MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE

The following document is provided by the
LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied

(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions)




Legislative Record

of the

Seventy-Third Legislature

of the

State of Maine.

1907.



I.EGISLATIVE RECORD —SENATE MARCH 7.

469

SENATE.

Thursday, March 7, 1907.

Senate called to order by the Presi-
dent.

Prayer hy Rev. Mr. Wight of Hallo-
well.

Journal c¢f the previous session read
and approved.

Pagers from the House disposed
in concurrence.

House Bills Read and Assigned.

An Act to provide for the cemetery
funds in the town of Wiscasset.

An Act in relation to compensation
for clerk hire in the office of the clerk
of courts for the county of Androscog-
gin,

An Act authorizing the agent of the
Passamaquoddy tribe of Indians to re-
move any of the distressed npoor of
that tribe to either reservation within
his agency limits.

An Act authorizing Webster planta-
tiou to build and maintain its reads and
bridges and to raise meonev for that
purpose. .

An Act to set off a part of the town
of Steuben in the county of Washing-
ten and annex it to the town of Mil-
bridge in said county. .

An Aect to incorporate the Society of
the Sisters of Wisdom.

An Act to amend Section 1 of Chap-
ter 166 of the Private and Special Laws
of 1887, entitled “An Act creating the
Fort Fairfield Village Corporation.” as
amended by Chapter 303 of the Private
and Snecial Laws of 1905,

An Act granting Charles H. Scott the
right to maintain a ferrv across Egge-
moggin Reach in Hancock county.

An Act to amend Chapter 184 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1899, en-
titled “An Act to establish a munici-
pal cocurt in the town of Searsport.”

An Act relating to sales of land for
taxes in incorporated places.

An Act to incorporate the Wilton Vil-
lage Corroration.

An Act to incorrorate the Bean’s Cor-
ner and Dryden Telephone Co.

An Act to incerporate the Searsport
Electric Co. '

An Act to amend Sectien of Char
ter 61, Revised Statutes. relating to the
returns of hirths, marriages and deaths.

29
Qe

of .

An Act to incorporate the Penobscot
Valley Trust Co.

An Act to extend the charter of the
Orono Trust Company.

An Act to autherize Penobscot River
Railroad Co. to locate across Lake Me-
gunticook and other waters.

An Act to amend Section 53 of Chap-
ter 4 of the Revised Statutes, relating
to the payment of damages done by
dogs or wild animals to domestic ani-
mals.

An Act tc incorporate the Common-
wealth Trust Co,

An Act organizing the Fairfleld and
Skowhegan Railway Co.

An Aet to amend the charter of the
Waldo Trust Co.

An Act to incorporate
Trust Co.

An Act to incorporate
ment Trust Co.

An Act to incorporate the North Jay
Trust Co.

An Act to incorporate the Kennebunk
Trust Co.

An Act to incorporate the Penobscot
Trust Co.

An Aect to incorporate
Farmington Water District.

An Act to amend an Act passed at
the mresent session of the Legislature
entitled “An Act to make valid certain
decings of the town of Danforth in the
ccunty of Washington.

An Act to amend Section 2 of Chap-
cer 538 of the Private and Special Laws'
of 1887. as ameuded by Chapter 67 of
the Private and Special Laws of 1891,
relating to the Buckfield Village Cor-
poration.

An Act to amend Secticn 10 of Chap-
ter 90 of the Revised Statutes, relating
to ensts on petition for partition of real
estate.

An Act to amend the city charter of
the c¢ity of Saco.

An Act to extend the charter
IZastport Streat Railway Co.

An Act relating to improvements on

tratton brook in the township of Wy-
man in the county of Franklin.

An Act to authorize the huilding of
piers zach side of the draw in the Ruth-
erford’s Island bridge in the lown of
Bristal,

An Act to amend Section 1 of Chap-

the Knox

the Invest-

the West

of the
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ter 116 of the Revised Statautes, as
amended by Chapter 140 of the Public
Laws of 1905, relating to the salaary of
public officers and compensation of
members of the government,

An Act to incorporate the Strong
Lighting and Improvement Company.

An Act to incorporate the Penobscot
Electric Power and Telephone Com-
pany.

An Act to incorporate the West Bow-
doin Cemetery Association.

An Act to amend Chapter 339 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1901 as
amended by Chapter 5 of the Private
and Special Laws of 1903, relating to
the Winthrop Water and Drainage Co.

An Act tc amend Section 8 of Chap-
ter 20 of the Revised Statutes of 1303,
relating to Dburying grounds.

An Act to autherize the removal of
the bodies of deceased persons from
the Hawkes cemetery, so-called, in the
town of Windham.

An Act authorizing towns to main-
tain private burying grounds.

An Act to make valid the organiza-
tion of the Wiscasset, Waterville &
Farmington Railway Company and to
extend its charter.

An Act to revise the charter or the
city of Westbrook.

An Act for the protection
. pers and butchers.

An Act to amend Section 1 of Chap-
ter 262 of the Private and Special Laws
of the State of Maine for the year 1902,
entitled “An Act to authorize the Bos-
ton IBxcelsior Company to erect piers
and booms in Sebec river.”

Resolve making appropriations for
the Passamaquoddy tribe of Indians.

Resolve in favo~ of the West rn Stat:
Normal school at Gorham.

Resolve making appropriations
the Penobscot trike of Indians.

Resolve in favor of the City of Au-
gusta.

Resolve in favor of town
field in Washington county.

Resolve in favor of the Maine
prison. -

Resolve in favor of the Farmington
State Normal school

Resolve making appropriation for the
Pagsamaquoddy tribe of Indians.

of ship-

for

of Tops-

State

An Act to prohibit the throwing the
sawdust and other waste material into
Meadowdack in Liberty in the county
of Waldo or any of its tributaries. On
motion of Mr. Staples of Knox this bill
was tabled.

Majority and minority reports of the
commmittee on eductaion on BIill, An
Act to provide an annual appropriation
for the maintenance of the University

of Maine, submitting same in new
draft under same title, and that it
ought to pass, signed Messrs. Rice,
Philoon, Milliken, Xendall, Hawkes:s,

Lord and Murphy. Minority report of
the same committee on the same bill
in new draft under same title and that
it ought tc pass signed Messrs. Stearns
and Gleason. On motion by Mr. Phil-
oon of Androscoggin both reports were
tabled for printing and Thursday,
March 14. assigned for their considera-
tiom.

The following bills, petitions, etc.,
were presented and referred:
Judiciary.
By Mr. Putmam ol Aroostook: Bill,
An Act. in relation to equitable de-

felices.

Also. Bill, "An Act to amend Section
4 of Chawnter 8 of the Fublic Laws of
1805, relating to the appontment of re-
ceivers. '

Legal Affairs,
By Mr. Milis of Hancock—EBill, An
Act to amerd Chapter 179 of the Pub-

lic Laws of 1905, relating to register of
deeds.
Appropriations and Financial Affairs.

By Mr. Garcelon of Androscoggin—
Petition of the Chaucer Club of Liver-
more Falls. in favor of an awpropria-
tion for the State of Ma.ne building ex-
hibit at the Jamestown Exposition, and
the reproduction of the hoitie of Long-
fellow as the Maine State building.

By Mr. Theriauilt of Aroostook—Peti-
tion of the Ricker Travel Class of
Houlton for same.

By Mr. Balley of Somerset—-Petition
of W. 8. Stinchfield and 39 others of
Skowhegan for same.

By Mr. Page of Somerset-—Petition of
own Improvement Society of Skowhe-
gan for same.

By Mr. Philoon nf Androscoggin—Pe-
tition of the Twin City Parliamentary
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Clubh of Lewiston and Auburn for same.
Mr. Clarke of Lincoln—Petition of the
Conkling Class of Portland for same.
By Mr. Foss of Cumberland—Petition
of the Mentone Club of Woodfords for
same,
Agriculture,

By Mr. Brown of Kennebec—Resolive
providing for the amendment of Sec-
tion 17 of Chapter 60 of the Revised
Statutes relating to the use of the score
card by agricultural societies.

Inland Fisheries and Game.

By Mr. Ayer of Kennebec—Petition
of F. I&. Blake and others of Sidney, for
an appropriation to screen Liake Messa-
lonskee.

Temperance.

By Mr. Brown of Kennebec—Bill, An
Act to provide for a systematic enforce-
ment of the laws of the State prohibit-
ing the sale of intoxicating liquors.

Also: Resolve to ascertain the will
of the peeple as fo re-submitting the
26th amendment of the Constitution re-
lating to the prohibition of the manu-
faeture and sale of intoxicating liquors.
On motion by Mr. Brown thege Dbills
were tabled for printing pending ref-
crence to the committee on temper-
ance.

By Mr. Hastings of Oxford--Remon-
strance of W, 1. Gray and 25 others
of PParis, against the duplication by the
University of Maine, at the expense of
the State, of the liberal arts course.
Placed on fle.

Read and Assigned.

An Act to incorporate the Northern
Aroostook Electric Cempany.

An Act to incorporate the Central
Aroostook Electric Company.

An Act to extend the charter of the
Waterville Gas and Electric Company.

An Act to authorize the Auburn
Water Commissioners to make a fur-
ther issue of bonds to be used for the
purposes of itg incorporation.

An Act relating to the Bluehill Wat-
or Company.

Resolve in favor of the Castine Nor-
mal School.

An Act to amend Section 13 of Chap-
ter 117, of the Revised Statutes, relat-
ing to witness fees before referees, au-
ditors or commissioners,

Resolve in favor of the town of Isle
au Haut.

An Act to incorporate
Water Company.

An Act to incorporate the Washburn
Electric Company.

An Act to regulate ice fishing in
Twitchell and Round ponds in Green-
wood, and to close the tributaries to
Round and North ponds in the county
of Oxford.

the Naples

Reports of Committees.’

Mr. Mills for the committee on legal
affairs on petition of Harry M. Pierce
and others of Farmington, for an
amendment to the law regulating the
practice of veterinary surgery, medi-
cine and dentistry, reported that the
same be referred to the committce on
agriculture.

By Mr. fimpson for the committee on
apprapriations and financial affairs, on
order relating to pay and mileage of
Leon 8. Lippincott, an officer of the
last Senate. reported that he be pnid
$10 and usual mileage, and that the
same be inclnded in the pay roll of the
Senate.

Mr. Putnam for the committee on
judiciary, on Bill. An Act to incorpoer-
ate the Mount Abram Telephone and
Telegraph Company reported that the
same cught to pass.

Mr. Stearns for the committee on ed-
ucation on petition of Peter C. Keegan
and trustees of the Van Buren College,
for an appropriation to aid in the erce-
tion of an additional building for col-
lege purpcses, submitted “Resolve in
aid of erecting a building at Van Fu-
ren College for college purposes.

Mr. Page for the committee on banks
and banking, on Bill. An Act a-dditional
to and amendatcry of Chapter 335 of
the Private and Special Laws of 1905,
entitled “An Act to incorporate the
Central Safe Denpcsit Company” and to
change the name of said company. re-
rorted that the same ought to pass.

The same senator for the same com-
mittee, on Bill, An Act to extend the
charter of the City Trust Company of
Pangor, Maine, submitted the same in
new draft under title of “An Act to ex-
tend the charter of the City Trust Com-
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panyv of Bangor, Maine, and to change
the name of the said company.”

The same senator for the same com-
mittee on Bill. An Act to extend the
charter of the Bluehill Trust and
Banking Company, reported that the
ssune onught to pass.

The same senator for the same com-
mittee on Bill, An Act 'to extend the
charter of the Cumberland Trust Com-
pany, reported the same ought to pass.

Majority report of the joint special
committec on salaries and fees, on or-
der Adirecting said committee to inquire
into the expediency of increasing the
pay of the members of the Legislature
and of placing them as regards free
passes and mileage on an equality with
other State officials, submitted Bill,
“An Act to amend Section 11 of Chap-
ter 116 of the Revised Statutes, as
amended by Section 1 of Chapter 53 of
the Public Laws of 1905, relating to
compensation of members of the govern-
ment. Signed by Messrs. Sewall, Milli-
ken, Stevens, Skidmore, Newbert, Pea-
cock.

Minority report of the same commit-
tee on same order, that legislation
thereon is inexpedient, was signed by
Messrs. Staples, Page, Giddings, Rey-
nolds. On motion by Mr. Staples of
Knox both the majority and minority
reports were laid on the table for
printing, together with the accompany-
ing bill.

'Phe foregoing bills and resolves re-
rorted onght to pass were tabled for
printing under the joint rules.

An Act to extend the powers and
rights of the Brunswick Electric Light
and Power Company. On motion this
biil took its second reading under the
suspensinn of the rules and was passed
to be engrossed.

Passed to Be Engrossed.

An Act relating to the issue of bonds
by Van Buren Water District.

An Act authorizing the construction
of a whart into the tide waters of Cas-
co hay, in the town of Falmouth.

An Act to enlarge the powers of the
Auburn, Mechanic Falls and Norway
Street Railway, and o change its
name to Lewiston, Augusta & Water-
ville Street Railway.

An Act to extend the charter of the
Mount Desert Trust Company.

An Act to set off the real estate of
Mary E. Warren from the town of
Brownfield and annex it to the town of
Denmark.

An Act to exempt blind persons from
the payment of poll. tax.

Passed to Be Enacted.

An Act to amend Chapter 329 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1905, re-
lating to the protection of fish in cer-
tain waters of Limerick, Parsonsfield
and Cornish.

Orders of the Day.

On motion by Mr. Staples of Knox,
House Document No. 230 “Bill to
amend Revised Statutes, relating to
lime casks” was taken from the table.
On further motion by the same sena-
tor the bill was passed to be engrossed.

On motion by Mr. Mills of Hancock,
Senate Document No. 163 “Majority
report, ought to pass, in new draft,”
minority report, ought not to pass, on
bill relating to TUnion Water Power
Company” was taken from the table.

Mr. MILLS of Hancock—Mryr. Presi-
dent I trust that the motion of the
senator from Oxford that the minority
be accepted will not prevail.

Mr. HASTINGS of Oxford—Mr.
President, the question before the Sen-
ate, the Legislature, and the people of
Maine is whether or not the Union
Water Power Company of Lewiston
shall be allowed, by legislative act, to
draw down the water of the Rangeley
lakes below the low water level,
whether or not this Legislature shall
extend to this powerful corporation a
right never before granted in the his-
tory of the State. This was the pro-
position submitted in the bill that was
presented to the Legislature in the
early part of this session; this was the
proposition that was placed before and
submitted to the committee which re-
ported the hill now under consideration
in a new draft, which containg several
Hmitations and provisos which are
valueless and of no consequence, fail-
ing completely to touch or affect the
viciousness and enormity of the meas-
ure. It is the same old bill tho" he-
comingly decked and attired.
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In order to get at this let us see
what the original bill was, let us see
what this company tried to get, for it
is to be presumed that they could not
get a favorable report on it as it then
was drawn. (Reading the bill) That,
gentlemen, was the bill. as simple and
honest a bill as words could formulate,
before it encountered difficulties and
troubles on its way. Now let us see
what the bill is before us as it has
finally come from the committee, after
having been given long and faithful
consideration.

The first change which catches the
eye is this ‘““wvhen necessary to main-
tain a flow of water in the Androscog-
gin river through Errol dam in the
state of New Hampshire, of not more
than 1400 cubic feet of water per
second.” Now, gentlemen of the Senate,
does that add anything to the bill?
Who can know outside of the Union
Water Power Company whether or
gates at Errol fourteen hundred cubic
teet of water? Who could find out how
much was going through if he should
make the attempt? What cottage own-
er, what hotel-keeper, what steamboat
proprietor, what one of the citizens
of Maine could ever go there from
December 1st to the first of April and
find out how many cubic feet of water
was being used per second? Every
senator in this Chamber knows that
the company would draw what it
needed during those months, and no
one, even if he knew they were ex-
ceeding the liinit, could help himself..
An utterly worthless and useless limi-
tation in the bill

The following proviso locating the
elevation of the sills of the deep gates
simply makes clear and plain what
they said they meant in the first draft.

But next comes a great and sur-
prising concession in this provision
relating to the construction of a dam
across Rapid River below the Pond-
in-the-River for the purpose of facil-
itating the driving of logs and thereby
saving water. On the face of it, this
seemns like an honest plan on the part
of the company to save up and store
an enormous amount of water. But,
gentlemen, anyone familiar with the
driving of small streams knows that

dams like the one suggested are com-
paratively small and inexpensive af-
fairs and are built in large number in
all parts or the State to aid log driv-
ers in dry seasous. Fhe only wonder
is that it has not been done before.
Some water might be saved and prob-
ably would, but it would be merely a
drop in the bucket, a bucketful in the
sea compared with the whole product
of this Rangeley water basin. And the
claim of the company that water
would be saved by the dam sufficient
to make up the extra amount which
could be drawn off under this bill is
absurd, a matter of guess work and
conjecture. - But, gentlemen, if the
company puts this forward as an hon-
est proposition, why not say to them
‘Build your dam, save the water, and
see if you cannot tide over the low
water period a year or two and pos-
sibly y¥ou may find that you will not
need to dredge the outlets of the lakes.
Possibly you may not require the
great concession from the State.
Section 2 has been added. In this
section provision has been made for
holding the company liable for any
legal damages sustained by any per-
son, ete. Note the wording ‘“legal
damages” and “legally recoverable.”
The damage must be legal: the dam-
age must be legally recoverble.
Now, gentlemen, I am not going in-
to the techmnical part of this matter.
I am not going to array legal au-
thorities or cite precedents but I am
goinz to say that in my judgment
there is not an attorney within the
sound of my voice who thinks or be-
lieves that any damage whatever
could be legally assessed against this
company when it had been given the
right by the State to use and draw
off the water of the State thereby
leaving the land of the State exposed
to the air, an unsightly, foul-smelling
border around the lake in front of
the hotels and cottages. Does any-
one think this section malkes the bill
more acceptable to those who are im-
meuiately interested? But admitting
for the sake of this argument that
the damages w-uld not be “damages
without injury” and not too remote,
who could afford to test (his out in
the courts with this powerful corpo-
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ration, and of what avail would it be

after one disastrous season at the
lakes.
I submit, gentlemen, it is a fair

statement to make that the Dbill be-
fore us differs not in the essential
features from the bill as first drawn.
It simmers down to one and the same
proposition, the drawing down of
Mooselucmaguntic and Richardson
Lakes some six or more feet below the
present low water level without let or
hindrance from December 1lst to April
ist; the opening of the door of the
last asset of the people, an asset
growing and increasing in value year
by year and destined to be in the fu-
ture the most wonderful lake and in-
land resort on the face of the earth, to
a private corporation, animated only
by a desire for more dividends, a cor-
poration without soul asking this
mighty concession from this Legisla-
ture, that they may have a little more
water for a week or two, a few weeks,
now and then a year. In our whole
State there is nothing dearer to the
hearts of the people than these lakes,
given to us in abundance by the Al-
mighty to be held inviolate through
the ages. Our beautiful rivers now
contaminated and poisoned were dean
to the people, our boundless and mag-
nificent forests now beyond our reach,
were our pride, but it has remained
for the corporations to touch the ten-
derest chord of our heart-strings by
this proposition of levying upon our
lakes.

“we will do no
mar the scenic
destroy the fish
7 But, gentlemen, that
is conjecture only, and this is but
the first step. In this bill they are
merely getting a foot-hold. What has
heen our experience this winter? Is
it not true that three-fourths of our
time has been spent on these corpo-
ration matters? Is it not true that
they get what they can the first time
and then in two years, or when con-
ditions are more tfavorable, they‘come
back for more? Once given the key
that unlocks the Rangeleys and the
other corporations will come trooping
in for the same treatment. After the

Oh,
harm,
beauty;
in the lakes

but they say,
we will not
we will not

beautiful Rangeleys,
the great Moosehead.

then will come

Indeed in this contest not the Un-
ion Water Power Company alone Iis
interested. The International Paper
Company with its representatives, the
Berlin Mills Company, too, a corpora-
tion in another State, but located on
the Androscoggin, are standing about
in more than an interested manner
and feel a bond of sympathy with the
struggling power company and at-
tend upon us with hungry and greedy
eves, each apparently vieing with the
other in their enthusiasm and deter-
mination to get the bill through.

But, gentlemen, does this company
deserve more at the hands of the
State and that too free of cost? For
now thirty years or more this com-
pany, made up as it is of representa-
tives of five or six great manufactur-
ing companies, in the city of Lewis-
ton, has at the trifling expense of
keeping up their dams received and
enjoyed the magnificent power of
these Rangeley Lake waters free of
cost from the State. The whole pro-
duct of this great watershed has been
caught up, harnessed and distributed,
contributing to their profits and divi-
dends to an exXtent beyond computa-
tivn: this whole lake region, an area
ninety square miles, with the dams as

now located, has rushed down the
valley of the Androscogzgin and
made the city of Lewiston, con-
tributing and perpetuating and
making fixed and permanent her
prosperity. On the water, as now
stored, in wet geasons and dry

seasons olther great manufacturing cen-
ters have grown up even beyond the
dream of their most sanguine promoters.
Berlin Fallg, Rumford Falls, Livermporo
Falls are thriving and prosperous.

But Mr. White, the treasurer of the
Union Water Power Company, in a com-
munication to the Lewiston Journal of
Monday last, said that ‘‘they needed a
supply for a few weeks in the winter
months, nct every year perhaps, but ev-
ery few years,” and that their need was
“no trifling handicap to the mills,” and
in that article he tells of the ‘“various
expedients that were studied by their
engineers,” but which were ‘“dismissed
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as not practical or reasonable’’—couldn’t
be dene or cost too much.

But, gentlemen, did he say that they
had exhausted their storage powers in
that Rangely lake region? Why did he
not canvass tthe practical question of
storage in the valley of the Magalloway
in which valley for years this company
has been planning to create additional
and supplementary storage, till this pro-
ject of lowering the outlets, which was
cheaper, was ventured upon?

The Senate may recall that the Magal-
loway is a river flowing into ithe Um-
bagog lake, the last and lowest of the
Rangeleys, the immediate source of the
Androscoggin river, and that in this val-
ley above all settlements of the Magallo-
way and Lincoln plantations is a mag-
nificent natural storage basin requiring
only a dam at the falls of Aziscoos. I
say, gentlemen, it has for years been
planned by the directors of this com-
pany to utilize this power and I was
told by a representative of these great
companies only the other day, a man
high in the confidence of that company,
a man who knows the possibilities of
that region, that ithe utilization of that
opportunity for storage would furnish all
the water needed at any time of short-
age in our dryest years. This same rep-
resentative further told me that it had
never been considered possible to get
from the State the right to dredge theso
outlets. But here we have it. We ara
face o face with the proposition in the
year 1907. It is cheaper, as the treas-
urer of the power company, in his arti-
cle, says. A dam at Aziscoos falls would
flow timber land, cause damage that
would be legal. This poor company with
this magnificent power falling from the
beautiful Oquossoc to its damg at Lew-
iston cannot afford to develop other stor-
age, but comes heres and asks of us to
imperil the summwr interests of the whole
State, hound from their very nature to
last for all time, for the purpose of sav-
ing a few paltry dollars.

The manufacturing interests of the
State are great. They deserve well at
our hands. The private corporations
contribute wonderfully to the prosperity
of the mpeople; they deserve well at our
hands. The summer interesis, as yet in
their infancy, are boundless in their pos-

sibilities. Within the past few years the
tide of summer travel has turned rapidly
here. The nerve-racked, the brain-worn
and the pleasure-seekers of the nation
have sought rest, recreation and renewed
health and vigor in the region of our
beautiful lakes, till in summer mionths
our State has become the playground, the
resting place of the nation. These Range-
ley lakes now surpass all other inland
lake resorts, and bid fair to become as
famous as those of the Adirondacks, ex-
celling as they do in beauty of surround-
ings the far famous Trossacks and the
Lakes of Killarney.

These business corporations, these sum-
mer interests, each have their special
right. The one should not be allowed to
encroach npon or jeopardize the other.

Now, whether the granting of this bill
would destroy the scenic beauty of our
lakes, and 1 do not dqoubt that it would;
whether the granting of 1ihe bill will
cause the destruction of the fish in the
lakes, and the authorities on fish culture
say tha tit would, whether the granting
of this bill will damiage and injure and
possibly wipe out all indivdiunal interests
about thess lakes, I do not propose to
discuss. No one knows; no one can
know. The lakes may fill up, if drawn
dowh: they may not. One thing, how-
ever, is certain, is sure. If we do not
grant this bill, if we do not open this
door, then we may be sure, then we may

know that all interests are safe. We
must take no chances.
If the manufacturing industries ars

suffering, let the Union Water Power
Company develop and exhaust the stor-
age resources of the Magalloway river,
even though it costs a hundred or two
hundred thousand dollars, let them con-.
struet the dam at the Pcnd-in-the-River
and thus save and conserve the waters
of the Richardson lakes to what extent
thev can, and they will have no cause to
complain of short water for vears to
come, .

To my county and the county of Frank-
line, in which these lakes are situated,
this is the most momertous and far-
reaching proposition that has come be-
fore the Legislature in the history of
the State. To the whole State it is a
proposition that overshadows® and ob-
scures all others presented at this Leg-
islature. Tt 4 a step which, if taken,
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may cost us our property; it is a stem
which wa can never retrace.

This is a contest on one sid eof which
are the private interests with their force
of trained and skilled lobbyists, on the
other side the plain peopile, strong in the
justice of ltheir cause.

We are here sitting in judgment under
our oaths, vepresenting no one interest,
no corporations; but the peopla of the
State. Let us, gentlemen, bring to bear
upon the solution of this question each

his own best conscience and ail will be’

well and will be content.

Mr. MILLS of Hancock: Mr. Pres-
ident and Gentlemen. In the discus-
sion of this question I wish to be gov-
erned by those interests which are for
the welfare of the people of the State.

As the senator from Oxford has just
said, the only desire I have in the
matter is that it may be decided®in
the interests of the majority of the
people who are concerned.

I wish to state briefly—and briefly
only—the reasons which influenced
the majority of the committee in mak-
ing this report and in recommending
this legislation; and before doing that
it seems to me fitting to say that
the senator’'s allusions to the lobby
and.to the corporate interests which
have been, and are, represented here,
and especially his statement made a

week ago when this guestion was
tabled, is rather out of place.”
Inasmuch as the men who are op-

posing this bill were opposing it vig-
orously before the friends of the
measure undertook the work or ever
took any steps towards its passage,
and inasmuch as the friends of the
senator from Oxford have done every-
thing in their power and have left no
stone unturned, it seems to me it
comes in rather poor taste for him
to make the suggestion which he has
regarding the influence of the lohby.

As a matter of fact, Mr. President,

I believe that every citizen of the
State has a right to come io this cap-
ital and, by conversation with the
members, undertake to secure the
passage of legislation which he de-
sires.

I believe that is the privilege which
every citizen should by right enjoy. I
believe it is proper, and further than

that T am quite certain that it is bene-
ficial for the purpose of giving to
members information generaly from
ditferent parts of the State.

I want to say also along that same
line that, when the senator from Ox-
ford spoke of our passing this bill in
the interests of certain large corpora-
tions that that argument did not
really appeal to me so much as it
would have appealed to me had I not
known that some of the richest cor-.
porations in the State are today op-
posing the bill.

Some of the corporations whose
water flows every day in the year and
every hour in the day and which sell
their water all over this country, come
here opposing a corporation which de-
sires the use of this water in the
lakes four months in the year.

What would they say if we should
say to them: You must shut off your
business at a certain period of the
year-—you must restrict it on account
of other interests which are to be
served?

This  corporation, Mr. President. by
an act passed in 1883, acquired the
right to fiow Mooselucmeguntick Lake
and lower Richardson Lakes.

Under that charter they erected a
dam twenty-one feet high. They stor-
ed water and do now store water fif-
teen feet above the natural level of
thé iakes. They have a right to use
this water at any time of the year and
at all times of the year. They have a
right to draw this water down and
they have that right legally and equit-
ably at any time of the season.

Now they come here, Mr. President,
and ask us to grant them the use of
six feet more of the waters during
four months of the winter.

They ask the privilege of lowering
the waters of Mooselucmeguntic and
also Richardson lake, during these
four months in order to keep the mills
in constant operation along the banks
of the Androscoggin River.

We claim, Mr. President, that it is
a reasonable and fair request. The
opposition say that this will prove to
be of great injury to the lakes. They
say that the lakes will not refili. That
is the main oppcsition—the main ar-
gument of the opposition,—that the
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lakss will not refill. Now, it seems to‘
me that it cannot be guesiioned that
the laigss will refill to the natural low
water level. It is an.absurd proposi-
tion to say that they will not refill to
that point, and that is as far as this
company is bound to keep them filled.
They have erected a dam at an enor-
mous expense. They have purchased
flowage rights all around that lake.
They have a right to use this water
which is stored there and they are
only bound, by law and equity, to keep
it up to the natural low water level.
That is all that can be asked of them.
Above that the water rises and falls
for the space of—to be exact., four-
teen feet, possibly -it may rise fifteen.
It is in actual practice fourteen.
This water rises and falls on the
shore of the lake to that amount.
But we claim, Mr. President, that
according to the facts of history, and
according to all reasoning, that the
lakes will not only refill to the natural
low water level, but they will refill
to the top of the dam. They have
always done this in the past, practi-
cally; and there is no reason, consid-
ering the hundreds of square miles of
area that drain into these lakes, that
they will not do it in the. future.
There is no argument to convince
us that the course of Nature is going

to be changed—that the rain-fall is
going to be materially less. BEvery
possible reason argues to the con-
trary.

As a matter of fact, these lakes
since 1887 have not only refilled but

they have begun to waste every year
,since that time. In 1887 they were
filled to the extent of twenty feet on
the ninth day of May, and they began
to waste on that date. In 1888 they
refilled from May 14th to April 19th
and so on to 1895, May 13 and water
was wasted in each and every one of
those years.

Now, provided that, by any pos-
sible contingency, these lakes should
not refill to the top of the dam, we
put this provision into the bill, name-
ly, that, before exercising the rights
which will be granted by this bill the
company must build a Jdam below
what is called Pond-in-River. On ac-
count of the physical surroundings

water during

at what is called Pond in the River a
great deal of water naturally goes to
waste. We provide that the com-
pany, at an expense of $500,000 which
the senator from Oxford says is prac-
tically no expense or does not amount
to very much—we provide that they
must build this dam and save twice
as much water as they ask to use. In
other words, they ask to draw from
the lakes now, durinz the winter
months, two and one-half billion feet
of water; and we say that they must,
by this dam save five billion feet of
water—there are six billion feet going
to swaste, accordinz to the figures of
the racord now kept. It requires one
million feet, according to the records
which we must gn by—and it is the
only authority we have to go by—
one million fecet only is required
for flowing the logs. Building the dam
will make a saving of five billion cubic
feet of water, and they only ask the
privilege of using two and a half billinn
during the four monthsg of the winter.
In other words they have come to this
Legislature and are secking to borrow
water and they guarantee to return it.
It is a guaranty, if you ean make a

guaranty by letters and figures and
provisions i» a bill. If the lake would

not refill. what would be the sense or
reason of drawing the water out an:l
what would te the use -f that extra
the sumraer and if th-
come up to ine top of the
dam? Why? It is so .nuch money
wasted., It ig $30,000 if I remember tha
figures correctly, whirh were given as
an estimate of the cost for dredging
this outlet. Thirty thousand dollars
could be thrown away, and is this eor-
poration. which the senator from Ox-
ford represents as being so greedy and
so selfish, inclined to throw away
330,000 for a purpose which will noti
henefit them in the least? It will not,

water did not

if the lakes do not refill to the top
of the dam. That is a clear proposi-
tion; amd it is nat open to argument.

and that is the whn!2 thing in a nui
shell. The corporation and those who
have its affairs in charge claim that
they can keep their mills ruaninz dur-
ing the winter with the privilege: and
they guarantece to return in the spring
and summer more than the amount
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which they use extra, as provided for
by the bill,

The senator speaks of the ‘‘vicious-
ness” and the “enormity’” of this bill;
but he does not point out the facts and
conditionis which make the Dbill vicious
or enormous. It is nice to use those
hig words and they sound fine when
they go out over the State and are reacd
by the people out on the farms; and I
want to say right here that I will ad-
mit that the people in Oxford and
Franklin, to the best of my judgment
—the majority of them—are opposed to
this measure. I Lelieve it is because
these big words would have been used
in regard to the effect of drawing down
these lakes. I believe more than that,
it is because misrepresentations have
been made through those misleading
communications which have been is-
sued and paid for in different papers.

I believe, if the thing were stated
fairly to the people of Oxford county,
and not only stated fairly but so that
they could understand it thoroughly
and could know what the effect would
be and how it would affect the working
poaple in Lewiston, in Rumford Falls
and in other places, I Dbelieve they
avould vote for the bill

Further than that, Mr. President, I
helieve that the men that are said 1o
- be opposed to the hill if they came
down here next July, provided the bill
were in operation, would not know that
the lakes had ever been drained. Tha2
trouble is that the probable results are
not correctly stated to the people and
they are not correctly and properly un-
derstood. 1t comes down to this prop-
osition: It is simply an issue between
the manufacturing interests of tha
State and the summer industry. Rotn
of which are fimportant. T believa
there is room enough for both on the
Rangeley lakes and the other lakes—
to expand and get all that water
that is required and needed, but if
we are to discriminate in any respect,
or in the slightest degree, I believe we
should legislate in favor of that indus-
try which keeps the people—the oper-
atives busy all the year rvound. If
there is to be any favoritism shosvn—i?
the word is properly used—let it be
shown towards that Ibusiness which
keeps 15.000 people busy from January 1

to December 31, provided the water
power is sufficient strong. Let it be in
favor of that industry which pays over
three hundred thousand dollars weekly
to operatives along the banks of the
Androscoggin river.

But I believe that nobody’'s interests
will be injured; and, if there is any
question or any doubt, give the opera-
tives the Lenefit of it. True: It may
effect favorably the owners or thc
stockholders of this corporation as weil
as the operatives, but the operatives
are those who are principally effected
because, as I say, more than three
hundred thousand dollars is kept from
their pockets every week that the mills
are not in operation.

In Rumford Falls today one-half of
the mills the running or one-half of
the machinery, and that has been so
for four weeks continuously; and it is
so because there is not water power
enough to keep the mills running, and
that is a fact.

The senator mentioned the fact that
you could not control these corpora-
tions—that if you were to give them
certain rights—give them a foot, they
would take ten. Now Mr. President, I
cannot see any reasonable argument in
that. If the corporations do not act
in accordance to the provisions of this
bili, it is an easy matter to secure an
injunction. Judge Savage of Auburn
would grant an injunction inside of 24
hors and I cannot see any reasonable

argument in the assertion that they will

go beyond the provisions of the bill.
The principal thing is not as to its
legallty, possibly, although that is an
important argument; and I will touch
upon it in a moment, but the principal
thing is: What is for the best inter-
ests of the majority of the people
Last week when this matter came up
for discussion, 3000 operatives. with
their dinner pails, were walking out of
the mills at Lewiston at 10 o’clock in
the morning, and why? Because the
water power was not suficient to keep
the mills in operation. Forty-eizht
thousand dollars a week in Leswviston is
lost ‘every week that the¥ are not in
oreration. The senator declines to cite
any prccedents to support his argrment
Lecaunse. though he does not state it.
there ar2 none to be cited. He states
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further that this is a thing which has
never been done in the past, or wordg
to that effect, which to my mind is a
misunderstanding on the part of the
senator from Oxford; for, if you will
look into the Private and Special Laws
of 1891 and Chapter 60 of those laws,
you will {ind a paragraph which reads
like this: “W. G. Alden. Knowlton
Bros.,, Megunticook Woolen Co.. Cam-
den Woolen Mills, .A, L. Alden. the
Kiox Woolen Co., etc. of Camden,
Knox county, this State, are hereby au-
thorized to deepen the channel of Ca-
naan pond to the depth of four feet
and to use the wvaters of said pond
and all itg tributaries thereto to that
extlent, or the purpose of running mitls
on said stream.”

That is just exactly
company is asking for.
town of Dluehill, county
cock, a right was granted to
certain parvties to drain  Noyes  pon:l
thres feet during June, July, August and
September and to keep the waters at
their natural heights during the remain-
ing eight months of the year; and it pro-
vided that the company should he liable
for damages, if any—just cxactly what
this bill provides and exactly the same
principle which is incorporated in this
measure,

Chapter 399 in the Acts of 1893 author-
izes parties to change the outlet of Kid-
der pond, provided, however, that the
waicr in said Kidder pond shall not be
draswn down lower than the actual Jevel
in time of drouth. I believe the prin-
ciple is established. I belleve that the
State has absolute control of these great
ronds. I think that cannot be questioned
and I think it will not be undertaken to
bhe questioned but that the State has full
control and full power over these great
ronds to grant their use for whatever
public purpose it sees fit.

And we submit that this is a public
purpose inasmuch as in 15000 operatives
is effected thereby and directly effected
therebyv, and their families are depend-
ent upon the work which these opcratives
have.

what this
In the
of Han-

We cannot anticipate anything. We do
not know what they will ask for next.
The genator from Oxford savs that thix
is only a step and that we do not know
what is coming next, but we are passing

upon
may
have
that

this bill and not upon a bill that
com2 up two years from now. I
no doubt that the Legislature of
date will be iable to take care of
their own matters.

He speaks to some extent of the Ma-
gallcway stream and advises the com-
panies to go up there and build a dam,
and I wish the senator from Oxford
would zo into detail a little about it and
tell this company how they can go up
there end secura the property up there
when it is not for sale and will not be
sold and when no price can be obtained
upon it. 'l'hat is the tact, Mr. President
and gentlemen.

Possihly some cxtra water might be se-
cured At the Magalloway., 10 is barelv
possible that enough might he secured
up there at an enormous outlay of mon-
ey to carry out the purposes of this bill.
It is possible but not probiblc. But it is
true that the owners of property up there
‘will not sell the land or put a price on
their propenty. He speaks of this State
being used as a place of rest and recrea- *
tion and for the purpose of attaining
good health and vigor. Must we follow
that principle? Must we allow the sum-
mer people to come here and to monop-
olize these great natural powers, these
water powers which furnish industry and
oceupation for our people? Must we say
to the aperatives on the Androscogein:
“You mwust lie idie in the winter for fear
that the «ummmer people shall not have
encugh beautiful scenery and enough
water to look upon when they come here
in the summer—you make some little
sacrifice down on the Androseoggin river
—vou must rest a little while in the win-
ter so that the summer people may have
rest and recreation and become vigorous
and healthful that they may go back to
their winter hemes and their palaces and
enjoy for the winter all the luxuries that
wealth can give, at the close of the sea-
son.

Thes2, Mr. President, are
nearly as I understand them.
wrong. T szhall be glad to be corrected:
but T understand that it would effect the
people along the river in this way. Thew
are the people that the senator from Ox-
ford speaks of as the plain people and
they are the people that the senator from
Knox gets up here and calls the common
people and you will see him standing

facts, as
If T am
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upon his feet denouncing the terms of
this bill and claiming that it is a cor-
poration measure. I want to remind him
that the common people over whom he
20 often sheds teamns in the Senate are
the ones who are to be injured if this
biil does not pass. I ask him to bear that
in. mind. One thing is sure—so the sen-
ator from Oxford says—if we do not
grant this bill, all interests are saved.
Suppose w2 never do grant any rights om
the lower Richardson lakes or the outlets
thereof, all interests wiculd still be safe.
Suppose the State never made an ad-
vance legislation but walked on- in the
same old ruts, following the same old
principles laid down hundreds of years
awo—suppcse we never dared to venture
anything, all interests would still be safa
according to the arguments made by the
senator from Oxford. But would thers
be any progress?

Just one word more in the matter, the
mills on the banks of the Androscoggin
river are not operated under very favor-
able conditions, They are a long way
roin the cotbon. It has to be shipped

rere at great expense, they do not se-

.are labor so cheaply as it is secured in
the South; and, if we can do anyvthing by
furnishing power for these mills, or by
the granting of rights whereby they can
furnish power for these mills and thus
assist the laboring people down there, I
believe it is the duty and the privilega
ot this Legislature to grant those rights.

Mr. President, I have nothing further
especially to say. I might call the at-
tention of the Senate to the fact that
many opinions have been handed down
showing that this is a legal right which
the State has; but that question, so far,
has not been raised; and I will not dis-
cuss it at this time, as I think it is prob-
ably admiited. It ought to be admitted
and if it is not admitted, I belleve, in
‘fairness, it will he.

I trust the mwotion will not prevail.

Mr. STAPLES of Knox: Mr. Pres-
ident and gentlemen of the Senate, I
regret very much what I feel to be
my lack of ability to meet this im-
portant question in the manner in
which it should be met. T am glad the
senator from Hancock has anticipated
what I might say. He was right in his
anticipation in saying that I should
take the side of the common people;

and if he has become education so
that he will not forget it, I will say
that I shall describe the common
people so that there can be no doubt
where the senator fromm Knox will
stand on this question.

This is the most important measure
that has comz before this Legislature
or any Legislature in the State of
Maine for a great number of years.
[ approach it this morning with the
kindest of feelings towards the manu-
facturing establishments upon that
river. I come here with no feelings to
befriend anybody upon either side. I
must speak according to the dictates
of my own conscience bcfore the com-
mittee of which I had the nonor to be
a member. T cnme here this morning
fully believing in the right of a corpo-
ration to be protected. At the same
time I come here with the firm belief
that the great beauties of Maine
should also be protected. These beau-
tiful lakes should not be obliterated.
They should be kept in their primeval
for the benefit of the citizens of
the State. Never will I, as long as I
am in this body, advocate that these
lakes should be destroyed as they
would be, if this bill is passed by this
body. Maine. the grandest State of
this Union—the State that brings to
our shores every summer thousands
of people to breathe the elixir of life
and to sport upon our beautiful lakes.
If you destroy them the grand
scenic beauty of Maine is gone.

Let me reply now, for a few min-
utes, to what tie senator said. I ad-
mit that the Androscoggin valley is
a prosperous valley. Those manufac-
turers over there have as an end the
promotion of the welfare of the peo-
ple; and I wov'd not harm them. Have
they been harmed for the last twenty-
five years in the city of I.ewiston on
the Androscoggin river? Let me state
what the evidence was before the
committee. If you go back twenty-six
years from 19068 the TUnion Water
Power Company has never drawn
down the water excepting one year, in
1903—in the other twenty-six years
they have had above their sill from
one to ten and one-half feet.

Any one would -=uppose that the
mills of Lewiston would be annihilat-
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ed. They have had for the last twenty
years a right to drain that lake to a
certain extent every year; and for the
last twenty years the property of
Lewiston and of the Androscoggin
valley has prospered as has no other
section of the State. The Union Wa-
ter Power Company has prospered by
having the control of that lake to a
certain extent as they can have it in
the future. Do you tell me that the
operatives in Lewiston have been in-
jured in the last thirty years? It is in
testimony, before the committee, Mr.
President, that for the last ten years
no mill in Lewiston has shut downu
excepting for about two hours in 1904
—vyes, within the last twenty years
and within the last twenty-six years
they have drawn down the water in
that beautiful lake and have had a
right to draw it. One year when there
was a drouth all over the State of
Maine, there was a foot of water over
the sill; but, take it from 1906 back
for twenty-six years this Union Wa-
ter Comrpany, this private corpora-~
tion of Lewiston has had from omne
to nine feet by the testimony before
the committee, more than they have
used for twenty-six years.

Is it not reasonable to suppose that
they will have the same amount of
water in the future? Let me say to
you that they must not forget that in
that bill there is something a little
more than six feet of water to be
drawn down in this beautiful lake;
and if you will look at the testimony
in this case given by the engineer of
the Union Water Company you will
see that the head of that beautiful
lake is five feet higher than it is down
at the dam and that you would take
eleven feet off of that beautiful lake
and there is no one on the other side
who will dare to deny it.

You do not dare to deny it. Your bill
is infamous in this that it attempts
to deceive the people of this State by
saying: You want to draw down six
feet when in fact by the testimony of
the engineer you are to draw it down
eleven feet from the whole service of
that lake.

1t you do that. do you think it will
not do any damage to that beautiful
lalkke? Let us look at it. TFive times

within the last twelve years, as the
evidence in this cass shows-—and I do

not mean, Mr. President, to misquote
the evidence—I am content with the
facts in this case—] say: Take the

last twelve years reckoning back from
1906, that that lake has not filled up
to its level for five springs. And do
you undertake to tell me, where it has
not filled up for five springs within the
last twelve years, that if you draw it
down six feet more you would expect
it ever to fill up at that time?

I have another proposition to make
from a legal standpoint and it is a
proposition which should settle this
question. I do not believe that this
Legislature, whatever they have done
in the past or may do in the future
have a right to take the property giv-
en to us for public uses and turn it
over 'to a private corporation which
this Union Water Company is. They
care very mich about the operatives
of that city. They have done well for
them I have not any doubt; but you
must not forget, Mr. President, that
this same TUnion Water Company
came here for a charter and got it at
one time and asked for further aid
from the State and that corporation
takes this water from these beautiful
lakes and brings it down to Lewiston
—and what do they do with it? They
do not use it all for purposes of their
own build, but they sell it to the ex-
tent of $40,000, as the evidence shows,
to other corporations which amount
they put into their own pockets. Not
only that, but there is a man here
from New York today, a capitalist,
of great wealth, in the interests of
this Union Water Power Company,
they comes from all the States of this
Union and undertake to destroy these
beautiful lakes which are the gran-
deur and glory of the State. Shall we
allow it to be done. We will have you
believe that the Union Water Power
Company and the Androscoggin val-
ley would be wronged by it. Under
the right they have now and under
the rights which they will have in the

future, if this bill does not pass the
prosperity of Livermore Falls, of
Rumford Falls and all those other
places which have prospered will

prosper and I am glad of it.
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Is it possible that anyone can pne de-
ceived in this great question? It is a
fact that these waters were given to
the State of Maine which is their guar-
dian; and 1 make the legal proposition,
Mr. President, that the State of Maine
or this Legislature has no right to open
that question and I desire upon that
question to submit as a part of my
argument a few citations. Under the
Colonial Ordinance of 1641 and 1647
these lakes came to the state of Mass-
achusetts and when Maine was separ-
ated from Mssachusetts by those ordi-
nances they became the property of the
State of Maine and the courts of this
State have defined the purpose for
which they were given to the State;
and 1 propose always to be governed
by the courts of this State and the law
of the land. Under the Colonial Ordi-
nance of 1641 and 1647 the State owned
the great ponds as public property, held
in trust for public uses. Now they tell
me, that to give it to this private cor-
poration for private greed is for ‘“pub-

lic uses.”” Oh no. it does not mean
that. That is ton narvow a definition
of “Public Uses.” In saying that it

shall be used for public uses, does it
mean that the nion Water (o, shall
destroy the scenic heauty of the State?
Does it mean that it shall give it to
this nrivate corporation at
for the sake of private gain?
belicve that?

I do not niean today to sav one word

Lewiston
Do you

or to do one thing to cripple thosa
graad industries, because they have

prospered in the past and we give them
the same right to prosper in the future:
hut, if they want to enlarge their in-
dustries und to do more business, there
are other ways they can do it without
destroying the lakes in Maine; and that
was decided in the case against Fall
River, 107 Mass., which goes on to state
other cases which T will not stop to
read.  “The public term use means a
use which concerus an entire commun-
ity a= distinguished from a particular
individual, firm, or private corpora-
tion.”

Thean Iakes are public property and
the people of Maine are the guardians
of that property. Tt is not necessary,
bowever that every person in the com-
munity should be directly benefited by
its use. It is, however, absolutely es-

sential that every person should have
a right in common with all other per-
sons to usge the same upon the terms
of equality. The Union Water Power
Co. is a corporation organized under
the general law for the purpose of pri-
vate gain and there is no element of
public use therein.

Every industry established upon the
Amndroscoggin river was  established
with the full knowledge and under-
standing of the conditions prevailing
along said river and in the lakes which
are the source of said river, and every
person knew the right of Aowage and
the arnount of water available and with
that knowledge the present industries
have been established. Every person
owning property relating to the Moose-
lucmegunticook and Richardson lakes,
knows our law and takes title te it
knowing the low water mark in eom-
mon with the right of others to use the
waters of said lake.

Tt seems to be a law that has been
adopted in this county that you can-
not take public property for private
use; and I submit that that is good
lamv,

Upon this guestion we have said
something about corporative interests
and the industries of Lewiston, and let
us sec what there is up around these
lakes. It is well-known, and T have
received letters within the last few
days. letters from the most noted men
of New England, that have asked me

as a senator in thix body, to protect
the grand lakes of Maine, It is well

known to everybody—it is not hemme-l
in by State iines. but known throu~zhnut
the whole of New England and the
Middle States that Maine has the most
beautiful scenery on her lakes of any
part of the country. There is nothing
which can compare with the grand old
Moosehead lake or the Rangeleys. If
vou destroy them you take from Maine
her grandest scenerv and make a des-
ert of that beautiful country. It will be
like a bon-fire going over a plantatien.
They should be protected in the inter-
ests of Maine. Millions  of. dollars
have been spent to beautify and adorn
those lakes svhich are vet in their in-
fancy of development. BReside that we
all know that in the last 20 years the
State has spent a large sum of money
for the propagation of fish. The scien-
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tists tell us that it will draw down the
water of these lakes and they do not
fill up in the spring that you destroy
the spawn. The best authority which T
can get from the United States fish
coramisioners says that if you do that
you destroy the spawn of the trout and
annihilate the fish in those beautiful
lakes and that is an element which
makes these lakes valuable.

I am proud of these grand old lakes
tocay as 1 see them pictured out on
that map (referring to the map hung
in the Senate chamber). It would be a
sorry day for Maine when a private ¢or-
poration under the figment of drawing
down that lake six feet—when as 1 say
they do not need it, destroyed those
if the water was shut off today, they
would use coal, They can get coal here
in Maine I am told as cheaply deliver-
»d in Lewiston as at Mewport News or
a great many other places which I
might mention. They would not be
destroved. I hope they will not be de-
stroyed. I would not do a thing to in-
jure the industries upon the Andro-
scoggin river; but I do say, let us pro-
teet for the people of the State these
grand lakes which are the pride of
everyhody. Shall we do it? We must
cease giving away the francises of the
State. A man who has been here for
five or six sessions of this Legislature
well knows that there is hardly a
stream in the State of Maine upon
which corporations have not got their
grasp. L«¢t us call a halt upon the
greed of the corporation of the State
and protect these lakes and do not for-
get that, by the testimony befere the
committee they have not been injured
within the last 26 vears. iLet them
dam Rapil river if they please, spend-
ing their money there but let the lakes
alone because it ig an absolute fact
that the TUnion Water Company knows
that they can save the water that runs
away in the spring by daming Rapid
river but they don’t want to do that
because they would have to take the
$40.000 which they get for selling water
power and put $40,000 more with it to
dam that river, but they would rather
come to the Legislature of this State
and by their powerful lobby which has
been here for four or five weeks ac-

complishing in this way. I do not
doubt Mr. President, that if they would
take the money that lobby has used
herc this winter they could build half
the dam on Rapid river. (Applause)

Whet is the occasion of their coming
in here? It is not only the Union Wat-
er Power Company kut the Great In-
ternational Paper Company and the
Berlin Mill Company. whose stock is
holden outside of the State of Maine
that comes in here and undertakes to
destroy that portion of Maine which
lies in that region.

There is another principle involved
in hers that is worthy of consideration
and that is the purity of these lakes
and you will all agree with me about
that. As the senic duty is governed
by the high water that covers up the
mud and rocks, so is the purity of the
water, in the opinion of the best scien-
ties of the country, dependent on keep-
ing that water at a hight level and in
drawing it down you destroy its puri-
ty and it comeg polluted. Will any-
body gainsav that? If they do let
them refer to the best scientists of this
country upon that question and they
will find that I am correct,

For these reasons, standing here as
I do, T must confess that 1T am sur-
prised that any scnator in this body,
in view of all the facts that came be-
fore that committee will stand here
and plead for the International Paper
Company or the Union Water Com-
pany which want to take the water
from these lakes not only for the use
of these mills but to sell to other cor-
porations and to pocket overy year
$40,000 for such sales.

I tell you the people of Maine never
will alow an entering wedge to be made
to the 400 lakes of this State. We have
given away too much, we have allowed
corporations to crecep into almost every
avenu> of public service of the State
of Maine? It is now time to call a halt,

‘We shall not destroy the mills upon
the Androscoggin river. 1 say again
that my impulses are for the greater
number and not for private corpora-
tions. I thank heaven if T have that
reputation. T am proud of it. and—
senator from Hancock—you may speak
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wherever you please; and I will throw
vou a bouquet. (Applause.)

It would cost from the best informa-
tion T could get, $150,000 to dam Rapid
river and they could have saved $75,000
of that money, if they had gone to
work instead of coming down here.

I have no interest in this question
except as a citizen of the State. I be-
lieve in the industries and I have never
wilfully tried to injure the incorpora-
tion of the State of Maine, but have
alwaye endeavered to do what my
conscience has told me was right. As I
go down the declivity of life I trust I
will have no tormenting doubts and
misapprehensions as to whether or not
I have done my duty in this case. Let
us say to the Tinion Water Company
go and build your dam—but vou ask too
much of us when you seek to take
these great lakes which have come
down to us from our forefathers. As
to which we pledge the people that we
would be their faithful guardians. Let
us not hetray our frust but keep them
for public uses and for the benefit of
everybody and let us say to the Union
Water Company: We admire your in-
dustry and will aid you all we can, but
you must not destroy these lakes in or-
der to increase or perpetuate your in-
dustry. ,

I may neot live to see it, but I ex-
pect that wishin 10 of 15 years you will
find niore property, more industries,
more wealth around the Rangeley lakes
than you will find in any similay
amount of territory of the State of
Alaine and I would not be surprised to
find meore wealth around those beauti-
ful lakes than in the city of Lewiston
today.

Mr. PHILOON of Androscoggin: Mr.
President, it is important and essen-
tial in all causes that there should be
gentlemen to represent the interests of
the partics, special pleaders. It is also
as important that there should he a
jury to determine the truth and pro-
bity of the testimony as given to ren-
der, as in their best judgment they
may be able to do. the righteous and
honest verdict.

I make no claim to play the part of a
pleader. The Almighty gave me no
power ov taleats in that direction to

distinguish me in that line of work;
but, as a juror, selected to determine
on a verdict I have a right, and as
a matter of personal privilege to I de-
sive to state briefly some of the rea-
scns to dispose some of my verdict in
the way of my vote would indicate. T
arn thankful that like the senator from
Knox I have no special interest in cor-
porations in Malne or in combinations
of men that will warp my judgment
from the right so far as my poor talent
may determine that right.

I have in the past few weeks
read with great interest and consider-
able labor and time, through the mis-
fortune of slightly impaired sight,
what has been called “The Lawson
Add” as it appeared in the papers. 1
had listened to the arguments of dif-
ferant parties before the committee and
to the testimony with great interest. I
will come to the point at once and will
say that if I belicved the one-twentieth
part of the claim of the parties who are
opposing this bhill was founded on sub-
stantial business judgment, I am sure 1
should vote No on the adoption of the
majority report. If I believed the Union
Water Company's tabulations were
lies or that the individual members
of that great ccerporation were liars
or were falsely and maliciously mis-
leading the members of this Senate, I
would of course vote against this
proposition. T do believe that each
cubic yard of water released from the
lake and sent singing on its way to
the sea to turn the wheels of the var-
jous and many industries on the An-
droscoggin river is worth more to the
State of Maine and to the people of
Maine than oceans confined within the
limits of that lake which may invite a
forty dollar man with a hundred dol-
lar rod striving to kill a twenty-five
cent fish. (Applause.)

I belicve in the greatest good to the
greatest number and I would inquire
of the senator what has produced this
great prosperity, this development of
the State of Maine, if it is not the wa-
ter power. Often we hear it said that
our future depends on the railroads.
It docs, in a measure, But should we
have railroads without the water
powers? Never. On the water power
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depends the whole system of our indus-
tries.

I have no fears that my conscience
will be bothered at any time and in
any place in the future, as I answer
before my God, that I vote for this
measure and to support this majority
report in the interests of the people,
T will confess in violation of a senti-
ment that pervades my town, that has
been developed and cultivated by
these brilliant articles on the scenic
beauty of our lakes and {orests. If
I believed that the Rangeley lakes ancd
the lakes In question would not fill
and have not filled to the extreme
limit under the conditions under which
this water will be taken in the winter
months, by these heavy beds of snow
and the spring rains and that every
cubic yard of water would not be
turned to dollars and cents for the
benefit of our State, for the benefit of
our laboring people, for the enlarge-
ment of our cities and the develop-
ment of our populations and for the
comforts of their families, I am sure
I would vote against it.

For these reasons I am firmly con-
vinced, as a Jjuror in this case and
not as a pleader, that it is my duty
that I support this majority report.

Mr. RICE of Franklin: Mpr. Presi-
dent, I will not detain you but a mo-
ment. As a resident of Franklin
county and voicing the sentiment of

every man, womman and child, in that-

county, I wish at this time to protest
for them in regard to this bill. That
section that is situated on what is a
very fine part of the State of Maine.
It has the graadest beauty of any part

of Maine; and we as citizens of
Franklin county, enjoy its scenery
and admire every foot of land and

every drop of water in those lakes.
As far as the Union Water Com-
pany is concerned, we all know that
they are for the interests of the Union
Water Company. They are anxious to
declare a little larger dividend. As
the senator from Franklin county I
have not been approached by any Un-
ion Water Power Company represent-
atives or their attorneys but I have
been approached by the International
Pulp Company, by their attorneys and
their representatives; and I think that

this is a matter that interests
the International Pulp Company
as much as it does any other

concern. It is a matter which inter-
ests the county of Franklin and I for
one am very anxious, and I hope that
this Senate will not support this bill.

Mr. SEWALL of Sagadahoc—Mr. Pres-
ident, we are glad to have the senator
from Hancock, the chairmian of the com-
mittee which reported the bill, address
us. It seemed at one time—in fact, it
seemed until a very recent time, that this
important bill was to be brought in hera
without any sponsor. I am not sure
even now that it can claim a legitimate
father.

If there is any committee, of all our
cominittees, 1o which ‘this question might
prorerly have bheem referred, it is ths
cornmittee on interior waters; and when
the reference was made to the commit-
tee on legal affairs it was whisperved that
that very reference was made so that
it could not exeite suspicion—so that it
could not be claimed that the reference
was made to a commuttee which, from
its natural mrake-up, would have a cer-
tuin sympathy with the people who con-
trol the wuter powers of the Androscog-
gin and might renort in their favor.

We are relieved to have the spensorship
of the bill assumed. I do not propose, as
a member who intends to vote against
that bill, to rest under the imputation
passed here, passed outside, and passed
in the puwlic prints, that I am either in-
different to the lahoring people on the
Androscoggin valley tributary to my own
gection, or that I am in any way hostile
to the people who have developed that
section, or that I have been influenced
one way or the other by the lobby that
has been referred to.

I have never been charged by anybody
who knows me with any lack »f sympa-
thy with those people who labor, and
my regret in this case as regards the
operatives on the Androscoggin is that
nothing comes back to them. You might
say that nothing comes back to the in-
dividuals of this State from the rich
surplus which these mills earn yearly.
save what the operatives themseives have
paid for by the eweat of their faces or
by the slow wearing out of the physical
bodies. My affiliations as regards thoe
captains of industry in this State who
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have developed these great water powers
and travsportation facilities of the State
have been close and intimate all my life.
I take off my hat to them all, whether
it be ito that gentleman rather slurring-
ly referred to who went. into Rumford
Falls and built up that magnificent city,
all unaided, through his own strength
and persistence and faith in the doing
of things, or in that large-hearted, big-
brained man who, more than any man
living in our State today. has invited the
whole world to come here and share tha
hest of sll that we possess.

For the lobby T have only kind words.
T realize how difficult it would be for us
to legislate, even with what intelligenca
we do, on the intpicate questions with
which they must be familiar and with
which we are not. My criticism—my

grief, as regard these gentlemen, the
head of that great profession which,
while laws remain upon our statute

books, we must look to for guidance and
help—ex-governors, ex-judges of the su-
preme court, leaders in all of our social,
commercial and political life, my criti-
cism and my grief is that they never
darken our doors save when a question
comes up which has the line sharply
drawn between public and private rights;
and then they are here to represent pri-
vate interests and to get mercenary re-
wards which it will take us 10 or 1€ years
of legislative salaries to equal.

Here in this State today, distracdted aas
we are with all the problems that con-
cern our moral progress, trying to find
some solution of the question how to se-
cure temperance among our people, ac-
knowledging our inability at times to de-
vise fair and equitable system of tax-
ation throughout the State—an all these
questinns we are deprived of the know!-
edge and advice they might give us, but
it is only such a question as this, and
then on the side which eannoct escape the
criticism of being on the side of private
interests, they arpear to give us their
counsel.

1 cannot wonder that thev have coms
here on this question. It does not re-
main for me to repeat what is acknowl-
edged throughout this chamber and
throughout the State, that this very ques-
tion which we have before us—whatever
other guestioms we have been discussing
as regards the moral and commerecial

progress of our State—that this very
question on the simple line-up of public
or private wanits whether it is time now
for the State to step in and conserve
what little she has left of our magnifi-
cent resources—is the miost imyportant
question we have had yet lto consider.

For the first time in the history of
our State it is proposed to draw upon
our great lake reservoirs, Before this
we have had dams and water storage
under our liberal flowage system and
everybody welcomes an addition to the
water power of the State so created
and thus naturally created.

For the first time this proposition
has been made. The Megunticook case is
not in point, for it was practically un-
opposed, and it involved no question
of tapping our great natural resoviors.
The question cannot be belittled by
putting it as a question at issue be-
tween the thousands of operatives on
the Androscoggin and the few camp
owners and summer resort people in
Franklin and Oxford counties; and if
the question was raised on that issue—
even if it involved the fate of those
people and of that thriving town at
Rangeley, of half of Oxford and all of
Franklin county, even then the issue
would be different and would be an
easier issue for us to meet.

The question cannot be so belittled.
I am not surprised that we have these
people down among us, representea
here by only two senators, pleading
and begging for their intefests. That
map (pointing to map of Mooselucme-
guntic lake and vicinity which was ex-
hibited in the Senate chamber) shows
vou that even as the water is today,
with 17 feet in those lakes, there are
four and a half acres of mud flats al-
ready exposed; and when this bill pro-
vides that they can go down to mud
sills 11 feet more, taking the full 21
feet of water for four months in the
yvear I am not surprised that these
people and all interests connected with
them, rise up in alarm and plead to us
for mercy.

Upon that map you have the lakes
practically as they are today. I do not
like to suggest that with the privilege
of draining down eleven feet more and
dredging so far as they may to secure
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that drainage—I do not like to repeat
the suggestion that has been made
that when that is done, there is no
guardian of the interests of the whole
State there to see that they do not
take that water, not only during the
four months of the year, but during
the summer months when they most
need it, if they need it at all. I do
not like to raise the question that, if
that should be done, there is no ready
remedy or any easy recourse to stop
it. 1 do not like to suggest that, in
the terms of the bill, while it provides
for damages to those people along the
shores of that lake, that that is an
indefinite promise which they refuse
to accept and they see more hardships
in securing that remedy than they
do in going without it.

Senators,—on this matter of water
storage in this State it must come to
every thoughtful and serious man—
perhaps it is too late to stop it now—
that our great State has not from the
beginning, and +dis not now getting
from its magnificent natural resources
what the State, as a political entity, is
entitled to. We have resources be-

yvond those of any other state. We
have illimitable wealth in our great
water power and our timberlands.

Once we had the fisheries which help-
ed when we were a struggling people
along the coast. Once we had ship-
building in that section; but today, of
all the resources available to this
StSate, there remain only the timber-
lands and the water power—illimit-
able, both rich beyond computation.

What I would like to ask is this:
What does this State of Maine repre-
sented here by ourselves, as a politi-
cal entity and in its sovereign capac-
ity—what does it draw from these
vast interests? The timberlands have
slipped away from us, and with the
timberlands went numerous and un-
known and undeveloped water powers
all through that vast region. The wa-
ter powers were developed, charters
were granted, franchises in perpetuity
granted and the State from all these
riches gathered no toll and get no toll
today.

Here we have within the area of our
State a section which hardly has an
equal throughout the world s re-

gards the impounding of water. Six
million six hundred thousand horse
power flows daily down our streams;
and we are told, oy those who have
studied it; that this represents the
work of over eighty million of men
working for ten hours a day every day
in the week—and yet, with it all, what
do we get?

The elevation of the Rangeleys is
as hizgh as lake Itasca which feeds
the whole Mississippi. The Kennebec
has more lakes connected with it than
the Oronoco and the Penobscot more
than the Amazon and both have more
lakes than all the rivers of the great
continent of Africa combined. And
what does our poor State get from
it all?

. —

From a titne of these natural re-
sources, if we husband them as we
ought, we could have paid our State
debt—we could pay the running ex-
penses of this State and we need not
do as we now do—come here and cut
down a thousand worthy charities
that appeal to our sympathies, or sell
our gonod name and our virtue in or-
der that corporations that have no
right to live should receive here their
creation and go out to the world with
the good name of the State of Maine
athixecd upon them; and then try to
remedy the situation by sending rep-
resentatives to Washington to ‘“‘bust
the trusts.” ((Applause.)

Now, all through that vast ferri-
tory, silently and stealthily there has
been going on the purchase of our
magnificent water power; and, gen-
tlemen, the same influences—and I
might say the same hands—that seek
now to invade and spoliate the Range-
leys are ready to stretch out to ravish
Moosehead and the whole line of lakes
along our northern boundary. If you
nermit the precedent to be establish-
ed, that sober truth will come back
to you almost before you return to
your constituents. What have we left?
Only the excellent and stretching wa-
ters which are the property of the
State and we the trustees of the peo-
ple whom we represent? Never before
in this State has the proposition been
made to tap these lakes from under-
neath. Always the proposition has
been: Increase your dam, provide
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your storage and draw upon the wa-
ter in a natural way.

This is not a question of whether
the Androscoggin valley shall be al-
lowed to suffer. I stood in the library
of Bowdoin College last Saturday be-
fore a map of our beloved State with
a representative of the Hydrographic
Commission, which with the aid of the
United States Government is doing
the great work of determining the
water capacity of our State; survey-
ing the streams; looking into the
matter of water storage and doing
work beyond any other work that is
being done in our State today; and I
asked him what he thought of this
proposition. We turned to Moosehead.
He said: The commission have just
finished a survey of the region to the
north of Moosehead, at Brasua ILake
and at Attean Pond and at numer-
ous other places, we have found that
water storage can be provided which
will provide Moosehead with all the
power that can be ever used on its
vast tributaries for now and forever,
without disturbing that water level.
And, he said, you can go to Rangeley
—you can go north towards Parma-

chenee—you can go to the one hun-
dred and thirty-three lakes that are

tributary to the Androscoggin—you
can go to over five hundred streams
which carry down their floods to that
river—you can go to the Maggalloway
river and you can store all the water
that will ever be needed to double the
Androscoggin in its capacity and pro-
vide all the mills with power from
Rumford ¥Falls to the tidal waters of
the sea.

Now, gentlemen, if I did not believe
that this could be done,—if T believed
we were going to cripple those indus-
tries, there would be a different prop-
osition for us to consider; but it is not
so. The people on the other side will
not deny that it is possible and feas-
ible to build a dam and store water
on the Magalloway and on the north
of the Rangeley Lake system; and
when they do it, the Union Water
Power Company need not do it—no
individual mill need do it, but the
twenty-five million dollars capital of
the Androscoggin properties return-
ing the richest reward as it does

to the stockholders, can make a levy:
ana the sum has been put as low as
one hundred and fifty to two hundred
thousand dollars, accomplish that work
and settle the question now and tor-

ever to the end that, when we have
similar questions to this raised, thie
people interested shall contribute of

their great means and solve them.

I have had it thrown up that with
me it is a mater of sentiment.

1f it is sentiment, to be proud of
those resources with which God has en-
dowed us, and to wish to preserve
thein, I yield to the sentiment; and, be-
hind that sentinient there is a most
profound mercenary reason for advo-
cating this very step and that is, that
that gentiment means a steady flow of
wealth into this State distributed from
the seaco:nst to the mountaing, in a way
in which a distribution in a more con-
centrated form cither to mills or to
camp proprietors cannot approach.

Cut out that sentiment if you will
and you reverse the step which you
have taken, and wisely taken, for years
to preserve the so-called summer in-
terests and sceaic beauties to the peopie
of our State and the United Stales.
Throw down, if you will, all your ap-
propriations which you have made to
stock your fish as an incentive for peo-
ple to come here—notify them if you
will and you have notified them by
this very agitation—and you have in-
jured the people at the lakes. Now,
whatever the end of this discusison
may be—you have injured them beyond
repair by the proposition going out to
the United States that the very thought
is harbored here of drawing upon these
lalies. You can do it, If you will. You
can turn back the tide of travel com-
ing here at the rate of 400,000 people a
vear, and leaving here between a mil-
lton and a half and two million dol-
lars. It is within your power to do
it; hut, when you turn back that gold-
en tide you turn it back not only from
Rangeley and Moosehead, but you turn
it back from the whole coast and the
whole State, because those people who
come here, come to not one section only
but they spend their summer at the
seashore and then go to the lakes and
that is perfectly well known.

You have power to do all this; but,
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when you cut out sentiment you cut
ot all these things, you cut out all the
literature that has ever been inspired
by the love of the natural beauty of onr
State.

I have heard of pessimistic pictures
drawn of the future of this State of
ours. I have heard men draw the pic-
ture that in our day and generation,
we will live to see our forests stripped,
our waters polluted, our fish killed, our
lakes mud banks; and then six meonths
of winter. In such an arid wintry
waste what is there left to those of us
awvho are established here, and whosz2
children and children’s children expect
to live here after us? What is there,
my friends, then left?

I do not take that view. I believe
this very discussion is going to stim-
ulate such a wave of enthusiasni, of in-
terest and faith in our good State that
we shall make a stand for what little
is left for us of our great natural re-
sources. I prefer to take the view of
the most eloquent epitome I have ever
read of cur good State, which I would
like to see in the hands of every man,
woman and child within its limits
where it is said that the State of Maine
has yet much to enlist human interest
and to inspire life and love—'‘its
thousand lakes”—those very lakes
whose lives you are asked to take now,
embosomed in deep forests, a countless
network ot silver threaded streams and
blue waters, this wonderful shore,

. these beaches and bays, bold headlands,
sun-steeped in loveliness or storm-swent
in grandeur.

These invite the brave, the noble, the
cultured. The weary with work come
here to rest—those who love nature’s
simplicity and are partakers in her sac-
raments. Homes of wealth arise and
scorn nol humbler ones, but lend 4
helping hand to honest and homely toil.
These things knit hearts together anev,
and they will love the land, and the
land will give back strength.”

Mr. STAPLES—MTr, President, Since
I spoke there has been put into my
hands a resolution which I want to put
into the case, from the Lewiston Labor
Union composed of a large number of
the laboring men of that city, (Reso-
lution read.) .

Mr. MILLS—Before the motion is

put I ask your indulgence for a mo-
ment, while I answer briefly, and I
hope clearly and without argument,
and I trust without any attempt at
oratory, some of the statements which
have been made probably under a mis-
apprehension of the facts. The sena-
tor from Knox suggests that we lose
no time now in the mills at Lewiston
and other places on the banks of the
river—only two hours in 1893, 1894.
He further states that the require-
ments in this bill will result in lowering
the lakes 11 feet instead of six. L
know not where he gets his authority.
I never have seen anything of that
kind in the bill. I have never seen
anything which will give the company
those rights. 1 can only account for
it by the fact that he has talked with
certain people opposing this bill and
that he may have been filled up with
what may have- appeared to him to be
facts, but which were not borne eout
by the truth. I know he would not
have made the statement unless he be-
lieved it to be true.

With reference to the idleness going
on down there I want to tell you that
the books of the company show that
the men were idle four weeks in 1903
and 1904, and they are idle today when
it comes to the latter part of the after-
noon. There is not waterpower enough
in those mills to keep them going.

I believe that the provisions of tuis
bill if enacted into law will work for
the interests of the laboring people
and greatly promote their comfort and
general welfare. For that reason, I
shall vote for the measure,

The question being put upon the motion
of the senator from Oxford to substitute
the minority for the majority the yeas
and nays were called for and ordered
and the vete being had resulted as fol-
lows: ‘Those voting yea were DMessrs.
Bailey, Barrows, Brown, Foss,, Hast-
ings, Irving, Libby, Merrill, Page, Proc-
tor, Heselton, Rice, Sewall, Simpson, Sta-

ples, Tartre (16). Those voting nay were
Messrs, Ayer, Clarke, Deasy, Eaton, Gar-

celon, Hougton, Mills, Parkhurst, Phi-
Ioor, Putrnam, Stearns, Theriault, Wy-
mar (13).

So the motion prevailed.

A motion to reconsider the foregoing
vote was lost.
On motion by Mr. Staples of Knox, ma-

jority report, cught not to pass, 'and mi-
nority report, ought to pass, on bill re-

1
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lating to Biddeford police board, was
taken from the table,

The same sznator further moved that
the said reporits be rcassigned for con-
sideration on Friday, March 8.

Mr. TARTRE of York—Mr. President,
it was very well undenstood by the sena-
tor from Knox that this should be taken
up today; ané I see ni reason why it
should not be taken up at this time. I
insist upon action on this matter at the
present time,

The question being put upon the mo-
tion to reassign the consideraticn of the
reports, the motion was lost.

Mr. Tartre of York thereupon moved
the acceptance of the majorily report.
Mr. STAPLES of Knox—Mr. President,
I regret that I should be compelled to
speak upon 'this matter at this time. [
regard it as of almost equal importance
as the one we have been discussing. Had
any senator made a similar request or
me 1 should certainly hnve granied it.

In this State we all believe in sclf-gov-
ernment. For the last 10 years in tha
city of Biddeford they have had what is
called a police comimission—the only city
in the State that is put under guardian-
ship byv the Legislature. What oceasion
there was for it hetween the two parties,
at the time they came down here and
changed the matter over I do not kKnow
and 1 do not care to know. [ only know
that the city of Biddeford, by an act of
the IL.egislature, has been placed under
guardianship and divested of the right
through her wwn people to govern her
aifairs. In the city of Biddeford they
have a “Boss Tweed” in a small way,
Charles B. Harmon, who has dominate?*
the city of Biddeford for the last 18 years.
The best element of Biddeford was be-
for the committee and 1T was surprised
at the state of affairs which was shown
Lo exist there. It you could have listened
to the testimony given before the com-
mittee, it would have gurprised you as
to the way the matter was conducted
there, I hold here in my hand 26 aftidav-
its from the best people of Biddeford tell-
ing whiat has been dome under the re-
gime of this police commission, and they
ask vou not to defeat the present meas-
ure.

The whele proceeding is an outrage up-
on the principle of local self-government,
and local taxation. It is subversive of the
Constitution and the Declaration of In-
dependence.

I was in hopes, Mr. President, that this
matter would go over so that I might
offer an amendment to this bill which I
have not time to do at this session, I
was going to offer an amendment in the
nature of a referendum. This is a Aques-
tion which rises above politics and
strikes at the very root of self-govern-
ment, and 1 am surprised that the sena-
tor from York woould not give me time
to preparc the amendment. T cannot, at
this time, go on further with this mat-
ter, but must submit it.

Mr. TARTRE of York: Mr. President:
I did not jntend to say anything at all
in this matter, but the semator from
¥Knox speaks in such a way as to the

management in Biddeford that I feel
obliged to say a few words in tavor of
Biddeford, and I will say only this: In
listening to the arguments w0of those in
opposition to this bill, I wish to say that
Mr. Walker, who was elected last fall
for the very purpose of coming down
here and getting this police commission
abolished, in his remarks last week in
the House, in the conclusion of his re-
marks said that Biddeford was the best
city and I am proud to live in Bidde-
ford.

The quesition being put upon the mo-
tion ¢f Senator Tartre to accept the mia-
Jjority report, ought not to pass, a yea
and nay vote was called for and result-
ed as follows: Those voting yea were
Messrs, Ayer, Barrows, Brown, Deasy,
Eaton, Hastings, Houston, Irving, Mills,
Fage, Parkhurst, Heselton, Rice. Sew-
all, Simpson, Stearns, Tartre, Theriault,
Wyman—19. Those voting nay wera
Messrz, Foss, Garcelon, Merrill, Prilcon,
Proctor, Staples—6. So the molion pre-
vailed and the majority report of the
committee was accepted.

Tnder suspension of the rule Housa
Document No, 382, ‘““An Act to provide
an additional term of the supreme ju-
dicial court for the county of Oxford
took its two several readings and was
passed to be engrossed.

On motion by Mr. FKaton of Washing-
ton the report of the committee on legal
affairs relating to the care and support
of paupers was taken from the table
and on further motion hy the same sena-
tor the report was accepted.

On motion by Mr. Staples of KXnox,
House Document No. 357 was taken from
the table and on further motion by the
same senator was recommitted to the
committee on interior waiters.

On motion by Mr. Staples of Xnox tha
Senate adjourned.






