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HOUSE

Thursday, March 20, 1919.

The House met according to ad-
journment and was called to order
by the Speaker.

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Boothby of
JAugusta.

Journal of previous session
and approved.

read

Papers from the Senate disposed of
in concurrence.

From the Senate: Bill, An Act to
amend Chapter 80, Section 21, relat-
ing to distribution of life insurance
payable to an estate.

This was on March 17 by the House
referred to the committee on mer-
cantile affairs and insurance on a re-
port from the committee on legal af-
fairs. The papers came back from
the Senate that branch non-concur-
ring, and re-committing the bill to
the committee on legal affairs.

On motion by Mr. Lanpher of Se-
bec, the House voted to recede and
concur with the action of the Senate
in re-committing this bill to the com-
mittee on legal affairs.

From the Senate: Bill, An Act to
-amend Section 8 of Chapter 6 of the
Revised Statutes, relating to ballots
in primary elections, and providing
that the order of the names of candi-
dates on said ballots be determined
by lot,

This was passed to be engrossed by
the House on March 12, It comes
from the Senate indefinitely post-
poned.

Mr. DUTTON of Bingham: I move,
Mr. Speaker, that we concur with the
Senate.

Mr. LANPHER of Sebec: Mr.
Speaker, I think one of the men very
much interested in this bill is not
here this morning, and I move that it
be temporarily tabled until later in
the day.

The motion prevailed.
From the Senate: Bill, An Act to

amend Section 20 of Chapter 68 of
the’ Revised Statutes, concerning ad-

ministration granted without
under certain conditions.

This was passed to be engrossed by
the House on March 10. It comes
from the Senate indefinitely post-
poned.

On motion by Mr. Hinckley of
South Portland, the House voted to
recede and concur with the Senate in
the indefinite postponment of the
bill.

bond

From the Senate: Report of com-
mittee on temperance, on bill, An Act
to amend Section 21 of Chapter 127,
Revised Statutes, relating to sale of
intoxicating liquors, reporting the
same in new draft under title of An
Act to amend Section 21 of Chapter
127 of the Revised Statutes, relating
to the sale of intoxicating liquors
prohibited, and that it ought to pass.

On motion by Mr. Rounds of Port-
land, it was voted to temporarly table
this report.

Unanimous consent being given
Mr. Dutton of Bingham presented the
following order out of order:

Ordered, that the Senate return to
the House, bill, An Act relating to
the illegal assessment of taxes or the
abatement thereof, in order that re-
consideration thereof may be had.

The SPEAKER: The Chair will
state that the gentleman from Bing-
ham, Mr. Dutton, gave notice yester-
day that he would move reconsidera-
tion.

The order received a passage.

Communciation from the Governor

Governor Carl E. Milliken on
Thursday, March 20 again used the
authority given him by the Constitu-
tion of Maine and returned without
his approval the resolve authorizing
Michael Burns of Augusta, Me., to
sue the State to recover for loss of
liguors seized from him in 1887. Tle
veto message was sent to the House
of Representatives, the resolve hav-
ing orignated in that branch and
was as follows:

To the Honorable House of Repre-
sentatives:

I respectfully return herewith
without my approval House Docu-
ment No. 322, “Resolve, authorizing
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Michael Burns to bring a suit at iaw
against the State of Maine.”

This resolve was apparently intro-
duced, referred to a committee, re-
ported in new draft, printed and
finally passed without at any time
being accompanied by the written
statement of facts required by
House Rule No. 51.

So far as I understand the facts,
the resolve proposes to confer upon
a seller of intoxicating liquors spe-
cial authority to bring suit against
the State of Maine to recover ex-
penses alleged to have been incurred
by him in 1887 in attempting to
evade the Maine law against the sale
of intoxicating liquor.

The State’s immunity from being
sued by an individual is an attribute
of sovereignty and should be waived
only upon rare occasions when there
is urgent and conclusive evidence
that only by such extraordinary
means can the ends of justice be
served,

The [Legislature in consider;ng
such o request is performing a func-

tion analagous {o that of a court
sitting in  equity, and the well
known maxim of equity jurispru-

dence “He who comes in equity must
come with clean hands” or “He that
hath committed iniquity shall not
Lave equity-applies to this case with
compelling force. ™his maxim, ac-
cording to one learncd writer, mcans
“that whenever a rarty, who, as ac-
tor seeks to set the judicial 1a-
chinery in motion and obtain some
remedy, has violated conscience, or
good faith, or other equitable princi-
ple, in his prior conduct, then the
doors of the court will be shut
against him in limine; the court will
refuse to interfere on his behalf, to
acknowledge his right, or to award
him any remedy.”

Applying this doctrine to the case
in hand, this petitioner, a confessed
violator of the laws of the Siate,
claims to have suffered finuncial
damage in the course of hLis trans-
gression. He violated the law at his
peril; let him suffer the conse-

guences. He is entitled to no rem-
edy at the hands of the State.

(Signed) CAitl, E. MILLIKEN,
Governor.
Dated

At the Executive Chamber
March 20, 1919

Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, it was brought out in evi-
dence before the committee on claims
two years ago that Mr. Burns was
selling liquor in Augusta here, not in
defiance of the Maine law, but as
legalized. 1t was there stated and
by the county attorney at that time
before the committee that he told the
Governor of the State of Maine that
thev had no right to take this liquor,
and he protested to the Governor at
that time that they should not be
allowed to take it because he was
within his rights. It has been before
the Legislature for years and years,
and something should be done so that

every Legislature should not have
this Michael Burns matter brought
before them. Therefore, I would

like to have this matter settled by

the court of Maine, and I would
move—

The SPEAKER: The Chair will
state that the motion will be put

automatically by the Chair, and the
Chair would suggest that inasmuch
as some of those who are interested
in the matter are not here, it be laid
temporarily on the table,.

The resolve and communication
from the Governor were thereupon
temporarily tabled.

The following bills, resolves and
petitions were presented and upon
recommendation of the committee on
reference of bills, were referred to
the following committees.

Appropriations and Financial Affairs
By Mr. Clifford of Reed Plenta-
tion: Resolve in favor of Louise G.
Cony for services as clerk and stenog-
rapher to the committee on claims.

By Mr. Berry of Waterville: Re-
solve in favor of Louise G. Cony for
services as stenographer and type-
writer to the commiteee on Indian
affairs.
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By Mr. Bragdon of Perham: Re-
solve in favor of Willis A. Frost for
services as clerk to the committee on
public health.

Orders

On motion by Mr. Porter of Maple-
ton, it was

Ordered, that the use of the hall of
the House of Representatives be
granted to the Girl Scouts of Augusta
for Saturday evening March 22, and
Monday evening, March 24, 1919, for
the demonstration of Girl Scout work
and for a moving picture exhibition
of girl camp life in Maine by Mrs.
Luther H. Gulick.

Reports of Committees
Report of the committee on public
utilities, reporting ought not to pass”
on bill An Act to amend section 2 of
chapter 56 of the Private and Special
Laws of 1895, as amended by chapter
203 of the Private and Special Laws
of 1903, relative to water supply of
Boothbay Harbor.
(Signed) Messrs. LORD,
THORNTON,
FOLSOM,
ALLAN,
WILSON,
ROBERTS,
COWAN,
RIDLON,
RICKER,
MATHEWS,
(Tabled by Mr. Perkins of Booth-
bay Harbor pending acceptance of the
report, to be taken up later in the ses-
sion.)

Mr. Cunningham, from the commit-
tee on State lands and forest preser-
vation, reported ought not to pass on
bill An Act to provide for the pur-
chase of land by the State ic» for-
estry purposes.

(Tabled by Mr. Baxter of Portland
pending acceptance of the report.)

Same gentleman, from same com-
mittee, reported same on bill An Act
to permit the acquisition of forest
and other suitable lands by muni-
cipalities, for the purpose of estab-
lishing municipal forests; and pro-
viding for the administration, main-
tenance, protection and development
of such forests.
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Reports were read and accepted and
sent up for concurrence.

Majority report of the committee:
on inland fisheries and game, on bill
An Act to repeal section 73 of chapter
33 of the Revised Statutes, as amend-
ed by chapter 219 of the Public Laws
of 1917, prohibiting Sunday hunting.
Reporting ought not to pass.

(Signed) Messrs. BABB,
CLASON,
SWEATT,
SANBORN,
HOUGHTON,
PUTNAM.

Minority report of same committee,
on same subject matter, reporting
ought to pass.

(Signed) Messrs. METCALF,
CHICK,
FLINT,
WILSON.

(On motion by Mr. Wilson of Port-
land, a viva voca vote being taken,
the majority report,, ought not to
pass, was accepted.)

Majority report of the committee
on public health, on bill An Act to
amend sections 40, 41, 42, 43, 47 and
48 of chapter 16 of the Revised
Statutes relating to medical inspec-
tion of school children. Reporting
ought to pass.

(Signed) Messrs., GORDON,
COBB,
PARENT,
WILLIAMS,
SIMONS,
WILLIAMS,
PHILLIPS.

Minority report fo same committee,
on same subject matter, report ought
not to pass.

(Signed) Messrs. BRAGDON,
DAVIS.

(On motion by Mr. Bragdon of Per-
ham, it was voted that pending the
acceptance of either report, both be
laid upon the table, and that 500 cop-
ies of the bill in new draft be print-
ed.)

Mr. Crane, from committee on
banks and banking, reported ought
to pass on bill An Act to enlarge the
powers of trust companies.

Same gentleman, from same com-
mittee, on bill An Act to amend
paragraph 1 of section 7 of chapter



LEGISLATIVE RECORD--HOUSE, MARCH 20, 1919

19 of the Public Laws of 1917, con-
cerning industrial banks., Reported
same in a new draft, under same title,
and that it ought to pass.

Mr. Berry from the committee on
indian affairs, reported ought to pass
on bill, An Act to amend Section 44
of Chapter 14 of the Revised Stat-
utes, relative to the sale of timber on
Indian Township.

Mr. Hinckley from the committee
on legal affairs, on bill, An Act
amending Chapter 277 of the Private
and Special Laws of 1907, relating to
People’s Ferry Company, reported
same in a new draft, under title of
An Act amending the charter of the
People’s Ferry Company, and that it
ought to pass.

Mr. Berry, from the committee on
military affairs, reported ought to
pass on Resolve to promote patriot-
ism by displaying the American flag
at polling places during elections.
(The rules were suspended and the
resolve given its first reading.) .

Same gentleman, from same com-
mittee, reported same on Resolve in
favor of Esther M. Giles.

Mr. Williams, from the committee
on public health, on bill, An Act to
amend Section 25 of Chapter 18 of
the Revised Statutes, relating to ap-
pointment of members of the Board
of Dental Examiners, reported same
in a new draft, under same title, and
that it ought to pass.

Mr. Cunningham, from the com-
mittee on State lands and forest
preservation, reported ought to pass
on bill, An Act additional to Chapter
8 of the Revised Statutes, relating to
the burning of brush.

Same gentleman, from same com-
mittee, on bill, An Act to provide for
the acceptance by the State of gifts
of land and for the establishment of a
State park and forest in the Mt.
Katahdin region, reported same in a
new draft, under title of An Aect to
provide for the acceptance by the
State of gifts of land and for the es-
tablishment of a State park and for-
est within the State of Maine, and
that it ought to pass.

(Tabled by Mr. Baxter of Portland
pending acceptance of report.)

Reports were read and accepted,
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and bills and resolves ordered print-
ed under the joint rules.

Passed to be Engrossed

Senate 68: An Act to amend Sec-
tion 66 of Chapter 16 of the Revised
Statutes relating to the attendance
of children at school.

Senate 214: An Act to amend Sec-
tion 16 of Chapter 59 of the Revised
Statutes, relating to compensation of
inspectors.

Senate 220: An Act to regulate the
practice of the system, method or
science of healing known as Os-
teopathy, creating a board of ex-
amination and registration for those
desiring to practice the same, and
providing penalties for violation of
this act.

Mr. PHILLIPS of Bar Harbor: Mr.
Speaker and gentlemen: I rise re-
gretfully to offer some amendment to
this bill, regretfully because they
have not done as they promised to
do. I am not speaking for myself
alone for I have telegrams from the
presidents of the medical boards of
Bangor, Lewiston, Portland and all
over the State. It was agreed—and
certainly the chairman of the judi-
ciary committee will bear me out in
saying that I was perfectly willing
to assist and help in every way
within reason in straightening out
this bill and getting it into shape to
be satisfactory to all sides. Now
thev try to leave in the bill parturi-
tion—childbirth—God in Heaven at-
tends to parturition 99 times out of a
hundred in perfect shape; but all the
treatment in acute Bright's disease,
convulsions, septicemia, and all those
things which are attendant upon
obstetrics, are left open to them by
the way the bill is left. Hence I of-
fer this amendment B, Section b, line
11, omit the words “so far as the
same relates to parturition.” That
leaves the bill as they promised us
they would leave it.

T also am advised byv these gentle-
men that Section 12 shall be stricken
out entirely. The section, without
going into the details of it, is the
section by which they claim not to be
practitioners of medicine. I offer
these two amendments which I hope
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they will accept. If not, I shall ask
this House to indefinitely postpone.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Bar Harbor (Mr. Phillips),
offers. the following amendment to
Senate: Document 220:

Amendment B to Senate Bill 220,
Section 5, line 11. Omit the words
“so far as the same relates to
parturition.”

Section 12: To omit Section 12 en-
tirely.

Mr. COWAN of Winterport: Mr.
Speaker, as I understand it, the first
amendment covers a matter which
was an oversight, a mistake on the
part of the attorney who drew this

bill; and he agreed in good faith to
word it as the gentleman from Bar
Harbor (Mr. Phillips) says that it
should be worded. Therefore, no

blame should attach to
that omission to make that change.
In regard, however, to this other
amendment, I would like to examine
the matter a few minutes before the
House takes action upon. I would
like to have it temporarily tabled to
take up Ilater.

A viva voce vote being
amendments were temporarily tabled.

Senate 222: An Act to provide for
the building of public wharves and
for the establishment of adequate
port facilities and for the advance-
ment of commerce.

Senate 223: An Act to amend sec-
tion 104 of chapter 16 of the Re-
vised Statutes, relating to the reports
of academies and private schools.

Senate 224: An Act to amend sec-
tion 16 of chapter 118 of the Revised
Statutes, Increasing the registration
fees of dealers in securities and their
agents or salesmen.

anyone for

taken, the

Senate 191: Resolve to provide
funds for vocational education.
Senate 215: Resolve in favor of

the town of Castine for correcting an
error in amount paid for State road
work in the years 1917 and 1919.

Senate 216: Resolve in favor of
the Madigan Memorial hospital on ac-
count of the care of certain persons
during the year 1917.

Senate 217: Resolve in favor of
the town of Norridgewock, reimburs-
ing said town for money expended
for State paupers.
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House 311: An Act to amend sec-
tion 1 of chapter 29%2 of the Public
Laws of 1817, entitled An Act to re-
quire certain vehicles to carry lights
at night and to control the glare of
head lights. ’

House 445: An Act prohibiting
weighers of coal, hay, straw, junk and
other articles and measurers of wood,
bark or charcoal from giving certifi-
cates of weight or measure until
they have qualified for the faithful
performance of the duties of their
offices.

House 446: An Act to amend sec-
tion 7 of chapter 62 of the Revised
Statutes, relating to the name off
state in title of a corporation.

House 447: An Act to amend sec-
tion 58 of chapter 4 of the Revised
Statutes, relating to the purposes for

which cities and towns may raise
money.
House 448: An Act to amend chap-

ter 51 of the Revised Statutes, as
amended by chapter 144 of the Pub-
lic Laws of 1917, relating to the
formation of corporations having
stock without par value.

House 450: An Act to amend sec-
tion 1 of chapter 313 of the Private
and Special Laws of 1864, entitled an
act to incorporate the Baskahegan
Dam Company, as amended by chap-
ter 272 of the Private and Special
Laws of 1903 and by chapter 147 of
the T'rivate and Special L.aws of 1911.

House 451: An Act to amend sec-
tions 61 and 72 of chapter 9 of the
Revised Statutes, and paragraph II
of Section 6 of Chapter 10 of the Re-
vised Statutes, relating to exemption
of certain public bonds from taxation.

House 140: An Act to re-enact sec-
tion 24 of chapter 69 of the Revised
Statutes relating to when no success-
ion tax shall be assessed on the stock,
bonds, and evidences of debt of Maine
corporations.

(On motion by Mr. Clason of Lisbon
tabled pending third reading.)

House 382: Bill An Act to amend Sec-
tion 32 of Chapter 33 of the Revised
Statutes, as amended by Chapter 219
of the Public Lawg of 1317, relating to
the pollution of the waters of the State
by sawdust and other mill waste.
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House 449: Resolve in favor of Frank
Williams, administrator of the estate
of Nicola Dinora, late of Boston, state
of Massachusetts,

(Tabled by Mr. Holley of North An-
son pending third reading.)

Passed to be Enacted

An Act to amend Sections 73 and T4 of
Chapter 16 of the Revised Statutes, and
Section 75 of Chapter 16 of the Revizsed
Statutes, as amended by Chapter 67 of
the Public Laws of 1917, relating to the
classification of high schools.

An Act to amend the charter of the
city of Calais providing for biennial
elections,

An Act to revise, consolidate and
amend the charter and laws of the city
of Augusta.

An Act authorizing the Clark Power
Company to construct and maintain a
dam or dams on Saco waters in the
cities of Saco and Biddeford.

An Act to provide for cooperation be-
tween the United States department of
agriculture and the Maine department
of agriculture in the collection and pub-
lication of statistics,

An Act to regulate the employment
of legislative counsel or agents to pro-
vide a legislative docket in secretary of
state’s office open to public inspection,
disclosing information in relation to
such employment.

An Act amendatory of and additional
to Section 12 of Chapter 127 of the
Revised Statutes, relating to tools and
implements for gambling, counterfeiting
and hurglars’ tools.

An Act providing for the preparation
of the State budget; creating a com-
mittee on budget: prescribing its powers
and duties; making an appropriation
to defray the expenses of this commit-
tee; and repealing Sections 92, 93, 94 and
95 of Chapter 2 of the Revised Statutes.

An Act to amend Section 8 of Chap-
ter 16 of the Revised Statutes, relating
to returns from towns showing ex-
penditure for high school tuition,

Finally Passed
Resolve in favor of the Augusta State
hospital, for the coastruction of a new
building ~~r patients,
Resolve to reimburse C. H. Robinson
Company of Portiand. Maine, for goods
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sold and delivered to the State, and for
which purchaser failed to file with the
State auditor a copy of the order.

Resolve to reimburse certain cities
and towns for money expended for the
support of dependent families of mem-
bers of the National Guard.

Resolve providing for the compila-
tion, printing and distribution of an
index to the Private and Special Laws
and to the Resolves of the State of
Maine.

Resolve providing for the payment of
certain deficiencies that accrued prior
to January first, 1918.

Resolve in favor of Mary F. Fernald
for military pension,

Orders of the Day

On motion hy Mr. Rounds of Port-
land it was voted to take from the
table, Senate Document 213, An Act
to amend Section 21 of Chapter 127
of the Revised Statutes, relating to
sale of intoxicating liquors prohib-
ited.

Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: I move,
Mr. Speaker, that we concur in the
indefinite postponement of the bill.

Mr. COCHRANE of Monmouth:
Mr. Speaker, may I inquire what bill
is now under consideration?

The SPEAKER: The bill is Sen-
ate Document 213, An Act to amend
Section 21 of Chapter 127 of the Re-
vised Statutes, relating to sale of
intoxicating liquors prohibited.

Mr. COCHRANE: Mr. Speaker
and gentlemen of the House: I have
no desire to speak on this question,
and I certainly will not attempt to
make a formal speech. We are all too
anxious to reach our homes now to
consider for a moment any gentle-
man who wishes to unload rhetoric
on this body. I was told before I
came into this Legislature that I
would get into a set of cut-throats.
1 did not give this matter full cred-
ence, but I was led to believe that
the members of the Maine Legisla-
ture was here to get something and
to carry a scalp home. I was led to
believe that the only reason that the
gold was ever put on the figure that
surmounts the dome of this building
was to get it so high that the Legis-
lature could not reach it. But since
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coming into this body I have made
up my mind that you could not with
the aid of a fine-tooth comb find a
more honorable and sensible body of
men than sit in the House of Repre-
sentatives in Augusta today. We
differ in opinion concerning some es-
sential things, but it is an honest dif-
ference of opinion every time. When
we approach a matter of this kingd,
we approach it sincerely, and I be-
lieve that we shall approach this
question with the utmost sincerity
this morning.

Those who are trying to honestly
enforce the laws of the State of
Maine tell us that they cannot do so
with this three per cent. clause in
the statute, and there have been ap-
peals from men who are trying to
enforce the law honestly and impar-
tially. We are faced with something
today, gentlemen, that we cannot
dodge. There is a certain floating
factor in our politics today that de-
termines positively which side shall
win, The Democratic party and the
Republican party must take into con-
sideration this fact. Two or three
years ago we had a certain over-
throw in our political system, and
how did that come about? Only last
night I heard a gentleman say that
the last Democratic administration
could not be criticized except on one
point, and that was its financial pol-
icy. Well, now, I do not think that
gentleman was joking. The matter
we was then considering was a mat-
ter of too great importance to allow
any man to indulge in levity. But
you cannot expect that, having only
three years in which to recover from
the effects of that administration—
you cannot expect any man to be
very sober. We all know that the
reason why we turned from a Demo-
cratic administration to a Republi-
can administration was because we
felt that we had a man as our leader
who would do his utmost to enforce
the law and who is sincere in his
purpose; and you know that a few
months ago when we went into the
last contest, we came pretty near
losing as Republicans, because the
Democrats put up a man who was
absolutely beyond criticism, and

every last man of us, Republicans as
well as Democrats, had absolute con-
fidence in that man, and felt that
he, too, if placed in the position of
Chief EKExecutive, would enforce the
law sincerely.

Now, gentlemen, we are facing this
floating factor in politics, and it is a
dangerous thing for us to ignore this
factor., These people who determine
what the result shall be are not to be
dealt with insincerely. We must have
this one-half of one per cent.  intro-
duced into our statute provided wsa
have an honest enforcement of the law.
Yesterday in the Senate the honorable
senator from—

The SPEAKER: The Chair must rule
that the gentleman cannot make refer-
ence to any action taken in the other
body,

Mr. COCHRANE: 1 apologize to the
Chair and to this body. Am I at lib-
erty to use the plea that he made at
that time and to answer the debate?

The SPEAKER: The Chair would
rule that the gentleman is if he makes
it his own,

Mr. COCHRANE: It has been stated
—if T can find the debate of yesterday.
Does anyone know on what page that
debate is? I cannot recall the words
used at that time, and therefore I shall
not be able to speak further on the
question. If anyone can find it, I would
thank him for giving me the page.

Mr. O'LEARY of Bangor: It is on
page 5.
Mr, COCHRANE: The gentleman

stated that this State has for years
and years lai@ down a principle that
the question of whether or not any
liguor is intoxicating is a matter of
fact for a jury to determine, and when
they say that that is a matter of fact
for a jury to determine they have
fixed the law better than any way we
can fix it by the passage of a statute
which enacts something which is not
there. T submit, gentleman, that if we
leave this matter to a jury to determine
that Jury must pass judgment on every
specific case; and I submit to you that
if a jury should pass judgment upon
every specific case it might not be able
to exercise its functions as a jury.

Tt was also stated in this debate that
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“the State of Maine has in practice
and by law for the last 50 or 60 years
been a prohibitory State, and we do
not need anybody who is just beginning
and who has not yet passed any rules
and regulations in regard to what is
intoxicating and what is not to tell us
in this State just what portion of al-
cohol in a certain liquor makes it in-
toxicating.” 1 agree with the honor-
able gentleman that this State did
formulate the first prohibitory law and
it took the initiative in this matter;
but other states have gone far ahead
of it. We are the only State that today
has a three per cent. law in its statute,
A certain state—I cannot recall which
one—within three or four days has re-
fused to consider even one-half of one
per cent. Tt absolutely refuses to have
any liguor sold within its borders that
contains any percentage whatever of al-
cohol.

Now, gentlemen, we not only in the
State of Maine gave prohibition bhirth,
but in America we gave democracy
birth: and T want to ask you if vou
would consider for a moment adhering
to the principles that obtained in the
days of Washington, Hancock and
Hamilton? Would vou consider stand-
ing still on that point? Supposing a
few months ago. when we were called
upon to defend our democracy. we had
put on the knee breeches and the swal.
lowtail coat and the cocked hat of Rev-
olutionary times, and shouldered our
flintlocks and gone out to whip the
Germans. What would have happened?
Other countries have gone ahead of us.
and we have had to meet them, and
we must keep ahead of them. Other
states have gone ahead of us, gentle-
men, since we formulated this prohibi-
tory law, and we have got to keep up
with the trend of civilization; and T do
not belleve there is a man in this body
who would tolerate for one moment the
thought of having that legend that for
well-nigh a hundred years has appear-
ed on our escutcheon changed from I
lead” to “I slump.” Now I submit this
matter to you, gentlemen. I believe it
is our duty, not only to ourselves but
to our constituents, to keep up the tra-
ditiong of the old State of Maine.

My. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, as T understand it the courts

have decided that anything less than
three per cent is not intoxicating.

Mr. COCHRANE: I rise to a
question of privilege. I am greatly
interested in what the gentleman
says and he will have to speak
louder.

Mr. ROUNDS: If you want to
hear me you will have to come over
here——

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Portland, Mr. Rounds, is out of
order.

Mr, ROUNDS: The gentleman who
has just spoken (Mr. Cochrane) had
some nice coffee, I understand, last
night. Did he know that when he
got the sugar in that coffee he was
drinking more than one-half of one
per cent alcohol and as a beverage?
That is what you are up against,
gentlemen, with this law. Now the
courts of this state have decided that
less than three per cent is not intox-
icating. 1 would like to read some
of the things that are being sold in
this state and being drank in this
state. Young men are being ruined
in this state by taking ingredients
like these into their stomachs in pref-
erence to light beers. Herc it is:
Essence of checkberry, 91 per cent
alcohol; essence of peppermint, £5
per cent alcoliol; sweet spirits of ni-
ter, 92 per cent alcohol: essence of
lemon, 91 per cent: essence of anise,
95 per cent alcohol; spirits of laven-
der, 94 per cent; bay rum, imported,
5¢ per cent; witch hazel, 80 per cent.
That is what they are putting into
their stomachs today—and old cider!
It was brought out in a case in Cum-
berland county that every country-
man has three or four barrels. Now
this is what they are drinking in the
State of Maine, and lots of grave

juice is Dbeing brought into the
country and mixed with this old
cider., The gentleman from Mon-

mouth (Mr. Cochrane) comes from
an apple-raising country, where there
is a lot of cider made, and lots of
grape juice goes in there to mix with
it and intoxicate the boys. And if the
gentleman does not know that fact,
his neighbors do, because they use a
lot of grape juice over in that coun-
try. (Laughter and applause.) Now,
gentlemen, everything that you put
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into your stomachs has got more
than one-half of one per cent alcohol
in it. Therefore, I hope my motion
will prevail. (Applause.)

Mr. COCHRANE: Mr., Speaker, I
frankly confess and admit the truth
of all the gentleman from Portland
(Mr. Rounds) has said. I admit that
the mixtures to which he has alluded
are intoxicants and the entire pur-
pose of this bill is to prohibit their
sale as a beverage.

Mr. BUZZELL of Belfast: Mr,
Speaker and members of the Houss,
I am really sorry for the action of the
House here this morning. I was very
much pleased when I heard what the
Senate did yesterday. I was not
aware that we. as representatives of
the State of Maine, were going to
take part this morning in such levity.
We all know what Maine’s stand has
been relative to prohibition. We
know how the people—a majority of
the people—have regarded it: and
when I heard yesterday that our
Maine Senate had simply said that
this is no time for us to bother with
the law of this kind, I felt that they
felt that our national government had
taken care of the situation; but
knowing something of the temper of
this body, I felt that when it got in
here, if it was brought to debate—I
knew what was going to happen. 1
believe

A message was received from the
Senate, through its Secretary, pro-
posing a joint convention of the two
brarches of the Legislature, to be
held in the hall of the House of Rep-
resentatives this morning at eleven
o’clock, for the purpose of listening to
an address by United States Senator
Jones of Washington.

Thereupon the House by a viva
voce vote voted to concur in the
proposition for a joint convention;
and the clerk of the House was
charged with a message to the Sen-
ate signifying the concurrence of the
House in the proposition for a joint
convention.

The clerk of the House subse-
quently reported that he had dis-
charged the duty assigned him.

Mr. BUZZELL resumes: Now gen-
tlemen, you have all had a chance to

take into consideration what- has

happened here this morning. You
know the history of the prohibitory
law in this State for years and years.
Within 48 hours I advanced the idea
that if this proposition was debated
it would be made a laughing stock of
—and you have all seen what has oc-
curred here this morning. It is too
bad to carry this proposition too far,
and for sane men to advocate that
there is great harm in drinking 97
swallows of water to get two and
three-fourths swallows of alcohol.
Let us be fair about this proposition.
We pass cider, we wink at cider, and
then we try to get a clip below the
belt at a little of this Bevo or “Beno’”
or something of that kind-—this slop
beer. The cider bill went by the board,
but they have sandwiched cider into
this bill; now they have cider and
beer together. I wonder if the gen-
tleman has thought of this, that the
State of Maine has taken this stand
that it was against license in any
form? If that bill there is passed
counternancing the sale of a bever-
age that contained one-half of one
per cent. of alcohol, what are we do-
ing? Are not we possing a license
law, licensing a man to sell a bev-
erage with one-half of one per cent.
of alcohol in it? f[s that right ac-
cording to the stand you have taken
for years in this State? Gentlemen,
let us be serious about this guestion.
The Federal government has got this
proposition in hand, and T trust that
it will handle it as it ought to be
handled. I, for one, feel that woe have
had all of these prohibitory meas-
ures that we need at this time. There
is such a thing as carrving the prop-
osition too far. When you go to med-
dling with such small things as this,
when you get down to the mole hills
as compared with the mountains that
vou have been considering and tak-
ing care of, it is going to have its re~
action and the people are going to
treat it as we have treated it here
this morning. Already they have
commenced to ask the question how
long is it going to be before they are
going to tackle the cigarette propo-
sition—cigarettes, tobacco, chewing
gum. Before they get through they
will try to regulate how high the
heels of our wives’ shoes are going
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to be or what kind of corsets they
shall wear. I, for one, feel like this,
\gentlemen, that I want to support
with all my heart the motion of the
gentleman from PPortland (Mr.
Rounds) that we concur with the
Senate.

The SPEAKER: Is the
ready for the question?

The question was called for.

The SPKAKER: The question is
on the motion of the gentleman from

House

Portland, Mr, Rounds, that the
House
Mr. COCHRANE: Mr. Speaker, I

would like to have this matter tabled,
probably pending an amendment.

A viva voce vote being taken on
the question of tabling the report and
bill, pending an amendment, the mo-
tion failed of passage.

The SPEAKER: The question is
en the motion for indefinite post-
ponement in concurrence with the
action of the Senate.

A viva voce vote being taken, it
was voted to indefinitely postpone the
bill.

Mr. BUZZELI. of Belfast: Mr.
Speaker, I move that we reconsider
the action wec have just taken.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion to reconsider the vote where-
by the ahove bhill was indefinitely
postponed in concurrence with the
action of the Senate, failed of pas-
sage.

The SPEAKER: The House is un-
der special assignments and the
Chair will take in order the matters
speeially assigned fov today.

The Chair lays bhcfore the House,
hill An Aect to provide for the regis-
tration of resident hunters, House
Document No. 400, tabled by Mr.
Small of Brewer, pending first read-
irg.

Mr. SMALL of Brewer: DM
Speaker, T move the indefinite post-
ponement of this bill.

Mr., CLASON of ILishon: Mr.
Speaker, before that motion is put I
would like to offer Amendment A to
House Document No. 400, and I would
like to reserve the right to speak on
both the bill and amendment after

the amendment is read "~ by the
Speaker. :

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Iisbon, Mr. Clason, . presents
the following amendment to.House
Document No. 400.

Amend House Document No, . 400
by inserting at the end of the first
paragraph thereot the following: “nor
shall the provisions of this act be
construed as applying to unprotected
wild birds or as affecting the right
of a bona fide resident of this State,
or his immediate familyv to hunt
without such license on land owned
by him or on land leased by him and
on which he is actually domiciled,
and which land is used exclusively
for agricnttural purposes.”

Mr. CLASON of Lisbon: Mr.
“peaker and gentlemen, it is not my
intention this morning to take much
of your time in discussion of this
amendment and the bill before us,
for I fully realize the need of haste
in order to perform, our duties with-
reasonable time; but the im-
portance of this bill demands our
careful ‘attention. It has seemed to
me that a large majority of the peo-
ple who are interested in hunting,
and the proper protection of our

in a

game, desire the passage of this bill

We find, upon investigation, that
the states where there is game to
any extent have resident hunters’

registration laws of some sort with
the exception of four states, namely:
Maine, Deleware, North Carolina
and Mississippi. What are the game
conditions in the state where the
resident hunters’ registration laws
exist? Let me quote from some of
the reports of the commissioners of
inland fisheries and game in some of
these states. Massachusetts report
of the commissioners of inland fish-
eries and game states as follows:
“Deer held their own in all sections,
s0 numerous in some counties that
farmers claim deer must be exter-
minated or reduced so as to no
longer be a menace to fruit-growing
industries.” The Massachusetts
commisison calls to our attention
that the American public is slowly
awakening <o the fact that under.
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the present conditions the wild life
of our forests will soon become ex-
tinct, unless protected by efficient
laws. Even from a selfish stand-
point, the state cannot permit the
destruction of its wonderful wild
life without suffering a loss which
cannot be repaired. The enforce-
ment of practical legislation is neec-

essary for the protection of wild
birds and wild animals. The ten-
dency in all states is to charge

residents as well as non-residents a
reasonable fee for the privilege of
hunting.

Now, gentlemen, is the wild life in
the state of Massachusetts any more
valuable to them than the wild life
in the state of Maine is to us? Let
me give you a concrete example to
show you the value of the wild life
in the state of Maine. The total val-
uation of tl.: town of Rangeley in
1905 was as follows: Resident real
estate and personal $335,219; non-
resident real estate and personal
$218,392, making the total valuation
of the town of Rangeley in 1905
$553,611. The total valuation of the
town of Rangeley in 1915resident
real estate and personal, was $733,-
094; non-resident real estate and
personal $468,750, making the total
valuation of the town of Rangeley
in -1915, $1,201,844, an increase in
valuation in 10 years of 117 per
cent and, gentlemen, the entire in-
crease in the valuation of the town
of Rangeley was due to the wild life
in that section. I will venture to say
that there are many men here who
can think of instances in their own
districts where the population has
been icreased by means of the wild
life in their section.

Now in the report from Pennsyl-
vania for 1917, the commissioners of
inland fisheries and game say as fol-
follows: “Deer appear to have in-
creased in a wonderful way, and are
now found in territory where no
such animal has been seen for many
years.” In their report for 1918 they
say 4as follows: “Game animals,
such as deer and bear, are undoubt-
edly increasing in the section of the
state where they are found at all.
Each of these species in certain sec-
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tions have already grown in numbers
to a degree that really threatens the
peace and well-being of those resid-
ing in the section.” In New York,
with a shorter open season on deer
than in Maine, from October 1st to
November 15th, 12,000 deer were re-
ported killeC last season in a terri-
tory vastly smaller than the hunt-
ing regions of Maine. New York had
a similar experience in enacting their
resident hunters’ registration laws
that we are having here in Maine.
When this bill was presented to the
legislature in New York for the first
time, it was bitterly opposed and
heavily defeated. When this bill
was presented the second time it was
bitterly opposed, but was defeated
by a very narrow margin, and the
third time it passed. In discussion
of this subject with a man from New
York who is interested in hunting
and fishing, he told me that the very
ones who opposed this bill the most
bitterly were now the most friendly
to the enactment of the law. They
realize that they have made a mis-
take and it was for their advantage.

In South Carolina, the report of
the commission states that the hunt-
ers’ license law shall apply to the
whole state and to every person in
the state, to all game birds and ani-
mals, and they go further and ex-
press the opinion that it should ap-
ply to fish also.

In Wyoming, thousands of dollars
are brought into the state each year
by hunters and tourists. To encour-
age this class of hunters, we must
make it possible for them to secure
good specimens of wild game, which
means that our game must be kept
up to standard. The average citi-
zen does not realize what the game
department means by way of reven-
ue to the state. Wyoming begins to
realize what it means. In New
Hampshire, the deer are reported
very plentiful throughout the entire
state in the past two years. Hunting
conditions have not been the best
the past two seasons, but plenty
of deer have been seen and many
killed. At this time, I would
like to read a clipping that I took
from one of the leading daily papers
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of this State: ‘“Game in Maine is
rapidly disappearing. This is no long-
er a subject for debate. It is known
by the woodsmen, the guides, the
wardens and hunters. What are we
going to do about it? Are we going
to sit idly by and see it go? We
certainly hope not. If ever a law was
absolutely sensible, economical and
far-seeing, it is the law to register
every person, man, woman or child,
that goes into the woods bearing a
firearm. The army that now goes
hunting is enormous as compared
with 25 years ago. As it now is we
have no means of distinguishing the
non-resident from the resident
Scores of non-residents come here
and hunt without a license, and
when caught in- the woods, assert
that they live in some remote part
of the State and the warden has no
means of disproving the statement.
We are losing money, game and
prestige.”” 'What are the provisions
of this bill? Does the new draft im-
pose a hardship upon the people of
this State? What are the objec-
tions? Are they reasonable? T.et
us see. The amendment which T
have just introduced says as fol-
lows: “Amend House Document No.
400 by inserting at the end of the
first paragraph thereof the words
“nor shall the provisions of this act
be construed as applying to unpro-
tected birds,” that, gentleman, was
simply an error in the original bill.
We did not intend for this act to
apply to such birds as the crow,
the hawk, the English sparrow and
the mud-hen. This is a point where
we think the bill could be improved
-—“or as affecting the right of a bona
fide resident of this State, or his
immediate family, to hunt without
such license on land owned by him,
or“on land leased by him, and on
which he is actually domiciled, and
which land is used exclusively for
agricultural purposes.”

At the hearings and during the
sessions when this bill has been un-
der consideration, there has been one
bone of contention—that the farm-
er could not be allowed to hunt on
his own land; that Johnnie could
not take his gun when he went down
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after the cow to shoot at that deer
or at that partridge, under the shade
of some old apple tree. We wanted
to be fair; we wanted to do away
with anything that might create a
hardship; and I suggest and now
recommend that this amendment be
added.

Now in regard to the bill itself:
Another contention by the opponents
of this proposition is the inconveni-
ence for some persons to travel eight
or ten miles to the office of the
town clerk in order to get his reg-
istration card. It says here, “any
resident of the State may make writ-
ten application to the clerk.” If he
does not care to go and get it him-
self, he may receive it by a writ-
ten application.

Another contention has been the
fee. Gentlemen, so far as I am con-
cerned personally, I had just as
soon see no fee at all; but it was
the belief of the committee of in-
land fisheries and game that there
should be at least fee enough to pay
for the expense of registration. Fif-
teen cents goes to the town clerk
and ten cents for the cost of the
registration cards and office work.
Twenty-five cents is the fee asked
for. The opposition may say that
this is an entering wedge—twenty-
five cents temporarily, one dollar
two years from now, five dollars four
years from now, and ten dollars six
yvears from now. Gentlemen, that is
not the intention of the committee
on inland fisheries and game nor is
it mine; and, if I thought that at
any succeeding legislature they
would attempt to increase this fee,
I would come over here and fight
against it, if this bill became a law.
It is not for revenue that I ask the
passage of this bill, but it is for
identification—to identify the non-
resident and to identify the poach-
er. The non-residents are coming
into this State in abundance, claim-
ing that they live in the State of
Maine, and getting by without pay-
ing their fee of fifteen dollars; and
it means, gentlemen, a considerable
sum when vou figure up the total at
the end of the season. I think it a
congervative estimate when I say
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that in an average season we are
losing from twenty to twenty-five
thousand dollars, and the ILord
knows we need this money to im-
prove our warden service.

Section three of this ©bill, the
second clause there, has also been
a bone of contention. It says: “Ev-

ery person holding a certificate of
registration by virtue of this act,
shall, at all fimes, while hunting,
have such certificate on his person,
and shall exhibit the same for in-
spection to any person authorized
to enforce the inland fish and game
laws. Tailure to produce such cer-
tificate, or satisfactory evidence of
the issuance of same, upon such re-
quest shall constitute a violation of
this act.”” Just keep in mind “or
satisfactory evidence of the issuance
of same.”” Previous bills did not
have that clause; so that if any man
should happen to lose his registra-
tion card or leave it at home or
leave it in his machine or in his
team by the side of the road, and
the warden detected him and asked
for his card, he would be a crimin-
al; but this provision provides that
if he can give satisfactory evidence
that he has a registration card, he
is not a criminal. It further says:
“No such certificate shall be grant-
ed to any person under sixteen years
of age unless by written consent of
parents or guardian is attached to
the application for such certificate.”
T wonder if there are any gentle-
men here who would desire to have
their boys go into the woods hunt-
ing without their knowledge or con-
sent.

Gentlemen, the State of Maine did
not realize the value of its forests
until it was toc late. The State of
Maine did not realize the value of its
water powers until it was too late.
Now, gentlemen, is the State of
Maine going to fail to realize the
value of its wild life until it is too
late? I certainly hope not. There is
no one who enjoys hunting better
than J, nor is there anyone who
guards it more carefully. It 1
thought this bill was a detriment to
the hunters who were interested in
the protection of fish and game, I

should oppose it; but I believe in the
bill and hope it will receive a pas-
sage. Mr. Speaker, when the vote is
taken I hope it may be taken by a
rising vote.

Mr. HINCKLEY of South Port-
land: Mr. Speaker, I feel that I ought
to say that no person in the State of
Maine is more interested in the fish
and game than I. I have hunted and
fished in practically every section of
the State. I have hunted and fished
in the hunting and fishing grounds
of ithe Province of New Brunswick.
I have hunted and fished on the Cas-
cades of the Pacific slope. 1 have
hunted and fished in the Canadian
Rockies and in the canyons of British
Columbia, and I know something
about fish and game, and realize the
importance of protection of fish and
game. I want to say to you men that
there is no place, and there has heen
no time during my life that I appre-
ciated hunting and fishing as much
as when I was a barefooted boy down
in Washington County, hunting and
fishing the hills and streams of that
section of the State. It is one thing
to be a professional hunter and
think of game from that standpoint,
and it is another thing to be an un-
professional hunter; and I want to
say to you that the very great ma-
jority of the people of the State of
Maine who enjoy its hunting privi-
leges are not professional hunters,
Farmers and the farmers’ boys do
not make a business of hunting; it is
very incidental to their business, The
average farmer and farmer’s boy in
the State of Maine does not plan a
hunting trip, but almost invariably
has his gun, and when he goes
through his pasture, when he goes io
market, he often-—very often—carries
Fis gun along with him.

A member of this House came to
me vesterday, and he said this: “I
have three boys who are now in
France. They have been fighting
over there for freedom, I have got
their three gune at home where they
left them, and I am keeping them for
them, and I do not want when those
boys come back to tell them that a
member of the Legislature of which
I am a member has during their ab-
sence and while they have been fight-
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ing for freedom, taken away that
right which has always been theirs,
and was mine. and has been the her-
itage of the people of this State—to
take away that right to go out in the
pasture and shoot a rabbit.” I tell
you men it is not right; it is un-
American; and, as I suggested yester-
day, we are binding ourselves hand
and foot with these regulations and
with these license propositions, and
it i« time for the State of Maine to

come to a halt on this matter. This
hill as originally put in here—an
amendment has been offered this

morning—hut this bill as originally
put in, if a skunk was out in vour
hen coop, vou could not go out and
shoot it without being haled Dbefore
the court. That is what the original
hill is here. It has been amended to
some extent, and I want to take up

the bill just a little in connection
with these amendments., I want fo

sal} to you that the amendment does
not cure the proposition which the
proponents are trying to tell you it
cures. This amendment says that a
person can hunt on his own land,
providing it is used for agricultural
purposes: hut Section 1 sayvs, “No
resident of this State shall hunt in
any manner, at any time, or pursue.
take, catch, Kkill, destroy or have in
possession, within the limits of :this
State, any wild animals,”” etc. Now,
T say to you men that if vou go cut
in vour back pasture and shoot a deer
or shoot a partridge even, and have
it in vour possession, yvou are tbi2
to be arrested. Having it in your
pessession  is prima facie cvidence
that you shot it at some olher place,
Why let us just take an example in
this State! For instance. the lobster
law  provides that a person cannot
take any lobster in this State under
tent and one-half inches. That ig the
law. Naturally, vou would assume
that if it was golten in some othev
State or in some other part of the
world, it would be all right; but the
courts have held that a person having
a lobster under ten and one-half
inches in his possession, he is liable
to this law. Down in Nova Scotia,
for instance—our lobster smacks g0
to Nova Scotia and they cannot hring

into the State of Maine a lobster of

less than ten and one-half inches in
length, even though caught down in
Nova Scotia. That is exactly whera
vor are left with this amendment.
If you have it in your possession, you
are liable, and there is nothing in this
amendment that cures that proposi-
t'on. I want also to say to yvou that
the proposition in this amendment,
which applies to your own pasture, or
vour own field, is not sufficient. You
might possibly get up some morning,
as I have done, and see a deer i.cross
in a neighbor’s pasture, and you
would iike to get a shot at it. You
ought 1o have the right to do this.

I am interested in game, but I am
more interested in the people of the
State of Maine. This is a big propo-
sition, it is true. It is a big business
proposition, and we should consider
protecting the game; but I tell you
that the citizens of the State of Maine
mean mo~e to me than all the game in
the State of Maine. Their rights mean
more to me tha~ the rights of all the
game n the Stite, and I am absolutely
opposed to c:ny law which says to any
citizen of this State that in proper time,
under proper regulation so far as close
time is concerned, he shall not take
his gun and go out and hunt whenever
he wishes to, It is his right. I tell you
men it is an entering wedge, and the
next time th y come back they will
take your field away if they can, or
they will take your pasture away from
vou. There is no doubt about it at all.
T think we should stop this regzulation.

Now I want to call your attention to
this next question: ‘“Every perzon hold-
ing a certificate of registration by vir-
tue of this act sall, at all times, while
huniing, have such certificaite on his
persor and shall exhibit the same for
inspection ty any persgoa authorized to
enforce the inland fish and game laws.
Failure to produce such certficate, or
sati:factory evidence of the isvuance cf
same, upon such request shall consti-
tute a violation of this act.” Does that
ray anything about the fellow who
does not have his license? Does it men-
tion that? You hear about these jok-
ers in these hills, and it seems to me
this amendment is all a joker. Tt leaves
the bill substantiall.;- where it ig so far
as the effective psrt is concerned. “Fall-
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are to produce such certificate, or sat-
{sfactory evidence of the issuance of
‘same, upon such request shall consti-
tute a violation c? this act.” Now what
.does that mean? Is there any provis-
fon there that if you are hunting on
your own land you are not obliged to
show your certificate or give satisfac-
tory evidence that it has been issued?
‘There is nothing in this amendment
‘that gives you the right to explain why
it has not been issued. That has not
.been taken care of at all, and you
would be haled into court,

Now look at Secticn 9: ‘“The posses-
sion of any firearm in the fields or
forests or on the waters or ice of the
State by a resident of this State, unless
‘the person having such firearm in pos-
session h-3 in his possession a certifl-
cate of registration, as herein provided,
duly issued to him and covering the
period such firearm is found in his
pos~ession, o= give satisfactory evidence
of the Issuance of such certificate, shall
be prima facie evidence of hunting in
violation of this act.

I tell you mer that no resident of
the State of Maine can have any fire-
arm in his house even undcr that pro-
vision. Now is not that a ridiculous
‘proposition? I say men it is absurd:
and with the consent of the gentleman
from Brewer (Mr, Small) T would like
to amend his motion and have it in-
clude an indefinite postponement of the
‘amendment as well as the bill,

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr. Speak.
-er, after listening to the gentlemen
from the cities, T wonder if the House
would indulge 2 man who comes from
the backwoods section? After listening
‘to theorists and men who are looking
only for votes from their constituents,
I wonder if the House would listen
awhile to 2 man who was a registereil
guide In 1830 and who got quite a por-
tion of the money that put him through
college in that kind of work? After
hearing the lawyer deliver his speech
for his clients, would you think for a
minute what the State of Maine com-
prises, and that if you fold this may
acro-s here (indicating) all the section
above the crease is the wild land, the
game land, the paradise of wild life, and
‘the Elysium of the hunter from all over
‘the round werld?
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Now I have never hunted in Canada,
nor on the Cascades of the Pacific, nor
in British Columbia, nor in any other
state of the union but the State of
Maine; but I stood by my watch just
23 minutes .n tlre steps of the hotel gt
Patten one afternoon—Patten way up
there in the woods—and saw automo-
bile number plates from eight different
states of the unjon pass, going up to
the woods, loaded to the limit with
hunters,

The subject s so fertile that one (oes
not kno'v where to begin upon it nor
where to stop. I would speak of the
hunting. Now these fellows think that
shooting a half peck of buckshot at{ a
robin is hunting. These fellows talk
about letting looss a 30-30 rifle cartridge
at a crow and call that hunting, Hunt-
ing as I understand it is life in the open
woods for a day, or a period of a week
or so, where a man shuffles off for a
little while the dust and the cobwehe
of the artificialities of life, and goas
back to Nature and lets his soul ex-
pand under the influences that God
pours down upon a man whose soul is
open to receive them in the summer
under the shelter of a forest or on a
lake in the woods of Maine, where the
boy learns self-reliance and a lot about
the veritles of life, and learns if he .8
in the hands of the right kind of a2 man
that it 1s better to snap the catch of g
camera at a moose, or a moose bird,
than to pull the trigger of a shotgun.
Would you listen to a man who has
fajled to get his two deer but once
since he ean remember, who never fired
out of a wagon or an automobile, wh»
never shot from under his Jack.light,
and who in the last four trips in the
woods daid not shoot 20 car-
tridges? If you would for a
minute think of that last proposition!
Train the boy right on the %
proposition, let him alone and he will
he proud to pay the town clerk and
get the ticket showing that he is a
recognized hunter of the State of
Maine. The 25 cents is only one-
eichth of the price of one box of
cartridees, and the gentleman from
South Portland, or from anyv other
place under the sun, could not bhuy
one vote with that argument.

Now you have little idea of the
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magnitude of the hunting section of
Maine. Do you know, gentlemen, that
it the state of Massachusetts could
be picked right up by its four cor-
ners, the whole great state of Massa-
chusetts, and dropped right here in
the wild lands of Maine, that from
either edge of Massachusetts out to
cleared land would be 40 miles? You
know that we have got a domain
there that is tremendous, to which
under proper restriction we can in-
vite the real hunters of the whole
world, and we can just as certain
perpetuate the game there, so that
your grandchildren can know by ac-
tual observation what the front
teeth of a beaver look like. We can
assure that just as well as we can
assure them of the fact that there
will be timber trees standing there
if the rules of forestry are observed.

Now there is a sterile zone around
everv city in the State of Maine to-
day where the ignorant and untu-
tored have shot the song bird off.
Aand do you know that if they were
protected as they should be, every
street in every city that has trees
in it would furnish an orchestral
chorus to you if you were walking
down the street just after sunrise of
many mornings, and the number and
variety of birds vou would hear if
vour ear were attuned to it is sim-
ply astounding.

Gentlemen, the progress of civiliza-
tion and the wonderful speed of it
during the last two years have sound-
ed the doom of great game. You
know that the moose is a contempo-
rary of the great elk of Ireland. The
moose is an animal of an age that is
long past. He is one of the animals
contemporaneous with the melting
away of the glacier—the ice age. A
pair of them produce one young in a
vear. The moose is a tremendous,
great target. I never shot a moose,
but he is a terrible temptation to an
unlicensed and unrestrained man
who is in the woods, and even now
in the close time all that wander out
to the edge of the woods are pretty
sure to meet with sudden death. The
majority of them when killed are not
used. They are shot and lie dead
and rot because the coward that shot
the moose is too much of a coward
to go back at night and even cut out

any of the meat and take it to his
house or camp; but thé progress of
civilization has spelled the doom of
the large game for this reason: A
man can leave Boston at noon of a
Saturday and be in the heart of the
forest at daylight on Sunday morn-
ing. One of the greatest of the tim-
berland concerns—remember this has.
not a railroad on it, (referring to
map), it is the so-called trunk line
of the State of Maine—one of the
greatest concerns in the business
have built from Masardis in Aroos-
took county an automobile boulevard
right through to the Seven Islands
in the Saint John river; and you turn
a crew in a hired automobile into the
heart of those woods, and just as
Grant cut the Confederacy in two
and reduced it in sections, so will
those high-powered repeating rifles
establish a dead line where the deer
can go neither north or south, and
where they are rapidly approaching
extinction.

Now maybe the game is not worth
preserving. You are spending a lot
of money to educate your children,
and in the schools they are by the
most ludicrous artificial propositions:
trying to teach the children to be ob-
serving. Our boys and girls can be
taught more in 20 minutes in the
woods about being observing when
it is absolutely necessary to notice in
order to get back to the camp that
it is a hemlock beside a birch where
they turned to the left, and a spruce
beside a birch where they turned to
the right. Your children can be
taught infinitely more in half an hour
of that very splendid attainment cf
the human mind in the woods under
the right tutelage than they can in
term after term at school. You just
start it right and the child will do
the rest. You have not got to give
him line upon line and precept upon
precept on anything except the moral
proposition. You start the child right
and the mind will develop just as
the flower develops. So much for the
citizen!

Is the game worth preserving from
a financial point of view? Oh, I
suppose it makes a man glow with
pride to bring down an English spar-
row with his shotgun. I suppose he
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swells back to the day when his an-
cestor was a cave-man and slew the
saber-toothed tiger. But they come
into the State of Maine by thou-
sands, and they bring their children,
to show them, forsooth, where the red
deer comes down in the evening to
drink, and call their attention to the
wonderful—

At this point the Senate came in
and a joint convention was formed.

IN CONVENTION

The President of the Senate in the
Chalir.

The Chair appointed Senator Dav-
ies of Cumberland and Representa-
tive Barnes of Houlton a committee
to notify his Excellency, the Gov-
ernor and guests that the joint con-
vention is now assembled and awaits
their pleasure.

The committee retired and subse-
quently reported that they had at-
tended to the duties with which they
were charged, and asked leave to re-
port that they will attend upon the
convention forthwith.

Thereafter the Governor
guests came in.

" The PRESIDENT: Members of
the joint convention, it gives me
great pleasure to present to you and
welcome to our state in behalf of
the State of Maine, Senator Jones of

and

‘Washington. (Applause, the con-
vention rising.)
Senator JONES: Mr. President

and gentlemen of the convention: In
the fall of 1884, as an awkward coun-
try boy looking forward with much
pleasure to the casting of his first
vote, I attended a great meeting in
Evansville, Indiana, gathered from
southern Illinois and all around in
Indiana. The Republicans of that
section, with their brass bands and
glee clubs and all that sort of thing,
created in Evansville the ideal of the
young man in politics of that time.
I also remember that on going home
that night in a crowded train, pret-
ty tired, with my best girl with me,
that before we got home she got
her head on my shoulder. She is
still my best girl. (Applause.) We
had just been attending a meeting,

or a great rally, addressed by “the
Plumed Knight of Maine,” James G.
Blaine. (Applause.) I little thought
then that I would be welcomed by
the convention of hijs state in his
home city, and it is with peculiar
pleasure that I meet you. .

Thist is my first vigit to the State
of Maine. I have long desired to
come here and see the state and the
people who have had so much to do
during the last fifty years with the
political history and development of
this country. No state in the Union
has had such an influence in Con-
gress and the councils of the nation
as the State of Maine. Frye and
Hale and Blaine and Fessenden and
Milliken and Dingley and Boutelle
and Littlefield, and many others that
could be named, are names that are
known all over the land, names of
men who directed destiny in the
halls of Congress during many
yvears. And so I am very glad indeed
to be here,

Furthermore, I am glad to be here
because I come from the far west-
ern state, northwestern state of
Washington, to which many of your
best citizens have gone, and we have
found them there among the very
best of our citizens, sturdy, staunch,
true Americans, and splendid citi-
zens in everything that that signi-
fies. They have done much toward
the upbuilding of our state, and they
have shown themselves there just as
they no doubt did here, to be among
the best of the earth. I am glad to
have in part the honor of represent-
ing men of that character, and I am
pleased to come to their home state
so that T may take a message back
to them—if I ever get a chance to
go back—as to how things are com-
ing along here.

Now I do mnot come with any
special message to you in this sec-
tion. I am simply glad to come, as
I say, expressing greetings from the
state of Washington to the people
of the State of Maine. We have
many: interests in common. There
are many activities of the govern-
ment that our people are interested
in that are of vital importance to
you. I shall not take your time
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to .discuss them at any length. I am
simply going to suggest one or two
matters, and I do not consider that
this is a time when anything of a
partisan character should be dis-

cussed. We are all citizens of this
great country of ours. And I am
glad that partisanship is not so

strong as it used to be. There is not
80 much real partisanship in the
country now, I think, as there wuas
at the time of my first trip that I
have referred to. I remember dur-
ing that campaign that I tried to
make a few speeches. I do not
think they had very much influence
on the votors, but they seemed to
arouse some of my friends to a very
considerable degree. I remember
that some of my good friends re-
fused to go to Sunday school because
1 attended there, because I had made

some speeches of a certain charac-
ter; and 1 remember also the day

when they had a great long torch-
light procession in my town and they
told me that I probably had better
stay in-—I probably better not go out
on tihe streets that night.

‘Well, those things and those times
have passed away. I am 1really sor-
ry that the torchlight procession
seems to have passed away because
we used to have a mighty good time
—1 know that. But I am glad that

those Nnarrow, intense, parti-
san conditions have passed away
and that we are coming more and
more to loo': at these great ques-

tions that confront our people in
a patriotic and American way rath-
er than with narrow, restricted par-
tisanship. I think it is a mighty
good thing for the country. It is a
mighty good thing for the people
that we can do that. And the fur-
ther we get away from partisan pol-
itics, especially along great funda-
mental principles of difference, the
better it will be for us, And there
are not many questions that there is
really a fundamental difference
among our people upon. There are
a few. There are enough to make
party lines and party divisions, and
in my judgment we cannot have a
really effective government in this
country without parties, political or-

ganizations for the people to hold re-
sponsible for carrying out great
fundamental ideas of government.
Therc is one question that the peo-
ple of our State are very much
interested in at the present time, and
I think vou are, and that is the devel-
opment of American shipping. I re-
member that the State of Maine has
tLeer active along those lines. I re-
member, since T entered Congress,
one of your great leaders Senator
Frve of Maine, took a very earnest
and patriotic interest in the question
of ihe development of an American
merchant marine. We were not able

to  pass legixlation that it was
thought would develop it. The war
has come on. We have invested

about three billicns of dollars in the
building of ships. These ships be-
ling to the government. We have a
merchant marine. The great ques-
tion is: Are we going to keep it? The
great question is: Are we going to
maintain it and operate it and keep
it going under the American flag? [
hope that we will. (Applause.) I
would like to see American ships in
every pori of the world’s commerce..
I would like to see the American flag
flying «ver ships carrying our prod-
uce, vmimed by Americans, and car-
rying ilhe princinles of Americanism
all over the world., T believe when
this war is finally concluded by its
trealy of peace, that we will have one
of thy gieatest merchant marines n
the wcorld I want us to keep it
How &re we going to do it? The
ships belong to the government, and
of coutse the great question is: Shall
they bs operated by the government
or shall they he operated by private
capital. I am not going to discuss
that question at this time., I am
simply going to say this, that I hope
that we can devise legislation under
whiclh American ships can be oper-
ated as American ships and under the
American flag. And I want to say
this, that whatever is deemed neces-
sary to bring about that great ac-
complishment, 1 am going to favor.
(Applause.) And I would like to see
those people who are interested
financially in American ghipping,
those people who are .interested as
laborers in American shipping, and
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the American business man who is
interested in having American trans-
portation for his produce—I would
like to see them get together, put
partisanship aside, lay aside their
Democracy, lay aside their Republi-
canism, keep in mind only the glory
and welfare of the American Repub-
lic, and see if they cannot devise
some way under which the American
flag can continue over these ships
and that they may be sailed, carry-
ing our products throughout the ends

of the earth in competition with
other nations. (Applause.)
We must remember this, that

other nations, when this war is con-
cluded, are going to look after their
interests. Great Britain is going to
look after Great Britain’s interest.
France is going to look after the in-
terests of France. And Great Britain
is going to do everything in her
power to maintain her supremacy on
the sea in a commercial way. And
if we do not look after the interests
of the United States, there isn’t any-
body that is going to do it. I want
to see our people, and our represen-
tatives, and our different interests
get together, with the idea of pro-
moting and advancing the interests
of this country, all our industries, all
our business. That is not only legiti-
mate, in my judgment, but it is
patriotic. It is American. So I
reiterate, if it should be my great
fortune to be placed at the head of
the committee in the Senate that was
s0 long and so ably filled by the great
senator from Maine, Iy, Frye, 1
propose to do everything that I
possibly can to promote the develop-
ment and growth and operation of
an American merchant marine. (Ap-
plause.)

Then we are greatly interested in
our section of the country in the
development of water power. You
may not be so directly interested in
governmental action as we are, and
vet I note by the papers that you
as a legislative body are dealing with
this question looking towards the de-
velopment of the water powers in
this state. We have in our State
over eight rnillions of horse-power
possible of development. It istied up.
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It is held up. Nothing is being done
because of the failure of the national
government to pass legislation under
which development could take place.
Our people are anxious to see some-
thing done. Why is it that noth-
ing has been done? Simply because
of the contention between two great
ideas as to how it should be con-
trolled, as to what control or lack
of control! the national government
should exercise with reference to
these great powers. I hope and I
believe that during the present Con-
gress legislation along these lines
will be enacted under which the mil-
lions of horse-power throughout this
country of ours that are now going
to waste will be developed and great
industries grow up, great interests
be promoted, valuable property al-
most in fact be created. It will be
of tremendous benefit not only to
our State, your State, but to the
nation as a whole. And so we are
hoping that Congress in a patriotic
way, in a non-partisan way, in a
way looking solely to the welfare of
the people of this country and the
development of their industries and
the growth of their business, will act
upon this very important subject. Y
believe that legislation will be pass-
ed before this Congress is over.

Now, Mr. President and gentlemen
of the convention, a word or two
about a proposition that there is
really no difference of opinion upon,
and a matter that I suppose we talk
about sometimes when we feel that
there isn’t anything else to talk
about that we want to talk about,
and yet it is a matter that in my
judgment cannot be talked about
too much at this time—and that is,
I want to say just a word or two
about Americanism and about the
enforcement of the law and the rev-
erence of our people and the devo-
tion of our people for the law. We
talk about Bolshevism, and I. W.
W.ism, and radicalism, and all that
sort of thing, and probably you peo-
ple think that we way out in Wash-
ington, haven't very much out there
but Bolshevists and I. W. W.'s and
all that sort of thing. Well, we have

a good many out there that have
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not grown out there. 'They have
come from the East. (Laughter and
applause.) I do not know that there
are many who have come from the
State of Maine, but where do they
come from? They come from the
great congested centers of the coun-
try. They came from the cities of
New York and Chicago and Phila-
delphia and St. Louis, these great
congested places where the riffraff
and the scum and the bad elements
from all sections of the world seem
to congregate. They came out into
our country, and from information
that I have had, the indications are
that they came oyt there to a cer-
tain extent with a well-defined pur-
pose of endeavoring to overthrow
our system of government as it is
established in the particular locality.
They came out to Seattle in our
state and we had a great strike—a
great strike in our shipyards, 25,-
000 men out of emplovment. These
men from different sections in the
country seemed to think that this
was their opportunity. They came
into Seattle, flocked there, controlled
the labor unions, ordered a sympa-
thetic strike, and 65,000 men went
out on a strike—65,000 idle men in
a city of three or four hundred thou-
sand people. They said, We will
take possession of the street car
lines and we will run them; we will
furnish assistants and attendants at
the hospitals; we will furnish milk
for the babies and those who are
suffering; we will maintain order; we
will do all this.

‘What about our local authorities?
What about the duly constituted au-
thorities to maintain order and run
the public institutions, look after the
public health and all that sort of
thing? They seemed to disregard
them. But we had at the head of
the government of that city a man
who believes in American institu-
tions, in  American principles, in
American laws, and we had behind
him an American citizenship that
believed in law and in order, and
with the backing of this American
citizenship Mayor Hanson said, “I
propose to execute the law, I pro-
pose to maintain order, I propose

to protect life and property.”

~1
W
fuy

And
he did it. (Applause.)

Why is it, my friends,
example creates so much surprise
and amazement throughout the
country? Why is it that the very
fact that an executive officer main-
tains and upholds the law should
cause so much comment? Why, I
am glad that we praise an execu-
tive officer when he does his duty.
But we ought to have such a pub-
lic sentiment throughout this coun-
try that no public executive of-
ficer would dare not to do his
duty. My friends, if we would have
the spirit of Americanism control and
direct the destinies of our people, we
must have reverence for law and devo-
tion to its enforcement stronger and
deeper-seated than it appears to be.
Men in high position, men In every po-
sition, should recognize that the very
life of the republic is reverence and
observance of law and the maintenance
of order. There are thousands of peo-
ple, T haven’'t any doubt, who have
come over to this country believing
that it iz a country of license, belev-
ing it is a country of liberty without
law. They must learn there isn’t any
liberty in a republic except liberty un-
der law. (Applause.)

We have men throughout the country
today denouncing legislation because
they say it takes away their personal
Hbertv—legislation approved and adopt-
ed and enarted by the great majority
of the people of this country. These
men who come here claiming that they
have the personal liberty to do what
thev please should be taught—and the
quicker it is done the better for our in-
stitutions—that no man has the per-
sonal right in a republic to do what the
majority have said shall not be done,
(Applanse.) This iz the real essence
of Americanism. This is what T want
to see taught everywhere and at all
times, to see our people who know our
In-titutions, who know our principles,
who believe in our institutions and who
believe in our princivles—I want to see
them a MUving exemplar from day to
day of the spirit of Americanism,
which is the spirit of liberty under
law, . justice under law, without whicn
a republic cannot exist,

that his



752

- And so in line with this I want to
ses an Americanism that knows no flag
except the Stars and Stripes (prolonged
applause). I want to see an American-
ism that will insist throughout this
broad land of ours that the publiz
school shall be made the vehicle of but
one language (applause) and that is
the language that means justice and
Iiberty, law and order. When we do
that, when we insist upon that and se-
cure it, we will have one great hom-
ogeneous, powerful people, animated by
one thought, one motive, one aspiration,
one hope. and that is that these one
hundred and ten millions of people
here on this western hemisphere shall
be the beacon light, carrying liberty,
justice and democracy to all the cor-
ners of the earth, maintaining at home
equa'ity under the law, liberty withou:
licence—a real, genuine, permanent,
iberty-loving Americanism. (Ap-
plause).

The PRESIDENT: The purpose for
which this convention was called hav-
ing been accomplished, the Senate will
retire to the Senate chamber,

‘Whereupon the Senate retired,

IN THE HOUSE

The Speaker in the Chair.

Mr. BARNES of Houlton resumes:
Now if we can divert from the con-
sideration of great problems of state-
craft, if vou can just hear the tinkle
of a forest brook, if you will get right
back to the idea of what is best for
those two weeks’ vacation! As the
Senate came In I was discussing wiin
you just a bit as to what it is that
brings into the State of Maine thous-
ands from the outside, men, women
and their familles. As I was saying, the
wise father and mother bring their chil-
dren here that they may see the won.
derful developments of nature in the
wilds, Is it worth while? Now to a res-
fdent up along the fringe of the woods,
it means a great deal. During the last
12 months he hasg labored from an hour
before sunrise in the morning—four
hours before you get up--until after
dark at night, day after day, and he
stored ‘his produce in his cellar ana 1t
fs worth today 50 per cent. of what it
cost him in cash, let alone his labor;
but last fail after the season opened,
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and after the frost came, he had 30 or
40 days in which as a guide he earned
money enough to buy the flour for this
winter and to pay his taxes this spring.
Now he is interested. Are you? Down
on the coast of Maine by law we sayv
that the seagull shall not be shot, 8o
that the residents may enjoy the grace-
ful motions of those beautiful birds.
Up in the back woods, from the very
selfish interest, we say that the game
ghould not be shot off so that those
who have the money may come in and
bring some of their money there to
help us.

Now when I began to know the woods
of Maine it was just before the days
when the B. & A. came up through

there and the year before the
right of way was created 1
went with a party to Katahdin,

leaving the west branch of the Pernob-
scot river, For 30 miles the Appalachian
Club of Boston and spotted a trail
and cut out a little of the under-
brush from the Penobscot up to
Caucomgomuc Lake, over across the
Katahdin Lake and up to the pinna-
cle of Mount Xatahdin, and they
brought up the first camera that ev-
er went to Katahdin. That is get-
ting back. Just as my father could
remember when there was not a cot-
tage along the shores of Casco Bay,
so can 1 remember when this des-
truction of game began, that s,
when the people bega:. to consider
it profitable to go into the forests.
Now eight years after that trail
was spotteC—this is to show how
thick the game was—another fel-
low and I took a party up on to
Katahdin. The caribou were so thick
there that they had made an open
road from the crossing of Caucom-
gomus Lake up to the top of Mount
Katahdin. On any fine day you
could see the caribou come out on
the table-land of the mountain and
stand there and look off for long,
long minutes. I have seen the cari-
bou go until there is not one in
Maine. Talk about herring being
afraid of a weir! The caribou were
shot and harried and driven until
many were killed and the rest mi-
grated over to Canada.

I have seen the moose brought
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down to such a position that a man
who loves game and who would be
willing to pay the price would have
to stay in the woods of Maine a
whole month long to see one good set
of antlers. There were cows in
plenty and the bulls were young
ones. We have had close time on
them for four years. Since the auto-
mobile has come in I have seen the
deer reduced to such a condition that
no sporting camp owner dares guar-
antee a head these days, and I have
seen men carrying down to the sta-
tion on their way home the body of
a little fawn that you could hold in
your two hands.

Now, gentlemen, we can reduce the
game supply in Maine. Shall we do
that or shall we preserve it? What
has that got to do with this matter?
Just this: When the B. and A. was
opened up there, the greatest sport-
ing country we knew was Twin Lake
from Staceyville and Grindstone to
Katahdin. It was just as thick with
‘game as you can imagine, and in
from other states by railroad came
crowds of men who stopped their
private cars or their chartered cars,
right there and they infested that
wilderness until now you can rake
it with a finetooth comb and you
find nothing large enough but what
it will go right in between the teeth
of the comb; and that same class of
men are now going way up there
and turning around toward Masardis
on the Ashland branch. It is done
in this way: They bring all their
supplies, provisions, and their tent-
ing outfit, and they come just before
the open season. The crowd stays
eight or ten days, and before they
80, along comes another crowd and
another. They care nothing for the
Maine game. If it is a warm season
and the deer have not left the water,
the sportsmen will float our lakes in a
canoe in the evening, and they will
shoot cvery living thing they see, or
shoot at it. An American citizen
would not do that, A deer that
weighed one hundred pounds last
Year was worth 20 in the woods.
What do they care about our game?
They are brought up with the idea
that Johnnie must have a gun

Just about as

enough
every-
and
the

just as soon as he is big
to hold it, and must shoot
thing he sees. They come
they do not bring a cent into
state. They do not hire any
guides. They set up their tents
and stay until the first of December,
and their fi‘ends come and go. They
come from every state in the Union
and they are cleaning out the game.

Now what can a warden do? The
warden meets one of them in the
woods. The warden is just a good
citizen of the locality. He meets
one of them in the woods, a man
with a burr on his tongue like a
New Yorker, and he is suspicious
of him. The man says he comes
from Eastport, over toward the
Canadian line; and they talk there
they do in New
York! Perhaps the man speaks
French, and he asks him “Where do
vou come from?” “Why I am from
Biddeford and you can go plumb to
the devil. 1 am a Maine citizen and
I am going to shoot”” What is a
warden going to do? If the warden
arrested the man, he would have to
take him fifty miles before he could
reach a trial justice, and then the
fellow would say that he was a cit-
izen of the State of Maine, and the
warden would go home and would
not get a cent. What do we want?
We want the non-resident to pay a
$15.00 license, and he would be de-
lighted to do so. They have to pay
more for them in Canada or in any
of the progressive states of the Un-
ion. We want to make the non-
resident pay his license and know
who he is and where he is from and
how many deer he takes out. You
take a grea*t big Marmon car run-
ning by your place at three o’clock
in the morning and you cannot tell

“whether there is one deer or 17 in

it. The deer are not going out on
the railroad these days, they are go-
ing out in the automobiles, and in
that way we have no knowledge of
what they are doing. We are after
the non-residents, and we have been
after them for six years. When we
started out, we started out alone—
for men who loved the game; and
the first men we came to were the
men shooting birds over dogs. They
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saw the point and now we have got
them in the western part of the State
and the southern part of the State
and everywhere, and a majority in
every county but one in the State.
I will guarantee to address any
audience in any county in the
State of Maine, and if you will give
me just 35 minutes, I will give you
three-quarters of the vote of every-
one in the audience. We have got
all but one county, and certain men
in certain cities must see the bug-
aboo they are bothering about
as to the expense. Twenty-five cents
for a man to send hi® whole family to
the movies four nights a week!
Twenty-five cents once in 365 days
from the fellow who pays $1.75 for a
box of chocolates to give somebody’s
else girl! Twenty-five cents will
ruin the man! This is like the fakir
who used to sell medicine on the
street in Houlton ‘“Just a dollar. Ten
dimes will neither make, break a
man or set him up in business.” What
is twenty-five cents once a year?
Leave it to the boy and I will tell
you that he will save his pennies so
that he can go to the town clerk and
register as an honest hunter in the
State of Maine. Let them shoot at
targets. A man has got to be able
to shoot at still objects before he is
fit to shoot at wild life. Too young!
Oh, I had to go into the woods one
time and bring Jut a little fellow
fourteen years old who was shot in
the ankle, and when I got him to his
father and mother, he was dead, and
the mother was pretty nearly dead.
Boys ought not to have guns until
after they are fourteen years old
unless their parents are with them all
the time. They ought not to go into
the woods unless somebody goes with
them. If you want the boy to have
a gun before he is sixteen, all you
have got to do is to write a note to
the town clerk and he can have it.
We have to put a litle fee on it be-
cause the town clerk has got to issue
the papers and it costs something to
print. It is only fifteen cents for the
town clerk and ten cents for the re-
cording and printing.

Now they say it makes a criminal
of a2 man to be out without his li-
cense. Now in the back woods I
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have got some reputation as a law-
yer. It has not circulated around
much, but the wind may shift some
day. At any rate, I will put my repu-
tation against anybody who wants to
go on record on this proposition;
“Failure to produce such certificate
or satisfactory evidence of the issu-
ance of same” puts you in a class
where you ought to be punished.
‘What is satisfactory evidence of the
issuance of same? The warden will
80 to the telephone. Say my home is
I#land Falls, and he calls up the town
clerk of Island Falls. Now there is
not a place in Aroostook County but
what every man, woman and child
knows the name of every soul in it.
He calls up Island Falls, and he
says: “Is John Jones a citizen of
Island Falls?”’ ‘No, there ain’t no
Jones here,” and the fellow that tells
you he was an Island Fall® man when
he was not was a liar and criminal.
His certificate has got to be with him
or satisfactory evidence that it was
issued to him—not a bit worse than
the driver of an automobile has to
have—and the evidence of the fire-
arm in your possession without the
certificate, or getting satisfactory ev-
idence of the issuance of the certifi-
cate, is prima facie evidence of hunt-
ing in violation of this act.

Now, anybody who has ever prac-
ticed law knows what “Prima facie”
means. If they did not work this
Latin on us, we would get along very
much better. “Prima facie,” like the
word ‘“unconstitutional,” is sufficient
to scare scme men into their boots,
and ‘“‘prima facie” is the greatest club
that some men can wield when they
cannot think of anything else to say.
Why, prima facie evidence amounts
to abeolutely nothing. When the
least little scintilla of real evidence
pops up. “prima facie” is gone.

Now maybe you do not care any-
thing about it, but think it over, gen-
tlemen. Is the game worth preserv-
ing as long as we have the timber-
lands? And, gentlemen, we will have
the timberlands just as long as your
descendants speak English. Is it
worth while, so long as we have the
timberlands, to give an opportunity
for people to go into the woods, and
on the shore of a lake, look up at an
old dead pine stub and wonder how
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the osprey could take that large
amount of cord wood and put in on
the  top of that old pine stub and
arrange the nest without any adhe-
sive stuff or binder, and it stays there
through the storms of winter for ten
long years; or how the oriole with
her little shuttle will weave out of
nothing a nest that holds her family
and herself and always on so slight
a twig that a large bird cannot stand
on it, and always with so long a pen-
dant that so long a necked bird as
the hawk cannot stand on it and
reach down and pick out her off-
spring.

Gentlemen, I am a crank on some
subjects. I taught school for years,
and I tell you that I know as an edu-
cational proposition you want to save
the game of the State of Maine, and
you want to change your habit of va-
cations. Do not send your wife and
children off to the seashore or to the
White I.ights of the Great City.
Take your boys and your girls with
you and go up and engage an outright
Maine guide, of the wise, soft-spoken,
intelligent, gentle kind. Try it once
and you will be just as big a crank
on the subject as Barnes.

I hope, Mr. Speaker, that the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from Lisbon (Mr. Clason) will be
adopted.

My, BRAGDON of Perham: Mr.
Speaker and gentlemen, after listen-
ing, as has been suggested, to the
remarks of lawyers and theoriste of
the cities and large towns of the
State, and having given patient at-
tention to the gentleman from Houl-
ton (Mr. Barnes), who has spoken in
behalf of the residents of the back
lots, which he assumes to represent,
I hope yvou will extend the same
courtesy to one of the real ruralists. I
am not attempting 1o lure the mem-
bers of this House up to the point
where in their imagination they will
be allowed to sleep by the warbling
of the feathered songsters, but 1
wish to call to your attention one
or two matters as they appear to a
plain rvesident of the State.

Now it has been told us that the
fish and game department was ab-
solutely in need of this law; that
theyv needed it to get after the non-

residents. Let us consider for a
moment just how that will affect the
non-residents. Where do the most
of our non-resident hunters come
from? I think you will answer me
that they come from Boston, New
York, Philadelphia, and those places,
and that on their way down here to
Maine they come through a town
known as Portland. Now I want
to say that while Portland might be
regarded as a straggling village in
some states, that here in Maine we
have to regard it as some town; and
I think it is safe to assume that
the city clerk of Portland is not ac-
quainted with all of the residents
of that municipality. Now it occurs
to me that when these non-resident
hunters are coming in here from
New York, Philadelphia, and those
places, they may perhaps pass
through the city of Portland, and it
might occur to them that instead of
getting a non-resident hunter’s li-
cense at a cost of fifteen dollars,
they might go to the city clerk and
take out a resident hunter’'s license.
I know that we have been told that
this is provided for and that the
clerk shall satisfy himself that the
applicant is a resident of this State.
It provides a fee of fifteen cents
for the town clerk for doing this
business. Just how far fifteen cents
goes in the city of Portland in pay-
ing for clerical work, and in mak-
ing examinations to satisfy the clerk
as to the residence of the applicant
I do not know; but I have an idea
that in some instances he may take
the statement of the hunter as to
his residence.

It is said also that if we make false
representations in regard to this that
penalties are provided; but the hunt-
er comes into the State and stays
a week or two, gets his game, and
goes back again to New York or
Philadelphia. How is your warden
going to get at him?

I contend, gentlemen, that this
will not help the department in the
least in compelling non-residents to
take out non-resident licenses.

I will not weary you to any great
extent by what I have to say; but
I want to say that last week I went
up through the State of Maine,
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through one of the grandest game
regions of the world, and I found
that the people of that section had
their eyes upon us. They knew what
we were doing just as well as we
knew it, and I found that they were
particularly interested in regard to
how this resident hunters’ license
law was coming on; and in the sev-
eral hundred miles that I road, go-
ing up and back, I talked with quite
a number of people about it, and
about nine out of ten asked what
the Legislature was going to do with
this damned resident hunters’ license
law, and the tenth man would per-
haps be a clergyman or some kind of
a conscientious objector, and he
would ask the question in a differ-
ent language. (Laughter and ap-
plause.)

Yes, gentlemen, the people of this
State have got their eyes on us and
know what we are doing, and we
cannot pause in our deliberations to
pile up a great many ghastly jokes,
if T may be permitted to use the
classical language of the newspapers,
without the people back home know-
ing about it. I want to suggest that
if we pass this law that some of
you had better come here with your
minds made up to stay until we re-
peal the direct primary law, because,
if you do not, you certainly will be
sorry for it.

Mr. Speaker, T move that when the
vote is taken on this question, it be
by the yeas and nays, because I, for
one, have no objection to my con-
stituents knowing how I voted upon
this matter.

Mr. HINCKLEY of South Port-
land: Mr. Speaker, it strikes me that
the gentleman from Houlton (Mr.
Barnes) has brought this matter to
us in exactly the light it should be
presented. He has lined it up very
clearly and very distinctly as a ques-
tion with the sporting camp owners,
the guides, and the non-residents on
one side and the residents of the
State of Maine on the other. He
has suggested that the gentleman
who spoke previously had, as an at-
torney, delivered his argument for
his clients. I accept that statement
as true, but I want to say to you
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men that my only clients in this
matter, and my only clients in any
matter which I shall discuss before
you during this session will be the
men and women and the boys and
girls of the State of Maine. My
only interest is their interest, and
when a question comes up and the
men and women and boys and girls
of the State of Maine have no op-
portunity to be heard, and have no
opportunity to come here and speak
for themselves, then I will endeavor
to the best of my ability to voice
what I Dbelieve is their sentiment,
and protect what I believe is their
right.

Now, Mr. Speaker and gentlemen,
I just wish to take up one or two
of these matters very briefly that
were discussed by the gentleman
from Houlton (Mr. Barnes). I be-
lieve in discussing these matters
fairly and frankly. I do not be-
lieve in covering them up with legal
verbiage so they cannot be under-
stood by the average man—by the
members of this Legislature. I stat-
ed, if you remember, and my argu-
ment was to the effect that this
amendment did not take care of the
man who did not have the license,
who happened to be hunting per-
chance on his own land as the
amendment provided he should. I
still maintain that as a fact, and
that particular matter was not dis-
cussed or was not mentioned by
the distinguished gentleman from
Houlton (Mr. Barnes); but he
tries to cover the matter up ap-
parently and blind your eyes by
throwing the dust, which is of
course natural to an attorney
who is arguing the matter. 1 am
going to read again a part of the sec-
tion I read before as follows: “Fallure
to produce such certificate, or satis-
factory evidence of the issuance of
same, upon such request shall constitute
a violation of this act.”” It is true that
if g person is apprehended and has mo
certificate, he can explain the faet
that he has a certificate or give satis-
factory evidence that he has, but he
has no right to explain why he hag not
one. That is the proposition, and that
is why this amendment is no good—why
it does not mean anything,
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Then he talks about prima facie evi-
dence, That it does not amount to
anything, and that which is simply a
particle of evidence will turn prima
facie. 'That is true; but prima facie
evidence, if you are arresting men
without a license, means this: that you
have got to go into court and defendd
vourself, That is what prima facie
evidence means—that on the face of
it you are guilty and the law says you
must explain, and you have got to ex-
plain and vou have got to go into court
to explain.

It is true, perhaps, that the game of
this State is being depleted, but who is
depleting it? 1Is it the resident of the
State of Maine? There was plenty of
game ‘n this State until the commission
was organizel, and they made this a
hunting spot for the nation—plenty of
game he-e vntil that time. It is the
man from New York and Boston and
Philadelphia and the large centers of
this country who is depleting the game
in this State. Is there any doubt about
that? If it is true, as the gentleman
from Houlton (Mr. Barnes. says, that
if a resident of the State of Maine is
found without a license .and it can be
telephoned into his town, where every-
body knows when one changes from
rubbers to overshoes, why cannot the
same thing be done when vou catch a
person whom you suspect of being a
non.resident? And if the commission
in this State is in a position or frame
of mind so that they cannot find a way
of catching the non-resident poacher
without penalizing a matter of 700 citi-
zens of the State of Maine, then we had
better get a new commission. That is
what it means, men. They say that
this 1s the only way they can enforce
the law by foreing hundreds of thous-
ands of people in the State of Maine to
take out a license. It may be that &
cents does not mean anything to the
gentleman from Houlton (Mr. Barnes),
who pays $1.75 for a box of chocolates
and his children go four times a week
to the movies, but T will say to you
men that a large majority of the citi-
zens of the State do not spend $1.75 for
a pound box of chocolates, and the
large majority of them are mnot in a
position to send their children four
nights a week to the moving pictures,

because frequently they do not have
them anyway in their town. Those are
the people who are being affected here,
It is a question between these special
interests and the great mass of the
people, 25 cents men! There was a
time when 25 cents looked larger to me
than any amount of money does today.
There are many thousands of boys and
men in this State of Maine today to
whom 25 cents does look large. One
dollar and seventy-five cents for a box
of cartridges! Yes, to a man who is
a professional hunter; but the boy who
lives on the farm does not buy a box
of cartridges. He takes his old shot-
gun, he loads his own shells, and he
shoots a partridge perchance once 2
vear, He does not spend a dollar and
seventy-five cents for a box of care
tridges, and those are the fellows we
want to protect. I agree with the gen-
tlemen who just spoke, and I say that
if this Legislature passes this bill, if
this majority votes in favor of it, I
warn you men--and I think I know the
temper and the sentiment of the people
of men—I tell you that it will mean

10,000 votes to our party. Take your
chances if you dare to.
Mr. BERRY of Waterville: Mr.

Speaker, I will take your attention but
just a moment. I thank God, gentlemen
of this House, that I am not playing
politics with the game interests of the
State of Maine; that T care not whether
T ever receive a vote from the con-
stituents which I represent in Water-
ville or not. I shall vote in favor of
this measure. It was my privilege two
vears ago to sit as a member of that
committee, and I know something of the
game interests. The gentleman from
South Portland (Mr. Hinckley) calls at-
tention to thé largeness of that 10-cent
piece. I recall nearly 50 years ago
when 1 was a boy and thought a 10-
cent piece lookec large; but T want to
ask you gentlemen if the times have
not changed? I want to know how far
you think that 10-cent piece will go
today. The quicker vou get down to
brass tacks and cut out the question
of politics and get back to the conser-
vation of interests in the fish ana
game, the quicker you will get at
something tangible.

T would like to inquire of the gentle-
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man how he would arrange for the
wardens of this State to catch poach-
ers? It seems to me the easiest and
pest solution is that proposed in the
bill, that the nominal sum of 25 cents
be placed upon the hunters, and 1 agree
with the gentleman from Houlton in
what he said that the boy would be
proud to pay his little fee and have
the right to hunt, Gentlemen, I hope
this amendment will prevail,

Mr, OLEARY of Bangor: Mr.
Speaker and gentlemen of the House,
it was my pleasure earlier in the ses-
sion to present to this body petitions
of remonstrants against the passage
of this bill, aggregating 1200 or more,
residents of the city of Bangor and
vicinity, Accordingly I feel it my duty
to protest with them against the pas.
sage of this m.easure. Among those
petitions was one signed by over 88
members of the Bangor high school
and I am proud to stand here as a rep-
resentative of that number. After an
investigation among the people of my
city I found only one man who was in
favor of the passage of this measure,
and he was a warden. After consider-
ation T have come to the conclusion
that the fish and game commission of
the State of Maine is to be a burden
upon the people. I agree with the gen-
tleman from South Portland (Mr,
Hinckley) that if the fish and game
commission cannot enforce the hunting
laws of this State, attention should be
paid either to the commission or to
some of the laws other than a law like
this. I hope, gentlemen of the House.
that you will take into consideration
the feelings of the people, and realize
that if laws are going to be enforced
they should be enforced by the proper
officers of the State, with the laws that
we have ,and not put an extra burden
upon the people. I trust that the ino-
tion of the gentleman from Brewer
(Mr. Small) that this measure be in-
definitely postponed will prevail.

Mr. COLCORD of Searsport: Mr,
Speaker and gentlemen of the-House:
1 think perhaps we are geiting away
from the dquestion. During my week
cnas at home I have tried 1o get hold
of the sentiment of the people in my
saction. 1 represent, as we all do,
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soinewhere in the neighborhcod of 3000
pecple—men, women and children, They
kncw all about this hunting law here,
just as well as we do here; that is, they
diccussed it and I tried to get the sen-
timent—the opinion—and 1 asked several
if they would go around and get up 2
petition that I would vote according
to the wishes ¢f the largest number
of voters. Finally they said that if I
did not know the situation over here
well enough, having all the evidence in
my possession to vote intelligently
then they had made a mistake in send-
ing me here. Gentlemen, I favor the
resident hunter’s registration law and
I shall vote for it,

Mr, MAHER of Augusta: Mr. Speak-
er, I assure the House that I will take
but a very brief time. I have endeav.
ored to approach this question <‘airly.
I have always felt that I should like to
sit on the jury, and, as I have heard
this discussion pro and con, I have en-
deavored to keep an absolutely open
and impartial mind, because T represent
perhaps a small minority of the State
of Maine who never fired a gun. There-
fore T am in no way familiar with the
technical aspects of the game situa-
tion. Now we have had before this
T.egislature a very progressive meas-
ure with reference to a lobby. and we
have had what is called the lobby act’
This morning we have heard very t-
tractive generalities both in favor of
this bill and opposed to it. We have
generalities stated in elequent terms
by the gentleman from South Portland
(Mr. Hinckley) to which we will all
subseribe, and with which very few
would dare to take exception. On the
other hand, a very attractive presenta-
tion cf the idea’ side of the question
by the gentleman from Houlton (Mr.
Barnes),

Now the practical thing that appeals
to me is this: The general purpose of
the act as stated by its supporters
and advocates certainly is sound and
there certainly is some demand for it.
The reasons given in the objection to
it are generalities; and T am moved
to wonder if they are the true reasons.
I think perhaps there is something
here that we are not getting, and that
brings me back to my suggestion with
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reference to the lobby bill, because with
all the discussion of this, that or the
other matter I have yet to see here in
the corridors of this building as well
organized, well disciplined, and thor-
oughly experienced a lobby upon any
subject, working and conversing by
day and working and soliciting by
night as there is opposed to this meas-
ure. Now the jentlemen representing
both parties in the lobby are gentle~
men of long experience—they are friends
of mine and I like to see them attain
their worthy objects—but they are not
gentlemen who as a rule are actuated
either by entirely disinterested motives
or abgolutely utilitarian purposes. In
other words, there is usually a call, and
I have looked this bill over very care-
fully as a layman and as a non-hunter
to see if there was anything in it that
would afford a valid reason for their
opposition and it is well covered up; in
plain parlance, and using the nomencla-
ture which would be quite fitting with
reference to game—*‘it’'s a bird,” but
it 18 here. I think the bottom of page
two and top of page three show the
real reason, or at least appears so to
me, for opposition to this bill. It pro-
vides among other non-essential things
that a man holding a registration card,
or certificate, or questionnaire, what-
ever you want to term it, that it “shall
authorize the person so registering to
hunt and kill such wild birds and wild
animals as may be legally hunted in
their respective open seasons and in
the manner provided by law on any
lands on which hunting or killing is not
forbidden by law.” Now by a striking
coincidence, I notice that certain of
these gentlemen whom I had previously
adverted to as in that lobby opposed
to this measure—by a striking coinci-
dence my mind traces right up a con-
nection in prior activities and present
affiliations with certain big interests
that are very much interested in the
extensive lands of Maine, wild and oth-
erwise, that are controlled hy great
corporations, and methinks that gentle-
mun may not control all of those lands
now under the statute. The statute
is pretty broad with reference to tres-

pass, with reference to protection
against fire and protection of those
tands, If  there iz enough in the
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statute to warrant an attempt in many
instances to veep off the barefooted boy
and the citizen of the State of Maine

who wants to exercise his God-
given right to shoot in the
open a gun—that perhaps would not

stand the test if taken to the sup-
reme courts of the State of Maine,
that perhaps would not stand the
test if there was any criminal or
civil action against the individual
who disregarded the notice and went
onto those lands; but if we pass this
law the citizens of Maine can go in
and hunt and Kkill and I believe this
will afford an explanation of the op-
position to this measure. However,
until I can understand why the in-
teresting and interested gentlemen
outside the rail are opposing the
honest suggestions of a reputable
department of state, interested in
the welfare of Maine at least so far
as concerns hunting and fishing, I
am going to favor the bill.

Mr. HINCKLEY: Mr. Speaker—
Mr. BARNES: A point of order,
Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman by
having consent can speak again.

Mr. HINCKLEY: Mr. Speaker, I
just wanted to make an explanation.

The SPEAKER: The Chair will
rule that the gentleman has already
spoken twice and he cannot speak
again without consent of the House.

Mr. PIKE of Eastport: Mr. Speak-
er, I came in late, and I gather by
the discussion that there is an
amendment to this bill pending, and
will the chair kindly read the amend-
ment so that I may understand it
before I vote?

(The Cbair reads the amendment.)

Mr. PIKE: With that amendment,

Mr. Speaker, I shall vote for the
bill.
The SPEAKER: The Chair will

state the position of these various
motions. Tne gentleman from Brew-
er, Mr. Small, moved that the bill
be indefinitely postponed. The gen-
tleman from ZLisbon, Mr. Clason,
moves adoption of amendment which
takes precedence to the motion o in-
definitely postpone: and in order to
get at the amendment the Chair will
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give the bill its first reading, the
pending question being the amend-
ment.

The bill then received its first
reading.
The SPEAKER: The question

now is the adoption of the amend-
ment as just read by the Chair and
on this the gentleman from Perham,
Mr. Bragdon, asks for the yeas and
nays, All those who are in favor of
the yeas and nays will rise.

Mr. BRAGDON: Mr. Speaker, 1
think I did not make myself clear.
It is not on the amendment that I
wish the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
withdraws his motion as to that,
and the question is on the adoption
of House Amendment A as read.

A viva voce vote being doubted.

A division of the House was had.

Seventy-nine having voted in the
affirmative and 33 in the negative,
the amendment was adopted.

Mr. HINCKLEY of South Port-
land: Mr. Speaker, I now move that
the bill as amended be indefinitely
postponed, and ask for a yea and nay
vote. .

The SPEAKER: The motion before
the House is a motion to indefinitely
postpone the bill as amended.

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr.
Speaker, is a suggestion in order? In
case the bill with the amendment
might be unsatisfactory to the ma-
jority, I would still hope that the
bill would not be indefinitely post-
poned, because should this amend-
ment be unsatisfactory we would
then offer an amendment limiting it
to the forestry district of Maine, and
that could not be objectionable to
any honest man.

Mr. HINCKLEY: Mr. Speaker, 1
would state that if an amendment is
proposed limiting it strictly to the
forestry district of Maine, and it is
so worded that the interests of the
others are protected, I should vote
in favor of it.

Mr., CLASON of Lisbon: Mr.
Speaker, I am very sorry that that
statement was made because I live in
the southern part of the State, and
we need this law just as much in the
southern part of the State as they do

in the north. It is and should be a
State-wide bill. .

Mr. HINCKLEY: Mr. Speaker,
following the suggestion of the gen-
tleman from Houlton (Mr. Barnes)
if he will say that he will prepare
an amendment limiting this to the
forestry district of Maine, I should
be glad to table it until morning.

Mr. BARNES: Mr. Speaker, if it
is the will of the House to indefinite-
ly postpone this bill we will do it
now. I am ready for the vote and
ask for the question of the indefi-
nite postponement. I hope that the

matter will not be postponed. (Ap-
plause.) :
Mr. ALLAN of Portland: Mr.

Speaker, I do not want to make a
speech; but I would like to enquire
if the gentleman has considered how
this bill is going to affect city
clerks, particularly the city clerk of
Portland. He will not be able to
know the young men who apply to
him for this license. For that rea-
son I am in doubt about this bill to-
day.

Mr. BARNES: If I may be al-
lowed, Mr. Speaker, to answer. I am
granting the city clerk of Portland
the average ordinary intelligence. If
the city clerk of Portland after he
has satisfied himself that a man is a
bona fide resident he will issue a
license.

Mr. ALLAN: Mr. Speaker, it simp-
ly means that anybody who comes
into Portland can get a license with-
out any question. It would be almost
a physical impossibility for the clerk
to do it in a reasonable way.

The SPEAKER: All those who are
in favor of the motion for indefinite
postponement will say aye; those op-
posed no.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion to indefinitely postpone
failed of passage.

On motion by Mr. Clason of Lisbon
the bill received its second readinsg.

Mr. HINCKLEY: The yeas and
nays have been called for, Mr.
Speaker.

The SPEAKER: The Chair under-
stood that the gentleman from Per-
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ham, Mr. Bragdon, withdrew his mo-
tion.

Myr. HINCKLEY: Mr.
made the motion myself.

The SPEAKER: Does the House
wish to recongider its vote whereby
it refused to indefinitely postpone the
bill? All those in favor will say aye;
those opposed no.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion to reconsider failed of pas-
sage.

The bill was then assigned for its
third reading tomorrow morning at
nine o’clock.

Speaker, 1

On motion by Mr. Dutton of Bing-
ham, unanimous coneent was given
to reconsider the vote whereby the
report of the Judiciary Committee
was accepted on An Act relating to
the illegal assessment of taxes cr
abatements thereof; and on further
motion by the same gentleman the
bill and report were tabled for print-
ing, pending acceptance of the report.

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houl-
ton, -

The House recessed until 2 P, M,

e

After Recess

The Chair lays before the House
the first matter specially aseigned,
House Document No. 431, bill, An Act
creating the bureau of animal hus-
bandry, tabled by the gentleman
from North Anson, Mr. Holley, pend-
ing its third reading.

Mr. HOLLEY of North Anson: Mr.
Speaker, I wish to offer an amend-
ment to the title of the bill, and move
its adoption.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from North Anson, Mr. Holley, pre-
sents House Amendment A to House
Document No. 431; “Amend House
Document No. 431, by striking out
the title ‘An Act creating bureau of
animal husbandry’ and by inserting
in place thereof the following words,
so that as amended said title shall
read: ‘An Act to authorize the com-
missioner of agriculture to employ sn
expert in animal husbandry,”” and
moves its adoption.

The amendment was adopted; and
on further motion by the same gen-
tleman, the bill received its third

reading and was passed to be en-
grossed as amended by House
Amendment A.

The Chair lays before the House,
Resolve in favor of the Farmington
State Normal school for construction
of dormitory; also Resolve in favor of
the Western State Normal school at
Gorham, for addition to recitation
building, tabled by the gentleman
from Houlton, Mr. Barnes, pending
reference to committee in concur-
rence.

Mr. BARNES of Houlton. Mr.
Speaker, each of these resolves is
presented by the chairman of the
committee on education and with his
assent I move that they be indefinite-
1y postponed.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion by Mr. Barnes of Houlton,
that the resolves be indefinitely post-
poned, prevailed.

The Chair lays before the House,
Resolve to appropriate money for the
erection of buildings for the Re-
formatory for Women at Skowhegan,
House Document No. 386, tabled by
the gentleman from North Anson, Mr.
Holley, pending its second reading.

Mr. HOLLEY of North Anson: Mr.
Speaker, inasmuch as this resolve
carries $5,000 more than is appro-
priated in the budget program, and
by consent of the gentleman from
Skowhegan (Mr. Smith), who intro-
duced the resolve, T move you that it
lie on the table until Monday, at
which time, if the House is in session,
I will offer an amendment which will
cause the resolve to conform to the
budget.

Thereupon the bill was re-tabled
and specially assigned for Monday,
March 24th,

The SPEAKER: With the permis-
sion of the House, we will pass over
the matter tabled by the gentleman
from South Portland (Mr. Hinckley),
ag he is not present,

The Chair lays before the House,
Resolve appropriating money to pro-
vide offices for adjutant general’s
department and fireproof apartments,
tabled by Mr. Barnes of Houlton,
pending motion to insist.
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Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr.
Speaker, may I inguire what is the
status of the bill?

The SPEAKER: The Chair will
state that this bill was passed to be
engrossed by the House on Febru-
ary 26th, and it comes back from the
Senate passed to be engroseed
amended by Senate Amendment A,
The ' gentleman from Portland, Mr.
Rounds, made the motion that the
House insist on its former action, and
pending that motion, it was laid on
the table by the gentleman from
Houlton, Mr. Barnes. The gentleman
from Portland (Mr. Rounds) does not
seem to be here. With the permis-
sion of the House, we will allow this
Tatter to rest on the table until .he
gentleman from Portland comes in.

Mr. BARNES: Mr. Speaker, I un-
‘derstand this may be taken later in
this session, if the parties in interest
:are present?

The SPEAKER: The Chair
state that is the understanding.

will

The SPEAKER: There were cer-
tain matters which were tabled this
morning temporarily, to be taken up
Tater in the session.

On motion by Mr. Cowan of Win-
terport, it was voted to take from
‘the table, Senate Document No. 220
with Amendment B, tabled this
morning pending adoption.

The SPEAKER: The Chair must
insist that the conversation in the
rear of the rail must cease, as it
is impossible to hear the motions.
The Chair at this time wants to say
that the motion made by the gen-
tleman from South Portland (Mr.
Hinckley) this morning for a yea
and nay vote did not come to its
ears at all in the confusion. It sim-
ply did not hear the motion. That
is why it gave permission to the
House to reconsider the vote, so
they might, if they wanted to, take
the vea and nay vote. The Chair
simply could not hear the motion. I
do not think the men realize the dif-
ficulty of other men in the House
hearing, to sayv nothing of the Chair.
The Chair does not asgk that for it-
self, however.

Mr. COWAN of Winterport: Mr.
Speaker. allow me to state in the
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beginning that I was under a mis-
apprehension this morning as to the
intention of the gentleman from Bar
Harbor (Mr. Phillips) in offering his
amendment. I stated that the sub-
ject matter was a clerical error
which was corrected by Amendment
A, which is attached to the bill, and
that is what I referred to in speak-
ing of the error which was made
in drafting.

Now I am opposed to House
Amendment B to Senate Document
No. 220 and in stating the grounds
for my opposition, I must necessarily
refer to the bill itself, for the rea-
son that it has not been discussed
here in the House. Revised Stat-
utes, Chapter 18, Section 16, pro-
vides that the preceding sections,
which limit the practice of persons
who are not qualified to practice
medicine and surgery in the State
of Maine, shall not apply to clair-
voyants or persons practicing hyp-
notism, magnetic healing, mind cure,
massage, Christian science, osteop-
athy and other methods of healing,
so0 long as no harmful drugs are
employed by those classes of heal-
ers. Now, then, there is nothing
which limits the practice here
among the public, if they can suc-
ceed in getting patients to come to
them, and the osteopaths come here
to this Legislature and ask us to
enable them to regulate their prac-
tice in such a way that charlatans,
fakers and persons pretending to be
skilled in the art of healing by os-
teopathy, shall be prevented from
exploiting the public until they
should have passed a satisfactory
examination. Now as to the ques-
tion, whether or not there is any
demand for any such legislation, I
simply say, gentlemen, that there
are, at the present time, 62 osteo-
paths practicing here in the State of
Maine; I believe there are several
here in this city—reputable persons
—who are patronized by some of
the leading citizens of this place,
and what is true in that respect
here, in the city of Augusta, is true
in other cities where there are os-
teopaths. Now then, the osteopaths
do not ask for the privilege of en-
croaching upon the prerogatives, the
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privileges or the practice, as I un-
derstand it, of physicians of the old
school, so-called, but they ask of us,
gentlemen, that those among them
who have gone to the extent and
trouble of taking a four-year course
in a college where they learn this
art of healing, by their methods, in
the same way that our other phy-
sicians learn their arts—that those
people shall have recognition; shall
be labled so that we can tell them
from the strong-arm charlatan who
comes in here and hangs out his
sign as an osteopath without having
any training which would qualify
him to do so. Now that is all that
they ask, gentlemen. Now Amend-
ment B applies to Section 5 of the
bill relating to the practice of ob-
stetrics. According to the report
of the committee that part of Sec-
tion 5 to which I refer reads as
follows: ‘“Such certificate shall en-
title the person to whom it is grant-
ed to practice osteopathy in any
county in this State, in all its
branches as taught and practiced by
the recognized schools and colleges
of osteopathy, but it shall not au-
thorize its holder to practice ob-
stetrics so far as the same relates
to parturition, nor to administer
drugs or perform surgical opera-
tions,” etc. Now then, by the amend-
ment it is sought to fix this section
here so that in any case, before or
after childbirth, an osteopathic phy-
sician is debarred from practice as
relating to a woman who is about
to become a mother. I do not think
that that is a fair provision, and in
fact the only objection, so far as

I am able to find out, is. this,
that some physicians object to
a woman, in the class to which

I refer here, going for treatment
to an osteopath until the time of
childbirth, and then, at that occa-
sion having to call in a regular phy-
sician. They want the case from
start to finish, or else not at all. I
think, Mr. Speaker, that the physi-
cians ought to be able to regulate
that matter among themselves all
right, as they have other questions
that have come up before their asso-
ciation. Let them charge according-
ly, if they are called in for only a
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portion of the case; but, in any
event, I can see no harm in leaving
that section just as it is. As for the
second part of the amendment as of-
fered, which seeks to have Section 12
of the bill omitted, that section sim-
ply declares a law just as it is, and
makes a separate chapter or section
of a chapter complete, as relates to
the practice of ‘osteopathy. Mr,
Speaker, I hope that the motion of
the gentleman from Bar Harbor, (Mr..
Phillips) will not prevail

Mr. PHILLIPS of Bar Harbor: Mr,
Speaker, I appeared before the judi-~
ciary committee when it met to con-
sider this question. There were
present at that hearing {he president
of the Maine Medical Association,
Dr. Robinson of Bangor, Dr. Bunker
of Waterville, and others interested
in the bill. I was there as a listen-
er, I had previously told the chair-
man of that committee that, with
the exception as made of obstetrics
and gynecology, I was perfectly will-
ing to assist in every way to have
the bill go through. In answer to
the discussion, the lawyer, represent-
ing the osteopaths, stated that they
would withdraw everything pertain-
ing to obstetrics, as I understood it.
The first claim I am making is that
they have retained everything, except
the childbirth itself.

Mr. BUZZELL of Belfast: Mr.
Speaker, I wish to say just one word
on this bill, and I think perhaps it
may be the means of doing away with
what possibly may be a misunder-
standing. This bill was reported by
the judiciary committee. As I un-
derstand it, it has been under con-
sideration by the proponents and op-
ponents for some time. Now it is
well known who presented this bill
before the committee. The honor-
able gentleman was very fair. The
other side was very fair in their con-
tentions. Here this morning, in the
House, the gentleman from Bar Har-
bor (Mr. Phillips) expressed the
opinion, or gave this House to un-
derstand, that the proponents of this
bill. were putting something over on
somebody. Now, gentlemen, I, for
one of that committee, will give you
my word that no one has been de-
ceived in relation to this bill. This
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bill was just the same at that time
when being considered by our com-
mittee, as it is today, so far as the
1ith line is concerned in Section 5.
So much for that. 1, for one, cannot
possibly see why there is any objec-
tion to the proposition as made by
the gentleman from Bar Harbor. I.et
us for a minute just read these lines.
“But it shall not Authorize its holder
to practice obstetrics so far as the
same relates to parturition.” What
does that mean? Of course I cannot
inform you so well, perhaps, as the
gentleman from Bar Harbor; but it
looks to me as if that authorizes a
person practicing according to the
provisions of that bill, to assist, by
the way of treatment, or doctoring
any time up to the time of child-
birth. It may be well to stop there,
according to the provisions of this
bill; but is it not a matter of com-
mon knowledge that many of our
grandmothers have gone farther than
that and helped in the bringing of a
child into this life, and done fairly
good jobs? Now I am not advocat-
ing that that should be a condition,
and that this bill should provide for
it, but what harm is it for an osteo-
path to treat a woman in that condi-
tion up until the time of childbirth?
I, for one, cannot see any objection
to that. Therefore, I hope that the
amendment, so far as this particular
thing is concerned, and in fact in re-
Iation to the other amendment, does
not prevail.

The SPEAKER: The Chair will
state that the gentlemen from Bar
Harbor, Mr. Phillips, yvielded the floor
to the gentleman from Gardiner, Mr.
‘Simons, but the gentleman, not being
on his feet, the Chair allowed the
gentleman from Belfast to speak.

Mr. SIMONS of Gardiner: Mr.
Speaker and gentlemen, I very reluc-
tantly ask your indulgence. All we
want is just, fair play. As the gen-
tleman stated, this bill was reported
in mew draft without hearing. In
behalf of the president of the Maine
Medical Association, I wish to state
that these matters were not cailed to
our attention until after the second
reading. It was understood, if I am
‘quoting the gentleman from the Med-
ical Association correctly, that all
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matters pertaining to obstetrics
should be omitted. This matter is
complicated, and in fairness to the
medical men, I would ask that this
bill be recommitted.

Mr. MURCHIE of Calais;: Mr.
Speaker, I do not have any objection
to the bill being recommitted, but I
do want to clear up one thing be-
cause, as a member of this commit-
tee, that reported the bill, I have a
very distinct recollection of the cir-
cumstances at the hearing, when the
attorney, representing the propo-
nents, agreed to make a change in
the bill. T also have a very distinct
recollection of the events connected
with his presenting the new draft
to the committee. At the hearing, the
representatives of the Medical Asso-
ciation raised objections to the bill
on the ground that it would permit
the osteopaths to practice obstetrics.
Now the original draft of the bill is
Senate Document No. 66, and in that
draft the language as used is as fol-
lows: “But it shall not authorize
its holder to administer drugs in-
ternally, or to perform surgical op-
erations with the use of instru-
ments.”” The representatives of the
Medical Association raised ob-
jections on the ground that an
examination in obstetrics was
provided, and that in the practice
of obstetrics at the time of child-
birth, it was frequently necessary
to use instruments; that after child-
birth, in a case of laceration, it was
necessary to use instruments, and
the proponents of the bill agreed on
that representation that they would
strike out of the bill the right to
do those things. I will not say that
they did not imply that they would
strike out the right of obstetrics,
but the whole discussion centered
around the actual birth and the ac-
tual taking care of the laceration re-
sulting from birth; in other words,
the use of instruments during and
after childbirth. In accordance with
that understanding, a new draft was
made, and the attorney for the pro-
ponents came before the judiciary
committee and presented the pres-
ent draft. At that time he stated to
the committee that in looking up the
definition of the word ‘obstetrics’
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he found that it not only covered the
events immediately connected with
childbirth, but that it included the
time from the beginning of preg-
nancy through childbirth to the
time when the normal condition of
the body was restored. He stated
that the osteopaths now had a right
to treat the patient prior to the
time of labor and after the birth of
the child, and that he did not think
that they ought to be denied that
right under the new bill, and, for
that reason he had put in the lan-
guage as it appeared, denying the
osteopaths the right to practice ob-
stetrics, so far as the same relates
to parturition. In other words, he
had drawn the bill so as to give
them absolutely no additional right,
and to meet the objection raised
by the opponents so far as the rea-
sons for their opposition were stat-
ed to the committee. 1 want to go
on record as saying that T do not
believe that he is guilty of any mis-
representation, either to the commit-
tee, or to the opponents of the bill.
Of the merits of the bill, T want
to say just one thing, and in saying
that one thing, I want to speak of
the second part of the amendment
offered by the gentleman from Bar
Harbor (Mr. Phillips). The mem-
bers of the Medical Association came
in before the members of the judi-
ciary committee and they raised the
objection about obstetrics, about
gvnecology, and finally they asked
the proponents, when the question
of obstetrics was taken of, if they
would not strike out of the bill the
right to administer drugs external-
ly. Now what they are after, I do
not know, and I do not know that
the committee know; but it seemed
to me that they were after some-
thing that would tie the hands of
the osteopaths. I believe if you deny
them the right to administer drugs
externally, they would not have any
right to use oils or drugs of any
kind in their rubbing. The next ob-
jection that they raised was, that
under the terms of the bill persons
who had been practicing osteopathy
were allowed to come in without ex-
amination; exactly the same provi-
sion that was written into the medi-
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cal examination bill when that was
passed; the examination for admis-
sion to the Bar, dentistry, veteri-
nary surgery and every other regu-
lated act that has ever been passed.
Not only that, but the men who
raised the objection were the very
men, who, by their opposition in
this Legislature every session foff the
last five sessions, have prevented the
osteopaths from getting a regulatory
bill by.

Now this Section 12 that they want
to strike out, I do not know that it
accomplishes any purpose in the bill,
because Section 16 of Chapter 18 of
the Revised Statutes, as the gentle-
man from Winterport has read, now
provides that the preceding section
—that is, the examination sections—
shall not apply to persons practicing
osteopathy; but it looks to me as if
they wanted to strike out that sec-
tion so that possibly they might tie
up the osteopaths on the ground that
they had not complied with the
terms of Section 15 of Chapter 18.
Now Section 12 is simply this: “The-
system, method, or science of treat-
ing diseases of the human body,
commonly known as osteopathy, is
hereby declared not to be the prac-
tice of medicine within the mean-
ing of Sections 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14
and 15 of Chapter 18" Chapter 18,
Section 15, says: “Unless duly reg-
istered by said board, no person shall
practice medicine or surgery, or
any branch thereof” except under a
penalty. This Section 12 will not
give the osteopath any right that he
has not now by law, and any fair-
minded man cannot object to it. I
believe, as a matter of simple jus-
tice to these men who are practic-
ing, and to these men who want
to be treated by the men who are
practicing, and who want to know
that a man who hangs out the sign
of an osteopath has the education
of an osteopath, that the time has
come when Maine ought to register
them.

Mr. CHAPLIN of Bridgton: Mr.
Speaker and gentlemen of the
House: The gentleman from Calais

{Mr. Murchie) on the judiciary com-
mittee, says he does not understand



766

what the old school physician is aft-
er., It was very apparent to my
mind, as a member of that com-
mittee, that he is after the osteo-
path pure and simple. I simply want
to endorse all that has been said.
As I understand it, it was exactly
as stated by the gentleman from
Calais (Mr. Murchie).

Mr. MAHER of Augusta: Mr.
Speaker, as a member of that com-
mittee, I absolutely endorse all that
Brother Murchie has said, but it is
not for this House and the Legis-
lature to take sides in a matter of
this sort, or in a matter of sharp
partisanship. What we want to do
here is to work even-handed jus-
tice; that is what we are to do; and
work justice to the State of Maine.
Now, at the hearing before the com-
mittee, this matter which has been
the subject of very sharp friction
for a long time, narrowed down to
the problem of obstetrics. Mr.
Speaker, there is not the slight-
est question but what the attorney
representing the proponents of this
measure has kept perfect and ab-
solute faith; with all of that I cer-
tainly agree; but it is a matter
which is elementary to lawyers, and
ought to be to all fair-minded men,
that when there is a difference of
opinion over some vital proposition,
and then there is a suggestion of
compromise, and there is an agree-
ment upon compromise, and the
minds are drawn to that compromise
possibly, and that has got to Dbe
drawn into written shape, lawyers
always submit to the other side the
result of that, and it fits just this
situation. Now I_think perhaps all
the diffieulty in this matter could
have been avoided if we had had be-
fore us, when this new draft or this
compromise draft was passed upon,
any representative who was oppos-
ing. I know there is not the slight-
est ground for any reflection on the
good faith of the proponents of this
measure, nor do I believe that it is
fair to ascribe any hostility to the
doctors. They may not be able to
state their case with the force or
plausibility of attorneys, but I can-
not see, in.view._of the unanimity
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of opinion of the judiciary commit-
tee, but that they are going to ~e-
port out some constructive measure,
and this was what we thought was
the best,—that they were going to
report out some measure along the
lines that the osteopaths want. Now
who is going to be injured by the
recommittal, to clear up this pro-
position, if it needs clearing; and
that it does need clearing is mani-
fest from reading the top line of
page 7. You are certainly opening
the door there to prolific dissention
and litigation, and always unrest
and uncertainty. ‘“Shall not author-
ize its holders to practice obstetrics
so far as same relates to parturi-
tion.” Well, now, I have had a good
example here perhaps along lines of
using words of more than one syl-
lable, and it is a habit that I am
apt to fall into; but that is a new
word to me until it came up in that
committee, and is not a word that
has any legal meaning in the state of
Maine, and I submit that words of
that type and description are not
properly in the law. Laws should be
so plain that the man who runs,
may read. I say, Mr. Speaker and
gentlemen, with no reflection upon
anybody, and in order that we may
eventuate and work out the even-
handed justice that all men are en-
titled to, that there cannot be the
slightest objection,—There cannot be

{lie slightest wvalid objection to the
suggestion of the gentleman from
Gardiner (Mr. Simons) that this

matter be recommitted. We can re-
commit this and have it back in 48
hours. Just give them a chance to
voice their views. I say, what harm
can be done in removing friction, by
giving them a chance to come in to-
morrow and be heard? I think it is
a fair proposition. S

Mr. PHILLIPS of Bar Harbor: Mr.
Speaker, at Bar Harbor,, I am in
constant communication with osteo-
paths, and some of them are among
the best friends I have. I have not
one word to say against osteopathy,
I believe in it. If that bill, in regard
to obstetrics, can be rectified, I w1ll
make no more objection.

The SPEAKER: The-

Chair. wm
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“from Rumford (Mr.
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state that thee are two motions
prending,—th¢ motion of the gentle-
man from Bar Harbor, Mr. Phillips,
to amend, and the motion of the gen-
tleman from Gardiner, Mr. Simons,
to recommit to the committee, which
latter motion takes precedence.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
House voted to recommit the bill and
amendment to the committee on
judiciary.

By unanimous consent, it was vot-
ed to receive the following Senate
order out of order; Ordered, the
House concurring, that there be re-
called from the committee on en-
grossed bills, Senate Document No.
185, for the purpose of correcting an
error,

The order received a passage.

The Chair lays before the House,
Houge Amendment A to bill, An Act
relating to the protection of salmon,
trout, togue, black bass and white
perch, House Document No. 237,
tabled by the gentleman from South
Portlarnid, Mr. Hinckley, pending its
adoption.

Mr. HINCKLEY of South Port-
land:; Mr. Speaker, this matter came
up yesterday and ‘was tabled, and
there was more or less confusion in
resgard to the matter. I have been
in conference with the gentleman
Eaton) who is
interested in the amendment, and I
have ascertained from him, as was
stated on the floor of the House
yesterday, that this amendment, if
adopted, would leave the law as it
is now. With that in mind, I cannot
understand or see any reason for
adopting the amendment, and after
discussing this matter with the gen-
tleman from Rumford, he is of the
same mind as 1. If you adopt this
amendment, you leave the law as it
is. It would be useless to lumber up
our law by amendments or by laws
which simply leave the law as it
is, With this understanding, and in
full accord and agreement with the
gentleman from Rumford, I move
that the amendment, also the bill,
be indefinitely postponed.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
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House voted to indefinitely post-
pone the bill as amended. *

The Chair lays before the House Re.
solve appropriating money to provide
offices for adjutant general’s depart-
ment and fireproof apartments, House
Document No. 211, tabled by Mr.
Barnes of Houlton, pending motion teo
insist.

Mr. BAL.NES of Houlton: Mr. Speak-
er, I move that the matter be re-
tabled.

" The SPEAKER: Until what time?

Mr, BARNES: I should think later in
this session. Mr. Rounds will be back
here, but I cannot be sure that he will
be in attendance tomorrow, it being
Friday,

Thereupon the bill was retabled tem-

‘porarily.

The SPEAKER: There are still some
of the matters o the table which were
temporarily tabled this morning. The
Chair will lay before the House the
veto message of the Governor,

Mr. MAHER of Augusta: Mr. Speak-
er, I would like to have that tabled and
specially assigned for Friday morning,

The SPEAKER: Is i+ the pleasure of
the House that the veto message on a
resolve authorizing Michael Burns to
bring a suit at law against the State
of Maine be retabled and specially as-
signed for tomorrow morning?

A viva voce vote Dbeing taken,
motion failed of passage.

The SPEAKER: The question before
the House is, shall this resolve be finally
passed, notwithstanding the objection
of the Governor? On this the constitu-
tion provides for the roll call. Al
those who are in favor of the resolve
being finally passed, notwithstanding
the objection of the Governor, will say
ves when their names are called; those
opposed, no. The clerk will call the roll.

the

YEA—Baxter, Bean. Berry, Brann,
Buzzell, Carey, Conary, Corliss, Cowan,
Doyle, Dunn, Fagan, Forbes, Fuller,
Hammond, Jones, Lausier, Leonard.
Maher, Millett, Morin, Mullizan,
Murch, Murchie, Murray, Nelson
O’'Leary, Pike, Reed, Ring, Rounds.

Rowell, Small, Thomas of Harpswell—34.
NAY—Adams, Allan of Portland, An-

derson, Arthur, Audibert, Austin - of
Milford, Austin of South Berwick,
Barnes, Bragdon, Brewster, Burns of

Eagle Lake, Burns of Madison, Carl-
ton, Case, Cates, Chamberlain of Wins-
low, Chaplin, Chellis, Clason, Clifford,
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Cochrane, Colcord, Cole, Crabtree,
Crane, Cunningham, Daigle, Dain, Da-
vis of Freeport, Davis of Old Town, Dol-
loff, Dunning, Dutton, Eaton, Farns-
worth, Flint, Foss, Garcelon, Gilmour,
Gray, Granville, Greeley, Grinnell, Han-
son, Hatch, Hinckley, Hisler, Holley,
Houghton, Hussey, Jillson, Jordan of
Cape Elizabeth, Jordan of New Glou-
cester, Lanpher, Leathers, Macomber,
Marr, Mason, Mathews, McLeary, Mil-
ler, Mitchell, O’Connell, Overlock, Owen,
Pattee, Perkins of Boothbay Harbor,
Perkins of Orono, Phillips, Plummer,
Putnam, Ricker, Ridlon, Roberts, Rowe,
Sanborn, Savage, Simons, Stacey, Stan-
ley, Stevens, .Storm, Sweatt, Swift,
Thomas of South Portland, Tilden, Var-
ney of Jonesboro, Warren, Washburn,
‘Weatherbee, Williams of Auburn, Wil-
lHams of Wells, Wilson of Presque Isle,
Wilson of Portland—%.

ABSENT—Alden, Allen of Sanford,
Bowie, Brackett, Bradford, Brown, Ca-

sey, Chamberlain of Lebanon, Cou-
lombe, Fowles, Furbish, Langelier,
Mace, Orff, Peabody, Porter, Sawyer,

Smith, Sullivan, Varney of Windham,
‘Wyman—22,

Thirty-four having wvoted in the
affirmative and ninety-four in the
negative, the House sustained the
Governor's veto.

Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, I understood when we left
here this noon that there were sev-
eral committee meetings, and that
there would be nothing put here this
afternoon when the whole House was
not here. I have been sent for three
or four times and between the =m-
ployees of the State House and the
committee on salaries and fees, I do
not know where I am. I would like
to. know how much longer before we
are going to be through here. The
committee on salaries and fees are
trying to consider all these salaries
again, and we are trying to stop
them, so you will not be here until
next July, but if you want to keep cn
the session, we will come back here.

The SPEAKER: Has the gentle-
man any motion to make?

Mr. ROUNDS: Mr.
move we adjourn until
morning at 9 o’clock.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion failed of passage.

Speaker, I
tomorrow

On motion by Mr. Hinckley of
South Portland, it was voted to take
from the table Senate Document No.
225, An Act relating to sardine

1919,

packers, tabled pending second read-
ing; and on further motion by the
same gentleman, the bill received its
second reading, and was assigned for
its third reading toemorrow morning.

On motion by Mr. Perking of Booth-
bay Harbor, it was voted to take
from the table “An Act relative to
water supply of Boothbay Harbor,”
itabled this morning.

Mr. PERKINS of Boothbay Har-
bor: Mr. Speaker and gentlemen of
the House, I move the substitution of
the bill for the report of the commit-
tee, and wish to address you for a
few moments upon that motion.

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr.
Speaker, will the gentleman inform
me, through the Chair, what the
number of the bill is?

The SPEAKER: The geutleman
from Boothbay Harbor, Mr. Perkins,
may reply through the Chair.

Mr. PERKINS: Mr. Speaker, it
has not been printed.

The SPEAKER: This is a report
from the committee on public utili-
ties, ought not to pass, €igned by all
ten members of the committee.

Mr, PERKINS: Mr. Speaker and
gentlemen of the House, I would say
that this bill is to amend the water
charter of the town of Boothbay Har-
bor. The town of Boothbay Harbeor,
for the last 10 or 15 years, has been
supplying a summer colony known as
Squirrel Island, which is situated 5,293
feet in a direct line from low water
to low water from Spruce Point in
the town of Boothbay Harbor. The
object of this bill is to amend our
charter o that our charter or fran-
chise rights will stop at the end of
Spruce Point. The object of this bill
is not to deprive Squirrel Island of a
water supply; it only allows the town
of Boothbay Harbor to withdraw to
Spruce Point. It provides in the bill
that we will be authorized to supply
water to the Squirrel Island Village
Corporation at Spruce Point. This
matter was recommitted by me to the
committee on public utilities in good
faith, as I expected, and had reason
to believe that there might be a
minority report, at least. my way. I
feel, however, at this time that a
portion of that committee, at least,
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is favorably inclined to the poeition
of the town of Boothbay Harber.
This case has been once heard by the
Public TUtilities Commission, which
has ordered the town of Boothbay
Harbor to lay an additional pipe from
the end of Spruce Point to connect
with this system on Squirrel Island.
which is owned by the Squirrel Island
Village Corporation. I want to say in
all fairness to the commission that
they did not have before them at that
time all the evidence in the case. It
has been stated upon the floor of this
House this afternoon that it should
be the purpose of this House to hand
out even-handed justice. It has also
been said in the veto message of the
Governor that one going into a court
of equity should come into court with
clean hands. 1 wish to ask the in-
dulgence of the House while I ad-
dress you upon this subject, which 14
of vital importance to me personally,
and to the 2,021 inhabitants of the
town of Boothbay Harbor. Were it
not of the utmost importance to the
people whom I have the honor to rep-
resent, and if it were to do an injus-
tice to anybody, even to one individ-
ual, I would not be standing here. I
will rest my case squarely upon the
equities in it, and I wish to say to you
that a great deal depends upon how
we happened to go to Squirrel Island,
The town of Boothbay Harbor, in the
vear 1895, had no water ystem. We
peouble down there occasionally had
an epidemic of typhoid fever or some
sther disease which caused death to
those whom we loved. We sought to
‘nterest private capital in giving us
‘a water supply. A company of gen-
‘lemen came . down there and said
there was not a dollar in it. We ob-
ained a charter from the Legislature
of this State and we bonded our
fown. We went the limit, and then
some, until today we are over $6,000
s pove our debt limit. In 1903 Squir-
rel Island desired to have our water,
A. great many people there knew that
. would be folly for the town to go over
there; but an article was inserted in
the town warrant for that year au-
thorizing the selectmen to come to the
I.egislature and get a franchise for
Squirrel Island. . That matter, gentle-

mmen. was lobbied through our town

by the parties interested, and they
brought pressure to bear on those with
whom they did business The article
was laid upon the table at that town
meeting, until all those who were op-
posed to it had gone home and then
taken up the very last thing; and those
of you who have had to do with town

‘meetings know how that trick can bhe

pulled off. They did come to the Leg-
islature. We did go to Squirrel Island;
but how did we go? We did not fur-
nish, during the first 11 years, any wa-
ter to Squirrel Island except by con-
tract—a solemn instrument, entered into
by the contracting parties. I want to
say to you now that the Squirrel Island
Village Corporation owns its own water
system. We simply connect with it at
the water’'s edge. We went there, as
I said, under o contract—a contract for
one year. Then a contract was made
for 10 yvears—a contract made, gentle-
men, by our selectmen who had no au-
thority to make such a contract as
that, and under that contract Squirrel
Island for the last 10 years received
water from our town at $3 a faucet,
while I paid $5 in my own town for the
same service, They had free fire pro-
tection on Squirrel Island, for which
they did not pay a cent. That contract,
as I say, was made without authority.
In 1910 1 was elected upon the board
of s=electmen and found this contract.
We talked the matter over and were
inclined—some of us—to abrogate the
contract; but we talked the thing over
—the board of selectmen—and we decid-
ed we would play our hand out like
men, and if we had made a bad con-
tract, and they thought that we ought
to furnish them water at that price, we
would continue to do so. I want to say
to you right now, gentlemen, that when
that contract was made there was no
public utilities commission in existence.
It did not come into existence until 1913.
The nub of this case, to my mind, is the
contract, This contract contains this
provision, and I wish to read it, in
order that there may be no misunder-
standing: ‘“The town of Boothbay Har-
bor shall continue in possession and
control of the system of pipes and
tanks at said Squirrel Island, belonging
to the party of the second part, during

the 10 years before mentioned, and to
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return the said pipes and tanks at the
expiration of this contract in as good
condition as when taken possession of
by said party of the tirst part, reason-
able use and wear thereot excepted.”
‘What did we think that contract meant
when we made it? What did the Squirrel
Island Village Corporation think that
contract meant when they made it? Be-
fore the committee on public utilities
at the hearing there appeared a distin-
guished attorney in this State, a friend
of mine, who appeared in opposition to
this bill which I have drafted. 1 at-
tempted to ask my distinguished friend
a few questions, and I said, by broth-
er, leaving out the public utilities com-
mission, to get at the equities in this
matter—leave them right out; they did
not come into existence until 1913—what
did you think that that contract meant
when you drew it? And what did you
think that the people of Boothbay Har-
bor thought it meant when they signed
it—or the selectmen? I asked him that
question—he said, six times—in various
forms. He did rot answer it. He made
one of the noorest witnesses 1 have
ever seen. He turned to me and said:
You have asked me that question six
times. I said: My brother, I know I
have, but why did vou not answer it?
I said, you leave it there—let me ask
you this question: If you did not think
that the town of Boothbay Harbor had
the right under the contract to with-
draw absolutely from Squirrel Island,
at the end of 10 years, and if the town
of Boothbay Harbor did not think so,
why, at the expiration of the 10-year
period, which was June 1st, 1915, did
you come to the town of Boothbay
Harbor and ask us to make a new con-
tract and lay an additional pipe across
that 5000 odd feet and why did we tell
you at that time that we wanted *o
furnish you water, but that we felt that
you should come to the end of Spruce
Point and get {t? There, gentlemen, to
my mind is the crueial point in this
case. How did we go there? We went,
we did go. We furnished water there
for 11 years, as I said. at $3 a faucet,
while I paid $5 in my town. They have
had free hydrant rental. which they
said before the committee had saved
them a number of thousands of dollars
in putting out fires on the island. We
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had no serious complaint about the
service furnisned by the town of Booth-
bay Harbor to the Squirrel Isiand Vil-
lage Corporation, until what huppened?
Until that contract expired, and until
we increased that $3 per faucet to $5,
just the same as I pay, when they com-
plained that the service was poor. They
raised that question before the public
utilities commission at the hearing. X
was not counsel in that case, but I hap-
pened to appear on other business and
I heard it. I have a copy of the testi.
mony here. There was no trouble with
the service furnished there until after
we increased the price. After the hear-
ing was held by the public utilitics com-
mijssion I came down from Boston on
the train with one of the gentlemen who
appeared and he told me himself that
there had been no serious interrupton
or trouble with the service except on
infrequent occasions; that sometimes
during the middle of the day, and then
on infrequent occasions, and the only
trouble they ever had was in two cot-
tages on the highest part of the island,

That, gentlemen, is the situation. We
have been ordered to lay an
additional pipe to the one that is
now  across there. It is not

our service that they criticired ang
objected to: it was the fact that the
only pipe that we had across there
they were afraid would break, anc
they wanted an auxiliary pipe, and ir
an endeavor to conform to the or
der of the commission, the town of
Boothbay Harbor has expended
$8,000 in laying a new four-inch pipe
from near the Neptune Packing Corn -
pany to the end of Spruce Point, and
there has not been a complaint
against the service to Squirrel Is-
land or anywhere else down ther=2:
since we laid that new four-inch pirse,
they get water enough. Now the
point of the case with us is right
here. We have acted in good faith,
we want them to have the water.
We are willing to give them that
water at any old price at the end of
Spruce Point. The town of Booth-
bay Harbor—every man, woman and
child in it—were surprised when that
decision was handed down, because
we thought we had a contract, and
our contract was scrap. The legal
point, I understand, is not decided
]

i
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yet. However, the only remedy we
have, as we see it, is to come before
this peoples’ court, as has been said
on the floor of this House, and see if
we can obtain even-handed justice.
The question with us now is, who is
going to pay for this pipe from the
end of Spruce Point to Squirrel Is-
land? The town of Boothbay Har-
bor is $6,228.03 above its debt limit.
There is only one way that we can
get the money to lay that pipe across
there and that is to raise it by di-
rect taxation. The Squirrel Island
Village Corporation have a corpo-
rate charter under which they have
the same rights to obtain water that
we have. Squirrel Island receives
back, under that charter, from the
town of Southport, 75 per cent. of
the amount raised by taxation by the
town of Southport on Squirrel Is-
land. Squirrel Island is 43 per cent.
of the total valuation of the who':
town of Southport, and this year they
received back from money raised for
town purposes, to be expended on 1

island, or for any other purpose they
see fit, $2300. They can handle the
proposition, gentlemen, much more
easily than we can. Only about half
of our people in town have water in
their houses, because the town has
not been able to reach all the streets
in our town. Those people have
mortgages on their homes, and I, as
trustee of the savings bank, know
how hard it is for some of them to
pay $100 to $500. They have no
water in their houses and a mort-
gage on their home; and then if we
have to raise this money by direct
taxation, it means that those people
will have to be taxed to pay for water
which some people down on Squirrel
Island—a great many of them are my
friends, who come down there to
spend their vacation—we are glad to
have them; but to my mind, gentle-
man, that does not appeal to me at
all. It means that every summer
person in our town who owns a cot-
tage there, must pay a tax on his
property for the benefit of somebody
outside of the town, and it simply
means this, that my home which I
have earned, is not worth much more
than 60 cents on a dollar, if we have
got to tax ourselves continually for
the benefit of somebody outside the
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town. It will be a continual propo-
sition with us, this problem of taxa-
tion., How much will it cost to layx
a, pipe across there? I do not know.
I will say this, that whether it costs
$1500 or $2000 to lay it across there
—there have been two engineering
concerns who informed our water

.commissioner that no matter what it

costs, they will have to have $5,000
in addition to the cost for the extra
hazzard, and that is not the whole
proposition. It costs a lot to main-
tain that pipe. We have furnished
water down there since 1903, and we
are in debt by furnishing it. We were
informed by an engineer that we em-
ployed that we had lost all we had
taken there, and if we had charged
against that proposition a fair
charge for this overhead, that we had
lost our original investment we had
put in and some $4800 besides. I am
satisfied, as auditor of the town for
the last 10 years, with investigation
as I have made, that we are in debt
on that proposition. We want Squir-
rel Island to have water. We are
perfectly willing to give it to them,
but it does seem to me, and our peo-
ple there, a little unfair that we peo-
ple, who are compelled to stay down
there on the coast 12 months in the
vear, and unable to have a vacation,
that because we have been fair with
those people, that we should be com-
pelled to tax ourselves for the pur-
pose of laying that pipe across there
when they are more able to do it
than we are. As far as I am con-
cerned personally, I would give them
the water free at Spruce Point, and
the pipe which we bought, and which
I myself, in my taxes contributed a
little over $10 a year ago. As mod-
erator of the town meeting a year
ago, when this matter came up I had
to leave the Chair and take the floor
in order that the town would vote
$6,000 to buy the pipe with. If I had
not taken the floor, I am satisfied
that they never would have voted
to have raised a cent, and I wanted
to be a law-abiding citizen. It sim-
ply shows how the people felt. We
cannot raise it except by taxation.
One gentleman from Squirrel Island
told me, in my office last summer, “I
am ashamed to look yvou people in
the face and ask vou, under your cir-
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cumstances, to put the water to
Squirrel Island. We feel that we
should come to Spruce Point.” I am
satisfied that a great majority of the
people on Squirrel Island feel that
way. Gentlemen, I want to ask
you this fair question: If you
think that this bill is going to in-
jure Squirrel Island any, I want
you to kill it. I have tried to be
fair and I have told you the facts as
I understand them, in the light
of my experience there. The com-
mittee asked me this question, if I
did not think it a dangerous policy
to let a corporation out from under
a losing proposition. I said, Yes,
as a general proposition; but, I re-
plied, is it ever dangerous to do
right? If it is, in this case, I am
wrong. That, gentlemen, is our sit-
uation. I hope that you can hand
out to the town of Boothbay Har-
bor even-handed justice. Mr. Speak-
er and gentlemen, I move the sub-
stitution of the bill for the report
of the committee.

Mr. COWAN of Winterport: Mr.
Speaker, I want to say only a few
words as a member of the commit-
tee on public utilities before which
this matter was heard. The gentle-
man from Boothbay Harbor (Mr.
Perkins) appeared before the com-
mittee, and went into the matter
even more fully than he has here
today before the House, and covered
his case very well indeed. I think
that every member of the commit-
tee tried to give him every consid-
eration in determining what was best
to do in this case, but there was
another side to be heard which, of
course, is not here before the House
today, and to go into the details of
that question would require a great
deal of time. If I may be allowed,
I will simply say that several mem-
bers of that committee went through
the report of that hearing, to which
the brother refers, read all the doc-
umentary evidence on file, and we
discussed the matter very thorough-
1y in several executive sessions, and
in order to correct another mistaken
impression on the part of two or
three members, had the bill reported
back to us, and then reported unan-
imously as we did. I think the re-
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port of the committee ought to be
accepted.

Mr. WILSON of Portland; Mr.
Speaker, I do not wish to take the
time of this House unnecessarily,
but, as a member of the committee,
I wish to say there was much evi-
dence presented on this matter. We
had two full hearings, the greater
part of two afternoons. There were
some elements of this which have
not been mentioned here, and I will
try to state them as near as I can
recollect. It was shown to the com-
mittee that this water pipe, which
was originally laid from Spruce
Point to Squirrel Island, cost ap-
proximately $6,000; that in the 135
Vears that water had been supplied
to Squirrel Isiand, the 8SBeo~thbay
Harbor Company had rec¢&ved from
rates from Squirrel Island $15,600,
or a gross income over cost of the
pipe of $9,600. The superintendent
of the water company was before
our committee and was asked if he
could state the specific expense of
furnishing this water to Squirrel
Island. The situation is something
like this: Squirrel Island water pipes
are all on top of the ground. It
is a summer system entirely. A
large part of the pipes on the main-
land in the town of Boothbay and
some parts of Southport and Capi-
tol Island, I think are laid on top
of the ground, the result being that
when cold weather comes, that sum-
mer system has to be entirely shut
down. On Squirrel Island, the wat-
er is used practically two months
July and August. On the mainland
—a large part of that summer sys-
tem—the water is used from the
time freezing conditions cease in the
spring, until they begin again in the
fall. The superintendent of the com-
pany said that he was unable to
state how much it would cost to
pump water to the Squirrel Island
supply. He could not separate it
from the rest of the summer sys-
tem. It was shown that on Squir-
rel Island, previous to the installa-
tion of this pipe, there were some
driven wells, and a small water sys-
tem, which was very inadequate;
that many of the cottagers depend-
ed on wells or springs. There were



LEGISLATIVE RECORD—HOUSE, MARCH 20, 1919 773

no bathrooms or anything of that
sort. Since the installation of this
pipe and the reliable service, there
havc been spent on the Island, in
the erection of a concrete reservoir
and by the cottagers in equipping
their cottages with bathrooms and
sanitary arrangements, between $50,-
000 and $60,000. It was shown that
the rates at the present time, paid
by the Sqguirrel Island takers, are
just the same as those paid by the
mainland takers. They were paying,
in effect, the same rate for two
months’ service, that the mainland
people were paying for seven
months’ service. There was also
this further question which con-
cerned the committee vitally—that
was the question which has arisen
two or three times this session be-
fore our committee, and I think be-
fore some of the other committees,
as to how far it is wise to go in
allowing corporations to withdraw
some part of its franchise duties and
retain the others. That question
~arose in connection with the Oxford
Electric Company and the commit-
tee unhesitatingly refused to allow
it to be done. The same question
arises in this case, and was one of
the reasons why the committee re-
ported unanimously, ought not to
pass. There was a great deal of de-
tail involved in the hearing. I think
it has been stated here, but I will
take the risk of repeating, that this
matter of the discontinuance of the
service to Squirrel Island was heard
fully before the utilities commission
sometime previous to the beginning
of this session. As a result of that
hearing, the Boothbay Water Com-
pany was ordered, not only to fur-
nish a new pipe to Squirrel Island,
across the way, but it was ordered
to extend a new pipe on the main-
land from the village down to this
Spruce Point, which is something
like a mile, I think. It was shown
at our hearing that this new pipe
had been installed previous to last
summer down to the end of the
point, and that work had relieved the
situation on the Island considerably.
It was also shown that the cost of
laying this pipe originally was about
$1200, and it was done by floating

the pipe on pieces of board, until it
reached clear across the water and
then the water was pumped in and
the pipe sank to the bottom. It was
stated that the reason. why it was
necessary now to employ a construc-
tion company to extend the pipe a
second time was becauser the man
that floated it at that time has since
died. The committee has given this
matter very careful consideration.
I hope you will sustain the commit-
tee’s report. . .

Mr. PERKINS of Boothbay ' Har-
bor: Mr. Speaker and gentlemehn :of
the House, I feel that I must ask
your indulgence again for a moment
or two. I do not consider that the
question of rates enters -into . this
question at all. I wish to correct
what might be a misapprehension.
The water is turned on Squirrel Is-
land in the spring, until fall, -the
same as in Boothbay = Harbor. If
they come down, as a lot of them do,
the latter part of April or early in
May, they have the water during the
entire summer season. We  have
what we call a summer rate, and
that is the rate I am speaking of,—
and for the same class of service on
Squirrel Island and the same class
in Boothbay Harbor the - people on
Squirrel Island pay $3 and the peo-
ple in Boothbay Harbor - $5 during
that eleven years. There -is -a point
1 wish to speak about that the gen-
tleman from Portland (Mr. Wilson)
has raised. He speaks of the water
company as a corporation. The wat-
er company of Boothbay Harbor is
the people,—the inhabitants. I own
a part of it* everybody else owns a
part of it; same as we: do:the town
hall. It was.built for -service, and
not for profit. We have carried the
water all over that territory in or-
der that we may give this pure-wat-
er to all the people that come down
there, and we want them to have it,
but I do not feel as though our
people should raise the money by
taxation for their benefit. - We feel
that this is a peculiar case. - Now,
gentlemen, a water district is a pub-
lic municipal corporation, and it was
so decided in the case of Augusta
vs., Augusta Watér  District, 101
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Maine, page 15C, so that the town of
Boothbay Harbor,—the inhabitants
thereof,—in - supplying water to the
various people, is simply performing
authority delegated to it by the
state. We are performing a public
service, and we want to give these
people this water, but we would like
to give it to them at Spruce Point,
As 1 said before, personally, I am
perfectly willing to give it to them
for nothing. It seems to me with
what money they have down there,
and this village corporation charter,
that they ought to be willing to as-
sume that burden from the end of
Spruce Point t. Squirrel Island and
not make the pobr people of my
town with mortgages on their homes
—over half of them in that town
that have not any water in their
houses at all of any kind,—they
ought not to ask those people to he
taxed by direct taxation for the ben-
efit of somebody outside of the town.
Gentlemen, that is all there is to ‘t.
I have stated the case as well as I
have been able and I hope that you
will vote yes on this proposition.
Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr.
Speaker, I find that I have got to
vote on this question, and I would
very much like to vote with the
gentleman from Boothbay Harbor
(Mr. Perkins). If my understanding
about it is correct, I cannot do it, so
I am going to take a few minutes to
state what my understanding is, and
if T am incorrect in any particular
I want to be shown. I have to vote
against the gentleman from Booth-
bay Harbor every two [ears, and
twice every “our years, and I want to
vote with him today; but the ques-
tion is a very serious question. Now
there is a class of people who vote
against corporations anyway. Grad-
ually that number is growing Iess.
I am not a corporation attorney. I
am rather one of the underfed at-
torneys that am loking to the day
when I may be a corporation at-
torney, but it is far distant, T feel.
When a body of men group them-
gelves together and get a charter,
they become a corporation, and
a town is a corporation, and it
receives froia the state a franchise,
and a franchise is a bit or portion of

the sovereignty of the state. When
a corporation receives a franchise
from the state, it receives an exclu-
sive right to do some one or more
things,—some one or more acts. An
exclusive right, gentlemen, is such
a right that no one else can come in
and do the same thing. It seemed
wise, apparently, in 1895 for the
town of Boothbay Harbor to go into
the water supply business, as a pub-
lic utility; it seems that there was
a corporation organized and there-
fore it had the exclusive right of
furnishing water to Boothbay Har-
bor, and the town took it over. Now
just exactly as in my private busi-
ness I may make certain trades that
are profitable, or I may make certain
trades that are not profitable to me,
so a town can go into a public ser-
vice business furnishing water, or
lights, or sewerage, or any of those
things which are for the public use,
and the town should be held to the
same rule as the individual,—that ‘t
must keep its contract whether it
makes, or whether it loses. Now,
after Boothbay Harbor had had this
right to fur—ish water to her own
citizens for eight vyears, Boothbay
Harbor came to the Legislature
again, thinking that it would make
profit by - extending its service.
Boothbay Harbor, as I understand it,
lies on the very south point of the
mainland, and off in the ocean, a
mile away, is this little island,
Squirrel Island. Now the Boothbay
Harbor Corporation decided it could
make money by furnishing water to
Squirrel Island, which must nave
been a business proposition. In 1903,
15 years ago, it got the right and 2x-
tended its pipes. Now on the ques-
tion we are voting on today, I am not
allowed to consider whether Booth-
bay Harbor made or lost money by it.
I am not allowed to consider whether
the rates are right or wrong. This
question presents itself to me. The
State grants a bit of its sovereignty
to a corporation by your vote, and it
granted the exclusive right to Bootlh-
bay Harbor by vote of the Legisla-
ture to make a contract with the
Squirrel Tsland people, we will as-
sume, to furnish water in the public
streets, so that it might be taken
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into the houses. The gentleman from
Boothbay Harbor (Mr. Perkins) says
now that the Boothbay Harbor Vil-
lage Corporation ie willing to take
the water down to the mainland—
Spruce Point—and stop there, and
let the thirsty souls of Squirrel
Island reach across for a mile and
drink out of the pipe, not a feasible
proposition—not what would appeal
to the people of Squirrel Island.
Never yet has the State, after grant-
ing a franchise to a corporation, al-
lowed the corporation to say, on this
line of business I am making money,
on that line of business I am not
making money; on this end, I am
losing, I will slough off this sort of
business and retain the profit, ana
cease to fulfill the obligation or duty
which 1 assumed because in that
particular line of business it is not
profitable. When a corporation finds
that ite business is not profitable,
there is only one thing for it to do
under the laws of Maine, or any other
State, as far as I know, and that s
to go out of business, and offer its
rights, franchise, plant and property
for sale, either voluntarily itself, or
through the hands of a receivar.
Now, if I am correct and we should
vote today that the Boothbay Har-
bor Corporation could stop today and
say to Squirrel Island, we will aot
continue this bueiness any further,
because it does not pay us, we would
he establishing what the lawyers call
a precedent; we would be setting up
for the first time this new doctrine,
that a corporation may make a con-
tract for a certain term, and, find-
ing that, the contract is not profi‘t-
able, may abrogate that contract.
Such things are sometimes done by a
sovereign state, when they abrogate
their debts. It is not modern policy.
TUnless this can be cleared up, and it
can be shown to me that that is not
what we are doing, I shall be con-
strained to support the finding of the
unanimous report of the committee
on public utilities, as we did the
other day on its finding on the very
same question in connection with the
Norway and South Paris Street rail-
road. But if the gentleman from
Boothbay Harbor can clear that out

of the way, I am ready to be con-

vinced—I am ready to have my opin-
jon changed—but it will take some
evidence. Unless he can clear that
out of the way, I shall have to vote
to sustain the committee.

Mr. PERKINS: Mr. Speaker,

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Boothbay Harbor, Mr. Perkins,
has already spoken twice, and can-
not speak again without leave of the
House.

Mr. PERKINS: Mr. Speaker, I
would like to have the permission of
the House to speak for a moment.

Permission was granted.

Mr. PERKINS: Mr. Speaker and
gentlemen of the House, I wish sim-
ply to say this, that there are two
other corporations that have the
right on Squirrel Island besides the
inhabitants of Boothbay Harbor,
One is the Squirrel Island Village
Corporation itself and the other is
the town of Southport, which four
years ago obtained a charter from
this Legislature to furnish the town
of Southport and all those adjacent
islands with water, and Squirrel
Island is within the town of South-
port. I do not consider it a danger-
ous precedent to establish. It brings
it right down to the proposition that
I stated at the beginning—is it ever
dangerous to do right? I think the
decision in the Oxford case was per-
fectly proper, and as I know the law.
I do not consider one is parallel with
the other; but, of course, upon that
question, we can honestly differ. If
you can take a piece of Boothbay
Harbor and add it onto some other
town, or take away the entire char-
ter of the town of Boothbay Harbor,

‘'you certainly can allow the town of

Boothbay Harbor to hold back to
Spruce Point, rather than to raise
this money by taxation. I wish to
say just this one thing more, that I
do not believe—perhaps that is pretty
strong—that the majority of lawyers
in this State, if I had gone with that
contract to their office in 1910 or 1911,
and I would also say, within a year,
but what they would have told me
under that contract we had a right
to withdraw altogether, had we seen
fit to do so. This thing is true, that
they are not obliged to take the
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water from us as a matter of law, but
‘we want to.furnish it. I want to say
just this, that if we are asking any-
thing that is not right—that etrikes
any man right in his heart and con-
science as wrong—I do not ask him
to vote for it. I feel that I am right.
1 wish to thank you, gentlemen, for
yvour kind indulgence this afternoon.

Mr. MAYTER of Augusta: Mr.
Speaker, I am not going to speak. I
am just going to ask the gentleman
from Houlton a question. I am not
entirely sure this matter is quite clear,
Probably to 99 out of 100 here
in the House, and to myself as an at-
torney, I would say that up to the
present the real issue is as clear as
mud. I would like the gentleman from
Houlton to please tell us just what is
the proposition that is before this court,
or the gentleman from Boothbay Har-

- bor. .

Mr. WILSON of Portland: Mr, Speak-
er, I can answer that question in a min-
‘ute. The main proposition here is who
"shall pay for this pipe; that is all thers
ig involved, as far as I am able to as-
certain. It is just simply, shall the
town of Boothbay Habor be relieved at
this stage of the game of putting its
new pipe across to Squirrel Island. That
is the main issue and the real issue, and
all the issue, as I understand it. It was
shown to us that the first year the
town received in rates $600. This last
year, 1918 it increased to $1400 for the
year.

Mr. MAHER of Augusta: Mr, Speak-
er, I would inquire through the Chalir,
when was the contract made, how long
does it run?

The SPEAKER: The gentleman may
reply through the Chair.

Mr. WILSON: Mr. Speaker, I under-
stand the contract was made in 1903,
I will yield to Brother Perkins.

Mr. PERKINS: In answer to both
the gentleman from Augusta and the
gentleman from Portland, through the
Chair, I will say that there was a pre-
liminary contract made in the year 1903
or 1904, I think for one year, which I
have not a copy of. To my understand-
ing, it is substantially the same as
this. On the 30th. day of June, 1905, a
contract was made to expire on the

first day of June. 1915—~that is when the
contract expired—June 1st, 1915,

Mr. WILSON: Mr. Speaker, it

"was a 10-year contract. As T un-

derstand this proposition of the con-
tract, it has outlived its usefulness,
and has gone into the discard, and
does not affect the question today in
any way. This town of Boothbay
has been ordered by the Public Utili-
ties Commission to perform a certain
duty in its capacity of a public util-
ity. That is what they are up
against now—is the fact that this
commission has ordered them to do
the very thing which they ask in this

~bill to be relieved from. I want to

say just a word, if you will bear with
me, on this question, of burden of
taxation on the people of Boothbay
Harbor. ‘It appears clearly to my

‘mind from the evidence we heard

that the people of Boothbay Harber,
in the first instance, preferred to car-
ry the expense of this water service
by taxation rather than by charging
sufficient rates to pay its way; that
they have no sinking fund or no
fund for replacement; the result be-
ing that this pipe, after 15 or 16
vears of service, having become worn
out, the rates the greater part of
the time having been low, and the
expense carried by taxation, they had
no fund last year with which to buy
this new pipe. The result was, 33
has been stated, they raised, by di-
rect taxation $6,000 to buy the pipe.
The pipe was all bought and is on
the end of this Spruce Point waiting
to be stretched across ths water, as
I understand it. It was alsc shown,
that including that $6,000 assessment,
the tax rate of Boothbay Harbor last
vear was 23 mills. I have forgotten
for the moment, the amount of val-
uation, but I remember of figuring
at the time of the hearing that an
increase of slightly more than 1%
mills would provide them with about
$1800. In other words, the tax rate
of less than 25 mills would give them
the extra money to raise the pipe;
whereas, last year, they raised by
direct taxation, $6,000, or nearly four
tirltes as much as it would be re-
quired. to raise this year; so
that it appears to me - very
clearly that the primary difficulty in
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this whole matter was that the town
of Boothbay Harbor, through its wa-
ter commissioners, or persons who fixed
the rates, did not put on a sufficient
rate to make the enterprise profitable;
that they did not go at it in a business-
like way and provide a fund for re-
placement by a sinking fund, the result
being that after having enjoyed the
profits of this enterprise for 15 years
they find the thing broken down or
worn out and they now ask to be ex-
cused from further service,

Mr. PERKINS: Mr. Speaker, I move
that when the vote is taken it be taken
by a rising vote,

The SPEAKER: The motion before
the House is the motion of the gentle-
man from Boosthbay Harbor, Mr, Per-
kins, that the bill be substituted for the
report.

A. division of the House being had,

Fifty-four having voted in the affirm-
ative and 50 in the negative, the mo-
tion to substitute the bill for the re-
port was rarried and the bill was tabled
for printing under the rules.

The SPEAKER: The Chair will lay
before t e House at this time certain
matters which were temporarily tabled
this morning. First, the report of the
comimittee on State lands and forest
preservation on bill An Act to provide
for the acceptance by the State of gifts
of land and for the establishment of
State parks and forests in Mt. Katah-
din, tabled on motion by the gentleman
from Portland, Mr. Baxter.

Mr. BAXTER of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, T move that it be recom-
mitted to the committee, as I have
taken the matter up with them and
that request was made. I think there
were two measures. I make the mo-
tion in regard to them both in order
that the matter may be straightened
out.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
House voted to recommit this mat-
ter to the committee on State lands
and forest preservation.

The Chair lays before the House
bill an Act to provide for the pur-
chase of land by the State for for-
estry purposes.
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On motion by Mr. Baxter of Port-
land, the House voted to recommit
to the committee on State lands and
forest preservation.

The Chair lays before the House
bill an Act to amend Section 8 of
Chapter 6 of the Revised Statutes
relating to ballots in primary elec-
tions, and providing that the order
of the names of candidates on said
ballots be determined by lot, tabled
temporarily by the gentleman from
Sebec, Mr. Lanpher, pending the
motion of the gentleman from Bing-
ham, Mr. Dutton, that the House re-
cede and concur with the Senate in
its indefinite postponement.

Mr. LANPHER of Sebec: Mr..
Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from North Anson.

Mr. HOLLEY of North Anson: Mr.
Speaker, I was not in the House
this morning when this matter came
up. Just what is the status of the
bill now?

The SPEAKER: The Chair will
state that the bill was passed to be
engrossed by the House on March
12. It comes back from the Senate
indefinitely postponed.

Mr. HOLLEY: Mr. Sneaker, I
move that the House insist and that
a committee of conference be ap-
pointed.

The SPEAKER: The motion is not
in order until we have settled the
motion to postpone indefinitely
which is pending,—the motion of the
gentleman from Bingham, Mr. Dut-
ton.

A viva voce vote being doubted,

A division of th2 House was had.

Yorty-four having voted in the

affirmativ  and 53 in the negative,
the motion to indefinitely postpone
was lost.

The SPEAKER: The matter now
recurs to the motion of the gentle-
man from North Anson, Mr. Holley,
that the House insist and ask for a
committee of conference.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion to insist and ask for a com-
mittee of conference prevailed.

The SPEAKER: The Chair
appoint the committee later.

will
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On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houl-
ton, it was voted to take from the
table Hous: Document No. 436, An
Act to create the Maine Water Pow-
er Commission, and on futher mo-
tion by the same gentleman, it was
voted to recommit the bill to the
committee on bills in third reading.

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houl-
ton, it was vated to take from the
table House Document No. 101, An
Act to grant a new charter to the
city of Waterville.

Mr. BARNES: 1 yield to the gen-
tleman from Waterville, Mr. Berry.

Mr. BERRY of Waterville: Mr.
Speaker and gentlemen of the House:
The action to be taken this after-
noon, as I understand, is on the ma-
jority and minority reports on the
new city charter for the city of Wat-
-erville. The majority of the commit-
tee report “ought mot to pass” and
t=a minority of the commnjiitee report
“ought to pass.” This bili came be-
fore the committee and the hearing
was advertised and was postponed
one week in c¢rder that amendments
might be prepared and submitted to
the committee at a hearing one week
later. That committ2e bad a hear-
ing and the opponents and propo-
nents of the bill appeared and were
heard, and you have the report of
-the committee before you this after-
noon for action. The bill as reported
in new draft has never been printed,
and the provisions in that charter I
have never had an opportunity to
examine until this afternoon. Now
the Waterville Chamber of Ccmmerce
is behind the movement to have a
new city charter for the city of Wat-
-erville, and has been engaged since
last November in the endeavor to
.construct such a ch=arter. A meet-
ing was held last evening by the
Waterville Chamber of Commerce at
which certain changes in the pro-
pesed new draft were asked tor. One
of the most important principles is
the matter of referring to the peo-
ple whethe: they wiil have a new
charter or not and the method in
which the ballot is provided. Tbh-
are gentlemen present in the House
this afternoon who have been sent
from Waterville as a committee to

interview me in the endeavor to have
this bill tabled for a short time in
order that amendments may be pre-
pared to the new dratt as submitted
by the committee. I want to act in
all fairness to my constituency at home,
I am confident that if I would move
the majority report of the committee
this afternoon it would no doubt pre-
vail, ag it is not the usual thing in mat-
ters of this kind to reverse a decision
of the committee, and 1 feel that the
motion that ought not prevail would
prevail and the charter would be killed.
I realize that the session is drawing to
a close and that we are delaying mat-
ters somewhat. I ara going to make the
motion in deference to the gentlemen
who are present, and who have asked
me to, that this matter lay on the table
until next Tuesday, that the committee
having in charge the drafting of this
charter may offer in writing, which I
will prescent, such amendments as they
may wish to offer to this bill in a new
draft. I realize, Mr. Speaker, and gen-
tlemen of the Hous¢, that many of the
citizens and myself have not had an
opportunity, the bill not being printed
in new draft, ‘o examine it, and the
committee has discovered some defects
in that bill which they wish to remedy,
and I will make the motion in deference
to their wishes that it lay on the table
until next Tuesday, and then be taken
up for final action.

The SPEAKER: The Chair would
suggest to the gentleman from Water-
ville, Mr. Berry, that he withdraw his
motion and make the motion that both
reports and bill in new draft lie on the
table for printing, and it can be taken
up without acceptance of the report.

Mr. BERRY: I will make such a mo-
tion, Mr. Speaker.

Thereupon the House voted to table
both reports anl bill in new draft for
printing.

Mr. BAXTER of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, I rise to inquire if certain
papers have been returned from the
Senate in regard to testimonials for
soldiers? .

The SPEAKER: The Chair will
state that the papers are in the
hands of the Chair.
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Mr. BAXTER: I move that the
papers be referred to the commit-
tee on judiciary.

The SPEAKER: The Chair will
state that these were recalled and
there is a report from the commit-
tee on military affairs providing for
testimo‘nials for soldiers and sailors
in the late war, that it be referred
to the next Legislature. The report
was accepted both in the House and
Senate. The Chair will state that
the endorsement does show that the
Senate reconsidered the report and
returned the papers to the House;
and is it the pleasure of the House
to also reconsider the vote whereby
the report was accepted.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
House voted to reconsider its ac-
tion whereby the report was accept-
ed.

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr.
Speaker: On the committee on
military affairs there is one of the
citizens of Maine who knows more
about the feelings and ideas of the
boys who have been in France than

most men in Maine—the Senator
from Kennebec county, Senator
Gannett. After the war with Spain

in 1898, the State gave to her re-
turned soldiers a printed testimonial.
Without going into the merits of this
at all, it is a badge to wear upon
the person; and if there is any com-
mittee in this Legislature to which
that could most properly be re-
ferred, it is the committee on mili-
tary affairs. I make the motion that
this be referred to the committee
on military affairs, if it is to be re-
committed.

The SPEAKER: The Chair will
state that there is a motion pending
that it be referred to the committee
on judiciary.

Mr. BAXTER: Mr. Speaker, the
bill provider for the presentation of
badges and a testimonial as well to
all soldiers and sailors who were
honorably discharged and who were
citizens of Maine. The committee on
military affairs, of course, is well
able to consider it. The suggestion,
however, was made to me that it be
referred to the committee on judi-
ciary, It was not my own sugges-
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tion. In view of the ruggestion of
the gentleman from Houlton (Mr.
Barnes) 1 withdraw my motion and
substitute one that it be recommit-
ted to the committee on miliary af-
fairs.

On motion 1. Mr. Baxter of Port-
land, a viva voce vote being taken,
the motion to refer the bill to the
judiciary committee was withdrawn;
and on further motion by the same
gentleman it was voted to recommit
to the ccmmittee on military af-
fairs.

The SPEAKER: The Chair will
state that an act to supplement
Chapter 29 of the Revised Statutes.
and to provide for the care of per-
sons requiring full support or more
than temporary relief, which was
recalled from the committee or en-
grossed bills, is in the possession of
the House.

On motion by Mr, Mason of Ellsworth
it was voted that the bill be tabled
until tomorrow morning.

The SPEAKER: The Chair also states-
that House Document No. 214, bill An
Act to amend Section 8 of Chapter
33 of the Revised Statutes, as amend-
ed by Chapters 219 and 244 of the Pub-
lic Laws of 1917, relating to the dispo-
sition of money dollected under the
provisions of the inland fish and game
laws, which was recalled on House or-
der, is in the possession of the House,

On motion by Mr, Barnes of Houlton,
tabled for amendment until tomorrow
morning,

The SPEAKER: The Chair at this
time has the pleasure of introducing to
the House a former Speaker of 80 years
ag0~1889—Col. Frederick N. Dow. (Ap-
plause, the members rising.)

Col. DOW: Gentlemen of the House
of Representatives: The pleasure of
looking you in the face and accepting
your %indly g1 sting is mingled with
feelings of cadness when I look in vain
for the f.ces with which I was once so
familiar, I have found in looking over
the body, but one that I recall as an
associate of my own political time. I
should iIl requite the courtesy, Mr.
Speaker, of your introduction and the
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kindness, gentlemen, of your reception you all. I thank you. (Applausge, the
if I should undertake to detain you members rising.)

‘with any furthe remarks. I have oc- —

cupied this chair lcng enough in years On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houlton,
gone Yy to know how pleasant at this Adjourned until tomorrow morning at
hour of the day the motion must be to 9 o’clock.





