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LEGISLATIVE

HOUSE

Thursday, April 1st, 1915.

The House met according to ad-
Jjournment and was called to order
by the Speaker.

Prayer by the Rev.
of Hallowell.

Journal of previous session read and
approved.

Mr. Livingston

Reports of Committees

Mr. Nicholas from the committee
on appropriations and financial af-
fairs, reported “ought to pass” on Re-
solve in favor of Jennie M. Lyons,
stenographer to the committee on la-
bor.

The report was accepted.

On motion by Mr. Douglass of Web-
ster the rules were suspended and the
resolve received its two several read-
ings and was passed to be engrossed.

Same gentleman from same com-
mittee, reported “ought to pass” on
Resolve in favor of appropriating
money to pay for proof-reading and
indexing the House Journal.

The report was accepted.

On motion by Mr. Grenlaw of
Presque Isle, the rules were suspend-
ed and the resolve received its two
several readings and was passed to
be engrossed.

Same gentleman from same commit-
tee, reported “ought to pass” on Re-
solve in favor of Fortunat O. Michaud
secretary of the committee on pub-
lic health.

The report was accepted.

On motion by Mr. Cobb of Den-
mark, the rules were suspended and
the resolve received its two several
readings and was passed to be en-

grossde.
Same gentleman from same com-
mittee, reported ‘“ought to pass” on

Resolve in favor of I.ena R. Pierce,

The report was accepted.

On motion by Mr. Smith of Hamp-
den, the rules were suspended and
the resolve received its two several
readings and was passed to be en-

grossed.

Same gentleman from same com-
mittee, reported ‘“ought to pass”’ on
Resolve in favor of Ina . Chad-
bourne.

The report was accepted.
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On motion by Mr. Chamberlin of
Biddeford, the rules were suspended
and the resolve received its two sev-
eral readings and was passed to be

engrossed.
Same gentleman from same committee

reported ‘‘ought to pass’” on Resolve in
favor of clerk, stenographer and mes-
senger of legal affairs committee,

The report was accepted.

On motion by Mr. Greenleaf of Port
land the rules were suspended and the
resolve received its two several readings
and was passed to be engrossed.

Mr. Higgins from same committee, on
Resolve in favor of Raymond C. Frank,
for services as clerk to the committee on
library, reported same in new draft un-
der same title and that it ‘“ought to pass.”

The report was accepted.

On motion by Mr. Bonney of Bowdoin-
ham the rules were suspended and the
resolve received its two several readings
and was passed to be engrossed.

Mr. Conners from the committee on
judiciary reported ‘‘ought to pass’” on
bill, An Act to amend Chapter 47 of the
Public Laws of 1911, relating to liens on
land.

The report was accepted.

On motion by Mr. Hanson of Sanford
the bill was then indefinitely postponed.

Mr. Pierce from the committee on ju-
diciary reported ‘“ought not to pass’” on
bill, An Act to amend Section 37 of Chap-
ter 4 of the Revised Statutes of the State
of Maine, relating to casting vote.

Mr. Michaud from the committee on
public health on Resolve in aid of the
Maine Anti-Tuberculosis Association for
educational and organization purposes, re-
ported that the same ‘“‘ought not to pass,”
subject matter covered by another bill.

Same gentleman from same committee
on bill, An Act to provide for the care
and treatment of tubercular patients, re-
ported that the same ‘“‘ought not to pass,”
the same subject matter covered by an-
other bill.

Mr. Goldthwait from the committee on
sea and shore fisheries on bill, An Act to
prohibit the taking of lobsters in the wa-
ters of the town of Cutler, in the county
of Washington, between the 15th day of
June and the 15th day of September of
each year, reported that same is covered
by a bill previously reported.
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Same gentleman from same committee
on petition of Guy H. Carver and 34 oth-
ers of Jonesport asking that the Green-
leaf dogfish bill be passed, reported that
said bill is already reported.

The reports were accepted.

On motion by Mr. Plummer of Lis-
bon, bill, An Act authorizing the town
of Lisbon to supply gass and electrici-
ty, House Doc. No. 778, was taken from
ithe table.

'The peading ¢guestion being the
adoption of Senate Amendment A, in
concurrence,

Mr. Plummer offered House Amend-
ment A to Senate Amendment A, to
amend Senate Amendment A by add-
ing the following: “provided, however,
that such consent shall not be neces-
sary for said town to furnish electric-
ity for its own municipal purposes.”

The amendment to the amendment
was adopted.

The question being on the adoption

of Senate Amendment A, as amend-
ed.

The amendment, as amended, was
adopted in concurrence.’

On further motion by Mr. Plummer,
the bill, as amended, was passed to be
engrossed.

On motion by Mr. Hanson of San-
ford, unanimous consent was granted
and that gentleman presented out of
order the following order:

Ordered, that James J. Neilon of
Biddeford be excused from further at-
tendance at this session, and that his
pay and mileage be made up in full
to the end of the session.

The order received a passage.

Mr. RICKER of Castine: Mr. Speak-
er, I have here an order to the effect
that the superintendent of public
buildings is hereby instructed to order
the return of the lids of the cuspidors,
and pending any action upon this or-
der I will yield the floor to the gen-
tleman from Lincolnville, Mr. Mullin.

Mr. MULLIN of Lincolnville:
Mr. Speaker, Fellow Members:
Your attention I implore,
‘While 1 lay before this body
From my place upon the floor
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A few remarks and statements,

On a measure 1 propose,

Which “ought to pass’ ‘‘to be engrossed’’
Before this session’s close.

And 1 promise, true and faithful,
That I won’t detain you long,
But a crying public evil

Is the burden of my song.

You know when we o-rators
Most loudly would o-rate,

On some impertant measure
For the welfare of our State,

That when we wax eloquent
And expect prolonged applause,
The only encore we receive
Comes from those cuspidors.

Now I move you, Mr. Speaker,

If the Senate shall concur,

That our building Superintendent
Be instructed to transfer

To the scrapheap of the State House
All these noisy, tin spittoons,
Whence they’ll not be resurrected
For a hundred thousand moons.

And furthermore, I'll move you
Mr. Speaker, if I may,

That we substitute for tinware
Good pulp fibre or mache,

Or provide some rubber covers

For these cans of painted tin,

Or some crocheted worsted hushers,
To eliminate the din.

And I move this bill be tabled

Till the first of April next,

And have no amendments added
That shall change its farce or text.

And while the same is pending,
The Chair will firmly rule
That whoever kicks a spitbox
Shall be placed upon a stool

Where every worthy member
May behold nim from afar,

And to think that he’s not on one
He may thank his lucky star.

Now when future generations
Their thoughts shall backward cast,
To the merits and demerits

Of the bills that we have passed;

‘When they closely scan the record,
(Though I say this with a blush,)
And select the golden nuggets
From the waste and underbrush,

They’ll say: ‘“The bill enacted

That should win the State’s applause

Is the one that rid the State House

Of those cussed cuspidors.’” (Applause.)

Mr. Wasgatt of Deer Isle moved that
the vote of yesterday be reconsidered
whereby the House voted to recede and
concur with the Senate in the indefinite
postponement of bill, An Act providing
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for the destruction of dog fish and other
members of the shark species in the
waters of Maine, House Doc. No. 198.

A viva voce vote being doubted,

A rising vote was had, and the motion
prevailed, by a vote of 64 to 0.

Mr., Wasgatt then yielded the floor to
the gentleman from Portland, Mr. Green-
leaf.

Mr. GREENLEAT: Mr. Speaker, in
view of the fact that matters were go-
ing through this Hcuse with a rush last
night, I think it is reasonable to suppose
that some of them werc not considered
with proper deliberation. In regard to
this matter the result may be finally the
same as the dispositon of last night: but
somehow | had a feeling at that time as
thoigh we had a right to insist upon
our former action and ask for a com-
mittee of conference, and I make that
motion at this time.

The motion was agreed to.

The Speak:r thereupon appointed as
such committee of conference Messrs.
Greenleaf of Portland, Small of Mt
Desei't anl Nicholas of Kastport.

M. SANBORN of South JPortland:
Olr, Speaker, T would like to indquire in

regard to the vresent status of bill, An
Act relative to the cqualization of the
salaries of county commissioners. 1
have mnot seen it on its final passage
through the House and T inquire for the

reason that a Senate Amendment was
made to that bill chanzing the salaries
of the county commisgionners of Cum-

berland County. and the members of the
tiouse from Cumberland County, as [
understand, feel that they would Ilike
to have the privilege of amending that
bill further; and 1 would like to know
whether it is now in an amendable state.

The SPEAKER: The Chair will in-
form the gentleman from South Port-
land, Mr. Sanborn, that the bill has gone
back to the Senate.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be-
fore the Jouse report of the conference
committee on the disagreeing action of
the two branches of the Legislature on
bill, An Aect to establish the offices of
superintendent and matron of the Port-
land City Home, and to determine the
tenure of office of same, reporting that
the committee ave unable to agree,
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Senators  Cole, Swift. and
Durgin, on the part of the Senate and
Messrs. Roberts, Fossett and Greenleaf
on the part of the House.
The report was accepted.

signed by

On motion of Mr. Greenleaf of Port-
land, the House voted to adhere to its
former action.

Mr. HIGGINS of Brewer: Mr. Speak-
er and gentlemen of the House, we are
now in the closing days and hours of
the 77th Legislature. Three months
ago we met in this hall for the pur-
pose of organization. One hundred and
thirty-five of our number were new
members, leaving only 16 who had had
previous legislative experience. When
we came here we did not agree politi-
cally, and we were inclined to look
upon the fellow in the other party as
an enenly, as a common enemy. As the
days went on that feeling melted
away, and in a few days it was impos-
sible to tell the political faith of any
member of the House; we were herc
for one common purpose from that
tinmie forth, and that purpose was to
legislate to the very best of our
ability for the good of the grand old
State of Maine. We have endeavored
to live up to the oaths which we took
at the beginning of this session; we
may have differed in some respects.
It would be impossible for a body of
this size to agree on every proposi-
tion submitted to it, and I think it is
right that it should ke thus. We have
formed friendships here that will last
until time shall be no more.

And I want to say, Mr. Speaker, and
gentlemen of the House, T believe this
is the first time when the two branches
of thie Legislature were of a different
political faith; and I further want to
say that 1 believe there never was a
session of this Legislature when so
little il will and il feeling was mani-
fested as there has been during the
present session. This in itself, goutle-
men, speaks volumes for the charac-
ter and for the stability of the men
whom the people of this commonwealth
have sent here to act as their ser-
vants in the formation of the laws of
this State. Illness has caused only one
of our members to be taken from us,
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and that is the gentleman from Bailey-
ville, Mr. Jordan, whose illness we
sincerely regret, and we hope for hisg
early recovery; and in behalf of the
gentlemen of this House, your com-
mitte selected a few days ago have
sent to him this morning with the
compliments and best wishes of the
House of Representatives of the 77th
Legislature a basket of flowers.

At the organization of this House it
was my- high privilege to conduct to the
Chair a man who had received the high-
est honor which could be given by this
body, a gentleman who was known to
many of us and who has since become
known to us all as a gentleman of the
highest integrity, a man of eminent
ability. a man of absolute fairness to
all partics; and while at home all these
characteristics were known of him, it
is now known throughout the State that
he is a man possessed of these qualifi-
cationh iand Mr. SpeaKer, in behalf of
yeur fellow members, it gives me great
pleasure tc Dpresent to you this token
of our affection and regard; it is all
gold, the purest and finest of anything
on earth. We ask you to accept it, not
on account of its intrinsic value, but on
account of the love and esteem which
we bear toward vou; and as you gaze
upon its face and watch the hours and
minutes go, may your memories and
reflections upon the 77th Legislature be
the kindest and the mcest pleasant mem-
ories of your life. (Long and continued
applause.))

Mr. Higgins then presented the Speak-
er with a gold watch.)

The SPEAKER: Mr. MHiggins and
gentlemen of the House, what can I
say to You in answer to these sentiments
which have been presented here this
morning, and for this beautiful gift
which you have now laid upon my desk?
It is truly to me an occasion of em-
barrassment, although pleasant. It is
indecd pleasant to e remembered in this
way by my fellow membhers of this
Fouse, It is indeed pleasing and pleas-
ant to me to hear these kind words spok-
en: and, gentlemen, from the bottom of
my heart I wish to thank you for this
token of vour esteem and for these ex-
pressions of your kind judgment upon
me.
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As has been truly said, when we came
ihere at the begining of this session we
were to a great extent strangers; we
knew omne another only by reputation,
and in the case of many of us we had
no previous acquaintance with the other
members of this House. We have sat
herve during these weeks of this busy
session of the 77th Legislature and we
have become, I know, friends. This has
been to me a pleasant and an agreeable
task to preside over the deliberations of
veur body. I accept this high honor
with feelings of the greatest apprehen-
gion and many misgivings. I knew, as
1 stated to you at the beginning of this
session, that I dil not feel myself quali-
fied by experience or in any way to pre-
side over the deliberations of this body;
and, gentlemen, I now feel that it is
only by your great kindness, your great
consideration toward me and toward one

another i the deliberations of this
session, that any degree of success has
been attained.

I wish to.congratulate the members of
the House for the work which has been
accomplished here this winter. I believe
that when the history of this session is
made up, notwithstanding some things
that may have been said in regard to this
session of the Legislature—I believe that
when the history of this session is made
up it will be found that we have been a
working body; that we have accomplished
results; that we have passed measures of
constructive legislation, legislation which
I firmly believe will redound to the ben-
efit and to the honor of our good old
State of Maine; and I know, gentlemen,
that you all had that in view in the ac-
tions that you have taken here this win-
ter. We are men of various parties, men
of varying and diverse opinions, men of
different personalities, but we have come
here and consulted together for the com-
mon good of our State; and, gentlemen,
I believe that on the whole we have
consulted and acted well.

Gentleman, again I thank you most sin-
cerely for this token of your personal
esteem and friendship to me. I shall al-
ways remember the hours and the days
spent her this winter, and it will be to ma
a lasting pleasure and a gratification to
have and keep this beautiful memento
which you have now presented to me. I
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thank you, gentlemen.
ued applause.)

(Long and contin-

Mr. BLAKE of Oakland: Mr. Speaker,
if it is in order at this time, I would
move that we reconsider our acgtion in
regard to bill, An Act to determtne the
amount of clerk hire in the severat county
offices. I will state that this is merely for
the purpose of offering an amendment to
correct a clerical error.

The SPEAKER: The Chair is informed
by the clerk that the bill referred to is
now in the Senate; and the Chair would
suggest that possibly an amendment to
that effect might be presented through
some member of the Senate.

The SPEAKER: The House
recur to the consideration of
committees whiech have just
ceived.

Mr. Michaud from the committee on
public health, on bill, An Act to amend
Section 25 of Chapter 129 of the Revised

will now
reports of
been re-

Statutes, relating to the sale of cigar-
ettes, reported that the same ‘“‘ought
not te pass” the original paper having
been lost by the committee.

The report was accepted.

Mr. Haskell from the committee on ap-
propriations and financial atfairs report-
ed ‘‘ought to pass’’ on Resolve in favor
of Tna E. Chadbourne.

The report was accepted, and on mo-
tion by Mr. Lord of Ellsworth the rules
were snspen.dud, the resolve received its
two readings and was passed to be en-
grossed.

Same gentleman from same committee,
reported “ought to pass” on Resolve in
favor of Fred S. Rand.

The report was accepted, and on mo-
tion by Mr. Smith of Hampden, the
rutes were suspended, the resolve re-

ceived its two readings and was passed
to be engrossed.

Same gentleman from same committee,
reported ‘‘ought to pass” on Resolve in
favor of Orin B. Frost, for services as
clerk to the committee on bills in the
third reading.

The report was accepted and on motion
by Mr. Meader of Chelsea, the rules
were suspended, the resolve received its
two readings and was passed to be en-
grossed.

The SPRAKER: The Chair lays before
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the Flouse reports A and B of the com-
mittee on judiciary on Order for inves-
tigation of railroads by special joint
committee of the Legislature, report A,
reporting same in new draft under same

tifle and accompanying resolve and
that it *‘ought to pass”, signed by

Messrs, Cole, Waterhouse, Campbell and
Durgin; report B, reporting that same
‘ought not to pass’, signed by Messrs.
Picerce, Conners, Butler and McCarty.

Mr. SMITH of Hampden: Mr. Speaker
and gentlemen, this bill is House Doec.
No. 57, and it has been out of my hands
so long that T hardly recognized it when
it got back. 1t is very evident that there
exigts in the minds of many people of
this State at this time a feeling which
is very undesirable on the part of the
gensral publie, the shippers, the trav-
elers and the producers of this State,
those who arce deing business witih the
areat transportation companies, and es-
pecially the Maine Central Railroad that
most vitally effects us in reaching our
markets and in procuring for us mar-
kets for those commodities which
must necessarily use in our daily life.

Same few yvears ago, a matter of seven
or eight vears ago, the capital stock
of this company began an upward course
in leaps and bounds; their rates have in-
creased correspondingly, for the capital
stock. the interest-bearing-fund of a
property, of a ntility of this nature must
ihave a direct relation to its earning
capacity. Tt is felt and with knowledge
won the part of Lhe.preople of Maine, that
such a corporation should bhe able to pay
to its stockholders a dividend of six
per cent. Now, there have been some
transactions which we would like in-
vestigated in order that there might
be restorad to the reople of Maine a
right feeling towards this great corpor-
ation; and that feeling is not only on
the part of those outside the company,
those embploying this road, but it is
shared also by those highest in the
affairs of the company. I hold in my
hand a letter under date wof December
23rd, 1914, from which I will read: “In a
letter to Gov. Haines under date of
April 1st, 1914, T suggested that T would
be very glad to have him cause an in-
vestigation to be made by any disinter-
ested tribunal he saw fit, in crder that

we
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the people ¢f this State might be fully

informed as to alt the actual existing

facts showing the condition of the com-

pany.” This letter bears the signature

wf Morris McDonald, president of the

Maine Central Railroad, showing plain-

iy his attitude in regard to this matter.

We are all familiar with that idea of

lago’s, that

“Good name in man and woman,

Is the immediate jewel of their souls.

Who steals my purse steals trash;
something, nothing;

"Twas mine, ‘tis his, and has been slave
to thousands;

But he that filches from me
name . .

Robs me of that which not enriches him

And makes me poor indeed.”

"tis

my good

And it is much an asset of a
great corporation dealing with the
public to bear a good name as it is
an asset for any business man to have
a good reputation among those with
whom he transacts business.

No one at the time of the hearing
hefore the committee objected to the
investigation,—the ccunsel for
railroad did not object to the investi-
gation, and I feel that if such a thing
could be brought about it would be for
their benefit, for the benefit of the
railroad company; and what benefits
them must necessarily benefit the ship-
per, must benetit us, the common peo-
ple.

In reply to questions which were
propounded or asked of counsel for
the railroad at that time, no answer
was forthcoming, but they were ta-
ken over to the office of the company
and their replies were returned to the
committee on taxation. In answer to
¢uestion nine, it was found that the
net revenue from the Ricker Hotel
Company was $24,790, or 171 per cent
on their earnings, and the cost of car-
rying same 5.42 per cent; the net rev-
enue from the Bar Harbor Hotel site
property, $5,455.02, and the capital cost
of carrying same, 542 per cent; that
is, with $1,450,000 in one property and
$255,600 in the other lies the differ-
ence between the earnings of those
properties and the cost to the Maine
Central to carry them was $62,526.
Now, the dividend at six per cent
which this Maine Central Railroad

as

the
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earns would be the diiference between
that 5.42 per cent and the 6 per cent,
making the total loss on that property
of $71,415.

Now, gentlemen, I want to call your
attention to the so-called “'grey book"
issued by the Maine Central Railroad,
showing the history of the capitaliza-
tion of that road, and on page 27 of
Appendix D), under the head of “Rick-
er Hotel Company’ the final paragraph
makes this comment: “The results ob-
tained from the operation of these
properties have been satisfactory,”—
resulting in a loss of $71,415 annually,
and still those people tell you that it
has been satisfactory. Do you wonder
that suspicion has crept into the
minds of men who think about thesc
things? Do you see any occasion for
any degree of satisfaction in such an
act as that on the part of twelve
able business men of this State? And
they tell vou, in making up a deficit,
that that is satisfactory. I say, gentle-
men, there is some fault somewhere.
There are some other deals in re-
gard to which the public are interested,
some other matters that we would
like to touch upon. Here is the so-
called “red book,” and from it I will
read to you directly. It sayvs, “The
Maine Central Railroad holds hotel
property,—First the Kineo property,
afterwards the Samoset was bought
—Afterwards some land was bought
down at Bar Harbor with the inten-
tion of building a hotel there to com-
plete the circle, unless possibly one
more might be built. Now  what
about it? The Interstate Commerce
(Commission put its foot en it,"—he
sAYS, “The Interstate Commerce
Commission put its foot on it,” be-
cause the Interstate Cominerce Com-
mission laid down a hard and fast rule
that a transportation company shoulad
engage in no other kind of busincss.
And I submit to veu, gentlemen, that
the figures which I have just given
vou and which their records show are
true, would give it seems to me to that
commission ample basis for the idea
that the Maine Central Railrvad was
fairly engaged in the hotel business;
but when they lost for the rate- payers
through this State the sum of $71,000
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in one year in the hotel business, it
would seem that the Interstate Com-
merce Commission did well to stop
them from continuing in the hotel
business.

Here is a question that necessarily
arises in the mind of any man, it seems
to me. in this matter. $1,450,000 of this
money was spent in the purchase of
the Ricker Hotel Property. Those men
had made some money in the hotel
business, and one member of that con-
cern is a director in the Maine Central
Railroad. If that was not a good payv-
ing proposition, why did the Maine
Central buy it? And if it was pos-
sible for Mr. Ricker to manage that
hotel and to make money as he has
in other hotel business, why has he
not as a director of this Maine Central
Railroad kept it in the earning class?
I am not going to answer this question.

Then we had this terminal deal

2t

Portland; we had the Somerset Rail-
way deal where stock was purchased
for almost twice its value, for more

than twice its market price, paid for
in good Maine Central stock. Gen-
tlemen, I am not going into this mat-
ter to the extent I had intended, for
I have an amendment, and T am going
te ask the privilege of substituting
an order for the bill, which I hope will
meet with your approval, but I want
to show vou something in regard to
what has prompted this feeling. In
this bhuilding on the date of March
11th, Hon. Seth M. Carter of Auburn
stated as follows: ‘“The capitalization
of the Maine Central was $25,000,600
cf which $15,000,000 was owned ov
the Maine Railways Company. Up (o
abhout a vear ago this $15,000,000 was
held by the Boston & Maine. At that
time it was deemed by those inter-
ested that this holding of the Boston
& Maine was a menace to the Maine
road and an effort was made to get
control of it from the Boston and
Maine, and place the stock in he
hands of those who would have the
best interests of the Maine Central at
heart.”” Perhaps the fact that for
several years the Boston and Maine
did own 64 1-2 per cent of the Maine
Central did have something to do
with it, and Mr. Carter knows the
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inside of this Maine Central Rail~
road deal perhaps as well as any liv-
ing man. A menace, a threat against
the Maine Central Railroad for the
Boston and Maine to hold its stock!
Now we want to know why it was a
threat, we want to know why it was
a menace. And if that is the fact in
relation to these roads, we want an
investigation to be made and resti-
tution made, If the Boston and
Maine corporation through its di-
rectors has forced upon the Maine
Central Railroad undesirable deals
simply because they held a majority
of that stock, then I say we have a
right to know it. I do not mean that
we ask for any investigation of any-
thing that has occurred back of 1903,
All of the acts of the railroad which
are criticized occurred since thatr
date, the purchase of unprofitable
hotel property, the Boston and Maine
transactions, the increase in salaries,
the payment of the lobby to caryy
through legislative measures, the
Somerset Railroad deal and the loan-
ing of money and increasing the fund-
ed debt. All these transactiong have
been carried on within a brief period
of time, and the chief work of the in-
vestigation would be to have suita-
ble experts examine into and report
the facts to this commission.

The railroad should not object to
such a proposition because they are
asking for an abatement of taxes
which would have meant $46,000. Its
interest then is not to save money
for the State of Maine. The people
would not complain of this outlay if
it would rid the railroad of unprofit-
able properties or cause the restitu-
tion of moneys which have been tak-

en illegally from the railroad. It
would naturally lessen the freight
charges and lessen the amount of

stock upon which the people have to
pay six per cent. The benefit of this
inquiry is to give publicity to anv
improper acts which the directors of
thig railroad may have done in the
past, if there be such. I sincerely
hope, however, that there may be
none. When you have two men
working together in a partnership,
two factors working together, as the
common carrier is situated today in



1358 LEGISLATIVE

regard to the producers of this State
you will accomplish better results.
you cannot transact business with a
man in whom you have no confidence.
Show the causé why restitution
should not be made, show the cause
in the course of this investigation
why such restitution should not be
made. Recommend laws which woul:l
prevent the railroad from engagingic
any outside enterprises. This is not
simply a movement with the railroad
on one side and the stockholders on
the other; it is primarily a move-
ment with the pedéple who pay the
freight and passenger rates on the
one side and the Maine Central Rail-
road which must constantly come to
the Legislature for legislation on the
other. For years since the organi-
zation of the road it has sought con-
siderations in taxation and public
privileges, and why should it be
afraid of or refuse or oppose an in-
vestigation at the hands of the body
which represents the people and by
whose authority this road practically
exists?

The Legislature is recognized as the
great general court, the forum, where

people go to have legislative acis
passed, an investigation of wrongful
acts of its creatures remedied, an?d

laws enacled to prevent mal-admin-
istration on the part of the corpora-
tion which it creates. ‘Why, then,
isn’t this the proper place where the
whole people are affected by the mal-
administration, or the alleged mal-
administration of this great corpora-
tion? *Why isn’t this the proper court
to go into for such an investigation,
and why should not the State pay
the expenses? The State created the
corporation, and now the corporatioa
has asked for legislation to lessen
their taxes; it asks 1ur legislation
make it possible for them to sellthe
stock:; it maintains throughout Lhe
entire session of this Legislature a
lobby to antagonize any jegislation
vhich they think affects them seri-
ously, and they encourage any legis-
lation which they think is helpful -2
them. This has been the course of
procedure for years and years. No
doubt they have obtained legislation
which ratified past acts. Now, i
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the Legislature has been
ner in creating friendly
it wittingly or

a par.-
legislation,
unwittingly that
road has wused the authority thus
granted illegally and against the
people of our State, then why should
not the TI.egislature investigate the
charges, and, if shown to be true,
then pass laws that will correct the
evils, and pay for the expense of an
investigation which will disclose the
facts?

Now, as to the question of economy
with which this road has been con-
ducted, I want to call your attention
to the matter of salaries paid to
some of the officials of this road.
Last January the Maine Central
Railroad reduced its office force 12
the extent of something like $12,000.
Here in this Legislature we have ge2n
fit within a few days to increase the
salary of our Governor, and as yet,
as far as the provisions of this Act
taking effect, the law of this State still
at the present time fixes the salary of
our Chief Executive at the sum of
3,000. General Wood, the Command-
er of the United States Army, re-
ceives a salary of §$8,000; and the
Hon. Seth M. Carter, chief counsel
for the Maine Central Railroad, re-
ceives a salary of $12,000, and that is
not the entire expense in connection
with the legal department of the
road, but from that it will be seen
that one man connected with that de-

partment, the chief counsel for the
road, receives 150 per cent as com-
pared with the salary of the com-

mander of the United States Armsy.
('ol. George Goethals, in charge of
that great work in connection with
the Panama Canal, a man who en-
gineered successfully the greatest
feat of this or any age, receives a
salary of $15,000, and he is now Gov-
ernor of the Canal Zone:; and Presi-
dent Morris McDonald gave to the
Mzaine Central Raiiroad his services
for the humble salary of $35,000, al-
most as much monthlv as our Chicf
lixecutive receives annually. Now I
sav, genilemen, does that lcok like
cconomy? Then, gentlemen, I resent
the idea of a party representing the
Muine Central Railroad coming heve
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and saying to me as a legislator that
we might curtail the appropriations
for some of our charitable institu-
tions and in that way reduce their
tax half g mill on gross earnings.

Now, gentlemen, I do not wish to
weary yvou with too much detail in this
matter, hut I do want to tell you why
I introduced this bill, and what it means
to me and what it has meant to me and
those of my occupation all over this
State, At the last annual meeting of the
‘Maine Statz Grange, Patrons of Hus-
bandry, held at Lewiston, this report of
their committze on taxation was adopt-
ed: “A very combplete network of rail-
ways covers our State and they have
rendered efficient service in the develop-
ment of Maine. We have seen the trans-
poriation rates increase by leaps and
bounds, and we have also seen the ex-
planation of the railroad officials. We
believe the people of Maine are willing
that any public service corporation be
entitled to six per cent dividend upon its
actual earning capital. We have seen
the capital stosck of the Maine Central
Railroad increase from $5,000,000 to $25,-
000,000; the people of Maine have a right
to know what part, if any, is watered
stock. Tt is time that we ceased to help
corporations pay high dividends upon
stock that is a nonentity. It is reported
that the Somersat Branch of the Maine
Central Railroad and the hotel property
at Kineo and Rockland owned by the
Maine Central are unprofitable invest-
ments. 1f such is the case, why should
the common people be taxed by the rail-
roads to meet this deficit?”

Geentlemen, that is from the journal of
proceedings of the Maine State Grange,
at its annual meeting held at Lewiston
last December, and if you care to take
the time you can read it for yourselves
from that journal. Now, I have here an
exhjbit to which I wish to call your at-
tention, and each one of these petitions
is the proxy, as you might say, of scme
Grange in our State and is sent here
asking for an investigation of this rail-
road. One hundred and forty eight
Granges are represented here by these
petitions, and representing a membership
of 21,614 persons; that is to =ay, 21,614
peonle of this State have asked for such
an investigation. Just think <of that
number! Think of the whole population

has
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of the city of Bangor coming here and
asking for some special piece of legis-
lation. Would that amount to anything
in your minds, gentlemen? Would a
number like that coming here have any
consideration at your hands? Some of
these people live in your own constitu-
ency and are of your own constitu-
ency, excepting perhaps in one or two
of our larger cities, and they are looking
to ‘vou for aid in this matter and for
your helpful legislation. Just think of
what it would wmrean, and how they
would beseech vou if they were to come
here in person. As I say here are 21,614
people represented here by these peti-
tions asking for some helpful legislation,
because we feel that upon our shoulders
heen put an unfair burden in this
matter. We were willing to do our
share and T think we have bourne our
share.

Now just a word further and I am
done. I want to call your attention to
a statement from the Maine State Board
of Trade, at its annual meeting held in
Lewiston, which meeting was presided
over by Arthur Chapin of Bangor, the
president of the Maine State Board of
Trade, than whom no man stands higher
in the esteem of those who have the
pleasure of knowing him. and in the
course of his remarks he said this:
“The farm is of vital importance for the
success and welfare of our State. It is
the principal element of our State and
national prosperity. The waste of prop-
erty must largely be replaced by those
who cultivate the land.”” Gentlemen,
this is not 2 statement from a farmer,
and that is why T quote it at this timer
it was not a statement from some light-
ning-red agent who wanted to separate
the farmers of our State from some of
their money. This means something
coming from such a source as from the
lips of such a man as the Hon. Arthur
Chapin, and it is because of that con-
dition that the farmers of this State are
asking at your hands at this time just
simply for a square deal, and that is
all we are asking; and with these re-
marks T wish to submit this order. and
ask that it be substituted for the report
of the committee,

Mr. Smith then presented the following
order:

Ordered, the Senate concurring, that the:
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Public TUtilities Commission is directed
and is hereby expressly empowered to in-
quire into the tariff rates, rules and regu-
lations of the Maine Central Railroad
Company, to investigate the capitaliza-
tion of said company and ascertain
when and to whom and for what pur-
poses its stock and bonds have been
issucd and what properties or other val-
ues it has received for the same; ascer-
tain the cause of the depreciation of the
value of its capital stock, and what if
any of its properties are unprofitable,
and whether or not the same should be
disposed of; whether there has been a
violation of law in the acquisition of its
properties, and, if so, what persons or
corporations, if any, are under legal
liability to make restitution; to investi-
gate the management of said company
and its subsidiary companies and outside
properties, including the amount paid
since January 1st, 1900 as salaries to its
officers, attorney fees and for the pur-
poses of influencing legislation; also in-
vestigate its past and present relations
and financial transactions with the Bos-
ton and Maine Railroad Company, and its
dealings with bankers and brokers in the
flotation of its stock and securities; that
‘such commission shall report the evidence
together with the findings of fact and
recommendations. For the purpose afore-
said said commission is authorized to
employ counsel and such experts as they
may deem necessary and a stenographer,
and to compel the attendance of wit-
nesses at the expense of the State to ap-
pear before them and give evidence and
produce books, papers and other docu-
ments pertinent to the subject matter of
their inquiry; said commission to file its
report as soon as may be with the Gov-
ernor and Council, and the Governor and
Council shall forthwith cause to be print-
ed two thousand copies thereof for the
use of the State. This investigation shail
not include the physical valuation of the
property of said company. All expenses
-of such investigation shall be paid out of
the contingent fund or out of any moneys
not otherwise appropriated.

Mr. SMITH: Now, gentlemen, in ex-
. planation of this I want to say further
that 1 have taken this matter up care-
fully with the chairman of the Utilities
Commission and this meets with his ap-
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proval; and I trust that this may be re-
reived favorably by you at this “time. I
am going to leave the matter entirely
with you now, and I trust that you will
see fit to give us a yea and nay vote on
this matter, because we have ample time
today; and I will accordingly ask that
when the matter is voted upon that it be
by a yea and nay vote.

The SPEAKER: The Chair will state
for the information of the House that
as the Chair understands the motion
of the gentleman from Hampden, Mr.
Smith, that gentleman moves that re-
port A, reporting ‘“ought to pass” in
new draft be accepted, and if that is
accepted the gentleman, will then offer
his amendment as read.

Mr. PERHAM of Woodstock: Mr.
Speaker and gentlemen, I will take but
a moment of your time. T think this
matter has been thoroughly covered by
the gentleman from Hampden, Mrr.
Smith, and I think you will all agree
with me that the transportation pro-
position is the one great question that
affects the vital interests of the every
industry throughout the country. I am
not going to enter into any discussion
of that matter at all. All that I want
to do is to call the attention of the
House to the fact that we have a utili-
ties commission and that we have got
to trust them, and that we do trust
them; the sentiment in favor of trust-
ing this Utilities Commission has been
growing rapidly in the past few weeks;
we believe that they will safeguard
the interests of the common people of
the State of Maine. At the hearing
that was held before the judiciary
committee the sentiment in favor of
having this investigation made by the
Public Utilities Commission was very
strong, and that seemed to be the main
point with every member of the com-
mittee who asked a question or took
any part in the discussion. The At-
torney General seemed to sanction
that method of procedure. The propo-
nents of this order are satisfied and
glad to have this matter go to that
court, and I think if the matter had
been brought up in that way we would
Liave had a unanimous report from the
committee, reporting “ought to pass.”

Mr. DUTTON of Bingham: Mr.



LEGISLATIVE

Speaker, 1 would like to inquire of the
gentleman from Hampden, Mr. Smith,
through the Chair, what the cost of
this proposed investigation will be.

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, in reply
to the gentleman from Bingham, Mr.
Dutton, T will say that on the day this
order was introduced I was told that
1 was responsible for the statement
that it would cost $60,000. The next
morning the papers of the State had it
that an investigation was called for
that would cost half a million. 1 will
say that a gentleman who has had
considerable experience in a matter
similar to this told me that if the at-
titude of the road was such as they
represented it to be, and if they came
“forward feeling that it would be a ben-
efit to the road, that the expense would
he less than $10,000. The matter will
only cover a short period, and there
are only a few questions involved in
the matter and it should he an easy
proposition.

The question being on the motion
to accept report A of the judiciary
committee,

The report was accepted.

The SPEAKER: The Chair will state,
in order to make this matter under-
stood more easily by the House, that
report A of the committtee on judici-
ary which the House has just accept-
ed presents a new and a different ord-
er, an order in a new draft with a re-
solve providing for the expense of this
proposed investigation. Now the gen-
tleman from Hampden, Mr. Smith,
moves to amend, as the Chair under-
stands it, the new draft presented by
this committee. The amendment
which the gentleman offers will change
the order in some respects, so that it
will read: *“Ordered, the Senate con-
curring, that the Public Utilities Com-
mission, etc.” As the Chair under-
stands it the hew draft simply substi-
stutes the words “Utilities Commis-
sion” in place of the word “committee”,
so that everything that is granted in
the original order to the joint special

commission is now in the amended
order granted to the Tublic Utilities
Commission.

Mr. PIERCE of Houlton: Mr. Speak-
er, T dislike to disagree with the gen-
tleman from Hampden, Mr. Smith, but

RECORD—HOUSE,

APRIL 1. 1361

under the provisions of this measure
it is obvious that the Public Utilities
Commission will be given an absolute-
ly free hand. 1t seems to me when
we have a Public Utilities Commis-
sion composed of two good lawyers
and turn around in this Legislature
and authorize and direct them to em-
ploy another lawyer, it is a very prob-
lematical matter and seems to involve
a very unnecessary expense; and for
that reason I would not be in favor of
the order in that form.

Mr. SMITH, I would say, Mr. Speak-
er, that I went over this matter with
the chairman of the Public TUtilities
Commission quite hurriedly, and I have
no objection to make to any change
that mayv be suggested in that regard.

The SPETAKER: The Chair would
suggest, inasmuch as this is an im-
portant piece of legislation, that the
matter be laid upon the table tempo-
rarily, and that the gentleman from
Hampden prepare an amended order.

Mr. THOMBS of Lincoln: Mr.
Speaker, 1 did not intend to engage in
this discussion at this time, but the
amendment as proposed substitutes the
TTtilities Commission for this special
committee. I was not a member of the
committee two years ago which had
charge of the drafting of the TPublic
TTtilities law, and T do not claim to
he entirely conversant with the pro-
visions of that law or with the pow-
ers and duties of the Commission un-
der it; but it does occur to me that
we are asked this morning to empower
the Commission to do the very thing
which they have the right to do upon
the petition of a very limited number—
ten., I think—of the people of the State
of Maine; and it seems to me that we
are just simply trving to add some-
thing to a law which is already in ex-
istence. T merely submit that before
we take this matter up for final con-
sideration that an amendment be add-
ed to this resolution, otherwise the
resolution, would not have a great
deal of force.

On motion by Mr. Smith of Hamp-
den, the matter was laid wupon the
tahle temporarily.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be-
fore the House report of the commit-
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tee of conference on the disagreeing
action of the two branches of the leg-
islature on House Amendment A to
House Doe. No. 640, reporting bill
herewith submitted, entitled “An Act
to amend Section 47 of Chapter 32 of
the Revised Statutes, as amended by
Chapter 205 of the Public Laws of
1913, relating to the use of motor boats
in hunting sea birds, duck and water
fowl,” and that it “ought to pass”;
signed by Senators Colby, Cole and
Allen on the part of the Senate and by
Messrs. Wheeler, Gerrish and Wyman
on the part of the House.

Mr. Gerrish of Greenville moved that
the report of the conference commit-
tee be accepted.

The motion was agreed to.

On further motion by Mr. Gerrish,
the rules were suspended, the bill re-
ceived its three several readings at
this time and was passed to be en-
grossed.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be-
fore the House resolve authorizing
John G. ¥Fleming to bring a
suit at law or in equity against the
State of Maine for a balance cla.umed
to be due him on a highway contract.
In the House this resolve was finally
passed; it now comes from th: Socr-
ate indefinitely postponed in that
branch in non-concurrence.

On motion by Mr. Thombs of Lin-
coln, the House voted to insisc¢ upcn
its former action and ask for a com-
mittee of conference.

The Speaker thereupon appointed as
such committee on the part of the
House Messrs. Thombs of Lincoln,
Pierce of Houlten and Sanborn of
South Portland.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be-
fore the Flouse resolve appropriating
money to aid in constructing a bridsge
across Fore River between the cities
of Portland and South Portland, Hous=
Doc. No. 708, In the House this re-
solve was finally passed; it now comes
from the Senate passed to be engross-
ed as amended by Senate Amendment
A.

Mr. Wilkins of Jay moved that the
House recede and concur with the Sen-
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ate in the adoption of Senate Amend-
ment A.

Mr. GREENLEATF of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, I wish to second that mo-
tion. Cumberland County is .'e must

generous spot on the fact of ihis carth.
Had there bheen no appropriations
made for ways and bridges at this
session of the Legislature, Cumberland
county would be several thousand dol-
lars to the good, and yet Cumberiand
county is willing to contribute its share
and will generously support the apypro-
priations for its neighbors; and while
we whe represent that county have felt
that the sura asked for was none too
mucih, and while we were satisfied that
the amount received was perhaps all
that we could expect in view of the high
pressure and the low state of our fi-
nances at the present time, we are
willing to accept the Senate Amend-
ment, and if any of you get hard up,
then come down to Portland and we
will show you around Cumberlund
county and help you out.

On motion by Mr. Greenleaf, the
votes were reconsidered whereby this
resolve was finally passed and where-
by it was passed to be engrossed.

On motion by Mr. Wilkins of Jay,
Senate Amendment A was adopted in
concurrence.

On further motion by Mr. Grezn-
leaf, the resolve was passed to be en-
grossed, as amended, in concurrence.

The SPEAKIR: The Chair lays he-
fore the Fouse bill, An Act additional
to Chapter 32 of the Revised Statutes,
as amended by Chapter 206 of the Pub-
lic Laws of 1913, relating to the taking
of fish in certain waters in Washing-
ton and Aroostook counties. In the
House this bill was indefinitely post-
poned; it now comes from the Sen-
ate that branch voting to iunsist and
ask for a committee of conference, in
non-concurrence.

On motion by Mr. St. Clair of Calais,
the Hcouse voted to join a committee
of conference.

The Speaker thereupon appointed as
such commnittee on the part of the
House Messgrs., St. Clair of C(Calais,
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Renn of Hodgdon and Washburn ot
Perry.

The SIPIAKER: The Chair lays be-
- fore the House bill, An Act creating
the Southern Maine Forest District
and providing for protection against
fires therein. In the House this bill
was indefinitely postponed; it now
comes from the Senate that branch
voting to insist upon its former ac-
tion and asking for a ccmmittee of
conference. .

nr. Pierce of Houlton moved that
the House adhere.

Mr. PLUMMER of ILisbon: Mr.
Speaker, T have no personal interest
in this bill except on general principles.
The idea seems to me to be a good
one, and might it not be possible that
a committec of conference may be
able to eliminate any objectionable
feutures there may be in the bill and
eive us something to start with as
to the control of the forests of the
State of Maine?

Mr. Pierce then withdrew his motion,

On motion by Mr. Plummer, the
House voted to insist upon its former
action and join a committee of con-
ference.

The Speaker thereupon appointed as
such committee c¢n the part of the
House, Messrs, Haskell of Portland,
Gailagher of Bangor and Greeley of
Portland.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be-
fore the House resolve in favor of
the physician at the Maine State
prison. In the House this resoive was
passed to be engrossed as amended by
House Amendment A; it now comes
from the Senate that branch nen-con-
curring in the adoption of Housce
Amendment A and asking for a com-
mittee of conference.

On motion by Mr. Ricker of Castine,
the House voted to recede and concur
with the Senate.

On motion by Mr. Fossett of Port-
land, the vote was reconsidered where-
by the resolve was passed to be en-
grossed as amended.

On further motion by Mr. Fossett,
the vote was reconsidered whereby
HHouse Amendiment A was adopted.
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The resolve was then passed to be
engrossed without the amendment as
originally engrossed.

The SPEAKTER: The Chair desires
at this time to make a pro forma
ruling in this matter, that this re-
solve having been originally engross-
ed in a certain form, and the House
having now voted that the resclve be
engrossed in the same form precisely,
that it will not be necessary for the
physical work of the engrossing to
be done again; and the Chair will
rule, subject of course, to the objection
of the House, that this resolve is now
in order for its final passage.

Mr. Plummer of Lisbon moved that
the resolve be indefinitely postponed.

Mr. PIERCE of Houlton: Mr. Speak-
cr, T would ask the gentleman from Lis-
bonr, Mr, Plummer, il he would not
withdraw his motion to indefinitely
postpone in order that this resolve may
ke sent back to the Senate and the emer-

gency clause taken off.

Mr., Plummer then withdrew his mo-
tion that the resolve be indefinitely post-
poned.

On motion hy Mr. Pierce the vote was
reconsidercd whereby the resolve was
passed to he engrossed as originally
printed. ¢

On further motion by Mr. Pierce House
amendment A was adopted, and on tur-
ther motion by Mr. Pierce, the resolve
was passed to be engrossed as amended.

Mr. Pilerce then moved that the resolve
be sent bask to the Senate at the request
of that branch, for further action.

The motion was agreed to.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be-
fore the House resolve appropriating
money for the construction of certain
buildings at the University of Maine.
Tn the Houaze the resolve was passed to
be engrossed as amended by House
amendment A; it now comes from the
Senate that branch voting to insist and
asking for a committee of confercnce,
in non-concurrence.

On motion hy Mr. Pierce of Houlton,
the Flouse voted to join in a committee
of conference.

The Speaker thereupon appointed as
such committee on the part of the House
Aessrs. McTntire of Waterford, Higgins
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of Brewer and Perham of Woodstock.
The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be-
fore the liouse bill, An Act to amend
the charter of the city of Lewiston and
to provide for a police commission,
House Doc. No. 945, In the House this
bill was passed to be engrossed as
amended. Iin the Senate, this bill re-
ceived its two readings, as amended by
House amendments A and B, in concur-
rence; subsequently that branch voted to
indefinitely postpone the bill in non-con-
currvence. The Senate then voted not to
reconsider the vote whereby the bill was
indefinitely postponed.

Mr. Greeley of Portland moved thar
the House recede and concur with the
Senate.

On motion by Mr. Lombard of Old
Orchard, the bill was tabled until this
afternoon.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be-
fore the House bill, An Act to amend

Sections four and five of Chapter 35 of
the Public Laws of 1909, relating to the
duties of the commissioner of agriculture
in relation te the manufacture, transpor-
tation and sale of dairy products and
their imitations, House Doc. No. 960. In
the H'(mse the bill was indefinitely post-
poned; it now comes from the Senate
passed to be engrossed in non-concur-
rence.

On motion by Mr. Peterson
Sweden, the House voted to insist
ask for a committee of conference.

The Speaker thereupon appointed as
such committee on the part of the House
Messrs, I’eterson of New Sweden, Brann
of Winthrop and MclIntire of Waterford.

of New
and

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays before
the Housge bili, .An Act relative to the
granting of licenses for certain busi-
nesses and purposes by the municipal
ofticers of the city of Portland, House
Doc. No. 735. In the House thig bill was
indefinitely postponed; it now comes
from the Senate, that branch voting to
ingist and asking for a committee of con-
ference.

On motion by Mr. Plummer of Lisbon,
the House voted to adhere.

On motion by Mr, Greeley of Portland.
the ffouse voted to reconsider the vote
whaereby it voted to adhere upon this bill.
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The pending «uestion being the motion
that thre House adhere, Mr. Plummer
withdrew his motion.

The pending question being concurrent
action.

Cn motinn by Mr. Connellan or Port-
land, the House voted to join in a com-
mittee of conference.

The Speaker then joined on the part of
the House as such committee ©f con-
ference Messrs. Greeley of Portland,
Connellan of Toriland and Greenleai of
Iortland.

On motion by Mr. Lombard of Old
Orchard, bill, An Act to amend the
charter of the city of Lewiston and to
provide for a police commission, House
Deoe. No. 945, was taken from the table

On  further motion by Mr. Lombard,
the TTouse voted to recede and concur
with the Senate in the indefinite post-
ponement of the bill,

On motion by Mr. Smith of Hampden,
the order relating to railroad investigation
was taken from the table.

The pending question being the adop-
tion of the amendment offered by the
gentleman from Hampden, Mr. Smith,
which has now been prepared in proper
form, House Amendment A in new draft.

Mr. Smith moved the adoption of the
amendment.

Mr. HIGGINS of Brewer: Mr. Speaker,
I have been very much interested in this
order from the start, and not being a law-
yver I have acquired a considerable
knowledge in federal and constitutional
law, but there is a qguestion upon which
I am undecided and about which I would
like some information, and if T had
thought of it in season I would have
asked our Attorney General in regard to
it, and that is as to whether or not the
Public Utilities Commission, under the act
creating it, has the power to make this
investigation upon the petition of a certain
number of residents of this State, as has
been stated here this morning. I want to
say, further, that if this is the law and
if they have this power, T feel that 1
should vote against the adoption of this
amendment. It seems to me that these
are rather troublesome days for railroad
corporations, and it would also seem to
me that it is about time the people let up
and gave them a chance to get on to their
feet.
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Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, T would like
to say in reply to that that this measure
is introduced for that very purpose, for
the purpose of helping the railroads, to
give the directors of that road a charce
to have a clean record before the people
if they desire it. I think there is nothing
wrong in that; but we do want to know
what the conditions are. This matter has
been tabled once by the gentleman from
Brewer (Mr. Iiggins) and that is one
reason why it comes in here so late. I
do not feel that this is a matter of injury
to the railroad; we are giving the rail-
road as much as they give us; this rail-
road is a part of the economic system of
this State, and a very essential part, and
I hope there is nothing wrong; and if
there is nothing wrong, here is a bunch
of stock in the hands of the Maine rail-
road directors, the trustees of the Maine
Railways Company amounting to a ma-
jority of the stock of the Maine Central
Railroad that ought to be put on the mar-
ket at a good price. Give them a chance
to show their hands to be clean and
this stock wil sell at a higher price, and
have a tendency to reduce passenger atc
freight rates for the people who use this
road. The gentleman from Woodstock,
Mr. Perham, can tell you in regard to the
amount of the attorney’s fee allowed
here, because he went to the chairman
of the Public Utilities Commission in my
stead.

Mr. PERHAM of Woodstock: Mr.
Speaker, I wish to say that at the request
of the gentleman from Hampden, Mr.
Smith, and at the suggestion of several
members of this House that this matter
be typewritten and put in proper form,
and with the suggestion that there were
already two good lawyers on that com-
mission, it was decided that the term
“counsel” might be stricken off of this
order, and 1 went to the chairman of the
Utilities Commission and asked him about
it. He said in view of the amount of
work that they were ordered to do by the
State before the first of October it might
be necessary to employ some counsel in
order that they might be able to bring in
their report in time and in order that it
might be in the hands of the Governor
and Council when it would be of some
value to the State. He told me that he
was perfectly willing to limit the amount
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to be available for counsel fees if they
did not wish to trust the Governor and
Council who audit these bills, and if they
did not wish to leave it to their judg-
ment and trust them to look after that
part of it that he was perfectly willing
to limit the amount to an amount not
exceeding $1500; and that amount of
course, or whatever amount is decided
upon for additional counsel, is subject to
the approval of the Governor and Council.

Now it seems to me this is a matter
which is very reasonable and something
which the people want, and that the rail-
road companies want it. We have met
the demand of the railroad people
whose interests are identical with our
interests; their prosperity and their
success depend upon our prosperity
and our success; our interests are mutual;
and it seems to me that now is the time,
considering the fact that the railroads
themselves,—not this one in particular,
but practically all the great railroad or-
ganizations in the country admit that
they have abused the rights of the people,
admit that they have done all sorts of
crooked things in the increase of their
capitalizations; they admit it over their
own signatures, and they promise that
they will not do so any more if they can
only be allowed to reorganize and get
right down to railroad business and at-
tend to that.

It seems to me the proper time to close
this deal is now when we are all in the
right frame of mind and when they see
it is for their advantage to pass a bill of
this kind. In the course of the hearing
before the judiciary committee it was
made very plain, as stated here a short
time ago, that all the railroad interests
practically wished for an investigation
by the Public Utilities Commission. Not
only that, but the Maine Central Railroad
said through their attorney that they
wanted an investigation and would wel-
come it and that everything they had
would be open to us, and they said they
would aid us all they could in this inves-
tigation. If they will come and meet this
commission on that basis then the ex-
pense connected with this investigation
will be very slight.

I presume that the Maine Central di-
rectors whom we see here with us today
are here urging that this investigation be
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carried on before this Public TUtilities
Commission, and that they are willing
to leave this investigation with the Pub-
lic Utilities Commission. I presume that
the Attorney General who seemed so very
anxious before that hearing and at other
times that this work should be done by
the Public Utilities Commission,—I pre-
sume he is here at his time urging that
this very thing be brought about. They
have said to us, ‘“Let us have this hear-
ing by the Public Utilities Commission,”
and I say to you, gentlemen, that I hope
this House will vote to do just what we
are asked to do and just what they ask
for, and the only one object of that is for
the good of the State of Maine.

Mr. HIGGINS: Mr. Speaker, I Jjust
want to say, in reply to the gentleman
from Hampden, Mr. Smith, that this bill
was tabled by me in the early days of
this session supposing that I had a right
as a member of this House to table it for
investigation, which seemed to me proper,
and after it went to the committee on
judiciary 1 lost sight of it, other than
what I heard about it. I want to say
that I have not been approached by any
railroad interest or by any attorney gen-
eral or by any individual in regard to this
proposition. There is a question which I
have asked, and I would like to have it
answered, whether the same thing can
be accomplished under the Public Utili-
ties Commission, under the act creating
that body, as under this order? I haven’t
seen any railroad directors here, and I
couldn’t swear that there is one in the
room: I hope, however, that they all are
here, but 1 don’t know. So my interest
in the matter is just simply to find out
whether the same result can be accom-
plished. 1 do not object to the investiga-
tion or anything of that kind, but I do
want to know whether we can accomplish
the same thing by a petition or twenty
or fifty residents of this State as under
this order. Mr. Speaker, I will yield the
floor for the purpose of having that
question answered.

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, I will an-
swer that question as well as I may. I
am not an attorney; like the gentleman
from Brewer, Mr. Higgins, I lack the
proper schooling, but I will say this, that
T presume if Judge Cleaves of the Utili-
ties Commission thought it possible to be
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brought about through a petition to that
body he would not have favored an
amendment like that which lies before
you. That is the only answer I can give.

Mr. THOMBS of Lincoln: Mr. Speaker,

I am not going to attempt to answer the

question, I am going to refer the gen-
tleman from Brewer (Mr. Higgins) to the
gentleman from South Portland (Mr. San-
born) who, in my opinion, is perfectly
competent to answer that question if he
will.

Mr. SANBORN of South Portland: Mr.
Speaker, I have not consulted this act
with reference to the point in guestion,
but I believe this to be substantially the
wording of that bill, that when rates or
service are complained of by private in-
dividuals they have the right to make a
complaint to the Public Utilities Com-
mission as to the rate or service; and
when such a complaint is made it is the
duty of the Public TUtilities Commission
to investigate and ascertain whether the
rates complained of are fair and proper
or not, or whether the service which is
furnished is reasonable and proper or
not; and they have the right to make
such order in the premises as they find
to be justified by facts which they get
hold of. If I may be allowed to make
one other suggestion, I would say this,
that even though the authority in the
act might be stretched so as to cover the
present situation, this act perhaps is a
fair and proper one for us to entertain.
I presume what is meant by the ordinary
complaint about rates or service, such as
was contemplated by this act, is such a
complaint as might be made by the citi-
zens of Augusta against their electric
light company if there is one here, which
inquiry would involve an examination into
the service which is furnished here to the
inhabitants, small in its scope and not in-
volving a great amount of expense. But,
on the other hand, we have here an in-
quiry which it is obvious, if it is made
at all, it will be a very extensive omne.
Now a few individuals in a town like
Augusta who want their electric light
situation inquired into may well be sup-~
posed to be able to finance that campaign,
but it might be a great hardship upon
the ten or twenty, as the case may be,
who might institute an inquiry of the
sort contemplated here; I say, it might
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be a great hardship upon them to finance
it, even so great a hardship as to make
it absolutely impossible to be instituted.
The provisions involving the magnitude
of the inquiry for the State and with the
provision that the State should assume
the expense may be a debatable question,
but I should say it was a fair question
for us to consider. Inother words, just the
fact that we might conclude that the in-
quiry might be made or instituted properly
ought not of itself to lead us to the con-
clusion that we should deny the present
order, because we might think it proper
to say by our judgment that inasmuch as
the expense might be prohibited if thrown
upon private individuals it would be fair
in view of the demand that there seems
to be and coming from the source from
which it does come, it might be fair for
the State to assume to some degree that
expense.

Mr. PIERCE of Houlton: Mr. Speaker,
with the consent of the gentleman from
Brewer, Mr. Higgins, I would like at
this time to read Section 34 of the Act
creating the Puble TUtilities Commission,
which is as follows: “‘Said commission
shall have power and it shall be its duty
to fix a reasonable value upon all the
property of any public utility used or
required to be used in its service to the
public within the State whenever it deems
a valuation thereof to be necessary for
the fixing of fair and reasonable rates,
tolls and charges; and in making such
valuation they may avail themselves of
any reports, records or other information

available to them in the office of any
State officer or board.”
Mr. PERHAM: Mr. Speaker, in reply

to the gentleman from Brewer, Mr. Hig-
gins, that in order to be satisfied in my
own mind upon this question of the au-
thority of this commission 1 went to the
Public Utilities Commission personally
yesterday morning and talked with Judge
Cleaves upon this matter. tie said there
might be a (uestion about their being
able to take up some of the matters re-
ferred to in this order without special
action of this House; and he suggested
this amendment as it is here which would
give them the authority to do what this
order calls for; and while he did not say
it would be impossible for them to do it
without this order, he said it might be
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questionable whether they could accom-
plish what this order called for without
this authority.

Mr, SMITH: Mr. Speaker, I might
say, and T will say that it is not a ques-
tion of the physical value of this rail-
road that they are asking for,—we do
not ask for the physical valuation; it is
explicitly stated that this examination
ix not to include a physical valuation.

Mr. PIERCE of Houlton: Mr. Speak-
er, I wish to make a motion to indefi-

nitely postpone this order for this rea-
son,—if it is desired to give the Public
Utilities Commission of this State more
power an amendment to the statute
creating that commission without ref-
erence to any particular railroad, I am
perfectly agreeable to it at any time;
and I think that would be the poper
way to accomplish the purpose of this
order. 1 object to this order and I do
not believe that it is right or fair for
the legislature of the State of Maine to
cast any aspersion upon the humblest
of its citizens, or to the largest of its
corporations, without being satisfied
that there is some guilt. Now, if you
order the Public CUtilities Commission
to investigate the Maine Central Rail-
road there would be no other explana-
tion of that action in the minds of the
public than that the Maine Central Rail-
road has been tried and found guilty of
something and that we should have an
investigation of it, and in regard to that
I do not believe there has been sufhi-
cient  evidence adduced. This order
does not accomplish anything towards
proving that they made a bad invest-
ment in a hotel somewhere; I say Lo
you, gentlemen, that no man ever did
business that did not make bad invest-
ments, but that is not any legitimate
cause for the legislature of this State
to investigate any concern because they
have made bad investments. If every
gentleman here on the floor of this
House were to be investigated for ev-
ery bad investment he ecver made, it
would take up a great deal of the time
and attention of the Public Utilities
Commission to do it. I do not believe
at the present time we have any call to
make such examination. The control of
this railroad is in the state of Maine,
and that much is true anyvhow; and this
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further must be true, that for the State
of Maine to carry on and finance as
large a proposition as this railroad, 1t
needs from the state of Maine not hind-
rance,—and I believe the gentleman
from Hampden, Mr. Smith, does not in-
tend it in that way, but it can not be
considered in any other way by the pub-
lic than as a slur upon this railroad ani
upon its management.

Now, gentlemen, as I have said, it is
only right and fair that the present di-
rectors of the Maine Central Railroad,
Maine men, all of them residents of
the state of Maine except one, and that
man a citizen of New Hampshire to
represent the savings banks of that
state,—it does seem right and fair that
these men should be given an oppor-
tunity to carry this thing through ani
do it in a right and proper manner, and
that the legislature of this State should
not allow such an order as this to be
passed which will seem to the public
in the nature of an indictment. TIf any-
body thinks I am a corporation man cr
the attorney for corparations, they are
perfectly free to think so; it does not
make any difference to me. [ do not
think this order is a proper matter of
legislation at this time; consequently, I
have made this motion that this order
be indefinitely postponed in order that
this matter may be disposed of at this
time.

Mr. THOMBS of Lincoln: My. Speak-
er, just an observation upon the motion
to indefinitely postpone; and I want to
take up first the matter of the amend-

ment in relation to the amount of
money that is there appropriated for
the purpose of hiring an attorney to
assist in this investigation. Now, if

vou do not postpone this matter, and if
vou should vote to adopt that amend-
ment, that amendment I believe will
be ineffective. I helieve at the wvery
start that you cripple the investigation
that you propose to make for this rea-
son: any attorney in the State of Maine
who, in my opinion, would be compe-
tent to undertake work of that kind and
advise as able attorneys as they are on
the Public Ttilities Commission could
not be obtained for the sum of $1,500 to
do any work that would help this com-
mission. 1 believe, gentlemen, that
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vou have very little comprehension in
regard to the amount of work that
would bhe involved and demanded of an
attorney. I believe that whatever as-
sistance they should have in the way
of counsel they should have with them
regularly and that assistance should
continue throughout the whole inves-
tigation. That is to say, in my juda-
ment, this matter should not be taken
up piecemeal, and an attorney who un-
dertakes this work and to be of any
value to this commission must continuve
with that commission from start to
finish; and I submit to you that an at-
torney competent for this business
could not be obtained under $50 a day.
That would only allow him for thirty
days’ work; and I believe that in thirty
days’ work of the most diligent attor-
ney vou could find you could hardly get
this matter under way. So much for
the amendment, as far as that goes.
UUpon the general proposition I be-
lieve this is true. Two years ago in this
Legislature there were selected from
the two Jegal committees some of the
best men upon those committees, and
they put in a long time in proposing to
this Legislature a Public Utilities law:
they gave to it a great deal of thought
and attention; they had meeting after
meeting, and the sub-committee re-
ported to the full committee and it was
considered still further, and if there
was any one thing that was aimed at in
enacting such a law it was, I bhelieve,
to create a court or commission which
would stand between the people and
the corporate interests of all kinds in
the State of Maine; and I believe at that
time ample provision and ample au-
thority was granted to this committee
so that they could undertake an inves-
tigation even as large as the present
one. In regard to what was stated by
the gentleman from Woodstock, Mr.
Perham, that they could not do this
work, if that is the fact, and I don’t
know where to go for any better au-
thority as to the fact,—is it incumb-
ent upon this Legislature at this time
to impose upon this commission or im-
pose upon the State an obligation which
they already have the authority to un-
dertake? It seems to me it would be
only fair to allow this matter to take
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its usual course, not only under the
Public Utilities law, but under the gen-
eral laws which we have on our stat-
ute books for the protection of private
interests and private stockholders; and
when after such an investigation as
that  wvou find that the desired results
have not been attained, I believe then
it is ample time for this TLegislature
to create a special act for a special cor-

poration; and I believe that it would
be proper for us this morning to en-
dorse the motion to indefinitely post-
pone this matter.

Mr. PERHRAM: Mr. Speaker, it is
brought to my mind more forciby this
morning than ever before during this

session the means that the members
of the legal profession take to Dbring
arvound their ends in this House. It

seems to me that they intend, if nothing

else, to talk this matter to death, and
perhaps it would he w%il for me (o
give it its death blow. I Qo not feol

that the spirit shown in the opposition
to this measure is fair. One side comes
up with the idea that it will cost too
much and you must cut down the ex-
pense of this investigation; and the
other side comes up and says you are
not appropriating cnough money to ac-
complish the result.

Now if this is simply to be a matter
of record I have something in my hand

here that 1 would like to have in the
record. 1 do not like to take the time
of the House by giving it to vou at

this time, and I did not intend to, and
it seemed to me it was unnecessary, but
as this argument has developed to the
point of indefinitely postponing this or-
der, I would like to have it g0 into
the record.

The SPEAKER: The Chair wishes to
state for the information of the gen-
tleman from Woodstock, Mr. Perham,
that the Chair understands the motion
of the gentleman from Houlton, Mr.
Pierce, to be the indefinite postpone-
ment of this amendment.

Mr. PERHAM: Mr. Speaker, I would
move that we vote on the adoption of

the amendment, and if this is killed
I will offer my amendment later upon
the main question.

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, T would

APRIL 1. 1369
like to call attention (o the fact that
a gentleman in whom I have confidence
and who is the head of the Public Utili-
ities Commission drew this measure,
himself a lawyelr, and a man somewhat
acquainted with the legal fraternity,
and he had an idea that $1,500 was suf-
ficient to cover all the additional legal
aid required in the investigation asko:d
for.

My, Perbam then moved that the
House vote upon the question.

The SPEAKER: The question before
the House is on the motion of the gen-
tleman from Hampden, Mr. Smith, to
adopt the amendment to the new draft
of the order presented by report A of
the committee on judiciary which the
House has just accepted. All those in
favor of adopting the amendment will
rise and stand in their places until
counted.

A division being had, the amendment
was adopted by a vote of 66 to 32.

Mr. PIERCE of Houlton: Mr. Speak-
er, if it is now in order I would move
that we indefinitely postpone the order
as amended.

Mr. Perham of Woodstock called tor
the yeas and nays.

A sufficient number having arvisen,
the yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER: The question is upon
the motion of the gentleman from
Houlton, Mr. Pijerce, that this order, as
amended, be indefinitely postponed. The
yveas and nays have been ordered. All
those in favor of the motion, when
their names are called, will answer yes;

all those opposed will answer no. The
clerk will call the roll.
YEA—Albert, Ames, Bernier, Besse,

Blake, New Gloucester; Blake, Oakland,

Bourgue, Brann, Brown, Au-
Brown, New Sharon; Carson,
(‘hadbourne, Connellan, Connors, Dra-
peau, Durgain, Dutton, Ellis, Erskine,
Fay, Gallagher, Gerrish, Goodwin, Greo-
ley, Hanson, Saco; Haraden, Hart, Hig-
gins, Hobbs, Hodgkins, Holt, Goulds-
boro; Holt, Skowhegan: lLewis, Little-
field, L.ombard, Maxwell, McCurdy, Mc-
Nally, Morse, Mulligan, Nicholas, Per-
kinsg, Pierce, Farmington; Pierce, Houl-
ton; Ranney, Ricker, Roberts, Russell,
Alfred; Ryder, Small, Thombs, Towle,
Ward, Wescott, Wilkins.

Bonney,
burn;
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NAY—Beal, Benn,
don, Brawn, Bussey,
lin, Chamberlin, Clement, Cobb, Coffin,
Colcord, Corliss, Currier, Daigle, Dan-
forth, Descoteaux, Dilling, Douglass,
Drummond, Edwards, Evans, Fossett,
Gilmour, Gooding, Grant, Greaton,
Greenlaw, Greenleaf, Hanson, Sanford;
Jameson, Lawrence, Libby, Lord, Man-
sir, McCorrison, McIntire, McKinley,
Meader, Millett, Mullin, Newell, O'Con-
nell, Peabbles, Perham, Peterson, Plum-
mer, Pollard, St. Clair, Calais; St. Clair,
Rockland; Sanborn, Smith, Snow, Tab-
butt, Tate, Tobey, Trafton, Turner,
Wasgatt, Washburn, Waiterhouse,
Watts, Welch, Wheeler, Wilson, Wise,
Woodman.

ABSENT—Allen, *
Clifford, Davis, Ford, Goldthwalit,
Gould, Harper, Haskell, Hill, Jordanu,
L.eader, McCarty, Michaud, Mitchell,
Morrison, Neilon, Noyes, Picher, Robin-
son, Russell, Lewiston; Thibodeau, Fort
Kent; Tuttle, Varney, Webb, Wyman.

Yeas, 56.

Nays, 6

Absent, .

The SPEAKER: Fifty-six having vot-
ed in the affirmative and 68 in the neg-
ative, the motion is lost.

The gquestion then being on the pas-
sage of the order as amended,

The order, as amended, received a
passage.

On motion by Mr. Higgins of Brewer,
a recess was taken until 2.36 o’clock in
the afternoon.

Bradbury, Brag-
Campbell, Chap-

Averill, Ballard,

Afternoon Session.

The Speaker: Gentlemen of the House:
I find myself under still further obli-
gations for your Kindness and good will
to myself and to Mrs. Trafton; and in
the name of Mrs. Trafton I wish to sin-
cerely thank the gentlemen of the House
for the beautiful flowers which you sent
to her today. I thank you, -gentlemen.
(A\pplause))

Passed to Be Enacted.

An Act to amend Section 21 of Chapter
166 of the Private and Special Laws of
1911, relating to the salaries of the Judge
and Recorder of the Piscataguis Muni-
wipal Court.

An Act to fix the salaries of the agents
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of the Tribes of the Passamaquoddy and
Penobscot tribe of Indians.

An Act to divide the town of Kenne-
bunkport and incorporate the town of
North Kenebunkport. (Tabled tempor-
arily by Mr. Greenleat of Portland.)

An Act to amend Sections 5 and 57 of
Chapter 47 of the Revised Statutes, re-
lating to rights of minority stockholders.

An Act to amend Chapter 187 of the
Revised Statutes, relating to the State
Board of Health.

An Act to confer additional rights and
powers upon the Kast Branch Improve-
ment Company, a corporation incorpor-
ated by a special act of the Legislature
approved March 18, 1903.

An Act for the protection of life and
property against loss or damage from
steam boilers or steam machinery oper-
ated by incompetent persons
of over 35,000 inhabitants.

An Aect to amend Sections two and
eight of Chapter 19 of the IPublic Laws
of 1911, relating to extirpation of con-
tagious diseases among cattle, horses;
sheep and swine,

An Act to amend Section 14 of Chaptor
130 of the Public Laws of 1913, relating
to the methoed of settling damages
caused by cpening, altering, widening or
changing the grade of State or State
aid highways.

An Act to amend Section 17 of Chapter
71 cof the Private and Special Laws of
1891, incorporating the city of Old Town.

An Act authorizing the Secretary of
State to prepare and publish lists of
corporations delinquent in the pavment
of their franchise taxes.

An Act to amend Section 27 of Chapter
$2 of the Revised Statutes, relating to
the record of attachment of bulky per-
sonal property.

An Act to amend Section 36 of Chapter
101 of the Revised Statutes, as amended
by Chapter 41 of the Public Laws of 1907,
in relation to bail commissioners.

An Act directing the Governor and
Council to submit tn each legislature the
approXimate amount of money mnececssary
to defray the expenses of the public
service.

An Act to incorporate the Oquossoc
Light and Power Company.

An Act to amend. Section 18 of Chap-
ter 65 of the Revised Statutes, relating
to Judges of Probate.

in  eitics
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An Act to amend Section one of Chap-
ter 24 of the Tublic l.aws of 1907 as
amended by Chapter ten of the Public
Laws of 1909, in relation to reports of
hearings in vacation in law or equity.

An Aect to amend Section nine of Chap-
ter 181 ot the Public Liaws of 1911, relat-
ing to the expiration and rencwal of li-
censes issued by the Board of Examiners
to undertakers and embalmers.

An Act to repeal Section 26 of Chapter
144 of the Revised Statutes relating to
the discharge ot inmates of insane hos-
pitals by municipal officers.

An Act to fix the salary of
ernor.

An Act to amend Section nine of Chap-
ter 33 of the Public Laws of 1913, relat-
ing to tive issuance by the Board of Den-
tal HFxaminers of certificates to piac-
titicners from other states.

An Act to amend Chapter seven of the
Revised Statutes authorizing the Land
Agent to lease camp sites in lands be-

the Gov-

longing to the State, and to repeal ob-
solete portions of said chapter and to

create a State fund to be known as the
State Contingent Fund.

An Actl relating to procedure in tlie
Supreme Judicial and iSuperior courts.

An Act additional to Chapter 32 of the
Revised Statutes, as amended by Chap-
ter 206 of the Public Laws of 1913, re-
lating to fishing in Violette Brook in
Van Buren, in the County of Aroostook,
ahove Hammond's Mill.

An Act additional to Chapter 32 of the
Revised Statutes, as amended by Chap-
ter 206 of the Public L.aws of 1913, re-
lating to fishing in Great Brook and in
Dixon Brook in York County.

An Act to incorporate the Maine In-
demnity Company.

An Act to amend Chapter 135 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1875, en-
titled “An Act to establish a Municipal
Court in the City of Auburn, as amen‘-
ed by Chapter 186 of the Private and
Special L.aws of the same year, Chapter
51 of the Private and Special Laws of
1881, Chapter 152 of the Private and
Special T.aws of 1891, Chapter 62 of the
Private and Special L.aws of 1895, and
by Chapter 229 of the Private and Spe-
cial T.aws of 1903.”

Finally Passed.

Resolve appropriating money to aid

1371

in building a State road from Jack-
man, in Somerset County, to Rockwood,
on Moosehead Lake.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be-
fore the House Senate Doc. 400, An Act
to amend Section seven of Chapter 222
of the Public L.aws of 1909, relating to
the licensing of dogs. In this matter a
committee on conference was appointed
to adjust the differences on the disa-
greeing action of the two branches of
the T.egislature. That committee have
had the matter under consideration, and
report that the same “ought to pass”
with Senuate Amendment “A’ The re-
pori{ is signed by ISenators Herrick, Al-
len and Bartlett, and Representatives
3enn, Peterson and Washburn., This
report was read and accepted in the
Senate and sent down for concurence

The report was accepted.

Mr. BESSE of Clinton: Mr. Speaker,
T think this resolve is uncalled for.
It calls for licensing dogs. Now a good
many people look on this dog business
as a joke; still a good many peobple
have dogs that they think a great deal
of. T do not object to the tax, but i
do object to the time that this bill
gives in which to pay the tax. In the
first place, this should not be a sepa-
rate tax; also the time which it gives
in which to pay the takx is too short—
only a month. I would not object to a
collector coming in and killing my cow
if he wants to, but I would not want
him to kill my dog. I move that the
resolve be indefinitely postponed, and
I ask for a division of the House.

The SPEAKER: The Chair will sta‘e
for the information of the gentleman
from Clinton, Mr. Besse, that in the
opinion of the Chair the motion as made
by the gentleman would not be in order
at this time. Joint Rule 13 says, “it
agreed to by a majority of each commit-
tee, report shall be made to the branch
asking the conference, and may be eith-
er accepted or rejected; but no other ac-
tion shall be had, except through an-
other committee of conference.’” The
Chair will rule that the question bhefora
the HHouse, the House having acceptad
this report of the committee, is the
adoption of Senate Amendment “A)’ If
the gentleman from Clinton, or any
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other member of the House, wishes op-
posite action taken, I think the action
should be taken on the report of the
committee. Of course the House is noi
obliged to accept the report of the com-
mittee unless it desires to do so; but,
having accepted it, it seems to the Chair
that the pending gquestion would be on
the adoption of Senate Amendment
L

On motion by Mr. Besse of Clinton,
the House voted to reconsider the vote
whereby it just accepted the report of
the conference committee.

Mr. BESSE: I move that the report
of the conference commiltee be rejected.

Mr. PLUMMER of Lisbon: Mr. Speak-
er, T would like to inquire in what po-
sition that leaves it?

The SPEAKER: The
stands that the matter
event die between the two Houses, as
the saying is. TThe gentleman from
Clinton, Mr. Besse, moves that the re-
port of the conference committee be re-
jected.

Chair under-
would in that

A viva voce vote being doubted,

A division of the House was had,

Eighty-four voting in the affirmative
and none in the negative, the report of
the conference committee was rejected.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be-
fore the House Senate Doc. 146, An Act
to equalize the salaries of county com-
missioners, report of committee on con-
ference on the disagreeing action of the
two branches. The committee asks leave
to report a new Senate Amendment
“A,” and recommend that it be adopted.
Signed by Senators Murphy, Walker
and Butler, and Messrs. Roberts, Green-
leaf and Haskell on the part of the
House. This amendment was read and
passed in the Senate and sent down fo!
concurrence.

The report was accepted.

On motion by Mr. Haskell of Portlani,
the vote was reconsidered whereby this
bill was passed to be engrossed as
amended.

On further motion by the same gen-
tleman, new &Senate Amendment “A”
was adopted.

On further motion by the same gen-
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tleman, the bill was passed to bhe en-
grossed as further amended.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be-
fore the House report of the committee
of conference of the two branches of
the Legislature on Resolve in favor of
Michael Burns, House Doc. No. 58, and
the committee asks leave to report that
they are unable to agree. Signed by
Senators Colby, Emery and Walker,
and by Messrs. Perkins, Greeley and
Sanborn on the part of the House.

The report was accepted.

On motion by Mr. Perkins of Augusta,

the House voted to adhere to its for-
mer action.
The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be-

tfore the House report of the commit-
tée of conference on the  disagreeing
action of the two branches of the Leg-
islature on bill An Act to amend Chap-

ter 47 of the Public Laws of 1811, re-
lating to liens on land. The Senate
voted to ask for a new committee of

conference.

On motion by Mr. Hanson of Sanford,
the House voted to adhere to its former
action.

On motion by Mr. Sanborn of Portland,
unanimous consent was given, and that
gentleman presented out of order under

a suspension of the rules the following
omier.
Ordered: That the Clerk of the House

prepare and cause to be printed under
his supervision 600 copies of the Journal
of the House.

The order received a passage.

On motion by Mr. Picree of Houlton,
unanimous consent was given, and that
gentleman  presented out of order the
folowing order:

urdered: The Senate concurring, that
the Gaverner be reqguested to return to
the House Resolve appropriating $35,000

for renevating a wing at the Augusta

State Hospital, for further consideration.

Mr. PIERCE: 1 wish to state, in order
that there may be no misapprehension
that the purpose of the order is this:
I introduced it at the request of the
Governor in order that it may be amend-
ed so that, if the State, under the tax
rate which is here voted, has sufficient
means to build this wing, it may do so:
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if tuose means are lacking that it
will not be obliged to do so. 1 also wish
to introduce an amendment that the
renovation of the wing shall he subject
to the approval of the Governor and
Council, for the same reason. namely,—
in the event the money is not available
forr that purpose. 1 have called this
matter to the attention of the gentleman
from Brewcr, Mr. Higgins, and he un-
derstandg the reason tor introducing the
order. It saves, of course, the possible
necessity of a veto of some measure in
which some gentleman is interested.

and

‘The order received a passage.

Passed to be Enacted.
An Act to authorize the Norway and
Paris Street Railway 1o purchase or

lease the property and franchises of the
Mechanic Falls Hlectrie Light Company.

An Act to amend Section nine of Chap-
ter 284 of the Private and Special Laws
of 1909, entitled “An Act to incorporate
the Hiram Water, Light and Power
«Company, and also to extend and en-
large the rights, powers and privileges
of said company.”

Mr. HIGGINS of Brewer: I move that
we take from the table bill An Act to
divide the town of Kennebunkport and
‘o incorporate the town of North Ken-
nebunkport.

The SPEAKER: This was tabled by
the gentleman from Portland, Mr.
Greenleaf, and the pending question is
the passagn to be enacted.

Mr., GREENLEAF of Portland: Mnr
Jpeaker, I do not wish to delay the ac-
tion of the House. 1 tabled this at the
suggestion of another member, who I
supposed wonld be in by this time. He
has not vet materialized, and T now
move that this bill be indefinitely post-
pened.

AMr., SMITH of Hampden: Mr, Speak-
er, the House has generally considered
the unanimous reports of commitiees as
of some valie We gave this matter a
full hearing; in fact we heard the matter
twice and agreed unanimously twice,
and T move vou that it proceed on its
passage.

Mr. PERHAM of Woodstock: Mr.
gpeaker, T do not wish to take the time
of the House; only there is one thing T
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would like (o call to your attention. 1
have a paper placed in my hand hy a
friend a week or so ago, stating the

facts about this town of Kennebunk-
port matter. [ nave no personal know-
ledge of the location: but, as 1 have
stated on the Hocr before, 1 am opposed
to the division of towns for the purposes
that usually appear. The total valuation
of the whole town of Kenneounkport is
about §1,700,000. The number of polls ig
. T am told two different stories.
One ig that the farmers ask tor this di-
vision in the nerth end of the town.
Another is that the farmers do not ask
for a divicion. I cannot understand why
it would be advantageous for the people
at the north end of the town, 160 farms,
soime of which are at present unoccu-
pied, to be set cif by themselves, with
a large parr of the road mileage to
maintain, a town farm a town house
and a high school building being left
in the old part of the town. 1 fecl as
though this legislature, even on the rec-

ommendation of a committee for whom
T have (he greatest respect, should go
slow in separating these towns. I do

not think that in this instance it would
town of which we would be
proud. This apparently comes from the
same sources from which many other
requests have come at this session,—
the summer population wish to set off
by themselves. I do not wish to hold
up this matter, and I had nothing to do
with the Dbill being stopped on its pas-
sage. 1 will say,however, that T do not
believe in this method of procedure. 1
believe that all the property of the town

make a

should be kept intact.
Mr. GREELILY of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, we spent eleven and a half

hours on this committee hearing, the re-
port being unanimous after two hear-
ings. Tt must be apparent that this
eleventh hour crusade has a motive be-
hind it. What it is I am going to be too
generous to state my opinion. 1 hope
that the House will let the matter pro-
ceed on its way.

Mr. GREENLEAF of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, this mater of dividing the town
of Kennebunkport interests me on general
principals. I have not the slightest direct
interest in the matter. Some years ago
when schoolmasters were scarce I lived
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a year in Kennebunkport and taught the
high school, or taught at it, and I formed
a very pleasant acquaintance and retain
very pleasant recollections of the people
at Kennebunkport. Since then my pupils
have grown up and are now fathers and
mothers having their children in school.
This town, like many other seashore
towns, is composed of the rich, the mid-
dle class, and the poor. The summer resi-
dents are the foreign element—I mean
the summer visitors who come in there,
not foreign element by birth—and they
own elegant residences and patronize the
elegant hotels. It is the farming com-
munity which must suffer if any division
is made.

The total valuation, as 1 understand it,
of the town of Kennebunkport is about
$1,700,000. The number of polls is 600. In
the town as now constituted there is a
new high school, town farm, town house
and the fire department. If that is divid-
ed according to the lines as I understand
them, the total valuation of the new town
will be $304,000 as against $1,700,000 at pres-
ent. The number of polls will be 125, the
number of farms in the new town 180
with 40 unoccupied farms out of that. In
the town that it is proposed to set off the
number of miles of street is somewhere
between 50 and 60 as against about 77 now
-existing. In the proposed new town they
have the State or'macadam road which
they will be called upon to perpetuate and
care for from now on. The number of
bridges between 30 and 75 fet are five
and they will have five schoolhouses.
There is no other real estate in the new
town. The fire company is in the pres-
ent town, Should there be a fire they
are bound to protect and take care of the
buildings of their neighbors in the entire
town which will be isolated if-this bill
goes through and they will have no fire
Pprotection; they will be left with those
unoccupied farms. It is true that they
have a hight rate of interest, as I under-
stand, at the present time but I am as-
sured that their debt will be practically
taken care of in one or more vears. Tt
came about in some mysterious way that
a few farmers in one section of this
town, through what influence I do not
know, were induced to initiate these pro-
ceedings. Then came the summer resi-
dents, or the summer people, or the peo-
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ple living in that part that was effected
by the summer people and they said:
‘“Oh, yes, we will help you out.” Those
few are very few, gentlemen. The most
of these farmers are in the new town and
that town must suffer. Now I submit
whether it is good policy to encourage
the divorcing of these towns. We do not
encourage divorcing in families. We like
union because in union there is strength.
We do not like the establishment of new
societies, new lodges, because it makes
weak lodges and every time you make a
division you weaken the strength. There
is no better principle than “in unton
there is strength and divided we fall.”
I say in brief that this is the situation
of Kennebunkport and its inhabitants for
whom 1 have the highest respect. I am
not interested in any one individual’s af-
fair or in any other individual’s affair. It
is not one penny’s worth of interest to
me one way or the other. My only in-
terest is on the general question of divid-
ing these towns, of divorcing the
strength. I believe that they should keep
together and live in unity and strength
and work out their own salvation. If you
divide this town, gentlemen, and make it
weak, and the next time your Register
comes out and the town of North Kenne-
bunkport appears will you be proud
when you see the valuation, when you see
what has been done, when you review
what you have done,—will you be proud
to tell your people that you helped divide
that town? Let us encourage union; let
us give them strength and they will live in
peace and harmony.

Mr. HIGGINS of Brewer: Mr. Speaker,
I am somewhat in the position of the
gentleman from Portland, Mr. Green-
teaf. 1 have no particular interest in this.
measure other than this; the committee
on towns has been one of the hardest
worked committees in tnis legislature
and it is a committee for which I have
the very highest respect. That commit-
tee brought in a unanimous report in
favor of the division of this town. This
act has been continually held up. It has
now received its three several readings
in the House and passed to be engrossed.
It has received its two several readings
in the Senate and been passed to be ea-
grossed. It has been pussed Ly the co.ui-
mittee on engressed bills as strictly ant
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truly engrossed. It is now back here to
be enacted and it seems to me a pretty
late day in this session of the Legislature
to attack this measure at this time. I
trust, Mr. Speaker and gentlemen of the
House, that the motion of the gentleman
from Portland to indefinitely postpone
will not prevail.

Mr. GREENLEAF: Mr. Speaker, just
one word which T ommitted, these
farmers were handicappcd at the hear-
ing, Thev are not like business men
on the line of ga railroad and they
cannot afford to come here today or
have their representatives here; hut
in sentiment they are with us and their
voices are sounding in our hearts.
Their prayers are for us that we may
do them pustice because they are too
poor to come here to defend them-
selves. They are farmers.

Mr. GREELEY of Partland: Mr.
Speaker, just one word. The gentre-
man from Portland, Mr. Greenleaf, has
very eloquently and claborately de-
scribed conditions which he  knows
nothing about. Now, T want to say
a word. It is not the rich hotel pro-
prietor and real estate owner who
is asking for this division. Tt is the
farmer. We listened to these farmers
Of the proponents of that bill who ap-
peared before that committee, two of
them were taxpayvers the other eleven
were poll taxpayers who lived down
near this dividing line. The cominit-
tee listened patiently, and gentlemen,
it was a just verdiet when they de-
cided to divide that town. The farm-
ers are the ones requesting it and I
think the law should be enacted.

Mr. WHEELER of Brunswick. Mr
Speaker, the gentleman frown Poriland
Mr. Greenleaf, ncglected tc say how
the farmers would suffer by this divi-
sion. 1 want to tell the House how
they have sulfcred by their union. In
1913 they made a special appropriation
outside of the necessary expenses of
conducting the town of $27,000. This
portion of the town which desires to
be set apart received one-ninth of that
appropriation, $3000. They suffered a
little there. Again  the gentleman
spoke of the unoccupied farms. How
many farms in the State of Taine
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would be occupied were the occupants
ohliged to pay a tax rate of 34 mills?
Do you blame a man for leaving his
farin who has got to pay that? The
gentleman also speaks of the fire de-
partment. The fire department is so
far from this part of the town that
the entire place cculd burn up before
they could get there. They have suf-
fered more than they can suffer hy
any division.

Mr. SMITH of Hampden: Mr.
Speaker, I would like to show you
something form our year book ahout
these poor towns. North Kennebunk-
port will have a valuation of $504,000.
Over in Oxford county, Peru $274,000;
Porter $255,000; Roxbury $164,000. Then
we have Stoneham $113,000, Stow $131,-
000. Sumner has the exact valuation
that the new town of North Kenne-
bunkport would have, $304,000. In the
matter of these bridges, gentlemen,
only one-half the expense of maintain-
ing them falls on this town. They
are across a river that is the line he-
tween this town and its neighbor on
the west as I remember it. The very
people whom our friend so much pities
are the ones who have asked for this
division. The people who are cpposed
to it are those along the shore, the
summer residents, who are getting the
benefit of the taxes raised from these:
people.

Mr. GREELEY: Mr. Speaker, 1
for a division of the House.

The SPEAKER: The question before
the House is on the motion of the
gentleman from Portland, Mr. Green-
leaf, that this bill be indefinitely post-
poned. A division is called for. All
those in favor of the motion will rise
and stand in their places until count-
ed.

A division being had, the motion was
lost.

Mr. GREENLIEAF: Mr. Speaker, T
now offer what T think will appeal to
every member of this House as a fair
amendment.

The SPREAKEK: The Chair will
state that an amendment can not he
received at the present time unless
the vote whereby this bill was passed
to he engrossed he reconsidered.

ask
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Mr. GREENLEAF: T mnake that mo-
tion.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Portland, Mr. Greenleaf, moves
that the vote whereby this bill was
passed to be engrossed be reconsidered.
All those in favor of the motion will
rise and stand in their places until
counted.

A division being had, the motion was
Tost.

The bill was then passed to be en-
acted.

Finally Passed.

Resolve in favor of allering and en-

larging the State prison at Thomaston.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be-
fore the House resolve in favor of the
Augusta State Hospital for renovating
the second male wing of the stone
building, which has just been returned
to the House in accordance with the
order passed this afternoon.

On motion by Mr. Pierce of Houlton,
the votes were reconsidered whereby
this resoclve was finally passed, and
passed to be engrossed.

Mr. Pierce then  offered House
Amendment A, tc amend by striking
out the words ‘“under the direction of
the hospital trustees” and inserting
in lieu thereof the words “subject to

the approval of the Governor and
Council.”
On motion by Mr. Perkins of Au-

gusta, the amenament was adopted.

On motion by Mr. Pierce of Houlton,
the resolve was passed to be engross-
ed, as amcended.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be-
fore the House report of the committee
of conference on the disagreeing ac-
tion of the twe hranches of the Legis-
lature on hill, An Act relative tn the
hours of labor of employees of street
railway companies, reporting that
they are unable to agree, signed by
Senators Durgir, Bartlett and IKmery
on the part of the Senate and Messrs.
Wescott, Sanborn and Connellan on
the part of the Ilouse.

The report was accepted.

The following committees submitted
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final reports stating that they had
acled on all matters referred to them:

Comrmittee on Claims,

Committee on Counties,

Committee on Judiciary,

Committee on Manufactures,

Committee on Mines and Mining,

Committee on State school for Boys
and Industrial Schgeol for Girls,

Committee on Telegraphs and Tele-
phones,

Commitiee on Ways and Bridges.

The reports were accepted.

A recess was then taken until half
past four.

After Recess.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be-
fore the House report of the committee
of conference on disagreeing action
of the two branches of the Legisla-
ture on Senate Doc. No. 118, bill, An
Act entitled “An Act creating the
Maine Southern Forest District, and
providing for protection against fires

therein,” rveporiing that the Senate
concur with the House in the indefi-
nite postponement of the bill, signed

Ly Senators (Colby, Durgin and Scam-
mon on the part of the Senate, and
Messrs. Haskell, Gallagher and Greeley
on the part of the House.

The report was accepted.

The
before

SPEAKER: The Chair lays
the House report of the com-
mittee of conference on disagreeing
action of the two branches of the
Legislature on bill, An Act to ameni
Sections four, seven and eight, anl
adding Section 12 to Chapter 65 of
the Public Laws of 1911, relating to
the department of labor and indus-
tryv, asking leave to recommend that
Senate Amendment A be rejected and
that Senate Amendment B herewith
submitted be adopted, and that the
bhill “ought to pass” in a new draft as
amended by Senate Amendment 132,
signed by Senators Emery, Durgin
and Cole on the part of the Senate,
and Messrs. McCarty, Descoteaux an
Wescott on the part of the House.

The report was accepted.

On motion of Mr. McCarty of Lew-
jcton, the House reconsidered its ac-
tion whereby this bill was passed (O
he engrossed.
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On further motion by Mr. McCarty,
Senate Amendment B was adopted in
concurrence,

On further motion by Mr. McCarty
the bhill was passed to be engrosse:l
as amended.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays
before the House report of the com-
inittee of conference on the disagre=-
ing action of the two branches of the
I.egislature on Senate Doc. No. 370,
Resolve in favor of Augusta State
Hospital for nurses’ home, reporting
that the committee are unable (o

agree, signed by Senators Swift and
Ames on the part of the Senate and
Messrs., IPPierce, Wasgatt and Td-
wards on the part of the House.

The report was accepted.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays

before the House report of the com-
mittee of conference on the disagree-
ing action of the two branches of th»
Legislature on bill, An Act relative to
the granting of licenses by the muni-
cipal officers of the city of Portland,
reporting that the bill in a new draft
“ought to pass,” signed hy Senators
Murphy, Cole and Jillson on the part
of the Senate and Messrs. Greele:,
Connellan and Greenleaf on the parc
of the House.

The report was accepted.

On motion by Mr. Greeley of Port-
land, the action of the House where-
by this bill as amended was passed
to be engrossed, was reconsidered.

On further motion by Mr. Greeley,

the hill as printed was passed to b
engrossed.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays
before the House bill An Act to
amend Section 54 of Chapter 125 of
the Revised Statutes, relating to the

appointment of cruelty agents, Housa

Doc. §91. The Chair wishes to call
the attention of the House to the
present status of this bill. In the
House, on March 31, this Dbill was

passed to be engrossed as amended
by House Amendment “A”. In the
Senate House Amendment “A” was

rejected in non-concurrence, and Sen-
ate Amendment “A” adopted.

APRIL. 1. 1377
Mr. GREENLEAI of Portland: T
move that we insist on our former ac-
tion, and ask for a committee of con-
ference. Mr. Speaker, that bill came
before the committee without being
advertised. Neither the Maine So-
ciety for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals, or any of the local socie-
ties in Cumberland county, had any
knowledge of it until it was reported
by the committee. I was then askel
by the Maine Agent, by the Agent of
the Society, also by the Judge of the
Municipal Court, and by the Mayor
and others in Portland, to present
the amendment which T offered. r
fear that this last amendment will
not provide sufficient agents for Cum-
berland county. Should there be a
case demanding attention at Norta
Sebago, it might be necessary to sen+d
an agent from Portland there, who
would incur large traveling expenses:
while one at North Bridgton could
slip over across there conveniently.
The SPEAKER: The question be-
fore the House is on the motion of
the gentleman from Portland, Mr.
Greenleaf, that the House insist upon
its former action, and ask for a com-
mittee of conference. All those infa-
vor of the motion will rise and stand
in their places until counted.
Tighty-two voting in the affirma-
tive, and none in the necgative, the
motion prevailed.
The Chair appointed as such com-
mittee on the part of the House,

Messrs. Greenleaf of Portland, Con-
nellan of Portland, and Hanson of
Sanford.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays

hefore the House resolve in favor of
Cassie K. Turner. This was received
under suspension of the rules in th=
Senate, read twice, passed to be en-
grossed, and sent down for concur-
rence.

On motion by Mr. Holt of Skowhe-
gan, the rules were suspended, the
resolve received its two severalread-
ings, and was passed to be engrossed
in concurrence.

The Committee on Appropriations
and Financial Affairs reported “ought
to pass” on resolve in favor of T. W.
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services rendered as clerx
bills in the

Prince for
of the committee on
seccond reading. :

On motion by Mr. Ricker of Cas-
tine, the resolve was read twice and
passed to be engrossed under a sus-
pension of the rules.

The committee on State Prison sub-
mitted its final report that it hal
acted on all matters referded to it.

The report was accepted.

On motion by Mr. Greenleaf of Port-
land, the vote was reconsidered where-
by the House asked for a committee
of conference on bill An Act relating to
the appointment of cruelty agents.

Mr. GREENLEAF: I move that we
refuse to adopt Senate Amendment
GA

A recess was taken until eight o'clock
this evening. .

Evening Session

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be-
fore the House report of the committee
of confercnce on the disagreeing ac-
tion of the two branches of the Legis-
lature on resolve appropriating money
for the construction of certain build-
ings at the TUniversity of Maine, re-
porting that they recommend that the
Senate recede and concur with the
House in the adoption of House

Amendment “A.”
The report was accepted in .on-
currencesa,

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be-
fore the House bhill An Act to amend
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Section 54 of Chapter 125 of the Re-
vised Statutes, relating to the ap-
pointment of cruelty agents, House
Doc. 891. The House voted not to ac-
cept Senate Amendment A’ The
Senate voted to insist and asked for
a committee of conference.

On motion by Mr. Ward of Augusta,
the IHouse voted to adhere.

The following committees submitted
final reports stating that they had act-
ed on all matters referred to them:

‘The joint standing committee on pub-
lic buildings and grounds.

The joint standing committee
labor.

on

The reports were accepted.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be-
fore the House report of the commit-
tee of conference on the disagreeing
action of the two branches of the Leg-
islature on bhill, An Act additional to
Chapter 32 of the Revised Statutes, as
amended by Chapter 206 of the Public
Laws of 1913, relating to the taking of
fish in certain waters in Washington
and Aroostook counties, House Doc.
815, reporting that they are unable to
agree, signed by Senators Allen, Her-

rick and Colby on the part of the
Senate and Messrs. St. Clair, Wash-
burn and Benn on the part of the

House.
The report was aceepted.
On motion by Mr. Higgins of Brewer,

Adjourned until to-morrow morning
at ten c¢’clock.



