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HOUSE

Wednesday, March 19, 1919.
The SPEAKER: Inasmuch as the
House took a recess yesterday before
the disposal of unfinished business,
we will now take up unfinished busi-
ness where we left off.

The Chair lays before the House
An Act relating to Martin’s Point
bridge, House Document No. 235,
tabled by the gentleman from Port-
land, Mr. Allan, pending its passage
to be enacted.

Mr. ALLLAN of Portland: There
are two bills there, Mr. Speaker, one
not tabled by me. The one tabled
by myself I move to retable.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion of the gentleman from Port-
land, Mr. Allan, to retable Housze
Document No, 235 prevailed.

The Chair lays before the House
An Act relating to Martin's Point
bridge, House Document No. 380,
tabled by the gentleman from Port-
land, Mr. Murray, pending its third
reading.

Mr. MURRAY of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, this was a bill introduced
by the gentleman from Portland, Mr.
‘Wilson, and 1 yield to that gentle-
man,

On motion by Mr. Wilson of Port-
land the bill then had its third read-
ing and was passed to be engrossed.

The Chair lays before the House
the Governor’s veto message on bill
An Act relating to the construction of
third class highways, House Docu-
ment No. 309, tabled by the gentle-
man from Lisbon, Mr, Clason, pend-
ing consideration.

On motion of Mr. Clason of Lisbon
the measage was retabled tem-
porarily, to be taken up later in the
morning.

The SPEAKER: The Chair would
suggest at his time that we take up
the business in regular order from
this point, beginning with senate
papers, and going through special
assignments for today and orders of
the day, that the matter of the gov-

ernci’s veto be taken up first among
the special assignments of the day.

Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, I have a matter that was
referred back to a committee, and I
would like to know if it would be in
order to reconsider that vote and put
an amendment on?

The SPEAKER: The Chair would
suggest that the gentleman wait un-
til orders of the day.

Mr. ROUNDS: I have had the
clerk hold it here, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER: Will the gentle-
man state the title of the bill?

Mr. ROUNDS: It was in regard to
the expenditure of temporary loans.

The SPEAKER: The clerk is not
certain of the paper, the Chair will
state. Just as soon as he can find it,
we will take it up.

Mr. ROUNDS: What I want is to
reserve my rights under orders of the
day. .

The SPEAKER: The Chair will
see that the matter is taken up under
orders of the day.

From the senate: Ordered, the
House concurring, that a joint com-
mittee consisting of two members of
the senate and three members of the -
house be appointed to consider and -
prepare a revision of the laws relat-
ing to savings banks and trust com-
paniew, and report to the next legis-
lature by bill or otherwise. Said
committee is authorized to sit after
the adjournment of the present legis-
lature and to employ such clerical
assistance as it may require.

This order comes from the senate
read and passed. In the house passed
in concurrence.

From the senate: Resolve provid-
ing for a seal of the state.

Passed to be engrossed by the house
on March 15. This comes from the
senate passed to be engrossed as
amended by senate amendment A.

The house voted to reconsider its
action whereby it passed the bill to
be engrossed, and voted to adopt in
concurrence with the senate senate
amendment A. The resolve as
amended by senate amendment A
was then passed to be engrossed in
concurrence.
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From the senate: An Act to abol-
ish the common council of the city
of Lewiston.

This was passed to be engrossed hy
the house in concurrence with the
senate as amended by senate amend-

ment B. It comes back from the
senate, passed to be engrossed as
amended by senate amendments B

and C.

The house thereupon voted to re-
congider its action whereby the bill
was passed to be engrossed as
amended by senate amendment B.
It thereupon voted to adopt in con-
currence with the senate, senate
amendment C. The bill was then
passed to be engrossed as amended
by senate amendment B and senate
amendment C in concurrence.

From the senate: An Act to amend
section 2 and 6 of chapter 66 of the
public laws of 1917, ae amended by
chapter 244 of the public laws of
1917, relating to non-resident fishing
licenses.

This was passed to be engrossed
by the House on February 26. It
comes back from the Senate passed
to be engrossed as amended by Sen-
ate Amendment B.

The House thereupon voted to re-
consider its action whereby it pass-
ed the bill to be engrossed as amend-
ed by Senate Amendment A. The
House then adopted in concurrence
with the Senate, Senate Amendment
A and Senate Amendment B. The
bill was then passed to be engrossed
as amended by Senate Amendment A
and Senate Amendment B in concur-
rence.

Senate Bills on First Reading

Senate 224: An Act to amend
Section 16 of Chapter 118 of the
Revised Statutes, increasing the reg-
istration fees of dealers in securi-
ties and their agents or salesmen.

Senate 223: An Act to amend Sec-
tion 104 of Chapter 16 of the Re-
vised Statutes, relating to the re-
ports of academies and private
schools,

Senate 214: An Act to amend
Section 16 of Chapter 59 of the Re-
vised Statutes, relating to compen-
sation of inspectors.

Senate 220: An Act to regulate
the practice of the system, method
or science of healing, known as os-
teopathy, creating a board of exam-
ination and registration for those
desiring to practice the same, and
providing penalties for violation of
this act.

Senate 222: An Act to provide for
the building of public wharves and
for the establishment of adequate
port facilities and for the advance-
ment of commerce,

Senate 225: An Act to provide for
the licensing of the sardine packers,
to improve the quality of fish used
for sardines, and to establish stand-
ards of measures for sardine her-
ring. (Tabled by Mr. Hinckley of
South Portland, pending its second
reading.)

Senate 215: Resolve in favor of
the town of Castine, for correcting
an error in amount paid for state
road work in the years 1917 and
1918.

Senate 216: Resolve in favor of
the Madigan Memorial Hospital on
account of the care of certain per-
sons during the vear 1917.

Senate 217: Resolve reimbursing
the town of Norridgewock for money
expended for State paupers.

The following bills, resolves and
petitions were presented, and upon
recommendation of the committee
on reference of bills, were referred
to the following committees:

Appropriations and Financial Affairs.
By Mr. Rowe of Yarmouth: Re-
solve in favor of C. Sumner Buck-
ley for services as clerk for the
committee on insane hospitals.

Reports of Committees

Mr. Sanborn, from the committee
on inland fisheries and game, on pe-
tition of ¥. L. Mooney and 32 oth-
ers in favor of the resident hunters
registration law, reported that the
same bhe placed on file, as the sub-
ject matter has already been report-
ed upon by this committee.

AMr. Barnes, from the committee
on judiciary, reported ought not to

_ pass on bhill An Act relating to prop-

erties of dormant, disbanded or ex-
tinct religious societies,
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Same gentleman, from same com-
mittee, on bill An Act to determine
the compensation of special deputy
sheriffs in Penobscot county, report-
ed that the same ought not to pass
as the subject matter is included in
another bill before this Legislature.

Same gentleman, from same com-
mittee, on bill An Act to determine
the compensation of special deputy
sheriffs in Androscoggin county, re-
ported ought not to pass, as the sub-
ject matter is included in another
bill before this Legislature.

Mr. Maher, from same committee,
reported ought not to pass on bill
An Act relating to purposes for
which corporations may be organ-
ized.

Mr. Hussey, from the committee
on legal affairs, on bill An Act to
amend Sections 2, 3 and 4 of Chap-
ter 297, relating to the Fort Kent
Village Corporation, reported legis-
lation inexpedient as same subject
matter is included in another bill.

Mr. Lanpher, from same commit-
tee, reported ought not to pass on
bill An Act to repeal Chapter 6 of
the Revised Statutes, relating to
nominations by primary elections.

(Tabled by Mr. Dutton of Bing-
ham pending acceptance of report
of the committee.)

Mr. Dolloff, from the committee
on towns, reported same on bill An
Act to incorporate the West Ben-
ton Village Corporation.

Reports were read and accepted
and sent up for concurrence.

Minority report of same commit-
no judiciary, reporting ought not to
pass, on bill An Act to grant a new
charter of the city of Waterville.

(Signed) Messrs. DEERING

MURCHIE
MAHER
CHAPLIN
BUZZELL
CONARY
Minority report of shme commit-
tee, on same subject matter, report-
ing ought to pass.
(Signed) Messrs. DAVIES
DEARTH
BARNES
BAXTER
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(Tabled by Mr. Barnes of Houlton,
pending the acceptance of either re-
port.)

Mr. Barnes, from the same com-
mittee, on bill An Act to amend Sec-
tion 5 of Chapter 118 of the Revised
Statutes, relating to fees of sheriffs
and their deputies, reported same in
a new draft, under same title, and
that it ought to pass.

Reports were read and accepted,
and bills and resolves ordered print-
ed under joint rules.

Mr. ROUNDS of DPortland: Mr.
Speaker, does that refer to the sal-
ary of deputy sheriffs?

The SPEAKER: The Chair will
state that it does.
Mr. ROUNDS: Why I speak of

this is I do not know as I shall be
here tomorrow. We are taking up
the matter of sheriffs and deputy
sheriffs in all the counties of the
State and it will all come in in one
bill. It seems that two committees
have had this in charge. One may
get through and one may not, and I
do not like to see two or three bills
on the same subject in this House.

The SPEAKER: Does the gentle-
man wish to move reconsideration of
the vote whereby we accepted the
report?

Mr. ROUNDS: I do.

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure
of the House that we consider the
vote whereby we accepted the re-
port?

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr.
Speaker, it seems to me that that
will be a mistake. Why not let it be
printed? It is just as easy to kill it
after it is printed as before. This bill
has nothing whatever to do with sal-
aries, except the salaries, if you
may call them such, of special dep-
uties; but is the bill presented by
the sixteen sheriffs of the State,
changing the fees of sheriffs for ser-
vice of processes, and their mileage.
It is a long bill, covering several
typewritten pages, and if the gen-
tleman from Portland (Mr. Rounds)
would allow it to be printed, it
would help us greatly in determining
whether it is right or wrong. It will
be just as easy to drop it after it is
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printed as before. 1 would say fur-
ther that a member of the Portland
delegation was one of the sub-com-
mittees that drafted the bill. I am
perfectly willing that it should be in-
definitely postponed when we get to
that, if a majority of the House so
desires, but it is a long bill and let’s
have it printed. I am quite sure it
will not conflict with any notion that
the gentleman from Portland (Mr.
Rounds) has.

Mr. ROUNDS: 1 will ask the gen-
tleman from Houlton (Mr. Barnes)
through the chair if there is no sal-
ary fixed for this or a per diem?

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Houlton (Mr. Barnes) may an-
swer through the chair.

Mr. BARNES: Only as I have stat-
ed. The deputy sheriffs assigned by
the sheriff to special duty have a per
diem. All the rest is fees and trav-
el for service of papers as required
by the statute.

Mr. ROUNDS: Mr. Speaker, 1
think that is just what we are trying
to eliminate—this per diem and fees
at the same time. I am willing it
should lie on the table for printing if
the gentleman from Houlton (Mr.
Barnes) will agree that if I am not
in my seat, he will table it until 1
can look it over. With that under-
standing I withdraw my motion.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Portland (Mr. Rounds) with-
draws his motion, and the bill is tab-
ted for printing under the rules.

Mr. Maher from committee on ju-
diciary reported ought to pass on
bill An Act to reenact Section 24 of
Chapter 69 of the Revised Statutes,
relating to when no succession tax
shall be assessed on the stock, bonds,
or evidence of debt of Maine corpora-
tions. (The rules were suspended
and the bill was given its two sev-
veral readings.)

Mr. Hussey, from the committee on
legal affairs, on bill An Act to amend
an act creating the Fort Kent Vil-
lage Corporation, reported same in a
new draft, under title of An Act to
amend Sections 1, 2, 3 and 4 of
Chapter 297 of the Private and Spe-
cial Laws of 1907, relating to the
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Fort Kent Village Corporation, and
that it ought to pass.

Mr. Williams, from the committee
on public health, on An Act amenda-
tory and additional to Chapter 197
of the Public Laws of 1917, relating
to the State department of health,
and

Resolve in favor of the State de-
partment of health, reported hill and
resolve in one new draft, under title
of An Act amendatory and additional
to Chapter 197 of the Public Laws of
1917, and Chapter 301 of the Public
Laws of 1917, relating to the State
department of health, and that the
same ought to pass.

Reports were read and accepted,
and bills and resolves ordered printed
under joint rules.

First Reading of Printed Bills and
Resolves

House 445: An Act prohibiting
weighers of coal, hay, straw, junk
and other articles and measurers of
wood, bark or charcoal from giving
certificates of weight or measure un-
til they have qualified for the faith-
ful performance of the duties of their
offices.

House 446: An Act to amend Sec-
tion 7 of Chapter 62 of the Revised
Statutes, relating to the name of
State in title of a corporation.

House 447: An Act to amend Sec-
tion 58 of Chapter 4 of the Revised
Statutes, relating to the purposes for
which cities and towns may raise
money.

House 448: An Act to amend
Chapter 51 of the Revised Statutes,
as amended by Chapter 144 of tihe
Public Laws of 1917, relating to the

formation of corporations having
stock without par value.
House 450: An Act to amend

Chapter 147 of the Private and Spe-
cial Laws of 1911, entitled An Act to
amend Section 1 of Chapter 313 of
the Private and Special Laws of 1834,
entitled An Act to incorporate the
Baskahegan Dam Company, as
amended by Chapter 272 of the Pri-
vate and Special Laws cf 1903, and
by Chapter 147 of the Private and
Special Laws of 1911. (New. Draft.)

House 4561: An Act to exempt cer-
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tain public bonds from taxation.
(New Draft.)
House 449: Resolve, in favor of

Frank Williams, administrator of the
estate of Nicola DiNora, late of Bos-

ton, state of Massachusetts. (New
Draft.)
Passed to be Engrossed
Senate 16: An Act granting to

women the right to vote for Presiden-
tial electors.

It was reported from the committee
on bills in third reading. Report ac-
cepted.

Mr. PIKE of Eastport: Mr.
Speaker and gentlemen of the kiouse:
A few days ago a distinguished lady
of this State wrote me a letter in
which she stated that she considered
that anyone who voted for a refec-
endum upon the question ¢£ woman’s
suffrage would be distinctly unfriend-
1y to the cause of suffrage. If you
noted my vote yasterday, you know
that I voted to submit that question
to a referendum-—not a referendum
at a general elestion, because in the
past it has been shown that a very
small percentage of the voters who
vote for Governol exercise their vight
to vote upon the constitutional
amendments; but I voted that it be
submitted to a special clection in
which the attention of the voters of
Maine might be focused on that one
question, and we would then get a
fair expression of their views. I be-
lieve in the referendum and I be-
lieve in the justice of this measure
now pending before this House. It
has been the custom in prior Legis-
latures, and I think in this one, that
if any member is opposed to any
particular bill, he is opposed to the
referendum upon it. That is not my
position. I favor this bill, and yet 1
believe it is one of great consequence
and that the people of Maine at a
special election should decide it. The
wisdom of this House, however, has
ruled otherwise, and I submit to its
judgment.

Gentlemen, the emancipation of
women down through the ages has
been mighty slow—very gradual. Un-
der the old common law she was not
recognized as a person with hardly
any civil rights.
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The husband had the right to inflict
corporal punishment within reasonable
bounds. I am not guite so sure about
the present common law but he stil] re-
tains that right. Not many generatioas
ago women were burned at the stake
for what men described as the crime ot
witcheraft, and that, gentlemen, be 1t
said to its eternal disgrace, in territory
of the State of Maine—or perhaps this
territory belonged to Massachusetts at
that time, Maine not having been sat
off as a separate State. Slowly and
gradually she is securing to herself
some of the rights to which she is just-
ly entitled. When and by whose au-
thority did man usurp to himseif thes
right to set himself up as lord ana
woman as his vassal Where do you
find it, gentlemen? Is it in the temporal
or spiritual laws? I fail to find it, and
yet man has usurped to himself that

right, It is his to dictate the laws; it
is woman’s duty to obey them—a
condition where one-half of the

country sets up a dictatorship over
the other half.

Is woman’s suffrage a new venture,
gentlemen? Are we traveling along a
new path? What is the experience o
this country upon that? I desire Lriefly
to call your attention to the states that
have now adopted woman's suffrage
and the countries also. Women have
full suffrage in New Zealand, Australia
Great Britain—that limited monarchy
Great Britain—Canada, Finland, Nor-
way, Iceland, Denmark, Sweden and
Holland. They have full suffrage in
the following states of the union: Wy-
oming, Colorado, Idaho. Utah, Wash.
ington, California, Arizona, Xansas,
Oregon, Alaska, Montana, Nevada, New
York, Michigan, South Dakota and Ok-
lahoma. Woman's suffrage was first
inaugurated in this courtry in the ter-
ritory of Wyoming in 1863. It worked so
well that when that state appled for
admission to the union in 1830 it was
incorporated in the constitution of that
state. Since that time the states which
I have already mentioned have adopted
that pringiple.

Now, gentlemen, we are largely
guided in the decision of public ques-
tions by what th- great leaders of them
in this natioa have said and I want to
refer very briefly to the position that
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ihe public men of this country have
taken upon this question,
Senator Brady of Idaho has said:

“Idaho has enjoyed the advantages and
blessings of equal suffrage for 18 years
and I can recommend it as a federal
measure.”

Senator Thompson of Xansas has
said: “None of the objections raised
against woman’s suffrage have ever
been experienced in actual practice.”

Representative Brodbeck of Pennsyl-
vania said: “I believe the granting of
woman’s suffrage will do more for the
moral questions before. the people than
all the ministers in the pulpit have been
able to do in the last two decades.”

Lincoln has said, one of the greatest
Presidents this country ever had, whose
memory is respected by all irrespec-
tive of party: ‘T would have all share
in the privileges of government who as-
sist in bearing {its burdens, but no
means excluding woman.,”

And what bas our late honored ex-
President, Roosevelt, said in a pos-
thumous article appearing after his
death in a great publication in this
country entitled ‘“Eves to the Front,”
appearing last month: “There should
be no further delay in giving the wom-
en the right to vote by federal anmend-
ment. It iz absurd to further haggle
about the matter.”” That. gentlemen, ig
probably his last great message to the
American people.

‘What, gentleman, has the President
of this country said upon this question?
In a statement addressed to Congress
very recently he said: ‘I believe that
the full and sincere democratic recon-
struction of the world, for which wa
are striving and which we are deter-
mined to bring about at any cost, will
not have been completely or adequately
attained until women are admitted *o
the suffrage, and that only by that ac-
tlon can the nations of the world real
ize for the benefit of future genera
ticng the full ideal forces of opinion
or the full humane forces of action.
The services of women during this su-
preme crisis of the world’s history hav
been of the most signal usefulness and
distinction. The war could not have
been fought without them or its saeri
flces endured. Tt is high time that

695

some part of our debt of gratitude to
them should be acknowiedged and paid
and the full acknowledgment they ask
is their admission to suffrage.”

War has its heroes and war has its
hero.nes. I shall not take much of the
time of this "Iouse to discuss the part
that wonien "ave played in this great
struggle. I want and could exrect to
see no greater exhibition of bravery
than the Red Cross nurse, Edith Cavel!,
who calmly and resolutely stood before
the firing squad of the Prussian army,
regretting that she had but one life
to give for her country. Woman should
have the right to vote. She prepares
the child for the world, and I urge upon
vou with all' the emphasis at my com-
mand@—help her to prepare the world
for the child,

Mr. Speaker, at this time may Iin-
quire, through theé Chair, of the gen-
tleman from Augusta, Mr. Maher, T un-
derstood from his position yesterday
that he was in favor of the referendum
upon this measure, May I now inquire
of him if he is opposed to the bill itself?®

The SPEAKER: The gentleman from
Augusta, Mr. Maher, may reply if he
wishes.

Mr. MAHER of Augusta:
answer, gentlemen, as simply
clearly as T can: Yes, I am.
plause.)

Mr. PIKE: Then I say, gentle-
men, by whose judgment shall we
be guided? Shall it be by the expe-
rience of forty years? Shall it be
by the judsgment of the great men
cf this country, or shall it be by
the judgment of the gentleman from
Augusta, Mr. Maher? (Applause.) T
respect his judgment, although I
fundamentally disagree with him. T
believe it to be the conviction of
his heart, but yet in the face of the
testimony that has been presented I
cannot agree with him.

I will
and
(Ap-

Something has been said that if
this right were conferred upon wo-
men that they would not exercise
it. Now that has not been true in
practice. Out of a total of 808,092
Chicago voters registered in antici-
pation of a municipal election on
April first 303,586 are women. This
is =aid to be the hest showing which
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women in that city have made since
they were granted a limited fran-
chise. Those who persist in saying
that women would not take the
trouble to vote if given the chance
should ponder on these figures. It
ought to be added that in 23 of the
35 wards of Chicago, the names of
more women than of men were re-
corded on the final day of registra-
tion.

Just one other note along that line.
In answer to a set of questions sent
out by the suffragists, 140 mayors
in the four oldest equal suffrage
states, Wyoming, Colorado, Utah
and Idaho, and in cases where wo-
men had municipal suffrage at the
time, unanimously replied, first, that
women do vote in large numbers,
second, that women are public spir-
ited and take an intelligent interest
in public affairs, and third, that the
vote of disreputable women is a neg-
ligible factor.

I have been a consistent advocate
of suffrage for many years. I was
in favor of it in the first Legisla-
ture that I attended, several years
ago. I have been a student of the
subject since that time. I have seen
absolutely no reasons why I should
revise my judgment. Since that time
states have been coming with me
upon the matter, and men in public
life, who heretofore were opposed to
it, have swung into line; and I say
to you, gentlemen, that I sSee no
reason at this time why I should not
re-affirm my judgment on this great
cause. Volumes have been written
of this question, and I might stand
here and talk until the next Na-
tional Congress submits this amend-
ment to the people, and yet I would
not have covered all the phases of
this great question., I want to say
to you, gentlemen, that I hope this
resolve will have a passage. It will
be a movement for better law in
Maine. It is a movement that means
better government for our good old
State, and I hope to see the bill
have a passage. (Applause.)

Mr. BEAN of Minot: Mr. Speak-
er, I would ask that when the vote
is taken, it be taken by the yeas
and nays.
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The SPEAKER: The question is
on the third reading of the bill. It
is moved and seconded that when
the vote is taken, it be taken by
the yeas and nays. All those in
favor of its being taken by the yeas
and nays will rise,

A sufficient number having arisen
the yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER: All those who:
are in favor of the bill having its
third reading at this time will say
yves when their names are called, and
those who are not in favor of its
having its third reading at this time
will answer no when their names are
called. The clerk will call the roll.

YEA—Adams, Allan of Portland, An-
derson, Arthur, Austin of Milford,
Barnes, Baxter, Bean, Bowie, Bragdon
Brann, Brewster, Brown, Burns of
Madison, Buzzell, Carlton, Cates
Chamberlain of Winstow, Chellig, Cla-
son, Cochrane, Colcord, Cole, Conary,
Corliss, Cowan, Crabtree, Cunningham,

Dain, Davis of O0Old Town, Dolloff,
Dunn, Dutton, Fagan, Farnsworth,
Farrington, Foss, Fuller, Garcelon,

Gray, Grinnell, Hatch, Hinckley, Hol-
ley, Hussey, Jordan of Cape Kliza-
beth, Jordan of New Gloucester, Lan-
pher, Macomber, Marr, Mason, Miller
Millett, Mulligan, Murch, Murchie, Mur-
ray, Orff, Overlock, Perkins of Booth.
bay Harbor, Perkins of Orono, Pike
Plummer, Porter, Putnam, Ricker, Rid
lon, Rowe, Rowell, Sanborn, Smith
Stacey, Stevens, Storm, Swift, Thomas
of “South Portland, Tilden, Varney of
Windham, Warren, Washburn, Weath-
erbee, Williams of Auburn, Williams of

Wells, Wilson of Presque Isle, Wy-
man—~85,
NAY—Alden, Audibert, Austin of

South Berwick, Berry, Burns of Eagle
Lake, Carey, Case, Chamberlain ot
Lebanon, Chaplin, Clifford, Coulombe,
Crane, Daigle, Davis of Freeport, Doyle,
Dunning, Eaton, Flint, Forbes, Fowles,
Gilmour, Granville, Greeley, Hammond,
Hanson, Houghton, Jillson, Jones, Lau-
sier, Leathers, Leonard, Maher, Ma-
thews, McLeary, Mitchell, Morin, Nel-
son, O’Connell, O'Leary, Owen, Pattee
Peabody, Reed, Ring, Roberts, Rounds
Savage, Simons, Small, Stanley, Swealt,
Thomasg of Harpswell, Varney of Jones-
boro, Wilson of Portland—54,

ABSENT—Allen of Sanford, Brackett
Bradford, Casey, Furbish, Hisler, Lan-
gelier, Love, Mace, Prillips, Sawyer
Sullivan—12,

Eighty-five having voted in the af-
firmative and 54 in the negative, it
was voted to give the bill its third
reading at this time. (Applause).

The bill then received its third
reading and was passed to be en-
grossed,
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Senate 168: Resolve proposing an
amendment to Article 9 of the consti-
tution so as to provide for a bond is-
sue for the purposes of building and
maintaining public wharves and for
the establishment of adequate port
facilities in the State of Maine.

Senate 204: Resolve appropriating
money for the public roads of Oxford
county in accordance with an act of
Congress approved May 23rd, 1908.

Senate 206: Resolve for laying the
county taxes for the year 1919.

(Tabled by Mr. Rounds of Portland
pending second reading.

Senate 205: Resolve for the laying
of the county taxes for the year 1920.

(Tabled by Mr. Rounds pending
second reading.)

House 194: An Act to amend the
charter of the city of South Port-
land.

Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, Senate 205 and 208, the two
resolves just tabled by me pending
second reading, I wish to make a lit-
tle statement in reference to. We
have got to have more money for our
taxes. 'The clerk of courts in our
county, as I understand it, is six
vears behind in his records, and the
court has ordered an auditor to look
over his records. It was for that rea-
son that I tabled these resolves until
we can prepare an amendment cov-
ering the taxes.

The SPEAKER: This brings us
to the matters specially assigned for
today, and by agreement the Gov-
ernor’s veto message on bill, An Act
relating to the construction of third-
class highways, was to be consider-
ed first.

Mr. CLASON of Lisbon: Mr.
Speaker, I suggest that the Speaker
make the motion before I make any
remarks.

The SPEAKER: Bill, An Act to
amend Section 36 of the Revised
Statutes as enacted in Chapter 258
of the Public Laws of 1917, and to
provide for the construction of third-
class highways. The Chair read the
veto message on this bill. The ques-
tion is, shall this bill become a law
notwithstanding the objections of
the Governor?

Mr. CLASON:
gentlemen, there are

Mr. Speaker and
times when
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men differ in their honest judg-
ment. It is my desire, and I be-
lieve it is the desire of every mem-
ber of this Legislature to comply
with the wishes of the chief execu-
tive whenever it is possible; but I
believe that the large majority of
the people of this State desire the
passage of this act amending the
highway mill tax law in order to
provide funds for the special road
resolve passed by the members of
the committee on ways and bridges.
Mr. Speaker, I hope that the veto
will not be sustained.

The SPEAKER: The question be-
tfore the House is, shall the bill be-
come a law notwithstanding the ob-
jections of the Governor? On this
the Constitution provides for a yea
and nay vote. All those who are
in favor of the bill becoming a law,
notwithstanding the objections of the
Governor, will answer yes when their
names are called, those opposed will
answer no. The clerk will call the
roll.

YEA-—-Adams, Alden, Anderson, Ar-
thur, Audibert, Austin of Milford, Aus.
tin of South Berwick, Barnes, Baxter
Bean, Berry, Bowie, Bragdon, Brann
Brown, Burng of Eagle Lake, Burns ot
Madlson Buzzell, Carleton, Case, Cates,
Chamberlm of Lebanon Chamberlain
of Winslow, Chaplin, Chellls Clason,
Clifford, Colcord, Cole, Conary, Corliss
Coulombe, Cowan, Crane, Cunningham,
])aiglg,1 Dain, Davis of Old Town, Dol
loff, Dunn, Dunning, Dutton, KEaton
Fa.gan Farnsworth Farrmgton Flint
Foss, Forkes, Fow]es Fuller, Garcelon
Gilmour. Gray, Granvﬂle, Greeley, Grin-
nell, Hammond, Hanson, Hatch, Hinck-
ley, Holley, Houghton, Hussey, Jillson,
Jones, Jordan of Cape Elizabeth, Jor-
dan of New Gloucester, Lanpher, Lau-
sier, Leonard, Macomber, Maher, Marr
Mason Mathews McLeary, Millett, Mo-
rin, Mulhgan, Murch, Murchie, Murrav
\elson O’Connell, O’Leary, Orff Over-
lock, Owen Pattee Peabody, Perkins
of Boothbay Harbor Perkins of Orono
Pike, Plummer, Porter Putnam, Reed
Rlcker Ridlon, Ring, Roberts Rounds
Rowe, Rowell, Sanborn, Savage, Si-
mons, Small, Smith, Stacey, Stanley,
btevens, Storm, Sweatt Swift, Thomas
of Harpswell, Thomas of South Port-
land, Tilden, Varney of Jonesboro, Var.
ney 'of Wmdham ‘Washburn, Weather-
bee, Williams of Auburn, Williams of
We?};ls Wilson of Presque Isle, Wyman

NAY—Allan of Portland, Brewster,
Carey, Cochrane, Crabtree, Davis of
Freeport, Doyle, ILeathers, Miller,
Mitzchell ‘Warren, Wilson of Portland._
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ABSENT—Allen of Sanford, Brackett
Bradford, Casey, Furbish, Hisler, Lan-
giallier, Love, Mace, Sawyer, Sullivan

PAIRED—Grinnell (no) and Phillipg
(yes).

The SPEAKER: One hundred and
‘twenty-six having voted yes, and 12
having voted no, it is a vote that the
‘bill become a law, notwithstanding
the objections of the Governor.

Mr, CLASON: Mr. Speaker, I
move that the Governor’'s veto mes-
sage and the bill be sent directly to
the Senate.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
‘motion prevailed.

The SPEAKER: We have a matter
specially asdigned for today, report
of the committee on legal affairs,
ought not to pass, on Resolve propos-
ing an amendment to the constitution
providing for holding the biennial
state election on Tuesday next after
first Monday in November, House
No. 314, tabled pending acceptance.
The Chair will recognize the gentle-
man from Eastport, Mr. Pike.

Mr. PIKE of Eastport:
Speaker and (Gentlemen of the
House: Having due consideration
for yvou, I do not desire to inflict
two speceches upon you at the same
session, and as some of the matter
which I intended to speak upon in
reference to this subjec: I have nct
with me at this time, I would ask
your kind indulgence, if you would
permit it to go over until tomorrow
and have it specially assigned for
the first matter for consideration.

The SPEAKER: I4 it the pleasure
of the House that the natter be again
tabled and specially assigned for the
first matter for tomorrow morning.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion failed of passage.

Mr. PIKE: Mr. Speaker and gen-
tlemen of the House, I have intro-
duced a resolve to change the date of
election from September to Novem-
ber because I believe it is right, in
the first instance. If any of you
gentlemen can show me why that
every two years we should have two
electionyg instead of one; if yvou can
bring anything having a proper

Mr.

‘at any other time.
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bearing upon that matter to my
mind, I shall be very glad to serious-
ly consider it. The motto of our
State is “Dirigo”’—I1 lead; I direct—
and yet gentlemen, upon this ques-
tion 46 states of our union have their
election in November, and we still
continue to hold ours in September,
and for what profit or purpose? Whyv
is it necessary on every presideniial
yvear to put this state to the expense
of holding two elections? Is it in the
interest of economy and good govern-
ment, or is it in the interest of par-
tisan politics? Let us see. In the
estimated expenditures, you will find
in the pamphlet prepared by the
state auditor that it cost $5000 sim-
ply to print the ballots for the No-
vember election. Why not save that
$5000—you who are so anxious to
economize; you who feel the neces-
sity of saving every dollar possible
at a time in the htstory of the state
finances when we need it more than
Think of the ex-
pense that 20 cities and all the towns
of this state are put to, to have two
elections. Think of the time and en-
ergy that the municipal officersi of
the state put into one unnecessary
election. My resolve is intended to
have one election, and that in No-
vember. I was very much surprised
to read in the Kennebec Journal un-
der date of March 15, the following:
“Pike of Kastport evidently intends
to make another attempt for the
passage of his act to amend the law
so that the state eelction shall be in
October instead of September, as he
has tabled and specially assigned for
next Wednesday the bill and report,
ought not to pass, pending accept-
ance.”” Oh, for a fair and independ-
ent press in Maine, that the doings
of this Legislature might go to the
people. Think of that paper going
out to its 13,000 subscribers in Maine,
gaying that PPike of Eastport wants
to change the election to October!
That is the official organ of the Re-
publican party in this state, and that
is the way it is molding public senti-

ment. What think you of 13,000
readers of that paper when they
read that sort of stuff. They will

say the gentleman from Eastport
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should be on the other side of the
river, instead of this side.

Now, what are the objections?
Specious arguments will be advanced
here to cover up and camouflage the
real issue. The hearing was given
before the legal affairs committee,
that very able non-partisan body,
consisting of 10 Republicans and ab-
solutely no Democrats whatever.
There is where the hearing was held.
I appeared bhefore that committee
and made the best presentation of
the matter that I could. A gentle-
man appeared before that commit-
tee in opposition to the measure,—
a very distinguished Republican who
ranks high in the party in this
state,—and I want to read you from
the report of his remarks in the Lew-
iston Evening Journal what he said.
This is what he said, because I
heard it. “Honorable Benjamin F.
Cleaves spoke in opposition to the
bill. Hig opposition, he said, was
based on two things: first, on the
pure ground of Republican politics.
Representative Pike left the room at
this point”—and I did, in disgust. “He
said he had never known a Republi-
can to introduce a resolution to make
this change. Now, said Judge
Cleaves, that we are about to lose
the only real political issue we have
ever had in this‘( state in my time,—
prohibition,—and after July all our
tongues will be so dry that we cannot
say prohibition, we must think this
over well. T consider it very unwise;
that it would have a tendency to mix
our local issues and conditions with
the national issues whizh, in his judg-
ment, would be detrimental to the
best interests of our state.”” Now
there, gentlemen, is the reason—the
real reason. It may be argued upon
the floor of this house that it would
be a great inconvenience to the lum-
ber interests and the men who work
in the woods to have an election in
November. I submit that a very
small fractional part of 150,000 or
160,000 voters in Maine are ecm-
ployed in the woods, and I submit
that if the voters of northern New
York, northern Wisconsin and north-
ern Minnesota—those states in the
north of this country—can have their
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election in November, that we can
also; so I think that that is no valid
objection,

A great deal has been said and
something has been written upon this
important question., It will be ar-
gued in this House, I have no doubt,
that there is no public demand for
this thing. That is one¢ of the argu-
ments that is going to he advanced, I
am very sure. No petitions have been
presented for it; no one appeared be-
fore the legal affairs but myself in
favor of it, and therefore no one
wants to make such a change. Now,
gentlemen of this house, you are
passing constitutional amendments—
they are going through here—in
which there have been no petitions
presented; for which, so far as you
can judge, there is no great public
demand.
petitions brought into a Maine legis-
lature? If any member of the legis-
lature is interested in any particular
bill, and wants the support of his
constituency or others he prepares
petitions and sends them out to his
constituents and to other towns, and
they come in;
attempted to take away some of the
cherished rights of the citizens of our
state, you do not find the great pub-
lic of Maine clamoring at the doors of
this legislature in favor or against
any particular measure. I will give
a bond with satisfactory sureties
that in the space of 60 days I will put
a petition into this house of 20,000
voters, and I do not know but 50,000,
in favor of it. The public sentiment
is not organized. While a sentiment
may exist, yet no one man of his own
volition will go around in his com-
munity and solicit subscribers to a
petition. At this stage of my address
on the question of public sentiment, T
want tostate to the House that in my
section of Maine there lives a very
distinguished gentleman, whom east-
ern Maine respects, who has been a
very close observer of public affairs
in Maine for many years, who was
candidate for the high office of sena-
tor in this state——Honorable John F.
Lynch of Machias, a gentleman who
has not a peer as a lawyer at the
bar of this state. In his remin-
iscences upon public matters in

In the first place, how are:

but unless you have-

'
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Maine, and especially upon the mat-
ter of the purety of elections, he has
said the following: :*I remember one
year when the Democrats had gotten
up more enthusiasm than usual,
strange to say, the delegates to the
coming convention brought their
bands and the noise they made
frightened some of the Republicans,
and a few of them spoke to one of
the leading men of the party about it,
He was the leading member of one of
the churches, but he did not think it
a sin to buy votes to beat the Demo-
crats. He told the fellows who were
alarmed that it cost a good deal to
bring three bands to a Machias con-
vention, and he would rather have
what it cost to pay for votes with,
and the result of the election showed
‘that his money got more votes than
our bands. Human nature is very
much alike the world over. Perhaps
if the Decmocrats had had the same
sources to get money from to use in
th~ election they would have been as
bad as the Republicans were. It was
a common =aying among the Demo-
cratic voters that if we could get
some money to use, we would beat
themn. and it so happened one year
that the Democratic committee in
Mzachias got $600 to use for political
purposes. The confidence that the
money created in the party was
wonderful; a victory was looked for-
ward to with delight. The committee
had never been favored with any-
thing like that amount of money, and
after several consultations they de-
cided that it was necessary to have
-@ome rum. The Republican commit-
tee, one of whom was a leading
church member, had secured a good
supply, and it seemed necessary to
have the same tools to work with. It
was a hot political contest in town
that election day. I was not a. can-
didate for office and had nothing to
do with the party management, but
was interested and worked around
and talked with the voters—-"

Mr, WILSON of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, I rise to a point of order.

The SPEAKER: The Chair feels
that the gentleman from Eastport,
Mr. Pike, is not sirictly addressing
himself to the question. It hardly
seems as if those matters relate to

the question of acceptance of the
report.

Mr. PIKE: Mr. Speaker, I will
prove that my remarks are pertinent
in a moment.

The SPEAKER: The Chair does
not wish to interrupt; only confine
yourself to the question.

Mr. PIKE: Mr. Speaker, I want to
bring to the attention of this House
that the election held in September is
merely for the purpose of making
Maine a political barometer and for
no other purpoge, and along that line
I have attempted—when I was inter-
rupted—to show to you that the man-
agement of both parties make every
effort by the use of intoxicating
liquors and by the use of money to
get out the largest possible vote.
The Republicans desire that Maine
shall roll up a large majority, so
that it may be said, as it was said of
old, on the evening of election day
when a distinguished member of the
national committee of the Republican
party would wire to headquartens,
‘‘Glorious Republican victory. Maine
has reaffirmed her allegiance to the
principles of the Republican party by
a majority of 45,000, or the effect that
it might have upon the elections in 46
other states of our union to be held in
November, What other te:timony have
we upon this important matter. I in-
troduce to you another witness, an
honored ex-Governor of our State, a
distinguished member of the majority
party of this House, now your United
S*ates senator serving in Washington—
Hon. Bert M. Fernald. In his inaugural
address in 1909 he said: ‘I suggest to
vou also the consideration of legisla-
tion leading to the change of the date
of our State election to November, so

" as to conform to the custom in other

states of the union and to bring our
election in. presidential years on the
same day as that of the election of
precidential electors.” He further said:
“It is a waste of time and money to
hold two elections where one can cerva
as well” I do not know what respect
the majority side of this House will
have for his judgment, but I respect it
hiechly, This is a measure both in the
interests of economy and honest and
pure e'ections. You cannot argue



LEGISLATIVE RECORD—HOUSE, MARCH 19, 1919

against either of those two propositions.
In June of every presidential year a
representative of the Democrat party
is sent to the national committee to
procure funds, and a representative
party is sent to headquarters of the
Republican national committee for that
same purpose. How much better you
are, holding your election in Septem-
ber, to present your case to the Repub-
lican national committee, Maine fires
the first gun, gentiemen of the nation-
‘al Republican committee., We desire
to roll up a large majoritv. You know
the popular effect that it is claimed to
have had on other states of the union.
Help us all you can. That argument
has been presented many times and was
productive of good results. I want to
el'm'nate the use of money in election,
and this is one great step in that di-
rection. Vermont hung onto that old
-discarded practice longer than any other
state in the union except Maine, and
some years ago she discarded it, and
now holds her election in November.
T hold in my hangd a letter in reply to
one which T wrote to the governor and
secretary of state of the state of Ver-
ment, which letter was referred to the
lepiclative librarian., I want to briefly
quote from it. It is under date of
March 4th, 1919: ‘‘So far as our infor-
mation extends, this change was made
because it was thought that the holding
of two elections in presidential years.
was unnecessary; that there was no
#00d reason why there should he an
additional election necessitated hv the
Sentember date. Since the change
there has been some obiertion that it
was unwise, because Vermont loses
some prestige which it had otherwise
had as a political barometer, How se-
rious this objection is T am not able to
state, although it has probably made
it somewhat more difficult for the va-
rious party organizations to secure po-
litical aid from their national political
organizations, because of the opinion
that the result of the Vermont election
13 generally one-sided.” Now that is
the experience of the state of Vermont.
I realize very, very fully that I can-
not hope to convert one of the majority
part of this House. The only thing I
can attempt to do is to call this matter

to the attention of the voters of Maine,
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and I hope that some day, not very
far distant, that the people of Maine
will see to it that this change, which
is in the interest of economy and good
government, will be made. (Applause.)

Mr. BRAGDON of Perham: Mr,
Speaker, 1 came here this morning
with the idea of making a few remarks
in favor of the acceptance of this re-
port, if it became necessary; but it
seems to me that the gentleman from
Eastport, Mr. Pike, has so fully stated
the Republican position upon this ques-
tion, and as it appears that the 10 Re-
publican members of this non-partisan
committee were in their right mind and
entitled to a seat on this side of the
river instead of on the other side, and
because of all of the evidence presented
for and against this measure, that it
will be unnecessary to debate it fur-
ther unless some member of the House
should have something upon his mind
that would afford him a large measure
of relief to get rid of. (Applause.)

Mr. HINCKLEY of South Portland:
Mr, Speaker, 1 perhaps stand in that
position. T am sorry that the Republi-
can majority in this House, after the
gentleman from Eastport (Mr, Pike) eX-
plained, as he did, the very awkward
position he was in—that he had come
there unprepared and left all of his pa-
pers at home—refused him the privi-
lere of having this matter go over un-
ti] tomorrow, It seems to me it was a
very dlscourteous thing to do, to place
him in that awkward pocition and force
him to argue this matter without any
rapers or anything to refer to. Never-
thele~s, T always feel in an awkward
position when T onpo~e the di~tinruish-
ed gentleman from Eastnort (Mr Pike).
He is right on most questions. T re-
spect his judgment in most matters;
but history records the fact that great
minds, who are generally right, on cer-
taln oceasions get on the wrong track,
and T assume that rather great men
have found themcelves in this awkward
position. Tt ig nothing against the dis-
tinguished gentleman from FEastport
(Mr, Pike) that he might find himself
in like position.

Now I repedat the words of the gen-
tleman from KEastport, the motto of
the State of Maine is “Dirigo”—I lead.
1 direct. Forty-six states now hoid
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their elections in November and Maine
holds its election in September. I can-
not conceive of anybody but a Demo-
cratic leader, who has been accustom-
er to discussing Democratic sophistries.
who could try to argue, persuade, in-
fluence and cause to be believed, the
proposition that November leads Sep-
tember. It sound like Democratic poli-
tics and Democratic reasoning; gener-
ally more than three months hehind,
but they limit themselves this time to
three months.

Mr. Speaker, this matter came be-
fore the committee on legal affairs.
We listened very attentively; we ap-
peared, at least, to be profound, or
tried to be, and tried to be courte-
ous. We heard the spirited eloquence
of the distinguished Republican lead-
er, who was referred to, and we lis-
tened attentively to the moderate el-
oquence of the distinguished gentle-
man from Eastport (Mr. Pike). After
listening to the arguments on both
sides, we took the matter under se-
rious consideration, and we decided
that it was proper, and for the best

interests of the entire State of Mains, °

to report this bill as we did, ought
not to pass.

Now, men, to my mind—and the
distinguished gentleman has told us
that he in making this argument
does not expect and does not intend,
or hope, to change the vote of one
Republican; he expects them to vote
against it; but he has made his ar-
gument and he is putting his argu-
ment in this record for a specific
purpose. I say to you, that outside
of the political considerations, there
are many pertinent reasons why the
State of Maine should continue to
have its elections in September, as
it has through the past decades. We
are entering, I believe, upon a re-
construction period—upon a period
of development; upon a period when
the young men who have been leav-
ing our cities and going into the
larger states of the TUnion;—who
have been enticed away from our
State by the great industrial and
commercial activities of other states
—are coming back. We are entering
that period of development in the
State of Maine when great and im-
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portant questions ave coming before
us; questions which will mean much
to us; and I say to you, men, that
it is in the interests of the State
of Maine that when the time for
election comes around, and when
these great questions of state are
to be decided, that they should not
be mingled—they should not be
mixed, with these national questions.
We have got great problems in
Maine to decide, and we can decide
them better when we decide them
in September without being encum-
bered or bothered by the great na-
tional problems. For this reason,
and for no other, I feel that the
State of Maine should continue to
vote in September and elect its state
officers and its county officers with-
out being bothered and hampered
by these other matters.

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr,
Speaker, is there a motion before
the House?

The SPEAKER: There is no mo-
tion, but the pending question is the
acceptance of the report. o

Mr. BARNES: I move the pre-
vious question. )

The SPEAKER: All those who
are in favor of giving consent to
entertain the motion for the pre-
viowt question will indicate it by
standing.

A sufficient number having arisen,
the previous question was ordered.

The SPEAKER: Shall the main
question be put now? All those in
favor say aye; those opposed no.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
main question was ordered.

Mr. PIKE of Eastport: Mr.,
Speaker, I omitted to make the mo-
tion to substitute the resolve for
the report, and I desire to make that
motion now. .

The SPEAKER: The Chair will
be compelled to rule that the gen-
tleman having failed to make his
motion, and the pending question
being acceptance of the report, that -
it must put that question.

Mr. PIKE: Mr. Speaker, I arose
to make it, and the Chair did not
recognize me.

The SPEAKER: When a motion -
for previous question is put, the
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Chair entertains no other motion
until that matter is settled. If it
is the pleasure of the House to re-
consider the vote whereby the pre-
vious question was ordered, it can
do so.

Mr. PIKE: Mr. Speaker, 1 sin-
cerely hope the members of the
House will grant me that privilege.
It was an oversight on my part.

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleas-
ure of the House to reconsider the
vote whereby the previous question
was crdered?

A viva voce vote weing taken, the
miotion to reconsider prevailed.

Mr. PIKE: Mr. Speaker, I move
the substitution of the resolve for
the report, and I further move that
when the vote is taken, it be taken
by yeas and nays.

The SPEAKIER: The motion is
made that the resolve be substituted
for the report, and the same gen-
tleman moves that when the vote 1s
taken, it be taken by yeas and nays.
As many as are in favor of taking
the vote by yeas and nays, will rise
and stand.

A sufficient number failed to arise.

The SPEAKER:"  The question is
the motion of the gentleman from
Eastport, Mr. Pike, that the resolve
be substituted for the report. As
many as are in favor of the motion
will say aye; those opposed no.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
rotion failed of passage.

The SPEAKER: It comes now
10 the question of the acceptance of
the report.

Oa motion by Mr. Hinckley of
Scuth Portland, it was voted to ac-
cept the report, ought not to pass.

The SPEAKER: This brings us to
the tabled and unassigned matters.
The Chair wishes to call the atten-
tion of the members of the House
that these are important madtters,
and they should be given your at-
tention and not be hurried too much.
I want to make the suggestion that
this is Wednesday, and we want to
take care of all matters possible on
the table; that while it is within the
province of the House to do as they
please, the Chair suggests that all

matters possible be taken from the
table and advanced.

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr.
Speaker, I move that we take from
the table Senate Document No. 34,
majority report, ought not to pass,
minority report, ought to pass, on
bill, an Act relating to the granting
of lobster licenses.

The SPEAKER: The Chair will
state that these matters are all com-
ing off in the order in which they ap-
pear upon the calendar.

Mr. MAHER: Mr., Speaker, I rise
to a point of order. I wish to make
a parliamentary inquiry. I under-
stood the Chair to say that this was
Wednesday?

The SPEAKER: The Chair will
state that we are on recess, and that
vesterday is today.

Mr. PERKINS of Boothbay Har-
bor: Mr. Speaker and gentlemen of
the House, I move that the matter
lie upon the table without assign-
ment. I am perfectly willing to ar-
gue the bill at this time, but I am
restrained from doing so at the re-
quest of members of this House who
are waiting the arrival of some
amendments. I put that bill in the
first day I was in this House and I
am willing to argue it at any time,
but I make this motion at their re-
quest.

Mr. HINCKLEY of South Port-
land: Mr. Speaker, just a word in
explanation. I have realized for
some time that the gentleman from
Boothbar Harbor (Mr. Perkins) was
in an awkward position., I think it
is fair to him to say that it has not
been at his request, but at the re-
quest of several members of this
House, including the gentleman from
Belfast (Mr. Buzzell) that this mat-
ter was held up. There are several
matters pertaining to the Ilobster
laws in different committees, and in
different stages, and it has been the
hope of several members of this
House that we could get together,”
have a conference and agree, so as
to have them all go through and
save time. The gentleman from
Boothbay Harbor (Mr. Perkins) has
very Kindly consented to this, and
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has been tabling it from time to
time. I do not know what is best to
do, but I believe it will be for the
best interest of this House and that
it will facilitate business, if this mat-
ter still lies on the table until we
get all these matters together and
try to thresh out and decide upon
somehing definite.

The SPEAKER: The Chair will
state that the motion to lay on the
table is not debatable, but of course
it is glad to have the explanation.

A division being had,

One hundred and three having
voted in the affirmative, and none in
the negative, the motion by Mr. Per-
kins of Boothbay Harbor that the
bill be laid upon the table without
definite assignment prevailed.

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr,
Speaker, it would be a pleasure to
stay here all summer, but some of us
cannot. Let me ask the gentleman
from Boothbay Harbor (Mr. Perkins)
through the Chair, when he will as-
sign that hearing? -

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Boothbay Harbor, Mr. Perkins,
may reply through the Chair.

Mr. PERKINS: Mr. Speaker, in re-
ply to the gentleman from Houlton
(Mr. Barnes) I think that next Tues-
day will be all right. The amendments
ought to be here by that time.

Mr. BARNES: Mr. Speaker, in or-
der that there may be no uncertainty
as to our future action, I give notice
now that I shall call this from the
table each day until it is disposed
of.

Mr. PERKINS: That ig perfectly
satisfactory to me.

The Chair lays before the House,
Senate Document No. 196, An Act
for the better protection of alewives
in this state, tabled by the gentle-
man from Nobleboro, Mr. Mulligan,
pending reference to committee.

On motion by Mr. Mulligan of
Nobleboro, the bill was referred to
the committee on sea and shore fish-
eries.

The Chair lays before the House,
An Act relating to the pollution of
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the waters of the state by sawdust
and other mill waste, House Docu-~
ment No. 382, tabled by the gentle-
man from Minot, Mr. Bean, pending
secnnd reading.

Mr. BEAN of Minot: Mr. Speaker
and gentlemen of the House, I wish
to enter a motion that this bill be
indefinitely postponed, and I desire
to say a few words in support of the
motion. The position which I find
myself in this morning reminds me
of the story about the country youth
and the village parson. The boy was
in the habit of swearing and it so
happened that one day when he was
tearing it off, the minister came

along, and being attracted by the
boy’s language, approached the
youth and began saying, “I am

afraid.” The youth immediately re-
sponded, “Why in Hell don’t you
run?” :

Now this matter is one which 1
am afraid of, but I am not going to
run. On looking this measure over X
tried first to settle in my own mind
whether this proposition was drafted
by a country squire or a city attor-
ney, but on further consideration I
became convinced that it must have
been drafted by a full fledged sport.
Arriving at this conclusion, my next
impression was, this being the case,
that possibly his sympathies had
gotten away with his better judg-
ment. Now, gentlemen, just what is
it that the friends of this measure
wish to accomplish? If I understand
correctly, what is printed on pages 2
and 3, and at the top of page 4 is the
law, as it at present stands, and I
wish to call your attention to the
provisions in this law from lines 60 to
59 on page 3. “No person or cor-
poration shall place or deposit in
any of the lakes or ponds of the
state, or into any of the following
named rivers, brook# and streams,
* ¥ % * or allow the same to be
done by anyone in their employ, any
slabs, edgings, sawdust, chips, bark,
mill waste, shavings or fibrous ma-
terial created in the manufacture of
Iumber, or place or deposit the same
on the banks of any of the above
named waters in such negligent or
careless manner that the same shall
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fall or be washed into said waters, or
with the intent that the same shall
fall or be washed into said waters.
‘Whoever violates any provision of
this section shall pay a fine of not
less than five or more than one hun-
dred dollars and coster for each of-
fense.”

Now, gentlemen, as regards this
section of the old law, I wish to say
this, that I am somewhat acquainted
with the saw-mill business, and I
challenge any man to say that it is
possible for a man to operate a saw-
mill that sets out into a stream and
prevent any of the slabs, bark, saw-
dust or any of the mill waste from
going into that stream. It is an ab-
solute inpossibility, Now what be-
comes of the mill operator, if any
one makes a complaint? He would
be obliged to appear in court, with
not one chance in a thousand of his

acquittal. He simply would have to
pay his fine. There canont be any
defense. I wish to say that in my

humble judgment it is one of the
most unreasonable, unjust and ab-
surd pieces of legislation that we
have printed in our statutes today.
Nevertheless this is the law, and it
has been regularly passed by a pre-
ceding legislature und it applies to
the waters named in the first sec-
tion of this printed law as we have it
before us. Now what more do they
want? Instead of coming here be-
fore this legislature and asking for
this law to be applied to the waters
in our state, they propose the follow-
ing: Let us read page four, line one,
“Provided further,”—and, gentlemen,
remember it wae ‘“‘the last straw that
broke the camel’s back.” “Provided
further, that the commissioner of in-
land fisheries and game shall have
authority.” Now listen, it is au-
thority they want, and for what pur-
pose? Why, first to act as judge, and
secondly as legislator and then what
dc they propose to do with the laws
they make? Why, have them printed
three times in some paper in the
county and then send them to the
clerk of courts for preservation. Now,
gentlemen, I do not know but what
you ‘are going to ascribe to such a
proposition; but I, for one, am not
and I think that there are others here

who probably wish to say something
on this matter, and I will now re-
frain from discussing the dquestion
further.

My, WILSON of Presque Isle: Thig
is a bill that has been on the statutes
for some time. It is to save the lives
of the young trout and salmon that
run up the stream to their breeding
grounds. The provision of the law is
that it shall be under the direction of
a game commissioner on petition of
twenty-five that he shall have a
hearing and investigate with refer-
ence to any stream that he wished to
keep sawdust, shavings and other
pollution from. The law says 25 citi-
zens of the state. It should be 25
citizens of the locality in which the
stream is situated.

Mr. BUZZELL of Belfast: Mr.
Speaker, we are, it seems to me,
losing valuable time. I assume that
the gentleman from Minot (Mr.
Bean) is against thie bill. At this
time I move you that it be given its
second reading.

The SPEAKER: The Chair will
state that there is a motion already
before the House. The gentleman
from Minot, Mr. Bean, has moved the
indefinite postponement of the bill,

Mr. LLANPHER of Sebec: Mr.
Speaker, I would like to say just a
word on this topie, and I will be very
brief. I think this is the only time
thie session that the gentleman from
Minot (Mr. Bean) and I have agreed
on any question, but I am on his side
this morning. It seems to me that
when the interests of our fish and
game conflict with the interests of
our great lumbering industry or any
of our great industrial enterprises
that the fish and game interests
ought to give way. It strikes me
that it is rather a dangerous thing to
allow the fish and game commis-
sioner, representing special interests
as he does, to have the absolute de-
cision on a question which concerns
not only the fish and game interests,
but the Iumbering and sawmill in-
dustries as well, and that at least if
this bill is given a passage,
it should be amended so that some-
body besides the fish and game com-
missioner should have some say in the
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matter. It seems to me that if this
b1ll be came a law it might well be that
in some instances injustice would be
done that some sawmill industry that
was employing many men might be put
out of business when 25 citizens of the
locality who were interested, not :in
lumbering, not in sawmill industries,
but in fish and fishing, signed a peti
"tion ‘dnd brought it before the fish and
game ~ commissioner—that injustice
mlght be done and some worthy enter-
prise be put out of business. Where
the rivers and streams are being pol-
luted, where abuse is being made in
-any case, they have the privilege now
of coming before the Legislature and
getting a special act to close that
stream to sawmill waste, This bill in-
cludes a long list of slreams and brooks
in the State of Maine where that has
been done, and it is propo-ed hereafter
,to leave it to the fish and game com-
missioner to say on petition of 25 citi-
zens of the locality that any sawmill
on that brook or river may be put out
of business, I think it an unsafe and
an unwise thing to do.

* . Mr. HINCKLEY of South Portland:

Mr. Speaker, let me just say a word, I
knowsomething about he sawmills of
the State, and I know that many of
them are not today permitting their
sawdust and other pollution to go into
the river. I see no resson why every
sawmill and every other manufacturing
industry should not be restrained from
polluting by sawdust or otherwise thess
waters. I believe the State of Maine
and her citizens have some interest in
the great industries which we are =9
glad to have; but it must be recog
nized that the people have rights tha
should not be taken from them. It is
true that practically every stream anl
river in the State of Maine has been
so polluted that the person who wants
to go out fishing is absolutely deprived
of that right. The streams and rivers
are ruined for these purposes, and that
is an unalienable right of the citizens
of this State, and it should be enjoyed.
T hope this bill will have a passage.

Mr., FLINT of Monson: Mr. Speaker,
I think if this bill is indefinitely post-
poned it practically does away with
what laws we have. We have a law
that prohibits sawdust in mill streams

LEGISLATIVE RECORD—I{OUSE, MARCH 19,:1919

getting into ponds and lakes, and this
includes streams and rivers. I do not
know if we indefinitely postpone this
bill whether it will do away with the
whole effect or not,
The SPEAKER:
for the question?

Mr. BEAN of Minot: Mr. Speaker, I
do not understand that the indefinite
postponement of this measure would
have anything to do with the laws that ~
now stand.

Mr. HINCKLEY of South Portland:
I move the previous question,

The SPEAKER: The question tefore
the House is the motion of the gentle.
man from Minot, Mr. Bean, that the bil]
be indefinitely postponed. All those in
favor will say aye; those opposed, no.

A viva voce vote being had, the mo-
tion to indefinitely postpone failed of
passage.

The SPEAKER: The pending ques-
tion is the second reading of the bill.

Mr, LANPHER of Sebec: Mr. Speak-
er, I offer an amendment and move its
adoption.

House Amendment A to House Bill
No, 382,

Amend by adding after the words
“‘commissioner of inland fisheries and
game” in the first and second lines of
the last paragraph of said bill, the
words ‘‘and the forest commissioner.’
Also by adding the words ‘‘and the for-
est commissioner” after the word
“game’ in the 16th line of said para-
graph,

A viva voce vote being taken,
amendment was adopted.

Mr. DUTTON of Bingham: Mr. Speak-
er, I hope this measure will not pass
with that amendment. The fish. and
game laws of the State of Maine are
placed under the jurisdiction of the
commissioner of inland fisheries and
game, and I can see no just and valid
reason why we should attach to it any
provision which will implicate the for-
est commissioner in something in which
he is not concerned. I move that the
bill lie on the table.

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of
the House that the bill as amended be
laid upon the table? As many as are
in favor will say aye; those opposed, no,

A viva voce vote being taken, the mo-

Is the House ready

the
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tion to lay the bill as amended on the
table faile? of passage.

The SPEAKER: The pending question
is the second reading of the bill as
amended.

The bill then received its second read-
ing as amended by House Amendment
A and was specially assigned for its
third reading tomorrow morning at 9
o’clock,

before the House
House Amendment A to bill An Act
relating to proZection of landlocked
salmon, trout, togue, black bass and
white perch, House Document No. 237,
tabled by the geantleman from Monson,
Mr, Flint, pending adoption of the
amendment.

Mr. FILINT of
Speaker

The Chair lays

Monson: Mr.
and Gentlemen of the
House: As a member of the inland
fish and game committee, and at
the request of the gentleman from
Rangeley, Mr. Furbish, I think at
this time it is not out of order that
I should give you a little history of
the plug fishing matters at Range-
ley lake, as the committee heard
them.

The first bill upon this subject to
be introduced was an act presented
by the gentleman from Rumford,
Mr. Eaton, accompanied by two pe-
titions bearing the names of 118 res-
idents of Rumford and vicinity, ask-
ing that the present plug fishing law

on Rangeley lake be repealed. This
was followed by a bill introduced
by Representative Houghton, pro-

viding that the plug fishing regula-
tions on Rangeley lake be extended
to the other lakes of the chain.
Hearing was first assigned on these
bills on TFebruary 12th, at which
time the gentleman from Rumford,
Mr. Eaton, expressed his regret that
the proponents of the measure were
unable to be present, and asked
leave to be permitted to present their
side of the case as soon as the par-
ties at interest could attend.
Cyrus N. Blanchard, Esq., of Wil
ton, representing the opponents, stat-
ed that while it was somewhat un-
usual for the defense to present its
case without having the case of the
proponents set forth, he appreciated
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Mr. Eaton’s position, and was will-
ing to go ahead and present the op-
position at that time, particularly
as there were people from out of
town who had come some distance
to attend the hearing, and who
wished to be heard in opposition, re-
serving the right, however, to put
in, in rebuttal, any further evidence
they deemed necessary after hearing
the case of the proponents.

Mr. Blanchard then proceeded to
explain the conditions, stating that
two years ago, on account of the
fish becoming so scarce in Rangeley
lake, a law was passed prohibiting
still or plug fishing in that lake. He
stated that the past year had shown
the beneficial effect of such a law,
as the fishing the past season had
been much better. He said that the
request for this change came sim-
ply from some people at Rumford
who come up the southwesterly
shore of Rangeley lake for week-
end trips and Mr. Blanchard em-
phatically stated that there was no
demand on the part of the people
really interested in Rangeley lake,
residents of Rangeley, or property
owners around the lake, for any
change in the law. Several other
parties, including Senator Butler and
Representative Furbish, expressed
their opinion that the law should be
retained, calling attention to the im-
portance of the fishing interests to
this community.

At the conclusion of the hearing
on February 12th the committee ad-
journed this hearing until such time
as the proponents on Representa-
tive Eaton’s bill could appear.

At the meeting on February 18th
the plug fishing matters at Range-
ley were taken up. The proponents
at this meeting were represented by
Judge Stearns and Dr. Bisby of
Rumford, who stated that the op-
ponents did not believe that plug
fishing in Rangeley lake was a men-
ace. Claiming that they do not get
any great number of fish while plug-
ging and that they did not think it
fair to single out Rangeley lake as
the only one.

And I will say right here ‘that if
I remember correctly both the pro-
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ponents and those in opposition to
these measures with the exception
of Representative Eaton, were
agreed that if plug fishing was pro-
hibited in Rangeley lake it should
extend to the rest of the chain. When
the matter was taken up in execu-
tive session the conmimittee voted
ought not to pass on the proposition
providing for the repeal of bplug
fishing on Rangeley lake and voted
ought to pass on the bill prohibit-
ing still or plug fishing in all of
the Rangeley chain. When these re-
_ ports came up in the House they
were tabled by the gentleman from
Rumford, Mr. Eaton, who in the
meantime introduced a bill prohibit-
ing still or plug fishing in all the
lakes, ponds, of the State inhabit-
ed or stocked with trout, salmon,
and togue. This bill was heard by
the fish and game committee on the
12th instant, Tuesday last. In the
executive session the committee vot-
ed unanimously ought not to pass on
this proposition.

Now, gentlemen, it seems to me
that the people in and around
Rangeley, in the town where the
waters are situated, should have
something to say as to the regula-
tions as how fish should be taken
from these waters. I see no reason
why the people from Rumford and
vicinity cannot go to Rangeley and
enjoy the fishing in those waters in
the same manner and under the
same restrictions as the people from
Rangeley do. I do hope, gentle-
men, that you will accept the report
of the committee on these several
bills which was a unanimous report
of the entire committee.

Mr., EATON of Rumford: Mr, Speak-
er, I beg leave to inquire if there ‘s
any motion before the House,

The SPEAKER: There is no motion,
The pending question is the adoption
of House Amendment A to the bill.

Mr, EATON: 1 had hoped not to take
the time of the House this morning to
explain this matter, and believed that
if the bill could be recommitted to the
committee it would be taken care of
there and expedite the business of the
House much better. The talk made by
the gentleman from Monson, Mr. Flint,
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has applied only to the Rangeley lake
and not to the other lakes in the Range-
ley chain which are affected by this
House bill No. 237. What he says with
reference to the Rangeley lake is true.
The residents there and the camp own-
ers on Rangeley lake, we believe, should
have something to say as to the method
of fishing in that Jake, and we also say
that the sportsmen who go to the other
lakes in the chain, and who own camps
there and have large investments .n
hotels, should have something to say as
to the method of fishing in those lakes,
The title of this bill, House Bill No.
237, does not indicate the real object
of the bill unless it was read, Tt states
among other things that it is “an Act in
relation to the protection of land-locked
salmon, trout, togue, black bass and
white perch,”” when as a matter of fact
it is a bill to prohibit still or plug fish-
ing, not only in the Rangeley lake but
in Mooselucmaguntic lake, Cupsuptic
lake, Upper Richardson lake and Lowey
Richardson lake, they being with the
Rangeley lake what is known as the
Rangeley chain of lakes. On account
of the misleading title to the bill the
parties in interest knew nothing of what
was coming up and did not attend the
hearing., Since it became known just
what the bill contained, many protests
have been received. These parties want
to be heard, and I move vou that the
matter be recommitted to the commit-
tee on inland fisheries and game for re-
hearing,

Mr. HOUGHTON of Weld: Mr. Speak-
er, ags a member of the committee from
Franklin county, or as a member of the
Legislature from Franklin county, I
would like to say that T think this ques-
tion. after having had the unanimous
report of the committee, should not go
back to the committee for a rehearing,
or that any amendment to this bill
should be accepted. I hope you will not
send it back for another hearing. 1
think the bill is right and I hope von
will not change it.

Mr. HINCKLEY of South Port-
land: Mr. Speaker, many matters
have come up this morning that T
feel T should say a word on, and T
wish to sav a word on this matter,
believing, 2as T do, that it is very far-
reaching and very important to the
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state. As a matter of fact, 99 citi-
zens of the State out of 100
know no other way of fish-
ing except plug fishing. Flyv

fishing is a gentleman’s pastime, and
I want to say that this Legislature,
in my judgement, has no right, and
that the citizens who have camps
up around Rangeley lake or any
other lake, have no right to say that
a boy cannot take his fishing line
and put an angleworm on his hook
and go out and catch a trout. This
would be absolutely unfair and im-
proper. If we keep on making rules
and regulations in regard to fishing
and hunting, it will be necessary to
carry around a copy of the Revised
Statutes every time we go away from
home; and I am not sure, if some of
the laws are enacted which are com-
ing up, that it will not be necessary
when we are in the house to have a
copy of the Statutes with us, We
talk about its being the land of free-
dom and equality, but I say that we
are tied down in Maine by more
rules and regulations in regard to
hunting and fishing and every other
conceivable proposition than is any
foreign country; and ‘I say to vyou
that I shall oppose any proposition
which will say to the boy who lives
on the farm, and the boy out in the
country, you cannot go to work and
cut vour alder pole and go out and
catch a trout wherever you want to,
provided you do it within the time
prescribed by -the laws of this State.
I shall oppose any proposition which
says to the boy or the girl on the
farm that you cannot go out in your
pasture and shoot a rabbit when you
feel like it. (Applause.)

Mr. BERRY of Waterville: Mr.
Speaker, I will not take but a mo-
ment of time. I discovered some-
thing in this bill regarding Messa-
Ionskee lake and the Belgrade chain
of lakes. I do not know what it re-
fera to, and before any action is tak-
en on the bill I want to inguire what
this is. In the press of the many
matters coming before this Legisla-
ture one cannot keep track of every
thing. Mr, Speaker, is there a mo-
tion before the House.

The SPEAKER: There is a motion
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to recommit to the committee on in-
land fisheries and game already be-
fore the House.

Mr. BERRY: Mr. Speaker, will a
motion be entertained to lay on the
table?

The SPEAKER: The Chair will
state that a motion to table the bill
takes precedence.

Mr. BERRY: I make that motion.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion to table failed of passage.

The SPEAKER: It now recurs to

the gentleman from Rumford, Mr.
Eaton. .
Mr. FLINT of Monson: I would

say to the gentleman from Waterville
(Mr. Berry) that if this amendment
is adopted, it will leave the matter
just as it was two years ago. This
amendment of Representative Haton's
simply takes out four lakes. I am
just handling this for Representative
Furbish, and I am perfectly willing
that it should be adopted.

Mr. EATON of Rumford: Mr.
Speaker, that being the case, I will
withdraw my motion and move the
adoption of House Amendment A,

The house thereupon voted to per-
mit the gentleman from XRumford,
Mr. Eaton, to withdraw his motion to
recommit.

The SPEAKER: Now is it vhe
pleasure of the house to adopt House
Amendment A to House Bill 2372

Mr. HINCKLEY of South Port-
land: Mr. Speaker, I move that the
matter be tabled until tomorrow.

Mr. MAHER of Augusta: A point
of order, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER: State your point

of order.

Mir. MAHER: Have we not just
voted on that?

The SPEAKER: The Chair will

rule that a motion to lay on the table
can be renewed. Is it the pleasure
of the house that the bill and amend-
ment be laid on the table and as-
signed for tomorrow morning?.

A viva voce vote being doubted,

A division of the house was had.

Fifty-seven voting in the affirma-
tive and 36 in the negative, the bill
and amendment were tabled and
specially assigned for tomorrow
morning.
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The Chair lays before the house
house amendment A to bill An Act
relating to public health, House Doc-
ument No. 331, tabled pending adop-
tion of the amendment.

Mr. BRAGDON of Perham: Mr,
Speaker, I know there is a strong
feeling in this house against re-
tabling any matters unnecessarily,
and I will say that I share in that
feeling; but I feel that this is an
exceptional case. It is a matter in
which T have no personal interest. It
was merely tabled by me at the re-
quest of the gentleman from Fort
Fairfield, Dr. Sawyer, who was un-
able to be present. As many of the
members of this house know, he has
been very ill and confined to his bed
a short distance from the State
House. He is very anxious to be here
when this matter is taken up. I
called in to see him this morning, and
he felt that it would be possible for
him to be here the first of the week;
so I move that the matter he re-
tabled.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
matter was retabled.

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: Mr.
Speaker, the resolve appropriating
money for fire-proof vaults for the
adjutant general’s department,
House Document No. 211, is in the
peculiar situation of apparently car-
rying more money than was provided
for it, and at the request of the
chairman of the House committee
on appropriations I move that that
be tabled for twenty-four hours.

The SPEAKER: Does the gen-
tleman want to limit that to twenty-
four hours or simply tomorrow.

Mr. BARNES: Tomorrow, Mr.
Speaker.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
resolve was tabled until tomorrow
morning.

The Chair lays before the House
bill An Act relating to the duties
of superintending school committees,
Senate Document No. 109, tabled by
the .gentleman from Bingham, Mr,
Dutton, pending third reading.

On motion by Mr. Dutton of Bing-
ham, the bill then received itg third

.Anson, Mr. Holley,

LEGISLATIVE RECORD—HOUSE, MARCH 19, 1919

reading and was passed to be en-
grossed.

Mr. DUTTON of Bingham: Mr.
Speaker, I desire to give notice at
this time of my intention to move
to reconsider the vote whereby we
accepted the report of the judiciary
committee, ought not to pass, on
An Act preventing the illegal assess-
ment of taxes or the abatement
thereof.

The Chair 1ays before the House
Resolve appropriating money for
Reformatory for Women at Skowhe-
gan, House Document No. 386, ta-
bled by the gentleman from North
pending second
reading,

Mr. HOLLEY: Mr. Speaker, in
view of the fact that this is a re-
solve carrying money which is out-
side of the budget entirely, and in
view of the fact that we shall prob-
ably by tomorrow have some com-
plete program worked out in rela-
tion to the budget, I ask that this
be re-tabled until tomorrow morn-
ing.

A viva voce vote being taken the
motion to re-table prevailed.

The Chair lays before the House
bill An Act relating to schools in
unorganized territory, Senate Docu-
ment No. 38, tabled by the gentle-
man from Eastport, Mr. Pike, pend-
ing third reading.

On motion by Mr. Pattee of Har-
mony, the bill received its third
reading and was passed to be en-
grossed.

The Chair lays before the House
bill An Act relating to headlights
on motor vehicles, House Document
No. 311, tabled by the gentleman
from Poland, Mr. Ricker, pending
first reading.

On motion by Mr. Ricker of Po-
land, the bill received its two several
readings.

The Chair lays before the House re
solve providing funds for vocational
education, Senate Document No., 191,
tabled by the gentleman from Houlton
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Mr. Barnes, pending commitment to
committee on bills in third reading.

On motion by Mr, Barnes of Houlton
the resolve was committed to commit.
tee on bills in third reading.

The Chair lays before the House re-
solve in favor of Western State Normai
school at Gorham for addition to the
recitation building, tabled by the gen-
tleman from Houlton, Mr. Barnes, pend-
ing reference to a committee.

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houltos
a viva voce vote being taken, the re-
solve was tabled until tomorrow morn-
ing.

The Chair lays before the House re-
solve in favor of the Farmington State
Normal school at Farmington, tabled
by the gentleman from Houlton, Mr
Barnes, pending reference to a com-
mittee.

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houlton
a viva voce vote being taken, the re-
solve was tabled until tomorrow morn-
ing.

The Chair lays before the House bill
An Act relating to the protection of
certain fur-bearing animals, House
Document No. 403, tabled by the gen
tleman from Patten, Mr. Cunningham
pending third reading.

On motion by Mr. Cunningham of Pat
ten the Dbill received its third reading
and was passed to be engrossed.

The Chair lays before the ¥ouse re-
solve proposing an amendment to the
constitution of Maine, providing for the
continuation of the right.of suffrage
to a person otherwise qualified to vote
for Governor, senators, representatives
in any town or plantation where his
residence for suffrage purposes has
been established for a period of three
months after his removal therefrom to
any other town or plantation in this
State, House Document No, 166, tabled
by the gentleman from Eastport, Mr.
Pike, pending second reading,

Mr. COWAN of Winterport: Mr.
Speaker, the gentleman from Eastport
(Mr, Pike) desired me to move that
this resolve have its second reading.

On motion by Mr. Cowan of Winter-
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port the resolve had its second reading
and was passed to be engrossed.

The Chair lays before the House re-
solve in regard to wild lands for the
purpose of taxation, House Document
No. 407, tabled by the gentleman from
Portland, Mr. Baxter, pending passage
to be engrossed.

Mr, BAXTER of Portland: Mr., Speak-
er, I wish to offer House Amendment
A and move its adoption.

House Amendment A to House Docu-
ment 407,

Amend said resolve by striking out
the word “five” in the first line thereof
and substituting therefor the word
‘‘ten.”

The House thereupon by a viva voce
vote adopted the amendment, ang the
resolve was passed to be engrossed as
amended by House Amendment A.

The Chair laysvbefore the House
Resolve relating to animal husband-
ry, House Document No. 432, tabled

by the gentleman from Gardiner,
Mr. Simons, pending second read-
ing.

On motion by Mr. Simons the re-
solve received its second reading and
was passed to be engrossed.

The Chair lays before the House,
bill an Act to create the Maine Wat-
er Power Company, House Docu-
ment No. 436, tabled by the gentle-
man from Rastport, Mr. Pike, pend-
ing second reading.

Mr. BAXTER of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, I have House amendment
A which T offer and move its adop-~
tion.

he SPRAKER: The Chair will
state that this bill on the calendar
is mistitled. It is an act to create
the Maine 'Water Power Commis-
sion, House Document No. 436.

House Amendment A to bill an Act
to create the Maine Water Power
Commission.

Amend Section 13, line 16, by
striking out the word “twelve” and
substituting thercfor the word “ten.”

My, BAXTER: Mr, Speaker,
although the hour is late, I think
that we should pass a few minutes
in discussing this bill as it is one
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‘which has great possibilities for the
state of Maine; and although it
comes to us on a unanimous report
from the committee on judiciary, I
believe we can well spend 10 or 15
minutes, so that every member of
the House may understand its provi-
sions. The members of this House
will agree that this is in some re-
spects the most important piece of
legigiation before the 79th Legisla-
ture. Much good should accrue to
our state in the years tQ come by

reason of the passage of this bill.
It has great possibilities. For these
reasons, notwithstanding the fact

that a favorable and unanimous com-
mittee report usually means a bill
will pass, I feel that it deserves more
than our formal and perfunctory ac-
tion. This bill has been in the hands
of the committee for two months and
has received the careful and pains-
taking attention of each member
of the committee. Speaking in be-
‘half of the committee, I can assure
you that this bill represents more
thought and discussion than any bill
vet presented by us for your action
I want to outline the provision of the
bhill and the reasons for its passage.

The members of this House will
admit that there is no issue before
the people of Maine of more impor-
tance, and none in which our citizens
at large take a greater interest than
in the water power question, What
is to be done with Maine’s water

powers.
Party differences, and the clash of
political argument are forgotten

when water powers come up for dis-
cussion, and the long standing sec-
tional rivalries of the eastern, west-
ern and northern sections of our
state are quickly merged when this
subject is introduced. A new line of
cleavage appears, revealing the peo-
ple at large on the one hand, with
most of the water power owners on
the other.

You do not need at this time to
be told about the great water power
resources of Maine. You have in
mind the broad, fundamental facts
regarding them. Such newspapers
in our state as are free to speak
frankly on this subject have, since

the last Legislature, given you a
vast amount of information. You
know that we have over a million
idle, undeveloped water horsepower,
runuing to the sea, its usefulness
gone forever. You know that this rep-
resenbs the energy of millions of tons
of coal. You know that our state
and our people in the cities and on
the farms would prosper as never
before if this great waste could be
stopped and this energy could be
harnessed for the benefit of Maine
people and Maine industries. And
above all, you know this: that the
people of Maine are determined that
this waste shall cease and that this
energy shall be used in Maine for
the good of our own peobple.

The first work of importance on
Maine’s Water Powers was publish-
ed by Walter Wells, in 1869. This
work was, and still is of much val-
ue. Its author had a clear vision
of the possibilities of the future.
From that date until 1899, little or
nothing was done for the benefit of
the public at large on the Water
Power question. The individuals
and corporations, however, who
owned these water powers were not
idle during this period of thirty
yvears. They were busily at work
acquiring these powers and study-
ing their possibilities, while the
people at large slept in calm uncon-
sciousness, awakening occasionally '
to indulge in praise of the scenic
beauties of our lakes and rivers. .

In 1899, the State Survey Com-
mission was appointed. One of its
duties was “to investigate and map
out the water resources of the
streams, lakes and ponds of the
State with reference to the com-
plete development of its water pow-
er.”” This commission does not ap-
pear to have been in sympathy with
the idea of giving the public the
benefit of its water power investi-
gations, for all its data on this sub-
ject was promptly forwarded *o
Washington to be buried in the files
of the great departments there. One
of its members, when asked to fur-
nish certain water power data of
public interest, made the historie
reply: “We do not want anyone
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sniping around our affairs.”” The
corporations were as busy in those
days as they are today; but the peo-
ple of today have at last taken an
active interest in this subject.

Ten vears elapsed after 1899, and
nothing was done. In 1909, the Leg-
islature created the Water Storage
Commission. Senator TFernald was
Governor, our present Governor was
a State Senator, and several mem-
bers of the present House and Sen-
ate, including myself, were niembers
of that Legislature. That commis-
sion performed work of real value.
For the first time in our history, we
had an independent commission
charged with the duty of studying
the entire water power situation for
the purpose of safeguarding the in-
terests of the people at large. The
commission was free from the self-
interest of water power owners. Had
the work of that commission been
allowed to continue until now, Maine
would have made great strides in
her water power development. The
work of that commission, however,
not being in accord with the selfish
interests of water power owners, it
was quictly absorbed and done away
with in 1913, when the Public Utili-
ties Commission was created. Of the
position of this commission, I shall
speak later.

Today, from one end of Maine to
the other, our people demand that
they be told in plain language all
about Maine’s water powers. KElab-
orate technical reports will not sat-
jsfy them. They will not rest, and
they will give us no rest until the
facts are so clearly placed before
them, that they may intelligently
choose what course they shall pur-
sue in the future. Many of you
were sent here for this very pur-
pose, and every member of this
House was elected on a platform
calling for an investigation. Bas-
ing their conclusions on the partial
information now at hand, some of
our people advocate a continuance
of private ownership, some desire
State regulation and partial State
control, while a good many of our
people insist on complete state own-
ership. Our citizens who compose

these three groups, leaving aside
those whose personal interest and
business connections affect their

judgment, are sincerely and honest-
ly desirous of promoting the public
welfare. Though long delayed, the
time has arrived in the history of
Muine when a forward step must be
taken. The forces of corporate own-
ership and of ultra conservatism are
arrayved against us, Their agents cir-
culate freely among us, with one
story or another. They have spe-
cial arguments for each little group
of listeners, but behind them all is
the power of the corporations who
send them here. Should these forces
now succeed, the next twenty yvears
of Maine's water power history will
be but a repetition of the twenty
that have passed. We must give the
facts and the figures to the citizens
of Maine on which they may intelli-
gently base their future policies.
These are my reasons for prepar-
ing and advocating the establishment
of the Maine Water Power Commis-~
sion.

In 1917, two yvears ago, I presented
a bill similar to the one now before
us. The house passed it by a unani-
mous vote, the opponents not caring
to go on record against it, This was
accomplished regardless of the fact
that the report of the judiciary com-
mittee was seven against, and but
three for the bill. The senate of
those days Killed the bill by a vote of
18 to 10. Two vears later, while
some of the senatorial opponents of
the bill fell by the political wayside,
mest of its advocates who were can-
didates for re~election today have the
honor of sitting in that dignified
body. This action of the senate
caused a loss of two years time, but
I have faith to believe that the com-
ing two years will not be lost to the
people of Maine.

The proposed commission consists
of ten men, the number we are ac-
customed to have on our joint stand-
ing legislative committees. The gov-
ernor is to appoint all the commis-
sioners. At this point a departure is
made from the usual practice. This
water power question is of so great
importance, and its proper solution is
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80 essential to the future welfare of
our state, that your committee de-
sired to cover the widest field in
search of men who would represent
the different elements, opinions and
interests of the state. While the
governor has the absolute appoint-
ing power, he is to have the benefit of
the advice of several groups who are
to nominate or recommend candi-
dates for the positions. The gover-
nor’'s council is to nominate three

men: this  Legislature will be
represented by three men, one
senator suggested by the pres-

ident of the senate, and two rep-
resentatives suggested by the speaker
of the house. The State Grange,
State Board of Trade, State Federa-
tion of Labor and State Savings
Bank Association are each to nomi-
nate one of their members for the
commission. By this means it ie
planned to bring these groups of men
into a full and earnest discussion of
the question in order that we may ar-
rive at the correct solution of our
problem. My original plan was to
have a commission of thrce members.
The suggestion was made to the
committee that the commission be
enlarged as outlined above, and al-
though I feared this might make it
unwieldly, the idea appealed =0
strongly to the other members of our
committee that I adopted it, and
hope that the results will justify the
committee’s action,

The members are to receive $5.00
per day and expenses. Some well
may say that this compensation is
inadequate for the service to be ren-
dered. It is inadequate if a mem-

ber of the commission accepts the.

position for the salary paid him,
The members of this commission,
however, will have the opportunity to
perform a public service for this
state such as has rarely been in the
power of any citizen to perform. If
properly done, their work will be of
inestimable value to their fellow
citizens. 'The satisfaction of doing
this work well will be the only re-
ward any man should win. There are
men who possess the qualifications
for this responsible position to whosu
this salary would mean but little.
There are men of equal character and

ability who would gladly serve their
state without pay, but who could not
afford to take the position unless
some small salary was attached to
the office. A man’s true worth is not
necessarily measured by his wealth.
The state of Maine should not be de-
prived of the services of a man
because he cannot afford to con-
tribute them without reward. On the
other hand, a position of this im-
portance should not be filled by a
man who accepts it for the salary.
There never was a time when unsel-
fish, fearless, upright men were
needed upon a commission more than
now. There must be such men in
Maine, and a small salary is pro-
vided in order that the governor in
making his selection need not be re-
stricted in his choice to men of in-
dependent wealth. Politics and water
power ownership will have no place
on this commission. Disinterested
service must be its motto.

The duties of this commission are
to investigate and report upon :che
entire water power resources of the
state, with the view of suggesting a
future state policy regarding the
storage reservoir systems and the
undeveloped water powers within the
state. The commission js expressly
charged with the duty of placing be-
fore the people of Maine the relative
merits of private and of public own-
ership. Section 8 of the bill provides
that

“The commission is hereby given
full power and autho;-ity to adminis-
ter oaths, to compel the attendance
of witnesses, the production of books
and papers, to punish for contempt
and to do everything necessary and
proper to secure all the facts re-
quired to properly place before the
people of the state the true situation
in regard to the present status and
future possibilities of the water
power resources of the state, and at
as early a date as possible the com-
mission shall present a comprehen-
sive and practicable plan whereby
the water power resources of the
state may be conserved, used and ds-
veloped for the benefit of all the
people of Maine.”

A total of $30,000 for the years 1919 and
1920 is appropriated for the investiga-



LEGISLATIVE RECORD—HOUSE, MARCH 19, 1819

tion work of the commission, An addi-
tional $10,000 is appropriated for the
continuance of the topographical sur-
vey maps with which you all are fa-
miliar.. This amount of $10,000 has been
regularly appropriated for many years,
having been handled by one commission
or another, The United States govern-
ment contributes a like amount of $10.-
000 paying one-hrlf the most of the
work. These maps are of special value
in water power investigation, and this
work should be carried on in connec-
tion with the other work of the com-
mission. The former Water Storage
Commission of 1909 handled this survey
work. To show you how little interest
the Public TUtilities Commission really
had in this work, vou should know
that they spent in the two years 1917
and 1918 a total of only $5.100 74 in<tead
of the $10.000 allowed them. The balance
‘of the appropriation lapsed and they
thus'lost for the State $4.809.26 which the
Tnited Statez government stood ready
and willing to give to help carry on
this map work. We have lost this
$4899.26 of TUnited States government
money forever., This is poor economy
for the Public TUtilities Commission to
indulge in.

- Whether we are advocates of private
or of public ownership, and whatever
our views may be as to the future of
our water powers, we are almost unan-
imously agreed that Maine’'s water
powers shall not be taken out of Maine,
Both party platforms insist upon this
principle. The State Federation of ILa-
bor, the State Board of Trade and other
reprecentative organizations through.
out our State have taken their stand
on this point, Public sentiment has
been definitely crystalized. The people
at home, who sent us here, demand that
we stand loyally behind this principle,
and their wishes must be our law. Ido
not believe a bill or charter allowlng
electricity to go out of Maine would
get a dozen vot:s in this House. I do
not believe that any water power char-
ter can pass this House unless it con-
ta'ns an amendment by which the pro-
posed corporation makes a contract
with the State never to take electric
current out of Maine. This has been
definitely accomplished. Very few wa-
ter power charters will come before us
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this sessioxn, for their promoters do not
want a charter that binds them firmly
on this point. They prefer to bide their
time, to arrest development, all the
time waiting for a change in publie
sentiment so they can then take power
out of Maine,

Gentlemen, do not for a minute allow
vourselves to believe that all the water
power owners accept this decree as
final. Certain of them are planning to
achieve their purpose. Should we lezsen
our efforts for one moment, should pub-
lic interest on this question relax,
Maine’'s water powers will be taken
from us forever. The law of 1909 pro-
hibits taking power out of Maine; but
power is today being taken out of
Maine by corporations that had the
legal right to do so before 1903. It may
be that  electric power is illegally
being taken out by other corporations.
I do not believe that this
situation has ever been investigated.
At all events, the people of Maine
should have an exact statement
placed before them showing what
corporations have the legal right to
take power out of Maine, how much
they are now taking out, and what
companies, if any, are violating the
law. Section 6 of the proposed hill,
if properly carried out, provides for
a complete report on this phase of
the question.

The people of Maine are solidly
behind the demand for an investiga-
tion. They have expressed them-
selves in no uncertain terms through
the regular channels.

The Republican party plaiform
says: “The Republican party urges
that the next legislature authorize
and direct a special investigation of
the character, value and cost of the
development of the water powers of
Maine, ascertaining the rights of the
people in the undeveloped water
powers; how far development is be-
ing retarded to prevent competition
with existing water power companies
and all other issues involved in this
important question; appropriating
sufficient moneys therefor and pro-
viding that after full investigation,
with full opportunity for all parties
to be heard, a complete report shall
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speedily be rendered to the people,
with recommendations for such leg-
islative action as is necessary.”

The Democratic platform says:
“We believe that a thorough and im-
partial investigation of this great
and vital question, including the
question of the taxation of water
powers, should be made by a compe-
tent body clothed with full power and
authority in order that our people
may be in possession of all the facts
necessary for the proper and final
solution of our water power prob-
lem.”

The Labor platform uses the same
language as used in the Democratic
platform, and concludes with the
following:

“We urge the Ilaboring men of
Maine, regardless of party affilia-
tions, to carefully inquire into the
cpinions and records of all candi-
dates for legislative honors, and to
support only those whose opinions
and records on the water power
question are in accord with the pur-
poses of these resolutions.”

It is to be regretted that the State
Grange has not spoken officially, but,
notwithstanding the views held by
the State Master of the Grange, I be-
lieve the members of the Grange are
overwhelmingly in favor of this in-
vestigation. These men and women
of the Grange are far too intelligent
and much too independent to allow
themselves to be unduly influenced
by the views of their chief executive.
This official, as I understand it,
voices his individual opinions only,
while the great body of men and wo-
men who honor him as their state
master, reserve the right to their
own views on this vital question,

The Governor in his message de-
mands an investigation. In short,
the situation is placed squarely be-
fore you where you must either pass
this bill which provides for an im-
partial, fearless commission of ex-
perts, or must leave the whole ques-
tion where it has been left for the
past six years, and where the water
power companies would like it to re-
main for the next twenty; that is,
in the hands of the Public Utiilties
Commission.
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At the outset, let me say without
fear of successful contradiction, that
the heart of the Public Utilities
Commission is not in this work on -
the side of the people. Their six
years’ record establishes this. Cre-
ated in 1913, the present commis-
sion took over the work of the Water
Storage Commission. They were
charged with the DUTY of continu-
ing the water power work. This
was not made optional with them;
it was their unmistakable duty. The
excuses they offer in their recent
report for not having done so, are
poor excuses. They allege that be-
cause certain water power bills did
not pass the Legislatures of the
years 1911, 1913, 1915 and 1917, the
commission felt that the people of
Maine were not sufficiently interest-
ed in this question to warrant their
continuing the work even though
$5000 was annually appropriated for
this purpose. This was a different

-$5000 appropriation and was made

for investigation work, wholly apart
from the map work elsewhere re-
ferred to. I ask you: What
chance did the people of Maine have
to get the proposed bills through those
Legislatures, when the heart of the
Public Utilities Commission was cold
toward them, and when the water power
corporations maintained lobbies at Au-
gusta such as they had during those
sessions, especially during 19177 The
people of Maine have never lost their
interest, but the lobbies were too pow-
erful for them. What chance would
this bill now have, had the matter not
been advocated during the past two
years from one end of the State to the
other, and had not some of us been re-
turned to fight for this very issue? Do
you for a moment believe that the
Public Utilities Commission would have
made their recent report unless forced
to do s0? The chairman of that com-
migsion, a man bred in the corporation
school, in February, 1918, just a few
months ago, gave *“what was intended
to be a knockout blow to the movement
to have the State take over the water
powers and develop them for the peo-
ple.” He referred to some of us as “‘ex-
ceedingly well-meaning people with
visions but without vision’ He sald
“we (the people of Maine) need only a
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small part of the remaining 644,000 un-
developed horse power to fully supply
all possible needs;”’ that only such wa-
ter powers as are ‘‘conveniently locat-
ed with reference to existing develope
ments’! are worth developing, and the
owners of others ‘‘should not be sub-
jected to any considerable tax.” He
concluded by frightening us with the
statement that $150,000,000 would be re-
quired for the State to enter into full
ownership. Regardless of our views on
public or private ownership, shall we
plead the cause of Maine’'s water pow-
ers before this commission whose pre-
siding officer has already rendered his
decision?

Will the people of Maine be con-
tent with an investigation made by
a body whose leading member pub-
licly states that his mind ie closed
to one side of the question?

The people of Maine demand that
this investigation be made by new
men, not connected in any way with
corporation interests; men who will
look into this subject from a new
angle. There must -be no cloud upon
this report, and nothing will really
be settled unless our people have
complete confidence in the report
rendered them, and in the commis-
sion that makes it. The very fact
that the water power companies dis-
play such anxiety to send this to the
Otilities Commission creates a pre-
judice against that commission and
reflects upon the corporations that
advocate such action.

From 1913 to 1918, the Public Util-
ities Commission issued two small
reports on the watér power question.
These reports contain stream flow
and other uninteresting statistics, but
no amount of such material would
bring us near to the real solution pf
our problem. During the legislative
session of 1917, that commission re-
mained passive, but the weight of
its influence could be distinctly felt
against any progressive legislation.

Notwithstanding the State-wide
public interest that was aroused by
the water power fight during the
winter of 1917, the Utilities Commis-
sion did not heed the call of the peo-
ple that some progress should be
made. The nine months of 1917 fol-

lowing the legislative adjournment,
saw nothing done. The year 1918
opened with o continuance of water
power discussion, and in February
of that vear, the chairman of the
Utilities Commission announced his
position in the quotations just given.
Evidently, he supposed he had set-
tled the case. The State-wide prima-
ries approached. The water power
corporations felt that at last they
could terminate the agitation, and
they were confident that certain
troublesome persons would be con-
veniently left at home. They enter-
ed the primary campaign. In March,.
1918, with the aid of a well organiz-
ed and costly publicity bureau, they
began their campaign. Mr. Maynard
S. Bird of Portland and Rockland,
announced himself as their spokes-
man, and in an unguarded moment
proclaimed that the 16 water power
corporations he represented had com-
bined and were prepared to “buy the
front page of every neyspaper in
Maine.”” They have certainly lived up-
to their program. The State has been
covered with advertisements in de-
fense of this self-confessed water:
power trust. They appealed to the
people of Maine to save themselves
from themselves. Added to this work,
in certain eections of the State, the
representatives of certain corpora-
tions friendly to the water power
wombination joined with them iny
their determination to defeat un-
friendly candidates and no stone was.
left unturned to keep the 1919 Leg-
jslature well in hand. In 1917, these
same corporations killed an investi-
gation saying none was needed., They
then proceeded to make one of their
own, and with childlike simplicity,
offered it to the people of Maine as
a final settlement of the question.

Gentlemen, do not forget that dur-
ing all this time, our Public Utilities
Commission was charged with the
DUTY of investigating Maine’'s wa-
ter powers. Do not forget that the
1917 Legislature gave that commis-
sion $19,000 extra money with which
to do this work. How well did they
perform this trust? Instead of spend-
ing the $5000 given them for the year
1917 as a special fund given for that
very purpose, they spent exactly



718 LEGISLATIVE RECORD—HOUSE, MARCH 19, 1919

'$219.41, and the balance of $4780.59
was allowed to lapse into the State
treasury, another example fof the
Public Utilities Commission’s policy
of economy! From January, 1918, to
June, 1918, a total amount of $10
was spent by the Public TUtilities
Commission on this important work.
This all showed where the heart of
the Pubhlic Utilities Commission was
in 1917 and up to June, 1918, A year
and a half passed. The people of
Maine were talking water powers
and the war and shortage of coal,
were calling for their development
more eloquently than human tongues
could plead. The reason was this: It
had been given out by the corporate
interests that the primaries would
quiet matters. Their calculations
were zgain at fault. It looked as
though some of us might really come
back. The Utilities Commission then
bestirred itself. They realized that
an accounting would be called for,
and over a year and two months af-
ter the adjournment of the Legisla-
ture, this commission issued an ur-
gent appeal to the Governor and
Council to pay them back their lost
$4780.59. The Governor and Council
heeded the call and the money was
taken from the contingent fund. The
Utilities Commission did not care to
face the Legislature empty-handed.
It went to work; spent $9363.36, and
this report of December, 1918, is the
sult. This report is of some value;
such intormation as it gives is prob-
ably accurate, and the ground that

has been gone over will doubtless not ~

‘need to be covered again. Most of the
information, however, was furnished
the Utilities Commission by the same
16 corporations that formed Mr. Bird’s
combination and by the St. John
River International Commission. I
congratulate the TUtilities Commis-
sion on their bheing able to get to-
gether so presentable a report in so
brief a time. Fortune certainly fa-
vored them. They made a quick turn-
about and assumed a bold front.
Their report, however, leads no-
where. It is padded with uninterest-
ing statistics and copies of corpora-
tion rates. It is confusing, and the
average man cannot wade through

its 400 pages. The commission in its

report offers to continue the work,
but a dozen such reports would help
but little in the solution of our prob-
lem. ’

The people of Maine are becoming
impatient of delays; the water power
companies themselves are in a doubt-
ful position, and development is re-
tarded. We all demand conservation.
but conservation means USE, not
WASTE; and USE means DEVEL-
OPMENT. If ever this State stood in
need of a separate commission to ex-
amine into a special subject, a com-
mission free from outside political
and business connections, it needs it
NOW. In all the State of Maine it
must be possible to find the three
men needed for this work.

If we have none, the manhood of
our State is in a precarious condi-
tion.

In my comments upon the attitude
of the Public Utilities Commission on
the question of water powers, I do
not wish to be understood as in any
way reflecting upon their akility or
integrity. That commission has
many important duties to perform,
and its members are men «f high
standing. They are beset on all sides
by conflicting interests which they
are attempting to adjust. The inter-
est which our people at large have
in the water power question docsg not
seem, howevsr, to have made much
of an impression upon the commis-
sioni. They ere already overbur-
dened with werk. With one of our
railroads in receivers’ hands, with
rate and fare adjustments and hear-
ings, with accident investigations,
aud the hundred other details of their
work, the commission has no time to
deliberate upon the public’s interest
in Maine’s water powers. It is un-
fair to load this added work upon
them, for they have more than
enough to occupy their time, and
they admit that subordinate officials
in their department have done this
water power work for them. This
work demands the personal attention
of the commissioners themselves.

The opposition to this bill seems
to have subsided somewhat but the
water power corporations who com-
prise the sixteen companies that have
formed themselves into the trust, are
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ready to fight any progressive legis-
lation if they see a chance of defeat-
ing it. These corporations would
have us believe that they are taking
a stand never before taken by cor-
porations; that is, that they are fight-
ing for the interests of the people.
They would have us understand that
their only desire is to protect the
people against their own folly and
against the selfish motives of ambi-
tious leaders. In Maine, this is a
new role for the corporations to play.
Read their State wide advertising
that cost them tens of thousands of
dollars! AMany of you members re-
ceived a letter from the publicity
agent of these companies, a former
sheriff of Cumberland county, re-
questing you to provide him with an
audience in your home town. He
wanted to set you right on this ques-
tion. He wanted to address your
constituents on behalf ot his clients,
the water power corporations. He
claims to have made a personal in-
vestigation of the Ontario plan, on
the spot. You may be interested to
know how scome of Maine's corpora.-
tion attorneys ‘investigated” the On-
tario plan. One of the prominent at-
torneys who opposed the 1817 water
power bill and who has been in con-
stant attendance at this session, also
“investigated” the Ontario plan, and
spent some time in that Province
under salary from his home com-
pany, hut he never once called upon
the hydro-electric power cominis-
siocn to get their side of tie case. Fe
interviewed the Ontario corporations
who were fighting “hydro,” and to
use his own words, obtained a large
part of his information from men in
charge of ‘“cigar stands, barber shops
and hotel pool rooms.” Did the
trust’'s publicity agent “investigate”
in this way, also? This publicity
agent presumably is amply paid for
his work, and could well afford to
travel all over Maine, and Ontario as
well. Doubtless the more audiences
he addressed, the larger his salary.
His pamphlets have done much to
awaken public interest, but not ex-
actly along the lines intended. They

have been of real worth in showing
Maine people the great vaiue of this

natural resmurce. The corporations,

as will be shown hereafter, have
ample means to pay for this propa-
ganda. It is only a question of hir-
ing men and paying them liberally.
Convictions and principles do not en-
ter into their calculatiors. If the
neople’s side could offer larger in-
daucements, the propagandist orators
of the corporations wouid soon desert
them and =<ome over to our side.
The cost of this corporation propa-
ganda, though it runs into many
thousands of dollars annually, is of
little moment to them. The capital
assets of these sixteen corporations
who are behind this propaganda,
amounts to $146,655,770.62. With a
source of supply of more than $146,-

000,000 from which to draw the
sinews of war, their state-wide
newspaper advertising, pamphlets,
lectures and long railroad journeys

seem matters of trifling expense. The
cost of all this and of a lobby means
nothing to them. When I see what
goes on about us, I often ask myself
ihis question: “Who lobhies for the
people?”

This Legislature will not adjourn
without having taken some action on
the water power cuestion. We can-
not return to our constituents,
empty-handed. Unmistakably, the
next step in Maine's water power
program is to pass this progressive
bill. If you are urged to be *“con-
servative,” remember that Maine for
the past fifty years has been con-
servative, while during that time the
water power men have Dbeen suf-
ficiently progressive to obtiin all the
water powers. Our people can well
afford to become progressive, while
those on the other side may well
rest on their achievements. This
bill does not commit us either to
public or to private ownership. It
is a bill ealling upon tha people of
Maine to iook before they leap, and
to look carefully. You need not for
a moment consider the various
scarecrows erected by the Public
Utilities Commission: such as how
many million dollars will be needed
to develop the Kennetec and Penob-
scot rivers. This does not concern
us now. You need have no concern
about their bogy of there being “no
market for the power.” 'There will be



720

time enough to pull down their
scarecrows after the crops of infor-
mation has begun to sprout. The
danger of public, and the drawbacks
of private ownership, are moot
questions now. You must justify the
faith which the people at home
showed in you when they senit you
here as their representatives.

The time is not far distant when
every factory wheel in Maine will be
turned by witer power, and when our
steam railroads will be electrified. On
the Maine Cen*ral, Grand Trunk and
Bangor & Aroostook railroads alone,
this would save 962,000 tons of coal an-
nually, and all the cars and ships and
labor necessary to handle it. Why
should. the Chicago, Milwaukee & St.
Paul Railroac have 660 miles of electri-
fied steam railroad, while Xaine hag
none? r Why should steam power be
used in Maine wheén the Bath Water
District, serving a population of 15,002
people, is today saving $600 per month
because j¢ pumps its water by electrici.
ty made from water power, instead of
by steam made “rom coal? Do not
forget that all this water comes from
the great lakes and ponds of Maine in
which we all have a vital property in-
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possible, although today the cost of
current as compared with the cost of
coal makes general heating too expen-
sive. Auxiliary heating is already
available for c oking and for small
units, A year ago today, the man
would have been thought insane who
ai..ounced that a gun would hurl a
shell 70 miles. This is now a common-
place. This electrical development will
be accomplished either by public or by
private ownership, or by both, but cer-
tainly it must -lways be under State
regulation and control. Whatever is

_done, existing rights must be respected,

and Maine must always have a clean
and honorable record. We must see
that r~ injustice is done, no sharp prac-
tices indulged in. This is no longer a
stand-still world, and it is for you, gen-
tlemen, to here und now lay the founda-
tion for real water power progress in
the State of Maine.

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

ACCOUNT OF SPECIAL WATER
POWER INVESTIGATION APPRO-
PRIATION.

Year Appropria- Amt, Ex- Amt,

tion pended lapsed
1917 $5,000 $219.41 *$4,780 59
1918 5,000 9,363.36 636.64

* Restored by Executive Order, June

terest. Why should the industries of
ACCOUNT OF TOPOGRAPHICAL MAP APPROPRIATION.

Year State U. 8. Aid Total State State U. 8. Aid Total
Apprp- Appropri-  Appro- Amt. Amt. unused Amt,
priation ation priation Expended Lapsed and Tapsed

_ Lapsed

1917 $5,000 $5,000 $10,000 $2,248.35  $2,75..65  $2.751.65 $5,503.30

118 5,000 5,000 10,000 2,852.39 2,147.61 2,147.61 4,295,22

Totals: $10,000 $10,000 $20,000 $5,100.74  $4,899.26  $4,899.26 $9-,798.:)2

the city of Portland for instance, today
stand in need of 15,000 horse power when
a single development a few miles away
in an adjacent county would provide it?
I expect to see electric trunk transmis-
sion lines extending up and down and
across Maine, supplying power where
needed, and distributing it so that one
portion of the State with its water sup-
ply reduced by’drought can be carried
along by power from another sectiona
where there is a surplus of water., I
expect to see 90 per cent. of all the
farms and homes in Maine using elec-
tricity for light and power; not per-
haps lighted at 30c. per month, as in
Ontario, but at rates fair to both con-
sumer and producer. Heating may be

*Item of $13.56 revenue added to appro-
priation and spent on this work.

With these few remarks, Mr. Speaker,
I move that the bill be given its second
reading,

The SPEAKER: The question be-
fore the House is the adoption of House
Amendment A. Is it the pleasure of the
House that House Amendment A as
read by the Chair be adopted. All those
in favor will say aye; those opposed no.

A viva voce vote being taken the
amendment was adopted, and the bill
received its second reading.

Mr. BAXTER: Mr. Speaker, I move
that the rules be suspended and that the
bill be given its third reading.

Mr. BARNES of Houlton: It may be
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mecessary to inquire whether the addi-

tional sum is taken care of in the bud-

get; and I move that the matter be

tabled, pending commitment to com-

mittee on bills in third reading.
The motion prevailed.

»

Mr, BARNES of Houlton: Mr, Speak-
er, the next matter is bill an act relat-
ing to the observation and care of per.
sons to the State Hospital. This has
been so done as not to conform at all
‘to our fashion of drafting acts and stat-
utes and there are errors and omissions
therein. I move that it be recommitted
to the committee on insane hospitals
for the purpose of amendment.

A viva voce vote being taken, the mo-
tion to recommit prevailed.

The Chair lays before the House bill
an act relating to the attendance of
children at school, Senate Document
No. 68, tabled by the gentleman from

Augusta, Mr. Maher, pending second
reading.
On motion b Mr, Maher of Augusta,
the bill then received its second
reading.

The Chair lays before the House bill
an act relating to affidavits of plaintiffs,
House Document No. 3538, tabled by the
gentleman from Eastport, pending pas-
sage to be enacted.

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houlton
in the ahsence of the gentleman from
Eastport, Mr, Pike, the matter was
tabled until tomorrow morning.

The Chair lays before the House bill
an Act to prohibit persons, firms or
corporations through unjust and design-
ing methods from preventing persons
seeking employment obtaining the
same, tabled by the gentleman from
Belfast, Mr. Buzzell. pending further
consideration.

The SPEAKER: This was by leave
allowed to be placed on the table. The
‘Chair rules, and still rules, that the bill
covered matter already reported ad-
versely. and cannot be received by the
House without the three days’ notice
which was not given. No action can be
taken on it excep’ by suspension of the
Tules.

Mr. BUZZELL of Belfast: Mr. Speak-
er, I want to say just one word in con-
nection with this bill at this time. I
was responsible for the bill. Well you
remember the Brann bill the other day,
and soon after that I conceived the idea
that there might be a condition some-
where in the State of Maine that would
call for a law at this time written as I
wrote this bill. I will say that no condi-
tion obtains in the county where I live
that will warrant the passage of a bill
of this kind. Therefore, at thig time
the House can take such action in con-
nection with this bill ag it sees fit.

Mr. MAHER of Augusta: Mr.
Speaker, T am impressed with the
merit of this bill, and T will move
suspension of the rules, and that it
be committed to the committee on
judiciary.

Mr. MILLER of Auburn: Mr.
Speaker and gentlemen: I do not pro-
pose to take any time now to discuss
thisg bill. It seems to me that it is in-
advisable, to say the least, to intro-
duce a measure of this nature at this
stage of the game. Here we are near-
1y at the close of this session with
more matters than can possibly re-
ceive proper attention if we are to
finally adjourn anywhere near the
time expected or desired. The sub-
just matter of this bill has been
fully considered in the committee
and discussed in the House. I do not
bheliecve that legislation along this
line is either necessary or desirable.
I move, Mr. Speaker, that the House
refuse to receive the bill,

Mr. COWAN of Winterport: Mr.
Speaker, I would inquire through
the Chair if the gentleman (Mr. Mil-
ler) has read this Buzzell bill?

The SPEAKER: Does the gentle-
man wish to reply through the
Chair?

Mr. MILLER: I have read it.

The SPEAKER: The motion be-
fore the House is suspension of the
rules in order to receive this bill, It
requires a two-thirds vote. All those
who are in favor of suspending the
rules to receive the bill will rise and
stand until counted, and the moni-
tors will make the count.

A division of the House was had,
and
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Twenty-four voting in the affirma-
tive and 48 in the negative the mo-
tion to euspend the rules was lost.

‘On moction by Mr. Miller of  Au-
burn, a viva voce vote being had, it
was voted to indefinitely postpone
the bill,

The Chair lays before the House,
report of the committee on judiciary,
ought not to pass, on bill An Act to
amend the charter of the city of Wa-
terville, House Document No. 87, ta-
bled by the gentleman from North
Anson, Mr. Hbolley, pending accept-
ance of the report.

On motion by Mr. Holley of North
Anson, the House, by a viva Voce
vote, accepted the report of the com-
mittee, ought not to pass.

The Chair lays before the House,
bill, An Act creating the bureau of
animal husbandry, House Document
No. 431, tabled by the gentleman
from North Anson, Mr. Holley, pend-
ing third reading.

Mr. HOLLEY: Mr. Speaker, there
is an error in the title of the bill, and
I move you that it be referred to the
committee on agriculture.

The SPEAKER: The Chair will
state to the gentleman from North
Anson (Mr. Holley) that if it is pure-
ly a matter of amending the title,
the Chair believes it can be gotten
at more quickly from the floor.

Mr. HOLLEY: Mr. Speaker, I
make the motion at the request of
the department. However, if we can
arrive at this in some easier way, I
will ask that it be tabled until I am
able to prepare an amendment.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
bill was re-tabled and assigned for
tomorrow morning,

The Chair lays before the House,
An Act relating to temporary loans
by the county commissioners, House
Document No. 323, tabled by the gen-
tleman from Portland, Mr. Rounds,
pending passage to be enacted.

On motion by Mr. Rounde of Port-
land, the vote was reconsidered
whereby this bill was passed to be
engrossed.

Mr. ROUNDS: Mr, Speaker, I of-
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fer House Amendment A to House
Document No. 323, as follows:

Amend House Document No 323,
Section 21, by striking out the words
‘“‘Cumberland and” in the first line
of said section and striking out the
word “counties”’ and inserting in its
place the word *‘‘county’” and by
striking out the words “their re-
spective counties” in the third line
and inserting in place the words “its
county” and by striking out ithe
words ‘“‘their respective counties” in
the seventh line and inserting in
place the words ‘‘the county* and by
striking out the words *“their re-
spective counties” in the eighth line
and incerting in place the worde “the
county,” and by adding the follow-
ing section:

“Section 22. Said county commis-
sioners of Cumberland county may
issue bonds to the amount of fifty
thousar.d dollars in place of those de-
stroyed on account of Portland
bridge.”

On motion by Mr. Allan of Port-
land, the amendment was tabled for
printing, pending its adoption.

The Chair lays before the House,
bill, An Act concerning the granting
to the county commissioners of the
county of Cumberland the right to
sell or lease certain property, House
Document No. 302, tabled by the gen-
gentleman from Gorham, Mr. Alden,
pending passage to be engrossed.

Mr. ALDEN of Gorham: Mr.
Speaker, I wish to offer House
Amendment A and move its adop-
tion

HOUSE AMENDMENT A.

“By striking out the first six lines
of said section and the word “repeal-
ed* at the beginning of the seventh
line and inserting in place thereof
the following words:

Section 2. The county commis-
sioners of the county of Cumberland
are hereby authorized to bargain,
sell, lease and convey to the State
of Maine all the property, real, per-
sonal and mixed, and all rights and
property, rights in contracts and
other choses in action acquired or
held by virtue of any of the before-
mentioned =acts hereby repealed, or
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any portion thereof, and to lease said
above mentioned property, if not
sold or leased to the State as afore-
said, and to sell any or all of said
personal property as in their judg-
ment may scem best.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
amendment was adopted, and the
bhill was then passed to be engrossed
as amended by House Amendment
A ‘

Mr. ALLAN of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, I would like to take from
the table a bill that I tabled yester-
day morning, House Document No.
411. The motion was to recommit. I
would like to reconsider the vote
whereby it was recommitted to the
committee on salaries and fees.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion to reconsider prevailed.

Mr., ALLAN: Mr. Speaker, 1 offer
Amendment A and move its adop-
tion.

Amend by striking out the words
“fifth and sixth lines” in the fifth
line of Section 1 of said act, and in-
serting in place thereof, the words
“‘seventh line.”

A viva voce vote being taken, the
amendment waa adopted, and the
bill received its third reading and
was passed to Dbe engrossed as
amended by House Amendment A.

Mr. ROUNDS of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, last Monday, I asked 0
have recalled from the committee on
engrossed bills, House Document, No.
378. I would like to know if it has
been recalled.

The SPEAXER: The Chair will
state that it is in the possession of
the clerk.

Mr. ROUNDS: Mr. Speaker, I
would like to present an amendment.
The clerk in the engrossing depart-
ment said that this was not right.

Mr. Rounds then presented the fol-
lowing amendment:
House Amendment A to

Document No, 378.

House Document No. 378, entitled
Resolve in favor of Andrew Egan
for military pension, is hereby
amended by striking out everything

after the title and inserting in place
thereof, the following:

House

Resolved that there be paid to
Andrew Kgan of Portland. the sum
of eight dollars per month during the
pleasure of the Legislature; and
sum to be paid out of the funds ap-
propriated for military pensions.

The House, by a viva voce vote,
reconsidered the action whereby the
bill was passed to be engrossed.

By further viva voce vote, it
adopted House Amendment A and
the bill, as amended by House
Amendment A, was passed to be @n-
grossed.

Mr. BAXTER of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, I would like to inquire if
certain papers were returned from
the Senate in regard to a bill to pro-
vide medals and testimonials for
honorably discharged soldiers and
sailors, and if it is in possession of
the clerk? It is a committee report.

The SPEAKER: The Chair is in-
formed by the clerk that that matter
came through the regular course this
morning as a Senate report,

Mr. BAXTER: Mr. Speaker, what
action was taken on it?

The SPEAKER: The Chair cannot
inform the gentleman at this time.

Mr. BAXTER: Mr., Speaker, rather
than to delay, I will wait until to-
MOrrow.

Houlton: Mr.
Speaker, is the osteopathy bill in the
possession of the clerk? I wish to
offer an amendment to correct an er-
ror, a change of one word in the fifth
section.

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houl-
ton, the House voted to reconsider its
action whereby this bill was assign-
ed for tomorrow morning for ita
third reading.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Houlton, Mr. Barnes. presents
House Amendment A to Senate Doc-
ument No. 220.

Amend Senate Document No. 220,
by striking out in the seventeenth
line of Section 5, the word “therein.”

On motion by Mr. Barnes of Houl-
ton, House Amendment A was
adopted and on further motion by
the same gentleman, the bill as
amended was assigned for its second
reading tomorrow morning.

Mr. BARNES of
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Mr. PIKE of Eastport: Mr. Speak-
er, may I inquire if House Document
No. 358, which I tabled, hast been dis-
posed of?

The SPEAKER: The Chair will
state that in the absence of the gen-
tleman from Eastport, (Mr. Pike)
it was re-tabled. Does the gentleman
wish to make any motion on it?

Mr. PIKE: Mr. Speaker, if T am in
order at this time, I desire to move
the indefinite postponement of the
bill and for this reason: This amend-
ment seeks to amend a law which
the supreme court of this State has
already ruled upon. I shall have to
read the bill which is very brief—the
amendment, as follows:

“Section 127 of Chapter 87 of the
Revised Statutes is hereby amended
by inserting after the word ‘writ’ in
the second line of said section, the
following words, viz: ‘Except in any
action brought against the estate of
deceased persons’, so that said eec-
tion as amended shall read as fol-
lows:

‘Sect. 127. In all actions brought
on an itemized account annexed to
the writ, except in any action
brought against the estate of de-
ceased persons, the affidavit of the
plaintiff, made before a notary pub-
lic, using a seal, that the account on
which the action is brought i a true
statement of the indebtedness ex-
isting between the parties to the
suit, with all proper credits given,
and that the prices or items charged
therein are just and reasonable shall
be prima facie evidence of the truth
of the statement made in such affi-
davit, and shall entitle the plaintiff
to the judgment, unless rebutted by
competent and wufficient evidence.
‘When the plaintiff is a corporation,
the affidavit may be made by its
president, secretary or treasurer.’*

Now this was a statute which was
passed in 1913, and provided that in
all actions sounding in assumpsit that

the plaintiff might file an affidavit in
court—did not need to bring in his
witnesses—file an aflidavit in court,
sworn to, which should be prima fa-
cie evidence of the plaintiff’s side of
the case. The language was broad.
It =zaid “all actions sounding in as-
sumpsit.”” There is a salutary rule
in this State that when actions are
brought against the administrators
of estates of deceased persons, that
the plaintiff shall not testify be-
cause the lips of the dead man are
closed. In an opinion recently hand-
ed down by Judge Philbrook, and in
which the supreme court of this
State concurred, it was unanimously
held by the judges that this law
did not repeal that very salutary
rule! but notwithetanding that, the
committee on legal affairs of this
House. has had a hearing upon such
a bill and moves to have it amended
exactly in accordance with what is
now the law of the State, and as
handed down by the full bench of

our State. I submit, Mr Sneage)
that it is idle for the Legislature
at this time to consider thie

amendment. It is already the law
of our State., Why should there be
any amendment to cover that which
has already been provided for by the
decisions of our court? Now I do not
want to take any unfair advantage
of anybody. I am willing that it
should remain upon the table, if that
is agreeable; but knowing that I
am sound upon the legal position
that 1 take, I move its indefinite
postponement. If any friends of the
measure would like to have it tabled
to look the law up, it is perfectly
agreeable to me.

A viva voce vote being taken. the
motion to indefinitely postpone pre-
vailed.

On motion by Mr.
port,

Adjourned until 9 o’clock tomorrow
morning.

Pike of East-





