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HOUSE

The House met according to ad-
journment and was called to order by
the Speaker.

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Hope of
Augusta.
Journal of previous session read

and approved.
PPapers from the
in concurrence,

Senate disposed
of

From the Senate: Ordered, the
House concurring, that a joint con-
vention of both houses be held in the
House of Representatives this after-
noon at two o’clock for the purpose
of listening to an address by the Hon.
Benjamin ¥. Cleaves, chairman of the
Public Utilities Commission of Maine,
on the subject of the reorganization
of the Boston and Maine Railroad
System, a bill for which reorganiza-
tion is now pending before the TL.eg-

islature.

The order received a passage in
concurrence.

Mr. HIGGINS of Brewer: Mr.

Speaker, 1 would ask the unanimous
consent of the House to introduce at
this time out of order an order sim-
ply for the purpose of correcting the
appropriation on bill for the year 1915,
calling for the return from the en-
grossing clerk of this bill, and if the
bill is returned we will save the cost
of the engrossing which is quite an
item.

Unanimous consent being given,
Mr. Higgins then introduced the fol-
lowing order:

Ordered, That the engrossing clerk
be requested to return to this House
the appropriation bill for expenditures
of government for the year 1915.

The order received a passage.

Mr. Higgins then offered House
Amendment A to the bill for the pur-
pose of correcting a clerical error,

The amendment was adopted.

From the Senate: An Act to amend
Section 1 of Chapter 198 of the Pub-
lic Laws of 1909, as amended by Chap-
ter 192 of the Public Laws of 1911, and
as further amended by Chapter 182 of
the Public Laws of 1913, relating to
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amount of the school equalization
fund, Senate Doc. No. 326.

In the HFouse this bill was passed to
be engrossed.

In the Senate this bill was amended
by Senate Amendment A.

On motion by Mr. Ricker of Cas-
tine, the vote was reconsidered where-
by this bill was passed to be en-
grossed.

On further motion by the same gen-
tleman, Senate Amendment A was
adopted in concurrence.

The bill was then passed to be en-
grossed, as amended

From the Senate: An Act to promote
the industry of horse bhreeding in
Maine and to provide for the registra-
tion of stallions, Senate Doc. No. 340,

In the Hcuse this bill was indefi-
nitely postponed on motion by the
gentleman from Lisbon, Mr. Plummer;
it now ccmes from the Senate, that
branch voting to insist, asking for a
committee of conference and a com-
mittee of conference appointed in that
branch.

On motion by Mr. Plummer of Lis-
bon, the House voted to join a com-
mittee of conference. .

The Speaker thereupon appointed
as such committee on the part of the
House, Messrs., Plummer of Lisbon,
Pollard of Solon and Peterson of New
Sweden.

From the Senate: An Act to incorpor-
ate the Oquossoc Light and Power Com-
pany, Senate Doc. No. 364.

This bill comes from the Senate amend-
ed by Senate Amendments A and B.

On motion by Mr. Wilkins of Jay, the
House voted to concur with the Senate
in the adoption of Senate Amendment A.

On motion by Mr. Greenleaf of Port-
land the House voted to concur with the
Senate in the adoption of Senate Amend-
ment B.

The bill then rveceived its two several
readings and was assigned for tomorrow
morning for its chird reading, as amend-
ed.

From the Senat>: Majority and minor-
ity reports of the committee on insane
hospitals on Resolve in favor of the Au-
gusta State hospital for nurses’ home,
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Senate Doc. No. 37,
‘““ought to pass,”
‘“‘ought not to pass.”

In the House on March 24th the minor-
ity report was accepted in non-concur-
rence.

In the Senate on March 25th that branch
voted to insist upon its action and ask
for a committee of conference, and a
committee of conference was appointed
in that hranch.

On motion by Mr. Pierce of Houlton
the House voted to join in the appoint-
ment of a committee of conference.

The Speaker thereupon appointed as
such committee on the part of the House
Messrs. Pierce of Houlton, Wasgatt of
Deer Island and Edwards of Bethel.

majority
minority

reporting
reporting

From the Senate: An Act for the pro-
tection of life and property against loss
or damage from steam boilers or steam
machinery operated by incompetent per-
sons in cities of over 35,000 inhabitants,
Senate Doc. No. 412.

This bill comes from the Senate amend-
ed by Senate Amendment A.

On motion by Mr. Libby of Merrill the
House voted to concur in the, adoption
of Senate Amendment A.

The bill then received its two several
readings and was assigned for tomorrow
morning for its third reading, as amend-
ed.

From the Senate: An Act to consoli-
date and revise the laws relating to State
printing and binding.

This bill received its two several read-
ings in concurrence and was assighed for
tomorrow morning for its third reading.

From the Senate: An Act authoriz-
ing the towns of Mexico and Rum-
ford, in the county of Oxford, to pur-
chase the toll bridge hetween gaid
towns erected and owned by the Mexi-
co Bridge Company, House Doe. No.
601,

In the House this bill was passed to
he engrossed,, and now comes from
the Senate amended by Senate Amend-
ment A.

On motion of Mr. Goodwin of Mexi-
co, the vote was reconsidered where-
by the bill was passed to be engrossed.
and on further motion by the same
gentleman the House voted to concur
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with the Senate in the adoption of
Senate Ame-dment A.

The Dbill was then passed to be en-
grossed, ag amended, in concurrence.

From the Senate: An Act to amend
Section 47 of Chapter 32 of the Re-
viged Statutes, as amended by Chap-
ter 206 of the TPublic Laws of 1913,
relating to the use of motor boats in
hunting sea birds, duck or water fowi,
House Doc. No. 640,

In the House this Dbill received its
three several readings and was passed
to be engrossed; it now comes from
the Senate indefinitely postponed in
non-concurrence.

On motion by Mr. Gerrish of Green-
ville, the House voted to insist and
ask for a committee of conference.

The Speaker thereupon appointed as
such committee on the part of the
House, Messrs. Gerrish of Greenville.
Wheeler of Brunswick and Wyman of
Kingfield.

From the Senate: Resolve appropri-
ating money for the screening of the
outlet of Schoodic lake, in Piscafa-
quis county. House Doc. No. 821.

In the House this resolve received

its two several readings and was
passed to be engrossed, and now
comes from the Senate indetinitely

postponed in non-concurrence.

On motion by Mr. Ryder of Brown-
ville, the House voted to recede and
concur with the Senate in the indefi-
nite postponement of the resolve.

From the Senate: Majority and mi-
nority reports of the DPortland Dele-
gation on bill, An Act to amend Sec-

tion & of Chapter 84 of the Private and
Special Laws of 1875, entitled “An Act
relating to the schools in the city of
Portland,” majority reporting “ought
not to pass,”’ minority reporting
“ought to pass.”

In the Senate the majority report
was accepted.

On motion by Mr. Greenleaf of

Portland, the House voted to concur-
with the Senate in the acceptancce of
the maujority report.

Frem the Senate: An Act to estab-
lish the offices of superintendent and
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matron of the Portland City Home
and to determine the tenure of the
same. House Doc. No. 734,

In the House this bill was passed
to be enacted; it now comes from the
Senate indefinitely postponed in non-
conecurrence,

On motion by Mr. Roberts of Port-
land, the House voted to insist and
ask for a committee in conference.

The Speaker thereupon appointed as
such committee of conference on the
part of the House, Messrs. Roberts of
Portland, Fossett of Portland and
Greenleaf of Portland.

The following resolve was presented and
referred to the committee on appropria-
tions and financial affairs:

By Mr. Lewis of North Haven: Resolve
in favor of the clerk, stenographer and
messenger of the legal affairs committee.

Reports of Committees.

Mr. Sanborn from the committee on
judiciary, on bill, An Act to enlarge the
duties of medical examiners, reported
same in new draft under same title and
that it ‘“‘ought to pass.”

Mr. Waterhouse from same committee
reported ‘“‘ought to pass’” on bill, An Act
to amend an Act entitled “An Act to in-
corporate the Madison Water District.”

Mr. McCarty from the committee on re-
vision of the statutes, on bill, An Act to
amend Chapter 42 of the Public Laws of
1911, relating to the appointment of guard-
ians by consent, reported same in new
draft under same title and that it ‘““ought
to pass.”

The reports were accepted and the sev-
eral bills ordered printed under the joint
rules.

Reports A and B of the committee on
judiciary on bill, An Act to incorporate
the Grindstone Boom Company, report A
reporting same in new draft under same
title and that it ‘““ought to pass,” signed
by Messrs. McCarty, Waterhouse, Camp-
bell, Connellan and Sanborn; report B
reporting that the same ‘‘ought not to
pass,” being signed by Cole, Durgin, Con-
nors, Pierce and Butler.

Mr. Campbell of Island Falls moved
that report A be accepted.

On motion by Mr. Higgins of Brewer
both reports were tabled until Tuesday of
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next week, pending the acceptance of Re-
port A,

Report of the committee of conference
on the disagreeing action of wie two
branches on Resolve relating to the dis-
tribution of the proceeds of the issue of
bonds for State highways, reporting that
the Senate recede and concur with the
House, signed by Senators Murphy, Co-
nant and Walker on the part of the Sen-
ate, and Messrs. Perham, DPierce and
Wescott on the part of the House.

The report was accepted.

The report of the committee of refer-
ence on the disagreeing action of the
two branches of the Legislature on Re-
solve in favor of physician at the Maine
State prison, reporting that the Senate
concur with the House on the passage of
the resolve to be engrossed, signed by
Senators Boynton, Chatto and Fulton on
the part of the Senate, arnl Messrs. Fos-
sett, Millett and Drummond on the part
of the House.

The report was accepted.

Mr. Campbell from the committee
on judiciary ,reported ‘“ought not to
pass”™ on bill, An Act for the better
conservation and protection of the
public water supply for domestic use
and fire protection.

Same gentleman from same commit-
tee, reported “ought not to pass” on
bill, An Act to provide for the inspec-
tion of all public or private hospitals,
reformatory homes, houses of deten-
tion, convents, asylums, sectarian
seminaries, schools or institutions, by
the commissioners of the county in
which such institutions are situated,
by th egrand jury thereof, or by any
person or persons appointed by a
judge of a court record, upon a
petition signed by twenty persons of
said county.

Same gentleman from same com-
mittee, on Resolve to amend Article
22 of the Constitution, relating to
limitations of municipal indebted-
ness, reported that the same “ought
not to pass,” same subject covered
by an other bill.

Same gentleman from same committee.
on Resolve to amend Article 22 of the
Constitution, relating 1o limitation of
municipal indebtedness, reported that
the same “ought not to pass”, same
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subject coverzd by another bill.

Mr. Hanson from the committee on le-
gal aftairs, reported ‘“ought not to pass”
on bill, An Act to incorporate the Mat-
tamigeontis Dam and Improvement Com-
pany.

Mr. Perkins fron: same committee, on
bill, An Act to define, regulate and con-
trol the business of the making of leans
or advancements of money in sums of
$300 or less in amount, and to regulate

the assignment of wages when given
as security for any such loan or ad-
vancement, reported legislation inex-

pedient.

Same gentleman from same committee,
on petitions in favor of An Act to in-
corporate the Northport Village Corpora-
tion, reported that the same be placed
on file.

Same gentleman from same committee,
on petitions in favor of An Act to pro-
cure State registration for nurses, re-
ported that same be placed on file.

The reports were accepted.
First Reading of Printed Bills and Re-
solves.

House 922: An Act to authorize the
Norway and Paris Street Railway to
purchase or lease the property andl
franchises of the Mechanic Falls Elec-
tric Light Company.

House 923: Resolve in favor of Frel
R. 8Smith of Pittsfield.

House 924: An Act to amend Sec¢-
tiong 13 and 14 of Chapter four of the
Revised Statutes, as amended, relating
to road commissioners.

House 926: An Act additional (o
Chapter 32 of the Revised Statutes, as
amended by Chapter 206 of the Public
Laws of 1913, relating to fishing in
Great Brook and in Dixon Brook, n
York County.

House 927: An Act to amend Sec-
tion 29 of Chapter 93 of the Revise!l
Statutes relating to mechanic’s liens
on buildings.

House 928: An Act to authorize
the Maine Water Compan) to take wa-
ter from certain lakes in Washington
County.

House 929: An Act to authorize the
town of HEden to own, maintain and

operate an electrie lighting plant.

Passed to Be Engrossed

Senate 378. An Act to correct certain
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clerical errors in and to amend Chapter
32 of the Revised Statutes, as amended
by Chapter 206 of the Public Laws of 1913,
relating to inland fisheries and game.

Mr. Gerrish of Greenville offered House
Amendment A, to amend by adding an
emergency clause.

The amendment was adopted and the
bill was passed to be engrossed as amend-
ed.

Senate 292: An Act to correct certain
clerical errors in, and to amend, Chap-
ter 32 of the Revised Statutes, as amend-
ed by Chapter 206 of the Public lLaws of
1913, relating to inland fisheries and game.

Senate 390: An Act to authorize the
construction of a weir in the tide waters
of Cobscook river in the town of Lubec.

Senate 391: An Act to create the South-
ern Maine Forest District and providing
for protection against fires therein.

Senate 399: An Act additional to Chap-
ter 156 of the Public Laws of 1913, relat-
ing to the marking of barrels and boxes
to be used in the sale of apples.

Senate 400: An Act to amend Section
7 of Chapter 22 of the Public Laws of 1909,
relating to the licensing cf dogs.

(Tabled pending its third reading and
assigned for tomorrow morning on mo-
tion of Mr. Brann of Winthrop.)

Senate 402: Resolve in favor of E. W.
Murphy, secretary of the joint special
committee appointed by the 76th Legisla-
ture on woman’'s reformatory, State
school for boys and industrial school for
girls, for certain committee expenses.

Senate 403: Resolve authorizing- the
State historian to publish historical mat-
ter relating to the history of Maine.

Senate 404: An Act to amend Sectlon
80 of Chapter 48 of the Revised Statutes
as amended by Chapter 15 of the Public
Laws of 1905, relating to allowing trust
companies to become stockholders in fed-
eral and reserve banks.

Senate 405: An Act to incorporate the
Mutual Loan Society of Lewiston. (Ta-
bled pending its third reading and as-
signed for Tuesday of next week on mo-
tion of Mr. McCarty of Lewiston.)

Senate 406: An Act to amend Sec-
tions 1 and 2 of Chapter 131 of the
Public Laws of 1907 and as further
amended by the laws of 1913, relating
to taxing of insurance in companies
not authorized to do business in
Maine.
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Senate 407: An Act to enable the
cities and towns of the State to ap-
propriate money to aid in the erec-
tion of memorial building.

Senate 408: Resolve in favor of the
Maine State Prison for certain im-
provements and repairs.

Senate 409: An Act to provide for
the establishment of a board of rec-
reation for the City of Portland.

Senate 110: An Act to provide for
granting of administration in certain
cases without giving bond.

Senate 411: Resolve declaratory of
certain amendments of the Constitu-
tion of Maine.

Senate 413: An Act to incorporate
the Harmony Water Company.

Senate 415: An Act to extend the
charter of the Rockland, South Thom-
aston & St. George Railway.

Senate 417: An Act to amend Sec-
tion 5 of Chapter 383 of the Private
and Special Laws of 1897, relative to
the tolls to be charged by the South

Branch Improvement Company.
Senate 418: An Act to amend Sec-
tiong 3 and 4 of Chapter 70 of the

Private and Special L.aws of 1887, en-

titied “An Act to incoroprate the
Spencer Dam Company, as amended
by Chapter 195 of the T'rivate and

Special Laws of 1911, and in addition
thereto.”

Senate
money for
State park
State street.
420: An

419:
the
on

Regolve appropriating
improvement of the
the easterly side of

Senate Act to amend Sec-

tion 8 of Chapter 130 of the DPublic
Laws of 1913, relating to State aid
highways.

House 8Y97: An Act to amend Sec-
tion 13 of Chapter 67 of the Revised
Statutes, relating to the return of
commissioners and partition appointed
by probate courts.

House 899: An Act to amend Chap-
ter 39 of the Public Laws of 1911, as
amended by Chapter 26 of the Public
Laws of 1913, relating to the weekly
payment of wages.

House 902: An Act to authorize the
Mousam Water Company to increase
its capital stock and to contract with
the city of Biddeford for hydrant ser-
vice.

Houge 903: An Act to amend Section
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4 of Chapter 73 of the Revised Statutes
relating to notices upon petition for
sale of real estate.

House $04: An Act to amend Section
35 of Chapter 101 of the Revised Start-
utes, relating to the authority of bail
commissioners.,

House 903: An Act relating to ad-
ministering oaths required by law.

House 906: An Act to amend Section
seven of Chapter 686, of the Revised
Statutes, relating to proofs of wills.

House 207: An Act to amend Sec-
tion seven of Chapter 66 of the Re-
viged Statutes, relating to proofs Hf
wills,

Flouse $05: An Act to amend Sec-
tion 32 of Chapter 69 of the Revised

Statutes, relating to petitions for
adoption of children,
House 9%09: An Act to provide for

the binding of original papers filed in
probate courts.

House 910: An Act to amend Sec-
tion nine of Chapter 75 of the Re-
vised Statutes, relating to transcripts
of examinations or testimony taken in
the probate court.

House 911: An Act to amend Chayp -
ter one of the Public Laws of 1907,
providing for mnotice to registers of
probate of the names of corporate
surety companies gualified to do busi-
ness in the State.

House 912: An Act to provide for
the record in the register of deers of
notices waiving testamentary provi-
sions for husband or wife.

House 913: An Act relative to
employment of minors.

House 919: An Act to divide the
town of Kennebunkport and incorpor-
ate the town of North Kennebunk-
port.

Mr. Roberts of Portland moved that
this bill be laid upon the table and be
specially assigned for consideration on
Tuesday of next week, pending its
third reading.

The motion was lost.

The hill then receivead its third read-
ing and was passed to be engrossed.

An Act to amend Section 21 of Chap-
ter 69 of the Revised Statutes, relating
to the compensation of guardians.

Passed to Be Enacted

An Act to incorporate the North-

port Village Corporation.

the
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An Act additional to Chapter 32 of
the Revised Statutes, as amended by
Chapter 206 of the Tublic Laws of
1912, relative to ice fishing in Whet-
stone pond, in Pisacataquis county.

An Act to regulate anchorage in the
waters of Mooschead lake bhordering
on Kineo.

An Act to amend Section 1 of Chap-
ter 62 of the P'rivate and Special
T.aws of 1905, entitled "An Act to pro-
tect cod and other ground fish in
waters off the coast of TLincoln and
Sagadahoc counties.,

An Act 1o amend Chapter 241 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1902, en-
titled “An Act to supply the town of
Lishon with pure water. (On motion
by Mr. Plurnmer of Lisbon, this anct
was indefinitely postponed.)

An Act additional to Chapter 41 of
the Revised Statutes relating to the
destruction of fish in tidal waters by
means of dynamite or poisonous or
stupifying substances.

An Act to amend Chapter 336 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1883, re-
lating to the construction of a bridge
over tide waters between Orr's Island
and Bailey's Tsland.

An Act to amend Section 2 of Chap-

ter 32 of the Revised Statutes, as
amended by Chapter 206 of the Pub-

hic T.aws of 1913, relating to fishing in
Kingsbury pond, in Somevset and
Piscataquis counties, and in the Ben-
nett ponds, in Guilford, in Piscataquis
county.

An Act to amend Section 2 of
Chapter 32 of the Revised Statutes, as
amended by Chapter 206 of the Pub-
lic Laws of 1913, relating to ice fish-
ing in Barker pond, in Cornville, in
Somerset county.

An Act additional to Chapter of
the Revised Statutes, as amended by
Chapter 206 of the Public Laws of
1912, prohibiting fishing in the tribu-
taries to Ship Pond stream. in Piscat-
acuis county.

An Act additional to Chapter 32 of
the Revised Statutes, as amended by

2
22

Chapter 206 of the Public TLaws of
1913, prohibiting ice [ishing in Pleas-

atn pond, Mud pond, Horseshoe pond,
and Oxbow pond, situated in the
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counties of Kennebec and Sagadahoc.
An Act to amend Section two of
Chapter 32 of the Revised Statutes,
as amended by Chapter 206 of the
Public Laws of 1913, relating to ice
fishing in the Kennebece river, in Som-
erset Clounty. (Tabled hy Mr., Holt of
Skowhegan, and specially assigned fnr
consideration tomorrow morning.)

An Act additional to Chapter 32 of
the Revised Statutes, as amended bpy
Chapter 206 of the Public Laws of
1913, relating to fishing in Berry Pond
and its tributaries, in the towns of
Winthrop and Wayne, in the county
of Kennebec.

An Act to amend Section two of
Chapter 32 of the Revised Statutes, as
amended by Chapter 296 of the Pub-
tic Laws of 1913, relating to ice fish-
ing in Sand Pond, in Denmark, in the
county of Oxford.

An Act additional to Chapter 32 of
the Revised Statutes, as amended by
Chapter 206 of the I’ublic Laws of
1¢13, prohibiting fishing in Violette
Brook, in Van Buren, in the county of
Aroostook, above Hammond's mill
{Tabled by Mr. Michad of Van Bur-
en, and specially assigned for consid-
etatfion tomorrcyw morning.)

An Act to amend Section two of
Chapter 52 of the Revised Statutes, as
amended by Chapler 20§ of the Pub-
lic L.aws of 1913, relating to fishing in
bavis  Stream  and  Monson Pond
Stream, in the county of Piscataquis.

An Act to amend Section 39 of Chap-
ter 32 of the Revised Statutes, as
amended by Chapter 206 of the Public
Laws of 1913, relating to the protec-
tion of beaver.

An Act to abolish the office of town
agent, by amendind Section 14 of
Chapter four of the Revised Statutes,
as amended by Section two of Chapter
213 of the Public Laws of 1813.

An Act additional to Chapter of
the Revised Statutes, as amended by
Chapter 206 of the Public Laws of
1913, relating to fishing in Jackson
Pond, in the town of Concord, in the
county of Somerset.

An Act to extend the charter of the
Ocean and Northern Railroad Com-
pany.

An Act to extend the charter of th»
Androscoggin Valley Railroad (o.

9.
32
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An Act to incorporate the North
Bridgton Village Corporation.

An Act to amend Section one of
Chapter 139 of the Private and Spe-
cial Laws of 1899, entitled “An Act
creating the Dixfield Village Corpor-
ation.”

An Act to amend Section 4 of Chap-
ter 363 of the Private and Special
Laws of 1850, entitled “An Act to in-
corporate the city of Belfast,” as
amended by Chapter 272 of the Pri-
vate Laws of 1909.

An Act to protect the agricultural
and horticultural societies against
fraud.

An Act relating to the appointment
of non-resident guardians.

An Act to amend Section 7 of Chap-
ter 15 of the Public Laws of 1907, as
amended by Chapter 34 of the Public
Laws of 1909, as further amended by
Chapter 84 of the Public Laws of 1911,
relating to the removal of moth pests
within the limits of the highway.

An Act regulating the taking
clams in the town of Lamoine.

An Act to incorporate the Mada-
waska Rlectrical Power Company.

An Act to amend Chapter 215 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1887, en-
titled “An Act to grant special pow-
ers to School District No. 38 in the
town of Springfield,” and further to
amend Chapter 281 of the Private and
Special Laws of 1901, entitled “An Act

of

to incorporate the trustees of the
Springfield Normal school.”
An Act to amend Section 11 of

Chapter 211 of the Private and Spe-
cial Laws of 1895, as amended by
Chapter 101 of the Frivate and Spe-
cial Laws of 1909, relating to the sal-
aries of judge and recorder of the
Bangor muhnicipal court.

Finally Passed

Resolve reimbursing Benjamin M.
Jenness for money expended for the
hurial expenses of certain honorably
discharged soldiers of the Civil War.

Resolve in favor of the livestock
sanitary commissioner, for the con-
trol of contagious diseases among do-
mestic animals.

Resolve in favor of the  Webber
‘Hospital Association for maintenance.
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Resolve in favor of the Good Sa-
maritan Home Association for main-
tenance.

Resolve in favor of the Children’s
Protective Society of Maine for main-
tenance.

Resolve in favor of the Maine Mission
for the Deaf for maintenance.

Resolve in favor of the York hospital
for maintenance.

Resolve in favor of the Young Men's
Christian Association hospital of Green-
ville Junction for maintenance.

Resolve in favor of the Daughters of
Wisdom for maintenance.

Resolve in favor of the Bar Harbor
Medical and Surgical hospital for main-
tenance.

Resolve in favor of the Eastern Maine
General hospital for maintenance.

Resolve in favor of the Temporary
Home for Women and Children for main-
tenance.

Resolve in favor of the Children’s
Heart Work Society of Maine for main-
tenance and the carrying out of its work.

Resolve in favor of the Maine Home
for Friendless Boys for maintenance.

Resolve in favor of the Waldo County
General hospital for maintenance.
Resolve in favor of the Maine Children’s
Home Society for maintenance.

Resolve in favor of the Women’s Chris-
tian Temperance Union Temporary
Home for Children for maintenance.

Resolve in favor of the Old Town hos-
pital for maintenance. (Tabled and spe-
cially assigned for consideration on Tues-
day of next week on motion by Mr. Lib-
by of Merrill.)

Resolve in favor of the Girls’ Orphan-
age of Lewiston for maintenance.

Resolve appropriating money to aid in
repairing the road leading from Shin pond
to Mattagamon postoftice, in Penobscot
county.

Resolve appropriating money to ald in
repairing the highway over Marsh hill in
the town of Stockton Springs, and pro-
viding for the future maintenance there-
of.

Resolve appropriating money to aid in
repairing the highway over Hardscrabble
hill in the town of Orland, and providing
for the future maintenance thereof.

Resolve in favor of the Children’s Aid
Society of Maine for maintenance.
Resolve in favor of the Healy Asylum
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for maintenance, and also for a heating
plant and the repair of buildings.

Resolve in favor of the town of
Castine for the reimbursement of
money spent in excess of a State road
appropriation.

Resolve in favor of Mrs. Blanche
M. Reynolds, Edward J. McWiggin,
Thomas Hawkins and Wililam H.
Hawkins.

Resolve reimbursing the town - of
Orneviile for expenses incurred in the
commitment of an insane State pau-
per.

Resolve appropirating money to aid

in rebuilding a bridge between the
town of Southport and the town of
Boothbay Harbor.

Resolve authorizing the State
Treasurer and the State Auditor to

adjust certain accounts in the State

Treasurer's office.

Orders of the Day

On motion by Mr. Maxwell of Booth-
bay Harbor, unanimous consent was
given and that gentleman presented
out of order under a susepnsion of the
rules, bill, An Act fixing the pay of
night watchmen of the public build-
ings.

On further motion by Mr. Maxwell,
the bill received its two several read-
ings at this time without reference to
a committee, and :

On motion by Mr. Plummer of Lis-

bon, the bhill was tabled pending its
third reading and specially assigned
for

consideration tomorrow.

On motion by Mr. Greenleaf of Port-
land., unanimous consent was granted,
and that gentleman introduced under
a suspension of rules out of order Re-
solve in favor of P’itt 1. Averill, rep-
resentative from DPrentiss, granting
leave of absence with full payv.

On motion by Mr. McCarty of Lew-
iston the resolve was tabled until to-
morrow morning.

Mr. Sanhborn of South Portland ask-

ed unanimous consent to introduce
out of order a bill.

No objection appearing the bill
was received.

A NSANDORN:  Mr, Speaker, [ just
wish 1o make a word of explanation.
The bill which 1 have just offered is an
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Guaranty
Cumberland  county that
was sent to me by mail yesterday by
an ateorpey in Fortland for whom 1
have the highest regard with the re-
quest that if possible it might be intro-
duded dwing tihis session. Tne -bill
purporis to incorporate a guaranty title
company like two o1 three others which
have already been incorporated, and this
coming from a personal friend
leaves me no alternative but to ask the
House for ithe privilege of introducing
this bill at this time.

act to Title

Company in

incorpurate a

request

My, PIERCIK of Houlton: Mr. Speak-
er, 1 would like to ask the gentleman
from Scuth Portland, Mr. Sanborn. if
he has examined the bill.

M. SANBORN: Mr. Speaker, 1 will
say Iin reply to the gentleman from
Houlton, Mr. Pierce, that 1 have ex-

amined it but have not compared it
with the other acts. | have taken the
statements contained in the letter ac-

compuanyinug this bill which say that it
is drawn in exactly the same form as
the others which have been passed here.

Mr. PLUMMER of Lisbon: Mr. Speak-
er, 1t seems to me that title guaranty
companies can incorporate under the
general law ol the State, so far as thoe
guaranteeing  of  titles is concerned.

Some of them propose to loan money.
Under the speeial acts that have been
passed here these companies have not

only the right to guarantee titles but
to loan money. 1 don’t know whether
this one hai or not, but 1 apprehend it
thas. [eeling that the city of Portland
has got along until this time in the
session  withojut  thet services of this
company. and jnasmuch as they must
get along until abeuy the first of July
anyway, it seems to me that 1 should
personally ohjeet 1o the bill. It is spec-
ial legislation, :md the time for the re-
ceipt of special legislation has long since
passed. and T see no reason for making
any  exception in this case; T trust the
Houge willi not accent this bill. T there-
fore move thar the »ill be indefinitely
hostponed.

A viva voce vote being doubted,

A division was had and the motion
prevailed by a vote of 78 to 19.

FREENLIZIAF of Portland: Mr.
T rigse to a duestion of personal

Mo
Spealker.
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inquiry. I want to know if House Doc.
No. 198, presented in this House Febru-
ary 16th and referred to the committee
on sea and shore fisheries has been re-
turned to the House,

The SPEAKER: "Tue Chair will state
for the information of the gentleman
from Portland, Mr. Greenleaf, that in
connection with the House Document No.
198 there appears to be a unanimous re-
port of the committee on sea and saore

fisheries, reporting ‘“ought io pass” in
new draft under the same title. 1018
report does not appear to have been

acted upon by this House. The bill was
received and referred to the committee,
and the report of the commiitee Iis
tabled at this time, no action having
been taken by the House.

Mr. GREENLEAF: My,
will for the information
House that this matter seems
been a little confused. Heuse
193 was introduced on February
500 copies were ordered printed. At the
Liearing it was suggested that some
amendments and a new draft avere to be
attached to that bill, and as T under-
stand it the committee reported unan-
imorusly. A stranger to the proceedings
introduced a bill which he wanted the
committee to consider. The committee
thinking that perhaps it had some merit
reported it to this House, and it was in-
trcduced in rezwular order; this is House
Doc. No. 841, which was tabled by my-
self yesterday. Another Rjll was in-
troduced by the gentleman from Noble-
boro, QAIr. Mulligan, under a suspension
of the rules, and whichh is properly be-
fore the House, and that bill is an exact
duplicate of the one that was reported
a3 a side issue to the main bill by the
committee. So that there are two du-
plicates and one regular bill here. This
bill. Fouse Doc. No. 198, is the regular
new draft; the one introduced by the
gentleman from Nobleboro, Mr. Mulli-
zan, under a suspeunsion of the rules is
regularly hefore the House and House
Doc. No. 841 ix a duplicate and is not
regularly here, and I understand it will
be taken care of at the proper time: and
I now move under a suspension of the
rules that the report of the committee
be accepted.

The rules were suspended and the re-
port of uhe committee on sea and shore

Speaker., I
of the
to have
Bill No.
16th and

sy
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fisheries, reporting ‘‘ought to pass” in
new draft under same title on bill, An
Act to provide for the destruction of
dog fish and other members ot the shark
spacies in the waters of Maine, was ac-
cepted.

Mr. Greenleaf then moved that the
rules be suspended and that this bill

receive its several readings at this time.

The bill then received its two several
readings, and on motion by My, Plum-
mer of Lisbon, was tabled pending its
thirvd reading and specially assigned for
consideration on Tuesday of next weelk.

On motion by Mr. Mulligan of Noble-
boro, unanimous consent was granted
and that gentleman presented our of
order the following order:

Ordered. That the Secretary ol State
be ovdered to furnish suflicient covers
for the filing of members’ documents.

The order received a pasage.

Me, HIGGINS of Brewer: My, Speak-
er, T have tabled a bill incorporating the
Grindstone Dam and Improvement Com-
pany, pending its third reading, and the
hill has been speeially assigned for next
Tuesday for its third reading. I neglect-
ed to inelud: in my motion that the
bill should have been tabled for printing,
pending its third reading. I therefore
move taat the bill be printed.

The mcticin wuas agreed to.

The SFTEAKER: The Chair lays be-
fore the House at this time Senate Doec.
No. 310, bill, An Act authorizing the
«Clark Power Company to construct a
dam across the Saco River between the
towns of Buxton and Dayton. This bill
has just been returned to the House Dby
the engrossing clerk under the order
wiich was passed in the House yester-
day. This bill has passed to be engroess-
ed in the House and passed to be en-
grossed in the Senate. and was in the
hands of the engrossing clerk. It is
now returned to the House under the
order which was passed by the House
yesterday.

Mr. GREENLEAF of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, in the interest of friends op-
posing that bill, I move that the House
do now reconsidar its vote whereby this
hill was passed to be engrossed.

Mr. Sanborn of South Portland moved
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that the matter be lald upon the table
and be specially assigned for considera-
tion on Tuesday of next week, pending
the motion of the gentleman from Port-
land, Mr. Gre2anleaf, that the vote be
reconsidered whereby this Dill was
to be engrossed.
The motion was agreed to.

On motion by Mr. Roberts of Port-
land, unanimous consent was granted
and that g-2antlemian presented under a
suspension of the rules and out of order
the following order:

Qrdered, That Representative Howard
H. Jordan of Ralilsyville, on account of
filness, be excused from further attend-
ance at this session, and that his pay
and mileage be made up to the end of
the sesszion.

The order received a pasage.

Mr. Small of Mt. Desert asked that
unanimous consent be given and that
he be allowed to present under a sus-
pension of the rules and out of order
Resolve in aid of repairing the toll
bridge between the town of Trenton
and the island of Mt. Destrt.

Mr. POLLARD of Solon: Mr. Speak-
er, I will say that the committee on
ways and bridges have made their
final report.

Mr. Small moved that the resolve
be received and that it be given its
two readings at the present time
without reference to a committee.

Mr. PLUMMER of Lisbon: Mr.
Speaker, on general principles the ob-
jection to this resolve seems to be
the same as to the other which we
just refused to receive. It may be a
very worthy proposition; I don’t know
anything about that, but the point is
that it is too late in the session for
us to donsider this matter, and I
trust that the House will not receive
the resolve.

Mr. BESSE of Clinton: Mr. Speak-
er, T wish to say that this resolve
came before the committee and the
committee voted that it “ought not to
pass” Mt. Desert Island has a valua-
tion of something over six million dol-
lars and if they want to free the
bridge let them free it; I am not in
favor of receiving the resolve.
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Mr. MORRISON of Eden:
Speaker, this bridge is situated
tirely in the town of Trenton, and
that is a very poor town, and if this
bridge should at any time be thrown
upon that town they would be unable
to repair it. The number of polls in
that town is 101; the tax rate is 3 per’
cent.; tne total vaiuation is less than
$140,000; there is no part of the briuge
in any town on Mt. Desert Island,
and it is situated entirely in the town
cf Trenton. ’

The question Dbeing on the motion
that this resolve be now receivea ..a-
der a suspension of the ruies,

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion was lost.

Mr.
en-

On motion by Mr. Conners of Dan-
gor, the rules were suspended and
that gentleman presented out of or-
der by unanimous congent the report
of the committee on judiciary on bill,
An Act to amend Section 17 of Chap-
ter 71 of the rivate and Special Laws
of 1891, incorporating the city of Old
Town, reporting same in new draft
under same title and that it “ought
te pass.” i

The report was accepted and the
bill was tabled for\ printing under the
joint rules.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be-
fore the ¥ouse bill, An Act to fix the
salary of the agents of the Tribes of
Passamaquoddy and Penobscol In-
dians, tabled by the gentleman from
Houlton, Mr. Pierce, the pending cues-
tion being the passage of the bill to
be enacted.

On motion by Mr. Pierce the bill
was again tabled and specially assign-
ed for consideration on Tuesday of
next week.

The SPEAKER: The Chalir lays he-
fore the House Resolve in favor of
Mary J. B. Arkett, tabled by the gen-
tleman from Calais, Mr. St. Clair, the
pending question being the second
reading of the resolve.

On motion by Mr. St. Clair the re-
solve received its second reading and
was passsed to be engrossed.

From the Senate: Ordered, The
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House concurring, that there be print-
ed 200 copies of House Bill, No. 495,

as amended by Senate Amendments A
and B.

The order received a passage 'in
concurrence.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be-
fore the House bill, An Act to pro-
vide for publicity respecting member-
ship of mercantile partnerships, House
Doc. No. 849, tabled by the gentleman
from Lisbon, Mr., Plummer, the pend-
ing question being the passage of the
bill to be engrossed.

On motion by Mr. Plummer, the bill
was passed to be engrossed.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be-
fore the House bill, An Act to create ~
State Racing Commission, House Doc.
No. 864, tabled by the gentleman from
Bingham, Mr. Dutton, the pending
question being the third reading of
the bill.

Mr. Dutton then yielded the floor to
the gentleman from Portland, Mr. Col-
cord.

Mr. Colcord then moved that the bil!

receive its third reading and be
passed to be engrossed.
Mr. PLUMMER of Lisbon: Mr.

Speaker, I move that this bill be in-
definitely postponed. T don’t know
whether the members of the House
have read this bill or not. I have
looked it through somewhat casually,
and 1 ind that it is simply a preposi-
tion so that somebody may have some
running races if they want to. As
I understand the situation, theve is no
law against runing races now.

Section 4 of this bill provides
follows:

“Sect. 4. 1overyv running race meet-
ing at which racing shall be permitied
for any stake, purse or reward, ox-
cept as allowed by this act, is here-
by declared to be .a public nuisance,
and every person acting or aiding
therein shall be deemed guilty of a
misdemeanor and punished by a fine
not less than five hundred dollars, nor
more than one thousand dollars for
each day of such meeting or racing:
and in addition thereto, in a suit
brought for the purpose by the State

as
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racing commiscion in the circuit court
of the county where it may be pro-
posed to conduct such unauthorized
racing, an injunction mav be obtain-
ed against the same.”

As T have before stated in *his
House in regard to some other mat-
ters, I do not sec why it is any of
the State's bhusiness whether a man
wants to race horses or not; if any-
hody wants to race horses, let them
race. That is he situation as it
appears to me now. T trust that this
bill will be indefinitely postponed.

My, Greeley of Portland moved that
the bill be laid upon the table until
Tuesday of next week.

The SPEAKER: The Chair would
suggest that our time is getting short,
and if possible all these matters
should he disposed of at this time as
they are reached.

Mr. Greeley then withdrew his mo-
tion to table the hill.

The (uestion being on the motion to
indefinitely postpone the bill,

A viva voce vote being taken,

The motion was agreed to and the
bill was indefinitely postponed.

The SI'KAKER: The Chair lays be-
fore the House bill, An Act to create
a commission to act in conjunction
with the State Armory Commission, ta-
bled by the gentleman from Lisbon,
Mr. Plummer, the pending question be-
ing the third reading of the bill.

On motion by Mr. Plummer, the
hill received its third reading and was
pussed to be engrossed.

The SIPEAKFER: The Chair lays be-
fore the House bill, An Act relative
to banks and banking, House Doc. No
867, tabled by the gentleman from
Lisbon, Mr. Plummer, the pending
auestion being the third reading of the
bill.

On motion by Mr. Plummer, the bill
received 1its third reading and was
passed to be engrossed.

The SPEAKER: The Chalir lays be-
fore the House bill, An Act relating
te closed season on fur-breeding ani-
mals, Senate Doc. No. 377, tabled by
the gentleman from Lisbon, Mr. Plum-
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mer, the pending question being tha
acceptance of Senate Amendment A in
concurrence
The bill
readings.
On motion by Mr., Plummer of Lis-
bon, Senate Amendment A was adopt-

received its two severai

ed in concurrence, and the bill was
then assigned for tomorrow morning

for its third reading.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be-
fore the House, Senate Document 388,
bill, An Act relative to compensation
to employees for personal injuries re-
ceived in the course of the employ-
ment and to the prevention of such
injuries, tabled by the gentleman from
Biddeford, Mr. Descoteaux. The pend-
ing question ig the third reading.

Mr. DESCOTKAUX of Biddeford: 1
vield the foor to the gentleman from
Augusta, Mr. Perkins.

My, PLERKINS of Augusta:  Mr.
Speaker, 1 wish to offer an amendment.
In offering this amendment, T would
state that under the provisions of tho
act as now drawn an employer employ -
ing five men is exempted. It seems to
me that men working in small estab-
lishments should come under the pro-
visions of the act. 1 therefore offer
this amendment and move its adoption

Mr. HIGGINS of Brewer: Mr.
Speaker, and gentlemen of the House:
I rise to oppose the adoption of any
amendment to this hill. T want to say,

Mr, Speaker and gentlemen of the
House, that at the beginning of this
session A joint special committee on

workmen’s compensation was appoint
ed. That committee, as you well know,
was made up of seven members on thae
part of the House and three members
on the part of the Senate. The com-
mittee listened to the various argu-
ments for and against two bills whicn
had been presented to the committee,
to wit, the Cole Bill, so called, and the
Swift Bill, so called. At the instanc=
of the chairman of that joint special
committee, who is one of the fairest
men in this State and one of the fair-
est men of this TLegislature, it was
suggested that the attorneys for both
bills get together and frame a bill that
could be approved by the committeco
The attorneys representing both sides
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of the question were unable to come
to any agreement. Therefore it was
up to the committee to draft a bill,
with the result that the committee
submitted to you a bill which has the
endorsement of eight men out of the
ten who composed that committee;
and I want to say in that connection
that I presume it would have bheen
nine out of ten had it not been for the
illness of the gentleman from Bailey-
vitle, Mr. Jordan.

Now it is a recognized fact, Mr.
Speaker and gentlemen of this House,
that a workmen’s compensation bi'l
should be passed by this Legislatura.
Employers of labor have come (0
recognize the fact that an employvee
is something more than a piece of
machinery, and that it is an economis
fuestion that their lives and limbs be
conserved; and to this end there did
not appear before this committee 2
person in objection to the idea of 2
workmen's compensation hill. lfur-
thermore, the planks of the three par-
ties—the platforms of the three par-
ties contain planks providing for work -
men’s compensation.

Now it has been stated, gentlemen—
and [ want right here to read you an
cditorial from the so-called Biddeford

tecord in which it states that thero
are numerous defects in this bill, and
that the three gentlemen active on that
commitiee, Senator Cole and Repre-
sentatives Sanborn and Higgins, are
all known to be strong corporation
men. 1 have no need to speak for my
colleagueg on that committee men-
tioned in this article. They are abie
to speak for themselves; but 1 want
it distinctly understood—and men 1in
this House who have known me for
twentyv-five or more years have never
found me a corporation man, I regrer
to say. T would like to be a corpora-
tion man, and I believe every other
man in this House would like to be;
but unfortunately, or fortunately, I am
not and never have been. Gentlemen,
at the age of sixteen years, when I en-
deavored to get an education by lamp-
light to contest with the world ot
large, T was a laboring man earning
$1.29 a day, and taking are of a fam-
ily of four besides myself. We did not
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have turkey every day, 1 can tell you,
at $1.29 a day; and I have come up
through up to now, handicapped by
early lack of advantages, I want to say
to you, to hold my own with the world
at large, though I am endeavoring to
do the best I can. And when a man
Dbublishes an editorial like that in =
paper I want to refute it, and I want
to say that it is absolutely wrong. Is
there a man in this House of any party
who has found me bplaying unfair?
Have my friends of the Democratic
side of the House ever discovered any-
thing that would indicate that I was
blaying unfair? Have I not always
been in the open? Gentlemen of the
Progressive party, have you found
anything but fairness and squareness”
No, and you never will! (Applause.)
With all respect to the newspapers--
they are of great power, and I gran®
it—I tell you that when a man puts
an article in the paper that reflects
on me and the other gentlemen, I want
to take exception to it. Also in 21
morning paper a short time ago there
was printed a statement from a dis-
tinguished gentleman, whose legal
ability I do not question—1I bow to it;
but he is not going to tell me any-
thing about this law.

Two years ago we introduced a Dbill
here which was a miserable one. I
voted for it right straight through.
against my own convictions, because
I helieved it was a step in the right
direction; therefore I supported it. At
that time they were willing to exempt
five; they said it was a cut from ten
to five. Now let me go on record right
here, gentlemen of this House, and say
that T do not believe in any exemp-
tion, not one. I do not believe in ex-
empting a soul under the compensa -
tion act; but, gentlemen, you know
that you cannot get a bill through, just
as well as [ do, without exceptions.
When they put the Swift bill in it was
known that it could not pass without
certain exceptions; and, gentlemen of
this House, with reference to this bill
the committee were of the opinion that
it was necessary to make certain ex-
ceptions in order to give the great
mass of laborers of thisg State a bill
that was a fair bill—an honest bill to
the emplover and the employee. This
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committee, composed of as square anl
fair men as there are in- the House
and Senate, gave you the result of
their best thought and judgment.

Now I want to refute another state-
ment, wherein it was said that this
report was delayed on account of one
member of the committee making
strenuous objection. That is an abso-
lute falsehood. Why this bill was de-
layed was on account of the illness of
my friend who is now in the hospital.

Furthermore, that article says a
strong lobby was employed to draft
this bill or to introduce the draft of
it. I want to refute that statement,
gentlemen of this House, and say thar
the only men who ever approached m2
have not endeavored to lobby the bill.
The strongest lobby, gentlemen, was
on the other side of the question. No
man has approached me only as any
employer would with suggestions; and,

gentlemen, members of your Ilabor
committee, and members of labor
committees throughout this State,
have come to me and said: “Mr. Hig-

gins, we bhelieve that to be a fair bill
and we want to start under that bill.”

Now we have presented to you a bill,
gentlemen, that pays fifty per cent. of
the wage not exceeding ten dollars a
week, and a minimum of four dollars a
week. We have made certain specified
sums for certain specified injuries. We
have given you a commission to handle
it; and I want to say right here as to the
compensation under this bill that the
amounts in the event of death, total in-
capacity and partial incapacity are ex-
actly the same as in the original Massa-
chusetts act, and in the act that was pre-
sented to the Legislature and supported
by the labor organizations two years ago
in this House, and as in Rhode Island,
and likewise corresponds to those in
several other states.

By reason of the provisions for specific
injuries, wherein it follows the Michigan
method, the Maine act is more liberal
than the original Massachusetts act, the
Rhode Island or the New Hampshire acts.

As to the form of commission, it should
be remembered that one of the special
claims for these laws is that they are
self-administering. It has ’'been found
that from 9 to 98 per cent. of all cases



LEGISLATIVIG

adjust themselves automatically. The
employer does not want any controversy
with his employee. Under that bill all
cases will be taken care of by him. It
is for his interest to do it and he is going

to do it. In Rhode Island during the first
year only twelve cases involved dispute
between employer and employee. I want

to say in this connection, gentlemen, that
1 was in favor of having our courts ad-
minister the adjustment of these cases as
under the Rhode Island law. RRhode
Island employs more people than we do,
and they only had twelve cases last year
that came under the observation of that
court; in fact, only four finally reached
the court. 1 believe the State should be
saved this expense. The court would be
relieved from a vast amount of litigation
in connection with cases which they have
at the present time and would therefore
have ample time to attend to these cases
as they came before them.

But in the judgment of the committee
it was felt that we ought to make con-
cessions both ways, and so we gave the
Swift bill the benefit of the administra-
tion feautre. Now, 1 want to say that
last year the state of Massachusetts re-
ported 90,000 accidents to employees and
expended $125,000 a year upon her commis-
sion. lemember. gentlemen, that the
conditions in Maine are entirely different
from the conditions in Massachusetts.
There was reported in Maine during the
past yvear from the different industrial
establishments approximately 1000 acci-
dents. Maine has a less number of em-
ployees than Rhode Island. T want to
give Maine the benefit of saying that per-
haps they were not all recorded, and T
want to he fair in that; perhaps there
were a good many accidents that were
not recorded. There is then no reason
why Maine should establish any expen-
sive commission in this regard to admin-
ister this act. The criticism comes from
outside the State that the conditions un-
der the Massachusetts law do not apply
to the conditions in Maine, although this
act was drafted to fit the conditinns in
Maine to the best of my knowledge and
belief; and when one stops to consider
the number of emplovees involved and
the industrial conditions in this State it
becomes apparent that there is no need
for a commission composed of from three
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to five men to administer this act. Cer-
tainly one man could dispose of twelve
or [ifty of these disputed cases. If the

heads of other departments are called In
to administer under the terms of this
act there should be placed upon them no
more of a burden than to secure the ad-
ministration of this law.

Under the terms of this bill in case of
death it provides for three hundred
weeks, while the total limit under certain
conditions is five hundred weeks. Under
the original Massachusetts act it was
provided in case of death three hundred

weeks, total disability five hundred
weeks, partial disability three hundred
weeks; in the draft of the bill in Rhode

[sland it is provided that in case of death
there should be three hundred weeks;
total disability, five hundred weeks; par-
tial disability, three hundred weeks.

I have here a letter from the Em-
ployvees Insurance Association, and they
have passed on this Maine Aect, and this
is what they say: ‘““According to rough
estimates which we have made, the pro-
posed law in Maine would cost from 15
to 204 more than our Massachusetts
law before the benefits were increased;
and about 209, less than our present law
with the increased benefits.

Now, gentlemen, T want to say that [
helieve this bill is a fair and honest bill.
f am in favor of not making any ex-
emptions, but 1 am not in favor of load-
ing this bill up with amendments at this
time. T say that this bill is a fair bill to
start with; it does not place a burden up-
on the employer to such an extent that
he can hot bear it. Two years from now,
if it is the will of the people, and condi-
tions are favorable, T am perfectly will-
ing for you to make such an amendment
as will be right, fair and just. And, gen-
tlemen of the House, let me tell you that
this bill will reach from 9 to 95 per cent.
of the employees under the hazardous
occupations, so-called, in this State. T
ask you, gentlemen, to sustain the Senate
in the passage of this bill. which was
passed in the Senate unanimously and
comes down to us here; let us adopt this
bill as it is, and if there is any fault in
it we can remedy it later; it is a step in
the right direction. And I want you to
distinectly understand, gentlemen, that I
am not opposed to labor; T am not in fa-
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vor of corporations; I am f{rying tuv pe
fair, square and honest on this question
as on every other act of mine during this
session of the legislature. (Applause.)
Mr. PERKINS of Augusta: Mr.
Rpeaker, I would like to state that the
Massachusetts Act exempts those em-
ployed on tfarms and domestic sevvants,

ete.  As regards the lumber industry
that whole industry is c¢xempted; bui
here rnve men who are employed in tie
same sort of business are coxempted,

whereas nien employved in the same kind
of Dhusiness where it is a larget business
are not exempted. it seem= tog me to
exemp. ong, you should exempt all who
are employved in the same business.

Mr, WESCOTT  of Bluehill: Mo
Speaker, 1 did intend to go into thix mat-
ter at length, bhut T de not think I will;
1 think it is pretty well understood that
1 have taken a great interest in labor
legislation during this session of the leg-
iglature, and 1 want to do Jjust what is
right on the one side of the other in re-

ecard to this bill I am oppesed o
any  amendments  either one way or
the other. 1 believe the bill as pre-

sented is a fairly good hill, & step in the

right direction, and 1 shall be satisfied
that this legislature is performing a

great public service if it passes this bill
exaetly as reported.  (Applause.)

Mre, DESCOTHKAUXN of Biddeford: afr.
Speaker, I can not c¢xpress myself as
well as  the gentleman from Brower.
(Myr, Higgins) and 1 won’t detain yvou
long. 'The gentleman from Brewer, (Mr.
Higgins) said ithat iwo years ago they
were willing to exempt five., Another
feature that was taken out two yvears
ag was that they must be regularly
employed. A man wao is getting $16
a week would get 38 and for 50 weeks
that would he $4,000. I proposed to the

committee that the low man should be
put down at $4 a week, w give hin
2,000, It is the poor man who needs

protection, T do not believe that there
is ancther compensation bill in the union
that .exempts five men.

Mr. HIGGINS: Mr. Speaker, I would
just like to say one more word., XNot-
withstanding what my friend from Bid-
deford (Mr. Descoteaux) has stated,
this bill was aimed to protect the man
receiving small wages. He is the fellow
who henefits under the bill.
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Mr. CLIFFORD of Lewiston: My
Speaker, 1 was a member of this wwork-

men’s compensation committee, We all
admit that this is mnot an ideal bill.
When we were In session we look up

the matter of drawing an ideal bill, and
we could have presented to this legisla-
ture a hill which perhaps would in the-
ory have Dbeen an  ideal one; but the
guestion which was before this com-
mitie was whether or not 'we could pass
such a bill as that. Tt was the opinion
of the commiltec—and we had long svs-
sions and met often—that the hill which
fias been presented herce for the consid-
eration of thisz legislature was the best
Lill that could be drawn and presented
at this time. There was an agreement
among the members of the committee—
and this was agreed by all exceprt the
cantleman from  Biddeford, Mr., Desco-
eaux that we would take this bill
hecausge comceessions had bheen made
by hoth sides, that we would take this
hill, and the gentlemen of the Repub-
lican side would do all they could in
the Republican caucus to keep out
any other amendments looking to the
exemption of other employers, and the
Democrats agreed to do the same
thing. I  signed that report, Mr.
Speaker, and T am going to stand by
my agreement with the other mem-
hers of that committee, and I am go-

ing to vote against the amendment
which has been proposed here this

morning. (Applause.)

Mr. Sanborn of South TPortland: Mr.
Speaker, I want just briefly to urge
one consideration, and that is this:

that if the door is opened to the re-
ception of amendments, we have no
way of knowing where it will end; or,
to put it in another way, T think we
all know that it will end in so
many amendments being offered that
there will be general confusion, and
the result will be that the act will be
killed entirely, a result which none of
us want.

I quite agree with the criticisms
which have been made of the bill. It is
not all that could he desired, but as
has been already so well said, the
committee believed that it was all that
could he passed at this session. 1
want to call your attention to one
other fact, namely, that such an act as
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thix, changing so radically asg it does
the conditions under which labor is
employed, when it goes into effect it
must operate as something of a shock
upon those who employ, and it is eas-
ily conceivable that a bill could be
enacted which, while it might be ex-
ceedingly desirable ultimately, would
operate as so great a shock as to he

injuricus. The committee believed
that the employers could well adapt
themselves to whatever changes in

their methods are required by this act.
They can accustom themselves to it
for a couple of years and then it will
be very proper, and | believe desira-
ble, for further amendments to be
made more liberal to the interests of
labor: and { would only commend to
your thoughtful consideration what I
conceive to he the patriotic attitude
of the gentleman from Bluehill (Mr.
Wescott) a man known to bhe a labor-
ing man, a friend of labor and identi-
fied with Iabor. | submit to vou that
the attitude of a man like that is en-
titled to the utmost respect and con-
sideration on the part of this House. I
submit that it is entitled to more re-
spect and more weighty consideration
than is the opinion of certain gentle-
men who are radical, whose interest
in their theory sometimes gets away
with their judgment. They may he
zealous in the cause which they
have espoused as to have been per-
mitted to get into office somewhere,
but at the same time T submit that
the judgment of a thoughtful, impar-
tial man is worth more. 1 do not
Know as it is necessary for me to say
a word in defence of myself; 1 think
that is beside the question. I know 1
was included in the editorial which
has been quoted, and 1 will only say
this: T do not take it nearly as se-
riously so far as I am concerned as
my friend from Brewer, Mr. Higgins,
seems to have taken it. I take it in
the light which was expressed to me
by a colleague of mine who said that
he had noticed the editorial, and also
said “Why we fellows who know you,
and know what your attitude has al-
ways been in regard to corporations,
thought it was a pretty good joke;”
and 1 was willing to treat the entire
editorial in just that light.

Mr. PERHAM of Woodstock:

S0

Mr,
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Speaker, I do not want to enter into a
discussion of this matter in detail. I
simply want to make a statement of
my position. [ am pledged to support
the workmen’s compensation act. My
party is pledged to the support of the
workmen’s compensation act, and 1
want to vote for a workmen’s com-
pensation act. ¥rom the condition of
things this must be a compromise
measure, and 1T am willing to accept
the compromise that has been pre-
sented by this committee as the most
fair that could be obtained under the
circumstances. 1 am opposed to the
amendment that has been offered, and
1 should feel obliged if that were
adopted to disregard for personal rea-
sons the fact that 1 am pledged to a
workmen’s compensation act and vote
against the whole proposition.

Mr. CHATPLIN of South Portland:
Mr. Speaker, 1 wish to offer an
amendment.

Mr. BONNIEIY of Bowdoinham: Mr.
Speaker, is that amendment in order
now?

The SPEAKISR: The Chair will rule
that the amendment of the gentleman
from South Portland, Mr. Chaplin, can
not be received at this time, the House
now being engaged in the considera-
tion of House Amendment A offered
by the gentleman from Augusta, Mr.
Perkins. The Chair will give consid-
eration to the amendment in due time.

NMr. BONNITY: Mr. Speaker, I be-
lieve we are already to vote on this
workmen’s compensation bill right

now before my friend from Lisbon,
Mr. Plummer, gets the floor and moves
that it be indefinitely postponed. This
seems to be a sort of Plummer day.
L believe we are already to vote on it,
and I do not believe we need any yea

and nay vote; neither do T believe
that we need any division of the
House. 1 move the previous question.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman from
Bowdoinham, Mr. Bonney, moves the pre-
vious question, which requires the con-
sent of one-third the members. Those
who desire the previous question will rise.

A sufficient number having arisen, the
qrevious question was ordered.

The question being on the motion of the
gentleman from Augusta, Mr. Perkins,
that House Amendment A be adopted,

A viva voce vote being taken,



1106

The motion was lost, and the amend-
ment was rejected.

Mr. Chaplin of South Portland offered
House Amendment B to Senate Doc. No.
388, to amend by adding to Section 4 the
following:—‘“or in the harvesting of
ice,” and moved its adoption.

The question being on the adoption of
House Amendment B,

A viva voce vote being taken,

The motion was lost, and the amend-
ment was rejected.

On motion by Mr. Higgins of Brewer
the bill then received its third reading
and was passed to be engrossed.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays before
the House bill No. 837, An Act relative
to scaling round timber and marking the
contents on same, tabled by the gentle-
man from Bingham, Mr. Dutton, the
pending question being the third reading
of the bill.

On motion by Mr. Dutton the bill re-
ceived its third reading and was passed
to be engrossed.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays before
the House Senate Doc. No. 346, bill, An
Act to provide aid for mothers with de-
pendent children, tabled by the gentle-
man from Houlton, Mr. Pierce, the pend-
ing question being the third reading of
the bill.

A division being had, 8 voted in the
affirmative and 26 in the negative, and
the bill was indefinitely postponed.

Ar. PIRRCE: Mr. Speaker, T wish
to make a motion that this act be in-
definately postponed, and in view of
the importance of the matter T wish
to state in just a few words why 1
make this motion., Tt iz famillar of
course to the members of the House
that we have already at thig session
passed a pension for the bhlind at a
cost of $40.000, that is, $20,000 a year.
Now T realize that it is very unchari-
table to make a motion that this act
be indefinitely postponed, but 1 do
seriously feel that the time has not
vet come when it is necessary for the
State of Maine to establish any such
wide-spread pension system as called
for in this hill. You will notice if you
will look at it that $15,000 is appropri-
ated for each of the next two years;
that isn’t the end of it. The hill fur-
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ther goes on to say that any more
noney needed to carry out the provi-
sions of the act shall be taken from
money not otherwise appropriated. In
other words, there is absolutely no
limit to the amount which may come
under this bill provided the people
bring themselves within its terms.
The State would be bound to approve
and pay all of the claims that mnight
come in, no matter what the gross to-

tal might he. That seems to me, to
gtart with, a very poor method of
financiering, a very poor methoa of
legislating. I will say furiher that

the first mothers’ pension act in this
country was passed in 1811. It s
vet in the experimental stage, and i
can not believe that the condition of
poverty in the State of Maine is so
great that we are obliged to enter
into any such wide-spread pension sys-
tem as this until it has becn demon-
strated in the other states that it
works well, and we can hav2 sone
reasonable way of teliing what tiie
total expense called for under thisg
act would be.

to the real
on which I wish

Another reason, ceming
merits of the matter
to say a word. Under this bhill ithe
expense is to be one-half upon the
town and one-half upon the State.
The oversears of the poor in the dif-
erent towns are supposed to make the
estimates. At present of course the
dependent mothers are not allowed to
starve or their children to starve in
any town where any decent reasonable
sort of christianity or charity prevails.
T believe that the towns should handle
this matter. If you take it away from
the towns and put it upon the State
it is going to be easier all the time
for people whe in fact should not bLe
entitled to a pension to secure one.
A man will say there is no reason why
he should provide for his family by
ingsurance or anything of that sort.
He would say to himself that he can
go right along and spend all the money
he wants to and when he dies there
will be plenty of money to take care
of his wife and children who will
receive a pensicn from the State of
Maine. 1 do not helieve that it is
advisable or reasonable that this
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lezislature should pass this act. I do
not believe there is any necessity for
it and I hope it will not be passed. I
make the motion that it be indefinitely
postponed.

Mr. THOMBS of Lincoln: Mr.
Speaker and gentlemen of the House,
I am sorry that a matter which T
consider of so great importance should
of necessity come so late in the ses-
gion for our consideration, and I am
sorry that just at this time at the end
of the forenoon session after you have
been sitting here so long this morn-
ing when I know you are not in a
mood to listen to further remarks,—I
am sorry that a matter which I con-

sider of so great impertance to the
State at large should have to Dbe
brought up just at this time. I do

feel, however, that it is my duty as
a member of the committe which
heard this matter to state to you some
ct the reasons, as briefly as I may,
why it seemed to the committee advis-
able to give this matter a favorable
report. The very fact, 1 think, with
a great many of us that this matter
comes in to us labeled as a mothers’
pengion bill prejudices it a little in
the public mind to begin with. [ think
the most of us rather look with sus-
picion upon the matter of pensions; I
certainly do. We know that in many
instances they are abused. I think it
goes without saying that in some in-
stances the United States Government
has been abused and misused in the
matter of pensions and undoubtedly any
pension system must meet such abuse.
I2ut I do wunt to call your attention,
gentlemen, to the fact that rather
than being a pension will this is a
matter which means much more to
the State and tn the families deprived

of their means of support and it
ought in all fairness to have some
other name.

The object of thig bill as I under-
stand it is to maintain in the State
the family intact after the head of the
family for some cause or another has
been removed. I do not believe that
there is any gentleman in this House
this morning who disagrees with the
proposition that it is desirable for the
widowed mother tc maintain in her
own household her own children. She
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is their natural guardian. She is the
one persnn in the world left who has
the greatest interest in their welfare,
in their upbringing and in their prop-
er teaching. Now, gentlemen, it seeius
to me that there can not be any
question abuut that part, and if that
is the ohject of the bill—and I take
it to be such—then it seems to me
that the only question for us to con-
sider further is whether the bill as
presented to us is a proper bill to ac-
complish such a benign purpose; and
I wish every gentleman in this House
had taken the time to study this mat-
ter thoroughly, but perhaps you have
not. I do not find time to study all
these matters that we must consider,
and I apprehend it is the same with
others. I do not krnow how I can pre-
sent this more concisely and bet-
ter than to go over with you brielly
some of the principal features of this
bill, and I will read parts of the bill
beginning with Section one:

“In svery city and town the Over-
seers of the Poor shall, subject to Llhe
provision lereinafter contained, ren-
der suitable and sdequate aid to any
mother residing in their city or fown

-with a dependent child or children un-

der the age of fifteen years,” and right
there I want to emphasize the fact
that this aid ceases at the age of fif-
teen years. Now I think there can-
not be any serious objection or ques-
tion in the mind of any gentleman
that up to that age the mother and
the child are entitled to, and should
have, some aid. The child up te that
time is not able to take care of itself,
of course. If it is forced to do so,
it must, of course, neglect its educa-
tion and be neglected in many ways.
Continuing: “who is in need of, and
desires.”” 1In the first instance there
must he the need, there must also be
the readiness on the part of the recip-
ient to take “such aid to enable her
to maintain herself and children in her
home and who is a fit person to bring
up her children.” Now I submit to
you gentlemen that I cannot see how
language can be brought together
which would more properly limit the
aid which in some instances it would
seem desirable to extend to this class
of person. First, it is for the young
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children, and then only if the mother
desires to receive it; and further she
must be a fit person to bring up her
family or she has no consideration.

In Section two: ‘“The amount of the
aid which shall’ be rendered by the
Overseers to such mother shall not
exceed the value of five dollars a
week, to a mother having bhut one
child, under the age of 15, and further
payment to the value of two dollars a
week for each additional child, pro-
vided that the total amount of wid
furnished to any one family shall not
exceed twelve dollars.”” I think it
is not necessary for me to comment
upon that section. I do not helieve
that any gentleman would duarrel
with the amount as therein fixed.

Now 1 want to show bhriefly some
of the safeguards that are thrown
arcund this matter under Secction

three:

“Any such mother needing and de-
giring such aid may apply therefor
personally or by letter to the State
Board of Charities and Corrections,
hereinaftcr called the Board. The
Toard shall thereupon cause the ap-
plicant to fill out and =sign an ap-
plication blank, or shali fill out the
same from information furnished by
the applicant and cause it to be sign-
ed by the latter, in which shall be
stated, first, the name of applicant,
and that of her husband, the time and
place of her mariage, and whether her
husband ig living or deceased; second,
the names and ages of her children;
third, her present residence and ad-
dress, the Jength of time she has been
a regident of this State, and where she
tas resided therein; fourth, the nature
and amount of any property possessed
by herself, her husband, if living,
and her children, and the extent and
gources of her income and theirs; fifth,
the names aund address of her near
relatives and those of her husband,
and of one or more persons to whom
reference may be made for informa-

tion:; sixth, a statement that the ap-
plicant will agree to employ all aid

received by her under this act =zolely
for the support of herself and her
children under the age of 15 years,
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and their
home.”

I want to emphasize the last section
wherein the mother is bound, if she
receives this aid, at the peril of hav-
ing it discontinued, to properly apply
it for the purposes for which it was
intended.

As to the manner in which the ap-
plication and aid was Igiven, it is
provided in Section four as fellows:
“When such application has been made
to the Board, it shall at once notify an
agent for the protection of children
within the county where the appli-
cant resideg, hy furnishing such agent
with a copy of said appiication blank
s0 filled out, and the Overseers of the
city or town where the applicant is
residing,” etc. That is, this investi-
@ation, as you will see by my read-
ing, must be conducted in the first
instance by twe independent agents,
the county agent, acting for the State
Boara of Charities, and the Overseers
of the Poor of the town; “and said
overseer and said agent shall there-
upon each promptly make careful in-
vegtization by personally interviewing
the mother in her home, looking up
her references, and pursuing such
other sources of information as are
available, for the purpose of deter-
mining, first, the truth of the state-
ments contained in her application:
second, whether she is a fit person to
bring up her children, and whether
the inmates and surrcundings of her
household are such as to render it
suitable for her children to reside at
home; third, whether, under all the

ircumstanceg, considering her own
resources and the ability of any mem-
Ler of her family to contribute o her
gupport and the possibility of com-
pelling contributions to he made for
that purpose hy any person under oh-
lization so to do,—such mother is in
need of aid under the provisions of
this act, and if so, in what amount.”
Now, gentlemen, T submit to 3ou,
what language, and what better pro-
tection, could you throw about the
dispensation of charity in worthy
cases? There are these two separate
investigating boards, and, if they dis-
agree over the merits of a case, it
must finally bhe referred, as is pro-

proper upbringing in her
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vided in a later section, to the State
Board of Charities. I say what fur-
ther, or what hetter protection could
you have for the money which ought
to go for charitable purposes? Have
you ever known of a better system
provided for attaining such an object?

Section five provides for making a
report upon the investigation to the
State Board of Charities, and their
recommendation; and the State Board,
if it finds upon the recommendations or
upon investigation that a person, or a
family, iz entitled to the aid it orders it
to ba paid. T want to emphasize the
last sentence of Section five, “and the
city or town shall thereupon pay the
same (referring to the aid) in wmoney
or its value to the applicant pursuant
to said deeision.”  Now we are told
by those who are interested in aund
familiar with this kind of work that,
in some instances, it is found inore
desirable to render aid to a family in
some other form than monrey: some-
times supplies, sometimes clothing,
sometinies bedding, somectimes taking
care of the rent may be desirable, and
it may he better that these matter be
taken care of by persons interested in
that work than by paying over the
money directly to any member of the
family. Now this bill further pro-
vides after these recommendations are
made and payments begun for a sys-
tem of oversight; and should there
be a failure upon the part of the
mother, with her children, to preperly
take care of the money which is given
her, then this aid may bhe taken awuay
upon the recommendation of those
same agents who investigated the
matter: or, if they arc unable to agree
after such an nvestigation is made,
Ty the State Board. There is some
criticism of this matter, T understand,
and T think the gentleman from Houl-

ton (Mr. Pierce) touched upocn that
peint.—that it may tend to extrava-
gance, Now let us see if there ure

any safeguards thrown about that mat~
ter in the bill we are cousidering; and
T call your attention to Bection eight:
“In uny case, when application for
2id hereunder is made by a mother
who has a husband living, who is
able by means of his property or
Jahor to contribvite to her support angd
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that of her children, but who wilfully
neglects or refuses so to do,. or who
has deserted nier and her children, it
shall be the duty of the overseers or
agent to whom such application is
made to make complaint to the proper
authoritics within their county, and
endeavor to compel such husband to
contribute te the support of his said
wife and children, under the provisions
of Chapter forty-two of the Public Laws
of 197" There, it seems to me, is a
safeguard. It is an attempt, ai least,
to meet the criticism advanced along
that line.

Passing along to section ten, I read:
“Any city or town rendering aid, un-
der the provisions of this act, shall be
reimbursed by the $tate for one-haif
of the amount given after approval ov
the Board and State Auditor of the
hills of said city or town for aid <o
rendered.” In the first instance, gen-
tlemen, you understand upon the order
of the State Board of Charities, th=2
aid paid by the town, and this pro-
vides for an equal division of the ex-
pense; so that the whole expense of
this matter is not coming upon the
State.

Now perhaps T have taken enougn
of your time in going over the pro-
visions of the bill, I hope that th»
gentlemen of the House have had time
to consider the matter. There is one
other thing that T want to call your
attention to, and 1 heg to differ with

is

the gentleman from Houlton in his
statement that the first law in this
direction was pasged in 1811. I am

informed that the first lJaw relating (o
thiz matter for the relief of destitute
mothers waws passed in 1809, Of courss

that is of no particular moment. In
1912 three states of this Union had
asdopted a iaw of this kind, And now,

zentlemen, to show how this matter
is  considered in our sister states!
Twenty-one states have a law of this
kind, We have hearq here for the
rast few days that we should not pay
any particular attention to what other
“tates are doing, unless their acts
would apply equally well in Maine; and
1 quite agree with that proposition. It
seems to me that it is immaterial what
sister states do unless our need is
plain for legistation; but I say to vou,
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gentlemen, that upon this particular
question I think that that matter
should have some consideration and
is entitled to some weight for the rea-
sonn that the needs of humanity are
just the same in every state of the
forty-cight that go to make up this
Cnion. The widowed mother in Cali-
fornia needs the aid just the same as
the widowed mother in Maine, and 1
say. to you that 1 think that is some
argument in favor of this proposition.

I want to say to vou further, gen-
tlemen, in all fairness that I think this
is an important matter. I believe that
perhaps you may not have had all the
opportunity you desire to study into
it; I am sorry that we have not hand
more time to consider it. I think it is
worthy of your serious consideration.
and 1 want to implore you here this
morning, bhecause undoubedlty many
of you may be here in succeeding leg-
islatures—I want to implore you, I say,
that you give this matter your earnest,
careful consideration, if this matter
fails of passage now, so that, if you
may be returned here, you may have
the matter in mind, and you may then
be able to decide it upon its merits.

Now, gentlemen, I do not wish to
abuse vour patience by dctaining you
here longer. 1 cannot say anything in
addition to what 1 have already said.
It seemg to me that this is a humane
act. Tt is an act designed primarily
to keep united the family, deprived of
its means of support; and it seems to
me that it is for the good of the state,
for the good of the nation, toc preserve
the family intact. We have heard that
cver since we were chiidren—that the
safety of the nation depends upon the
integrity of the family; and I believe,
gentlemen, that is one of the founda-
tions upon which our government us
placed. Gentlemen, I thank you for
your attention. I invite your earnest
consideration of this matter, and 1
trust that vour decision may be for the
best interests of the State and for the
people we are considering this morn-
ing. (Applause.)

Mr. PIERCE: Mr. Speaker, T wish
it perfectly understood by the mem-
bers of the House that T differ in no
single respect from the gentleman
from Lincoln (Mr. Thombs) in regard
1o the necessity of maintaining intact
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the family. He and 1 differ simply 1n
the respect of which is the proper
agent{ to supervise, conduct and con-
trol the aid of dependents. There arec
certain  institutions which, of neces-
sity, the State must look after. No
town is large enough to maintain an
insane asylum; no tlown is large
enough to maintain a great hospital
by itseif; no town is large enough to
maintain a home for the feeble-minded
of itself, or a State school for boys,
or an industrial school for girls, or a
reformatory for women. These insti-
tutions of mecessity must fall upon the
State, and must be maintained by the
State; but 1 firmly believe that, de-
spite everything that may be said in
favor of this bill, that the control of
these things should be in the local
municipalities where the officers kno.w
the people, know whether or no the
piteous tales of distress are frue,
whether or no the mother asking for
money is deserving. [ say that the
local municipalities are the proper
bodies to control these matters and
not the State. Now the gentleman
from Lincoln (Mr., Thombs) says that
this hill provides an adequate system
for the control of this matter. Now,
gentlemen, you can provide system,
your can fill the Revised Statutes with
systems; but the more system you
have, the more it costs to do your
work, and in many cases the less effi-
ciently it is done. T can see no rea-
son, and I have sufficient respect for
the municipal officers of this State to
believe that the needy mother who
should receive aid from those munici-
palities. will and does receive it. ]
I do not believe that in the small towns
of this State, where the pauper aid is
very small, that the town is too mean
or too stingy to aid the people whd
are poor. Likewise, in the large man-
ufacturing centers and large cities, I
have faith to believe that those man-
ufacturing centers and those large
cities are able and willing to look af-
ter their own dependents, and not put
the burden of that on the State. Now
money expended by the State as 2
whole is not so carefully guarded, is
not so efficiently done, as where it .3
done in the smaller places. The closer
you get vour control to the people who
pay for itf, to the people who know
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about it, the more efficiently it is done.
In my judgment—and 1 offer this in
all sincerity—you have a greater like-
lihood, if these matters are conducted
by local authorities, that the proper
people will receive the aid than it the
burden is on the State, with a lot Hf
assistanis traveling here, there and
everyviwhere,

who are oftentimes mucn
more interested in their monthly pav
c¢hecks than they are in the relief of
the needy and dependent. 1 believe
the local authorities are the proper
reople to look after this matter., In
this connection, and while on this
topic, T object to the word “pauper.’
[ do not bhelieve that word ever ought
to be in the Maine statute book. 1
helieve there should be a distinction
iretween the pecple who seek aid be-
cause they are lazy, shiftless an‘
drunkards and those who are really
poor and needy without special fauit
of their own. The only real difference
between this bill and a proper admin-
istration of our present law, except so
far as the word “pauper” is concerned,
ig that this bill takes this matter away
from the local control and puts it on
to the State. 1t does not seem to me
ihai such a shifting of the burden, of
the responsibility, from the local au-
thorities to the State, is a wise or a
prudent thing. The principle of local
self-government has been a cardinal
rule in New England ever since the
days lhe Pilgrims landed on Plymouth
Rock: and I see no need, gentlemen,
of abrogating it in this respect at this
time. (Applause.)

THIE SPEAKER: The question be-
fore the House is on the motion of the
gentleman from Houlton, Mr. Piercs,
that Senate Document No. 346 be in-
definitely postponed.

My, THOMBS: 1 ask for a division of
the House, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER: A division of the
House is called for. All those in favor
of the motion of the gentleman from
Houlton, Mr. Pierce, that Senate Docu-
ment No. 346 will be indefinitely postponed,
will rise and stand in their places until
counted. The monitors will return the

count.

A division being hadg,
afirmative and 26 in the negative,
the bill was indefinitely postponed.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays before
the House at this time House Document
403, An Act to fix the salaries of certain

84 voted in the
and
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public officers, which was acted upon here
yvesterday apparently in a hurry. There
was a Senate amendment on this bill
which was disregarded.

On motion by Mr. Higgins of Brewer
the ITouse reconsidered its vote whereby
House Document 403, An Act to fix the
salaries of certain public officers, was
passed to be engrossed.

On further motion by Mr. Higgins, Sen-
ate Amendment A was adopted in con-
currence.

On further motion by Mr. Higgins the
bill was passed to be engrossed as amend-
ed.

Mr. GREENLEAF of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, before we adjourn I would like
to take up Senate Document 392, An Act
relative to the taxation of morigages
on real estate in savings banks, tabled
by myself yesterday. The pending ques-
tion is the third reading, and I move
that it have its third reading.

Mr. PLUMMER of Lisbon: Mr. Speak-
er, 1 desire to offer an amendment to that
biil. If there is to be a session this aft-
ernoon I would be prepared at that time.

On motion by Mr. Plummer the bill
was re-tabled until the afternoon ses-
sion.

Cn motion by Mr. Higgins of Brewer,

The House voted to take a recess until
? F. M.

After Recess

Mr. PIERCE of THoulton: Mr.
Speaker, T move that we take up at
this time Senate Doc. 311, bill, An Act
to extend and enlarge the powers of
the Limerick Water and Electric
Company. By an error the original re-
port of the committee on judiciary
was never accepted, and the bill was
recommitted to the committee by the
House without concurrence on the
part of the Senate. An Amendment
was agreed upon, and I would now
move that we reconsider the vote
whereby this bill was recommitted to
the committee.

The motion was agreed to.

On further motion by Mr, Pierce the
report of the committee was accept-
od .

The bill then received its
second readings.

Mr. Pierce then
Amendment A to amend

first and

offered House
by adding
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thereto the following: “‘and providing
further that said consolidation of the
Hiram Water, Light and Power Com-
pany shall not be authorized until
said Hiram Water, Light and Power
Company shall have established actu-
al service in the town of Baldwin and
in the villages of Hiram and East
Hiram in said town of Baldwin.”

The amendment was adopted.

On further motion by Mr. Pierce, the
rules were suspended and the bill re-
ceived its third reading and was pass-
ed te be engrossed as amended.

At this point the Senate came
and a joint convention was formed.

in

In Convention

(The President of the Senate in the
Chair.)

The CHAIRMAN: The secretary of
the convention will read the joint or-
der under which this joint convention
has been convened.

(The secretary then read the or-
der under which the convention was
formed.)

Mr. HIGGINS of Brewer: Mr. Chair-
man, I move that His Iixcellency, the
Governor, and the Executive Council
be invited to be present at this joint
convention.

The motion was agreed to.

The chairman thereupon appointed
the gentleman from Brewer, Mr. Hig-
gins, as a committee to wait upon His
Excellency, the Governor, and the
Executive Council, and invite them to
he present at the joint convention.

Subsequently Mr. Higgins reported
that he had performed the duty with
which he was charged.

Thereupon the Governor, attended
by the Executive Council, came in and
were given seats in the joint conven-
tion.

The CHAIRMAN: Members of
joint convention, we have been conven-
ed for the purpose of listening to an ad-
dress by the Honorable Benjamin F.
{leaves, Chairman of the Public Utilities
Commission of Maine, who by his in-
vestigation and work on the TUtilities
Commission, and by his experience and
nbservation in regard to the bill pending
hefore this Legislature, and in regard to
of the Boston and

the

the 1reorganization
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Maine Railroad syvstem, is fitted to ad-
dress us upon the subject and to give
to us the information we desire for
proper legislation.

2eing in what we might almost call
a committee of the whole Legislature,
we hopa cach member will give him the

attention he deserves, and from it we
know we shall gather what we need
for ovr committee.

T have the great nleasure and honor

of presenting tc yon thz Honorable Benj.
F. Cleaves, who will now address yvou.
Long and continued applause).

JUDGE CLEAVES: Your xcellency,
the Governor, the Council, and gentle-
men of this Legislature:

T wish that someone else had the task
to perform which by your invitation,
which is almost a direction, becomes
mine at this time. 1 realize, as vou do,
the exceeding importance of first, the
proposition of any legislation, whether
it is necessary or otherwise; and next
what form that legislation shall take.

I don’t think that any member of this

body may feel the slightest concern if,
having read the Dbill originally intro-
duced by the trustees, and later the

document which the Utilitles Commission
presented to your committee for consid-
eration, he finds himself in a position
where he doesn’t understand fully, or
perhaps even to an indefinite extent,
the meaning, the merit, and the scope
of this bill. I Jdon’t care how brilliant
a man may be, what may have been
s professional or business experience,
unless he has been intimately associated
in the management and practical opera-

tion—ineluding its financial details—
with some large railroad corporation
matters, the matters in this bill have

been entirely beyond his experience, and
hence he has nothing to apply from his
experience and from his investigations
to the situation that exists,

‘Two weeks ago, after this bill had been
introduced, and after a long hearing
had lieen had, upon the original meas-
ure, -vour ‘Railroad Committee asked
the Utilities Comniission certain ques-
tiong, anl we sat down to prepare an
answer to them as best we could. Before
we had got very far upon that service,
we found that the Legislatures of New
Hampshire and Massachusetts had asked
their commissions similar guestions, and

in Massachusetts the number had heen



LEGISLATIVE

broadened out to something like thirty,
and in one of the questions asked the
Massachusetts (Commission the intima-
tion was uite strong that before an-
swering them the Massachusetts Com-
mission had better consult with the
Commission of the other three states,
Vermont also having a  similar  Dbilt
pending before its Legislature.

In response to an invitation from
Public Service Commission of
chusetts, the Chairman of the Utilities
Commission went to Massachusetts, and
there entered into a conference with the
fuil Massachusetts Commission, and with
the full New Hampshire Commission,
and my regret was that the duties at
the present time of the other membirs
of the Maine Commission required their
presence hore in Augusta.

We spent five days of that week and
a considerable portion of several of the
nights in attempting to rve-draft a bill
The conference lasted three dayvs, anid
then a sub-committee, consisting of Mr.
Jastman of the Massachusetts Commis-
sion, Mr, Benton of the New Hampshirc
Commission, and myself, were appointed
to draft a bill in accordance with what
was understood to have been the agree-
ments entered into through the full con-
lerence. This bLill has been printed, and
is Senate Document No. 397, and
what had at that time been agreed
on by the three commissions, with
exeeption that certain members of
Massachusetts Commission rescrved the
right to place something in their bill
with reference to the Hampden Railroad
propositien. and 1 have no doubt when
they introduced that into the 1rcport
which the Massachusetts Commission
made to the Legislative committee of
Massachusetts that four out of five of
the members recommended a section
with reference to the Hampden Railroad
proposition, but Mr. Fastman, the Com-
missioner who was appointed upon the
sub-committes, and who acied with the
other two, tonk an opposite view, and
his position was that there was nothing
in the Hampden Railroad propusition
which it was nercessary to place in any
legislation, hecause the Hampden Rail-
road wasn't one of the subsidiary com-
panies of the Poston & Maine Railrnad
system. it had never been recognized ag
such, and if either the old corporation
after it was organized. or the cor-

the
Massa-

was
up-
the
the

neaw
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poration after it had perfected its re-
organization, felt  that the Hampden

Railroad was necessary for its purposes
and uses, there would be ample author-
ity under the general laws of each of
the threoe stiates to permit the old or the
new corporatien to take such action as
would enable it to use the Hampden
Railroad, either by lease or operating
coniract o1 prrehase. or if the general
laws were not sufficient in that regard,
and specinl legislation were neceded, it
would be far better to have that in the

form of a separate special act than to
have the Hampden railroad situation
injected into any ol the bills in the
three states.

That was the position of Mr. Eastman,
and with that position Mr. Benton of
New Hampshire and myself were in com-
plete accord, and I am at this time in com-
plete accord. I don’t think, and I cannot
recommend to you, that there is any ne-
cessity of any mention of the Hampden
Railroad proposition in this particular
bill. If you become convinced that the
general law of the State of Maine is not
sufficient to enable the old or the new
corporation to do the things which may
be necessary and to which I have refer-
red, and special legislation is necessary
I should think it better be in the form of
a separate special act than to appear
anywhere in this bill, which deals entire-
ly with the re-organization of the Boston
& Maine and its subsidiary companies.

When the sub-committee went to work,
we took and—I have no doubt that in some
instances more than twenty-five times—
re-wrote every section of the twenty in
the bill, which is printed and is betore
you. We realized that in the mnew bill
some sort of enabling legislation was nec-
essary in order to permit the Boston &
Maine Railroad to re-habilitate itself. I
am aware that there may be and are dif-
ference of opinion upon the matter, in the
hearings which have been had here and
in Massachusetts, and in New Hamp-
shire; and no longer ago than yesterday
Mr. Crooker—and some others agree with
him—claimed that the Boston & Maine
needed no enabling legislation, and the
ground upon which 1 understand the
claim to have been made is that the pres-
ent prospects and the immediate future
prospects of the Boston & Maine Railroad
are such that, that in and of itself, will
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enable the existing corporation to carry
out its purposes without a receivership, or
without any other untoward circum-
stances.

But I am not convinced that with $18,-
000,000 in short time notes, which have
been extended from March 2 to Septem-
ber 1 only, notes which the trustees in
the utmost good faith say to us cannot
be further extended, so that upon tne
first day of September this year there
will come due that large amount of notes,
if they cannot be extended, then I ask
you to consider where the Boston &
Maine Railroad is going to get the money
or the other means to pay those notes?

We all know what the present credit of
the Boston and Maine Railroad is. It
must in some way, if these notes are to
be paid when due and cannot be extend-
ed, raise that sum of money, and there
is only one way that we know of In
which they can do it, and that a large
issue of bonds, which must necessarily, if
sold at all, be sold at an exceedingly low
price. putting an extraordinary burden
upon the stockholders of the Boston &
Maine Railroad, and deferring for many
yvears to come their final payment, and
postponing surely any return to the com-
mon stockholders during that period.

So I start with the proposition, which
to me is perfectly clear, that there musi
be some kind of enabling legislation in
order to keep the Boston & Maine Rail-
road out of a receivership.

Now as to whether that receivership is
or is not desirable, I don’t think I need
to say anything to you. Your judgment
relative to that would be fully as good as
mine. If, however, a majority of you are
convinced that a receivership is not good,
either for the Boston & Maine or any
other business institution, then we come
immediately to the proposition of what
kind of enabling legislation
able and neccessary.

The trustees have expressed a hope
that the re-organization may be perfect-
ed under the old or present corporation
and with that idea in mind they put into
their bill three or four sections— which
is seven in the bill before you—under
which they provided or tried to provide,
machinery for the reorganization of the
old corporation. The bill is before you,
and by the way the emergency clause
which has been upon one of the documents

is reason-
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in our judgment mnow will necessarily
have to be stricken out, and this meas-
ure cannot become a law, in whatever
form passed, until ninety days after the
adjournment of the legislature.

Section one of the bill was intended
by the three commigsions to provide a
manner in which the 3eston & Maine
Railroad might be consolidated with
its or 24 subsidiary companies. 1
think that the language of that sce-
tiorr is so absolutely clear that any
explanation which 1 might atienipt
would be simply a reading of that
perfectly cledr labguage. 1In a word,
it provides that the old company may
buy or consolidate in the manner set
forth 1n that section its subsidiery
companies.

Down in lines 19, 20 and 21, comes
an objection which the trustees, in a
very full and frank conference which
they had with us yesterday, and
which was continued again this morn-
ing, made to ns, and which Mr. Cook
and Mr. Day touched upon in the
hearing before the railroad committee
vesterday. It relates to this particular
language:

“At meetings particularly notified
and called for the purpose by a vote
of twao-thirds in interest of the stock-
holders

)

of each of the contracting
corporations.”
That of course necessarily means

that not only should there be a two-
thirds vote of the Boston & Maine
stockhelders—two-thirds in interest—
but there must be two-thirds of each
one of the subsidiary companies, rep-
resenting a two-thirds vote of all the
stock outstanding.

Now the trustees feel, and upon con-
sideraticn we agree with them, that
so far as the subsidiary companies
are concerned, if at any meeting there
is 2 two-thirds interest represented,
and a vote taken which represents a
majority of the outstanding stock of
these subsidiary companies that
ought to be sufficient; and you will
see in a2 moment why the situation of
the old Boston & Maine stockholders

and that of the subsidiary Ilines is
materially different.

The New Haven holdings in the
Boston & Maine amount to between

51 and 52 per cent., so thal in one
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bloek, and in the hands of one inter-
egt, there exists more than a major-
itx ol the stock, and hence it would
e manifestly unfair to the common
stockholders to have simply a ma-
jority vote upon this proposition, be-
causce the trustees would at any mo-
ment have for voting purposes o Ma-
jority of that stock; so the two-thirds
in interest, so far as the Doston &
Maine is concerned, should stand; Dbut
so far as the subsidiary iines are con-
cerned, it doesn't seem fair to us,
and I think that should be changed i
accordance with the new draft which
will he submitted to your railroad
committee, and through that commit-
tee to you, so that the subsidiary com-
panies, when they marshal at a mecet-
ing two-thirds of the stock in interest.
if the vote represents a majority of
the stock-——that that should be suifi-
cient to permit that subsidiary line
to vote for the sale or consolidation.
So that in the new draft there will he
a change so far as the subsidiary lines
are concernecd in that respect.

That is the only change that will Le
made. Yeu will notice, after glancing
at the top of page three, that upon
this consolidation any debts which
either the Boston & Maine Ralilroad
has against ite subsidiary companies,
or any claim which any subsidiary has
against the Boston & Maine, are alb-
solutely canceled and wiped out when

the consolidation takes place, which
feaves mnothing hanging in that re-
spect, and you will also notice that

the whole of that scheme, except the
matter of consolidation—which s
properly left to the stockholders of
the Boston & Maine and the subsid-
iary lines—all that follows after is
subject to the approval of the Tublic
[Ttilities Commission.

New while I think of it there
seems to have been originaliy, when
the trustees' hill was put in, some

misapprehension as to the standing of
the Maine Commission under the pro-
visions of the bill which permitted
joint conferences and joint hearings.
The Maine Commission has an abso-
lute veto, in every one of these mat-
ters, upon the other two commissions,
so that if at any time a proposition
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is made or anything is attempred
which doesn't seem to the Maine Com-
mission to bhe cquitable, or in the in-
terests, fairly and decently consider-
ed. of the State of Maine, the Com-
mission can veto anything that is at-
rempied 1o bhe done by the Commis-
siens of the other two states.

Section 2 provides the means by which
the Boston & Maine, the old company,
may pay the stockholders of these sub-
sidiary lines that come into the consoli-
dation., T think the language of that sec-
tion is so perfectly plain that there is no
necessity of my calling your attention to
any particular thing except that the se-
curities which are to be issued, if any,
and there necessarily will have to be se-
curities to pay these subsidiary line
stockholders, the amount and character
of all such securities is under the super-
vision of the Public Utilities Commission.

Section 3 relates to the amount of the
capital stock which can be issued by the
Boston & Maine Railroad. Of course,
there will have to be more stock, more
securities, issued by the Boston & Maine
Railroad, if they are going to buy the
sixty million dollar proposition which is
involved in the leased line securities of
the companies, than the Boston & Maine
already has outstanding.

But this section provides that in no
event and under no circumstances shall
the amount of securities so issued or au-
thorized to be issued exceed the aggre-
gate amount of the capital of the Boston
& Maine Railroad oustanding and the ag-
gregate capital of the leased or subsid-
jiary lines outstanding, and it excludes
from that amount any stock of any of the
leased lines which the Boston & Maine
Railroad now owns. If any gentleman
of this legislature can think of any lan-
guage which more definitely fixes the out-
side limit of the capital stock, or places
any greater restriction upon the old cor-
poration in the issue of securities in buy-
ing these leased lines, then surely the
Public Utilities Commission will be very
glad to have you put that language in
for the purpose of that section. We spent
a great deal of time upon it to limit and
fix the outside capital stock of this cor-
poration, after it had purchased the sub-
sidiary lines, and so that it should not be
greater than decent and permissible, not
only under the law, but under all the
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circumstances that surrounded the tran-
saction.

Before I go to Section 4 I want to call
your attention first to an additional sec-
tion, either to be numbered four or to be
in addition to section 3. I think you will
agree that if there is to be a reorganiza-
tion of the Boston & Maine Railroad by
the old company, by virtue of which the
leased lines, some of which they admit-
tedly, and most of which undoubtedly
have received as compensation a greater
sum than the Boston & Maine Railroad
could afford to payv, and in most instances
a greater sum than was reasonable ‘n
view of all the circumstances; if these
leased line stockholders are going to give
up their contract or forego the provisions
of their leases, they have got to have
something offered to them to do it whicn
shall be added to the fear of a receiver-
ship. 1 believe in stating the 1natter
frankly, that the leased lines stockhold-
ers fear the receivership as much as the
old stockholders of the Boston & Maine.

If the Boston & Maine common stock-
holders have to give up something in or-

der for the leased lines stockholders to
give up something, and thus form the

consolidated corporation in which the
stock holders of the leased lines will have

an interest in the form of security of
some sort, which may or may not bring
in return, and to get them to forego a
practically sure thing in the form of a
lease or contract, the common stockhold-
ers in their yielding something, can only
do so by in seme form paying an assess-
ment. I think everyone agrees that the
common stock holders in the Boston &
Maine Railroad, no matter how hard it
may be, and no matter how hard they
have already been treated and no matter
how long it may postpone a rehabilitation
of their stock in value, if it is to retain
any value whatever, they have got to
vield something in the form of some kind
of an assessment.

There was presented by Mr. George W.
Anderson, yesterddy, who is tne attor-
ney who represented and is representing
the Masachusetts Public Utilities Com-
mission, and an attorney who worked
with the sub-committee during the six or
eight days we worked in all—and in many
instances whose language is now in the
documents which you are considering—he
sent this additional section, and it will be
before you later, and T will only take a
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moment in explaining its purport. It
was conceived as a means of some kind
of assessment, by reason of the fact that
not long ago the Massachusetts Supreme
Court in a case before it determined that
this particular form of assessment was
valid. A business institution which had
eight thousand common shares and one
thousand preferred shares found itself
in serious difficulties. The stockholders
got together and voted to reduce the
amount of common stock from eight
thousand to one thousand shares, and
then voted to increase the amount of the
preferred stock from one thousand to
three thousand shares. Thus leaving two
thousand shares of preferred stock to be
sold in order that the money might be
brought in and the business saved.

The Court held that if the transaction
was in good faith and necessarily in the
interest of the company that the minority
stock holders could not complain even al-
though they went into Court on the equi-
ty side.

Section four has been suggested by
Mr. Anderson for practically that situ-
ation, It provides that the stockhold-
ers may vote to reduce the amount of
their capital stock. In considering this
section bear in mind that these stock-
holders that are doing it, and that the
number of votes necessary, does iiot
place it in the hands of the trustees
who hold more than a majority of
the stock. That has been safeguard-
ed. They wvote to reduce their
capital stock, say 50 per cent.;
they issue preferred stock to the
amount of that reduction, and they
issue an amount of secondary, com-
mon stock, also equal to that reduc-
tion, with the provision that the com-
mon stockholders of the Boston &
Maine Railroad, as well as the pre-
ferred stockholders may subscribe for
the new preferred stock, and the pay-
mert will be in cash and that would
furnish a considerable quantity of
new money to assist in paying the
debts, and each subscriber will have
his proportionate amount of second-
ary common stock. So that each per-
son who wishes to huy this preferred
stock, which will have not exceeding
a 6 per cent dividend, may alsn re-
ceive a sufficient amount of the com-
mon stack, so that his holding, a0 far
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as number is concerned, is the same,
although the dividend if any, which
he gets on the secondary stock must
be postponed to a time when it is
hoped the Beston & Maine Railrvad
will again be a successful Lusiness
corporation, and when the secondary
common stock will then be receiving
a portion at least of the earnings.

That is a form of assessment of
commoen stockholders. It does not ne-
cessitate the payment by them of any
money. Their rights to subscribe for
preferred stock will be assignable, and
and if of any value they may be sold
and thus get a bonus of the secondary
common stock. But in no event can
the directors compel any common
stockholder to pay any money in the
form of an assegsment. That seems
to be, if an assessment is necessary.
that seems to be the most decent way
of making that assessment.

Section four as at present written
provides for modifications or renewals
of the existing lease and operating
contracts. Of course that would abso-
Iutely be necessary, because it may he
that some of the leased line stockhold-
ers would not agree—some of the
leazed lines might not care to abhso-
tutely give up their leases and abro-
gate their contracts and take stock
of the Beston & Maine. They might
prefer (o make a new trade, although
they got a lesser amount. And you
can see how essential it must bhe if
the Boston & Maince is really to con-
tinue and he prosperous as a svstem,
it must nave virtually all the constit-
uent elements. And if o subsidiary
line is to be found that did not see
fit to give up its lease or operating
contract and take stock, then the al-
ternaiive would be to permit the Bos-
ton & Maine Railroad to make a new
operating contract or a new lease, but
in no case should they call for a
higher rental or greater recturn than
the subsidiary company now receives.

Section five was written simply for
this purpose. We didn’t know what
might be done in Vermont. The Ver-
mont Public Service CCommission didn’t

mect with us in conference, and we
didn’t know whether there would be
any legislation in  Vermont or not.
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Some of the subsidiary companies
were organized under the laws of the
state of Vermont; some of them were

organized under the laws of New
York: and one, 1 understand, under

the laws of the Dominion of Canada;
and it was necessary, to cnahle the
Boston & Maine to make similar sorts
of irades with these corporations so
organized, and you will see that in
each instance each one of those con-
tracts is made absolutely under the
control of the Public Utilities Com-
nission.

Now gection will appear hefore
yvou in the form of a new draft for
your consideration, and I think it is
an important section, and ought to re-
ceive some consideration. As the sec-
tion now stands, it provides for the
funding of the floating debt of the
Bosion & DMaine Railroad, which, as
[ am tcold, and it was stated here yes-
terday, is at the present time some-
thing hike $18,000,000. Necessarily that
debt, which is largely and almost en-
tirely in the form of notes maturing
in the early part of September, must
be taken care of, and it was thought,
and I still think, that it would be nec-
emsary to refund that by the issue of
cither stocks or bonds, or perhaps
botti. The Boston & Maine Railroad
has also a deficit, which on the 30th
day of June last, when they made
their annual report, amounted to three
million, threes hundred and fiftyv-one
thousand and some odd dollars. Mr.
Day very frankly stated yesterday,
in the hearing bhefore the railroad
committee, that that deficit, by the
time this act should take effect, would
probably he ore million dollars more
than that.
that it

sIx

o is safe to say ihat the de-
the & Maine Railroasd
the thirteenth day of June next, will
e frem four and a quarter to four and
a halr millions. On the bhooks of the
Roston & Maine they carry a premium
accornt of six and a half millions, by
reason ot the railroad selling its stock
under the peculiar laws of Massachu-
setts, which require it to be sold at a
certain figure, rather than at the mar-
ket price: and there goes into the treas-
ury the accumulation of money
ceived over and above what the

O

Boston
N

SO
market

re-
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value of the
was sold.
Now the proposition is that instead of
amortizing—or in plain language, kill-
ing—this deficit, to fund it by giving
bonds. Perhaps I had better explain
that just a little bit as it now stands.
The section as it now stands provides
that this deficit may be funded, and I
don’t need to say to you that that isn't
a gnod husiness proposition, and that
if it weren't for this extraordinary sit-
uation in- New England these days there
are lots of things that wouldn’t appear
in any bill submitted to any legislature.
And it isn’t good judgment to fund a
dcficit. This act provides for the fund-
ing of that deficit, and provides also
that that deficit shall be gradually amor-
tized. or put out of existence, so that
it won’t continue to exist as a debt
which shall be at all times owing; and
it is estimated that that of itself might

stock was at the time it

pestpone a  dividend on the common
stock for two years.
Now the section which will be sub-

mitted provides that that Geficit—or so
much as shall exist on June 30 of this
vear—shall be charged off on ihe books
against the premium account, which now
is six and a half millions and a little
more, so that as a matter of bhook-
keeping—and the matter is entirely one
of book-keeping; I had pretty hard work
to believe it, but Mr. Skelton iz author-
ity for it, and I iind he is backed up
by a great many other people—as a mat-
ter of bock-keeping the deficit is entively
an asset: and the suggestion is that
instead of capitalizing that deficit in
the form of stocks or bonds that that
deficit shall be charged off against so
much ¢l the premium account—four and
a half millions of deficit against four
and a half millions of the premium ac-
count. and no stocks or bonds whatever
issued against that; so that when it
comes to refund the debts of the Bos-
ton & Maine Railroad, instead of it
being eighteen million to refund it will
be something like fourteen million upon
which interest must be paid, and the
postponing of the return to the com-
mon stockholders thus longer delayed.
Section seven simply provides that if
the old Boston & Maine Railroad does
briag about its re-organization by itself
within the period of a year, the bpre-
ceding sections are of no effect, unless
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the railroad shall have progressed so
far that in the judgment of the Public
Utilities Commission it would Dbe wise
to permit them to continue for a yea:r
lenger.

Now all of the other sections reiate
to a new corporation, and section ‘eight
simply provides a method by whieh that
new corporation may first come into ex-
istence. Section nine states what the
certificate to Dbe fited in the office ot
the Secrctary of State shall set torth,
Section ten provides still further machin-
ery for the coming into existence of the
new corporation.

Now we come to section eleven, and I
suppose that sections eleven, twelve and
thirteen will be the most important mat-
ters that you have to consider.

I passed rather an uncomfortable fore-
noon, because the trustees, who are men
of ability and integrity, versed, some of
them, in railroad affairs, all of them hav-
ing broad and accurate knowledge with
reference to financial affairs in the mat-
ter of the financing of propositions of
this sort, violently disagreed with the
commissions of three states, and when
men of that sort come to you and tell
you wherein they think that in attempt-
ing to formulate legislation which shall
be of benefit to this crippled corporation
you are actually putting trigs in the way
of its becoming of any benefit whatever,
I am in a frame of mind where I am
willing to stop and think it over; and up-
on sections 11, 12, and 13, I don’t think T
ought to be asked to give you any opin-
ion.

I do feel, however, that I should state
to you the reasons why the trustees thinis
there should be very material and very
important changes made in these mat-
ters, and also give to you the reasons
which appeal to the commissions of these
three states why those should be in
there, and I don’t think I can better tell
you what the position of the trustees is
than by reading to you from a document
prepared by them and submitted to the
Massachusetts legislative committee yes-
terday afternoon in the hearing which
was going on there.

With reference to Sections 11, 12, and 13,
permit me to say before I read this that
these sections provide that before any se-
curities can be issued by the new corpor-
ation, and before any contract with any
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subsidiary or with the Boston & Maine
Railroad, which will then be an old cor-
poration, and not to be re-organized un-
der the first sections of the bill—before
any of those things can be done, the
trustees, or those new directors which
will come into existence under sections
eight, nine and ten, must submit to the
Public Utilities Commissions in the three
states as complete a plan for their re-
organization as possible.

Our idea was that they should go tuv
each of the subsidiary lines and find out
what they could do with them. They
should meet with the directors and have a
corporate meeting of the Boston & Maine
stockholders. They should make tenta-
tive or contingent contracts with these
subsidiary lines, but nothing that should
be absolutely final and binding until that
plan, practically completed, had been
formulated by the directors and submit-
ted to the Public TUtilities Commissions
sitting Jointly in the three states; to
make sure that the draft were consistent
with the public interests, and in all re-
spects conformable to the law of the
three states; believing, as was stated by
one of the Commissioners, that, no mat-
ter how eminent, no matter how honor-
able, no matter how able any men or set
of men might be, that it was the duty
of your commissioners to see that not even
in the hands of these good men should
be placed the authority and power to
bring about and accomplish any of the
things which have resulted during the
mismanagement of the Boston & Maine
Railroad during the last few years; that
it was better to safeguard every one of
these propositions well than to trust even
so eminent men as these five trustees
with unlimited power.

Now that was the position of the three
Commissions. It was not dissented fron
by any member of the three Commissions,
and it received at the time it was put
into this bill the somewhat reluctant as-
sent of Mr. Anderson, who said that the
trustees felt they were handicapped too
much, and couldn’t get out under that
sort of a scheme and perfect a re-organi-
zation. Now I understand these to be
the reasons they say they cannot work
under the bill as it stands:

“If a new corporation is formed noth-
ing can Dbe done to hind anybody until
after an elaborate plan has been formed,
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‘complete’ so far as practicable in every
detail effecting any of the numerous
corporations, and as to all pecuniary
matters, and all rights and proceedings.
affecting stockholders in the Boston &
Maine Railroad and stockholders of the
new corporation, as well as stockholders
of all the subsidiary corporations. A
public hearing must be given upon this
plan, and it must be approved in its
details before anything can Dbe done
mith any legal effect in any matter
included in it After action by the

Public Serwvice Commission protracted
appeals are open to parties under the
statutes and would be likely to be taken.
Such a plan that would have any value
could never be formed, until it was
ascertained what the various parties in-
terested would do. Nobody could make
a hinding agreement to do anvthing.
To be able to form an opinion approx-
imatcly that would include all parties
would be likely to he an impossibility.
Tc do anything of account in that direc-
tion would probably take many months.

“In the absence of any right to make
bindinz contracts as to matters involved
in the plan, financial arrangement for
a distant future would be well nigh im-
nossible. and in this and other particu-
lars the proposed scheme would seem
likely to prove utterly impracticable.

“In onur judgment, it is more than
pronable that no reorganization of the
Boston & Maine system can ever Dbe
effected under the obstructive provisions
of this bill as it is now presented.

“The trustees are of opinion that
the bill should be amended by permitting
a majority of the stockliolders in the
several corporations to rule in determin-
ing 'what contracts should be made, in-
gtead of leaving one-third in control
They are of opinion that the corpora-
tions should be permitted to contract
with one another in such matters as
the determination of prices and the na-
ture of their mutual relations and the
distribution of joint earnings, without
Leing made subject to the control of a
public senvice commission @as ‘to the
terms of their contract—much more
without being obliged to obtain the ap-
proval of their contracts by three public
service commissions. The trustees also
believe that these several corporaticns
ghould be permitted without obtaining
previous approval of a definite plan, to
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g0 on and make binding contracts with
one another for the operation of their
respective railroads as parts ofi one
system, subject to no other conditions
than a requirement that they satisfy the
public service commission that their
several contracts and their reorganiza-
tion are within the authority of the act,
whizh  should allow such proper con-
tracts by mutual arrangement with a
view to the perpetuation of the sys-
tent.”

T understand that one of the principal
things whieh they say they cannot do,
the trustees, under this bill as it exists.
is to tinance the organization scheme.
I argued with Mr. Cook and Mr. Day
vesterday morning along these lines; [
asked them if these provisions in Sec-
tions 11, 12, 13 were mnot in the bill
and they had a perfectly free hand
to go out and make their contracts with
the supsidiary lines, if first they would
close them definitely and finally in con-

tracting with anyone of these
companies until they could find
what they could do -aith all the

rest. and if they could tell how much
they had got te raise to finance the
new corporation until they had found
out how much they had got to pay the
subsidiary lines. You can readily see
why that was argued. Because, if it be
true that no under-writing concern
could tell how much they had got to
raise until they knew how much they
hac got to pay, then it may be you
will conclude that these safeguards
whereby they must bring in a prac-
tically complete plan, do not in rela-
tion to the finances put any greater
burden on the trustees, than the un-
hampered opportunity to go out and
make the same kind of contracts with
the same kind of people. They also say,
as I understand them, that there would
be extensive appeals. I apprehend that
any bright attorney could find any
number of ways of holding up a re-
organization by the new corporation
with the old and with the subsidiary
lines, if the plan or the contract, or
the treatment which the new company
was giving to the old and the subsid-
jary lines, was of such a character as
to cause protest by any substantial
minority that might be affected.

So that T cannot see why the right
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of appeal that may be given in Sec-
tions 12 and 13 would cause any
greater delay or more onerous bur-
dens than would the rights of the mi-
nority stockholders to protest and in-
terfere if the trustees had a free hand.

The trusteeg say that it would ne-
cessitate very many lengthy hearings.
T can say only in answer to that, that
it is my personal belief that if your
Public Service Commission has to
stay for six months and listen to
more or less nonsense during that
time, and in the end bring about a
decent, fair and reasonable reorgan-
ization of the Boston & Maine Rail-
road system, it is far better that the
reorganization should be postponed
for six month and your commission
meet during that time than that the
re-organization should he so hastily
attempted that the future usefulness
and prosperity of the Boston & Maine
should be limited as a result of haste
or something worse. I simply state
that for your consideration.

"assing over Sections 11, 12 and 13,
which T think I have practically cov-
ered, and given you a fairly as I can
what I understand to be the objections
of the trustees to the provisions of
those sections, I go to Section 14 which
merely provides the extent of the life
of the new company in case it does
not bring about re-organization. Tt
provides that if the new corporation
is not able to bring about a re-organ-

ization within two years then its life
as a corporation ceases.
Section 15 provides what may be

done, if, in spite of everything, the
Boston & Maine goes mto the hands
of a receiver. Of course you under-
stand even though a re-organization
is attempted; even though it may be
nearly perfected, even though the new
corporation has gone, however far, in
carrying out its plans, a receivership
may e had. Section 15 provides that
if there is a receiver and a receiver-
ship that the new corporation may
purchase the franchises and property,
and whatever the receiver has to sell,
and to that property so purchased at-
taches the powers, responsibilities and
duties of the new corporation as de-
fined in this act.
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provides for the minority
and that of course is abso-
lutely essential. Section 16 is practically
a statement of five or six sections of
Chapter Torty-seven of our Revised Stat-

Section 16
stockholder,

utes, except that it gives the minority
stockholder three months in which to

perfect his dissent, instead of only one,
as our statute now provides.

That gives to any minority stockholder
of the Boston & Maine Railroad, or any
of its subsidiary companies, who votes in
the negative upon any scheme of consoli-
dation or any scheme of taking away his
property and transfer it to someonc else,

an opportunity to start proceedings so
that his stock shall be valuad by a court,

and that value so found shall be paid to
him in money.

‘While on the question of the minority
stockholder, 1 want to go bhack for just
a moment to Sections 11, 12 and 13 of the

plan or scheme, and the answer of the
trustees, and give you this thought to

take away with you. TUnless the direct-
ors of the new corporation can go out to
the subsidiary lines and make so fair a
proposition and so decent o trade that
there will be only a very small minority
dissatisftied, and come in and have their
stock valued, is it to be expected thal
the re-organization would go through?
Because in this section which I have just
discussed it gives to the minority stock-
holders the right to have their stock val-

ued. If there should be, for instance, ap-
proximately omne-third of these minority
stockholders refuse to come in, that

means that, the subsidiary lines having
a capitalization of sixty millions, that
would represent a value of approximate-
ly twenty millions that would have to be
valued, and whatever it was valued at
would have to be paid in money—prob-
ably not that sum—and the Boston &
Maine stockholders—the capitalization is
forty-two and a half millions, and one-
third of that would be fourteen millions,
with perhaps a value of one-third or less
put upon that, which would necessitate,
in my judgment, the raising of so much
money to be paid to minority stockhold-
ers that it would be practically prohibit-
ive, and that thing of itself would pre-
vent the re-organization.

Section seventeen simply provides that
in all matters under the bill there shall

—FHOUSE, MARCI 26. 1121
be joint hearings—joint taking of testi-
mony and joint conferences—between the
three states.

Section eighteen—I1 don't know but very
littie about that. That was written in
Massachusetts and submitted to the
Massachusetts Bank Examiner, has pass-
ed under the scrutiny of Mr. Skelton of
our Commigsion, who was a former Bank
Examiner, and 1 understand from him
Wwas submitted to the present Bank Ex-
aminer who makes no suggestion of
change, and as you will see simply, in
my judgment, gives to Boston & Maine
stock or any savings bank a certain
standing until January 1, 1918, and in the
meantitne the Legislature will have met,
and if the gituation and circumstances of
he Boston & Maine as re-organized shall
Lie such that the Legislature at that time
ithinks that it may be straightened out
a little more, and these securities still be
legal investments for savings banks,
that may be done.

This stock cannot be a valid investment
for savings banks in the State of Maine,
except that already there, until for at
least one yvear and thereafter until the in-
vestment in the Boston & Maine gshall
have paid a certain dividend.

Section nineteen simply provides the
penalties for knowing violation of law.

Section 20 relates to the payment of ex-
penses. Of course you understand if a
new corporation was to be formed in the
Stlate of Maine and its capital stock was,
as this will be, some one hundred an:d
ten million dollars, under the provisions
ol Section & of Chapter 47 of the Reviser
Statutes there would be an incorporation
tax coming to the State of Maine of be-
tween eighty-two and eighty-three thou-
sand dollars. That seems to me mani-
festly unfair, to take that amount of
money out of the common stockholders,
because there is to be really no aectual
new corporation come into existence, but
simply a new name for an old one. It
also seems to us unfair, if in the reor-
ganization of the Boston & Maine the
public service commission of this state
would necessarily have to go to Massa-
chusetts and elsewhere and hold hearings,
which would necessitate an expenditure,
and it is our attitude to ask no greater
appropriation than the amount we have
actually and necessarily used. We ought
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not to be called upon to pay out of that
appropriation the cost of those hearings,
nor ought the state out of its treasury
to be obliged to pay it. And so in place
of the word ‘franchise”’ in line 2, and
upon the suggestion that there was some
misapprehension upon the part of some
members of the legislature, that that was
intended to protect them, the Boston &
Maine, either the old or new corporation,
from paying any taxes in the State of
Maine, which of course was not the case.
If you glance at Section 5 of Chapter 47
you will see where that is limited solely
and only to the incorporation tax, or
fees that the new corporation must eay.
We have substituted the words “incor-
poration tax,” so that there need not be
any further misapprehension with refer-
ence to the matter.

[ think I ought to ask your pardon for
guing into detail so muech in this matter,
but | assumed you wanted to know
pretty near all T could tell you in regavd
to this proposed legislation.

Having cone auite fully into this mat-

ter 1 should be very glad, and 1 speais
for my associates on the commission, at
any time after this convention is dis-
solved. to sit down with any man or
groupd of men and go fully into thig
matter. Because there is nothing that

is going to come before this Legislature
cir any other that will be of so great
consequence to yvou and me and to other
people in New England.

I we make a mistake, if the trustees
are right and we are wrong and we pass
a Dbill that they ecannot work under,
then of ecourse the blame will be upon
us, and perhaps will fall primarily
upen the Public Utilities Commission.

That is why I realize the responsi-
bility which rests upon the members
of the Legislature, because I appre-
hend that they rely, or will be guided
to some considerable extent by what
we say; and so I say to you, gentle-
men, that if any of you have got any
suggestions to make with reference to
Sections 11, 12 and 13, the Public Util-
ities Commission, and the committee
on railroads and expresses, need your
help, because it is a workable hill, a
bill under which no serious mistake
can be made, and the Boston & Maine
TRailroad and the people of New Eng-
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land are entitled to nothing
and surely to nothing less.

more,

Senator BOYNTON of Lincoln pre-
sented the following resolution and
moved its passage:

“Resolved, That the thanks of this

Joint Convention be hereby extended to
the Honorable Benjamin F. Cleaves for
the able and instructive address with
which the Convention has been favored.”

The question being on the adoption of
the resolution, a rising vote was taken,

and the vresolutisn  was  unanimously
adopted.
The PRIESIDENT: The Secretary will

place it upon the records of the Con-
vention.

The Dbusiness for which this Conven-
ticn  has bean convened having been
consummated, the Convention 1is now
digsolved. The Senate will retire to
their chamber. The members of the
HMouse (will remain in session in  the
House of Representatives.

The governor and Council then re-
tired.

The purpose for which the conven-

tion was formed having been accom-
plished, tlie Senate retired to the Sen-
ate chamber.

In The House

(The Speaker in the Chair.)

The SPEAKER: The House will
now recur to the matters on the cal-
endar ai the point where we left them
before taking recess this forenoon.
The Chair lays pefore the House Sen-
ate Doc. No. 401, bill, An Act to com-

plete the records in the registry of
deeds in Androscoggin county, ta-
bled by the gentleman from T.ewis-
ton, Mr. McCarty, the pending ques-
tion being the gecond reading of the
Lill.

Mr. Higgins of Brewer moved that the

bill be indefinitely postponed, that gen-
tleman stating that he made this mo-
tion at the request of the gentleman from
Lewiston, Mr. McCarty.

The motion was agreed to.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays before
the House Resolve in favor of improv-
ing the roads through the property of
the School for Feeble Minded in the town
of Pownal, North Yarmouth, Gray and
New Gloucester, House Doc. No. 679, ta-
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bled by the gentleman from Lisbon, Mr.
Plummer, the pending question being the
second reading of the resolve.

Mr. Plummer then yielded the floor to
the gentleman from New Gloucester, Mr.
Blake.

Mr. Blake then offered House Amenad-
ment A, to amend by striking out in line
three the words '‘and one thousand dol-
lars for the year 1916.”

The amendment was adopted, and on
further motion by Mr. Blake the resolve
received its second reading and was pass-
el to be engrossed, as amended.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays before
the House House Document No. 675, Re-
solve providing for permanent outside
service extension to present and proposed
new buildings at the Maine School for
Feeble Minded, tabled by the gentleman
from Calais, Mr. St. Clair. The pending
question is the second reading of the re-
solve.

Xp. 7. CLAIR: Mr. Speaker, when
I tubled that resolve it was done to
have it considered at the same time
with the preceding resolve. All these
resoives here, five of them, refer to
the School for the KFeeble-Minded. Now
these resolves involve an appropria-
tion of quite a large sum of money.
PPersonally, T am in favor of the pass-

ing of all of these resolves. 7 do not
know how the House feels about
them. 1 do beiieve this: that if the

members of the House had personally
had the opportunity to visit the in-
stitution, as 1 did, go over it, get some
idea of the work it is doing, and of the
difficulties under which it labors on
account of the incomplete condition
of the institution, they too would feel
that this institution which is a State
institution, should be fostered, in-
creased, to carry out the work for
which it is intended. T have been in-
formed that there are in the State
of Maine somewhere from 1200 to 1500
persons who would come under the
provisions admitting them to this in-

stitution. The institution at present
is able to care for about 250. I am
told that the State at the present

time is caring for almost twice as
many outside, paying the expense of
their care on something like 100 or 500,
an expense fully as great, or greater,
than the State would have to pay if
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they were in the institution, with the
added fact, Mr. Speaker, that they are
not as well cared for, not receiving
the treatment that they should re-
ceive; not receiving the advantages of
an institution of this kind. Now Mr.
Speaker, one of the great objects of
this institution, one of the principal
arguments used for the institution, of
the founding of the institution, was to
segregate these feeble-minded of both
sexes so that they could not unite and
produce more feeble-minded. Not be-
ing in  the institution, scattered
through the State, and exposed to the
lust of met, the State loses that
great advantage of having an institu-
tion of proper size. When 1 visited
the institution during the session of
this present Legislature, I found quite
a large number of the inmates kept in
a room which was used for bathing
and toilet purposes. They did not
have any other place in the daytime
to keep them. Now, of course, that
was only done bhecause of the crowd-
el condition of the institution. 1 am
met with the objection from some of
the members who have talked this
matter over with me—and I pay them
the compliment of saying that they
agree with me in the fact that the in-
stitution should be enlarzed when the
State has enough money; but I wish
to remind this House that a few days
ase when the question of renovating a
wing of the hospital across the river
was bhefore it,—mind you, these peo-
ple down here in Pownal have not
oven a wing fit to be renovated—when
the question of renovating a wing in
that hospital over the river came up,
this House quickly appropriated $85,-
000 for that purpose. Now it does not
seemn to me fair that the institution at
Pownal, it does not seem to me fair
that those helpless beings in our
midst, it does not seem to me fair that
the people of the State of Maine, that
this House, should refuse to consider
the needs of this institution and con-
sider them carefully, considerately and
generously. Now I do not find—and I
went over this carefully while I was
down there in the presence of some
other members of this House—I1 do
not find that the superintendent
asked for anything more than is need-

od there to carry out the plans of the
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institution. This is not a question of
huilding luxurious guarters; it is not
a (uestion of buying rugs for $105 or
of expending $85 or $100 for laces for
anyv room. 'This is a question of pro-
viding quarters for wards of the State
of Maine. Now it may be said: Why
vou people up in the House there talk
as though the money you are spending
was your money., I like to have a
legislator feel that way, to take that
view, and to feel that when he votes
to appropriate money he is voting
come of his own money. I do not con-
sider that parsimonious; I do not con-
sider it wrong. I am glad when leg-
islators feel that way, because there
is a sense, Mr., Speaker, in which this
iTouse is the State of Maine. A great
many things which are done in the
State of Maine have to he done in
this Legislature, and we in that s2hse
are the State of Maine, and this mon-

ey we appropriate is our money. But
there is another side to this: These
children 2t Townal, and the others

who should he there, are the children
of the State of Maine, are the chil-
diren in a sense of this House, and
thev should be cared for and cared for
with generosity. T wish that you could
have gone down there and seen some
of the beings that are in that institu-
tion. I saw there a boy tied up who
looked to me to be 17 or 18 vears old,
who never had spoken a word in his
life, who could not speak a word, and
could not be taught to speak a word,
as helpless as an infant, and who
had to receive the same care and at-
tention that a child in arms has to re-
ceive;—not only one, there were sev-
eral of them, nearly a dozen, just as
helplegs. And there are others through
the State of Maine. It is unfortunate;
they are unfortunate. We may say
the State is unfortunate; but they
need to be cared for, and this institu-
tion, Mr. Speaker, should be enlarged
to carry out the object for which it is
intended. I do hope that the gentle-
men of this House will consider with
some degree of generosity the needs of
this institution at Pownal.

I wish, Mr. Speaker, I was not so
limited in ability to present the needs
of the institution. I wish T could
have spent a fortnight there instead
of two days, and acquainted myself
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thoroughly, so 1 could give you the full
benefit of all the information which
this House ought to have in order to
act intelligently in this matter. 1 feel
deceply in this matiter because 1 went
there and saw what this institution
is trying to do and what it is doing.
Now these individuals are not all as
unfortunate as those I have mention-
ed. I found that there were certain
of the children who were amenable
to teaching., Some of them were learn-
ing trades. 1 saw a little girl running
a knifting machine, a darning ma-
chine, and she was doing nice work,
doing work for the school. 1 saw two
boys mending shoes, They were learn-
ing a.trade, and the superintendent of
that institution told me that theyv had
a2 boy who came there apparently of
so feeble a mind that he could not
learn scarcely anything. He staved
there two or three vears, and now that
hov is earning almost two dollars a
day. They found a way to reach his
mind. The people with whom he had
heen living never would have found
it. He is now self-supporting; and
there are others there geing the same
road and hecoming self-supporting in
the community.

Now, Mr. Speaker, this is an institu-
and
there is one side of it that vou should
think of. These are not insane people
at Pownal. Some of them are capable
of taking a certain amount of in-
struction so that they can go out and
do work and care for themselves;
and it does seem to me that an insti-
tution doing work of this kind needs
to be looked after, and needs to have
room enough to do it in. They need
to have rooms enough so they will
not have to use their toilet and bath
rooms to keep the inmates in. They
need the buildings they ask for; they
need all they ask for; and it is going
to cost a good deal of money. 1 do
not kKnow as you can appropriate all
this at this time; but this Legislature
at this session should make such an
appropriation so that two years from
now the institution can be put upon
a basis somewhat approaching what
the founders of it jntended.

Mr. PLUMMER of Lisbon: Mr,
Speaker, the situation is outlined as the

tion that needs to be cared for,
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gentleman from Calais, Mr. St. Clair,
has stated. I have no doubt that many
things ought to be done over there,
as well as at all other institutions of
the State; but it seems to many of
the members that the plan upon
which things are being done there,
and upon which they have been dons,
are not such as to commend to us that
we should at the present time expend
any greater amount of money than is
absolutely necessary under the cir-
cumstances. There are, as the gentle-
man has stated, three or four resolves
here before the House this afternoon.
This present one iz a resolve providing
for outside service extension to pres-
ent and proposed new buildings, and,
as I recollect it, relates to connecting
with steam pipes, and perhaps sewer
pipes and electric light wires, and tha
like of that, in the present and pro-
posed new buildings.

Mr. ST. CLAIR: And the carrying
of water through the buildings.'

Mr. PLUMMER: If the buildings
are not built, to that extent, anyway,
this outside service extension would
not be needed; and it seems unlikely
that all can be built in the present
financial condition of the State. To
digress for a moment, the situation
financially is this: The fixed charges
of the State, and the bills and resolves
carrying money that have already been
passed by the Legislature, and the re-
solves that have been reported favor-

ably by committees, all total some
$842,000 in excess of a ten-mill tax
rate; that is, five mills each year for

the years 1915 and '16. Now the situ-
ation is that the knife must be put in
somewhere. The only dquestion is as
to whether at this School for the Fee-
ble Minded, as I said before, the plans.
perhaps, seem to some of us not t2
bave been properiy laid out or carried

out, and it is a question with us
whether they were made with such
reasonable regard to efficiency and

econcmy as to entitle us to go ahead
on any extensive plan at the present
time. Tor instance, there is one re-
solve here—and it may perhaps be just
as well to consider all of these in a
way at the present time, because they
cover the whole proposition—there s
a resolve here calling, I think, for $45,-
000 for the construction of a power
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and -central heating plant. Now . it
seems to me, and it seems to some
others, that in view of the fact that
there is already one boiler there, which
is T think of 150 horsepower, already
installed and in operation, and in view
of the fact that all that is proposed,
so far as I can learn, is that another
boiler should be bought and a more
permanent building built there, it
seems to us that that sum is altogether
excessive. But digressing for a mo-
ment and considering the past some-
what—although, of course, what al-
ready has been done cannot be helped,
it might be a lesson to us for the fu-
ture, and may perhaps have a bearing
on that particular resolve! Here is &
power plant where, as I understand
it, coal 1is being transported froin
Pennsylvania, from West Virginia, to
somewhere on top of this hill, and
there is changed into electricity and
the water conducted down the hill—I
do not know how much of a declivity
—and there used to pump water from
the stream to this plant. Now on thar
stream, and as I understand it within
the bounds of this institution, is a
fall of 90 feet which would be avail-
able for running electricity or pump-
ing water. Furthermore, I understand
that that stream runs a continuous
current the year around. I understand
that one bhranch of that stream there
has been in years past operated
for a part of the year a saw mill, on
one of the four branches of which that
stream is made. On the main stream
there is, T am quite positive, one saw-
mill now, and I am not sure but what
there are two in operation such part
of the vear as there is a demand for
the sawing of lumber. Now the ques-
tion is, whether if we are to appro-
priate any large amount of money for
the institution in regard to a heating
and lighting plant, it could not be put
into a dam and a power plant on this
g0-foot fall where there is plenty of
water to run the electric plant or to
light the institution and also to pump
water to the building. So much for
that resolve.

Now, as to the kitchen and bakery,
I do not know particularly about the
need for that further than this: That

so far as I am able to learn the engine
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and bakery are the most needed of
any of the buildings proposed by this
resolve. There are three carrying a
large amount of money, one for Kitchen
and bakery, one for a power plant and
one for a dormitory; and of these
three I am informed by men who have
investigated the matter that the
Kitchen and bakery is the most needed.
Now the power plant should, in my
judgment, not be provided for the rea-
sons I have already stated. As to the
dormitory, I don’t know so much as
to the merits of the case. 1 presume
you will get that information from
some other gentlemen on this {loor.
As to the resolve now under consider-
ation, bear this in mind, that if these
other buildings are not built this re-
solve is unnecessary and leads to a
large expense. Furthermore, bear this
also in mind, that there is also passel
a resolve carrying $7,000 more than
wag called for hy the institution for
maintenance on the ground that some
of these bhuildings were to be built.

his should become available for some
other purposes in case all these build-
ings are not huilt. Furthermore, I will
call attention to two other points.
There has been passed a bill authoriz-
ing the sale of a farm, of one of the
farms which was bought in connection
with this property, from which it is
expected to realize perhaps ten or
twelve nundred dollars, and this sum is
available by the terms of the act for
the use of the institution. Further-
more, there has been appropriated here
$300 for the construction of a fence
around the water pipes. I am told
that some members of the committee
offered to build the fence for $200.
Now if that estimate is anywhere near
correct there should be $200 more that
is liable to be used for any other pur-
pose. But as to that I cannot say. In
view of these things, Mr. Speaker an:
Gentlemen, it seems to me this resolve
could be indefinitely postponed, and I
therefore make that motion.

Mr. ST. CLAIR: Mr. Speaker, 1
would like to say in regard to the cen-
tral heating plant, that that appro-
priation was made with the idea of
saving the State money in this way:
If this institution ever assumes the
proportions it was intended to assuma
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s0 as to care for all the feeble-minded
in the State, (uite a large number
more buildings would be needed than
are there now for dormitories, The
intention was to build a building of
sufficient size and capacity to accom-
modate the institution when it arrived
at its full growth. Now I am willing
to admit, as the gentleman from Lis-
bon, Mr. Plummer, claims, that the
building for the central kitchen and
bakery is the one most needed; that
that and the dormitory,—they need a
new dormitory because they have not
room for the patients they now have.
If I could be sure that the House
would pass those two resolves 1
should he content, and T don’t Know
but what the institution ought to be
content, and I think this l.egislature
will have done itself honor. I agree
with the gentleman from TLisbon, Mr.
Plummer, so far as that is concerned.
The central heating plant perhaps can
wait. ®They have been using as =@
kitchen a building such a long distance
away that they had to haul the fool
after it was cooked something like a
mile and a half, and by that time it
gets cold. Now they ought not to have
to use that kind of a building. It isan
old farm byilding. I am willing to lec
this resolve go through, with that un-
derstanding.

Mr. PIERCI of Houlton: Mr.
Speaker, T would suggest that the
consideration of House Doc. 675 be

postponed until we settle the question
about the dormitory and the central
heating plant.

The SPEAKER: Does the gentle-
man from Lisbon, Mr. Plummer, yield
to the suggestion of the gentleman
from Toulton, Mr., Pierce, that the
House postpone further action of
House Toc. 675 for the moment and
proceed to consider the next mattir
on the calendar which is Senate Doc.
335 for the construction of a brick
building for a central kitchen and
bakery, tabled by the gentleman froin
l.isbon, Mr. Plummer, tahbled pending
its second reading 7

Mr. PLUMMER:
nove that this
second reading.

Mr. PERHANM of Woodstock:

Mr.
resolve

Spealer, T

be given ils

Nir.
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Speuker, I would like to say just a
word on this whole proposition—

Mr. PIERCE: 1 to a point of
order.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman will
state his point of order.

Mr. PIIKRCE: Is the gentleman from
Woodstocek, Mr. Perham, specaking
against the passage of the present re-
goive? We are now considering, as
I undersand it, Senate Doc. 335, It
secems to me we would get ahead fas-
ter if we tcok these matter one at o
time, kut if the gentleman is speaking
upon this particular resolve I have no
objection.

Mr. PERHAM: [ wish to say a word
on both of these. 1 will say that [
gecin to be differently constituted ithan
a good mary peopie. I have been in
this place; in fact, T have a friend up
home who when that place was estab-
lished made 2 very plain suggestion
that it was being built for myself and
other men in my town. [ have Dhecn
there to look over the property and
the practicability of the whole scheme.
1t appeuled to me greatly. 1| have
suggested zeveral times the expensive
class c¢f construction being insisted
upon in our State institutions, Now I
have a feeling that what is good
encuzh for mie in my own home 1s
zood enough for a lot of other people,
and I object in a general way to the
extengive and extravagant construc-
tien and furnishings of our State in-
stitutions, especially in this clags where
the major portion of them simply ex-
pect to stay and bhe mane comfortable
a8 long as they live. 1 think they
could substitute comfortable wooden
buildings such ns mine-tenths of the
people in this Flouse live in, and that

rise

threy would be good encuzh for the
class of people there. ] have seen
huildings in that vicinity that could
be converied inte good dormitories
where a colony of these unfortunate
people could he kept in one farm
house. You could have from 25 to 40
or 50 who could he acccmmodated in
wooden huildings—they would not

have the plumbing, heating and light-
ing that we are speaking about, but
they would he as good as the mosi
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of us have, and, Mr. Speaker, I should
like to see that institution there, which
is in its infancy, developed until it
could take care of the major portion
of those uufortnnate people in our
State, and they be supported and
maintained at an expense that we can
afford to stand. Now, as regards the
central kitchen, T know they ineed a
kitchen. 1 saw them carrying food a
long distance in the cold last fail, but
as a matter of facer these people should

not he gathered together in g great
institution with expensive buildings,

with expensive lighting and heating
plants, many of them only appreciat-
ing the simple ftact that they are com-
fortahle. 1 should like to see that in-
stitution on a practical basis with
things such 08 are zood enough for
vou and 1oi me; [ believe it ean be
done at a fractional part of the ex-
pense called for in these appropria-
tions.

1 was not a member of that commit-
tee. 1 have had plenty of other work
to do, and I am willing to submit this
ruestion tc the members of this House
undear the advice of the committee wie
have Dbeen on the ground, but that,
Mr. Speaker, is my feeling in regard
to tals institution. T want it devel-
oped; T want it made as near self-sup-
porting as it can be. I can see from a
farmer's standpoint wheve i(here could
be a lot of business done there along
u line that the State needs, and that
would go towards making those poor
unfortunate necple self-supporting.

Mr. EVANS of Bridgton: Me. Spealk-
er, I do not know as there is anythbing
that T can add to what has been said.
I think the gentleman from (alais,
Mr. St. Clair, has outlined the situa-
tion very fairly; but as a member
of that committece T do not think 1
would be deing my duty by myself,
this House or the State if I sat here
and did not say a word in behalf of
this institution. I wish that every
member here might put in at ieast
one day looking over the conditions
that exist there. If there is an in-
stitution in this State, or any other
State, that is more deserving than “his
one I have failed to see it. If there
is @ man here who can go throush
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that institution and see the people who
are there, and if-be does not sce them
in his dreams for a good many nights
thereafter, he is a harder hearted man
than I am. I do not think we should
consider monpey in taking care of these
unfortunates. They are doing o great

work there, and they should be al-
lowed to do a larger work. There

are plenty cof unfortunates all through
this State who should be there and
he taken care of; and when the
tleman from Wocedstock. Mr. Perham,
savs that a place that is good enough
for nim or good enough for his neigh-
bor is good enough for an institution,

o
5

there are a great muony things that
he does not take into consideration.
1 suspect that ne, like the majority
of the people In the country, uses
Kerosene lights in his home. Now 1
want to ask anyv fair-minded man
what vou could do in an institution
like that with keroscne lights? How
long weuld vou have a set of build-

ing in an institution of that kind, with
that class of peeople, 1T would iike te
know. Tt is simply out of the ques-
tion. &o far as the idea of keeping it
and running the plant by water power
is concerned, it is possible that it
might be done: but ag far up the
brook as 1 weat I did not see any
place vhera [ thought the water pow-
er could he used to any cxtent, and 1
do not think the State would STy
more anxicus or willing to install a
waterpiant out there than they woeuld
he tn wive us a central kitchen or
anything of that sort. They would
talk ahout it here a week if we asked
for money to go out there and build

he

a dam. [ am not going to taik any
longer. [ do not think it is necessary;

but T will appeai to the huma=ity of
this House, and I think there is plenty
of it. Throw your politics away for
a few minutes and consider the huraan
side of this business, and if the off
the trustees are abusing their privilege
and are not giving us value received
cet rid of them and put in some trust-
ces who will give us value received.
T trink instead of asking {for too
much, twice the sum we urc asking
for could be well expended. Just be-
cause scme of the pecople who had
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that institution in charge when it
started made a mistake, I do not think
it is any excuse for the people now
fo Ao it. 1 can see where when that
instituticn was started mistakes were
made, and the idea that was injected
hore this aofternon, if carricd out, we
would be just simply continuing along
those lines. They should have had a
central plant and thoge things at the
beginning, and if they had we would
ol be here now asking for appro-
priations for them. That is one mis-
take, and 1 won’t attempt to enumer-

ate them all. Tf we pass thisz over,
in two years from now they willi be
here askiy for the same thing be-
cause it has got to come. That insti-
tution is bound to grow, and the
heating plant and all  those things

have got to corme, It is an Institution
that yvou cannot down, and I say that
it ig economy for the State that every
building that is put up there should
start right. If the institution is going
to accomplish anything, 1 believe it
is economy to put in a heating plaut
this vear or the ycar to come that
will take care ef it for years. I hope
the House will vole to grant every
dollay that is asked for in these re-
wolves., T do nor conceive that we
are asking for o cent too much; T do
net think we are.

11

Mr, BLAKE of New Gloucester: JMr.
peaker, with reference to this
hat has been mentioned
they could muke their
power and this heating plant, 1 think
the trusteces would have done that last
vear if they had money enough to put
in the plant that is requircd thore.
New en that sireem is located the
first woolen mill ever erected in the
Sitate of Maine—

<
s
s
{

wlhiere

here
electricty for

The SPTIAKER.

10

The Chair was ahout
suggest to the gentleman from New
Gloucester, Mr. Blake, that the question
now before the House is Senate Doec.
335, Nesolve for the construction, equip-
ment, service connections and furnish-
ings of one Dbrick building for a central
Kitehen and bakery at the Mane School
for Feeble Minded

Mr., HIGGINS:
entleman

And I understood the
from Iisbon. Mr. Plummer,
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10 move the second
solve.

The SPEARER: The pending question
is the second reading.

The bill then received its second read-
ing and was passed to be engrossed.

reading of the re-

The SI'KAKER: The Chair lays be-
fore the Fouse Senate Doc. 362, Resolve
appropriating money for the construction
of one brick dormatory for inmates at
the Maine School for Feeble Minded,
tabled by the gentleman from Houlton,
Mr. Fierce, the pending question being
the second reading of the resoive.

Mr. PIFRCE: Mr. #peaker and gen-
tlemen, [ will endeavor to be very brief
in this mati»r. The resolves appropriat-
ing money in excess of the ten mill

income approximate $00,000 as neur as
the figures can be collected. Now it is
perfectly obvious as a matter of math-
ematics that all those resolves cannot
be passed. We have either got to as-
sume the responsibility of raising the
ta xrate, which no gentleman here secms

to consider, or else sume of these re-
solves have wot to be turned
down. Now it seems to me
that the proper thing to do

when you come to an institution like this
to pick out the resolves which are most
needed. First, your maintenance resolve
has got to be passed or the doors of the
institution must be closed. Then you
come to the resolves for new buildings.
Pick out the most important of those and
let the others go. So far as the institu-
tion for feeble minded is concerned, the
gentleman from Bridgton, Mr. Evans,
suggests that there should be no politics
in it. I think so myself, and 1 think the
feeble minded should be taken care of,
but I am not of the opinion that the fee-
ble minded are quite in the same class of
institutions so far as the support of the
State is concerned as the educational in-
stitutions like the normal schools and the
University -of Maine or even the hospi-
tals and the women's reformatory and a
number of other things I might name. 1
do. not believe that all these resolves
should be passed in favor of this Insti-
tution to the exclusion of some others.
For that reason I wish to move that this
resolve be indefinitely postponed, =ana
what I say in this respect applles equally
well to House Doc. 678 on the calendar.
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The motion was agreed to and the re-
solve was indefinitely postponed.

The SPEAKER: The Chair now lays
before the House Doc. 678, Resolve for the
construction of a power and central heat-
ing plant at the Maine School for Feeble
Minded, tabled Ly the gentleman from
Lisbon, Mr. Plummer, the pending ques-
tion being the second reading of the re-
solve. :

On motion by Mr. Plummer the resolve
was indefinitely postponed.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays he-
fore the House, House Doc. 675, which
was passed over temporarily, being
Resolve providing for permanent out-
side service connection to present and
proposed new buildings at the Maine
School for Feeble Minded.

On motion by Mr. Pierce of Houl-
ten, the resolve was indefinitely post-
poned.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be-
fore the House bill, An Act to author-
ize the Maine Central Railroad Com-
pany to retire a portion of its com-
mon stoclk and to issue bonds, notes
or preferred stock in place thereof,
tabled by the gentleman from Wood-
stock, Mr. Perham, the pending ques-
tion being the passage of the bill to b=
enacted.

On motion by Mr. Perham the bill
was passed to be enacted.

The SPEAKXER: The Chair lays be-
fore the Iouse, House Doc. 851, Re-
solve in favor of the Maine State Li-
brary, tabled by the gentleman from
Houlton, Mr. Pierce, the pending ques-
tion being the second reading of the
resolve.

On motion by Mr. Pierce resolve was
given its second reading and was pass-
ed to be engrossed.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be-
fore the House, House Doc. 841, bill,
An Act to provide for the destruction
of dog fish and other members of
the shark species, tabled by the gentle-
man from Portland, Mr. Greenleaf, the
pending question being the third
reading of the bill

Mr. Greenleaf moved that the bill
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be indefinitely postponed, stating that
this motion was made at the request
of the gentleman from Nobhleboro, Mr.
Muliigan.

The motion was agreed to, and the
bill was indefinitely postponed.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be-
fore the House bill, An Act relative (o
the employment of women and chil-
dren, House Doc. 898, tabled by the
gentleman from Bowdoinham, Mr.
Bonney, the pending question being the
second reading of the bill.

Mr. BONNEY: DMr. Speaker, when
I tabled this bill [ did it at the request
of a gentleman in the House and with-
out any Kknowledge of the provision
of the bill. Since then I have taken
occasion to look into the matter and
I find that the bill was tabled pend-
ing the passage of some of these other
matters of labor legislation—the 54-
hour bill and the Workmen’s Compen-
sation bill. I have talked with several
of the professional friends of labor in
and about the House and also with
some members on the floor of the
House, and among them the distin-
guished gentleman from Lewiston, Mr.
McCarty, who spoke so eloguently for
the 54-hour bill, and they are agreed
that this law which the Dbill proposes
to repeal can very well be left on the
statute books, and that it is working
out satisfactorily that it is fair to the
employer and to the employee. In ad-
dition to that, the fact that the 34-hour
bhill has passed so handsomely and the
Workmen’s Compensation bill has
passed so successfully and happily.
they have asked that this bill be indefi-
nitely postponed; and I therefore make
that motion.

The motion was agreed to, and the
hill was indefinitely postponed.

The SIPEAKER: The Chair lays be-
fore the House bill, An Act relative
to the taxation of mortgage on real
estate in savings banks and institu-
tions for savings, Senate. Doc. No.
392, tabled by the gentleman from
Portland, Mr. Greenleaf, the pending
question being the third reading of
the bill.

Mr. Greenleaf moved that the hill
receive its third reading and be pas-
ed to he engrossed.
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Mr. PLUMMER of Lisboen: Mo
Speaker, this bill provides for the ex-
emption of savings banks from taxa-
tion to the extent that their funds are
invested in real estate mortgages. The
bill in my judgment is a just bill and
might be carried even further than the
investment in real estate mortgages. but
the situation as T have outlined previ
ously is that it is a pretty difficult thing
for the state to figure out how it is go-
ing to get inside of a ten-mill appro-
priation. This bill would take from.
the State in the next year and a half,
$120,000, almost §$80,000 a year. Of
course, the provisions of this bill would
not become operative until the tax for
this June had been paid; but if this bill
is passed you must figure another $120,-
000. 'This bill was before the commit-
tee on taxation and was reported favor-
ably, but 1 desire to put in an amend-
ment stating that it should not take
efftect until January first, 1917. My po-
sition is, and I reserve the right at a
later time to offer an amendment to the
bill putting it into effect at that time,
for financial reasons. The gentleman
from Dexter, Mr. Fay, has requested
that this bill should be laid upon the
table until Tuesday of next week Dbe-
cause he did not expect to be here either
today or tomorrow; and 1 make that
motion., leaving it to the House to de-
cide, and if the House does not wish to do

so I will offer my amendment at this
time.
Mr. HIGGINS of Brewer: Mr. Speak-

er, 1 will say that the gentleman from
Dexter informed me that he was sum-
moned home very hurriedly and if this
bill came up in such form that any
changes were to be suggested other
than stated by the gentleman from
Portland, Mr. Greenleaf, he would like
to have the matter laid upon the table

until Tuesday of next week, although
as | understand he does not object to
the amendment which is to be intro-
duced later by the gentleman from Lis-
bten, Mr. Plummer.

On motion by Mr. Plummer the bill
was again tabled and specially as-

signed for Tuesday of next week.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be-
fore the House, bill, An Act relating
to the illegal transportation of in-
toxicating liguors, tabled by the gen-
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tleman from Calais, Mr. St. Clair, the
pending question bheing the accept-
ance of the report of the committee
reporting “ought not to pass.”

Mr. St. Clair moved that the mat-
ter be reassigned for consideration on
Tuesday of next week.

Mr. CLIFFORD of Lewiston: Mr.
Speaker, T would like to see this mat-
ter taken up and disposed of at this
time. The committee on legal affairs
gave this matter careful considera-
tion and have sgubmitted their unani-
mous report that it “ought not to
pass.” For that reason 1 would like
to see the matter disposed of at this
time.

The question being on the motion
to reassign this matter for consider-
ation on Tuesday of next week,

A viva voce vote being taken,

The motion was lost.

The pending guestion being the ac-
ceptance of the report of the com-
mittee. The report of the committee
was accepted.

On motion by Mr. Greenleaf of Port-
land, the report was accepted.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays before
the House Resolve appropriating money
to promote and assist the interests of
poultry culture, tabled by the gentleman
from Lisbon, Mr. Plummer, the pending
question being the final passage of the
resolve.

Mr., PLUMMER:
not desire to add

Mr. Speaker. [ do
anything to what 1
said the other day in regard to the
poultry proposition further than to
again call the attention of the House
to the fact that no money has been
heretofore appropriated in the assist-
ance of poultry culture, and that the
industry has not heen taxed and it has
not been helped, and that it is about
the only agricultural industry that has
made any rapid progress, and that it
stands on its feet four-square to the
world; and if we have not got any
money to spend for the wards of the
state in Pownal, why should we spend
$2.000 in the next two years to help
people who., according to all statistics
we get, are not only able to help them-
selves but are getting ahead? T
the indefinite
solve,

move

postponement of this re-
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Mr. COFFIN of Freeporv: Mr. Speaik-
er, | hate at this time to take up the
time of the House in saying anything
more ahout this poultry bill, and saving
anvthing further than T have said pre-
viously. T have been here now for three
months trying to fit into my place and
do what T felt to be my duty in regard
to all the interests .of the State of
Maine, 1 have net taken up much of
the time of this House in talking about
matters that I didn’t know anything
about: on all of those matters I have
felt confident to rely upon the reports
of our committees, and 1 believe that
is the way the business of this House
should have been done, and if it had
been done in that way we would all
have been glad to have gone home by
this time to look atter our chickens and
whatever else we had to look after. Tt
seems to me that it is absolutely use-
less and a piece of folly to keep tying
up legislation the way we have here and
then when a few of the members are
absent for some one to get up and en-
deavor to move the indefinite postpone-
ment of measures.

In regard to this matter T wish to
sy that I introduced this resclve and
it went hefore a committee and was act-
ed upon by that committee. The origi-
nal figures which were named in the
resolve were cut down $1,000, and that
report received the unanimous support
of the committee. The House here has
accepted the report of the committee,
and the resolve has received its several
readings here and has been phssed to
be engrossed; the matter then went to
the Senate and it was passed to be en-
grossed there; the resolve then came
back here for its final passage, and the
other day the gentleman from Iisbon
(Mr. Plummer), according to his usual
custom, moved that it be tabled, and
it comes up here today. The resolve
has considerable merit, and I do not
see any reason why anybody should op-

pose it. I am not assuming to pose
here as an expert in taxation, but 1
have a few figures here, and by these

figures it is shown that the increase
of taxes of the gentleman from Ligbon
(Mr. Plummer) would be about 1-59th
part of a mill if we were to go ahead
and appropriate this money. This re-
solve does not call for anyv new com-
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misgion or anything of that sort; it is
simply intended to reach out and help
the poultry interests of this State, and
I can not see any reason for the in-
definite postponement of this resolve.

Mr. McINTIRE of Waterford: Mr.
Speaker. the gentleman from ILisbon,
Mr. Plummer, has told us that this is

one industry in the State that does not

need any help, and pessibly that may
be so, but if they are successful and

if it is a profitable business, 1 can not
see any reason why they should not be
recognized. The gentleman further says
that this industry is not taxed. TDer-
haps he does not take into considera-
tion this fact, that this is one step in
the process whereby theyv will be taxed.
This is recognized now as a business,
and after a reasonable amount is al-
lowed to every farmer who keeps a few
hens this surplus will be taxed, T
very sure.

The question being on the motion to in-
definitely postpone the resolve,

A viva voce vote being taken,

The motion was lost.

On motion by Mr. Coffin of Freeport,
the resolve then received a final passage

am

The SPEAKER:
the House resolve

The Chair lays before
appropriating money

for the completion of the Aroostook
county farm, tabled by the gentleman
from Lisbon, Mr. Plummer, the pending

question being the final passage
resolve.

The question being on the motien to in-
definitely postpone the resolves.

A viva voce vote being taken,

The motion was lost.

On motion by Mr. Coffin of Freeport
thie resolve then received a final passage.

of the

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays before
the House Resolve appropriating money
for the completion of the Aroostook
County Farm, tabled by the gentleman
from Tisbon, Mr. Plummer, the pending
question being the final passage of the
resolve.

Mr. PLUMMER: Mr. Speaker, as 2
matter of personal privilege, 1 would
like to state that being a little sensi-
tive I hate to have my friend from
Frecport (Mr. Coffin) or anvone else
call the attention of the House to the
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fact that I know so much., I would
like to state this, that if I make any
error or any misstatement here on the
floor of the House I will be very glad
to have it corrected, but the mere fact
that T make some suggestions on one
or two points now and then I do
not think should of itself militate
against the proposition upon which T
am talking one way or another, The
situation is that somebody has got 1o
go without money during the next two
vears that they perhaps ought to have;
all that we can do is to decide who
this money is going to and who has
got to go without. We might just as
well start out with that proposition
now.

We have before us at the present
time a resolve for the completion of
the purchase of a farm in Arcostook
County which was purchased by rep-
resentatives of the State for express
purposes. I will give vou hriefly the
history of this farm and all proceed-
ings relating to it. Two years ago
there eame to this Legislature a re-
solve for the purchase of a farm in
Arcostook County for experimental
purposes with regard to the farm prod-
ucts of that county. That resolve car-
ried an appropriation of $25,000—or
possibly it may have been for $20,00Q
—which amount was to cover the pur-
chase of the farm and the expense for
carryving it on for two vears. The
commitiee to which that matter was
referred reported a resolve carrying
the sum of $10,000, as against the $20,-
000 or $25,000 thet was reguested. A
committee was named in connection
with thot matier which was autborized
to use a  farm in  Aroostook
Clounty; and those gentlemen travelled
21l over that county, and I dow’t intend
here to say anything to reflcet upon
the honesty or integrity of those gen-
t{iemen or anything of that kind; T
have every reason for believing that
thev acted with honest intent and pur-
nose: but the situation was that they
had $10,000 to do business with, to
huy a farm and carry it on for the next
two years. This committee finally de-
cided to purchase a farm within about
o mile of the village of Presque Tsle.
I guess without any doubt it is a good

v
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farm: as I understand it, it is a farm
consigting of somewhere about 250 or
275 acres of land. There was a barn
on this farm worth something like
$2,000 or $3,000. The price paid for
that farm w=ag $20,000; and 1 under-
stand that in the committee there was
some difference of opinion as to wheth -
er that was an advigable thing to Jdo
in purchasing that farm: but finally
the farm was bought and the money
was raised, the balance of the purchas:
price of the farm by the citizens of
Presque lszle, and the State furnished
the additional money over the $10,000,
so that the $10,000 of the State and the
$106,000 of these individuals was put
inte  the farm. Afterwards they
raised something like $3,000 more 1o
build some kind of 2 building on the

farm. There was no money left 19
carry the farm along with., The Ban-
cor and Arooztookr Railroad, as T un-

derstand, put up $2,600 for conducting
cxperintents on the part of the State.
and then that railroad came here to
the State and would like to have its
robhated.  The TUnited States
Government also wanted to equip a
farm upn in that region for experimen-
tal purposes, but the TUnited States
Government did not go to that farm,
but went to Claribou and hired a farm
and conducted its experimentg there.
This farm at Presaque Isle was not
bought until some time in the fall
of 1913, and these things happenesd
in 1914 in regard to the United States
Government going there, 8o that 1f
the committee had decided to wait
until this vear it would only have put
hack their experiments something like
a year.

One other thing T wish to call to
vour attention, I claim that these gen-
tlemen on that committee exceeded
their authority, and this is not the first
time such a thing has been done, anf
in all probability it will not be the
last time if yvou encourage such prop-
ositions by putting this resolve
through now. My idea is this, and T
shall make a motion that this resolve
be indefinitely postponed,—bhut my idea
is that you should let these men carry
on that farm, not because T have anyv-
thing against those men, but for the
same reason that e have to put peo-

taves

1133

ple in state’s prison, to prevent them
from committing another like act.

I wrote on the twelfth of March to
the chairman of the Board of Select-
men of Presque Isle as follows: “Will
vou kindly give me f{igures of the as-
sessed value of the tarm purchased by
the State for experimoental purposes,
according to your bhooks for the year
191377 1In reply I received the follow-
ing: “The tax valuation for 1913 was
$7,750. Thig is at about 40 per cent
of real value. Since then the housa
has been built. This at about the

same ratio on valuation as the other
farmg in the town.”

Now, in view of these facts, I am
woing to move that this rexolve be
indefinitely postponed.

Mr. 8NOW  of DMars Hill:  Mr,

Spenker, it is evident that the last Leg-
islature saw it 1o make an appropri-
ation for a farm in Aroostook County
to bhe uged in connection with the
Maine Iixperimental HStation, and as it
has bheen stated, the T.egislature made
an appropriation of $10,000. This com-
mittee  which was appointed visited
the towns of Fort Tairfield. Presque
Tsle and Caribou and had under con-
sideriition a number of farms., They
finally met in ID’resgque 1sle and de-
cided that the ireenwood  farm  in
Presgue Isle was hetter situated and
offered better conditions than any oth-
er farm for their work. They only had
$10,000, and the people of Presque
Isle said that they would put up the
balance of the money with the under-
standing that the next Legislature
might be asked for that money in re-

turn, as T understand it. Now, gen-
tlemen, you have got $10,000 in that

farm already. You have already pass-
ed a resolve appropriating $10,000, to
be divided giving $5000 for 1915 and
$5000 for 1916 for the maintenance
of this farm. This farm is deeded
one-half wundivided interest to the
State, as I understand it, and the other
half is held by the gentlemen who
put up the $13,000. This property was
turned over to the management of the
Maine Agricultural IExperiment Sta-
tion, as provided in the act of the last
Legislature, Now, I ask you, gentle-

men, do you want those men to keep

their money in there while the State
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uses this farm, or would it not be bet-
ter to put through a resolve here mak-

ing an appropriation sufficient to
finish buvinz that farm. There¢
will be no loss to the State; wyou

are buying that Tarm, and it is a2 gocd
farm. I believe the men who bought
that farm bought it just as cheap as
anyvbody could buy a farm situated as
this farm is. You can not buy a farm in
that county situated where that farm
is for anything less than $20,000. I
don’'t care what the assessed value of
the farm is; it seems to me that has
nothing to do with this question. It
seems to me it can not be otherwise
than a good proposition to finish pay-
ing for that farm. This farm will
never decrease in value, but whether
it decreases or not, and I question
whether it ever will to any material
extent, but as I claim this farm will
alwayvs bhe worth as much as it has
cost. The town of I’resque TIsle last
month voted to pay the interest on
that $13,000 when the State made their
appropriation, so vou have no interest
to pay for last year, or whatever ac-
crued interest there is, the town of
Presque Isle will take care of. The
federal government has also come to
Presque lIsle and the people of Presque

Isle have built a huilding there
that has cost $3500 for the fed-
eral government. 1 understand that
they came there because the
State had bought this farm and

they want the use of some sixty acres
of that farm on which to carrv on
their experiments in connection with
the State of Maine, and it is a good
proposition. The government is do-
ing a great work for our farmers. 1
submit to you, gentlemen, one thing
that has been a henefit to our farmers
to the extent of perhaps a million dol-
lars to our county alone, and that was
what is known as the Bordeaux mix-
ture, a mixture to spray upon our po-
tatoes to Kkeep the rust off, and I
claim that that one thing has done
more than anything else to build up
the potato industry in Aroostook coun-
ty. 1 hope that this resolve will re-
ceive a passage.

Mr. GREENLAW of Presque Isle:
Mr. Speaker, as the gentleman from
Mars Hill, Mr. Snow, says, this farm
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as it stands today is a great benefit to
the people of our county. Two years
ago, as has been stated, the State ap-
propriated $10,000 to buy the farm and
also appointed a committee. That
committee looked over farms in differ-
ent parts of the county and finally
decided to buy this farm Ilocated in
Presque Isle, and as it did not have
any house on it they bought it for
$20,000. They decided that if the peo-
ple of Presque Isle would furnish the
other $10,000 and $3000 to build the
house that they would buy this farm,
I do not think that this committee
over-reached their power in buying
the farm in the least. They did not
put the State under any obligation in
buying it. The people of Presque Isle
paid for the farm, or became good
for it, and took a deed of one-half of
the farm, and at the present time the
citizens of Presque Isle own one undi-
vided half of this farm and the State
of Maine owng the other undivided
half. T don’t know the reason why
the federal government did not come
there at first, but 1 have understood
that it was something that came up
between them and Mr. Woods of the
Maine Ixperimental Station, as near
as I can find out. But they came
down there last fall and put up the
proposition to the Presque Isle people
that they wanted a building in which
to do their scientific work, and a few
of the people of the town went out
and bhought an acre and a half of land
that was on the same road and built

a buailding, and the land and build-
ing cost something like $3500. The
people put their hands into their

pockets and paid for it, and they are
not asking the State to pay one cent
of that amount, and they never will
ask the State to pay for this build-
ing; they have simply done it as a
business proposition. The federal
government rented those buildings for
one year only, and they are coming
there in connection with the State Ex-
perimental Station and do their work,
and it won’t be a cent of cost to the
State, to the county, or to the town.
I have received a letter from a man in
that vieinity and from that letter I
learn that there was a schoolhouse on
the lot, and in this letter it is said that
the town voted to pay interest on the
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State farm notes, and also to convey
to the State the piece of land and the

school building located on what was
a part of the State farm as soon as
the State has paid over the $13,000

to pay for the balance of the farm.
This schoolhouse cost $2,000 to build,
and this building will be turned over
to the State with the land, and there
is no question in regard to the federal
zovernment coming there this year if
they can get a chance to work. 1 do
not helieve this House is going to turn
down this proposition. During this
session of the Legislature I have vot-
od for money to go all over the State
without regard to polities or anything
else: whatever I thought was needed
I have voted for, and 1 helieve that
the members of this House will vote
to huy the balance of this farm.

Mr. PIKRCE  of Houlton: Mr.
Speaker, this resolve should have gone
the
think the gentleman from Lisbon, Mr.

hefore committee on claims. T

Plummer, is in error in this respect,
when these people found that they
could not get this farm for $10,000

they took the matter up by letter with
(iov., Haines with regard to the other
$10,000, and iov. Haines sent them
back word, and that letter was he-
fore the committee, to go ahead and
it would be all right for them to spend
$20,000 and buy the farm, and that
the next Legislature would undoubted-
Iy reimburse them. 1 am not defend-
ing the action of the Governor. as to
whether it was advisable or not. but I
do not think it isx fair that these
people up there in the town of Presque
Isle should be obliged to put their
maoney into this proposition under the
written advice of the Governor of the
State of Maine and should he obliged
to lose it, and 1 think that the State
of Maine should reimburse them for
what theyv have spent acting under the

advice of the Governor of the State
of Maine. At the time he wrote this
letter GGov. Haines was the Governor

of the State of Maine, and his word
was supposed to carry a good deal of
weight, and T think it is only fair to
let bygones he bygones and that it is
only proper and right that these peo-
ple should have their money. and T
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hope that this resolve will be passed
by this House.

Mr. THOMBS of Lincoln: DMr.
Speaker, T believe that my constitu-
ents will be only too glad to endorse
me in saying that this matter should
be agreed upon in behalf of those
people up there in the northern part

of our State, and that the Stale
should take hold and do its proper
share, noit only for the benefit of

Aroostock County, but for the benelit
of the whole State of Maine.

Mr. PLUMMER: Mr. Speaker, I
think that this committee did exceed
its authority, and as sustaining that
position T want to rvead a section
from the Revised Statutes, Section 95
of Chapter two says: “No agent or
officer of the state or of any depart-
ment thereof whose duty it is to ex-
pend money under an appropriation by
the legislature shall contract any
Bill or incur any obligation on be-
Lalf of the state in excess of the ap-
bropriation, and whoever exceeds in
his expenditure such appropriation
shall not have any claim for reim-
bursement.” It seems to me that that

is plain Inglish, as I understand it.
[urther along it  says: “any  such
agent shall upon conviction be fined

a sum and imprisoned, in the discre-
tion

of the court.” As far as T am
concerned, I am not inclined to take
any action against Gov. Haines and
the committee who bought this farm,
nor shall T institute any ecriminal
prosecution, and 1 am willine that
they should keep the money.
The question being on the wotion to

indetinitely postponed this resolve,

A viva voce vote bheing taken,

The motion was lost.
i motion by M. Snow of Mats

the resolve was then finally passed.

Hill,

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays before
the House Resolve in favor of the State
Board of Charities and Corrections,
tabled by the gentleman from Houlton,
Mr., Pierce, the pending question be-
ing tbe final passage of the resolve.

Mr. Pierce moved that the resolve be
indetinitely postponed.

My, Higgins of Brewer
motion.

seconded the
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The motion was agreed to, and the re-
solve was indefinitely postponed.

CGnomotion by Mr. Connors of Bangour
reports A and B of the commitice on
judiciary on hill, An Act relating to the

charter of the city of Bangor, werce
taken from the table.
Ou furtlves meoerion by Mr. Connors,

repori A, being the majority reort of the
committec, reporting in a ncw draft un-
der same title and that it “‘ought to
pass’, was accepted.

This Lill having been already print-
ed, and being House Doc. No. 99,

Mr. Conners then moved that the
bill receive its two several recadings at
this time, undcr a suspension of the
rules.

The rmotion was agreed to.

The bhill then received its first and
second readings and was assigned for
tomorrow morning for its third read-

ing.

On molion by Mr. Higgins of Brew-
er. bill, An Act to provide for semi-
monthly payvments on account of
State contracts was taken from the

table.
Mr. Higgins then yielded to the=
gentleman from Augusta, Mr. Der-

kins.
On motion by Mr. Perking, the rules
were suspended and the bill reccived

its first and second readings at this
time.

Mr. Perkins then offered House
Amendment A, to amend by adding

thereto the following: “Nothing here-
in contained shall bhe construed to re-
lieve the State, its officers, boards and
cormmmissioners from paying mechan-
ics, workmen and laborers employed
by it or them, as provided by Chap-
ter 39 of the Public Laws of 1911, and
acts amendatory thereof.”

The amendment was adopted.

On further motion by Mr. Perkins
the rules were suspended and the bill
receiver its third reading and was
passed to be engrossed as amended.

On motion by Mr. Brann of Win-
throp, House Doc. No. 886, bill, An
Act relating to the abolishment of
grade crossings of railroads, was tak-
en from the table.
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The pending question being the
third reading of the bill,
On  further motion by Mr. Brann

the bill received its third reading and
was passed to be engrossed.

On motion by Mr.  Greenleaf of
ortland, House Doc. No. §906, bill, An
Act to provide for the disposition of

contraband lguors was taken from
the table.

The pending question  Dbeing the
third reading of the Dbill,

M. Greenteaf moved that the bill
be speciaily  assigned for consider-

ation on ‘Tuesday of next weelk,
i'hie motion was agreed to.

On motion by Mr. P’lummer of Lisbon,
llouse Doec. No. 852, bill, An Act to in-
corporate the Bath Water District, was
taken from the table.

The pending guestion being
reading of the bill,

the third

Mr. Pluminer offered House Ainendinent
A, to amend by striking out the whole
of Section 15 and inserting in place there-
of the following:

“BSection 15. Before the said water dis-
trict shall construct any plaot under the
provisions of this act it shall purchase
the plant and property of the Maine Wa-
ter Company within the county of Saga-
dahoc, in the town of Brunswick, provid-
ed said company desires to sell; and said
company is authorized to sell. The pro-
cedure shall be as- follows, when this act
shall take effect in accordance with the
provisions of Section 14 the city clerk of
Bath shall notify the said Maine Water
Company by registered le*tas directed to
its office, if within twenty days there-
after said company shall send in writing
to said city clerk its decision to seli 1t
shall within a reasonable time deliver to
the trustees of said water district suit-
able deeds or other instruments convey-
ing its plant and property to said dis-
trict, and said water district shall pay
to said company a faid value thereof to
be ascertained according to tne provisions
of Section 9; provided further that said
value shall be estimated by said apprais-
ers without enhancement on account of
future earning capacity or on account of
the franchises of said company.”

The ar.endmenc was adopted.

On motion by Mr. Corliss of Bath the
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vote was reconsidered whereby this
amendment was adopted.

Mr. SANBORNM of South Portland:
Mr. Speaker, at the heuring on this

matter the representatives of the new
proposed water district put in their
case and there was some opposition
on the part of the present water com-
pany, and by arrangement the attor-

ney fer the yater  company, Mr.
Wheeler, and the attorney for the
water dictriet, Mr. ‘[rott, 1 think, got
togetner and reconciled t{their diifer-

ences and made some changes in the

Bill and returned it tc the committee
with the statement that it was mu-
tually satisfactory. That was t(he
position in which the matter was
placed before the committee.

Mr. PLUMMER: Mr. Speaker, the
situation is this: we all know that the
city of Portland was mulched to the
extent of several hundred thousand
donllars when it Look over the water
works in that city. The city of

Waterville also 1ost a large amount of
money, and the same thinhg was true
in regard to the city of Auburn. 1t
seems to e that the time has now
come when we should take some dif-
ferent actior in relation to these mat-
ters pertaining to water distriets, and
we should cither stop all this great
cry about watered stock or we should
stop compelling every city that wants

a water district te pay for thiese
large amounts of watered stock. 'This
company has had a charter in the

city of Bath for snme 25 or 30 years,
and it has got out all the chance that
there is in goin2 into business, and it
has got it all out by this time; and I
cay that the time must come when
these franchises are no longer to be
taken into consideration in taking over

this property; the time must come
when thege  [ranchises which have
heen given to these companies must

be stopped. it is a loan and not a gift
of a State power, and at any time
when the State sees fit to take them
hack or grant to any people who are
directly concerned the right to take
them back, it should come back with-
out having to he paid for.

Now, asg to the Maine Water (om-
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pany heing a Kkind of altruistic 1nsti-
tution, T want io call attention to a
bill which has been before this ILeg-
islature. There was a bill before this
[.egislature empowering this Maine
Water Company in order to supply
water te the city of Bath to go to
Sabbathday Lake, which is located
awav up in the locality of the Home
for Feeble-Minded, something like a
distance of twenty miles away. It
was openly whispered around here
that the object of getting that charter
was «¢ as to have more rights, more
franchises and water rights to charge
tlhie city of IPath for when they want-
ed to take that over. Now, this was

net a new propesition. Some tims
about twenty years agoe, the city of
Newhuryport in Massachusetts took

over the water plant there under sub-
stantially the same conditions. As a
matter of fact, this amendment so far
as it applies to this situation is prac-
tically and identically a copy of the
act under vhieh the city of Newbury-
port took over the Newburyport Wa-
ter Company. Appraisers were ap-
pointed in that case, and in report-
ing they figured up as near as might
e the value of the piant as it existed
at that time and then they added some-
thing like $40,000 for the company as a
going concern. It was expressly pro-
vided in the act that neither the futsre
earnings, the capacity of the company,
nor its good will, nor the frauchises of

said company should be taken into
censideration, and in  reporting on
that faect on the appraisal the com-

mission stated that they did not take
into congideration those things, and
the courts of Massachusetts held that
it was prefectly proper; but in this
State every tirae  these companies
bave been takenr over in these places
which [ have mentioned there has
heen a big sum putl in because of the
value of the franchises of the com-
pany. There is nothing in this amend-
ment that prevents the city of Bath
from paying any amount of money it
wants to pay for that water works;
there is nothing to prevent it from
paying for the value of those franch-
ises, because it is provided that iuese
appraisers woeuld have to take into
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consideration of the value of the fran-
chises. As to any agreements that may
have been entered into hetween a
committee representing this Bath Wa-
ter District and the Maine Water
Company, this Legislature is not here
© to ratify agreements between private
parties; this Legislature is here for
the purpose of deciding what it will
do for itself.

The pending question being on the
motion of the gentleman from Lisbon,
Mr. Plummer, that House Amendment
A be adopted, and a viva voce vote be-
ing doubted,

Mr. Pierce of Houlion
division of the House..

Mr. Higgins of Brewer then moved
that the matter be tabled until Tuesday
of next week.

Mr. PLUMMER: Mr. Speaker, as far
as that is concerned, I will gay that I
personally have no objection to its he-
ing tabled if such action will not re-
tard the business of the House.

The question being on the motion to
table this matter until Tuesday of next
week,

The motion was agreed to.

called for a

On motion by Mr. Connors of Bangor
the vote was reconsidered whereby the
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House voted to assign for its third read-
ing tomorrow bill, An Act relating to the
ckarter of the city of Bangor.

Mr. Connors then moved that the bill
pe specially assigned for consideration on
Tuesday of next week, stating that this
motion was made by agreement.

The motion was agreed to.

On motion by Mr. Pierce of Houlton,
Resolve appropriating money for main-
tenance of the Bureau of Horticulture,
‘was taken from the table.

The pending question being the final
vassage of the resolve,

On further motion by Mr. Pierce the re-
sclve was finally passed.

On motion by Mr. Higgins of Brew-
er, unanimous consent was granted
and that gentleman presented out of
order under a suspension of the rules
the following order:

Ordered, That all acts and resolves
tabled and unassigned be taken from
the table Tuesday next, March 30th.

The order received a passage.

On motion by Mr., Higgins of Brew-
er,

Adjourned until tomorrow
at 9 o’clock.

morning



