the ques
tion was brought up whether, if this 
bill passed, it would not give the agri
cultural department a chance for anoth
er Inspection; and I said in that meeting 
that I would not want to run any 
business where there was going to be 
two or three sets of Inspectors corn
ing around and making Inspections 

and reccmmendations as to changes, 
because every time they would corne 
around they would keep you in great 
suspense. It was proven then that 
the Agricultural Department had all 
the auth')rity it wanted to duly In
spect without this law, and if that ic> 
the fact, why should this bill be 
considered any longer? I hope the 
motion of the gentleman from Auburn 
(Mr. Garcelon) will not prevail. 

Mr. CHABTREE of Island Falls: 
Mr. Speaker, the local authorities are 
trying to enforce the existing laws of 
the State In regard to meat inspection 
and it has not worked out well. They 
tell us this morning that the matter 
rests upe.n the local boards of health. 
This matter has not worked out well 
under the laws of this State and 
there is very strong demand In my 
section (·f the State for a better In
spection of meat. We all feel very 
strongly that under existing condi
tions we are getting a great deal of 
meat that Is unfit, and we greatly de
sire that the law be amended in some 
way so that we may be assured of 
clean meat; and if these amendments 
proposed will help the matter, I very 
sincerely hope that the motion of the 
gentleman from Auburn, Mr. Garce
lOll, will prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The question be
fore the House is the motion of the 
gentleman from Auburn, Mr. Garce
lOll, that the bill be substituted for 
the report of the committee, which 
report rE,ferred it to the next Legis
lature. All th0se who are in favor of 
the moti:m to substitute the bill for 
the repo:'t will say aye; those op
posed no. 

A viva voce vote being doubted, 
A divi!i1on of the House was had. 
Forty-!:ix having voted in the af-

firmative and 55 in the negative, the 
motion t3 substitute the bill for the 
report was lost. 

On motion by Mr. Garcelon of Au
burn, the report of the committee re
ferring the matter to the next Leg
islature was accepted. 

The Chair lays before the House, 
Resolve ':0 appropriate money for the 
erection )f buildings for the RefOrm
atory fOI' Women, House Document 
~o. 386, tabled by the gentleman 
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from North Anson, Mr. Holley, pend
ing its second reading. 

Mr. HOLLEY of North Anson: Mr. 
Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Skowhegan, (Mr. Smith.) 

Mr. SMITH of Skowhegan: Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to offer an 
amendment at this time. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Skowhegan, Mr. Smith, pre
sents the following amendment: 
"Amendment A to House Document 
No. 386, strike out in tlte second line 
the word ':a" and add to the word 
"building" the letter's"; strike out 
in the fifth line the word "a" and add 
to the word "building" the letter "s" 
and by striking out all of said resolve 
after the semi-colon in line seven, so 
that the resolve as amended, shall 
read as follows: 

Resolved, that there be and hereby 
is appropriated for the erection of 
buildings for the Reformatory for Wo
men in the year 1919, the sum of 
thirty-five thousand dollars ($35,000), 
and for the erection of buildings for 
the Reformatory for W·omen, in the 
year 1920, the sUln of thirty-five 
thousand dollars ($35,000.) 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
amendment was adollted, and the re
solve, as amended by House Amend-
ment A, received its t'VQ 
readings and was Ilasseo to 
grossed. 

several 
be ell-

The Chair lays before the House, 
An Act relative to water sUllllly of 
Boothbay Harbor, House Document 
~o. 463, tabled by the gentleman from 
Portland, Mr. Allan, Ilending its sec
ond reading. 

Mr. ALLAN of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, in order that this matter 
may be in proper Ilarliamentary form, 
I move that the bill allowing Booth
bay Harbor to discontinue a Ilart 0f 
its water system, be indefinitely Ilost
Ilon ed. 

'Vhen the matter originally came 
before the House, on the accelltance 
of the rellort, I was absolutely un
able to take any Ilart in the discussion 
on account of a severe ,~old that ren
dered me hoarse and unable to slleak 
but a few moments, in consequence 
of which I was unable to state what 
I would like to have Atated at that 

time, and I feel that I must ask 
your indulgence, your patience per
haps, for a few moments to state 
some of the facts that came before 
the committee. From the discussion 
that occurred here a few days ago, I 
gleaned that the facts were really not 
understood, in fact were misunder
stood. I also gleaned that there was· 
IJerhaps an inference of injustice in 
the action of the cOlllmittee in mak
ing the report that they made. 

Now if you will bear with me for 
a moment, I want to slleak to you of 
the Public 1!tilities committee. 
Many of you are new here, and do not 
know how that committee was form
ed, or why it was formed--

M,'. BERRY of 'Vaterville: Mr. 
Slleaker. can not the rules be sus·· 
llended and the gentlemrtn allolVed to 
slleak from tlw center. so that those 
on this side of the House can hear 
his remarks? 

The SPI'~AKER: The gentlemalje 
may slleak there if he desires. 

Mr. ALLAN: Mr. Speaker, I will be· 
glad to speak \"hen.'vel' I n1ay lna1<:e 
my voice heard. I realize the situa
tion and I am SOrry for it. 

The SPEAKER: If the· House will 
be Ilerfectly quiet, we can ,,11 hear 
the gentleman. 

Mr. ALLAN: Perhaps if I stand 
here, Mr. Speaker, it may be better. 
I was speaking of the Public Utilities. 
Committee. This committee was 
formed for a special purpose. That 
Ilurpose was to consider matters re
lating to public utilities of this State. 
It was formed two years ago, and it 
was continued during this session of 
the Legislature. Three members of 
the former committee are now on 
this committee, and during the time 
that we have been here, we have been 
very much interested in these ques
tions. Members of the committee 
have given considerable time and de
tailed study to the law and condi
tions at'ising out of these public 
f'ervice corporations and their re
lations to the general public. 

Now I want to say, as regards the 
hearing on this matter before us, 
that two hearings were given which 
took up the greater part of two after
noons of th' committee. Both sides 
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were well represented by attorneys. 
Evidence was heard and due consid
eration given, I trust, to every par
ticle of evidence introduced. When 
we retired in executive session, we 
found that there were some little dif
ferences of opinion, between one or 
two members of the committee. We 
discussed it there, and after a time 
agreed that this report' should be 
printed. When it came into the 
House, as you may remember, some
thing was said-I do not know just 
what-as to the justice of the report, 
or some misconception on the part 
of some members of the committee. 
It was then referred back to the 
committee and again discussed, again 
considered, by members of the com
mittee, and we then and there 
reached the same conclusion that we 
reached in the first instance. 

Let me go back a little to the 
specific case. Boothbay Harbor 
came to this Legislature in 1895 and 
asked for a charter allowing it to 
take over the Boothbay Harbor Wat
-er Company and furnish its own 
water to the town of Boothbay Har
bor. This was carried on until the 
year 1903 when certain things oc
()urred to change conditions. I will 
try and be just as brief as I can, 
gentlemen. At that time, the sum
mer business commenced to devel
op. Squirrel Island came into 
prominence. Now Squirrel Island is 
an i,sland about one mile in length 
and three quarters of a mile wide. 
It lies directly south of the town of 
Boothbay Harbor in the bay of 
Boothbay Harbor looking out upon 
the sea. A large number of sum
mer people had come to that island, 
had built a number of cottages there 
-perhaps 75, 80 or 100, or perhaps 
125. They had obtained their own 
water from wells sunk in the ground 
on Squirrel Island, but had been un
successful. They had laid pipes 
over the island connecting their cot
tages with this water supply, but it 
was not satisfactory. What then 
happened? I do not know what led 
to the discussion, or how it hap
pened, but Boothbay Harbor in 1903 
came to this Legislature and asked 
for an amendment to its charter al-

lowing them to take water from 
Spruce Point in Boothbay Harbor to 
Squirrel Island, some 5,000 feet out 
into the sea. This they did, by ex
tending a 3-inch water pipe from 
Spruce Point to the Island. After 
certain preliminary contracts had 
been entered into, there was a con
tract for 10 years made between the 
Squirrel Island Village COrPoration 
and Boothbay Harbor relative to the 
supply of water to the island. This 
contract was to extend 10 years, 
and it really expired at the end of 
1915. At the expiration of this con
tract Be,othbay Harbor did not with
draw from Squirrel Island! It con
tinulld ';0 supply its water there 
through 1915, 1916 and, as I imagine, 
through 1917 and 1918, without any 
direct contract with the residents of 
Squirrel Island, but at increased 
rates, and by acquiescence really of 
Squirrel Island people and the inhab
itants of Boothbay Harbor. It does 
not seem necessary now to discuss 
this cor. tract at all. The contract 
was put in evidence before the com
mittee, This contract has been com
pletely ::ulfilled, both parties lived up 
to it, tlte time expired, and it has 
gone by. and other factors now inter
vene. I do, however, want for a 
moment to call your attention to a. 
few poi:1ts in this case. I have not 
brought in any special reports or 
any special laws to read to you. I 
simply want to state the law as we 
understa nd it. It can be easily 
vouched for, if anybody seees fit to 
do it, arc d if I am wrong, I know that 
the law:rers will correct me. As we 
understood the law, and as I under
stand the general principle today, any 
private or municipal corporation that 
accepts a charter and enters into the 
proj('ct )f furnishing water to any 
municipality cannot withdraw from 
that contract. I am speaking now of 
the general principle, Let me read to 
you for a minute just what the Pub
lic Utili.ties Commission of this State 
said wh en the matter was brought 
before tbem: Boothbay Harbor sought 
a franchise to furnish its service as & 

water utility to Squirrel Island and 
its inhabitants. It secured and ac
cepted that franchise. It has exer-
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clsed it for 13 years, and is now ex
ercising it-so far, at least, as any 
one knows, the last season having 
been completed and that of 1917 not 
yet opened. Squirrel Island is part 
of the territory included in its fran
chise, and it cannot now withdraw 
from part of it because the burdens 
are heavy, and retain other parts 
which are more desirable." 

Now at the time of this charter in 
1895, it was admitted that the purpose 
was to obtain water at cost. To this 
end, a great part of its earnings were 
used for the simple purpose of keep
ing the rate low to the citizens of 
Boothbay Harbor. Nothing, to any 
extent, was laid by for depreciation 
or replacement, and the plant was al
lowed to depreciate until it could not 
easily perform Its duties as required 
by the laws of this state as a public 
service corporation. Let me quote 
to you a statement by the attorney 
of the Boothbay Harbor people before 
the public service hearing in Jan
uary 1917. He said: "Our accounts 
have been mixed and we have had 
Rome defalcations, and the books 
have not been properly kept, and for 
years they had the same officers for 
selectmen and water commissioners 
and they used whatever money they 
had. If the money was In the treas
ury, it went for town purposes and 
for water. The accounts were so 
mixed up we cannot separate them 
now." 

Now, gentlemen, they did not al
low for depreciation at all. They 
went further than this; they were so 
negligent-I do not know as I want 
to say willful-that in 1906 or 1907 or 
thereabouts, this pipe broke. I think 
an anchor from a passing vessel 
caught it and broke it. upon at
tempting to repair the pipe, what did 
this company do? Instead of repair
ing it with the same three inch pipe 
that was in it, they put in a loop, 
commencing at one end of the broken 
pipe, running up a few feet, crossing 
above eight feet, dropping down again 
and then connecting with the main 
pipe, and the pipe that they put in 
was a two inch pipe. \Vas there any 
reason why the pressure to the Squir
rel Island people should not drop off 

Was there any reason that they did 
not receive their water when the 
supply pipe had been reduced one
third by the town that agreed by con
tract to furnish them this water. But, 
gentlemen, they went further than 
that. The evidence showed that they 
received from the Squirrel Island peo
ple, we will say, from $12,000 to $15,-
000 or $18,000 in rentals for the use 
of water on Squirrel Island. What 
did they qo with this money? They 
did not lay aside one particle of it 
for depreciation, not one particle of 
it for replacements, but used it to re
duce the general expenses of the town 
of Boothbay Harbor at home. 

After the order of the Public Util
ities Commission to replace the pipe, 
the town did go to work and spend 
part of this money in buying new 
pipe to add to the old one, but what 
was done with that pipe? That pipe 
today lays on the shores of Booth
bay Harbor rusting and decaying, and 
has not been used, to my knowledge
unless it was used in increasing or 
repairing the pipes of Boothbay Har
bor. The real issue for us to decide 
is this, shall Boothbay Harbor be 
compelled to perform its duties un
der the law and by the contract which 
it had entered into or shall it be al
lowed to repudiate them? In oth,n
words, shall they be allowed to give 
up a part of their system which does 
not prove profitable to them? This 
Legislature held otherwise in the 
Oxford Electric Company case. Re
member, that the Oxford Electric 
Company in asking to be relieved 
from running its cars between Nor
way and South Paris, were operating 
a line that did not pay; but in this 
case, the line from Spruce Point, 
Boothbay Harbor, to Squirrel Island 
was., in fact, a profitable investment. 

. I simply submit to you these facts 
and I ask, is it wise and just for this 
Legislature to change its policy now? 
Should it not be consistent and take 
the same course, even 
against a town instead 
a private corporation? 

though it is 
of against 

Mr. PERKINS of Boothbay Har
bor: Mr. Speaker and gentlemen of 
the House, there iR but one proposl-
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tion in t.his case for this House to de
ci<'le and that is whether the people 
of the town of Boothbay Harbor 
shall tax themselves to pay for the 
water for somebody who resides out 
of the town of Boothbay Harbor. 
Squirrel I"land Village Corporation J" 
not in the town of Boothbay Harbor. 
It is a part of the town of Southport. 
It <'loes lie off our shores about 5,293 
feet. We do not want to furnish 
Squirrf'l Island Village Qorporation 
with water; we want them to have 
water but we <'lo say in all fairness 
and justice to us, that they should 
be willing to come to the end of 
Spruce Point and get it. They now 
own their own water system on the 
island. ''Ie simply connect with it at 
the water's edge there. ''Ie do not 
Gwn their plant. If this bill becomes 
a law, it simpfy means that they ex
tend their plant across to the end of 
Spruce Point and we say to you, 
gentlemen, that the Squirrel Island 
Village Corporation is much more 
able to take care of this large ex
penditure of money than is the town 
of Boothbay Harbor. There is but 
one way that ,ve can raise this 
money, and that is by taxation, and 
that means t.hat over one-half of the 
people in my town, with mortagcs on 
their homes, must be taxed to con
"truet and maintain this pipe line. 
This Legislature has full authority, 
if it sees fit, in its wisdom, to pass 
this bill. There is no question as to 
the law. The town of Boothbay Har
bor is a town. It is a public nluni
cipal corporation and thig Legislature, 
if it sees fit. can amend thi" charter 
<'<0 that' the Squirrel Island Village 
Corporation will take water at Spruce 
Point. That is all we ask. 'We sim
ply ask that tbose people who are go_ 
ing to get the benefit of this water 
should help pay for it. The town of 
Boothbay Harbor is perfectly will
ing and is desirous of having them 
take that water, and give it to them 
at Spruce Point. 'Ve do not care 
what the rate is at Spruce Point. We 
are absolutely unable to finance the 
proposition and we "imply ask that 
Squirrf'1 Island come across the wat
er and take it there f)'om us. We ask 
you, gentlemen, to reaffirm your vote 
of a few days ago, and I hope that 

~;ou will vote "no" on the pending 
question 

Mr. Jl[URCHIE of Calais: Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to inquire of 
the gentleman from Boothbay Harbor 
(Mr. PNkin~), through the Chan', 
whether or not. in hie statement that 
the town now sells to the Squirrel 
Island Corporation, he means that 
they gel to the corporation, or that 
the,' liS',' tho corporation's pipes to 
sel!, to the residents of Squirrel 
rOlland. 

The ~PEAK}<JR: The gentleman 
from Boothbay Harbor, Mr. Perkins, 
may reply through the Chair. 

:VII'. rERKINS: Mr. Speaker, I 
would gay in reply to the gentleman 
f]'()m Calais, Mr. Murchie, that any 
arrangement for distribution of that 
wa tel' a nd the method of collecting 
money, as has been carried on here
tofore b:,r our town, will be sati€,fac
tory to 'lS. I have no doubt we can 
make satisfactory arrangements as to 
that. It is immaterial to us how we 
do it. 

Mr. M:.JRCHIE: Mr. Speaker. I 1.0 
not und'~rstand that that gives thi€' 
Leg-islatlrc the information as to 
whether or not they now sell one Way 
or the e-ther. I have no doubt ar
rangements could be made on any 
basis; but what is the present ar .. 
l'8ngement between the town and the 
Village Corporation? 

The SPEAKER: The> gentleman 
from Boothbay Harbor, Mr. Perkins, 
may reply through the Chair. 

:Mr. P ERKI~S: The present ar
rangement, I will say-we understand 
we sell water to the people on 
Squirrel Island. We made the 
original contract with the Squirrel 
Island Village Corporation, and we 
distributed the water at Squirrel 
Island and we collected the money 
from the individual€" but our contr'l.ct 
was alw'lYs with the Squirrel Island 
Village Corporation. 

Mr. MURCHIE: Mr. Sp.eaker, r 
think that answers the question. I 
have jm;t one point that I want to 
make bEfore the House. I will say 
frankly that I am very sorry to make 
it. At the time this matter was un
der dis('ussion the other day, it 
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seemed to me that there was one ob
vious, outstanding flaw in the argu
ment made by the gentleman from 
Boothbay Harbor (Mr, Perkin.&). J 
contented myself that day with vot
ing against it. It seems to me now, 
however, mjustice may be done, and 
for that reason, I want every mem
ber of the House to know my reason 
for voting against the gentleman. 
The town of Boothbay Harbor in 1903 
or 1904 entered into a contract with 
the Village Corporation to supply 
water. At the end of the term of that 
contract, it seems to me the town 
might very well have withdrawn 
from the service in that Village Cor
poration limit, because there had been 
no public provision of service to the 
individual takers. At the time of 
the expiration of that contract, how
ever, the town thought it advisabl'? 
to engage in public service, regard
loos of contract. and acting on tha~ 
proposition, they continued the ser
vice, not to the Vlllae:e Corporation, 
but to the residents, if I may call 
them that of Squirrel Island as in
dividuals; and from 1915, if that :8 
the date of the expiration of the con
tract, to the present time, they have 
been a public service corporation en
gaged in the supplying of water in 
Squirrel Island exactly as they have 
been a public corporation engaged in 
the supplying of Boothbay Harbor, or 
as any other company in any town 
is a public service company. 

Now as a public service company, 
the Lf'gioC'lature of six years ag'l 
placed them under the jurisdiction of 
the Public Utilities Commission, ,:md 
it is the duty of that commission, as 
I understand it, to see that every 
public service corporation receives a 
fair return for the service it renders, 
.based upon the value of the plant 
represented in the investment. The 
town of Boothbay Harbor, as a public 
service company, Is entitled from the 
resIdents of Squirrel Island to a fair 
return on the property employed In th'~ 

investment, with a proper depreciation 
charge, and it seems to me that the 
thing for the town of Boothbay Harbor 
to do Is not to come to this Legislature 
and ask us to establish a precedent that 
'n future years may be used by a pri
vate corporation to get out of public 

service that is not profitable, but to go 
directly before the Public Utilities Com
mi sion and get a rate which will pay 
them for the service they render and 
against such a procedure the village 
corporation has no l'ecour.oe except to 
pay the proper rate. 

)i"ow I know we Ule all inclined to 
sYIripathize with the gentleman from 
Boothbay Harbor (Mr. Perkins) in his 
action. He has given us the chOice be
tween voting fOr a rich corporation ot' 
a POol' town. In a case like that thele 
iA no question but that we all want .~ 

be with the poor town; but I want the 
Hou~e to consider just this one thing: 
That in voting on any proposition wa 
do not want to do actual Injustice t;l 
anybody, even a rich corporation. 

Mr. PERKINS: Mr. Speaker and gell" 
tlemen of the House, I ask your indul
gence for just a moment. When that 
contract expired June 1st, 1915, it has 
been my contention-and I am glad lO 
see that I am agreed with by the gen~ 
tleman from Calais (Mr. Murchle)
that the town of Booth·bay Harbor had 
the absolute right to withdraw from 
Squirrel Island. Now what did the 
town of Boothbay Harbor do? Did we 
withdraw from Squirrel Island when 
our contract expired, cut the pipe and 
let them go without water? They came 
to us at that time and wanted to make 
a new contract, and wanted us to la,y 
an additional pipe. We said to them, we 
want to furnish you the water, and we 
want you to come to the end of Spruce 
Point and get it. Had we stood square
lyon our legal rights at that time and 
withdrawn they would have been en
tirely without a water supply, and I 
know of no place where they might 
have obtained one. We simply let the 
matter slide. We furnished them with 
water. We want to furnish them with 
water now, but because we used them 
right when that contract expired In 1915 
we do not want now to be fined and 
taxed because we did so. I hope you 
w!Il vote no on the pending que-stion. 

The SPEAKER: The question before 
the House Is the motion of the gentle
man from Portland, Mr. Allan. that the 
bill be Indefinitely postponed. 

A viva voce vote being doubted. 
A division of thE' House was had. 
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FiftY-8€Ven having voted in the affirm
ati"e and 59 in the negative, the motion 
to indefinitely postpone was lost. 

On motion by :\lr. Perkins of Booth
bay Harbor the bill received its second 
reading and was a~signed for Its third 
reading tomorrow morning. 

The Chair lays before the House Re
solve making an appropriation for the 
control of contagious diseases among 
dome stice animals, House Document 
No. 182, tabled by the gentleman from 
North Anson, Mr. Holley, pending its 
second reading. 

Mr. HOLLEY of North Anson: Mr. 
Speaker, this is taker. care of in the 
general appropri:1.tion bill, and the spe
cific amount mentioned in the budget. It 
this resolve Is allowed to go on, it 
doubles the appropriation. For that 
reason I move that this resolve be i!;
definitely postponed. 

A viva voce vote heing- taken. the 
motion prevailed. 

Mr. AUSTIN of Milford: Mr. 
Speaker, do I understand that this 
resolve being postponed would do 
away with the original resolve? 

The SPEAKER: Will the gentle
man from North Anson, Mr. Holley, 
reply to the gentleman from Milford, 
Mr. Austin? 

Mr. HOLLEY: Mr. Speaker, I wiII 
say to the gentleman from Milford, 
(Mr. Austin) that in the budget 
there is an appropriation of $40,000: 
but $2,000 of It is taken out for ad
ministration fees, leaving $38,000 thi~ 
year for this purpose, and that 
amount is in the general appropria
tion bill which is now in. If this re
solve is aIJowed to pass, the amount 
will be doubled for this particular 
purpose. 

Mr. AUSTIN: Mr. Speaker, I have 
an amendment I wish to offer. 

The SPEAKER: '1'he Chair will 
state to the gentleman from Mil
ford, Mr. Austin, that the House has 
voted to indefinitely postpone the 
resolve, and that amendments are 
not in order. It wiII be necessary to 
reconsider the vote whereby the re
solve was indefinitely postponed. 

i'lfr. AFSTIN: Mr. Speaker. flo 1 
lmflerstand the bill, as it stand" I](>Y, 

carries the sam ... appropriation a~ 

last ~'ear? 
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The SPEAKER: The Chair is of 
the implesRion that that is so. 

-:\11'. A"CSTIN: Mr. Speaker. that 
i~ all that is necessary. 

The S·"EAKER: The Chair will 
sta te tha t the bill is not in shape to 
be amen(ied as it has been indefinite
ly postponed. In order to amend it. 
the vote whereby it was indefinitely 
postponed will have to be reconsid
ered. Do,~s the ge,ntJeman make that 
motion? 

Mr. AUSTIN: Mr. Speaker, I want 
to be clear on this. I am not inter
ested in the bill at all, but what ,I 
want is for the Live Stock Sanitary 
Commission to have their regular.ap
propriation. In this bill, are they 
getting their regular appropriation 
the samE as they had last year?, - ' 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
again as'" the gentleman from Nerth 
Anson, :'.1r. Holley, to explain the 
situation. 

Mr. HOLLEY: Mr. Speaker,· I 
will try to explain it. I cannot re
member the amount they had last 
year. My friend informs me that it 
is the same amount as this year. If 
this resolve is allowed to pass, the 
amount will be doubled; therefore, I 
am asking that it be indefinitely 
postponed. 

Mr. A lJSTIN: Mr. Speaker, I will 
second t'1e motion. 

Thereu pon the amendment was 
withdrawn. 

Mr. Bl~AN of Minot: Mr. Speak
er I am' of the impression that we 
should reconsider this vote whereby 
we indefinitely postponed action, and 
for this rcason-

The SPEAKER: Does the gentle
man make the motion to reconsider? 

Mr. BJ!JAN: Mr. Speaker, I would 
make such a motion. I would -refer 
to Page 11 of the Governor's address 
and wish to read a paragraph: "I 
must al~:o renew the recommen
dation made two years ago that some 
f'ffective method be devised for pre
venting the sale of milk from diseased 
cows. T1 is absurd to go on enduring 
the loss of life in our state from tu
berculosis and spending vast sums 
of monel' attempting to check and 
cure the- disease without forbidding 
thl' ~ale of milk from diseased cows." 
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Now I would say that following 
along this idea we have laws which 
prevent the sale of milk from dis
eased cows, but we do not have any 
law now that pledges a man to find 
out whether his cows are diseased 
or not, and with that point in view, 
I have introduced some matters 
which are now pending before a com
mittee of the Legislature and which 
will come up for hearing tomorrow, 
which provides for a law which will 
necessitate the finding out whether a 
man's cattle are diseased or not by a 
Live Stock Sanitary Commission. 
Should this matter receive favorable 
report and ·be enacted into law, your 
recommendation of this year, or what 
we spent last year, will be totally in
adequate, and it has been my con
tention all along that this matter 
should simply remain without action 
until . we find out what the House 
proposes to do. It seems to me this 
is simply a matter of justice to all 
concerned that this be left open un
tit we firid out what we are going to 
do, I think the matter of the rec
ommendation of the Governor here is 
entirely in keeping, and should be 
looked up to. 

.A. viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion to reconsider the vote where
by House Document No. 182 was in
definitely postponed, was lost. 

The SPEAKER: Now is it the pleas
ure of the House at this time to take 
up out of order, by unanimous con
sent, a committee report which has 
just come In from the Senate? It is 
a report of the special committee to 
which was referred the communica
tion from the Governor relating to 
the residence of the late James G. 
lUl1ine, with accompanying letter 
and deed, and submitting the resolve 
ao.c.apUng the gift of the home of the 
late ,fames G. Blaine from his 
dauIJAte.r, Harriet Blaine Beale. in 
memQry· and in the name of her son. 
Lieutenant Walker Blaine Beale. 

(For fuU te.xt of Resolve, see Sen
ate report.) 

There.lIPon the. House voted to aC
cept. the report of the committee In 
cOll.curteAtc.e. 

Ulltler suspension of the rules. the 

Resolve then received, its two sev
eral readings, and was passed to be en

'grossed by unanimous rising vote. 

On motion by ;.vIr. Hounds of Port
land. it was yo ted to take from the 
table. House Document No. 346, tem
porarily tabled by that gentleman 
earlier in this session, in the absence 
of the gentleman from Orono. Mr. 
Perkins. 

The SPEAKER: The Chail' will 
state that this is the veto message 
from th,. Governor on Resolve in 
favor of John G. Fleming for build
ing a highway in the town of Wis
casset. 

Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, last Friday when I made the 
motion to have the original contract 
on our desks on Tuesday, I expected 
at that time that we would have the 
original contract as It was given Mr. 
Fleming and signed by him and the 
Highway Commission. I find when I 
get here on Tuesday morning that we 
have a part of the contract. I sent 
to the Highway Commission for the 
original contract. I am confronted 
with th Is lett!'r and I will read It, 
with permiSSion of the House: 
"Han Edgar E. Rounds, 

Maine House of Representatives, 
State House, Augusta, Maine. 

Dear Mr. Rounds: 
'Ve delivered the original contract 

to Mr. Grenier, superintendent of 
printing, with our order for the print
ing last Friday, and we have not 
:,;een the con tract since. I do not think 
the printers have sent it back. The 
copies which the printer has furnish
ed are made In accordance with dire~
tions of the attorney general, that Is 
to say, I asked him if we could have 
the copies made in exact form that 
the original was made and he said it 
was not necessary, simply to have all 
of the provisions of the contract re
produced, which has been done. 

Yours very truly, 
(Signed) PAUL D. SARGENT, 

Chief Engineer. 
P. S. I have just had the Kennebec 

Journal on the wire and they say 
that they did not return it but wl11 
send it up by boy." 

Now gentlemen, when I made that 
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Inotion laRt Friday, I mad~ it in good 
faith, and I supposed we were to 
ha ve that contract on our desks, but 
I find that certain things were elim
inated in this copy that were very 
vital; the1'<,fore I move that this mat
ter lie on the table until we can have 
the full contract so that every mem
ber can see what they are doing when 
we vote on this matter. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion bv Mr. Rounds that the Gov
ernor's ;eto message on resolve be 
laid upon the table, without definite 
assiRnment, prevailed. 

.'.11'. ROUNDS; Mr. Speaker, if it be 
in order. I move that the original 
contract be laid on our desks not later 
than tomorrow morning. 

The SPEAKER; The Chair w!ll 
state that if any further action ;s 
necessary to bring that to pass. it 
would suggest another order from the 
gentlpman from Portland (Mr. 
Rounds) that the House can act upon. 

Mr. ROUNDS; Mr. Speaker, the 
order required a full report. We 
have not got It today; but the orig
inal contract has been brought to me 
inside of 15 minutes. I have not 
looked it over, 80 I cannot speak on 
all the items in that contract. J think 
the rest of the committee-l am only 
on~ of the committee of lO-would 
like to see it. I do not see why it is 
necessarv to have another order un
til that 'order is fulfilled. Let them 
fulfill that order. We have asked 
them for something. The attorney 
general appeared for the State, and 
at that time said the State did owe 
John G. Fleming something, "and 
it is for you, gentlemen, to decide 
how much." 'Ye decided how mnch. 
I do not think it needs any further 
order, but it should lie on the table 
until that order is complied with. 

At this point, the House voted to 
take up, out of order, a resolution on 
the official reception of the 26th Di
vision upon its return at the port of 
debarkation, Boston, which has just 
come in from the Senate. 

(The Speaker reads the resolution, 
which wl1l be found in the Senate 
report.) 

ThIs comes from the Senate read 
and adopted. In the House adopted 
in concurrence. 

By Ull animous consent, the House 
voted to receive out of order the 
conference report on An Act author
izing Goorge F. L'Abbee of Eagle 
Lake Plantation to maintain a dam 
in 'Vallngrass river, ~igned by all six 
member3 of the conference commit
tee. 

The r "port was read and accepted 
and sew: up for concurrenC!e. 

The SPEAKER; Is it the pleas
ure of 1:1e House at this time to take 
up out of order, by unanimous con
sent, two bills carrying the emer
gency cause, as follows, namely: An 
Act to amend Section 61 of Chapter 
8 of th{, Revised Statutes, relative 
to the Maine Forestry District tax; 
also an act defining prostitution, 
lewdness and assignation and pro
viding punishments therefor. These 
bills ha ving had their two several 
readingll in the Senate and having 
passed to be engrossed, and having 
had thf,ir three several readings in 
the House, and having been passed 
to be engrossed, and having been re
ported by the committee on engrossed 
bills as truly and strictly engrossed. 
is it now the pleasure of the House 
that tho bill, An Act to amend Sec
tion 61 of Chapter 8 of the Revised 
StatuteH, relative to the Maine For
estry District tax be passed to be 
enacted ~ 

A division of the House being had, 
One hundred and nineteen having 

voted in the affirmative, and none 
in the [legatiYe, the bill was passed 
to be enacted. 

The SPEAKER; On bill, An Act 
defining- prostitution, lewdness and 
assignation and providing punish
ments therefor, all those in favor of 
its pas,;age to be enacted will rIse 
and sta-nd unt!! counted. 

A div Ision being had, 
One hundred and fifteen voting in 

the affirmative, and none in the nega
tive, the bill was passed to be en
acted. 

On IT-otlon by Mr. Berry of Wat
erville, it was voted to take from the 
table, majority report, ought not to 
pass, and mInority report, ought to 
pass, flrom com mitt_ on judiCiary, 
on bill, An Act to grant a new char-
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tel' to the city of Waterville, tabled 
pending acceptance of either report. 

Mr. BERRY of Waterville: Mr. 
Speaker, I now move that the ma
jority report, ought not to pass, be 
accepted. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion prevailed. 

On motion by Mr. Jones of Ban
gor, it was voted to take from the 
table, House Document No. 418, Re
solve in favor of the Women's Re
formatory at Skowhegan, tabled 
pending concurrence. 

Mr. JONES of Bangor: Mr. Speak
er, I would ask the present status of 
the bill. . 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
state that this bill was passed to be 
engrossed by the House on March 
17, unamended. It comes back from 
the Senate passed to be engrossed, as 
amended by Senate Amendment A, 
and it was tabled by the gentleman 
from Bangor, pending further action. 

Mr. JONES: Mr. Speaker, I would 
move that we concur with the Senate 
in the adoption of Senate Amend
ment A. 

Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, does that say "may pay" or 
"shall pay"? 

The SPEAKER: "Shall honor and 
pay". Is it the pleasure of the House 
to adopt, in concurrence with the 
Senate, Senate Amendment A? 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
amendment was adopted. 

Mr. JONES: Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to offer a further amendment to 
the resolve. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will in
quire of the gentleman from Bangor, 
Mr. Jones, if this amendment which he 
has prepared amends the original re
solve or if it amends Senate Amend
ment A? 

Mr. JONES: Mr. Speaker, it amends 
Senate Amendment A. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will state 
that if that is the situation the amend
ment should have been adopted befor 
the Senate amendment. In order to get 
at the matter again, Is It the pleasure 
of the House that we reconsider the 
vote whereby we passed the resolve to 

lJe engro~ sed, as UllHjlHleu by ;;,-·nd. tc: 
Anlendlnent A O{ 

TLe. eupon tne House vOled to recon-
sider its action whereby the l'e~olve 

was pa~sed to be engros"ed, as amend
ed by Senate Amendment A, and further 
voted to reconsider its action whereby 
it adopted Senate Amendment A. 

The SPl';AKER: The gentleman trom 
Bangor, Mr. Jones, presents House 
Amendment A to Senate Amendment 
A which is as follows: House Amend 
ment A to Senate Amendment A. Re
solve authoriziRg the Governor and 
Council to pay all outstanding bills for 
material furnished and labor in th& 
construction of Stevens cottage at 
Skowhegan for the Reformatory for 
Women. HOUse Document No: 418 as 
amended by Senate Amendment A is 
hereby -further amended as -follows: In_ 
sert after the word materials and be
fore the word furnished in the fourth 
line, and after the word material and 
before the word furnished in the 11th 
and 12th lines the following words; Or' 
for any money advanced for the pay
ment of any labor performed or for the 
purchase of any material, so that said 
resolve as now amended shall rea.d as 
follows: The treasurer of state shan 
honor an': pay any orders or assign
ments made by George H. Wilbur & 
Son to any person, firm or corporation 
for the purpose of paying for any labor 
or materials, or for any money ad
vanced for the payment of any labor 
performed or for the purchase of any 
material furnished for the construction 
of the Woman's Reformatory to the ex
tent of the money now in the hands of 
the treasurer due and owing George H. 
Wilbur & Son on account or such con
strnction. And upon warrant of the 
Governor and Council the treasurer of 
stat~ shall pay from the State contin
gent fund the amount of the claim of 
an" person. firm or corp "ration for la
bor Or moterlal. or for anv man"" ad
vanl'ed for the paympnt of ~n'- labor 
performed or for the nnrchase of anY 
materl"l furnlohed and tloed In the con_ 
struction of the Woman's Reformatory 
for which no order has been made ~nd 
for which George H. Wilbur & Son' i~ 
liable but has failed to pay by reason 
of bankruptcy 0" otherwise is unable 
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to pay. And there is hereby appro
priated from the State contingent fund 
'" sufficient sum to meet the foregoing 
provisions. 

Mr. HINCKLEY of South Portland: 
Mr. Speaker, I move this matter lie on 
the table, 

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of 
the House that the amendment just 
read, together with b!ll and Senate 
amendment, be laid on the table and 
specially assigned for tomorrow morn
ing? 

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr. Speak. 
~r, may I inquire through the Chair 
of the gentleman from South Portland 
<Mr. Hinckley) if he desires the amend
ment printed? 

Mr. HIl,,"CKLEY: Mr. Speaker, yes, 

Thereupon the House voted that 
the amendment be tabled for print
ing and specially a€'signed for to
mOl'row morning. 

Mr. Baxter of Portland asked 
11nanimous consent to present out of 
order under suspension of the rulp.s 
the following order: 

Ordered. that beginning Thursday, 
March 27th, all matters laid upon the 
tablp., and not speclallv assigned, 
shall be taken from the table In reg
'ular order under orders of thp. day. flt 
'the next daily session of the Houe:e. 

The order received a passage. 

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr. 
'Speaker, on Saturday last we tabled 
a resolYe in relation to discharged 
1'oldler8, The question is on the 
adoption of an amendment suggest
€d, making the measure an emerg
~ncy. The clause in the amendment 
suggested was omitted in the tYPe
writing. I move the adoption of the 
amendment and the pa€'sage of the 
l'iIl to hp. p.ngrossed. 

The SPEAKER: The clp.rk Informs 
me that the record shows that the 
amendment was adopted. Is It th~ 
pleasure of the House that at this 
time the resolve be llassed to be en
grossed as amended by Hou3e 
Amendment A? 

Thereupon the House voted that 
'the J'esolve be paE-sed to be engrossed. 
,\8 amended by House Amendment A. 

On m.)tion by Mr. Cunningham of 
Patten. it was voted to take from the 
table, Senate Document No. 2:12. r<:'
port of .~ommittee on judiciary. ought 
to ]Jass, on bill, An Act relating to 
the protection of Children. tabl"a 
pGlllling acceptance of the report; 
and on further motion by the S8.ma 
gentleman, the House voted to accept 
the report in concurrence. and the 
bill received its first two readings 
and wa:l assigned for its third read
ing tom:)rrow morning'. 

Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, I understand - that we are 
not Hable to get the report back in 
season of House Document No. 346. 
Therefore, I would move that it be 
tabled until tomorrow morning, it 
that ioS 'n order. 

The E PEAKER: The Chair feels 
that it would be in order to make 
that m,)tion, as we can especially 
assign It matter on the table. Is it 
the pleasure of the House that the 
resolve in favor of John G. Fleming 
be spec :ally assigned for tomorrow 
morning? 

The House thereupon voted to re
table the Goyernor's veto message 
OIl the resolve in question, and it was 
!'pecially assigned for tomorrow 
morning. 

On motion by Mr. Mason of Ells
worth, it was voted to take from th~ 
table Senate Document No. 188, oill 
An Act relating to the care of per
sons requiring full support or more 
than temporary relief, tabled by that 
gentleman pending consideration. 

Mr. MASON: Mr. Speaker. III mOI/
ing the consideration of this ma~ter. 
I wish 10 call the attention of the 
House to some of the features of this 
bill. This bill was a Senate bill, was 
passed to be engroe-sed by the HOllse 
ana recalled for consideration. Th~ 
title of this blll is somewhat mis
kading, and it is really an act to es
tablish a county almshouse. The 
fil S~ section provides that only those 
who require full support shall come 
ullder the jurisdiction of the county 
di"trict to be established under this 
lDW. Tbat seems to be objectionable. 
bEc[Juse it will still be necessary for 
te wns to retain their entire machiil
('1,' for the support of all such pau-
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J:fl'S who do not need full s'lpport. 
All those who are under the age of 
sixteen must be taken ~are of t u 1.

side the limits of this law. Also 
those who need temporary or partial 
relief. 

Another objection to this bill, it 
seems to me, is under Section 8 of the 
bill, under which a board. of trustees 
is created, consisting of at least one 
trustee from each town, and in ad
dition to that one more trustee for 
every additional three thousand in
habitants 0- fraction thereof. The 
trustees shall also choose a secre
tary, who mayor may not be a mem
ber of the board. 

Under Section 9 there shall also be 
chosen a board of six directors, who 
mayor may not be of the board of 
trustees. 

The board of directors under Sec
tion 14 is given authority to lease or 
purchase land and buildings or to 
alter and repair existing buildings 
for the use of the district. 

The management and control of 
these matters are taken entirely out 
of the hands of the town and are 
placed under the jurisdiction of the 
trustees and the boards of directors. 
The town is to be taxed in support 
of the board of trustees and direct
ors, pay all expenses in connection 
with the administration of this law, 
and have no voice in the matter it
self, as I understand it. For that 
reason it seems to me to be further 
objectionable. That is made bind
ing and compulsory upon the town to 
the extent that a suit at law may be 
brought against it, and it appears to 
me that there is absolutely no de
fense that can be made on the part 
of a town to that assessment. The 
directors and trustees have full au
thority to assesS any amount which 
in their judgment they may see fit 
upon the towns, and the towns are 
obliged to pay; and I want to again 
call yoU!' attention to the fact that 
this is only one class of paupers, It 
does not relieve the town from the 
necessity of carrying on all of the 
present machinery for the support of 
the paupers other than those who 
need full support. 

In addition to the trustees and di
rectors, the directors, under the law, 
are obliged to appoint a superintend
ent. The superintendent is the sal
aried officer and must be paid at the 
expense of the town. 

Under Section 21, in case of a dis
pute between the superintendent in 
the town interested, upon the ques
tion of whether a particular person 
can be supported hy the district, if 
they cannot agree, the matter is re
ferred to the directors, from whose 
decision there is no appeal. 

Under Section 28, it is made a 
crime or misdemeanor to wilfully fail 
or neglect or refuse to perform any 
of the duties imposed upon the towns 
or persons by the provisions of this 
act, and carries with it a maximum 
penalty of five hundred dollars or six. 
months' imprisonment. 

It appears to me, undet' the pro
visions of this bill, that, if it be
comes a law, th 3 directors may make 
any regulation or rule that they see 
fit, and that they thereby become 
and have the force of law, and that 
a breach of them constitutes a mis
demeanor or criminal act for which 
imprisonment or fine may be im
posed. 

The administration of this law will 
be cumbersome and expensive. r 
have discovered no demand upon the 
part of the towns, or of the citizens 
at large, for the enactment of this 
law. It appears to me to have orig
inated among some of the depart
ments which are anxious to have the 
control over affairs of this kind; 
and, while this law, it is true, is op
tional on the part of the town, it 
seems to me that this is an entering 
wedge and that it will be very easy 
later to amend this law so that it 
will not be optional, but will be ob
ligatory and universal, that the care 
of our paupers will be taken out of' 
the hanes of the local authorities and 
put into the hands of a commission;: 
and this appears to me to be danger
ous. We are going too far upon the' 
question of taking our local affairs 
and local matters out of the hands 
of local authorities and putting them 
under the control of some commis-
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sion which cannot have our local in
terests at heart and are not ac
quainted with our local conditions. 

There is another objection to this 
bill if it becomes a law, and that is 
the poor unfortunate who requires 
help. They may be, probably will be, 
taken away from those with whom 
they are acquainted, and their friends, 
and carried to some central or dis
tant almshouse. 

Therefore, for the reasons I have 
stated I am opposed to this bill, and 
I move that it be indefinitely post
poned. 

The SPEAKER: The motion before 
the House is the motion of the gentlil
man from Ellsworth, Mr. Mason, that 
Senate Document No. 188, bill An Act 
relating to the care of persons re
quiring full support or more than 
temporary relief, be indefinitely post
poned. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion to indefinitely postpone pre
vailed. 

The SPEAKER: Is there anything 
further under orders of the day? 

Mr. BRANN of Lewiston: Mr. 
Speaker, may I inquire whether this 
is an appropriate time to introduce a 
bill out of order'! 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
state that that can be done any time 
with unanimous consent. 

Mr. BRANN: Mr. Speaker and gen
tlemen of the House: I desire at this 
time to present, or introduce. a bill 
out of order and to ask your unanI
mous consent for its introduction; 
and I want to explain briefly to you 
what you may perhaps consider a 
seeming dereliction in this late pre
sentation of the matter. The title of 
the act is An Act to provide for the 
pensioning of firemen in the city of 
Lewiston who have served for 30 
years or more. The city council of 
the city, desiring to pass some pen
sioning act whicb would be applica
ble to the firemen of the city, very 
recently passed an ordinance which 
provided that firemen who had served 
consecutively in the department there 
for 30 years should be retired, after 
hearing before the fire commission of 
that city, on half pay. The city 

council believed that was the proper 
way to arrive at an act of that kind, 
but only last }j'riday this ordinance 
was taken to Mr, Justice Morna for 
his approval, and he saId to the com
mittee who waited upon him that they 
had proceeded improperly; that the 
proper way to proceed was to amend 
by legii:lative act the charter of the 
city of Lewiston. 

Xow I want to say to you that this is 
absolutely a non-partisan matter. It 
was pa:;sed unanimously by the city 
council, and I have here at this time 
a petition of the new city council of 
the city of Lewiston, signed by every 
member of it, asking this Legislature 
to permit the introduction of this act 
at this Hme. Xow I assume that upon 
an act of this kind, coming as it does 
with the unanimou~ sanction of the city 
council of the city of Lewiston, no par
ticular notice or' no particular hearing 
would b" necessary; so that if unani
mous consent is given here this morn
ing to introduce this act, and the Sen
ate tomorrow morning gives·unanimous 
consent to introduce it, that then a. 
hearing can be held immediately by the 
appropriate committee and the matter 
come back to tha House almost within 
a day OJ' two for your action. 

Now I want to say this: So far as 
its applieation is concerned, so far I be_ 
lieve it applies to only one man now a. 
member of the Lewiston fire depart
ment, and that man is a cripple and 
helpless; he is _, paralytic; and it is 
the desire of the city council, the desire 
of the fi re commission, to in some way 
provide for that man's need. ",ow it 
may be that this also will apply to oth
er members of this department, al
though ] have no inclination; but I do 
feel, ger tlemen, that this is a proper 
measure, under the situation in which 
the peop'~e of my community find them
selves, to receive your unanimous con
sent for its introduction; and I respect
fully ash the members of this House 
to penn it this very meritorious meas
ure to be in troduced. 

The SP~AKER: The question of 
unanimo11s consent comes on the vary
ing of the order of business, and is it 
the pleasure of the House to give unan
imous consent to take up consideration 
of this matter at this time? 
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Thereupon the House voted to give 
the unanimous consent asked for. 

The SPEAKER: Now the recep
tion of the matter, of course, must be 
under suspension of the rules, and 
the order which provided that all 
matters after a certain date be re
ferred to the next Legislature; and 
in order to tiring the matter before 
the House, the gentleman from Lew
iston, Mr. Brann, moves that the 
rules be suspended and that the bill 
be received at the present time an'! 
referred to a committee. Thje. re
quires a two-thirds vote, being a sus
pension of the rules and the orde .... 
All those who are in favor of sus
pending the rules and the order wi!! 
say aye; those opposed no. 

The motion of the gentleman from 
Lewiston, Mr. Brann, was carried by 
unanimous vote. On further motion 
by the same gentleman, the bill was 
referred to the committee on judi
ciary. 

The SPEAKER: Is there anything 
further under ordew of the day? 

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr. 
Speaker, the last matter on the cal
endar, House Document No. 449, Re
s:,lve in favor of Frank Williams, 
administrator of the estate of Nicoln. 
DiNora. 

The SPEAKER: The clerk in-
forms the Chair that this has not yet 

come back from the printer with the 
statement of facts. 

Mr. DAIGLE of :Madawaska: Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to inquire in' re_ 
lation to House Document Xo. 472, Re
solve in favor of a highway bridge 
a·cross the St. John river between Fort 
Kent and St. Francis, New Brunswick. 
It was read yesterday and I discovered 
an error in the title. I would inquire 
through the Chair, of the gentleman 
from Perry, Mr. Washburn, whether 
an amendment is to be olrered and how 
much longer it will be delayed? 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman from 
Perry, Mr. Washburn, may reply 
through the Chair to the query of the 
gentleman from Madawaska, Mr. 
Daigle. 

Mr. WASHBURN: Mr. Speaker, I 
would Bay with relation to this House 
Document No. 472 that the typist put 
the wrong title upon the bill, so that 
Instead of having a bridge for Fort 
Kent and one for Madawaska we have 
two Fort Kent resolves. We are pre
paring now an amendment, which I In
tend to present tomorrow, that w111 
straighten the matter out. 

Mr. DAIGLE: If it is presented to
morrow, Mr, Speaker, It will be satis
factory. 

On 'motion by Mr. Maher of Augusta, 
Ad.iourned until tomorrow morning at 

9 o'clock. 




