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The committee on mercantile af-
fairs and insurance.

The commiitee on military affairs.

The committee on interior waters.

The committee on labor.

The cominittee on pensions.

The committee on Year Book.

Tlie committee on temperance.

On motion by Mr. Boynton of Lin-
colmn,
Adjourned.

HOUSE.

Wednesday, March 22, 1911.

Prayer by Rev. Mr. Turner of Hal-
lowell.

Journal of yesterday read and ap-
proved.

Papers from the Senate disposed of
in concurrence.

An Act relating to the rebate of
taxes on colleges, came from the Sen-
ate indefinitely postponéd.

The House concurred with the
ate in ifts action.

Resolve that the land agent be au-
thorized to convey an unmaimed ledge
in Mussel Ridge Channel, came from
the Senate indefinitely postponed-

The House concurred with the Sen-
ate in its action.

Resolve in favor of the Maine State
Sanatorium Association, came from the
Senate amended by Senate Amend-
ment A by adding after the word ‘“ns-
sociation” in line six the words “sub-
ject to the approval of the Governor
and Council.”

The House reconsidered the vote
whereby the resolve was passed to be
engrossed, Senate Amendment A was
adopted and the resolve was then pass-
ed to be engrossed as amended in con-
currence.

An Act in regard to the execution of
deeds by an authorized agent, came
from the Senate and recommitted to
the committee on judiciary.

The House concurred with the Sen-
ate in its action,

An Act relating to the expenses of
inspector of hulls, boilers and engines
of steamboats upon inland waters,
came from the Senate indefinitely
postponed.

Sen-
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The House concurred with the Sen-
ate in its action.

Resolve in favor of repairing road
across Township No. 5, Range 7 in
Penobscot county, came from the Sen-
ate indefinitely postponed.

The House reconsidered the vote
whereby this resolve was referred to
the next Legislature and concurred
with the Senate in its action.

Resolve in favor of a road from
Brownville to the Katahdin Tron Works
came from the Senate indefinitely post-
poned.

The House reconsidered the vote
whereby this resolve was referred to

the next Legislature and concurred
with the Senate in its action.
The following petitions, bills, etc.

were presented and relerred:

By Mr. Hartwell of Old Town—Re-
monstrance of A E. Wickett of Old
Town and 17 others, against consolida-
tion of the department of inland fish-
eries and game.

By Mr. Russell of North Berwick—
Remonstrance of F. O. Snow and 98
others, against any change in the de-
partment of inlangd fisheries and game,
as at present constituted.

By Mr. Dresser of South Portland—
Resolve in favor of Wilbur I*. Dresser.

By Mr. Strickland of Bangor—Re-
solve in favor of the postmaster of the
Hcuse of Representatives.

Remonstrances of the following persons
against consolidation of the Department of
Inland Fisheries an. Game:

By Mr. Libby of Ookland: Alton Farn-
ham and 31 other of Belgrade Lakes and
Rome.

By Mr. McGready of Danforth: W. B.
IToar and 12 others of Grand Lake Stream.

By Mr. Colby of Bingham: James Bart-
lett of Greenvile.

Also, Chester Mills and 19 others of Jock-
man.

Solon Bunker and 13
Forks and vicinity.

Also, George W. Spaulding and five others.

Also, Orrin McKay and 9 others.

Also, Walter S. Henderson and 36 others.

Also, Peter Liberty and 5 others.

Also, George Henderson and 4 others.

Also, Frank R. Holaen and 14 others.

Also, Youngie Wilson and 7 others.

Also, Fred Clark and 19 others.

Also, W. E. Patterson and 11 others.

others of West
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By Mr. Dow of Plymouth: J. 8. Wey-
mouth and 22 others of Plymouth.

By Mr. Clearwater of Hallowell:
Harrington and 51 others.

By. Mr. Davis of Guilford:
of Kineo and 12 others.

By Mr. Austin of Phillips: E. H. Lowell
and 21 others of Rangeley and Eustis.

Also, Nathaniel B. Steward and 11 others
of Dallas and vicinity.

Also, Natt Ellis of Rangeley and 31 others.

Also, G. M. Esty and 17 others of Range-
ley.

Also, A. B. Douglass and 15 others of
Stratton, F¥lagstaff and vicinity.

Also, Charles E. Smith and 21 others of
Madrid and vicinity.

Also, J. E. Haley of Rangeley and 31
others.

By Mr. Colby of Bingham: Edilbert Ar-
senault of Rockwood and 16 others.

Also, Robert Walker and 7 cthers of Ma-
camp, Somerset county.

Also, A. J. Wilson and 4 others of Moose-
head and vicinity.

By Mr. Turner of New Vineyard: Frank
W. Gray and oJ others of Strong and vi-

A C.

C. A. Judkins

cinity.

By Mr. Porter of Pembroke: John A.
Longmance and 69 others.

By Mr. Kennard of Baldwin: D. W. Stan-

lcy and 52 others of Standish.

Also, George H. Dole and 22 others of
Standish.

Also, Walter P. Libby and 12 others.

By Mr. Kennard of Baldwin: Remon-
strane of James F. Williams of Sebago
against Portland Bridge Bill.

Also, Remonstrances of the following per-
sons against same:

W. H. Fitch and 25 others of Sebago.

W. J. Thompson and 39 others of Standish.

Frank L. Clark and 9 others of Baldwin.

II. A. Miles and 51 others of Daldwin.

By Mr. Scule of Windnam: Remonstrance
of W. C. Jordan and 67 others against same,

Reports of Committees.

Report ““A” from the committee on
the judiciary, on Bill, An Act to pro-
vide for nomination of candidate of
political parties by primary eiection,
repcorting that the same ought not to
pass, the same subject matter having
been covered by another bill.

(Signed) . Bogue, Jos. Williamson,
George B. (Joodwin, Herbert W. Traf-
ton, L. M. Staples, Josiah Chase.

Report “B” from same cowmmittee,

739

reporting ‘“‘ought to pass” on same
Bill.

(Signed) Edward . Gowell, Albert
J. Stearns, Howard Davies, Ira G.

Hersey.

On motion of Mr. Davies both reports
were tabled pending their acceptance
and assigned for Friday.

Report ““A” of committee on legal
affairs, on Bill, An Act relating to the
liability of employers to make com-
pensation for personal injuries suffer-
ed by employes, reporting that the
same be referred to the next Legisla-
ture.

(Signed) Messrs. Farrington, Peters,
Scatas, Wilson, Dodge.

Report “B” of same committee on
same Bill, reporting that the same
ought to pass in new draft accom-

panying.

(Signed) Messrs, Pelletier, Pattan-
gall.

On motion of Mr, Pelletier the re-

perte were tabled pending their ac-
centance.

Report “A” from the committee on
the jrdiciary, reporting ‘“ought to

pass” on Bill, An Act to provide for
the nemination of party candidates by
direct primary.

(Signed) Herbert W. Trafton, Jos,
Williamson, F. Bogue, George B. Good-
win.

Teport “B” from same committee,
renorting ‘“‘ought not to pass” on same
bill.

(Signed) L. M. Staples, Josiah Chase.

Report “C’ from same cominittee.

(Signed) Davies, Stearns.

On motion of Mr. Williamson the re-
ports were tabled, the bills ordered
printed and assigned for Friday.

Mr. Trafton from the committee on
the judiciary reported “nught not to

pass’ on Bill An Act to establish a
law court and to abolish superior
courts,

Mr. Hergey from same committee re-
ported same on Bill, An Act relating
to the Carihou Municipal court,

The reports were accepted,

Mujority report of the committee on
legal affairs, on Bill, An Act to amend
Chapter 151 of the Laws of 1835, re-
lating to the municipal court of the
city of Biddeford, and Chapter 348
of the Laws of 1367, relating to the

ekt F
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municipal court of the city of Saco,
and Chapter 522 of the Laws of 1897,
relating to the Sanford Municipal
court, reported that same ought to
pass in new draft accompanying,

(Signed) Messrs. Pattangall, Wilson,
Scates, Pelletier, Mullen, Dunn, Far-
rington, Dodge.

Minority report of same committee,
reporting ‘“ought not to pasgs” on same
Bill,

Signed) Peters.

On motion of Mr. Peters the re-
ports were tabled, pending their ac-
ceptance,

Mr, Skehan from the committee on
railroads and expresses, on Bill, An
Act to extend the charter of the Waldo
Street Railway Company, reported that
the same ought not to pass, as the
subject matter is covered by bill al-
ready repcrted cn.

Same gentleman from same commit-
tce, on Bill An Act to amend Sec-
tion 7 of Chapter 53 of the Revised
Statutes, reported that same ought
hot to pass as the subject matter is
covered by another bill aiready report-
ed on.

Same gentleman from same cotnmit-
tee reported ‘“‘ought not to pass” on
Bill, An Act in relation to a railroad
froim Skowhegan through East Mad-
ison to Athens Village.

Same gentleman, from the commit-
tee on State lands and State roads,
reported same on Resolve for the pur-
pose of reforesting lands now owned
by the State.

Mr. Plummer from the committee on
Indian affairs, on Petition of Joe Fran-
cig, ex-Governor, and others, entitled
“Petition to amend Paragraph 111
Section 15 of Chapter 13 of the Re-
vised Statutes, relating to change in
adortion of laws,” reported that the
petitioners have leave to withdraw.

Mr, Descoteaux, from the committee
on labor, on Bill, An Act to amend
Section 4 of Chapter 40 of the Re-
vised Statutes, relating to fortnightly
payment of wages and sanitary con-
ditions of factories, reported that same
ought not to pass, as the subject mat-
ter is contained in another bill which
has Dbecome a law.

Same gentleman from same commit-
tee, on Bill, An Act to amend Chap-
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ter 40 of the Revised Statutes. as
armended by Chapter 46 of the Public
Laws of 1907, and Chapters 70 and
257 of the Public Laws of 1309, rela-
tive to the employment of women and
childrery, reported that same bhe re-
ferred to the next Legisiature.

Mr. IIodgman from the committee
onn banks and banking reporied “ought
not to pass” on Bill, An Act relating
to banking institutions and trust com-
panies.

Mr. Staples from the committee on
the judiciary reported “ought to nass”
on BIill, An Act amendatory to Chapter
3 of the Private and Special Laws of
1887, entitled “An Act to supply the
people of Presque Isle wilth pure wa-
ter.”

Majority report of the committee on
legal affairs, reporting “ought not to
pass” on Bill, An Act to amend Chap-
ter 112 of the Public Laws of 1907, as
amended by Chapter 69 of the Public
Laws of 1909, entilled “An Act to pro-
vide for State ald, &nd for the expendi-
ture of other pnblic moeneys in the per-
manent improvement of Maine high-
ways or State roads.

(=igned) Messrs. lFarrington, Wheel-
er, Peters, Dodge, Pattangall, Scates.

Minority report of same committee,
reporting “ought to pass” on same
Bil,

(Signed) Messrs., Wilson, Dunn.

(On motion of Mr. Wilson the re-
ports were tahled for printing pending
their acceptance.)

Mr. Scates from same committee re-
ported “ought to pass” on Eill. An Act
authorizing the city of Portland to
construct public buildings upon pub-
lic grounds.

Mr. Scates from the committee on
legal affairs, on Bill, An Act to amend

Section 34, Chapter 4 of the Revised
Statutes, 1903 of Maine, relating to
ward lines, reported that the same

cught to pass in new draft under title
of “An Act amending law relating to
ward lines.”

Same gentleman frcm same com-
mittee, on Bill, An Act to incorporate
the Casco Bay Water Company, re-
ported that the same ought to pass in
new draft accompanying.

Mr. Bisbee from the committee on
appropriations and financial affairs re-
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ported “ought to pass” on Bill, An Act
to amend Chapter 131 of the Private
and Special Laws of 1858 as amended
by Chapter 53 of the Private and Spe-
cial Laws of 1887, relating to the
Preachers’ Aid Society of the Metho-
dist Episcopal church.

Mr, Kelleher from same committee
reported same on Resolve in favor of
the clerk and stenographer to the com-
mittee on inland fisheries and game.

Mr. Strickland from same committee re-
ported same on Resolve in favor of accept-
ance of gifts from Ex-Governor Frederick
Robie.

Mr. Otis from same committee reported
same on Resolve authorizing the Governor
and Council to use any unexpcnded balance
in the Treasury for the care and mainienance
of bridges.

Mr. Mallet from same committee reported
same on Resolve in favor of the clerk of the
committee on Education.

Mr. Strickland from same ccmmittee, on
Resolve repealing Chapter 338 of the Re-
solves of 1909 in favor of the town of Old
Orchard, reported the same in a new draft
under the same title, and that it ought to
pass

Mr. Skehan from the committee on Rail-
roads and Expresscs reported ‘‘ought to
pass” on Bill, An Act to amend Section 50
of Chapter 51 of the Revised Statutes.

Mr. Ilodgman from the committee on Banks
and Banking reported same on Bill, An Act
amendatory of and additional to Chapter 48
of the Revised Statutes, relating to annual
examinations of savings banks and trust
companies, and verifications of savings de-
posits.

Same gentleman from same committee re-
perted same on Resolve authorizing the Gov-
ernor to appoint a commission in investigate
investments of savings banks.

Mr. Merrifield from the committee on Pen-
sions reported same on Resolve in favor of
John Bradbury.

Mr. Clark from the Cumberland County
Delegation reported ‘“ought to pass” on
recommitted Bill, An Act relating to the
salary of the Judge of Probate for the Coun-
ty of Cumberland.

Same gentleman from same ITielegation re-
perted same on Bill, An Act to ameud Sec-
tion 1 of Chapter 173 of the Public Laws
of 1905, relating to the compensation of
Registers of Deecs.

Same gentleman from same Delegation, on
recommitted Bill, An Act to amend Chapter
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80 of the Revised Statutes of 1903, relating
to the expenses of the County Commission-
ers of Cumberland County, (the same being
House Document No. 100) reported the same
under a new title, “An Act to amend Chap-
ter 80 of the Revised Statutes of 1903, as
amerfded by Chapter 117 of the Private and
Special Laws of 1903, relating to the ex-
penses of the Ccounty Commissieners of Cum-
berland county,” and that it ought to pass.

Same gentleman from same Delegation, on
recommitted Bill, An Act relating to the
compensation of the clerk, deputy and as-
sistant clerks of Cumberland county, re-
ported the same in a new draft under the
same title and that it ought to pass.

The reports were accepted and bills and
resolves ordered printed under joint rules.

Mr. Heffron from the committee on
ways and bridges, on bill, An Act to pro-
vide for the erection of the Portland
bridge, reported ought to pass.

Mr. SCATES of Westbrook: Mr. Speak-
er, T move that the bill be indefinitely
postponed.

This is a matter relating to Cumberland
county only and the rule has been in this
Legislature, and in all former Legisla-
tures, that that being the ecase the opin-
lon of the delegation from that county
should govern. Now at least 18 of the %2
representatives of Cumberland county are
opposed to this bill in every shape and
form. Why? Because it has not bren
considered by them. Tt was introduced
without their knowledge, and it calls for
an appropriation of at least one million
if not a million and a half. Tt calls for a
bridge 70 feet wide, made of iron and con-
crete, over the bay there and half a mile
long. Now all the Cumberland county
delegation desire is to be used exactly the
same as you want to be used. Two years
ago a bill like this went throuzh the Leg-
islature in about the same manner as this
was introduced. Cumberland county in-
voked the referendum. They went
around and got their 10,000 or 12:000 signa-
tures and invoked the referendum, and
the people of Cumberland county voted
it down.. Now, gentlemen, you should
leave this to Cumberland county and to
the Cumberland county  delegation.
Fighteen out of the .s, at least, of that
delegation, to my knowledge, are oppos-
ed to the bhill

Mr. DRESSER of South Portland: Mr.
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Speaker, as chalrman of the legislative
committee appointed by the Legislature,
and as the only representative to this
Legislature from South Portland it de-
volves on me to make some statements
with regard to Yortland bridge. Port-
land bridge is the main thoroughfare for
South Portland to Portland. South Port-
land is as much or more interested as any
other city, as a large majority of them
are in business or are employed in Port-
land, and nearly all of them are obliged
to cross Portland bridge two to four
times per day.

On account of this being an old bridge,
and the fact that it has been run into by
different vessels many times, and on ac-
count of its being so small and so narrow
especially when there is a car on the
draw, there is only 9 ft. 3 in. in width for
teams. The whole width of the draw is
only 18 feet in the clear, and 70 ft. sluice-
way, making the total length of the draw
about 142 feet. This bridge when it was
first built was never built to convey the
travel that it is oblized to convey as
electric cars were not thought of at that
time,

Saturday, August 9, 1908, there were 660
teams which crossed this bridge, with 445
persons on foot, 100 autos and 347 cars.
1t costs $4000 per year.

The next day, Sunday, August 10, 1908,
there were 282 teams, 8u: foot passengers,
126 autos and 373 electric cars. The dis-
tance is about 1-3 of a mile from shore to
shore.

Several engineers examined this bridge
and pronounced it dangerous and the peo-
ple of South Portland became alarmed.

We then asked this Legislature to
appnint a legiglative committee of
three from the House and two from
the Senate which were to irquire into
the condition of Portland Bridge, and
they procured the gervices of Harold
8. Boardman, head of the department
of engineering at the University of
Maine at Orono, an expert bridge
builder, to examine the bridge.

A meeting of our committee was
held Monday, Feb. 27, 1911, and the
within report was made that “the
bridge was dangerous, unsafe, and
never adequate to accommodate the

travel over {t.”
Now from Portland bridge to York
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street is what is known as the Grid-
iron of Death where some 24 railroad
tracks cross this road. Portland
bridge and the road from there is a
county road. The Boston & Maine and
Maine Central Railroad Companies
have brought about this state of af-
tfairs, and should do something to
remedy it. 1 am informed by good
authority that they are ready to do
s0, but no one is authorized to make
a trade with them. The county com-
missioners say they have no authority
to make terms with thein.

This state of affairs can only be
remedied by a bridge from York street
to the South Portland shore and
whenever it is built it should be high
enough for tugs and small crafts to
go under without opening the draw.
Therefore when it is built it should
all be built at once.

After learning the condition of this
bridge the committee reported this
bill which is now before you. We
ask you to authorize ansd direct and
ermpower the county commissioners to
make any trade or arrangements with
the Boston & Maine and Maine Cen-
tral Railroads and the Portland Street
Railroad or any other company that
may want to cross the bridge, and we
also ask you to give them a reason-
able time, and if a trade cannot be
made with any or all of these com-
panies that three judges of the su-
preme court hear the evidence and
decide what each shall pay, and that
within months from that time they
shall commence to build this bridge.

Now gentlemen you have heard the
report of the committee; you know
the condition of the bridge; you know
something of the travel.

There are interested in the building
of this bridge the county of Cum-
berland, the city of Portland, the city
of South Portland, the town of Cape
Elizabeth, the Boston & Maine and
Maine Central TRailroad Companies,
and the Portland Street R. R. Com-
pany.

It will not ruin anyone of them to
build this bridge. They will tell you
they cannot afford to build the bridge
at present, but gentlemen in the face
of this report can they afford not to
build it. In the present condition of
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this bridge can we wait until another
Legislature, and perhaps have a se-
rious accident on this bridge before
that time.

¥For Heaven’s sake, gentlemen, what
must we do to get this bridge matter
straightened out?

We have had a legislative commit-
tee appointed from Cumberland coun-
ty. They have had this bridge ex-
aminad by as good reliable engineers as
there are in New Kngland, capable
bridge expert men from 40 to 45 years
old, capable in every respect, and they
pronounce it unsafe and dangercus.

Had they pronounced this bridge safe
we were all done, but they say it is
dangerous.

Do you want to risk your family
over such a bridge? Would you do it?

It is not South Portland—but if the
city of Portland could vote on it today
they would vote 2 to 1 in favor of
building it.

It has been said that the representa-
tives of the county of Cumberland
have not been consulted as they should
have bcen. They were called togethex
two or three times in consultation on
the Portland bridge. The last time
with regard to the appointment of a
legislative committee which was ap-
pointed from Cumberland county. They
made their investigation and agreed to
report by bill,

They did not feel that they ought to
consult with anyone until they made
their report as they were supposed to
report to this House. Then this bill
was referred to the committee on ways
and bridges who gave six days’ notice
and all parties were heard and the
committee reported that it “ought to
pass,” and the report was unanimous
of all parties who heard the evidence.

Now please tell me what more mortal
man could be?

There is but very little opposition to
this bridge. The town of Cape Eliza-
beth, city of South Portland, the city
of Portland through her city solicitor,
the county commissioner of Cumber-
land county, the Boston & Maine and
Maine Central R. R. Company, out of
all of these partieg none of them claim-
ed to appear against the bridge.

The Portland Railroad Company and
my friend Scates is all the opposition
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They say they are poor and can’t af-
ford to build this bridge, and we can't
afford not to build this bridge. The
bridge cannot be built under this bill
inside of threce or four and perhaps five
yvears but we have suitable time under
this bill to settle with the railroad
company before commencing.

Why did not my friend Scates wait
until this legislative committee had
been appointed and until they had
made a careful investigation and until
this bridge had been condemned and
until the committce had made a re-
port to the Legislature, and until we
had this matter referred to the com-
mittee on ways and bridges before he
said one word to us about it, or before
he began to line up Cumberland county
delegation against this bill after it had
been condemned, after all this work
and then comes up and say they can’t
afford it, After these reports the peo-
ple were more alarmed than before and
then he comes round and says you can-
not have it, you haven't used the dele-
gation right, and he has showed up
every man of that delegation that he
could against it even the man who
represents Cape Tlizabeth.

Did the gentleman think I was jest-
ing? No gentlemen, T am in dead
earnest. The penple I represent are in
earnest and if I should forsake them
now, and allow this to go in Mr.
Scates’ favor I should not dare to go
bark home

Mr. JOHNSON of Harpswell: Mr.
Speaker, as one of the delegation T wan
to say that the gentleman from West-
brook did not happen to line me up for
this measure. because that was in our
referendum last fall and our people voted
against it almost unanimously. At the
hearing downstairs the gentleman from
South Portland speaks as though the city
of Portland was almost wholly in favor
of this measure. The mayor of Portland
appeared against this measure, and that
gives some idea of the way the city of
Portland feels about it; and almost to a
man the Cumberland county representa-
tives are against it.

Mr. DAVTES of Yarmouth: Mr. Speak-
er, T happened to be a member of the
committee for the purpose of investigat-
ing the condition of what ts known asg
the Portland bridge. Many witnesses
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were heard before the committee. A firm
of civil engineers of Portland appeared
before the committee and iestified as to
the condition of that bridge, and they
told us that the bridge was not safe, that
it was grossly inadequate for the pur-
poses for which it was now peing used.
1t was originally built for a highway
bridge, not for a bridge over which there
was to be electric car tracks, and the
draw is extremely narrow to accommo-
date the service which goes over it. The
committee summoned Professor sSoard-
man of the University of Maine to give
the committee information, and he told
us that in his opinion it was necessary
that something should be done at once
upon that bridge. It was not sare for the
travel; and in view of those facts could
the committee have done anything else
but to recommend the erection of a new
bridge? I understand that the matter was
left, under the conditions of the bill, to
the committes on ways and bridges, and
that there was a unanimous report in fa-
vor of the bill. And under those circum-
stances I can hardly conceive how the
Flouse could act along the line of indefi-
nite postponement of the bill, but it
szems to me that they shou.d give the
citizens of Cumberland county who have
occasion to use the bridge that protection
and that facility which they need.

Mr. JORDAN of Portland: .ar. Speak-
er, the bill provides that this bridge shall
be built without any limit as to cost.
Under the 25-year contract which the
Portland Railroad Company *as, it is a
question if very much can be had from
them, at least until their contract ex-
pires. As to the report of experts who
have condemned the bridge, Portland has
had something to do with expert testimo-
ny. I do not mean to criticize experts,
but their reports are not always reliabie.
Inasmuch as the city of Portland will
pay two-thirds of the cost of this bridge,
whatever it may be, I think we had bet-
ter nurse the thing along a while longer
and perhaps we will be in better shape
to pay it and in better shape to treat
with the railroads.

Mr. MURPHY of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, I have been connected with
tne city government of Portland for
the past 12 vears. I have heard theni
prop.se to build bridges, T have seen
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them build the bridges and have seen
the results financially. My honest opin-
ion is that the bridge will have to be
built across the Fore river and zlso
the Gridiron of Death su-called, which
has existed there as long as I have
lived in the city of Portland, between
40 and 50 yecars. People have been in-
jured and killed cn this so-called Grid-
iron  of Death. 'There was a bridge
built from the high land over all the
tracks to avoid accident to teams and
passengers. That bridge exists today.
It is an old diiapidated wooden affair,
it is not strong enough to carry rail-
road tracks. That bridge will have to
be rebuilt sooner or later. The Port-
land bridge that spans the Fore river
will have to be rebuilt sooner or later.
It is positively an antiquated and cut
of date bridge. Now I will agree that
the Cumberland county delegation al-
most to a man are against the imme-
diate building of the bridge. I am my-
self. This bhridge must be built scerer
or later. So I am going to move that
this measure be laid on the table in

‘order that an amendment of some kind

may be made. I favor empowering the
county ccinmissioners to investigate
the matter thoroughly and to nego-
tiate with the different companies if
i* is possikle to do so to formulate
plans and report to the nexi Legisla~
ture. That is as far as I want to go.
I belicve there are two extremes, ohe
repres2nting the corporations and theipr
interests and another representing the
citizens of DPortland somewhat but
more particularly South Portland. I
think T am talking honestly in regard
to this matter. No one has any whip
over me. None of the corporations have
been to see me one way or the other. I
am saying just as I think is right. If
they are going to build a bridge they
ought to tell us something about how
much it will cost. But South Portland
and the county of Cumberland are not
going to pay the entire cost. The elec-
trie railroads will have to pay some-
thing. I move the adoption of my mo-
tiun.

Mr. DAVIES: Mr. Speaker, one of
my friends has just told me that quite
unintentionally the impression has
reen given him that the question which
is involved in this bill providing for
the erection of Portland bridge is the
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precize question that was defeated un-
der the referendum two years ago, but
that is a mistake. The question that
went under the referendum and was
defeated was quite separate and apart
from the question involved in this mat-
ter.

Mr. ACTIVE I. SNOW of Brunswick:
Mr. Speaker, I am a representative
from Cumberland county and I sup-
pose that bridge, sooner cor later, will
have to be Dbuilt, but when we have
to do a thing it seems to me we want
to go at it in a businesslike way. Those
gentlemen from South Portland knew
that this bill was coming up, and
it seemed to me the proper thing to
do was for them to have had a plan
drawn up and figures from some good
responsible bridge company and know
what it would cost, and then we should
have known what to do, but they have
come here all haphazard. There are
estimates ranging all the way from
$500,000 to $1,500,000 as to the cost of
this bridge. I think that this should
be indefinitely postponed, and in two
years from now, if we have got to
build a bridge there, let them come
here like men with the plans and fig-
ures and show to the Legislature what
they want, and then we shall know
what to do.

Mr. MURPHY: Mr. Speaker, I
think the proper people to bring plans
are the county commissioners; and in
relation to the people defeating this
measure one year ago or S0, it was
because in the bill the tracks that
now cross under one of the bridges
were to be legalized. The people voted
against this bridge building becauss
the huilding of the bridge would le-
galized tracks.

Mr. DRESSER: Mr, Speaker, I want
to use the Cumberland county dele-
gation fairly and on that account 1
second the motion of the gentleman
from Portland (Mr. Murphy) that this
matter lie on the table.

Mr. HARRISON of Weston: Mr.
Speaker, T am in favor of the indefi-
nite postponement of this bill. The
Portland Railroad people would not
run their cars over there every day
if it was unsafe. All we sk is that
you people look at this matter fairly.

The . question being on the motion
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that the bill lie upon the table and
assigned for tomorrow morning,
The motion was agreed to.

Passed to Be Engrossed.

Senate Resolve, No. 204, in favor of
Sagadahoc Agricultural and Horticul-
tural Society.

Senate Resolve, No, 205, in favor of
Maine Insane hospital.

Senate Resolve, No. 206, in favor of
Maine Insane hospital.

Senate Resolve, No. 213, in favor of
introduction Hungarian partridge in
Maine.

(Tabled pending second reading on
motion of Mr. Williamson of Augusta.)

House Resolve, No. 599, in favor of
Rastern Maine Insane hospital.

Mr. Littlefield of Bluehill, offered
House Amendment A, to amend by
striking out “$105,850” and substitut-
ing therefor “$118,350.”

Mr. LITTLEFIELD: 1 will say, Mr
Speaker, that the committee on insane
hospitals after making an investiga-
tion of the needs of the Eastern Maine
Insane hospital found that we had
made a mistake in the figures, and we
have asked that this amendment be
adopted carrying $12,500 in addition to
the amocunt appropriated by the other
resolve.  We found that we had made
a mistake in adding up the amounts,
and while the hospital actually nceds
four times more than what we have
called for, yet I hope that the House
will vote to adopt the amendment car-
rying this additional amount.

The amendment was adopted, and
the resolve was then passed to be en-
grossed as amended.

House Bill, No. 59, An Act relating
to Gardiner municipal court.

House Bill, No. 593, An Act relating
to automobiles in the town of IKden.

House Bill, No. 654, An Act for bet-
ter protecticn of lobster fisheries.

Senate Bill, No. 208, An Act relating
to employment of minors. .

Senate Bill, No. 209, An Act relating
to school census. returns.

Senate Bill, No. 211, An Act to regu-
late the taking of beaver.

Senate Bill, No. 212, An Act to regu-
late taking salmon, togue, perch, etc.

Senate Bill No. 49 An Act relating
to the State paper.
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House Bill, No. 480, An Act relating
to malicious mischief.

House Bill, No. 665, An Act relating
to condemnation proceedings.

Passed to Be Enacted.

An Act relating to the solemnization of
marriages.

An Act to amnend Section 1 of Chapter
146 of the Private and Special Laws of
1895, relating to the Commissioner of Public
Works of the city of rPortland.

An Act to amend Sections 6, 7 and 11
of Chapter 15 of the Public Laws of 1907,
relating to the protection of trees and shrubs
from the introduction and ravages of dan-
gerous insects a d diseases, as amended
by Chapter 34 of the Public Laws of 1909.

An Act to amend Chapter 407 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1903, as
amended, relating to ice fishing in Wood
pcend, sometimes called Big Wood pond, sit-
uated in Jackman Plantation and in Town-
ship Number One, Range five, N. B. K. P,
known as Attean Township, and in Town-
ship Number Five, Range Two, N. B. K. P,

known as Dennistown, in the county of
Somerset.

An Act to amend Chapter 206 of the
Public Laws of 1909, entitled “An Act

to consolidate and revise the military law
of the State of Maine.”

An Act to amend Chapter 374 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1909, au-
thorizing annual appropriations for York
Hospital.

An Act to provide for the appointment
of a state sealer of weights and measures,
and to define his duties.

Orders of the Day.

On motion of Mr. Bowman of Vinalhaven,
House order relating to the herring fishery,
was taken from the table, and on further
motion by the same gentleman the order
was indefinitely postponed.

On motion by Mr. Mace of Great pond,
Resolve in favor of H. P. McKenney, was
taken from the table, and on further mo-
tion by the same gentleman the Resolve re-
ceived its second reading and was passed
to be engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Murphy of Portland,
Bill, An Act equalizing school privileges
was taken from the table, and on motion
by Mr. Jordan of Portland, the Bill wasg
again tabled and specially assigned for to-
mMOTTOW.

On motion of Mr. Emery of Sanford, Bill,
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An Act to amend the charter of the Ossippee
Valley Power Company, was taken from the

table, and on further motion by the same
gentleman the Bill was indefinitely post-
poned.

On motion of Mr. Kelley of Boothhay,
Bill, An Act to incorporate the Bayville
Village Corporation, was taken from the
table, and on further motion by the same
gentleman the Bill received its two read-
ings.

On motion of Mr. Williamson of Augusta
the rules were suspended, the Bill received
its third reading and was passed to be en-
grossed.

Oo motion of Mr. Hersey of Houlton, Bill,
An Act relating to the support of alien
paupers was taken from the table, and on
further motion by the same gentleman the
Bill was again laid upon the table.

On motion of Mr. Hersey, Eill, An Act
relating to the removal of county attorneys
was taken from the table, and on further
motion by the same gentleman the Bill was
assigned for consideration at the coming in
of the session this afternoon.

On motion of Mr. Jordan of Portland, Bill,
An Act relating to representative govern-
ment was taken from the table, and on
further motion by the same gentleman the
Bill was specially assigned for consideration
tomorrow.

On motion of Mr. Wheeler of South
Paris, Bill, An Act to abolish the office
of State auditor of printing was taken
from the table, and on further motion
by the same gentleman the bill was
specially assigned for the second mat-
ter to be considered at the session this
afternoon.

On motion of Mr. Mace of Great
Pond, the report of the committee on
taxationn on the income bill, was taken
from the table,

Mr. MACE: Mr. Speaker, this is a
question which requires some consid-
eration on the part of the members of
this House in order that they may in-
telligently decide upon the matter, and
I would move that the two bills on this
subject matter together with the two
reports of the committee be tabled for
printing and specially assigned for
consideration on Friday of this week.

The motion was agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Williamson of Au-
gusta, resolve relative to introduction
of Hungarian partridge, was taken
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from the table, and on further motion
by the same gentleman the resolve re-
ceived its second reading and was
passed to be engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Willlamson the
rules were suspended and that gentle-
man introduced Bill, An Act to amend
Chanter 15 of the Revised Statutes, as
amended by Chapter 238 of the Public
Laws of 1909, relating to truant ofli-
cers.

On motion of the same gentleman
the vules were suspended and he in-
traduced Bill, An Act to amend Ciap-
ter 40 of the Revised Statutes, as
amended by Chapter 46 of the Public
Laws of 1907, and Chapter 70 and 257
of the Public Laws of 1909, rclating to
emplovment of women and children.

Mr. WILLIAMSON: Mr. Speaker, the
law relative to the inspector of factories,
workshops, mines and guarries has pass-
ed the House and has been signed by the
Governor. The commissioner of labor in-
forms me that it was the intention to
have the words ‘inspector of factories,
workshops, mines and gquarries” struck
out and insert the words ‘‘or commission-
er of labor,” otherwise we would have
statutes enacted referring to an office
which did not exist, but for some reason
the amendments were not offered until
after the act had gone through and been
signed by the Governor. The labor com-
missioner has prepared these two bills
correcting the error, which of course now
becomes only a clerical error. I do not
like to present bills at this time in the
session, but if there is no objection I
would move that the bills be received at
this time and be given their several read-
ings. I will say further that T have seen
the chalrman of the committee on labor
and he has examined the bills and they
meet with his approval.

On motion of Mr. Williamson the bills
received their two readings and on fur-
ther motion by the same gentleman the
bills received their third reading and were
passed to be engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Strickland of Bangor,
resolve providing for the payment of cer-
tain deficiences accrued prior to January
1, 1911, were taken from the table.
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Mr. Strickland offered House Amend-
ment A, to amend on page three by surik-
ing out for agricultural socicties $14,847.-
42; also by striking out on pages 16, 17,
18 and 19, $35,630.72; and in the 1Yth line
$35,630.72, and inserting in place thereot
$20,783.30.

Mr. STRICKLAND: 1 will say, Mr.
Speaker, that this $14,000 was put into the
deliciency bill but it does not beloug
there. The appropriation bill for 1411 car-
ries that §14,0600 and if it remained in the
bill that would leave $28,000 for 1911. It
was not a deficlency. It cam- to us incor-
rectly reported and if we let that pass it
would be double that
year,
error.

amount for this
s .
This bractically corrects a clerical

The amendment was adopted and the
resolve then received its second reading

and was passed to be engrossed
amended.

as

Mr. TUCKER of Wiscasset: Mr. Speak-
er, yesterday I moved that a committee
of conference be appointed in regard to
the resolve in favor of myself as secre-
tary of the committee on school for feeble
minded. I wish now to move that we re-
consider that action whereby we voted to
appoint a committee of conference.

The motion was agreed to.

On further motion of Mr.

Tucker, th
House v .

! oted to concur with the Senate
in referring the resolve to the committee
on appropriations and financial affairs,

On motion of Mr. Davies of Yarmouth,
the rules were suspended and that gentle-
man introduced a resolution addressed to
our representatives in Congress in rela-
tion to parcels post.

On motion of Mr. Williamson of Au-
gusta the resolution was tabled for
printing,

On motion of Mr. Scates of West-
brook, House Resolve .31, relating to

municipal indebtedness, was taken
from the table.
Mr. SCATES: Mr. Speaker, T move

the adoption of the majority report
“ought to pass.”

This resolve calls for an amendment
to the Constitution of the State and
provides that cities of 49,000 or more
may increase their municipal indebted-
ness from five to seven per cent., a
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gradual increase of one-quarter of one
per cent, a year. This pertains to the
city of Portland alone, because that is
the only city in the Statc of 40,000 in-
habitanis and the only city that will
have that population in the next 20
years. Some one has objected to it
because they say that it may estab-
lish a bad precedent, that some other
city of less population in the future
may need an increase of their muni-
cipal indebtedness more than five per
cent. Well, if they need the money
for the benefit of their city, I don't
know why they should not be allowed
to do it. Furthermore, from the time
of the adoption of the Constitution of
this State in 1819 until 1878 there was
no constitutional municipal debt limit
I desire the members to bear in mind,
in considering this question, that it
will not affect your city or your town
and it cannot; and I do not apprehend
that any town pays any attention to
this debt limit. You do not increase
your appropriations or decrease them
on that account.

Now why does Portland desire this?
It is simply for this reason. Three
yvears ago the city hall of Portland was
destroyed by fire. Since then she has
erccted and nearly completed a city
hall ccsting  $1,100,000. That has
brought her up to her five per cent.
debt 1limit. Now there are other im-
provements that the city of Portland
must have. She must have a new po-
lice station. She must have a new
fire station. She must have a new
High school building costing nearly
$300,000. She must have better streets.
Neow as long as she has got to have
these things, mind you, the city hall
and the Fligh school building and the
police station and the fire station are
not built for this year or next* —ear,
but they are built and will be built to
accommodate the citizens of Portland
for 25 or 100 years. It is not right
that the people of Portland of 1911 and
1912 should be called upon to pay all
of the expenses of those buildings
which are to be for the use of future
generations.

As this will not affect in any way any
city or any town outside of the city
of Portland, the citizens of Portland
desire this Legislature to allow them
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to work out her own destiny in her
own way, and according to this re-
solve only one quarter of one per
cent, can be added each year. She
cannot increase her indebtedness more
than $155,000 a year, and if she should
take advantage every year of that
one quarter of one per cent. it would
be 10 years before she could reach
her seven per cent. debt limit; and so
in Lehalt of the citizens of Portland
we ask you to grant this. It is an
amendment to the Counstitution, it
must be carried by this House by a
two-thirds vote on its final passage,
and then it must be submitted to the
people of the State for their approval.

Mr. PETERS: DMr. Speaker, I sim-
ply want to state the reason which
animated me in signing the minority
report, because 1 realized that the
people of Portland are in a difficult
position. Possibly this would be a
very beneficial measure to have passed,
so far as Portland is concerned, but
it is hardly true that Portland is the
only community interested. There can
be no amendment of the Constitu-
tion of this State which interests one
locality alone and that justifies us
in other parts of the State in going
into this matter and taking a posi-
tion one way or the other. It is por-
haps u more important matter than
you may appreciate. Anyihing which
looks toward an amendment of the
Constitution is of the greatest im-
portance. You are also aware that
the Constitution now prohibits and
for muny years has prohkibited any
debts of municipalities exceeding five
per cent. of their valuation. The ef-
fect of this amendment is that the
city of Portland is exempted from the
constitutional debt limit. The sub-
stance and effect of this measure is
that Portland alone is exempted from
the Constitution and that there is a
special censtitutional limit for Port-
land and another for all the rest of
the State. There did not appear to
me to be any particular reason why
we should go to the length suggested
in amending the Constitution in order
to authorize one locality to increase
its debts. There was no more rea-
son to my mind why we should make
this 1limit 40,000 than there was to
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‘make it 20,000. There are other cities
in the State to my certain knowledge
in very much the same condition as
Portland on a smaller scale. If we
adopt this precedent of exempting cer-
tain localities from the operation of
the Constitution we are likely to be’
followed up by requests from other
loculities similarly situated who will
come around and say, “We want an
opportunity to increase our debt lim-
it;” and for that reason 1 objected
and signed the minority report be-
lieving it to ke a matter of very bad
State policy and very bad legislation.

Mr. MURPHY: Mr. Speaker, there may
be other cities and towns that may need
to increase their debt limit but they have
not asked for it yet. Portland has asked
for it because we need it. Portland is not
hard up because they have been extravagant
or wastetul, they are hard up because they
could not help it. The gentleman (rom
‘Westbrook has alluded to the fires which
Portland has had the misfortune to suffer
from. Portland aided in the building of
the Ogdensburg kailroad to the extent of
sotie millions of dollars, also the Portland

& Rochester Railroad. Now we are up
against it. We do need the buildings that
the gentleman from westbrook said we

needed and we cannot get them unless the
city helps us to get them in a legitimate
way. | hope this Resolve wiil have a pas-
sage. The city government either unan-
imously or by a large majority voted to
pass a Resolve requesting the legislative
committee to ask of this Legislature to
enable them to raise the debt limit. The
school committee has unanimously passed
a resolution to that etfect, and a majority
0 the school committee is Republican,
There are only three out of the twelve mem-
bers who are Democratic. Therefore [
wish to state that the people of Portland

irrespective of party are emnhatically in
favor of an increase in the debt limit.
Mr. WILLIAMSON: Mr. Speaker, I am

heartily in favor of this measure but I
wish to add to it an amendment which I
think there can be no objection to and

which applies solely to my own city.

The SPEAKER: The question is on the
acvceeptanre of the majority report.

The majority report was accepted.

Mr. Williamson offered Amendment A by
adding after the word “further” in line
eighteen the word “This resolution shall
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not be construed to apply to the city of
Augusta which is hereby declared to be for-
ever the seat of Government of the State
when it reaches the population or 40.000,”
and also by adding the same words after
the word “made’ 1in line thirty-eight.

On motion of Mr. Davies ths amendment
was tabled for printing.

The Speaker laid before the House Resolve
in favor of the Penobscot tribe of Indians.

This Resolve containing an emergency
clause required one hundred and one votes
to receive a passage.

A division was had and the Resolve re-
ceived its final passage by a vote of 120.

On motion of Mr. Bisbee of Rumford,
petition of F. S. Skofield and others
for change in the open season for fish-
ing in Swift river, was taken from the
table.

On motion of Mr. Bisbee the report
of the committee was accepted.

On motion of Mr. Allen of Jones-
boro, Rill, An Act relating to the ob-
servance of the Lord's day, was taken
from the table. *

Mr. Allen moved to correct a cleri-
cal error.

The SPEAKER: The correction will
be made by the clerk.

The bill then received its third read-
ing and was passed to be engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Plummer, Biil, An
Act to extend the charter of the York
Water, Light & Power Company, was
taken from the table.

The bill then received its third read-
ing and was passed to be engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Littlefield of Blue-
hill, Resolve in favor of the FEastern
Maine Insane hospital, was taken from
the table.

Mr. Littlefield offered House Amend-
ment A by striking out the figures
“$108,850 and substituting in their
place $121,350.”

The amendment was adopted, the re-
solve was then read a second time and
was passed to be engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Plummer, An Act
to incorporate the Northern Penob-
scot Water Company, was taken from
the table.

The bill then received its third read-
ing and was passed to be engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Plummer, Bill, An
Act to extend the charter of the Weld
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Water Company was taken from the
table and on further motion by the
same gentleman the bill received its
second rcading and was assigned for
tomorrow morning.

On motion of Mr. Plummer, Bill, An
Act to extend the charter of the North
Parsounsfield Water Company was tak-
en from the table, and on further mo-
tion by the same gentleman the hill
received itz third reading and was
passed to be engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Plummer, Bill, An
Act granting additional powers and
privileges to the Peaks Island Corpor-
atior, was taken from the table, and on
further motion by the same gentleman
the bLiNl received its third reading and
was passed to be engrossed.

Or motion of Mr. Bogue of East Ma-
chias, resolve in favor of John R. Mec-
Donald was taken from the table, and
on frirther motion by the same gentle-
nman the resolve received its first read-
ing and was assigned for tomorrow
morning.

Mr. Otis from the committee on
ways and means presentcd the report
of that committee with accompanying
Lill, An Act for the assessment of the
State tax for the year 1911.

The veport was accepted.

On motion of Mr. Otis the rules were
suspanded, the bill received its first
and second readings, and on further
motion of Mr. Otis the bill received its
third reading and was passed to be
engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Wilson of Auburn,
the House took a recess until 2 o’clock
in the afternoon.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Mr, Hodgkins of Damariscotta present-
ed the report of the committee on insane
hospitals, and on motion of Mr. Pattan-
gall of Waterville the report was tabled
for printing.

The Speaker laid before the House, Re-~
solve in favor of the Maine School for
Feeble Minded, which came from the Sen-
ate, that branch referring it to the com-
mittee on appropriations and financial af-
fairs.
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The House concurred with the Senate
in its action.

First Reading of Printed Bilis.

An Act to amend Specification 1, of Sec-
tion 13 of Chapter 9, Revised Statutes, as
amended by Chapter 4, Laws of 1909, re-
lating to taxation of personal property.

An Act to amend R. S. Chapter 34, See-
tion 1, relating to seals of notary public
and validating their acts.

An Act additional to Chapter 140 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1909, in rela-
tion to the South Paris Village Corpora-
tion,

An Act concerning notaries public who
are stockholders, directors, officers or em-
ployes of banks or other corporations.

An Act to revive and extend the charter
of the Kingman Development Company.

An Act relating to abandoned burying
ground.

An Act to insure publicity with respect
to the demands upon the Staie and to fa-
cilitate the legislative committees in deal-
ing with questions of appropriation.

An Act additional to Chapter 226 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1903, incor
porating the Guilford Water Company.

An Act to provide for the admission of
evidence in actions for libel in certain
cases. .

An Act relating to evidence in personal in-
jury cases,

An Act to revive and extend the charter
and organization of the South Paris Light,
Heat and Power Company.

An Act to provide for the further analysis
of commercial fertilizers.

An Act relating to insurance companies
not authorized to do business in Maine.

An Act to amend Section 16 of Chapter
86 of the Revised Statutes, relating to sale
of shares of .the capital stock of a corpora-
tion on execution.

An Act to awmend Chapter 52, Section 7
of the Revised Statutes as amended by
Chapter 134 of the IPPublic Laws of 1907,
relating to fraudulent evasions of payment
of fares on steam railroam: sireet railroads,
steamboats and ferries.

An Act to amend Section 20 of Chapter
37 of the Public Laws of 1903, relating to
the distribution of personal estate.

An Act to incorporate The Maine Tnstitute
of Music and Liberal and PFine Arts.

An Act to amend Section 13 of Chapter
117 of the Revised Statutes, as amended
by Chapter 66 of the Public Laws of 1907,

o
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as amended by Chapter 195 of the Public
Laws of 1909, relating to fees of witnesses
before referees, auditors, and commissioners
specially appointed to take testimony.

An Act concerning corrupti practices
at elections, caucuses, and primaries.

An Act to amend Chapter 256 of
the Public Laws of 1909 relating to
trustees process.

An Act relating to drains and com-
mon sewers in the city of Bangor.

An Act to incorporate the Hermon
Water Company.

An Act to incorporate the” Kittery
Sewer Conipany.

An Act to incorporate ihe Young
Men’s Christian Associations and the
Young Women’s Christian Associa-
tions organized or to be organized in
this State.

An Act to amend Chapter 125 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1895, en-
titled “An Act to incorporate the York
Shore Water Company.”

Reports of Committees.

Mr. Pattangall {rom the committee
on legal affairs, on BIill, An Act to
amend Section 1 of Chapter 84 of the
Revised Statutes relating to orders of
notice of the supreme Jjudicial court,
reported ought to pass in new draft
accompanying.

Mr. Pcters from the same committee,
on Rill, An Act to incorporate the
Farmington & Augusta Railway Com-
pany, reported cught to pass.

Mr. Strickland from the committee
on appropriations and financial atfairs
on Bill, An Act to appropriate moncys
for the expenditures of government for
the yvear 1911, reported the same in a
new draft under the same title and
that it ought v pass.

The Speaker laid before the House
Senate Document 58, Bill, An Act to
repeal Chapter 219 of the Public Laws
of 1909.

Mr. HERSEY of Houlton said: Mr.
Speaker, T move that the minority re-
port be substituted for the report of
the majority. The bill under consid-
eration is very short. It contains one
secticn which reads as follows: “Chap-
ter 219 of the Public Laws of 1909 is
hercby repealed.” Chapter 219 of the
Public Laws of 1909 is entitled “An Act
empowering the Governor to remove
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county attorneys,” and it contains these
words, “Upon the petition of not less
than 50 adult citizens of any county
charging that the county attorney of
such county hag persistently failed to
perform his legal dutiies and specify-
ing wherein he has so failed, upon
hearing and satistactory proof of such
persistent faiiure, may remove such
county attorney and fill the vacancy
from the same political party to which
such county attorney belongs, first giv-
ing to such county attorney at least
10 days, before the date of the hearing,
a copy of the charges and specifications
against him and notice of the time and
place of hearings thereon.”

Now that law was enacted two years
ago. It has been called a Republican
measure because it was enacted by the
majority party of the last Legislature,
and that has been given to me in this
Liegislature as a reason why it snould
be repcaled. If that is a valid reason,
then there is no reason why we should

not repeal tlie Revised Statutes of
Niaine, for all the laws of Maine for
the last 60 years have been enacted

by the Republican party., Now this bill
comes froim a committee, comes from
a committee with a majority report as
a party report, and a minority report
as a party report. It comes belore the
Fouse in that way. I do not wisn to
address myself wholly in this matter
as a party measure. 1 cannot conceive
of any good rcason why this law at
this time should he repealed except a
politica! reason, except for the purpose
of avoiding the responsibility which
is now laid unon the majority party of
this State and upon the Governor of
this State. Article 5 of Section 1 of the
Consglitution of the State says tlie Su-
prcme xeculive power of this State
shall hbe vested in the Governor. Sec-
tion 12 says, “He shall take care that

the laws be faithfully executed.” THe
is the great Executive officer of the
State and those are the duties laid

upor him by our Constitution. Thirty-
seven states have laws simlar to this
one that ynu ask now to be repcalcd,
giving the Governor the authority to
remove county attorneys upon a peti-
ticn by the people. Now the Democrat-
ic party in the last camnaign put into
thieir platform a plank which said they
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were in favor of the faithful enforce-
ment of the laws of the State of Maine.

They went before the people with
that platform, with that plank in their
platform, and their candidate for Gov-
ernor in his letter of acceptance Au-
gust 13 last said, “I belicve in the
enforcement of laws.” Not only that,
but after the election of our Gov-
ernor he stood in this hall and read
his message to the people of Maine
and the Legislature of Maine. In a
joint session of both branches he read
to us the strong, brave words. Leav-
ing aside the question ¢f whether
the present law affords the best reg-
ulation of the liquor traffic, a ques-
ticn over which there is an honest
difference of opinion, there can bhe
n»n questicn that it is the duty of
every official to enforce the prohibi-
tory law so long as it remains on
the statute books. For vears we have
been passing laws to please certain
classes and failing to enforce them
to please others, Strong, nohle. brave
words, if he meant them; most cow-
ardly if he did not mean ithem. Anad
after he had said those words, be-
fore they had hardly ceased to ring
in our ears and in our memories. a
bill is put into this Lez to
repeal the Iaw that gave him the only
authority but one to enforce the laws
of the State of Maine. For imme-
diately on the assembling of this T.eg-
islature, hardly hefore we had done
a particle of huginess, a hill was of-
fered under a suspension of the rules
to repeal the Sturgis law, so-called,
giving the Governor of the State the
authority to send special deputies to
different counties of the State to en-
force .the Maine law where it was
not enforced, and that bill was pusheq
through both Houses of this Legis-
latuie and it received the signature
of the Governor and he said: “I con-
sent, I agree, I want that law re-
pealed, I want the authority ta-
ken from me to appoint that
commission to enforce the laws
of the State of Mnipe” And thomn
there comes an appral to the majority
party in this House that you remove from
vour Governor the last vestige of auuior-
ity under the constitution and law of the
land to enforce the liquor law of Maine.
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I am not speaking to you Republicans
now, the Republicans of this Legislature
stand by that law, I am speaking to the
Democrats of this Legislature, I am
speaking to you as a man to a man, I am
speaking to you now as men who keep
your campaign promises to the peopl2
that you would faithfully enforce the law,
I am speaking to you as men who say
that your party believe w..at they said to
the people, I am assuming that the Gov-
ernor meant what he said in his message,
and I am asking you not to repeal this
law and not say to the people that you
do not mean what you say.

What is the law? It simply says that
50 adult citizens by the right of petition
may bring tho matter of the non-enforce-
ment of the law in their county before
the Governor, and after a hearing, if he
is satisfied that the officer persistently
fails to do his duty he can remove him.
1Titherto you have said that you believed
in the right of petition, that you believed
in the people having a voice in the gov-
ernment and being heard. If you enact
this law you remove from the p-ople the
right of petition, you remove the right
of a hearing, and you remove from your
Governor all authority and all power to
enforce the law of the State. What can
a Governor do? In a few days this L-og-
islature is to adjourn. No county attor-

ney in the State of Maine can be Im-
peached then before the Legislature. It
is up to the Governor. He will have to

wait two years. What can he do? Enact
this law and the people may petition and
petition to the Governor and all he can
say to them is, “I am helpless and hope-
less, T ecannot do a thing, I cannot lay
my hand upon this officer, T cannot en-
force the law, I cannot comply with my
duty under the constitution; you have
tied my hands.”

1 believe in plain spoken words. I do not
want you to misunderstand me at all. Some
one may say that there is no occasion for
such a law as this, that the county attor-
neys in the State are faithfully perform-
ing their duties., But T assume that a case
may arize where a county attorney in the
State of Maine is not doing his duty. Let
me illustrate. T will assume for the sake
of the iDustration that over here in the
county of Penobscot the county attorney is
not doing his duty in the enforcement of
the Maine law. I will assume that the
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county attorney of Penobscot takes the cases
that come before uim, the criminal business
brought to him by the officers and deputy
sheriffs and constables, from cvery source,
all of those prosecutions that have been
brought to him in the Supreme court, and
nol prosses them. 1 will assume that the
county attorney of Penobscot consents to
open sales in the city of Bangor. that he
has made a by-word and reproach of non-
enforcement of law in the nostrils of the
people of the State. I will assume that he
has been rebuked by the court from the
Bench, by the pulpit of Bangor and by the
press of the State. 1 will assume all that
tor the sake of the argument, and then I
will assume that he came to this Legis-
lature at this session and had a room at
the Augusta house and has stayed here ever

since. 1 will assume that he has been
lobbying here day after day. T will as-
sume he is in the lobby now, and I will

assume that he is watching to see whether
you repeal this law that he may re-
turn to Bangor and still carry on that
policy of lawlcssness and deflance of
the laws of the Stuate and say that you
cannot touch him. Now I say, assum-
ing thatl to be true, Mr, Specaker, then
the political party that will allow that
to be done in the face of campaign
promises to cnforce the laws of the
State, is cowardly, and ought not to
be cntrusied further with the govern-
ment of the State. And I say this,
that if you enact this law and put it
up to the Governor of this State, if he
docs not interpose his velo azainst it
then these great, strong, brave words

in his message beccme not like the
strong, brave words of a Governor of

a great State, but they brcome the
sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal
of a mere politician. It is up to vou.
(Applause.)

Mr. PHILLIPS of Shirley: Mr.
Speaker, [ do not doubt but what this
law may have bcen necded in past
years but 1T do not believe we need it
very much at the present time, In
Piscataquis county there has been 2

man selling rum there for 15 or 20
years almost by the wholesale. They

have had him arrested a great many
times, had him before the court at
Dover and every time he has gone
clear. A few days ago they found five
barrels of whiskey there which they
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seized and 700 bottles of other liquor,
and they took him to Dover and he was
fined $100 and given 60 days in jail. I
do not think that in Piscataquis we
need any such law as this to take care
of cur county a torn-y or our sheriff
or anything of the sort.

Mr. PATTANGALL: Mr. Speaker, I
hoped in the short time that was left
for this ILegislature to work in we
raiglhit be able to so conduct our busi-
ress as to necessitate no debating on
the part of anybody except so far as
delate was neecssary in explaining the
various measures that come before the
House in order that business might be
facilitated and our work be kept with-
in a reasonable time. T had hoped that
the dayv of stump speeches had passed
and (hat there would l'e no more de-
hateg in the [House that would cause

wernitleman from Houlton to rise

18 seat five days afterwards and
ask that a thousand extra copies of
the Record for a certain day be print-
ed for distributicn among his neigh-
burs in the county of Arcostook; but
it seems I heped in vain.

Ag¢ to the bill which we propose here
and which eame from the legal affairs
committee in gnod faith., there wars no
ocecasion for an onthurst of elaguerice
and a long arzument directed partly
tewards the general political program
of the nartyv in po=er and in a large
part made np of a personal attack on
a gentleman who is not a member of
this bodv and who therefore conld not
avawer in debate. Now let us sce what
the law is, which the gentleman deems
c0 pecessarv. We have had prohibition
in Maine einece 1951, since 1856 uninter-
rintedlv, and never unti! 1909 did it
ocenr to anvrody that it was neces-
sarv, in order to enforce the prohibi-
torv law, that the Governor shoauld re
sn eitunated that on a petition of 50
adult rersons he could give a hearing
as to whether or not he should remove
a conntv attorney and appoint some
one else in his p'ace. As the gentieman
from Woulton truthfullyv <aid. if we
were geing to repeal thig law simply
hecause it was a FRepublican law, we
woull repeal in a laree measuts all of
the lows passed dnring the last half
a century. Many of them in my ovin-

ion might wisely be repealed;
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but for all that 50 years
with the party now in the mi-
nority in Maine in the majority, for 4§
of those 50 years nobody deemed it neces-
sary to have this law. Year after year
Republicans got along without it, Demo-
crats got along without it year after
year. It was simply one of a series of
laws passed in a desperate attempt, not
to enforce the prohibitory law, but teo
make the people of Maine think that
somebody was going to enforce it. It has
been on the statute books two years. Dur-
ing those two years Governor Plaisted
was not Governor. During those two
years Governor Fernald was Governor;
and I would not say here on the floor of
the House where Governor Fernald has
no opportunity to answer me, that be-
cause conditions in Bangor were what
the gentleman from Houlton describes
them to be, if they are described truly
by him, that therefore Governor Fernald
was a coward. I would not say that.
(Applause.) If conditions in Bangor or
anywhere else have been bad for two
years with that law on the statute books,
who is responsible for those conditions?
The gentleman has said, in attacking the
present county attorney of Penobscot, a
man who is known to most of us and
known to most of us as a gentla=man, that
he does, or that he assumes he does, cer-
tain things in connection with hig busi-
ness in the courts at Bangor. I know
nothing o. the details of his work. I
know that his work there was sufficiently
satisfactory to the people of Penobscot
so that when he came up for re-election
last fall he got the largest vote of any
county official on the county ticket in
spite of the repetition day after day in
the Bangor News of the same sort of
talk that the gentleman from Houlton
saw fit to indulge in here. The people
hacked him up in what he has done. 1
know him as a gentleman, I know him as
a lawyer, T anow him as an honest man,
and no man for the purpose of exciting
any prejudice against anybody or against
any bill has a right to attack him on the
floor of this House as he has been at-
tacked.

But to return to the law. Two vears
ago the gentleman from Houlton stood
up in the House and argued stren-
uously for this law and said then if
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it was passed that that meant en-
forcement. *““Give us this law,” he said,
“and there will be no more nullification
in Maine.” 1 remember his argument
well. I listened to it with a good
deal of interest. That was the one
thing that was going to wind up the
matter of nullification. They had the
Sturgis law and the Oakes law, and
the Prohibitory law on the statute
bonks and in the Constitution. That
was not enough. “Give us just this
one mere law and we will take care
of prohibition and enforce it from one
end of Maine to the other.”” Well,
youn had the law for two years. I
wonder, was the prohibitory law en-
forced strictly in the city of Portland
during those two years? Let us get
away from Bangor and get down into
what was then a good TRepublican
county with a good Republican coun-
ty attorney. How about Portland for
two years? I am not going to attack
the county attorney of Portland or
make any criticism of him at all
He has his duties to perform and
I have mine. But I know that con-
ditions in Portland during those two
vears were very far from what could
be described as ideal enforcements,
and yet the county attorney of Cum-
berland was not brought before the
brave Governor of Maine and a hear-
ing had and he removed from of-
fice. Of course he was not. When
that law was passed nobody intended
to use it. Nobody ever intended to
uge it. (Gentlemen who sat in the
House with me and voted for the
law gave as an excuse for their ac-
tion two years ago that it never would
be used but that it would satisfy an
element in their party wade up in
part of the gentleman from Houlton,
an element that had gravitated
inte Republicanism from the Pro-
hibition party and could only
be satisfied if they could have all sorts
of political measures passed, not for
use but for the purpose of talking to
the people on the stump; and this law
was framed. Now I wish you would
study that law. It says that you want
to give the Governor power to remove
a county attorney. You don’t do it in
your law. You say the Governor may
upon petition of 50 adult citizens take
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into consideration the conduct of a
county attorney, He cannot act upon
his own initiative. Now if you had a
Governor who wanted that power, a
Governor who wanted to use that pow-
er, he would want it so he coutd use it
on his own motion; and % there had
been any idea when that law was fram-
ed that it wag going to be used, that is
the way the law would have been
framed. Now If you are going to have
a petition, not allow the Governor to
act but are going to have a petition,
then you ought to have a substantial
petition, hadn't you? No, 50 adult citi-
zens. Any 50, it don't make any dif-
ference what they are. It don’t make
any difference what their occupation is.
They can bring a county attorney be-
fore a Governor and put upon him the
stigma of a public hearing, giving an
opportunity 1o ncwspapers that care
to go into that line of stuff and to
politicians who want to go into it, to
slander him for two or four or six
vears afterward whether there is any
truth back of their charges or not.

Now see how the law is framed. Aft-
er a hearing the Governor could re-
move the county attorney and appoint
some one else in his stead, and then
to make it look fair they said the man
he appointed must be a member of
the same political party. That must be
so. T know of counties in Maine where
there is just one Democratic lawyer.
That would not make any difference.
If that one was not satisfactory to the
50 adult citizens and the Governor he
would have to be removed and the
Governor would have to appoint a
county attorney who was not a lawyer.
Take the provision of that law into
the county of Aroostook where you
have a Republican county attorney:
and by the way during the last two
vears, according to the reports of the
Sturgis Commission, the prohibi-
tory law was not enforced very well
up in Aroostook., It secms to me that
I read something in the newspapers
ahout the county attorney of Aroostook
county nol prossing cases and the
Sturgis Commission inquiring about
it. I did not hear anything about
that a moment ago from the gentleman
from Houlton. But there was a good
deal of scandal and talk about it. The
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Sturgis Commissioners had to go
in there because the local authorities
would not enforce their ewn law. But
take the county of Aroostook. Suppose
the county attorney shuld be removed
on petition. I do not think it is like-
ly. but suppose that should happen.
Yet the Governor must appoint a Re-
publican county attorney. You and I
know cnough about politics to know
that there is not a Republican who
would take the place of a Republican
under those circumstances, and the
Governor would have to appoint a fel-
low who absolutely was not fit for it
or he would have to chase around and
appoint somebody who called himself
a. Republican who was not one. You
would have the same situation in your
Democratic counties. Suppose in Ken-
nebec county Fred Emery Beane should
be brought before the Governor on a
charge made by 50 adult citizens and
the Governor saw fit to remove him.
Do you suppose there is a Democratic
lawyer in this county that would take
his place? Of course they would hot,
you could not get one.

Now was there any need of that
law when it was passed? It was
passed in this House by a strict
party vote and at the behest
of the radical prohibition element
of the Republican party which said.

“We must keep the farce up, we must
stand against resubmissicn, against
the repeal of the Sturgis law, against
anything that will offend the little
clique that we have surrounded our-
selves with. We want this law.”
Everybody knew it would not be used.
I say that on your statute books to-
day that is not only a disgraceful
law, because you assume when you
keep it there that you are going to
elect dishonest county attorneys—yvou
have not got that law in regard to
any other officials—it is dangerous, it
is fraught with menace for your Gov-
erncr. There are people in Maine who
play malicious politics. 1t is possi-
ble today in any county for 50 people
animated by wicked motives to bring
before the Governor malicious charges
against the county attorney. It would
be pogsible for 50 citizens of Penobscot
if they were actuated by the spirit
which the gentleman from Houlton
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displayed to bring charges against the
county attorney of Penobscot to bring
him before the Governor of Maine,
and then whether the Governor re-
moved him or not, whether the charges
were proved or not, ths purpose of
those petitioners would have been
served. If the Governor removed him
they would have said that the coun-
ty attorney was discredited and there-
fore the party was discredited; if the
Governor did not remove they would
have said they stood back of nullifica-
tion because the man must have been
guilty or he would not have heen
charged with mnullification. Tt is a
law which gives an opportunity for
50 slanderers to blacken thie good name
of the county attorney and to put a
Governor in a position that no Gov-

ernor should be put in. Now it is
said if we repeal that law we op-
pose enforcement. That law never

existed until 1909, Was the Repub-
lican party opposed to enforcement
up to that time? You do not believe
that, do you? Why do you by this
bill abandon enforcement? For ycars
and. years you bad in Maine as good
enforcement as you had during the
past two ycars without cnything on
your statute books in regard to the
conducl of county officers except the
votes of the people that they were de-
pendent upon for re-election, their
gense of decency and the courts he-
fore which they practiced. We have
in this State today 12 Democratic
atterneys. We do not need that law
for them, not for one of them. We do
not need it in Kennebec or Cumber-
land or TPenobscot, with all due re-
spect to my friend the gentleman from
Houlton. T do not believe your Re-
puhblican county attornevs need it.
T know something of the conditions
in Washington and you do not need it
there. I do not think you need it in
Aroostook. . I know somecthing of the
countly attorney of Oxford, I do not
think you need it there. I know you
do not need it in York, because with a
Damocratic sheriff in York the law
has been enforced without any re-
course to petitions to the Governor
to remnve anvbhedy.

If that law should be repealed it would
not be a step backward in the cause of
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enforcement, it would be to step backward
in the cause of fanaticism, it would be a
step backward along the line that the Re-
publicarn party followed to its ruin, it
would be a step backward through thse
seeking to put upon the central govern-
ment of this State the duty of supervising
every local officer who has his work to
do. The repeal of this law would bring
back to your county attorneys and the
people who elect them that wholesome
sense of responsibility that they showd
have. You cannot put the people of
Waine unde. guardianship, you tried that
with your Sturgis law and it was a mis r-
able failure. You cannot put the counties
of Maine under guardianship. You have
got to rely for your enforcement of the
prohibitory law and of all law on the
good sound, sober, common sense ol the
whole people of the State of Maine work-
ing out their own salvation in their own
way and governing their local affairs to
suit themselves. I hope the minority re-
port of the committee on legal affairs
will not be substituted for the majority
report. (Applause.)

The question being on the motion to
substitute the minority report “ought not
to pass” for the majority repor. “ought
to pass,”

Mr. Hersey of Houlton moved that
when the vote is taken it be taken by the
yeas and nays.

The motion was agreed to.

YA :—Andrews, Austin, Benn, Berry,
Bisbee, Boman, Bowk r, Briggs, Burkett,
Ruzzell, Campbell, Colby, Davies. Davis,

Deering of Waldoboro, Doyle, D; ummond,
Dufour, Emery, Hersey, Hodgman, John-

son, Kelley, Kennard, Kingsbury,
Knight, Littlefield of Wells, Macomber,
Mallet. MeRride, MceCreadv, Merrill,

Mitchell, Monroe, Mocse of Belfast, Morse
of Waterford, Newcomb, Perkins of Me-
chanic Falls, Peters, Pike, Porter of Ma-
pleton, Porter of Pembroke, Powers,
Quimby, Robinson of Lagrang?, Robinson
of Peru. Russell, Smith, Snow of Bucks-
port, Soule, Stinson, Trimble, Turner,
Weston, Wheeler, Wilcox, Woodside—bT.
NAY:—Allen of Jonesboro, Ames,
Bearce, Bogue, Brown, Chase. C(lark,
Conners, Copeland. Cowan, Cronin, Cyr,
Descoteaux, Dow, Dresser, Dunn, Dut-
ton, Farnham, Files, Frank, Gamache,
Goodwin, Gross, Harmon, Hartwell,
Hastings, Heffron, Hodgkins, Hogan,
Jordan. Kelleher, Lambert, Lawry, Le-
PRel. T.ttlefield of Bluehill, Mace, Manter,
Marriner, McAllister, Merrifield, Mill'r of
Hartland, Mower, Murphy, Noyes, Otis,
Packard. Pattangall, Patten, Pelletier,
Percy, Perkins of Kennebunk, Phillips,
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Pinkham, Plummer, Pollard, Putnam,

Ross, Sawyer, Scates, Shea, Skehan,
Sle-per, Small, Active 1. Snow, Alvah
Snow, Stetson, Strickland, Thompson of
Presque Isle, Thompson of Skowhegan,
Trafton, Trask, Trim, Tucker, Waldron,
Weymouth, Wilkins, Williamson, Wilson

ZAS'BSENT:—Al‘en of Columbia Fa'ls, An-
derson, Averill, Clearwater, Couture,
Deering of Portland, Emerson, Fender-
son, Gre~nwood, Hedman. Libby, Mec-
Cann, McCurdy, Whitney—I14.

So the motion was lost.

The Bill then received its second reading
and was assigned for tomorrow morning.

The SPEAKER: The next matter spe-
cially assigned for this afternoon is the
consideration of the two reports of the com-
mittee on Legal Affairs, the majority re-
porting ‘‘ought to pass” and the minority
reporting “‘cught not to pass” on Bill, An

. Act to abolish the office of State Auditor of
Prtinting.

Mr. WHEELER of South Paris: Mr.
Speaker and gentlemen of the House, I do
not intend at this time to precipitate a
discussion of this question which has been
discussed in previous sessions of the Legis-
lature. This is like the question which has
just been discussed and is another of those
matters upon which the House will always
be divided, and therefore, for the purpose
of getting the matter before the House with-
out any further remarks on my part, [ move
that the report of the minority of the com-
mittece ‘‘ought not to pass” be substituted
for the report of the majority.

Mr. PATTANGALL of Waterville: Mr.
Speaker, just a word. This Bill is a DBill
to repeal the law croating the office of
State Auditor of Printing. It came before
the committee on Legal Affairs and was
heard by them, and aftcr consultation at
the hearing it was deemed advisable by the
committee to call in the State Auditor and
also, if T remecmber correctly, a mecmber of
the Governor’s Council, to see if any money
could be shved the State by abolishing that
office, and having the State printing audited
through the Auditor’s department. That
was the conclusion of the state official, and
the committee then with the exception of
the gentleman from Scuth Paris, Mr. Wheel-
er, agreed to the report. I simply say
this in explanatien so that the House may
known the peint in question, and the House
will notice that the report o" the commit-
tee did not divide on party lines. The en-
tire committee with the exception of ths
gentleman from South Paris was satisfied
that it was good business policy to do
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away with that office and have the work
done through the state auditor’s department.

The question being on the motion to sub-
stitute the minority report for that of the
majority, a division was had and the mo-
tion was lost by a vote of 45 to T4.

The majority report was then accepted

On motion of Mr. Pattangall the Bill was
then tabled for printing under the joint
rules,

On motion of Mr. Murphy of Portland, Re-
solve in favor of Lee Normal Academy was
taken from the table, and on further motion
by the same gentleman the Resolve received
its second reading and was passed to be
engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Murphy Resolve in fav-
or of Wilton Academy was taken ‘rom the
table, and on further motion by the same
gentleman the Resolve received its first
reading and was assigned for tomorrow
morning.

On motion of Mr. Wilson of Auburn,
resolve in favor of the Maine School
for Feeble Minded was taken from the
table.

Mr. Wilson
Amendment A,

then offered Iiouse
to amend by ins-rting
after the word “appropriated” in line
one the words “ of the Maine School
for TFeeble Minded;” and by striking
out $60,000 in the second line and in-
serting in place thereof §45,000; by
striking out $60,009 in the third line
and inserting in lieu thereof $45,000;
and by striking out $60,000 in the
fourth line and inserting in place there-
of $45,000; and by adding the follow-
ing, “Provided howcver that should the
Governor and Council find that said
sum is insufficient in ei:her vear to
defray said running expenses they may
pay to the treasurer of said institution
for the benefit of such institution such
further sum as they may find necessary
out of the unexpended balance in the
treasury not otherwise appropriated.”

Mr. DAVIES of Yarmouth: Mr
Speaker, I w-uld like to ask the gen-
tloman from Auburn through the Chair
it there is any precedent for giving the
G- vernor and Council power which h2
tries to give them in the amendment?

Mr. WILSON: Mr. Speaker, I will
sav that [ am not aware of any pre-
cedent in the matter. [ have no doubt
but that is in the province of this
House so to do.
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Mr. DAVIES: It seems to me that
this is rather a dangerous precedent
to establish, that the Governor and
Council should be given power and au
thority to pay to any institution—and
it happens in this case to be the Home
for Feeble Minded—a certain sum of
money which the Governor and Council
may think proper. It takes away from
the Legislature a certain amount of
power which belongs here, and it seems
to me that it would be an invasion of
the legislative branch of the govern-
ment by the executive branch. I have
no objection, Mr. Speaker, if T may be
allowed to give my opinion, to reducing
the sum of money which this Legisla-
ture wishes to appropriate for the
Home for Feeble Minded, but I do ob-
ject to giving to the Governor and
Council power to pay to that institu-
tion any sum of money which they
may think wise.

Mr. PATTANGALL: Mr. Speaker,
there is ample precedent for the Legis-
lature to designate the Governor and
Council as judges of the expenditure
of money for certain purposes. As
the gentleman from Yarmouth will re-
call, the Sturgis law, a law with which
most of you are familiar, carried no
appropriation excepting the appropria-
tion for the salaries of the commission-
ers, but it said that the commission-
ers under the direction of the Governor
and Council could employ such depu-
ties, in substance, as they saw fit, and
pay the bills out of any sum there was
in the treasury not otherwise approp-
riated. The Legislature made no dis-
tinct appropriation, not a single dol-
lar, in 1905 when the Sturgis law was
passed, for the payment of deputies
but left it to the Governor and Council.
Now, I don’t know any reason why the
discretion of the Governor and Council
—now that we have abolished the
Sturgis deputies—could not fairly be
transferred to the care of the feeble
minded. (Laughter.)

Mr. DAVIES Mr. Speaker, in sitting
in this House for the past three
months I am in a position to believe
anything about the Sturgis bill.
(Laughter.)

Mr. QUIMBY of Turner Mr. Speak-
er, I don’t want that appropriation for
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the Home for TIreeble Minded cut down.
It secems to me if there is any institu-
tion that needs help fer the next two

years, before Lhe next Legislature
meels, we shall need that for the
Home for Feeble Minded. (Laughter)

Certain it is, Mr. Speaker, that as soon
as T get home from here I am going to
try and get five in there. (Laughter)

The question being on the adoption
of the amendment,

The amendment was adve ind.

The resolve then received its first
reading and was assigned for tomor-
row morning.

On motion of Mr. llersey of Houl-
ton, Bill, An Act to repeal Chapter
142 of the Puhllic Laws of 1905, relating
to support of alien paupers, was taken
from the tablle.

Mr. WHEELER of South Paris: Mr.
Speaker and gentlemen of the House,
if yvou will nntice House Bill No. 492,
yvou will see that it is a bill for the
repeal of the alien pauper law, and
it has attached to it an ermergency
claus2, We all agree that an emergency
has existed and it seems to the most
of us that that emergency has passed
by. It is my purpose now, Mr. Speak-
er. to move that this bill Le referred
to the next Legislature. My reason for
making this motion must be apparent
to all. 1 believe if we look unon this
matter with absolute good faith, with-
out any party bias but as a matter of
good business interest for the State
of Maine und for the towns of the
State which we represent we  shall
have to admit this: This Legislature
in its wisdom has referred to the next
Legislature or indefinitely postponed
certain pauper claims which came be-
fore t, claims which arez adg*nitted to
be just and honest, and that the mon-
ey which was expended by the various
towns in those cases was expended in
good faith under the existing law.
Now te continue that same element
of good faith it seems to me it is the
duty of this T.egislature at the present
time to send along with those pauper
claims this very same law. It must
be apparent to all that if you repeal
the alien pauper law at the present
time when the next Legislature con-
venes the situation will be about like
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this, 2 large number of alien pauper
claims will come before that House
and what would they stand upon?
Absrlutely nothing but the genecrosity
of that body, and that is something
which cannot be depended upon. This
bill proposes to repeal the law which
is the foundation upon which those
pauper claims rest. T do not assume
that it was the intention of any mem-
ber of this House to refer those pau-
per claims to the next Legislature aud
then with malice aforethough to dis-
pose of thig law. But T will leave it to
the candid consideration of the mem-
berg of the House ot both parties that
if we dn repeal this pauper law we
hsve practically killed the claims of
th= various towns which are now -e-
ferred to the next Legislature. I dif-
fered with the majority. I did not be-
lieve and I cannot now believe that it
was a matter of good faith between
the State and the various towns that
those pauper claims should be post-
poned or referred to the next Legisla-
ture, hut that is now a matter of an-
cient history. I have accepted that ver-
dict as gracefully as [ could and T
speak upon the matter now kindly but
earnestly. T believe that the situation
demands good faith from members of
both political parties at the present
time, and that the towns who have had
their pauper claims postponed or rve-
ferred to the next Legislature are enti-
tled at vour hands now to fair tfreai-
ment, and that vou leave upon tihe
statute hooks of the Stale of Maine the
verv law upon which they approached
this House with their claims.

It may he said that this law places
too great a burden upon the State,
but 1 am of the opinion now as I have
been all the time during this session
of the Legislature, that the State of
Maine is able to pay her honest bills
whatever the tax rate may be, and
whatever exigency that existed in any

political party every honest bill of
the State of Maine will eventually
be paid. Extravagance, he it at the

hands of the Republican party or any
other, is a sin; but, gentlemen of the
House, repudiation of vour honest
bills is a crime. T believe that now
is the time to show the people who
live 1n the small towns of the State of
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Maine, and not in your large cities
with Democratic majorities—now is the
time for the members of the majority
party of this House to show to us
whether you mean to pay those pauper
claims or to repudiate them; and that
is the reason why at this time I have
made the motion that this bill which
asks for the repeal of the pauper law
be referred to the next Legislature.

Mr. PATTANGALL: Mr. Speaker,
the bill before the House contains an
emergency clause, and of course it
goes without suying that unless the
House was practically unanimous in
support of that bill the emergency
clause would need to be stiricken off
because it requircs 101 votes to pass it.
I den’t know whether anything I may
say in explanation of that bill would
effert the views of the gentleman
from Paris or not, but I want to say
just a few woerds in explanation of it

In the year 1995 a law was passed
which forbade an alien ever gaining
a pauper scttlement in any town.
Pricr to 1205 an alien could gain a
pauper settlement in a tosvn in Maine
by staying there five years, just the
same as any of us could. If an alien
had not gained a paupcr settlement
he was a State pauper and was sup-
ported hy the State; but if he lived
for five years in any one locality he
became a paurer of that locality. Now,
in 1%05 that law which this bill repeals
was passed which so arranged things
that an alien could never gain a
panper gettlement, that iy, it threw
the burden of aiien paupers entirely
on the whole State instead of any town
in which they resided. TIn 1907 it ap-
peared that the law was causing
a cood deal of burden for the State,
and it was amended or changed by
another Act which provided that only
such bills could be paid by the State
accruing under the laws of 1905 as
were presented to the State at a cer-
tain time and in a certain way, with
proper rotice in accordance with the
pauper law existing between the towns.
The alien pauper bills were large,
they accumulated to the amount of
$60,607 cr $70,000 a year and were paid
in large part, all of those which were
a legal olligation against the State,
so far as T know, had been paid ex-
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cepting a few thousand dollars that
came over from the last ycar and
which cuuld not ve paid because there
was no money to pay them with. The
finance committee of this Legislature
when they bogan to investigate the
necessities of appropriaticns for the
next twno years from the best informa-
gior. they could gather found that
it would ke necessary to appropriate
$100,000 a year for the ncxt two years
to pay such alien pauper claims as
would probably be presented during
the twg vears and which would con-
stitute a legal obligation against the
State. Tt had no relation to the bills
whichh we have discuss:d here and
which were postponed to the next Leg-
isiature. They could go tc the Gov-
ernor and Council. The claim was
made here that those were equitable
clefius, but this $107,000 was for new
claims, and ihis question came up,
whnether that burden was not becom-
ing intoleralle to the State? Who
was the State taking the load from?
Was it the small tewns? Now, gen-
tlemen, just stop and think of it!
Where is the alien population of
Maine? Is it in the country? Your
alien population is pretty largely in
your manufacturing cities. I think
we have as much of it in Waterville
in proportion as in any cily in the
State. Biddeford has a large pro-
portion; Lewiston has a large pro-
portion: Brunswick has a large pro-
portion., and wherever your manufac-
turing interests exist there exists your
larzest alien population without any
question, so that as a matter of fact
yvou were urdening the whole State
which mears every towns in the State,
because the State only consists of
the towns joined together-—to pay bills
which prior to 1905 the lerger man-

ufacturing places in a great meas-
ure paid.
Now it seemed to me that it was de-

sirable to get that great expense off from
the State and go back to the old system
that existed prior to 1905. It seemed that
it was desirable from two different stand-
points.  First, it is difficult for the State,
even the Governor and Council, to adjust
pouper claims carefully. The Legislature
cannot do it st all I think, and the Gov-
ernor and Council cannot do it very well
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because those hearings are of necessity
somewhat of an ex parte nature. When
we try a pauper case between two towns
there is a lawyer on each side and he is
cross-examining and looking up dates and
putting in his defense, and when you think
you have a pretty good case the other fel-
low has some hole in it and your town has
to pay the pauper bill instead of getting it
off of the town. But when you come be-
fore the Governor and Council your hearing
is not so carefully conducted, and of course
it cannot be. There are a great many
pauper bills that the city or town ought
to pay and that the State pays. Your con-
clusion fs that you are throwing on your
State government so large a burden that
you are increasing your tax rate to a
point that is unjust to the towns that do
not receive any benefit from the alien
pauper law, and that means a majority of
the towns of the State because the agricul-
tural and farming towns do not contain
very many alien paujers and the coast
towns don’t contain them. Up in Oxford
county, of course, being a border county
and havine larce paper mills, they get quite
a large alien population, and as I say, your
large alien population is in your manufac-
turing cities. Don’t forget that. This is
not a Bill to take money from the country
towns and give it to the cities.

Then again, the burden was not only
growing intolerable but it had grown inl
telerable. It is all right to say that Maine
can pay her bills. That sonds well. Maine
will pay her bills, and it is possible by
making a tax rate high enough to pay them
all in one year, but you know and I know
that when you put on a tax rate of two or
three mills, as the caso may be, depending
on the county in which you live, and start
your town meeting with seven or eight
mills assessed against you before you ap-
propriate anything for the use of your
town, you know that you are going about
as far on that line as you can go. Now,
there is no dcubt but what Maine can and
will pay her bills in time, but this is not
the time just as sure as you live, and that
is not our fault either.

Just as the present time the State of
Maine is getting over having lived beyond
its income for two years, and that is no
campaign talk, that is simply jure and un-
adulterated talk. The last administration
was the ‘night before” and this is the
“morning after,” and we have got to stand
for it. The State of Maine owed in cur-
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rent bills, unpaid bills on the first day of
January almost $800,000, besides the tem-
porary loan of $300,000, and why did they
owe it? Because for years the State of
Maine has listened to just this argument,
that we can afford anything, Maine is rich
and Maine can pay her bills, therefore vote
money for anything and everything that
comes along, taking from certain portions
of the State a burden and indicting it on
other portions of the State.

Now, it seomed to the men who introduced
this Bill that the o.u law was the best,
and that if an alien lived in cne town for
five ycars and paid his taxes there—because
an alien has got to pay taxes just the same
as-you and I—was a citizen of that town
for five years and gained a pauper settle-
ment there, that that town having had the
benefit of his labor for five years ought to
tnke care of him if he fell into distress,
and not make one of the towns take care
of him that never saw him. It seemed to
us that the old law was the betlter one. At
any rate, something had to be fone to keep
the appropriations down, and that was the
reason of the emergency clause to keep
them down this year, when we have not
got the money to pay our bills with, and
when we can't get it. In regard to your
tax rate, you can make the rate fifteen
mills if you want to. You can't put money
into the State treasury until the first day
of next January on your dircct State tax;

there is no way to do it, but your bills
have to be paid all the way along from
now until next January, and if you look

over your system of taxatien in Maine you
will see that your direct tax don't yield
one penny in 1911. The cities and towns
den’t pay in until January. Now, you are
up against that condition where we are all
trying to level things away so that the
State can pay what the State owes. That
is what everybody is trying to do I sup-
pose. It may be that in two years from
now the State can resume, {f it sees fit,
that policy of supporting alien paupers
and renew that law. [ don’t believe it is
wise myse:t, but I probably wen't be here
to have anything to say about that, but
under the present situation the State has
not got the money to kandle the alien pau-
per business through the State treasury.

“ Now just one other word. [ do not
desire to lcave the close line of the
subject because I only speak in ex-
planation. and not in debate. This bill
would not effect the pending claim
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which has gone over to the next Leg-
islature. The gentleman from South
Paris is too gocd a lawyer to think
that it would legally effect that. Of
course we could not pass any law now

that would effect existing claims
against the State, that would be re-
troactive law and would not cffect

them unquestionably. If it were neces-
sary to do s0, I would be perfectly”
willing to have added to that bill an
amendment that it should not ecffect
any existing claims, but that is not
necessary. It goes without saying that
it does not effect them because you
cannot pass a law effecting bills that
Maine may owe. You can only pass a
law in regard to bills that will come ir
later. ¥urther than that, the bills
which we have sent over to the next
Legislature do not rest on the law
either of 1907 or of 1905 or any other
law. As I undcrstand the matter, they
rest on the pr-position that under the
law of 1905 they would have been ob-
ligaticns of the State of Maine if the
town officials had presented them prop-
erly and in time. T think that was the
argument with which I was met when
I suggested that these bills ought to go
to the Governor and Council and not
to the Legisiature. They said their
bills were not put in in time and kence
they could not get them under the
law, but they said “equitably we are
entitled to it.” Now if there is any
equity in it they will be just as much
entitled to it if vou change the law of
1905 as they would be now. 1 don’t
know of anybody who has preached
the doctrine in this State House that
the State of Maine has rrpudiated her
honest bills. T have seen that remark
in the newspaper headlines, but 1 don’t
konw of anybody who has preached
that doctrine or approved of it. If
anvhody has done so, it has not been
cn the floor of this House. It was said
here distinetly by a member who ad-
vocated the payment of the pauner
claims that they were nnt l~gal clains
against the State of Maine but that
they ought to he paid because the State
should treat the towns equitably, and
should give them money which they
could not collect legally if thev would
have been entitled to it had they d- ne
certain acts that the law compelled
Now that does not make a debt, Not
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much. And the State of Maine is not
repudiating anything and nobody has
asked Maine to repudiate anything
when we have said to the gentleman
who asked for what they have ad-
mitted to be gratuities, “Wait until
there is some money in the treasury to
pay your gratuities and then we will
falk the matter over with you.”” That
is not repudiation.

If, in spite of an empty treasury and
if it spite of the accumulated debts
that have piled up in Maine during the
last two years we were to go on and
appropriate money carelessly and keep
the laws upon the statute books which
caus¢d you to accumulate that debt
you will in time reach a point where it
will or may be a temptation for Maine
to repudiate her debts, Dbecause the
people of the State of Maine are over-
taxed today. You haven't an industry

in the State of Maine today but what.

is seeking to get out from under the
load of taxation that falls upon it
You haven’t got a paper mill in the
State of Maine today but what is fight-
ing with the local assessors to keep the
assessment down to a point that is
ridiculous. You haven't got a cotton
mill but what is assessed on a false
basis, nor a woolen mill that is not
escaping part of its taxation. If you
had sat on the taxation committee.
genlemen, and heard your public ser-
vice corporations arguing to the com-
mittee you would be satisfied that they
were paying more than they want to
and all that they ought to. But throw
yourself right back on the proposition
that your heavy burdens of taxation
are falling today in Maine upon the
small property holders, small house-
holders and small mill-men and small
storekeepers and small farmer and the
man whose property is not large
enough so that he can claim any ex-
emption, and whose property is so
easily seen by the assessors that it is
all on the tax books and it all bears
the full rate. I would like to see the
State expenses lowered, not for any
political reascn. For God’'s sake, let
us forget once for a couple of minutes
that we belong to any political! party
and get down to business sense. T
would like to see State expenses low-
ered during the next two years in crder
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that the tax rate might not be increas-
ed, and in order that the treasury
might get into a condition where the
next administration could safely lower
it if it is too high.

I have gone into this matter at more
length than I meant to and at more
length than was useful either to you
or to myself. Let us have the position
clear. Unless a large majority of this
Houce are willing to co-operate to car-
ry this matter through under the emer-
gency ciause in order to relieve the
State treasury from $100,000 of new
claims this year we will amend it by
striking out the emergency clauses and
thhat appropriation will have to be
made for this year. We can pass it for
1912, we have majority encugh to do
that. Tt can ke passed for 1912 so that
your claims when you come back here
to the next Legislature will stand just
where they do if you don’t have it; but
it yvou help us put it under the emer-
gency clause you will save an appro-
priation for this present year of $100,-
0. The matter is in your hands en-
tirelv That resolve was put in before
the finance committee after consulta-
tion with the Governor and Council,
who saw no other wayv teo =et around
the present State expenditures. The
finance committee is not a partisan
committee. There are Republicans up-
on that committee. I believe the House
will stend by it, and T think the Hnuse
ought to stand by this committee in
ite report. (Apvplause)

Mr. WILLTAMSON of Augusta: Mr.
Qpeaker, it seems in consequence of
some remarks whieh I made a few
days ago in regard to the postpone-
ment of some claims there has been
stated quite generally and T think
without much consideration that these
pauper claims were more numerous
in the country towns because they
had not heen duly notified by the Gov-
ernor and Council. I have looked the
matter up in my own city and T was
informed by the officer in this city ihat
he had found $3509 of exactly the same
class of claims as that represented by
the zentleman from South Paris, and
he thinks there are a large number
beside that. He has not put them to-
gether because he did not  suppose
there was any appropriation for them.
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It seems to me that this law ought to
pass. A great many citizens of this
State are aliens and if they fall into
distress they are put upon the State,
and why shouldn’'t they become like
citizens of the towns of the State?

Mr. DAVIES of Yarmouth: Mr
Speaker, it seemg to me that this is
a ques.ion of serious import and it in-
volves, il I understand it correctly,
whether the State of Maine wishes to
embark in a new policy upon the ques-
tion of pauper claims, and 1 can as-
sure the gen:leman from Waterville 1
think that if the majoricy members of

this House will forg«t politics for a
short time the minority members of

the House will do so as well. This
policy grew into a custom, that ig, it
became a cust m for the towns of the
State to  come to the T,egislature
through their representatives and re-
ceive sums of money for these claims.
Now, do we want to embark upon a
new policy? Do we desire to say here
todayv that that is all wrong? I don't
hardly think you do. 1 think it has
been a wise policy; I think it has been
a policy that the State can very safely
and conservatively continue, and to
repeal this law at the present time
would be to put these claims which
have been referred to the next Liogis-
lature in a very undesirable position,
for T feel that they ought to be paid
on account of the sanctity of the cus-
tom which has been given by the State
of Maine to pay just such claims in
vears gone by. The towns are cntitled
to it if they can be entitled to any-
thing thrcough the operation of a cus-
tom; and [ say seriously, Mr. Speaker,
that we will not annul that policy,
that custom so firmly entrenched that
it has become a law here today.

The SPEAKER: The question be-
fore the House is on the motion or the
gentleman  from South  Paris, Mr
Wheler, that the bill be referred to the
next Legislature.

On motion of Mr. Hersey of Houlton
the yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER: All those in favor
of the moticn to refer to the next Leg-
islature will say yves when their names

are called; those opposed, no. The
Clerk will ea’l the roll.
YEA:—Andrews, Austin, Benn, Berry,
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Bisbee, Boman, Bowker, Briggs, Brown,
Burkett, Buzzell, Campbell, Colby, Da-
vies, Davis, Deering of Waldoboro, Dres-
ser, Drummond, Dufour, Emery, Good-
win, Gross, Hersey, Jobuson, Kelley,
Kennard, Kingsbury, Knight, Littleneid
of Wells, McBride, McCready, Merrill,
Mitchell, Monroe, Morse of Belfast, Morse
of Waterford, Packard, Pell.tier, Peters,
Dike. Porter of Mapleton, Porter of
Pembroke, Powers, Quimby, Robinson of
Lagrang», Robinsn of Peru, Russell, Saw-
yer, Smith, Snow of Buecksport, Soule,
Stinson, Turner, Weston, Wheeler, Whit-
ney, Wilcox, Woodside.

NAY:—Allen of Jonesboro, Ames, Aver-
ill, Bearce. Bogue, Chase, Clark, Con-
ners, Cowan, Cronin, Cyr, Descoteaux,
Dow, Dunn, Dutton, Farnham, Til s,
TI'rank, Harmon, Hartwell, IHeffron,
ITodgkins, Hogan, Jordan, Kelleher, Lam-
bert, Lawry, LeBel, Libby, Littlefield of
Bluehill, Mace, Macomber, Mallet, Man-
ter. Marriner, McAllister, McCuidy, Mer-
rifietd, Miller of Hartland. Mow r, Mur-
phy, Noves, Otis, Pattangall, Patten, Per-
kins of Kennebunk, Pinkham, Plummer,
Pollard, Tutnam, Ross, Scates, Sh a, Ske-
han, Sleeper, Small, Active I. Snow, Al-
vah Snow, Stetson, Strickland, Thompson
of Presque Isle, Thompson of Skowhegan,

Trafton, Trask, Trim, Trimbl: Tucker,
Waldron, \Weymouth, Wilkins, William-
son, Wilson.

ABSENT:—Allen of Columbia Falls,

Anderson, Clearwater, Copeland. Couture,
Deering of Portland, Doyle, Emerson,

Fenderson, Gamache, Greenwood, Hast-
ings, Hedman, Fodgman, McCann, New-

comb, Perey, Perkins of M:chanic Falls,
Phillips

Yeas, 58; nays, 72; absent, 19,

S0 the motion was lost.

Mr. PATTANGALL: Mr. Speaker,
this bill containg the emergency clause
and unless gentlemen who oppose the
passage of the bill are willing to con-
sent to have it become a law at the
present time, I should desire to offer
an amendment striking out the emer-
gency clause which of course weuld
prevent it becoming law until about
the first of July. If these three months
are desirable enough on the part of the
gentlernen who oppose the passage of
the bill so that they desire that amend-
ment made T would like to have it of-

fered now so that the bill may go
along.
Mr. AUSTIN of Phillips: Mr. Speak-

er, T thinkk the minority of this House
are perfectly satisfied—I only speak for
myself however, without any coasulta-
tion with others. They have registered
their protest against the repeal of this
law, and it is the sense of the House
here that the law should be repealed.
Now I don't think the minority party
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in the House will object to voting for
the emergency clause. I certainly shall
not, and I don’t feel that the other
memiers of the minority party will as
long as it has been shown that the
sense of the ITouse is againsl the re-
peal. If it is going to be repealed it
might as well take effect now as a
year from now. (Applause)

The SPEAKER: I will ask the gen-
tlemen of the House in a formal way-—
and of course this does not get the ex-
pression of the House, as many a8 are
in favor of attaching the emergency
clauss- to please stand in their places
until cournted.

(The members of the House rose in
their places.) -

The Lill then received its third read-
ing and was passed to be engrossed.

Arn Act to abolish seals on written
instruments.

The report of the commitiee “ought
not to pass” was accepted,

Remonstrances were introcduced un-
der a suspension of the rules by the
following members, and ordered placed
on file: Ry Messrs. Austin of Phil-
lips, Turner of New Vineyard, Libbey
of Oakland, McCready of Danforth,
Peters of Ellsworth and Robingon of
LaGrange.

On motion of Mr. Allen of Jones-
boro the rules were suspended and
he introduced a Bill, An Act provid-
ing for the payment of the State aid
to free High schools out of State
school funds.

On metion of Mr, Murphy of Port-
land the FEill was tabled for printing
pending reference to the committee
on appropriations and financial af-
fairs,

On motion of Mr. Hodgkins of Dam-
ariscotta the rules were sugpended and
he introduced a resolve in favor ot
Williamm G. Hoedgkins of Damaris-
cotta, secretary of committee on in-
sane hospitals. (Referred to the com-
mittee on appropriations and finan-
cial affairs.)

On mntion of Mr. Peters of Ells-
worth, Bill, An Act relating to wharves
and fish weirs, was taken from the
table.
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Mr. PETERS: Mr. Speaker, the
pending question on this bill is the
adoption of Amendment B offered by
the gentleman from Stonington which
malkes a vprovisich in regard to the
price which shall be asked by the
men who operate these weirs for the
bait or herring sold to icbster fish-
ermen. 1 want to say that the con-
troversy between the two parties in
this herring matter, as I understand
it, has been ended. The licn and the
lamb have lain down together, and
as the claim of the seiners is the
lamb is inside the lion. (Laughter.)

Rut, anyhow, the thing is done with,
and it is desired by all parties, includ-
ing my friend from Eastport who has
been so earnest in his advocacy of his
views, that this bill should receive a
passage. The only obstacle now is the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from Stonington who is doubtless de-
sirous of benefiting as he thinks ir
scme way the lobster fishermen as I
understand it, in his county and mine,
but I hope that the amendment will not
pass because I believe that he has
misconceived not only the function of
the Legislature in regard to such mat-
ters but also the effcet of his proposed
amendment. The House will recall
that the bill which has now passed
some stages of this House simply pro-
vidcs that men who build fish weirs
shall be under certain restrictions and
obligaticns in regard to taking away
the material of their weirs, and shall
be obliged to obtain a license before
they can operate the weirs. That is
the whole substance of the bill. The
amendment of the gentleman from
Stonington provides that there shall
be added in the first paragraph or sec-
tion of the bill the following words,
“and provided further that he will sell
herring caught in such traps to fish-
ermen fer bait at the same price he
sells to other parties, that he will not
discriminate against fishermen in the
sale of herring.” Of course this Leg-
islature cannot attempt to prescribe
the price at which articles of m~orchan-
dise or any commodities may be sold.
I also think that it would be undesir-
able in any way to arrange it if it
were possible to do so, so that a man
operating a weir could not sell upon
the market- so to speak. The effect
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of this amendment, as 1 understand it,
if it could be enforced, would be to
prevent the man operating a fish weir
from selling at wholesale at a less
price if he desired than he would not
naturally at retail. I assume the lob-
ster fishermen buys in smaller quanti-
ties than the man who buys for can-

ning purposes and naturally has to
pay a somewhat larger price. The

man operating the weir ought to hav
the benefit of the law of supply and
demand, and 1 do not believe we are
yet at a point where we will attempt
to repeal the law of supply and de-
mand; and in the interest of good leg-
islation and in the interest of passing
this bill without any further trouble,
all parties having agreed upon it, I
hope the amendment will not prevail;
atd I move that it be indefinitely post-
ponced,

Mr. HEFFRON of Eastport: Mr.
Speaker, T agree with what the gentleman
from Elsworth has said and I second the
motion.

Mr. HARMON of Stonington: Mr.
Speaker, our attorney general drew this
amendment for me and his opinion was
that it would keep the weir fishermen
from contracting for tueir bait and thus
depriving the fishermen of their right of
getting bait. I submitted this matter to
several lawyers who said it wall all right.
I submitted the matter to the commis-
sioner of shore fisheries. He said he be-
lieved it would eliminate to a great ex-
tent th» trouble of the fishermen who
wished herring for bait. The fishermen
who inhabit the coast of Maine in large
numbers gain their livelihood under great
difficulties and they have not been con-
sid'red in this great herring fight this
winter. They have not had the money
nor the time to spend to come here and
look out for their rights. They have
simply sent in many humble petitions
asking that they be protected in the mat-
ter of securing their bait. The weir fish-
ermen and the packers have expended
large sums of money, thev have been
about the State House during the whole
session. They don’t care in particular for
the poor fisherman on the coast. There
are on the coast 12,000 fishermen who de-
pend wholly on herring for their bait, and
T believe it would be a great hardship on
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this number if this bill should pass with-
out the amendment.

The weir fishermen in this State under
this bill have a complete monopoly of
the herring fishery and a contirol of the
herring bait. It would place tne 12.00
fishermen on the coast of Maine wholly
within their power, and I believe it is
too great a power to be held by one class
of fishermen. I trust that the motion of
the gentleman from ucalsworth will not
prevail. .

Mr. Plummer of Lisbon: Mr. Speaker,
I think the gentleman from Stonington
was one of the supporters of the bill
when it was before tne House for ac-
tion. and I am glad he has finally rec-
ognized, which is what his amendment
practically does, that the bill as presented
to this Flouse gives a monopoly to the
weir fishermen. That was the contention
of its opponents and it appears now to
be acknowledged by its proponents.

Mr. ACTIVE [. 8NOW of Brunswick:
Ay, dpeaker, 1 desire to ask for infor-
mation, if this ainendment is adopted
and becomes a law, what is the penalty
of that !law? I do not think a law is ¢f
anvy use unless it has a penalty.

Mr. PITERS: Mr. Speaker, as I un-
derstand the amendment, in the man-
qer in whieh it is framed, it is not a
auestion of penalty but it is so ar-
ranged that the bond provided for in
the act which the operator gives when
he obtains a license *to buitd a weir
not only provides that he shall remove
the material of which the weir is con-
stricted but that he shali sell for cer-
tain prices to certain men his goods
or the herring. There is no penalty for
a breach of the condition and also no
remedy provided for those men who
may ke injured by a failure to olscryve
the requirements of the law, no pro-
ceedings authorized by them to bhe 1ak-
en.

The question being on the indefinite
postponement of Amendment B, the
motion was agreed to.

Iir. Harmon of Stonington askad for
a division on the question.

A division being had, the motion was
agreed to by a vote of 45 to 26.

The kill then received its two read-
ings, and on motion of Mr. Heffron £
Eastport the rules were suspcended,
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the bill received its third reading and
was passed to be engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Wilson of Auburn, Bill,
An Act to incorporate the Pepperell Trust
Company, was taken from the table.

Mr. Weymouth of Saco moved that the
minority report ‘ought to pass” be sub-
stituted for the majority report.

A division being had the motion was
agreed to by a vote of 42 to 13.

On motion of Mr. Davis of Guilford the
Bill was tabled pending its first reading.

On motion of Mr. Davies of Yarmouth
the resolution and itemized statement of the
report of the committee on insane hospitals,
was ordered printed.

On moticn of Mr. Peters of Ellsworth the
Bill concerifing employers liability, was or-
dered printed together with the report.

On motion of Mr. Bogue of East Maching
the vote was reconsidered whereby House
Bill No. 666 received its first reading.

On motion of Mr. Bogue the report of
the cominittee “ought not to pass” was then
accepted.

On motion of Mr. Cyr of Fort Kent,
Bill. An Act to remove the North-
ern District Registry from Madawaska
to Fort Kent and to construct a build-
ing for such registry at Fort Kent,
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was indefinitely postponed.

Mr, Murphy of Portland introduced
the following order:

Ordered, that whereas the 756th Leg-
islature has under consideration va-
rious measures for the distribution
of State school funds, therefore

Ordered, the Senate concurrring, that
a special committee of five consist-
ing of two on the part of the Sen-
ate and three on the part of the House
to serve without pay be appointed
to investigate the present and pro-
posed methods of distribution of school
funds, and report to the next Leg-
islature by bill or otherwise.

A division being had, the order
received & passage by a vote of 45 to
34,

The following bill was passed to be
enacted: An Act to amend the char-
ter of the Portland TUnion Railway
Station and to enlarge its powers un-
der the name of the Portland Ter-
minal Company.

On motion of Mr., Williamson of
Augusta,

Adjourned until tomorrow morning
at 9 o’clock.



