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roll. Those voting yea were: Messrs.
Ailan, Boynton, Dodge, Edwards, Far-

rington, Foss of Androscoggin, ¥oss
of Cumberland, Gowel!, HIill, Leach,
Mullen, Noyes, Osborn, Staples,

Stearns, Theriault, Winslow—17, Those
voting nay were: Messrs. Blanchard,
Donigan, Fulton, Irving, Kellogg, Mil-
liken, Moulton. Pendleton—S.

So the amendment was adopted.

On motion by Mr. Allan the rules

were suspendad and the resolve was,

given its 1wo readings and was passed
to be engrossed.

On motion by Mr. Milliken of Arcos-
tooly, House Document, No. 481, Re-
solve in favor of H. B. McKenney,
was taken from the table.

On further motion by the same sen-
ator, the report of the comiittee on
claims, “ought to pass,” on this re-
solve was accepted. The rules were
suspended and the resolve was given
its two readings and was passed to
be engrossed.

On motion by Mr. Irving of Aroos-
toonly, Resolve authorizing the State
land agent to convey Lot No. 9 in Cas-
tle Hill, was taken from the table.

The report of the committee on State
lands and State roads was accepted.

Tlie same senator then presented
Senate Amendment A and the same
was adopted, and the rules were sus-
pended and the resolve was given
its two readings and was passed to
be engrossed.

Or motidon by Mr. Irving of Arvos-
took, the order in relation to the com-
mittee appointed to investigate the fi-
nancial condition of the State, was
taken from the table.

On further motion by the same sen-
ator, the order was given a passage
and sent down for concurrence.

On motion by Mr. Allan of Wash-
ington. the rules were suspended and
he presented, out of order, Petition of
E. T.. Hodgking and others for =2on-
solidation of the inland fisheries and
game department with the sea and
shore fisheries department,

Pluaced on file and sent down for con-
currence.

The following committees submitted
their final reports:
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Committee on telegraph and tele-
phaones.

Committee on manufactures.

On motion of Mr. Boynton of Lin-
coln,

Adjourned.
HOUSE,
Thursday, March 23, 1911,

Prayer by Rev. Mr. Hope of Augus-
ta.

Journal of yesterday read and ap-
proved.

Papers from the Senate disposed of
in concurrence.

Resolve dividing the State into sen-
atorial districts.

This resolve comes from the Senate
passed to be engrossed under suspen-
sion of the rules. .

The House reconsidered the vote
whereby the resolve was referred to a
committee, the resolve then received
its two readings under suspension of
the rules and was passed to be en-
grosscd in concurrence.

Senate Bills on First Reading.

An Act to incorporate the Clinton
Water Company. (Read a third time
and passed to be engrossed under sus-
pension of the rules in concurrence
on motion of Mr. Mace of Great Pond.)

An Act relating to the taxation of
express companies. (Read the third
time and passed to be engrossed under
a suspension of the rules on motion
of Mr. Hastings of Auburn.) )

An Act to extirpate contagious dis-
eases among cattle, horses, sheep and
swine. (Tabled pending first reading
on motion of Mr. Bearce of Edding-
ton.)

An Act ratifying the election, quali-
fication, and doings of the city clerk
of the city of Brewer. .

This bill comes from the Senate
amended by Senate Amendment A. .

The vdte was reconsidered whereby
the bill ‘was passed to be engrossed,
Senate Amendment A was adopted,
and the bill was then passed to be en-
grossed as amended In concurrence.

An Act to amend Section 40 of
Chapter 47 of the Revised Statutes of
Maine.

This Bill comes from the Senate
amended by Senate Amendment A.
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The vote was reconsidered whereby
the bill was passed to be engrossed,
Senate amendment A was adopted,
and the bill was then passe® to be en-
grossed as amended in concurrence.

An Act to amend Chapter 360 of the
Special and Private Laws of 1909 to
regulate fishing on the Bagaduce riv-
er in the towns of Castine, Penobscot
and Brooksville in the county of IMan-
cock.

This bill comes from the Senate
amended by Senate Amendment A.

The ilouse reconsidered the vote
whereby the bill was passed to be en-
grossed, Senate Amendment A was
adopted, and the bill was then passed
to be engrossed as con-
currence.

An Act additional to Chapter 144 of
the Ievised Statutes relating to the
inganc hospitals.

This bill comes from the Senate with
Senate Amendment A.

The House reconsidered the vote
whercbhy the bill was passed to be en-
grossed, Senate Amendment A. was
adopted, and the bill was then passed
to be engrossed as amended in concur-
rence.

An Act to amend Scctions 34 and 35
of Chapter 16 of the Revised Statutes
relating to conveyance of pews in
mecting houses, organized parishes or
ncorporated churches.

This bill comes from the Senate with
the bill substituted for the report of
the committee.

On motion of Mr. Peters
worth the bill was tabled.

An Act authorizing the construction
aof a whart into the tide waters of Cas-
¢o Bay in the town of Cumberland.

This bill comes f[rom the Scnate
amended by Senate Amendment A.

The House reconsidered the vote where-
by the bill was passed to be engrossed,
Senate Amendment A was adopted, and
the bill was then passed to be engrossed
as amended in concurrence.

An Act to constitute nine hours a day’s
work of public employes.

This bill comes from the Senate indefi-
nitely postponed.

On motion of Mr. Shea of Eden the
House voted to insist and ask for a com-
mittee of conference.

in

of Ills-
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The Speaker appointed on the part of
the House, Messrs. Shea of Eden, Doyle
of Millinocket and Descoteaux of Bidde-
ford.

An Act to incorporate the Clark Power
Company.

This bill comes from the Senate amend-
ed by Senate Amendment A.

The amendment was adopted and the
bill read three times and passed to be
engrossed as amended in concurrence.

An Act dzfining the Maine trunk line
of highway through the State.

This bill comes from the Senate Indefi-
nitely postponed.

On motion of Mr. Deering of Portland
the House voted to insist and ask for a
committee of conference,

The Speaker appointed on the part of
the House, Messrs. Deering of Portland,
Scates of Westbrook and stricsiand of
Bangor.

An Act to amend Sections 49 and 51 of
Cuapter 9 of the Revised Statutes.

This bill comes from the Senate with
Senatz amendment A.

The House reconsidered the vote where-
by this bill was passed to be engrossed,
Senate amendment A was adopted, and
tha bill was then passed to be engrossed
as amended in concurrence.

Resolve in favor of the Eastern State
Normal school.

The following petitions, bills, ete., were
presented and referred:

Mr. Sleeper of South Berwick presented
resolve apportioning 151 representatives
among the several counties, cities, towns
and plantations in classes in the State of
Maine.

On motion of Mr. Sleeper the resolve
was tabled for printing and specially as-
signed for tomorrow morning.

Remonstrances against the consolida-
tion of the inland fish and game and s2a
and shore fisheries departments were pre-
sented by the following gentlemen and
were placed on file:

Mr. Emerson of TIsland Falls, Mr. Col-
by of Bingham, Mr. Libby of Oakland,
Mr. Ames of Norridgewock, Mr. Drum-
mond of Winslow, Mr. Robinson of Peru,
Mr, Campbell of Cherryfield, Mr, Buzzell
of Fryeburg, Mrs. Munroe of Brown-
ville, Mr. McCready of Danforth, Mr.
Stetson of Lewiston. Mr. Davis of Guil-
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ford, Mr. Mace of Great Pond, Mr. Aus-
tin of Phillips, Mr. Trafton of Fort Falir-
field, Mr. Perkins of Kennebunk, Mr. Mc-
Curdy of Lubec.

Reports of Committees.

Mr. Davies from the committee on
the judiciary, on Rill, An Act es-
tablishing a juvenile court within this
State and to prescribe the jurisdic-
tion powers, rights, procecdings and
practice of such court, and to define
the rights, powers and duties of the
judge and cother officers engaged there-
with and to provide for the mainte-
nance thereof, reported that the same
ought not to pass, the subject maiter
having been rcported by another hill

Mr. Peters from the committee on
legal affairs reported ‘“‘ought not to
pass” on  Bill, An Act relating to
courts.

Same gentleman from same commit-
tce, on Bill, An Act to correct and
protect helpless, neglected and offend-
ing children, reported that the same
ouzht not to pass, the subject mat-
ter having been reported by another
bill.

Mr. Bogue froni same committee re-
ported ‘“‘ought to pass” on recommitted
Bill, An Act to extend Chapter 243,
Private and Special Laws of 1909, re-
Liting to Barrows Falls Light and
Power Company.

Mr. Hersey from same committee,
onn I3ill, An Act to incorporate the
Rumford Water District, reported
the same in a new dralt under the
title of “An Act to incorporate the
umford and Mexico Water Districts,”
and that it cught to pass.

Mr, Goodwin from same committee,
on report of the joint special commniit-
tee appointed by the Legislature of
1909, to inquire into laws regulating
juvenile courts, reported the same in
a new draft under the title of “An
Act to correct and protect helpless,
neglected and offending children,” and
that it ought to pass.

-On Motion of Mr. Strickland of
Bangor the rules were suspended and
he presented an order out of order:

Ordered, the Senate concurring, that
resolve entitled ‘“Resolve of the Holy
Rosary school at Frenchville in the
county of Aroostook,” reported ought
not to pass by the committee on ap-
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propriations and financial affairs, be-
taken from the files and recommitted
to said committee.

The order received a passage.

On motion of Mr. Ames of Nor-
ridgewock the rules were suspended
and he introduced out of order, Bill,
An Act to incorporate the Anson Wa-
ter Corapany.

Mr. Ames moved that the rules bhe
suspended and that the bill receive
its threc readings without reference
to a committee and be passed to be
engrossed.

A division® was had and the motion
to suspend the rules and receive the
bhill was agrecd to.

The bill then received its three read-
ings and was passed to be engrossed.
First Reading of Printed Bills and Re-

solves.

An Act to amend Section 1 of Chap-
ter 173 of the Public Laws of 1305, re-
lating to the compensation of reg-
isters of deeds.

An Act to amend Section 34 of Chap-
ter 4 of the Revised Statutes of 1903
of Maine. (Tabled on motion of Mr,
Wilson of Auburn.)

Passed to Be Engrossed.

Senate Resolve, No. 179, in favor Maine
School for Feeble Minded.

Senate Resolve No. 180, in favor of John
R. MacDonald.

House Resolve, No. 578, in favor of Wilton
Academy.

Scnate Bill, No. 58, An Act relating to re-
meval of county attorney by the Governor.

Senate Bill, No. 94, to consolidate manage-
ment State institutions.

House Bill, No. 122, relating to termination
ol contracts.

House DBill, No. 667, relating to taxation
of personal property.

House Bill, No. 668, relating to seals of
notaries public.

House Bill, No. 669, relating to South Paris
Village corporation.

House Bill, No. 670, relating to notaries
public.

Heuse Bill, No. 671, relating to Kingman
Development Company.

House Bill, No. 672, relating to abandoned
burying grounds.

House Bill, No. 673, relating to publicity
of appropriations.

House Bill, No. 674,
Guilford Water Company.

to incorporate the
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House Bill, No. 675, relating to evidence
in libel cases.

House Bill, No. 676, relating to evidence
in personal injury cases.

House Bill, No. 677, relating to South
Paris Light, Heat and Power Company.

House Bill, No. 678. to provide for analysis
of commercial fetrilizers.

House Bill, No. 679, relating to insurance
companies.

House Bill, No. 680, relating to sale of
shares of stock.

House Bill, No. 681, relating to fraudulent
evasion of tares. )

House Bill, No. 682, relating to distribu-
tion of real estate.

House Bill, No. 683, to incorporate Maine
In=titution of Music and Arts.

House Bill, No. 684, relating to fees of
witnesses.
House Bill, No. 685, relating to corrupt

practices in elections.

House Bill, No. 686, relating
process.

House Bill, No. 687,
and sewers .n Bangor.

to trustee

relating to drains

House Bill, No. 688, to incorporate the
Hermon Water Company.
House Bill, No. 689, to incorporate the

Kittery Sewer Company.

House Bill, No. 690, to incorporate Young
Mcn’s Christian Associations.

House Bill, No. 691, to amend Chapter 125,
Private and Special Laws, 1895.

Passed to Be Enacted.

An Act to annex Fryebury Academy
Grant in the county of Oxford to the
town of Mason in said county.

An Act in relation to employment
agencies.

An Act to change the eastern houn-
dary of the town of Anson.

An Act to amend the charter of the
Spencer Dam Company.

Finally Passed.

Resolve in favor of the town of Wal-
tham.

Resolve in favor of the Maine Seed
Improvement Association.

Resolve providing for an appropri-
ation for the protection of trees and
shrubs from the introduction and rav-
ages of dangerous insects and diseases
for the vear 1912.

Resolve relating to
statue of Major
Howard.

an
General

equestrian
Oliver O.
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Resolve in favor of the highway
bridge across the St. John river be-
tween Van Buren, Maine, and St.
Leonards, New Brunswick.

Resolve in favor of the Maine State
Prison.

Resolve for the preservation of the
regimental rolls in the office of the
adjutant general.

Resolve providing for an appropria-
tion for the protection of "trees and
shrubs from the introduction and rav-
ages of dangerous insects and diseases.

The SPEAKER: This resolve con-
taing an emergency clause and must
r-ceive 101 votes to entitle it to a pas-
sage.

A rising vote being taken, 119 voted
in favor of the passage of the resolve,
and the resolve was finally passed.

An Act to amend Chapter 206 of the
Public Laws of 1909, entitled “An Act
to consolidate and revise the military
laws of the State of Maine.”

The SPEAKER: This bill contains
an emergency clause and must receive
101 votes to entitle it to a passage.

A rising vote being taken, 110 voted
in favor of the passage of the bill,
and the bill was then passed to be en-
acted.

Mr. STRICKLAND of Bangor: Mr.
Speaker, I would like to ask unani-
mous consent of the House to intré-
duce a bill at this time, and T will say
in explanation that sometime ago a
bill was passed through this Legisla-
trre authorizing the cities of Bangor
and Brewer to build a highway bridge

across the Penobscot river, That
bridge bill contained a clavse which
created a bridge commission or a
bridge commitie of Tooorn-

ments, and the city of Brewer was to
have one member and the cicy oi an-
gor to have four members upon that
committee. It was the original inten-
tion of the parties who introduced the
bill that the mayor of the citvy  of
Brewer, being the only representative
upon that bridge committee from that
city, should be one of the committee,
the mayor of the city of Bangor and
the other three being in the city gov-
ernment. The only way now, that bill
having passed the amendatory stage
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—the only way in which the original
intention or the parties can be carried
out is by the introduction of this bill
appointing the mayors of these two
cities upon that bridge commictee. 1
move that the bill be received at this
time and that it be given its scveral
readings and passed to be engrossed
without reference to a committee, 1
will also say that it is at the request
of the mayors of both cities that the
bill have a passage at this time.

The rules were suspended, the bill
was received and given its three sev:

eral readingg and passed to be en-
grossed.
(At this point Mr. Strickland of

Bangor assumed the chair.) (Applause)
Crders of the Dav.

Specially assigned: House Bill, No.
163, An Act to consolidate the tish and
game departiments, (Tabled and spe-
cially assigned for this afternoon on
motion of Mv. Boman of Vinalhaven.)

Specially assigned: Bill,
granting H. L. Gooch the
maintain a dam.

Mr. TRIMBLE of Calais: Mr. Speaik-
er, that bill together with the smoend-
ment offercd by the gentleman from
Machias, Mr. Bogue, was tabled by
me on Tuesday morning and specially
assigned for Thursday. On Tuesday
afternoon on my motion the House
voted to reconsider that action, took
the bill from the table, adopted the
amendment and gave the bill its first
and second rcadings. This is a part
of the oflicial record of the House, as
found on Page 176 of the printed rec-
ord.

The SPEAKER pro tem: The Clerk
informs the Chair that the gentleman
is correct in his statement.

The hill was then tabled for printing
under the joint rules.

Act
to

An
right

Specially assigned: House Resolve,
No. 267, in favor of the Maine Central
Fair Company.

On motion of Mr. Pattangall ¢f Wa-
terville, the resolve received its sec-
ond reading and was passed to be en-
grossed.

Specially assigned: House Resolve,

No. §, relating to woman suffrage.

The pending question being the ac-
ceptunce of either report, Mr. Hersey
of ilouiton moved that the minoerity
report be accepted.

nir. IHISRSKY:. Mr. Speaker, I hope
tne House this morning will give the
attenticn to this matter that it de-

serves and not be the least uncasy be-
cauge I do not propose to discuss this
matter from any political or partisan
standpoint, so that you Democrais can
sit tack in your seats and feel perfect-
ly comfortable while I speak. (L.augh-
ter)

This is Heuse Resolve No. 9, propos-
ing in amendment to the constitution
of Maine conferring the right of suf-
frage upon women. It is simply for this
T.egiclature to say whetlicr or not they
will o justice to cone-ialf of the peo-
ple of Maine and allow the male voters
of the State of Maine next September
to say at the ballot box whether they
are willing to confer suffrage upon the
womean of Maine. We have talked a
great deal about the rights of the peo-
ple, giving the people the right to de-
cide grcat and public questions, andid
all that is asked of this Legislature is
the same right that yvou gave early
in the session under the resubmission
resolve, the right of the peopile of
Maine at the ballot box—I do not say
the pcople of Maine, but the voters of
Maine, at the ballot box to say wheth-
er they will confer suffragze upcen the
women of Maine, This bill came inw
the House and was referred to the ju-
diciary committee, and that committee
gave a hearing upon the bill here in
this Hall of Representatives., Boetfore
that committce composed of 10 law-
vers eppeared certain women setting
forth the justice of thefr cause elo-
qguently, logically, 'y argument unan-
swerakle; no cne appeared in opposi-
tion to that bhill, no one will appear, no
Olle can appear, nc one can answer
thelr argumernts. Why, not even in the
committee was there any answer made
or anv argument made. Ten Jawyvers
said in their committiee room, when
this matter came up at the executive
session—they said simply there would
be two reports, theyv did not divide on
party lines:; theyv divided simply by
saying: “Well, I think I will sign this




792

one”; and ancther said: “I will sig.
that one in order to bring it befove Lie
Legistature,” and I say to you that the
report of the judiciary committee as
it comes before you today is not of
any assistance to you and I in deter-
mining the question. The question now
is to be considered carefully, logically
by us and settled as we think it should
be settled in accordance with justice.
Now, at the outset I wish to say a per-
sonal word on the matter of women suf-
frage. 1 always was a suffragist, I was
u one, I was bred one and under some-
what peculiar circumstances. My father
was one of the pione.rs, coming from the
city of St. John to Maine, born under an-
other flag. He came to Maine when he
was 13 years of age. Ie could not vote
when he became of age because he was
born under another flag. He never desir-
ed, as far as I know, to vote. He lived
on a little farm, dying upon the same
farm; he married my mother, an Ameri-
can girl; she was born under the Ameri-
can flag but she could not vote, and she
could not vote simply because she was a
woman; my father could not vote because

he was not born under the Stars and
Stripes; they got along all right; my
mother did not care to vote and my

father did not care to vote, and so they
were equal.. On the little farm they
brought up their children aad they lived
the humble life, those two toilers and
pioneers; my mother worked with my
father in the home and in the field; they
lived a humble life and they passed in the
faith of the fathers to rest.” No injus-
tice was done to either. Not so with their
children. 1 was born under the Stars and
Stripes, and when I became of age be-
cause I was a male and because I was
born under the Stars and Stripes I was a
voter, entitled to the ballot. Not so with
the little blue-eyed woman whom I love
to call my wife and who is dearer to me
than my own life. She stands by my side
today in the battle of life and in the bat-
tle for bread, but she can take no part
with me in defending our country and
our home against the enemies of the
country and the home. We were born in
the same town, I vote, but she cannot be-
cause she is of a different sex; and so I
want to take a few moments and talk
with you about the inequity and the in-
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justice of that which does not make my
wife my equal under the laws of the
land, and in doing that I am paying my
tribute to the women of Maine.

Now, gentlemen, there is no logic in it.
The only argument I ever heard was that
if a woman asks the privilege of voting
then she ought not to be allowed to vote
because she asks for it and thereby she
becomes bold and unfeminine; and if she
does not ask for the vote she ought not
to have it because she does not ask for
it, and that is the logic that we men put
up to the women of the land.

Mr. Speaker, while this Legislature has
been in session down there in the beau-
tiful city of Portland the people have had
a great celebration, they have done hon-
or to the memory of one of her great
citizens, one of the great men of the
State, one whose name is placed in the
Temple of Fame, the late Thomas B.
Reed, a man of great brain, a statesman,
one of the men whom Maine delights to
honor and to whom the city of Portland
has recently paid honor. Thomas B. Reed
shortly before his death said:

“If suffrage be a right, if it be true that
no man has a claim to govern any other
man except to the extent that the other
man has a right to govern him, then
there can be no discussion of the ques-
tion of woman suffrage. No reason on
earth can be given by those who claim
suffrage as a right of manhood which
does not make it a right of womanhood
also.”

You will find arrayed against the
cause of woman suffrage, te be sure,
many good men; but, on the other
hand, you will find that every man
who is in favor of the employment of
cheap and child labor is alse against
the cause of woman suffrage; every
man who is opposed to education,
refinement and the higher civilization
is opposed to woman suffrage; every
mean, cheap low-down politician is
against woman suffrage; keepers of
every low-down brothel are against
woman suffrage; every interest that
is onposed to good govarnment and
civilization is against woman suf-
frage, and when a man places him-
self against woman suffrage he places
himself along with these great in-
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terests opposed to a higher and grand-
er civilization.

I have a Dbrief this morning for
the women of Maine, and as a law-
yver I am going to argue their cause
this merning from a lawyver's stand-
point. One of the ablest law journals
that comes into my office treats wo-
man suffrage as one of the wvublic
questions of the day, and I am go-
ing 1o tell you that the law journals
of this country are not fanatical nor
sensational but they are edited by
great moen who treat public guestions
in a cold way, and this law journal
of a month ago said this:

‘“The merits of the general question

of woman suffrage undoubtedly ap-
peal more and more strongly to the

reason of the people. Most of the ar-
guments against it are obiously hased
more upon fceling, not to say preju-
dice, than upon the reason of the mag-
ter. The progress of events has placed
women in busincsgs of almost every
Kind. They own a very respectable
portion of all the property of the coun-
try. Some wemen carry on business
of great magnitude. Many of  them
carry on smaller business enterprises.
Wonicn are practising law, practising
medicine, filling church pulpits, serv-
ing on boards of education and of large
state institutions; in short they arc do-
ing no small part of the effective pub-
lic service of the State, as well as of
private enterprises. 'There is little
doulit that on many puhblic guestions,
¢specially those relating to the inter-

ests of the family, of education, of
the care of the necedy, and to other
matters of public morality and de-

cency, the votes of women would ma-
terially strengthen the side of pro-
gress and right. At any rate, half
the population which already repre-
sents great property and business in-
terests and is increasingly powerful in
ity influecnce wupon all public affairs
cannot be permanently excluded from
the franchise. Some things in the fu-
ture can be confidently predicted. Few
are more certain than the coming of
the ballot to women.”

And that is from one of the greatest law
journals of this country, speaking not as
a matter of sentiment but as a matter of

logic and as a matter of business that the
ballot must come in justice to one-half of
the race.

Now in the evidence which I produce to
you this morning I want to produce evidence
that cannot be contradicted, the matter of
cold evidence from men you must believe
and from witnesses you cannct contradict.
I produce as my {irst witness Hon. John D.
Long, cx-governor of Massachusetts and ex-
secretary of the navy—John D. Long, one
of our great governors, one of the great
scholars of the age, and of course what he
suys must carry weight. What does he say?
Here is what he says:

“I have never heard an argument against
woman suifrage that was not an insult to
the intelligence of a 10-year old boy. If
ong man or woman wanls to exercise the
right to vote, what earthly reason is there
for denying it hecause other men and wo-

wien do not wish to exercise it? If I de-
sire to breathe the fresh air of heaven,
shall 1 not cross my threshold because

the rest of the family group pre’er the
stale atmosphere indoors?”’ When the gov-
ernment extends the principle of voling to
a citizen, it says to hum: “We do not
compel you to appear at the polls; we
simply give you the liberty to vote, or
not to vote, as you desire. You may ex-
press your consent or your protest against
conditions, and may help make civilization,
if you wish.” On the other hand, when
the government refuses the privilege, it
says “We compel you to remain away
from the ballot box. Whether you wish
to wvote or not, you shall not. We will
impose upon you any laws which we see
fit, and you shall have no official authority
to protest or {o consent.”

“1Tuman ingenuity cannot suggest a single
distinction between the sexes so far as the
right of voting is concerned. They are
equally intelligent so far as the intelligence
to vote is concerned. They are equally
competent to judge of the merits of meas-
ures and the comparative merits of candi-
dates. * * * % 1f it is a right why should
it be denied? When yet in the history of
the world has it been found that what is
right is inexpedient.”

One of the greatest judges ever upon
the bench of the Supreme Court of the
United States was Justice David J. Brewer,
who died a short time ago, one of the
greatest legal minds of this nation, and
Justice Brewer was not moved by any
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sentiment whatever. Trom his great learn-
ing and his investigation what did he say?
He said:

“But, putting all the arguments pro and
con together, whatever may be the abstract
right, the real question is a practical one.
How does woman's suffrage work when
tried? In this nation, four states, Colora-
do, Utah, Wyoming and ldaho, have grant-
ed full suffrage, and in at least the first
three of thom it has been in existence long
encugh for substantial results.

“One thing is true of all; there has
been no organized effort to repeal the grant.
‘Whatever may be isolated opinions, the
gensral mass of the voters are satisfied.
Indeed, few have expressed antagonistic
views, If the citizens of these states find
nothing objectionable in woman’s suffrage,
a natural conclusion is that no injury has
resulted. Especialy is this true when the
declarations of its friends in its favor are
many and strong.”

Kir. Speakcr, my position is this: I
stand with Justice Brewer, that the
way to settle this question is not by
argument against woman sulfrage, but
to take the states that have adopted
woman suffrage for many years and
bv that tcst sav what the effect will
be on Maine. Is there a man in this
Fouse who will stand up here and say
that the women of Maine are not as
capable of suffrage as the women of
these four states just mentioned? Are
your sisters, mothers, wives and
daughters of Maine to be disfranchised
because they are not as capable of the
ballot as the women of the four states
I have just mentioned? What zbout
those four states? I call as witnesses
the governorg of those four states.
First I will call Governcr John C. Cut-
ler of Utah. What dces he say? He
gays “The influence of women suffrag
has been on the side of peace at the
polls and the selection of better offi-
cials.,” 1 next call Governor Hunt of
Idaho. What does he say? Idie says:
“The woman vote has compelled not
only state conventions, but more par-
ticularly county conventions of both
parties to select the cleanest and best
material for public office.” I next call
Governor Hoyt of Wyoming., What
does he say? He says: “For 20 years
the women of this territory have taken
part with the men of the territory in
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its government, and have exercised
this right of suffrage equally with
them; of the results of which we are
are all proud. No man has ever dared
to say in the territory of Wyoming
that women suffrage is a failure.
There has been no disturbance of the
domestic relations; there has been no
diminution of the social order, nor of
the digrity that characterizes the ex-
ercise of the election franchise; there
huas been on the contrary, an improve-
ment of the social order, better laws,
better officials, a higher and Dbetter
civilization.”

I next call Ex-Governor Adams of
Colorado, and he says:

“During the years of equal suffrage
in Colorado T have known many thous-
and women voters. Of all that number
not enough to fill an automobile de-
sired or were wiiling to surrender their
right to vote. If submitted to the de-
cigion of Colorado women, not one per
cent. would vote for repeal. Some
women, like some men, may not care
for the duty and responsibility of the
ballot, but it is not human unature to
surrender a right that is a power and
a defence. You can no more repeal
the equal suffrage law than you can

repeal the Declaration of Independ-
cnce. The human right once planted
in the statute of frce government is

there forever.” hd

And that great man, Judge Lindsay,
of the Denver juvenile court says:

“We have in Colorado the most ad-
vanced laws of any state in the Unijon
for the care and protection of the
home and the children, the very foun-
dation of the republic. We owe this
more to woman suffrage than to any
other one cause.”

Gentlemen of the House, the state of
Washington has added its endorsement
of woman suffrage in addition to these
other states, and what is the first act of
woman suffrage in Washington? A man
was elected mayor of the city of Seattle
and he allowed the brothels and liquor
shops and dens to run wide open in Se-
attle, and under the laws of the state of
Washington there is a recall and the wo-
men of that state this very last month
invoked the recall in Seattle, and that of-
ficial was removed from office by the
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votes of the women of Washington. No
wonder the politician trembles when he
thinks of women voting, corruption must
leave the ballot box, vile men can no
longer handle the government, outlaws
can no longer rule when women can
vote. While we have been in session
here, Mr, Speaker, the Leogislatures of
Kansas and California have indorsed wo-
man suffrage and submitted the amend-
ment to the people, and it will be by
them indorsed without doubt. Is Maine
with her motto 1 Lead” going to linger
in the race of these good states that have
adopted woman suffrage? Who is not for
woman suffrage? Here in Maine your
State and county Granges are for woman
suffrage. Your great labor organizations
stand for woman suffrage. Samuel Gom-
pers says: “I am for unqualified woman
suffrage as a matter of human justice.”
John Mitchell, ex-president of the United
Mine Workers of Ameriea, says: “I'm in
perfect harmony with the declaration of
the American Fed-ration of Lapor, which
has indorsed the demand that women be
given the right to vote.” \.nat are vou
going to do about it? Justice Brewer a
few days before his death said:

“Female suffrage will come. Not fully
at once, but by varying steps. Woman’'s
broader education, her increasing ramil-
iarity with business and public afairs,
will lead to it. And why not?

“The chief reply is the home. God for-
bid that it should be jeopardized. But
female suffrage will not d»base the home
or lessen its power and influence. On the
other hand, it will introduce a refining
and uplifting power into our political life.

“Union in effort is the growing lesson
of the times. Our first parcnts, guilty of
a mutual sin. were, according to the al-
legory in Genesis, driven out of Eden,
that garden which gave men all things to
live with and nothing to live for. Hanl
in hand they went out of Eden; hand in
hand they must enter the new paradise,
grander and nobler than the pristine
Eden, because wrought out of the thorn-
growing earth by their united labors.”

This is my {ribute to the women of
Maine. Will veu do them justice? The
poet Maeteorlinek gave a wonderful
picture, and perhaps vou recall it—of
the lighthouse keeper who took Trom
the cil of his lamps and gave it to his
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frierds, his ncighbors, and he gave to
this one a little and to that one a lit-
tle until the oil was all gone, and the
men who borrowed the oil, wreckers
along the coust, lit false lights all
along the siiore and the darkness came
and the great ship was driven upon
the rocks and the hreakers because the
oil was gone. Do you know, gentlemen,
that we are standing in perilous times?
Do you know that the old ship of state
is in danger of heing driven upon the
breakers and rocks by the nan-en-
rorcement of law and the licensing of
the vices of the nation? We have been
giving away the oil. What will we have
for light? We ought to have a great
light in the lighthouse of this nation.
the tight of the women who gather in
our churches todav, the women who
have no hallot and vet who conduct
and egtablish and carry on the church
work. If we can have the light of the
wonien in the great sccicties and the

women's clubs and women’s societies
for ihe Lenefit of our race, and they
have no ballots; if we can have the

Hght of the women of the homes, if
we could have the great light that
would come with woman’ hallot bring
the good ald ship of state into the har-
hor of safety. This is my tribute. Mr.

Speaker, to the women of the State of
Maine.

“1f od is in the sea and sky,

And Yives in light and rides the storm,
Then God is God although He Ve
Tinehrined within a woman’s form,
And claims glad reverence of Me.”
(Anplause)

Mr. TIIOMPSON of Presque Isle: Mr.
Speaker, it has not been my intention to
attempt to make any speech at all at
this session, much less a speech on wo-
man suffrage, and.I know that anything
I can say will be very uninteresting com-
nared with the addvess of our friend,
the gentleman from Houlton. I do not
desire to speak in favor of woman suf-
frage, I want to speak in favor of the
gentleman from Houlton. [ have observ-
ed at the present session that on every
proposition which the gentleman from
Houlton has seen fit to support or op-
pose he has been turned down, knocked
down and trampled under foot. (Laugh-
ter.) And I believe if the gentleman from



796

Houlton was called upon to preach a ser-.

mon he would use for his text these
words: “Lord, how are my adversaries
increased. Many are they that rise
against me.” (Laughter.) As early in
the session as January 17 an order was
introduced by the gentleman from Water-
ville requiring that no resolve carrying
an appropriation of money should be fi-
nally passed prior to March 1. Against
this resolve the gentleman from Houlton
unlimbered his heavy guns and when the
battle was over the gentleman from Houl-
ton was downed by a vote of 108 to 9.
Not satisfied with that, on January 26
he tackled the proposition to abolish the
office of assistant attorney general, and
again he was downed by a vote of 119 to
16, At last came that fateful day, the
16th of February, when alone and unaid-
ed, deserted even by his own staunch
henchmen, the gentleman from Houlton
fouczht the resubmission resolve, and ‘he
result of that battle has passed into his-
tory, 104 to 40. The next hornets’ nest
the gentleman succeeded in stirring up
was the matter in regard to the Aroos-
took registry of deeds, and when the dust
had lifted and the smoke of battle had
cleared away, it was found that the gen-
tlemman from Houlton had been downed
to the tun~ of 65 to 83. The next propo-
sition which the gentleman from Houlton
saw fit to tackle was ballnt reform, and
he and ballot reform went down together
73 to 59. And vesterday he bobbed up se-
renelv and opnosed the bill in regard to
the removal of county attornevs by the
Covernor and he was again turned down
by a vote of 78 to 57. Anw now today we
fnd him defending the cause of the moth-
ers and wives and daughters of Maine
Now, Mr. Speaker, away up in the county
of Aroostook, in that fair town which
this gentleman represents, his constitu-
ents are looking to him with anxioua
eyes; they have seen him fall each time
that he has advocated a measure and
each time they have anxiously asked
themselves: “Can he come back?’ (Ap-
plause and laughter.) Now, gentlemen,
are you going to put him down again?
For Heaven’s sake. is there no mercy left
in your breasts? (Laughter.) I hope that
the motion of the gentleman from Houl-

ton will prevail, not because I believe in
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woman suffrage or because I do not, but
out of respect to a great fighter and a
men who does not know when he is lick-
ed. (Laughter and applause.) I hope the
motion prevails in this House; and if it
must be turned down let it be turned
down in the Senate where they are no re-
specters of persons. (Applause.)

Mr. AMES of XNorridgewock: Mr.
Speaker, the remarks of the last gen-
tleman remind us that history repeats
itself. It seems to me that he must
have seen the way pointed out. I
move the question.

Mr. GOODWIN of Biddeford: (Ap-
plause.) Mr. Speaker, I had not in-
tended to say a word on this subject
one way or the other but as I am
numbered in the minority report along
with my distinguished friend the gen-
tleman from Houlton, I feel it Incum-
bent upon me to say  a few words,
otherwise I fear tha results when I
get home, (Laughter.) This question
of woman suffrage is almost as old as
the hills. The question of woman’s
rights, out of which it grew, dates
back to that memorable scene in the
garden of Tden. You can follow it
down throughout the ages, You can
follow it down through the time of
Plato down to the days of Montesque,
Montesque believed in the freedom of
women, but the kind of freedom the
Englishmen believed in for the p2ople
of Ireland. They said, build a wall
around Ireland and put all the TIrish
inside and give them all the freedom
they want. But that is not the kind
of freedom I believe in for women. I
have received a large number of let-
ters since this subject was opened up
here, since the bill wag introduced and
before, from intelligent and earnest
women of this State asking me to give
my support to this measure. So far
as I can remember I replied to all of
those letters and told the writers in
substance that I would give careful at-
tention to the arguments pro and con
and then would make up my mind and
vote according as my conscience dic-
tated. I have fulfilled that part of the
request, and now 1 will merely say
that in fulfilling my premise made
since that time to vote for this bill 1
do so because I belicve there is no
reason in a democracy why any per-
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son should be deprived of the right to
vote except for moral or mental de-
fects, and I am unwilling to say that
the women of Maine are to be classed
in that category.

There is one more word I would like
to say. 1 mentioned the tact that I
had received a good many letters from
women asking me to support the
measure. I received one Black Iand
letter from a constituent asking me
not to vote for it and saying lo nie
that if T did my name in politics was

Dennis and I was going straight to
hell. (Laughter.) Now that letter did

not disturb me much, for oddly enough
I had just laid aside a little volume

written by a Presbyterian clergyman
in Massachusetts who has devoted

vears of his life to research and he
has.come to the conclusion that there
is no such place as hell, that we are
all bound to everlasting felicity. 1
trust that the motion of the gentleman
from Houlton will prevail. (Applause.)

Mr. WILSON of Auburn: Mr.
Speaker, now that the gentleman from
Houiton has seen fit to lay aside pol-
itics and meet Us on common ground,
I assure him that he will have sup-
port. (Applause.y TUnlike the gentle-
man who said that he e¢ndorsed the
gentleman from Houlton, not because

he believed In woman suffrage but
in order to vote with the gentleman
frora Houlton, T wish to say that

I will vote with the gentleman from
Houlton from the fact thuat I believe
in woman suffrage. I claim, gentle-
men, that 1 can speak in an unpreju-
diced manner. Unlike my friend (rom
Biddeford, I have no fear of the re-
sult when I return home. (Laughter.)
Gentlemen, the influence exerted by
the womern in the State of Maine can-
not be measured today. And, sir, T
do not helieve it they were accorded
the right to wvote, that anything or
anyhody would suffer; and, Mr. Speak-
er, T had rather be elected to the com-
mon council of the city of Auburn
by the votes of the women of Au-
burn than to occupy the exalted posi-
tion that you do at the present time.
(Applause.) Gentlemen, with these few
remarks and to put myself on record,
I want to second the meotion of the

(Applause.)
moved that
it be taken

gentleman from Houlton,

Mr. Berry of Fayette
when tlie vote is taken
by 1he yeas and nays.

Mr. DAVIES: Mr. Speaker, may 1
inquire of the gentleman from Au-
burn if he is a married man? (Ap-
plause.)

Mr. WILSON: T am not, gentle-
men, Mr. 8peaker, it is the one thing
I have to regret in life that I am
not a married man. (Laughter and
applause.)

The question heing,
and nays be ordered,

The motion was agreed to.

The SPEAKER: Those in favor of
corferring the right of suffrage on
women will say yes when their names
are called; those opposed will say no.
The clerk will call the roll,

YEA:—Alen of  Jonesboro,
Bearce, Benn, Berry, Boman,
Briggs, Brown, Burkett, Davis,
of Waldoboro, Do2scotfeaux,
Drummond, Dufour, Dutton, IFarnham,
IMites, Goodwin, Gross, Harmon, Hast-
ings, Hedman, Hersey, Johnson, Kennard,
Kingshury, Knight, T.ittlefield of WWells,
Macomber, Mallet, McBride, MecCready,
Mitchell, Monroe, Morse of Waterford,
Mower, Newcomb, Pattaneall. Pell tier,
Perkins of Kennebunk, Phillips, Pive,
Plummer, TPorter of Mapleton, Powers,
Turtram, Quimby, NRobinson of Lagrange,
Robinson of Peru, TRussell, Sawyer,
Scates, Shea, Skehan, Sle~prr, Smith, Ac-
tive 1. Snow, Snow of Bucksport, Soule,
Stinson, Thompson of Presue Tsle,
Trask, Tucker, Weston, Wheeler, YWhit-
ney, Wilcox, Wilson—70.

NAY:—Ames. Austin. Bistee., Bo2ue,
Camphb 1, Chase. Clark, Clearwater, Con-
ners, Copeland, Cowan, Cronin, Cyr, Da-
vies, Deering of Tortland. Dow. Dovle,
Emerson, Emery, Fenderscon, Frank, Ca-
mache, Hartwell, effron, Hodgkins, Ho-
gan, Jordan, Kellev, Kelleher, Lambert,
Lawry, I. Bel. T.ibby. Mace, Manter, Mar-
riner, MecAllister, McCurdv, Merrifield,
Merrill. Miller of Hartland, Morse of Rel-
fast, Murphv, Noves. Otis, Packard. Pat-
ten., Perkine of Mechanic Tralls, Poters,
Pinkham, Pollard, Porter of Pembhroke,
Ross, 8mall. Alvah Snow, Stetson, Striek-
Iand, Thompson of Skowhegan, Traffon,
Trim. Trivhi>, Turner, ¥Waldron, Wey-
mouth, Williamson, Woodside—66.

ABSENT:—Alen of olumhia Talls
Anderson. Andrews, Buzzell. Colby. Cou-
ture, Dunn, Greenv-ood. Hodeman, T.itti»
field of Bluehill, McCann, Perey, Wilkin:»
-1

So the motion was agreed to. (Great
apnlause and laughter))

The resolve then received its first rrad-
ine and was assigned for tomorrow
morning.

shall the yeas

Averill,
Bowlker,
Deerring
Dresser,
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On motion of Mr. Goodwin of Bidde-
fuord the rules were suspended and
he introduced a resolve entitled a
“Tesolve to protect and maintain the
peace and quiet of the House.”

On miotiecn of Mr. Willilamson
Augusta the resolve was tabled
printing.

of
for

Majority and minerity reports of
the judiciary committee on Bill, An
Act creating a single board form of
representative government for cities
and towns In the State of Maine.

Mr. Jordan of Portland moved the
adnption of the minority report, ‘“ought
to pass.”’

Mr. DAVIES of Yarmouth: Mr,
Speaker, I do not understand that
there is anything in the resolve that
is applicakle to any city in the State
of Maine unlegs the city, under the
initiative of 25 per cent. ¢f its elec-
tors, asks to have the provisions of
the resolve apply to that ecity; and
I hope that the motion will prevail.

Mr., WILLIAMSON of Augusta: Mr.
Sreaker, I wish tc say a word in ex-
planation of the action of the ma-
jority of the committee. It happens
somewhat unfortunately that the re-
port is divided apparently upon pol-
itical lines. That fact is @ mere co-
ireidence; there is no polities what-
ever in this Bill. This is a general
bill which refers to every city in the
State and every town in the State
which has more than 7030 inhabitants.
It allows such city or town. upon pe-
tition of 25 per cunt. of its citizens, to
vote upon the question of whether
they will adopt this identical charter,

which T understand is copted in the
1ajn, with some modifications, from
the Des DMoines charter. Now I do

not  suppose that anybody objects to
a city having any kind of a city char-
ter which the city itself desires. Dur-
ing the present session the city of
Gardiner has come to this House and
asked for a charter and it has been
granted unanimously. It is some-
what different from this charter., The
city of Waterville has come to this
Fouse and asked for a charter and it
has been granted unanimously, and
that charter differs not only from
this charter but it differs in some re-
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gpects from that of the city of Gar-
diner. The idea is, that dilfcrent cities
have different needs. The nescds of
the ecity of Portland are 1ot exactly
those perhaps of a city in the interior;
so when a city wants a charter it
secmis 1o me the best way for them
to do is for the citizens of that city
to get together and come to the Leg-
islature, and the Legislature will not
refuse to pass it. TUnder this resolve
the citizens must vote on this proposed
form of charter or none all, and
you are likely to get a charter which
in some respects will not e applicable
to a particular city in which the vote
is taken.

at

I do not belicve we should make it
too easy for towns or cities to change
over from their present form of gov-
ernment.. If you do that vou are apt
to make their action too hasty. It is
better for cities and towns when they
wish to adopt charters not to do*so in
haste but to come here to the Legis-
lature and let their proposition be con-
sidered. If the city of Portland wishes
tc have this charter I believe no one
will oppose it, but before the com-
mittee there was considerable dispute
about it. I will not discuss the pro-
vigiong of the bill. One provision in it
does not particularly appeal to me.
It makes the salaries of these officials
in a city the sizo of Portland $18,000
a year which scems to me too much. T
think it is doubtful in a city the size
of Augusta, for instance, if we could
save enough out of other departments
to make up ior the expense we should
have to incur in this respect. It
seems to me on the whole that it
would be better to allow every city,
when they want a charter, to come to
the Legislature and tell us what they
want and we will grant it, rather than
to apply a level rule and let them take
this or nothing.

Mr. DAVIES: Mr. Speaker, I do not
sec how any injustice can be done by

the adoption of this bill. Tt has been
said that the inhabitants of a city
know better what their nceds are

than any one else, and in that state-
ment I most heartily concur. But
there is a way provided in this bill,
which was an exact copy of the Des
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Moines bill so called, that no action is
to be taken unless 25 per cent. of the
electors petition for it, and then no
action is to be taken until the bitl is
submitted under the referendum and a
majority of the clectors vote to adopt
the bill. What better expression could
be desired from the citizens of any
municipality as to what they want?
If there is any better way I am per-
fectly frank to confess I never heard
of it. 'There is no undue haste here
as has been suggesied. This matter
has been discussed in the State of
Maine for years., One purpose of the
commisgsion form of government is to
make a public doliar go as far as 2
private dollar. [t concentrates  au-
thority., If therc is some difficuity in
the city government, there is  some
person to look to to sce that the diffi-
culty is removed. Tt applies business
methods Instead of ceuncilmen and
alder for each ward there is the
commission that works in conjunction
with the mayor. One hundred an?
soventeen cities in the United States
have adopted this form of govern-
ment at the initiative of the electors,
and that is all we ask to do herc. Why
cannot this Legislature say to the in-
habitants of Portland, if 25 per cent.
of the electors  petition under the
initiative for this act and it is then
submitted under the relfercndum and
50 per cent. of the electors voling de-

cide that they wish to  apply this
charter to the city of Portland, what
reason have we to object? The bill

includes a provision for the nomina-
tion of these officials under the direct
primary. It includes a provision for
the initiative and the referendum. It
goes further and it provides in the bill
tor the recall of unworihy officials:
and it seems to me that we can safely
adopt those three features. If they
have proved Dbeneficial to the citizens
of other municipalities, why shouldn’t
they be beneficial to the citizens of
our municipalities? I would like to
see us break away from the old meth-
od in our municipalities and let them
come in under the light of experience
which has been shown to us by some
of the Western cities,
It they ask to do go.

only, however,
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Mr. as I

heretofore

Speaker,
the State of

Mr. PATTANGALL:
understand it,
Maine city churters have not been attempt-
od to be made uniform, but each charter
has been so arranged as to suit local con-
ditions. Of late it has become the cus-
tom of the Legislature, and a wise custom,
that when any change in a city charter
has been proposed, to leave that change
to the voters of the city rather than to
act upon it in the first instance on the
part of the Legislature. That has been
our general rule for the past two or three
sessions. During the last three or four
years there has been more or less of an

in

agitation through Maine to substitute for
our c¢ld system of city charter the new

for of city charter known as the commis-
sion form of government. Two cities, ap-
plied to the last Legislature for a charter
which *te people submitting it believed to
be such as their voters would approve.
They weoere submitted back to the cities to
yole upol. 1 believe in both instances
they wcere rejected. At this session two
other cities, Waterville and Gardiner, have
presented charters.  The Legislature with-
out going into the details of those charters
submitted those back to the voters of Wa-
terville and Gardiner to act upon. 1 do
not see what else a Legislature could do.
‘When a city comes here and asks for some-
thing for itself, that conzerns nobody else,
1 do not see what else a Legislature could
do but to permit those matters to go to
the local voters. DBut that is pot this Act.
TUnder this Act some charitably inclined
gentlemen of Portland have sought to frame
a ¢ity charter for everybody. If Portland
came here and sald they had a charter
they would like to submit to the voters of
Portland I should say there was
no possible argument to be made
against it, but I do not kinow why the
Portland Board of Trade, if it became in-
terested in that sort of thing, did not pro-
pose a city charter for Portland. Now here
is a proposition that there shall be en-
acted into the general law of your State
a form of charter, and if any city wants
to adopt a commission charter there is the
form already made for them. Well, it
would fit some of the cities perhaps but it
won't fit them all. As I understand the
laws of Maine, where there is a general
provision of law under which you may
properly act, you must avail yourselves of
that general law, rather than to go to the
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Legislature and ask for a special right.

It is said that this charter is a copy of
the Des Moines charter. In getting up
the proposed charter for Waterville it
was a matter of careful thought. They
did not adopt the Des Moines charter,
and that charter is not synonymous with
the others. The Galveston charter dif-
fers materially from the Des Moines
charter. The Haverhill charter and the
movement in Haverhill for government by
commission was what started the move-
ment in Maine to a great extent, but the
Haverhill charter is no more like he ues
Moines charter than the present charter
of Portland is like the charter of Water-
ville. It differs materially. When Port-
land citizens come and say: ‘“We will
make a charter and put it in your gen-
eral law and when some of you other
folks think you would like one of these
modern, up-to-date commission charters
you take our form,” I do not helieve it
is right. I do not know that it is neces-
sary for us to jump at the conclusion
that every city in Maine wants to change
its city charter to the model of the Des
Moines plan because somebody would
like to change theirs. The initiative and
referendum has been referred to in con-
nection with this measure. I was in favor
of the initiative and referendum when
it was adopted. I was caught by a
phrase, as many of us are. If this mat-
ter was to come up again I should vote
to take it out of the constitution at onox
for I believe that it has been of no use
to Maine. When a charter is submitted
to the voters of Waterville T want the
people of Waterville to write that charter.
Our people took two years to frame their
charter and even after it was submitted
they had to send amendments here and
have them put in. Tt is a difficult thing
to frame a city charter which strikes a
local condition. We know more about
what we can pay in salaries than the
Portland Board of Trade does. Why
don’t you leave your law as it is so that
when a city wants its charter changed it
can snunarely and frankly come to the
Legislature and say so, and then send
that charter, not somebodv/ else’s, but
that charter, back to the voters of that
city to vote upon? I hope the motion to
substitute the minority report for the re-

port of the majority will not prevail.

LEGISLATIVE RECORD—HOUSE, MARCH 23

Mr. DAVIES: Mr. Speaker, I do not
understand that there is any application
in the bill whatever to any city unless it
adopts it in the way provided for in the
bill. I do not understand the law to be
that no ecity, providing we adopt this
charter as proposed under the bill, would
be precluded from coming here and ob-
taining a special charter providing the
Legislature saw fit to grant it.

Mr. MURPHY: Mr. Speaker, I have
had experience in attempts to formu-
late new charters for Portland for the
last 10 years. There are two sides to
this question. Some people would like
to have this charter endorsed by the
Legislature, others would not. Now
what iz the trouble with the present
method of government in Portland?
They say it is extravagant and waste-
ful. They would have to hustle consid-
erably to vaste $18,000 which this bill
calls for. It looks to me like a new
scheme to put new people into the city
government. T do not doubt but what
the ecity zovernment could he more
economically administercd under this
new method but I do not believe the
citizens would get any better satisfac-
tion, This charter vou are discussing
here is reclly for Portland only. They
simply took this method of getting it
bv, krowing well encugh that in Port-
land therc might be a demonstration
against it.

Mr. PATTANGALL: Mr. Speaker, T
think this Legislature should hesitate
before they adopt too many novel
methods of government. As to the di-
rect primaries, for instance, I have no
doubt that hundreds of voters signed
those petitions for a direct primary
telieving that thev thought they be-
lieved in the principle involved. Your
direct primary is being forced on vou,
not by the publie, but by a few gen-
tlemen who, because thev are always
in the minority in thair narty,
think that in some new-fangled way,
bv getting up something besides the
old-fashioned way, thev may be sud-
denly placed in the majority. That is
the whole thing back of the direct pri-
mary matter in my opinion. On a par
with this nroposition of getting direct
primary petitions is the proposition nf
putting the commission ‘charter

[AAUS N
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through here for cities when no city
has asked for this form of charter ex-
cept Portland, and Portland did not
ask for it for itself but for somebody
else. It is said that other cities could
asx for special charters if they de-
sire. Then if that is true, what is this
proposed law for? No two cities ever
wanted the same charter yet. No two
cities in Maine have ever yet asked for
ti:e same charter. An element from
Portland asks to put in the general
law the proposition which I do not
know whether Portiand wants or not
but which no other city has asked for,
but which in a mecasure applics at
least to every city in Maine and which
would prejudice in any city in Maine
an effort on the part of anybody else
to frame up anything in the way of a
city charter, Now I think we have leg-
islated pretty carefully so  far this
winter. The committee on the judiciary
had this matter before them and I
do not believe you want to substitute
the minority oi that committee for the
judgment of thie majority. I do not be-
licve yeu want to change from the
judgment of the majority of that com-
mittee to the prejudice of a minority
of it.

The question being on the motion to
substitute the minority report “ought
te pass” for the majority report.

Mr. Davies moved that the yeas and
nayvs Le ordered.

The motion was lost.

A divisicn wus then had and the mo-
tion was lost by a vote of 85 to 5.

On mstion of Mr. Williamson the ma-
jority report was then accepted.

On motion of Mr. Williamson the
Fouse took a reccss until 2.30 o'clock
this afternoon.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Finally Pzssed.

Regolve in favor of the Madawaska
Training school.

Resolve fer the purpose of oper-
ating the fish hatcheries and feeding
stations for fisheries and for the pro-
tection of fish, game and hirds.

Resolve in favor of the State Schootl
for Boys.

MARCH 801

Resclve in favor of Furt Willam
Henry in the town of Bristol.

Resclve providing for insurance on
the Normal school buildings.

Passed to Be Enacted.

An Act to incorporate the Guilford
Water District.

An act additional to Chapter 70 of
the Revised Statutes.

An Act to amend Section 20 of Chap-
ter 6 of the Revised Statutes, relat-
ing to polling places.

An  Aect reluting to protection of
smelts along the coast of Maine from
Casco bay to Penobscot bay.

An Act to incorporate 1he Nigger
Broolk Power Company.

An Act to amend Section 62 of Chap-
ter 15 of the Revised §Slatutes, as
amended by Chapter 58 of the PPub-
lie Laws of 1905, relating to free High
scheols.

An Act to amend Section 3 of Chap-
ter 129 of the Revised Statutes, as
amendcd by Chapter 40 of the Pub-
lic T.aws of 1905, Chapter 144 of the
Public Laws of 1988, relating to sale
of milk.

An Act to amend by adding Section
36 of Chapter 94 of the Revised Stat-
utes, relating to the creation of ponds
for cutting and harvesting of ice for
the market,

An Act to amend Chapter 213 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1999, re-
Iating to fishing in Belgrade stream,
in Kennebec county.

An Act relating to the change of lo-
cation of the tracks of street rail-
way companies.

An Act to amend Section 2 of Chap-
ter 22 of the Revised Statutes. as
amended by Chapter 231 of the Pub-
lic Laws of 1909, relating to sentence
for maintaining nuisance.

An Act to legalize the acts and do-
ings of the First Universalist Socicty
of Orland, Maine.

An Act relating to criminal insane.

An Act to authorize the Aroostook
Valley Railroad Company to extend
its lJines from Woodland to Carihou.

An Act to amend Chapter 359 of
the Private and Special Laws of the
ftate of Maine for the year 1903, in
relation to sewers for the town of
York.
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An Act to amend Section 4 of Chap-
ter 15 of the IRevised Statutes, as
amended, relating to union of two or
more towns for employment of a
superintendent of schools.

An Act to amend Chapter 369 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1889, en-
titled “An Act regulating the appoint-
ment of members of the police force
of the city of Bangor.”

An Act to authorize the Rumford
Village Corporation to raise money
for the purpose of cleaning its streets
and removing garbage aud other re-
fuse matter and provide for the dis-
pozal of same.

An Act to extend the charter of the
Lincolnville Water Power Company.

An Act to amend Section 1 of Chap-
ter U3 of the Revised =Statutes, re-
lating to recording of personal prop-
erty, mortgages and sales.

First Reading of Printed Bills.

An Act to regulate the hunting
killing of gray squirrels.

An Act to prohibit the use “of gang
hooks, so called, when fishing in the in-
land waters of this State.

An Act to provide a close time on wood
ducks, so called.

An Act to change the name of Roach
river to Kokadjo river, First Roach pond
to Kokadjo lake, Second Roach pond to
Second Kokadjo lake, Third ..oach pond
to Third Xokadjo lake and ¥ourth Roach
pond to Fourth Kokadjo lake. (Tabled
pending first reading on motion of Mr.
Phillips of Shirley.)

An Act to regulate the sale and pur-
chase of trout, land-locked salmon, togue,
white perch and black bass.

An Act to amend an Act relating to the
police court for the city of Rockland.

An Act to amend Section 1 of Chapter
244 of the Public Laws of 1909, relating to
th= transmission of power beyond the
confines of the State. M

An Act to amend Section 4, Chapter 102
of the Public Laws of 1905, relating to
the Penobscot tribe of Indians.

An Act to regulate ice fishing in An-
droscoggin county.

An Act for the encouragement of Indus-
trial education.

Mr. Murphy of Portland offered House
amendment A, by striking out the words

and
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“fifty thousand” in the third line of Sec-
tion 8 and substituting in place thereof
the words ‘twenty-seven thousand five
hundregd.”

Th> amendment was adopted, the bill
received its two readings and was assign-
ed for tomorrow morning.

An Act to incorporate the Upper - St.
John Log Driving Company.

An Act to incorporate the Swans Island
Water Company.

Mr. McBridge of Mount Desert offered
House amendment A, by adding thereto
Section 13, “Said company is hereby fur-
ther authorized to locate, lay and main-
tain its pipes and other necessary strue-
ture under and through the tide waters
of Old Harbor, and under and through
any and all other tide waters in said
town of Swan’s Island.”

The amendment was adopted, the bill
received its two readings and was assign-
ed for tomorrow morning.

An Act to incorporate the Sandy River
Power and Development Company. (Ta-
bled pending second reading on motion
of Mr. Scates of Westbrook.)

An Act to establish the Yorkshire mu-
nicipal court.

An Act to incorporate the Island Light
& Water Company.

On motion of Mr. Pattangall of Wa-
terviile, the rules were suspended and
that gentleman introduced resolve in
favor of Carl C. Jones, clerk of the
committee on taxation. (Referred to
the committee on appropriations and
financial affairs.)

On motion of Mr. Phillips of Shir-
ley, the rules were suspended and that
gentleman introduced remonstrance of
., H. Hill and others against consoli-
dation of fish and game department
with any other department. (Placed on
file.)

Mr. Ames of Norridgewock, present-
ed a similar remonstrance, and the
same was placed on file.

Resolve making an appropriation for
the purposc of obtaining information
in regard to the wild lands for the
purpose of taxation.

This resolve was passed to be en-
grossed in both branches, finally
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passed in the House and in the Senate
indefinitcly postponed.

On motion of Mr. Bearce of Edding-
ton, the resolve was laid on the table.

An Act to amend Section 2 of Chap-
ter 38 of the Public Laws of 1905,

This Dbill was passed to be engross-
ed in both branches, and passed to be
enacted in the House, and comes from
the Senate with Senate Amendment
A, to the title, by adding after the
figures 1905”7 the following: “relat-
ing to the furnishing ot oleomargerin&
by hotel proprietors.”

The votes were reconsidered where-
by this bill was passcd to be engrossed
and wherchy it received its third read-
ing, the amendment ywas adopted and
the bill then reccived its third read-
ing and was passed to be engrossed as
amended in concurrence,

An Act to amend Scction 1 of Chap-
ter of the Private and Special
Lawsg of 1909,

This bill was passed to be engross-
ed in both branches, and passed to be
enacted in the Houge and comes from
the Senate with Senatec Amendment
A to the title, by adding after the fig-
ures ‘1909”7 the words “relating to the
Aroostook  Mutual Fire Insurance
Company.”

The votes were reconsidered where-
by this bill was passed to be engrossed
and whereby it received its third read-
ing, the amendment was adopted and
the bill then received its third read-
ing and was passed to be engrossed
as amended in concurrcnce.

a9
pys)

Specially assigned: House Bill, No
163, An Act to consolidate the fish and
game departments.

Mr. Tucker of Wiscasset moved that
the bill be laid upon the table and
specially assigned for tomorrow morn-
ing.

Mr. PETERS: Will the gentleman
yield the floor for a moment?

Mr. TUCKER: Certainly.

Mr. PETERS: I am aware, Mr.
Speaker, that the matter cannot be de
bated, but it was assigned for this
morning and again assigned for this
afternoon, and I hope we will be able
to clear these things as we get to
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is drawing to a
matter will be

session
the

them.  The
c¢lose and I hope
voted upon.

Mr., WILLIAMSON: This matter
was asgsigned originally for Tuesday,
and at the request of the present com-
missioner, claiming bhe was not pre-
pared to be here, it was reassigned for
today, and it seems to me it would not
be unfair that it should go over until
tomorrow if the gentleman from Wis-
casset desires it

Mr. PETLERS: If there is any de-
sire on the part of the gentleman I
would not want to object. It occurred
to me that it should be shown why it
should go over,

The question being on the motion
that the biill be laid upon the table
and specially assigned for tomorrow
morning,

The motion was lost.

Mr. Packard of Tiockport moved that
the bill be referred to the next Legis-
lature.

Mr. EOMAN of YVinalhaven: Mr.
Speaker, I wish to say that the matter
means a good deal to my constituents.
I represent about 400 fishermen and I
find that there is a divided opinion in
regarvd to the passage of the measure.
In view of that fact I sccond the mo-
tion of the gentleman from Rockport.

Mr. PETERS of Ellsworth: Mr. Speak-
er, as one of the committee who signed
the minority report, I desire to take the
time of the House for a few moments in
giving some of the reasons which actuat-
ed me in signing that report. I will try
and be as brief as possible becauss I am
aware, Mr. Speaker, that this Legislature
is nearing a conclusion and that the
House has no desire to listen to any long-
winded dissertations on topics unless they
are of vital interest. In this question of
the so-called consolidation of these two
departments it would be well .or us, 1
think, to stop a moment and consideg
what they are briefly, and why they
should be put together. The statute in
Chapter 32 provides for the department
of inland fisheries and game. It has be-
come in the course of time a very im-
portant and necessary department of thig
State. Tt is required by law to exercise,
in a measure. legislative, judicial and ex-
ecutive functions. Wil.out reading the
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gtatute you are all doubtless aware, gen-
tlemen, of the provisions which make it
in the power of the commissioners of in-
tand fisheries and game to practicaily
pass laws covering sections of the State.
They have the right to close to fishing
and open again ponds and rivers in the
inland parts of the State. They have the
supervision and control of a large num-
ber of agents, wardens so called, and
their duties in seeing .uat the laws in re-
gard to the fish and game are enforced
are numerous and onerous. I will not
waste the time of the House by describ-
ing the different things which this com-
mission of inland fisheries and game is
obliged to take cognizance of, No de-
partment of the State is of much more
importance than this.

On the other hand, we have down on
the coast a so-called department or com-
mission of sea shore fisheries, established
and provided for under a separate and
distinct section of the statute, being
Chapter 41; and under Chapter 41 the
Governor, with the advice of the Council,
is now autuorized to appoint a commis-
sioner who shall have general supervision
over all the fisheries and their produect
taken In tide waters within the State, in-
cluding the enforcement of all laws relat-
ing to the catching, packing, curing, man-
ufacturing, branding and transportation
of all kinds of pickled, salt and other
fish, and shall make ..ennial and detail-

ed report of his proceedings, and so
forth, This commissioner of sea and
shore fisheries, gentlemen, occuples as

important a place as tnat of the com-
missioner of inland fisheries and game.
Under his administration or since he has
been connected with the affairs of that
~flice a business of which he is closely in
touch and is obliged to be by law has
wonderfully increased. The importance
af our sea and shore fisheries is great. I
am told that more than $6,000,000 worth
of this produce is shown by the report of
the commissioner to have been taken
on our coast during the year 1910. His
connection with the propagation of the
lobster fisheries, his connection with the
matter of oysters and their planting here,
his control over some 20 or more wardens,
controlling and exercising and seeing that
the laws are enforced along our shores
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and bays, is a matter also of ver. much
importance. And there is, Mr. Speaker,
a sharp line of demarkation between the
duties of the sea and shore commission-
er and the duties of the inland commis-
sioner. I understand at high water mark
the line is sharply drawn. The inland
commissioner comes down as far as high
water mark and stops. At the present
time under our present system of laws
he has no jurisdiction and exercises none
below high water mark. On the other
Rand, the commissioner of sea and shore
fisheries does nothing and has no juris-
diction and practically knows nothing of
the transactions of the department above
high water mark; so that these two de-
partments as a matter of fact are totally
distinet and are operating in different ter-
ritories and taking cognizance of differ-
ent subject matters.

Now if thig Dbill, Mr.
actually to consolidate these two de-

partments, as the title reads, “An
Act to establish a department of fish-
eries and game and to consolidate ex-
isting departments,” if this bhill is
what it says it is, An Act to con-
solidate these two depariments, of
course you can see many objections.
It Is not possible that any efficiency
can be added to the service by put-
ting thege two dissimilar departments’
together. 1f there is business enough
in one to occupy the sttention of
the present commissioner, nothing can
ke gained to his department by put-
ting onto it or amalgamsating with
it the department of the inland com-
missioner who has supervision over
the inland lakes and waters and game;
and, on the other hand, the depart-
ment of inland fisheries and game is
occupied by its work, and the addi-
tion to it of the sea and shore fish-
eries  department with its separate
work and separate knowledge can
add nothing to the efficiency of the
inland department. But, ags a matter
of fact, I fail to see that by this
bill these two departments are ac-
tually consolidated at all. The way
I read and construe this bill, while
it appcars to be a bill for the con-~
solidation of these two departments
and does establish a so-called com-
mission of fisheries and game, it ac-

Speaker, is
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tally leaves the line of demarkation
between their duties cxactly as dis-
tinet and se¢parate as it was before.
If you will take the Bill, No. 663, you
will find by the first section that a
commission of fisheries and game is
established. It docs not say how many.
I assume it is to bce of the fellowing

composition, one shall be known as
the commissioner of game and one
as the commissioner of fisheries. The

land agent is made ex-oificio a mem-
ber of the board, and they shall have
an office in the State Capitol, with
suitable furniture and so forth, and
that tlic members of said commission
shall be appeinted by the Governor
withh the advice and consent of his
Exccutive Council, and they shall hold
office during the pleasurc of the Gov-
erncr and Council. That is the first
section. There are no duties in that
first scetion, are therc? Section 2 sayvs
that the office of commissioner of in-
lard fisheries and game is abolished.
Thai is plain. We understand that
the cfiice is abolished. Section 3 says
that Section 54 of Chapter 32 of the
Revised Statutes is repealed. What
is that? Secticn 34 of Chapter
is nothing more or less than the sec-

o
4

tion authorizing the Governor with
the consent of the Council te appoint
cominissioners of inland fisheries and
galne.  Section four of the bill says
that the oflice of ecommissioncer of
sea and shore fisheries is abolished,
That is plain. Scction five provides

simply that the salary shall he $2703,
same as before. It provides for a sal-

ary for the clerk and {or necessury
expenses of the office, and that the
Governor and Council may find the
necessary expenses tg he  properly
vouched. Section six says that Para-

graph 20 of Section 1 of Chanter 115
and all amendments are hereby re-
pealed. That simply relates to the
matter of compensation, a2 I un-
derstand it. Section 7 provides that
Paragraph 21 of Section 1 of Chapter
116 is repealed, and that is practically
the same thing., Now we have got
down to Section 8 which provides that
Chapter 32 of the Revised Statutes
—and that is the chapter
lates entirely to the department of

which re-
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intand fisheries and game—Chapter
32 of the Revised Statutcs and all acts

amendatory there of are hereby re-
pealed by striking out the words

“commigsioners of inland fisheries and
game” and the word ‘“they,” and by
ingerting in place thereof the words
“commissioner of game,” which is the
title of the new officer, and by strik-
ing out the word ‘commissioners”
wherever it occurs and inserting the
word “commissioner” in place thereof.,

In other words, by Section ¥ all the pow-
ers, duties and responsibilities which by
our statutes now rest upon the commission~
ers of intand fisheries and game are by
thig Act placed upon and must be assumed
by the commissioner of game, so called. It
siraply takes the place of the old commis-
sieners of Inland IMish and Game. Sectioin
9 is merely o formal one. Section 10 pro-
vides that Chapter 41 of the Revised Stat-
utes and all amendments and  additions
ihercto are amended by striking out the
words “‘commissioner of sca and shore fish-
eries” and the word “he” in certain places.
Chapler 41 is mnothing more or less than
the chapler giving in details the powers,
duties and responsibilities  imposed upon
and necessarily exercised by the commission-
er of Sea and Shore Fisheries, so that by
the composed Bill all those powers, duties
and responsibilitics imposed upon and nece-
essarily  exerrised by the commissioner of
sea and shore fisheries, so that by the com-
posed DBill all those powers, duties and re-
spensibilities are changed from the pres-
ent commissioner of Sea and Shore [ish-
cries and simply put over on the new so
called commissioner of fisheries. Section 11
provides that the rules and regulations of
the commissioners of Inland Fisheries and
Games which be inforced when this Act
takes clfect are hercby adopted. Section 12
prevides that all Acts inconsistent with this
Act are repealed.

S0 that as 1 understand this proposed
law it does not actually consclidate these
two departments excepting possibly in con-
nertion with the game, where it says that
the commission o* Inland Fisheries and
Game is established. 1 find nothing given
abcut any powers, duties or responsibilities
whatever to this Commission of Fisheries
and Game, so called. I find it to be an
empty name and nothing more. I do find
that this new officer who takes the place
of the Inland Commissioner c¢f Fisheries
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and Game, 1 find that he is given and takes
over all the powers and duties formerly ex-
ercised by the commissioners of Inland
Fisheries and Game, I do not find that
he has the least jurisdiction, power or con-
trol over the matters now pertaining to
the office of the Sea Shore commissioner.
On the other hand, I find in Section 10 a
provision that the sea shore commissioner,
called by the ncw Bill the commissioner of
fisheries, simply succeeds to all the powers
and duties now exercised by the commis-
sioner of Sea and Shore Fisheries, so called,
and that the line of demarkation between
their duties is just as plain and distinct
and easily found out now and will be un-
der this Act as it ever was. So, where is
the good to the State? And where is there
any efficiency acquired. Where is there any
better administration of eilwner department
acquired, unless you get a better man in
the office? DBut regardless of anything of
a personal nature of that kind, how and
where by the adoption of this Act and the
so called consolidation of these two de-
partments, which leaves the line of demark-
ations exactly where it was hefore, all the
powers to be exercised separately as they
were before, where do you gel anv emi-
ciency, any increased efficiency? And un-
less there is some result of that kind and
some bonefit to the State in the shape of
increased efficiency, we have no excuse
for passing this measure, as I look at
it. There is one matter in which I can
see perhaps some benefit, If it is true,
as was claimed before the committee, that
one office of Inland Fisheries and Game is
unnecessary, it is abolished by this Act; and
if that is so, it is well. It does not take
this whole Act to abolish that one office.
Yesterday we abolished the coffice of au-
ditor of State printing, and I voted for that
measure because I was informed by the State
auditor that his office could perform the
duties of that office to a large extent, and
in that way the State could save money.
So in this case, if the State could save
money and that office could be abolished
and that two less will do the business, we
do not need to go through this process to
accomplish this benefit which can be ac-
complished otherwise.

T rail tc see by this act any such
benefit that the State would receive
by the passage of this act. The act
does certainly and violently and em-
phatically and unquestionably legis-
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late ot of office two or three men.
Now it it fair to these men to do it in
that way? If these men are competent
and have been doing a good job for the
State, this should not be done. if these
men or either of them are incompetent,
it is not a fair way to get at them.
They should have an opportunity to be
heard on impeachment. Does tenure
of office mean nothing? By our proced-
ure these men entered upon a three-
vear term, and I say that they had a
right to believe that so long as they
behaved themselves in oftice their
tenure of office would be secure. Is it
a goond thing to have these officials im-
pbued with the idea that they simply
hold from term to term? Wouldn't it
be better to have them independent, to
have a tenure of office that they
know thev can rely upon so long as
they behave themselves? I say that
this will ke a bad precedent for the
State. It will be something far-reacli-
ing in its effects. In voting upon this
matter let us do nothing that we can-
not square not only with our constit-
uents bnt square with our idea of fair
dealing. T leave it to you gentlemen.
(Applause)

Mr. DUNN of Brewer: Mr. Speaker,
I wish to say that my views coincide
exactly with those of the gentleman
from Ellsworth. (Applause)

Nr. CHASE of York: Mr. Speaker, T
represent a district where we have but
little to do with the department of in-
land fisheries and game but my people
have something to do with the depart-
ment of shore fisheries. I want to call
attention to the large number of re-
constrances that have come in here
from the shore towns in relation 1o this
mattar against this bill. So far as T
have been able to learn every one of
tiiose remonstrances came from this
building and originated from the de-
partment of shore fisheries here.
Therefore so far as the remonstrances
are concerned I am satisfied that the
commissioner of shore fisheries here is
undertaking to run this Legislature
in this matter. The attempt is made to
create an apparent public sentiment
when the sentiment does not exist. So
far as the efficiency of the department
is concerned, in the county of York it
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is not worth a cent. The law has not
been enforced there at all and we see
nothing of it. In my town we have a
warden who lives in sight of where 1
dwell but all T have known him to do
was to get all the lobsters he wants
and he is well supplied with them. I
get that information from the fisher-
men themselves. T would not give one
singlc cent for the efficiency of that
department o far as it applies Lo thie
county of York.

Mr. BOMAN of Vinalhaven: Mr.
Speaker, [ wish to say in regard to
petitions thiat have been received, that
the position T have taken on this mat-
ter I have taken entirely on my own
responsibility simply because I believed
it was right. I received one petition
containing ahout 40 names. ¥very one
of the signers is a fisherman; I have
known them for 20 yvears. Bill No, 163
in my opinion is a fair one. I hTiave
heard frorn my constituents, and they
are not willing to accept this change at
the present time. I think this depart-
ment should not become consolidated
with the inland fisheries and game. 1
second the motion to refer it to the
next I.egislature.

The question bheing on the motion
that House Bill 663, the new drafi,
be referred to the next Legislature,

Mr. Roman moved that the vote be
taken by the yeas and nays.

The motion was lost.

A division was then had and the mo-
tion was agreced to by a vote of 79 to 30.

An Act relating to New  Portland
bridge.

The question being on the indefinite
postponement of the bill,

Mr. DRESSER of South Portland
said:

I am placed in a peculiar position
this afternoon, my own Cumberland
Center delegation for which I have a
great decal of respect, being opposed
to mie by a large majority.

And yet I feel that I am fighting
for what really belongs to me and
what this Legislature should grant
me and what many of these gentle-
men did believe but they have a right
to change their minds and they have
a right to change them again and
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I trust that some of them will,

On the other hand there are nearly
10,000 people who look to me as their
representative and expect me to care
for their interests and under all the
circumstances expect that this Bill
will be passed as this bridge has been
condemned by the action f this Leg-
islature, they feel that this Legis-
lature will not adjourn without some
proyper action,

It seems to me that this whole
House is interested in this matter.
This House has sent a legislative
committee to learn the facts about
Portland bridge.

They have attended to it and re-
port to yeu that the bridge is dan-
gercus, in fact condemned Portland
bridge. Got the people in a frenzy
and now I beclieve it is time for this
House to act.

Had we gone hefore a Cumberland
county tribunal, we shoulll have ex-
pected to have dealt with them. But
we went before the highest tribunal of
he State and expected results.

Can you gentlemen of tlis Legisla-
ture send us hack to our constituents
and ask us to tell them, that you
have investigated this bridge and con-
dernned it but they must risk it two
years more because Cumberland coun-
ty delegation says so, aud yet the
Cumberland ceunty commissioners say
they do net oppose it and they know
that all we say about it is true. Are
you after all this to leave us for two
vears with nothing done and nothing
that can ke done without your action.

The Senate representation from
Cumberland county is about as sirong
in our favor as the House rcpresenta-
tion is against., This bridge matter
is not all one sided, everything has
been done that should he done for
this Iouse to vote us this bridge.

I leave it with you gentlemen and
I trust vou will do what is right.

The question being on the motion to
indefinitely postponing the bill,

The motion was agrced to.

House Bill, No, 348, An Act relating
to equalization of school privileges.

On motion of Mr. Jordan of TPort-
land the report of the committee was
accepted, and pending the first read-
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ing of the bill it was tabled on further
motion by Mr., Jordan.

An Act relating to supreme judicial
court at Dover.

Mr. Williamson of Augusta moved
that Report A, ‘“ought not to pass,”
be accepted.

Mr. MONROE of Brownville: Mr.
Speaker, T want to protest against the
acceptance ot this report abolishing
the DMay term of supreme court in
Piscatacquis county. TUntil four years
ago, when we had two terms of court,
our docket grew heavier and more con-
gested, The situation became intoler-
able to the bar, and the Bar Associa-
tion appeinted a committee who came
to this Legislature and as a result a
new term was given us, so that now
we have a term the first Tucsday ot
September, one on the third Tuesday
of January and onc on the first Tues-
day of May. The arrangement is
eminently satisfactory to the members
of the Dar Association. It relieved
the congestion of our docket., We are
able to take care of our matters as
they come. Now it gseems to me that
the reccmmendation as to the abolish-
ing of a term of court in any county
should come properly {rom the Bar
Agsociation of that county who know
what the intcrest of Piscataquis coun-
ty require. 1 understand that Chief
Justice Fmery has written a letter
recommending that this terin be abol-

ished, but I submit, gentlemen, that
the mcmbers of the DBar Association
of that county know better what is

required in the way of terms of court
in that county than does even the
chief justice; and I mean no disrespect
to the chiof justice when I suggest
that the justices of Maine are not paid
by the number of terms of court they
hold and it might be that they would
recommend the abolishment of one or
two termg in any county. Aside from
that recommendation of the chief jus-
tice I understand there are just five
persons in Piscataguis county who
have suggested that this term be abol-
ished, Those five are the only per-
song that I cver heard of that want
that court abolished. They do not pre-
tend to know what the business of the
county requireg in the way of courts.
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They place the whole matter on the
ground of economy. In Heaven's name
gentlemen, how far must we carry this
program of economy? Is there noth-
ing sacred from this bugaboo of econ-
omy? I sincerely hope that the mo-
tion to accept the report “ought to
pass” will not prevail., I have before
me a copy of the Metropolitan Maga-
zine for March which contains a short
story which T will read:

A Cleveland photographer recently
had a woman caller from the country.

“Be you the man who makes pic-
tures? she asked. He admitted that he
was.

“Can vyou make
children?”

“Certainly.

“And what do you charge for ’em?”
was the query.

“Three dollars a dozen.”

“Oh, shucks!” gaid the woman in a
disappointed tone. “Here I'll have to
wait till next year, for I've only got
eleven.”

Won’'t you wait until next year be-
fore you abelish this term of court?

Mr. SHIRLEY of Phillips: Mr.
Speaker, there are three reasons which
appeal to me why this term of court
ghould be abolished. The first is on
the ground of expcnse. The second,
the May term is not needed in the
matter of business. The third reason
is, that the court is held at a time of
year which ig inconvenient for jurors
and witnesses to attend the court. It
has been talked for a year in that
county that this court was unneces-
sary. At a mecting of the Demo-
cratic county committee, containing
three lawyers, last fall it was the
unanimous verdict that this court
should be abolished.

Mr. MANTER of Parkman: Mr.
Speaker, thig term of court was estab-
lished four years ago by the young
members of the Piscataquis bar think-
ing that they would have a better
chance to try their cases. I-under-
stand that at the last Legislature a
bill was presented to abolish the May
term. As far as I am personally con-
cerned I do not care whether it is
abolished or not but I think there is a
decided sentiment in favor of it on the
part of many well informed people.

pictures of little
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Mr. WILLIAMSON: Mr. Speaker,
it came to the attention of the com-
mittce that the municipal courts in
Piscataquis county had not done par-
ticularly satisfactory work and a ncw
municipal court which is expected to
take a great deal of work from the
supreme court, is established by this
Legislature. 1t seems that Piscata-
quis had two terms of court untii 19507,
and at that time there was a call for
a May term, becausc it was said it
would relieve the equity side of the
court. I am informed by H. L. Smith.
an attorney of Greenville, that they
never have tricd an cquity case in
thig court, and that of the other cascs
they only tried three in May, 1908 and
seven in Mayv, 1969 and two in May
1910, That is, in those three years
this court hag only tried 12 cases. Now
it has cost the county in one vcear
$1273.44, in the other ycars it has cost
$678.7¢ in one year, and $5353.30 in an-
other year. T do not believe that the
opinions ol the lawyers of Piscataquis
should have much weight here against
what seems to he the almost unani-
mous desire of the citizens up there.
As 1o two terms of court being suffi-
cient for the county of Piscataquis, T
wish to call attention to the fact that
the c¢ounty of Lincoln has but two
terms of court. In the county of Han-

cock with twice the population of
IFiscataquis, they have at the present
time but two terms. Chief Justicce

has written a letter to the
chairman of the judiciary committee
in retcrence to this matter in which
he gives as his private opinion that it
would be better if this court should be
abolished. The report of the commit-
tee iy not a political one in any sense.
It scems 1o me that as a matter of
sound business common sense it is not
advisable, against the protest of so
many citizens up there, that this court
should remain longer., I will say that
it this May term is abolished I un-
derstand it makes the other two lerms
inconveniently near together. I have
no doubt, if this bill passes, that suit-
able dates of the remaining termg will
be arranged and a bill to that cffect
can be passed.

Mr. SHIRLEY of Phillips: Mr
Speaker, I desire to say that there is

Entery
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no politics connccted with this mat-
ter. Just as many Republicans in
Piscataquis county favor abolishing
thiy court as Democrats.

The guestion being on the motion to
accept the report of the committee
“ought {o pass.”

A division was had and the motion
was agreed to by a vote of 73 to 8.

The bill then received its two read-
ings, and on motion of Mr. Williamson
the rules were suspended, the bill re-
ceived its third reading and was pass-
cd to Le engroassed.

An Act relating to the Beltast and
Liberty Rallroad Company.
Mr. Willlamson c¢f Augusta offered

Amendment A, to strike out the -vords

“China” and “Winslow” in line 13,
Section 3.

The amcendment was adopted and
the bill was then passed to be en-

grossed as amcnded.

On motion of Mr. Pattangall, Tall, An
Act relating to the Yarmouth Manu-
facturing Company, was taken from
tiie table.

Mr. Pattangall offered ITouse Amend-
ment A after the words “Yarmouth”
and Yclfore the word “Cumberiand” in
Section 2 insert the word “and’; after

tiie word “Cumberland” in Secction 2
strike out the words *“‘and Freeport”
and inscrt in licu thercof the words

“and for manufacturing or mechanical
purposes in units of not less than 10
horgepower in the town of Freeport.”

The amendment was adopted and the
Lill was read a sccond time.

On motion by Mr. Pattangall the
rules were sugpended and the bill re-
ceived its third reading and was pass-
ed to he engrossed as amended.

On motion by Mr. Kelleher of Port-
land, Bill, An Act to incorporate the

Davis Improvement Company was
taken from the table. .
The bill received its two readings

and was assigned for tomorrow morn-
ing.

On motion by Mr. Murphy of Port-
land, Bill, An Act to amend Section
115 of Chapter 15 of the Revised Stat-
utes as amended, relating to apnro-
priations for Normal schools, was tak-
en from the table.

Mr. Murphy offered House Amend-
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ment A, to strike out the words “‘eighty
thousand” in the fourteenth and six-
teenti lines thereof and substituting
in place thereof the words “scventy-
five thousand five hundred.”

The amendment was adopted.

The hkill received its second reading
and on motion by Mr. Murphy the
rules were suspended, the bill received
jts third reading and was passed to
be engrossed as amended,

An Act relating to the distribution
of the School Mill fund.

Mr. MURPHY of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, T move the substitution of the
minority report, to refer the bill to
the next Legislature, for the majority
report.

The so-cailed Milliken bill is a mis-
leading document. On every line be-
fore thie average attendance, you will
observe a star or a cirele which means
that in that particular town the enu-
meration is not complete, that there
are more schelars to be added to that
town when they apply for their distri-
bution. You will observe in many cases
that there is no star. That means that
that town has its full quota of schol-
ars. They may receive that much mon-
ey. And positively they will not re-
ceive any more. The towns that have
a star or a circle will need more mon-
ey hLecause there are more scholars to
be added to those particular towns.
Therefore the town that does not havs
a star before it will receive less mon-
ey. There are 275 towns that have the
star before the average attendance,
and 300 do not have a star. There are
275 towns that are going to get more
money than this bill calls for. If any-
hody will look up the school record
they will find that some of these towns
are not figured correctly. The town of
Randolph in Kennebec county is fig-
ured a thousand too much. They have
figuvred the entire schcol population of
the town. They have not arrived at the
average attendance. Fort Kent is fig-
ured incorrectly. The town would fig-
ure out as receiving $2000 less than is
estimated here. Madawaska is in the
same class. There are no High school
schelars figured in this bill. There are
some High schoo!l scholars in the State
of Maine., The attendance in private
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or parochial schools includes only those
between seven and 14 years of age.
Now in the public schools of Maine. in
the grades one and two which means
from five to six years, there are about
19,000 children. That is akout one-sixth
of the entire average attendance of the
State. In this particular case I mean
to say that the average attendance in
the parcchial schools between five and
seven years is not computed. For in-
stance, Lewiston has more children in
the parochial schools than in the pub-
lic schools.

In Portland there are nearly 50 per
cent, more children in parochial schools
than the school records show. TUn-
derstand all the time that the cities
and towns, 30 of them, not having
any star in front of them, will not
get any more money, but these other
towns with these scholars will get
more money. This bill has not been
considered sufficiently well for recom-
mendation to the committee. I be-
lieve a committee should be appointed
by this Legislature and that they
should take suflficient time and should
sift this thing to the bottom. and
when we recormmend something to the
Legislature we can recommend some-
thing that we can stand by. If you
take this step in the dark you are
surely going to have trouble some day.
There are geing to be scme disap-
paointed towns in the State of Maine.
The propounents of this bill say that
they want an equitable disposition of
the money. So do all of ug, The aid

to free High schools is $118,000. Most
every High school gets $500. In the
city schools they get $500. If every

scholar in all parts of Maine is going
to get the same number of dollars,
we are with vou. I say, let some com-
petent comrmmittee settle the matter
after a thorough investigation. For
one, I would like to know how anyone
can figure out the manner in which
they arrive at $1261 as the unit that
they figure the average attendance on.

Mr. AMES of Norridgewock: Mr.
Speaker, it has always been the pol-
icy of this State to educate children
of the State, and for that purpose the
wealth of the State is taxed. The
money for the common scheols is as-
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sessed in a fair and just way. It ig
intended that it shall be used to edu-
cate every child alike as far as pos-
sible. In my town we have three
terrus of 11 weeks each in our com-
mon schocls. Suppose I have a neigh-
bor who is taxed on 350,000 of prop-
erty and I am taxed $100%, and we
agreed that one mill shall be applied
and suppose that I have a scholar
and my neighbor has a scholar. Un-
der that plan my neighbor's child may
go to the first term, 55 days.. My
child may do the same. The next
term the same. But suppose the third
term we change the plan and do it
in proportion to wealth. Then my
neighbor’'s child may go 55 days but
my child will go a day and a little
fraction over, because my neighbor
has 50 times the wealth that I have.
When we introduce the element wealth
into the distribution of school money,
than we depart from fairness. It has
been suggested that it costs more to
maintain Dbuildings in cities than in
the couniry. I cannot believe that.
But, if so, it is alsc true that a large
number of scholars may be handled
by one teacher. Moreover the city
structure is a permanent thing. Then
there is the problem in the country
scheols of transportation. Consequent-
ly if figures show anything they show
that it is at least as hard if not more
difficult to educate a child in the coun-
try districts than in the city. I think
that the Milliken bill, as it stands,
is rot an improvement upon the old
per capita plan. I think there is in
it a little element of doubt as to the
exact amount distributed, but it does
not leave any element of doubt whether
the cities or the country will get the
money. Now I am sgelfish in this. T
know that myv pecple are anxious that
the per capita plan shall be retained
rather than the proposed plan, but
failing to get the per capita plan
straight T think they would prefer
the Milliken plan.

Mr. DOW of Plymouth: Mr. Speak-

er, this matter of the distribution of
school money has been agitated a good
deal in the past two years, and we
never heard much in relation to that
previous to the change in the method
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of distribution adopted two years ago.
The change in the method in the dis-
tribution two years ago has caused all
this agitation. ILast August the in-
terest had increased to such an extent
that the most of the members orf the
Legislaure were given a list of ques-
tions, and one question was whether
they would vote for a change in the
method of distribution of the money in
this State as it pertained to that part
which was distributed according to
valuation, and that agitation has in-
creased to the present time. Nine
thousand people- have petitioned thie
Legislature for a change in the dis-
tribution of the school fund. The bill
before the House at this time has the
endorsement of eight of the 10 mem-
bers of the committee on education.
It seems to me, with the agitation that
has been made, and with the fact that
it has received the approval of the
upper branch, that it should receive
our favorable consideration. The
change in the distribution as made
two years azo gave Portland $34,000 a
year more than it would have received
if the money had been distributed ac-
cording to the former method. We do
not object to that. We do not want
any of that money back. That was an
arrangement made by the members of
the last Legislature. Portland has re-
ceived its money and we are willing
that they should have it, but what we
protest against is that they should
continue to have §$34,000 or $28.000
more than they had under the other
methods of distribution. Portland does
not claim that she has any wild land,
but she gets three and one-half
times as much from the money
rajsed on the wild lands in Pis-
cataquis as Piscataquis gets her-
self. The people of Piscataquis
county want to know why the children
in their county should not have just
as much of the money raised in their
county as they should in the city of
Portland. They protest against their
having five times as much. Other
counties have wild lands, Hancock,
Oxford, and they cannot see why their
scholars should not have their pro-
portional part. Penobscot wants to
know why Bangor or Brewer or Old
Town or Dexter should not have just
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as much at least of the money raised
on property in their counties as they
should in Cumberland county.

This matter has caused so much agi-
tation it seems to me that some meth-
od of distribution should be adopted
different from those that we have had.
It is =aid that the fizures on the Dbill
here are not absolutely correct. Therc
may be some that are not absolutely
correct. 1 do not care about that
There is a principle involved in it. Wr
ask that there be no discrimination. T
think the gentleman from Portland
will admit that if this method of Adis-
tribution is adopted the educational
department of the State is capable of
figuring it correctly and that each
town will got what belengs to it, and
I do not think we need to worry about
that. The question before us is what
method of distribution we will agree
upen so they can figure it out cor-
rectly. The gentleman from Portlanc
favors a commission to investigate
this matter and report to the next
Legislature. If he wanted a com-
mission, why didn't he have this com-
mission appointed earlier at this ses-
sion and report to this Legislature?
The reason is that if the pres~nt rieth-
od of distribution can prevail for the
next two ycars it means $28,000 more
a year to Portland than if you change

it. T hope that the Legislature will ser
fit to adopt the Milliken bill. (Ap-
plause.)

Mr. BOMAN of Vinalhaven: Mr

‘Speaker, I wish to be recorded in sup-
port of this bill and T hope the mo-
ticn of the gentleman from Portland
will not prevail. I can see no reason
why this is not an equitable way to
distribute the school fund.

Mr. POWERS of Caribou: Mr.
Speaker, vears ago when I was of
school age, and up to within a few
years, our schools were run under what
was known as the school district sys-
tem, that is, each school district had
its hounds and limits, built and main-
ta‘ned its own schoolhouses. In many
instances, in the small and sparsely
settled districts, it was a burden for
the people in these districts to build
their schoolhouses and furthermore,
the scholars in these small districts
did not receive the same advantages

LEGISLATIVE RECORD—HOUSE, MARCH 23

for education the scholars did in the
larger and more wealthy districts, for
at that time the school! money was ap-
portioned according to the number of
schoiars, with the exception that 5 per
cent. of the school money might be
used to help out in the small districts.
Consequently the pupils in the small
districts could not rcceive the same
advantages for education as the pu-
pils in the large and more weaflhy
districts.

The Legislature a few years ago, here
assembled, says: ‘“T'his is not right;
the poor boys and girls should have the
same advantages for a common school
education that the more wealthy does.”
So the Legislature at that time abol-
ished the school district system and
inaugurated in its stead the present
law, the “town system.” Now the town
builds and maintains all of its school-
houses and apportions its school mon-
ey, o as to give each school in town
the same number of wecks of school
per ierm oOr year.

I find in the school laws, Chapter
15, Section 124, where it says: .

“See. 124, A tax of one and cne-half
ruills on a dollar shall annually be as-
gessed upon szll the property in the
State according to the valuation there-
of, and shall be known as the mill tax
for the support of common schoots.

“Sec. 125, This tax shall be assess-
ed and collected in the same manner
as other State taxes, and be paid into
the State trecsury and designated as
the school mill fund.

Sec. 126. This fund shall be distrib-
uted by the treasurer of State on the
first day of January, annually, to the
several cities, towns and plantations
according to the number of scholars
therein, as the same shall appear from
the official return made to the State
superintendent of public schools for the
preceding year.”

Also
was bassed
ag follows:

Section 1.

in Chapter 177, I find a law
by the last Legislature

A tax of one and one-
half mills on a dollar shall annually
be assessed upon all the property
in the State according to the valua-
tion thereof and shall be known as the
tax for the support of the common
schools.
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“Secticn 2. This tax shall be as-
sessed and ccllected in the same man-
ner as other State taxes and shall be
paid into the State treasury and de-
signated as the common school fund.

“Section 3. One-third of this fund
shall be distributed by the treasurer
of State on the first day of January,
annunally, to the several cities, towns
and plantations according to the num-
ber of scholars therein, as the same
shall appear from the official returns
made to the State superintendent of
public schools fer the preceding year
and the remaining two-thirds of said
fund shall be distrihuted by the treas-
urer of State on the first day of Jan-
uary, annually, to the several cities.
town and plantations according to the
valuation therecf as the =zame shall
be fixed by the State assessors, for
the preceding year.”

Now the distribution of thig one and
one-half mill tax, raised upon the val-
uation of the taxable property in the
State, for the common schools of the

State, we say there is something
wrong.
Fither the distribution of the one-

third of that fund, to the diifferent
towns and plantations, according to
the numker of scholars therein is
wrong, or the distrikution c¢f the two-
thirds of the same fund, to the dif-
ferennt towns and plantations, accord-
ing to the valuation thersof, is wrong,
and we are here today to decide that
question.

Fellow representatives, are we here
to legislate in favor of the wealthy
towns and cities of our State, to the
detriment of the poor towus and plan-
tations of our State? Let us sce how
this thing has been working the last
two years, according to the State su-
perintendent’s report of the first year
of the working of this act.

The valuation of the taxable property
of the State was _$428,212,460. The one
mill on that amount would bhe $428.212.-
46. The total number of scholars at
that time in Maine as per State su-
perintendents report was 210,817, if that
one mill had been distributed to the
different towns and plantations ac-
cording to the mnumber of scholars,
each scholar would have been ap-
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portioned $2.03. Now let us see how it
was apportioned among the different
towns and plantations of the State.
We will take a few of the small towns
and plantations, and see what they
get ner s-hotar under the present law.

“Take the town of York witl 667 schol-
ars gets $3019.94. St. agatha with 650
scholars get $127.57. St. Agatha with but
17 scholars less gets $2802.37 less than
York.

“Take the town of Eden with 1171 schol-
ars gets $i252. Presque Isle with 1608
scholars gets 32684.01. Presque Isle has
435 more scholars than Eden, yet Eden
gets $4567.99 more school money than
Presque Isle.

“Tak~> Caribou with 1824 scholars gets
$2284.89. Tden with 1171 scholars gets
$7252. Tden with 653 scholars less than
Caribou wets $4967.11 more school money
than Caribou gets.”

Now see what some of the wealthy and
poor towns get per scholar:

WHAT SOME OF THE WEALTHY
TOWNS GET PER SCHOLAR.

Partland gets $4.57
Harpswell il 295
Cumlerland ” 3.32
(Cape Flizabeth i 620
Falmornth " 3
New Gloucester 7 3.99
Yarmouth i 293
Fren ” 619
014 Orchard i 530
York ” 4.53
Dov-r i 2 60
PRangor ” 3.43
Rockland ' 3.50
WHAT. SOME OF THE POOR TOWNS
GET PER SCHOLAR.
Sebago gets $1.73
Raymond " 1.67
Gray » 188
Costa ” 1.78
Deer Isle ” N
Industry id .94
Fort Kent ” 46
Madawaska ” 30
St. Agatha i 20
Mapleton ” Nl
Washburn i T
Ashland ” R
Amity 80
Perry " i
Cutler ” .52

Now let us see what some of the
cities get out of the wild land tax, for
which, seme say, this bill was intend-
ed to reach, so that all the property in
the State should help support our com-
mon schools. There are wild lands in
our state valued at $20,485,192, The tax
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of ore mill on the same would amount
to $20,485.19. Portland gets out of the
wild land tax under the present law
$6307.07. Arvostook and Piscataquis
counties combined get only $§3129.50,
less than one-half what Portland gets,
and yet Aroostook and Piscataquis
combined, comprises nearly one-half
of the wild lands of the State.

Let us illustrate how this one mill
works distributed among the towns
and plantations under the valuation
system. We will individually take our
own town that we represent, and we
will say the tax collector collects in
one schoo! district $100 for the support
of the common schools and turns into
the town treasury. In another district
he will collect $1000 and that goes into
the town treasury, as the common
school fund. Now you would not think
for a moment the school district who
paid %1000 should be apportioned ten
times more of that general school fund
than the district that paid only $100 for
the support of schools. Yet that is ex-
actly the workings of the present law
as distributed among the towns and
plantations of this State.

I do not Lelieve any of us were sent
here to legislate in faver of the
wealthy at the detriment of the poor.
Lat ue be maen. Apply the Golden Rule.
Do what we believe ot be right. “The
greatest gocd to the greatest nurmber,”
Then we witl go home with a clear con-
scicnce that we believe we have done
what we believe to be right.

T do not telieve Iin putting this off for
two years. Let us contribute the mon-
ey this vear according to the Millilken
bill. BEvery one knows that the distri-
bution under the present law is un-
just, and the Milliken bill is as ncar
correct as we can get it at present.
(Applause)

Mr. MURPHY: Mr. Speaker, I want
it understood that we are here for a
square deal, That is all we want
IEvery gentleman here who is against
referring it to the next Legislature
comes from a town which gains by the
Milliken bill. Portland is entitled to
just as much as the little town is.
Portland did not get any money from
this last year. Portland put in $178,-
000 and took back $142,000. That was
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a net loss of $36,000. We did not take
anything out of the State treasury.
Next year we will put in $195,602 and
the Milliken Dbill gives us $110,000
That is a loss of §85,000, There are
counties in this State which get back
more from this common school fund
than they pay in their entire State tax.
If you want to distribute it according
to average attendance, let us take the
High schools too and we will vote with
vou. 'There are $118,000 and there are
12,500 pupils. Divide that the same
way and we will say, distribute it, but
let us have a square deal all around.
The equalization bill was considered
by the committee on education. The
equalization bill is to take the place
of the Milliken bill pending an inves-
tigation by the committee. Is it too
much for us who are going to pay the
most of any county towards the ex-
pense of running the schools and the
State of Maine, is it unfair for us to
ask for fair consideration at yout
hands? Give us a chance for a fair
deal. This State will keep under the
piresent method of distribution for two
years. ,

Mr., SAWYER of Dexter: Mr. Speak-
er, I simply wish as a member of the
education committee to put myself on
record as being heartily in favor of
all that has becn said in favor of the
Milliken bill.

Mr. ALLAN of Jonesboro: Mr
Speaker, the Milliken bill will beneidt
every town that 1 represent save one,
the smallest town in that class. 1
wigh to say that I was in favor of the
Milliken bill up to the hour when the
committce on education met in execu-
tive session and discussed the bill
Notwithstanding all that has been said
in its favor and all the objections that
have been made, and notwithstanding
the hostility of the gentleman from
Portland, I went into that executive
session with the rest of the members
full expecting to vote for the Milliken
bill. Some things were brought out in
that meeting that were such a source
of astonishment and surprise to me
that it placed me where I felt T could
not support the bill and I announced
my position before the committee. T
have been impressed with the thought
that a bill that will completely revo-
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lutionize the meoethod of the distribu-
tion of a million and a half doliars is
quite a serious proposition. We must

regard the State as a whole rather
than how it will affect our town or
our class. Under this Milliken bill the
towns that are unfavorably affected
are the largest cities and the very
smaliest and poorest towns in he
State.  These two extremcg are the

ones that are affected unta orably by
the so0 called Milliken bill. This bill
hits these towns harder than any pro-
position that has been before this Leg-
islature and I cannot vote for the pro-
position., 7This talk about the cities
being asscssed to help the schools in
the country towns is very attractive.
The mill tax proposition is not a new
one. Several states in the Union have
adopted it, but we did not learn in
the eommittee that any state has car-
ried this proposition above a mill
There are inequalities in this method
of distribution. I carry no brief for
Portland but 1 raise the question, is
it a sauare deal to go to Portland and
say, “You must take $29,000 of your
money and distribute it among the
poor towns?”’ Why not make the cities
support our roads? Is there no limit?
I believe no fair-minded man can take
any other ground than I am taking
today. This idea of a distribution of
the basis of average attendance was
very attractive and I was disappoint-
ed when I felt forced to vote against
it, but as a man who tries to be fair
I can do no otherwise. (Applause.)
Mr. AMES: Mr. the gentle-
man says he wants a square deal, yet he
objects to a city which is able to pay this
sum of §38,000 paying its three mills on a
dollar just the same as the poor towns.
Is it anything unjust or unfair when we
ask that this money shall be distributed
in proportion to the number of scholars
that must be educated? That is the way
our taxes are assessed. When you go
back on that proposition you go back on
the whole system of taxation. It is right
and just that a man with a thousand dol-
lars shall pay 10 times as much as a man
with a hundred dollars. It is right that
the little towns having a thousand schol-
ars shall have exactly the same money
distributed to it as the city. When we

Speaker,
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ask that we shall receive per capita the
same sum in proportion that the large
city gets, we are not asking anything un-
fair nor unreasonable. Taxes are assess-
ed according to the wealth. We prefer
that the plan should be per capita. Our
next plan would be the Milliken plan on
school attendance.

Mr. PATTANGALL: Mr. Speaker, I
suppose our decision of this matter must
be based upon some facts. It seems to
me that the principle behind this measure
was that in some way the wealthy placsas
were to be taxed more for the benefit of
the smaller and poorer towns. I wonder
if in enacting this law we have carried
out that principle. The bill is accom-
panied by certain figures. I see that Wa-
terville is going to get $1500 more a year
than we are getting now. That pleases
me, and there is a star against it which
indicates that we may get more. The star
of hope shines for us. (Laughter.) But
we gain $1500 anyway. Then we have a
star. Alongside of us is Vassalboro. I
notice that Vassalboro gets $800 less un-
der wiis bill. There seems to be sort of
an inconsistency there. I notice that Gar-
diner loses $1000. We gain it in Waterville.
In Knox county Rockland gains $2300. The

n of Friendship loses under this bill
$800. In Oxford county Rumford gains
$2000. The town of Hiram loses $400. Does
this bill operate in just the way that peo-
ple who want it passed think .. does?
In Penobscot county Glenburn, a little
country town, loses about $150. The city
of Brewer gains $3000. I would like to
have gentlemen who are going to vote
on the matter look the schedule over and
be sure they all know what they are vot-
ing for; and as a matter of fact you will
find that this bill, if it passes, will not
only leave some glaring inequalities in
the law but will in my opinion create
some new ones.

Mr. WHEELER Mr.

of South Paris:

Speaker, I understand we are discussing
Document No. 202, and that it is also
printed as Senate Document No. 122 con-

taining the figures. Now I believe it is to
be regretted that attention has been given
to Senate Document No. 122, Lecause as a

matter of fact no business man in this
House, no person who is thoroughly in-
terested in the welfare of the schools of

the State wants to testify that he will vote
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according to those figures. No one wants
to plead guilty to throwing his vote upon
this proposition on the question of how
much ke is to gain. Now I am situated
in this way, in that respect: Two out of
three towns which I have the honor to
represent I believe lose under this prop-
osition. Nevertheless I favor it, and I will
state my several reasons very briefly and
1 will ask the indulgence of the House for
only a few moments at this late hour.

I am unable to approach this matter in
the attitude of a politician. My legislative
experience is  hrief. My apprenticeship
from the school of business has been longer,
and I believe 1 have studied this thing
from the attitude of the country schools
where I have spent the most of my Ilife
as compared with the attitude of those who
are interested in the city schools where
I have had some experiences as a teacher
and intercsted in the school department. I
think this is true, that long ago the State
of Maine auopted a certain policy in re-
lation to the children of our State, and
it was this, that the children throughout
the entire State were for the purposes of
education the wards of the State. The
children of my county do not have the
obligations due them from every county.
The children of the city of Portland have
an obligation today for me and every
other citizen of my county. It is true that
the countries and the nations and states
that have succeeded best are those wno
recognize the fact that the State should
educate its children, and that we may in
that way secure an equalizalion of edu-
cation and civilization. Now, how has the
State of Maine approached the distribution
of its money to secure this purpose?

We have been raising State money
for a long time. It is not a new gues-
tion, ns the gentleman from Portland
suggests. It is an ancient affair. For
yvears and years we distributéd the
maoney of the State of Maine per
capita. The superintendent of schcols
took the census of his scholars and
each town received so much per head,
and as you and I know the chief de-
fect in that system was this: We often
found people who were out of school,
18, 19 and 20 vears of age who might
be married and maintaining separate
hemes and not attending school at all,
and those people were counted in in
your census and the cities and towns
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received so much per head upon reople
wito were not in school and for whom
the citics and towns were incurring no
expense. Then the State of Maine said
that that policy was not right and re-
jected it and they adopted a new pol-
icy which was to distribute this money
more in the line of valuation, and I
Lelieve the agitation which this mat-
ter has received makes us assume that
this system is not satisfactory that is
now in vogue. I cannot see any rela-
tion between the valuation of ray town
and the valuation of any city. There I3

no relation between that valuation
and the number of scholars
that are actually being schooled in

that town or city. And so we come
to the third proposition which the
gentleman on my left suggests as a
compromise, but which to my mind
ever since this matter was brought
to my attention several years ago has
been a compromise and the only right
course to follow. School people have
been discussing this matter for many
vears. 1 believe we cannot disagree
upon this fact. There are a certain
number of children in the schools in
the 8tate of Maine and it is upon
those children alone that we are oX-
pending cur money. Now, why should
we distribute that money to the va-
rious towns and cities according to
the number of houses in your town
or according to the number of dollars
of your valuation or accerding to the
number of people who are under the
age of 21 years and over the age of

five or six vears? Why should you
distribute it in that way? Why
shouldn’t vou distribute the State

money solely upon the proposition that
this town that has a thousand scholars
in school shall receive twice as much
money as the town that has only 500
scholars in school? It is a pure case
in mathematics. If you are erecting
a thousand buildings you ought to
have twice as much money as though
you weare erecling only 500 buildings.

Now the gentleman from Portland,
if he were present would admit that I
was one of the first people who sug-
gested to him at the beginning of the
session that it was only fair towards
the cities with the population that

their parochial schools should be
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countad in this same distribution. 1
think it is only right and fair and
proper that the population of those
parochial sclhiools should be counted;
it is right and fair and proper that the

High sgchoois should also be counted.
T wigh the gentleman trom Portland

were present because I would like to
object to his suggestion that these
stars and other marks before those fig-
ures indicate possibly a gambhling prop-
osition. Those arc placed there, as we
all understand, because the {figures
conld not be obtained. T believe it will
apncal to every gentleman in tnis
Houge that if you follow those figurcs
through you will see that the towns
that lese under this Milliken bili are
the very towns that have a very low
percentage of attendance. That ig an
indirect argument for this bill. For the
country town or city they are on the
same footing precisely. The country
tovn or the city that fails to keep its
children in school and falls down to
46 per cent. is not doing its duty to
these children. It is not  expending
wiscly the inoney that the State treas-
ury has given to it to expend. It is
the obligation of every school system
in thig State to keep your children in
school and have a pereentage
of better than 46 for attendance, aver-
age attendance. Here is a direct induce-
ment for the teachers and the superin-
tendents and the parents where the obli-
gation belongs to keep your children in
school and then get from the State of
Maine this per ecapita for your school
population. The same thing applies tn
the town of Hiram in my county. I have
examined these figures for the county of
Oxford, and the town of Hiram boasts
of an average attendance of only 44 per
cent,, and I must say that I am ashamed
of it; it ought to be higher, and it will
be higher if you pass this bill.

And so I believe we ought not to
approach this thing upon the score of
the little town that is being abused
and the big city that is being ill-
treated. There is an equalization fund
which some gentlemen must have
overlooked which, if it means any-
thing, meang that it can be put into
full force and effect and administered
properly under the Milliken bill as
well as it can under any other pro-
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position. And so I say if the Milliken
bill scems, upon the face of these fig-
ures for 1910 to work any hardship,
that the equalization Dbill can Dbe
brought into torce to adfust the mat-
ter, and so bhecause [ believe this
thing to be right I advoecate it.

I am sorry I have not had the time
to investigate it more thoroughly and
present this thiigz properly, but I be-
lieve that it is a simple proposition,
and that we sghould count noses, and
if we have a certain number of chil-
dren in school we should pay the towns
a per capita for those in school and
not for the ones who stay at home,
and for the ones who play truant,
and not for every onc who is working’
in @ mill and not costing the town
anything; and I claim we should not
pav to the towns because lhey happen
to be rich for its scholars. Tt is a.
fact that a rich town and a rich city
is likely to be so unfortunate as to
have a small school population. There
is absolutely no connection in my mind
in the distribution of this school mon-
ey according to the numbev of houses’

or according to the number of
dollars or according to the number ef
voters in any town or city. Let us do
the fair thing by our children. It is not

a question of any particular city or town
or any political party or anytbing else.
Here is a chance to do the square thing
by the growing children of the State of
Maine. Let us, for Heaven’s sake, pass
a law that will give to this child just what
belongs to him amd not make a present to
somchody else to whom it does not belong
and who has not earned it and who does
not deserve it. (Applause.)

Mr. BOMAN of Vinalhaven: Mr. Speak-
er, T just wish to take a moment of the
time of the House to say to the gentle-
men of the House that the figures in this
book cannot be relied upon. Attentlon has
been called to the town of Friendship in
my own county, which has the lowest
percentage of average attendance, 19
scholars, They get $1250 from the State,
which is about $65 rer scholar. Why
shouldn’t they cut down if they are get-
ting too much?

Mr, Dow of Plymouth moved that when
the vote is taken it be taken by the yeas
and nays.
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The motlon was agreed to.

The SPEAKER: ‘“he question before
the House is on the motion of the gen-
tleman from Portland, Mr. Murphy, that
the minority report be substituted for
tuat of the majority. Those voting yes
will vote in favor of the motion, which
means referring the bill to the next Leg-
islature; those voting no will practically
be voting in favor of the passage of the

bill. The clerk will call the roll.
YEA:--Allen of Jonesboro, Averill,
Benn, Bogue, Chase, Cilark, Conners,
Copeland, Davies, Deering of Portland,
Deering of Waldoboro, Descoteaux,
Drummond, Farnham, Files, Frank,
Goodwin, Hartwell, Hastings, Heffron,
“Hodgkins, Hodgman, Hogan, Johnson,

Jordan, Kelleher, LeBel, Libby, Littlefield
of Wells, Mace, Macomber, Mallet, Marri-
ner, McAllister, McBride, McCurdy, Mer-
rifield, Merrill, Mower, Murphy, Noyes,
Pattangall, Perkins of Kennebunk, Pe-
ters, Pinkham, Putnam, Quimby, Ross,
Scates, Shea, Skehan, Sleeper, Small, Ac-
tive I. Snow, Alvah Snow, Soule, Stetson,
Thompson of Skowhegan, Trafton, Trim,
Tucker, Waldron, Weymouth, Wilkins,
Williamson, Wilson—67.

NAY:—Ames, Andrews, Bearce, Bisbee,
Boman, Bowker, Briggs, Brown, Burk-
ett, Buzzell, Campbell, Clearwater, Colby,
Cowan, Cyr, Davis, Dow, Doyle, Dresser,
Dufour, Dutton, Emerson, Gross, Har-
mon, Hedman, Hersey, Kelley, Kennard,
Kingsley, Knight, Lambert, Littleficld of
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Bluehill, Manter, McCready, Miller of
Hartland, Monroe, Morse of Belfast,
Morse of Waterford, Otis, Packard, Per-
kins of Mechanic Falls, Pike, Plummer,
Pollard, Torter of Mapleton, Porter of
Pembroke, Iowers, Robinson of La-
grange, Robinson of Peru, Russell, Saw-
yer, Snow of Bucksport, Stinson, Thomp-
son of Presque Isle, Trask, Turner, Wes-
ton, Wheeler, Wilcox, Woodside—60.

ABSENT:—Allen of Columbia Falls,
Anderson, Austin, Berry, Couture, Cro-
nin, Dunn, Imery, Fenderson, Gamache,
Greenwood, TLawry, McCann, Mitchell,
Newcomb, Patten, Pelletier, Strickland,
Trimblz, Whitney—20.

Paired: Percy, yes; Phillips, no.

So the motion prevailed and the minor-
ity report was substituted for that of the
majority.

Mr. Murphy of Portland moved that
Senate Bill, No. 122, printed by mistake,
be referred to the next Legislature.

The motion was agreed to.?®

Mr. Murphy moved that Senate Bill,
No. 202, An Act relating to distribution
of the school mill fund be referred to the
next Legislature,

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. Murphy moved to take from the
table House Resolve in favor of State
Normal school at Gorham.

On motion of Mr. Mallett of Freeport,

Adjourned.



