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HOUSE

The House met according to adjourn-
ment and was called to order by the
Speaker.

Prayer by the Rev Mr. Livingston of
Hallowell.

Journal of the previous session read
and approved.

Papers from the Senate disposed of
in concurrence.

8znate Bills on First Reading.

Senate 258: Resolve in favor of the
Commissioners of Pharmacy for equip-
ment and also for the liquidation of
certain deficiences.

Senate 267: Resolve appropriating
money in favor of maintaining naviga-
tion on the Upper and Lower Rich-
ardson Lakes.

Senate 266: An Act authorizing the
building and maintenance of a dyke in
the town of Milbridge.

Senate 265: An Act to amend, revise
and extend the charter of the Stratton
Water Company.

Senate 264: An Act to authorize the
Municipal Light and Power Company
to decrease its capital stock.

Senate 238: An Act to amend the
military law.

This bill came from the Senate
amended in that Dbranch by Senate

Amendment A.

The question being on the adoption
of Senate Amendment A in concur-
rence,

Mr. Pierce of Farmington moved that
the amendment be adopted.

Mr. Plummer of Lisbon moved that
the bill be laid upon the table for
the printing of the amendment.

The motion was agreed to.

Senate 34: Resolve increasing the re-
tirement pay of Thomas Clark.

The SPEAKXER: The Chair lays be-
fore the House, House Doc. No. 323, bill,
An Act to fix the standard weight of
certain commodities not included ‘in
Section 39 of Chapter 39 of the Revised
Statutes, as amended by Chapter 124 of
the Public Laws of 1913, and to correct
the standard weight of a bushel of dried
apples and to change the standard
welght of a barrel of potatoes. This bill
was Dpassed to be engrossed in the
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House and sent to the Senate for con-
currence; it comes from the Senate
amended by Senate Amendment A.

On motion by Mr. Pierce of Houlton,
the vote was reconsidered whereby this
bill was passed to be engrossed.

On further motion by Mr. Pierce,
Senate Amendment A was adopted in
concurrence, and on further motion by
the same gentleman the bill was pass-
ed to he engrossed, as amended.

The SPREAKER: The Chair lays be-
fore the House the report of the com-
mittee on pensions, reporting “ought
not to pass” on Resolve providing a
state pension for Francis H. Orrock.
This report comes from the Senate re-
committed in that branch to the com-
mittee on pensions.

On motion by Mr, Wilzon of Levant,
the House voted to concur with the
Senate in recommitiing the report to
the committee on pensions.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be-
fore the House the report of the com-
mittee on ways and Dbridges, reporting
“ought not to pass” on Resolve in favor

*of Sandy River Plantation, in the coun-

ty of Franklin, for building a new road
and bridge in said plantation. This re-
port comes from the Senate recommit-
ted to the committee on ways and

bridges.
On motion by Mr., Wilkins of Jay,
the House voted to concur with the

Senate in recommitting the report to
the committee on ways and bridges.

The following bills, petitions, etc,
were presented, and, on recommenda-
tion of the committee on reference of
bills, were referred to the following
committees:

Appropriations and Financial Affairs.

By Mr. Washburn of Perry: Resolve
in favor of Leo Shay, Representative
of Penobscot Tribe of Indians.

Inland Fisheries and Game.

By Mr. Blake of New Gloucester: Pe-
tition of Geo. W. Quint of Gray, and
114 others, residents of Gray and vi-
cinity, remonstrating against any
change in the deer law in Cumberland
County.

By Mr. Wise of Guilford: An Act ad-
ditional to Chapter 32 of the Revised
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Statutes, as amended by Chapter 206
of the Public Laws of 1913, relating to
ice fishing in Whetstone Pond, in Pis-
catagquis County.

Judiciary.

By Mr. Perham of Woodstock: Re-
solve to prevent the Attorney-General
from appearing as counsel before leg-
islative committees.

Legal Affairs.
By Mr. Fossett of Portland: An Act
to provide for the publishing of pri-
vate and special laws.

Penobscot County Delegation.

By Mr. Conners of Bangor: An Act
to amend Chapter 191 of the Private
Laws of 1913, and authorizing the
county of Penobscot to borrow money
for the purposes specified in.said Act.

Revision of Statutes.
By Mr. Sanborn of South Portland:
An Act relating to administering oaths
required by law.

Sea and Shere Fisheries.

By Mr. Lewis of Nerth Haven: Re-
nonstrance of Elmer E. Brown and 4%
others of North Haven against the
propesed change in the seining law
east of Whitehead.

State Lands and Forest Preservation.
By Mr. Davig of Old Town: Re-
monstrance against enactment of
House Bill No. 238, “An Act for the
prevention of forest fires,” and against
Senate Bill No. 99, for preservation,
perpetuation and increase of the for-
ests of the State of Maine by E. Saw-
ver, Jr., cf Seboeis and 22 others.

Reports of Committees.

Mr. Washburn from the committen
on agriculture, on Resolve to promote
and assist the interests of poultry cui-
ture, reported same in a new draft
under same title and that it “ought
to pass.”

Same gentleman from same cor-
mittee, reported “ought to pass”’ on
bill, An Act to amend Section 18 of
Chapter 222 of the Public Laws of
1909, relating to dogs.

Mr. Ricker from the commlittee on
education, on Resolve making appro-
priations for the construction of
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buildings at the University of Maine,
reported same in a new draft under
same title and that it “ought to pass.”

Mr. Washburn from committee on
Indian affairs, reported “ought to pass”
on bill, An Act to amend Chapter 49
of the Private and Special Laws of
1891 as relating to the policeman of
the Penobscot Tribe of Indians.

Mr. Waterhouse from committee i1
judiciary, reported “ought to pass” on
bill, An Act to amend Section nine of
Chapter 83 of the Revised Statutes, re-
lating to place for bringing actions.

et

Mr. Sanborn from same committee,
reported “ought to pass” on bill, An
Act to authorize Seboeis Plantation to
build and maintain its roads and
bridges and raise money therefor.

Mr. Campbell from same committee,
reported “ought to pass” on bill, An
Act to change the name of the Maine
Baptist Missionary Convention and t2
unite with it the Maine Baptist Edu-
cation Society and the Maine Baptist
Charitable Society.

Mr. Sanborn from same committee,
reported “ought to pass” on »ill, An
Act to authorize the plantation of
Barnard to construct its ways and
bridges:

Mr. Conners from same committes,
reported *“‘ought to pass” on bill, An
Act to amend Chapter 129 of the Pub-
lic Laws of 1913, entitled “An Act to
create a Public Utilities Commission,
prescribe its powers and duties and to
provide for the regulation and control
of public utilities.”

Mr. Waterhouse from same commit-
tee, reported ‘“‘ought to pass” on Re-
solve in favor of Hon. D. D. Stewart of
St. Albans.

Mr. Thombs from the committee on
legal affairs, on bill, An Aect to revise
and extend the powers of the King-
man Developing Company, reported
the same In a new draft under same
title and that it “ousght to pass.”’

Mr. Hanson from same committee,
reported ‘“ought to pass” on bill, An
Act to incorporate the Libby Home-
stead Corporation. .

Same gentleman from same commit-
tee, reported “ought to pass” on bill,
An Act confirming the official acts of
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I'rank D. Fenderson acting as register
cof deeds for York county.

Mr. Thibodeau from committee on
library, on Resolve in favor of a His-
tery of Pemaquid, in the town of Bris-
tol, reported same in a new draft un-
der same title ‘and that it “ought to
pass.”

Mr. Michaud from committee on
public health, on bill, An Act to pro-
vide for the cure and treatment of
tubercular persons, reported the same
in a new draft under same title and
that it “ought to pass.”

Mr. Perham from the committee on
ways and bridges, on Resolve in favor
of the town of Hebron, reported same
i a new draft under titie of “Resolve
in favor of aid in repairing highway
in the town of Hebron,” and that it
“ought to pass.”

Mr. Besse from same committee, on
Resolve in favor of assisting the town
of Plymouth in the repairing and re-

building of Long Bridge across
Plymoeuth Pond, reported same in a
new draft under title of “Resolve 1n

favor of aid in repairing Long Bridge,
so-called, in the town of Plymouth,”
and that it “ought to pass.”

Mr., Durgzain from same committee,
on bill, An Act to amend Chapter 356
of the Private and Special Laws of
1383, relating to the construction of
bridge over tide waters between Orr's
Jsland and Bailey”s Island, reported
same in a new draft under same title
and that it “ought to pass.”

Mr. Cobb from same committee, on Re-
solve in favor of repairing road in the
town of Cooper, reported same in a new
draft under same title and that it “ought
to pass.” .

Mr. Besse from same committee, on
Resolve in favor of the town of Har-
mony for a bridge across Higgins Brook,
reported same in a new draft under titls
of “Resolve in favor of aid in building
a bridge across Higgins Brook, in the
town of Harmony,” and that it ‘“‘ought
to pass.”

Mr. Cobb from same committee, on Re-
solve for repairing a highway in the
town of Upton, reported same in a new
draft under title of ‘“‘Resolve in favor of
aid in repairing highway in the town of
Upton,” and that it ‘““ought to pass.”
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The reports were accepted and the sev-
eral hills and resolves ordered printed
under the joint rules.

Mr. Washburn from the committee on
agriculture, reported ‘‘ought not to.pass”
on bill, An Act additional to Section two
of Chapter 156 of the Public Laws of
1913, relating to the packing, shipping and
sale of apples.

Mr. Ricker from the committee on edu-
cation, reported ‘‘ought not to pass” on

bill, An Act to amend Section 83 of
Chapter 156 of the Revised Statutes, as
amended by Chapter 48 of the Public

Laws of 1905, as amended by Chapter 48
of the Public Laws of 1907, as amended
by Chapter 190 of the Public Laws of
1909, as amended by Chapter 23 of the
Public Laws of 1911, as amended by Chap-
ter 195 of thre Public Laws of 1913, relat-
ing to school holidays.

Same gentleman from same committee,
reported ‘“‘ought to pass” on  Dbill, An
Act to amend Chapter 177 of the Public
Laws of 1909, relating to the common
school fund and its distribution.

Same gentleman from same committee,

revorted ‘‘ought not to pass” on Re-
solve in favor of Nellie Iletcher, with
Statement of facts.

Mr. Sanborn from the committee on

judiciary, reported ‘“ought not to pass”
on bill, An Act relating to the records of
instruments relating to real estate in the
county of Xnox now recorded in other
counties.

Mr, McCarty from same committee, re-
ported ‘“‘ought not to pass” on bill, An
Act to amend Chapter 215 of the Private
and Special Laws of 1913, relating to
municipal elections.

Same gentleman from same committee,
reported ‘““ought not to pass” on bill, An
Act in addition to Chapter 93 of the Re-
vised Statutes, relating to liens on land.

Mr. Connellan from same committee,
reported ‘“ought not to pass” on bill, An
Act to establish a State board of ac-
counts.

Mr. O’Connell from the committee on
labor, on bill, An Act for the protection
of life and property against loss or
damage from steam boilers and steam
engines operated by Incompetent per-
sons, reported that the same be referred
to the committee on judiciary.

Mr. Smith from the committee on State
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School for Boys and Industrial School for
Girls, reported ‘“‘ought not to pass’” on
bill, An Act amending Section two of
Chapter 143 of the Revised Statutes, re-
lating to the age at which boys may be
committed to the State School for Boys.

The reports were accepted.

Majority and minority reports of the
committee on education on bill, An Act
to provide for the distribution of State
school funds, majority report, reporting
“ought not to pass,” signed by Messts.
Walker, Murphy, Ames, CGallagher,
Woodman, Snow, Pierce and Ricker; mi-
nority report, reporting ‘ought to pass,”
signed by Mr. Perham.

Mr., RICKER of Castine: Mr., Speaker,
I move the acceptance of the majority
report of this committee on distribution
of State school funds. In stating by rea-
sons for making this motion I will try
to be very brief. In the beginning, in
1829 the school census basis of distribu-
tion was established which lasted until
1907. At that time there were no large
manufacturing centers, or no cities of
any great amount in this State. Later
the cities were incorporated and there
were academies, normal schools and va-
rious institutions created which changed
the distribution of this fund, so that in
1907 the State gave one and one-half mills
for school purposes. In 1909 another one
and one-half mills was assessed on the
valuation of the State in general, mak-
ing three mills in all; also in 1909 the
equalization fund was established, and
this was done to take care of the poor
schools, that it was claimed the other
fund acted against. Now in addition to
the money that the common schools re-
ceive, the State appropriates a sum al-
together of $2,168,000, in rough figures, and
that is distributed to academies, semina-
ries, institutes and normal schools; also
the towns sending their scholars to high
schools in other towns receive a rebate
from the State from that account. Now
the school fund at the present time is dis-
tributed on the basis of two-thirds cen-
sus and one-third population, and in the
last three Legislatures of 1909, 1911 and
1913 there have bheen bills presented to
the committees which have had this mat-
ter under consideration, and eventually
the Legislature voted ‘‘ought not to
pass’’ on every one of these bills. The
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present bill makes the distribution ac-
cording to the aggregate attendance. This
proposition sounds very good to one read-
ing the bill, but it does not work out in
practice. Sickness alone would bhe the
greatest enemy to this distribution on the
method of aggregate attendance and that
is something that could not be helped:
and the town in order to receive its State
aid would have to go to the previous
year’s record, and you can readily see
that towns in one year might have a lot
of money and the next year their fund
would be deficient. I could present faces
and figures, but I do not think it is
necessary.

It is claimed that this is a Grange bill,
but I hardly believe that the members
of the Grange jointly favor this bill. W&
have here, roughly speaking, 17 peti-
tions signed by different Granges in fa-
vor of this bill. In looking over these
petitions—and 1 will say that these pe-
titions were signed by the secrvetaries of
the different Granges and not by the in-
dividual members of the different
Granges, and you gentlemen who belong
to lodges know that when any petitions
are presented to a lodge they are as a
general rule signed, and it does not make
any difference how many are there, it is
signed by the secretary. 1 have one pe-
tition here representing a Grange of -.o
members, and the secretary of this
Grange signed this petition, and then in
red ink on the petition it says “About
50 present; vote divided.” Now If that
is one Grange which had a divided vote
there must have been other Granges
which had divided votes, although
the secretary did mnot put it on
the petition. Out of the first 3}
petitions that were presented and which
I looked over, over b52—over one-half of
those Granges—stood to lose $16.000. Now
the members of those Granges stand for
that petition, naturally, or you would
think they would, but when you come
to find that they lose over $16,000 you can
readily see that they would vote the
other way.

Now, gentlemen, I wish to go on record
as saying that I have nothing and neither
has our committee anything against the
Grange; we are simply for the good of
the schools in general of the State of
Maine; we took up all these bills and
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tried to do the best we could for the
good of our schools. I recognize that the
Grange as a body is composed of people
who are interested in the welfare of the
State; we all known that the farming ele-
ment is an important one in our State,
and there is no reason why we should
not support them as far as we can; they
send representatives to tne Legislature
to appear for or against bills which they
think are of interest to the State; and it
seems to me that their motto should be
“Progress for Maine,”” at least; ~but I
think the individual members who are
appearing for this Bbill are mistaken in
their figures.

The T5th legislature appointed 4
special committee, a commlittee that
was entirely non-partisan, to repor!
to the 76th legislature on the mattar
of school distribution; the members
of that committee worked without pay
and they conferred with experts from:
all over the United States. The re-
sult of their work is comprised i
Senate Doc. No. 121 of the 76th legis
lature. With all the powers they had
and with all the evidence that wan
brought before them they saw 1o
reason for any change in tne bill
Your present committee has heard
all the evidence they could. We gava
a wide-open hearing in the Senats
Chamber two weeks ago today; w=2
talked with members individually and
collectively; there were present pec-
ple from all over the state. You
remember there is a minority report
upon this matter, but - we can see no
‘reason why this bill should be changai
at the present time.

Now, who would gain if the mem-
bers of this House vote to support
the minority report of the committee?
§1 of the representative districts
would lose; 13 of the towns sending a
representative would lose; 33 other
towns in those representative
districts would lose; oniy o4
would gain. I think these figures
are authentic; at least they have been
worked back and forth by several men
who are experts in this line. At the
present time it seems to me that the
census and valuation principle dov=-
tail together very well, and while we
might admit that it is not an ideal
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principle of distribution, that it is as
good as any that has been presented
to us.

I feel that I have taken considera-
ble time of the session this morning
upon this matter, and will not make
any further remarks at this time, bu®
I am gcing to ask, Mr. Speaker, that
when the vote is taken it be taken by
the yeas and nays.

Mr. PERMAM of Woodstock: Mr.
Spealter, I move that these two re-
ports be laid upon the table and be
specially assigned for consideration to-
morrow morning.

Mr. RLAKXE of New Gloucester’
Mr. Speaker, I heartily concur with the
gentleman from Castine, Mr. Ricker,
in regard to this bill, I consider my-
self a good Granger, but I wish
say that in my town of New Glou-
cester — —

The SPEAKER: The Chair will
state to the gentleman from New
Gloucester, Mr. Blake, that the pend-
ing question now is upon the motion
of the gentleman from Woodstock,
Mr. Perham, to lay the matter upon
the table until tomorrow morning.

Mr. THOMBS of ILincoln: Mr.
Speaker, the motion to assign to a
day certain is a debatable question,
is it not?

The SPEAKER: As to the time of
assignment, as the Chair understands
it.  All those in favor of the motion
that this matter be tabled and spe-
cially assigned for tomorrow morn-
ing, will say vyes; all those opposed
will say no.

A viva voce vote being taken.

The motion was lost.

Mr. BLAKE of New Gloucester.
Mr. Speaker, I wish to say that £
this change is made the town of New
Gloucester would lose between seven
and eight hundred dollars a year of
their gchool money; and I secon‘l
the motion of the gentleman from
Castine, Mr. Ricker.

Mr., 8T. CLAIR of Calais: Mr.
" Speaker, I have not entered into any
figures in regard to the effect of this

Lill upor the amount received by the
various towns throughout the State.
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I presumec we all know it is a fact that
whatever system of distribution Iis
adopted, some towns will receive more
than others. if it is on valuation, then
the wealthy towns are benefitted and
the poor towns are hurt. If it is on an
average attendance, the town that is

more careful to get its scholars in
school would get more. Now if it is
on aggregate atendance, how is it

going to affect the various towns? I
asked the superintendent of schools
what he meiant by aggregate attend-
ance—how he figured the aggregate
attendance—and he told me that this
was the system: If a child was in
school one day, that would count as
a day's attendance; that they took the
attendance of every school in the town
and added all the days that each
scholar was in school for the year, and
that would be the aggregate attend-
ance of that town for the year. Aggre-
gating ihe various towns in the State
would give the aggregate attendance
for the whole State. Then they take
that as a diviser, and divide the school
money by the total aggregate attend-
ance, which would give the amount
that each day’s attendance was enti-
tled to. Then each town would use as
a multiplier the aggregate attendance
of that town, and multiply that quo-
tient, which would give the amount
of money that that town shouid re-
ceive. Now naturally you would imag-
ine that that would not make much
difference; but there is one thing cer-
tain, it =eems to me, that it is a lit-
tle incentive to the various towns to
@et their children into school as many
days as possible. That is something in
favor of the bill, because this money
that is expended by the State should
he expended on scholars in school; not
on scholars hoeing potatoes on the
farm, but on the boy and girl who
are in school. That is where the moncy
should go. Personally, nct having fig-
ured upon this bill to know how it af-
fects towns, T say this: that if a town
ig so careless and indifferent about its
schools that it is perfectly willing that
the scholars shall be out of
rather than in, that town ought to be
hurt, and that the town that is anxious,
and he people of the town who are

school’
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anxious, that their children shall be
in school ought to receive the benefit,
hecause they have more children pro-
pertionately in school. This money is
to pay for education, not for work
anywhere else. Personally, were I
asked how I would want the school
money divided, I would say that I
want it divided on average attendance.
That means this: that the towns which
have the highest average attendance
should get the most money and it
would be paid for schooling. It may
not be news to you, but some years
ago it came under my notice that there
werc towns in the State that took
their school money and-divided it up
among themselves, and did not use it
for schools at all. That was ferreted
out and stepped. If you can get a law
which works against that kind of bus-
iness, and works for the towns and
the communities that send their chil-
dren to school, why it is good. The
poor towns of the State as well as the
towns where there are but a few chil-
dren, are hurt by any system of dis-
tribution that may be devised. The
equalization fund is supposed to take
care of that and help the poorer towns;
and it seems to me that there are two
problems before this Legislature. One
is to find a way to help the towns that
are not able to school their children as
well as the wealthy communities are.
The towns of the State owe a debt to
every boy and girl within the State to
sce that they have an education as
good as is comportable with the other
needs of the State.

The cther problem before this L.eg-
islature is to see to it that the money
of the State which we vote for schools
shall be paid for work in schools. Now
that was one trouble with the school
censug svstem. Down in our own town,
a number of years ago, there was a
Iar community in which the average
at dance children in school was
less than 50 per cent.; that is their
children went to school half of the
time. Now they were getting just as
much money as another comrmunity in
the town, proportionately, where the
average attendance was over 50 per
cent. That was not fair. The ecommu-
nity which sent 75 per cent. of its

o
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children to school should get more for
it than a community that cares so lit-
tle for its schools than it send only 50
per cent. of its children to school.

These are the problems that face the
T.egislature: To help the poor towns
that are not able financially to have
good schools, and then to see in some
way if it cannot devise a means by
which thie money of the State of Mhaine,
which we s0 generously pour out—and
I want to say right here that there is
mno state in the Union when you take
wealth and population into considera-
tion that provides for education so
generously as the State of Maine; and
we want to see that the money that the
State of Maine thus expends is paid for
education in schools, and not for hoys
reaming about, not for boys working
on the farm, not for boys going to sea,
not for girls in stores, but for the
children in the schools who are trying
to get an education. (Applause).

Mr. RICKER: I would like, .Mr.
Speaker, to go a litle further on that
equalization fund matter. It started
with $20,000 until last session when
was $40,000. This year we have under
advisement in the committee raising it
to 8§50,000. That will help the poor towns.

Mr. SMITH of Hampden: Mr. Speak-
er, I received a letter the other day from
the chairman of the Board of Selectmen
of my town asking that when this mat-
ter came up I should say a word in
favor of the aggregate attendance
method of division of the school money.
"When over to town meeting Monday I
met the Supervisor of Schools of my
town, the city of Brewer and of Veazie.
Fle stated to me that under the census
method there were in his jurisdiction a
mother and child both receiving money
by that method, and neither of them in
school. A former superintendent of the
Maine schools, Mr. Stetson, stated that
in his opinion it 'wias as fair to divide
the school money of the State according
to the census of the pigs and cows on
the farm as to divide it according to
this method which had nothing to do
with school and the cost of school main-
tenance. We do know that there has
been a protest over much of this State
that one of the cities of the State has
used school money, appropriated by the
State for general school purposes, in the

it
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construction of streets or for whatever
purpose it saw fit outside of school pur-
poses, when a large part, or guite a part,
of its scholar population was working
and earning money, and not using any
portion of the money that the State had
voted it for the purpose of maintaining
its schools. I appeal to you gentlemen
for a fair division. I am a Granger,
and T think I can say that this is a
IGranger measure, It is a State-wide or-
iganization, and the fact that one town
loses a ilittle and another gains a hit
I hope doés not enter into our calculu-
tions to a sufficient extent to make us -~
for or against this bill. (Applause).

Mr. HILL of Cornish: Mr. Speaker
and gentlemen of the House, I have
just a few words to say uwpon this mat-
ter. In the first place, in 1828 the State -
set mside 24 townships of land to be sold
and the proceeds twrmned into the State
Treasury and it was to be known as
the common school fund. Later on they
sold 20 half townships and that was to
be turned in and known as the common
school fund. In 1872 the first mill tax
was passed and that 'was to be assessed
upon all the property in the State and
turned into the State Treasury and
known as the common school fund. In
1807 they raised another half mill and
thiat was to be iassessed in the same way
and turned into the State Treasury to
be known as the common schonl fund.

Now, gentlemen, I want you to Dbear
in mind one thing, and that is that all
of these appropriations which had Dbeen
made up to that time were to be turned
into the State Treasury and known as
common school funds. The object, I will
say, of that school fund was to assess
property wherever it existed and dis-
tribute it among the poorer towns for
the purpose of helping to educate the
scholars in these towns where the
towns were not able to do it themselves.
Now, in 1209 they added another half
mill, and that was to be assessed in the
same way as all the other school funds
had been assessed, and that was to be
turned into the Sitate Treasury and
knowrn as the common school fund.
Then there is wan equalization tax. The
first was $20.000, the next wwas $27,300 and
the next was $40,000; and that was to
he distributed around to help out the
poorer towns according as they saw fit.
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As T have said before, I want you to
bear in mind that wall these appropria-
tions, even up to the last one, have been
known as the school fund. On the first
one it was to be distributed on the sale
orf the wild lands, etec., but the last one,
the mill tax, mwas to be distributed
among the several towng. In this con-
nection I want to read to you from the
report ¢f the committee, a -committee
of which the Senator from Cumberland
was 2 member and a strong advocate
of the present mode of distribution of
that mill tax; and they say in that re-
port, on pasge 20, “Regarding the State
school fund solely as wn educational
fund, the wvaluation basis is indefensi-
hle.”

‘Tow, gentlemen. I want to say here
that I want to go on record as being
in favor of the boy in the log cabin who
should draw the same money as though

he 'was living in o brownstone front in,

Prrtland. 1 do not Dbelieve, as I said
before, that this was ever intended to
help out uany but the poor boy. The
rich boys can take care of themselves.
It seems to me that the cominittee did
not approve of that method of taking
the aggregate attendance, and 1 am
willing to accept that; I want the schol-
ars of cur State to have this money as
it helongs to them; and T hope when this
vote is taken it will be by yeas and nays
and that every member of this House
will go on record whether he ig in favor
of the poor boy or in favor of the rich
hoy in the Dbrownstone front. I want
to say, further, that Mr. Graham’s block
on the wcorner of Harlow and Center
streets in Bangor would draw more
school money with not a scholar in the
city of Eangor than would the town of
Hudson in my class with every scholar
they have in that town. Now if you
think this is fair to the poor boy to
divide it accord{ng to this method, do
so, Dut I hope every man will stand up
nere and vote not to be prejudiced be-
cause he lives in a town waere there
is censiderable 'wealth, but vote for the
under dog in the fight, as I say.

Mr. TUTTLE of Caribou: Mr.
Speaker, it seems to me that this
should not be a question of whether
my town gets a few dollars more than
some other town; or whether some
other town or city gets more than

mine. But the question is, the egual
distribution of this money for the pur-
pose for which it was raised? It was
raised to educate the children of the
State, not the children of any par-
ticular .city or town, but the chil-
dren of the State, whether they be in
a poor town or a wealthy one. And
it seems to me that this bill proposes
the most equitable way of distribu-
tion of any that has even been pro-
posed, and it seems to me that in 2
matter of so vital importance as this,
we should set aside all locali or self-
interest and consider what is best for
all.

The Granges, both Pomonas and
Subordinates, in our county have been
considering this school tax question
for the last three or more years in
their meetings, and I have attended
a great many of their meetings and
know wherecf I spealk, and I can truly
say that of all the questions that
ever were brought to the considera-
tion. of our granges this received th=
most careful consideration both in
committees and in the meetings, and
all were of the unanimous opinion
that this bill favoring the aggregate
attendance is the most just and equit-
ahle method for distributing the com-
mon school fund.

To show you that the counties that
possess the wealthy villages and cities
have an advantage of the poorer coun-
ties, T will cite you Aroostook county
as compared with Cumberland. Aroos-
took County with .28 less available
funds per scholar than Cumberland
County is taxing itself 2-6-10 mills
per dollar against Cumberland County
7-10 of one mill and if Cumberland
County should pay the same rate as
Aroostook County does, it would cost
Cumberland $93,368.86 more than it
is now paying, and if Aroostook Coun-
ty should pay the same rate as Cum-
berland County it would save $50,438.-
63.

Mr. DRUMMOND of Winslow: Mr.
Speaker, I am not a Granger and yeti
the town which I represent has &
Grange of about 200 members, and
another town in the same class has a
Grange nearly as large as that, It
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was attempted to have those Granges

vote in favor of this bill, because 't
came from the State Grange, as I
was informed by good authority, and

both of those Granges turned down
that propositicn. -So it is not a unani-
mous measure among the Granges, as
I understand it. Now some mention
was made about houses with brown-
stone fronts, We have none of those
things in Winslow, but we are a small
country town; in my town this year
they voted to raise $5,000 and get what
we could from the state, and if this
bill is passed on the average attend-
ance we are going to lose very nearly
a thousand dollars; of course we dv
not like that. Our town is strongly
opposed to this average attendance.

Mr. PERHAM of Woodstock: Mr.
Speaker, yov will remember a short
time ago I asked for this matter to be
laid on the table until tomorrow morn-
ing. My object in that was simply be-
cause this is a matter of State-wide
importance and of State-wide interest.
I felt that practically all or a large
number of the people here standing in
favor of the aggregate attendance
method of distribution were not pre-
pared this morning to take up this ar-
gument; in fact, we did not expect it
would be forced upon us this morning
as it has been the courteous custom
of this body to Jay matters upon the
table and assign a time in the future
for the consideration of practically ev-
ery matter of importance that has
been presented here. I simply asked
that this matter be continued until
tomorrow morning, realizing that the
session is getting quite well advanc-
ed, and it is the furthest from my de-
sire to hinder in any way the work
of this Legislature. However, the
members of this House did not see fit
to grant that request, and for that
reason the discussion of this very im-
portant matter has been precipitated
this morning.

This matter of distribution of State
school funds is a business proposi-
tion. You have listened to the remarks
in regard to the State school fund,
about its creation, and how it has de-
veloped from small to large propor-
tions. It was fully explained before
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our committee in relation to the last
mill and a half to be used as a school
fund, and how they tried to do other
things with it; but we were very for-
tunate in having an expert constitu-
tional lawyer with us that day, and
he was evidently on hand at the time
when this distribution fund was en-
acted; and we learned that it was the
only constitutional way in which the)
could take care of this fund that they
had assessed on all the property in
the State. The State of Maine is sit-
uated a little differently from a great
many of the other states; we have
large values on property in our State
that are not subject to local taxation
for schools, roads and all that sort of
thing; we also have another iarge
clagss of prcperty that does not come
in and use their portion of the school
money, and that is the large number
of summer residents in the State of
Maine, people who have come into our
towns, especially the towns along the
coast of Maine, who have gone into
different portions of our State devel-
oping palatial summer homes, men of
ability who own these homes, men of
ability who come to help support the
towns where they are situated. When
that fund was distributed they claim-
ed that should not go into the schools,
that some did not want it, and they
allowed it to be constitutional, and it
was the only way they could get at
that property, and for that reason it
was made a school fund at that time;
it is a school fund at the present eime,
and it must be maintained as a school
fund. As a school fund the question
of that value in certain localities has
no just place in the distribution of
this fund; it must be distributed and
used for common school purposes.

Now, we find in discussing this mat-
ter that there are a lot of things which
enter into it. In our hearing which
was held in the Senate chamber, and
which was a public hearing, we had
representatives from many of the
larger places where these large ac-
cumulations of property exist protest-
ing against any change whereby the
valuation method of distribution
should be stricken out. Those of you
who were present at that hearing
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know how flat fell that argument. The
question resolvesg itself in about this
way: the State of Maine has a fund
which is created for certain purposes,
under the present method of distribu-
tion, and you all know the facts and
figures which have been placed before
the members of this Legislature, and
from that we all know that certain
places receive a very large amount of
that money, even more than they can
use for all of their common sgchool
purposes; we know of many other
towns which draw large amounts of
money from that town and which will
raise something locally to support their
schools. The rate of the amount rais-
ed locally for the support of schools
in these large wealthy places runs in
the fractions of a mill, from 4-10 to
7-10 cr 8-10 of a mill; while in the
country towns it runs from three to
seven or eight mills. In my own town,
for instance, it is four mills and a
fraction.

Now the question is in this case, can
this fund created by the State for the
schooling of the children of the State
—shall it be placed where the value on
property lies, where the summer peo-
ple come and maintain their palatial
residences from all secctions of the
country, where they come and spend
their money liberally and send no
children to the schools—shall that
money raised for our children go back
to those towas where those people
make their temporary hoine, or shall
it go into the common schools of the
State of Maine where the boys and
zirls of our State must receive their
education?

1t seems to me there can be hut one
answer to that guestion. It seems by
the repor of the committee that ten
out of the sixteen counties would gain
by this proposed change. One out of
the six that loses would lose a very
small amount, right around one hun-
dred dollars as I remember it; it can
not be the fact that all would be losers,
as has been explained, in a great many
cases; that cannot be a fact because
we know by actual figures that many
thousands of dollars of this school
money will change places; it will go
from the places of accumulated wealth,

—HOUSE, MARCH 10.

from these large manufacturing cen-
ters where they employ a large num-
ber of people of school age in those
factories,—it will go from these townsg
and cities where they have large pri-
vate schools and it will be put into the
country. Yes, I will say into the
country, and T am a mpart of the
country, and while my town from pe-
culiar conditions under the present
method according to the figures would
lose slightly by the change, on gen-
eral principles that money should go
where the children are; it is our duty
to educate the children of the State
of Maine., And without going into the
actual figures which are available and
which are accurate and which will
show that over half of the towns of
the State of Maine will gain by the

change in distribution, I think it is
patent to this legislature that while
this method may not be absoclutely

right it is hard to get any hard and
fast rule of distribution but what will
effect somse sections perhaps unfairly.
We shall have under our equalization
fund, under either method, to take care
of extreme cases; but I think it is
patent to the memhbers of this House
that the change in the distribution will
be more nearly just, more nearly fair
and more nearly in accordance with
the spirit of the times to educate the
children who are called the best nro-
duct of the State of Maine, and let us
put this money of the State where it
will do good to the children of the
State.

Mr. HILL: Jr. Speaker, T consid-
er all the tables from that rewport for-
cign to the subject entirely. It is a
question of scholars and distribution.
I think., Our country towns are ali
growing smaller in population and
valuation. T will cite a few towns in
Penobscot County in as good a part
of the county as there is. The town
of Iixeter in 1850 had a pepulation ot
1§53; in 1910 it had 8§3. The town
of Corinth had in 1866 a population
of 1789; in 1910, 1042, In 1860 Ban-
gor had 16,408; in 1910, 24,803. The:
increased one-half in population and
tribled in valuation, while we have
been cut in two. I was in favor of the
census plan, but I will say that i
think this is better than the old onc.
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In that same time Portland, with
about 16,000 or 17,000 scholars, drew
as much money as FPiscataquis an’
Penobscot counties combined; but
they had the valuation. I wish my
tax was $1,000 this year if I nad the
property behind it to back it up. Thes2
cities come in here and claim tha:
they are overburdened. Is it a burden
te them that they are rich, or iz it
against us that we are poor In our
country towns? I say that when any
man stands up in this Legislature, and

votes to discriminate and take the
property valuation. and deprive the
poor bhoy of his rights, he is voting

from selfish motives: he is not voting
according to the dictates of his heart
and for what is right and just for
all.

Mr. McKINLEY of Jackson:
Speaker and Gentlemen: I did not
intend to have anything to say on
this question, although it 1s one< that
1 am interested in especially, unfil
the inclination shosved itself to choke
the question down and not give the
advocates of it a chance to make some
preparation to present their side of the
matter. Heretofore at this sessioy,
matters of greater or less importance
have been tabled to give opportunity
for preparation and discussion. Since
I have been seated here for the lasv
few wecks listening to the delibera-
tions of this House and attending the
cemmittee hearings, there is one thing
that I have noticed particulariy; that
when any matter of any importance
came up, we have been asked to pausoe
and see if the people cutside deman:1
that such legislation should be en-
acted. Now it gmeems to me, as 1
have sat here and listened to the doc-
uments read by our Clerk day after
day that there has been a strong voice
Jfrom the people in favor of this
Grange bill Petition after petitioa
has been laid on our tables and rear,
also resolve after resolve from our
Granges; and it occurred to me that
the gentleman who spoke first here
had an inclination to Delittle thesc
petitions and resolves, though I sin-
cerely hope not. [ will say from mv
own standpoint, from my own locality,

Mr.

3]
at
w

that where these petitions and re-
solves have heen presented, they have
been met with hearty approval, and
the people by signing them have voic-
ed their sentiments in regard to this
guestion. Now, Mr. Speaker, in re-
gard to my own town, and in regard ‘.o
my own county on the present bhasis.
Figured on the basis of last year, my
own town would lose a small amount.
I understand and believe that it only
makes about $120 difference in the
v’hole county. Still, down in the town
of Jackson we are assessing ourselves
annually five mills to support our
schools, while I understand that some
of these large cities that oppose this
measure are assessing themeseives less
than one mill. You see, gentlemen,
that if this matter could bhe more
nearly equalized it would create 2
stimulus for our smaller towns ‘o
extend our schonl weeks and to in-
Crease . the number of our pupils.
Those who have taken pains to fig-
ure it out find that there 1s whers
we would e the gainers, if our school
money should increase in the ratio
that we increase our school *weeks
and our number of attendants. Gen-
tlemen, I rise to make these few bro-
ken remarks that T may go on record
ir this matter to the people who have
kindly sent me here to represent their
interests.

Mr. McINTIRE ot Watertord: Mr.
Spealcer: I would not feel that I had
done my duty Iif I did not stand up here
and be counted as a Granger, if nothing
more. Now I will not take five minutes
of your time. I can tell you what it
costs to educate children in the country
for I have educated two. 1 could tell
vou of the abandoned tarms that hiave
been abandoned from just trying to ed-

ucite  the children back in the rural
sections. You know it, and I do not
jhave to tell you about it. T can tell

you that if you do not give some relief,
and nelp them out, ther will he more
abandoned farms. A large per cent
have had to go without the advantages
of education; 1 am going to take this
stand, gentlemen, that our principle is
rizht. It was ably set out hy my gonod
friend, Mr. St. Clair. Tt is the principle
that we are working on, gentlemen, and
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that principle is right, and right in time
will prevail. Let us rise above this lit-
tle petty matter of avhat our town is
going to lose or what it is going to gain.
[et us Jook at the principle of
thtsg. You all know what a turtle
o if you touch him iwith a stick. Iis
head  dizsappears—his feel, his tail, are
igone:  there is nothing but the shell
Let us stand on our feet and look at the
principle of this thing and keep outside
of the shell.

the
will

Mr. TTHOMBS of Lincoin:
nnd

Mr. Speaker
gentlemen of tne House: I have
listened 'with a good deal of interest to
the discussion regarding the matter un-
der congideration this morning, and 1
am somewhat surprised fat the ability
and the detail with which it 'has been
discussed by the warious speakers. T
must acknowledge that I am not fami-
liar with the details of our existing
school laws. To me they are rather
complex. Now if there mare others in
this hall this morning like myself who
ido not understand these matters in de-
tail, taking into consideration the argu-
ments pro and con that we have listened
to, what then becomes our duty respect-
ing our decision in this matter? It
seems to me that my duty is plain. It
seems to me *‘hat I cannot conscien-
tiously 2o "against the wreport of the
majority of our educational committee,
which committee, as you know, is com-
posed of men of ability, men of long
experiencs in school matters, and whose
decision, I think, is entitled to a great
deal of respect and consideration from
us. Im addition to them long time that
they have given the matter at this ses-
sion, a number of the gentlemen com-
posing this cemmittee 'have had cxperi-
ence on the same committee in previous
legisiatures, and they have had the ben-
efit of the detail and fact that has heen
worked out by their predecessors; and it
seems to me that a committee composed
of men coming from the ity and from

the cowitry as well that they have
arisen ahove the consideration of any
marticular Joeality and have given to

this Fouge this morning the benefit of
their juldgment as to what (hey deemer]
to he hest Tor the interests of the wholn

State. Now, gentlemen, it seems to me
that is true, and I feel dor ono
that this "ouse this morning—unless
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ventieman is satisfied in his own
hevond conviction otherwise that
right in this matter—that our duty
is to give to the majority report if this
commitiee our support. I hope you will
do that. (Applause).

Mr., PERHAM: Mr., Speaker, [ hope
that every member here will give due
consideration to the majority report
of this committee, I hiope you will con-
sider the facts in this case. If vyou
are satisfied in your own minds that
ithe majority report of this commit-
tee is right, is in accordance with the
facts that have been brought out at
our hearings, if you are satisfied that
that is the case, why your duty is
plain—to support the majority re-
port. If, on the other hand, you are
satisiied from your own knowledge, or
from what information you have on
hand, that the present method which
they advocate retaining is nto right,
that it should be changed, that swaple
honesty and justice, and as a business
proposition for this great State, call
for its change, then I hope you will
consider the majority report for just
what it is worth. Tt was my good for-
tune—yes, and I feel it as a good for-
tune—to be able to put in a minority
report from that committee, after
hearing the case as we all heard it,
after listening to the arguments that
have been going on through the ¥ouse
for the past two weeks, ana after see-
ing the slurs in our papers; and, if
you will permit me, I would like to
read vou an item from a paper in one
of the large cities of this State: “Noth-
ing more unfair or unjust than the so-
called Grange bill for the distribution
of school funds could be imagined. 1f
the small towns can require the cities
to be taxed for their benefit to the ex-
tent proposed in this bill, they could
be made to pay for all their expenses,

he s

and, except in degree, one would be
no less confiscation than the other.”
I submit to you, Mr. Speaker and

gentlemen, that that clipping from the
Portland TPress is entirely misleading.
The small towns are not compelling
the cities to be taxed for their sup-
port. The State of Maine says that
every dollar of property in the State
shail be taxed so many mills for the
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maintenance of the common schools of
the State of Maine. The fact that the
city of Portlaad, the town of Eden, or
any city cor Jarge community in the
State, is so unfortunate as to have
large amounts of wealth, large
amounts of property taxable to the State
of Maine—that is their misfortune. The
fact remains that the State ordered that
school fund raised, and we claim that
that school fund should be used for the
purposes for which it is raised. I hope,
Mr. Speaker, that when this vote is taken
every man will vote just as he honestly
believes is right; and I would further say
that this matter is of great importance,
and has been considered widely through-
out the State. Petitions have come in
there from over 170 Granges asking for
this thing, and I would say that there are
many others coming in too late to be pre-
sented. I say that these people have a
right to know how you and I stand on
this matter. That was one of the maiu
reasons~ why I put in- this minority re-
port. If the facts in this case show that
thre present system is right, that it is
just that certain cities shall receive all
that they need and more, too, by thous-
ands of dollars, then the people have a
right to know 1it, know that they are
wrong, and know that it is their duty to
go back home and sit down and keep
still, and let the large cities and the
wealthy towns of this State draw every-
thing that they need for schooling their
children, with no local taxation, or a
very small rate, and that we must still
continuwe to dig and delve in the dirt te
educate our children. Mr. Speaker, I
move that when this vote is taken that
the yeas and nays be asked for, and that
every man here shall go on record and
show his constituents just where he
stands on this all important question.

Mr. HILL: ot Corinth: Mr. Speaker,
if I may be pardoned another word
upon this matter, I wish to say that
the members of this committee of
whiech I previously spoke were the
Senator from Cumberland, Senator
Murphy who lives in Portland, the
largest city in Maine, Mr. Walker of
Somerset, who lives in Skowhegan,
the largest town in Somerset County,
and Mr. Gallagher of Bangor, the
largest city in Penobscot County; and

I want to say to you, gentlemen, that
when that matter came up before the
committee the gentleman from FPort-
land, Mr. Murphy, not only asked
questions, but he argued the case froni
start to finishh before the committee,
and what would you expect In regard
to his position in the executive ses-
sion of that committee? Now, gen-
tlemen, that commmittee to my mind
was selected at the opening of this
legislature for this very bill that is
before vyou this morning. I haven't
the least doubt of it. Ordinarily I
helieve we should pay considerabie
attention to the reports of our com-
mittees, but the report of that commit-
tee, gentlemen, is not worth the price
of that book.

Mr. GALLAGHEER ot Bangor: M.
Speaker, possibly if the gentleman
had gone further he would claim that
Eangor does benefit by this distribu-
tion; on the contrary, it is my opin-
ion that we would not benefit., The
cemmittee believed that there are some
inequalities in the distribution of this
fund, but they also believed that any
other method proposed would present
a great many more and perhaps more
unfair inequalities than the Dill rec-
cemmended by the majority of the
cemmittee. The gentleman from Cor-
inth, Mr. Hill, might also have gone
further and named seven differenm.
members of that committee who were
not from cities of large population,
but I do not believe that is a fair
statement to make before this House;
that it is a picked committee, or to
insinuate that anybody connected with
this body had any such intentions.
There is no doubt there are some in-
equalities in any distribution of thix
fund, the same as there would be in
any other method proposed, and the
inequalities may be greater In num-
ber or more unfair, and therefore I
trusl that the majority report of the
committee may be accepted.

Mr., HILL: Mr. Speaker, if I have
hurt the feelings of any members of
that committee I wish to apologize,
and if any of the others wish to make
2 confession let them come forward.

The SPEAKER: The question

is
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on the motion of the gentieman from
Castine. Mr. Riecker, that the majori-
ty report of the committee or educa-
tion he accepted. This veport
“ought not to pass,” and the questioz
on the acceptance of this report.
The veas and nays have been called
for. As many as desire the yeas and
nays will rise and stand in their places
until counted.

A sufficient number having arisen,
the yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER: All those in fa-

i3

iw

vor of the motion to accept the ma-
jority report “ought not to pass.” when

their nams were called, will answer
vet; all those opposed will answer no
The clerk will call the rule.

YEA—Albert, Allen, Averill, Ballard,
Bernier, Blake of New Gloucester, Blake
of Oakland, Bonney, Bourque, Bradbury,
Brown of New Sharon, Chadbourne, Clif-
tord. Cobb, Colecord, Connellan, Corliss,
Currier, Daigle, Davisg, Descoteaux, Doug-
lass, Drapeau, Drummond. Durgain, Rl-
lis, Krskine, Fay, Tossett, Gallagher,
Gilmour, Goldthwait, Gooding, Goodwin,
Greeley, Greenleaf, Hanson of Saco, Han-
son of Sanford, Haraden, Haskell, Hig-
ging, Hobbs, Hodgkins, IJolt of Noble-
horo, Holt of Skowhegan, Leader, ILewis,
Lombard, T.ord., Mansir, Maxwell, McCar-

ty, MeCurdy, Michaud, Miichell, Morri-
son, Morse, Mulligan, Neilon, Newell.

Noves, Peabbles, Terking, Picher, Pierce
of Farmington, Pierce of Tloulton, Plum-
mer, Ricker., Roberts, Robinson, Russell
of Tewiston, St. Clair of Rockland, San-
born. Small. Snow, Thibodeau of Tort
[Kent, Thombs, Trafton, Ward, Water-
Tionge., Wheeler, Wilking, YWoodman—33. -
NAY—Ames, Beal, Benn, Besse, Braunn,

TBrawn, Brown of  Auburn, Bussev,
Campbell, Carson, Chamberlin, Clement,
Coflin, Danforth, Dilling, Dutton, Td-
swwards, WBvans, TFord, Gerrish, Could,
Grant, Greateon. Greenlaw, Hart, TTill,
Jameson. Jordan, Lawrence, Libby, Lit-
tlefield, McCorrison, McIntire, MceKinley,

Meader, Millett. Mullin, Nicholas, O’Con-
nell, Perham, Peterson, Pollard, Ranney,

Tussell of Alfred, Ryder, St. Clair of
Calais, Smith, Tabbuit, Tate, Tobey,
Towle. Turner, Tuttle, Varney, Wasgatt,
IWashbhurn, Watts, Webh Welch, Wes-
cott. Wilson, Wise, Wyman—=3,
ABSENT—Bragdon, Chaplin, Connors,
Farper, McNally—5.

The SPIAKER: Righty-three having

voted in the affirmative and 63 in the neg-
ative, the House has voted to accept the
majority report of the committee, re-
porting “ought not to pass.”

First Reading of Printed Bills and
Resolves,

ouse 548: An Act to amend Section 69
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of Chapter 83 of the Revised Statutes, re-
lating to the duration of attachments.

House 549: An Act relating to fees re-
ceived by clerks of courts in naturaliza-
tion proceedings.

IHouse 550: An Act to amend Section 35
of Chapter & of the Revised Statutes, re-
lating to procecdings on demurrer.

House 551: An Act to amend Section 23
of Chapter 18 of the Revised Statutes,
as amended by Chapter 26 of the Public
Laws of 1907 and by Chapter 40 of the
Public Laws of 1913, relating to State
Laboratory of Hysgiene.

House 352: An Act to amend Section 7
of Chapter 211 of the Public Laws of 1913,
regulating the sale of morphine and otner
hypnotic and narcotic drugs.

House 553: An Act to prevent milk-
borne outbreaks of infectious diseases.

House 554: An Act to regulate the re-
moval ol bodies of diseased from the
Guilford cemetery.

ITouse b555: Resolve providing
epidemic or emergency fund.

House 556: An Act to extend the char-
ter of the Brewer Water Company, as
amended by Chapter 170 of the I’ublic
Laws of 1913.

House 557: An Act to extend the char-
ter of the Corinna Water Company.

House 558: An Acl to extend the time
within which the TFarmington-Oakland
Railway Company shall actually com-
mence business.

House 539: An Act to extend the char-
ter of the Bluehill Water (‘ompany.

TTouse 560: An Act to extend the char-
ter of the Pcople’'s Ferry Company.

ITouse 561: An Act to amend Section 2
of Chapter 20 of the I'rivate and Special
Laws of 1913, entitled “An Act author-
izing the town of Caribou to accept a
certain legacy.”’

House 562: An Act to authorize the
town of Millinocket to own and maintain
an electric lighting and power plant.

House 563: An Act additional to Chap-
ter 32 of the Revised Statutes, as amend-
ed by Chapter 206 of the Tublic Laws of
1913, relating to fishing in Bent’s pond,
so-called, in the town of New Sharon, in
Franklin county, and in the town of Vi-
enna, in Kennebec county.

House 564: An Act additional to Chap-
ter 32 of the Revised Statutes, as amend-
ed by Chapter 206 of the Public Laws of

for an
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1913, relating to the use of firearms upon
Megunticoock lake and adjacent waters
and the tributaries thereof, in Knox and
Waldo counties, and wupon the shores
thereof.

House 565: Resolve authorizing the
State treasurer to procure a temporary
loan.

House ©586: Resolve authorizing the
State treasurer to procure a temporary
loan.

House 567: An Act to amend Chapter 32
of the Revised Statutes, as amended by
Chapter 206 of the Public Laws of 1913,
relating to fishing in the Davis ponds, in
Guilford and Willimantic, in the county
of Piscatiquis.

House 568: Resolve in favor of the
Maine School for the Deaf.

House 569: An Act additional to Chap-
ter 32 of the Revised Statutes, as amend-
ed by Chapter 206 of the Public Laws of
1913, relating to fishing in certain waters
in Oxford county.

House 570: Resolve in favor of the
Bath Military and Naval Orphan Asy-
lum.

House 571: An Act relating to the pay-
ment of legacies.

House 572: An Act to punish escapes

from jail.
House 573: An Act to amend Section 14
of Chapter 8 of the Revised Statutes,
as amended by Section 1 of Chapter 186 of
the Public Laws of 1907, and by Chapter
22 of the Public Laws of 1913, relating to

the presentation of claims against es-
tates.
House 574: An Act making it unlawful

for persons to falsely represent them-
selves as deaf, dumb, blind, crippled or
otherwise defective.

House 575: An Act in favor of the
union of the towns of Dover and Fox-
croft as one municipality. (Tabled pend-
ing its second reading on motion by Mr.
Thombs of wincoln.)

House 576: An Act to amend Sec-
tion 10 of Chapter 116 of the Revised
Statutes, relating to the compensa-
tion of fish wardens.

House 577: An Act to amend Sec-
tion one of Chapter 380 of the Private
and Special Laws of 1909, relating to
the taking of lobsters and the setting
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of lobster traps in the waters of
Gouldsboro and other townas.

House 578: An Act to establish a
close time on lobsters in certain wa-
ters of Hancock County.

House 579: An Act to repeal Spe-
cial Law of 1895, Chapter 283, enti-
tled “An Act relating to the use of
purse and drag seines in the Georges
River.”

House 580: An Act to amend Sec-
tion 25 of Chapter 47 of the Revised
Statutes, relating to the returns of
lists of stockholders in banks to the
Secretary of State.

House 581: An Act to repeal Chap-
ter 63 of the Public Laws of 1907, pro-
viding for filing lists of heirs in the
registry of deeds.

House 582: An Act relating t»
crossings of rights of ways of rail-
roads organized under Chapter 53 of
the Revised Statutes.

House 583: An Act to amend Sec-
tion 89 of Chapter nine of the Re-
vised Statutes, as amended by Chap-
ter 184 of the Public Laws of 1907,
Chapter 94 of the Public Laws of 1909
and Chapter 46 of the Public Laws of
1911, relating to the choice of assess-
ors of taxes.

Mr. Ryder of Brownville offered
House Amendment A to amend Sec-
tion 89 in the tenth line after the
word ‘“dollars” by adding the words
“and fifty cents.”

The question being on the adoption
of the amendment.

The amendment was adopted, and
on further motion by Mr., Ryder, the
bill was tabled for the printing of
the amendment.

House 584: An Act to amend Sec-
tion one of Chapter 19 of the Public
Laws of 1913, relating to the obstruc-
tion of drainage of public ways.

Passed to Be Engrossed

Senate 241: An Act to amend Sec-
tion 2 of Chapter 51 of the Private and
Special Laws of 1840, Relating to the
Franklin County Agricultural Socie-
ty. :

Senate 242: An Act to provide for
the care and maintenance of the Mt.
Desert Bridge in the town of Tren-
ton.
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Senate 244: An Act to amend Sec-
tion 11 of Chapter 23 of the Revised
Statutes, as amended by Chapter 73
of the Public Laws of 1905, and as
further amended by Chapter 143 of
the Public Laws of 1907, reiating to
defining the boundaries of ways
where the same are doubtful, uncer-
tain, or lost. .

Senate 252: An Act to amend Sec-
tion 2 of Chapter 69 of the Public
Laws of 1909, relative to the licensing
of corporations receiving deposits
from their employees.

Senate 258: An Act to prevent the
aiding or abetting of the escape of
inmates of the Maine School for Fee-
ble Minded.

Senate 254. An Act to amend Sec-
tion 6 of Chapter 44 of the Public
Laws of 1907, relating to the dis-
charge of inmates of the Maine School
for Feeble Minded.

Senate 235. An Act to amend Section
5 of Chapter 44 Public Laws of 1907,
as amended by Chapter 167 of the Public
Laws of 1909, relating to commitment
to the Maine School for Feeble Minded.

Senate 237. An Act to amend Section
18 of Chapter 7 of the Revised Statutes,
relating to payment of interest to plan-
tations from the funds for {lands re-
served for public uses.

Homise 483, Resolve appropriating
money for the erection of monuments in
memory of Benedict Arnold’'s expedi-
tion through Maine to Quebec. (Tabled
on motion by Mr. Drummond of Win-
slow and especially assigned tfor con-
sideration on Friday of this week.))

House 508. Resolve in aid of naviga-
tion on Sebec lake.

House 307. Resolve in aid of naviga-
tion on Rangeley Lake, Mooselookme-
iguntic Lake and Cupsuptic Lake.

House 308. An Act to make valid the
annual toewn meeting of the town of
Robbinston in the county of Washing-
ton.

Flouse 509. An Act and petition to en-
Jarge the powers of the Portland Fe-
male Charitable Society. ’

House 510. An Act to incorporate
‘Winthrop Water Company.

House 511. An Act to enable Newcas-
tle Lumber Company to erect and main-

tain piers and booms in Big Woeod Pond
in Somerset county.

House 312, An Act in relation to the
collecting and preserving c¢f plans.

House 513, An Act to require certain
vehicles to ecarry lights at night on pub-
Jie highways and bridges. (Tabled pend-
ing its third reading and specially as-
signed for consideration on Tuesday of
next week, on motion by Mr. Grant of
St. Adbans.)

House 514, An Act to amend Chapter
20 of the Privates and Special Laws of
1911, as amended by Chapter 107 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1913,au-
thorizing the Wiscasset, Waterville and
Farmington ailway Company to dis-
nose of a part of the properiy oi said
commpany. (Tabled pending third read-
ing and especially assigned for con-
sideration on Monday of next week ol
motion by Mr. Dutton of Ringham.)

House 3515. An Act to amend Section
one of Chapter two hundred and three
of the Public Laws of 1803, relating to
the preservation of town records of
births, marriages and deaths previous
to the year 189L.

Heouse 528. An Act to create a Board
of Examination mand Registration of
Nurses.

Eouse 529, Resolve, for the completion
of the purchasd of the farm and the
erzction of builldings thereon of the

farm purchased under the provisions of

Chapter 199 of the Private and Special
Laws of 1915, for the purpose of scien-
tific investigations in agriculture in
iAroostook county.

House 534: An Act to amend Chap-
ter 32 of the Revised Statutes, as.
amended by Chapter 206 of the Pub-
lic Laws of 1913, relating to fishing in.
the pool at Upper Dam and in the riv-
er from said pool to Lake Mollychunk-
amunk, in the county of Oxford.

House 535: An Act to amend Section
2 of Chaptier 32 of the Revised Stat-
utes, as amended by Chapter 206 of
the Public Laws of 1913, relating to
ice fishing in Lower Xezar pond, in
the town of Fryeburg in Oxford coun-
ty, and in the town of Bridgton, in
‘Cumberland county.

House 536: An Act to amend Section
2 of Chapter 32 of the Revised Stat-
utes, as amended by Chapter 206 of the
Public Laws of 1913, relating to fish~
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ing in Rapid river between Liower
Richardson lake and Umbagog lake,
and in Pond in the river, in the coun-
ty of Oxford.

House 537: An Act to amend Chapter
121 of the Private l.aws of 1911, relat-
ing to Board of Overseers of the Poor
of the city of Fortland.

House 538: Resolve, providing for a
laboratory building for the State
Beard of Health. (Tabled pending re-
ceipt of statement of fact on motion
by Mr. Plummer of Lisbon.)

House 539: Resolve in favor of Jesse

Bachelder.

House 540: Resolve in favor of Har-
ry J. Bean of Augusta, Kennebec
county.

House 541: A Resolve in favor of

George N. Holland of Hampden.

House 542: Resolve in favor of Fred-
erick Brown. (Tabled pending receipt
of statement of facts on motion by
NMr. Plummer of Lisbon.)

House 543: Resolve in  favor of
George F. Phillips for State pension.

House 544: An Act to extend the
charter of the Livermore & Augusta
Railway Company. (Tabled pending its
third reading on motion by Mr. Plum-
mer of Lisbon.)

House 545: An Act to extend the
charter of the Casco Bay Water Com-
pany.

House 546: - An Act to extend the

charter of the Washburn Water Com-
pany.

House 547: An Act to extend the
charter of the Bowdoinham Water &
Flectric Company.

Passed to Be Enacted.

An Act to extend the charter of the
Quebec Extension Railway Company.

An Act to extend and amend the
charter of the Fairfield & Skowhegan
Railway Company.

An Act to amend Section 97 of
Chapter 15 of the Revised Statutes,
as amended by Chapter 45 of the Pub-
lic Laws of 1905, as amended by Chap-
ter 87 of the Public Laws of 1909, as
amended by Chapter 29 of the Public
Laws of 1911, as amended by Chapter
162 of the Public Laws of 1913, relating
to the appropriation for the schooling
of children in unorganized townships.
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An Act to amend Section 3 of Chap-
ter 58 of the Public Laws of 1913, re-

lating to the State certification of
teachers of public schuols.
An Act to amend Section 48 of

Chapter 32 of the Revised Statutes, as
amended by Chapter 206 of the Public
Laws of 1913, relating to hunting on
Kineo Point, in Kineo in the county
of Piscataquis.

An Act additional to Chapter 32 of
the Revised Statutes as amended by
Chapter 206 of the Public Laws of 1613,
relating to fishing in certain waters
in Township No. 6, Range 2, N. B. K.
P., or Forsyth Township, and in
Township No. 6, Range 1, N. B. X.
P., or Holeb Township, in the county
of Somerset.

An Act to amend Section 2 of Chap-
ter 32 of the Revised Statutes, as
amended by Chapter 206 of the Public
IL.aws of 1913, relating to fishing
through the ice in Martin pond, some-
times called Long pond, in The Forks
Plantation in Somerset county.

An Act relating to the adjustment
and payment of fire losses by insur-
ance companies.

An Act authorizing the Greenville
Light & Power Company to sell and
convey its properties and franchise to
the Penobscot Bay Electric Company.

An Act to extend the charter of the
Lincoln Light & Power Company.

An Act providing for punishment of
certain offences against habitations
and other huildings.

An Act to amend Section 9 of
Chapter 69 of the Revised Statutes, re-
lating to the authority of guardians
of persons over 21 years of age.

An Act to amend Section 17 of Chap-
ter 77 of the Revised Statutes, relat-
ing to proceedings if husband or wife
refuses to release interest in real es-
tate.

An Act to allow transportation com-
panies to issue free or reduced rate
transportation to their employes hold-
ing State or county or municipal of-
fices.

An Act to amend Section 4 of Chap-
ter 65 of the Revigsed Statutes, relating
to proceedings of judges of probate in
vacation.
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An Act to amend Section 6 of Chap-
ter 489 of the Private and Special
TLaws of 1901, entitled, “An Act to
supply the town of T.ubec with pure
water.”

An Act to amend Section 6 of Chap-
ter 122 of the Revised Statutes, relat-
ing to the penalty for manufacturing
or having in possession implements
and materials for counterfeiting.

An Act to amend Scction 11 of
Chapter 123 of the Revised Statutes,
relating to the reception of bribes for
neglect of duty by sheriffs and other
oifcers.

An Act to amend Chapter 104 of the
Public Laws of 1905, relating to in-
sane criminals.

An Act to amend Section 2 of Chap-
ter 32 of the Revised Statutes, as
amended by Chapter 206 of the Public
Laws of 1913, relating to ice fishing
in Forest lake in Cumberland county.

An Act additional to Chapter 290 of
the Private and Special Laws of 1511,
relating to the authority of the Rum-
ford and Mexico Water District to
talte land in the plantation of Milton.

An Act to establish 2 minimum wage
for State House employes.

An Act to amend Sections 25 and 30
of Chapter nine of the Revised Stat-
utes, relating to the taxation of the
property of corperations,.

An Act to Amend Section 62 of Chap-
ter 15 of the Revised Statutes, as
amended by Section 13 of Chapter 48
of the Tublic Laws of 1005, and as fur-
ther amended by Chapter 88 of the
Publie Laws of 1911, providing for the
tuition of high school scholars in
towns having no free high schools.

An Act additional to Chapter 32 of
the Revised Statutes, as amended by
Chapter 206 of the Public Laws of 1913,
relating to ice fishing in Passadum-
keag River, in the counties of Penob-
scot and Hancock.

An Act additional to tthe charter of
thte Penobscot Bay Ilectirc Company.

An Act to extend the charter of the
Lubece, East Machias and Machias
Railway Company.

An Act to amend Section one of
Chapter 35 of the Public Laws of 1911,
relative to the better protection of for-
ests along railroads from fire.
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An Act to incorporate the town of
Chapman in Aroostook County.

An Act to set off a part of the town
of Centerville, and annex the same to
the town of Northfield.

An Act to amend Section 16 of Chap-
ter 128 of the Revised Statutes, relat-
ing to injuries to fruit gardens.

An Act to amend Chapter 31 of the
Revised Statutes by including shoot-
ing galleries in the provisions thereof.

An Act to incorporate the Salisbury
Cove Water Company.

An Act to equalize the salaries of the
Judges of Probate. (On motion by Mr,
Plummer of Lisbon, tabled pending its
final enactment, and on further mo-
tion by the same gentleman especially
agsigned for consideration Thursday,
March 11.)

Orders of the Day

The SPEAKIER: The Chair lays
belore the House the following or-
der: Ordered, That no bill or resolve
carrying an appropriation of mona2y
shall be finally passed prior to the
gixteenth day of March next, same
being tabled by the gentleman from
Portland, Mr. Colcord.

Mr, COLCORD: Mr. Speaker, 1
vield to the gentleman frorn Houlton,
Mr. Pierce,

Mr. PIERCE of Houlton: Mr. Speak-
er, I have an amendment to this or-
der which I wish to offer,

Mr. Pierce then offered Iouse
Amendment A, to amend the order by
striking out the word “sixteenth” and
inserting in lien thereof the words
“twenty-fourth.”

Mr. Pierce moved that the
ment be adopted.

Mr. P_IERCE: Mr. Speaker, it
would seem to me that it would short-
en the debate upon thisz matter if
we would discuss the amendment, and
then have debate if there is to be any
on the entire order, if that is satis-
factory to the gentleman from Brew-
er, Mr. Higgins.

Mr. FOSSETT of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, the way the amendment is
worded it would seem to me to refer
to March, 1916, when it says ‘“March
next.” I do not think we want to put
it off as long as that.

amend-
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Mr. PIERCE: Mr. Speaker, I think
tlie point made by the gentleman from
Portland, Mr. Fossett, is well taken.
As the hour is getting late, I will en-
deavor to be as Dbrief as possible in
the matters to which I wish to cail
the attention of the House.

The SPEAKER: The Chair does
not think the question was put upon
the adoption of the amendment. Does
the gentleman from Houlton, Mr.
Pierce, accept the suggestion of the
gentleman from Portland, Mr. ¥os-
sett?

Mr. PIERCE: Yes, Mr. Speaker.

The question being on the motion
to amend the order by substituting
the words ‘twenty-fourth’ for the word
“sixteenth,” and striking out the word
“next.”’

Mr. PIERCHE: Mr. Speaker, I 4o
not wish to repeat what I said the
other day in relation to the necessity
and the advisability of getting the
appropriations asked for at this ses-
sion of the legislature all together, so
that we might know what has been
passed and what has not, so that we
might then determine what may be
the total amount of appropriations for
this year and in that way determine
what tax we would have in this sta:e
for the next two years, Now while
it is perfectly true that the State of
Maine can afford to carry on its usful
enterprises and can afford to make
appropriations for those objects, still
I do not regard it as open to argu-
ment that the matter of taxes which
we will have to pay for the next twe
vears is a matter of interest and a
matter of responsibility to every
member of this House here at pres-
ent, because the question of the state
tax determines the amount which each
municipality and which every citi-
zen of this state has to pay.

Now, gentlemen, the income of the
State of Maine is impossible to ac-
curately determine; the amount of
valuation of course we know, and if
we can fix the amount of our direct
state tax, and we know Dby that meth-
od exactly what our direct state tax
is; but a large part of the revenus
of the state comes from indirect taxes
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the railroad tax, the savings banx
tax, and the inheritance taxes, so that
it is impossible to determine the ex-
act amount of the revenue of the state.
For instance, we are unable to tell
what will be the amount derived froran
inheritanece taxes. The income for th=
years 1913 and 1914 was $9,850,000—
this of course is in round figures—
and the jincome for 1915 and 1916,
with an increase of half a mill in
the tax rate, making it a ten mill tax
rate, or five mills for each year in-
stead of five and four and a half, and
allowing for the extra valuation thal
we have, would give $325,000 addi-
tional for the years 1915 and 1916. Of
course our business is conducted on
a two-year period, because we have
biennial sessions of the legislature.
That makes a total of $10,175,000 as
the income of this state for the next
two years. Now, out of that comes
first this matter which we have been
discussing here this morning, this
m.atter which has been argued to con-
siderable length, a matter of so much
importance, in relation to the schools.
The schools take out of that amount
if the present law is retained, as it
will probably take out under any law,
whether you change the method by
which it comes out or not, the total
amount comes out of the State Treas-
ury pust the same, and it is $4,075,000.
Now that leaves $6,100,000. In 1913
and 1914 it cost $5,220,000 to maintain
the state departments; and that leaves
$880,000—or pardon me, the state de-
partments, $2,500,000; state Institu-
tions, $1,500,000, and highways $600,-
000. I do not mean the ways and
bridges, but those are appropriations
fixed by law; the railroad tax whici
is now refunded to the cltles and
towns, $360,000, and charities esti-
mated at $260,000; and that makes $5,-
220,000, leaving a balance of $380,000.
Now out of that again comes the ex-
penses of this legislature, estimating
it from the last two years, at $160,-
000, and expenses for the revislon of
the statutes which would make it
$190,000. Taking that out there would
be $690,000; the ordinary miscellaneous
expenses, 3$140,000, making $650,000 to
be appropriated among all the differ-
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ent worthy projects here thiz win-
ter asking for extra appropriations or
new appropriations.

Now, that is all there is left out of this
$10,175,000 which looked so large, but
when you actually get down to the ques-
tion of appropriations that we have here
it leaves you $600,000 for the next twe
vears. OQur of that has to come all your
ways and bridges and all your pensioas,
and you remember we have passed a pen-
sion bill here for the blind people of tiie
State, appropriating sometlning like $20,-
000 a year, or $40,000 for the mnext two
vears, which has got to come out ot that
amount. In addition to that are any new
buildings which we mmay build at any ot
the State institutions, anything which
we may do for the tuberculosis iustita-
tions in addition to the appropriatios
made two years ago; aiso we must con-
sider the matter of the reformatory fou
women, and all those things cailing for
an increase of State expenditures; also
the Iincreases In saluries wnich have
been fixed. XNow, I don’t know that 1
have any particular interest 1o this, wvut
I do know tuat we have only $§850,000 to
go around all tlrese worthy projects, aud
it seems to me that in the division or tue
distribution of it we should be fair and

right as to the different departments,
and we should be fair and just to our

constituents, and in order to dc that it
seems to me that we should get them ali
together and see what we are going to
do with the different ones. If we go
ahead and appropriate for this worthy
project and that worthy project and for
the next one and go on blindly, we are
going to ascertain at the and of this
session that we have more money appro-
priated than we have money to pay with;
and it is for that reason that this order
is introduced; it is nothing new and noth-
ing novel; it has been brought before
legislatures heretofore, and I understand
it has worked out successfully. Some-
body has got to pay these appropriations
that we are putting through, and it is
not wholly the rich men of the State, it
is the individual taxpayers in the differ-
ent portions of the State who will have
to contribute the money to make up for
these appropriations that we pass hcre
this winter, and for that reason it ig a
matter of great interest to all the citizens
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of this State; and il seems to me if we
go ahead in an indifferent, haphazard
way when we reach the end of the ses-
sion we will have an excessive appropri-
ation bill, or else we must take upon
ourselves the responsibility of inecreasing
the taxes. As I say, this is nothing new
and nothing novel, and it is something
which should make the members feel
that unless we are careful we will be
involved in all sorts of difficulties. This
order is offered as a simple, workable,
businesslike matter in the conduct of the
business of this House, and it is only
offered for that reason, and I trust it will
pass.

Mr. HIGGINS of Brewer: Mr. Speak-
er, I appreciate very deenly the posi-

tion in which my friend from Ioulton,
Mr. Dierce, is placed this morning; and
while 1 agree with him in a great meas-
ure, it has been the plan of this Legisla-
ture to adjourn on or about March 27th.
If this order is adopted as it is now pre-
sented to the members of this House,
we all know that such an adjournment
will be entirely impossibie. Al 1 have
to say upon the matter is this: 1 would
like to offer an amendment to substitute
the word ‘‘eighteenth” for the words
“twenty-fourth,” and rather than call for
a yea and nay vote I would ask for a
division of the House.

Mr., PIERCIE: Mr. Speaker, if I may
say just a word, I have no more desire
to stay here one bit longer than is neces-
sary than any other member, and if the
committees can get their reports in so
that these matters may come hefore the
House on the 18th, then this order can be
disposed of very quickly and easily. I
have no desire to prolong this session of
the Legislature, and if the committees
can get their reports in go that we c
proceed by the 18th, no one will rejoice
more than myself. The reason why the
order is introduced with the date as the
twenty-fourth is because it seems to me
there is absolutely no excuse for the re-
ports of the committees not being in by
that time.

Mr. HIGGINS: Mr. Speaker, I under-
stand that all the committees will have
practically finigshed their hearings this
week and the committee reports will be
in the hands of this House the early
part of next week; so that it was for

n
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that reason that I made the suggestion
that we might be able to save some time
and still endeavor to adjourn on March
27th by asking for a division on the adop-
tion of the amendment.

Mr. ST. CLAIR of Calais: Mr. Speak-
er, I hope the substitution of the
“‘eighteenth” for the “twenty-fourth”

will prevail. If we find on the 18th that
we have to put it off for a day or two
we can do it. It seems to me there is a
good deal of force in the remarks of the
gentleman from Brewer, Mr. Higgins,
that if it is put off until the 24th we won't
be able to adjourn by the 27th. I think
the committee reports will be ready by
the 18th. '

The SrmAKER: The question is on
the amendment offered by the gentle-
man from DBrewer, Mr. Higgins, that
the ‘‘eigiiteenth” he substituted for the
words ‘twenty.fourth” in this order.
Upon this amendment a division of the
House has been called for. All those
in favor of the amendment will please
rise and stand in their places until
-counted.

A division Dbeing had, 72 voted in the
affirmative and 65 in the negative.

So the amendment was adopted.

The question being on the adoption of
‘the order as amended,

A viva voce vote being taken,

The motion prevailed and the order
Teceived a passage, as amended.

Mr. PIERCE of Houlton: Mr. Speak-
er, I should like to msk a suspension of
the rules in order that I may introduce
out of order the Resnlve appropriating
money to aid in the construction of a
road in the town of Moscow, being the
same which was previously introduced
by the gentleman from Bingham, Mr.
Dutton. I ask that the rules be sus-
pended as this resolve has already been
raferred te a committee, and that the
resolve receive its second reading and
he passed to Dbe engrossed, so that it
will he in just the sames standing as all
the other resolves relating to ways and
bridges which have been before the

House, and T understand this is satis-
factory to tiie gentlemen on the other
side.

The motion was agreed to, and the
House received the resolve out of order,
under a suspension of the rules.
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The resnlve then received its first
readings and was passed to be engros-
sed, under a suspension of the rules

Mr. POLLARD of Solon: Mr., Speak-
er, I would ask a suspension of the
rules in order that I may introduce out
of order Resolve appropriating money
to aid in building a highway in Cara-
tunk Flantation. and I d¢urther move
ibat the resolve take the same course
as the one just introduced.

The motion was agreed to and the
House received the resolve out of or-
der, under a suspension of the ruiles.

The resolve then received its first and
second readings and was passed to be
engrossed, under a suspension of the
rules.

Mr. HCLT of Skowhegan: Mr. Speak-
er, I also ask that the rules be suspend-
ed and that I may introduce out of or-
der Resolve appropriating money to aid
in the repair of the river road in Pleas-
ant Ridge Plantation, which was one
of the three resolves originally intro-
duced by the gentleman from Bingham,
Mr Dutton.

The motion was agreed to and the
House rezeived tiae resolve out of order,
under a suspension of the rules.

The resolv: then received its first and
second readings and was passed to be
engrossed, .under a suspension of the
rules.

The SPEAKER: The (Chair lays be-
fore the House Report A and Report B
from the Committee on Judiciary, to
which was referred “An Act to Incor-
porate the Kennebunk Waler District”,
Report A, ‘‘ought to pass’”’. and Report
B, “ought not to pass’; tabled by the
gentleman from Kennebunk, Mr. Water-
house, and Elaecially assigned for today.
Tha pending question is the acceptance
of either report.

Mr. WATERHOUSE of Kennebunk:
Mr. Speaker and members of the House:
The Qour is getting late, and Iassure you
you I will not take very much of your
time. 'This bill cornns back from the Ju-
diciary Committee on an evenly divided
report, and consequently does not bring
the knowledge home to you which I think
the - merits of the case deserve. I dare
say that every member of this House has
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heard of the Mousam Water
and the KXennebunk Water
and since the early days
islature representatives
he Water Company have been in the
lobbies are setting forth what the
Mousam Water Company has <done for
Kennehunk, and also the hardsaips
which the proposed District would in-
flict should it be granted at your hands.
The people of Kennebunk feel that they
have just grievances against the Mou-
som Water Company, and they, as num-
erous other cities and towns throughout
this State bhave done, come to you and
ask for reliel.

Company
District;
of this Leg-
and friends of

I should say just a word in regard
to the location of the Mousam Water
Company in order that you may have
it in vour minds and thus be able to
act more intelligently upon the prop-
osition. The Mousam Water Company
does business in the county of York
within varts of five towns; a small
part of Ycrk on the west, next the
town of Wellg, then the town of Keén-
nebunk, and then Kennebunkport, and
it is proposecd to go into a portion of
Biddeford. This is an extent of some
95 miles at least, and 1 take it from
the figures of the present water com-
pany. There are some 69 miles in lo-
cal area of their pipes. Now the town
of Kennebunk is situated exactly in
the middle of this district, and the
town of Kenncbunk is a narrow town,
probably not exceeding more than
three and one-half miles at any place
where the company doces business.
Tach side of Kennebunk ig a dis-
tance of 12 miles of the company's
pipes. As I said before, there are 69
miles of pipe in the whole territory.
Within the limits of Kennchunk, this
harrow town, there are some 30 miles
of pipe, not quite half of the total. 1t
is t narrow portion, this 30 miles
of pipe, running through Xennebunk
village, Kennchbunk proper, that this
district asks to take over. The pump-
ing station of the Mousam Waltler
Company is situated practically on the
line between Wells and Kennebunk,
Bear in mind the situation, gentlemey,
that the svpply of water from the
pumping station is within 100 feet of
of the Wells town line, with a direct
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main leading through Wells and York;
so that territory can be served withe
out inconvenience sghould this bill be
enacted. Now bearing in mind that the
town of Kennebunk, as I said, is very
narrow, about three miles and a half,
taking the easterly course there are
two mainsg that lead across the town
of Kennebunk, one which supplics the
three villages that T have mentioned,
and the other a direct main, Huiit
some three vears ago, leading directly
into Kennehunkport and supplying
that territory, built at an expense of
sceme $28,000, as the Water Company
tells me. I cannot help feeling that at
the time the maing were uccepted the
Water Company had in mind that this

situation would probably avise and
that Kennebunk at the end of their
contract period would reguest a wa-

ter distriet, and that, anticipating that,
they built this direct main into Ken-
rebunkport. This hill does not asix for
the taking over of any of the waler
supply, it does not ask for taking over
the pumping station, and it does not
ask for taking over any of the water
maing., It mere asks for the pipe
within certain territory in Kennebunk.

I have brought here a few lipures
taken from the testimony of the pres-

ident of the water Company, and [
am therefore going to assume that

they are correct. 1 realize that {gures
are always dry and hard to digest; but
T have madc these very few, and
water company matters must :
sarily deal entirely with figures, I
cannot help presenting yvou with just
a few. The total amount of indebied-
ness of the Mousam Water Comupany.
and included in are the accounts
payable, i , There iz a capital
gtock of 3§ , and they told at
the committee hearing that at the
time of the orgarization of the com-
pany, $149,207 wag given away for
contract work and engineers’ profits.
I am going to assume that that por-
tion of the stock is the amount of
water, although they told us that the
stock at that time was $35 a share.
Assuming that the whole of the stock,
including the water, was $149,000, at
$55 a share, heing the highest price
which the company has ever received

as

his
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for any of their stock, then you would
have a total capitalization, including
accounts payable, bonds, stock, out-
standing water and all, of $553,650.
Now the president of the company—
and I think his figures were very fair
—stated that the value of the plant
in Kennebunk is $300,000. Taking that
$300,000 from the total bonded indebt-
edness and stock, and you would have
left for the total capitalization, ac-
counts, and everything else, $253,000.
Should Kennebunk be taken out you
would still have a plant of $300,000,
with a total capitalization, including
watered stock and all, standing mere-
ly at $263,650; so that fromm a monetary
standpoint I cannot see how any
hardship would be inflicted upon the
stockholders or the bondholders of
the remaining portion of the company.
In fact, should $300,000 be paid by the
citizens of Xennebunk for this dis-
trict, it would wipe out every particle
of the bonded indebtedness of the
Mcusam Water Company, would pay
all of their accounts payable with the
exception of $43,650; and supposing, as
I say, that the watered stock was tak-
en out under these same figures, the
present stock would be worth at least 10
dollars a share, showing that the
stockholders, should the Mousam Wa-
ter Company be divided, could not and
would mnot receive any injury. £So
much for the figures with reference to
the capitalization! The only other fig-
uers which T intend to present to you
are in regard to the earnings. The
gross earnings of the Mousam Water
Company for the past year were $40,-
72.90; the Dbonded indebtedness was
315,000 in round numbers; I don’t at-
tempt to give the exaect figures. The
operating expenses were $11,700, leav-
ing a balance of $14,941.40 for the payv-
ment of dividends, replacement fund
and reserve. Dividends were paid at
the rate of three per cent, or $12,000,
leaving a surplus of $29,041.40 under
the present figures of the Mousam
Water Company.

Now with Kennebunk taken out we
would have thig situation: The in-
come from Xennebunk is given to us
as $14,790. So with Kennebunk taken
out, the total revenue of the company

565

would then be $25,832.90, with operaz-
ing expenses reduced, according to
their figures, from $11,000 to 39,400,
leaving a balance for bonded indebted-
ness and dividends of $15,482.90. Beur
in mind that if Kennebunk is taken
out, the bonded indebtedness would
be practically paid, so that there
would be merely interest on their ac-
ccunts payable; and that, as I figure
it would be $1962.25 leaving a bal-
ance for dividends of $14,520.53, and
supposing they made the dividend on
their watered stock and all at the
same ratio as they have been paying
it, at $12,000, you would then have =2
bhalance of $2520.55 should the district
be formed and Xennebunkport taken
out. So, taking these figures either
way, I do not see how the company
is going to be ruined or the stockhold-
erg’ interests practically wiped out. Of
course it is well known to every one
of vyou that should the Kennebunx
Water District be formed, they could
not inflict any hardship on the stock-
holders and bondholders, for under ths
rules of eminent domain and under
the rules that apply to this bill their
interests will be amply taken care of.

Now the question arises whether
Kennebunk wants this district. The
first reason, though probably not a
legal reason, but most assuredly a
strong sentimental reason, and one
which I dare say influence many peo-
ple in the town of Xennebunk, i3
tkis: The citiens of Kennebunk have
for some time helieved In municipal
ownership. They have established
their own municipal lighting plant,
and to-day the town of Kennebunk
throughout its entire length of some
twelve miles is lighted as well, if not
better, than any town in the State
of Maine, and the citizens feel prour
that they are able to do this with-
out any expense whatever to the town
of Kennebunk. They feel proud of this
and I presume that is one reason that
they hope that a water distriet may
be granted to them. The second rea-
son is in regard to the water. While
the supply is probably sufficient, the
water is slightly discolored. and at
seasong of the year after rams it is
very distasteful, and many of'the sum-
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mer people who come to the various
resorts object most strenuously lo its
use, and the hotel proprietors arce ob-

liczed to furnish water from springs
or other sources. It also carries a
large scediment, so much so that the

users feel that the water 1s not as
it should be or else it is very im-
property filtered, Another serlous ob-
jection which the town makes In re-

gard to its water supply is this: At
West Kennebunk there 1s a 6-inch
main, and on that main are seven

hydrants. There is a certain number
of fires in this locality, and at none
of those during the nineteen years
the company has been doing business
has anywhere near adequate fire pro-
tection been given. I would cite only
one or two illustrations. At the time
of our last annual town meeting pre-
ceding this one a week ago Monday,
there was a fire in that locality, and
the only pressure which the firemen
were able to get was to open the
hydrant, and take the water in buck-
ets from it and carry it and throw it
on to the building. Another instance
was that of a man who told me that
he was able to hold his hand over
the hydrant and another man took a
drink out of the nozzle. So I thing
I can safely say that during the nine-
teen years at West Kennebunk there
has been absolutely no fire protection
whatever. On the other hand, the
‘Water Company has not been averse
entirely to taking our $35 for the sev-
enn hydrants that we have there, and
for which we have received absolutely
rothing in return. Now the company
say they contemplate giving fire pro-
tection in that place; but I tell vou
in «ll fairness that they have not giv-
en it, though they have taken our
meney for it

Coming down to the village of Kenne-

hunk: There is also objection there
‘'with reference to the fire protection
which they are getting. Tt was only

this last winter that, in testing out the
hyvdrants, two the firemen found in
the residential portion of the town that
two of the hydrants were absolutely out
of commission, and they could not get
any  water from them whatever., Had
there becn a fire ot that time, the $15,-

of

-tricts
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000 residence of the monager of the
AWater Company would certainly have
been destroyed by reason of getiing no
fire protecticn whatever.

Now as I intimated there was a con-
tract between the town of Kennehunk
and the Mousam Water Company, en-

tered into 19 years ago. At the time of
the making of this contract it was pro-

vided that at the end of 20 years we
could own our own system, taking it
over at not less than cost valuc. That

seemed all right, but when we came to
look into our contract it appeared that
there was what is sometimes callied a
‘“‘joker”. This contract provided that
the town of Kennebunk could not take
over the Water Company unless they
got a two-thirds vote of the town of
Kennebunkport joined with them, and
then all could be taken over at not less
than ils original cost. Well, now, the
town of Kennebunk does not care to go
into partnership with the town of Ken-
nebunkport. They merely want the
privilege of owning their own system.
I think the figures which I have given
you oughnt to convince you that no hard-
ships by reason of the severance would
be inflicted upon the Water Company;
in fact the bill does not contemplate it.
and could not contemplate it if it so
desired. The history of the water dis.
throughout the State is briefly
this: I believe that for the last ten or
a dozen years, or perhaps donger, vari-
ous cities and large towns have come
to this Legislature asking for the privi-
lege of supplying themselves with water.
Now we are asking for that same priv-
ilege. T do not know of a single bill
which hns ever been turned down by
this Legislature where a water district
has been asked for, and T do not believe
that the petition of the town of Ienne-
‘bunk is going to be ignored at your
hands.

The hour is late, Mr.
a mnot going to ask for
vote! but when the vote
asgk for a division of the

Speaker, and I
a yea and nay
is taken T will
House.

Mr. CONNELTLAN of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, I did not hear the gentleman
from Kennebuank, Mr. Waterhouse, make
any motiorn, and I do not know whnt the
pending auestion is, but I presume he
intended to move that report A of the
committee, reporting ‘“‘ought to pass”
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be accepted; if so, I wish to speak upon
that question.

Mr. WATERHOUSE:
tion.

Mr. CONNHEI.LAN: Mr. Speaker, as a
member of the judiciary committee and
one who signed report B, “ought not to
pass’”, in conjunction with Messrs.
Pierce and McCarty on the part of the
House, I feel that this is one of the most
pernicious pieces of flegislation in re-
ward to the taking of a public utility
eevr attempted. By so stating T do not
wish to cast any reflection upon the
gentlemen who signed the other report.
This company was chartered in 18J1 to
serve the towns of Kennebunk, XKenne-
hunkport and Wells. In 1895 the charter
was ownel by some of the leading cit-
izeng of Kennebunk and Kennebunkport.
In that year it was turned over to tiae
gentlemen <who now control it; but
when it was turned over it was turned
over by virtne of a contract fairly made
and fairy understood so far as any-
hody could tell, that at the expiration of
a certain iime at a fair appraisal it
should be turned back not to XKenne-
bunk, not to IKennebunkport, but to
the two tawns of Kennebunk and Ken-
nebunkport. And now the town of
Kennebunk comes here and wishes to
hawve that contract violated. That rcon-
tract read in all fairness that the entire
plant should be turned over to these
1wo towns at a fair appraisal, and not
a nart of the plant.

Now, I krow as well as my brother

That is my mo-

that it has been a  special pol-
icy of this State iIn recent vears
to grant charters for watey

districts, but it has always been the
case that such a charter has been
eranted only when it has Deen equita-
ble and fair. This is a most inequita-
ble proceeding, and I challenge my
brother or any member of this House
to show me a single instance where
the State of Maine has ever granted a
charter under such circumstances.
This plant, as my brother has said,
runs through Kennebunk, Kennebunk-
port, Wells, Fortunes Rocks, Ogun-
quit and Biddeford; and I wish to
say that in the hearing before the
committee there was a large list of re-
monstrances from the town of Ken-
nebunk against this proposition. Those
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remonstrances contained the names of
many business men in Kennebunk, and
if T am not mistaken they contained
the names of the entire three select-
men of that town. In addition to that,
practically the entire town of Wells
was opposed to it; the mayor of the
city of Biddeford came before the
committee and he was opposed to it;
and I think that the gentleman from
Wells, Mr. Littlefield, and the gen-
tleman from Old Orchard, Mr. Lom-
bard, appeared in opposition .

This company takes its water from
what is known as the Branch stream
and that stream runs between the
towns of Kennebunk and Wells; so
that, so far as the stream is concern-
ed, the source of supply comes as
much from Wells as it does from Ken-
nebunk. The company was organizcd
to serve the towns of Kennebunk,
Kennebunkport and Wells. The pump-
ing station is now located in Kenne-
bunk. The town of Kennebunk wishes
this Legislature to give it the right
to take, not the entire system, but
the half of the system, to take from
the middle of the system what there
is and leave the straggling ends to
those gentlemen who saw fit to invest
their money in promoting this enter-
prise and have worked upon it for 18
years or more.

The total income of this system, in
round nuwmbers, is $40,700, and from
the town of IZennebunlk, including the
Boston & JMaine Railroad station,
there comes almost $15,080 of that
money. There are 70 miies of pipe, and
the capitalization of the company at
the rate of $10,000 a mile would be low
compared with the expense of other
companies. It is claimed by these peo-
ple that they have a grievance in that
57 water takes in West Xennebunk
out of a total number cf takers of
some 1400 or 1400, T helieve, who claim
that they do not get proper fire ser-
vice, although this company has of-
fered and still stands ready and will-
ing to give them what is called an
electric booster pump, of exactly the
same style and pattern as those used
in the cities of Roston and New York
at the present time. Further than that,
if a small portion of the towns of
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Kennebunk or West Kennebunk, ob-
ject to the szervice given by this com-
pany, there was a law passed here two
years ago which was confirmed by
the people of Maine, the Public Util-
ities Act, under the terms of which
they could go to the Public Utilities
Commission and get their rights; and
the judiciary committee during this
present sesgion of the Legislature have
rot in many instances——and I think I
am correct in saying that in every
instance of this gort where it was a
proper matter for the Public Utilities
Commission to act upon, we have re-
ferred the parties who came to us to
the Public Utilities Commission. 11
we did not do that, we might as well
abholish the Public Utilities Commis-
sion, because we would bhe taking from
them the very thing for which they
were created.

Kennebunk, if I undcerstand correct-
1y, has 965 water takers; and the bal-
ance of the territory served by this
company consists of some 1400 water
takers; there are in all 2384 takers.
So that you will see that out of this
compact territory they wish to take
aimost. but not quite, one-half. Now
then, how does tnat leave thisg com-
pany if that should be done? And I
mean in regard to the financial end
of the proposition. The expense of op-
erating the plant would he practically
the same for Kennebunk and this
corporation would lose one-third of
their income, and one-half of theig
r.et income.

Now Mr. Specaker and gentlemen,
after a thorough consideration of the
evidence producced, and after listening
1o remonstrances from the town of
Kennebunk, including the three select-
men of that town and a great number
of the citizens of that town, includ-
ing a large number of business men—
after listening to the remonstrances
from the town of Wells, from Bidde-
ford Pool, Ogunquit and Kennebunk-
port, and they were practically all
against it, we decided that if the town
of Kennebunk had any grievances in
regard to their water pressure—and
that was all as far as T as a member of
the committee could determine that
they had shown—they had their right
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to go to the Public Utilities Commis-
sion where, if they had any griev-
ance, it would be speedily rectified;
and I trust, Xir. Speaker and gentle-
men, that report A reporting “ought
to pass” will not be accepted.

Mr. LITTLEFIELD of Wells: Mr.
Speaker, T wish to say a word in the
interests of thte water takers of my
own town of Wells. You know that
onn all these questions in all communi-
tieg there generally iz a diffrrence of
opinion; but representing the water
takers of old Wells, about one-third of
the entire takers of the Mousam Water
Company, every one of them is unani-
mously opposed to the division of the
Mousam ‘Water Company. I, myself,
have had a little experience in this di-
rection, Years ago, before the Mousam
Water Company was formed, I was a
member of a company trying to sup-
ply our end of the town with water,
and vou may know that we found it
up-hill and rocky and could not do
it. The Mousam Water Company came
to our rescue, though of course not be-
cause of their love for us; they came
because they thought they were going
to make a dollar out of it, and they
have supplied us with good water. I
have a little hotel there, and I use
this water entirely on the table, and
almost every hotel there does the same.
Every taker in Wells, every taker in
Kennebunkport, and a large part of the
takers, T understand, in Kennebunk it-
self, are opposed to this bhill as brought
in by my brother from Kennebunk
(Mr. Waterhouse). T do not believe
yvou want to vote against the wishes
of a larze majority of the water tak-
ers of the Mousam Water Company. I
do not think it is neccssary for me to

say another word.
Mr. LOMBARD of Old Orchard:
Mr. Speaker and gentlemen, I am nhot

geoing to make any extended remarks
upon this matter. 1 represent in this
House the town of Kennebunkport
which is Interested inm this matter. 1
am very sorry lo oppose the gentle-
ruan from Kennebunk, Mr. Water-
house, for whom I have the greatest
respect. The line of this company
reaches from Xennebunk to Kenne-
bunkport, and following along the
shore of Cape DPorpoise, and from
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Cape Porpoise to Fortunes Rocks, the
latter place being a part of Bidde-
ford. To take the town of Kenne-
bunk out of this line would be to
take the very heart out of this mat-
ter, and following the propositions of
this bill they might go to the ex-
tent of claiming that Kennebunkport
would form a water district and thar
Wells would form a water district and
that they should come down here and
be separated into districts. That
might leave Fortunes Rocks, with g9
talkers, for this company to malilntain;
and I suppose the gentleman from
Kennebunk, Mr. Waterhouse, would
claim that that would be a profitable
enterprise for this company. It would
bhe really a matter of amputation to
separate the town of Kennebunk out
from the balance of the plant of this
company, 2 part which pays one-third,
or produces one-third of the gross in-
come of that company, and produces
nearly omne-half of the net Income.
As a matter of fact the expense of
maintaining the plant is about $11,000
in round numbers, and this would
only reduce it $2,000, leaving about
$9,000 to be met by Wells, Kennebunk,
Kennebunkport, Cape Porpoise and
Fortunes Rocks, so that as we say it
vreuld reduce the net income mnearly
one-half,

It is not the policy of the State to
do an inujstice to any body of men
who may get together and build up
these water companies throughout the
State. The time has not yet arrived
when the State of Maine can do away
with our private jenterprises and pri-
vate capital; the matter of compensa-
tion does not enter into it at all; the
matter of compensation is left to the
courts, and if the company is to have
all of its indebtedness it would still be
divested of that portion which pays
one-half of its net income; and we say
if that is to be done at all, such a wa-
ter district should be composed of Ken-
nebunk, Wells and Kennebunkport, as
it was anticipated when the original
contract was made and made as an in-
ducement for the compny to come ian.
The matter has been discussed to a
considerable extent and two years ago
the Legislature in its wisdom formed
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the Public Ttilities Commission, and
they have their remedy, and whenever
in the wisdom of the Legislature they
see fit to establish a water district to
take in all these towns and take in that
plant, there will be no objection from
this company. I hope the motion to
adopt report A, “ought to pass,” will
be defeated.

Mr. SANBORN of South Portland: Mr.
Speaker, as one who signed Report A
which it is moved to have accepted, I
wish to say that it seems to me that the
concern expressed by the gentlemen who
represent the two wings towns here is
entirely groundless. I believe they have
very ingeniously been put in the position
of undertaking to take the chestnuts out
of the fire by the people who are really
more concerned—the water company. I

believe the water company have, as a
matter of fact, nothing to fear, else T
should not have joined in the report

which I signed. The facts as I under-
stand them to be are these: Not that
Kennebunk is the heart and meat ana
soul of the whole thing, It only occupies
tnat position geographically. The fact
is the town of Kennebunk is an old vil-
lage; its growth is complete; it is not
a growing place. These two wings, made
up of the summer residence localities,
such as the place where my friend from
Wells (Mr. Littlefield) lives, and, coming
this way, Biddeford Pool—those are the
places where the extensions have been
recently made, and they are the growing
communities. It appeared to us that it
was only a question of a few years’ time
when that growth will be so great that
the company would never know the dif-
ference, and they would be operating a
larger and more prifitable plant without
Kennebunk than they are today with it.
I want to impress on you what seems to
me to be the fact, that Kennebunk is not
the whole meat of it; that taking away
Kennebunk does not deprive them of
anything very material, and the analysis
of the figures made by my friend from
Kennebunk (Mr. Waterhouse) clearly
bears that out. It seems that they did
have a grievance against the company,
and the company admitted it by saying
that they have made constant efforts,
and were Still making efforts, to correct
those difficulties.
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So far as going to the Public Utilities
Commission is concerned, I agree that
that is a proper place to go if they elect
s0 to do; but this Legislature never in-
tended the Public Utilities Commission to
be an exclusive remedy; only concurrent
with the Legislature. I hope that the
vote may be in favor of the adoption of
Report A.

Mr. PIERCE of Houlton: Mr. Speaker,
I want just to say a word on what seems
to me the practical impossibility of mak-
ing a fair estimate of damages on the
part of this company upon the condemna-
tion of that part of their property which
is situated in Kennebunk and which it is
proposed to take. The rule of damages
in the taking of a water company under
the rights of eminent domain, as I un-
derstand it, is the taking first the total
value of the plant as it was, and then
you take out what the ends, so to speak,
would be worth. You take the value as
an independent plant, out of the total
value of the plant on the date of the tak-
ing, as for instance the town of Kenne-
bunk or the water district of Kennebunk
in this case. What is the taking of that
property, what is the element of damage
then to the company? So far it is all
first rate and it sounds fine, but that
damage has got to be assessed by commis-
sioners, and 1 do not believe that any
body of commissioners, the court, jury or
any other tribunal, can make an intelli-
gent guess on what the value of these
pieces that are left would be to this com-
pany.

My brother, the gentleman from South
Portland, Mr. Sanborn, is possibly cor-
rect; I hope he is, although it seems to
me that in a few years there will be new
subscribers coming into the Mousam
Water Company; but that is not anything
of which there is any guarantee, and it
is a matter which nobody can tell about;
there is no guarantee as far as that is
concerned; and it seems to me you have
this matter absolutely certain, that the
award of damages made by these com-
missioners would not be any better than
a reasonably intelligent guess. You are
asking these people who put their money
in there in good faith to supply these peo-
ple with water. 1 do not know whether
the water is good or not, as I do not live
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there, but they have a remedy upon that
question, and they can go to the Public
Utilities Commission and have an order
granted that this company shall main-
tain a filter; but you are asking these
people who put their money into this
plant in good faith under a contract with
those towns to lose the most valuable
portion of their property and take a
chance of someone guessing as to what
the amount of damages may be. That
guess may be nothing more or less than
a surmise; they may award them more
than the whole property is worth, and in
such a case that would not be fair; they
may award them a good deal less than it
is worth, and of course that would not
be fair, My position is that there is no
known method of procedure for the com-
putation of damages under which in my
judgment you can get a fair determina-
tion, or any tribunal known in this State
or contemplated by this act, in regard to
the amount of damages which may be
suffered by the Mousam Water Com-
pany in the condemnation of this prop-
erty.

Mr. TIIOMBS of Lincoln: Mr. Speaker
and gentlemen, when the members of the
legal affairs committee disagree upon
matters of this kind I think it may be
difficult for the members of the House to
decide or to satisfy themselves as to
what their duty is in the premises. It isg
with some trepidation that 1 advance
even an opinion in this matter, and 1T
should not do so had T not had some ex-
perience on the legal affairs committee
two years ago and also at the present
session, and had I not further had the
privilege of hearing a portion of the
hearing before the judiciary committee
on the matter which we are now consid-
ering. T believe that the lay membhers of
the House are impressed somewhat with
the idea, and quite properly so, that the
legislature is inclined to he very [fair
and reasonable upon all requests coming
from the people for the municipalities to
take over lighting or heating plants. 1
think it is the settled policy of the State
of Maine to do so:; but I want to say to
vou, gentlemen, this morning that from
my experience in at least two sessions
of the legislature, having had before our
committee many matters of this kind, I
have never yet seen a case that has in-
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volved thre same facts that 1 think this
case does.

What I mean to say by that is that in
almost every instance where a munici-
pality comes in and asks to take over a
public utility, they have asked to take
over the entire plant. 1 think T am cor-
rect in saying that it was stated in the
hearing by the gentlemen opposing this
measure that if the municipality wanted
to take this over they could take the
whole of it,—they said, “Don’t take this
part of it and leave us the rest.”

My purpose in addressing you now upon
this matter is simply to impress upon
you, if I may do so, whether or not this
casce differs from the ordinary case of
this kind. And I might say, not as a
member of the committee, but disinter-
ested as far as both sides are concerned,
1 feel that the gentlenren who are the
proponents of this bill should fairly and
squarely convince you that they are right
in the matter before you should vote to
malke such a division.

The SPINAKIER: The question Dbefore
the TTouse is upon the motion of the gen-
tleman from Kennebunk, Mr. Walerhouse,
that Report A be accepted. Tn order that

there may Dbe no misunderstanding, the
Chair will read the reports. “Report A:

The committee on judiciary to which was
referred ‘An .Aet to incorporate the Ken-
Water District,” have had the
same under consideration and ask leave
to report the same in new draft under
same title, and that it ought 1o pass.”
Report .\ is signed by Senators Cole and
Durgin  and lepresentatives Campbell,
Waterhonse and  Sanborn.  Report 13,
from the same committee, voled that the
same ‘‘ought not to pass.” and was
sviguned by Senator Dutler and Representa-
tives Conners, Connellan, Picrce and Me-
Cavty. You have before you the divided
report of this committee, five of the
committee signing Report A and five
signing Report I3 The question, as I
have stated, is on the motion of the gen-
tleman from Iennebunk, Mr. Water-
liouse, that Report A be adopted. A
division of the House has been called for,
All those in favor of adopting Report A
will rise and stand in their places until
counted.
A division being had,
The motion was lost.

nebunik
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Mr. Connellan of Portland then moved
that Report B, reporting ‘“ought not to
pass’” be adopted.

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. Higgins of Brewer moved that
the House take a recess until 4.30
o’clock in the afternoon.

Mr. THOMBS of Lincoln: Mr. Speak-
er, while I like to do everything I can
to expedite the business of the House,
vet 1 have a committee hearing this
afternoon and 1 certainly should desire
to attend the gession of the House; and
I would substitute a motion to adjourn
until tomorrow morning at nine o’clock.

Mr. HIGGINS: Mr. Speaker, in reply
to the gentleman from Lincoln, Mr.
Thombs, T would say that the most of
our committee work will be finished by
half past four or five o’clock, and we
have several things on the calendar
that it seems necessary to clean up. I
think that we can hurry matters along
and facilitate the business of the House
by having a session this afternoon.

Mr. Gallagher of Bangor seconded
the motion to take a recess until half
past four o’clock.

My, THOMBS: Mr. Speaker, our
committee will he engaged with a
hearinz this afternoon and afterwards
wilt o into executive session and work
until night. There are matters as-
sizned for today that we are all in-
terested in and matters which should
receive full consideration.

Mr. ITIGGINS: I would ask the gen-
teman from Lincoln, Mr. Thombs, if
his committee could not have an cxec-
utive session this evening?

Mr. THOMBS: I think, Mr. Spealker,
we shall have to do that. If we have to
work this afternoon and this evening
too, if it i3 only an hour, if a session
is held this afternoon, it seems to me
that we would go over until tomorrow.
1 think we are here to do the state’s
business and to do it in an orderly
manner, and I do not think it would
make very much difference to us in
regard to the work of this session.

Mr. HIGGINS: I think I will insist
upon my motion, Mr. Speaker.
Mr. THOMBS: Mr. Speaker, I move

that we do now adjourn until tomor-
row morning at nine o’clock.
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The SPEAKER: The Chair will rule
that the motion to adjourn has prece-
dence over the motion to take a recess
made by the gentleman from Brewer,
Mr. Higgins.

Mr. Higgins called for a division of
the House upon this question.

A division being had, 55 voted in the
affirmative and 55 in the negative.

So the motion to adjourn was lost.

On motion by Mr. Higgins of Brew-
er, the House voted to take a recess
until four-thirty o’clock in the after-
noon.

Afternoon Session.

The SPEAKIIR: The Chair lays be-
fore the House majority and minority
reports from the Committee on State
Prison, to which was referred “Resolve
in favor of altering and enlarging the
State Prison at Thomaston,” majority
report “ought not to pass,” minority
“ought to pass,” tabled by the gentle-
man from Nobleboro, Mr. Mulligan. The
pending question is the acceptance of
either report, specially assigned for
today. The gentleman from Nobleboro.

Mr. MULLIGAN: Mr. Speaker, I
vield to the gentleman from Portland,
Mr. Fossett.

Mr. FOSSETT of Portland: Mr. Speak-
er, T move you that the minority report
be accepted in place of the majority.

Mr. FOSSETT: Mr. Speaker, In mak-
ing this motion to substitute the minor-
ity report for the majority report on
thig bill there are many reasons. At
the ‘hearing February 11 on bill to buy
land and build a new prison in some
other locality there 'was but one man,
Hon. Charles 8. Hichborn of Augusta
appeared in favor of it, and no one in
opposition. It almost seemed to me
that after the advertising which ‘had
fbeen given it those interested looked
upon it as a huge joke. A week later
this bill came before the Committee for
fiearing. There were many from KXKnox
Connty who appeared for it, and but onc
man, Mr. Ham, the Ex-Warden, against
it. While Mathew Morrill of Gray ap-
peared as against the present condition
at the prison. This last 'hearing was
held the afternoon that the legislature
was asked to go to Portland to hear
the organ in City hall. About one half
of the Committee availed taemselves of
the opportunity and accepted the invi-
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tation, so did not hear the proponents”
side of the case. At the executive ses-
sion the committee 'were told to be con-
sistent; they ‘would have to vote Ought
not to ‘Fass, as they had voted Gught to
pass on the other bill. Every member
of the Committee agreed that the sani-
tary conditions at the State Prison weie
bad and that something should be deone
to make conditions better. Now that is
just what we propose to do at a cost
not to exceed the amount asked for in
thig bill. Mr. Bicknell, a prominent con-
tractor of Rockland after two 'weeks of
fcorrespondence with various persons
and jail builders submits the following:

“To have two hundred cells, seven 'feet
iwide ‘and eight feet deep,. it will be nec-
essary to put 3 sixiy-eight foot wing
on the prison, at a cost of #8160 17
‘has bids from two of the largest manu-
facturers of steel cells. One of them has
‘quoted a price of $15,000, and the other
$8¢,000. That is for two hunderd ceils.

e has taken the matter up with them
by mail, and suggested to them that tlie
entire outside of these cells be made of
tool-prooif steel, and the back partition
of Bessemer steel, as is being done in
many bpriscns, and he expects this will
make quite a substiantial ‘difference in
tiie above figures.

“This includes also, gentlemen, a lav-
atory and toilet in each cell. It proposes
removing the entire stone structure in-
side the prison and putting steel cages
in. Then he goes on:

“The material to make the necessary
changes in the Dblacksmith shop, the
building on the end, will cost $1000. The
building on the corner”’—meaning a re-
pository for carriages—‘‘should be clap-
hoarded and painted. The bathroom
and dispensary should be in that build-
ing and make a good comfortable job.
I would suggest that the work could be
done by convict labor and make a sav-
ing. There are good mechanics among
the convicts capable of going ahead
with this plan of work.

‘“These figres I get from the cost of
the contractor, without figuring any
profit at all. There is no immediate
need of repairing the wall around the
present yard. That has stood for some
time, and will last for a good while lon-
iger beforz any expenditure is needed.

“The painting will cost $1000, changes
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in the wood-shop, $1000; fire escapes,
$1000; bath-room, $300, and land, $2500."
Cn this land proposition, hce proposes
the accepting of an oifer of one hundred
anl twenty-five acres right across the
street from the present site, at a cost of
not exceeding that sum, which farm is
available, If we desire it, there is plenty
of lamd in Thomaston, gentlemen. Iu
fact, the wardens in the past have had
more land than they could use, or would

use  There Is plenty of land there, and
it we wanted we could buy a strip of
land a mile long up the river west or

the prison from its western wall.

Now this entire expenditure would be
about $91,160 and we :would have, gentle.
men, a light, modern, well ventilated
priscn, with every work-shop in good
condition, wnd a place perhaps not gond
enough for you or for me, Dbut good
enougnt even today for the conviets of
the State of Maine.

The granite walls of the prisen are in

iperfect condition and so is  the roof.
to enlarge the capacity and introduce
modern construction all that is neces-

sary is to remove one end rwall build
the requived addition and put in steel
cells of modern design iwith hot and cold
water in each. The boilers are in fine
"condition, the buildings well hcated and
ventilated. In addition let there be an
improvement of the hospital quarters,
the placing of a2 fire escape for tae -wo-
men’'s department and the construction
of a new blacksmith shop and the reno-
vated prison would be the equal of the
best.

Another reason against making a
change in location is found in the fact
that Thomaston presents an ideal site.

It is convenient of access by rail, and,
by transfer at Rockland, three miles
away, by boat. It is out of the beaten
track of curiosity seekers and the com-
munity aas become ‘accustomed to the
institution, whereas few towns or cities
would swelcome suwch. The cells today
are 4 feet wide by 7 feet long built of
cut granite not into the prison hut are
independent of it. The granite taken
out can be used, and there is plenty of
it to build the 68 foot wing. The heat-
ing npparatus is also perfect. The drain-
age is also perfect emptying into the
tide waters. The site where the prison
is locaterd is one of the most heautiful
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on the Maince coast. Repair this prison,
gentlemen, and it will last the State ox
Miine for the next seventy-five yoars
And it we ‘are ever in condition te v
let us build a reformatory for boys

S0,
too old to enter the State school for boys
and for short term wconvicts and keep

the old prison for old hardened criminals
and life termers. As Senator Butler has
‘well said in closing in the Senate:
Gentlemen, 1 want to say this in
closing, and vou have lisiened to me
very patiently. To my mind, more
important, even, than the considera-
tion of the present removal, more
important, even, than the considera-
tion of this resolve which is pending
iz the House to enlarge and improve
our present State prison, more impor-
tant than either of these resolves,
gentlemen, is something that has
rnever yet been done in the State of
Maine, and it ig something that
should be done in the name of hu-
manity; and that is, instead of, when
vou give a liberated convict who has
served hig time five dollars—or the
extent of your charity is ten dollars,

if he lives a long way off—and 1
cheap suit of clothes, and start him
off without any assistance, as you
allow him to do at the present. dn

something to help him regaln his lost
position in society; until that man
regains his full manhood and is abie
to lonk society in the face, he never
will be of any value to himself or to
society.

That is the crying mneed today,
more than anything else, in my opin-
icn, in the State of Maine.

Thig prison, gentlemen, has stood
there for mninety-one years. Some

gay that the spot is unhealthy. There
has been thirty-eight natural deaths
in the ninety-one years, with an aver-
age of from 160 to 237 convicts. The
prison can be made all right. These
cells are not made into the prison.
The prison is built and they can be
removed the same as you would re-
move a piano from a house. There
is no repairs on that buildlng like
putting in new sills or anything of
that kind. The walls are absolutely
perfect as they were when they were.
first built. The roof is slate and is in
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good condition. I hope, gentlemen,
as the bill for building anew prison,
the minority report was substitutel
in the Senate by a vote of 20 to 7,
which practically kills that bill—I
hope that you will vote to repair this
prison, and make the condition of
these prisoners better than it is to-

day. The whole committee voted
unanimously, without a dissenting
voice, that the conditions iIn those

cells were bad. They are oniy four
feet by seven, and when the cot is let
down it gives them only tweniy
inches between the wall and the edge
of the cot. Their slop-pails are car-
ried in there Sundays in the fore-
noon and are allowed to remain un-
til Monday morning when they go 1o
work, The committee and every onc
else decided that there should Dbe
something done to make their condi-
tions better: and I hope, gentlemen,
that you will decide to accept the
minority report instead of the major-
ity.

Mr., TCLLIS of Gardiner: Mr.
Speaker, as a member of the State
Prison Committee, T want to state my
position in this matter. I signed the
majority report of the committee on
the Dbiil, which carried with it a rec-
ommendation to build a new State
prison in a new location in the State
of Maine, which I helieved then and
believe today is the only business
proposition for the State of Maine to
carry on. I also signed the majority
report on this bill, “ecught not to
rass”: but as the hill, which carried
with it an appropriation to build a
new State prison at a new location,
lhas been defeated in the Senate, of
course I realize that it is impossible
to have a new State prison at this
time. When our State Prison Com-
mittee made our visit to Thomaston,
we lookad over the ground very care-

fullv, and made a very thorough in-
vestigation of it: and on seeing the
very congested and unsanitary con-

ditions which exist there, I felt it was
time that the State of Malne did
scmething to relieve the situation.
T do not think there is a member of
this House today who could go there
and look into conditions as we did,
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who would not say that the State of
Maine should do something towards
giving those poor, unfortunate men
and women a better home there. I
hope that the minority report of this
committee will be accepted.

Mr. HIGGINS of Brewer: Mr. Speak-
er, I have listened with a good deal of
interest to the remarks of the gentle-
man from Portland (Mr. Fossett) and
also those of the gentleman from Gar-
diner (Mr. Ellis). While I quite agree
with many of the things that have been
said, it seems to me that this is not
the year for us to do anything so far
as the State Prison is concerned. This
forenoon you will remember reference
was made to a high tax rate, and this
would simply add to the burden. I
have come to the conclusion that the
proper solution of this question is the
appointment of a commission, to serve
during vacation, to investigate the
matter completely, whether a new pri-
son, new location, or repairing the old
one, or what not, and report to the next
sesssion of the legislature. I would
therefore, Mr. Speaker, make an
amendment to the motion of the gen-
tleman from Portland (Mr. Fossett),
that the majority report “ought not to
pass” Dbe substituted for his minority
report “ought to pass.”

Mr. PLUMMER of Lisbon: Mr.
Speaker, I rise to a point of order,
That does not seem to me to be an
amendment to the motion.

The SPRAKER: The gentleman from
Lisbon, Mr. Plummer, raises the point
that the motion of the gentleman from
Brewer (Mr. Higgins) deoes not seem to
an amendment to the motion of the
gentleman from Portland, Mr, Fossett;
and the Chair will so rule. The ques-
tion is on the motion of the gentleman
from Portland, Mr. Fossett, that the
minority report “ought to pass” be ac-
cepted. TUpon that motion a division
has been called. All those in favor of
the motion will rise and stand in their
places until counted, and the monitors
will return the count.

A division being had, 59 voting yes,
and 48 voting no, the House voted to
accept the minority report, and it was
tabled for printing under the joint
rules.

The SPEAKIIR: The Chair has been
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informed that the original bill in this
matter has been mislaid or lost.

Mr. FOSSETT: I would ask unani-
mous consent that the printed report be
substituted for the original bill.

The motion was agreed to, and that
gentleman presented the printed re-
port.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be-
fore the House the majority and mi-
nority reports of the committee on
temperance on bhill, An Act to provide
for the sale of intoxicating liquors,
the majority report “ought not to pass”
and the minority report ‘“ought to
pass”, same being tabled by the gen-
tleman from Portland, Mr. Fossett. The
pending gquestion is the acceptance of
either report.

Mr. FOSSETT of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, the bill has come back from
the printer with a mistake in the print-
ing in Section six, and I ask that the
matter be laid upon the tabhle for one
week and that five hundred copies of
the bill be printed.

The motion was agreed to and the
hill was retabled and specially assign-
ed for consideration on Wednesday,
March 17th.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lavs be-
fore the House House Doc. No. 422, bill,
An Act relating to the employment of
superintendents of schools, same being
tabled by the gentleman from Chelsea,
My, Meader, pending its passage to be
engrossed.

On motion by Mr. Meader, the bill
was passed to be engrossed.

The SPEAKXER: The Chair lays be-
fore the House House Doc. No. 220, Re-
solve authorizing the Land Agent to
sell certain lands in Plantation No. 33,
tabled by the gentleman from Lisbon,
Mr. Plummer, the pending question be-
ing the second reading of the resolve.

Mr. PLUMMER of Lisbon: Mr.
Speaker, the resolve mentioned by the
Chair and the resolve on the umnas-
signed list, House Doc. No. 423, relate
to the same parcel of land, and as the
amendment which I have offered to
House Doc. No. 119 is printed in con-
nection with House Doc. No. 423. T
move that we lay House Doc. No. 220
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upon the table and take up House Doc.
No. 423; and I will say that after the
House has disposed of this matter 1
will make a motion with regard to the
other to take the same course as is
decided in this case.

On motion by Mr. Plummer, House
Doc. No. 220, was tabled for further
action.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be-
fore the House the report of the com-
mittee on labor on bill, An Act relative
to the employment of women and min-
ors, House Doc. No. 328, tabled by the
gentleman from Dexter, Mr. Fay, the
pending question being the acceptance
of the report.

On motion hy Mr. Fay, because of the
fact that several people interested in
this measure are in attendance at com-
mittee hearings, the report was again
tabled and specially assigned for con-
sideration tomorrow.

Mr. PLUMMER of Lisbon: Mr.
Speaker, in order to dispose of the
matter which I have just mentioned
and get it off of the calendar, I would
move to take up House Doc. No. 423 in
order that the House might better
understand the nature of the amend-
ment,

The SPEAKER: If the gentleman
from Lisbon, Mr. Plummer, will wait
for a moment, there is one other mat-
ter on the unassigned list to be dis-
posed of, and then the gentleman may
have the floor.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays be-
fore the Ifouse Resolve in favor of
building a road around Cecok Hill, in
the town of Jackson, House Doc. No.
319, tabled by the gentleman from
Jackson, Mr. McKinley, the pending
question being the second reading of
the resclve.

On motion by Mr. McKinley, the re-
30lve received its second reading and
was passed to be engrossed.

On motion by Mr. Plummer of Tis-
bon, House Doc. No. 423, was taken
from the table, the same being Resolve
authorizing the Land Agent to sell and
convey a certain lot or parcel of land
situated in the public lot of Dennis-
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town plantation, in Somerset county.

The pernding question being the sec-
ond reading of the amendment.

Mr. PLUMMER: Mr. Speaker, I move
the adoption of the amendment which
is to be found printed on the same
page in House Doc. No. 423. T will ex-
plain that the amendment proposes
to lecase these lands instead of sell-
ing them. The situation is this, that
there is cn its way and will undoubt-
edly be passed by this House, recom-
mended, I think, by the committee on
revision of the statutes, such change in
the law as will give to the land agent
control of the lands now in the pos-
session of the State, and particularly
to lease any islands that may belong
to the State for cottage purposes or
anything of that kind. But the situa-
tion in regard to these lots that are
mentioned here on the first page of
House Doc. No. 423, is that a certain
pacel of land now a part of the school
lot in Dennistown Plantation is set-
tled by a party or parties who have
been for years, and I think perhaps,
for two or zihree generations—who
have cleared up and whose ancestors
have cleared up a part of this land,
and who are now using it for farm
purposes. 'The resclve as originally
drawn provided that this land should
be sold to this party and the title
given. Upcn that resolve the committee
on State lands and forest preservation
reported “ought to pass.” I have of-
fered this amendment which instead
of selling him these lands would lease
them to him in perpetuity at a rental
te be revised once in five years, or
with such frequency as may bhe de-
sired, but at a rental to be revised
from time to time by the land agent.

Now the gituation is, with regard to
the school lands of the state which
have been or were set off for the use
of the schools in the different sections
of the State, according to an article
published by the educational depart-
ment of the State of Maine which
says: “The reservation of 1,000 acres
of land iz every township commonly
known as school lands, comes from an
old regulation of Massachusetts adopt-
ed while Maine was still a part of
that commonwealth.
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“Iuring the time the township is a
plantation the care of these reserved
lands is in the hands of the land
agent, who is authorized to sell the
wood, grass and lumber from them,
turning the net proceeds of such sales
into the State treasury each year, and
the plantation receives from the State
treasurer each year 6 per cent. inter-
est on the fund, in addition to the reg-
ular school funds arising from the
bank and mill tax.

“When the township is incorporated,
however, the title to these lands pass-
es diraetly to the town and the State
treasurer pays to the trustees of the
school fund all moneys in his hands
received from sale of grass, and
stumpage, and the town is expected
thereafter to guard this fund careful-
ly and honestly and to devote the in-
come of it to the support of common
schools.

“In several towns of the State this
fund is still kept intact and the inter-
ast is added each year to the funds de-
rived from other sourceg for the sup-
wort of schools. In cther towns, in or-

der to simplify matters, the money
was loaned to the tewn, and these
towns raise, in addition to the

amounts required by law, a sum equiv-
alent to the interest on this fund.

“In still other cases the fund has
been used for general tcwn purposes,
and all record of it has been either
lost, or overlooked. At least they fail
to raise any money for school purposes
in addition to the amount required hy
law.” ‘

Now, gentlemen, the situation is
this with regard to the lands and the
timber that has been sold and where
the plantations have afterwards be-
come incorporated as towns, that the
money has been paid over by the
State Treasurer to the towns and it
has been used—not in all cases, bu:
in many cases it has been used, and
very likely for perfectly legitimate
purposes. © The point of the matter
is that the money has gone and it
was spent by a previous generation,
and according to the law, this gen-
eration must continue to raise each
year enough money to pay interes:t
on that sum which was spent by themr
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forcfathers, 1f  instead of selling
those lands and the towns spendingz
this money those lands had been
leased, then the profits oI thosc
leases would have continued coming
into the school fund from that tim:

until now, and from now on, so far
as we can say, forever; and if there
had been any appreciation in the

value of those lands the school fund
ol that town would have received the
benefit,

Now as to the situation In thes:
particular cases, I know not. Whether
the land there will appreciate to any
great extent is unknown; bhut there
is this general proposition of which
ve are all aware, that land has not
depreciated in value to any extent.
Now if these particular lands re-
ferred to in this resolve should in-
crease in value in the next 25 or 59
yvears, or in any length of tinie, then

that appreciation will go to the
scholars instead of to the owner cof
the land. It is unlikely that anybody

will ever get wealthy out of the ap-
preciation of this land, but gentle-
men here know that if this State had
tield on to the lands that belonged to
it and was now collecting the money
annually from the leases or from the
stumpage upon the timber that we
would not have to raise any money
by direct taxation; there Is no ques-
tion about it, and perhaps very like-
ly we would declare a dividend. The
guestion is whether the State now
wants to establish a precedent that in:
future it will not dispose of any land
of which it is now the owner in fee.
I therefore move, Mr. Speaker, and
I trust I have made the situation
clear, that this bill be amended to
provide that these lands shall be
leased forever, with a seasonable re-
vision of the rent to be paid by these
individuals.

Mr. THOMBS of Lincoln: Mr.
Speaker and gentlemen of the House:
As I understand it, there are at least
two matters involving exactly the
same facts before the House. The
particular matter in which T am in-~
terested relates to lands in Hancock
county, but under similar facts. 1
am advised now that the gentleman

e
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who introduced the act hefore the
House at the present time 1s not de-
sirous of pressing the matter. t
simply wish to state to the gentieman
freom Lisbon (Mr. Plummer) and 7o
the members of the House, that when
the act concerning the lands in Han-
coek county is  properly betore the
tiouse, 1 desire at that time to pre-
sent any argument that I may feel
would be proper and right in suppor:
of the contention. I mierely make
this statement because the two cases
are identical. 1 had hoped that the
two matters might be considered at
the same time; but 1 do not care in
delay this one.

Mr., PLUMMER: DMr. Speaiker: As
I tried to explain, so far as 1 am in-
formed from the Committee on State
Lands and Yorest Preservation, the
two propositions are on all fours with
each other. The same gerieral situa-
tion exists. Of course different in-
dividuals are concerned in the sepai-
ate cases, and it may be, and I think
is, the case that in the case of Plan-
tation 33 in Hancock county thete
may be more people who are inter-
ested in the matter who have settied
there; but the question 1is, gentle-
men, whether you will lease or sell
lands in Dennistown Plantation. The
question when the other bill comes
up will be exactly the same question.
and, if you vote to sell lands in Den-
nistown Plantation, I shall make no
objection to selling them in Planta-
tion 33. On the other hand, if you
deem it advisable to lease them in
Dennistown Plantation in Somerset
county, I assume that you will also
wish to lease the lands in Plantation
33 in Hancock county. However, if
the gentleman (Mr. Thombs) wishes
to discuss the matter at that time, I
have no objection.

Mr. THOMBS: Mr. Speaker: In
view of the statement of the gentle-
man from Lisbon (Mr. Plummer), T
would move that this matter lie on
the table until the other matter comes
along, and that they be taken up to-
gether; because I assume that the
members of the House would want to
do exactly the same thing with the
two matters.
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The SPEAKER: The Chair will
state for the information of the gen-
tleman from TLincoln (Mr. Thombs)
that the other matter referred to Is
House Document 220, which was on
teday’s assignments. It was taken
from the table, and re-tabled by the
gentleman from Lisbon (Mr. Plum-
mer) temporarily pending the discus-
sion of the question which is now be-
fore us. The underztanding of the
Chair ig that the other matter is to
be taken up today immediately after
this is disposed of.

NMr, THOMDBS: Mr. Speaker, 1
would like to inquire if we can take
the order so that that matter can oe
censidered at the present time beforz
we vote on this matter?

Mr. PLUMMER: Mr. Speaker, I think
perhaps the gentleman from Lincoln (Mr.
Thomhs) was not present when I made
my original statement. I requested the
House to take up this one first because
of the fact that the amendment to this
Dennistown Plantation affair was print-
ed, and T have an amendment of the
same tenor which [ propose to offer in
regard to Plantation 23

30,

Mr. THOMBS: Mr. Speaker, 1 think
a good way out of the matter would be
for me to make what suggestions I might
feel to make along this line, and then
they might be considered in connection
with the two. Gentlemen of the House.
this was a matter which was called to
my attention a few dayvs ago. I am not
personally or particularly interested in
it, any more than I would like to see jus-
tice done between the State and thosz2
settlers upon these public lots. I am
sorry that T did not hear all the remarks
of the gentleman from Lishon (Mr. Plum-
mer), because T have no douht that he
has made a correct and accurate de-
scription  to you of the circumstances
surrounding these cases; but as I under-
gtand it, it amounts to this: Of course
it is known to you all that in the wild
land townships, or in all townships prior
to organization, there is set apart a cer-
tain portion of land for school purposes,
called the school lands; and not until the
town is incorporated do theose lands be-
come available for school purposes. TUp
to that time, as T understand it, they are
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in the custody of the State as trustee,
which may permit the cutting of timber
through the Land Agent. They are con-
sidered public lots, and all the revenue
which is derived from those lands and is
paid into the State treasury is kept sep-
arate, and finally upon the incorporation
of the town is turned over to the officers
of the town for school purposes.

Now the facts as I understand it in

these cases are these: Sometime long
ago, I am told as long as sixty or seven-

ty years ago, in the Hancock county
cases, settlers went on there, and under
a misapprehension of the lines, or for
some otlier reason, they inadvertently
made their settlements upon these school
lands. L do mnot think that anybody
claims that they went on there knowing
that they were on those lands at the time.
It is to be remembered that at that time
the lines were not plain, so that it was
very easy tor them to mistake, and they
might in good faith. I think we shouid
give them credit for that good faith in
stating that perhaps they went on there
thinking that they were acquiring lands
from some private owner. 1 have not the
facts, and do not state it as a fact; yet
1 think that it would not be unfair to
assume that perhaps they went on there

thinking that they had bought lands
from some private owner. Now they
have lived there for sixty or seventy

vears, and their all in this world is tied
up there; they are poor people, and they
have cleared up this land and built their
buildings; they have reared their families
there. The first settlers have died, and
their children and grandchildren are liv-
ing there at the present time. Now,
then, in these days when privatc owners
are surveying their lands, and when the
State is rightfully displaying a greater
interest in its lands for the protection of
its citizens and school funds, it has bheen
tfound that these people are actually up-
on thoge lands. Now it is fair for me, I
think, to state to you that had these peo-
ple settled upon lands held in private
ownership, that this long period of resi-
dence, as open and notorious as it must
have been, would probably have given
them rights which the law would now re-
spect, and the lands would be theirs by
the right of adversc possession, as much
as though they had purchased them; but,
being upon State lands, as I understand
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it no such rights would accrue to them.
Therefore today you have this situation:
That the State can, if it sees fit, remove
these settlers; and I believe that they
have not even the rights of betterments
which might accrue to them if they were
infringing upon lands held in private
ownership. This thing has happened be-
fore in this State a great many times,
and it has always been the policy of the
State, in view of the mistake that was
apparently made in the beginning, to be
reasonable with these settlers. The State
has, so far as I know, always sold the
lands to these settlers for a fair value at
the time of the sale. Now I want to ask
you gentlemen what harm can there be
at the present time if the State should
make such a disposition of the lands in
question? My friend from Lisbon (Mr.
Plummer) does not question that the
State should look well after the interests
of its citizens, its lands and its property;
but is it an unfair proposition, in view of
the situation which exists there, and in
view of these rights which I claim that
these people have and ought to have, and
which I think the State should respect at
this time,—is it an unfair proposition
from the State's standpoint if these lands
are disposed of to these people for a fair
valuation now? The money which is paid
for these lands will go into the State
treasury, and will there remain until such
time as it can be properly turned over to
the town. Now, then, suppose that you
lease them, or suppose that you do not
take any action about these! In the
event of the incorporation of the town.
what have you then? Lands such as
these are not going to increase in value.
If these people were ejected now, those
farms would not grow into good timber
lands for a great many years; and it
seems to me that it is only fair, and car-
rying out a settled policy of the State, if
you should now follow what I believe to
have been a well founded custom in this
State in these particular cases. It seems
to me that the State is not being robbed
of anything; in fact it seems to me that
this is a question of dealing justly with
these people who have gone on these
lands under a misapprehension of their
legal rights. I believe, gentlemen, that
we ought in these cases to give these
gettlers a deed of their lands, and receive
therefor a fair equivalent at the pres-
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ent time to be held and used for the pur-
poses for which the land is intended.

Mr. DUTTON of Bingham: Mr.
Speaker, I think there has heen a slight
misunderstanding in regard to the po-
sition which the committee took wupon
these different matters. I ‘have been in-
formed that the six matters which came
before that committee and mhich were
turned down were not the same as these
two which are now Dbefore the House.
The matter of the land situated or lying
in Dennistown :which we ask to be sold
to the present possessor or the present
settlers was settled by the ancestors of
those who occupy it today. They have
cleared mway tae entire forest; there is
no timbver-land, no growing trees, no
'woodlot. but it ‘has been all wcleared
away, and in the fleld there has been
erected a home, a building such as you
would ordinarily find upon any farm in
our State. This land has come down to
these pecple tarough two or three gen-
erations, and has been occupied by thisg
same family, and now they find that
perhaps they have not gained a title by
possession; so they come here to this
legisiature and ask you in all fairness
that you sell and convey to them in or-
der that they may have a right and
title to the land which would not be
questioned.

Now, if this was a timberland lot or
a lot of wild land which eventuaily
might become of great value to the
State of Maine, then I mwould hesitate
hafore advocating its sale to the settlers:
but nvhere it is simply a farm, a home
dear to the heart of the present owner
or' the present possessor. I believe it is
but fair to ask that it be sold. I do not
sea any advantage that there may be by
leasing this land to the present occupant
who sinmly asks the same rights and
the same privileges that I believe every
member of this legislature would feel
that he was entitled to sk 'from the
State, and that is that the land which
was toiled by his ancestors and which
is dear to Qis heart, be now soid to him
in order that he may have a title which
would not be questioned by future gen-
erations.

Mr. PIERCE of Houlton: Mr. Speak-
er, [ 'would not wish to add any thing
here wers it not for the fact that this
peculiar set of circumstances covered
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ny thesz two resolves comes peculiarly
within the line of my own business ex-
pericence in the section in which I live.
A good many peoble object to what they
call settlers, and here is a man who has
Iived on land that he does not own, but
it nevertheless is a fact, and all the gen-
tlemen from the wild land counties of
this State know that in years past land
swas not very valuable, ths schuol lands
were not very valuable, and the lands
owned by private individuals were not
very valuable, and the northern end of
cur county i1s tull of settlements which
were made by people wiho did not own
the dand; they went on there and the
land owners knew they were there, and
they went on and built a little honse and
cleared away a little fiela and went
along and got ahcad a little bit and the
land cwners turned around fand deeded
it to them not for what it was worth at
the time of such deed but for what it
was worth originally, say {five dollars
an acre; and that is the common custom
aumong the business men in our section.
The vmberland owners of the State of
Maine do precisely this same thing that
the neonle arc asking the Stiate of
Maine to do; they give them a deed and
{uke back a mortzage for what it was
worth as unimproved land. Tt is pre-
cisely the same thing thut is followed in

the ordinary courss of businessg in sec-
tion= wherc these conditions prevaii:
and 1 Ao not bLelieve that the Stide of

Maine ought to go thack upon the policy

which it has adopted in dealing with
these men who are not business men
and who are not educated men, men

who do not realize that a deed is neccs-
sary, and who know nothing about look-
ing up a title. I do not believe the
State of AMaine should adopt with these
poor people @any sich melasure, and 1
do not helicve that this House of Rem-
rewsntalives is willing to go upon record
that these poor people who have been on

these lands, iworking away on just &«
smail piece of land where the whole
thing 'would probably not be  worth
more than three hundred dollars, or
anwwhere near that without buildings

which they have put on it. It does not
seem to be right or fair that this great
State of Maine should refuse to give
these poor farmers a chance to own
taeir land and have a deed of it; it does
not seem to be equitable or right to
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oblige those people to be content
a lease. As stated by the gentleman
from Lisbon. Mr. Piummer, when they
were dealing with bhig concerns in times
past the State unquestionably made
mistakes; but that is not the situaticn
here, and it is not a matter of any great

with

consaguence, tie Jdepreciation in value
of the unimproved real estate. he
louds of a few settlers not be a

matter of great consequence (o the peo-
ple of the State or the people of these
plantations, and if there i any appre-
¢iation it iz going to be due snlely to
the hard work and the labor of the men
anl their wives who are iliving there
with their families; and 1 sincerely
hope both of these rTesolves will be
passed without any amendment.

Mr. 8T. CLAIR of Calais: Mr. Speak-
e¢r, there is one thing that impresses me
in connection with this matter, iand that
is that these people went in there and
made a home and they have lived thiere
for vears and years, and why don't the
State give them tae land?  (Applause)

My, THOMBS of Lincoln: Mr. Speak-
«r and gentlemen, T want te remind you
of one other thing in connection with
this matter which I omitted to mention
when I was speaking previously., If any
of vou gentlemen went out and leased
picce of land of course you 'would know
the term for which you leased it and you
would govern yourself by that term in
making any improvements upon the land.
That is to say, if it were a short term
of course you would not improve to anyv
areat extent. Now as T understand, the
amendment offered is to allow lcasing
annually, and I presume it is for a lim-
ited pericd. Tn the event that inat
amendment should be adopted, thereby
curtailing the powers of the land agent
to that extent so that he would only
lease, I submit that the owners of the
huildings upon these lands would not
be in a position to make any permanent
smmprovements and to carry forward the
work on the land as they would if they
cwned by the land in fee. It scems to me
that is a particular thing that should
receive vour consideration in this matter.

Mr., PLUMMBER: Mr. Speaker, in re-
gard to the point just raised I wish to
state that some of the most valuable
buildings in this ecountry are bu'lt on
leased land, and even upon school lands.
The Chicago Tribune Building in Chic-
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ago, waich is located on one of the most
valuable corners of that city, is built
upon school land, and I think under a
lease of 99 years. I think there is no
specified lime mentioned in the amend-
ment, and if it is desirable to have a
specified time, I would be willing to in-
sert 1,000 years, and if the gentleman
thinks that is not long enough time for a
man to have so that he may make per-
manent improvements, I would make it
16,006 years.

To return to this case of this in-
dividual, let us see where he stands.
I7 this man had a hundred dollars
out at six per cent. it iz manifest thar
g0 far as he is concerned he will be
just as well off to leave his moneY¥
where it is and take that six dollars
and turn the money over to the State
and lose the interest. Now, if he
hasn’t any hundred dollars and has
got to go and hire it, he might just
as well pay six dollars to the State
of Maine annually as a ground rent
as to pay six dollars to the mort-
gagee interest. There is no dif-
ference as far as the financial situa-
tion is concerned; he is just as wetl
off and he can live there just as com-
fortabiy, and his house will keep him
just as warm, and he can raise jus:
as good crops on the land as though
he had the title to it; and I will
agree to give him any length of time
that my friends, the lawyers on the
other side of the House, will say
should be given to him, simply sub-
ject to the fact that he should pav
whatever in the judgment of the land
agent iz proper to Dbe paid; and if
the gentiemen of this House have not
confidence in the land agent, and if
they have more confidence in the
court, T will give him an appeal fo
the Supreme Court of this State, or
to the Supreme Court of the United
States, and if there is any place
higher I am willing to go there.

One other point I wish to refer to,
and that is in connection with his
paying his ground rent. Bear in
mind this fact that every title that
has been granted by the State »f
Maine or by any state in the United
States, or by any king or queen or
potentate of this or any other coun-

as
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try—Dbear in mind that the title has
always been subject to the payment
of taxes, and that every man who
owns his land is subject to the pay-
ment of taxes. What is the objection
to giving to these people on practi-
cally the same grounds only that he
shall pay it now instead of being
under an obligation to pay it at some
future time? As a matter of fact
and as 2 financial proposition, so long
as there is no appreciation in the
value of the land, it makes no dif-
ference to him whether it 13 under
lease or whether he buys it; it makes
this difference that if that land should
increase in value that that Increase
goes to the scholars of the schools
that shall come along in the next
generation and the generations there-
after instead of going into the hands
of private owners.

Mr. DUTTON of Bingham: Mr.
Speaker, I want to ask the members
of this House to stop and consider
whether it is a fair proposition on
the part of these poor farmers ask-
ing to have their land deeded to them,
and I ask you if it is not fair that
they should have some consideration
shown to them, and if it is a reason-
able proposition for a man to pro-
pose to lease for such a term oS
10,000 years? Wouldn’t it be just as
reasonable to sell it today? I want
to ask each member of this House, if
vou should wake up tomorrow morn-
ing to the fact that your father when
he settled on his farm or on his city
lot had neglected to take a deed which
gave him a good title to that land,
and vou had just attained the knowl-
edge that the title was question, and
vou had got to come to this State to
have title rectified, would you consid-
er it ‘unjust that the Ilegislature
should grant a title which would be
unquestioned for years to come? The
time for the State of Maine to have
considered the proposition of selling
its lands was when they were dispos-
ing of their wild lands by counties
and townships; and when it comes to
the present dayv and a man whose an-
cesfors have lived upon a little pieca
of land, tilled the soil and rearad
their children, and now that th=
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rresent owners ask to have their title
to the land legalized, and are willing
to pay the price for legalizing it—I
want to ask you if it is not right
that they should have it, Instead of
proposing to lease it to them for 190.-
000 years?

Mr. PLUMMER: Mr.
would like to ask my friend from
Houlton, Mr. Pierce, or my friend
from Lincoln, Mr. Thombs, whether
or not if this legislature should order
to be given and signed by the land
agent a title to this land describing i*
at length, subject to the payment of a
ground rent for five or ten years,
whether or not that title would be
good in court?

Mr. THOMBS: Mr. Speaker, 1 am
not authority on such long leases as
that; they are very much out of my
line. I do know a title that will be
good in court, and that 1s a deed f
release from the State of Maine.
(Applause)

The SPEAKER: The question i3
on the motion of the gentleman from
Lisbon, Mr. Plummer, to adopt House
Amendment A to House Doc. No. 119,
or No. 423 as it has Dbeen printed.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion was lost.

Mr. Plummer doubted the vote and
cailed for a division.

A division being had, the motion
was lost by a vote of three to seventy.

The pending question being the
second reading of the resoive, House
Doc. No. 423,

Speaker, I

The resolve received its second
reading and was passed to bhe en-
grossed.

Conneilan of
reconsidered

On motion by Mr.
Portland, the vote was
whereby the House voted to table
House Doc. No. 403, bill, An Act to
fix the salaries of certain public of-
ficers.

On further motion by Mr. Con-
rellan, the bill received its second
reading and was assigned for tomor-
row morning for its third reading.

On motion by Mr. Plummer of Lis-
bon, House Doc. No. 230, Resolve au-
thorizing the land agent to sell cer-
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tain lands in Plantation No. 33, was
taken from the table.

On further motion by Mr. Plummer,
the resolve received its second read-
ing and was passed to be engrossed.

On motion by Mr. Higgins of
Brewer, House Doc. 473, Resolve 1n
favor of aid in building road in the
town of Amherst, in the county of
Hancock, and in the town of Clifton,
in the county of Washington, was
taken from the table.

On further motion by Mr. Higgins,
the resolve was recommitted to the
committee.

Mr. BROWN of Auburn: Mr. Spealk-
er, if it is in order, I will take froin the
table House Document No. 311, “An
Act to provide for the convenience of
travelers on electric roads,” and move
that Amendment A, House Document
497, have a passage, and the motion
prevailed.

Mr. BROWN: Mr. Speaker and Gen-
tlemen: When 1 first presented this
bill to the Flouse, I did so because I
felt that there was a necessity for it.
The bill, perhaps., came in in a crude
form and was looked upon rather light-
ly and treated as a joke. After it came
back from the committee, and I got
the House to accept the report, and
after listening to the arguments, es-
pecially from Dr, Millett, who said that
he had known of two deaths occurring
directly from the inconvenience of rid-
ing on these cars without a toilet, the
members of this House began to think
of it more seriously, and they came to
me one by one svmpathizing with the
bill. and saying if it was amended so
as to eliminate the open cars, and
have closed doors when going through
the cities and villages, they felt that
they could support the bill. Thiz'I
readily assented to, and have drawn up
what we call Amendment A, I would
like to read it so that every member
may understand it: “Amendment A, to
Bill No. 311. Amend section one by
adding after the word ‘destination’ in
the last line of Section one the follow-
ing: ‘Providing that this section shall
not apply to open cars, and also pro-
viding that the toilet shall be kept
locked while going through cities and
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villages.”” I now move the adoption of
the amendment.

The motion was adopted, and on
further motion by Mr. Brown the bill
received its first and second reading,
and tomorrow morning was assigned
for its third reading.

On motion of Mr. Millett of Belfast,
the majority and minority reports of
the committee on State Prison, “Re-
solve in favor of the purchase of land
in some suitable location and the erec-

tion thereon of buildings for a new
State PPrison,” were taken from the
table.

The SPREAKER: The pending ques-
tion is the acceptance of either report.
The Chair will state for the informa-
tion of the House that this comes to us
from the Senate as a divided report.
The majority report “ought to pass”
was sizned by Senators Chatto and
Boynton and Representatives Ellis,
Leader, Brown, Tobey and Lord. The
minority report on the same matter,
“ought not to pass” was signed by Rep-
resentatives Fossett and Welch. In the
Senate the minority report was ac-
cepted and comes down for concurrent
action.

Mr. Fossett of TPortland moved that
the House concur in the adoption of
the minority report.

The motion was agreed to.

On motion by Mr. Wise of Guilford
the report of the committee on inland
fisheries and game, reporting “ought
not to pass” on bill, An Act to amend
Chapter 32 of the Revised Statutes, as
amended by Chapter 206 of the Tublic
TLaws of 1913, relating to fishing in
avis Stream and Monson Pond, in the
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county of DP’iscataquis, was taken from
the table, and on further motion by
Mr. Wise, the report was recommitted
to the committee,

Mr. Greely of Portland moved that
the report of the committee on towns
on hill, An Act relating to the division
of the town of Bristol, be taken from
the table.

The SPIZAKER: The Chair will state
that that matter was tabled by the
gentleman from Nobleboro, Mr. Mulli-
gan, and under the courtesies of the
House it would be the privilege of that
gentleman to take it from the table.
Does the gentleman from Nobleboro,
Mr. Mulligan, wish to take the matter
from the tahle this afternoon?

Mr. MULLIGAN: Mr. Speaker, T
should prefer to have it assigned for
tomorrow.

On motion by Mr. Mulligan the bill
was taken from the table, and on
further motion by the same gentleman
the hill was retabled and specially as-
signed for consideration tomorrow.

On motion by Mr. Brown of Auburn,
House Doc. No. 4590, bill, An Act for the
prompt payment of poll taxes, was tak-
en from the table,

The pending question being the
adoption of House Amendment A, on
further motion by Mr. Brown, the

amendment was adopted.

The bill then received its third read-
ing and was passed to be engrossed
as amended by House Amendment A.

On motion by Mr. Thombhs of Lincoln,
Adjourned until temorrow morning
at nine o’clock.



