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HOUSE.

Thursday, March 6, 1913.

The House met according to ad-
journment and was called to order by
the Speaker.

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Evans of
Gardiner.

Journal of previous session read and
approved.

Papers from the Senate disposed of
in concurrence.

From the Senate: An Act relative
to municipal elections in the city of
Augusta,

In the House this bill was introduc-
ed, received its three scveral readings
and was passed to be engrossed un-
der a suspension of the rules, and
came from the Senate referred to the
next Legislature in non-concurrence.

Mr. NEWBERT of Augusta: I wish
to thank the gentlemen of the House
for their uniform courtesy and gen-
erous attitude towards the people of
Augusta in allowing this bill to be
introduced into this House and to be
passed to be engrossed on Tuesday of
this week without one objection. As
set forth in the little statement I
made, which T made, true or not, and
I think the House took it to be true
this measure went up to the Senate
and was in that branch referred to
the next Legislature., 1 cannot un-
derstand the attitude of the Honor-
able Senators who sit at the other end
of our long corridor. I have observed
the Senators this winter and were I
superintendent of buildings here 1
should put a motto over the door of
that Chamber in large letters inscrib-
ed as follows: “To the people of
Maine: Leave hope behind ye who
enter here.” (Applause). I would
rather sit in the tombs of Egypt with
the mummies of the Egyptian Kings
than to sit in there. (Applause.)

Tell me, Mr. Speaker and gentle-
men of the House, why the great Re-
publican majority in that Senate—and
I have no friendliness to the party
either—why they in the Senate should
line up and vole down this proposi-
tion put up to them in an emergency
like this by the citizens of my city?
And why, tell me, should the Honor-
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able Senator from Kennebec (Sena-
tor Dutton), a resident of this city lik=a
myself, why should he make the bit-
ter speech that he made in my hear-
ing, yesterday, in opposition to this
measure? This reminds me of a story,
one which the Honorable Don Powers,
who was Speaker of this House iu
1907, likes to repeat. A man came
into the corridor of the Senate, during
the session of 1907, with a little boy
from the country, and he listened
while the chaplain praxed, and the
boy says, father, does that man pray
for the Senate, does he pray for the
Senators? And the father waited a
moment and he says, “My boy, let
me tell you, that good chaplain there
just takes a look at the Senate and
then he prays fervently for the people
of this State.” (Laughter.)

Now to be serious just a moment, I
wish to say that this matter means a
good deal to me, not personally per-
haps but to me as representing my
city. It is also a matter of great im-
portance to me because for five years
I have been city clerk here in Augus-
ta, and I know what an election
means. Last night I put down soine
figures, and I know they are correct,
and the election in Augusta, next
Monday, will cost our tax payers $800;
three elections will cost us $2400, and
the same thing happening again next
year, will make it $4800, because the
Senate will not let us change for at
least two years. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the matter be laid upon the ta-
ble.

The motion was agreed to and the
bill was tabled pending concurrent ac-
tion with the Senate.

From the Senate: Resolve in favor
of the State pension clerk.

In the House this resolve was pass-
ed to be engrossed, and came from
the Senate in that branch indefinitely
postponed in non-concurrence.

On motion by Mr. Austin of Phil-
lips the resolve was tabled pending
concurrent action with the Senate.

From the Senate: An Act to amend
An Act 1o incorporate the Madison
Weater District.

In ilhice Housc this bhill was passed to
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be engrossed, and came from the Sen-
ate recommitted to the committee on
judiciary. )

On motion by Mr. Austin of Phillips,
under suspension of the rules, the vote
was reconsidered whereby this bill
was passed to be engrossed, and on
further motion by Mr. Austin the
Houce voted to concur with the Senate
in recomniitting the bill to the com-
mittee on judiciary.

From the §enate: An Aect to incor-
porate the York County Water Power
Company.

This bill came from the Senate re-
committed in that branch to the com-
mittee on legal affairs.

On motior by Mr. Thombs of Lin-
coln the House voted to concur with
the Senate in recommitting the bill to
the committee on legal affairs.

From the Senate: An Act additional
to Chapter 144 of the Revised Statutes
in relation to voluntary admission of
insanec patienis to the insane hospitals.

This bill came from the Senate in
that branch recommitted to the com-
mittee on insane hospitals.

On motion by Mr. Mitchell of New-
port, the House voted to concur with
the Senate in recommitting the bill to
the corimmittee on insane hospitals.

From the Senate: An Act additional
to Chapter 144 of the Revised Statutes
in rclation to the emergency commit-
melt f ingsane patients to the insane
hospitals.

q'his hill came from the Scnate re-
committed to the committee on insane
hospitals.

On niotion by Mr. Mitchell of New-
port the House voted to concur with
the Senate in recommitting the bill to
the committee on insane hospitals.

From the Senate: An Act to incorpor-
ate the Farmington-Oakland Interur-
han Railway.

In the House the report of the com-
mittee on judiciary, reporting “ought
not to pass”’ was accepted; in the Sen-
ate the committee was discharged from
furtier consideration of the subject
and the bill was referred to the com-
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mitice on railreads and expresses.

On motion by Mr. Smith of Auburn,
the rules were suspended and the vote
was reconsidered whereby the report
of the committee on judiciary was ac-
cepted, and on further motion by Mr.
Smith the House voted to concur with
the Scnate in discharging the commit-
tee on judiciary from further consider-
ation of the subject and referring the
bill to the committee on railrnads and
expresses.

Senate Bills on First Reading.

An Act to amend Sections 2, 4, 5 and
7 of Chapter 292 of the DPrivate and
Special Laws of 1909, relating to the
Mexico Water Company.

An Act to amend Section 8 of Chap-
ter 13 of the Private and Special Laws
of 1911 entitled “An Act to create the
Bingham Water District.”

An Act to authorize the county com-
missioners of Oxford county to pro-
cure a copy of Volume I of the records
of deeds in the Western registry of
deeds in said county.

An Act to enlarge the purposes of
the Hewes Spocl & Bobbin Company.

An Act to provide for the indecter-
minate sentence as o punishment for
crime upon the conviction thereof and
for the detention and release of per-
song in prison or detention on such
sentence, and for expenses attending
the same.

A Act lo incorporate the Jackman
Warter, Light & Power Company.

An Act to regulate the packing,
shipping and sale of apples. (Tabled
pending the aceeptance of the report
of 1ilic committee in concurrence on
motion by Mr, Cook of Vassalhoro.)

An Act to amend Section 8 of Chabp-
ter 60 of the Revised Statutes, as
amended by Section 2 of Chapter 98 of
the Public Laws of 1909, also to amend
Section 7 of said Chapter 60, relating
to the department of agriculture.

Resolve in favor of Percy T. Jones
and Rosge 1. Jones.

Resolution 1o correct certain errors
and omissions in the publication of
An Act to provide a charter for the
city of Gardincer, as it appears in the
Lawsg of 191L

Nesolve for military rensions.
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Resolve for State pensions.

Resolve to provide means for exam-
ination of claims for State pensions.

Resolve relating to documentary his-
tory of Maine.

Itesolve in favor of the purchase of
the Maine State Year Book for the
vears 1913 and 1914,

The following bills, petitions, ete.,

were presented and referred:
Judiciary.

By Mr. Stuart of Iast Livermore:
Petition of TP. J. Reynolds and 254
others of Idvermore Falls and Chis-
holm in favor of Senate Bill No. 165
providing for workmen's compensa-
tion.

By M. Connors of Bangor: Petition

of William M. Daley and 185 others of
Bangor in favor of same.

By Mr. Brennan of St. George: Peti-
tion of John Hawkins and 27 others of

St. George in favor of same.
Legal Affairs.
By Mr. Rousseau of Brunswick: An
Act to amend Section 12 of Chapter 4

of the Revised Statutes, relating to the
choice of town officers.
Education.
By Mr. Brennan of St. George. Re-
soive in favor of higher education for
municipal officers.

By Mr. Irving of Caribou: Resolu-
tion of Green Ridge Grange No.o 281 of

Carilron, represgenting 166 members, in
favor of distribution of State school
funds according to aggregate attend-
ance in common schools; also resolu-
tion of Caribeu Grange No. 138 of
Carilou, representing 480 members in
favor of samec.

3y M Washburn of TPerry: Resoli-
tion of RobbLinston Grange No. 413 ol
Robbinston, representing 150 members,
in favor of same.

By AMr. Dutton of BBelfast:
tion of Seaside Grangce No. 213 of Bel-

Resolu-

fast, representing 96 mwembers, in favor
of same.
By Mr. Umphrey of Washburn:

Resolution of Eureka Grange No. 113
of Maplclon, representing 222 members,
in favor of same; also petition of W,
. Waddell of Mapleton and 135 others,
in favor of same.

3y M. Washburn of Perry: Petition
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of E. C. Brown of Robbinston and 10
others in favor of same.

By Mr. Mildon of Eastport: Remon-
strance of J. M. Swett and 43 others
against the act entitled an Act to
amend Sections 122, 123 and 126 of
Chapter 15 of the Revised Statutes,
and Sections 3 and 5 of Chapter 127 of
the Public Laws of 1909, to provide for
the distribution of the school mill fund
and the common school fund on the
basis of aggregate attendance in all
educational institutions within the
State.

Placed on File.

By Mr. Kelleher of Waterville: Peti-
tion of J. F. Hill of Waterville and 13
others in favor of the Teachers’ Pen-
sion bill.

Railroads and Expresses.

By Mr. Swift of Augusta: An Act
to amend Section 13 of Chapter 53 of
the Revised Statutes, in relation to the
taking of land by street railroad com-
panies.

Mercantile Affairs and Insurance.

By Mr. Donovan of Lewiston: An
Act relating to the insurance of prop-
erty owned by the State.

Agriculture.

By Mr. Smith of Presque Isle: Peti-
tion of . G. R. Chandler and 16 oth-
crs of Castle Hill Grange in favor of
the establishment of an experimental
and secd farm in Aroostook county.

Inland Fisheries and Game.

By Mr. Dunton of Belfast: Re-
monstrance of  Amos Nichols and 80
others of Searsport and vicinity against

passage of resident hunter's license
act.
Taxation.
3¥ Mr. Plummer of Lisbon: An Act
reiating to the sale of lands for taxces
in places not incorporated.
Public Health.
By Mr. Plummer of Tiisbon: An Act

relating to the fee for the registration

of physicians and surgcons.
Salaries and Fees.

By Mr. Durgin of Milo: An Act to
amend Sectionn 1 of Chapler 173 of the
Public T.awsg of 1905, rclating to the
compensation of the Register of Deedsg
of Piscataquis county.
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Reports of Committees.

Mr. Conners from the committee on
legal affairs, reported “ought not to
pass” on bill, An Act to amend Sec-
tion 73, of the Revised Statutes as
amended by Section 3 of the Publiz
Laws of 1911, and to amend Sections
75 of Chapter 9 of the Revised Stat-
utes.

Mr. Swift from the same commit-
tee, on bill, An Act to incorporate the
Perry Telephone Company, reported
that the same “ought not to pass” as
the object can be obtained by incor-
porating under the general law.

Mr. Swift from the committee on
telephones and telegraphs, on bill, An
Act to incorporate the Union Tele-
phone Company, reported that the
same ‘“ought not to pass” as the oh-
ject can be obtained by incorporating
under the general law.

Mr. Tobey from the committee on
agriculture, reported ‘“ought not to
pass” on bill, An Act regulating th-
sale of paint, paint oils and turpen-
tine.

Same gentleman from same commit-
tee, on bill, An Act to amend Section
9 of Chapter 195 of the Public Laws
of 1911, relative to the importation
of horses into the State of Maine, re-
ported legislation thereon inexpedient
as the subject matter is covered by
another bill,

Mr. Skelton from the same com-
mittee, reported “ought not to pass”
on resolve to appropriate $5000 for
enforcement of the brown-tail moth
law and investigating the same.

Mr. Clark of Portland from the com-
mittee on interior waters, reported
“ought not to pass” on bill, An Act to
be known as the Peoples’ Water
Rights and Power Commission of the
State of Maine.

Mr. O’'Connell from the same com-~
mittee reported “ought not to pass”
on bill, An Act relative to the taking
of the waters of Little Ossipee Lakc
in the town of Waterboro.

Mr. Gordon from the committee on
claims reported “ought not to pass”
on resolve in favor of Storm Wessell
of Stockholm, accompanied by state-
ment of facts. (Tabled pending the
acceptance of the report of the com-
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mittee on motion by Mr. Irving of
Caribou.)

Same gentleman from same commit-
tee reported “ought not to pass” on
resolve in favor of A, W. Benson of
Bangor.

Same gentleman from same commit-
tee reported “ought not to pass” on
resolve in favor of John A. McDonald.

Same gentleman from same commit-
tee reported “ought not to pass” on
resolve in favor of the town of Mex-
ico.

Mr. Davis from the committee on

interior waters, reported “ought not
to pass” on resolve in aid of naviga-
tion on Duck Pond, Cumberland
county.

The reports were accepted.

Mr. Smith of Presque Isle from the
committee on judiciary, reportel
“ought to pass” on bill, An Act grant-
ing the Penobscot Tribe of Indians
the right to establish and maintain a
ferry between Indian Island, so-called,
and the main land in the city of Old
Town,

Mr, Wheeler from the committee on
legal affairs reported in a new draft
and “ought to pass” bill, An Aect to
incorporate the Harrison Water Com-*
pany.

Same gentleman from same com-
mittee reported in a new draft and
“ought to pass” bill, An Act to amend
Section 5 of Chapter 113 of the Re-
vised Statutes, relating to personal
property bargained and delivered to
another which shall remain the prop-
erty of the seller until paid for.

Same gentleman from same commit-

tee *reported in a new draft and
“ought to pass” bill, An Act to in-
corporate the Brownfield Electric
Company.

Same gentleman from same commit-
tee reported in a new draft and
“ought to pass” bill, An Act to ratify
the organization of and amend the-
charter of the Hiram Water, Light &
Power Company.

Mr. Connors from the same commit-
tee reported in a new draft and “ought
to pass” bill, An Act relating to the
Good Templars Hall in Dexter.

Same gentleman from same commit-
tee reported “ought to pass” on bill.
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An Act to revive and extend the char-
ter of the Shawmut Water Company.

Mr. Irving from the committee on
banks and banking, reported in a new
draft and “ought to pass” bill, An Act
to restrict and regulate private bank-
ing.

Mr. Maxwell from-the committee on
public health, reported ‘“ought to
pass” on bill, An Act to amend Sec-
tion 4 of Chapter 78 of the Public
Laws of 1909, relating to better pro-
tection of the people of -the State of
Maine from the disease known as tu-
berculosis.

Mr. Kimball from the committee on
agriculture, reported “ought to pass”
on resolve in favor of the Maine State
Agricultural Society and repealing re-
solves in favor of said society.

Mr. Washburn from the committee
on Indian affairs, reported in a new
draft and ‘“‘ought to pass”’ resolve in
favor of the Penobscot Tribe of In-
dians.

Mr. Tvobinson from the committee on
State lands and forest preservation,
reported “ought to pass” on resolve
authorizing the State land agent to sell
the Interest of the State in lot No. 1
east of Fish river in Wallagrass Plan-
tation, Aroostook county.

Mr. Gordon from the committec on
claims, to which was recommitted rec-
solve in favor of the town of Milo, re-
ported that the same “ought to pass”
as the comimittee acknowledges crror
in tine firet repert caused by suppos-
ing the parties to be aliens.

Same gentleman from same commit-
tee. reported “‘ought to pass” on re-
solve in faver of the town of Hermon.

The reports were accepted and the
several bills and resolves ordered print-
ed under the joint rules,

Mr. Connorg from the committee on
legnl affairs, reported “ought to pass”
on nill, An Act additional to Chapter
28 of the Revised Statutes, in relaticn
to the prevention of false fire alarms.

Mr. Wheeler from the same commit-
tee, reported “ought to pass” on bill,
An Act to extend the powers of the
Limerick Water & Electric Company.

Mpe. Maxwell from the committee on
public health, reported “cught to pass”
on bill, An Act to regulate the use of
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hat pins and other decorative utilities.

The reports were accepted, and these
three bills having been already print-
ed received their first and second read-
ings and were assigned for tomorrow
morning for their third reading.

Mr. Spencer from the committee on
ways and bridges, reported in a new
draft and “ought 1o pass” resolve in
faver of the town of Forrest City,
Wasliington county, Maine.

The revort was accepted, and this
resolve having been already printed
received its first reading and was as-
signed for tomorrow morning for its
second reading.

First Reading of Printed Bills
Resolves.

and

An Act to amerd Section 1 of Chapter
313 of the Private and Special T.aws of
1864 entifled “An Act to incorporate
the Daskahegan Dam Company, as
amended by Chapter 272 of the Private
and Special Laws of 1903 and by Chap-
ter 147 of the Private and Special Laws
of 18117

An Act relating to the Jerguson Man-
ufacturing Company.

An Act to amend Scction 2 of Chap-
ter 47 of the Public T.aws of 1909, re-
lating to asscssment of taxes for street
sprinkling.

Rkesolve in favor of the Washington
State Normal school at Machias for
cquipment, repairs and permanent im-
provements.

Passed to Be Engrossed.

An Act to amend Section 63 of Chap-
ter 15 of the Revised Statutes as
amended by Chapter 73 of the Public
Taws of 1809 as further amended by
Chapters 62 and 116 of the Public Laws
of 1909 relating to the payment of tui-
tion in secondary school.

An Act to incorporate the Kennehec
2ealty Company. (Tabled pending its
third recading on motion by Mr. Smith
of Auburn.)

An Aect to incorporate the Slate of
Maite Fire Insurance Company.

Al Act to extend the charter of the
Mutual Fire Insurance Company.

An Act to incorporate the Kingfield
Chamber of Commerce.
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An Act to organize the Ashland Wa-
ter Coinpany.

An Act to authorize Frank W. Hunt
& Company to erect and maintain
bridge across the Mattawamkeag river.

An Act to incorporate the Lincoln
Light and Power Company.

An Act permitting the shipment,
once in 10 days, under special license
tag, of 10 pounds of fish caught in
Moosehead lake.

An Act to disorganize Plantation No.
8, in the county of Hancock.

An Act to repeal Chapter 503 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1828, as
amended by Chapter 508 of the Pri-
vate and Special Laws of 1874 and by
Chapter 254 of the Private and Speciai
Taws of 1876, relating to the taking ol
fish in Narraguagus river.

An Act for the better protection of
sheli fish within the town of Kennec-
burktuoort in the county of York. (Ta-
bled pending its third reading on mo-
tion by Mr. Descoteaux of RBiddeford.)

An Act to incorporate Connor Planta-
tion,

An Act to amend Chapter 154 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1835 as
amended by Chapter 156 of the Private
and Special Laws of 1911 relating to the
charter of the Wiscasset Water Com-
pany.

An Act to amend Section 13 of Chap-
ter 4 of the Revised Statutes as amend-
ed by Chapter 200 of the Laws of 1909,
An Act to amend Section 38 of Chapter
47 of the Revised Statutes, relative to
siving notice of the time and place of
gale of ghares of stock in corporations
to pay assessments,

An Act to incorporate the Madison
Water District.

An Act providing a punishment for
cortain indecent and immoral offences.

An Act to authorize the City Council
of the city of Belfast to grant permis-
sion to Mathews Brothers to construct
and maintain a Suspension Bridge over
and acreoss Front street in said Del-
fast.

An Act to amend Chapter 30 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1911 au-
thorizing the Wiscasset, Waterville and
TFarmington Railway Company to dis-
pose of a part of the property of said
company.
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An Act relating to the inspection ot
lime casks.

An Act to incorporate Pleasant Hill
Cemetery Association in the town of
‘Webster.

An Act to amend Chapter 613 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1893, en-
stitled “An Act to establish the West-
ern Hancock Municipal Court.”

Resolve in favor of the Farmington
State Normal School for furnishings
and equipment for a dormitory.

Resolve in favor of a highway bridge
in the plantation of New (Canada.

Resolve in favor of bridge across the
Umecolcus stream in Oxbow plantation,
Aroostook county.

Resolve in aid of building a bridge
across Sandy stream in the plantation
of Lexington.

Resolve in favor of aid in repairing
highways in town of Cutler.

Resolve in favor of aid in building a
bridge across Passadumkeag stream 1n
Grand Falls plantation.

Resolve in favor of aid in building a
hridge across Moose river near its
mouth.

Resolve in favor of the main high-
way leading from the town of Frank-
lin in Hancock county to the town of
Cherryfield in the county of Washing-
ton.

Resolve in favor of James R. Hun-

ton of Milford.
Resolve in aid of navigation on
Rangcley I.ake, Mooselucmeguntic

Lake and Cupsuptic Lake.

Resolve in favor of John R. Dinsmore
of Kittery.

Mr. Mitchell of Kittery offered House
Amendment A, by substituting the
name of Abbie M. Dinsmorc where the
name of John R. Dinsmore appears;
also to amend the resclve by substi-
tuting in the first line the name of Ah-
bie M. Dinsmore where the name of
John R. Dinsmore appears.

Mr., MITCHELL: Mr. Speaker, I
want to say for the information of the
House that since this resolve was re-
ported from the committee on pensions
Mr. Dinsmore has died, and with the
advice and consent of the committee
on pensions I offer this amendment so
that this pension will go to his widow.
IBverything that was said about Mr.
Dinsmore in the statement of facts can
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be said about his wife, excepting as to
military service; and I move the
adoption of the amendment.

The question being on the adoption of
the amendment,

The amendment was adopted and the
resolve received its second reading and
was passed to Dbe engrossed as
amended.

Passed to Be Enacted.
An Act to extend the time in which
the Maine Title Guaranty Company is
authorized to commence business.

On motinn by Mr. Mitchell of Kittery,
resoive making appropriations for the
Passamaquoddy Tribe of Indians was
taken from the table.

The question being on the final pas-
sage of this resolve, carrying the emer-
gency clause,

Mr. Washburn of Perry moved that
the resolve receive its final passage.

Mr. WASHBURN: Mr. Speaker, I
think that this matter was not fully
understood here at the session of Tues-
day, and I would like to say in the=
way of explanation that the emergency
clause has always accompanied these
Indian resolves. It was so during the
T.ezislature of 1909 and also in 1911,
This tribe is now without funds, and
has been since the first day of January,
and there are now a. large number of
Lills due which are far beyond the abil-
ity of the agent, who is a man of very
macderate meuns, to carry. T am not
capable of determining whether this
conslitutes an emergency as contem-
plated in our Constitution, but I dn
knew that the people in the towns
where these reservations are locatea
rather consider it as such; because
whatever our civilization may have
done for the Indian, good or bhad, it has

ne

lert him with one firm belief which is
that the community owes him a living.
Now, if we take away his source of

fuel and food, even for a limited time
during the winter months, the chances
are that he may not continue to be n
Iaw abiding citizen, and he will cease
to regard what the white man knows
as preperty rights.

Now, dr. Speaker, I do not want to
cast any reflections on the character
of our Indian necighbors, but you all
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people; they never make
any provisien for the morrow. I doubt
if thiere are a dozen families on our
reservaticn who have at one time more
than a week’s provisions on hand. Fur-
ther than that, the Indian has no cred-
it; with a few rare exceptions, no mer-
chant will give him credit for a bill
of goods. He has no credit with the
doctor or the undertaker; and it is a
fact tnat the body of an Indian woman,
who died on the Passamaquoddy res-
ervation n the month of January, laid
for two weeks without burial, and
wag finally buried by private charity.

In this connection, Mr. Speaker, we
ought not to lose sight of the fact that
any hardships that come upon the In-
dian fa]l hard upon those Sisters of
Mercy who go there and devote their
lives, without hope of reward to the
uplift of the condition of the Indian,.
1t is also a fact that for two ycars,
while this resolve is hanging fire here
in the Legislature, the Indians always
sufter more or less hardships. Now, I
have no interest in the resolve other
than it seemed to fall to me to put it
in, and I hope that jt will receive the
neeessary  two-thirds vote, and that
the money will he made available as
soon as possible. (Applause)

VMr. NEWDRRERT of Augusta: Mr.
gpesker, I think the House, yesterday,
railed to give the necessary number of
Vot in hehalf of this resolve wholly
through a misunderstanding. T do not,
heliove tliere is any obicction in this
House o voling on the cmergency
clause, and T trust the resolve will be
finally passed.

The SPRAKIER: 'This resolve is upon
it final passage and, as it carries the
emerzeney clause, it requires a two-
thirds vole of the members elected to
this House, or 101 votes. All those
favor of the pasgage of the rescive will
rise and stand until counted.

A division being had, 150 voted
favor and nenec opposged.

The SPEAKER: The
received o final passage.

Mr. AUSTIN of Phillips: Mr. Speak-
er, 1 move that we reconsider the vote
whereby this resolve was finally pass-
ed. And I will say that T make this mo-

know
provident

e

"

in

in

resolve has
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tion so that we may get what I think
is a correct count. I hardly believe that
150 is the correct number, because some
of the monitors may have counted
some of the spectators who were stand-
ing in the aisles.

The SPEAKER: The Chair will state
that a motion to reconsider is not in
order mcere than once on the same
question.

Mr. PLUMMER of Lisbhon: Mr.
Speaker, T would suggest thet possibly
there was a mistake in the count in
the fourth division. (Laughter)

The SPEAKER: The Chair rales that
the motion to reconsider is out of or-
der. If any monitor desires to corroect
the count he is permitted to do so.

Mr. AUSTIN: Mr. Speaker, 1 would
like to correct my count if it is wrong.

The SPEAKER: The members of
the fourth division in favor of the {inal
passage of this resolve will rise and
stand for the purpose of re-counting.

Trirty-seven in the fourth division
responded to the call, and none oppcs-
ed.

The SPEARER: One hundred aad
forty-six by correct count having vot-
ed in the aflirmative, and ncne jn the
negative, the resolve has recelved its
finai passage. .

Orders of the Day.

On motion by Mr. Eaton of Oxford.
the rules were suspended and that
gentleman was granted permission to
introduce out of order petition of G.
W. Lyons of Waterford and 14 others
in favor of distribution of the State
school fund according to the aggre-
gate attendance in the commnon
schools, and on further motisn by Mr.
Eaton the petition was referred to the
committee on education.

On motion by Mr. Brennan of St.
George, House Document No. 353, bill,

An" Act to protect cod and other
ground fish in the waters off the
coast of Maine, was taken from the

table, and on further motion by Mr.
Brennan the bill was recomraitted to
the committee on sea and shore fish-
eries.

On motion by Mr. Boman of Vinal-
haven, House Document No. 413, hill,
An Act to amend Section 1 of Chap-
ter 41 of the Public Laws of 1903, re-
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lating to the duties of commissioner
of sea and shore fisheries, was taken
from the table, and on further motion
by Mr. Boman the bill was referred
to the committee on sea and shore
fisheries.

The SPEAKER: There comes up
at this time as unfinished business
consideration of the two reports of
the committee on taxation, in rela-
tion to taxation of money invested in
real estate mortgages, the majority re-~

porting legislation inexpedient, the
minority reporting bill, An Act re-
pealing Chapter 179 of the Publiz

Laws of 1911, providing for the ex-
emption of mortgages on real estate
from taxation.

Mr. SPENCER of Berwick: 1 hap-
pen to be unfortunate enough to be a
member of the committee on taxa-
tion to which this order was referred.
The order presented to us was re-
garding the advisability of taxing
mortgages upon real estate in  this
State. Now this question is in a dif-
ferent position than it was, two years

ago. In 1911, this Legislature, or its
predecessor, passed a law which ex-
empted mortgages from taxation. By

virtue of that law the people of this
State have conducted their affairs up
to this time in such a way that they
have become involved in financial
transactions. Mary of these mort-
gages are written upon notes which
are upon demand, and I claim that the
present position of this matter is such
that if this was to be repealed these
notes would be called in. Now there
are times, and have been in history,
when after you have passed the Rubi-
con it may be too late to turn back.
This is a State matter; it does not
concern any local terrilory; it con-
cerns no particular town. Now, what
would Dbe the effect of taxing mort-
gages? In the first place the effect
would Dbe to take money out of this
State. Do the people in this State
want money? I only have to ask you
why they advertise for fifty million
dollars of summer business, everyv
vear. My second reason, it will pre-
vent the development of the farminyg
and mercantile interests in this State
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Why? Because your acreage in this
State has not increased for many
years, but your valuation has increas-
ed. In the year 1912, T find that the
increase in real estate valuation is
almost ten million dollars. What does
it mean? 7You have not got a single
more acre than you had before. What
have you got? You have got improved
real estate, That means investment,
and it means improvement. Are you
going to kill the goose that lays the
golden cgg? My third reason, it wili
result in the calling of loans. This
meang a forced sale, failure, and fore-
closure. There are niany people who

have asked your commiice to look
out for their interests in this mat-
ter. It wasg called {o my attention,

this morning, that there were peopl?
in this State who were subject to de-
mand notes; and these demand notes
would probably all be changed over
inside of a year.

Now the government of Holland has
expended millions of doliars in Dhuild-
ing a dike to protect its coal lands. 1t
they should take out that dike what
would happen? You arc in the same
position.  You have passed a law
which has put people in a dangerous
position. Will you take down the dike?
(Applause.)

Mr. TRIMBLIZ of Calais: XIyen
though there may be a difference of

opinion as to whether this law is right
or wrong, it seems to me that it is
really too soon for us to determine that
the law has been a failure. It was
passed at the Legislature, two years
ago, and consequently did not become
a law until July, 1911. It has been in
active force not much more than =«
vear, and during that timec it is too
much to expect that everything would
come about that was claimed for it
when its passagce was advocated. Now,
it has been stated in different scctions
of our State that its intcrest charge
was as much, today, as it was before
that law was passed. 'Those statements
no doubt are truc. There mayv be other
rcasons why the interest charge is a-
high, or higher; but I know from the
statements that have been made to me
by men in my section who borrow
money on real estate mortgages that
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they are able to borrow money cheaper
than they could two years ago. One
man, whose business it is to build
houses and get the money to do it with
by giving mortgages on his property,
tells me that he can borrow all the
money he desires, or all that he is
worthy of credit for, at six per cent.
Previous to the passage of this law he
paid eight and nine per cent., and
should this law be repealed the first
thing the lender would say to him is:
“I must pay a tax on this mortgage,
consequently I must charge you eight
or nine per cent.” The man who bor-
rows the money will pay the interest
and will pay the taxes, and thec man
who holds the mortgage might pay the
tax and he might not. I trust that the
law will not be changed; at least at
this time. Give it another try. If at
the end of another two years it is de-

cided that the law is wrong then it
can bhe readily changed.

AMr. DRESSER of South Portland:
Mr. Speaker, in the yecar 1807, a bill
was drawn and presented to the Legis-
lature of Maine to free recal costate
mortgages from taxation, and to re-

lieve mortgaged property from double
taxation., This bill was defeated by a
small majority in the House.

Again in 1909 this same Dbill was de-
feated. In 1911 it was again presented
to the Legislature and that bill was
passed and it hecame a law, and for
the {irst time in the history <f Maine

we had a law relieving real estate
mortgaged, from double taxation. The

law was subject to referendum, and did
not bhecome operative until July, 1911.
Since that time people have loaned
their money readily from 5 to 6 per
cent. on good first mortgages, and
manyv mortgages paving 7 to 8 per cent.
were paid by procuring the money at b
and 6 per cent., thereby reducing the
rate of interest on farm and suburban
mortgages about 2 per cent.

When this law was passed and the
great seal of the State of Maine was
placed upon it the people rolled upon
it, and loaned their money readily at
5 or 6 per cent for 1 1-2 years, only to
find that an order was presented to the
committee on taxation to investigate
the loaning of moncy on real estate
mortgages, and to report by Dbill to
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repeal or otherwise. This committee
after investigation and consideration
for four weeks reported eight ‘“ought
not to pass” and two for repeal. The
minority report contains the names of
two men recommending the repeal of
this law.

Notwithstanding the fact that eight
men out of 10 say ‘‘ought not to pass”
a law to repeal, notwithstanding the
fact that a special committee on tax-
ation had been appointed three able
men by the Governor, in 1907, to thor-
oughly investigate the taxation of
mortgages and other property, and said
committee had hearings in every large
town in the State and, in 1909, made a
very exhaustive report and recom-
mended that a similar law be passed
freeing mortgages from taxation; not-
withstanding that the State assessors
do not oppose the law.

No borrower of money on mortgages
was ever known to oppose it. The only
opposition it ever had was from money
lenders, but money lenders do not pay
the interest or the taxes. The bhor-
rower always pays the interest, taxes,
commission, title, and papers. The bor-
rower always pays the bills.

The pcople of Aroostook county were
averaging to pay 8 per cent. for farm
mortgages, in what is called the “Gar-
den of Maine.”

In Cumberland county many farmers
have been obliged to pay 7 or 8 per
cent. for farm and suburban mortgages
for the last 10 years until the law of
1911 made it possible for them to get
it for 5 and 6 per cent. You will ask
why.

The reason is this: We have two
Savings Banks in the city of Portland
with deposits and surplus amounting to

$33,000,000. We have several millions in
savings departments of Natioral
Banks. None of these funds can bhe
used to take country or suburban
mortgages. They only loan in Port-
land, not even in South Portland or
Westbrook.

The Savings Banks of Portland do
a great deal of good in Portland. Thay
loan money for 60 per cent. of the val-
ue at 5 per cent.,, and pay depositors 4
per cent,, and pay a tax of 3-8 of one
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per cent., but over one-half of their
money is invested out of the Statec.

From investigations made since the
passage of the 1911 law, we are thor-
oughly satisfied that the money which
has been placed in circulation in the
business centers of our State has more
than doubly and trebly paid any little
advantage which may accrue from tax-
ing money invested in mortgages
throughout the State.

In one instance alone we can point to
a loan of $200,000 which is carrying on an
industry in our State and the mortgage
is upon the records in one of the coun-
ties where it is loaned for five per cent.
Do you representatives of the people
imagine for a moment that such a loan
can be effected through any source what-
soever if you are to tax the land upen
which the mortgage is given and the
money invested by the mortgagor? It
cannot be done; it is an inducement to
the people who have money in stocks
and bonds that never see the light of day
and are never taxed, to take their bonds
which pay them 4 and 4% per cent, from
their vaults, to sell them in the market

and to invest them in mortgages at b
and 6 per cent. This is enhancing the
business and increasing the value of

money in circulation.

To place a tax upon money invested in
mortgages is a double burden upon the
borrower but it also allows mouey lend-
ers who do not place upon the records
the money loaned, the right to demand
exorbitant rates of interest. For to give
a concrete illustration-—if today in a cer-
tain town or city, money can be obtained
for 5 to 6 per cent. and you tax that
money, the loaner will ask the borrower
to include in the interest the amount of
the tax. We know of a loan where a
party has applied within the last three
weeeks to obtain $15,00 upon unguestion-
able security. The attorney for the lenu-
er was instructed to inform the horrow-
er that if the 1911 law was not repealed
he could have the money on his securuy
for 5 per cent.; if it was repealed, he
could have it for eight.

The stability of all government depends
upon the certainty of its laws and from
a moral standpoint the State of Maine
through its representatives ought not to
repeal the law of 1911 unless it safe-
guards the rights of people who have
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come into our State and placed their
money in mortgages induced to do so by
the law made by the representatives of
the people in thi§ very legislative hall
two vears ago and this law was'passed
and the honor of our State demands that
we repeal it so that it shall not apply
to money invested in good faith upon a
law which the investor had a right to be-
lieve was made in honor and good faits.

We have millions of acres of excellent
land in the State o1 Maine that has never
been cleared, never has been made pro-
ductive. We have thousands of acres
cleared that might be made to produce
two spears of grass where only one grows
now. Our rivers could produce 1V times
the power that they are now producing.
We should manufacture 10 times what
we do now but, one of the hardest things
to do iz to finance these undertakings
and it is not done here but very little. A
man who is one of a few leading men
and very successful says he has been a
very large borrower but can never bor-
row heres because they tax their mort-
gages. He is obliged to go out of the
State, obliged to go where the mortgage
will not be taxed. Taxing mortgages
drives the money from our State. The
savings banks of the State of Maine have
deposits of $138,000,000. Owver $70,000,000 or
over one-half is invested out of New
England. What good does this money do
us? We would bé as well off with $lv,-
000,000 if we could use it here. We have
been sending money out West to develop
that country long enough. Let us make
laws to keep our money at home. Let
the law remain as it is and let our Maine

people finance their enterprises here.
They can never do it as long as the

mortgages are taxed. Why send $70,000,-
000 out of the State and then go out of
the State to raise our mohey? Where
did the money to decvelop our electric
roads, our power, light and heat compa-
nies? The law wasg passed two years
ago to free mortgages from taxation.
The great seal of the State of Maine was
placed upon it. This law said to the peo-
ple of Maine: Invest your monhey at
home, help dcvelop our water powers,
help develop manufacturing.

Where can the rarmer go to hire his
money on a mortgage? Where can the
mait go in Westbrook or Souih Port-
land? Where can the man go in most
of the towns of the State of Maine?
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South Portland is a thrifty town
gaining yearly from 160 to 150 thousand
dollars. They have to have morey. Wec
must go to some private individual for
it. ITe will tell you he cannot do it.
He cannot do it because the tuxes are
214 per cent., and if he lets the money
at 6 per cent. he would only get 3%
per cent. He can get 4 per cent, in
savings banks. He can buy a Western
bord that will pay 5 per cent. and no
taxes to vay. All the way he can let it
is to add the tax to the rate which
would make an average of 8 per cent.
If the present law is repealed we must
pay the 7 or 8 per cent. and the money
wili again be driven out of tlie State
or into the banks and one-half of it
will again go out of the State, and our
people here pay an excessive rate all
bhecause we tax mortgages.

Just as long as you lax mortgages
you will make our own country people
pay T or 8 per cent., you will drive the
money now used to take mortgages,
out ¢f the State, you will make our own
people pay double taxation, vou will
conpel the people of Maine who have
1oaned their money for 5 or 6 per cent.
since the law of 1911 was passed, to
talle 3 or 4 per cent. interest.

The State passed this law,
every state has some law
Joubie laxation. Must this broad land
of the good old State of Maine suffer;
must the wheels of progress be refard-
od because a fow dollars of taxes on
mortgages are taken away from the
State. It would soon be replaced by
new taxable property in real estate.

T hope and trust that this House will
vote to continue to uphold the present
law: that it will remain on our Statute
until it has had a fair trial, and up-
hold the majority report on this bhill.
Tt is right; it ig justice; and I believe
it will he & blessing to the peopie of the
State of Maine. (Applause)

The SPEAKIR: The question is on
the motion of the gentleman from Car-
ibou, Mr. Irving, that the majority re-
port e accepted. All theose in favor of
the acceptance of the majority report
wiil rise and stand until counted.

A divigion heing had, 121 voted
the affirmative and 10 in the negative.

Nearly
against

in
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So the motion prevailed, and the ma-
jority report was accepted.

The SPRAKER: The next matter for
consideration is on the report of the
committee of mercantile affairs and
insurance on bill, An Act additional to
Sections 96, 97 and 98 of Chapter 49 of
the Reviged Statutes, relating to the
qualification of insurance agents and
brekers, the report being ‘“‘ought to
pass.” The pending question is the
third reading of the bill.

Mr. Fluramer of Lisbon moved that
the bill be indefinitely postponed.

Mr. HIGGINS of Brewer: Mr. Speak-
er and gentlemen, I desire to say that
this report from the committee -was
unanimous and the insurance depart-
ment wags unanimously in favor of it,
and all the insurance associations are
in favor of it, all insurance agents are
in favor of it, and I trust that the mo-
tion of the gentleman from Lisbon
(Mr. Plummer) will not prevail, and
that the bill will be given its third

reading at the present time and he
passcd tc bhe engrossed.
Mr., PLUMMIER of Lisbon: I call to

of the House that this
bill is Senate No. 240, and there are
one or two things in there that seem
to me really ought to be brought to the
attention of the House. I do not know.
It may be that it is the policy of the
State that every man who wants to do
any kind of busiress must finally come
here to the State House and see wheth-
er he can do it or not, and pay a fee
for so doing. If that is to be the
policy of the State I will suggest that
instead of taking up one thing at a
time like insurance agents, dentists,
doctors, and so on, that we put in a
blanket nill which will require that
everybody should come here before he
can do any kind of business. Now the
situation at the present time, as I
understand it, with regard to insurance
agents receiving a permit to engage in
that line of business is this,—and if
I am not correct the gentleman from
Brewer (Mr. Higgins) will undoubted-
ly cerrect me,—it is the custom of in-
surance companies to select general
agents to act for them in states or
parte of states ‘or divisions. These
general agents select such sub-agents

the attention
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as seem to them proper persons to do
business. These general agents recom-
mend to the company these men as
sub-agents, and thg insurance com-
panies then send to the commissioner
of ingurance in the State House here
for a permit for these men to act, ac-
companied by the sum of two dollars,
I think. Now that would seem to be
sufficient guarantee so far as the in-
surance company is concerned. I judge
that insurance companies are as com-
petent to select their own agents as
the rest of us are, so on their part
there is no need of anything further.
As far as the people are concerned I
do not know but hat we are competent
to decide from what company, or from
what agent, we care to take our insur-
ance. If we are not I suggest that
anybody here who thinks they are not
be put under guardianship. Now, this
bill as I understand it is this: “Be-
fore an agent or broker is licensed as
provided in Sections 96, 97 and 987 ete.
“he shall file with the insurance com-
missioner a statement under oath,
ing his name, residence, present occu-
pation, his occupation for the five
yvears next prcceding the date of such
statement and such other information,
if any, as the insurance commigsioner
may require. After filing the state-
ment herein provided the insurance
commissioner may, if he is satisfied
that the appointee is a suitable per-
son.” Now the word “suitable” is a
word of considerable latitude or very
small latitude, according to who lcoks
at it, and I do not think it is neces-
sary for such power to be given to the
insurance commissioner. I think un-
der the present circumstances the law
is good enough. Now I will venture
that any man in this Legislature, and
that any man in the State of Maine, if
he is approached upon the question as
to whether we now have laws enough
upon the statute book will say yes. He
would say there should be three or
four sessions more of the Legislature
which shall do nothing but reveal laws.
We want to enforce those laws which
seem good to wus, which is all very
proper: but the body as a whole should

giv-

take into consideration who are urging
Now there was no-
body who appeared before this com-

the law, and why.
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mittee except insurance agents. There
was nopody of the common people. I
think the Insurance Commissioner did,
-—I will say that; but there was no-
body of the common people came here

and demanded any such law as this:
and I trust, gentlemen, that the no-
tion to indefinitely postpone will pre-
vail.

Mr. SMITH of Patten: T am some-
what interested in the gentleman’s
from Lisbon phraseology. Now I am
not interested in this bill; but one or
two things within two or three days

have occurred to me, and that is that
the learned gentleman from ILisbon at-
tacks the reports of the judiciary
committee, gentlemen of course whe do
not know any law; he appcars in op-
position to reports of the banking com-
mittce, who know nothing whatever
about banking; he attacks the reports
of agricultural committees who know,
of counrse, nothing about farming; he
attacks {he reports of the insurance
committee who know, of course, noth-
ing about insurance; and I supposc a
little later that lie will attack the re-
ports of the indian committee who rep-
resent the ancestors of the distinguish-
ed gentleman from Presque Isle. Now
this is all very intcresting; but it re-
minds me o fthe story of a disinguish-
ed citizen many vears ago, somewhat
under the influence of “fire-water” who
wandered into a praver meeting. It
seems that the parson was having a
good, old-fashioned revival, and this
distinguished gentleman finding things
were being discussed fell into a sicep.

Finally the parson called upon those
who wanted to be saved to rise. They
all got up. He then called upon all
those who did not want to be saved
to rise. Just then somebody noked my
intoxicated friends and he looked
arourd and saw that some voting was
going on, and he rose, noticed the par-

son in the pulpit and himself on the
floor, and looked over the throng and
said, “Parson, I don’'t know exactly

what proposition we are voting upon,
but you and I seem to be in an al-
mighty minority.” (Applause.)

Mr. HIGGINS of Brewer: At the
hearing on this bill before the com-
mittee, if my memory serves me cor-
rectly, the gentleman from l.isbon was
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and there were many of the
so-called common people. No objection
was made at that time. It hardly
seems necessary to defend this action
of the committee at this time. It
seems to me that if the gentlemen in-
terested in the bill, and the department,
and the insurance men desire it, that
it should not be a question to come
before the Hougse at all.

T trust that the motion of the gen-
tleman from Lisbon will not prevail.

Mr. O’CONNELL of Milford: T will
say just a word regarding this bill,
and it is this: That being an insurance
man mysgelf T realize that this will give
the public the same safety a physi-
cian’s certificate will give them when
e has Dbeen before a board of exam-
iners. I think this will come back fto
the people in this light—that when he
has been before the insurance depart-
ment, and ho has passed the examina-
tion required, that they at that time
will have confidence in the man which
neriaps would not exist if he had not
been before this board.

1 shall hope, gentlemen, that the re-
port of this committee will prevail
here, today.

The SPEAKER: The question before
the House is on the motion of the gen-
tieman frem Lisbon, Mr. Plumrer,
that the bill be indefinitely postponed.
Ali those in favor of the motion will
say yes; those opposed will say no.

A viva voce vote being taken,

The motion was lost.

On motion by Mr. Higgins of Brew-
¢r, the bill then received its third read-
ing and was passed to be engrossed.

present,

The SPEAKER: The next matter for
consideration on the calendar is re-
solve authorizing the highway com.
missioner to construect a suitable office
or shelter for the immigrant inspector
at Van RBuren, and appropriating mon-
ey therefor. The pending question is
the second reading of the resolve.

Mr. Thombs of Lincoln offered House
Amendment A, that the resolve is here-
by amended by striking out the emer-
gency clause attached to said resolve.

The questien being on the adoption
of the amendment, the amendment was
adopted.
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On further motion by Mr. Thombs the
resdlve received its second reading and
was passed to be engrossed as amend-
ed.

The SPEAKER: The next matter for
consideration on the calendar is re-
soive for further improvement of mar-
keling farm products and purchasing
supplies for the farm. The pending
question is the adoption of Houss
Amendment A which has been printed
and is House Document No. 371

The question being on the adoption
of the amendment,

The amendment was adopted.

On motion by Mr. Irving of Caribou,
the resolve then received its second
reading and was passed to be c¢ngross-
ed as amended.

The SPEAKER: The next matter for
congideration is report of the commit-
tee on inland fisheries and game to
which was referred petition of A. J.
McKenney and others, relating to ice
fishing in Cold Stream lake, in the
towns of Lincoln, Enfield and Lowell
The pending question is the acceptarnce
of the report of the committee, report-
ing that the petitioners have leave to
withdraw.

On motion by Mr. Thombs of Lincoln,
the repert of the committee was ac-
cepted.

Tre SPEAKER: The next matter for
consideration is bill, An Act relating
to thie use of automobiles in the town
of Mount Desert, Hancock county,
Maine. The pending question is the
third reading of the bill.

Mryr. McBride of Mount Desert offer-
ed House .A\mendment A, to amend Sec-
tion 2 of said bhill by inserting after
the words ‘“no automobiles allowed on
this road,” in the 20th line of said szc-
tion, the following words, ‘“‘the term
automobiles as used in this section ap-
plies to all motor vehicles propelled by
power. The town of Mount Desert may
vole at said meeting what punishment
shall be inflicted for violation of said
by-laws, for the first offense not over
$25, and cost of prosecution, and for the
secund offense not over $25 and 30 days’
imprisonment, or both, and cost of
prcsecution.”’
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Thie question being on the adoption
of the amendment,

The amendment was adopted.

On miotion by Mr. McBride the bill
then received its third reading and was
passed to be engrossed as amended.

The SPEAKER: The next matter for
consideration is bill, An Act to pro-
hibit the use of automobiles on the
public reads in the town of Islesboro.
The pending question is the third read-
ing of the bill.

On motion by Mr., Twombley of En-
field, the Lill received its third reading
and was passed to be engrossed.

The SPEAKXKER: The next matter for
consideration is the majority and mi-
nority reports of the committee on le-
gal affairs to which was referred ‘“re-
solve reiating to changing date of
State election from September to No-
vember,” majority reporting ‘“ought
not tu pass,” minority reporting “ought

to pass.”
Mr. NEWBERT of Augusta: Mr,
Speaker, several persons have been to

me this morning, as I tabled this matter
for the gentleman from Westbrook, Mr.
Scates, and assigned it, and have asked
that it be reassigned for next Wednesday,
at which time the gentleman from West-
brook will be here. I am perfectly willing
to do anything that the House wishes
done in regard to the matter. I under-
stand that the gentleman from West-
brook, Mr. Scates, is ill at home, and if
it is agreeable to the House I would
move that the matter be reassigned for
‘Wednesday of next week and be disposed
of at that time.
The motion was agreed to.

The SPEAKER: The next matter for
consideration is the majority and minori-
ty reports from the committee on inland
fisheries and game, to which was referred
“Bill, An Act to provide for a close time

on bull moose,” majority reporting
“ought to pass,”” minority reporting
“ought to pass” in new draft “An Act

relating to the protection of moose.”
Mr. MOOERS of Aghland: Mr. Speak-
er, T move that the minority report be
substituted for the majority report, and
in making this motion I wish to take a
few minutes of your time in the discus-
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sion of this matter and briefly state my
position. You will notice by turning to
the bill in its new draft that instead of
a blanket close time for the whole State
of four years we have asked for the
shortening of the season two weeks, giv-
ing us an open time from Nov. 1st to
Dec. 1st of each year as against the open
season as it now stands from Oct. 15 to
Dec. 1st, thereby limiting the open sea-
son to 30 days and raising the non-resi-
dent license from $15 to $25 for those who
wish to hunt moose in our State. Now,
gentlemen, I will state that my stand in
the matter comes from observation made
during the past 15 years—what T have
hunted in the Maine woods. The name
moose, which, as you are are well aware,
is an Indian name meaning wood eater
or browser, and is more appropriate as
the animal is a creature of the silent
places. Their feed consists of hard wood
shoots and bark and in summer are
found feeding on water feed such as lily
pads and roots. As their feed differs so
materially from that of the deer, you can
readily see the amount of territory re-
quired for their feeding ground. When
they yard in the deep snow of winter
their range is great extensive paths from
the main moose yards, extending some-
times more than a mile on the side of
the ridges in each direction. Now we
do not claim to have as many moose in
our section as we have had in the past.
We claim they have not been shot off
and that for the reason of lack of fced
end that alone, large numbers have
gone from the northern section into the
southeastern part of the State, whers
but a few years ago they were seldom
found. But we do claim this, gentlemen,
that we have at the present time all
that we can take eare of owing to feed
conditions in our section. I can show
yvou lakes and ponds in Aroostook coun-
ty that but a few years ago it was with
difficulty that you could put your canos
through the growth of lily pads that
are now stripped of the water feed for
moose. To show you, gentlemen, that
we still have moose in our section I wish
to bring to your attention the statement

of the warden accompanied the
chairman of the fish and game commis-
sion on a trip of less than five miles on
the B. & A. R. R. cut-off starting from
Squa Pan junction they saw in the snow

who
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tracks of more than a dozen moose going
across the right of way and all traveling
in one direction. I wish to state right
here that I have letters from all the
prominent camp owners in our section
and they without exception are in favor
of the bill in the new draft.

I now wish to read some of the letters
which I have received. Here is one from
Mr. William Atkins, and it says:

Oxpnow, February 3, 1913.
“George H. Mooers, Hsq.,

Dear Sir—Yours of January 10 re-
ceived an early return home and in

regard to moose, Mr. Mooers, I will
tell you as I see it. We cannot have
moose for some years in the back

woods., There is not any feed for
moose. It is impossible for moose to
begin to come until the feed gets a
good start, which will take some years.
Moose is much scarcer this year than
what they was last, so I don’t think
closed season would be any benefit.
Yours very truly,
WM. ATKINS.”

I have also received the following
letter from Mr. W. T. Libby, who
owns 35 camps and who will be put
out of business if this law is passed.
He says:

“Oxbow, February 19, 1913.
Mr. George Mooers,

Dear Sir—In reply to your letter of
earlier date in regard to close time
on moose, will say that I am not in
favor of close time as we have a fair
amount of moose in our vicinity and
have several parties making their
plans on vigiting us another season to
hunt them. T think a close time on
them for four years would be a great
mistake.

Very truly yours,
WwW. T. LIBBY.”

Also, I have a letter from the ad-
jutant general of the state of Tenne-
see, with whom I have Dbeen going
inte the woods for the past 12 years,
saying what about moose hunting in
Maine, this year. If we cannot hunt
moose then I want yvou to go to New
Brunswick with me Doesn’t this
show you gentlemen, what will hap-
pen if we prohibit the hunting of
moose here in Maine? Now this is
not a case of the extermination of
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moose, but let us look at the figures
given the game commissioner by the
express companies for 1912 and com-

pare with preceeding years. In 190%
they reported 151; in 1909, 185; 1910
225; 1911, 253; and 1912, 235. I sub-

mit, gentlemen, is not the year 1912
a good average year in the past five?
In 1912, 167 came from the M. C. R.
R., against 51 of the B. & A. and
is not this proof of our contention
that they have moved from our feed-
ing ground to the southeast part of
the State. In former years, the B. &
A. shipped the larger number and the
M. C. the smaller.

Now let us look at the question from
the point of a valuable asset to the
State. In 1912, there were 2425 non-
resident hunters’ licenses issued iIn
the State and I think it fair to as-
sume of the number one-half go into
our woods with the hope of bringing
out a moose and if they are not suc-
cessful, estimating that this number
at 1200 in round figures, and that
each party leaves on an average in
our State $150 for railroad, for hotel
bills, license, guides, etc., it means
$180,000 and I think the estimate i3
low for I want to be fair on this mat-
ter, gentlemen. Is not this an asset
to our State. Thus we should hesi-
tate to take away without careful
consideration and this amount does
not include loss to camp owners of
property, which would be absurdly
mistaken if the close time goes intn
effect, because the larger part of
camps in the back woods are for
moose hunting only and would never
be used for hunting of deer. Now,
gentlemen, it is for you to decide,
shall we cut off the valuable asset
of the Stare and say to our citizens,
you cannot receive this benefit, this
valuable asset, which is yours by
right or shall we pass the bill in the
new draft and allow a thirty-day open
season? Mr. Speaker, I hope the mi-
nority report will prevail. Gentle-
men, we have came here with this
guestion for you to decide fairly and
unparually and are glad to do so, fer
we feel confident you will decide this
matters strictly on its merits. (Ap-
plause.)
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Mr. TRIMBLE of Calais: In behalf
of the northern and eastzrn sections
of our State I desire to oppose this
proposition providing for a close time
of four years on moose. I realize that
the Maine Fish & Game Association,
the William Tell Club, and many of
the very best and most interested
sportsmen in our State favor this
matter; but with us, in our section,
it is a business proposition. Many
guides are dependent on this for their
livelihood; and in our section there
are thousands of dollarg invested ia
moose camps which would be useless
should this law receive a passage. At
the hearing before the Committee on
Inland Fish and Game, which lasted
about eight hours, it was demonstrat-
ed without any question that moose
are plentiful in our section. As a mat-
ter of fact, in the northern and east-
ern parts of Washington county they
are more plentiful than they ever
were. It was also demonstrated at
that hearing that moose are scarce
in the central and western sections of
the State; but when they were plen-
tiful there and scarce with us we did
not ask for a close time. Now that
they are with us I think we ought to
be allowed to derive the benefit from
them. It is our contention that they
v7ill stay with us, or not stay, whether
they are hunted or not, because dur-
ing the past few years the usual num-
ber have been killed each year, and
still the number does not decrease.
Should this measure pass New Bruns-
wick would really derive the benefit,
and I hope that the minority report,
which provides an open time of thirty
days, will be accepted in justice to the

people of our vart of the State. (Ap-
plause.)
Mr. MATHIESON of Rangeley: Mr.

Speaker, I do not wish to take up
much of the time of the House upon
this question. T will admit that T in-
troduced the measure, but it was not
with any intention of working any
hardship upon any particular section
of this State. I have received word
from Aroostook county that there
ought to be a close time on moose, so
not all of the people in that section
are opposed to a close time. It was
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brought out before your committee
that not all of the people in Washing-
ton county were opposed to the close
time, and I trust that the members of
this House will give this question cau-
did consideration.

It is true, that there are not a
great quantity of moose in the State
of Maine, but there are some along
our eastern border and along the
northeastern border of our State, and
I want to tell you, gentlemen, that I
have hunted myself a number of years
and 1 have hunted in these sections
that I have mentioned, and if those
moose along the borders were let alone
they would work further inland into
our State, and we would have moose
all over the State.

I would like to read a letter which I
have received from a guide in Aroostook
county. 'This letter is written March 3d,
1913, from Masardis, Maine. In this let-
ter this gentleman says: ‘I think we
should have had a close time two years
ago”—and just let me stop there for a
moment. Two years ago certain guides
and camp owners came down from Aroos-
took county and opposed this measure
that was asked for two years ago. I
happened to be here on other matters at
that time, and they came to me and they
said: ‘“You have hunted a number of
years in our section and you know some-

thing about the conditions that exist
there.”” I said I certainly did, and 1
talked the matter over with them can-

didly and I told them that we were now
killing the moose that we ought not to
kill. The law allows the killing of small
moose with two tines on a side, and the
heads are absolutely useless, but they
will kill them as long as the law will al-
low them to be killed. And so I said to
the boys: “Why don’t you come down,
or why didn’t you come down years ago
and ask that the number be at least four
or five on a side?* That would have
been a great protection. I said to them:
“Why don’t you do it now?”’ and they
said they would. They hadr’t done it,
and they knew then that I didn’t agree
with them and wished for a close time
two years ago, but they said: ‘‘Here we
have a number of camps and one thing
and another up there and we would like
to have a year or so to prepare for this
thing.” So I sgaid: ““All right, T don’t be-
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lieve in working a hardship upon any-
one,” and therefore I said I would do
what I could to help them. Now there
hasn’t been any preparation made for it,
and the same matter is coming up this
yvear, and I pitched in and helped the
boys at that time to wait until we could
have a little more time.

In this letter to which I uave referreq,
this man says: ¢I think we should have
had it two years ago, as at that time
we had quite a few cows, calves and
small bulls, but they seem to have leit
now altogether and are very scarce all
through Aroostook county. Some of the
camp owners claim there are as many
moosec now as ever, but all you have to
do is to look up the B. & A. shipping rec-
ords. Years back there were good
amounts of shipments from most all of
the stations for moose. There were 6U
moose shipped from Masardis station for
three years running, and for the last five
vears I have had to take my sportsmen
to New Brunswick after moose as I knew
no place in this county where I could go
and get a decent head. I saw 38 bulls
in my fall hunt, so you can see therc are
a lot of moose in that country. Camp
owners here are making a very great
mistake to advertise moose hunting, as
there are hundreds of sportsmen who
come into this country moose hunting,
and as they travel around two or three
weeks in the woods they want a moose
very bad and they work very hard. It
they see one at all it will be a small one
with horns just about clearing the
law. I have a few moose heads which
were killed in different sections of
Maine for mounting, and they are the
most inferior lot of moose heads T ever
saw. When T hunted moose here in
Maine we never thought of killing any
such stuff. I feel that a close time on
moose is for the benefit of the whole
State. Of course it will cut us taxi-
dermists out of a few of these little
scrawny heads, but we would gain a

benefit in years to come. Some say
our feed is entirely eaten up. I have
travelled over a good deal of this

country, during the spring and summer
season, and I acknowluedge that there
are some places where the fced is com-
pletely destroyed, and deer are plenty
enough in those sections to clean the
young sprouts up as fast as they come
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up. Yet there is a lot of the country
where there is plenty of feed for moose
and deer. What we need to increase
our moose in this country is a close
season and plenty of protection both
in summer and winter. I think what
we should have here in Aroostook
county is a chief warden or one of
the commissioners to look after the
the other wardens and see that they
are in their right sections. If we don’t
have good protection Lere a close sea-
son won’t amount to anything. As the
moose are killed in summer and win-
ter here to a certain extent, I don’t
complain on any one, but I know there
are many moose killed in close season.
I had a talk with Mr. Jangerson here,
last week. He was in my shop and I had
a long talk with hLim, and he was go-
ing into the woods to look up a Cana-
dian, who was poaching. He told me
that nearly every one he talked with
in Aroostook coulity wanted a close
season except two or three camp own-
ers, and that he would have said a
great deal more about close season on
mose when re was out there but bhe
knew he would be criticised so much
by a few people in this country that
he decided not to say very much about
it, but his whole mind and hody is
for a close season. I talked with quite
a number of sportsmen from New
Brunswick and these men are all
through with Maine for moose hunt-
ing until they are satisfied that we
have increased our moose. You know
as well as I that no camp owner can
advertise moose and have his sports-
men travel in the woods for two cr
three weeks and not see anything
worth shooting and hold his business.

Now, Mr. Speaker, it seems to me
that this is only a question of exter-
mination or preservation. I have ai-
ways noticed that the great writers on
our game animals have always said
that where it has become doubtful
as to what is the proper thing to do,
when it becomes doubtful to always
give the benefit of the doubt to the
animal.

Mr. TAYLOR of Topsfield: Mr. Speak-
er and members of the House of Repre-
sentatives, I would ask your indulgence
while I offer my protest against the pas
sage, at this session of the Legislature,
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of any bill fixing a close time on bull
moose for four years in the State of
Maine., In protesting the passage of a
bill of this kind, I do it for the welfare,
for the freedom and for the subsistence
of a large class of the common people
of our State. There are many serious
objections coming from the people of
Eastern Maine, irrespective of any polit-
ical party, against placing a close time
on bull moose for a period of four years.
If yoa will bear with me for a short
time I will give you a few figures re-
garding our great resources and, to my
mind, we should be permitted to expand
and stimulate our desire for greater de-
velopment.

Square
miles

The area of Aroostook county is
Hancock county ....................
Washington county ....................
The towns in Penobscol county bor-
dering on one or more of the coun-
ties

Making a total area of

The area of the whole State
Maine IS ..viiiiiiiiiiiiiii i
New Iampshire
Vermont ...l
Massachusetts
Rhode Tsland
Connecticut

Now here in the four counties of East-
ern Maine that would be most seriously
affected by this bill we have an area
much larger than any other New Ing-
land state; where, by the uncontradicted
testimony given before the committee on

inland fisheries and game, there are
many more moose than ever before;
when they are more plenty than deer,

and where they are to be found in abun-
dance. These counties represent an area
of more than one-third of all Majne—an
area twice as large as Connecticut and
Rhode Island combined; more than a
third larger than Massachusetts; an area
larger than Massachusetts and Rhode
Island with a population of over 200040
or very nearly one-third of the popula-
tion of the whole State of Maine.

Now the proposition is to deprive the
peeple of this vast section of our State
of the privilege of killing or trying to
kill a bull moose during one month in
the year—November. Why! More moose
wiil die of old age during this period of
proposed close time, than would be
killed@ under the law of today. I be-
lieve a law declaring a close time on
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bull moose for four years, would deal
the death knell to the business of
scores and scores of the people of east-
ern and northern Maine and hunters
and guides who, for the past 10 years
have built up a prosperous business,
and in inost cases invested their yearly
savings in lreautifying and better
equipping their camps for the better
enjoyment of the hunters and sports-
men who have been coming to our
State in such large numbers for the
purpose of hunting our large game, the
moose.

I believe we should not discriminate
against this large body of our common
pecple who have become reconcited and
contented with out present game low
on moose. T wish to ask you members
of this House, as honest men, what do
you think will become of this large
number of men, and their famiiies, who
have invested their money in building
up a business as well as making a life
stu@y of the forest and its game?
Is it logical, is it consistent with the
ethics of goed government, that we
should discriminate against a people
who are in pursuit of a business that
will give them their daily bread and

1 do not for a moment believe that
this bill, working against the great in-
terests of our people, as it does, will
be upheld. It is claimed by the orig-
inators of this bill that they are very
anxious to proteet cur moose. The
counties of Aroostook and Washington
extend the entire length of the east-
ern boundary of Maine of over two
hundred miles in length, connecting
with the province of New Drunswick
by established border lines. Is it not
fair to suppose should the proposed
bill become a law for four years, that
wwe will, without any question, be pro-
tecting the pcople and hunters of New
Brunswick who will guard the frontier
the whole length of our eastern bor-
der, and secure a large amount of the
game that should be for our people?
‘While our guides and huntersg stand
idly by, waiting with patience for the
proposed four years of close time to
pass by, that they may stand on the
same footing as their neighbors
across the border in New Brunswick.

Should this bill become a law, I be-
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lieve it will work much hardship and
grave dissention among the people of
Eastern Maine, I believe we are here
to enact laws consistent with the spir-
it of the times—progressive but sane,
wholesome but not arbitrary, for the
common people, as well as for the rich
man.

Maine is the play ground of the na-
tion. We entertain tourists and hunt-
ers, nearly 500,000 every year, who an-
nually expend over $25,000,000. Our
State valuation has been increased by
the cottage and camp builders to a
very large proportion. The great prog-
ress that we have made clearly illus-
trates our possibilities. We have 1568
lakes; we have 14 river systems; our
lakes and rivers receive the water
from 5151 streams. Upon our sea coast
and shores of our lakes, rivers and
streams, we have accommodation for
a large part of our entire national
population, and our hospitality is so
open and generous that we would like
to have them come and stay with us
at least during vacation season.

In reciting the glories of Maine, we
must not lose sight of the potent fact
that should this bill become a law,
what attractions will we have to of-
fer a great many of the hunters and
sportsmen who come here from all
over our great nation?

Nor have we any assurance that this
great herd of moose that in the last
few years have moved down to the
eastern section of Maine from northern
Penobscot, Piscataqguis and Somerset
counties, will stay there. Close time
on cow and calf moose did not prevent
them from leaving their former haunts
and moving down into this necw terri-
tory. Their next move, when their feed
is exhausted, as it will be by the time
this proposcd close time will have ex-
pired, will be mnobody knows where.
Historical facts show that they change
their feeding grounds as feed becomes
scarce.

I would ask those who are not
rectly interested in this matter, be-
fore voting on this bill, to consider
well the merits of our contention—the
great loss for those who have invested
their mite to perpetuate their business,
bhetter to support their wives and chil-
dren. (Applause.)

di-
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Mr. SARGENT of Portland: I un-
derstand that the moose are shifting
their quarters around from one place
in the State to another, in order to get
feed; and some people where they have
gone think they have all died out. T
think this question has been discussed
enough. Tt is getting late, and parties
here have asked me to get up and maks
a. motion that we have a vote on this
question now. (Applause.) The minor-
ity report I understand, is in favor of
a month’s close time, is it?

The SPEAKER: That is the way the
Chair uvnderstands it.

Mr. SARGENT of Portland: T move
we have a vote on the month’s closed
time. (Applause.)

Mr. AUSTIN of Phillips: I rise to
second the motion of the gentleman
from Portland, (Applause.) and I hop=
the Chair will bear with me for a few
moments while I state my reasons for
seconding the motion of the gentleman
from Portland.

This is a matter which has caused
nore or lesg anxiety, more or less Ia-
bor and perhaps more or less hard
work among the members 01 your com-
mittee and the mempers of your Houge.
In opening what few remarks I shall
make, today, T want in the first place
to pay a iribute to the gentleman from
Ashlang, who has signed the minority
report which we are discussing, today.
There h&as been no man on our commit-
tee whose services have been of mora
value to the State than has the gen-
tleman from Ashland. He is a young
man, whose vears of experience in the
woods have given him a masterly
grasp on all subjects pertaining to our
fish and game; and I want to say
here that no matter what the outcomse
iz of our contest, today, on the floor
of this House, I think, and believe,
that the gentleman from Ashland will
still retain the confidence of the mem-
bers of the committee in this FHouse
whe have seen fit to sign the divided
report against him.

Now to go baclk a little in the his-
tory of this question—I will gay that
two years ago a bill was put in for
the same purpose, to make close time
on bull moose for four years. At that
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time there appeared before your fist
and game commission a large delega-
tion of camp keepers from Aroostok
county and the eastern part of the
State, representing, as I remember it,
a gr=at many thousands of dollars in-
vested in those interests. The opposi-
tion was so strong, and it was so
plainly shown that the whole eastern
part of the State would be so griev-
ously affected by the passage of this
law that your committee in its wis-
dom saw fit to withdraw it from the
T.egislature, and while I did not agree
with the other members of the com-
mitree—did not consider I was the only
member that was right—I did not sign
a minority report; but I wish that this
legislation might have gone through.
Now I want to take this matter up in
a different way than it has been yet
discussed, and from the only true point
o¢ view. I am going to admit, in the
first place, that we have the nucleus
of the largest number of the finest
specimens of the moose family that
perhaps have ever been in the State
of Maine down in the southeastern
corner of our State. That testimony is
such that it cannot be controverted. I
will admit that in the first place. But
my next contention ig this, and my con-
tention is helped out by no less an au-
thority than the supreme court of the
United States—that the game of a
«tate belongs to the people; not to any
single portion thereof; but to the whole
people of the State. Now I submit to
vou that if these moose were present,
teday, in large numbers in Oxford
county, Franklin county, Piscataquis
county, or Penobscot county, whether
they would belong to the inhabitants
of those several counties, or whether
they would belong, and should be used,
for the general good of the State of
the State of Maine? Now we have, as
I look at the matter, three duties at
this time to perform. One is to save
what we must all admit is the most
valuable game animal in our State
from entire extermination. The next is
to preserve lo coming generations a
poriion cof the game of the State of
Maine; and v preserve to the future
sportsmen a little of the rare sport

that we of the present generation are
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permitted to avail ourselves of. Why
hes il become necessary in these times
to draw a smaller line around the lib-
erties of our game committee? I will tell
you why. Where 20, 30 or 50 years ago
there was one man in the wilderness
of this State with a gun, there are ten,
or perhaps 25, today. Anybody who
has gone through our State knows
that. In 1911, 27 States issued almost
one and a half million of hunter’s
licenses. In 21 States not issuing
the number of hunters is cstimated,
and I think truly, at over one million,
making a grand total of 2,600,000 men
and boys traveling in your woods with
guns. Now. gentlemen, can America
withstand thisi drain upon its game
resources? How long can Maine stand
the steadily increasing drain upon its
game resources? PBut, you say, how
many people are coming to Maine?
The records of the Inland Fish and
Game deportment show that the aver-
age year to year number of non-resi-
dent licenses is about 2500. That is,
vou license 2500 non-residents to come
in here and go into our woods hunt-
ing. That, of course, is only a small
portion of the number of men that are
hunting our game in our big woods;
and if this drain continues I am afraid
our only alternative is a long closed
seasor, or the handing down to the
coming gencrations of a State entire-
ly denuded of game.

Now let me go for a moment into
the history of the present whereabouts
of the monse. Moose are found in such
numbers that they are counted in only
five Stales in this TUnion,—in Maine,
Montana, Wyoming, Idaho and Minne-
sota. In only two states in this whole
Tnion can moose be legally hunted at
any time, these States being Maine and
Minnesota; and Minnesota has sct
aside almost a million acres as a per-
petual game reserve for its moose,
where they cannot be legally hunted.
Now my friends from down on the
border sav if you do not allow us to
k11l the moose that are now present
on that border they are going back into
New Brunawick. T.et me present to
yvou as thinking men the fallacy of any
such contention as that. With the

State of Maine closed to moose hunt-
ing are the moose of Maine going into
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the hunted territory of New Bruns-
wick where their hunting season be-
gins September 15 and lasts as long as
ours does, or are they going to drift
to the north and west where, owing to
the great fires of 1908 and 1911, thou-
sands and hundreds of thousands of
acres are Dbearing the hard wood
sprouts which is the natural game
feed, today. You say they are leaving
the country because there is no feed
for them. Great heavens, man, almost
the northern par: of this State has
been burned over twice in the last few
vears, and we are devcloping there the
greatest meose pasture in the world,
today. Are your moose going back in-
to New Brunswick for the sake of com-
mitting deliberate suicide, or are they
coming into other parts of the State
where they will be protected under the
law ?

Now a word in regard to the testi-
money which came before our commit-
tee on this matter. There was one, and
one only, of this immense number of
game keepers with their thousands of
dollars invested in the business, who
came before the committee, He testi-
fied that he did have three camps
which cost him, on the average, $300
apiece, which would be put out of
business temporarily, probably, if this
iaw went into effect, because they are
so far back in the woods it would not
pray to go there for deer hunting.
There can be no law passed for the
general good of the State which will
not work injustice, perhaps, upon in-
dividual members of society; but we
are arguing, today, gentlemen, that the
preservation of our game in the State
of Maine is for the general good of the
people of the whole State, whom no-
body can deny but owns it. Against
the testimony of this one game keeper
comes the written testimony of vyour
commissioners of inland fisheries and
game. Now what is that? 1In the re-
ports sent in to them by their guides
scattered all over the State of Maine,
290 of these guides stated that they be-
lieved there were more moose in Maine,
today, than ever hefore. Owver 600 of
them stated thaf they Thelieved that
moose were much less plentiful than
ever before Now, T submit to you,
gentlemen, the sources of information
of yvour Commissioners of Inland Fish-
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eries and Game are as reliable as the
sources of any one regarding this sub-

jeet. Over against the testimony of
those interested in Kkilling the moose
in Maine in one section we have the

testimony of one of the most capable
wardens in the service of the State,
from Aroostook county, who said that
in his opinion the moose were fast dis-
anpearing from their usual haunts in
Aroostook county. He did not know
exactly whether to lay it to the feed,
or to the fact that the balance
between the sexes had been over-
¢come, or what it was, but there
was gome reason why the moose were
leaving their usual haunts in the north-
ern part of the State. I contend, gentle-
men, that anybody who goes into tue
woods cannot honestly come out and say
that the moose have been starved out of
northern Maine, because the time they
must starve is the time of the deep
snows, and northern Maine is full of
hard wood sprouts which have sprung up
after the fires of the last four years., Now
the condition is just this, to my mind:
We have got an ideal stock of moose.
The camp people from Washington coun-
ty testified before this committee that
many of the moose shot were the large,
black, rangy, spreading-horn moose of
New Brunswick; that for some reason or
other they were drifting over into Maine.
LEverybody admits in their testimony
that, for the fact we have bred all our
moose the past four years from immature
bulls, that this is just what we need, and
now is the psychological moment to start
a nucleus for retilling our forests as far
as possible with moose. Now they talk
about the assets of the moose. Let me
suggest this to your mind: One gentle-
man says what would be the inducement
for a hunter to come here if he cannot
shoot moose? 1 tell you, gentlemen,
men and women come into this State
who are more pleased to see one standing
live moose in the lakes and waters of our
State than they would be to see 1060 dead

ones. Dead moose are not an asset to
our State; it is the live moose. People
are not all hunting with guns today.

Many of our people spending their sum-
mer vacations in our beautiful forests,
and on the borders of our beautiful lakes
and streams, are hunting with cameras.
I do not know how it is in Washingtion
count; but public opinion in the State
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of Maine, and in the whole New England
states, and in America, is rapidly chang-
ing. It is no longer the idea that game
must be killed to be interesting. reople
are coming into this State‘to see it; and
what do they do? They go home and ad-
vertise the number of moose they have
seen in our inland forests, and it gets
other people to come here. It is a great
asset to the State or Maine. Is one old
bull moose hung up by the heels in front
of some camp any asset to the State ot
Maine? A hunter takes a moose home
and divides it up, and ne advertises that
moose to a very small section of killers
of game; but it is not the advertisement,
gentlemen, that the State of ..aine at
present needs to develop her resources.

Perhaps I feel a little different on this
than one not otherwise interested would.
I have participated, gentlemen, in the
slaughter of the buffalo on our Western
plains. In the extermination of tnem in
the years of 1881 and 1882 I saw carcasses
of the most magnificent animal that
America had—the North American bison
—by the hundreds rolled up on their
back, with their four legs sticking up in
the air—the most pitiful sight that tae
American of today could have seen; not
a skin taken from these rotting bodies;
not a hide taken from them. Now they
say you could not have kept the ouffalo;
the advance of civilization would have
driven them out, the same as it is driv-
ing the moose out. In october, 1881, a
passenger train on the Northern Pacific
Railroad was stopped by an Immense
herd of buffalo crossing its track. 1In
two years from that day the buffalo was
oxtinet in the United States, outside of
those in the national preserve in tne Na-
tional park. Now, gentlemen, these bul-
falo did not migrate, as they say the
moose do; they were slaughtered. Theit
pones have whitened for years on the
prairies of our Northwest; and they use
them for section posts denoting tne
poundaries of their land—a buffalo skull
on a stake. That is what became of our
noblest animal.

Now, they say that the caribou have
left our country and that they left in
a space of two years. They did, but
for God’s sake do you want to re-
peat the experiment with your moose?
The law on caribou was not put on
early enough by six years. I know
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that because I, have hunted caribou
myself. The caribou were probahly
starved out of our Maine forests. Per-
haps their feed was decreasing, but
our caribou were not entirely starved.
The caribou is a migratory animal, not
like the moose; they are ranging «ll
the time; you might see them at this
point today and tomorrow they would
be at a point 40 miles to the north-
west. Moose are not in the habit of
ranging from one part of the State to
another.

Let me call your attention to an-
other little matter of game preserva-
tion, and how it worked out. In thoss
days men said it was too late and the
beaver have gone never to come bacl,
and it can’t be helped and what is the
use of making any more laws. In 1893,
20 years ago this winter, a close time
was put on beaver. Young men in
our woods had never been fortunate
enough to see the beaver in his na-
tive haunt. Within ten years or less
from that time our inland lakes of
Maine were inhabited by large col-
onies of beaver, and today they have
become so plentiful that in many
places they are a nuisance. You did
gsave the beaver, and you put on a
law when most of us thought it was
too late, but in 10 years you had them
all back with you.

Now, gentlemen, isn’'t it worth try-
ing on our greatest and noblest game
animal? Our forefathers were per-
haps wiser than we are. revious to
1875, as all men over 40 years of age
know, the whole northwestern part of
this State was covered by a horde of
hunters every March, out on the crust
hunting moose. They went in there
and chased the moose down, knocked
him on the hecad and cut his throat;
and they killed them by hundreds.
‘What happened then? Moose became
scarce in this section, as scarce as
they are today. And the Legislature
in its wisdom in 1875 put a close time

on bull moose for five yvears. What
happened? The best moose hunting
Lthis State ever saw occurred in the

following decade, from 1880 to 1890.
Don’t you think it is worth trying? It
appeals to me that it is something that
is worth trying.
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Now, I have talked longer than I
ought, and longer than I intended to,
and I cannot conclude my remarks
better than by quoting to you the
words of one of our wild life's great
est friends in America. He says it
better than I can, better than the most
of us can, but I submit these words to
you, and ask you if they do not ring
true to you:

“Beyond question, we are extermi-
nating our finest special of mammals,
birds and fishes according to law.

I am appalled by the mass of evi-
dence proving that throughout the en-
tire United States and Canada, in ev-
ery state and province, the existing le-
gal system  for the preservation of
wila life is fatally defective. There is
not a single state in our country from
which the killable game is not being
rapidly and persistently shot to death,
legally or illegally, very much more
rapidly than it is breeding, with exter-
mination for the most of it close in
sight. This statement is not open to
argument; for millions of men know
that 1t is literally true. We are living
in a fool’'s paradise.

The rage for wild-life glaughter is
ar more prevalent, today, throughout
the world than it was in 1872, when the
buffalo butchers paved the prairies of
Texas and Colorado with festering car-
cagsrs, From one end of our ccntinent
to the other, there is a restless, resist-
less desire to kiil, kill,

T nave been shocked by the accumu-
lation of evidence showing that all over
cur country and Canada fully nine-
tenths of our protective laws have
practically heen dictated by the killers
of the game, and that in all save a very
few instances the hunters have been
exccedingly carcful to provide “open
seasons” for glaughter, as long as any
gme remaing to kill

And yet, the game of North America
does not belong wholly and exclusive-
1¥ tn the men who kill. The other 97
per cent. of the people have vested
rights in it, far exceeding those of th=2
3 per cent. Posterity has eclaims upon
upon il that no honest marn can ig-
nore.

T am nowy going to ask both the true
enerteman and the people who do not
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kill wild things awake, and do their
plain duty in protecting and preserv-
ing the game and other wild life which
belongs partly to us, but chiefly to
those who come after us. Can they be
aroused, before it is too late?

The time to discuss tiresome acade-
mic theories regarding “bag limits”
and Adifferent “open seasons’” as being
sufficient to preserve the game, has
gone by. We have reached the point
where the alternatives are long closed
seasons or a gameless continent; and
we must choose one or the other,
specdily. A continent without wild life
is like a forest with no leaves on the
trees.

T have been a sportsman myself; but
times have changed, and we mus
ckange also. When game was plentiful,
T heclieved that it was right for men
and boys to kill a limited amount of it
for sport and for the table. But the old
basis has been swept away by an army
of destruction that now is alimost be-
vond all control. We must awake, and
arouse to the new situations, face it
like men, and adjust our minds to the
new conditions. The thiree million gun-
nerg of today must no longer expect
or demand the same generous hunting
priviieges that “were right for hunters
50 years ago, when gams was 50 times
as plentiful as it is now and there was
only one killer for every 50 now in the
field.

The flatalistic idea that bag-limit
laws can save the game is today the
curse of all cur game birds, mammals
and fishes. It is a fraud, a delusion
and a snare. That miserable fetich has
been worshiped much too long. Cur
game is being exterminated, every-
where, by blind insistence upon ‘“open
seasons,” and solemn reliance upon
“legal bag-limits.” If a majority of the
people of America feel that so long
as there is any ganie alive there must
he an annual two-months or four-
months open season for its slaughter,
then assuredly we soon will have a
gameless continent.”

I will close by asking all of vyou
gentlemen from the various sections
of the State to think well before you
cast your vote upon this matter. Vote
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so that you can go back and look your
constituents in the dye and say, “IT
believe I did right; I did not do it
for a friend, to have something done
for me, but I did it because I believed
that you people at home who sent me
here wanted me to do it, and because
it was for your best interests so to
do.” I thank you, gentlemen. (Ap-
plause.)

' The SPEAKER: The question be-
fore the House now is on the motion
of the gmentleman from Ashland, Mry.
Mooers, that *he minority report be
substituted for the majority report.

Mr. MOOERS: Mr. Speaker, I hope
the House will bear with me in my
request for the yeas and nays. While
I know the hour is late, I would lik=2
to have the vote on this question by
the yeas and nays.

Mr. AUSTIN: Mr. Speaker, I sec-
ond the motion,

The SPEAKER: All those in favor
of demanding the yeas and nays will
rise in their places.

A sufficient number having arisen,

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER: The question is on
the motion of the gentleman from
Ashland, Mr. Mooers, that the minor-
ity report be substituted for the ma-
jority, the minority report reporting
bill in new draft, establishing an open
time of one month; the majority re-
port being in favor of the original bill
establishing a close time for fous
yvears. Those favoring the motion and
voting ves will vote for the establish-
ment of an open time on bull moose
for one month only; those voting
no, vote against that proposition and
will be confronted later if the motion
fails by a proposition establishing a
close time for four years, as the Chair
understands it. The clerk will call the

roll.
YEA:—Allen, Benn, Bither, Boland,
Boman, Bowler, Bragdon of Sullivan,

Bragdon of York, Brown, Bucklin, Chad-
bourne, Chick, Churchill, Connors, Cook,
Crowell, Cyr, Davis, Descoteaux, Doher-
ty, Dresser, Dunbar, Durgin, Eaton, El-
dridge, Emerson, Estes, Farnham, Fol-
som, Franck, Gallagher, Gardner, Good-
win, Haines, Harman, Haskell, Higgins,
Hogan, Hutching, Irving, Jenkins, Jen-
nings, Johnson, Kelleher of Portland,
Kelleher of Waterville, Lawry, Leader,
Leary, LeBel, Leveille, Libby, Mason,
Maxwell, Maybury, McFadden, Merrill,
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Mildon, Mitchell of XKittery, Mitchell ot
Newport, Mooers, Mornean, Newbert,
O’Connell, Packard, I’eacock, Peaks,

Pendleton, Peterson, Pitcher, Price, Put-
nam, Quinn, Ricker, Roberts, Robinson,
Rolfe, Rousseau, Sargent, Sherman,
Skillin, Smith of Patten, Smith of Presque
Isle, Snow, Spencer, Sprague, Stanley,
Stetson, Stevens, Sturgis, Swift, Taylor,
Thombs, Thompson, Trimble, Tryon,
Twombly, Umphrey, Violette, Washburn,
‘Winchenbaugh—100.

NAY.—Austin, Bass, Benton, Butler,
Clark of T’ortland, Clark of New Port-
land, Cochran, Dunton, Eastman, Gordon,
Greenleaf of Auburn, Greenleaf of Otis-
field, Harper, ITarriman, ITodsdon, Jones,
Kimball, Marston, Mathieson, wmecbride,
Metecalf, Morrison, Morse, Nute, Plum-
mer, Reynolds, Itichardson, Sanborn,
Sanderson, Skelton, Smith of Auburn,
Smith of Pittsficld, Stuart, Swett, .obey,
Watcrhouse, Wise—27.

ABSEN'T:—Brennan, Currier, Donovan,

Elliott, Ifarrar, Gamache, Hancock, Ke-
hoe, Morgan, Ramsay, Scates, Wheeler,

Yeaton—I13.

The SIPEAKER: One hundred having
voted in the affirmative and 37 in the neg-
ative, the motion prevails, and the mi-
nority report reporting bill in new draft
is adopted.

Mr. Austin of Phillips moved that the
bill now receive its first reading.

The motion was agreed to and the bill
received its first and second readings and
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was assigned for tomorrow morning for
its third reading.

Mr. SANBORN of South Portland: Mr.
Speaker, I have had handed to me a bill
entitled “An Act relating to tne powers
of the board of prison and jail inspec-
tors.” I will state that this was prepar-
ed several days ago at the request of the
Governor and was handed to a senator to
be introduced in the Senate. It was un-
fortunately mislaid and search was maude
for it this morning and it was found
after the adjournment of the Senate; and
in order that its progress might be expe-
dited it was handed to me with the re-
quest that I ask that it be introduced
this morning out of order, and I so ask.

The rules were suspended and bill, An
Act in relation to prison inspectors, was
received, and on further motion by Mr.
Sanborn the bill was referred to the com-
mittee on judiciary.

On motion by Mr. Bowler of Bethel, all
matters remaining on the calendar as-
signed for today were specially assigned
for consideration tomorrow morning,

On motion by Mr. Bowler of Bethel,

Adjourned.





