
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



Legislative Record 

OF THE 

Seventy" Fourth Legislature 
OF THE 

STATE OF MAINE 

190 9 



1104 LEGISLATIVE RECORD--SENATE MARCH 30. 

SENATE. 

Tuesday, March 30, 1909. 

Senate called to order by the Presi
dent. 

Prayer by Rev. Mr. Clifford of 
Gardiner. 

Journal of the previous session read 
and approved. 

Papers from the House disposed of 
in concurrence. 

An Act to amend Section 55 -If 
Chapter 88 of Paragraph 6 of thc Re
vised Statutes, relating to trustee pro
cess. (,This bill was by the Senate 
passed to be engrossed. By the HOU3e 
the bill was indefinitely postponed. On 
motion by Mr. Hamilton or York, The 
Senate voted to insist upon its form'cr 
action and to request that a committee 
of conference be appointed.) 

Resolve in favor of Ray P. Eaton, 
former Register of Dceds of Cumber
land County. (This bili was by the 
Senate passed to be engrossed. By 
the House, the resolve was indefinitely 
postponed. On motion lJY Mr. Wheel3r 
of Cumberland, the resolve was 
tabled.) 

An Act to amend Section 22 of 
Chapter 32 or the Revised Statutes as 
amended by Section 5 of Chapter 132 
of the Public Laws of 1905, relating to 
payment for damage done to growing 
crops by deer. (By the Senate this 
bill was passed to be engrossed. In 
the House the bill was indefinitely 
postpon,"d. On motion by Mr. Walker 
of Hancock, the Senate voted to insi"t 
and that a committeo of conference be 
appointed.) 

An Act to correct certain Clerical 
errors to amend an act entitled "An 
Act to create a lien on manufactured 
staves and laths, approved March 18, 
1909." crhis bill came from the House 
'Pased to be engrossed without refAr
ence to a committee. On motion by 
Mr. MilIiken of Aroostook, the Senate 
voted to concur with the Housc, and, 
under suspension of the rules, the bill 
took its two several readings and was 
passed to be engrossed.) 

An Act relating to the use of nets 
and seines in Narragaugus River and 
Bay. (This bill by the Senate was 
passed to be engrossed. By the Hom;e 
it was passed to be engrossed as 

amended by House Amendment A. On 
motion by Mr. Wyman of Washington, 
the Sena t8 voted to reconsider its vote 
whereby it passed the bill to be en
grossed. On his further motion, House 
Amendment A \vas adopt,"d in concur
rence, and, as amended, the bill was 
passed to be engrossed.) 

House Bills on First Reading. 

An Act to amend Chapter 147 of the 
Public Laws of 1907 creating the offi~e 
of State Auditor. (On motion by Mr. 
Knowlton of Piscataqui8, under sus
pension of the rules, this bill took it~ 

second reading. On motion by '.VII'. 
Macomber of Kennebec, the bill WqS 

tabled pending its passage to b8 en
grossed.) 

An Act to establish a board or police 
for the eity of vVaterville. (On motio'l 
by Mr. Knowlton of Piscataquis, under 
suspension of the rules, this bill tool, 
its second reading and \yas passed 10 
be engrossed.) 

An Act to amend Section 15 uf 
Chapter 4 of the Revised Statutes re
lating to the election of road ~om
missiollE,r. (This bill carne from the 
House amended by House Amendment 
A, and the report "ought to pass" ac
cepted. The report was accepted in 
concurrence and House A mendment A 
was adopted in concurrence, and, on 
motion by Mr. Knowlton of Piscata
quis, un(ler suspension of the rules, the 
bill took its second reading as 
amended. On motion by ;YIr. Minott or 
Sagadahoc, the bill was tabled pending 
its passage to be engrossed.) 

An Act relative to 111')tor vehicLes 
and the operation thereof. (This bill 
cam(, from the House, by that branch 
indefinitely postponed. On motion flY 
Mr. Baxter of Cumberland, this bill 
was tabled.) 

An Aet to regulate the l'mployment 
of legislaJive lobby counsd and agents 
and to provide for the return of legis
lative expenses. I This bill came from 
the House, having been reported b,' the 
Committ,'e on Legal Affairs, "ought ',0 

pass," the report accqlted by that 
branch. 

Mr. KNOWL'l'ON of Piscataquis:
Mr. Prcf'idcnt: I SUppOSI' the prop,or 
thing to do would be to have this laid 
on the table and discussel1 at a stater'! 
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time. or would it be in order for dis
cussion at the present time? 

The PRESIDENT: It is in order ··tt 
the present time. unless a motion is 
made to lay upon the table. 

Mr. KNOWLTON: I am inclined to 
think that it would be better laid up
on the table. I wish to say something 
on that subject. I certainly am not 
willing that these good brethren that 
have so enlightened us and who have 
been a light in the dark places of the 
session. should be banished from this 
House; and is. I suggest that it lie on 
the table. 

Mr. MACOMBER of Kennebec: l'vIr. 
President: It seems to me that we are 
just as able to settle this now as to
morrow. and. unless we settle SaIne of 
these matters. 'this Legislature will not 
"djourn this week. I move. if the mo
tion is in order. that the bill be in
definitely postponed. I do not believe 
the Senate wants to say to the citi
zens of this State that they shall not 
come here and have their cases heard. 
I believe it is all wrong and that we 
ought to call it right here now. 

The PRESIDENT: The pending 
question is upon the motion the motion 
of the senator from Piscataquis. Ml'. 
Knowlton. that this bill lay on the 
table. That motion takes precedence to 
the motion to indefinitely postpone. 

Mr. KNOWLTON of Piscataqui.~: 

Mr. President: I withdraw my lllO
tion that this bill lie on the table. 

The PRESIDENT: The pending 
question is upon the motion of the 
senator from Kennebec, Mr. lYlacomber. 
that this bill be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. KNOWLTON of Piscataqub: 
Mr. President: T was certainly very 
much surprised in listening to the 
statement in the House in regard to 
this matter. I do believe the people 
up in the country ought to understand 
about this matter. I know the impres
sion all over Maine is that there is here 
at Augusta a vcry pernlCIOUS and 
wicl~ed lobby and that they sway leg
islation. Really. Mr. President and 
senators. of course we are all aware 
that this is a representative body and 
the only way for the people to have 
any voice in the making of the laws it 
-is eminently just and fitting and it is 

imperative that men should come here 
and appear before the committees anti 
that they should inform the commit
tees all about these matters. 

Now after these men have done their 
work b(~fore the committees. I see no 
reason in the world why we should 
banish them from this House or why 
they shonld not stay here, or why they 
have not the same right as other peo
ple have, and, as far as I am concern
ed, I should regard it as a great loss. 
It has been a great consolation to me 
when things have gone along well here, 
when I have had some pet measure 
df-feated. to go into the lobby and have 
some nice looking man catch me by 
the arm and say: "See here, senator. 
I know you are a man of influence and 
I would like to tall, with you." It has 
been a light spot in the chaos of things. 
and so I do not want these men ban
ished from the House. Why, my do
mestiC' life has been greatly enhanced 
by some of these gentlemen. When my 
wife .... ·as here, I introduced her to 
some of thorn and everyone. I think, 
informed her how influential a man I 
IY8.S here. and so it has heen all through 
the session. I object to the banish
ment and I object to the restriction. 
With the idea of having these gentle
men w1;o have come here and who 
have enlightened us by their informa
tion and knowledge that we (;ould not 
otherwise obtain, I think that they 
ought to be allowed to come here with
out h'lving the placard on their backs, 
"1](::11 as was on the newspaper the 
other day. I certainly am in favor of 
the indefinite postponement of a bill 
of this sort, and, if there is a man in 
the House or Senate that feels that 
his virtue is being tampered with. and 
if his spine is not stiff enough to with
stand the infl Llence of these men, he 
would better resign and go home. I 
want to congratulate the House and 
Senate on another thing. I was here 
two years ago and was in the House. 
and I met a lot of these gentlemen 
then. I met them this year. and I must 
say that there has been a wonderful 
Impr,)vement. Now, if we leave them 
alone. they will go on working out this 
survival of the fittest. Two years ago. 
I will admit. that occasIOnally when 
I got near one of these men in the lob-
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by, I discovered that there were cer
tain perfumes of Arabia pervading the 
atmosphere, which I was not used to, 
and I walked away and I had to get 
away a conEiderable distance, because, 
in the language of the poets, "You may 
break, you may shatter the vase if you 
will, but the scent of the roses will 
cling to it still." But I haye not dis
covered anything of the sort this year 
and I am heartily in favor of the mo
tion of the senator from Kennebec. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair will 
statIO the situation, because it was not 
stated with perfect accuracy at the 
beginning of the discussion as it had 
not teen examined fully. Th. bill is 
as follows: "An Act to regulate the 
employment of legislative lobby coun
sel and agents and to provide for the 
return 01' leg-islative expens"s." The bill 
WlJ,S r<:Jferred to the committec on legal 
affairs and two reports were presented. 
The majority report being "ought not 
to pass," and the minority report being 
"ought to pass." The question is upon 
the motion of the senator from Ken
nebec, Mr. Macomber, that the bill is 
indefinitdy postponed. 

Mr. MILLIKEN of Aroostook: Mr. 
President: As I understanu it, the bill 
has not been printed. Am I correct? 

The PHESIDENT: It was printed 
when it was origimdly introduced, 
pt·nding- its reference to a committee. 

lVIr. "IACOMBEH: :\Ir. President: I 
\vill insist on my motion to indefinitely 
postpone. 

Mr. HAMILTON of York: :M.r. 
President: I am not going to detain 
you but a O1om8·nt on this bill. I want 
to say that it came bcfol'c our com
mittee on legal affairs and no one ap
peared against it. "\Ve investigated 
carefully the vie\\-s of the members in 
regani to it and came to the conclu
sion that there was no call for the 
bil!, and that we did not want to say 
to the people of the State of Maine 
t11:>.t there was a call for the bill, be
cause then, has not been at this seS
sion. Then" is no call for such a re
striction upon these men. I call them, 
not lobbyists, but a sort of commercial 
brokers. Now, I can see if this bill 
passes, it drives the matter into pro
fessional lobbying. The lawyers in the 
State of Maine are good lawyers and 
are progressiYe and are all va.luable 
adjuncts to the community. They have 
some legislation, and, if they are to be 
re'S'istered as the bill prescribes, it will 
not be in the inten,stf-1 of the State of 
:VInine for g-ood legislation. You will 
have a professional class that will 
come here and they may be injurious 
to good legi::31ation. but, as it is no\v, 
the commi ttee held, all but one was 
of the opinion, that as it stood now 
it \vas right; that the men who were 

l\Ir. ]HILLII~E~: Is the hill -which is here \vere good Inen \vho \vere in-
reported thc same bill? tcr-ested to Sf'e that wc had g-ood legis-

lation. Il"lave ad ,-ised \\"ith such an 
'The PHESIDENT: It is the same n.ttorn,c,y as Mr. Heath several times 

bill. on matters tha"t hav(' been before a 
Mr. MILLIKEN: What is the num- committee. I have stated to him the 

ber of it? proposition and he has ldndly informed 
'The PHESIDENT: It is House Doc- me upon matters relating to the or-

ument No. 108. 
Mr. MACOMBER of Kennebec: Do I 

unr]erstand that my motion is the prop
er one, both these reports being be
fore the Senate, is the motion to in
definitely postpone in order? 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair un
derstands that the motion to indefi
nitely postpone is a proper motion. A 
motion to non-concur with the House 
in the substitution of the minority re
port andto accept the majority report, 
"ought not to pass," has the same ef
lect as the present motion to indefi
nitely postpone. 

ganizing of corporations and I have 
got a good deal of useful information, 
whir:h I Llserl , and which the commit
tee ha~ llPed, in bringing hills before 
the HelllsP and Senate in a proper and 
intelligent f,)rm. When you corne to 
say that we cannot admit them and 
that they shall not eome here unless 
they come here under legislation, I 
think you wrong the State. You wrong 
the kind of men that are interested, 
as we are in gc·od legislation, and who 
give us su,,;, information as we can 
act upon and that will aid in good leg
isiati0n. That was the conclusion that 



LEGISLATIVE RECORD~SE~ATE ]\TARCH 30. 1107 

the LClmmittee came to, all excepting 
Mr. Pike. 

'rile qu<!stion being upon the motion 
that the bill be i:ldefinitely postpon0d, 
the yeas and nays were called for and 
or<lered, and the vote being had re
sulted as follows: 'l'hose voting yea 
were: ;vr essrs. Baxter, Boynton, Col
cord, Donigan, Eaton, Rmery, Go,vell, 
Hflmilton, Hastings, Howes, Irving, 
Kello'6g, Knowlton, Looney, Macomber. 
Milliken, Minott, Mullen, Osgood, Rey
nolds, Shaw, Smith, Staples, "W-alker, 
Warren, Wheeler, \Vymrrn (27). None 
voting nay. 

So the motion prevailed. 
An Act to authorize cities and towns 

to permit the use of lunch wagons on 
public ways. (This bill came from the 
House 'accompanied by the majority 
report of the committee on legal af
fairs, "ought to pass," and also by a 
minority report of the same commit
tee on the same bill, that same "ought 
not to pass." The majority report was 
laccepted by the House. The majority 
report was accepted in concurrence, 
and on motion by Mr. Gowell of York, 
under suspension of the rules, the bill 
took lts sccond reading and was passed 
to be engrossed.) 

Resolvc in favor of the messenger 
to til<' committee on taxation. (On mo
tion by 2\fr. Go,vell of York, under sus
pe'lsi rlT' of the rules, the bill took its 
second r('ading and was passed to be 
en~T0Rsed. 

ResolYe in favo,- of the clerk of the 
ccmmittee on taxation. (On motion by 
]\1"1' Gowe,]] of York, under suspension 
of the rules, this bill took its sccond 
reading and was passed to be en
grossed. 

Resolve to amend Chapter 79 of the 
resolves of 1907 relating to Centl'al 
Maille Fair Association. 

]\lr. IRVING of Aroostook: Mr. 
President, we have an adjustment to 
make in regard to the Maine State fair 
at Lewiston, and, by request, we want 
to consider that tomorrow and we 
want to consider this bill in connection 
with it for reasons that we can explain 
later; and I therefore move that the 
bill be assigned for tomorrow. 

The motion preyalled and the bill 
was tabled and assigned for Wednes
d'ay, March 31. 

An Ad relating to life insurance 
companies doing industrial business 
giving special rates land premiums to 
members of lodges and labor unions. 
(On motion by Mr. Macomber of Ken
nebec, under suspension of the rules, 
this bill took its second reading and 
was passed to be engrossed.) 

An Act creating the State Board of 
Arbitration ,and Conciliation. (This bill 
came from the House accompanied by 
a minority report "ougbt to pass" and 
by a majority report on the same bill 
"ought not to pass." In the House, the 
minority report was substituted for the 
majority. Mr. oLoney of CumberLand 
moved that the Senate concur with the 
H0use. On motion by Mr. Staples of 
Kl'.ox, the bill with the accompanying 
reports, was tabled and assigned for 
Wednesday, March 31.) 

An Act to amend Section 42 of Chap
ter 40 of the Revised Statutes relating 
to the duties of the bureau of industry 
and labor statistics. (On motion by Mr. 
Boynton of Lincoln, under suspension 
of the r11Ies, thls biltl took its second 
reading and 'was passed to be engross
ed.) 

Reports of Committees. 
The f"Howing committees submitted 

their final reports, that'they had acted 
upon all matters referrde to them: 
l~ederal Relations. 
Interior 'Yaters. 
Salaries and Fees. 
Education. 

Bill In Second Reading, 
An Act relating to the common school 

fund ann the means of providing for 
and distributing the same. (The re
port of the committee on bills in the 
second reading accompanying the bill 
was accepted.) 

The PRESIDENT: This bill was as
signed for its second reading today. 

On motion by Mr. Wheeler of Cum
berl1and. the bill was tabled; that sen
ator stating that it might be possible 
to take the bill up later during the day. 

Passed To Be Enacted, 
An Act for the encouragement of the 

shellfish industry. 
An Act to proylde for the better col

lection of Inheritance taxes. 
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An Act to incorporate the 'Suburban 
,,\Tatm DiEtrict of Farmington, Maine. 

An Act to authorize the city of Port
land to retire and pension members of 
its fire oepartment. 

An Act 1,0 aP-lend Section 2 of Chap
tE'r 81 of the Revised statutes, in rela
tion to records of proceedings in court. 

An Act to enable the town of Cam
den to sell and convey its interest in 
3choo'_ bui.lflings no longer used for 
school purposes. 

",n Act to regulate fishing in the 
B8_gaduce river ano the tributaries in 
the towns of Castine. Penobflcot and 
Brn0/{sville in the county of Hancock. 

An Act to amend Chapter 42 of the 
Public Laws of 1907. relating to "Pre
vention of desertion and non-support 
of f~unilieB." 

An Act to further amend Chapter 
352 cf the Private and Special Laws of 
1905, relating to Caribou municipal 
court. 

An Act to amccnd Section 19 of Chap
ter 57, R. S., relating to towns receiv
ing devises and gifts for public libra
ries. 

An Act to provide for the transfer of 
patients in insane hospit'als to the 
Maille School for Feeble Minded. 

An Act to amend Chapter 401 of the 
Private and Spe¥ial Laws of 1889, re
lating to "VVaterville Trust Co. 

An Act to incorporate the I_itchfield 
Electrical Co. 

An Act to amend Section 1 of Chap
ter 169 of the Special Laws of 1903, re
lating to the Young Women's Christian 
Association of Portland, Maine. 

An Act to amend Chapter 5! of the 
Public Laws of 1907 in relation to the 
S'alary of the chaplain at the Maine 
State prison. 

An Act relating to holidays. 
An Act for the equalization of school 

privileges. 
An Act relating to the scaling of logs. 
An Act authorizing the city of Ban

gor to levy assessments for street im
provements. 

An Act addition1al to Chapter 71 of 
th0 Public Vaws of 1909, entitled "An 
Act for the improvement of Free High 
I'lcllools," approved March 15, 1909. 

An Act to authorize the Edwards 
Manufacturing Co. to procure addition
al power. 

An Act to amend Section 13 of Chap
ter 1n, Revised Statutes, as amellded 
by Chapter 66 of the Pu1)lic Laws of 
1907, relating- to tile per diem attend
ance of expert witnesses. 

An Act to amend Chapter 240 of the 
P£ivate and Special La,-,s oJ: 1~07, enti
tled ",\n Af't to incorporate the Ston
ington 'Vater Co." 

A n Act to further ([efine a nd enlarge 
the duties or the commissioner of the 
burl'an of iudustrial and labor statis
tics. 

An Act to amend the charter of the 
city of Augllsta Witll reference to the 
Augusta municipal court. 

An Act to amend Section J 3 of Chap
ter 4, Bevisc',j SLHutcs, relating to the 
choi('(' of rO~I(l cOlnn1is~ioner in tovvns. 

An Act amending the charter of th0 
~Taine ::.\lissi.lnary Society. 

An Act t,,) incorporate the 1\11chi
gortne Insnnll1cc Co. 

An Act to amenrl Section 13 of Chap
ter 1:31 of the HeYisec1 Statut8s relat
ing to c'i.eteet iYes. 

An l\Ct rplating to inspectors of mc
tC'l'8. 

An Act to amend Sections 69 and 70 
of Chapter '<'< Revised Statutes, rolat
ing to the tuxation of collateral inher
jtant'ES. 

An Act rPIating to exceptions and 
app€'al in C'l'ilTIinal cases. 

An '·'et t,) jncorpornte the Shawmut 
'\Va':",r Co. 

An Act additional to Chapter 135, Re
vis('cl Statl'ii ps, relating to ,vitnesses 
in cr1n111181 ~)rocee(li:1gs. 

e,n Act to amenL1 Section ,:8 of Chap
ter 28, Heyisecl St'1tutE'S, relating to 
bllil(lhlgS. 

An Act u, amend the Private and 
E',jJ'c('ial Lm,s pertaining to appoint
ments to til<' police (lApartment of the 
ci ty of PO)l'U :tncl. 

/\/1 Act to amend Chapter 189 of the 
La ws of l~OI. prohihiting- publications 
relating to patent or other mediCines 
~n Iallguage of ilnlTIOral tendency or 
anlbignous l'11aracter, Rnd protecting 
the public ilgainst tllP dangers from 
t11e in.1is0rintinE\te distribution of sam
ples of mE"didne. 

An Ad in l'c'lation to COl'oners and 
coroners' in(;llE'F;tS. 
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An Act to change the tC'JlUl'f! of of
fice of tlHe' city el\'ctrician of the cily 
of Portlnnrl. 

An .\ ct t') con fer additional powers 
un;l nrivilC'gt's upon the P~t-'i_,lt_";s Fer
ry Co. 

"\ 11 .\n t() aml'nl] ('l'apt .. !' 140, TIe
vised Statutes, relating- to coroners' in
qLle~ts and the appointment of melli
cal examjner~ 

An Act authorizing- Gporge R. Ketch
am, his heirs and assigns, to el't:'ct 
and maintain a u<lm across Grl·",t Ma
chIas Rtr('anl on lots numhered 56 and 
56 in the town of As111anr1, and to main
tain piHS and booms in Big. :vrachias 
stream in the town of Ashland and in 
Garfield plantation. 

r\ n Act to authori7.e courts to sus
pend or continue for sentence on pro
b['.tion anr1 to provide for the appoint
ment of prohation officers. (On motion 
by :Mr. Baxter of Cumberland. this bill 
was 7Clhled. On further motion by the 
same senator, the bill was subsequent
ly ta],en from the table, and on his 
~otion the vote whereby the bill was 
pa:ssc:'<.l to ue engros~ed ,,,as reconsid
ered. On his furthEr motion, Senate 
Amenclmf'nt A was adopted. and the 
bm as ampndecl was passe(\ t') ]'8 en
grossed). 

A n Act amending S(>ctinn 1 of Chap
ter 350 of the Priva te and Special Laws 
of ID07, relating to the time of service 
of memhers of the fire departnwnt of 
tDe city of Portland. (On motion h,' 
Mr. Baxter of CumlH·riand. this hIll 
was tabled. Snbselpwntly on motion 
by the sanw senator, the bi!l \vas ta\cf'n 
from tiw to1)le and yote ,,'hereby the 
bin ,yas passed to be engrossed \\'as 
reconsid0red. On his furtlwr motion. 
Senate Amendment A was adopter1, 
th" bill as amen dec] was passed to he 
engt'oss('(]) . 

An Ac>t to establish the I)lel Orchard 
park system. (On motion by :\11'. Milli
ken of Aroostook, this bill was tabled). 

Finally Passed. 

Resol\'e, in fnvor of Herbert L. Kim
ball. 

Resolve, in favor of the town of South 
Berwick. 

Reso]v(', in favor of the State Board 
of Veterinary Examiners. 

ResolYf" for renewal of insurance 
policies on State propertj,'. 

Resol"". in fm'or of repairing the road 
between ,li'hoomook and Pittston farm. 

Resolve. in fa\'or of aiding the build
ing of a bridge in the town of Frank
lin. Hancock county. 

Resolve to amend '"l. resolve passed for 
tbe pur]lose of establishing a fish batch
ery jn Knox count;'\·. 

Resolve authorizing the State land 
agl'nt to sell certain lots in Ihe towns 
of St. Agatha and Madawaska in 
Aroostook county. 

Re~olye. in favor of }\!L H. Hodgkins, 
clerk and ~tenographer and messenger 
to the committee on inland fisheries and 
game. 

ResolYe, in favor of the Senate post
master. 

Resoh'e. in fayor of the clerk ot the 
oint-special committee on sal:1ries and 
fees. 

Resolve, in favor of screening Biscay 
pond. so-called, in the town of Bristol. 
in Lincoln county. 

Resolve. in fayor of the committee on 
bills in second reading for clerical as
sistance. 

Resol\'e. in favor of F. H. Hoar. spe
cial messenger to the Speaker of the 
House. 

ResolYe. in fClvor of the clerk, the 
stenographer, and the messenger to the 
judiciary committee. 

Resolve, to aid in the extension of 
the Kineo road from the Smith farm to 
the 1\'ortl> Ea~t Carry. 

Resolve. in fen'or of Susan Baker. 
Resolve, :n favor of Jefferson C. Smith 

of vVateryillc, Me., State secretary of 
the Young Men's Christian Association. 

Resolve, in favor of Parker Pineo. 

Orders of' the Day. 
The President announced as unfinish

ed business, bill "An Act to prevent the 
desecration of the thirtieth day of May, 
commonly kno\vn as l\lemorial Day and 
providin~ penalty for violation," which 
was assigned for yesterday. 

Mr. ,VARREN of Cumberland: Mr, 
President: I don·t know who the mover 
or movers for this bill were. With their 
motive r am much in sympathy. I can 
readily understand why the opponents 
would appear before that committee. I 
can lmderstand why the committee, not 
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having this bill opposed, should feel 
that the right way was to present it to 
the Senate or to the House for its deci
sion. When it came before us a day 
or two ago, I was somewhat in doubht 
as to whether it should be passed, or be 
amended, ,,- indefinitely postponed. 

Memorial Day is, I believe, a perman
ent memorial of the war, innaugurated 
at a time when the events of that war 
were fresh in the minds of all and when 
out of many homes had gone those who 
have never returned. It has thus far 
been observed with almost religious 
solemnity. What will be its fate when 
those who had to do with that war, di
rectly or indirectly, have passf'd away, 
I don't Imow. I do not believe the day 
will ever come when it will not bear 
some tribute to those who died in that 
war. I believe. however, that its tra
ditions will be enriched by the memory 
of those who, in oU,er ways, have given 
their lives for their fellowmen. It will 
continue to be a day set apart for the 
remembrance of the dead. 

It is natural, fortunately, in the na
ture of things, t11at me should not give 
the whole day to mourning. In the 
words of the wise man "Sorrow may en
dure for the night, but Joy cometh with 
the morrow." Having paid theIr tribute 
of love a.nd regpect, what is more na
tural than that they should turn to rec
reation and to sport; and when we come 
to decide what may be done and what 
may not be done in the way of sport, we 
find it hard to draw the line, because, 
that which may seem right and proper 
to one man, does not to another. I don't 
see but that we would best relegate 
this question to where we shall leave so 
many other things, and where we must 
leave them, in a great measure, to the 
good sense and public sentiment of the 
communities, only asking that on that 
day nothing shall be done that shall 
transgress against good orapr or good 
Inorals. 

I do not know what will become of 
the day in the future, but this I know 
that we shall sooner or latcr lose a day 
out of the calender entirely, if we load 
it with arbitrary enactments that will 
not appeal to those that are to came af
ter us. We should remember that we 
have among us, 
future, a large 

and will have in the 
alien population, to 

whom this day does not mean so much 
as it does to us, and, if we impose upon 
those people, as it were, a holiday, we 
must leav,' them great freedom in the 
Way that they shall use it; and I think 
that we should be content if they catch 
from the '3xercises on that day some 
thought of what it is to us of the na
tive population and get some idea that 
we have a country which has a great 
and glorious history. I therefore shall 
support thE- motion that it be indefintely 
postponed. 

Mr. HAMILTON of York: Mr. Presi
dent: I cannot say any more 'n praise 
of the necessity of Memorial Day than 
has been said, it is a day that the old 
soldiers, have to keep in memory of their 
dead comrades. '1'hat being the case, I 
propose to show that it is to be kept as 
a sacred day and not as a day of sports 
or a day to be desecrated by games; 
that it should be a day devoted wholly 
to such practices as will mean what it 
does to t1H' soldiers. It is a holiday, 
upon which the soldiers should have 
some protection. I have had letters 
personally, :ocsking and demanding that 
something should be done to protect 
them in tll"-ir work on that day. 

-VVE:' have, in the tvvo cities near 
\vltere I reside, two or three encamp
ments that ask it for the same rea
SOoi because the day has been used 
for' all kinds of sports and games just 
when thesf sacred and patriotic exer
cises art' going on. This so interferes 
that It is impossible to have the day 
oLserved dflcently. Why shouldn't they 
be re~trained? I do not know as they 
have any in Portland around the place 
of the senator from Cumberland, but I 
know that in our section and all over 
the county comes this demand from the 
old soldi"rs-ld us be protected from 
tho desecration of this day by all sorts 
of sports, and all sorts of games. I 
know tlIot it may b" drastic, but, isn't 
it better? Isn't it patriotic that this 
day should 1..>e kept by all as a sacred 
uav? EYf'TI [f there flre foreigners, they 
sh~uld leal'n that there is sose pat
riotism lef;: and that ,ve revere and 
respect tl1(~ memories of the dead to 
such all exten t that we shall protect 
them from the dpsccration of this day 
by all sorts of games and sports, 

The matt'''r came before the commit
t8'o 1..>y lette rs and by the urging of all 
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tllese organizations that I have come 
in contact with in our section, for this 
bill, that it may not be desecrated by 
eircuses or by games or by anything of 
that 80rt, which takes the attention of 
the young from the sacredness or holi
ness of that day. I say that they have 
a ric:ht to ask for it and that this 
Houpe and Senate should give it to 
them. There is a demand for it and 
tlley should have it. As the senator has 
said, it is a little while-a little while 
only-before they will pass over the 
river, when this day will be of no con
St'(juence to them and will probably 
pass out of existence as a day of mem
ory of thc' (lead soldier; but, while we 
have thc,m \vith us, as they pass from 
their hOl19E-'~ with hf'situting f'teps to 
the' tnusit' nf the fife mHl drum-not as 
of yore, but ,,'ith the hesitancy of 01,1 
ag~'-l('t t hf-' 111 ha Ye that day so that 
thl'y can pass along "'ithout passing 
tlirougll Cil'CllS(>S or gRmes. Lf't H be 
a quiet cIa,' \·:hich th0 law of 2\Iainp 
sa ~~·s ~l:all Le 1«':;'1t as sacred as the 
Sabbath. 

Mr. ,YAnR~~N of Cumberland: Mr. 
Prpsidcnt. it is because I wish to pre
pprvE' this 'lny after the veteran;, have 
g'Oll(' and beca u~e I hope it will be con
tinue·u H long time in our history, that 
I cln 110t beliE,\'p that \ye ought to load 
it ,,,ith arbitrary restrictions. I believe 
tIl<! day will hay!' none' th0 less of sa
Crt·dlH·~~f; t;('c;tllSt' "\Y8 permit sports, IUS 

Cll!>i~tnl;J8 if! none the less R<1rred to llS 
hecallse' H is a clay of mc'rrymaldng. 
I )wli,'Yf' tllOS(, who arC' to come after 
us \\ ill not. "'liolly for~et the purT)ose 
of the clay. T helieve it will 1:>0 hetter to 
be p?'pserYC'f1 as a ciay of sports, 8.S a 
dny of holidays. than that it should be 
lo~t ('ntil'(,]y out of the crrlendar. 

7Tb~ qnC'~'tinn being llpon the.' Illotion 
of tIlE', s0nn1nr from Cumb(,rlancl. :\1r. 
Drrxt('l·. tlwt t1w hill b0 in,ldinitcly 
po:·tpC)J;ecl, 1.11(' Yf'a,C;; an(l na~'R \\-(::,rr~ 

cnl:c d for (111(1 or(lcn'd. nn(1 tlH? vott~ 

bp~ng 11:1(1 reRult0cl itS foJlolYs: ThosE' 
Y"tin.2. ::efL \\~crr> ~If's~rs. Baxter, Boyn
ton, (;0IC01'(1, Donigan, Irving, Lo\vp, 
Jl.Trce'l1llbC'r, ATillikE'n, Jl.linott, Osgood. 
HE'ynDlds, 811a",. ,,'alke,', 'Varren. 
\V)wc1('r. ,y'yman (1\,). Those voting 
nay -,H're J\Tessrs. Eaton, Go,,'ell, Ham
ilton, Hastings, Hill, Howes, Kellogg, 
KnoW'ltcn, :Mullen, Staples (10). 

So the motion prevailed. and the bill 
was indefinitely postponed. 

On motion by Mr. Wheeler of Cum
berland, House Document No. 668, "An 
Act to amend Section 44 of Chapter 9 
of the Revised Statutes, as -amended by 
Chapter 174 of the Public Laws of 1907, 
relating to the assessment and collec
tinn of taxes on lands in places not in
incorpor:tted," was taken from the ta
ble; and on further motion by the same 
senator, Senate amendment A was 
adopted; and, on his further motion, 
the bill took its second reading as 
amended anli was passed to be en
grossed. 

On motion by Mr. \Vheeler of Cum
berlanu, House Document No. 669, "An 
Act relating to the collection of State, 
C(;U1,ty ancl uistrict taxes," was taken 
from the table; and on his further mo
tion, the same was passed to be en
grc)ssed. 

1\11' \Vheeler of Cumberland present
l'd anu moved the adoption under sus
pellsion of the rules, of a memorial to 
C(,llgress, relating to the taxation of 
h:!1eritances. (The memorial was read 
anil adopted.) 

On motion by Mr. Wyman of Wash
in.ston, "TIesolve in favor of preserv
ing the life of fish in the hatcheries 
and feeding stations of the State," was 
re""i\'cd anei, under suspension of the 
r~lE's, took its t\VO :2everal readings and 
\\ (-I S passed to be engrossed. 

On l1lotion bv 1\11'. Hamilton of York, 
Senate Docurr;ent 445, "An Act divid
ill~' the tuwn of York and establishing 
the town of Yorktown," was taken 
[rum the table. On further motion by 
the same ~enator, House Amendment 
C "'as adopted in concurrence. On mo
tion bv the sam" senator, the Senate 
nml-co"ncurrer1 \\'ith the House in the 
adoption of House ,\ mendment B. On 
hi., further motion, the Senate recon
shlered the vote whereby the bill ,vas 
rassed to be Rngrosserl as amended by 
Sennte Amendmt'nt A, and the same 
sOllellor further moved that the bill 
pass to be t'ngros>'cd as amended by 
Ilouse .~mcndment A and by House 
Amc·ndm,'nt C. Mr. Kellogg of Penob
Ecot thereupon moyed that the bill lie 
upon the table with the amendments. 

:'[1'. MACOMBER of Kennebec: Mr. 
Prc~iUe{lt, I hope the motion to table 
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this bill will not prevail. vVe C2.n just 
as well decide it now. vVe know all that 
we shaH know about it. vVhy not vote 
upon it no\': and get it out of the way? 

The PRESIDENT: 'rlw p"lldinf', (!ues
tion is upon. the motion of the senAtor 
from Fpnollscot, Mr. Kellogg, that the' 
hill lie upon the tahle. 

;Vlr. Kellogg of Ppnohscot th(ereupon 
withdr"w his motion. 

The PRESIDENT: The pending' ques
tion is upon the motion of the senator 
from York. Mr. Hnmilton. that this 
bill now pass to be engrcssed as amend
(,d h,' Senate Amendment A and House 
Amenr1ment C, which has been adopted 
in concurrence by the Senate. 

The motion prevailed and the bill 
was nass·,d to be engrossed. 

On' motion by Mr. Knowlton of Pis
cataquis, th8 report or the committee 
on salari,,!'; and fees "ought not to 
pass" on bill "An Act to amend Sec
tion 1 of Chapter 118 of the Public 
Laws of 1~05, relating to the compen
sation of clerk of courts in Piscata
quis county," was tak8n from the 
table. 

Mr. KKOWLTON of Piscataquis: Mr. 
President: I want to say about this 
bill that ,\ve have all read in our child
hood days about "Old Dog Tray," a 
good d')~ that got into trouble by get
~ing into bad company. This bill was 
presented to the committee on salaries 
and fees and C'lme in with a bad lot. 
This bill, should it be the pleasure of 
ti,e Senate to allow it a passage, I 
shall move to amend. When the bill 
was placed before the committee, it 
read as it no,v reads, but it was the 
undentanding- with that committee 
tl'at when that bill was reported to 
the House that :t shoul(1 be reported 
in a new draft and read entirely dif
ferent. 

The facts of the C'3.se, gentlemen, are 
these: Piscataquis county, as you 
know, is a small county amI all of the 
tow!>s that are incorporated are on 
either side of the Piscataquis river and 
a railroad runs down through the coun
ty. 'fhe county seat is at Dover, and 
the lawyers at the upper end of the 
county take the train at 6 o'clocl;: in 
the morning and get down to Dover 
about 8.BO. and they can then visit the 
court house and do their business of 

the clay ,wd go back on the train, and 
the people from the lower end of the 
county have to go in the same way. 
So it is necessary that the cIerI;: of 
courts ShOLlld keep open from 7.30 un
til 6 o'clc,ck at night. 

That mall's salary is a thousand dol
lars. It "'as established at that amount 
four or six years ago \\'hen the salary 
system '.yetS etablishul all over ;\Iaine. 
At that time they had two terms of 
court. Since the establishment of the 
thousand dollar salary a new term has 
been added, so that we have now in 
~PiscataC] L!is county three terms of 
conrt and it is very proper and just 
that that office should pay a man an 
anlouClt:'ommensurate with the addi
tional la 'Jar. 

This bill, if I am allowed to have it 
brought before the Senate, will be 
anl<'n<18cl so as to read, two hundred 
rlo]Jarfl for furnishing e1erk hire for 
that clerk: of courts. It does not in
QrF'ase his salary at all. It simply pays 
for a clerk, am1, as you understand 
"cry l'ea,li1y, that man now with three 
terms of court must employ a e1erk. 
Tn many of the counties the conditions 
of thin;,': are such that they do not 
h<we to keep an office open, but that 
man does from 7.30 to 6 o'clock 
at night, and all I ask is that there 
shall be given to him two hundred dol
lars to pay for a clerk that will en
,abl," him to perform his duties proper
ly. 

I am aware that the Governor is not 
in favor of increasing salaries. This 
is not an increase of salary at all un
der thc arrangement under which the 
salary was fixed. It was a thousand 
dollars for two terms of court and all 
that we ask now is that two hundred 
dollars be given for olerk hire, in con
sider:ltiotl of the fact that we have an 
extra term of court every years. 

I move, Mr. President that the bill as 
I shall amend it, be substituted for 
the report. 

Mr. MILLIKEN of Aroostook: Mr. 
President, I rise to ask a question of 
the senator from Piscataquis through 
thc ehai r. vVhen was the cha.nge 
made? Or rather, put it this way, has 
there be'on any change in respect to 
the duties of this office since the pres-
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enl incumbent was elected to the of
fice'? 

:,\11'. KNO'VLTON: He has held of
fke for eight Or 10 years. 

Mr. MILLIKE;,\,: Since the last 
clpC'tion? 

Mr. KXO'VLTOX: No, sir. 
1'.11'. MILLIKE;'\': Precisely. Now, Mr. 

Presidcn t, the committee on salari"s 
and fees has not had an altogether 
pleasant task at this session. \Ve have 
had .~H kinds of propositions b"fore us 
for the increase of salary and for addi
thnal clerk hire, which were claimed 
nut to be increases of salary, and for 
various devices which were needed to 
givE- the county officials more emolu
I1lRnt for their offices. I admit there is 
a semblance of reason in this claim for 
the cQunty of Piscataquis on account 
of the additional term of court, al
though the increased work is not so 
much as it might appear to be from 
that fact. I am going to say that there 
is not much more in Piscataquis coun
ty than there was before. But the fact 
is about this office, the same as any 
other oflice.s we have had before us, 
no change has been made in the con
ditions governing the office since the 
incumbent was elected and there is no 
recasun why he, having been elected 
to that office with the expectation of 
the salary he had, >.hould have anv 
change made in it or any additionn'1 
amount for clerk hire during his in
cumbency. 

His bill provides it shall take effect 
at 011ce, or as soon as it can and that 
is th9 whole position in regard to the 
mattRr. It stands on the same footing 
in that respect that a great many oth
er matters did before this committee
that there have been increasing duties 
ill many of these cases. There are 
mally case:; which have come before 
the committee that in themselves are 
meritorious in a degree. The position 
of the committee was, and I under
stand it to be the position of the Gov
ernor, thut it is unwise, unless we are 
to enter upon a general revision of 
these salries fixed four years ago, to 
makE' any departure from the present 
fixed rates at Which the incumbent 
was elected. It may be made at the 
next election, six years after the sala
ries WE're established. That is the po-

sition the ccmmittee take upon it, and 
I hope, having accepted the position 
of the committee in regard to other 
cOlin ties, that you will not upset it now 
ill this particular instance. 

The qu('stion heing put upon the mo
tion that the biII be substituted for the 
report "uught not to pass," the yeas 
and nays were called for and ordered, 
and the vote being had resulted as 
follows: Those yoting yea were Messrs. 
Hastings, Knowlton (2). Those voting 
nay were Messrs. Boynton, Colcord, 
Donigan, E,aton, Gowell, Hill, Howes, 
Irving, Kellogg, Looney, Lowe, Ma
coml-er, Milliken, Minott, Mullen, 
Shaw, Smith, Staples, Walker, War
ren, Wheeler, Wyman (22). 

So the motion was lost and the re
port of the committee, "ought not to 
pass" was accepted. 

!\II'. HASTIXGS of Oxford: Mr. 
President, I think that now would be 
a good time to take up the report of 
the committee on salaries and fees 
"ought not to pass," on bill 'about pay
ment of the registry of deeds. It is not 
numbered but the bill was tabled by 
me 011 ::\1arch 11. It is "An Act to 
amend Section 1 of Chapter 173 of the 
Public Laws of 1905 as ·amended by 
ChajJter 177 of the Public Laws of 1907, 
relating to the compensation of regis
tries of deeds." 

On motion by Mr. Hastings of Ox
ford, the report was accepted. 

On further motion by the same sen
ator, House Document No. 781, "An 
Act to amend Section 15 of Chapter 54 
of the Revised St'atutes rellating to ex
pense:; of inspector of boilers, engines, 
etc., of steamboats upon inland wa
ters," was taken from the table. On his 
further motion, Senate Amendment A 
was adopted, and, UIJOn further motion, 
under suspension of the rules, the bill 
took its second reading and was passed 
to be engrossed. 

On motion by Mr. Macomber of Ken
nebec, Senate Document No. 502, "An 
Act to prohibit corporations from 
tr3.nsrnitting electric power beyond the 
COilfines of the State," was taken from 
the table. 

Mr. MACO:vI:BER of Kennebec: Mr. 
Pr,)sident: This is a bill for the pur
pose of preventing any individual or 
corporation who may have electric 
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power In this State from transmitting 
it across the line into any other state. 
What earthly objection there can be 
in an individual or corporation which 
owns its electric power down in York 
county transmitting it over into the 
town of Dover. or Somersworth, or like 
towns. where they can get a better 
price for the power, I cannot under
stand. It seems to me it is just like 
tying up a farmer from taldng his po
tatoes into New Hampshire to sell 
them. I do not believe in this re
strictive kind of legislation. I think 
the principle is all wrong, and I move 
that the bill be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. LOONEY of Cumberland: Mr. 
President: I was one of the members 
of thp judiciary committee who signed 
thiS re)Jort; and, while I am not pre
pared to discuss it as I probably would 
be if I Imew there was going to be 
any objection to it, I may state here 
that some of the reasons for the 
adoption of this bill and some of the 
reasons which actuated the committee 
in theIr action are these: 

We felt that the great natural re
sourc('s of the State, as crystaUzed 
and developed in electricity and mo
tIve power, should be preserved. We 
all know that heretofore our forests 
have gTadually, little by little, disap
peared and have gone into the hands 
of speculators, so that now I under
stand the entire domain of the State, 
so far as our great forests are con
cerned, is owned by praetically 40 men. 
I un(l.erstand also that certain spccu
laton; in other states are coming in 
and trying to secure possession of our 
water powers. Now it is an open secret 
that the Executive of the State, repre
senting as I believe thp best interests 
of the State and voicing the sentiment 
of th,' people of the State, desires that 
these great natural resources should be 
preset'ved and that they should not be 
takcm up and possessed by trusts, mo
nopolies and speculators from other 
states; so tbat this bill simply pro
vides that electric power and water 
power shaJl not be transmitted to other 
states without the oonsent of the State. 
Now, can there be any objection to a 
reasonable bill of that kind. In its last 
analysis, that is all it means, that the 
State itself shall hold in reserve these 

great lccatural powers and resources 
"",d that tt12Y shall not be aJlowed to 
,,-v .:;eyond the limits of the State with
out the consent of the State. It seems 
to me if a measure of a policy like 
that had been followed in this State 
for the past years, the State would 
have been millions and millions of dol
lars richer than it is now; and so, for 
my part, I am one of those who be
lieve' that the policy of the Executive 
of this State is jU'3t and right, and that 
this bill, embodying as it does the idea 
of aJl tllOse who believe in preserving 
and keeping intact the great na.tural 
powers and resources of the State, 
should pass. 

The PRESIDEN'l': The matter un
der consideration is the act. the title 
of which has been read. Under sus
pension of the rules, the bill has been 
read, and, pending its passage to be 
engroEsed, was tabled. The pending 
motion is that the bill be indefinitely 
postpoIlE~d. 

MI'. HASTINGS of OXford: ]1.11'. 

President: I might add for the in
formation of the Senate that Section 3 
takes care of these electrical power 
companile" on the bonkrs of t.he Statr' 
which now transmit their power :lcrosl' 
the borders. Section 3 readR: 

"This act shall not apply to any cor
poration now engaged in conveying or 
transmUting electric cnrrent beyund 
the confinps of the State or chartered 
or empowe,ed so to do nor affect or 
impair any existing contracts for the 
transm is~ion of electric current be
yond the confines of the State." 

I will simply say in addition to what 
Senator Looney has said that it seemed 
well to the committee that we should 
adopt this policy, and that it is con
trary to the policy of the State to 
trflnsmit ~his power beyond our bor
ders; and that is the policy which has 
been followed in all the chaTters grant
ed this session. I recall the case of the 
Magalloway Corporation and also the 
charter incorporating the Shawmut 
Co .. in which this very section is em
bodied. 

Of course, in the future, at the next 
session of the Legislature, if they think 
it is necessary and expedient to grant 
a chaner to any individual or corpo-
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rnllOn for transmitting electricity, it 
might do so, uut it seemed to the com
mitte" that it was advisaule to es
tablish this policy. It may not mean 
much, but it was designed to establish 
the policy that the State should keep 
its electrical power within its limits. 
,Vhen the vote is taken, I ask that it. 
))e taken by the yeas and nays. 

Mr. MILLIKEN of Aroostook: Mr. 
Prc'side'lt: I had nothing to do with 
this bill, not being a member of the 
judiciary committee, but of the indi
virlual charters to which the senator 
from Oxford has referred and which 
came before the committee on interior 
,,'aters, of which I am a member, I do 
know something and I want to say a 
"'ord about this general question of 
policy. 

'l'he Governor's policy and that of this 
Legislature nas been at this session 
to mak8 two provisions with regard to 
th(>,e chart"rs. First, that the fran
chise right giv(Cn by the State to any 
privRte corporation for the develop
ment of water storage and the using 
of the power of eminent domain for 
that purpose should revert to the State 
without cost to the State at any future 
i"illle when it should seem good to take 
over that property. That provision 
has been made in every charter at 
this session which has given a COl'pO
ration a right to store water. Second, 
that any charter giving a corporation 
a right to develop power in this State 
shOUld contain this provision, now in
corporated in this general bill, namely, 
that the powers so generated and de
veloped by the natural resources of 
this State Gr.ould not be carried be
yond the borders of the State without 
thp express authority of the Legisla
ture. 

This noes not mean that at this ses
sion of the Legislature we are to lock 
up fon:v"r the power generated in this 
State and transformed into electricity, 
but it does mean that we are to say 
at. this spssion, and have said in indi
~'i ]ual charters, and are now to say in 
the general law, that it shall be the 
pc,licy of this State to require the ex
press coneent of the Legislature in 
every individual case before that power 
shall be transmitted beyond the State. 

I S'l)1pose that everyone who reads 
the history of the Standard Oil Co. 
wonders why, when those preliminary 
steps Wel'e being taken, when this mo
nopoly was being acquired, the people 
did not understand the situation and 
\vhy they did not prevent that monop
oly from coming into existence; and, 
looldng at the history of this State, 
when these timber lands were sold at 
prices which seemed so ridiculouSly 
low when the State has in some in
sta~ces made as a gift in return for 
something not actually given-why the 
people of the State did not understand 
the situation and prevent it. I venture 
to say that in the future the people 
\vill look black to this time and wonder 
why the people of the State did not 
awake sooner to the im!)ortance of 
wat"r power. It can be figured out just 
as simply as a problem in mathematics 
and the questions of heat, power and 
light are going to be questions of wa
ter power. 

Now, we have in this State enormcus 
reSOllrces still undeveloped, for the de
velopment of water power-an asset to 
this State greater than its timber 
lands and greater than any other in
dustrv in the state, (-xcept possibly 
the ~gricultural interests. This bill is 
simply for the purpose of saying at this 
Legislature of 1909 that this power 
slwJI not be taken outside the State to 
be llsed there without the express au
thority of the Legislature. That is all 
it is, and it seems it is a fair and alto
gether neasonable bill. I don't see how 
how there can be any objection to it. 

Mr. W'ARREN of Cumberland: Mr. 
President, I do not know what reasons 
may have been brought before the ju
dichry committee for the enactment 
of this bill. I was, however, a member 
of the committee on interior waters 
'and the question came up there indi
rectlv as Senator Milliken has stated, 
and that condition was made in cer
tain charters that Were presented ·and 
enacted this year. That was done, how
ever, in that committee against my 
protest.. I see no reason why this bill 
should pass. It is restrictive legisla
tion. I believe that it is inexpedient and 
will do us harm. We have fortunately 
vast resources in our water power, but 
water power is good otdy as it can be 
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used. It has indeed a potential value, 
but you must find a u~e for it. The 
only reason for confining it here tn the 
State of Maine is the thought that if 
we do not wire it out of the State, 
manufacturers wiII come to the State 
of :Maine and use it. It would be equal
ly trne that if we objected to the ship
ment of lumber beyond our State, that 
people might come here to build their 
houses, and, if we did not ship our 
potatoes, th"y might come here to eat 
them, and, if we did not ship our Po
lann Spring water, which is another 
gift of Nature, they might come here 
to drink it. It is the potential power 
that is in it just as it is !n a man's 
own person to do a day's work, and his 
day's work goes to waste unless he can 
find a place to put it. We might equally 
well enact a law that none of our cit
izens should go out of the State to 
work on thc principle that we would 
like to have them put their work in 
here. It restricts the liberality of the 
State, or open principle that exists. 

We he·ar a gc)od deal about the Con
Rtitutlon. I am not an advocate of con
stitutionality, but I doubt very much 
whether we could put up 'it barrier of 
this kind. Certainly we can limit cor
porations that we establish, as what 
they may do and what they may not. 
I know that the bill lets out those \vho 
are already at work, but I believe there 
are other water powers along our bor
ders that we may like to get a chance 
to seU electricity from; and, if you 
enact a bill of this kind, it will make 
it inexpedient and prevent their doing 
it Ulltil they can come to the Legisla
tUTE, and get that right. I believe that 
after all the work that is done in the 
State of Maine that can be done here 
to advantag'", there will stiL] be elec
tricity to sell, and I do not know 
whE're we can sell except to our neigh
bors; and it will do no good once it is 
set at work, and therefore I hope that 
this bill will be indeflniteIy postponed. 

Mr. MILLIKEN of Aroostook: Mr. 
President, I must differ from the sen
ator from Cumberland when he says 
that it is a limitation upon legislation. 
It in no way prevents any Legislature 
from giving that authority. It simply 
says that no corporation shall do this 
without authority. It says that in the 

future if a charter is silent on the sub. 
j(-ct, and if that authority is not given 
it, it shall not be considered that it is 
vested in the corporRtion, and simply 
that, if they want to do it, they shall 
come to the Legislature and ask the 
privilE~ge to do it. 
It is an open secret that 'Rn attempt 

is beIng made to secure the water 
powers in this State. It is an open se
cret with some that a set of men be
hind the Standard Oil Co. are trying 
in this State and in other states to 
gain the possession of water powers 
for dEwelopment. I haven't any objec
tion to that. I am not an alarmist of 
the Standard Oil matter, that they 
shall g'et control of the State, or any
thing of that sort, but I do submit 
that it is a reasonable precaution 
against the establishment of power 
companies in this State and such a 
final arrangement of those companies 
by th,'· setting up of a trunk line as will 
tran~mit the electricity out of the 
State with any authority from any
body. It means that they shall come 
here a.nd ask us to let the Lefgislature 
say 'whE:ther it shall be granted to 
them or not. 

Mr. vVARREN: Mr. President, I am 
not lfuite sure that I am right, but so 
far ai' 1 can see, if the Standard Oil 
Co. want to come here and or&;,ani7.e 
a great electric company in order that 
they may wire that electricity beyond 
the borders of the State, they will have 
to come to the Legislature for their 
charter-will they not? They cannot do 
it un,'ler the general law; 'and when 
they come will be the time for us to 
say whether we will restrict them or 
not. 

Mr. MILLIKEN: They will have to 
come and ask for authority if this bill 
passes. And if this bill does not pass, 
all they will have to get will be the au
thority of different places in the State 
where they may develop power, and then, 
by combination companies, they will have 
a right to set poles from there to the bor
der or the State. That is all. They will 
have to come to the Legislature, but they 
won't have to be conslUlted on the ques
tion of transmitting power outside of the 
State. The distinct proposition of this 
bill is to provide that they will not do 
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that without the consent of the Legisla
ture. 

Mr. GOWELL of York: Mr. President, 
I heartily concur with what Senator Ma
comber has said in regard to this bill. 
I know that legislation of this kind 
\vould be detrimental to the interests v_ 

York county and I hope that the motion 
to indefinitely postponed \vill prevail. 

The question being put upon the motion 
to indefinitely postpone, the yeas and 
nays were called for and ordered, and 
the vote being had resulted as follows: 
Those voting yea were Messrs. Eaton, 
Go\vell, Gowell, Hill, Kellogg, Macomber, 
:\Iullen, Osgood, Reynolds, Shaw, Staples, 
'Yarren, Wyman (12). Those voting nay 
were Messrs. Baxter, Boynton, Colcord, 
Donigan, Emery, Hastings, Howes, Irv
ing, Looney, Lowe, Milliken, Minott, 
Smith, 'Valker, Wheeler (15). 

So the motion was lost. 
Thereupon, upon motion by Mr. Hast

ings of Oxford, the bill was passed to be 
engrossed. 

On motion by Mr. Staples of Knox, 
House Doc. No. 327, "An Act empowering 
the Governor to remove county attor
neys," was taken from the table, with 
accompanying reports-majority, "ought 
to pass," minority, Hought not to pass." 

Mr. STAPLES of Knox: Mr. President, 

reading and was tabled pending second 
reading. 

1\1r. STAPLES: Mr. President, I with
draw the motion to substitute the minor
ity report, and I 1110ve that the bill be in
definitely postponed. 

The question being put upon the motion 
to indefinitely postpone the bill, the yeas 
and nays were ordered, and the vote be
ing had resulted as follows: Those voting 
yea were Messrs. Hill, Kellogg, Lowe, 
Mullen, Osgood, Reynolds, Staples CD. 
Those voting nay were Messrs. Baxter, 
Boynton, Colcord, Donigan, Emery, G-ow
ell, I-Ianli1ton, Hastings, Ho,ves, Irving, 
Knowlton, Looney, Macomber, Milliken, 
Minott, Shaw, Walker, Warren, Wheeler, 
Wyman (20). So the motion was lost. 

Thereupon, on motion by Mr. Hastings 
of Oxford, the resolve took its second 
reading and was passed to be engrossed. 

un motion by Mr. Hamilton of York. 
Senate Doc. No. 499, "An Act to provide 
for the attorney general or assistant at
torney general to take charge of liquor 
prosecutions, upon failure or refusal of 
the county attorney to perform his duty, 
and for the prosecution of such county 
attorney," was taken from the table; and 
on further motion by the same senator 
the bill and accompanying reports were 
indefinitely postponed. 

I am not strenuous in this matter, but I 
On motion by Mr. Shaw of Kennebec, 

can conceive, while I do not believe there the order relating to juvenile courts was 
is any danger of the Governor's removing taken from the table. 
any county attorney under this bill, why 
it might be a matter of great expense and Mr. SHAW of Kennebec: Mr. Presi
annoyance, as the bill provides that if 50 dent, as I understand it, this is an order 
adults move the Governor to have him creating a commission to sit during recess 
remove, and he has a hearing upon that of the LE'gislature for the next tv'o years 
matter, that it wo.uld be a great expense to consider the matter of whether or not 
and inconvenience to the county attor- this State wants a juvenile court. Now, I 
nay. I believe there are none of them in am nol a lawyer, and cannot go into the 
the State but do their duty faithfully and legal aspect of the situation; but I be
well; and for them to be at the behest of lieve I am well informed eno.ugh in my 
50 fanatics of the State of :\iainie, while o\\'n mind to known that this is a very 
I do not believe the Governor would re- foolish proposition. 
move them, I do not think it is just or 
right. We have many fanatics in the 
State who by a petition to the Governor 
could cause great annoyance. That is my 
objection to the bill. I move that the mi
nority report be substituted for the ma
jority report. 

The PRESIDENT: The majority report 
has been accepted. The blll had its first 

I understand there are only a few such 
courts in existence in the United States. 
This matter, I understand, was worked 
quite hard In the House and was a sort 
of subterfuge to get rid of the matter. 
Some member of the House was Interest
ed in this matter and they didn't like to 
turn It down flat, and this is a subterfuge 
that comes In here to creat a commission 
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to see if the State wants sllch a court 
or not. 

Now [ believe these are reliable 
sources of information; and if that de
mand ever becomes apparent, the 
justices of our supreme court will read
ily know it; and they would find a way 
to get it before the Legislature. I move 
that this blll be indefinitely post
poned. 

The question being put, the motion 
prevailed and the order was indefinitely 
postponed. 

On motion by Mr. Gowell of York 
Senate Doc. No. 416, "An Act to au
thorize the construction of a bridge 
across the Ogunquit river in the town 
of \'{ells," was taken from the table; 
and on his further motion the same 
was passed to be engrossed. 

Mr GOWELL of York: Mr. Presi
dent: I simply want to call the atten
tion of the senator to an apparent er
ror in the calendar. Senate Doc. No. 
436 appears to have been tabled by me. 
I will say that I did not make the mo
tion. 

Th" PRESIDENT: Th" Chair in
forms the s<'nator from York that the 
title of the bill being defective the 
Chair a~sumed the senator from York 
would desire to have it laid on the 
table for correction. Will the senator 
atten(1 to the correction of the title"? 

'rhe Chair also calls attention to Sen
ate DoC'. No. 500, majority report of 
the committee on agriculture on re
s'Olve relating to Agricultural Society, 
"ought not to pass." Minority report 
on same bill "ought to pass." 

Mr. ROWElS of Somerset: We de
sire, Mr. President, to have it assigned 
for tomorrow so that it may be con
sidered in connecUon with the resolve 
relating to the Maine Fair at Water
ville. 

On motion by Mr. Howes of Som
erset, Senate Doc. No. 500 was re
assigned for consideration on Wednes
day, March 31. 

Bill, An Act to amend An Act re
lating to the police court of the city 
of Ftocl'lan<1. (This bill came up on 
Its final passage to be enacted). 

Mr. STAPLEJS of Knox: Mr. Presi
der.t: This mvtter affects the city of 
Rockland. It is a radical change from 

the old police court, and it is a matter 
in which they are yery much interested. 
'fhey have a city charter by a bill 
passed through thh, Legislature, where
by they ar" to meet in October and 
yote on that I,ill to adopt it. I offer 
an amendment providing for a refer
endum by which this matter may be 
referred to the city of Rockland to 
vote upon it at the same time they vote 
upon the city charter. I hope the 
ar.lendment will have a passage. 

On motion by the same senator, the 
Senate voted to reconsider the vote 
whf'rcby the bill was passed to be en
grossed.. 

The same senator offered Senate 
Amendment A and moved its adoption. 

Mr. GO,VEJLL of York: Mr. Presi
dent: I will say that this bill was be
fore th', committee on legal affairs and 
the matter was discussed thoroughly 
at that time and I think that the sen
ator from Knox agreed to the' meas
ure. Afterwards it was recommitted to 
the committee on legal affairs and the 
bill was reported in exactly the same 
form as it was first reported by the 
committee, and the bill was satis
factory to all parties interested. It 
seems to me it is rather late in the 
day to offer all amendment. I will 
simply say that we have haggled and 
worked ov .. r this matter and tried to 
satisfy all parties, and we thought it 
wa" satisfactory. 

Mr. STAPLES of Knox: Mr. Presi
dent: There ,Nas a great controversy 
before the committee on legal affairs 
and after this matter came here it was 
recommitted to the committee, and in
advert.ently passed without anyamend
ment tieing offered there. I do not see 
what objecti<on there can be to this 
amendment. It leaves it to the city of 
Rockland to decide whether they will 
have their court changed; and it is a 
VE·ry important matter to them. If they 
want H th()y ought to have it, and if 
they do not, they ought not to have 
it. I trust that the senators will vote 
for the amendment. It cannot do aay
body any hurt. I move when the vote 
is takE'n it bE' hy the yeas and nays. 

Mr.),fACO;V] Bl'JR of Kenneb8c: ;Hr. 
Presid.pn t .: It will be remembered that 
whell this ITmttcr was up before the 
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Sc'llat e all the question of rccommit
ment to th2 c'Jmmittee on legal affairs 
I objecteu to it because it carried the 
full committp,~'s report originally. The 
statement ,,1' the senator from Knox 
at that time was that some little mat
ter had camp up whereby the county 
commissionC'rs desired to be heard on 
the bill before the committee and that 
if they could have th8.t privilege the 
matter would be all settled then <I,nd 

State or municipalities," wa"l taken from 
the table. On further motion by the same 
senator, under suspension of the rules, 
the bill took its second reading and was 
paseed to be engrossed. 

On motion by Mr. Baxter of 
land the Senate took a recess 
o'clock P. M. 

Afternoon Session, 

Cumber
until 3 

Senate, 3 o'clock P. M. 

Senate called to order by the Presi-
there. They have been over nere with 
their counsel. and it has been all gone 
over by the committee on legal affairs dent. 
again and it now comes here 'On a "Resolve in favor of immediate ex
second report. It seems to me that the penses for the support and maintenance 
amendment offered by the senator from of the Maine School for the Feeble 
Knox is a subterfuge to get around Minded." (Mr. Staples of Knox present
these two reports of the committee. ed this resolve and. on his motion the 

Mr. STAPLES: 'Mr. President, there is same was received and under suspension 
no subterfuge. It is a matter of justice of the rules took its two readings with
and fairness. I will not at this time state out reference to a committee and was 
how this bill happened to come here, but passed to be engrossed.) 
I only ask for what is right in this mat- "An Act entitled An Act relating to 
tel'. the common school fund, and provid

ing for the distributing of the same." 
(On motion by Mr. Wheeler of Cum
berland Senate Amendment A .was 
adopted.) 

The question being put upon the adop
tion of Senate Amendment A, a yea and 
nay vote being had resulted as follows: 
Those voting yea were Messrs. Boynton, 
Donigan, Hill, Kellogg, Lowe, Mullen, 
Osgood, Staples (8). Those voting nay 
were Messrs. Baxter, Colcord, Eaton, 
Gowell, Hamilton, Hastings, Howes, 
Knowlton, Looney, Macomber, Minott, 
Reynolds, Shaw, Walker, 'Varren, 
Wheeler, Wyman (17). So the motion to 
amend was lost. 

On motion by Mr. Macomber of Kenne
bec the bill was thereupon passed to be 
engrossed. On further motion by tile same 
senator the bill was passed to be e •. acted 

On motion by Mr. Baxter of Cumber
land, Ho:use Doc. No. 625, "An Act to 
amend Section 23 of Chapter 114 of the 
Revised Statutes as amended by Chapter 
2 of the Laws of 19u" relating to the relief 
of poor debtors," was taken from the ta
ble. Senate Amendment A was adopted 
in concurrence, and the bill as amended 
was passed to be engrossed. 

On motion by Mr. Colcord of Waldo, 
House Doc. No. 769, "An Act to prefer 
Maine labor and Maine contractors upon 
all work performed for State, municipal, 
charitable and educational institutions, 
buildings or public works, or any building 
or institution supported or aided by the 

Thereupon Senator Colcord of Waldo 
presented Senate Amendment B to the 
same bill, and moved its adoption. 

Mr. COLCORD of Waldo: Mr. Presi
dent: I do not object to the bill ex
cept as to the apportionment. It seems 
to me it gives to the towns that do not 
need it, and deprives those towns that 
do need it. I have here a list of a few 
towns in 'Waldo County which I will 
read. Northport, 40 cents for scholars
Morrill gets 10 cents, Palmyra 2 cents, 
Islesborough 35 cents. This does not seem 
to me to be a just apportionment of 
money to be raised from the wild lands. 
There is also another objection. It gives 
some towns more money than they know 
what to do with, and more than they 
expended the last year, Islesborough is 
given $514 more money than she ex
pended last year for our public schools
common schools.-Old Orchard would be 
$1003, under this bill, more money than 
she expended last year for her common 
schools; and I think this will be true 
of nearly every county in the State to 
some extent, especially those towns on 
the seacoast that have large summer 
inhabitants, with but few scholars. 
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Therefore, Mr. President, I move the the bill 'which has been reported is a 
adoption of the amendment. 

Mr. 'WHEELER of Cumberland: Mr. 
President: In order that we may con
sider this amendment intelligently, it is 
necessary for us to consider the bill 
which is before the Senate. This bill 
has be€m reported by the committee on 
taxation for the purpose of impOSing an 
additional tax upon the wild lands of 
the State. It is intended to satisfy, in 
part at least, the popular demand that 
the wild lands should contribute a larg
,81' sum to the expenses of the State, 
.and that the wild lands should be taxed 
:at a rate more in proportion with their 
valuation than is the case under the 
present law. 

The bill has no other purpose and it 
has no other intention. If it had been 
designed solely to create a larger fund 
for distribution among the cities and 
towns of the State for school purposes, 
I at least would not advocate its pass
age. It is designed solely to impose upon 
the wild lands of the State an addi
tional tax. The agitation which has 
been going on for many years for a 
larger tax upon the wild lands of the 
State has become more and more in
sistent every year; and I belieYe it is 
the duty of this Legislature In some way 
to meet that demand. 

Previous Legislatures have failed to 
meet it because of the constitutional 
objections which have seemed insur
mountable. A few years ago it was pro
posed to put a special tax upon the wild 
lands of fifteen mills, the proceeds of 
tha t tax to be used for general expenses 
of the State. But the supreme court of 
the State of Maine, upon inquiry, held 
that such a tax would be unconstitu
tional. They held that it would be in 
conflict with that section of the consti
tution which provides that all taxes 
assessed by authority of the State shall 
be assE,ssed upon all the property of 
the State, equally, according to its just 
value. The court helc1 that we could 
not place a special tax upon the prop
erty of one part or district or section 
of the State. 

The Committee on Taxation have had 
six or seven matters referred to them, 
all of which provided for an increased 
tax upon wild lands. We have had many 
divergent views in the Committee, and 

compromise measure, nothing more and 
nothing less. ,Ve had almost as many 
different opinions in our Committee as 
there were members of the Committee. 
Some of us favored one plan and some 
another, and, if tITe members of the 
Committee had each put in a separate 
report, embodying his views, you would 
have had six or seven or eight different 
reports; and I am sure there would be 
the same difference among the members 
of the Legislature which existed in the 
Committee; and you would have ad
journed without obtaining any wild land 
legislation at this session. 'Ve, in re
sponse to the order passed by the Leg
islature, directing the Committee to in-
quire into the constitutionality and ex
pediency of providing a special tax up
on wild lands, the proceeds to be used 
for the protection of wild lands from 
fire, repo ['ted a bill, wri tten by the 
President of the Senate, and which has 
received a passage from this Legisla
ture. That bill provides that all wild 
lands of the State-practically all the 
wild lands-shall be included in a forest 
district which is created and a tax of 
one and one-half mills is imposed upon 
the property within that <listrict and 
the proceeds of that tax are expended 
under the direction of the forest commis
sioner for the prevention and extin
guishment of forest fires. The effect of 
that bill is simply to relieve the State 
treasurer of expenditures which it has 
previously made, and put that burden 
upon the wild lands. I believe, last year. 
the State expended about $57,000 in the 
prevention and extinguishment of for
est fires on wild lands. 

There have been pending before this 
Legislature resolves appropriating $50,
CflO for similar expenses for the cur
rent year. The passage of the Deasy 
bill, so-caIIed, simply transfers that bur
den of $,;0,000 from the State treasury 
to the wi.Jd lands. That money would 
otherwise have to be raised by a gen
eral tax on the property of the State. 
By reason of the Deasy biII that burden 
wiII herafter be somewhat lighter and 
wiII be met by the wild lands; and the 
transfer of that burden from the State 
to the wild lands results in an increased 
tax to the wild lands of one and one-
half milIs .. 
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That represents the extreme limit to 
which this Legislature can go in im
posing a special tax upon the wild lands. 
If it is the desire of the Legislature 
that the wild lands should pay any ad
ditional tax beyond the mill and a half 
which they will have to pay under the 
Deasy bill, so called, that increase must 
come from a general increase in the 
tax of the State. There must be a 
uniform increase of the State tax. So 
we are brought face to face with these 
three propositions: 

First, whether the Legislature desires 
to put any additional burden upon the 
wild lands-whether you wish to im
pose any additional tax upon them, at 
all. If ;\,ou do, then you come to the 
second proposition, how much of an 
increased tax will you impose? And 
then you come to the third proposi
tion, how will the money obtained from 
this increased taxation be distributed? 

Now I am going to assume that there 
will be no difference (if opinion in this 
body that the wild lands ought to pay 
a larger tax than they now pay-that 
they ought to pay a larger tax than 
they will pay by reason of the passage 
of the Deasy bill. • Representatives of the wild lands came 
before the Committee on Taxation, at 
our public hearing, and they expressed 
a willingness-they expressed their as
sent to paying an additional tax of three 
mills; that is, a tax of one and one
half mills more than they would be ob
liged to pay under the Deasy bill. And 
such an increase cannot be considered 
unreasonable or unfair. The wild lands 
are today paying a State tax of three 
mills. They pay a county tax at an 
average rate throughout the State of a 
mill and a quarter. Under the Deasy 
bill they would pay another mill and a 
half. Under this bill, if it receives a 
passage, they will pay still another mill 
and a half. That would make the total 
tax on the wild lands of the State seven 
and one-quarter mills; and, when you 
consider that the average rate of taxa
tion on other property of the State is 
more than three times as much, cer
tainly no one can complain that thiS 
imposes an unreasonable, excessive or 
unjust tax upon them; so that this bill 
will not be objected to because it is ex
cessive, unfair or unreasonable. 

On the other hand, it has seemed to' 
the committee that the embarrassment 
of distributing a larger sum of money 
would offset any advantage which might 
be obtained from going any further in 
the taxation of the wild lands this 
year. We have felt that, if we doubled 
the tax on the wild lands---if, instead 
of paying three mills to the State, they 
should pay six mills, whiCh will be the 
result if this bill goes through, that you 
had then carried that tax of the wild 
lands as far as you could conv'eniently 
or satisfactorily; and so we believe, on 
the first proposition, that they should 
pay an increased tax. 

On the second proposition we believe 
that a mill and a' half is neither exces
sive nor too low, but that it is just 
right; and til at brings us to tile third 
proposition of how you will distribute 
this mill and a half which you are to 
take by this increased State tax. 

Now, if the purpose of the Legisla
ture, and the sole purpose, was merely 
to impose a tax upon the 'eVild lands
if there was no desire to take money 
from one town and give it to another 
-if there were no selfish motives ac
tuating any of the members of this 
body-if our purpose was simply to put 
an extra tax on the wild lands, and 
nothing more, then the only logical 
method of distribution would be in ac
cordance with valuation. 

The wild lands of the State have a 
valuation approximately of $42,000,000. 
The total valuation of the entire State 
is practically four hundred and twenty 
millions. In other words, the wild lands 
contribute about one-tenth. The valua
tion of the wild lands is about one-tenth 
of the total valuation of the entire State. 
If you should distribute nine-tenths of 
the money which is received from this 
increased tax among the cities and 
towns in accordance'Nith their valua
tion, you would then return to every 
city and town precisely the amount 
which you would take from that city 
or town under this increased tax. The 
other ten per cent. amounting to $65,-
000, which would come from the wild 
lands, you could then distribute among 
those cities and towns, either on the 
present basis of a school population, or 
in accordance with valuation. Under 
such a distribution, no town or city 
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would lose. Every town or city would 
gain its proportionate part of the taxes 
which you exacted from the wild lands. 

But, Mr. President, no such proposi
tion as that, however logical. could pass 
this Legislature. We are too apt to 
consider the effect of any bill upon our 
own town. "Ve are too desirous of ob
taining all the advantage possible for 
the towns which we especially repre
sent. WE- would not favor such a prop
osition if we thought by some other 
plan we' could get more money at the 
expense of other and neighboring cities 
and towns. The committee thought 
that, while that would be the logical 
method of distribution, if our sole pur
pose was to impose an extra tax on the 
wild lands, that no such bill could pass 
this Legislature. On the other hand, 
the committee by a majority 'Of its mem
bers, was opposed to any increase of 
the State tax to be distributed solely 
in accordance with the present unfair 
and inequitable method of distribution. 
The result was that the committee, after 
considering half a dozen different meth
ods and half a dozen different views, 
compromised upon this measure, which 
we believed was the only satisfactory 
bill which could possibly pass this Leg
islature. 

That bill does not represent my own 
individual views. I gave my consent 
to that proposition with extreme re
luctance. I did so because I firmly be
lieved it was either that bill or it was 
nothing-that we must either pass this 
bill, or we must go home and tell our 
constituents that we had been unable 
to put any substantial tax upon the 
wild lands of the State; and I firmly 
believe that is the proposition which 
you must meet face to face at this 
time. 

That bill represents the combined judg
ment of the members of the committee 
on taxation. It does not represent their 
individual views. It is just like an or
dinary jury verdict, where, for instance, 
a verdict in a damage case in which 
perhaps, a man has lost a leg, and a 
jury gives him a verdict of $2,318.11. No 
individual member of that jury believes 
that that precise sum represents the 
exact damage which the plaintiff has 
suffered. No member of the jury be
lieves that that represents the exact 

value of the leg which he has lost. It 
is the combined judgment, however, of 
the members of that jury. It is a re
sult obtained by splitting differences
by reconciling divergent and confiict
ing ,·iews. It is the combined judgment 
'Of the jury as a whDle. althDugh it does 
not commend itself to the individual 
judgment of the s('\"eral members com
posing the jury. 
If I had my way, and were allowed to 

draw a tax bill for this Legislature, I 
should draw it along different lines. 
If to any other member of that commit
tee were delegated the same authority, 
he would make substantial modifications 
and alterati.ons in this bill and the re
sult would be-because I assume that 
members of this Senate would ha\"e the 
same difference of opinion-that you 
could not get any legislation along this 
line, this vdnter. 

vVhat is the objection to the amend
ment offered by the senator from vVal
do? In the first 'place, to answer his 
suggestions, while certain cities and 
towns would gain more to have every 
dollar of this increased tax distributed 
according to school population, no city 
or \own will gain by his amendment, 
because you simply strike out of this 
bill the on" mill which will be distributed 
according to valuation, and leave simp1y 
a half a mill to be distributed in accord
ance with school population. In other 
words, if you pass this bill, you give his 
town. and every town in the State, the 
same benefit; and they stand exactly 
in the same position with respect to the. 
h~lf-mi11 that they would stand in if 
you eliminated this mill. In addition 
to that, every city and town in the 
State gains one-tenth of one mill-one
tenth of one per cent. on the amount 
of tax which it raised under this bill. 
For instance, and it is 'lasily appar
ent, if a town of one million dollars 
Yaluation under this extra mill would 
have to raise a thousand dollars addi
tion for State tax, it WQuid receive 
back from the State just $1100. It would 
receive baek ten per cent. additional. 
It would receive back its proportionate 
part, which would be ten per cent. of 
the money contributed by the wild lands. 
So that, if you adopt that amendment, 
you do not benefit any city or town, 
and you deprive evry city and town in 
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the State of Maine of one-tenth of the 
amount which it would contribute under 
this bill. You are depriving them of just 
that much. So that. if you pass this bill 
without the amendment, you do not do 
injury to any town in the State, but 
give every town and city in the State 
the benefit of this ten per cent addi
tional return from the State, every dol
lar of which comes from the wild lands 
of the State. 

There are many objections to carry
ing the present method of distribution 
any further. It is at the first view ap
parent that a distribution in accord
ance with school population is the most 
satisfactory method to adopt; but there 
is a limit in that direction to which 
we can safely g-o, and beyond which 
we cennot g-o. When you have reached 
that limit, you should stop; and I be
lieve that we have reached that limit 
now. I believe, to add six hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars to our present 
school fund, to be distributed accord
ing to the present method of distribu
tion, would be extremely unjust and 
extremely embarrassing. How is it dis
tributed now? The superintendents in 
the several cities and towns of the 
State make a return to the State super
intendent of schools of the number of 
children in that town or city between 
the ages of five and twenty-one years. 
The State school fund is then distrib
uted among those children, and each 
city or to\vn receiYes its proportional 
part. In the first place, that method 
is a great temptation to fraud. There 
,vas evidence before our committee, and 
many facts were brought out in the dis
cussion, to show that great dishonesty 
exists at the present time in the re
turns which' are made to the State su-

Furthermore the number of scholars 
in a town is not the sale factor in de
termining the needs of that town. The 
present method of distribution does not 
consider at all the quality or the char
acter of education furnished, nor does 
it consider the needs of the several 
cities and towns. Of course, this money 
ought to be distributed in such a way 
that it will relieve the towns which 
most need relief and will afford the least 
assistance to those cities and towns 
which are best able to take care of 
themselves. But, does it do so at the 
present time? Why, Mr. President, 
there are some towns in this State which 
are taxing themselves nine mills on the 
dollar for the support of their common 
schools. There are other towns in the 
State which are taxing themselves three 
mills on the dollar. But you give to 
the town which is taxing itself nine 
mills on the dollar precisely the same 
amount and no more than you give to 
the town which is taxing itself three 
mills. Is that proportional? Is that 
fair? Is that in accordance with the 
needs of those towns? 

If you enlarge upon the present meth
od of distribution, you simply take it 
from some towns and you give it to 
others. Take, for instance, the case of 
the city of Portland. If this whole mill 
and a half \vere to be distributed in 
accordance with school population, you 
would take from the city of Portland 
the sum of $42,000 a year and you would 
give that money to other cities and 
towns throughout the State and one of 
the cities to which you would give a 
large part of that money would be the 
city of Biddeford. The city of Bidde
ford today is taxing itself one and two
tenths mills for schools. That is the 

perin ten dent. Evidence was produced burden which rests upon the people of 
showing that one town had uniformly Biddeford. The city of Portland taxes 
added one hundred to the number of itself for schools three and seven-tenths 
scholars which its census return showed. mills. In other words, the city of Port
If you should ask the State superin- land is today taxing itself more than 
tendent of schools, he would tell you three times as much for its schools as 
that he had not a particle of doubt the city of Biddeford; and yet, contin
from the condition of affairs in his office uing the present method of distribution, 
and from the condition of affairs as he you would take $42,000 more out of the 
has found them, that great fraud was city of Portland which taxes itself three 
perpetrated all over the State of Maine and seven-tenths mills, in order that 
in these returns; and, if you extend you could give a large part of it to 
that any further. you are enlarging that the city of Biddeford which only taxes 
temptation to dishonesty. itself one and two-tenths mills. To use 
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a familiar expression. I ask you whether 
that is fair? 

Take the city of Lewiston which would 
be a tremendous gainer if you should 
pass a bill along the lines suggested by 
the senator from Waldo. The city of 
Lewiston taxes itself one and six-tenths 
mills on the dollar. and you would take 
from the city of Portland. taxing itself 
three and seven-tenths mills. $42.000. in 
order to give a large part of it to the 
city of Lewiston which only taxes itself 
one and six-tenths mills. Is that a fair 
and just distribution? Is there any call 
for taking the money out of one town 
and giving it to another without any re
gard to what that city or town is itself 
doing for educational purposes? One 
town runs its school 20 weeks and an
other town runs 40 weeks. One does 
just twice as much for education as the 
other and you would give just as much 
to the town. under the present system. 
for maintaining a school for 20 .weeks 
that you do to the other town for main
taining its school for 40 weeks; and so 
I suggest that there are many other 
considerations. I will refer to one par
ticularly. In the cities of Biddeford and 
Saco and in all the manufacturing cen
ters there is a large foreign population
children who do not attend the public 
schools-who are not educated at the 
public charge. Less than half of the 
children of the city of Biddeford are in 
the public schools. More than half of 
them are educated at private expense 
in the parochial schools and elsewhere. 
and yet you pay to the city of Biddeford 
the same amount for every scholar in 
that city. only half of whom are educat
ed by the eity or by the State, that you 
do to another city or town where every 
seholar has to be educated by the town 
and by the State and you do not take 
into account what the city or town is 
to do along the line of education. I can
not imagine any system that would per
mit any more inequality-any more in
justice than the present system; and 
I certainly should object to seeing that 
system with all its inequality and its 
injustice. carried to any further ex
treme. 

There are many other reasons beyond 
mere compromise why this money should 
be, partly at least, distributed in accord
ance with valuation. One of the most 

serious probl'3ms which the committee 
on taxation has had to consider this 
'winter in following' the suggestions of 
the tax com mission, has been to de
vise some means whereby the cities 
and towns of the State could be com
pelled to value property at its full. just. 
fair market value. There is a marked 
tendency all over the State for a town 
to undervaluE' its property in order that 
it may shift the burden of State and 
county taxes upon its neighboring cities 
and towns. 17Vhen you have passed this 
bill, distributing two-thirds of this money 
among the eities and towns in accord
ance with thE,ir valuation, you not only 
distribute it to them in the same way 
that you took it from them-you not 
only give back to them the money you 
took away from them with ten per cent. 
more to every city and town in the 
State, but you encourage every city and 
town in the State to value its property 
at its full, fair value. Any city or town 
which reduces the valuation of its prop
erty-any city or town which values its 
property at only a percentage of its 
just value in order to throw over upon 
another city an unfair burden of the 
State and county taxes, suffers in the 
distribution of this money; and so, Mr. 
President, we believe that this bill, while 
it is not ideal-while it is not altogether 
scientific and wholly logical-is never
theless the most satisfactory method 
which this Legislature can adopt for the 
larger taxation of the wild lands of the 
State; and we believe that you must 
decide whethE,r you will take this bill, or 
whether you will return home and tell 
your constituents that you have not 
responded to their demand for an in
creased tax upon wild lands. 

Mr. EATON of Washington: Mr. Pres
ident and Gentlemen of the Senate: 

,Ve have bE,fore us at this time one of 
the most important questions consid
ered by this body during this session. 
As the act under consideration is a de
parture from our regular method of 
taxation and establishes a precedent 
that may be far reaching in its results 
and like a boomerang, may work dis
astrously upon the very people it is 
meant to protect. 

If this method of taxation can be 
used, what is to prevent its being em
ployed against the towns and planta-
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tions. that is, to take money from the 
towns and plantations and give it to the 
cities, or from the cities and give it to 
the towns and plantations? Its object, 
of course, is to doom the wild land O,,",'ll

ers to an extra tax put on in a round
about and unheard of way. The reason 
of this, as was openly stated in the 
House, is that the wild lands are not 
paying their full share of the taxes, 
although they are paying the same rate 
as other property and at a valuation 
nearer its cash value than any other 
property in the State. I claim first, 
that if the lands were given credit for 
what they should have credit for, that 
no property in the State pays so much 
into the State treasury; and secondly, 
that the lands are now assessed, taking 
them as a whole, for all they are worth, 
and if this measure goes through, at 
more than they could be sold for. 

Let us for a few moments review the 
history of these lands. Many years 
ago the State in good faith sold these 
lands and gave warranty deeds to the 
purchasers, and the purchasers sup· 
posed they had perfect titles to the 
same. These people have all passed 
away and the lands are now owned by 
entirely different persons. After many 
years the State claimed the right, which 
I believe has never been tested, to use 
the lands as one Y:lst game and fish 
proserve. From this privilege the State 
is TIfHV rf'eeiving annually about $42,-
000 from fines and license fees collected 
from the fish and game department. A 
census of the visitors, hunters and fish
erment was made in 1902 in the inland 
tPrritory of Maine, resulting as fol
lows: 133,885 visitors came into the in
terior part of the State that year; 1401 
male help were employed by them; 
$153,541 was paid out in wages to this 
llelp, and nearly as much was paid out 
for female help in the various hotels 
and camps; and $1,371,201 was paid out 
in board in the various places, and over 
five and one-half million dollars had 
been invested in camps, hotels. etc., not 
to say anything of the benefits that 
came to tho railroads, Bteamboats, etc. 
Credit to the wild lands what they real
ly should be credited with from this 
amount and add to it the assessed taxes, 
and no property in the State pays one-

half as much income to the State. Not 
being satisfied with claiming the wild 
lands as a fish and game preserve with 
the great danger it brings to the land 
from fire, the State has lately through 
the decision of the supreme court 
claimed a right to restrict the cutting, 
which may mean to the land owners 
either confiscation or a great loss of 
value. 

Let me give you an illustration. 
Two young men last fall bought a tract 
of 4000 acres of hard cut land, intending 
to cut it immediately for pulp wood, 
pufting their last dollar into the trans
action. Supposing the State should 
have said to thim "you must not cut be
low a certain size," that size prohibit
ing them from cutting a stick from the 
tract, what would fJave been the result? 
Not being ahle to hold, they would have 
to sell at any price, or else let it re
turn to the State for taxes. Can the 
State afford to take such a position as 
this? ,Vould it not be better for the 
State if the forests are necessary to 
the welfare of the State, to buy four or 
five townships at the heads of our 
rivers each year at their present value 
and then control the cutting even at 
the price land is now held at, it would 
be cheaper to buy than to reforest later 
on, as it costs at least $10 per acre to 
set out young trees, and then there is the 
uncertainty of their living, whereas the 
natural growth would be sure to live. 
Now the State comes forward with the 
act under discussion, which places a 
tax of 1 1-2 mills on a dollar according 
to the valuation upon the wild lands, to 
be distributed to the cities, towns and 
plantations one-third according to the 
number of scholars and two-thirds ac
cording to the valuation, strictly in 
violation of Section 8 of Article 9 of the 
Constitution of Maine, which reads as 
follows: "All taxes upon real and per
sonal estate assessed by authority of the 
State "hall be apportioned a.nd assessed 
equally according to the just value 
thereof." Up to the present time the 
aRsessments have been thus made and 
the wild lands have paid the same taxes 
as the town", citie" or municipalities 
have, and in addition to this have taken 
care of their own roads and highways. 

In debate in the House the 25th inst. 
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it was stated that the lands have in
creased in value 120 per cent. in ten 
years. 'I'he assessed value of many of 
these towns has Increased from 150 to 
300 per cEnt. 

Six years ago an effort was made i.O 

increase the tax on wild lands on a 
different basis from other kinds of 
property, but it was decided by the su
preme court that it was unconstitu
tional, and now in this act an attempt 
is made to do the same thing in anoth
er way, or by the school system. It is 
thought by some of our best lawyers to 
be unconstitutional, but, says a speaker 
in the House when referring to the 
constitutionality of this act after ac
knowledging that good authorities differ 
on this paint and thjlt he himself was in 
doubt, "let us make the assessment and 
let the courts decide it." What condi
tion would the State find itself in after 
an assessment had been made on every 
town, City and plantation and collec
tions had been made, to find it uncon
stitutional. The whole assessment In 
that case would be illegal and the State 
would find itself in a aeplorable situa
tion indeed. 

Under the Deasy act, which has just 
passed this Legislature, a fire district 

has been established and 1 1-2 mills is 
to be used as forest protection, thus re
lieving the State from makIng appro
priations for that purpose. This is to 
be assessed on the wild lands alone. If 
1-2 mill more be raised for school pur
poses. this added to the 1 1-2 mills, 
which the wild lands are now taxed for, 
make two mills for school purposes and 
would give the schools more than they 
really need for their support. 

Mr. Smith, the School Superintendent, 
says that 1 1-2 mills would not be need
ed by over ilalf the schools. What is to 
become of the balance not needed. This 
act is also unjust in its distribution to 
the cities, towns and plantations, unjust 
in its distribution whether taken by 
valuation 01' scholars. Should this one
half mi!I extra be extravagantly ex
pended on Ule schools just to get an ex
tra tax from the wild lands '? 

I have a statement here showing how 
this one and one-half mill tax accord
ing to valuation would affect the dif
ferent counties: 
State v'tluation ................ $428,212,465 00 
1% mill tax ..................... 642,318 70 
2-3 re~urned on valuation.... 428,212 46 
1-3 returned on scholars...... 214,106 24 

Rate of return to cities, towns and plan
tations, 73% of tax on valuation basis and 
$1.02 per scholar. 
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LINCOLN COLNTY. 
Boothbay Harbor .............. . 
,Valdoboro .................... . 
Damariscotta .................. . 
Somerville .................... . 

OXFORD COUNTY. 

~~~i;~~:·:::::::::·.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.~ 
Gilead ........................ . 
Grafton ....................... . 
Magalloway Pit ............... . 
T,incoln PIt .................... . 
Milton PIt ..................... . 
Greenwood .................... . 

PENOBSCOT COUNTY. 
Bangor ........................ . 
Newport ...................... . 
Argyle ........................ . 
Chester ....................... . 
Sta.cyville PIt ........................ . 
Lakeville Pit .................. . 
Grand Falls Pit ............... . 

PISCATAQUIS COUNTY. 
Dover ......................... . 
Milo ., ......................... . 
Abbott ........................ . 
Monson ........................ . 
Lake View Pit ................. . 
Elliottsville Pit ................ . 

SAGADAHOC COUNTY. 
Bath .......................... . 
,Vest Bath .................... . 
Perkins ....................... . 
Bowdoin ....................... . 

SOMERSET COUNTY. 
Skowhegan .................... . 
Madison ....................... . 
Fairfield ...................... . 
Moscow ....................... . 
Brighton PIt .................. . 
Dead River PIt ................ . 
Mayfield Pit ................... . 

WALDO COUNTY. 
Belfast ........................ . 
Islesborough ................... . 
Northport ..................... . 
Waldo ......................... . 

WASHINGTON COUNTY. 
Calais ............... ·········· . 
Eastport ....................... . 
Trescott ....................... . 
Baileyville .................... . 
Cutler ......................... . 
Edmunds ................ ······ . 
Lubec ......................... . 
Talmadge ..................... . 
Cody ville Pit .................. . 

YORK COUNTY. 
Biddeford ..................... . 
Kennebunk .................... . 
Old Orchard ................... . 
York ......................... . 
Kittery ........................ . 
Shapleigh ..................... . 

2 96 
2 63 
4 59 
1 64 

You call see that when we take this 
rna tter according to scholars, there is 
the same 'inequality as when we take it 
for counties. Neither of them show a 
fair or just distribution of the money 

3 13 taken from wild lands and lJut into 
3 05 these places. 
3 01 
3 99 
4 90 

10 36 
15 74 
10 81 

2 08 
2 05 

4 29 
3 12 
1 98 
1 78 
1 65 
5 93 
5 62 

3 61 
2 82 
2 02 
1 80 
4 08 

10 92 

3 44 
3 77 
3 82 
2 30 

3 86 
3 84 
2 61 
2 16 
1 60 
5 04 
9 23 

3 (;5 
4 fi8 
5 16 
2 07 

And we came across another difficulty 
in this and one that truubled us more 
than anything I know of, when we un· 
dertook, a:'l our Committee on Appro
priations had to do, to figure U,) whaL 
the tax woulc1 be according to the 
amount appropriated so far, and what 
the tax rate for 1909 would be we called 
it three mills; and it will take all the 
surplus w,,' had when we started, Janu
ary 1, to make it come out three mills, 
for that j'par; but when we come to 
1910, if we pass this act, it will make It 
five mills. What are we going to say 
to the people in the tow ns and villages 
and plantations when it (,omes around 
to election day. We havE' taxed them 
two mills more than has been taxed for 
the past eight or ten years. We may 
say and may try to prove to them,. as 
we can prove to you, that one and one
half mills was taken from the wild 
lands, and that the difference between 
one-third and three-quarters of a mill 
was appropriated for roadR, making the 
two mills difference. That is easily e"
plained here; but how are we going to 
E'xplain it to the voters all over the 
State. This whole amount has got t', 
be assessed and the farmer has got to 
put his hand in his pocket and take the 
money out-this almost double tax
five mills against three. ,Vhere he had 
a tax of $30.00, he is going to pay in 
1910, $50.00. If he has a tax of $300.00, 

2 26 he will have to pay a tax of $500.00. 
2 06 And you may tell him as much as you 
1 42 please tha t hE> has not paid any more 
i ~~ tax but he has taken the extra two 
1 54 mills out of his pocket, it nCver gets 
1 79 back there and he never sees it, and you 
4 13 can never make him see it. It may be 
4 90 that it eomes back to him indirectly, 

but he would have to pay a tax almost 
~ !i double what he had paid the year before 
6 29 as it seems to him. 
5 53 I will aho state right here. in answer 
~ !~ to something said by one of the Sena-

A verage return per scholar for 
whole State ................... $3 05 

tors, that these wild lands were given 
away in the early history of the State 
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to those \vl1o paid almost nothintr for 
them; (and T want to illnstrate it by 
something that came lIndl'I" rny O'V11 ob
s{'rvation), that these lands "\vel'l' sold, 
of ('ourse, parl~~ in the history of the 
fOlale. at what "e('med to be a low price. 
There was no market then for land and 
no rnarkt:'t f()l' Rtumpage; and those 
hinds had to he held Y'';lrs uncut. I 
kIlnw (If a to\vn:-:.hip of land that v;;as 
UOUgl1t ab()ut sixty years ago, if I re
rn('be1' COI'l'C'cLly, at f):2 eents an acre. 
About ('ight ,\--ears ago that to\VnSlllV 
~old for fuul' dollars an :I('re. If you 
figllI'(, that IIp carefully, you \vill see 
that tlH' Statl' n1nde a gain. for jf the 
~tate 11<'Hl put its ~ixty-two cents out at 
interest, it \\'0111(1 have cost the State 
oyer $ l.00 an acre to hold this land; and 
tll;1 t \vollld HppI.\' to hl1!lClreds of to\vn· 
ships in th" State of Maine today. 
'TIl(' pal'O' "\v110 ;-:;old a (Juart0r interest 
in that town maue <l 10RS on IllS pur
C'11asl'. 

Gc'ntlemen, even snould you leave off 
the one mill and tax the lands tile five 
mills. I predict that the time will not be 
long in coming when the State \\'ill so 
''':Ike up to the need of preserving the 
forests that "ild lands \\'ill be nearly if 
not entirely exempt from taxation. Pur
Slle tlle systern you are about to inaugu
rate and in 26 ypars you will have our 
beautiful State of :\iaine a barren waste 
like Palestine, parts of Scotland. some of 
the islands in the Mediterranean and cer
tain parts of China. No verdure, no soil. 
only ::t drC'ary ,vaste, a placE' to flee frm11 
rather than a place to livE' in and enjoy. 

Other states are beginning to wake up 
to the need of preserYing the forests. and 
Governor Douglas of Massachusetts. a 
fe,Y years ago tried to pass an act ex
enlpting all tiInber tracts in his state 
from taxation. The State needs its for
ests to preserve its wonderful water 
po\ver. One rnillion horse power in our 
State today, only one thousandth part 
as yet developed. It needs the forests to 
keep the soil from being carried from our 
hills and mountains to the sea. Tho
sands of acres are being carried to tho 
sea each year from the rivers of the 
\\'orld. and only l<l8t week T sa\\' a state
ment ,vhere certain states and countries 
are planning to set out tr<'es. bushes and 
grasses along the river banks to prevent 

the great waste of soil. Is it not cheaper 
and vdser to C0111111enCe novv to encourage 
light c.utting and save our forests rather 
than to so legislate that the owners of 
our "i1<1 lands will be compelled to cut 
hea \'ily to ]lay the interest and tax 
charges? 

The Constitution of our State is one of 
the finest in the Union, written by wise 
amI noble men of whom ,ye are justly 
proud, and for sa years it has carried us 
safely. Can ,,'e at tllis time afford to 
yary from it in our 10gislation. The 
House, s",'ayed by a single nH~mber 

"'hose ability wc cannot but respect, has 
voted to take this departure. It does 
not seem possible that this conservative 
body can be so inftuenced, and by calm 
unbiased judgment will, I bope, decide 
against this 111easure. 

:i\lR 'YHF-ELleR of Cumberland: Mr. 
Presirlent:-I do not wish to weary ~ile 

Senate aud I assure you I will be ex
tremely brief in my rejoinder to the 
Senator from Wasrington. I would not 
advocate any measure ,yhich I believed 
would result in the ,yholesale destruction 
of tile forests of ':\1ain8. I believe that 
any member of this Senate can perform 
no more patriotic service to the State 
tllan to bend every effort to secure legiS
lation for the preservation and perpetua
tion of the forests of this State; but, Mr. 
Prosic1Pllt, if you should figure ,vith pen
cil and paper to see ,.-nat the effect of 
this tax would be upon the wild lands of 
th" StnV"-if you should figure it out in 
accordance \yitll the acreage and Rhould 
find that it would only increase a few 
cents an acre the tax wllich they are 
nO,y paying, I am s:ure you would reach 
the conclusion that no owner of wild 
land would strip the I<lnd of the forests 
for the sake of escaping this trifling tax. 

The argument of the Senator as to the 
unequal distribution of tne amount, it 
Se8111S to mp is neither ingenious nor in
genuous. He says that the county of 
Somerset would lose six thousand dollars; 
lmt in reaching such a result, he must 
include the tax "'hich you would tal<e 
from the wild lands of that county. The 
towns of Somerset county would not lose 
six thousand dollars. The towns of 
Somerset county will gain under this bill. 
Of course. in any county where there is a 
large extent of ,,'ild lands, and that is 
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what we are taxing intentionally in this tion of this amendment? You know that 
bill-of course in such a county, the would not result. You know and you 
county will lose, but the loss comes must know of but one result which can 
from the wild land, and that is where "e follow the adoption of this amendment, 
intend that the loss shall come from. and that is that it would bury this whole 
It does not come from the towns. The 
money goes back to the town, in order 
that the wild lands may assist the 
towns with their burden of taxation. 
The same is true as to Franklin and 
Piscataquis counties, also mentioned by 
the Senator. 

With reference to the embarrassment 
which would resllit from this increased 
tax, the amendment wl1ich I offered at 
the beginning of this session provided 
that the amount which the town should 
receive under this distribution should be 
due and have been raised by this town 
in accordance with Section 13 of Chapter 
15 of the Revised Statutes which re
quires towns to raise not less than 80 
cents per inhabitant; so that the town 
may correspondingly reduce its local ap
propriation for scllools. It may make a 
reduction in its local appropriation to 
offset the amount which it will receive 
from the State in the distriblltion; and 
if a town receives such a sum that it is 
not necessary for that to"\yn to raise any
t1ling, but on the other hand it receives 
money from the State without raising 
anything for schools, it sinlply is so 
much money from the wild lands of the 
State which it may use for school~
which it may use for better schools
which it may use for improved educa
tional facilities; and will any senator 
argue that that is against the interests 
of the public. 

One \vord more with reference to the 
amendment which is pending before us, 
and ,..-hich, I believe, is the pending 
question. The same amendment was of
ferred in the other branch of this legis
lature. Thirty-one votes 'were registered 
in its favor and over 90 votes ,yere re
corded against it. TI1() same amendlllent 
wbich is no,v offered to us 'was rejected 
in tbe other branch by a vote of three 
to one. If you adopt that amendment, 
it th0n goes back to thE' House for con
current action. Does any member of tbis 
Senate believe that those ninety odd 
members of the House would recede and 
concur with the 30 members in the adop-

wild land taxation problem between 
these two Houses. That is the only re
sult you can accomplish; and you w3,nt 
to keep that in mind wh"n YOll vote on 
this proposition. 

Mr. ,VARREN of Cumberland: Mr. 
President: I suppose no more important 
question has come before us this winter 
tban thE' one now under consideration. 
,Ve havE' been appropriating money all 
through this session for one thing an? 
another, and we now bave got to pro
vide tbe money ,,,ith which to pay those 
appropriations. In addition to this we 
already have to provide the revenue that 
is requiJ:<~d. I sball speak more highly 
for this bill than did tbe man who was 
chairIllan of the conlnliiiee froDl which 
it eman:lted. I will congratulate that 
COlll111ittE'e-, for -\\"e know it has been a 
hard-\yol'king C0111111ittee all tnrough the 
winter. :Ind that they nave bad many 
propositions filed for them, and that they 
ha ye had to lTIeet all kinds of questions 
in bring-'ing forth what seems to me so 
simple, so adequate and equilable a bill 
as this one \vhich is no\\' before us. It lS 

not ideal. K 0 tax bill ever yet was ideal; 
and I dn not kno\v as any ever V\~ill 'be, 
but I bE,lieve it adjusts the question of 
tax in n llr State as well as it possibly 
can be done, and I do not believe in he 
amendnlt'nt, but shall vote for the bill 
as it stf,nds. 

I would like, however, to answer one or 
t \YO of thp oJbjeC'Uons tIla:: are 111ade to 
this bill. iliat baye be-en made tbis afte'" 
nOon. Indeed, they ar0 i l~e ,'alll) ('bj('C'
tions that -n:e have h~~ 1 hral'ing' all 
through the 'winter, for this is one of the 
things ahaut vilhich \\-8 ar.' not jp:nol'ant. 
I nn1 not preparC'd to ~lci'~' wiLll th·; R.i 1118 

(1uthority, and by tlv~ h')(l1:;:, n.~ th0~3C "yno 
have preceded ll1E', IJI'~ \v:~l on Iv SIJl'uk in 
a general way. 

The question has lJe'tl raised ')f 1.he 
value of these lands, IH' r:lthpr, as I-las 
oft~n been stated. that these lands are 
not held entirely by the people who are 
taxed. In other words that they have 
not the entire ownership of these lands, 
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but that it is retained by the State as a 
hunting and fishing preserve, and is of 
vast value to the State. This, I admit, 
is true, but this has nothing to do with 
the question that Is before us. It does 
have to do with the question of the valu
ation of these lands for a hunting and 
fishing privilege belonging to the owners, 
and they could control these privileges 
as they do in Canada. Of course the 
vallUe of the land would be more. It is 
worth just as much an acre except for 
one thing, and that is the greater risk 
of fire; but if it were not for this greater 
risk of fire the valuation of these lands 
would be higher. The valuation of the 
land is a sort of concensus of opinion of 
what it would sell for, is it not? Isn't it 
a matter of what lands somewhat like it 
and under lil{e conditions have sold for; 
an.d, if it were freer from risk of fire and 
if the hunting and fishing privileges 
could be sold, wouldn't it stand at a 
higher valuation. If we think the valua
tion is wrong, we can adopt means for 
bettering it; but the question of valua
tion is not before us at all. I am willing 
to believe that it is fair as valuation 
goes. If you meet upon that, there are 
inequalities outside of that. We have 
nothing to do with the matter of valua
tion here. We have nothing to do with 
anything except the rate. It is the rate 
which we are considering. 

These wild lands, I think we all agree, 
should contribute to the expenses of the 
State-the general expenses, and they 
have in the three mills, they have here
tofore been paying the general expenses 
of the State and the legislative expenses; 
because the administration of asylums 
and the State Prison and the State Uni
versity are expenses, to which these 
lands have contributed payment in times 
past and they are dOing it still under the 
existing law. Another general expense is 
the cost of education; and these lands 
have contributed to that to the same ex
tent and the State has contributed what 
was embodied in the mill and a half. 

I can remember very distinctly when 
the mill tax was first originated. I can 
remember the discussion over it. It was 
then a single mill. The half-mill has 
been added since. It was a measure, I 
believe, of vast value to the State of 

Maine, and has done lUS a great deal of 
good, and the mill and a "alf is doing us 
good; but there is a margin of education 
to which the State has never contributed. 
The cities and towns have taxed them
selves in even greater measure for edu
cation than the State has contributed 
towards it. I see no reason why these 
wild lands should not contribute to the 
general average education of the State; 
and this bill proposes to do it to the ex
tent of a mill and a half. It will still 
leave something to be paid by the mu
nicipalities interested, especially by thQse 
which provide the best schools. I believe 
the method which is proposed of dis
tributing this tax does justice better than 
it would be done if it were all distributed 
on the basis of scholars, for reasons 
which have already been stated. 

I see no reason why tHe State should 
not contribute somewhat to the wider 
range and higher grade of education 
which a city like Portland or nangor 
contributes for its scholars. It is for the 
public good; and I believe it is an equit
able way of distributing, to distribute 
the one mill on the basis of valuation. 

As to the question of constitutionality, 
I do not know anything about that. I 
would not vote for the bill if I thought it 
was unconstitutional. I would not vote 
for a bill if I thought it were inequitable. 
I do not think this bill is either. I do 
not believe, if this bill passes, we snall 
ever find out, for the Courts will not take 
it up, of their own accord, and if you 
were trying to stand your opponent off, 
you would a good deal rather he should 
think that your gun was loaded than to 
have him find out that it wasn't; and I 
believe these people will keep their un
tried and perhaps empty gun and stand 
guard over the next legislature with it. 
I do not helieve that it is inequitable. 'I.'.,e 
total tax proposed under this, as has al
ready been stated, will amount to seven 
and a quarter mills. The average valua
tion of the ,,'ild lands is $4.52 an acre. 
Tha.t will amount to about three and 
four-tenths cent:.:: per acre, or between 
three and four peer acre. That is not a 
very alarming sum. It is only as a man 
counts his holidays by the hundreds of 
thousands of acres thm It begins to be 
burdensome. And we should not be 



1132 LEGISLATIVE RECORD-SEXATE: MARCH 30. 

moved by our f:iympatl1.Y in this Inatter 
~o much as by the question of equities. 
I do not hclipvp myself that it hegins to 
approach a point where this timber will 
be cut off in order to save it from the 
burden of taxation. There is a principle 
as we know by which would land may be 
overtaxed and reRult in the denudation 
of th0 land and it is worth ,vniching to 
prevent permanent impairment: but I do 
not bel;"ve from what I know about it 
that we are beginning to approach that 
point or that ¥,re are an;\T'\vhere near it. 
There is no danger of that. There is 
one more thing that the State might do 
to levy a somewhat higner tax on these 
wild lands, and tlwt is [() go more ex
tensively into the matter of city lots. 
vVe have no such privil0ge before us this 
winter. It may come about and I think 
that those are approaching a point of 
ultimate taxation. I see no reason my
self why those lands should contribute 
to sidewalks and police, and sewers, etc., 
in the city of POl'tland 01' any other city. 
They should only contribute to the State 

Take the first section of the bill which 
provides that 1-2 a mill should be as
sesspcl on all property of the Statu for 
schools and apportioned to the se\'eral 
citie~, towns and plantations according 
to the number of scholars. This prop
osition takes money from the most of 
tIle h11'ge {'itip~ and gin's It to the small
PI' towns -l11d plantations. The amount: 
taken from any city is determined by 
the ratio of wealth comp[lred with the 
lHlmbe!' of pupils. and on the other hand 
the amount received by the poor town, 
depends lIpon the number of scholars 
compared to the valuation, 

Now at :first thought this seems to be 
an unfair distribution. but upon inyes
tigation you will find that prior to 1907 
the town" that were' Iwlped by the 
pro\'ision of a similar bIll to this ,,'ere 
raising and paying a larger pf'rC'entage 
on their ,'aluation for the support of 
schools than the larg0r towns and cities 
that weI',' affected ad\'ersly, and it Is 
my opinion that now ~,'en after the 
distribution of the last half mill as 

expensC's,-wlmte\,pr may be legitimate per the law of 1907 that the iarger and 
State expense, and to the cause of edu- richer towns are not raising so large 
cation. ,Ve have long ago settled this 'll1 amonn t according to their valuation 
principlp, that edueation IS for the pub- as the srnaller and poorf~r to¥.-·ns. If 
lie good and that the property of the you will ll,ear with me, I will give some 
State should pay for the ednpation of fig'urC's Sllo·wing the percentage raised 
the State; and I see no reason why it for school prior to 1907. These figures 
should not pay, as I previollsly said, for show the average percentage raised by 
the general average education in the towns that gain. and also by towns that 
Statl'. T hope that this amendment will lose for s('hools. The figures are given 
not I'r81'ail. but that the bill will be Ly conntil's under the school mill dis-
passf'd. tribl.ltion: 

Mr. TRVING of Aroostook: ;-'11'. Presi- Counties. 
dent and G'entlemen or tIle Senate: I Aroostook 
do not know as I could say a word that Androscoggin 
will help in the discussion of this prop- CumberlaJld ..... 
osition, whieh 1 consider to be a "ery Franklin 
important one. My thoughts in regard Hancock ....... . 
to it I have jotted down, and they will Kennebec 
be large I:" made up of showing how the Knox .......... . 
bill works practically. I will read what Lincoln . 
I have written: Oxford 
It appears to me that this question Penobscot 

Piscataquis 
Sagadahoc 
Somerset 
,'-aldo ... 
'Yashingtf)ll 
York .......... . 

Gain. 
3 '7-10 

9-10 
:;-10 

3 4-10 
7-10 (Eden) 
3-10 

3 7-10 
7 -10 

~ G-10 
3 
4 3-10 (DovAr) 

2-10 
6-10 
3-10 

3 7-10 
3 3-10 

Loss. 
1 9-10 

9-10 
5-10 
3-10 

1 8-10 
3-10 

2 
1-10 
4-10 
4-10 

2 9-10 
2-10 

2 4-10 
2-10 

5-10 

ought to be con~idered Or argued on two 
distinct and separate lines on ac('ount 
of the fact that while the whnle of the 
1 1-2 mill asspssment called for in the 
bill is for " speeific purpose, namely, 
schools, yet the wide difference of ap
portionment should be considered and 
each arguf'd on its nlerits. 

Kow it is evident, acocrding to these 
figures. tllat the poorer towns are now 
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raising' a larger percentage on their to about $200,000 more than was ap
'\~aluation than the larger towns and portioned last year, so it LlliR bill passes 
c-itie~, sO r conclude that it is eminently many towns will hn.ve an abundance of 
fair that the distribution or apportion- money without assessing any municipal 
ment be marje according to the scholars. tax whatever, for schools. Up to this 
rp to a point where the larger and roint I think we are all clear as to 
ricl10r towns pay an equal amount ac- the working of this bill. 
cOl'dillg to Yaluatioll, to the sr!l:.:dler and The amount received by the wild lands 
poorer towns for schools. Beyond that by this portion of the bill would be 
point such apportionment would be un- in round numbers $41,000; this amount 
fair legislation. Again, valuation ac- also to be apportioned back to the sev
('ol'ding tn the number or .seholars is a eral towns and cities according to valu
fnir proposition because the education ation. Now this is the part of the bill 
of the boys and girls is something that ilwt I emphatically object to for vari
b0nefits the whole State as nothing else ous reasons. I have tried to show that 
ean. It toucllPS every departmc'nt of it. at the present time the richer dties are 
It is right. in m>' opinion, to have ev- not paying so much on their valuation 
ery man's dollar taxed in equal propor- for the supoprt of schools as the poorer 
tion to educate the last and farthest towns and plantations, and if that IS 

away ])0,' and girl in the State. This true, and I can assure'you it is, would 
idea of apportionment per Rcholar up it not be eminently unfair to apportion 
to the point which I have indicated is this $41,000 (raised on the wild lands) 
on par with the law which changed from according to the valuation? Under this 
the oJa district system to the town sys- apportionment we will see how it will 
tern, and it is simply broadening the work. Take Piscataguis, for example
idea which we will all agree is a good there is about $9,000,000 worth of wild 
one. I want to say a few words in re- lands in the county. The tax On the 
gard to the last portion of the bill, same would be $9,000, and of that 
:which provides that One mill will be as- amount the city of Portland would get 
sessed On all the property of the State ~pproximatelY $1300 and the whole 
and apportioned according to the valua- county of PiscataquiS would get about 
tion. In order to simpllfy the (juestion $450, or in other words, Portland would 
we can deal directly with the amount get nearly four times as much as the 
raised on thc wild lands, as the amount entire county would receive. Again, the 
raisecl on the rest of the property is whole of the wild lands in the State are 
simpl>' this.-that each town will raise in eight of the counties, the other eight 
one mill on their valuation and pay it In· counties containing no wild lands. In 
to the State Treasury and the State will the counties where there are no wild 
pay the same amount back with the lands, are located fourteen of the twen
stipUlation that they use it for the sup- ty cities of the State. This apportion
port of common schools. It appears to ment according to valuation would give 
me as though this is unwiso legislation, 
because und ... r this bill it would give 
many towns more money from the State 
tlwn they eyer have had before from the 
State and municipal tax combined, and 
is it vdse to rE'lnOVe 0.11 responsihility 
from any town of raising' monC'y for the 
support of its schools?' 

This 11-2 mills will give to several 
towns in this State an amount equal to 
about 650 per capita, or about 10c per 
capita more than they are noV\' raising 
from mill flllld and municipal tax. Be
sides tllis on account oI' the increased 
valuation of the State and also increase 
from savings bank tax there will be 
apportioned to schools an amount equal 

thesE' fourteen cities over 35 per cent. 
of the $41,000 obtained from the wild 
land tax. Again, the eight counties hav
ing nO wild lands would get about $24,-
000, or 5G per cent. of the entire amount. 
Take the county of Franklin. It was 
asserted on the floor of the House last 
Friday that Franklin county under the 
provision of the amendment lost, ann 
under the whole bill gained. Part of 
this assertion was true and part of It 
was not true. Franklin county does 
gain under the apportionment according 
to the scholars about $500. It also 
gains under the provision of the whOl" 
bill, but this is the way it would work 
to apportion according to valuation,-
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Franklin has $3,225.000 "'ortll of wild 
land. The tax on tl1at at one mill is 
$3.220. Portland would get $'460 of this 
amount and the county of Franklin 
would get $92, Portland getting five times 
as much as the whole county of Franklin. 

Now we will take Penobscot which 
contains One of the large cities in the 
State, and is also located in a wild land 
county. Sec how the apportionment ac
cording' to yaluatinn -work:~ here. Penob· 
scot has $3.350,000 worlll of wild lands. 

The tax on that would be $3,350. The 
city of Bangor would gH nearly one
half of this amount and the other 63 
towns in the eount,' ,,"ould get the 
balance. Now there would bE' some rea
SOn in the argllInpnt of making distri
bution in that wao' if 13a'lgor was pay
ing more accoruing to val nation for the 
supporr: of her ScllOOls than the rest 
of the towns in 1",1' ('onnty, but such is 
not tIl!' casp. I find that many of th" 
smaller towns are raiSing a much larger 
anlonn,: than TIangor. For instance, the 
town of Argyle raises ~ 3-10 mills on 
her valuation for the support of com-
1110n s('hool~; GrpPTI yill€'. 4 S -10; Lin
coln. ! 4-10: Passauumkeag, 6 9-10; 
Drew. :; mills: Old Town. 3 6-1i1; Exeter, 
3 3-10, \yhile Ban?-;nl' is rai,sbl~~ 2 6-10, 
No\y i.;.: then' an,\" g'ood log-leal reason 
v;;Ly r,ang'or with its \\"«llth and many 
l~lxuri('s tl1:1t at'E' ('iPtlk<l tIle poorer 
tn\\'l1~ ~1}()1:1d W!t p:l~" ,-lS lnu!'h, at least, 
as tIlt' :-l1nall(,l' to\Tll;-;~' Is t':lere any 
g'o()(1 l'pa;-.;on why CYE'l'~" dolial' of Ban
g'or';.::: 1lIOll('Y :-:llould not pay [IS large a 
tax to c(luC'atp the ho~ Dna girl. as the 
poor small towns of the same county? 
Can anyone give a good logical reason 
why they should not do so? 

I lUl\"p hE'('n ShO\Ylllg' 111 a broad sense 
ho,,~ an assesSlnent or n distribution ac
cording to the valuation would work. 
Now. [ lun'e mad(' a fE'w figllrp,s and On
ly a very fev;. on some of the towns, 
showing 110W it would work in a prac
tical sens", and how it would effect the 
several towns, or a few of the towns; 
and I am not sure but what my figures 
would cut across the figures of the 
Senator from Washington, but I think 
these are nearly correct. I take four of 
the towns in Aroostook county, St. Fran
cis would get. per scholar, apportioning 
according to valuation, :l 1-2c each; St. 

Agatha would get 1 1-2c; Amity would 
get 6 1-20; and Houlton. the richest town 
in the county, would get 19c. Take the 
county of Hancock; Deer Isle, one of the 
poor towns of the county, 6 1-2c; Eden 
would get 55c por scholar. In the coun
ty of Kennebec. Unity Plantation would 
get 10c per scholar; Wayne would get 
13c; Waterville would get 19c; Augusta 
would get 23c. Take Cumberland coun
ty; South Portland would get 15 3-4c; 
Westbrook would get 17c; while Port
land wOlJld get 41c. Take PenObscot 
county: Greenfield would get ~c; Passa
dumkeag would get 7c; Patten would 
get 13c; IDxeter would get 12c and Ban
gor would get 29c; and without fear of 
contradiction, I think we would find we 
should g",t through the whole State, in 
the richer town the greater amount 
would come back, according to scholars. 

Now a word in regard to taxing of 
wild lands. The object of this bill is to 
get an increase of taxes on the wild 
lands. I am in sympathy with that. r 
think the wild lands ought to be taxed 
for a fair amount, and I am aware that 
if we have got the valuation of the wild 
lands in pOl'portion' to the valuation of 
the rest of the property of the State, 
\ye cannot equitably assess any tax on 
the wild land owners unless under the 
prOVision of some mill bill to be applied 
for some public utility, but why the mad 
rush to tax the wild lands espeCially for 
s~hools? ,YllY cannot a mill tax be as
sessed for the improYement of Our high
V\'ays or our bridges? True, up to date 
we have not done much in that direc
tion; but it can and ought to be brought 
about, a,,,d distribution ought to be fair
ly made from the revenue thus received. 

Gentlemen, we had better give care
ful thought to this measure before we 
vote to have it become a law. It is cer
tainly not right. It cannot stand. It 
is On par, the same in principle as the 
Bigelow bill; the same arguments used 
in favor of the Bigelow bill can be used 
in all fairness on this proposition, but 
but yet we voted that out as unfair and 
an unjust measure. 

r would say that I am arguing as I 
am for the principle of it. :t think it 1 .. 
wrong In principle. Under the provI
sion of this bill, in its entirely, I mean, 
no county will be benefited any more 
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tl1an the cOllnt~· in vvhich I live, for the 
reason that. nnder tile distribution of 
the mill tax. according to scholars, 
Aroostook 1'('C'vh¥C's more thaD uny other 
counl,' in the Rtate. Ro it is because 
I believe tlwt the principle is wrong, 
that I am against it. I do not believe 
it is fair tllat the property of the state 
shall he so taxed, lwcause while it does 
not make the poor man poorer, it does 
make the rich town richer, and it is an 
unfair distribtldon as I sec it. I can
not conceiye of any reason 110"'· anyone 
can logic;llly j)c>lie\"c in that proposition 
or principle unless it he in accordance 
with some words in Holy vVrit like this: 
"To everyone that hath shall be given, 
and he shall have in -' abundance ant! 
from him that hath not shall be take" 
away even that which he hath." But I 
am gOing to say that, nntil the time 
comes when we in the small towns shall 
get to the place where we are not using 
the little we have or making a mis
use of it, I will be against the proposi
tion of apportioning in that way accord
ing to valuation. 

Mr. MACOMBER of Kennebec: Mr. 
President: I shall not weary the Seh' 
ate vvith any argument in reference to 
this matter; bnt as a memb'"r of th" 
Con1mittce on Taxation vvhieh ha~ 

brollght in this bill, I feel very much 
intcreslC'd hl it. :JJ1(1 fur that r<';.'1:-.'on wan'l 
to C'xTllain i1 few LhingN \vhicl1 l.!ave ho('n 

Sllgg-(':~t('l1 hy tlH:'! SC'llator from Aroos
toolc. 

I iJlillk it -will be gc;nerally conceded 
that \vhen thi~-l -Lcgi:~lature l11et thel"t 
\YH:-; a crying" demand a11 oyer tho StatB 

of ::\Tal1](\ that we :-;hould nSSC'SH a tax 
llV()l1 t!H; vvild lands of this State in cx
('('~S of \vllat it had bepn for lTIany year~ 

past. \Vith this in view, the Taxation 
Committee has been at work and hab 
unanimously reported this measure. 

No\v all these figures \vhich have beell 
given by the several Senators are In
clhwcl to befog the situation as it seems 
to me. The question before the Senate 
is, whether we will tax the wild lana .. 
one-half a mill to be assessed On the 
number of scholars, or wnether we will 
tax the wild lands a mill and a half
one-half mill on the basis of school 
population and one mill on the basis of 
valuation. If there is any virtue in 

this amendment which has been put in 
here the same virtue is in the bill of the 
com~ittee, because a part of that bill 
covers exactly that same proposition of 
raising out of the wild lands a half a 
mill and apportioning it on the basis 
of sellOol population. If we accept this 
amendment, that is all there is to it; 
and all this Legislature does, so far as 
this matter is concerned, is to tax the 
wild lands simply $20,000. 

Now, if this Legislature, or this Sen
ate, are willing to adjourn by imposing 
simply a tax of twenty thousand dol
lars additional on the wild lands, then 
we want to adopt this amendment. But, 
on the other hand, the bill which is un
der consideration here calls for an ad
ditional amount from the owners of the 
wild lands of forty thousand dollars; 
and that $40,000 goes into the treasuries 
of the towns of this State to be used for 
school purposes; and it enables those 
towns to reduce the amount of money 
which they raise in their town meetings 
every "pring, just that much, It seems 
to me that that is the whole proposi
tion. 

Thero was nnotller point made by a 
member of the House the other day in 
disellssing tllis matter, and with that, 
I have done. It was brought up that 
this would create a great disturbance 
anl011g- to\\Tll treasurers and municipal 
oilicC'l's 1H'<-,a1188 of this adidtional tax; 
hut t hn gc'n tlf'rnnn cviuently forgot that 
if i his bill is c-nacted, it \vill not become 
a law for three months, and no tax 
can 1)(' asscs~pd undor it for ] 909. It 
gi \Tes the ,vild land o,vners a year to 
(lc·termine the constutionality of this 
m('aSlll'P. so that there is no trouble on 
that score; and it seems to me there Is 
only nnc position for this Legislatur", 
and this Senate to take; and that is to 
put a fair and reasonable tax on the wild 
lands. The rcpresentatives of the wild 
land interest came before the committee 
and stated over and over again that 
there was no objection on their part to 
a tax of from five and a half to six millS. 
The committee has made it six mills, 
and I believe this Senate ought to stano. 
behind that committee. 

Mr. MILLIKEN of Aroostook: Mr. 
President: I hope I recognize fully the 
difficult task that the Committee on 
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Taxation have had to perform. I recog
nize fully the fact that the bill, as re
ported by the committee is a compro
mise; and I recognize fully tiie fact that 
I shall probably have to vote for the 
bill as reported by the committee, rath' 
er than to vote for nothing at all, as 
one of the Senators who has preceded 
me has said; but I cannot do so and do 
not wish to do without first entering my 
protest against one feature of the bill 
proposed; and I do so at this time be
cause that is the right question raised 
by the amendment of the Senator from 
Waldo. The effect of his amendment, 
as I understand it, is the cutting out of 
that part of the bill reportee'! by th~ 

committee which provides for the a,,· 
sessment of a tax of one mill on all the 
property of the State for school pur
poses and its distribution to the towns, 
cities and plantations in the State In 
proportion to tlieir valuatlon. 

On this question I want to call atten
tion for a moment to the policy we have 
been pursuing along these lines; and I 
do that only to say this in regard to 
these wild lands. So far as I am con
cerned the wild land question passe~ 

out of this discussion. 'rhe wild land 
owners" most of them, agreed to this 
mill and a half tax; and I do not care 
whether they agreed to it or not, 01' 
whether it is a mill and a half or two 
mills and a half, or any other tax which 
this Legislature sees fit to impose as a 
State tax. If it is needed for public 
purpos"s of the State, the wild land 
owners ought to and must agree to it, 
in common with all other property own
ers of the State. I am not advocating 
this for the purpose of relieving th" 
wild land owners from taxation at all. 
In one sense, it is none of' the wild land 
owners" business what is done with thl" 
money. The fact that concerns them Is 
that tlley have to pay it. But on th" 
question of what shall be done with thIs 
one mm or whether it shall be distrib
uted or assessed in the way proposed. 
I want to call attention to the policy 
that hD.s been pursued. ~Ve have takel, 
the ground in tllis Stat" that certaIn 
public utilities-and the burden is not 
great-·might well be borne by the whole 
State in larger and larger proportion 
from Ume to time. We have taken th .. 

ground that the burden of education 
should be shared by the property of the 
State wherever found, on the plain and 
simple pToposition that "ducation pro
tects property, and therefore property, 
and not population, shoulil pay for edu
cation. .!I nd, following that theory a 
little further, we have said that the 
whole State, the property of all the 
State shoulu pay a certain amount 
toward t.he uses of education in the 
State. ,Ye have said too, that the roads 
of this State are a great public utility 
and that they are used hy every man, 
whether he Ilas property or not, and 
that it is for the interests of the whole 
State that those roads should be de
veloped, and that to a certain extent 
property, and not the individual, or 
population, should pay for those roads. 
We have said also, though not in the 
same way precisely, that bridges are a 
public utility, and that the money of 
tile whole State might be used for 
bridges in certain localities where cer
tain special conditions existed. And we 
have said in this Legislature m regard 
to one special case here in Augusta-the 
Rines Hill crossing~that it was a pub
lic ncces:'ity, a public utility, and that 
the money of the whole State should be 
used for that purpose. 

Now in every case we have said that 
the money should be used where a need 
existed, and so far as we can determine, 
in proportion to that need. 'Ne have 
not raised money by taxation for 
bridges, appropriated it to this town and 
that town and the other one, regardless 
of the number of bridges they had, or 
the need of those bridges. We have not 
raised money by taxation for roads, and 
appropriated it indiscriminately, regard
less of the needs of the various towns 
for roads. Up to this time we have not 
raised money for schools and appropri
ated it incliscriminately, regardless of the 
comparath'e needs of the various locali
ties for "chools. 

To go back to the wild land proposi
tion, I agree fully with the theory that 
prevails that the wild lands should pay 
more tax, There is no question abou~ 
that, and, if I understand the Grange 
position correctly. I agree in saying this, 
I believe that should be paid by as
sessing a larger and larger tax as the 
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years go on, by the State. for the main
tenance of those great state utilities, 
roads, State bridges and hospitals, 
wherf'ver found and ,vherpver existing. 
I belie\'e that by (Ioing that. we do in
crease tile taxation upon the wild lands, 
and the willi land towns differ from oth· 
er towns aud citieR in this respect: that 
practically none of the money paid out 
comes back to them, but they do not 
complain and they do not complain of 
this proposed increa~e. 

,Vhat iR the objection to this proposi
tion? The ohjection is that it is ahso
lutely a departure from any pulicy that 
we have followed in the past. ,Ye are 
going to say in this instance that we are 
going to raise this n10ney for ~('hooIs 

and distribute it for sellOols, but not 
where the schools are-not in propor
tion to schools-not in proportion to 
needs of the scholar-not to equalize the 
burden of taxation in a town and to 
give to the smaller towns which as a 
rule as has been shown here pay more, 
a larger proportion of State aid-not to 
pay money where the scholars are, but 
to distribute the money in proportion to 
population, absolutely regardless of the 
affect upon any particular town. ~ow 

I cannot let this bill go through, as I 
Ray, without registering my protest 
against that feature. I believe it is un
scientific. I believe it is a departure 
from the time-honored method we have 
pursued in taxation and I believe in do
ing it that we are allowing ourselves to 
be stampeded by the desire to get at 
somebody and by that are allowing our
selves to be led away from the proper 
path of taxation into something new. 
I do not want to vote in this Legisla
ture for any scheme of taxation that is 
designated to get at any special interest. 
I do not want to vote for a scheme of 
taxation. if r had the opportunity. tl1at 
is designed to get at the railroads. I 
want to S0e the railroads and other 
public service corporations pay a prop
er tax, and a proper tax upon their 
franchise value; but I (10 not want to 
vote for some measure that is designated 
and dpvised especially to get at them; 
and I do not want to vote for this provi
sion. because I believe that it is simply 

Pl'ty. and to do H in an unf::cientific way_ 
If this money is needed for schools, 
\\'11 a t i ~ the ohjPction to raising- this mill 
an(l a hnlf for Fwhools and distributing 
it a~ it has be011 distributed. namply, in 
pruportion to scholars? ,Ye all know 
t~w nhjeetion. The objection is that the 
citi(>s "\von't stand for it. the argument 
mad(> hl the committee and made here, 
that it will be unfair to the cities to do 
til'lt. I want to "IY in regard to that 
proposition. that in n1Y judgment any 
mone,' tlmt may reasonably be paid by 
the wilc1 lands for State purpClses, may 
be paid b~' e'·81'." other item of property 
ill tIle whole State. for the same purpose. 
,\r,' we differentiating in this Legisla
ture hcrwec'n wild lands for State pur
POf\PI-': and for municipal purposes? We 
I1m'e provided by a bill which has al
read," gone Ulrough here that unin
cOl'poratecl towns and wild land towns 
~l1all pa:'-7 their own municipal debts. 
The,' shall pay money for fire protection. 
That is the only municipal need ap
parently that we have at present. We 
have prodded, by providing a tax on 
wild lands of the State for other muni
cipal needs that my arise. but when it 
comes to State needs any tax which it 
is fair to impose on them, it is fair to 
impose on all the property of the State. 

It is said that the increased tax, dis
tributed in the present way, :s unfair 
to the cities; and it is pointed out that 
it will take so many thousands of dol
lars from this city and from that city. 
I want to Ray simply that that is the 
principle upon which this whole scheme 
is founded. namely, that property 
where\'er it is found shall pay these nec
essary expenses for schools; and furth
('1' I find that there is another reason al
luded to here why the additional tax up
on the city is fair, and that is this: I 
llllderstand and I undertake to say that 
it will always he found true that the 
larger accumulation of property you find 
ill a city. the larger is the proportion 
which escapes taxation. The more you 
get properly massed together, the more 
intangiblG property you get which es
capes taxation. I speak of Portland, 
Simply because it has been referred to. 
A nd I understand that the amount of 

designated to get at this particular class property which escapes taxation in 
of property, namely the wild land prop- Portland very closely approximates the 
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assessed value of the wild lands; that is 
to say, if we knew the actual difference 
in the larger cities betwen the assessed 
value and the actual value of all prop
ertie,; o,,'ned in those cities, the amount 
would astonish you. 

I do not wish to weary the Senate any 
further in discussing this matter. I am 
inclined to think, if the amendment does 
not prevail, that I must vote for the 
bill and recognize it as a combination of 
a good many views~a -compromise; but 
I cannot do it without expressing my 
views on this part of the t,ill, believing 
that it is a wrong principle, unscientific 
and that we shall regret it. If the 
question is asked what we have done 
with regard to the wild lands, I would 
rather go to my constituents and tell 
them that we have raised half a mill 
more for the schools and practically half 
a mill more for roads and that we have 
put the expense of fire protection, 
amounting to a mill and a half. on the 
wiid lands, or a total of two and a half 
mills, mId that we have done it in the 
same equitable way as heretofore, fol
lowing the same old path,.-rather than 
to go hack and say that, yielding to 
what Wf' felt to be the claw. or for a larg
er taxation on wild landS, we have de
parted from th088 paths and hnve adopt
ed 'lOmething which we oursel""" do not 
believe to be proper, but "hich we have 
done because it is the on Iy subterfuge 
wherpb~' the end could he accomplished. 

Mr. MACO:\IBER of K,2nnebec: Mr. 
President: There is jU~T one point I 
want to speak of and that is in refer
ence to the qnestion of conceal"d wealth. 
There is undoubtedly more or less con
cealed wealth in the city of Portland 
and it iR true in every other city and 
every other town in this State. There is 
not a town in the State of Maine but I 
have been into many times, and we al
ways find in all those towns a man of 
wealth loaning money at high rates of 
interest; and the CommittE'e On Taxation 
took this matter into consideration and 
discussed it, and in the inheritance tax 
bill which has been reported and which 
has gone through this Legislature, we 
doubled the rate, so that the State of 
Maine will get on thOSe inheritances 
$200,000 a year, :where heretofore they 
have been getting less than a hundred 
thousand. This concealed wealth must 

go through the probate court and must 
be taxed by the State, so that the whole 
argument about the concealed wealth in 
Portland SElems to me false. 

Mr. KNOWLTON of Piscataquis: Mr. 
President: I eertainly shall not weary 
the Senat'~ long. I shall vote for this 
bill. I do not like it. I do a great many 
things that I do not like to do. I shall 
vote for the bill because I am very sure 
that we could not get the one we desire; 
and we do want something. I certainly 
would not vote for the bill if the animus 
of it was what has been suggested~that 
is, a bill to get at the wild lands. I 
have no such disposition, nor do I be
lieve the IJouse or Senate have any such 
disposition. I do not understand that 
the wild land owners object to this bill. 
I shall vote for it simply because it is 
the best thing we can do and the only 
thing we can do and is something that 
we ought to do. 

The question being upon the adoption 
of the amendment, the Yeas and Nays 
were called for and ordered, and the 
vote being had resulted as follows: 
Those voting Yea were Messrs. Colcord, 
Donigan, Eaton, Go",~ell, Hamilton, 
Howes, Irving, Milliken, Smith, Wyman 
(10). Those voting Nay were Messrs. 
Baxter. Boynton, Emery, Hastings, Hill, 
Kellogg, Knowlton, Looney, Lowe, Ma
comber, Minott. Mullen, Osgood, Rey
nolds, Shaw, Staplcs, \Valker, vVarren, 
Wheeler, (1~). 

So the rnotion ,vas lost. 

On mot ion by Mr. \Vh"cler of Cum
berland, the hill as amended by House 
Amendm"nt ,.\. previously adopted, and 
Senate AYnendment A, tool{ its 1irst read
ing and was passed to be engrossed. 

House Bills on First Reading. 

All Act for the licE'nsing of dogs and 
for tIl" bdter prr,teetion of sheep. (This 
hill was by th" Senato passed to be en
g-rossed. By the House the bill was 
"as.~8d to be engrossed as amended by 
HOilse Amf'ndnlPnt B. On motion by 
Air. Boynton of Lincoln, the Senate vo
ted to reconf'ider the vote whereby the 
bill was passed to be engrossed; and, 
on his further motion, House Amend
me:tt B was adopted in concurrence 
and the bill as amended was passed to 
b(' engrossed.) 
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'An A~t relating to the employment of 
labor. (This bill came from the House, 
House Amendment A e.dopted in that 
branch. House Amendment A adopted 
in concurrence. On motion by Mr. 
Baxttr of Cumberland, the bill was ta
bled penning its second reading.) 

Res,)lve in favor of Verdi Ludgate, 
chairman of th6 Committee on Educa
tion. (On motion by Mr. Minott of Sag
adahoc, under suspension of the rules, 
this bill took 'its second reading and 
was passed to be "lngrossed.) 

Resolve in favor of M. S. Hill, Clerk 
of Committee on Temperance. (On mo
tion by ,Mr. Minott of Sagadahoc, under 
susper,,,ion of the rules, this bill took 
its second reacting and was passed to 
be engrossed.) 

Resolve in favor of L. S. Lippincott, 
Clerk, stenographer and messenger to 
the Committee on Sea and Shore FiSh
eries. (On motion by Mr. Minott of 
Sagada!;oc, under suspension of the 
rules. this lJill tonk its second reading 
and was passed to be engrossed.) 

Resolve in fa VOl' of H. R. Thompson, 
for the services as clerk and stenogra
pher for the Committee on Library. (On 
motion by Mr. Minott of Sagadahoo, 
under suspemdon of the rules, this bill 
took its second reading and was passed 
to be engrossed.) 

Resolve in favor of payment to the 
Central ;\fQine .B'air Association of the 
L>l.lance appropriated by Chapter 70 of 
the Resolves of 1907. (On motion by 
M,·. Wallcar of Hant;ock, this resolve 
tonk its second reading under suspen
sion of the rules and was passed to be 
engrossed.) 

An Act to authorize the building of a 
dam at the outl"t of Sebec Lake. (On 
motion by Mr. Walker of Hancock, un
der suspension of the rules, the bill took 
its second reading and was passed to 
be engrossed.) 

,An Act to regulate fishing in Chase 
Brook and tributaries and in a portion 
of Fish River, in the County of Aroos
took. (On mr.tion by Mr. Howes of 
Somerset. under su'Spension of the rules 
this Nll took its second reading and 
was passpd to be engrossed.) 

Resolve in favor of the Eastern 
Maine Insane Hospital. (On motion by 
Mr, Howes of Somerset, under suspen-

sian of the rules, this bill took its sec
ond reading and was passed to be en
grossed.) 

An Act to abOlish liquor agencies. 
(Peneling the acceptance of the report 
accompanying this bill, the bill was ta
bled and assigned for consideration 
"Vednesday, March 31.) 

An Act to rep<'al Chapter 92 of the 
Laws of 1905'. (This bill accompanied 
by majority and minority reports was 
tabled on motion by Mr. Macomber of 
Kennebec and was assigned for Wed
nesday, March 31.) 

Resolve in favor of Lowell E. Bailey. 
(Thi~ resolv.o was by the 'Senate passed 
to be engrossed. By the House it was 
indefinitely postponed. On motion by 
Mr. Howes of Somerset, the Senate vo
ten. to insist on its former action and 
that a Committee of Conference be re
'1uested.) 

An Act to enlarge the powers and du
ties of thl'! Railroad Commissioners and 
to regulate' fares and tolls of common 
ca,.riers. (In tll" House this bill was 
indcfinit"ly postponed. On motion by 
Mr. Mjllik6E of Aroostook, the hill with 
accompanyirlg report was laid on the 
table,) 

On motion lJy Reynolds of Kennebec, 
House Docnment 378, "An Act to pro
vide for the uniform grading, pacldng 
ane1 hranding of 'l,pples" was taken 
fr'Jm the table; and on further motion 
1JY the: same Senator was assigned for 
consickration Wednesday, March 31. 

On motion by tIle same Senator, 
House Document 720, "An Act to amend 
Section 78 of Chapter 9 of the Revised 
Statutes, in relation to appeal from 
County Commissioners," was taken 
frnm the table. On further motion by 
the same S20ator, the bill was tabled 
and assigned for Wednesday, March 
:31. 

lVIr. Reynolds of Kennebec reque'sted 
that it appear of record that on the 
vote of Senate Document 325 he had 
voted Yc,s, whereas he had intended to 
vote No. 

On motion by Mr. Hastings of Ox
ford, Houfle Document 358, "An Act to 
amend Section 2 of Chapter 81 of the 
iRevised Statutes relating to records of 
proceedings in Court, which was passed 
to be enacted this morning, was re-
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called from the Executive. On his fur
ther motion the vote whereby the bill 
was pass,,;d to be enacted was recon
sidered. On his further motion, the 
vote \vhereby the bill was passed to be 
engrossf'd was reconsidered, Senate 
Amendment A was adopted and the bill 
as amenoed was passed to be engross
ed. 

Revised Statutes relating to the '3lec
tion of ro-ad commissionpr," was taken 
from the table, and the vote wherpby 
House Amendment A was adopted was 
reccllsidcr'2d, the Senate voting to nom
concur 'with the :House in the adoption 
of tho amendment. On further motion 
hy the same Senator, the bill, without 
the amenr!ment, was passed to be en-

On motion by Mr. Minott of Sagada- grl)sser!. 
hoc, House Document 584, "An Act to On motion by Mr. Osgood of Andros-
amend Section 15 of Chapter -1 of the coggin, the Senate adjourned. 


