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HOUSE. 

Wednesday, March 5, 1913. 
The House met according to ad­

journment and was called to order by 
the Speaker. 

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Clark of 
Gardiner. 

Journal of previous session read and 
approved. 

Papers from the Senate disposed of 
in concurrence. 

From the Senate: An Act to incor­
porate the Sandy Stream Log Driving 
Company. 

This bill came from the Senate in 
that branch recommitted to the com­
mittee on interior waters. 

On motion by Mr. Marston of Skow­
hegan, the House voted to concur with 
the Senate in its recommittal of· the 
bill to the committee on interior 
waters. 

Senate Bills on First Reading. 
An Act to amend chapter six of the 

Revised Statutes, relating to regula­
tion and conduct of elections. (The 
report of the committee on judiciary 
was accepted in concurrence, and on 
motion by Mr. Smith of Presque Isle 
the bill was tabled pending its first 
reading and specially assigned for con­
sideration on Tuesday of next week.) 

An Act to extend the charter of the 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company of 
Saco. 

An Act to incorporate the Kingfielia 
Chamber of Commerce. 

An Act to amend section 63 of chap­
ter 15 of the Revised statutes, as 
amended by chapter 73 of the Publlc 
Laws of 1909 and as further amended 
by chapters 62 and 116 of the Public 
Laws of 1909 relating to payment of 
tuition in secondary schools. 

An Act to incorporate the State of 
Maine Fire Insurance Company. 

Resolve in favor of the Farmington 
State Normal School for furnishings 
and equipment for a dormitory. 

The following bills, petitions, etC'" 
were presented and referred: 

Judiciary. 
By Mr. Bragdon of York: Re·· 

monstrance of Frank D. Weeks and 2:4 

others remonstrating against the pas­
sage of House Bill No. 131, relating to 
Ogunquit Village Corporation; also re­
monstrance of W. J. Storer and 11 oth­
ers against same; also remonstrance 
of Edmund Garland and nine others 
against same; also remonstrance of 
Roy S. Moulton and seven others 
against same; also remonstrance of 
,Valter D. Davis and 26 others against 
same; also remonstrance of Freeman 
E. Rankin and 22 others against same; 
also remonstrance of Clarence A. Hil­
ton and 29 others against same. 

Legal Affairs. 
By Mr. Rousseau of Brunswick: An 

Act relative to probate bonds. 
By Mr. Gallagher of Bangor: An 

Act regulating the licensing of minors, 
by school committees, to engage ill 
certain occupations in cities. 

Education. 
By Mr. Jones of China: Remon­

strance of P. W. Dodge and 21 others 
of China against any change of meth­
od of apportionment of State common 
school funds as recommended by a 
legislative committee to inquire 'lnt'" 
the same; also remonstrance of W. ,V. 
Washburn and 19 others of China 
against same; also remonstrance of 
Irving ,V. Reed and seven others of 
China against same; also remon­
strance of C. N. Webber and 13 others 
of China against same; also re­
monstrance of O. F. Sproul and 20 
others of China against same. 

Ways and Bridges. 
By Mr. Jones of' China: Remon­

strance of F. A. Doe and 40 others of 
China against the passage of bill re­
quiring certain vehicles to carry lights 
at night on public highways. 

Inland Fisheries and Game. 
By Mr. Harriman of Cherryfield: 

Petition of Percy Wakefield and seven 
others of Cherryfield, and F. J. Long­
fellow and 19 others of Beddington 
asking that a law be enacted prohib­
iting the digging out of fox dens and 
capturing their young. 

Sea and Shore Fisheries. 

By Mr. Trimble of Calais: Remon­
strance of F. H. Carlow and 39 oth­
ers of Calais against proposed change 
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in sardine la ws; also remonstrance of 
George R. Gardiner and 68 others of 
Calais against same; also remon­
strance of V. M. Wentworth and 12 
others of Calais against same; also 
remonstrance of William E. Mann 
and SO others of Calais against same. 

By Mr. Washburn of Perry: Petition 
of Hmvard "V. Allen and 72 others of 
Robbinston and Perry asking for pas­
sage of bill entitled "An Act for the 
better protection of herring and 11er­
ri!lg fisheries in the waters of St. 
Ccoix HiveI' and Passamaquoddy Bay, 
in the County of Washington; also pe­
tition of James Ross and 65' others for 
same. 

B~' same gentleman: Remonstrance 
of T. Robinson and 11 others against 
any change in the present close time 
on packing of sardines; also remon­
strftnce of E. E. Hobart and 28 others 
agftinst same; also remonstrance of 
C. A. Pottle and five others against 
same; also remonstrance of C. N. F'er­
guson and 23 others against same; 
also remonstrance of E. C. Brown and 
27 others against same; also remon­
strance of L. E. Holmes and 33 oth­
ers against same; also remonstrance 
of S. E. Cox and 39 others against 
samE'. 

Taxation. 
By Mr. Sargent of Portland: An Act 

to amend sub-section two of section 
six of chapter nine of the Revised 
Statutes, relating to exemption of 
property from taxation. ('i'ablect for 
printing pending reference to the com­
mittee on motion by Mr. Sargent.) 

By same gentleman: An Act to 
raise revenue for the support of the 
State government by the levy and col­
lection of a tax on incomes. (Tabled 
for printing pending reference to the 
committee on motion by Mr. Sargent.) 

Reports of Committees. 
Mr. V\'heeler from the committee on 

legal affairs, reported "ought to pass" 
on bill, An Act to amend section one 
of chapter 313 of the Private and Spe­
cial Laws of 1864 entitled "An Act to 
incorporate the Baskahegan Dam 
Company,'" as amended by chapter 
272 of the Private and SpeCial Laws 
of 1903, and by chapter 147 of the 
Private and Special Laws of 1911. 

Mr. Irving from the committee on 
taxation, reported in a new draft and 
"ought t.o pass" bill, An Act to amend 
section two of chapter 74 of the Pub­
lic Laws of 1~09, relative to assessment 
of taxes for street sprinkling. 

'~Ir. Ricker from the committee on 
education, reported in a new draft 
and "ought to pass" resolve in favor 
of Washington 'State Normal School 
at Machias for equipment, repairs and 
permanent improvements. 

MI'. Connors from the committee on 
legal affairs, reported "ought to pass" 
on bill, An Act relating to the Jervis 
Manufacturing Company. 

The repe,rts were accepted and the 
several bills and resolves tabled for 
printing under the joint rules. 

Mr. Peacock from the committee on 
legal affairs, reported "ought to pass" 
on bill, An Act to extend the jurisdic­
tion of' the Kennebec County Agricul­
tural Societ~·. ('I'abled pending accep­
tance of the report of the committee 
on motion by Mr. Peacock.) 

Mr. Connors from the committee on 
legal affairs, reported "ought to pass" 
on bIll, An Act to incorporate the 
Kennebec Realty Company. 

The report was accepted, and this 
bill having been already printed re­
ceived its first and second readings 
and was assigned for to-morrow 
morning for its third reading. 
First Reading of Printed Bills and 

Resolves. 
An Act relating to the inspection of 

lime casl{s. 
An Act to amend chapter 613 of the 

Private ann Special Laws of 1893 en­
titled "An Act to establish the V\Test­
ern Hancock Municipal Court." 

An Act to incorporate the Pleasant 
Hill Cemetery Association in the town 
of ·Webster. 

An Act to amend chapter 30 of the 
Private and 8perial Laws of 1911, au­
thorizing the \Viscasset, Waterville & 
Farrrington Railway Company to dis­
pose of part of the property of said 
Company. 

An Act to authorize the city council 
of the city of Belfast to grant permis­
sion to Matthews Brothers to con­
struct and maintain a suspension 
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bridge over and across Front street in 
said Belfast. 

An Act providing a punishment for 
certain indecent and- immoral of­
fences. 

An Act to amend section 13 of chap­
ter four of the Revised Statutes, as 
amended by chapter 200 of the Public 
Laws of 1909. 

An Act to amend section 38 of chap­
ter 47 of the Revised Statutes, rela­
tive to giving notice of the time and 
place of sale of shares of stock in cor­
porations to pay assessments. 

An Act to amend the charter of the' 
Camden-Rockland "Vater Company. 
(Tabled pending its second reading on 
motion by Mr. Elliott of Thomaston.) 

An Act to incorporate the MadiEon 
Water District. 

An Act to organize the Ashland 
"Vater Company. 

An Act to incorporate the -Lincoln 
Light & Power Company. 

An Act to amend chapter 154 of the 
Pri\"ate and Special Laws -of 1895, as 
amended b:, chapter 156 of the Private 
and Special Laws of 1911, relating t,) 

the charter of the "Viscasset \Vater 
Compan},. 

An Act to authorize Frank \V. Hunt 
& Company to erect and n1aintain a 
bridge across the Matta ,,-amkea;?; 
riv81'. 

An Act to repeal chapter 503 of the 
Private and Speciial La \vs of 1828, a8 
amended by chapter 508 of the Private 
and Special Laws of 1874, and by 
chapter 254 of the Private and Special 
Laws of 187G, relating to the taldng of 
fish in Narraguagus river. 

An Act to permit the shipment once 
in ten days under special license tag 
of 10 pounds of fish caught in Moose­
head lake. 

An Act to regulate fishing in Range­
ley, Cupsuptic and l\1ooselucmeguntic 
Lal{cs. (Tabled pending its secour1 
reading and specially assigned for to­
morrow morning on motion by Mr. 
Austin of Phillips.) 

An Act for the better protection of 
shell fish within the town of Kenne­
bunkport in the county of York. 

An Act to incorporate Connor Plan­
tation. 

An Act to disorganize Plantation 
No.8 in the county of Hancock, 

Resolve in aid of navigation ;lll 
Rangeley, Mooselucmeguntic and Cup­
suptic Lakes. 

Resolve in favor of a highway 
bridge in the Plantation of New Can­
ada. 

Resolve in favor of highway in the 
town of Ripley. 

Resolve in favor of aid in buildinG' 
bridge across Moose river near its 
mouth. 

Resolve in favor of main highway 
leading from the town of Franklin, 
Hancock county, to the town ot 
Cherryfield in "Vashington county. 

Resolve in favor of aid in buldin~ 

bridge across Passadumkeag Stream, 
Grand Falls Plantation. 

Resolve in fa VOl' of aid in repairing 
highway in the town of Cutler. 

Resolvc in aid of building bridge 
across Sandy Stream in the Planta­
tion of Lexington. 

Resolye in favor of bridge across 
Unlculcus Stream in Oxbo\y Planta­
tion, Aroostook county. 

Resolve in fa YOI' of John R. Dins­
more of Kittery. 

Resolve in favor of James R. Hen­
ton of :.\1ilford. 

Passed to Be Engrossed. 
An Act to amend Section 17 of 

CharlIer Go of the Hevised Statutes, 
relating to the administering of the 
oaths required by tho courts of pro­
bate. 

An Act to incorporate the Capitol 
Island Villagc Corporation. 

An Act to extend the charter of the 
Matagamon 'J:'owboat Company. 

An Act to repeal 'Section 1 of Chap­
ter 158, of the Public Laws of 1911, re­
lating to annual examinations of Sav­
ings Banks and Trust Companies. 

An Act to punish the making or use 
of false statements to obtain prop­
erty or credit. (Tabled pending its 
third reading on motion by Mr. 
Plummer of Lisbon.) 

An Act to extend and amend the 
charter of Eastern Maine Railroad. 

An Act to repeal Chapter 199 of the' 
Public Laws of 1911, entitled "An Act 
to provide for the nomination of party 
primary." 
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An Act authorizing the Atlantic Resolve for aid in building road in 
Shore Railway to increase its capital the town of Rockport. 
stock. ('.rabled pending its third read- ResolYe in favor of the town of 
ing on motion by Mr. Mitchell of Kit- Whitneyville for extra expense in re-
tHY.) pairing of bridge. 

An Act to amend Chapter 504 of the Resolve for aid in building road in 
Private and Special Laws of 1889, in- New Canada Plantation. 
corporating the Otter Creek Bridge ResolYe in aid of navigation on Se-
Company. bec Lake. 

An Act to amend the act which ResolYe for aid in repairing Rock-
constitutes the police court for the land-Rockport Trunk Line. 
City of Rockland. Resolve in aid of the educational 

An Act to amend the charter of the work of Greeley Institute. 
Rumford Falls Light & Water Co. ResolYe for money expended by tll(' 

An Act to incorporate the Harvey town of Carthage for maintenance of 
Memorial Crittenton Home. a free High school. 

Res'llve relating to the publication Hesolve to reimburse the tOW11 C: 
of "The Beginnings of Colonial Nob!eboro for money expended for 
Maine." benefit of an insane pauper. 

ResolYe in fay or of Charles Fogg of 1':£'sol\'e for the general mainhnance 
Norway. ::md ~upport of the Univers;ty of :\Icline. 

Resolve in favor of Betsy A. Dyer Rpsolv8 in aid of navigation on the 
for State pension. ';:'ower Lakes. 

Passed to Be Enacted. H0~olve in aid of repairing hlg'h"':lY 
An Act to reyive and extend the in ihe town of Trescott. 

powers of the Litchfield Electrical Hesol\-e in favor of a road in Elliots-
Company. ville plantation. 

An Act to incorporate the "'Iount HeRol"e in favor of raising C{o,l re-
Vernon "Vater & Electric Company. pairing the bridge oyer GarI311d's 

An Act to authorize the Kingman Brook in the town of Mariaville. 
Lumber Company to build and main- Resolve providing a State pension for 
tain piers and booms in Mattawam. Rosa Prentiss. 
keng and J\1ohmkus llivers. Resol\-e providing for additional 

..c~n Act to r(~l1eal the la\vs providing pquiprnt:'nt for ana a n1cthod of lighting' 
for a bounty on bears. the dormitor,- of tile Eastern State 

An Act to repeal Chapter 337 of the l'\r,rmal SCl1001. 
Private and Special La\vs of 18:25 ell- fie sol \'C' proyiding a State I)E'l1sion for 
titled "An Act for the preservation, :H elen J3. Hobart. 
of fish in Piscatal1ua riYer. ]1('so1\·0 pro\'iding for a State pon-

An Act to change the name of Hay- sinn for Dridget Kelly. 
den Lake, so-called, to ,Vesserrunsett Resolve for reimbursement to tl\(' 
Lake. town of Talmadge for certain money 

Finally Passed. 
Resolve in aid of repairing high­

way in the town of Benton. 
Resolve providing a State pension 

for Callie J\T aines. 
Resol\-e )Jroviding a State pension 

for James Lombard. 
Resolve providing a State pension 

for Yinnie E. Saunders. 
Rpso]ve providing a State pension 

for Samuel J. Tarr. 
Resolve providing a State pension 

for Henrietta S. Hodgdon. 
Resolve for the permanent improve­

ment and repair of the New Kendus­
keag Read in the town of Glenburn. 

expended for an insane pauper. 

H,psol\·c proposing an an10ndment to 
the Constitution conferring the right 
of suffrage on women. 

The SPE~-\.KER: This resolve in on 
its final passage, and requires a yote 
of t,vo-thirds of tho members, provid­
in;;' a quorum is present. 

Mr. NT",VBERT of Augusta: Mr. 
Speaker, I have said in this House all 
that I intend to say upon this resolve. 
and I rise nm\' simply to re-affirm, the 
position which I took in this House, 
last ,Yetlnesdny, and ask this House 
to 100], soherly upon this resol\-8. It 
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is on its fi.nal passage, and you will 
have no other opportunity to express 
your conviction. I am willing at any 
time in this House to support a re­
solve referring this great question to 
the women of our State; and when a 
majority of the women of our State 
have expressed a desire for suffrage I 
will not give my support and my vote 
to the passage of a resolve submitting 
the question to the legal voters of this 
State. I speak again, gentlemen, for 
200,000 women of Maine, who are not 
asking for suffrage and who have not 
been here, who are not now here and 
who will not come here. To my mind 
this question is too momentous in its 
~onsequences to the women of our State 
for me or for you to play politics with. 
I am naturally suspicious when I find 
on the floor of this House men of the 
two great parties who are willing to 
stultify a conviction. I am naturally 
suspicious in my mind when I see pol­
iticians of the two great parties trim­
ming their sails to catch the new pass­
ing breeze, willing to exploit the women 
of our State instead of having them 
lifted up, creating a situation where 
they will come down to our level. 

Gentlemen, if I vote alone I shall 
vote against the passage of this resolve, 
today, and I am willing to go before 
the people of this State at any time 
seeking any political preferment upon 
the stand I have taken here. 

Mr. SWIFT of Augusta: Mr. Speaker, 
It has been stated here that the woman 
agitator for equal suffrage is the ex­
ception. That does not alter the fact 
that women believe they should have 
the ballot and would exercise it if 
granted. 

'Ve have no reason to think, even if 
women were obliged to mingle and as­
sociate with men in voting, that they 
would become less womanly. 

Did Florence Nightingale become 
·coarse or degraded while ministering 
to wounded soldiers in Crimea? 

Did Clara Barton, in the midst of 
'Sick and dying soldiers of the Civil 
War, or in any of her work in this 
~ountry or in Europe become any less 
.a pure and noble woman? 

Joan of Arc, we all know was re-

vered and loved by the French people 
and soldiers. Queen Victoria was ever 
considered the most devoted wife and 
mother, notwithstanding the fact tl1at 
in her long reign over the English peo­
ple she was constantly associated with 
men. 

Charles H. Stearns of Pasadena, Cal., 
says: "I have come to look for great 
ultimate good from woman suffrage, 
but I believe it will not be as imme­
diate as many seem to think. The ben­
efit will be reactive. Woman will re­
tain all her womanly charms and will 
take a broader view of life and its 
relations. She will be a better citizen, 
because a more thoughtful intelligent 
individual. She will at least be as 
conscientious in securing for herself 
an intelligent comprenension of the 
civic problems, as is the average man, 
and will be a better, because more in­
telligent, mother and companion. She 
cannot but be in a better position, be­
cause of her enlarged interest, to train 
and direct her children, and who can 
doubt the great ultimate advantage to 
the race? 

Here in Pasadena we have had t\\'o 
elections to decide certain municipal 
problems and also a Presidential pri­
mary, and I know of many women who 
were opposed to the extension of suf­
frage, who have not failed to vote at 
each opportunity." 

Now, gentlemen, this is not senti­
ment, this is not theory, this is :l 
plain statement of facts made by a 
practical man closely observing the 
practical workings of the law in a city 
where women have the ballot and use 
it. 

The people are demanding the right 
and the demand is legitimate to vote 
upon this question, and we cannot con, 
sisten tly as legislators stand here ami 
refuse them this privilege, knowing 
this demand to be State wide. 

We, as members of this house. have 
the power but no moral right to say 
to the people of Maine: You are not 
to be trusted. You shall not vote UpOll 

this question. 
Mr. Speaker: I shall vote to sub­

mit the question of equal suffrage for 
women, to the people. and as Gov 
Hoch said in his lecture, last evening. 
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< You may as \Veil get ready for it. 
It's coming." (Applause.) 

Mr. \VHEELER of South Paris: Mr. 
l"peal(er and gentlemen of the House: 
I do not have any intention of OCcupy­
ing the time of the House, this morn­
ing. in continuing the line Clf discus· 
f'ion which \\"e participated in a few 
days ago. I bt'Jieve we all appreciate 
the advantages of Legislative proce­
dare in this instance which has aI­
I Jwed the hOUse to hear and pass upon 
arguments in fayor of \YOn1an's suf­
frage upon the merits of the question 
itself. No\\', \ye corn!?, this l11orning, t() 

the Jlflrliamentary stage which is not 
{'oncerned particular'ly with the (IUes­
tion of woman's sutlrage as 'I\'e would 
Yot" llpon it at the ]Julls. "'e arc con­
-cprn('cl s()lf'l~~, th18 luorning, \yith the 
qUt'stion of wlwth, r it is acl\'isable to 
submit this matter (0 Ute penple for 
their decision. '1'11(' remar](s v:hich 
are proper to be saiel upnn the me:lS­
ure by the friends of tile n1t':lsure Ila \'(, 
alrea(ly been mudC', :lnd it is my in, 
tention now to solcly second the forct, 
of theh l'en18xl\:;-.; rnade lly the gcnile-· 
111(1n fr0111 ..<\ngu.~ta, \\'ho sits on this 
siele o[ tlll' House Dlr, ;';,yi[L), as op­
f1ose{1 to the genUen]()n fronl Augusta, 
"'ho sits (Ill the oj h(>I' sille of th" 
Honse (;\11', ::'\(',,,])('r(). Inasmuch as 
(lle third l'ctnelil1ate for the, tna\'or of 
~:\ ugu,'...:ta js not entiili.:'d to .spc1ak UpOll 

lh{-:. floor of th~ l-r(J11~(' possibly I Inay 
he sll<'aking for him, I wish it to be 
lmdetslool! 1 hat the fripncls of the 
measnrE' ell) not d('sirp to participate ill 
a disellssion of it mattpl' which will 
lJl'olmlJ]Y go to trw voter: hut at this 
tin10 the i'riC'nds of the measure do in­
sist that the memllPrs of the House 
ought to Yule uvon Uli~ question lnere­
I~' upon the questioll of the referen­
dUlll, This is the <iay of the referen­
dum, They are inLl'rested in this 
question and they are t'ntitle(l to ex­
press their opininn upon its passage, I 
hope the measure, lI'il! haye the requi­
"lte numl.H'r of vott'S to secure its fin­
al passage. 

Mr. DU::,\TON of Belf::tst: ,Yhen the 
first vote was taken on this resol,'e I 
voted in its fayor, I did not hear any 
sufficient argument presented :lgainst 
this resol'l'e to conYince me that 

ought to yote against it, and I fear 
that the main question has not been 
properly considered by us upon whom 
lies the duty to decide it. The plain 
and simple question is whether we 
men of the Maine Legislature shall per­
mit the men "'ho sent us here to act 
for them to express their wishes in re­
lation to this question in the way that 
the Constitution of this State provide,;. 
,Ve an, not here, gpntlcmen, to settle 
questions of this sort. It is beyond 
our province to say 'Iyhether the wo­
men of this Rtat" shall vote, or wheth· 
fer t heo' sha II not. The men who sent 
l1S Ill'rp ~honl([ retain in their own 
bands the po,I'pI' to change th" COll­
stitllLiOl1 that governs al! the doings 
of this Legislature. The sovereign pow­
er tlmt once rested in a King now re­
sicles in the sovereign people of this 
State', and that Constitution which is 
()lIr guide vrovidC'f) thu t \,,"11eno\'('1' u de .. 
sire is t--'xlJ1'p::-,sed to chango that C0n­
stitutiott the ])f·opl<e thumselves shall 
vote upon it. r-rhe question that hUR 
])(~ell agilated ltere largely is this: 
Ought the men of ::\-IainC' to grant the 
1 jghi of suffrage to \\"011 1 f'll, \\'hen the 
real question is: Ought this Lee;is­
lature to permit the men of Maine to 
grnnt, if they see fit, the right to yote 
to the womett of l\Iaine. Is there anY 
prol.Jal)ilit~', gentlemen, t1lat the men 
of this State 'IYlJuld grant the right 
of sulIrage to wOlllen? If not, why 
shall \\'e fenr to submit the question 
to them '! And, gentlemen, if there is 
any probability that the men of Maine 
will so vote what right have we to 
deny them th" right to so grant it? 
Shall we deny these Illen who are the 
soYereign people of this State, and 
who sent us here, that right which 
they reserved to themselYes when they 
made this Constitution? Is it neces­
sary for a majority of the voters of 
this Sta (e to come here and be counted 
in favor of a given question on the 
merits of that question before we are 
justified in submitting it to the people? 
Gentlemen, hm'\' are we to judge 
whether a question of changing the 
Constitution should be submitted to 
the I)('ople? By petitions from the 

people? Petitions haye been poured 

into this Legislature since the first 
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day that resolve was deposited in the 
Legislature asking that the people be 
permitted to vote upon it. This ques­
tion is not a new question. It has 
been agitated year after year; not 
only in this State; but in nearly ev­
ery state in the Union. Ten states. 
as I understand it, have alreadv 
granted the right of suffrage to wo­
men; and this very winter, Nevada, 
Montana, South Dakota, New Yorl, 
and New Jersey-five more states--­
have voted to let the people decide 
that question, which is their ques­
tion and not ours. vYhat are we call­
ed upon today to do, gentlemen? Not 
to decide that plain question on it, 
merits; but to decide whether the 
people of Maine shall be permitted to 
decide it upon its merits. Do we feal' 
the decision? \Vho made US guardians 
of the people who sent us here? VV,' 
are guardians of the Constitution; but 
not of the men who made, and hav.' 
the power and the right to unmake, tll" 
Constitution in whole or in part; ana 
I say that the vote we have taken on 
this question, if we put it upon the 
n1erits of it, is nothing more, ar,_d 
should be regarded as nothing more 
than astra w vote showing how each 
man felt at that time on the main 
question, and how he would vote if 
that main question of giving votes to 
women was submitted to him as "­
voter at the polls. Our duty goes fur­
ther than that, gentlemen. 'Ve are 
not hero simply to represent our in­
dividual opinion on a question of this 
kind. The people of this State hav.' 
sent us here to exercise our judgment 
on most of the matters that come b('­
fore us; but on this rjuestion thev 
have sent us here to obey the mani~ 
fest wish of the people of this State 
that that question be sullmitted w 
them; and gentlem('n of my poIitic:~1 
faith have always held to that prin­
ciple; that has been a principle of 
that party for more than one hundred 
years, that the people were the sover­
eigns, and that the people should rule, 
and that the officers of the people 
should trust the people. 

r I'<ee two years from now, and I 
he~r the Arguments that will be made 
against us, and the charges of incon-

sistency. How many years, gentlemen, 
they will say, has this party of the 
people demandeed that another ques­
~il'n he submitted to the people, and 
111 the question have denied to the peo­
ple the ri:;hts which from that time 
immemorial they have demanded for 
the people? 

Gentlemen, this is not a party ques­
tion. No party, so far as r know, has 
caucused upon it or endeavored to 
bind its members to one side or the 
other of that question; but as indi­
vidu;}'l, honest men, who are here to 
represent the people. T claim that we 
should consider very carefully' this 
side of the qUf.stion wllich has Il~t, I 
believed, received our mature consid­
eration. It I£duees itself, gentlemen, to 
Vlat question-as to whether we shall 
trust the people to decide the question 
which the C·}pstitution £xpressly pro­
vid(Cs it is thf,:r province to settle. A 
majority of this Legislature, gentle­
men-a large majority of this Legisla­
ture-votin" upon tl18 main question, 
I believe, have l'xpresse(j by their votes 
that they, if permitted to \'ote, would; 
vott in favor of suffrage. 1. believe that 
can be taken as an indication, assum­
ing that they hay-e voted upon tha':. 
main questio~l upon its merits, of ho\v 
the men at hl,me would yote upon the 
ITlerits of t:1~f.: question if they ,vere 
IlC'rmitterl to yote. In anEwer to one ob­
jection to this I wish to say that. in the 
homes (Jf .1\lai11(\ ther(_~ aro \vomen, and 
in the~e BalTIC hom("s there are Inen. 
and ;7 the men dedde this question at 
the polls they will d,-, so in the light 
of the cony-ktion of the women in 
their homes; 8nL1 wlwn We submit this 
que~'tion t') the vote of the men of 
Mai'1e we are at thftt same time SUD­
mitting it to the vote of the women, 
and Ellall have thr,ir opinion nnd the 
same expreSf.iOI'l in tile votes of th',:, 
lner. that v.'e wouLl lIaye if it were 
,mbmilted to the votes of the women 
thems-", ves. Do they desire to voto? 
That is n"t 1l'.e quesUcIl. I~ is not 
question tl13t the men banal' the old­
fashioned women of :VIaine. It is not a 
quesLion as to whether the advocates oj' 
this measure go about with long hair 

and dressed in' kimonos, or whether 
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tlleY go about with scant locks on their 
Lea·ls. It is not a question of ridicule; 
it is not a question of the age of chiv­
alry; but it is a questIOn of the age of 
commonsenSe Of t'.1is y(;ar, 1913, and 
not the questicn that was discussed in 
the beginning. Time has changed. This 
is not a political age; but an industri­
al age; £lEd the freedom that the peo­
ple clf this country are clamoring for, 
and need, is not political freedom, but 
industrial freedom. I say to you gen­
tlemEn, that with all these changes of 
condi~ioEs has come a change in the 
sentinlent of the mcn and women of 
this county ;n relatIOn to this ques­
tion. Is the President of the United 
States in favor of it? His state has 
voted to submit to the people. I know 
nol; but I know that there are many 
antiquated (,pinions passed around: 
againft ti-is llWaSUrf,; but I say that it 
should be decided nnt as a question of 
50 years tlgo, 10 years ~lgO, or two years 
ago; hut as a t1uestion of today; and! 
that res'Jlves itself to this: Shall we 
permit the people of the State of ::vruine 
to txpress their wii! at the ballot box 
on this question? (£\pplause) 

Mr. BO\VL1,:H of Bcthd: :Iir. 8peaJ<­
cr, I move tllat " .. hen the vote is taken 
it be tal<en Lv tho ye,ls and nays. 

The SPEAKl<::n: .All tl10se in fayor 
of c1{'n1~,-nLling the YC--'(JS and nays ,yil! 
rise ::u."ld stand in their places. 

A suHlci(~nt number baying (Irisen) 
The yeas and nays \vert:: ordpl'l'c1. 

l\ir. SAHGl";XT of Portland: :Mr. 
Spealzer, I would lil<:e to say just CI_ 

wcrd. I would like tc give my reasons 
why I voted tlt' I did 01(' other day. My 
mother was [en old-fasllioncd woman, 
,dlOrn they talked about so much here 
the othe!' C1;:"lY. She h.ne\\~ 10 times as 
much about the politics of this country 
as my father (jid, about the system of 
goyernnwnt, about tlE' speeches in 
Congrf.:ss and in our Legislature ana. 
everywhero dse. Now, I don't believe in 
s;!bmitting tl,ir< qUpstioll 10 the women 
because thel'e is a large portion of 
them who s«y they do not want to vote, 
and they would Lc poor persons to re­
ff,r It ::0. 1 thin\, the men are 1he bes L 
ones to dedde this, when we come to 
an ",lectL,n. 'Vdl do I rcmcmLer 60 

years ago when my mother told me 
about all klnds Of government. At that 
time the United States was about the, 
only Republican form of government 
we had in the world. At that time my 
rnothu told me about Kings ruling 
over the people, and I remember very 
well asking her how it was that Kings' 
sll')uld ruk 0VEr the- wleole peop,le, and' 
she t(,1d me that they fooled them and 
told them that they couldn't govern 
-.:hems€'!ves. (Applause) 

The SPEAKER: The question before 
the House is on the final passage of 
this reSell",'.) proposing an amendment 
to the Constitution of Maine confer­
~·jng the right of suffrage on women. 
Thos'" in fayor of the final passage of 
this rcsul'le. when their names arc 
called. ,,-j]] ~ns,,-(,r ye~, those opposed 
will 3nS\n,1' no. 'fh(' clerk will call t118 
roll. 
YF:~\ :~..L\llPll . ...:\ 11:-:tin, Ba:~H, Benn, nel1-: 

Ion Hithpl' Bnrnan. Ho\yler, Bragdon o[ 
~uliinltl, B~'ag:cloll of York, Bucklin, "But­
ler, Chick, Cllul'chill, Coc;l11'an. (oo]{, 
lJ(':...;eoteau.x, I)unioll, l)urglYl, FJl11crson, 
Este~, Farnhanl, Fa!Tar, F'nlso111. 
Franck, C;o1'don, Greenlcuf of .... ..\.U1)UI'11. 
Cil'('(,lllt'af of Otistield, Haines, l-lnnn.'111, 
J-[al'pE'l', l-iiggjn~, 1-Tod~::do.ll, J-Intellln:::, 
11'yil1'" ,Ju!ln:-:or, .Jone::::, Kllnball, Lp(ll'Y, 
LCYf-'iliC', }1:11 :-:t (; 11 , J\latlde~on, :\·_~('nl'hlE'. 
~TeFa<lden, :,'\Jetcalf. ),Iitcl1dl of }Z1t~pry, 
11iichell of ...'\(,WPUlt. ::\looen·;, l\101'J'J~'()1l, 
Xub'_'. O'Connell, Pp(lcock, Pen(llcton,'- ,Pe­
ters, l'eV-"l':-"on, Pitcher, f'lUllll1h'l', .l\}cll­
~1l'(lsoll. Hic1,vl', ftobt'rt~, HOUSS(';Jll .. :-:'an-: 
llo!'n :-:;,lr""('nt ~l\:pltoil . .-:I}(illill, ~nl1~11 of 
..:\Ul1l'Jl"n. ;--::~Ylitl\ of Patt(,ll, Srnitll of Pitts­
llc'hl :-:;rnith of PI PSljl1f> 1_:-::1(', Spf'l1cer, 
:-:;t(\ll'l\.';'~, :--~tpY('n:-:;, Stlial't, ;"::'tl1l'gi~, .~;\\'ift, 
TaylO1', Tholl1h:-.:, Tilo111P:-;0I1, ~ ! ol)e~', 
rr'l'inlhh-" TITon, T\YOll1bly, (l1}plll'f':'-", 
\~ioll)tte, \\'-a~Jllnll'n. \Y~ttprhouse, \\,llt'el­
PI' \\~inchC'l1haugh \Y'i;-:e-SQ, 

X-\Y'-Bo};:111(1,' rh'P111Hln, I~l'o~~;n, ('ba(l-
1)~11;'11(,: C],ll'k or jl(j]'11aIHl. l'~<lrk. of Xe\v 
POl't],lll(l, COlll1()}':-:. CI'owpll, (;111'1'1('1', CYl', 
lhlyi:-;. I)ollerty, 1 Jonoynn, 1)1' ... :::8.')', 1)11i1-
11;11" I'~aton, J'~lrll'l(lge, _ Elliott, Gallngller, 
C:ll11:lC'jlP, Canlnel', <ioonwin, Ilnllcnc1{, 
ITnl'J'ilna11. Ha<..:kt--'ll. l1ogall, .}Fnnlllg:-:;: 
T(t'l10(, 1(dle1l('j' of 1'01 tl:lllcl, J-:dleh\'l' o[ 
\YatH'~'llle, Ln\Yl':'-', LC'T1el, Libby, lHfL~'on, 
-:\Iax\ycl1. ~ff'r1'ill, 11il(lon, -:\I()q.~'.;ln, 
~Tor:-;(' X('wbert, Packnnl, Prir~e, J ut­
n;1111, 'Quinn, I~obinson. Holic', ~l1C'~'m~ll1, 
Snow, ~prague, Stetson. S\vett, Yt'aton--
53. 

.. \ BSEXT :-l<:a~tln:t n, .1 f'nkins, Leader. 
}Inybl11'Y, J\Iorneull, ppnJ;;:~, j~aJll~:;ay, 
~nl1d(,l'~on, -'::ca t('~-9, 

The SPE"\KI~n: Eighty-nine hav­
ing- voter! in the affirmative and 5~ in 
th'c, nf'gati",e, the resoh'e fails of a 
final passage. 
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Orders of the Day. 
'1'he SPEAKER: The Chair will 

take up in order matters that come 
oft' of the table at this time accord. 
ing to the order which was passed 
by the House. The first matter in 
order passed by the House. 'l.'he first 
matter in order for consideration un­
der that order passed by the House 
is House Document No. 353, bill, an 
Act relating to the charter of the city 
of Bangor. 

On motion by Mr. Gallagher of 
Bangor the bill was referred to the 
committee on legal affairs. 

The SPEAKER: The next matter 
for consideration is bill, an Act to 
provide for instruction in road build­
ing in the public schools. 

On motion by 1\11'. Mitchell of l\'ew­
port this bill was referred to the com­
mittee on education. 

'['he SPEAKER: '1'he next mn.tter 
for consideration is bill, an Act to 
amend Chapter 489 of the Private and 
Special Laws of 1901 entitled "An 
Act to supply the town of Lubec with 
pure water." 

Mr. Mcl!~adden of Lubec moved that 
the matter be laid upon the table. 

The SPEAKER: The pending ques­
tion on this bill is concurrent action 
with the Senate in referring the bill 
to the next Legislature. 

Mr. AUSTIN of Phillips: :\'Ir. 
Speaker, I want to say for the in­
formation of the House that I have 
absolutely no interest in this matter 
at all, personally or otherwise, but it 
s('cms to me that at this stage of the 
session it would be wise to clear our 
calendar as far 9.S possible. I under­
stand there is no possible way to­
wards getting the consent of the 
Senate in entertaining matters of pri­
vate and special legislation; and if 
that is the case, :lnd if I am correct­
ly inform('d that the Senate refuses 
to entertain these matters of private 
and special legislation which have 
('orne in sinef' the time expired for the 
receipt of such matters, it would seem 
to be wise and expedient to get them 
off from the calendar. I do not want 
the gentleman from Lubec (Mr. Mc-

Fadden) to think however that I have 
any enmity to this proposed leg'is­
tlion, and if he prefers to have it 
laIC! upon the table for further con­
sideration I have nothing to say. 

Mr. MCFADDEN of Lubec: Mr. 
Speaker, this is a matter of consider­
able importance to the people of Lu­
bec, Hnd I thought that there might 
be some possible way later on if the 
matter could b~ laid on the table 
where there might be some agreement 
reached in order that it might be 
acted upon. That was my only ob­
ject in having it laid upon the table, 
and if the House will grant that per­
mission, I "'ould like to have it so 
remain. 

The question being upon the motion 
to lay the bill upon the table, 

'1'he motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER: The next matter 
for consideration is bill, An Act to 
permit the town of Pittsfield to ob­
tain a pure water supply. 

Mr. Smith of Pittsfield moved that 
the bill be laid upon the table and 
specially assigned for consideration, 
on Wednesday of next wee1" 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER: The next matter 
for consideration is bill, Hn Act to 
ircorporate the Pittsfield Water Dis­
tric-t. The pending question on this 
matter is concurrent action with the 
Senate in referring the bill to the next 
Legislature. 

Mr. Smith of Pittsfield moved that 
the bill be laid upon the table and 
specially assigned for consideration, 
on vVednesday on next week. 

'The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER: The next matter 
for consideration is bill, an Act ait­
thori'l.ing the city of Bangor to supply 
the town of Hampden with water. 
The pending question in connection 
with this bill is concurrent action with 
the Senate in referring the bill to the 
next Legislature. 

Mr. GALLAGHER of Bangor: Mr. 
Speaker, I should like to have that 
bill lay upon the table for a day or 
two because I think I can arrange in 
the course of the next day or two so 
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that it can be disposed of, and fol' 
that reason I move that it be re­
tabled. I want it to be kept before 
the committee on legal affairs in con­
nection with the bill relating to a new 
charter for the city of Bangor. 

The motion was agreed to, and the 
bill was re-tabled. 

The SPEAKER: The next matter 
for consideration is bill, an Act to 
enlarge the powers and jurisdiction of 
the Western. Somerset municipal 
court. The pending question is the 
third reading of the bill. 

On motion by Mr. Dunbar of Jones­
port, the bill was laid upon the table. 

The SPEAKER: The next matter 
for consideration is bill, an Act to 
incorporate the trustees of the John 
B. Curtis Free Public Library in 
bradford. The pending question is 
concurrent action with the Senate in 
referring the bill to the next Legis­
lature. 

On motion 
Corinth the 
table. 

by Mr. 
bill was 

Morrison of 
laid upon the 

The SPEAKER: Thc next matter 
for consideration is bill, An Act to es­
tablish a uniform poll tax. The pend­
ing qllestion is the third reading of the 
bill. 

Mr. Tr\'ing of Caribou mO\'ed that 
the bill be gi\'en its third reading. 

Mr. Plummer of Lisbon offered House 
Amendment A, by adding after the 
word "be" in the fifth line of Section 
one tho \yords I'not more than;" also 
in Section two, line five, '.fter the word 
"to" the words "not more than." 

Mr. PLUM:vrER: Mr. Speaker, my 
object in offering this amendment is 
to make the matter of poll tax uniform 
in each town. It is discretionary now 
with the town to have any limit within 
one dollar and three dollars. I do 'lot 
bdic\'e in a poll tax. I do not tUnk 
it a just tax. We talk about double 
taxation of mortgages, but the poll tax 
is as much double taxation as is a tax 
on mortgages. But regardless of that 
question, we ha\'e heard some discus­
sion l1erc, t11is morning, in regard to 
locnl option. I don't know whether the 
gentlemen helie\'e only in local option 

on the rum question, or whether they 
believe in local option as a general 
proposition. 

The poll tax is a tax that is collected 
purely for local purposes. The United 
States government collects its tax 
largely from customs and internal rev­
enue in the way that it sees fit; the 
State of Maine collects its revenue also 
from such sources as it sees fit. I see 
no reason why each town also should 
and from such sources as seem good to 
it. I submit, Mr. Speaker, that the in­
habitants of any town are just as com­
petent to decide whether they want poll 
taxes, and how much that poll tax 
should be, as this Legislature is. As 
has been suggested, this morning, we 
are not here as guardians of the peo­
ple; we are here merely with delegated 
authority to act in matters concerning 
which they cannot very well act :or 
themselves. For that reason Mr. 
Speaker, I trust that the motion to 
amend will prevail. 

Mr. BOMAN of Vinalhaven: Mr. 
Speaker, I belie\'e the position taken by 
the gentleman from Lisbon (Mr. Plum­
mer) is correct. I haye had some ex­
perience in town affairs, and I ha\'e 
always believed that each town should 
have unlimited power to govern its 
own affairs, and I do not see any rea­
son why this bill should be adopted. 
Why should not towns be allowed to 
apportion their taxes as th ey see fit'? 
Some towns wish to ha\'e a small pol1 
tax and other towns wish to ha\'e a 
large poll tax. Permit me to say that 
our town has a poll tax of three dol­
lars, and it seems to be only just and 
right; but ,,'hy should not a town, if 
they so desire, have their pol1 tax two 
dollars or one dollar if they wish. I 
think that each town is absolutely able 
to decide that question for themselves, 
and I hope the amendment will be 
adopted. 

Mr. NE,YDERT of Augusta: Mr. 
Speaker, I see no reason why we should 
not ha'\le a uniform poll tax. The city 
of Augusta hall a poll tax of four dol­
lars, and cut it down to three dollars 
and then cut again to two dollars. It 
is my opinion that this city has no 
desire to raise its poll tax; certainly 
it is satisfied with the two dollar poll 
tax. It seems to me that there cer-
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tainly should be local option in the 
matter of assessing of poll tax. If the 
city of Portland is satiSfied with two 
dollars, the city of Augusta with two 
dollars, and other towns with three, 
and some with four, I should leave it 
to the citizens of those towns to decide. 
As a citizen of Augusta, representing 
Augusta here, I simply object to a 
uniform three dollar poll tax because 
I think the city of Augusta is perfect­
ly satisfied to assess two dollars. 

Mr. IRVING of Caribou: Mr. Speak­
er, I wish to place before the House 
the finding of tIle committee, and why 
they voted to recommend the passage 
of this bill. There appeared before the 
committee several witnesses, who testi­
fied in regard to this difficulty, that 
,,'here adjoining towns had different 
poll taxes there was considerable in­
convenience, the transient people or 
working men would make their resi­
dence temporarily in the place wlLere 
the small poll tax was paid, and fre­
quently the collectors were presented 
','itll a receipt for a poll tax paid in an 

no lower limit, but that the town may 
vote to assess no poll tax. 

It is not a question as to whether 
it shall be one or two or three dollars, 
but whether it shall be uniformly three 
or whether it shali return to the old 
law which makes it not greater than 
three nor less than one, or whether if 
you adopt this amendment which 
practically throws the matter wide 
open and returns it to the discretion 
of every town, whether they shall have 
a poll tax or not. 

Mr. BOMAN of Vinalhaven: Mr. 
Speaker, in reply to the gentleman 
frem Caribou (Mr. Irving) I wiII say 
that there are men everywhere who 
are jumping their taxes, paying no 
poll tax or property tax, and who put 
their property away where you can­
not reach it. 

Mr. SARGEK'r of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, the poll tax is one of the 
most unjust taxes t11at we ever had. 
It makes the man who cannot earn 
more than fifty cen ts or a dollar a day 

adjoining town, a poll tax of one ,101- pay just as much as a man who gets 
lar or possibly two dollars, in lieu of $20 or $25 a day. It is unjust, and 
that three dollars that the collector if lye are going to make a uniform 
would present a hill for to the p8rty tax let us make it at one dollar. 
wh0 was scheduled as a citizen of that Mr. HOLli'E of Portland: Mr. 
to\Vll. Speaker, the position I take upon this 

The. avera~e poll tax paid iYl the question is this, that the younger men 
State, as I recall it,was a trifie under growing up have manhood enough 
$2,70. It 'I'as also indirectly rL'eom- about them that they want to pay 
mendRd by the department that it something to\\'''rr1s helpmg the com­
would 1)0 nlUch more conl'cnient and munity in Wllich they reside. I think 
much easier and e'1ually as uniform that is t11e first elf'ment of the poll 
for all the citizens of the State, to make tax question. I (1on't assun1e for a 
the poll tax uniform. It is true that moment that any YOlillg man growing 
there were those wllo appeared before up Ivishes us to e:,:empt him from 
the committee and advocated a [loll h0lping in that matter. The (juestion 
tax of one do]!ar. ,Ve approach tile of the gel1tkman from Caribou (::\11'. 
mattpI'-and it is a matter for tile Irl"ing) makes it very much compli, 
House to decide-,'our committoe de- cated fc'r the aSSeSsors in the differ­
cir1er1 that it would be well to rc~('()m- cnt to',Yns to ,IAsess the tax, which 
mend the passage of this bill wIdell may lJ8 $2.00 in one to\yn or ~3,OO and 
provides that all citizens shall P<1:1' n $~,OO in another to \\'11. For example, 
po!! t<lX of three dollars wherel'er they a man having property back in a town, 
may reside, TIle present law provides if he is cO unfortunate as to own real 
tllat he may pay a poll tax of not eslate, he may be paying $100, $200 
greater than tIn'ee nor less than one or $:300 tax in that tmyn and he ha~ 
dollar. 'l'he amendment which is of- no privileges aGd g2tS no direct re­
fercd makes the same proyision as: to sults from the improvements, the 
the three dollars, lyut it also prOYi(1C'S, p,ehools or roads or anything in that 
as I understand it, that there shall l,e lo\\'n, w],ile the man ,.-ho simply pays 
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a poll tax is getting all the benefits 
that any man living in that town can 
get. I take it that all men are willing 
to contribute a small proportion l f 
their earnings for th" support and for 
the good of the community; and 
therefore 1 am in favor directly of a 
uniform tax, and I think three dollars 
is low enough for the tax. 

:\fr. DL'RGIN of Milo: 1 want to 
say a word why 1 am in favor of ,1 

uniform poll tax. East of the town of 
Milo is the plantation of Lake View 
and many of our young men worl, 
there. They have no family; they 
are transients. They are there the 
first day of April, and work in the fac­
tories and shops there, and are as­
sessed a poll tax of $2. Our assessors 
assess a poll tax of $3 and later, ,,,hen 
they attempt to collect it, the young 
men come up and S2Y, "1 have are· 
ceipt for my poll tax. I paid it at Lal{e 
Yie,,-." The town of Brownville, north 
of us, my recollection is they have .1 

$2 poll tax, and the same question 
arises as to the ,'oung men working 
tlwre, and whib there is no doubt that 
the young r:..cn's tax shnllh~ hp pnin in 
the to'''n of Milo, yc:t you ,,,ill see at 
once it ,,-onld cost ten limes as muc'1 
to c(Jllect it as the to\"n would get 
hD.ck. Thc fellow bas paJd his tax 
8. nd he lIas sho\yn his receipt; they 
~dnlpiy 1()fC0 thc' tax. It ,SeC111S to n1.(-, 
in ylew (If this question \\'hich aris83 
~n frPl !ucnLly in to\\T1S that there 
::311c111.-1 1)(' :l. uniCOi.'1l1 poll tax. It 
\':orl:;:s no harcls:lip Ipon auy une. 
'T'}11'C'C dOll:11'S is: not so larg'e tlla~ any 
~-olnl';' 111un. or ;'--IJY poll tax payer, 
\\"oJl;]ll llf:-;(\c] to t hl'u\\" UT) his }l(~ad v('rv 

Jl1c,,:h io hayc:, 10 pn,':. It SC;C111S to nJ.8 
1,Yl' coulL! g~-,t 1'1(1 (,f i his di11iclllty anll 
n~;x-llp of pZ"L~-il1g l:lX in OlH~ to\yn 
\':b'll 11" ought to j):lY it in another; 
and .so T anl in Ll\Y('r of the bill. 

:\!j'. PLL~\nIErt of Lis];on: The!'e 
are> onl) 01' t ~\'TO poinb3 brought UI) here: 
\\"1:1('11 it ~(-,C'rn~3 to 1ne aI(~ ,rery (·asily 
l1H-'t. Tlu: {jut-'slicIl of (lodging tax has 
1-\{,{~!1 h1'l~ugllt up h€'re-lhat a nla~l 

\;'i[[ E"l,Y":C 10 sntl10 other to~\Yn. s·) 
f~)l' 83 I kn nv, by tho la,Ys of he 
~-'t~,l{' uL ~\I<tilll'. a 111al1 has a I'7ght 10 

live -'~yh('r(; lle \\":1nl-'3 to in tl1is Sta~c; 

()l' (",'en lo leave it; and if he sees tlL 

to live in some particular town by 
reason of the fact that the poll tax is 
lower there, or to claim his residence 
there by reason of the fact that the 
poll tax is lower than in the town 
which thinks it ought to have h!s 
money, why all that town has to do to 
get him back, or to hold him at least, 
is to put the tax down. It need not 
legislate that the other towns put its 
tax up. 

Now, another thing has been stated 
by the gentleman; that no young man 
wantA to be exempt. There is nothing 
in this amendment that exempts peo­
ple from a poll tax unless it is so 
voted in a town. As to a man pay­
ing a tax in another town for which 
he gets no benefit, it looks to me like 
a man showing poor business judg­
ment, and 1 do not know that more 
legislation of uniform poll tax, and 
that is all it wanted, why did not it 
put it don to one dollar, which is the 
law limit now, or why, even, did it not 
put it at two dollars, which is the 
medium limit, and which many of the 
large cities and towns in the State-­
Portland, and 1 think Lewiston and 
AL1gllsta-charge~ ,Vhy did not it put 
it at that? No; it saw fit to take the 
extreme that the present law allows. 
But 1 submit to yeu, :\Tr. Spealcer, and 
gentlemen, that there is no man with­
in the A011l1d of my voice here, or 
outside of it either, tlmt can give any 
reason "'hy a poll tax should be $:1 
ra thor tha n $2 or $1 or $10; and thero 
is no m,m, so far as 1 ever knew, tha t 
atte111pted to ]'('asol1 it out in a logi­
cal 111annor. Man,' of us ,,'('nt into 
our town mcotings, last :Monday, and 
\\TC r;:-lls",(l a cE'l'tain amount for ex­
])2nsC"s for the eon1ing' :,-~e(tr. On the 
fir;;t clay of Apri], ;lnd thcreaft('r, the 
S81P(,1 mr'n of the to\vn ''lill go around 
and ",iil IJlacc a valnation upon tho 
]w.1]1Crt,· ef the to,,'n. 'Taking out this 
]1')]] tax, whatever it may ])e, the re­
mainder will be assessed against the 
eSla t('s of the town, anel wi 11 be ar­
ri'.~C'(1 at by a logic:ll and nlathcmrrti­
enl process. That is to say, a8 you 
(Ill kno\v. tIle selectnlen, or assessors, 
wlll divide the amount raised l)y the 
total valuation, and that will give 

thom the rate on tho dollar or on 
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the thousand. Having taken that, 
they say to A, B, C and D figuring 
up the valuation of your property 
your tax is so much. I will not now 
say that is a just tax; but I say there 
is a way that it can be arrived at 
mathematically; but I say that there 
is no man here that can tell why he 
thinks a poll tax ought to be three 
dollars, or two dollars, or one dollar, 
or any other number of dollars. You 
can ask yourself, gentlemen, the 
question. If you can answer that 
question fairly in your own minds, 
then vote to put the poll tax wher­
ever you think it ought to be. If you 
cannot answer that question fairly jin 
your own minds, and give yourself a 
satisfactory reason-a logical reason·~ 
a reason that you can define logically 
and mathematically, then at least 
vote, if you cannot vote to dispense 
with the poll tax altogether, to give 
any town that finally concludes it :is 
wise enough--if wise it be-and hon­
est enough-if honest it be-to follow 
out its own conclusion; any town 
that canot see why a poll tax should 
be three dollars, two dollars, or one 
dollar, let that town decide for it­
self that it won't have a poll tax or 
that it will fix it at that rate c,r 
amount at which it does arrive by 
such reasrming as it can utili7-e. On 
the vote I call for yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Lisbon, Mr. Plummer, demands 
the yeas and nays. Those favoring 
the demand will rise and stand in 
their places. 

A sufficient number not havin.g 
arisen, 

The yeas and nays were not ordereCi. 
The question being upon the adop­

A division was had, and the amend­
ment was lost. 

Mr. Plummer then offered House 
Amendment C, to amend by striking 
out the word "three," wherever it oc­
curs in Section 1 and 2, and inserting 
in place thereof the word "one". 

Mr. NEWBEoRT of Augusta: I do 
not object to the two dollar tax, be­
cause it is what we are living under 
in this city, but I do object to a uni .. 
form poll tax, and I move that the 
bill and amendment be laid upon the 
table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER: The next matter 
for consideration is bill, an Act to 
provide for the State certification of 
all teachers in the public schools. 
The pending question is the third 
reading of the bill. 

Mr. JONES of China: Mr. Speaker, 
after consultation with the gentleman 
from Bethel, (Mr. Bowler) it was de­
cided that we should consider this 
question, this, morning. Before he 
came to me I had intended to have, 
this matter specially assigned for 
some day next week, but as he was 
willing to take it up, this morning, 1 
think it would be well to clean up our 
calendar as fast as we can. 

Mr. Speaker, this act is one that is 
very important; it is important. as I 
consider it, especially to the rural 
districts. This is House Document 
No. 238, and I wish to take a little of 
the time of the House in reading from 
it. The first part of the bill perhaps 
need not be read. I wish to call at­
tention to Section 3, which is as fol­
lows; 

tion of the amendment A, 
Mr. Newbert of Augusta 

a division. 

"Sect. 3. Certificates of qualification 
called for signed by the State superintendent of 

A division being had, 43 voted in 
favor of the adoption of the amend­
ment, and 65 ag·ainst. 

So the amendment was lost. 
Mr. Plummer then offered Housl~ 

Amendment B, to amend by striking 
out the word "three' and inserting in 
pJace thereof the word "one" in the 
fifth line of Section 1 and 2. 

The question being on the adoption 
of House Amendment B, 

public schools shall be granted to all can· 
didates who pass satisfactory examina­
tions in such branches as are required or 
permitted by law to be taught In the 
public schools and who in other respects 
fulfill the proper requirements, provIded. 
however, that no person unless he is 17 
years of age and has completed a stand­
ard High school or academy course shall 
be eligible for a certificate. Such cer­
tificate shall be either probationary or 
permanent and shall indicate the grade 
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of schools which the person named Ulere­
in is qualified to teach. Provided, how­
ever, that the certificate may be granted 
without the examination herein prescrib­
ed to graduates of colleges and Maine 
State Normal ~chools, or of other normal 
training schools having a two-years 
course for graduates of High schools or 
academics, and to teachers of two years' 
service and satisfactory fitness, on the 
presentation of such evidence of fitness 
and under such special conditions as the 
State superintendent of public scnools 
may prescribe. Provided, further, that 
certificates may, under the rUles pre­
scribed by the State superintendent, be 
granted to persons holding State certifi­
cates granted by authority of other 
states. Provided, further, that any cer­
tificate granted under this or any pre­
ceding act may for sufficient cause be 
revoked and annuled." 

Section 4 of the bill provides as follows: 
"Sect. 4. A list of persons so certifi­

cated shall be kept in the office of the 
State superintendent of public scnools 
and copies of the same with such infor­
mation as may be desired shall be sent 
to school committees and superintendents 
upon their request." 

Kow, Mr. Speaker and gentlemen, 1 
wish to appeal to you for your candid 
consideration of this matter. It is a 
matter which affects every town in the 
State of Maine, especially the rural sec­
tions of our State where the young men 
and young womon are growing up to 
manhood and womanhood, and who are 
being educated as best they can in those 
rural sections. And can you deny them 
the privilege of going into a school and 
teaching when the superintenc1ent of 
those schools says that they are quali­
fied? Are you going to legislate this 
right out of the hands of the people of 
the towns? Th,ey have the right now to 
certify a teacher, after an examination, 
after they think that she is qualified to 
perform the duties in any particular 
school in that town. I submit, that the 
law as it is now is ample and is just, and 
to legislate this out of the hands of the 
towns and putting it under the control 
of one man is a very drastic measure. 

There arc many things to be consid­
erpil in connection with this matter, 
things that you should look at carefully 

and candidly. I am from a town and I 
am not ashamed of it, and I am going to 
stand for the interests of the towns. We 
have these young men and young women 
who desire to teach school, those people 
who will not go before the State super­
intendent in order to get a certificate, 
but who will go before the superinten­
dent of their town who is amply quali­
fied to do justice by the schools of that 
town. Does the State superintendent of 
schools pretend to know more about 
your schools in your town, 50 miles or 
100 miles from here, than do your own 
people, your superintending school com­
mittee and your supervisor? No, I say 
he does not. But are we to come here or 
to any place in the State of Maine that 
he may designate, and bow before him 
and ask for a'-certificate? 

Mr. Speaker and gentlemen, I claIm it 
is an injustice to the young men and 
young women who are growing up In our 
State. Perhaps my opponents in this case 
will argue that other states have it. That 
is very true. Other states have a law to 
execute a man for murder by electricity 
or by hanging, but does the State of 
Maine have it? Not at all. We have 
sent from this State of Maine, from our 
good old Pine Tree State, into other 
states of this Union men who have been 
honoreil and respeeteil before the coun­
try, men who have made honored teach­
ers, and yet they never had a certIhcate 
from the State superintenilent of public 
schools of the State of Maine. They are 
just as competent to gO forth and teach 
in the public schools. in the colleges and 
aC'ndpmies as they eVE'r were. I want to 
appenl to you. gpntlemen, to do justice 
by these towns. Give tbem the ri~ht to 
cprtifv any tpacher that may COme he­
fore thi'm, nny teacher who Is nunlifien 
to nNform the duties in their sc110018. 

'I'l1e'rp is a pD0Y'ileil to thi", mE'a Sl1re. 
J\fr. ~n"a}~er. the Sl1m of ~lOno. Wl1ich 
is tAken ol1t of the common s(,11001 
fllnil whkh ShOll1il go to p<'Ill('atp those 
rhililr('n. ,\Vllat is this for? Hnsn't tl1e 
State sll]wrintpnilent of s('h001". to<'lav. 
it "f,lnr," snffiripnt withont takine- this 
money I"'·av from the 11{)Or chililren? 
I Rm sinc·pre in this mRtter. gentlempn, 
hut T r1R im n'R t the citips will henpfi t 
wheTP the towns will be deprived of it. 
You know, and I know that ut th," 
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present time, as the country towns are 
sitCiated, that it costs a great deal of 
money tn transport these children in 
the country schools, something which 
the cities do not have to bear in the 
way of expense. The children are los­
ing the b')nefit of that money which is 
to go into the cost of transportation. 
I am going to be very brief, as I told: 
you, but I am going to leave it entire­
"ly in your hands, for you to do as in 
your wisdom you will see fit to do. Mr. 
Speaker, I move the indefinite post­
ponement of this bill. 

Mr. BOMAN of Vinalhaven. Mr. 
Speaker, I do not propose to tire the 
HO~lse in relation to this matter, but I 
{mly wish to say that I do not agree 
witll the gentleman from China (Mr. 
Jones). If the supeTintendent of schools 
in overy town in this State were qual­
ified to know what was required 0:: a 
g00d t-2acher, I would have no ob}"c­
ti011. But I hardly believe, Mr. Speak­
er that eVE'ry superintendent of schools 
in' 0ur State is qualified. I believe this 
provision ;s a good one. I have observ­
ed sometimes that teachers are em­
ployed just because they belong to 
particular families, and I have no 
dO'ubt Lut in a great many cases to,rns 
have rc('eivcd very poor teachers. I be­
lieve the rural schools have just as 
good tc:al'heI'S' as the schools in cities, 
and as I say, I believe this is a good 
provision. 

::\11'. BO'WEll of Dethel: Mr. Spcal,cr, 
and gentlemen Gf the House: ,Ve are 
all a. bit lired, and I do not propusG 
to inflict a spe"ch upon you at this 
time I can agree with the gentleman 
fl"C'l11 China that tl"[" question that ,ye 
haye before us f0r consideration is an 
impcrtant one. He 8<lYS that. it is .an 
impcrtant one becailse it deals WIth 
the teachers of our district 8chools-
0" our rur81 schools-and I want to 
t~ll you, gent.lemen, that it seems to 
me that it is an important one because 
it treats cr deals with the boys and 
o.irls of thoee rural schools. ::,\ow, he 
~a3 toW us, or lws pictured to us, that 
DUt from those district schools. have 
o'one men ,vho have shone in Ule fll'nw­
~lcnt of prm;TC'SS in oth"r statl's; but 
he does not t"Il ns that bad, in rh'J 
higlw:ays and. byw::tys there are thou-

sauds and thousands of men and wo­
men who have not been able to shina 
in the firmament of progress of other 
states because their educational ad­
vaptages have not been what they 
should have been. Now, gentlemen, I 
staud before you, this morning, as a 
living example of one of these men. I 
know what it is to be born back here 
in one Of these country towns. I knoW 
what it is to grow up to the age of 16 
or 17 years and have nothing but what 
little education I could pick up from 
a girl porha,ps a year above me-a 
year older at least; just these same 
killd of teachers that the gentleman 
From China is picturing to us, this 
mOl ning. He tall,s about taking the 
power from the superintendents of our 
schools. I have in mind now one super­
intendent 0: schools that lives next to 
me. I do not want to get too near 
home; it is quite a ,yays from me; but 
[ am going to tell you, gentlemen, h'3 
cannot reckon the simple interest on a 
prc'missory note, and yet he ;8 defin­
int; the quaHfications of teachers that 
will te2ch his boys, and my boys, and 
the other felloW'S boys. These things 
ou,,-lIt not so to be. Gentlemen. W9 

",;st let this question rest upon its 
merits. It is no argument to say that 
the city is getting more advantages 
than the country, or anything of that 
kinu. ,Ve, gentlemen, 8.re all citizens of 
th", old State of :Maine, and I trust we 
"re all in tcrested in this great cause 
of education; and I trust we will do 
oU]' duty in relation to the education­
al Bvstem of our State and "'ill h01d 
up tllG State's hands as best 'we can in 
(.ducation::Ll m8.ttel'S. ]\'0"', this bill 
tllat has been before our educational 
cOlnrnittE e sin1ply pro\'ides, 88 has bcea 
b(-'211 said, and the gentleman frorn 
Chin:l. has read the bill, that there be 
some standard of certification in our 
~c];ools; and what better hands can 
lYe place it in to determino that stand­
ard than our educational department"? 
,Vhere shall we place it? Shall we 
place it in the hands of "Z5 superi,:­
tendents sc~~ttered over the State; III 

men ,yho !1aye obtained their office 

largely through politics? You gentle­

\r.en ,,'he come from the country knoW 
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something ahout the qualifications of 
these ptople I have referrtd to. Now, 
where shall we place it, if we have the 
interests of the boys and girls of Main8 
at lwart·? If we do believe in the fu­
ture, in the gro-wth and progress of 
our State, and if we do want 
to !'lee our boys and girls edu­
cated and stand shoulder, to shoul­
der \vith the boys and girls of other 
states? ,Yhat shall we do, gentlemen'? 
'Ve shall give them a better grade 
of teachers than they are haying at 
the present time; and it is for this 
purpose only that we ask you to sup­
port this bill. All the purposes of this 
bill is for that end. Xo\\" as I said 
before, this !Jas been before our edu­
cational c0111mittee; \YO have consider­
ed it honestly, earnestly and carefully, 
and we haye reported upon it unani­
mously. Stop and think for one mo­
ment that the State of Mane is spend­
ing, today, $3,000,000 for education; and 
I want to remind you that this $3,000,000 
comes from direct taxation; I want to 
remind you that there is not another 
State in this Union in which illPre i.e: 
such a direct tax for education; and 
this must be said in credit of the State 
of lYlaine. I want to say in connection 
"'ith this, there arc but three other 
States in this Union in which Uwre is 
nut an educational sU.uHlarc1 c1efine(l by 
the educational departments of these 
stales. Tn otller words, tllerc is a sys-

any doubt in this matter? Should we 
not consider this; and is it asking too 
much to say that our educational de­
partment, in whoom we vut all confi­
dence-because I am not going to have 
anybody stand up here and cry down 
the head of our educational department. 
You and 1, gentlemen, pride ourselves 
in this fact,-that the man who stands 
at the head of our educational depart­
ment in this' State stands without a 
peer in the educational circles of this 
county. (Applause.) And, gentlemen, 
I say we shall do well if we put this 
matter in the hands of our educators. 
They study our propositions, and they 
know what the schools of Maine want. 
I need not say anything more along 
tllis line. I am going to leaye the mat­
ter in your lJands. I am going to de­
pend upon the intelligence and fair­
ness of this I-louse. I am sure that you 
pe0ple are interested in the cause of 
er1ucation, and tlmt you understand the 
force of this bill and can readily ap­
preciate tl10 fact that it will proye of 
positi\'e yalue to our Maine schools if 
enacted into law; and I know you arc 
going to plact~ yourselves, today, on 
reeord as standing with the other states 
of illis nation, \\'110 ha\'e taken this 
ac1n'.nc('d step in e(lucation. In full 
confi(lenee tllat you \yill act fairly and 
\yisely I leaye the 111ft tter in your hands, 
and I trust the motion of til(> g-entle­
m"n from China will not preyail. (Ap­
Illnus0.) 

:\fr. COOK of V3ssal1101'o: Mr. Speak­
er, I (10 not propose to say Illuch up­
on t1lis question, but tllere :11'e a fp\y 

minor fE'atnn~s ,,·])iC'h 11:1. \'c been 
brought ont (0 whicll I will ref'er. This 
l)ill before the 1 louse h3 [111 adnlinistra­
tion lJill, it comes from tllll Rtate e(lu­
cational dCP~u'Lnlent, anu it bas 1I(>P11 

i.ll()l1g-bt out and \vrought nnt \\'i111 
nlucll care, not (lfter a fc,v daJ~s, but 
after a fcw \\'('cl{s or a few months. 
It bas been a long tinlC in tIle consic1-
erali01l of that department at Ow head 
of ,,\'hie-h, as the gentleman from Detll-

. ten1 oC Stat,~ certification in l:\'('l'Y otl1E'l' 
state- ill (his Union but four. And shall 
this State appropriating, ~lS a doC'~, 

$3,000,000 lJ~' direct taxatIOn. ]",,'e noth­
jng to say cOI1cerning the qualificatior,s 
of UH! teachers t.hat shall 11;]"'8 cll:Jrge 
of our scl100187 Is this rig-lit, gClltk-
1nen? \\""c are boasting of our Dl'O,::!;­
ress. 'Ye are looking to progress al()ll;~ 
t1H' lines of n'ledicine, scit-'J1ce and agri­
culture, ol'chartlillg, [l.,n(l all sorts cf 
thillP:S. \\·t~ are not crying' t1)osp things 
dO\\'ll. \,~TE' have State boanls Clf PX(lln­

iners, Doctors cannot practice ,yitllout 
an eX:llnillation; tile dcntis(s canno1_; 
lu\yycl'S cannot, cic., ant1 so On. ]~ut 

how about the teachers, in whose hands 
:\'l1U and I have committed all that the, 

(\1 (1\11'. HO"lylcr) said. \\'e haY8 a Inan 
to lJC' proud of, a nlan \\,110 is rccng--
1!ihP{l tll1'Ollghout the countr)~ in ec1u-

,YO,'!c1 hoWs dear to us. These (('ao11- catiun81 circles as a leuclcL .L\nc1 
ers are moulding and shaping the c1\'s- \yolllc1n't you rather entrust tl,,:) c('r­

til'}, of your boys and mine. lJaye \YU tifi,-aUon of teachers in your town, the 
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rural towns especially, to the guidance 
of such a hand? 

As it is now, in the rural towns they 
get along as cheaply as they can. 
Some child, who is a little brighter 
than her school mates, is invited to 
teach the school, and she leaves her 
classes and turns around and faces 
the scholars and goes to teaching when 
she should be at the desk as a pupil 
for two years longer or four years long­
er; and when she comes before these 
rural boards for examination she gets 
about as much of an examination as 
she would if they had simply asked 
her, "How old is Ann?" That is to say, 
she gets no examination at all. The 
gentleman from China (Mr. Jones) 
seems to think and tries to make you 
think that this is something against 
the rural school. vVhy, bless you, the 
whole inception of the thing is in fa·­
vor of the rural schools, in fa VOl' o:E 
the country towns rather than in favor 
of the city schools. In the city schools 
their teachers are sufficiently educated 
and sufficiently examined, and it is 
just simply to help out the country 
towns. 

Someone has introduced a bm for a 
minimum wage, but I claim it is too 
early now for a minimum wage. These 
rural teachers are getting all they are 
worth today; you don't want to raise 
their salary because they are not worth 
it, and they are not worth what they 
are getting in many and many of these 
country schools. For what reason do you 
want to make a minimum wage for these 
teachers who are not worth their salt'~ 

First get this bill through and let It be 
in operation for a series of years until 
we have gotten teachers who are worth 
more pay, and then we will put in a bill 
providing for a minimum wage. Let us 
not get the cart before the horse. 

This does not come on suddenly, as you 
will see by the bill. upon the towns be-· 
fore they are prepared for it, The bill 
provides for a future application of its 
provisions, so that we can get ready for 
it. It provides that teachers already in 
service can keep on, so that it shall not 
be a hardship to these country towns. 
Now, as has been said, the State 01' 
Maine is pouring out money in vast 
luantities to educate the children 01' 

these country schools, and will you have 
it wasted as it is being wasted now or 
will you put some kind of a test upon 
it, so that it can be spent wisely and so 
that we can get value for the dollars we 
are putting out. You wouldn't have to 
come here to Augusta as the gentleman 
from China (Mr. Jones) implies, you 
wouldn't have to come to the State su­
perintendent to get your examination, to 
get your State certificate, but you could 
take those examinations in the rural 
towns, and the examinations there will 
be before the local boards, but they 
should be examinations such as are ex­
aminations and not a farce of an exam­
ination such as we have been having. 
(Applause.) 

Mr. O'CONNELL of Milford: Mr. 
Speaker, I merely wish to speal, in re­
gard to section five of this bill. Some of 
my constituents have mentioned t •• " mat­
ter to me and have asked me to oppose 
it, This section mentions cities, towns 
and plantations in this State. There is 
a question whether a school in a planta­
tion can be handled the same as a senoo! 
in a city. In some of the plantations 
they have schools with only four or five 
pupils; it is a State school and they 
draw State money. Where are you going 
to get a teacher who has passeL! an ex­
amination and who has a State certifi­
cate, who will gO into a town or planta­
tion with just a few pupils and wIth a. 
school which is kept open for only three 
months of the year? 

There are girls who have been to High 
school three years and who, during their 
vacations, go to these plantations and 
teach, and they are glad to get them in 
the plantations, and they are recommen<l­
ed by the principals of the High school, 
and they are glad to get them from the 
fact that they cannot get anybody else. 
l'\obody knows better how to control the 
schools in the small towns than the 
school board of that town. There may be 
some members of the school board who 
are not qualified, but the voters have an 
opportunity to discover that fact, When 
you stop and think of 600 cities, towns 
and plantations in this State, the teacher 
who passes an examination for a State 
c"rtificate is not Roing in there to those 
plantations for three, four or five dol­
lars a week, and the teacher is not going 
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to .ila.,'e a State certiticate for four or said, \ye have today in our Nannal 
Ill·" little children. I should almost fa- schools these classes for them to prac­
for this bill being referred back to the tice upon; and by this bill, it seems to 
Lommittee. That word "plantations" me, that in order to do so they would 
does not belong in that bill. You cannot have to get a certillcate before they 
handle plantations and cities and handle could go on with their worlt. I think this 
them alike. You already have a bill in- is loosely drawn, and ought to be recom­
traduced in tni8 House that says the mitted. 

Bchool mill tax shall be apportioned by Mr. BO\VLER of Bethel: I think it is 
the attendance of your scholars and not necessary to make a bit of explanation 
be the number vf scholars in the town. 
It is not an cClualization of the school tax, in regard to this bill further, the ques-
and when you le,lve that word "planta- tiOll having been raised that we cannot 

get the teachers up there in the planta­
tions" in there it is an injUstice. I have tiOl1s. I have a lot of these plantations 
nothing to .'::lay' in regard to the l'equirc- in my county, and I find they are pretty 
ments of the school committee; I have 
nothing to say about our State superin­
tendent of schools. but there is no one 
man in this State WIlD can control all 

progressive up there and are looking for 
good teachers, and usually get good 
teachers up there. Lct us remember 
that we have now a law which allows 

these schools and especially the smaller the State certification of teachers; and 
~chools, ::lnd \vhere al'(~ you going to get for the past fe\v years exanlinations have 
a teacher with a State certificate to go been held through this State, as you 
a,yay up into northprn 1Taine and teach 
Fchool for $15 or $18 a week? I think know, and many of our teachers have al­

ready taken advantage of these exami­
nations. and today hold State certificates. 
It is only to the few who have not done 
that that this bill applies. I may say 
that we have today in the State of Maine 
about 600 teachers out of 7000 In our 
schools ·who have not further education 
than they could obtain in the common 

th('re should be a sliding scale on this 
bill, citic~ or large to","ns on ODe scale 
and plantations on the other. I think 
the bill is unfnir, and I think the gentle­
man from China (Mr. Jones) has taken 
a good stand, a stand for the people who 
cannot afford to send th eir children to a 
city and who cannot get a teacher fo], 
their school if you put this bill through. schools. This bill is not directed at them 

particularly, but it is to mnke it possible 
::\11'. l\I..t~T1-ITESOX of Uang'dcy: I be- thnt ,ve mrry r('move thoRe teacl)ers ,vho 

~:~~'~~e~~:~nsL\~e::il~n~:lo~~ ~heh;~~;~~;~~n':~ ;;:~oo~.ot T~~~c::n~~: tr~l;~~f:~ret:e t;~~~ 
anogs the way (Mr. O'CouneU). \Ye have 
a system now of cntillcation. Of course to rememb0r in regard to it. and that is 
it is not compulsory, and I do not be- this: That any boyar girl who has al­

ready taught t,yO years is entitled to re­
ceive a State certillcate without taking 
an examination. There are a lot of girls 
teaching today who ought not to be 
teaching; but if they hold their job (lawn 
for two years it will be presumed that 
they have some flualincations for teach­
ing-, and in order that we may keep this 
supply of teachers we are talking- anout 
we have said this: That any person who 
has taught two years need not take the 
examination. If You will look at the bill 
carefully you will Ilnd it is mild and will 
not bring injury upon anybody: but it is 
simply a bill that provides some start 
towarns hRving a >;t"te board that shall 
oetermine the rtualifications of those who 

lieve in lTIaldng it COlTIpul~ol'Y for tho 
very reason that 1110.st any young man or 
woman "ho is trying to Ilt t1lCmselYes 
fa teachers will be willing to take the 
exalllinatioll without being obliged to. 
Today I think it is a fact that in au 
J'\ormal schools we have the primary and 
intermediate grades in these for ihese 
:,oung people to practice uPon and train 
themsel\'es. ,Vould you oblige them to 
have a certillcate before they could do 
that? I think this measure will certain­
ly worlt a considerable hardship in the 
plnntaliolts: HncI J <10 not see why the 
young 111en or young women in these 
remote sections should not havo a chance 
to try [mel sec if they can Ilt themselves 
so as to enter our Normal schools and teach our boys and girls. 

pursue the higher course. As I have Mr. O'COXNELL of Milford: Mr. 
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Speaker, we already have a law that 
requires State teachers to have ccr· 
tificates. If that law exists, what is 
the object of this law? This bill pro· 
vides in Section 6, as follows: 

"Whoever teaches a public schu()1 
without first obtaining a State teach· 
er's certificate or a temporary teach, 
ing permit as herein provided, forfeit" 
not exceeding the sum contracted for 
his duH\ wages, for each day he So 

teaches. and is barred from receivin~' 
pay therefor." 

As the law exists, today, all teach .. 
el's in large to'wns, or towns of me .. 
dium size, have their certificates, and 
if they do not have them somebody hail 
not done their duty, and they shoulc: 
have them. Thfl cities and towns are 
not liable to a fine, but the teachers 
in tho small schools are liable to 0-

fine because they know that these 
young girls cannot pass an examina­
tion required in order to teach schoo, 
in a eity like Augusta or Dangor. Thh 
bill is aimed at the smail towns, and I 
think it is your business, gentlemen., 
to defeat this measure and support thE: 
motion of the gentleman from Chin::! 
(Mr. Jones). 

Mr. PEACOCK of Readfield: Mr 
Speaker, I want to say that for 20 
years I have had a practical experi­
ence in school affairs in the count.ry. 
I l{now nothing ahout the schools in 
the cities; I believe in everyt.hing thaI 
is progressive along educational linps, 
and everything that will benefit our 
boys and girls. I beelievee in thee pro­
visions of this bill, but I ,,,ant briefly 
to call attention to one section \\'hicl: 
I think is a trifie vicious. This bili 
proyides that eYf'ry one obtaining [, 
ccrtillcatee must be a graduate of a 
High school or a Normal school or c. 
teacher of rccogni:<ed standing. It: 
Section G of this 1Jill it provides thelt 
the State superintendent may admit 
a teacher to teach for one year, or, in 
other words, on satisfactory evidence 
may issuo a non-renewable certificate 
for one year. I think that section is '1 

little vicious for the reason that if a 
person obtaining a temporary certifi-­
<'ate for one year and maldng good, .r 
<'an see absolutely no reason why that 
person should not be permitted to con-

tinue in our schoolS. It seems to 111U 

that is a vicious provision and should 
be eliminated. 

I want to say that from my person­
ttl experience I know that the girl or 
the PQY Who holds a certificate or a 
ciiploma from a High school or Normal 
Elchool is not always qualified to teach. 
1: know from my own experience that 
Elome of the boys and girls who haVe 
eome from the rural towns of the 
!State of Maine and who have never 
seen the inside of a Seminary or Nor­
mal school have made some of the best 
teachers who ever stood in the State 
of Maine, and SO successful were they 
in their work that they were called. 
to Massachusetts and to other states. 

NON, g('ntlemen, the certification of 
a tf'acher who is a, graduate of a High 
school or Normal school never made a 
teacher in this world and never will. I 
am ill favor of this bill, provided that 
this claUf;e in Section 5 be omitted. And 
I want to say right here that if I 
thought this bill was a solution of all 
the difficulties '''hich \\'e encounter ill 
our to,Yl1S and ,yould: ('Ruse our SUllC'l'­
Lrtcnding school committees to be 
upon a higher plane and do all the 
things that ought to be done to make 
Ollr schools better, I would not ask 
for this provision to he eliminated. 
But 1 am going to [lsk tllat this mat­
ter he either tabled for a week or t.hat 
it be recommitted to the committee 
with the ideo of impro\'ing thG provis­
ions of Section G. I am not opposing the 
bill, and <IS I say, I beJieY8 in progress, 
but my belief is founded upon this 
fact, tllat ,'cu cannot shove UDon the 
pennie of the State of Maine -or any 
othd' state n. law so drastic tba t they 
will accept it \Yithout a murmur. If 
this clause in S(,r-tion 5 is changed in 
some \Yay you ",iii find that the people 
in the rural sections of our State \nll 
acce)'1t it. 

I want to say right hae also, :\Ir. 
.spea1-:er, and it is a matter tllat every 
teacher kno,Ys, that the time when 
you need ~he best teacher is \\'hen your 
boys and g-irls are young: if they get 
started right and if they have good 
teachers when they first go into the 
schools they will get a foundation that 
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will insure future success; but if you 
get a poor teacher you will have poor 
pupils. So, gentlemen, don't be afraid 
to put in high priced teachers for your 
small children, because I believe that 
is th8 foundation of the whole thing; 
and therefore, Mr. Speaker, I move 
that this matter be tabled in order that 
all amendment may be offered. 

Mr. KEHOE of Portland: I have 
never been a school teacher. I have 
no special object in this bill; but I 
think afkr we have had two hours' 
discussion on any matter, or an hour 
and it half, at: the present time of this 
sesskn w.e ought to dispose of tltis 
matter. If we put all the bills that come 
before us on the table, and wait until 
every mpmher is absolutely satisfied 
with every section, wc· will sit here un­
til li.::xt July. I thinl{ there. should be 
some limit to this matter. I believe 
that the men v,ho are in favor of tl18 
principles of the bill Ehould vote fori t, 
and that those '''ho are opposed to the 
priileiples of the hill should vote 
agaim,t it. I believe in having the ed­
ucatinnal lines the best we can pro­
C',lro for the cities, towns and planta­
tions. I uo not lwlieve in mal(ing the 
jJlantfltions the dog in this maUer, anLl 
in trying it out on tho dog. I helic,'e 
the l)lantations should haVe the samo 
protcction the towns <1n<-1. citiC's have. 
J\ly brOU1f'r 1:rom Milford (Mr. O'Con­
nell) rt"ul a part of eleclion G; but l1e 
did Hot road tl18 \\'1101" of it. He rais",d 
t"8 cJ)ju'lion tl1"t the planUltiuns 
couLl not afford to have c;ertiliul 
tc'a('hc·rs. If he had I''-"ad the next cln US" 

h(e ,,·oulll haY8 found that it provided 
"tha t any person not holding a State 
cerlil1cate may be granted not moro 
than one temporary non-rene,vah)e 
teaching permit fur a )1eriod not to ex­
veet1 one year, such permit to be issued 
upon C'xamination by the superintend­
(en t (,f schools ot the t"'\I1." That \\oulcl 
be the sll]lerinttTldents of sehools in 
the !)Imllations. Tlmt entirely meets 
his ',.b.i~ction. On tile otlwr hand, my 
brother frc,m Hcadlldd (.Mr.Pcacock) 

thinks th:1 t is a vicious I1roposition. 

So J'ou can sec h"'" hard it is going to 

be i() meet all tile objections. I say it 

is too late to put it on the table" and 

I hope the matter will be disposed of, 
this morning. 

The SPEAKER: The question is on 
the motion of the gentleman from 
Readfield (Mr. Peacock) that the mat­
ier be laid upon the table, which mo­
tion is not debatable. All those in fa­
vor of the motion that the matter be 
laid upon the table will say yea; those 
opposed will soy no. 

A viva voce vote being taken, 
'l'lle motion was lost. 
Tho SPEAKER: The question now 

recurs upon the motion of the gen tle­
man from China, Mr. Jones, that this 
bill be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. Jones of China moved that the 
yeas and nays Joe ordered, and subse­
quently withdre\\' his motion. 

The SPEAKER: Those in favor of 
the motion of tlw gentleman from 
China, Mr. Jones, tltat this bill be in­
definitely postponed, will rise and stam1 
until counted. 

A division being had, 13 yoted in the 
affi1'matin' and 70 in the negatiYe. 

So tl18 motion was lost. 
Tlte SPEAI"::ER: Tlte question no\\' 

recurs on tile motion of the gentleman 
from Dethel (Mr. Howler) that this bill 
1'ccc·ino its tllin1 reading and he pHsst'd 
to IJe engrossed. 

::\fr. Jones of China moy(',l that the 
hill 1)1' laid upon th" tahle penc1ing its 
ti1irrl rf':1ding. 

The 1110tiUi1 \\-as lost. 
:\ I r. 1 ;(l:\L" X of Yinalha \'(In: ::\Ir. 

81)('<11<el", if I ~llll in order, I '\'l)ul(l 
1110\'P tllat lllr~ lJill be reconllnittecl to 
tile ("(lllllnittt'P. 

Tlte SPE"\ KEH: The Chair \I'ill 
state tlwt tIle motion is in on101'. 

~"\ yh-u \'0('(' y()le huing' iaken, 
rrhe nlotiOll ,,,as lost. 
The f.\PE..;\l~Ert: Those in fayor of 

tile 1110tinn of Ole gentIe111an fronl 
Dethel (l\1r. Dowler) that this bill r8-
('ph'e its third reading and be passed 
to he PI15-!,Tosscc1 \,"ill Ray yes; those 01)­
]JosHl will Sel,. no. 

~..\ yl\~a \T(lC(' yote heing' taken, 
TIE' lnotiull ,vas agTPp(l to, and i IIp 

j'il1 rl:l(,pj\T(,<.1 its third reading and ,\-as 
passed to he engrossed. 

Tllp SPEA KKR: Tlw 11,'xt matter for 
('oflsiuPl'atiol1 is resnl\-e in favor of 
paying c0rtain hills contracted for 
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placing a rail in the rear of the House 
of Hepresentatiyes, and marking rhe 
members' desks. This bill was tabled 
on motion by the gentleman from 
vVestbrook, Mr. Scates, tho pend:ing 
question is roference to the commit­
tee. 

Mr. Austin of Phillips moye(\ that the 
resol,'" lw referred to tlw committee 
on appropriations and financial af­
fairs. 

The !Dotion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKEH: 'L'he next matter for 
cOl1Jlideration is the majority and mi­
nority reports of the committee on tax­
ation to whkh was referred Ordor, "for 
inYE,stigation of taxation of money in­
YC'sted in real estate mortgages, and 
consi(\ering whether or not Chapter 179 
of tho Public; Laws of 1911 should be 
repeale<l and reporting by hill or oth­
er'Yise," ll1ajority reporting, "legisla­
tion inexpedient," minority report:ng 
"Bill, An Act to repeal Chapter 179 of 
Public La,vs of 1911, providing for the 
exemption of .:vlortgages on Heal Esta.te 
from Taxation." '1'lle pending question 
is thc a(\option of either of these re­
ports. 

.VIr. IrYing of Caribou moved that 
the majority reoort lJe accepted. 

Mr. PU'l'NAM of Houlton: Mr. 
Speaker, this is a pretty important 
question an(\ I think it ought to be 
discussed more . or less hefore the 
House votes upon it. I had hoped to 
sun'ive this session without attempt­
ing to make a speech; but this maiter 
is of such vital importance to the 
township which I represent and to the 
poor man and the man of modernte 
mcans all over this State that I can 
hardly refrain at this time from put­
ting myself on record with somethi.ng 
beside a mere vote. 

The question has engaged the at­
tention of several sessions of the Leg­
islature. Two years ago a law was 
enacted exempting from taxat.!on 
money at interest secured by mort­
gage upon r('al estate. At this ses­
sion of the Legislature an order was 
introduced and passed which instruct­
ed the committee on taxation to in­
quire into the advisability of repeal­
ing the law which was enacted two 
years ago. The committee on taxa-

tion gave a public hearing on this 
matter, and there appeared at that 
hearing in favor of the present law 
several bankers and real estate brok­
ers from the cit.y of Portland, and a 
g'entlernan from Bangor, an eminent 
gentleman who is worth his hundreds 
of thousands. They appeared there, 
as they said, representing t.he cause 
of the poor man, the widow and the 
orphan. In fact, so persistent were 
they in referring to the widows and 
orphans that it struck me that the 
Act was misnamed, and that it should 
klve been named "an Act for the 
benefit of widows and orphnns." 

Now, the chief argument which has 
hppn urged cvery time this question 
has lJpon discussed is that to tax 
mortg'agc,s and also tax the property 
clcscribed in Lile mort.g-agc is double 
taxation. As I understand it, double 
taxation is \vhen you tax the same 
piece of propert.y twice when it ought 
only to bc taxed once. In this parti­
cular instance we 118ve t.wo distinct 
classes of propert.y, personal property 
on the one hand and real estate on 
the othH'. Tho fact that a mortgage 
i::; pcr.sonal property i~ well estab­
lisiled; it is e\'i([enced by Lhe fact that 
upon the death of a man his mort­
gage goes t.o Lhe administrator or the 
personal representative rather than to 
tile heirs direct; and when a mort­
gage 1,YUS taxed it ,vas al"\.vays taxed 
where the mortgagee resides, regard­
less of the rescription of the pr,)perty 
in the mortgage. 

)\nd if you will bear with me for a 
moment:, I will read an ('xprcssion 
from an opinion of one of t.he cOllrts 
of this country, in (1iscussing a mort­
gage in this way: 

"Being thus a species of property 
distinct from other property, its own­
cr or holder, when residing within th,o 
State, is assessed and taxed as the 
owner of money in LIse, and not upon 
an interest in the land, which is mere· 
Iy pledged as security for the return 
of the money loaned. Land is usefUl 
and productive, and its value is esti­
mated, for the purposes of taxation, 
in accordance with its income and use­
fulness. So a mortgage represents .'\, 
debt which has value and produces an 
income, and its yalue should be esti-
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mated accordingly, for like purposes. 
The products of the soil constitute the 
income of the owner. 'rhe interest on 
the money loaned constitutes the in­
come of the holder of the mortgage. 
The two species of property are en­
tirely separate, represent different val­
ues; and, on principle, it would seem, 
each should contribute a just share of 
the burdens of government, however 
difIicult it may be in practice to have 
each owner do so." 

Now, in regard to the question of 
double taxation-and so far as I can 

and there was just one of two things for 
the town to do, either to raise the valu­
ation or its rate of taxation. It was 
necessary on the same basis to raise the 
rate of taxation five mills. 

Kow, gentlemen, it seems to me that 
the members of this House will not re­
turn to their constituents and tell them 
that they voted in favor of a law which 
took from the shoulders of the rich man 
Ids just share of taxation and placed an 
additional burden on the shoulders of the 
poor man; and, Mr. Speaker, I move 
that when a vote is taken on this ques­
tion that it be taken by the yeas and find, there is nothing illegal about 

double taxation. I find in Lawyer's nays. 
Reports Annotated where the question Mr. ROLWE of Portland: Mr. 
\\ as summed up as follows: Speaker, I won't be very long in what 

"The great ,,"eight of authority holdS, I have to say. You will remember that 
as ~l legal proposition, that the taxa- the Good Book says that "gvery way 
tiun of the mortgage to the mortgagee of man secmeth right in his own 
and of the real estale at ilS full value eyes." Now, looking at this question 
to the mortgagor or owner does not from my standpoint, I look at it in 
lonstitute double taxation. this way, that no law in the State of 
It seems to me that a poor man has Maine has eYer been enacted that ha,3 

just about enough to do to pay his bills; done so little hurt and so much gooc1 
he has his tax to pay and lle has to bor- to the poorer classes of people in the 
row money to pay interest, and it would State of M·aine as has the present law 
seem in all equity and justice that the which we are now discussing. Any 
money lender or tlle rich man, which- man if he has money to invest can at 
ever you may term him, should pay his the present time invest it in a savingJ 
just proportion of the tax. bank with interest at four and one-

Another argument which has been ad- half per cent., and in the average 
vanced in favor of the present law was towns in the State of Maine the av­
that if you exempted the mortgages from eragc rate of taxation is almost two 
taxation you would necessarily lower the cents. No\v, what in the name of 
rate of interest. I talked with the reg- common-sense is the use of a man 
ister of deeds of Aroostook county the lending another one money at six per 
other day and he told me that the rate of cent. and paying a tax of more than 
interest at the present time was greater two per cent. when he can invest it 
than it was two years ago, before this in the savings banks and pay no tax 
law was enacted. This law gives a great and get four and a half per cent? It 
opportunity to a man to dodge his taxes resolves itself right down to this onA 
if he wants to. For instance, for the thing, that he can loan his money UPOfl 

purposes of illustration, I might borrow real estate to any worthy man at a 
$10,000 from our honorable Speaker. I lower rate of interest under the pres­
might give him back a mortgage covering ent existing law than he could if you 
a plot of land worth $5. Now that money were to do away with this la'W. Be­
which he loaned me, and for which he is side that, gentlemen, if the people of 
receiving 6 per cent. or 8 per cent. inter- Aroostook county cannot hire money 
est is entirely exempt under that. I for less than they have in years bacl" 
would like to give you a practical ilIus- then I say they had better move out 
tration of the working of this law. In of Aroostook county into other parts 
the year 1911 in the town of Houlton of the State, where you can do so, be­
there was the sum of $314,500 of money cause this condition exists in no other 
at interest which was taxed. This new part of the State of Maine as far as 
law entirely eliminated that property, my knowledge goes. 
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If you were to repeal tpis law at 
the presEnt time you would place very 
many hardships upon the men who 
have mortgaged their property at the 
present time. For this reason many 
people who have money in the savings 
banks have taken it out and loaned it 
at the rate of six per cent. If this 
law is j'epealed they may force the 
man to pay it back and it would cre­
ate a hardship' upon him, in order to 
place it back in the savings bank 
where he does not have to pay a tax. 

Mr. MARSTON of Skowhegan: Mr. 
Speaker, I want to say for the bene­
fit of the gentleman from Portland 
(Mr. Rolfe) that there is one other 
community beside Aroostook county 
where the facts, as stated by the gen­
tleman from Houlton, are true, and 
that is in Somerset county. I am not 
going to make any speech upon this 
matter, but I hope that the motion will 
not prevail. 

Mr. AUSTIN of Phillips: Mr. 
Speaker, I do not propose to discuss 
this matter at length, neither from the 
position that this is a poor man's leg­
islation nor a rich man's legislation" 
but I want to cal! the attention of the 
members of the House to just what 
were the provisions of the law of 1911. 
Chapter 179 says that Section 6 of 
Chapter 9 of the Revised Statutes is 
hereby amended by adding at the 
close of said Section the following 
paragraph: "All loans of money mad,.) 
by. an individual or corporation and 
secured by mortgage on real estate sit­
uated in this State." 

Now, I submit that according to the 
letter of that law all loans of money 
made by an individual or corporation 
ani! secured by mortgage-whether or 
not it is pretty good reasoning that 
with a little stretch of the law sav­
ings banks and trust companies may 
and should also be exempt from taxa­
tion on the amount of money thep 
have invested in real estate mort­
gages.. As I say, I am not duscussing 
this from the standpoint of a poor 
man or a rich man. I am simply dis­
cussing it from the pOint of view of 
one looking at the future revenue of 
this State. There is now pending be­
fore thE' committee on taxation a bill 

which specifically mentions savings 
banks and trust companies as being 
exempt, as to their funds invested in 
real estate mortgages. Why shouldn't 
they be exempt if a private individual 
or a corporation is exempt? What 
would such exemption bring about? 
It would bring about a loss of revenue 
to this State of $70,519. That is 
something to be considered. Is the 
man hiring money in any section of 
the State of Maine, today, getting it 
even one-half per cent cheaper frOlTl 
the fact that this property is exempt 
from taxation? If he is not, it is not 
a help to the borrower of money or 
the poor man. I will submit to you 
further whether even the small money 
lender can be considered in the cate­
gory of the poor man. FnallY, I wi.ll 
submit to you as to whether you can 
longer compel the trust companies 
and savings banks of this State to 
pay a tax of identically the same 
amount on the same kind of property 
that private individuals are exempt 
from paying un. 

Mr. SARGENT of Portland: Mr. 
Speaker, I have had fifty years' ex­
perience in hiring money, and for th'~ 
last thirty years I have hired any­
where from $10,000 to $20,000, and I 
have paid as high as 12 per cent. If 
you waive this tax on mortgages the 
man who hires the money has to pay, 
he has to pay an extra tax. In reality 
the State is not losing a dollar by re­
pealing this tax on mortgages. I have 
looked up the assessor's reports, and 
the argument has been made that if 
we repealed this tax on mortgages we 
would lose $5,000,000, and what is it 
that they are now paying on money at 
interest, over $6,000,000. Take it in 
the whole State of Maine. and there 
is more money taxed at interest today 
than there was in 1906. You may pass 
al! these laws you have a mind to, 
and you cannot tax the man who 
lends the money. He won't be taxed. 
He will take it in the name of some­
body in Boston, Chicago, or somewhere 
else, and dodge the whole thing. 1 
was talking with one of the members 
of the Aroostook county delegation 
when 'we wanted to repeal this la w 

and he said he was going to vote to 
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take the tax off of the rich man. Some 
men want to get 12 per cent. for their 
money. I paid 12 per cent. for money 
when this law was in existence. Take 
it thirty years ago, and I guess I paid 
a tax on 25 per cent. of what I was 
worth. The State is not losing any­
thing by repealing the tax on mort­
gages. This was one of the worst 
laws that we ever had in this State. 
and we have demonstrated the fact 
that the State is not losing any money 
by this measure, but giving it to tl::P 
poor man. 

Mr. IRVING of Caribou: Mr. Speaker, 
it has been suggested, and I make the 
motion that the House take a reCess until 
7.30 o'clock this evening. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will state 
that the House by an order granted the 
use of the Hall of Representatives to Dr. 
VV. V. Fisher for a lecture this evening. 

Mr. IRVING: Then I withdraw my 
motion, Mr. Speaker. I wish to state 
now and here that this is not a local is­
sue; it is a State-wide matter, and was 
considered by the majority of the com­
mittee on taxation as such. There ap­
peared in opposltTon to the repeal or that 
law as it now exists men from different 
parts of the State. They were not all 
bankers and neither were they all weal. 
thy men. The point upon which your 
committee decided to vote rested upon 
the effect of the law as generally applied 
to the State at large. I wish to call at­
tention to the only town in the entire 
State appearing in favor of the repeal, 
and it appeared In evidence there, and It 
has been repeated on this fioor, that they 
were the losel to the extent of five mill~ 
valuation in their tax. I simply state 
that the town of Houlton in 1910 assessed 
at the rate of 24~ mills, in 1911 at the rate 
of 24 mills, and In 1910 at the rate of 24 
mills. 

Now, if the contention of the gentlE'­
man from Houlton, (Mr. Putnam) is 
correct, that it cost an increased five 
mills, their rate would have been 2~ 

mills. But what in all probability has 
oc~urred? It has been proven that th" 
rew·al of taxation on mortgages has 
brought int.) the town of Houlton and 
caused invpstment increasing their val­
uation so that they did not increase the 
rate of taxation That is the contention 

that ,vas m~de by those opposed to the 
repeal of the law. They removed this 
bm"dc,n which ultimately falls upon the 
borrower, caused money to remain in 
the state and investments to be made 
upon property upon which taxation 
could be had, which becomes a profit 
to the town. I yield to no man in my 
desire to have taxation placed upon 
Lhe weHlthy man, if you can accom­
plish it; but I E'ay that at no time in 
the hi:;;tory of this or ''lny other coun­
try has it ever occurred that you could 
corner bonds and money, for the sim­
ple reason that money is king; it is 
that which we are all reaching out for; 
it is that which every industry under 
the sun is getting incorporated for; it 
is the whole thing. 

In the "tate of Massachusetts they 
passed a law taxing equities. The ink 
was scarcely dry upon the bill enacting 
that hw before the printing presses 
were (ltriking out instruments in the 
shape of a new form ,)f mortgage in 
which was incorporated a clause to 
the effect that the borrower should pay 
the tax. Has the law iI; any single in­
stance succeeded in aceomplishing the 
purpose fOl: ,,~;-hich it ;;\ias originated. 
In my own personal experience and 
observation I emphatically state that 
it has utterly and absolutely failed. It 
all comes back to the borrower, and 
he must pay it. The gentleman from 
Portland (Mr. Sargent), who appeared 
before our committee, neglected to 
state in the course of his remarks that 
while he paid 12 per cent. at one time, 
he is borrowing all the money he wish­
es, today, at 5 per cent. In my own 
town of Caribou they tried to ~tdopt a 
method by penalizing one or morE' of 
Our money lenders. 'J'hey went to th" 
records and found that we had one 
who had several thousand dollars worth 
of real estate mortgages, and they pen­
alized him for that, and he went be­
fore the selectmen and established the 
fact that he had disposed of part of 
them, and that everyone of the re­
maining number had been cut down. 
Wouldn't it be better that all of this 
$70,000,000, which has been mentioned 
as being invested out of the State, and 
in all probability invested there because 
of this tax,-wouldn't it be better that 
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a portion of that money be brought 
back into the State for the purpose of 
developing the State. 

It has been said here that we would 
lose $75,000. In the event that this bill 
should be passed exempting savings 
banks and trust companies from th'oir 
mortgage loans, in the event that this 
would open the door to let back into 
the State $15,000,000 of the $70,000,1)00 
invested out of the State, and it would 
give to the State treasurer $75,000 and 
give to the several municipalities of 
the State four or five times as much 
tangible property to assess taxes up­
on. Isn't it better when we realize 
that we cannot reach this money, that 
we permit money to be invested and 
entire money to come back here in or­
der that we may better our State and 
create more taxable property that will 
largely benefit the State. 

Mr. AUSTIN of Phillips: Mr. 
Speaker, I think at this stage of the 
game it will be impossible to get. L 

true and fair sentiment of this House 

upon this question which 1 submit i~ 
of great importance to all the people 
of the State. And on that account, I 
move that the matter be tabled and 
be specially assigned for tomorrc",' 
morning, and that all other matter!! 
whiCh today should automatically <:!omc 
off of the table be tabled and assigned 
for consideration tomorrow, as well 
as those matters which were spe<!ial) '/ 
assigned for today. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. Plummer of Lisbon moved ~hat 

the vote be reconsidered whereby tho 
bill relating to the registration of 
dentists and the organization of the 
board of dental examiners, was passeC! 
to be engrossed. 

Mr. Austin of Phillips moved that 
the motion of the gentleman from Lis­
bon, Mr. Plummer, be laid upon the 
table and assigned for conSideration, 
tomorrow morning. 

The motion was agreed to. 
On motion by Mr. Austin of Phillips, 
Adjourned. 




