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SENATE.

Thursday, March 18, 1309.

Senate called to order by the Presi-
dent.,

Preyver Ly Rev, Mr. Lawton of South
Gardiner.

Jowrnal of the previcus session read
and approved.

Papers from the House disposed of in
concurrence.

Rill, “An Act to make the anniver-
sary of Lincoln Birthday a school and
hank holiday.” (By the Senate this bill
was passed to be engrossed. The House
passed  the Dbill to be engrossed as
amended by House Amendment “A
On motion by Mr. Hastings of Oxford,
the Senate reconsidered the vote where-
by the pill was passed to be engrossed.
The same Senator moved the adoption
of House Amendment “A’” in concur-
rence.  On metion by Mr. Macomber of
Kennebee, the bill, with the amend-
ment, was tabled, pending the adoption
of the amendment.)

House Bills Read and Assigned.

An Act to amend Section 19 of Chap-
ter 15 of the Tlevised Statutes relating
to the purchase of secondhand school
books for schools.

“Bill, An Act relating to the Shaw-
mut Manufacturing Company.” (This
bill was accompanied by majority of
the Commitiee on Interior Waters
“ought Lo pass;” and by a minority re-
port of the same Committee. On mo-
tion by Mr. Milliken of Aroostook, the
bill with the accompanying reports
was tabled and assigned for Tuesday,
March 25.

An Act to incorporate the Belfast
and Liberty Electric Railroad Co.

An Act to ratify, confirm and make
valid the organization of the Mexico
Water Co. and authorize it to issue
bonds and extend its plant.

An Act to amend an act entitled
“An Act to incorporate the city of Old
Town.”

An Act to amend the charter of the
Messalonskee Electric Co.

An Act additional to Chapter 135 of
the Revised Statutes, relating to wit-
nesses in criminal proceedings.

An Act to authorize and empower
Joseph Dresser to remove the remains

o1 certain deceased persons from his
farm in Cape Elizabeth to the public
cemetery,

An Act relating to frivolous excep-
tions.

An Act to regulate the taking of eels
in Taunton bay, town of Franklin,

An Act to amend Paragraph V, of
Section 20, of Chapter 18 of the Re-
vised Statutes, relating to bylaws of
local Boards of Health,

An Act to regulate fishing in Indian
River stream, so-called, in the towns
of Jouesport, Addison and Columbia
Falls, in the county of Washington,

An Act relating to the catching of
smelts in Damariscotta river, bays and
tributaries.

An Act to amend specification 10 of
Section 6 of Chapter 9 of the Revised
Statutes, relating to the exemption
from taxation of lands set apart for
the production of forest trees as
amended by Chapter 169 of the Public
Laws of 1907.

An Act to amend Section 18 of Chap-
ter 117 of the Revised Statutes as
amended by Chapter 66 of the Public
Laws of 1907, relating to the per diem
attendance of expert withesses.

An Act to amend Section 23 of
Chapter 114 of the Revised Statutes,
as amended by Chapter 2 of the Pub-
lic Laws of 1907, relating to the relief
of poor debtors.

An Act relating to the transportation
of animals.

An Act to create a cemetery corpora-
tion for the city of Rockland.

An Act in addition to Chapter 19 of
the Revised Statutes, relating to con-
tagious diseases among cattle. (House
Amendment “A” adopted in concur-
rence.)

An Act in relation to political cau-
cuses in the city of Old Town.

An Act establishing rules and regu-
lations for Portland harbor.

An Act amendatory of Section 20 of
Chapter 30 of the Revised Statutes,
relative to the poisoning of animals.

Resolve, in favor of the county of
Penobscot,

Resolve,

Resolve,
Nobleboro.

Resolve, in favor of State aid for
the support of the Rastport bridge.

in favor of town of Dexter.
in favor of the town Of
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Resolve, in favor of the town of understand the Senator from Lincoln
Dexter. that this is a public corporation?
Resolve, in favor of the town of Mr. BOYNTON: Yes, sir.
Dexter. Mr. MILLIKEN: Mr. President: I

Resolve, in favor of the county com-
missionerg of Franklin county for the
repair and permanent improvement of
the road from Madrid line though let-
ter H. Plantation and Sandy River
Plantation.

Resolve,
Dennysville.

Resolve, in favor of the town of Per-
ham.

in favor of the town of

Resolve, in favor of the town of
Rangeley.

Resolve, in favor of Parker Pineo.

The. following bills, petitions ete.,

were presented and referred:
Judiciary.
By Mr. Looney of Cumberland: Bill,

An Act to revise chapter 138 of the
Public Laws of 1895.

Appropriations and Financial Affairs.

By Mr. Coleord of Waldo: Resolve in
favor ¢f Senate postmaster.

By Mr. Wyman of Washington: Re-
solve in favor of M. . Hodgdon, Clerk,
Stenographer and messenger to the

Committee on Inland Fisheries and
Game,

Mr. BOYNTON of Lincoln: Mr.
President: I desire to present out of
order hill, “An Act to amend Chapter
154 of the Private and Special Laws of
1895 as amended by chapter 157 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1907, re-
lating to the charter of the Wiscasset
Water Comipany,” and to meve that the
same take its several readings under
suspension of the rules, and passed to
be engrossed without reference to a
committee.

A short explanation will perhaps
make this matter clear. The legisla-
ture granted the town of Wiscasset a
charter to construct a system of water
works. That charter expires now. At
the last town meeting, it was voted to
commence work and to carry it to com-
pletion. Of course, they would find
themselves, except for legislation of
this kind, without a charter; and I
therefore make the motion above re-
ferred to.

Mr. MILLIKEN of Aroostook: Do I

wanted to get that point plain in my
mind, because as the Senator will un-
derstand that we have been trying to
keep cut, since the time limit was fixed,
all amendrnents to charters for private
corporations. If this is a public cor-
poration-—a municipal corporation—1
should have no objection to the passage
of the bill.

Mr, BOYNTON: 1 so understand it.
Its purpose is simply to let them pro-
ceed with the work, which will have
to stop for two years unless this is car-
ried out.

The motion prevailed; the bill took
its two several readings and was pass-
ed to be engrossed.

Mr. MACOMBER of Kennebec: Mr.
President: A few days ago a resolve in
favor of the County Commissioners of
Franklin County for improvements in
Jerusalem Township, came in here ac-
companied by a report of the Commit-
tee on Ways and Bridges; and the re-
port wag accepted by the Senate. I un-
derstand that there was gome misap-
prehiension in the Committee as to just
what the resolve covered; and, at the
request of the Senator from Franklin,
who is absent this morning, I want to
move that the action of the Senate in
accepting the report of the committee
be reconsidered; and if that motion re-
ceives favorable action I shall ask that
the matter be recomimitted.

The PRESIDENT: The report of the
committee on Ways and Bridges on
“Tesolve in favor of the Commissioners
of Franklin County for permanent im-
provements of the road in Jerusalem
and Crockertown Townships,” ‘ought
not to pass,” was accepted by the
House, and accepted in concurrence by
the Senate.

The motion to reconsider the accep-
tance of the report “ought not to pass”
prevailed; and on further motion by the
same Senator, the resolve was recom-
mitted to the Committee on Ways and
Bridges.

Mr. Kuowlton of Piscataquis present-
ed petition of Otis Martin and 35 others
in favor of History bill; also petition
of Mr. Hodgdon and 385 others against
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resubmission; and the same were plac-
ed on file,

Read and Assigned.

An Act to incorporate the Penob-
scot Bay Water Company.

An Act to amend Section 56 of
Chapter 15 of the Revised Statutes re-
lating to the conveyance of pupils in
secondary schools.

Resolve for the Publication of the
Railroad Map of Maine.

An Act relating to the scaling of
logs.

An Act to amend Section 42 of
Chapter 15 of the Revised Statutes, as
amended by Chapter 101 of the Public
Laws of 1907, relating to payment of
superintendents of towns comprising
school unions.

Reports of Committees.

Mr. Hamilton, for the Committee on
Legal Affairs, on BIill, “An Act to
amcnd Sections 13 and 16 of Chapter
17 of the Revised Statutes, relating to
practice of medicine,” reported same
ought not to pass.

Mr. Colecord, for the Committee vn
Railroads and Expresses, on Bill “An
Act to extend the charter of the
Northern Railway of Maine,” reported
same ought not to pass.

Mr. Emery, for the same Committee,
on Petition of George B. Palmer and
others, for the passage of the trans-
ferable mileage bill,’ reported that the
same be placed on file, as subject mat-
ter has been acted upon.

The same Senator, for the same
Committee, on Petition of E. M. Davis
and others for the passage of “An Act
enlarging the powers of the Ralilroad
Commissioners,” reported that the
same be placed on file, as subject mat-
ter has been acted upon.

Mr. Walker, for the Committee on
Shore Fisheries, on “Petition of
Benjamin Murphy and 89 others, for
a close time on lobsters in Hancock

County,” reported that the petitioners
have leave to withdraw.

The foregoing reports Wwere ac-
cepted.

Majority report for the Committee
on Legal Affairs, on Bill “An Act to
amend Section 7 of Chapter 162 of the
Public Laws of 1905, relating to the
office of assistant Attorney General,”

that the same “ought not to pass.”
(Signed) Smith, Coolidge, Marshall,
Hamilton, Hall, Morse, Snow.

Minority report for the same Com-
mittee, on the same Bill, that same
“ought to pass.” (Signed) Staples,
White, Gowell

The foregoing reports were received
and on motion by Mr. Staples of Knox
were tabled pending the acceptance of
cither report.

Mr. Staples, for the same Com-
mittee, on Bill “An Act to amend
Chapter 4, Section 43, Revised Statu-
tes, relating to dutics of town clerks,”
reported same ought to pass.

Mr. Hamilton, for the same Com-
mittee, on Bill “An Act to amend
Chapter 42 of the Public Laws of 1907,
rclating to prevention of desertion and
non-support of families,” submitted
zame in new draft under same title.

The same Senator, for the same
Committee, on Bill “An Act to pro-
vide for the transfer of patients in
insane hospitals to the Maine School
for TFeecble Minded,” reported same
ought to pass.

Mr. Gowell, for the same Committee,
on Bill “An Act in relation to the re-
cords of the Supreme Judicial Court,”
reported same ought to pass.

Mr. Gowell, for the Committee on
Federal Relations, on ‘“Resolution re-
questing the Senators and Represen-
tatives in Congress to use their influ-
ence for the repeal of such duty as
now exists on all coal brought into the
United States from Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick, and from such other
soucres as their judgment may in-
dicate,” reported samec ought to pass.

The foregoing reports were ac-
cepted, and the bills and resolves were
tabled for printing under the joint
rules,

Majority report of the Committee on
Agriculture, on “Resolve in favor of
Lowell E. Bailey,” submitting same in
new draft under same title. (signed)
Howes, Snow, Irving, Cousens, Millett,
Stackpole, Hill, Bemis, Stetson.

Minority report from same Com-
mittee on same Resolve “ought not to
pass” (Signed) Blanchard.

The majority report was accepted,
and the resolve recommended by said
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report, was tabled for printing under
the joint rules.

Mr. Howes, for the Committee on
State Lands and State Roads on “Re-
solve to aid in the extension of the
Kineo Road from the Smith Farm to
the Northeast Carry,” submitted same
in new draft under same title.

Mr. Wyman, for the Committee on
Shore Fisheries, on Bill, “An Act to
amend Private and Special Laws of
1901, Chapter 401, Section 2, relating
to the taking of smelts in Pleasant
River, in Washington County,” re-
ported same ought to pass.

The foregoing reports were accepted,
and the bills tabled for printing under
the joint rules.

Majority report for the Committee
on Towns, on Bill “An Act to divide
the town of York and establish the
town of Yorktown,” that same ‘“ought
not to pass.” (Signed) Colcord, Kel-
logg, Merrill, Hamlin, Bearce, Barney,
Donnell.

Minority report from the same Com-
mittee, on the same Bill, submitting
same in new draft under same title.
(Signed) Therriault.

The foregoing reports were read,
and on motion by Mr. Therriault of
Aroostook, pending the acceptance of
either, were tabled and ordered to be
printed.

Mr. Walker, for the Committee on
Salaries and Fees, on Bill, “An Act to
repeal a part of Section 1, Chapter 116,
of the Revised Statutes. relating to
the salary of the superintendent of the
Insane Hospital of Augusta, and his
four assistants,” submitted same in
new draft under title of ‘““An Act to
repeal a part of Section 1, of Chapter
116 of the Revised Statutes, relating
to salary of officers of the Insane
Hospital at Augusta.”

The same Senator, for the same
Committee, on Bill “An Act to amend
Chapter 174 of the Public Laws of
1905, relating to the compensation of
sheriffs,” reported same ought to pass.

The same Senator, for the same
Committee, on Bill “An Act to amend
Chapter 116, Section 1, Revised Statu-
tes, relating to the payment of salaries

of public officers,” reported same
ought to pass.
The foregoing reports were ac-

cepted, and the bills tabled for print-
ing under the joint rules.

The same Senator for the same
Commiittee, on Bill “An Act in relation
to the collection of fees by State
officials, and payment of same to the
State Treasurer,” reported that same
ought to pass.

The report was accepted, and later,
on motion by Mr. Milliken of Aroos-
took, the vote whereby the report was
accepted was reconsidered, and the
bill was recommitted to the Committee
on Salaries and Fees,

Majority report of the Portland
Delegation, on Bill “An Act to au-
thorize the city of Portland to acquire
property and the issue its bonds and
notes for municipal purposes,” sub-
mitting same in new draft under same
title. (Signed) Looney, Baxter, Red-
lon, Marshall, True, Kavanough, Beyer,
Bigelow.

The report was accepted and the
bill was tabled to be printed under the
joint rules.

Majority report from the same Dele-
gation, on Bill “An Act amending Sec-
tion 1 of Chapter 350 of the Private and
Special Laws of 1907, relating to the
time of service of members of Fire
Department of the City of Portland,”
submitting same in new draft under
the =ame title. (Signed) Loonay,
Baxter, Kavanough, Marshall, Redlon,
True, Rounds.

Minority report from the same De-
legation on same Bill, that same
“ought not to pass.” (Signed) Beyer,
Bigelow.

The foregoing reports were read and
the majority report accepted, and the
bill tabled for printing under the joint
rules.

Majority report from the same Dele-
gation, on Bill “An Act to make per-
manent the tenure of service of the
janitors and engineers of the public
buildings of the City of Portland,”
that same “ought not to pass’”
(Signed) Rounds, Redlon, Beyer, Bige-
low, Marshall,

Minority report from the same de-
legation, on the same Bill, that same
“ought to pass.” (Signed) Looney,
RBaxter, True, Kavanough.

The majority report was accepted.

Majority report from the same
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Delegation, on Bill “An Act amending
Chapter 146 of the Special Laws of
1895, relating to Commissioner of Pub-
lic Works for the ity of Portland,”
that

same “ought not to pass.”
(Signed) Looney, Baxter, Bigelow,
Beyer, Marshall, Kavanough, True,
Redlon.
Minority report from the same
Delegation on the same  Bill, that
same “ought to pass.” (Signed)
Rounds.

The majority report was accepted.

Passed To Be Engrossed.

An Act to amend Section 60 of
Chapter 4 of the Revised Statutes re-
lating to dangerous or vicious dogs.

An Act to make valid the organiza-
tion of the monument or memorial as-
sociation in Elliot, Maine, organiz=d
under Chapter 57 of the Revised
Statutes, November 9, 1905.

An Act to make valid the organiza-
tion of the Rice Public Library cf
Kittery, Maine, organized under
Chapter 57 of the Revised Statutes of
1905.

An Act to amend Section 2§ of
Chapter 129 of the Revised Statutes,
relating to the sale or use of cigarettes.

An Act additional to Chapter 49 f
the Revised Statutes, relating to
securities deposited with the Trea-
surer of State by insurance companiz2s.

An Act to amend the charter of the
city of Westbrook.

An Act to extend the time in which
the Van Buren Sewerage Company is
'authorized to organize and commence
business.

An Act to incorporate the town of
Portage Lake.

An Act to authorize the Van Buren
Water District to issue bonds.

An Act to extend the rights, powers
and privileges of the Milo Water
Company.

An Act to make valid the doings of
the Town of Bristol, County of Lin-
coln.

An Act to authorize the Town of
Van Buren to issue bonds.

An Act to extend and amend the
charter of the Municipal Light and
Power Company.

An Act to create a recorder of the
Westbrook Municipal Court.

An Act to amend the charter of the
City of Belfast.

An Act relating to the Richmond
Electric Company.

An Act to amend an act entitled
“An Act to incorporate the City of
Gardiner.”

Resolve in favor of Aroostoock Cen-
tral Institute.

An Act additional to Section 42 and
amendatory to Section 44 of Chapter
15 of the Revised Statutes, relating to
appropriations in aid of school super-
intendents.

An Act to amend Section 48 of
Chapter 51 of the Revised Statutes,
relating to expenditures by the Rail-
road Commissioners.

Resolve in aid of the navigation of
the Lower Lakes.

Resolve in aid of navigation on
Rangeley Lake, Mooselucmeguntic
Lake and Cupsuptic Lake,

An  Act authorizing George F.

L’Abbee of Eagle Lake Plantation to
maintain a dam in Wallagrass River.
An Act authorizing and empower-
ing George F. L'Abbee of Kagle Lake
Plantation, County of Arocostook, to

erect and maintain piers, piles and
booms in the Fish River.
Resolve in favor of Machiasport

Bridge.

An Act to provide for a close time
on deer on Cross Island and on Scotch
Island, in Washington County.

An Act to regulate fishing in Parker
Pond, so called, and tributaries in the
towns of Mount Vernon, Vienna and
TFayette, in Kennebec County, and in
the town of Chesterville, in Franklin
County.

An Act to amend Chapter 79 of the
Frivate and Special Laws of 1905, relat-
ing to fishing in Great Brook and trib-
utaries in Oxford County.

An Act to regulate the taking of fish
in certain waters in Somerset County
and in the northern part of Franklin
County.

An Act to regulate fishing In Bog
brook, co called, and Deer, or Bog
Pond, so called, in the township of
Lowelltown, in Franklin County.

An Act to regulate fishing in Mou-
gsam Long Pond, so called, in the towns
of Shapleigh and Acton, York County.

An Act to regulate fishing in Taylor
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Pond, in Auburn, Androscoggin County.

An Act to regulate fishing for black
bass, white perch and smelts in the
Belgrade Chain of Lakes, so called, in
the counties of Kennebec and Somer-
set.

Resolve in favor of the inhabitants
of the Town of Littleton, to reimburse
them for expenses incurred for sup-
port, inedicine, medical attendance, and
burial expenses of State pauper David
J. Elliott.

Resolve in favor of the town of Bel-
mont.

Resolve in favor of the town of Hodg-
don, Aroostook County.

Resolve in favor of Jere Rhoades.

Resolve in favor of Alexis O. Robbins,
to reimburse him for expenses incurred
in contested election in Tort Kent
class. (On motion by Mr. Knowlton of
Piscataquis, this resolve was tabled.)

Resolve in favor of the town of
South Berwick.

Resolve in favor of the town of Mari-
on.

Resolve in favor of the town of Ed-
dington.

Resolve in favor of the town of Mil-
linocket.

Resolve in favor of the town of Rome.

Resolve in favor of the town of Wes-
ton, Aroostook County.

Resolve in favor of the town of Old
Orchard, for receipt of State Treasurer
for State tax, to be given said town on
valuation of one hundred thousand dol-
lars.

An Act to establish a standard unit
of measure and a standard size of can
for the sale of milk and cream, and to
regulate the sanitary conditions under
which milk and cream shall be handled.
(On motion by Mr. Baxter of Cumber-
land, this bill was tabled pending its
second reading.)

An Act to empower the Governor to
remove County Attorneys. (On motion
by Mr. Staples of Knox, this bill was
tabled pending its second reading.) .

An Act to prohibit the taking of
scallops in West Penobscot Bay from
Avpril 1st to October 1st of each year.
(On motlion by Mr. Staples of Knox,
this bill was tabled pending its second
reading.)

Resolve in favor of Robert Palmer of

Moro in the County of Aroostook. (On
motion by Mr. Smith of York, this re-
solve was tabled pending its second
reading.)

An Act to amend section 89 of chap-
ter 4 of the Revised Statutes, relating
to taking land for certain municipal
purposes. (On motion by Mr. Milliken
of Aroostook, this bill was tabled pend-
ing its second reading.)

An Act to further amend chapter 352
of the Private and Special Laws of 1905,
relating to Caribou Municipal Court.
(On motion by Mr. Milliken of Aroos-
tock, this bill was tabled pending its
second reading.)

Passed To Be Enacted.

An Act to prohibit the hunting of
ducks and other water fowl in Dam-
ariscotlia pond in Lincoln county, by
the use of steam, naphtha or gasoline
boats.

An Act to incorporate the Andros-
coggin Valley Railroad Company.

An Act to incorporate the Guilford
Water Co.

An Act granting additional privi-
leges to the Peaks Island Gas Com-
pany.

Finally Passed.

Resolve in favor of Kastern Maine
Insane Hospital to provide for deficen-
cy. (This resolve containing the emer-
gency clause was finally passed, 23 Sen-
ators voting in favor of its passage.)

Orders of the Day.

On motion by Mr. Osgood of Andros-
coggin, the Senate voted to reconsider
the vote whereby it passed to be en-
acted Bill “An Act authorizing Andros-
coggin County to issue bonds to enable
it to build additional eounty jail and
for other purposes;” and on his fur-
ther motion, it was voted to reconsider
the vote whereby the bill was passed
to be engrossed. On further motion by
the same Senator, Senate Amendment
“B" was adopted and the Dbill as
amended was passed to be engrossed.

On motion by Mr. Staples of Knox,
Senate Document No. 321, ““An Act re-
lating to the taxation of steam rail-
roads,” was taken from the table.

Mr. STAPIL.ES of Knox: Mr. Presi-
dent: T did intend to discuss that bill in
detail, because I belleve that the taxa-
tion of steam railroads and other rail-



LEGISLATIVE RECORD—SENATE MARCH 18.

779

roads should be upon their actual val-
ue. I read with a great deal of interest
the majority report of the Taxation
Commission, who after meonths of labor
and the expenditure of a great deal of
money, have formulated a system of
taxation according to the mandates of
the Constitution, which says that all

taxes shall be levied upon real and
personal estate according to actual
value.

I was very much pleased, as some of

vou know, that for years I have been a
great heliever in the constitutional
manner of taxing property; and for

that reason 1 admired the report of the
Tax Commission, which saw fit to turn
it down, although it was signed by a
majority of the commission, perhaps
upon good ground, that there was
nothing before the Assessors excepting
the Rallroad Commissioners’ Report
which could only be guessed at after
much labor as to the value of the rail-
road property in the State of Maine—
estimated at about one hundred millicn
dollars.

I do not believe in the method of
taxation. T am not prepared to go back
upon the mandates of the Constitution.
I believe it to be unconstitutional to
tax it in any other way. Certainly you
dn not zet equal taxation; but, to bhe
generous to the Taxation Committee, I
apprehend the condition was that they
could not report that bill to tax rail-
roads according to their actual value,
for the reason that there was nothing
upon which to data it in substance—
that is, they had not before them the
actual value of the railroad property
of the Siale. That may be so, ale
though I would be willing to take the
report they make to the Railroad Com-
missioners. I know that some of my
Democratic friends upon that Commit-
tee, although the platform of the party
was in favor of equal taxation, voted
down the Tax Commissioners report
for that reason. They say that there
was no data upon which a valuaticn
could be got at for the purposes of tax-
ation upon their actual value; and that
we mayv get at that matter, it seemns
to me that the State Assessors should
be ordered by this legislature to ascer-
tain the exact value of all railroad
property in the State of Maine and re-

port it to the next legislature of this
State. For that reason, Mr. President,
I submit this order at this time.

The PRESIDENT: The Senator from
Knox, Mr. Staples, presents the follow-
ing order: Ordered that the State As-
sessors of Maine be instructed to as-
certain the actual value of all the
railroad properiy in the State of Maine
of all kinds, including franchises, real
estate, bonds and stocks, and report to
the next legislature for the purpose of
taxation. The pending question is up-
on the acceptance of the report cof the
Committee on Taxation on Bill “An
Act relating to the taxation of steam
railroads.” The Chair thinks that, this
question being under consideration, the
order which the Senator from Knox
presents, is out of order at the present

time. The pending question is upon
the acceptance of the report.
Mr. STAFPLES: One moment, Mr.

President, I have not closed. I sup-
posed the order was in order at this
time. I may be wrong in the matter,
but we will come at that later. I
cheerfully accept the suggestion of the
presiding officer,

Now tpon this question of the taxa-
tion of railroads T have but little to
say today for the recason that I have
already given, but I want to place the
State Grange right upon this question
of taxation, because it has been ru-
mored about the State House by some,
pretending to represent the State
Grange, that the State Grange was not
in favor-—or the Master of it, to equal
taxation; and T wish to read from the
report of the proceedings of the State
Girange of this State:

“Emincnt men have studied the
problem of taxation in the past and will
continue these labors in the years that
are to come. 'The one thing the Grange
stands for in this matter, is the equity
of the proposition in the State Consti-
tution which says ‘that all property
must be taxed according to the wvalue
thereof.” ”

We helieve, by the best estimate we
can get, that there is one hundred mil-
lions of railroad property in the State
of Maine that is not paying today quite
one per cent., even if you tax them
four and a half on the gross receipts;
and when all the property of the State
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of Maine is paying at the rate of two
per cent., we feel there is something
wrong about it. T must say that 1 can
see no conceivable reason why the rail-
roads in the State of Maine should not
pay upon their property just the same
as the farmers pay upon their proper-
ty; and that is going to be the issue in
the State of Maine in the near future;
and it is today.

I wish to say that no man in the
Democratic party has any right to say
that they have changed their time-
honored belief and platform in favor
of equal taxation in this Stae. We
are in favor of it and have put it in
our platform and we are not ready to
adopt the Republican method of taxa-
tion. Neither are we willing to sur-
render the mandates of the Constitu-
tion; and later on, when it is in or-
der, T shall put before this Senate the
order which I have just introducad.
Let us have the actual valuation of
all the property in the State of Maine.
Then there will be no question of what
you shall tax this; and then I think
it will be a good thing for the Stare
of MIaine, because it is a fact that,
excepting the commissioners’ report,
there is no actual way to get at the
value of the railroads In the State of
Maine. I am not blaming my Demo-
cratic friends on that committee, but
I say if they had had something to go
by, I haven’'t any doubt they would
have taxed them according to their
actual wvalue, just the same as they
tax farmers all over the State of
Maine; and if they did, you would get
today between fourteen and fifteen
hundred thousand dollars in tax where
last year you got six hundred on all
the railroads of the State. That is to
be the great issue. ILet us commence
to get that valuation and then we can
tax them just the same as others in
the State of Maine. The people will

never submit—they will never ac-
quiesce—they will never be satisfied
until we have equal taxation in the

State of Maine.

Now, Mr. President, I move that the
report “ought not to pass” be accept-
ed.

The motion prevailed. Thereupon
Mr. Staples submitted the order.

Mr. MILLIKEN of Aroostook: Mr.

President: I do not know that I see
any objection to the order provided it
does not ingur any extra expense. On
the question which the senator from
Knox has introduced, I do not feel
like keeping silent, however, simply
for this reason. I do not want to rest
silent here under an implication that
those who favor the present system
of taxation of railroads, or those who
assent to the report of the committee
on taxation providing for an increased
tax on railroads to be arrived at under
the present methods, do so for the rea-
son that they wish to shield the rail-
roads of the State from paying their
fair share of taxation. I want to say,
so far as I personally am concerned.
and as I apprehend that view is shar-
ed by the committee on taxation, of
which I am not a member, both Demo-
crats and Republicans, that the rea-
son, it seems to me, for the present
method of assessing the tax on rail-
roads of the State is not for the pur-
pese of assessing them for less than
a proper tax, or for the purpose of
their paying less than the farmer pays
on farmn property, as the senator sug-
gests, but for the purpose of assessing
them more than on the same property
used for farming purposes. In other
words, the present system has been
devised for the purpose of getting at
the true value of the railroads, name-
ly, the franchise value. It sounds well
to say that railroad property and the
property of a public service corpora-
tion should be taxed precisely the
same as, and that it should be valued
precisely the same as if used for a
farm; but there is an important dif-
ference, Mr. President, between a faim
and a railroad; and the difference is
this: The State has given the farmer
no exclusive authority to farm in his
neighborhood; the State has not pre-
vented any number of farmers who
can secure the land from farming in
the same town; the State has said (o
the railroad, in fact; this territory is
yours, and it is your duty as a publiz
servant to transport the people and
freight in this section at reasonable
rates. That charter and that franchise
has a value and the wvalue varies in
accordance with the business that the
railroad does. One railroad, in one
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part of the State, may have 50 miles
-0f track and may do on that track a
thousand dollars of business a year,
another railroad, in another part of the
State, may have 50 miles of track and
with only slightly more equipment ia
the way of rolling stock, may do $20,-
‘000 worth of business per mile. Now
the present system, as I understand
it, is devised to get at that very con-
-dition of things and to tax the rail-
road that has the more valuable fran-
chise accordingly. And I do not wish
to sit silent under the imputation that
that distinction has not been raised
before the committee on taxation. I
‘believe the method is a correct ome.
So far as the order is concerned, T see
no objeection to its passage, provided,
.as I said, it does not carry any extra
expense.

The question being
passage of the order,
passed.

On motion by Mr., Staples of Knox,
“Majority report, legal affairs com-
mittee, ought not to pass,” on bill,
to protect the State against paying
judgments obtained agsainst certain of-
ficers; minority report, same commit-
tee, on same bill, “ought to pass,” was
talken from the table.

Mr. STAPLES of Knox: Mr. Presi-
dent: This matter was assigned for
‘teday; but to accommodate the sena.-
ter from York, Senator Gowell, I shall
be pleased to accommodate him, and
‘therefore move that it be re-assigned
for Tuesday, March 23.

The motion prevailed.

On motion by Mr. Wheeler of Cum-
berland, Senate Document “Resolve in
favor of Maine School for Feebla
Minded” was taken from the table.
On further motion by Mr. Staples of
Knox, the resolve was finally passed.

On motion by Mr. Kellogg of Penob-
scot, House Document No. 303, ‘Re-
solve for roads in Indian Township”
was taken from the table and on his
further motion the resolve took its sec-
ond reading and was passed to be en-
grossed.

On motion by Mr. Wyman of Wash-

-ington, Bill, An Act providing for a
bounty cn wildcats was recalled from
‘the Governor; on further motion by the
same senator, the vete whereby the

the
was

put upon
the order

bill was passed to be enacted was re-
considered; and on his further motion
the bhill was tabled.

Mr, Wyman of Washington present-
ed bill, “An Act to amend Section 22
of Chapter 32 of the Revised Statutes
as amended by Section 5 of Chapter
132 of the Public Laws of 1905, relating
to payment of damage done to growing
crops by deer; and wmoved that the
rules be suspended, and that, as the
matter has really been acted upon by
the committee, the bill take its two
several readings and passed to be en-
grossed.

‘The bill was read twice. On mection by
Mr. Macomber of Kennebec, the bill
was tabled pending its passage to be
engrossed.

On motion by Mr. Wyman of Wash-
ington, BRill, “An Act prohibiting the
use of firearms fitted with any device
tc deaden the sound of explosion,” was
taoken from the table; and on further
motion by the same senator, the Dbill
was indefinitely postponed.

Mr. KNOWLTON of Piscataquis:
Mr. President, I do not know exactly
how to proceed. T have an amendment
to offer to a very important bill that
ncw lies on the table. The gentleman
who placed it on the table, the sena-
tor from York, is not here; and after
the experience I had the cther day, T
dizcover that forewarned is forearmed,
I wish to offer this amendment because
it is very germane and essential to
that act; and if the act should pass in
my absence it would not be complete
without the amendment. If there is any
way for me to call up that resolve just
long enough to introduce this amend-
m=nt, I should like to do so.

The PRESIDENT: It is, of course,
not in order to present an amendment
while a bill lies upon the table. It is
in order, and is parliamentary prac-
tice, for the senator to move to take
the biil from the table, although tabled
by another senator in his absence. It
is in order, though not often done.

On motion by Mr. XKnowlton of Pis-
catacquis, Senate Document No. 381,
“Bill to equalize school privileges,”
was taken from the table. The same
senator introduced Senate Amendment
A to Senate Document No. 381

AIr. MILLIKEN of Aroostook: Mr.
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President, I do not know what the
views of the senator from York were
about this bill, or what his idea was
in tabling it, but it seems to me his
rights should be protected in the mat-
ter. For the purpose of giving him that
protection, I move that, pending the
adoption of the amendment, both the
bill and amendment lie upon the table
and that the amendment be printed.

The moticn prevailed.

Oon motion by Mr. Macomber of Ken-
nebee, “the bill to amend Section 22
of Chapter 32 of the Revised Statutes
as amended by Section 5 of Chapter
133 of the Public Laws of 1905, relat-
ing to payment of damage done to
growing crops by deer,” was taken
from the table; on further motion by
the samé senator, the bill was tabled
to be nrinted.

On motion by the same senator,
Housz Document, No. 244, ““An Act to
amend Section 25 of Chapter 53 of the
Revised Statutes relating to necessary
regulations of street railroads by mu-
nicipal officers” was taken from the
table; and on his further motion the
same was passed to be enacted.

On motion by Mr. Irving of Aroos-
took, Senate Document No. 417, “Re-
solve in favor of the town of Smyrna,
appropriating $258.64 to reimburse the
town of Smyrna for money paid out
on account of State paupers,” was tak-
en from the table.

Mr. MILLIKEN of Arcostook: Mr.
President, I desire to offer Senate
Amendment A to Senate Document
417; and in explanation of the amend-
ment I wish to say simply that the
bill was reported in new draft to the
committee and through an error the
body of the resolve was not changed to
eorrespond with the title. The purpose
of the amendment is to correct that
error and to submit a new statement
of facts to correspond with the new
draft,

Senate Amendment A was adopted;
and on further motion by the same
senator, the resolve as amended took
its second reading and was passed to
be engrossed.

On motion by Mr. Looney of Cum-
berland, Senate Document No. 102,
“Resclve propcsing an amendment to
the Constitution of the State of Maine

providing for the election on the Tues-
day next after the first Monday in No-
vember bi-ennially of Governors, sena-
tors, representatives and other officers
now required to be elected on the sec-
ond Monday of September bi-ennially,”
was taken from the table and on his
further motion the report of the com-
mittee ‘“‘ought not to pass’” was ac-
cepted.

On motion by Mr. Knowlton of Pis-
cataquis, Senate Document No. 415,
“An Act relative to school outhouses,”
was taken frem the table; and on fur-
ther motion by the same senator, the
bill was indefinitely postponed.

On motion by the same senator,
House Document No. 5%6, “Resolve in
favor of Alexis O. Robbins to reim-
burse him for expenses incurred in
contested election in Fort Kent class,”
wasg taken from the table; and on his
further motion, the accompanying re-
port “ought to pass” was accepted and
the bill was read and assigned.

On further motion by the same sena-
tor, House Document No. 46, “An Act
relating to hawkers and pedlars,”
was taken from the table; and on his
further motion, the accompanying re-
port “ought not to pass” was accepted.

On motion by Mr. Macomber of Ken-
nebee, House Document No. 501, “Re-
solve in favor of the town of Dresden
in aid of the repair and maintenance
of bridges,” specially assigned for to-
day, was taken from the table and
reassigned for Friday, March 19.

Mr. Walker of Hancock, submitted
bill “An Act to amend Chapter 54 of
the Public Laws of 1907, in relation to
salary cf chaplain of the Maine State
prison,” and moved that it be given its
several readings, and passed to be en-
grossed, without reference to any com-
miittee.

Mr. WALKER: Mr. President: I
will say a word in explanation. An
Act similarly prepared and introduced
at the beginning of the session passed
both Houses and was signed by the
President and approved by the Gov-
ernor. It has since been discovered by
the State auditor that the substitu-
tion effected by the aruendment is not
in the wroper place and is not after
the proper word. And this is an amend-
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ment, rectifying that error in accord- tool, Senate Document No. 329, “Re-
ance with the facts as they now exist. solve in favor of Western State Nor-
It is simply a healing process. mal School,” was taken from the

The metion prevailed. The bill tock table.
its two readings and was passed to Mr. MILLIKEN of Aroostook: I

be engrossed.

Passed To Be Enacted.

An Act to amend Chapter 509 of the
Public Laws of 1885 relating to com-
missioners of cemeteries and public
grounds.

On motion by Mr. Baxter of Cum-
berland, House Document No. 545, “An
Act to incorporate the Northeastern
Insurance Co.,”” was taken from the
table; aund on his further motion the
Lill took its second reading and was
passed to be engrossed.

On motion by Mr. Milliken of Aroos-

wish to say that Senate Document No,
329 appears on the calendar under the
name of Senator Hamilton. The fact
is that he took it from the table and
I moved that it be tabled again pend-
ing the filing of a statement of facts.

Mr. Walker of Hancock thereupon
submitted statement of facts to accom-
pany Senate Document No. 329.

On motion by Mr. Walker of Han-
coclkk “Resolve in favor of Western
State Normal School” took its second
reading and was passed to be en-
grossed.

On motion by Mr. Walker of Han-
cock, the Senate adjourned.



