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HOUSE.

Thursday, February 13, 1913.

The House met according to ad-
journment and was called to order by
the Speaker.

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Lusk of Gar-
diner.

Journal of prévious session read and
approved.

Papers from the Senate disposed of
in concurrence.

From the Senate: An Act to pun-
ish the giving of checks or drafts on
any bank or other depository wherein
the person so giving such check or
draft shall not have sufficient funds
or a credit for the payment of the
same.

In the House this bill was referred
to the committee on bhanks and bank-
ing, and came from the Senate refer-
red to the committee on judiciary in
non-concurrence.

On motion by Mr. Pendleton of
Searsport, the House voted to recede
and concur with the Senate in its ref-
erence of the bill to the committee on
judiciary,

Trom the Senate: An Act to amend
Section 54 of Chapter § of the Re-
vised Statutes, relating to mortgages
in savings banks.

In the House this bhill was referred
to the committes on hanks and bank-
ing, and came from the Senate refer-
red to the commiiltee on taxation in
non-concurrence.

On motion by Mr. Irving of Caribou,
the Fouse voted to reccde and concur
with the Senate in its reference of the
1hill to the committee on taxation.

Trom the Senate:
10 the assistant asses
of Portland.

In the House this bill was referred
to the committee on legal affairs, and
came from the Senate referred to the
Portland Delegation in  non-concur-
rence.

On motion by Mr., Haskell of Port-
jand, the House voted to recede and
concur with the Senate in its refer-
ence of the bill to the Portland Dele-
gation.

An Act relating
sors of the city
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From the Senate: An Act to amend
Chapter 489 of the Private and Spe-
cial Laws of 1901 entitled “An Act t2
supply the town of Lubec with pure
water.”

In the House this bill was received
under a suspension of the rules and
referred to the committee on judiciary,
and came from the Senate referred to
the next Legislature in non-concur-
rence.

On motion by Mr. McFadden of Lu-
bee, the bill was tabled pending action
on the part of the House.

From the Senate: An Act to incor-
porate the Pittsfield Water District.

In the House this bill was received
under a suspension of the rules and
referred to the committee on judiciary,
and came from the Senate referred to
the next Legislature in non-concur-
rence.

On motion by Mr. Smith of Pitts-
field, the bill was tabled pending ac-
tion on the part of the House.

From the Senate: An Act to per-
mit the town of Pittsfield to obtain a
pure water supply.

In the House this bill was received
under a suspeansion of the rules and
referred to the committee on judiciary,
and came from the Senate referred to
the next Legislature in mnon-concur-
rence.

On motion hy Mr. Smith of Pitts-
field, the bill was tabled pending 3ac-
tion on the part of the House.

Trrom the Senate: Resolve in favor
of the town of Whitneyville for extra
expense in connection with building
and repair of bridge across the Ma-
chias River.

In the ¥louse this rcsolve was pass-
ed to he engrossed, and came from the
Senate re-committed to the commit-
tee on ways and bridges in non-con-
currence,

On motion by Mr. Allen of Machias
the resolve was laid upon the table.

From the Senate: Resolve in favor
of road in Elliotsville Plantation.

In the House this resolve was pass-
ed to be engrossed, and came from the
Senate re-committed to the cominit-
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tee on ways and bridges in non-con-
currence.

On motion by Mr. Austin of Phillips,
the resolve was laid upon the table.

From the Senate: Resolve in favor
of aid in building road in New Can-
ada Plantation, with statement of
facts.,

In the House this resolve was pass-
ed to be engrossed, and came from
the Senate re-committed to the com-
mittee on ways and bridges in non-
concurrence.

On motion by Mr. Mitchell of Nesw-
port, the resolve was laid upon tha
table.

From the Senate: Order, concern-
ing investigation of the cost of pro-
ducing electric energy in Maine.

In the House this order was read
and passed, and came from the Senate
indefinitely postponed. The House
subsequently voted to insist upon its
action and ask for a committee of con-
ference, which committee was ap-
rointed by the Chair; in the Senate
that branch voted to adhere to its
former action.

On motion by Mr.
gusta,
table.

Senate Bills on First Reading.

Resolve in favor of repair of the
coverad bridge in the town of Nor-
ridgewock.

Resnlve in favor of the officers of
the Senate at the organization of that
body, Jan. 1, 1913.

Resolve for the appointment of dele-
gates to the conferences of the Nation-
al Tax Association.

Resolve in favor of repairing the
highway in the town of Moscow, in
the Plantations of Carratunk and The
Forks.

Newhert of Au-
the order was laid upon the

From the Senate: Resolve in favor
of aid in repairing road from The
Forks to Lake Moxie Station.

In the House this resolve was
finally  passed, and came from
the Senate re-committed to the com-
mittee on way and bridges in non-
concurrence.

On motion by Mr. Wheeler of Paris,
the resolve was laid ugon the table.
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From the Senate: Resolve in tavor
ot the town of Rockport.

In the House this resolve was
finally passed and came from
the Senate re-committed to the com-
niittee on ways and bridges in non-
concurrence.

On motion by Mr. Cook of Vassal-
boro, the resclve was laid upon the
table.

The following hills, petitions,

were presented and referred:
Judiciary.

By Mr. Sanborn of South Portland:
An Act to give uniformity of juris-
diction and procedure to municipal
courts. (Tabled for printing pending
reference to the committee on motion-
by Mr. Sanborn.) :

By same gentleman: An Act to
amend Section 32 of Chapter 27 of the
Revised Statutes, relating to care and
support of paupers.

By Mr. Smith of Auburn: An Act
to amend the primary election law and
reduce the number of ballots required
to be printed. (Tabled for printing,
together with statement of facts ac-
companying the same, on motion by
Mr. Smith.)

By Mr. Smith of Presque Isle: An
Act relating to the entry of nolie
progequi in criminal cases.

By Mr. Durgin of Milo: An Act ad-
ditional to Chapter 4 of the Revised
Statutes, relating to appointment of
town auditors. (Tabled feor printing
pending reference to the committee
on motion by Mr. Durgin.)

By Mr. Doherivy of Rockland: An
Act to amend Chapter 87 of the Public
Laws of 1911, in relation to employ-
ment agencies.

By Mr. Winchenbaugh of Waldo-
boro: Petition of Frank E. Stain of
Waldoboro and 18 others, remonstrat-
ing against the establishment of a
municipal court in Lincoln county.

By Mr. Haines of Fort Fairfield:
Petition of Clara Estabrooks and 49
others of Mars Hill in favor of wom-
an’s suffrage; also petition of Cora
M. Burns and 17 others for same; al-
80 petition of Alma Raecliffe and 22
others for same; also petition of
Charles W. Mesner and 18 others for
same. (Placed on file.)

etc,,
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Peti-
of

By Mr. Mitchell of Newport:
tion of 1. H. Chase and 11 others
Dexter for same. (Placed on file.)

By Mr. Twombley of Enfield: Poti-
tion of Bertha L. Babcock and oth-
ers for same. (Placed on file.)

By Mr. Sanborn of South Portiand:
Petition of L. W. Knight and 22 oth-
ers for some algo petition of J. Cath-
erine Crawford and 16 others of West-
brock for same; also petition of Leona
P. Watts and 26 others of South Pert-
land for same. (Placed on file.)

By Mr. Sprague of Islegboro: DIeti
tion of Elizabeth Bates and 18 others
of Isleshoro for same. (Placed on file.)

By Mr. Sanborn of South Portland:
Petition of Mary Alice Haskell and 21
others of TFalmouth for same; also
petition of Mrs. R. K. Jordan and 16
others of Westbrook for same. (Placed
on file.)

By Mr. Rousscan of Prunswick: Po-
tition of M. C. Morrill and 67 others of
Gray for same. (Placed on file)

By Mr. Waterhouse of Kennebunk:
Petition of Sarah I. Cram and 48 oth-
ers for same; also petition of Annie J.
Crediford and 19 other for samec; also
petition of Daniel W. Wilson and 24
others for same. (Placed on file.)

By Mr. Twombley of Enfleld: Peti-
tien of Isabelle W, Greenwood of
Furmington for same; also petition of
O. C. Weeden and 25 others for same;
also petition of Isabelle W. Green-
wood and others of Farmington for
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same; also petition of R. C. Maxwell
and 28 others for same. (Placed on
file))

By Mr. 3pencer of Berwick: Pctition
of W. B. Mculton and 10 others for
saine: also petition of W. E. Bailey
and 14 others for same; also petition
of Mrs. A. Landford and 17 others for
same. (Placed cn file.)

By Mr. Sherman of Eden: Petition of
C. A. Keneher and 37 others in favor of
total repeal of Eden automobile exclu-
sion laws; also petition of F. L. Wood
and 69 others for same; also petition
of George W. Vanderbilt and four oth-
ers for same; also petition of H. L.
Crainn and 11 others for same.

Legal Affairs.

By Mr. Kehioe of Portland: An Act to
amend Paragraph 10, Scction 1 of
Chapter 73 of the Revised Statutes, re-
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lating to «ales of real estate by license
of court.

3v the same gentleman: An Act to
roduire loan brokers to obtain license
frenmr munideipal officers of cities. (Ta-
bled on motion by Mr. Keloej.

By the same genlleman: An Act to
amend Section 2 of Chapter 46 of the
Roevised Statutes, in regard to loans.
(Talled on motion by Mr. Kelioe).

By Mr. Swift of Augusta: An Act to
require cerindin vehicles to carry lights
at night on public highways and
bridges. (Takled for printing pending
reference to the committce on motion
by dir. Swift).

By Mr. Harman of Stonington: Re-
menstrance of H. M., Beck and 15 oth-
crs of Deer Isle against any legisla-
tion separating the towns of Deer Isle
and &toningten from the county of
Hancock or the jurisdiction of its
courts; alsc remonstrance of A. W,
fheipard and 24 others of Deer Isle
against shme; also remonstrance of
F. M. Powers and seven others of
Deer Isle against same; also remon-
strauce of P. 8. Knowlton and 66 oth-
ers of Deer Isle against same.

Education.

By Mr. Spencer of Berwick: An Act
to provide for the distribution of State
school funds. (Tabled for printing and
1500 extra coples ordered printed on
maotion by Mr. Spencer).

By Mr. Kelleher of Waterville: Peti-
tion of Ida M. Murray of Waterville
and 51 others in favor of teachers’ pen-
sion bill.

By Mr. Swift of Augusta: Petition of
Ralph E. Arey and 55 others, teachers
of Augusta, in favor of same.

By Mr, Doherty of Rockland: Peti-
tion of . W. Cobk of Rockland and
39 Jthers in favor of same; also peti-
tion of Hon. William T. Cobb and 241
others of Rockland for same,

By bir. Putnam of Houlton: Petition
of William F. Coan and 34 cthers of
Houlton in favor of same; also peti-
ticn of Roland E. Clark and 34 others
of Houlton in favor of same. (Intro-
duced under a suspension of the rules
by unanimous consent on motion by
Mr. Putnam).

State Lands and Forest Preservation.
Bv Mr. Marston of Skowhegan: Re-
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solve to determine the ownership, lo-
cation and value of islands along the
ceast of Maine.

Sea and Shore Fisheries.

By Mr. Harman of Stoningten: Re-
menstrance of William M. 1eel and 54
others of Long island Plancaucn
against any change in the present gen-l
cral lobster law; also remonstrance of
Geonrge Coombs and 12 others of Isie
au Haut against same; also remon-
strance of Alpha H. Stewart of Swan’s
Island and 45 others against same;
also remonstrance of lfrnest M. Thur-
low and 51 others of Stonington against
sanie. )

Taxation.

By Mr. Plummer of Lisbon: An Act
cxempting certain inhabitants of the
State from the payment of a poll tax.

Public Health.

By Mr. Sturgis of Auburn: An Act
requiring the report to the State Board
of Ilealtlr of certain occupational dis-
eases due to poisoning or other causes.

Orders,

On motion by Mr. Austin of Phillips, it
was

Ordered, the Senate concurring, that the
committee on sea and shore fisheries and
the committee on inland fisheries and
game jointly inquire into the expediency
of transferring to the department of sea
and shore fisheries the enforcement of
laws relative to the protection of ducks,
shore birds and all other birds on the sea
coast as far inland as the tide ebbs and
flows, and the protection of deer on the
islands of the sea, and to report by bill
or otherwise.

On motion by Mr. Harman of Stoning-
ton, the rules were suspended and that
gentleman introduced out of order the
following joint resolution:

Resolution memorializing the Maine
Congressional Delegation to favor legisla-
tion for the destruction of fish of the
shark specie, especially the dogfish.

Whereas, An expensive investigation
made in the state of Massachusetts in 1904
and 1905 showed conclusively that the dog-
fish were devouring the wvaluable food
fiishes of New England which furnish a
large part of our national food supply.
Moreover, the destruction of the fisher-
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men’s nets and trolls by sharks and dog-
fish materially lessened the an‘iui. catch
of food fishes. This was proven beyond
cuestion by the testimony of hundreds of
deep sea fishermen and by Dr. Field of
the Massachusetts Food Comumission,

As a means of destruction of the dog-
fish and other members of the shark fam-
ily, the fishermen and Dr. Field recom-
mended a Federal Dogfish Bounty,

Whereas, A report of the Federal Bu-
reau and Fishes showed that the dognsh
mutilated or destroyed lobsters up to sev-
en inches in length and that an enormous
quantity of smaller lobsters and of small
edible fish were eaten by them.

Whereas, It has been and is the practice
to artificially hatch the lobster and other
salt-water food fish that later mingle in
the same coastal waters with the dog-
fish and other members of the shark
family which are destructive to said sait-
water food fish, and

Whereas, In view of these facts above
stated, and of the great value of the lob-
ster and other salt-water food fish that
are being destroyed by their natural ene-
mies, the dogfish, on the coast of New
England, there is 8great necessity, as far
as possible, of removing from these wa-
ters all members of the sharic family.

Whereas, in view of the foregoing facts
an issue has been created as regards the
destruction of the dogfish and other mem-
bers of the shark family by means of an
appropriation furnished by the Federal
Government for that purpose.

Therefore, Be is resolved, That the
Maine Legislature favors the destruction
of the dogfish and other members of the
shark specie that are kKnown to be prey-
ing on the food fish in New Englana wa-
ters, and urges favorable consideration
of the petition already presented to Con-
gress for a Federal Bounty of not less
than two cents per dogfish, or not less
than eight dollars per ton to be paid to
the American fishermen, and that the fer-
tilizer therefrom produced at Federal Re-

duction Works be sold direct to the Amer-
ican farmer at cost.

Resolved, The Senate and House con-
curring, that the passage of such legisla-
tion will result in joint benefit to the
farmers and fishermen and ultimately to

the consumers of sea food. Therefore,
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the Legislature of Maine respectfully re-
quests the Maine Delegation in Congress
to support the pending Federal legislation
for the elimination of dogfish and said
shark species by a Federal Bounty as
indicated above. '

Mr. PLUMMER of Lisbon: Mr. Speak-
er, T move that the resolution lie upon the
table. I don’t know that I have any ob-
jection to the passage of it, and still I
have some question in regard to the ex-
tent to which we can contend against na
ture in the destruction of all these fishes
and other things that we wish were not
here. Some several resolutions have gone
through this Legislature in this way, the
expediency of which I doubt very much,
and I feel somewhat ashamed of myself
that I did not object to them, and perhaps
ashamed of other members that soms of
them did not object; and I therefore move
that the resolution lie upon the table and
be printed.

The motion was agreed to.

Reports of Committees.

Mr. Swift from the committee on
railroads and expresses, reported

“ought to pass” on bill, An Act to c¢x-
tend the charter of the Rumtord Ialls
and Bethel Street Railway.

Mr. Harper from the committee on
insane hospitals, reported in a new
draft and ‘“‘ought to pass” on resolve
in favor of the Eastern Maine Insane
Hospital,

Mr. Swift from the committee on
railroads and expresses, reported
“ought to pass” on bill, An Act to ex-
tend the charter of the Jonesport Cen-
tral Railroad Company.

Mr. Skillin from the committee
State scheol for boys and
school for girls, reported in a new
draft and “ought to pass’ on resolve
in favor of the State School for Boys
at South Portland, for permanent lm-
provements and insurance.

Same gentleman from same commit-
tee, reported in a new draft and “ought
to pass” on resolve in favor of the
State School for Boys at South Port-
land, for general maintenance.

Same gentleman from same commit-
tee, reported “ought to pass’ on re-
solve in favor of the Maine Industrial
School for Girls at Hallowell, to pro-
vide for payment of interest on trust

on
industrial
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funds deposited in the State treasury.
Same gentleman from same ¢coiil-
mittee, reported ‘“ought to pass” on
resolve in favor of the Maine Indus-
trial School for Girls at Hallowell, t¢
provide for payment of unused inter-
est on trust funds.
Mr. Mitchell from the committee on
appropriations and financial affairs,
reported “ought to pass” on resolve ap-

propriating money for expenses of
Electoral College.

Mr. Gordon from the committec on
claims, reported in a new draft and

“ought to pass” on resolve in favor of
the town of Castine.

The reports were accepted and the
several bills and resolves tabled {for
printing under the joint rules.

Mr. Waterhouse from the committes
on judiciary, reported in & ncw drait
and “‘ought to pass™ on bhill, An Act
to incorporate the Royal River Man-
ufacturing Company.

This bill having already been print-
ed rececived its first and second read-
ings, and was assigned for tomorrow
morning for its third reading.

Mr. Dunton from the commitiee on
judiciary, reported “ought to pass” on
bill, An Act to change the burden of
proof in ccrtain negligence cases in
which contributory negligence is a de-
fense.

This bill having been already print-
ed received its first and second read-
ings and was assigned for tomorrow
morning for its third recading.

Majority and minority report from the
committee on towns, on bill, An Act to
divide the town of Sanford and incor-
porate the town of Springvale, majority
report ‘“‘ought not to pass” signed by
Messrs. Patten, Bailey, Bragdon, Twomb-
ley, Bragdon and Violette; minority report
“ought to pass” signed by Messrs. Gard-
ner, Rolfe, Packard and Jillson.

On motion by Mr. Violette of Van
Buren both reports, pending the aec-
ceptance of either, were laid upon the
table and specially assigned for con-
sideration on Wednesday of next week.

First Reading of Printed Bills and Re-
solves,

Regolve in favor of the town of New-
port,

Resolve in favor of the town of Ngr-
way.
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Resolve in favor of the town of New-
port.

Resolve in favor of Benjamin F.
Towne, of Waterville, in the county of
Koennebee and State of Maine.

Passed to be Engrossed.

An Act to amend Section 14 of Chap-
ter 11, Revised Statutes of Maine, re-
lating to county, city and State offi-
cers drafting instruments, which they
are, by law required to record.

An Act to authorize Frederick .
Vaill and Julia C. Vaill, their heirs
and assigns, to locate, erect and main-
tain a bridge or roadway across the
tidewaters of Casco Bay, betwcen
Long Island and Marsh Island, in the
city of Portland.

An Act to autherize cities and townsg
to appropriate money for advertising
purposes.

An Act relating to the protection of
smelts in the Sasanca river.

An Act to amend specification 1, of
Section 18 of Chapter 9 of the Re-
viged Statutes, as amendced by Chap-
ter 4, Public TLaws of 1909, and Chap-
ter 110 of the lasws of 1911, relating to
taxation of personal property.

An Act to incorporate the Southwest
Harbor Water Distlrict.

Resolve in favor of the Maine Sced
Improvement Asgsociation.

Passed to ke Enacted.

An Act to create the Cherryiield
Water District.

Finally Passed.
of C. I

Resolve in favor Hall and

Jeorge 8. Lowell,
Orders of the Day.

n motion by Mr. Kehoe of Portland,
House Document No. 123, bill, an Act
to authorize and ratify the appoint-
ment of the Tortland Music Commis-
sion, was taken from the table, and
on further moticn by Mr. Kehoe the
bill was referred to the Portland Dele-
aation.

On motion by Mr, Tobey of Nor-
ridgewock, House Document No. 165,
hill, an Act to incorporate the Farm-
ington-Oakland Interurban Railway,
was taken from the table, and on
further motion by Mr. Tobey the bill
was referred to the committee on judi-
clary.
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On motion by Mr. Leader of Lewis-
ton, House Document No. 182, bill, an
Act relative to air brakes on clectric
railroad cars. was taken from the
table, and on further motion by Mr.
Leader the bill was referred to the
committee on railroads and expresses.

On motion by Mr. Swett of Bath,
House Document No. 154, bill, an Act
relative to State ownership of natural
resources, land, minerals and water
powers, was taken from the table, and
on further motion by Mr. Swett the
bill was referred to the committee on
iegal affairs.

On motion by Mr. Austin of Phillips,
House Document No. 204, bill, an Act
to abolish the office of commissioner
of sea and shore fisherics, was taken
from the table, and on further mo-
tion by Mr. Austin the bill was re-
ferred to the committee on sea and
shore fisheries.

On motion by Mr. Plummer of Lis-
bon, bill, an Act amending Section 1
of Chapter 117 of the Public Laws of
1905, relating to the compensation of
the county commissioners of Andros-
coggin county, was taken from the
table, and on further motion by Mr.
Plummer the House voted to recede
and concur with the Senate in it=
reference of th kill to the committee
on salaries and fees.

On motion by Mr. Spencer of Ber-
wick, Heuse Document No. 210, bill,
an Act to reulate the use of hat pins
and other decorative utilities, was
taken from the table, and on further
motion by Mr. Spencer the bill was
referred to the committee on public
health.

On motion by Mr. Farrar of Ripley,
House Document No. 211, bill, an Act
to provide for the permanent improve-
ment of land within the limits of any
highway or townway adjoining any
land not known as wild land, was
talken from the table, and on further
motion hy Mr. Farrar the bill was
referred to the committee on ways and
bridges.

On motion hy Mr. Plummer of Lis-
hon, the report of the committee on
judiciary, reporting “ought not to
pass” on bill, An Act relating to the
use of geals, was taken from the table.
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The pending question being the ac-
ceptance of the report of the commit-
tee,

Mr. Plummer moved that the bill.
House Document No. 12, he substituted
for the report of the committee.

Mr. PLUMMER: Mr. Speaker, as
any members who are interested in
this matter will see, this bill tends
to do away with the use of seals on
legal documents, that is, to do away
with the necessity for any seal. It
provides that all instruments of con-
veyance shall be equally valid in any
court in this State, whether such in-
struments have attached thercto 2
seal or not. The tendency of many of
the states of this Union is to do away
with the seal, which has to a large
extent, if not wholly, become a use-
less formality. The history of the use
of seals, of course, goes back a great-
er distance than I am ahle to state;
and I wish to read from Volume 35
of the Encyclopoedia of Law and Prac-
tise, page 1168, under the article of
“Seals,” subheading, “Necessity, use
and effect”:

“Seals are of great antiquity, their
use beginning at a time when writing
was not common, but when every in-
dividual possessed a coat of arms, and
in early times much importance at-
tended their employment as a means
of distinguishing the person. How-
ever, with the growth of education, the
signature to an instrument is more
important than the seal, and in sorms
jurisdictions seals have been entirely
abolished by statute, while in others
the decided tendency of modern deci
sions is to minimize, if not entirely do
away with the old distinctions betweern
sealed and unsealed instruments.”

The import of the seal, as I under-
stand it, at the present time, is to
carry prima facia evidence of a con-
sideration. That is to say, a given in-
strument which has merely the signa-
ture of an individual upon it is of less$
importance, or, at least, it requires
less proof to show that a proper con-
sideration was not passed than would
be required in the case of what is
known legally as a sealed instrument;
and in order for it to he a sealed in-
strument, if I understand correctly, it
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is only necessary to stick a little piec:
of red paper upon the instrument alt-
er the name of the party signing it

Now, it seems to me that that prop-
osition is altogether an absurdity and
should no longer have standing in the
courts of law in this State. We should
abandon the cmployment of all use-
less forms, so far as possible, and when
once a mawn’s signature is established
to an ioustrument that instrument
should stand for whatever it may hec
worth, regardless of whether it hag a
piece of paper of that kind stuck aft-
er the name of the person or not.

I submit, Mr. Speaker, that perhaps
to many of us—laymen, as we may be
termed—this distinction is unknown;
and I will say that so far as I am con-
cerned, up to the time I made any in-
vestigation of this matter, I should
have supposed that my signature at-
tested whatever statements were made
previous to the making of that signa-
ture, and that any piece of paper stuck
on after my name would carry no ad-
ditional evidence of consideration.

T will new read, along the same line
as the extract which I rcad from the
Tncyciopoedia of Law and Practice,
from Volume No. 66 of the Maine Re-
ports, in the case of JicLaughlin vs.
Randall, the decision having been ren-
deresd, Jan. 39, 1877, by that learned
justice of the court, Judge Peters:

“The old common law seal, in the
time of Lord Coke, was wax, with an
impression thereon. But the strictest
requirement became relaxed by de-
partures from it from time to time,
untif it was long ago held, that a seal
by a wafer or other tenacious sub-
stance capable of being impressed,
whether in fact impressed or not, was
a sufficient seal. The annexing of a
piece of paper by wafer or wax, or
gum, or any adhesive substance, is
now everywhere regarded as equiva-
lent to the impression formerly re-
quired, and makes a valid seal. But in
late decisions in Massachusetts and
Maine, there has been a relaxation of
the requirement beyond that.” Further
along in the same opinion T read as
follows: “How far the law requiring a’
seal upon deeds and other instruments,
may bhe liberalized cr otherwise by fu-
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ture course of decision, or by legisla-
tive enactment (as in many states) we

.cannct now anticipate.”

That is all the argument I have to
make upon the matter, Lir. Speaker,
and I mercly wish to submit again
that the geal at the present time has
oecome & useless formality. "It is pos-
sible, perhaps, that it may give law-
yers a chance to do a little  more
scratching than they would be able to
do without it; but I don’t think it is
the husiness of this State to keep up
any formalities, the effect of which is
merely to give lawyers a little mor:
business.

Mr. DURGIN of Milo: My, Speaker, 1
don't know that T have any intention of
deluyving the action of the House upon
this dquestion for any leagth of time.
I meiely wish to say a word., As the
zentleman from Lisbon, dir. Plummer,
has stated, the use of seals upon cer-
tain instruments has come down to us
frem  antiguity, and it seems to meo
that the meove placing of a seal upen
seme written instrument is nn partic-
ular hardship: that it gives to certain
ingtrumenis, such as instruments con-
veying property, a certain tone, and
hesides that it is notice to pecple that
these instruments of conveyance have
a certain character. It seems to me it
gives notice to people that that instru-
ment is of mcere significance from the
fact that there is attached to it a seal.

Now, the courts have relaxed and
parties have relnxed in their strict-
ness as to what a seal should be. It

uged to ke a waxen seal, and new they
have decided that any impression on
pap2r may be a seal which will give
it validity; and it seems to me that
now, in view of the fact that coming
down through the ages we have at-
tached a seal to certain instruments of
conveyance, that we are not ready now
to give up that practice; and I believe
that this bill should not be substitut-
ed for the report of the committee.
Tlat report has been before the judi-
ciary committee, a committee com-
posed of lawyers, and they have giv-
en it due consideration and careful
weight, and I believe their reports herve
should stand.
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Mr. COOK of Vassalboro: Mr.
Speaker and gentlemen of the House,
I agree with the remarks of the gen-
tleman, and I believe that the sea.
gives a kind of character and distinc-
tion to the instrument just as red col-

oring matter does in medicine.
(Laughter.)
Mr. PLUMMER: Mr. Speaker, I

will agree with the gentleman whv
Jast spoke, that the efficacy of it in
both cases is the same and should be
the same. I would like to ask the gen-
tleman from Milo (Mr. Durgin) why,
supposing he or any other gentleman
of this House signed a writing, why
it should malte any difference wheth-

er after his name there was stuck on

a little piece of red paper, or not; why
it should make any difference in the
character of the writing; why the
signer should be any more holden in
one case thar in the other? When the
ordinary individual signs his name to
a deed or any paper of that kind he
probally signs it in good faith, and,
whether he dees or nof, the afiixing of
a seal at the end of it would not have
any effect on the condition of his mind
or upon his intention at the time that
he wrote his signature. I would like
to ask the gentleman 1rom Milo that
question, why it should make any dif-
ference?

The SPEAKER: Is the House ready
for the question? The Chair will state
that the question before the House is
on the motion of the gentleman from
Lisbon, Mr. Plummer, that the Dbill
abolishing seals be substituted for the
report of the committee, that the bill
ought not to pass. Those voting yes
will vote for the passage of the bill
abolishing seals; those voting no will
vote to retain seals.

A viva voce vote Dbeing taken,

The motion was lost.

Mr. Smith of Patten moved that the
report of the committiee, reporting
“ought net to pass,” be accepted.

The motion was agreed to.

On motion by Mr. Churchill of Mad-
ison,

Adjourned.





