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HOUSE.

Wednesday, March 5, 1913.
The House met according to ad-
journment and was called to order by
the Speaker.

Prayer by the Rev, Mr. Clark of
Gardiner.

Journal of previous session read and
approved.

Papers from the Senate disposed of
in concurrence.

From the Senate: An Act to incor-
porate the Sandy Stream Log Driving
Company.

This bill came from the Senate in
that branch recommitted to the com-
mittee on interior waters.

On motion by Mr. Marston of Skow-
hegan, the House voted to concur with
the Senate in its recommittal of the
bill to the committee on
waters.

Senate Bills on First Reading.

An Act to amend chapter six of the
Revised Statutes, relating to regula-
tion and conduct of elections. (The
report of the committee on judiciary
was accepted in concurrence, and on
motion by Mr. Smith of Presque Isle
the bill was tabled pending its first
reading and specially assigned for con-
sideration on Tuesday of next week.)

An Act to extend the charter of the
Mutual Fire Insurance Company of
Saco.

An Act to incorporate the Kingfieia
Chamber of Commerce.

An Act to amend section 63 of chap-
ter 15 of the Revised Statutes, as
amended by chapter 73 of the Public
Laws of 1909 and as further amended
by chapters 62 and 116 of the Public
Laws of 1909 relating to payment of
tuition in secondary schools.

An Act to incorporate the State of
Maine Fire Insurance Company.

Resolve in favor of the Farmington
State Normal School for furnishings
and eguipment for a dormitory.

The following bills, petitions, etc,
were presented and referred:
Judiciary.
By Mr. Bragdon of York: Re-

monstrance of Frank D. Weeks and 24

interior
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others remonstrating against the pas-
sage of House Rill No. 131, relating to
Ogunquit Village Corporation; also re-~
monstrance of W. J. Storer and 11 oth-
ers against same; also remonstrance

of Edmund Garland and nine others
against same; also remonstrance of
Roy 8. Moulton and seven others

against same; also remonstrance of
Walter D. Davis and 26 others against
same; also remonstrance of Freeman
E. Rankin and 22 others against same;
also remonstrance of Clarence A, Hil-
ton and 29 others against same,

Legal Affairs.

By Mr. Rousseau of Brunswick: An
Act relative to probate bonds.

By Mr. Gallagher of Bangor: An
Act regulating the licensing of minors,
by school committees, to engage in
certain occupations in cities.

Education.

By Mr. Jones of China: Remon-
strance of P. W. Dodge and 21 others
of China against any change of meth-
od of apportionment of State common
school funds as recommended by a
legislative committee to inguire Tnto
the same; also remonstrance of W. W.
Washburn and 19 others of China
against same; also remonstrance of
Irving W. Reed and seven others of
China against same; also remon-
strance of C. N. Webber and 13 others
of China against same; also re-
monstrance of O, F. Sproul and 20
others of China against same.

Ways and Bridges.

By Mr. Jones of* China: Remon-
strance of F. A. Doe and 40 others of
China against the passage of bill re-
quiring certain vehicles to carry lights
at night on public highways.

Inland Fisheries and Game.

By Mr. Harriman of Cherryfield:
Petition of Percy Wakefield and seven
others of Cherryfield, and F. J. Long-~
fellow and 19 others of Beddington
asking that a law be enacted prohib-
iting the digging out of fox dens and
capturing their young.

Sea and Shore Fisheries.

By Mr. Trimble of Calais: Remon-
strance of F. H. Carlow and 39 oth-
ers of Calais against proposed change
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in sardine laws; also remonstrance of
George R. Gardiner and 68 others of
Calais against same; also remon-
strance of V. M. Wentworth and 12
others of Calais against same; also
remonstrance of William E. Mann
and 80 others of Calais against same.

By Mr. Washburn of Perry: Petition
of Howard W. Allen and 72 others of
Robbinston and Perry asking for pas-
sage of bill entitled “An Act for the
better protection of herring and her-
ring fisheries in the waters of St.
Croix River and Passamaquoddy Bay,
in the County of Washington; also pe-
tition of James Rossg and 65 others for
same.

By same gentleman: Remonstrance
of T. Robinson and 11 others against
any change in the present close time
on packing of sardines; also renion-
strance of E. E. Hobart and 28 others
against same; also remonstrance of
C. A, Pottle and five others against
same; also remonstrance of C. N. Fer-
guson and 23 others against same;
also remonstrance of E. C. Brown and
27 others against same; also remon-
strance of L. E, Holmes and 33 oth-
ers against sanie; also remonstrance
of S. E. Cox and 39 others against
same,

Taxation.

By Mr. Sargent of Portland: An Act
to amend sub-section two of section
six of chapter nine of the Revised
Statutes, relating to exemption of
property from taxation. (Tabled for
printing pending reference to the com-
mittee on motion by Mr. Sargent.)

By same gentleman: An Act to
raise revenue for the support of the
State government by the levy and col-
lection of a tax on incomes. (Tabled
for printing pending reference to the
committee on motion by Mr. Sargent.)

Reports of Committees.

Mr. Wheeler from the committee on
legal affairs, reported “ought to pass”
on bill, An Act to amend section one
of chapter 313 of the Private and Spe-
cial Laws of 1864 entitled “An Act to
incorporate the Baskahegan Dam
Company,”  as amended by chapter
272 of the Private and Special Laws
of 1903, and by chapter 147 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1911.
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Mr. Irving from the committee on
taxation, reported in a new draft and
“ought to pass” bill, An Act to amend
section two of chapter 74 of the Pub-
lic Laws of 1909, relative to assessment
of taxes for street sprinkling.

Mr. Ricker from the committee on
education, reported in a new draft
and “ought to pass” resolve in favor
of Washington State Normal School
at Machias for equipment, repairs and
permanent improvements.

Mr. Connors from the committee on
legal affairs, reported “‘ought to pass”
on bill, An Act relating to the Jervis
Manufacturing Company.

The reports were accepted and the
several bills and resolves tabled for
printing under the joint rules.

Mr. Peacock from the committee on
legal affairs, reported ‘‘ought to pass’’
on bill, An Act to extend the jurisdic-
tion of the Kennebec County Agricul-
tural Society. (Tabled pending accep-
tance of the report of the committee
on motion by Mr. Peacock.)

Mr. Coanors from the committee on
legal affairs, reported *“ought to pass”
on bill, An Act to incorporate the
Kennebec Realty Company.

The report was accepted, and this
hill having been already printed re-
ceived its first and second readings
and was assigned for to-morrow
morning for its third reading.
First Reading of Printed Bills

Resolves.

An Act relating to the inspection of
lime casks.

An Act to amend chapter 613 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1893 en-
titled “An Act to establish the West-
ern Hancock Municipal Court.”

An Act to incorporate the Pleasant
Hiill Cemetery Association in the town .
of Webster.

An Act to amend chapter 30 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1911, au-
thorizing the Wiscasset, Waterville &
Farmington Railway Company to dis-
pose of part of the property of said
Company. .

An Act to authorize the city council
of the city of Belfast to grant permis-
sion to Matthews Brothers to con-
struct and maintain a suspension

and
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bridge over and across Front street in
said Belfast.

An Act providing a punishment for
certain indecent and- immoral of-
fences.

An Act to amend section 13 of chap-
ter four of the Revised Statutes, as
amended by chapter 200 of the Public
Laws of 1909.

An Act to amend section 38 of chap-
ter 47 of the Revised Statutes, rela-
tive to giving notice of the time and
place of sale of shares of stock in cor-
porations to pay assessments.

An Act to amend the charter of the
Camden-Rockland Water Company.
(Tabled pending its second reading on
motion by Mr. Elliott of Thomaston.)

An Act to incorporate the Madison
Water District.

An Act to organize the Ashland
Water Company.
An Act to incorporate the -"Lincoln

Light & Power Company.

An Act to amend chapter 154 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1895, as
amended by chapter 156 of the Private
and Special Laws of 1911, relating to
the charter of the Wiscasset Walter
Companjy'.

An Act to authorize FFrank W. Hunt
& Company to erect and maintain a
bridge across the Mattawamkeagz
river.

An Act to repeal chapter 503 of the
Private and Speciial Laws of 1828, as
amended by chapter 508 of the Private
and Special Laws of 1874, and by
chapter 254 of the Private and Special
Laws of 1876, relating to the taking of
fish in Narraguagus river.

An Act to permit the shipment once
in ten days under special license tag
of 10 pounds of fish caught in Moose-
head lake.

An Act to regulate fishing in Range-
ley, Cupsuptic and Mooselucmeguntic
Lakes. (Tabled pending its second
reading and specially assigned for to-
morrow morning on motion by Mr.
Austin of Phillips.)

An Act for the better protection of
shell fish within the town of Kenne-
bunkport in the county of York.

An Act to incorporate Connor Plan-

tation.
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An Act to disorganize Plantation
No. 8 in the county of Hancock.

Resolve in aid of navigation on
Rangeley, Mooselucmeguntic and Cup-
suptic Lakes.

Resolve in favor of a highway
bridge in the Plantation of New Can-
ada.

Resolve in favor of highway in the
town of Ripley.

Resolve in favor of aid in building
bridge across Moose river near its
mouth.

Resolve in favor of main highway
leading from the town of Franklin,
Hancock county, to the town of
Cherryfield in Washington county.

Resolve in favor of aid in bulding
bridge across Passadumkeag Stream,
Grand TFalls Plantation.

Resolve in favor of aid in repairing
highway in the town of Cutler.

Resolve in aid of building bridge
across Sandy Stream in the Planta-
tion of Lexington.

Resolve in favor of bridge
Umeculcus Stream in Oxbow
tion, Aroostook county.

Resolve in favor of John R. Dins-
more of Kittery.

Resolve in favor of James R. Hen-
ton of Milford.

Passed to Be Engrossed.

An Act to amend Section 17 of
Chapter 65 of the Revised Statutes,
relating to the administering of the
oaths required by the courts of pro-
bate.

An Act to incorporate the Capitol
Island Village Corporation.

An Act to extend the charter of the
Matagamon Towboat Company.

An Act to repeal Section 1 of Chap-
ter 158, of the Public Laws of 1911, re-
lating to annual examinations of Sav-
ings Banks and Trust Companies.

An Act to punish the making or use
of false statements to obtain prop-
erty or credit. (Tabled pending its
third reading on motion by Mr.
Plummer of Lisbon.) ’

An Act to extend and amend the
charter of Eastern Maine Railroad.

An Act to repeal Chapter 199 of the
Public Laws of 1911, entitled “An Act
to provide for the nomination of party
primary.”

across
Planta-
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An  Act authorizing the Atlantic
Shore Railway to increase its capital
stock. (Tabled pending its third read-
ing on motion by Mr. Mitchell of Kit-
tery.)

An Act to amend Chapter 504 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1889, in-
corporating the Otter Creek Bridge
Company.

An Act to amend the act which
constitutes the police court for the
City of Rockland.

An Act to amend the charter of the
Rumford Falls Light & Water Co.

An Act to incorporate the Harvey
Memorial Crittenton Home.

Reselve relating to the publication
of ‘“The Beginnings of Colonial
Maine.”

Resolve in favor of Charles Fogg of
Norway.

Resolve in favor of Betsy A. Dyer
for State pension.

Passed to Be Enacted.
An Act to revive and extend the

powers of the Litchfield Electrical
Company.
An Act to incorporate the Mount

Vernon Water & Electric Company.

An Act to authorize the Kingman
Lumber Company to build and main-
tain piers and booms in Mattawam-
keag and Molunkus Rivers.

An Act to repeal the laws providing
for a bounty on bcars.

An Act to repeal Chapter 337 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1825 en-
titled “An
of fish in Piscataqua river.

An Act to change the name of Hay-
den Lalke, so-called, to Wesserrunsett
Lake.

Finally Passed.

Resolve in aid of repairing high-
way in the town of Benton.

Resolve providing a State pension
for Callie Maines.

Resolve providing a State pension
for James Lombard.

Resolve providing a State pension
for Vinnie E. Saunders.

Resolve providing a State pension

for Samuel J. Tarr.

Resolve providing a State pension
for Henrietta 8. Hodgdon.

Resolve for the permanent improve-
ment and repair of the New Kendus-
keag Rcecad in the town of Glenburn.

Act for the preservation-
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Resolve for aid in building road in
the town of Rockport.

Resolve in favor of the town of
Whitneyville for extra expense in re-
pairing of bridge.

Resolve for aid in building road in
New Canada Plantation.

Resolve in aid of navigation on Se-
bec Lake.

Resolve for aid in repairing Rock-
land-Rockport Trunk Line.
Resolve in aid of the
work of Greeley Institute.
Resolve for money expended by the
town of Carthage for maintenance of

a free High school.

Regolve to reimburse the town of
Nobleboro for money expended for
benefit of an insane pauper.

Resolve for the general maintonance
and support of the University of Maine.

Resolve in aid of navigation on the
Zower Lakes.

fesolve in aid of repairing highway
in the town of Trescott.

esolve in favor of a road in Elliots-
ville plantation.

Resolve in favor of raising aad re-
pairing the Dbridge over Garland’s
Brook in the town of Mariaville.

Resolve providing a State pension for
Rosa Prentiss.

Resolve providing for additional
ecuipment for and a method of lighting
the dormitory of the Eastern State
Normal School.

Resolve providing a State pension for
Helen B. Hobart.

Resolve providing for a State pen-
sion for Dridget Kelly.

Resolve for reimbursement to the
town of Talmadge for certain money
expended for an insane pauper.

educational

Resolve proposing an amcendment to
the Constitution conferring the right
of suffrage on women.

The SPEAKER: This resolve in on
its final passage, and requires a vote
of two-thirds of the members, provid-
ing a quorum is present.

Mr. NEWBERT of Augusta: Mr,
Speaker, T have said in this IHouse all
that I intend to say upon this resolve,
and I rise now simply to re-affirm. the
position which I took in this House,
last Wednesday, and ask this ITouse
to look soberly upon this resolve, It
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is on its final passage, and you will
have no other opportunity to express
your conviction. I am willing at any
time in this House to support a re-
solve referring this great question to
the women of our State; and when a
majority of the women of our State
have expressed a desire for suffrage I
will not give my support and my vote
to the passage of a resolve submitting
the question to the legal voters of this
State. I speak again, gentlemen, for
200,000 women of Maine, who are not
asking for suffrage and who have not
been here, who are not now here and
who will not come here. To my mind
this question is too momentous in its
consequences to the women of our State
for me or for you to play politics with.
I am naturally suspicious when I find
on the floor of this House men of the
two great parties who are willing to
stultify a conviction. I am naturally
suspicious in my mind when I see pol-
iticlans of the two great parties trim-
ming their sails to catch the new pass-
ing breeze, willing to exploit the women
of our State instead of having them
lifted up, creating a situation where
they will come down to our level.

Gentlemen, if T vote alone I shall
vote against the passage of this resclve,
today, and I am willing to go bhefore
the people of this State at any time
seeking any political preferment upon
the stand I have taken here.

Mr. SWIFT of Augusta: Mr. Speaker,
It has been stated here that the wornan
agitator for equal suffrage is the ex-
ception. That does not alter the fact
that women believe they should have
the ballot and would exercise it if
granted.

‘We have no reason to think, even if
women were obliged to mingle and as-
sociate with men in voting, that they
would become less womanly.

Did Florence Nightingale become
«coarse or degraded while ministering
to wounded soldiers in Crimea?

Did Clara Barton, in the midst of
sick and dying soldiers of the Civil
War, or in any of her work in this
country or in Europe become any less
a pure and noble woman?

Joan of Are, we all know was re-
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vered and Ioved by the French people
and soldiers. Queen Victoria was ever
considered the most devoted wife and
mother, notwithstanding the fact that
in her long reign over the English peo-
ple she was constantly associated with
men,

Charles H. Stearns of Pasadena, Cal.,
says: “I have come to look for great
ultimate good from woman suffrage,
but I believe it will not be as imme-
diate as many seem to think. The ben-
efit will be reactive. Woman will re-
tain all her womanly charms and will
take a broader view of life and its
relations. She will be a better citizen,
because a more thoughtful intelligent
individual. She will at least be as
conscientious in securing for herself
an intelligent comprehension of the
civic problems, as is the average man,
and will be a better, because more in-
telligent, mother and companion. She
cannot but be in a better position, be-
cause of her enlarged interest, to train
and direct her children, and who can
doubt the great ultimate advantage to
the race?

Here in Pasadena we have had two
elections to decide certain municipal
problems and also a Presidential pri-
mary, and I know of many women who
were opposed to the extension of suf-
frage, who have not failed to vote at
each opportunity.”

Now, gentlemen, this is not senti-
ment, this is not theory, this is =«
plain statement of facts made by a
practical man closely observing the
practical workings of the law in a city
where women have the ballot and use
it.

The people are demanding the right
and the demand is legitimate to vote
upon this question, and we cannot con-
sistently as legislators stand here ana
refuse them this privilege, knowing
this demand to be State wide.

We, as members of this house, have
the power but no moral right to say
to the people of Maine: 7You are not
to be trusted. You shall not vote upon
this question,

Mr. Speaker: I shall vote to sub-
mit the question of equal suffrage for
women, to the people, and as Gov
Hoch said in his lecture, last evening,
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“You may as well get ready for it
It’s coming.” (Applause.)

Mr. WHEELER of South Paris: Mr.
Speaker and gentlemen of the House:
1 do not have any intention of occupy-
ing the time of the House, this morn-
ing, in continuing the line of discus-
sion which we participated in a few
days ago. 1 helieve we all appreciate
the advantages of Legislative proce-
dure in this instance swhich has al-
1)wed the house to hear and pass upon
arguments in favor of woman's suf-
frage upon the merits of the question
itself. Now, we come, this morning, to
the parliamentary stage which is not
concerned particularly with the ques-
tion of woman's suffrage as we would
vote upon it at the polls. We are con-
cerned solely, this morning, with the
question of whether it is advisable to
submit this matter {o the people for
their decigion.  The remarks which
are proper to be said upon the meas-
ure by the friends of the measure have
already been made, and it is my in-
tention now to solely gecond the force
of theh vemarks made by the gentle-
man from Augusta, who sits on this
side of the House (Mr, Swift), as op-
posed to the gentleman from Augusta,
who sits on the other side of the
House (Mr. Newberl). Inasmuch as
the third candidate for the mayor of
Augusta is not entitled to speak upoa
the flcor of the House possibly I may
be speaking for him. I wish it to be
understood that the friends of the
measure do notl desire to participate in
a discussion of & matter which will
probably go to the voter; Dbut at this
time the friends of the measure do in-
sist that the members of the House
ought to vote upon this question mere-
1y upon the question of the referen-
dum. This is the dayv of the referen-
dum. They are interested in  this
question and they are entitled to ex-
bress their opinion upon its passage. I
hope the measure will have the requi-
site number of votes to secure its fin-
al passage.

Mr. DUNTON of Belfast: When the
first vote was taken on this resolve I
voted in its favor. I did not hear any
sufficient argument presented against
this resolve to convince me that I
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ought to vote against it, and I fear
that the main question has not been
properly considered by us upon whom
lies the duty to decide it. The plain
and simple question is whether we
men of the Maine Legislature shall per-
mit the men who sent us here to act
for them to express their wishes in re-
lation to this question in the way that
the Constitution of this State provides.
We are not here, gentlemen, to settle
questions of this sort. It is Peyond
our province to say whether the wo-
men of this State shall vote, or wheth -
er they shall not. The men who sent
1us here should retain in their own
hands the power to change the Con-
stitution that governs all the doings
of this Legislature. The sovereign pow-
er that once rested in a King now re-
sides in the sovercign people of this
State, and that Constitulion which is
our guide provides that whenever a de-
sire is expressed to change that Con-
stitution the people themselves shall
vote upon it. The yueslion that has
been agitated here largely is  this:
Ought the men of Maine to grant the
right of suffrage to women, when the
real question is: OQught this Legis-
lature to permit the men of Maine to
grant, it they see fit, the right to vote
to the women of Maine. Is there anv
probability, gentlemen, that the men
of this State would grant the right
of suffrage to women? If not, why
shall we fear to submit the question
to them? And, gentlemen, if there is
any probabilily that the men of Maine
will so vote what right have we to
deny them the right to so grant it?
Shall we deny these men who are the
sovereign people of this State, and
who sent us here, that right which
they reserved to themselves when they
made this Constitution? Is it neces-
sary for a majority of the voters of
this State to come here and be counted
in favor of a given question on the
merits of that question before we are
justified in submitting it to the people?
Gentlemen, how are we to judge
whether a question of changing the
Constitution should bhe submitted to
the people? By petitions from the

people? Petitions have been poured
into this Legislature since the first
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day that resolve was deposited in the
Legislature asking that the people be
permitted to vote upon it. This ques-
tion is not a new question. It has
been agitated year after year; not
only in this State; but in nearly ev-
ery state in the Union. Ten states.
as I understand it, have already
granted the right of suffrage to wo-
men; and this very winter, Nevada,
Montana, South Dakota, New York
and New Jersey—five more states---
have voted to let the people decide
that question, which is their ques-
tion and not ours. What are we call-
ed upon today to do, gentlemen? Not
to decide that plain question on its
merits; but to decide whether the
people of Maine shall be permitted to
decide it upon its merits. Do we feur
the decision? Who made us guardians
of the people who sent us here? We
are guardians of the Constitution; but
not of the men who made, and hav~>
the power and the right to unmake, the
Constitution in whole or in part; and
I say that the vote we have taken cn
this question, if we put it upon the
merits of it, is nothing more, and
should be regarded as nothing more
than a straw vote showing how each
man felt at that time on the main
question, and how he would vote if
that main question of giving votes o
women was submitted to him as a
voter at the polls. Our duty goes fur-
ther than that, gentlemen. We are
not here simply to represent our in-
dividual opinion on a question of this
kind. The people of this State nave
sent us here to exercise our judgment
on most of the matters that come be-
fore us; Dbut on this question they
have sent us here to obey the mani-
fest wish of the people of this State
that that question be submitted to
them; and gentlemen of my political
faith have always held to that prin-
ciple; that has been a principle of
that party for more than one hundred
vears, that the people were the sover-
eigns, and that the people should rule,

and that the officers of the people
should trust the people.
I see two years from now, and I

hear the arguments that will be made
against us, and the charges of incon-
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sistency. How many years, gentlemen,
they will gay, has this party of the
people demandeed that another ques-
tien he submitted to the people, and
in the question have denied to the peo-
ple the rizhts which from that time
immemorial they have demanded for
the people?

CGentlemen, this is not a party ques-
tion. No party, so far as I know, has
caucused upon it or endeavored to
bind its members to one side or the
other of that question; but as indi-
vidual, honest men, who are here to
represent the people, T claim that we
should consider very carefully i this
side of the question which has not, I
believed, received our mature consid-
eration. It reduces itself, gentlemen, to
that question—as to whether we shall
trust the people to decide the question
which the Congtitution expressly pro-
vides it is their province to settle. A
majority of this Legislature, gentle-
meh—a large majority of this Legisla-
ture—voting upon the main question,
I helieve, have cexpressed by their votes
that they, if permitted to vote, would
vote in faver of suffrage. I believe that
can be taken as an indication, assum-
ing that they have voted upon that
main question upon its merits, of how
the men at home would vote upon the
merits of question if they were
permitted to vote. In answer to one ob-
jection to this I wish to say that in the
hiomes of Maine there are women, and
in thesc saine homes there are men,
and if the men decide this question at
the polls they will do so in the light
of the conviction of the women in
itheir homes; and when we submit this -
queation tv the vote of the men of
Maine we are at that same time sup-
mitting it to the vote cf the women,
and shall have their opinion and the
same expression in the votes of the
men that we would have if it were
submitted to the votes of the women
themsaives. Tlo they desire to vote?
That is not the questicn. It is not
question that the men honor the old-
fasliloned women of Maine. It is not a
quesiion as to whether the advocates of
this measure go about with long hair

and dressed in- kimonos,

ol

or whether



LEGISLATIVE RECORD—HOUSE, MARCH 5.

they go about with scant locks on their
liea-ls. It is neot a question of ridicule;
it is not a questicn of the age of chiv-
alry; but it is a question of the age of
commonsense of this year, 1913, and
not the guesticn that was discussed in
the beginning. Time has changed. This
is not a political age; but an industri-
al age; and the freedomn that the peo-
ple of this country are clamoring for,
and need, is not political freedom, but
industrial freedom. I say to you gen-
tlemen, that with all these changes of
conditions has come a change in the
sentiment of the men and women of
this county in relation to this ques-
tion. 1s the President of the United
States in favor of it? His state has
voted to submit to the people. I know
not; bhut I know that there are many
antiquated opinions passed around
against this measure; but I say that it
should be decided not as a question or
50 vears ngo, 10 yeurs ago, or two years
agc; but as a question of today; and
that resolves itself to this: Shall we
permit the people of the State of Maine
to express their wiil at the ballot box
on this question? (Applause)

Mr. BOWIILRR of Bethel: Mir. Speak-
er, I move that when the vote is taken
it be taken by the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER: All those in favor
of demanding the yeas and nays will
rige and stand in their places.

A sutficient mumber having arisen,

The yveus and nays werce ordered.

Mr. SARGISNT of Portiand: Mr.
Speaker, I would like to say just a
werd., I would like tc give my reasons
why I voted as I did the other day. My
mother was an old-fashioned woman,
whom they talked about so much here
the other day. She Lknew 10 times as
much ahout the politics of this country
as my father did, about the system of
government, about the speeches in
Congress abd in our Legislature and
everywhere else. Now, I don’t believe in
submiiting this question 1o the women
because there is a large portion of
them who say they do not want to vote,
and they would e poor persons to re-
fer 1t to. I think the men are the best
ones to decide this, when we come to
an election. Well do I remember 60
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vears ago when my mother told me
about all kinds of government. At that
time the United States was about the
only Republican form of government
we had in the world. At that time my
mother told me about Xings ruling
over the people, and I remember very
well asking her how it was that Kings
should rule cver the whole people, and”
she told me that they focled them and
told them that they couldn’t govern
themselves., (Applause)

The SPEAKER: The question before
the House is on the final passage of
this resolve proposing an amendment
to the Constitution of Maine confer-
ring the right of suffrage on women.
Thos3 in favor of the final passage of
this resclve, when their names are
called, will answer yes, those opposed
will answer no. The clerk will call the
roll.

YA :—Allen, Austin, Bass, Benn, Den-
ton, Bither, Boman, Bowler, Bragdon of
Sullivan, Bragdon of York, Bucklin, But-

Chick, Churchill, Cochran, Cook,
coteaux, Dunton, Durgin, Imerson,
tes, Farnham, Trarrar, Folsom,

Auburn,

nek, Gordon, Greenleat of
Harman,

cenleaf of Otisfield, Haines,

Harper, Higgins, Hodgdon, Flutchins,
Irving, Johnson, Jones, Kimball, Leary,
Leveille, Marston, Mathieson, MeBride.

McFadden, Metcalf, Mitchell of Kittery,
Mitehell of Newport, Mooers, Morrizon,
Nute, O'Connell, Peacock, DPendleton, De-
ters, Deterson, Pitcher, Plummer, Rich-
ardson, Ricker, Roberts, Roussenu, San-
horn, Sargent, Skelton, Skillin, Smith of
Auhurn, Smith of Patten, Smith of Titts-
ficid, Smith ot DPresgue Tsle, Spencer,
Stanley, Stevens, Stuart, Sturgis, Swift,
Tayvlior, Thombs, Thompson, Tobey,
Trimble, Tryon, Twombly, Umphrey,
Violette, Washbhurn, Waterhouse, Wheel-
er, Winchenbaugh, W 0.
NAY:—Boland, Brennan, irown, Chad-
hourne, Clark of Dortland, Clark of New
Tortland, Connors, Crowell, Currvier, Cyr,

Davis, Doherty, Donovan, Dresser, un-
har, Taton, IBldridge, Illiott, Gallagher,

Gamache, CGardner, Goodwin, Iancock,
Harriman, Haskell, Fogan, Jennings,
Kehoe, Kelleher of Mortland, Ielleher of
Waterville, Lawry, LeTlel, Libhy, Mason,

Maxwell, Merrill, Mildon, Morgan,
Morse, Newbert, DPackard, Price, 1'ut-
nam, Quinn, Robinson, Rolfe, Sherman,
Qnow, Sprague, Stetson, Swett, Yeuaton—
53.

ADBSENT:—Eastman, Jenking, Teader,
Mayhury, Morneau, Deaks, Namsay,

Sanderson, Scates—9I.

The SPEAKIER: Eighty-nine hav-
ing voted in the affirmative and 53 in
the nogative, the resolve fails of a
final passage.
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Orders of the Day.

The SPEAKER: The Chair will
take up in order matters that come
off of the table at this time accord-
ing to the order which was passed
by the House. The first matter in
order passed by the House. The first
matter in order for consideration un-
der that order passed by the House
is House Document No. 353, bill, an
Act relating to the charter of the city
of Bangor.

On motion by Mr. Gallagher of
Bangor the bill was referred to the
cominittee con legal affairs.

The SPEAXKER: The next matter
for consideration is bill, an Act to
provide for instruction in road build-
ing in the public schools.

On motion by Mr. Mitchell of New-
port this bill was referred to the com-
mittee on education.

The SPEAKER: The next matter
for consideration is bill, an Act to
amend Chapter 489 of the Private and
Special Laws of 1901 entitled “An
Act to supply the town of Lubec with
pure water.”

Mr. McFadden of Lubec moved that
the matter be laid upon the table.

The SPEAKIER: The pending ques-
tion on this bill is concurrent action
with the Senate in referring the bill
to the next Legislature.

Mr. AUSTIN of Phillips: Mr.
Speaker, I want to say for the in-
formation of the HHouse that I have
absolutely no interest in this matter
at all, personally or otherwise, but it
seems to me that at this stage of the
session it would be wise to clear our
calendar as far as possible. I under-
stand there is no possible way to-
wards getting the consent of the
Senate in entertaining matters of pri-
vate and special legislation; and if
that is the case, ard if I am correct-
Iy informed that the Senate refuses
to entertain these matters of private
and special legislation which have
come in sgince the time expired for the
receipt of such matters, it would seem
to be wise and expedient to get them
off from the calendar. I do not want
the gentleman from ILubec (Mr. Mec-
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Fadden) to think however that I have
any enmity to this proposed Ilegis-
#ivn, and if he prefers to have it
1a1d upon the table for further con-
sideration I have nothing to say.

Mr. MCFADDEN of Lubec: Mr.
Speaker, this is a matter of consider-
able importance to the people of Lu-
bee, and I thought that there might
be some possible way later on if the
matter could be laid on the table
where there might be some agreement
reached in order that it might be
acted upon. That was my only ob-
ject in having it laid upon the table,
and if the House will grant that per-
mission, I would like to have it so
remain.

The question being upon the motion
to lay the bill upon the table,

The motion was agreed to.

The SPEAKER: The next matter
for consideration is bill, An Act to
permit the town of Pitisfleld to ob-
tain a pure water supply.

Mr. Smith of Pittsfield moved that
the bill be laid upon the table and
specially assigned for consideration,
on Wednesday of next week.

The motion was agreed to.

The SPEAKER: The next matter
for consideration is bill, an Act to
inrcorporate the Pittsfield Water Dis-
trict. The pending question on this
matter is concurrent action with the
Senate in referring the bill to the next
Legislature.

Mr. Smith of Pittsfield moved that
the bill be laid upon the table and
specially assigned for consideration,
on Wednesday on next week.

The motion was agreed to.

The SPEAKER: The next matter
for consideration is bill, an Act au-
thorizing the city of Bangor to supply
the town of Hampden with water.
The pending question in connection
with this bill is concurrent action with
the Senate in referring the bill to the
next Legislature.

Mr. GALLAGHER of Bangor: Mr.
Speaker, T should like to have that
bill lay upon the table for a day or
two because I think I can arrange in
the course of the next day or two so
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that it can be disposed of, and for
that reason I move that it be re-
tabled. I want it to be kept before
the committee on legal affairs in con-
nection with the bill relating to a new
charter for the city of Bangor.

The motion was agreed to, and the
bill was re-tabled.

The SPEAKER: The next matter
for comnsideration is bill, an Act to
enlarge the powers and jurisdiction of
the Western Somerset municipal
court. 'The pending question is the
third reading of the bill.

On motion by Mr. Dunbar of Jones-
port, the bill was laid upon the table.

The SPEAKER: The next matter
for consideration is bhill, an Act to
incorporate the trustees of the John
B. Curtis Free Public Library in
bradford. The pending question is
concurrent action with the Senate in
referring the bill to the next Legis-
lature.

On motion
Corinth the
table.

Morrison of
laid upon the

by Mr.
bill was

The SPEAKER: The next matter
for consideration is bill, An Act to es-
tablish a uniform poll tax. The pend-
ing question is the third reading of the
bill.

Mr. Irving of Caribou moved that
the bill be given its third reading.

Mr. Plummer of Lisbon offered House
Amendment A, by adding after the
word ‘“he’” in the fifth line of Section
one the words ‘not more than;” also
in Section two, line five, after the word
“to” the words ‘“not more than.”

Mr. PLUMMER: Mr. Speaker, my
object in offering this amendment is
to make the matter of poll tax uniform
in each town. It is discretionary now
with the town to have any limit within
one dollar and three dollars. I do not
believe in a poll tax. I do not thrink
it a just tax. We talk about double
taxation of mortgages, but the poll tax
is as much double taxation as is a tax
on mortgages. But regardless of that
question, we have hecard some discus-
sion here, this morning, in regard to
local option. I don’t know whether the
gentlemen believe only in local optien

on the rum question, or whether they
believe in local option as a general
proposition.

The poll tax is a tax that is collected
purely for local purposes. The United
States government collects its tax
largely from customs and internal rev-
enue in the way that it sees fit; the
State of Maine collects its revenue also
from such sources as it sees fit. 1 see
no reason why each town also should
and from such sources as seem good to
it. I submit, Mr. Speaker, that the in-
habitants of any town are just as com-
petent to decide whether they want poll
taxes, and how much that poll tax
should be, as this Legislature is. As
has been suggested, this morning, we
are not here as guardians of the peo-
ple; we are here merely with delegated
authority to act in matters concerning
which they cannot very well act for
themselves. Tor that reason. Mr.
Speaker, I trust that the motion to
amend will prevail.

Mr. BOMAN of YVinalhaven: Mr.
Speaker, I believe the position taken by
the gentleman from Lisbon (Mr. Plum-
mer) is correct. I have had some ex-
perience in town affairs, and I have
always believed that each town should
have unlimited power to govern its
own affairs, and I do not see any rea-
son why this bill should be adopted.
Why should not towns be allowed to
apportion their taxes as they see fit?
Some towns wish to have a small poll
tax and other towns wish to have a
large poll tax. Permit me to say that
our town has a poll tax of three dol-
lars, and it seems to be only just and
right; but why should not a town, if
they so desire, have their poll tax two
dollars or one dollar if they wish. I
think that each town is absolutely able
to decide that question for themselves,

and I hope the amendment will be
adopted.
Mr. NEWBERT of Augusta: Mr.

Speaker, I see no reason why we should
not have a uniform poll tax. The city
of Augusta had a poll tax of four dol-
lars, and cut it down to three dollars
and then cut again to two dollars. It
is my opinion that this city has no
desire 1o raise its poll tax; certainly
it is satisfied with the two dollar poll
tax. It sccms to me that there cer-
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tainly should be local option in the
matter of assessing of poll tax. If the
city of Portland is satisfied with two
dollars, the city of Augusta with two
dollars, and other towns with three,
and some with four, I should leave it
to the citizens of those towns to decide.
As a citizen of Augusta, representing
Augusta here, I simply object to a
uniform three dollar poll tax because
I think the city of Augusta is perfect-
1y satisfied to assess two dollars.

Mr. IRVING of Caribou: Mr. Speak-
er, I wish to place before the Hcuse
the finding of the committee, and why
they voted to recommend the passage
of this bill. There appeared before the
committee several witnesses, who testi-
fied in regard to this difficulty, that
where adjoining towns had different
poll taxes there was considerable in-
convenience, the transient people or
working men would make their resi-
dence temporarily in the place where
the small poll tax was paid, and fre-
quently the collectors were presented
with a receipt for a poll tax paid in an
adjoining town, a poll tax of one dol-
lar or possibly two dollars, in lieu of
that three dollars that the collector
would present a bill for to the party
who was scheduled as a citizen of that
town.

The average poll tax paid in the
State, as I recall it,was a trifle under
$2.70. It was also indirectly recom-
mended by the department that it
would be much more convenient and
much easier and equally as uniform
for all the citizens of the State, to make
the poll tax unriform. It is true that
there were those who appeared before
the committee and advocated a poll
tax of one dollar. We approach the
matter—and it ig a matter for the
House to decide—your committee de-
cided that it would be well to reconi-
mend the passage of this bill which
provides that all citizens shall pay &
poll tax of three dollars wherever they
may reside. The present law provides
that he may pay a poll of not
greater than three nor less than one
dollar, The amendment whieh is of-
fered makes the same provision as to
the three dollars, but it also provides,
as I understand it, that there shall he

tax
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no lower limit, but that the town may
vote to assess no poll tax.

It is not a question as to whether
it shall be one or two or three dollars,
but whether it shall be uniformly three
or whether it shall rcturn to the old
law which makes it not greater than
three nor less than one, or whether if
vou adopt this amendment which
practically throws the matter wide
open and returns it to the discretion
of every town, whether they shall have
a poll tax or not.

Mr. BOMAN of YVinalhaven: Mr.
Speaker, in reply to the gentleman
frcm Caribou (Mr. Irving) I will say
that there are men everywhere who
are jumping their taxes, paying no
poll tax or property tax, and who put
their property away where you can-
not reach it.

Mr. SARGENT of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, the poll tax is one of the
most unjust taxes that we ever had.
It makes the man who cannot earn
more than fifty cents or a dollar a day
pay just as much as a man who gets
$20 or $25 a day. It is unjust, and
if we are going to make a uniform
tax let us make it at one dollar,

Mr. ROLFLE of DPortland: Mr.,
Spealker, the position I take upon this
question is this, that the younger men
growing up have manhood ecnough
about them that they want to pay
something towards helping the com-
munity in which they reside. I think
that is the first element of the poll
tax question. I don’t assume for a
moment that any young man growing
up wishes us to exempt him from
helping in that matter. The question
of the gentleman from Caribou (Mr.
Irving) makes it very much compli-
cated for the assessors in the differ-
cnt towns to assess the tax, which
may be $2.50 in one town or $3.00 and
$2.00 in another town. For example,
a man having property back in a town,
if he is so unfortunate as to own real
estate, he may be paying $100, $209
or $300 tax in that town and he has
no privileges and gets no direct re-
sults from the improvements, the
schools or roads or anything in that
town, while the man who simply pays
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a poll tax is getting all the benefits
that any man living in that town can
get. I take it that all men are willing
to contribute a small proportion f
their earnings for the support and for
the good of the community; and
therefore I am in favor directly of a
uniform tax, and I think three dollars
is low enough for the tax.

Mr., DURGIN of Milo: I want to
say a word why I am in favor of n
uniform poll tax. East of the town of
Milo is the plantation of Lake View
and many of our young men work
there. They have no family; they
are transients. They are there the
first day of April, and work in the fac-
tories and shops there, and are as-
sessed a poll tax of $2. Our assessors
assess a poll tax of $3 and later, when
they attempt to collect it, the young
men come up and szy, “I have a re-
ceipt for my poll tax, T paid it at TLake
View.” The town of Brownville, north
of us, my recollection is they have 2
$2 poll tax, and the same question
arises as to the young men working
there, and whil: there is no doubt that
the young rien’s tax should he paid in
the town of Milo, yoit you will see at
once it would cost ten times as much
to collect it as the town would get
back, The fellow has paid his tax
and he has shown his receipt; they
simply lose the tax. It seems to me
in view of this guestion which arises
«n frequently in towns that there
uniform poll tax. 1t
no hardship apon auy one.
dollars is not so large that any
voung man, or any poll tax  payer,
would necd to throw up his head verv
much to have to pay, It seems to me
we could get rid of this difficulty and
mix-up of tax in one town
when he ought to pay it in another;
and so T am in faver of the Dbill

Mr, PLUMMEDR of Lisbon: There
arce one or {wo points brought up here
which it gcems to e are very casily
met, The guestion of dodging tax has
cught up herce—that a man

nove to some other town., 8o
far as I Lknoiw, by the laws of he
Slate of Muaine, a4 man has a right to
live where hie wants to in this State
cr even to leave it; and if he secs fit

should be a
works

aving

heen
Avith
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to live in some particular town by
reason of the fact that the poll tax is
lower there, or to claim his residence
there by reason of the fact that the
poll tax is lower than in the town
which thinks it ought to have his
money, why all that town has to do to
get him back, or to hold him at least,
is to put the tax down. It need not
legislate that the other towns put its
tax up.

Now, another thing has been stated
by the gentleman; that no young man
wants to be exempt. There is nothing
in this amendment that exempts peo-
ple from a poll tax unless it is so
voted in a town. As to a man pay-
ing a tax in another town for which
he gelts no benefit, it looks to me like
a man showing poor business judg-
ment, and I do not know that more
legislation of uniform poll tax, and
that is all it wanted, why did not it
put it don to one dollar, which is the
law limit now, or why, even, did it not
put it at two dollars, which is the
medium limit, and which many of the
large cities and towns in the State—
Portland, and I think Lewiston and
Augusta—charge? Why did not it put
it at that? No; it saw fit to take the
extreme that the prescnt law allows.
But I submit to ycu, Mr. Spealker, and
gentlemen, that there is no man with-
in the sound of my voice here, or
outside of il either, that can give any
reason why a poll tax should be $3
rather than $2 or $1 or $10; and there
is no man, so far as I ever knew, that
attermmpted to reason it out in a logi-
cal manner. Many of us went into
our town meectings, last Monday, and
we raised a certain amount for ex-
penses for the coming vear. On the
first day of April, and thereafter, the
selectmen of the town will go around
and will place a valuation upon the
property of the town. Taking out this
poll tax, whatever it may be, the re-
mainder will be assessed against the
estates of the town, and will be ar-
rived at by a logical and mathemati-
cal process. That is to say, as you
all know, the selectmen, or assessors,
will divide the amount raised hy the
total valuation, and that will give

them the rate on the dollar or on
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the thousand. Having taken that,
they say to A, B, C and D figuring
up the valuation of your property
your tax is so much. I will not now
say that is a just tax; but I say there
is a way that it can be arrived at
mathematically; but I say that there
is no man here that can tell why he
thinks a poll tax ought to be three
dollars, or two dollars, or one dollar,
or any other number of dollars. You
can ask yourself, gentlemen, the
question. If you can answer that
question fairly in your own minds,
then vote to put the poll tax wher-
ever you think it ought to be. 1If you
cannot answer that question fairly in
your own minds, and give yourself a
satisfactory reason—a logical reason—
a reason that you can define logically
and mathematically, then at least
vote, if you cannot vote to dispense
with the poll tax altogether, to give
any town that finally concludes it is
wise enough—if wise it be—and hon-
est enough—if honest it be—to follow
out its own conclusion; any town
that canot see why a poll tax should
be three dollars, two dollars, or one
dollar, let that town decide for it-
self that it won’t have a poll tax cr
that it will fix it at that rate or
amount at which it does arrive by
such reasoning as it can utilize. On
the vote I call for yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Lisbon, Mr. Plummer, demands
the yeas and nays. Those favoring
the demand will rise and stand in
their places.

A sufficient
arisen,

The yeas and nays were not ordered.

The question being upon the adop-
tion of the amendment A,

Mr. Newbert of Augusta called for
a division.

A division being had, 43 voted in
favor of the adoption of the amend-
ment, and 65 against.

So the amendment was lost.

Mr. Plummer then offered House
Amendment B, to amend by striking
out the word “three’ and inserting in
place thereof the word ‘one” in the
fifth line of Section 1 and 2.

The question being on the adoption
of House Amendment B,

number not having
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A division was had, and the amend-
ment was lost.

Mr. Plummer then offered House
Amendment C, to amend by striking
out the word “three,”” wherever it oc-
curs in Section 1 and 2, and inserting
in place thereof the word ‘“one”.

Mr. NEWBERT of Augusta: I do
not object to the two dollar tax, be-
cause it is what we are living under
in this city, but I de object to a uni-
form poll tax, and I move that the
bill and amendment be laid upon the
table.

The motion was agreed to.

The SPEAKER: The next matter
for consideration is bill, an Act to
provide for the State certification of
all teachers in the public schools.

The pending question is the third
reading of the bill
Mr. JONES of China: Mr. Speaker,

after consultation with the gentleman
from Bethel, (Mr. Bowler) it was de-
cided that we should consider this
question, this morning. Before he
came to me I had intended to have
this matter specially assigned for
some day next week, but as he was
willing to take it up, this morning, I
think it would be well to clean up our
calendar as ftast as we can.

Mr. Speaker, this act is one that is
very important; it is important, as I
consider it, especially to the rural
districts. This is House Document
No. 238, and I wish to take a little of
the time of the House in reading from
it. The first part of the bill perhaps
need not be read. I wish to call at-
tention to Section 3, which is as fol-
lows: .

“Sect. 3. Certificates of qualification
signed by the State superintendent of
public schools shall be granted to all can-
didates who pass satisfactory examina-
tions in such branches as are requlred or
permitted by law to be taught in the
public schools and who in other respects
fulfill the proper requirements, provided,
however, that no person unless he is 17
yvears of age and has completed a stand-
ard High school or academy course shall
be eligible for a certificate. Such cer-
tificate shall be either probationary or
permanent and shall indicate the grade
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of schools which the person named there-
in is qualified to teach. Provided, how-
ever, that the certificate may be granted
without the examination herein prescrib-
ed to graduates of colleges and Maine
State Normal schools, or of other normal
training schools having a two-years
course for graduates of High schools or
academies, and to teachers of two years’
service and satisfactory fitness, on the
presentation of such evidence of fitness
and under such special conditions as the
State superintendent of public schools
may prescribe. Provided, further, that
certificates may, under the rules pre-
scribed by the State superintendent, be
granted to persons holding State certifi-
cates granted by authority of other
states. Provided, further, that any cer-
tificate granted under this or any pre-
ceding act may for sufficient cause be
revoked and annuled.”

Section 4 of the bill provides as follows:

“Sect. 4, A list of persons so certifi-
cated shall be kept in the office of the
State superintendent of public schools
and copies of the same with such infor-
mation as may be desired shall bhe sent
to school committees and superintendents
upon their request.”

Now, Mr. Speaker and gentlemen, 1
wish to appeal to you for your candid
consideration of this matter. It is a
matter which affects every town in the
State of Maine, especially the rural sec-
tions of our State where the young men
and young women are growing up to
manhood and womanhood, and who are
being educated as best they can in those
rural sections. And can you deny them
the privilege of going into a school and
teaching when the superintendent of
those schools says that they are quali-
fled? Are you going to legislate this
right out of the hands of the people of
the towns? They have the right now to
certify a teacher, after an examination,
after they think that she is qualified to
perform the duties in any particular
school in that town. T submit, that the
law as it is now is ample and is just, and
to legislate this out of the hands of the
towns and putting it under the control
of one man is a very drastic measure.

There are many things to be consid-
ered in connection with this matter,
things that you should look at carefully
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and candidly. I am from a town and I
am not ashamed of it, and I am going to
stand for the interests of the towns. We
have these young men and young women
who desire to teach school, those people
who will not go before the State super-
intendent in order to get a certificate,
but who will go before the superinten-
dent of their town who is ambply quali-
fied to do justice by the schools of that
town. Does the State superintendent of
schools pretend to know more about
your schools in your town, 50 miles or
100 miles from here, than do your own
Dpeople, your superintending school com-
mittee and your supervisor? No, I say
he does not. But are we to come here or
to any place in the State of Maine that
he may designate, and bow before him
and ask for a certificate?

Mr. Speaker and gentlemen, I clalm it
is an injustice to the young men and
young women who are growing up In our
State. Perhaps my opponents in this case
will argue that other states have it. That
is very true. Other states have a law to
execute a man for murder by electricity
or by hanging, but does the State of
Maine have it? Not at all. We have
sent from this State of Maine, from our
good old Pine Tree State, into other
states of this Union men who have been
honored and respected before the coun-
try, men who have made honored teach-
ers, and yet they never had a certificate
from the State superintendent of public
schools of the State of Maine. They are
just as competent to go forth and teach
in the public schools, in the colleges and
academies as they ever were. T want to
appeal to you, gentlemen, to do justice
by these towns. Give them the right to
certifv any teacher that may come he-
fore them, any teacher who is aualified
to nerform the duties in their schools.

There is appended to this measnre.
Mr. &neaker, the sum of $1000, which
is taken out of the common schoonl
fund which should go to educate those
children. What is this for? Hasn’t the
State superintendent of schools. todav,
A salary sufficient without takine this
money awav from the poor children?
T am sincere in this matter, gentlemen.
but T claim that the cities will henefit
where the towns will be deprived of it.
You know, and I know that at the
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present time, as the country towns are
situated, that it costs a great deal of
money to transport these children in
the country schools, something which
the cities do not have to bear in the
way of expense. The children are los-
ing the benefit of that money which is
to go into the cost of transportation.
I am going to be very brief, as I told
you, but I am going to leave it entire-
1y in your hands, for you to do as in
your wisdom you will see fit to do. Mr.
‘Speaker, I move the indefinite post-
ponement of this bill.

Mr. BOMAN of Vinalhaven. Mr.
Speaker, I do not propose to tire the
House in relation to this matter, but I
only wish to say that I do not agree
with the gentleman from China (Mr.
Jones). If the superintendent of schools
in cvery town in this State were qual-
ified to know what was required oI a
good teacher, 1 would have no objec-
tion. But I hardly believe, Mr. Speak-
er, that every superintendent of schools
in our State is qualified. I believe this
provision s a good one. I have observ-
ed sometimes that teachers are em-
ployed just because they belong to
particular families, and I have mno
doubt but in a great many cascs tovns
have received very poor teachers. I he-
lieve the rural schools have just as
good teachers as the schools in cities,
and as I say, I believe this is a good
provision.

Mr., POWER of Bethel: Mr. Spealker,
and genilemen cf the House: We are
all a bit tired, and I do not propose
to inflict a specch upon you at this
time I can agree with the gentleman
frem China that the guestion that we
nave hefore us for consideration is an
impertant one. He says that it is an
impertant one because it deals with
the teachers of our district schools—
of our rural schools—and T want to
tell you, gentlemen, that it seems to
me that it is an important one because
it treats or dcals with the boys and
girls of those rural schools. Now, he
hag told us, or has pictured to us, that
out from those district schools have
gone men who have shone in the firma-
ment of progress in other states; but
he does not tell us that back in tho
highways and byways there are thou-
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sands and thousands of men and wo-
men who have not been able to shine
in the firmament of progress of other
states because their educational ad-
vantages have not been what they
should have been. Now, gentlemen, I
stand before you, this morning, as a
living example of one of these men. I
know what it is to be bern back here
in one of these country towns. I know
what it is to grow up to the age of 16
or 17 years and have nothing but what
little education I could pick up from
a girl perhaps a year above me—a
vear older at least; just these same
kind of teachers thai the gentleman
from China is picturing to wus, this
morning. He talks about taking the
power from the superintendents of our
schools. I have in mind now one super-
intendent of schools that lives next to
me. I do not want to get too near
home; it is quite a ways from me; but
[ am going to tell you, gentlemen, ha
cannot reckon the simple interest on a
promissory note, and yet he is defin-
ing the gqualifications of teachers that
will teech his boys, and my boys, and
the other fellow’s boys. These things
oughtt not so to be. Gentlemen. ws
must let this question rest upon its
merits. It is no argument to say that
the city is getting more advantages
than the country, or anything of that
kind. We, gentlemen, are all citizens of
the old State of Maine, and I trust we
are ail interested in this great cause
of education; and I trust we will do
our duty in relation to the education-
al system of our State and will hold
up the State’s hands as best we can in
educational matters. Nosv, this bill
that has been before our educational
cominittee simply provides, as has beea
heen said, and the gentleman from
China has read the bill, that there be
some standard of certification in our
cchools; and what better hands can
we place it in to determine that stand-
ard than our educational department?
Where shall we place it? Shall we
place it in the hands of 525 superin-
tendents scattered cver the Stlate; in
men who have obtained their office
largely through politics? You gentle-
ipen whe come from the country know
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something ahout the qualifications of
these people I have referred to. Now,
where shall we place it, if we have the
interests of the boys and girls of Maine
at heart? If we do believe in the fu-
ture, in the growth and progress of
our State, and if we do want
to see our boyvs and girls edu-
cated and stand shoulder to shoul-
der with the Dboys and girls of other
states? What shall we do, gentlemen?
We shall give them a better grade
of teachers than they are having at
the present time; and it is for this
purpose only that we ask you to sup-
port this bhill. All the purposes of this
bill is for that end. Now, as I said
before, this has been before our edu-
cational committee; we have consider-
ed it honestly, earnestly and carefully,
and we have reported upon it unani-
mously. Stop and think for one mo-
ment that the State of Mane is spend-
ing, today, $3,000,000 for education; and
I want to remind you that this $3,000,000
comes from direct taxation; T want to
remind you that therc is not another
State in this Union in which there is
suchh a direct tax for education; and
this must be said in credit of the State
of Maine. I want to say in connection
with this, there are but thiree other
States in this Union in which there is
not an cducational standard defined by
the educational departments of these
stales. In other words, there is a sys-
ctem of State certification in cvery other
state in this Union but four. And ghaill
this State appropriating, as it docs,
$3,000,000 by direct taxation, have noth-
ing to say concerning the qualifications
of the teachers that shall have charge
of our schools? Is this right, gentle-
men? We are bhoasting of our prog-
ress. We are looking to progress along
the lines of medicine, science and agri-
culture, orcharding, and all sorts of
things., We are not erying those things
down. We have State boards of exam-
iners. Doctors cannot practice without
an examination; the dentists cannot;
lawyers cannot, cte.,, and so on. But
how about the teachers, in whose hands
yvou and I have committed all that the

world holds dear to us. These teach-
ers are moulding and shaping the des-

tiny of your boys and mine. Have we
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any doubt in this matter? Should we
not consider this; and is it asking too
much to say that our educational de-
partment, in whoom we put all confi-
dence—because I am not going to have
anybody stand up here and cry down
the head of our educational department.
You and I, gentlemen, pride ourselves
in this fact,—that the man who stands
at the head of our educational depart-
ment in this’ State stands without a
peer in the educational circles of this
county. (Applause.) And, gentlemen,
I say we shall do well if we put this
matter in the hands of our educators.
They study our propositions, and they
know what the schools of Maine want.
I need not say anything more along
this line. I am going to leave the mat-
ter in your hands. I am going to de-
pend upon the intelligence and fair-
ness of this House. I am sure that you
people are interested in the cause of
education, and that you understand the
force of this bill and can readily ap-
preciate the fact that it will prove of
positive value to our Maine schools if
enacted into law; and I know you are
going to place yourselves, today, on
record as standing with the other states
of this nation, who have taken this
advanced step in education. In {ull
confidence that you will act fairly and
wisely I leave the matter in your hands,
and I trust the motion of the gentle-
man from China will not prevail. (Ap-
plause.)

Mr. COOX of Vassalboro: Mr. Spealk-
er, T do not propose to say much up-
on this question, but there arve a few
mincr features which Thave been
brought out to which I will refer. This
bHill before the THouse ig an administra-
ticn bill, it comes from the State edu-

cational department, and it has been
thought out and wrought out with

much care, not after a few days, but
after a few weeks or a few months.
It has been a long timic in the consid-
eration of that department at the head
of which, as the gentleman {from Beth-
el (Mr. Bowler) said, we have a man
to be proud of, a man who is recog-
nized throughout the country in edu-

cational circles And
wouldn’t you rather entrust the cer-
tification of teachers in your town, the

as a leader.



646

rural towns especially, to the guidance
of such a hand?

As it is now, in the rural towns they
get along as cheaply as they can.
Some child, who is a little brighter
than her school mates, is invited to
teach the school, and she leaves her
classes and turns around and faces
the scholars and goes to teaching when
she should be at the desk as a pupil
for two years longer or four years long-
er; and when she comes before these
rural boards for examination she gets
about as much of an examination as
she would if they had simply asked
her, “How old is Ann?” That is to say,
she gets no examination at all. The
gentleman from China (Mr. Jones)
seems to think and tries to make you
think that this is something against
the rural school. Why, bless you, the
whole inception of the thing is in fa-
vor of the rural schools, in favor of
the country towns rather than in favor
of the city schools. In the city schools
their teachers are sufficiently educated
and sufficiently examined, and it is
just simply to help out the country
towns.

Someone has introduced a bili for a
minimum wage, but I claim it is too
early now for a minimum wage. These
rural teachers are getting all they are
worth today; you don’t want to raise
their salary because they are not worth
it, and they are not worth what they
are getting in many and many of these
country schools. For what reason do you
want to make a minimum wage for these
teachers who are not worth their salt?
Tirst get this bill through and let it be
in operation for a series of years until
we have gotten teachers who are worth
more pay, and then we will put in a bill
providing for a minimum wage. Let us
not get the cart before the horse.

This does not come on suddenly, as you
will see by the bill, upon the towns be-
fore they are prepared for it. The bill
provides for a future application of its
provisions, so that we can get ready for
it. Tt provides that teachers already in
service can keep on, so that it shall not
be a hardship to these country towns.
Now, as has been said, the State of
Maine is pouring out money 1in wvast
tuantities to educate the children of
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these country schools, and will you have
it wasted as it is being wasted now or
will you put some kind of a test upon
it, so that it can be spent wisely and so
that we can get value for the dollars we
are putting out. You wouldn’t have to
come here to Augusta as the gentleman
from China (Mr. Jones) implies, ¥you
wouldn’t have to come to the State su-
perintendent to get your examination, to
get your State certificate, but you could
take those examinations in the rural
towns, and the examinations there will
be before the local boards, but they
should be examinations such as are ex-
aminations and not a farce of an exam-
ination such as we have been having.
(Applause.)

Mr. O'CONNELL of Milford: Mr.
Speaker, I merely wish to speak in re-
gard to section five of this bill. Some of
my constituents have mentioned tue mat-
ter to me and have asked me to oppose
it. This section mentions cities, towns
and plantations in this State. There is
a question whether a school in a planta-
tion can be handled the same as a scnool
in a city. In some of the plantations
they have schools with only four or five
pupils; it is a State school and they
draw State money. Where are you going
to get a teacher who has passed an ex-
amination and who has a State certifi-
cate, who will go into a town or planta-
tion with just a few pupils and with a
school which is kept open for only three
months of the year?

There are girls who have been to High
school three years and who, during their
vacations, go to these plantations and
teach, and they are glad to get them in
the plantations, and they are recommend-
ed by the principals of the High school,
and they are glad to get them from the
fact that they cannot get anybody else.
Nobody knows better how to control the
schools in the small towns than the
school board of that town. There may be
some members of the school board who
are not qualified, but the voters have an
opportunity to discover that fact. When
you stop and think of 600 cities, towns
and plantations in this State, the teacher
who passes an examination for a State
certificate is not going in there to those
plantations for three,. four or five dol-
lars a week, and the teacher is not going
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to have a State certificate for four or
five little children. 1 should almost fa-
for this bill being referrcd back to the
Lommittee. That word ‘‘plantations”
does not belong in that bill. You cannot
handle plantations and cities and handle
them alike. You already have a bill in-
troduced in this House that says the
school mill tax shall be apportioned by
the attendance of your scholars and not
be the number of scholars in the town.
1t is not an equalization of the school tax,
and when you leave that word ‘planta-
tions’” in there it is an injustice. I have
nothing to say in regard to the require-
ments of the school committee; I have
nothing to say about our State superin-
tendent of schools, but there is no one
man in this State who can control all
these schools and especially the smaller
schools, and where are you going to get
a teacher with a State certificate to go
away up into northern Maine and teach
school for $15 or $18 a week? I think
there should be a sliding scale on this
bill, cities or large towns on one scale
and plantations on the other. I think
the bill is unfair, and T think the gentle-
man from China (Mr. Jones) has taken
a good stand, a stand for the people who
cannot afford to send their children to a
city and who cannot get a teacher for
their school if you put this bill through.

Mr. MATHIESON of Rangeley: 1 be-
lieve this bill will work a hardship in
the sections mentioned by the gentleman
across the way (Mr. O’Connell), We have
a system now of certification, Of course
it is not compulsory, and I do not be-
lieve in making it compulsory for the
very reason that mest any young man or
woman who is trying to fit themselves
fo teachers will be willing to take the
examination without being obliged to.
Today I think it is a fact that in ou
Normal schools we have the primary and
intermediate grades in these for these
young people to practice upon and train
themselves. Would you oblige them to
have a certificate before they could do
that? T think this measure will certain-
v work a considerable hardship in the

plantatiotis: and T do not see why the
young men or young women in these

remote sections should not have a chance
to try and sce if they can fit themseclves
80 as to enter our Normal schools and
pursue the higher course. As I have

647

said, we have today in our Normal
schools these classes for them to prac-
tice upon; and by this bill, it seems to
me, that in order to do so they would
have to get a certificate before they
could go on with their work, I think this
is loosely drawn, and ought to be recom-
mitted.

Mr. BOWLER of Bethel: I think it is
necessary to make a bit of explanation
in regard to this bill further, the ques-
tion having been raised that we cannot
get the teachers up there in the planta-
tions. I have a lot of these plantations
in my county, and I find they are pretty
progressive up there and are looking for
good teachers, and usually get good
teachers up there. Let wus remember
that we have now a law which allows
the State certification of teachers; and
for the past few years examinations have
been held through this State, as you
know, and many of our teachers have al-
ready taken advantage of these exami-
nations, and today hold State certificates.
It is only to the few who have not done
that that this bill applies. I may say
that we have today in the State of Malne
about 600 teachers out of 7000 In our
schools “'who have not further education
than they could obtain in the common
schools. This bill is not directed at them
particularly, but it is to make it possible
that we may remove those teachers who
are not sufficiently qualified to teach
school. There is one thing more we want
to remember in regard to it, and that is
this: That any boy or girl who hag al-
ready taught two years is entitled to re-
ceive a State certificate without taking
an examination. There are a lot of girls
teaching today who ought not to be
teaching; but if they hold their job down
for two years it will be presumed that
they have some qualifications for teach-
ing, and in order that we may keep this
supply of teachers we are talking apout
we have said this: That any person who
has taught two years need not take the
examination. If you will look at the bill
carefully you will find it is mild and will
not bring injury upon anvbody: but it is
simply a bill that provides some start
towards having a State board that shall
determine the qualifications of those who
teach our boys and girls.

Mr. O’CONNELL of Milford: Mr.
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Speaker, we already have a law that
requires State teachers to have cer-
tificates. If that law exists, what is
the object of this law? This bill pro-
vides in Section 6, as follows:

“Whoever teaches a public school
without first obtaining a State teach-
er’s certificate or a temporary teach-
ing permit as herein provided, forfeits
not exceeding the sum contracted for
his dably wages, for each day he so
teaches. and is barred from receiving
pay therefor.”

As the law exists, today, all teach-
ers in large towns, or towns of me-
dium size, have their certificates, and
if they do not have them somebody has
not done their duty, and they should
have them. The cities and towns are
not liable to a fine, but the teachers
in the small schools are liable to a
fine because they know that these
young girls cannot pass an examina-
tion required in order to teach schoo:
in a city like Augusta or Bangor. This
bill is aimed at the small towns, and 1
think it is your Dusiness, gentlemen,
to defeat this measure and support the
motion of the gentleman from China
(Mr. Jones).

Mr. PEACOCK of Readfield: Mr
Speaker, I want to say that for 20
vears T have had a practical experi-
ence in school affairs in the country.
I know nothing about the schools in
the cities; I believe in everything that
is progressive along educational lines,
and everything that will benefit our
boys and girls. 1 believe in the pro-
visions of this bill, but I want briefly
to call attention to one section whick
I think is a trifle vicious. This bili
provides that every one obtaining =
certificate must be a graduate of a
High school or a Normal school or &
teacher of recognized standing. In
Secction § of this hill it provides that
the State superintendent may admit
a teacher to teach for one year, or, in
other words, on satisfactory evidence
may issue a non-renewable certificate
for one year. I think that section is a
little vicious for the reason that if a
rerson obtaining a temporary certifi-
cate for one year and making good, !
can gee absolutely no reason why that
person should not be permitted to con-
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tinue in our schools. It seems to me¢
that is a vicious provision and should
be eliminated,

T want to say that from my person-
al experience I know that the girl or
the boy who holds a certificate or a
diploma from a High school or Normal
school is not always qualified to teach.
T khow from my own experience that
some of the boys and girls who have
eome from the rural towns of the
State of Maine and who have never
seen the inside of a Seminary or Nor-
mal school have made some of the best
teachers who ever stood in the State
of Maine, and so successful were they
in their work that they were called.
to Massachusetts and to other states.

Now, gentlemen, the certification of
a teacher who is a graduate of a High
schonl or Normal school never made a
teacher in this world and never will. I
am in faver of this bill, provided that
this clause in Section 5 be omitted. And
I want to say right here that if I
thought this bill was a solution of all
the difficulties which we encounter in
our towns and would cause our super-
intending school committees to be
uponn a higher plane and do all the
things that ought to be done to make
our schools better, I would not ask
for this provision to bhe- eliminated.
But 1 am going to a2sk that this mat-
ter he either tabled for a week or that
it be recommitted to the committee
with the idea of improving the provis-
ions of Section 5. I am not cpposing the
bill, and as I say, I believe in progress,
but my belief is founded upon this
fact, that veu cannot shove upon the
pecple of the State of Maine or any
other state a law so drastic that they
will accept it without a murmur. If
this clausc in Scction 5 is changed in
some way you will find that the people
in the rural sections of our State will
accent it.

I want to say right here also, Mr.
Speaker, and it is a matter that every
teacher knows, that the time when
vou need ihe hest teacher is when your
boys and girls are voung: if they get
started right and if they have good
teachers when they first go into the
schools they will get a foundation that
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will insure future success; but if you
get a poor teacher you will have poor
pupils. So, gentlemen, don’t be afraid
tc put in high priced teachers for your
small children, because I believe that
is the foundation of the whole thing;
and therefore, Mr. Speaker, I move
that this matier be tabled in order that
an amendment may be offered.

Mr. KEHOE of Portland: I have
never been a school teacher. I have
no special object in thig nill; but T
think after we have had two hours’
discussion on any matter, or an hour
and a half, at the present time of this
sessicn we ought to dispose of this
matter. If we put all the bills that come
before us on the table, and wait until
every membher is absolutely satisfied
with every section, we will sit here un-
til next July. I think there.should be
some limit to this matter. 1 believe
that the men who are in favor of the
principles of the bill gshould vote fori t,
and that those who are opposed to the
priiciples of the bill should vote
against it. I believe in having the cd-
ucatinnal lines the best we can pro-
cure for the cities, towns and planta-
tions. I do not believe In making the
plantations the dog in this matter, and
in trying it out on the dog. I belicve
ithe plantations should have the same
protection the towns and cities have.
My broiher (rom Milford {(Mr. O’Con-
nell) read a part of Seclion 5; but he
did not read the whole of it. He raised
the cbjeclion that the planiations
could net afford to have certified
teachers. 1f he had read the next clause
he would have found that it provided
“that any person not holding a State
certificate may be granted not more
than one temporary non-rencwable
teaching permit for a period not to ex-
veed one year, such permit to be issued
upon examination by the superintend-
ent of scheoels of the town,” That would
be the superintendents of schools in
the wnlantations. That entirely mects
his sbjection., On the other hand, my
brother from Readflield (Mr.Pcacock)
thinkg that vicious proposition.
S0 you can see how hard it is going to

iz a
be to meet all the objcctions. I say it
is too late to put it on the table, and

.
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I hope the matter will be disposed of,
this morning.

The SPEAKER: The question is on
the motion of the gentleman from
Readfield (Mr. Peacock) that the mat-
ter bhe laid upon the table, which mo-
tion is not debatable. All those in fa-
vor of the motion that the matter be
laid upon the table will say yea; those
opposed will soy no.

A viva voce vote being taken,

Tlie motion was lost.

The SPEAKER: The question now
recurs upon the motion of the gentle-
man from China, Mr. Jones, that thig
bill be indefinitely postponed.

Mr. Jones of China moved that the
veas and nays be ordered, and subse-
quently withdrew his motion.

The SPEAKER: Those in favor of
the motion of the gentleman from

China, Mr. Jones, that this bill be in-
definitely postponed, will rise and stand
until counted.

A divislon being had, 13 voted in the
affirmative and 75 in the negative.

So the motion was lost.

The SPEAKER: The question now
recurs on thie motion of the gentleman
from Bethel (Mr. Iowler) that this bill
receive its third reading and be passed
to be engrossed.

Mr. Jones of China moved that the
Hill be laid upon the table pending its
third reading.

The moticn was lost.

Mr. BOMAN of Vinalhaven: Mr.
Speaker, if I am in order, I would

move that the bill be recommitted to
the committee.
The SPEAKER: The Chair will

state that the motion is in order.
A viva voce vote being {aken,
The motion was lost.

The SPEAKER: Those in favor of
the motion of the gentleman from

Bethel (Mr. Bowler) that this bill re-
ceive its third reading and be passed
to he engrossed will say yes; those op-
posed will say no.

A viva voce vote being taken,

The motion was agreed to, and the
bill received its third reading and was
passed to he engrossed.

The SPEAKER: The next matter for
consideration is resolve in favor of
certain bhills  contracted for

paving
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placing a rail in the rear of the House
of Representatives, and marking the
members’ desks. This bill was tabled
on motion by the gentleman from
‘Westbrook, Mr. Scates, the pending
question is reference to the commit-
tee.

Mr. Austin of Phillips moved that the
resolve be referred to the committee
on appropriations and financial af-
fairs.

The motion was agreed to.

The SPEAKER: The next matter for
congideration is the majority and mi-
nority reports of the committee on tax-
ation to which was referred Order, “for
investigation of taxation of money in-
vested in real estate meortgages, and
considering whether or not Chapter 179
of the Public Laws of 1911 should he
repealed and reporting by bill or oth-
erwise,” majority reporting, “legisla-
tion inexpedient,” minority reporting
“Bill, An Act to repeal Chapter 179 of
Public Laws of 1911, providing for the
exemption of Mortgages on Real Estate
from Taxation.” The pending question
is the adoption of either of these re-
ports.

Mr, Irving of <Caribou moved that
the majority report be accepted.

Mr. PUTNAM of Houlton: Mr.
Speaker, this is a pretty important
question and I think it ought to be
discussed more ‘or less before the
House votes upon it. I had hoped to
survive this session without attempt-
ing to make a speech; but this matter
is of such vital importance to the
township which I represent and to the
poor man and the man of moderate
means all over this State that I can
hardly refrain at this time from put-
ting myself on record with something
beside a mere vote.

The question has engaged the at-
tention of several sessions of the Leg-
islature. Two years ago a law was
enacted exempting from taxation
money at interest secured by mort-
gage upon real estate. At this ses-
sion of the Legislature an order was
introduced and passed which instruct-
ed the committee on taxation to in-
quire into the advisability of repeal-
ing the law which was enacted two
years ago. The committee on taxa-
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tion gave a public hearing on this
matter, and there appeared at that
hearing in favor of the present law
several bankers and real estate brok-
ers from the cily of Portland, and a
gentleman from Bangor, an eminent
gentleman who is worth his hundreds -
of thousands. They appeared there,
as they said, representing the cause
of the poor man, the widow and the
orphan. TIn fact, so persistent were
they in referring to the widows and
orphans that it struck me that the
Act was misnamed, and that it should
have been named “an Act for the
benefit of widows and orphans.”

Now, the chicf argument which has
heen urged every time this question
has been discussed is that to tax
mortgages and also tax the property

deseribed in the mortgage is double
taxation. As I understand it, double
taxation is when you tax the same

piece of property twice when it ought
only to be taxed once. In this parti-
cular instance we have two distinct
classes of properly, personal property
cn the one hand and real estate on
the other. The fact that a mortgage
is personal properly is well estab-
lished; it is evidenced hy the fact that
upon the death of a man his mort-
gage gocs 1o the administrator or the
personal representative rather than to
the heirs direct; and when a mort-
gage was taxed it was always taxed
where the mortgagee resides, regard-
less of the rescription of the property
in the mortgage.

And if you will bear with me for a
moment, I will read an expression
from an opinion of one of the courts
of this country, in discussing a mort-
gage in this way:

“Being thus a species of property
distinct from other property, its own-
er or holder, when residing within the
State, is assessed and taxed as the
owner of money in use, and not upon
an interest in the land, which is mere-
ly pledged as security for the return
of the money loaned. Land is userul
and productive, and its value is esti-
mated, for the purposes of taxation,
in accordance with its income and use-
fulness. So a mortgage represents a
debt which has value and produces an
income, and its value should be esti-
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mated accordingly, for like purposes.
The products of the soil constitute the
income of the owner. The interest on
the money loaned constitutes the in-
come of the holder of the mortgage.
The two species of property are en-
tirely separate, represent different val-
ues; and, on principle, it would seem,
each should contribute a just share of
the burdens of government, however
diflicult it may be in practice to have
each owner do so0.”

Now, in regard to the question of
double taxation—and so far as I can
find, there is nothing illegal about
double taxation. 1 find in Lawyer’s
Reports Annotlated where the question
was summed up as follows:

“The great weight of authority holds,
as a legal proposition, that the taxa-
tion of the mortgage to the mortgagee
and of the real estate at its full value
to the mortgagor or owner does not
constitute double taxation.

It seems to me that a poor man has
just about enough to do to pay his bills;
he has his tax to pay and he has to bor-
row money to pay interest, and it would
seem in all equity and justice that the
money lender or the rich man, which-
ever you may term him, should pay his
just proportion of the tax.

Another argument which has bheen ad-
vanced in favor of the present law was
that if you exempted the mortgages from
taxation you would necessarily lower the
rate of interest. I talked with the reg-
ister of deeds of Aroostook county the
other day and he told me that the rate of
interest at the present time was greater
than it was two years ago, before this
law was enacted. This law gives a great
opportunity to a man to dodge his taxes
if he wants to. For instance, for the
purposes of illustration, I might borrow
$10,000 from our honorable Speaker. I
might give him back a mortgage covering
a plot of land worth $5. Now that money
which he loaned me, and for which he is
receiving 6 per cent. or 8 per cent. inter-
est is entirely exempt under that. 1
would like to give you a practical illus-
tration of the working of this law. In
the year 1911 in the town of Houlton
there was the sum of $314,500 of money
at interest which was taxed. This new
law entirely eliminated that property,
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and there was just one of two things for
the town to do, either to raise the valu-
ation or its rate of taxation. It was
necessary on the same basis to raise the
rate of taxation five mills. '

Now, gentlemen, it seems to me that
the members of this House will not re-
turn to their constituents and tell them
that they voted in favor of a law which
took from the shoulders of the rich man
his just share of taxation and placed an
additional burden on the shoulders of the
poor man; and, Mr. Speaker, [ move
that when a vote is taken on this ques-
tion that it be taken by the yeas and
nays.

Mr. ROLFE of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, I won’t be very long in what
I have to say. You will remember that
the Good Book says that “Every way
of man seemeth right in his own
eyes.” Now, looking at this question
from my standpoint, I look at it in
this way, that no law in the State of
Maine has ever been enacted that hasz
done so little hurt and so much good
to the poorer classes of people in the
State of Maine as has the present law
which we are now discussing. Anv
man if he has money {o invest can at
the present time invest it in a savings
bank with interest at four and one-
half per cent, and in the average
towns in the State of Maine the av-
erage rate of taxation is almost two
cents. Now, what in the name of
common-sense is the use of a man
lending another one money at six per
cent. and paying a tax of more than
two per cent. when he can invest it
in the savings banks and pay no tax
and get four and a half per cent? It
resolves itself right down to this one
thing, that he can loan his money upon
real estate to any worthy man at a
lower rate of interest under the pres-
ent existing law than he could if you
were to do away with this law. Be-
side that, gentlemen, if the people of
Aroostook county cannot hire money
for less than they have in years back,
then I say they had better move out
of Aroostook county into other parts
of the State, where you can do so, be-
cause this condition exists in no other
part of the State of Maine as far as
my knowledge goes.
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If you were to repeal this law at
the present time you would place very
many hardships upon the men who
have mortgaged their property at the
present time. For this reason many
people who have money in the savings
banks have taken it out and loaned it
at the rate of six per cent. If this
law is 1'epealed they may force the
man to pay it pack and it would cre-
ate a hardship upon him, in order to
place it back in the savings bank
where he does not have to pay a tax.

Mr. MARSTON of Skowhegan: Mr.
Speaker, I want to say for the bene-
fit of the gentleman from Portland
(Mr. Rolfe) that there is one other
community beside Aroostook county
where the facts, as stated by the gen-
tleman from Houlton, are true, and
that is in Somerset county. I am not
going to make any speech upon this
matter, but I hope that the motion will
not prevail.

Mr. AUSTIN of Phillips: Mr.
Speaker, I do not propose to discuss
this matter at length, neither from the
position that this is a poor man’s lez-
islation nor a rich man’s legislation,
but I want to call the attention of the
members of the House to just what
were the provisions of the law of 1911.
Chapter 179 says that Section 6 of
Chapter 9 of the Revised Statutes is
hereby amended by adding at the
close of said Section the following
paragraph: “All loans of money made
by . an individual or corporation anad
secured by mortgage on real estate sit-
uated in this State.”

Now, I submit that according to the
letter of that law all loans of money
made by an individual or corﬁoration
and secured by mortgage—whether or
not it is pretty good reasoning that
with a little stretch of the law gav-
ings banks and trust companies may
and should also be exempt from taxa-
tion on the amount of money thep
have invested in real estate mort-
gages.. As I say, I am not duscussing
this from the standpoint of a poor
man or a rich man. I am simply dis-
cussing it from the point of view of
one looking at the future revenue of
this State. There is now pending be-
fore the committee on taxation a bill
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which specifically mentions savings
banks and trust companies as being
exempt, as to their funds invested in
real estate mortgages. Why shouldn’t
they be exempt if a private individual
or a corporation is exempt? What
would such exemption bring about?
Tt would bring about a loss of revenue
to this State of $70,519. That is
something to be considered. Ts the
man hiring money in any section of
the State of Maine, today, getting it
even one-half per cent cheaper from
the fact that this property is exempt
from taxation? If he is not, it is not
a help to the borrower of money or
the poor man. I will submit to you
further whether even the small money
lender can be considered in the cate-
gory of the poor man. Fnally, I will
submit to you as to whether you can
longer compel the trust companies
and savings banks of this State to
pay a tax of identically the same
amount on the same kind of property
that private individuals are exempt
from paying on.

Mr. SARGENT of Portland:
Speaker, I have had fifty years’
perience in hiring money, and for the
last thirty years I have hired any-
where from $10,000 to $20,000, and 1
have paid as high as 12 per cent. If
you waive this tax on mortgages the
man who hires the money has to pay,
he has to pay an extra tax. In reality
the State is not losing a dollar by re-
pealing this tax on mortgages. I have
looked up the assessor’s reports, and
the argument has been made that if
we repealed this tax on mortgages we
would lose $5,000,000, and what is it
that they are now paying on money at
interest, over $6,000,000. Take it in
the whole State of Maine, and there
is more money taxed at interest today
than there was in 1906. You may pass
all these laws you have a mind to,
and you cannot tax the man who
lends the money. He won't be taxed.
He will take it in the name of some-
body in Boston, Chicago, or somewhere
else, and dodge the whole thing. 1
wag talking with one of the members
of the Aroostook county delegation

when we wanted to repeal this law
and he said he was going to vote to

Mr.,
ex-
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take the tax off of the rich man. Some
men want to get 12 per cent. for their
money. I paid 12 per cent. for money
when this law was in existence. Take
it thirty years ago, and I guess I paid
a tax on 25 per cent. of what I was
worth. The State is not losing any-
thing by repealing the tax on mort-
gages. This was one of the worst
laws that we ever had in this State,
and we have demonstrated the fact
that the State is not losing any money
by this measure, but giving it to the
poor man,

Mr. IRVING of Caribou: Mr. Speaker,
it has been suggested, and I make the
motion that the House take a recess until
7.30 o’clock this evening.

The SPEAKER: The Chair will state
that the House by an order granted the
use of the Hall of Representatives to Dr.
W. V. Fisher for a lecture this evening.

Mr. IRVING: Then I withdraw my
motion, Mr. Speaker. I wish to state
now and here that this is not a local is-
sue; it is a State-wide matter, and was
considered by the majority of the com-
mittee on taxation as such. There ap-
peared in opposition to the repeal of that
law as it now exists men from different
parts of the State. They were not all
bankers and neither were they all weal
thy men. The point upon which your
committee decided to vote rested upon
the effect of the law as generally applied
to the State at large. 1 wish to call at-
tention to the only town in the entire
State appearing in favor of the repeal,
and it appeared In evidence there, and it
has been repeated on this floor, that they
were the loser to the extent of five mills
valuation in theilr tax. I simply state
that the town of Houlton in 1910 assessed
at the rate of 24% mills, in 1911 at the rate
of 24 mills, and in 1910 at the rate of 24
mills,

Now, if the contention of the gentle-
man from Houlton, (Mr. Putnam) is
correct, that it cost an increased five
mills, their rate would have been 29
mills. But what in all probability has
occurred? It has been proven that the
repeal of taxation on mortgages has
brought into the town of Houlton ana
causcd investment increasing their val-
uation so that they did not increase the
rate of taxation That is the contention
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that was made by those opposed to the
repeal of the law. They removed this
burden which ultimately falls upon the
borrower, caused money to remain in
the State and investments to be made
upon property upon which taxation
could be had, which becomes a profit
to the town., I yield to no man in my
desire to have taxation placed upon
the wealthy man, if you can accom-
plish it; but I say that at no time in
the history of this or any other coun-
try has it ever occurred that you could
corner honds and money, for the sim-
ple reason that money is king; it is
that which we are all reaching out for;
it is that which every industry under
the sun is getting incorporated for; it
is the whole thing.

In the state of Massachusetts they
passed a law taxing equities. The ink
was scarcely dry upon the bill enacting
that law before the printing presses
were striking out instruments 'in the
shape of a new form of mortgage in
which was incorporated a clause to
the effect that the borrower should pay
the tax. Has the law ig any single in-
stance succeeded in accomplishing the
purpose for which it was originated.
In my own personal experience and
observation I emphatically state that
it has utterly and absolutely failed. It
all comes back to the borrower, and
he must pay it. The gentleman from
Portland (Mr. Sargent), who appeared
before our committee, neglected to
state in the course of his remarks that
while he paid 12 per cent. at one time,
he is borrowing all the money he wish-
es, today, at 5 per cent. In my own
town of Caribou they tried to adopt a
method by penalizing one or more of
our money lenders. They went to the
records and found that we had one
who had several thousand dollars worth
of real estate mortgages, and they pen-
alized him for that, and he went be-
fore the selectmen and established the
fact that he had disposed of part of
them, and that every one of the re-
maining number had been cut down.
Wouldn't it be better that all of this
$70,000,000, which has been mentioned
as being invested out of the State, and
in all probability invested there because
of this tax,—wouldn’t it be better that



654

a portion of that money be brought
back into the State for the purpose of
developing the State.

It has been said here that we would
lose $75,000. In the event that this bill
should be passed exempting savings
banks and trust companies from their
mortgage loans, in the event that this
would open the door to let back into
the State $15,000,000 of the $70,000,000
invested out of the State, and it would
give to the State treasurer $75,000 and
give to the several municipalities of
the State four or five times as much
tangible property to assess taxes up-
on. Isn’t it better when we realize
that we cannot reach this money, that
we permit money to be invested and
entire money to come back here in or-
der that we may better our State and
create more taxable property that will
largely benefit the State.

Mr. ATUSTIN of Phillips: Mr.
Speaker, I think at this stage of the
game it will be impossible to get
true and fair sentiment of this House
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upon this question which 1 submit ig
of great importance to all the people
of the State. And on that account, I
move that the matter be tabled ané
be specially assigned for tomorrow
morning, and that all other matters
which today should automatically comec
off of the table be tabled and assigned
for consideration tomorrow, as well
as those matters which were specially
assigned for today.

The motion was agreed fo.

Mr. Plummer of Lisbon moved that
the vote be reconsidered wherevy tho
bill relating to the registration of
dentists and the organization of the
board of dental examiners, was passed
to be engrossed.

Mr. Austin of Phillips moved that
the motion of the gentleman from Lis~
bon, Mr. Plummer, be laid upon the
table and assigned for consideration,
tomorrow morning.

The motion was agreed to.

On motion by Mr. Austin of Phillips,

Adjourned.





