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SENATE. 

Wednesday. March 22. 1905. 
Senate called to order by the Plresi

dent. 
Prayer by Rerv. Mr. Joscelyn of 

Gardiner. 
Journal of yesterday read and ap

proved. 
Papers -from the House disposed of in 

concurrence. 
An act to abolish the common coun

cil of the city of Augusta amd other
wise to amend the ch;wter of said city. 
(In new draft.) Reported to the House 
by the committee I)n judldary "ought 
to pass" House amendment A adopted 
in the House. On motion by Mr. Gard
ner of Peno-bscot the bill and accom
panying amendment were tabled, pend
Ing the acceptance of the 'amendment 
in concurrence. 

An act to amend section 73 of cha;p
ter 10 of the Revised Statutes relating 
to collection of taxes. On motion by 
Mr. Staples of Knox this bill was 
tabled together with House amend
ment A adopted by :he House, pending 
the adoption of the amendment in con
currence. 

Resolve to amend chn,pter 194 of the 
resolves of 1893, relating to industrial 
exhibits. (Tn new draft.) Had its first 
reading, 'and, on motion by Mr. Staples 
of Knox tabled and tomorrow assigned 
for its consideration. 

An act providing ~or a bounty on 
bears in Franklin county. On motion 
by Mr. Furbish of Franklin this bill 
took Its second reading under SUSlpen
sion of the rules. and was passed to be 
engrm,sed. 

Bill, an act to amend an act entitled 
an act to set off a part of Plantation 
No. 7 and annex it to the town of 
Gouldsboro, of the private and special 
laws of 1895, relating to the adjustment 
of valuation. This bill received in the 
House, under suspension of the rules, 
read· three times and passed to be en
grossed without reference to a commit
tee. House amendment A adO'pted in 
the House. On motion by Mr. Staples 
O'f Knox. the bill was tabled. 

Bill an act to' amend an act approved 
March 15, entitled an act to amend 
chapter 9 of the Revised Statutes relat
ing to assessment of taxes on lands in 
unincO'rporated places. Received in the 

House under suspension of the rules. 
read three times and passed to' be en
grossed without reference to a com
mittee. On motion by Mr. Gardner of 
Penobscot. the bill was tabled. 

Resolve in favor of Moses Moon a 
Civil War veteran. Received in the 
House. had its several readings and 
passed to be engrossed without refer
ence to a committee. On motion by 
Mr. Plummer of Androscoggin, tabled 
for printing. 

House document 477, "An act to 
amend section 22 of chapter 6 of the 
Revised Statutes relating to the regu
lation and conduct of elections." This 
bill was passed to be engrossed by the 
Senate as amended. and went to the 
House, and in the House the Senate 
amendment was amended. House 
amendment adopted in the S.mate by 
concurrence. As amended the bill was 
passed to be engrossed. 

An act to amend section 1 of chapter 
301 of the private and special laws in 
1903, relating to the protection of deer 
in the counties of Kennebec, Knox. 
"Valdo and Lincoln. In the House. 
House amendment A was adopted. In 
the Senate the vote whereby the bill 
was passed to be engrossed was recon
sidered. House amendment was adopt
ed in concurrence_ The Chair called the 
attention of the Senate to the fact that 
the tiUe should be amended, and on 
motion by Mr. Morse of Waldo the bill 
was tabled. 

Bill "An act in relation to the taxa
tion of mortgages on real estate," which 
was passed by the Senate, went to the 
House, and the minority report "ought 
not to pass" was accepted in that 
branch. 

Mr. GARDNER of Penobscot: Mr. 
President, I do not wish to occupy the 
time of the Senate but a few moments, 
and I hope the Senate will bear with 
me. This measure is introduced 
largely at the suggestion of members 
in the House who voted against the 
bill which the committee on taxation 
reported. 'I'here has been a new bill 
drafted, which I hold in my hand. 
1.500 copies' of which have been print
ed, and which will be distributed; and 
I am going to ask the Senators here 
to reconsider our motion whereby we 
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passed this matter to be engrossed, 
get It back here together with the 
committee report, lay it on the table, 
and submit this printed bill to the Sen
ate until tomorrow morning, in order 
that thpy may read it. 

The sugges'tion in this bill is, that it 
is practically the Massachusetts: law 
revised according to our statutes, so 
that the mortgagor and mortgagee will 
be taxed on the land according to their 
interest. and the borrower of money 
will aay on his eQuity only. It also 
provides that the mortgagee's interest 
in real estate shall be taxed as, real 
estate in the town where the land lies. 
H also provides that this shall affect 
no savings bank, trust company, in
surance company or building and loan 
association, who pay a franchise tax. 
It also provides: that this act shall 

not aDply to existing mortgages:, and 
that this act shall not take effect until 
January I, 1906. 

The substance of it is that we shall 
do away with double taxation, and 
that the mortgagor and mortgagee 
shall pay according to their interest in 
thf' particular piece of property, and 
pay where the land lies,. 

I will say that in explanation that 
the rEsult of this law will probably be 
that there will be one tax on the land 
paid by the mortgagor, and that we 
shall do away with double taxation. 
'['he mortgagee will be assisted, and 
will be called on to pay for his inter
est. and the mortgago,r for his equity. 
It will certainly be fair and right, and 
I ask the Senate to reconsider the vote 
wlwreby we passed this' to be en
grosseCl and lay the matter on the 
table, and I will submit this' printed 
bill for your cons'ideration, and then it 
will be for the Senate to digest it, and 
if they s'ee fit, to consider it. 

Mr. POTTER of Cumberland: Just 
Olle word. I voted last week when 
this proposition was submitted to the 
Senate by the Senator from Penobscot 
against the motion which prevailed 
here. The propOSition which the Sen
ator now makes is an improvement on 
that one to my mind, and I hope very 
much that his motion will now pre
vail. 

Mr. PUTNAM of Aroostook: Mr. 
President, I move that we recede from 

our fOl~mer position, and that we ac
cept the majority report of this com
mittee and concur with the House. 

Mr. GARDNER: I trus't the Senate 
will stOlnd by their original a,ction on 
the su')ject matter, and that at least 
the priVilege shall be granted here that 
we start with that committee report, 
and la,v this document on the table 
and allow the Senators to 1001. this 
over. 

I am maldng no argument on the 
subject matter; I say here is some
thing of vast importance to the people 
of the State; the subject matter has 
been thoroughly threshed out; I see 
no objection to allowing this matter 
to be reconsidered, and that it lie on 
the table until at least the Senator 
from Aroostook, who, I assume, has 
not eVlm read the bill, shall be given an 
opportLInity to examine it. I trust my 
motion to reconsMer OLIr vote will be 
considl~red. 

The PRESIDENT: The Senator from 
Penobm~ot has, moved to reconsider the 
vote whereby the bill was, pas:sed to be 
engros~ed. The Senator from Aroos" 
took has moved to recede and concur. 
The motion of the Senator from Aroos
took takes the precedence. 

Mr. GAHD1'\ER: I trust the Senate 
will not re8ede and concur until they 
have Lad an opportunity to look into 
this, matter. 

Mr. PUTNAM: I will say just a word 
in rel8,tion to this matter. This bill, 
as' neaT as I can discover from what 
the Senator from Penobscot has said, 
is very near the original bill. Now, 
after 1 he committee has turned that 
down he comes in and tries to sub
stitute at this time this, present bill, 
and hl~ offers it in the form of an 
amendment. 

T trust that my motion will pre
vail. 

Mr. GARDNER: The Senator from 
Aroostook is entirely wrong. This 
propoRition was not turned down by 
the committee on taxation. I think 
the SE-nator from Oxford will bear me 
out that the reason why we allowed 
the substitution which went before the 
SenatE and House was' because at that 
time we had serious, doubts about the 
machinery of evading or getting away 
from double ta.'Cation. 
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This blJl has been carefully drafted, 
and does away with these technical 
objections. I don't propose to argue 
this matter, but I do ask the Senate 
to reconsider the vote in order that 
they may have an opportunity to read 
this hill, and I hope the motion of the 
Senator from Aroostook will not pre
vail. 

The question being put, upon the 
motion by the Senator from Aroos'
took, Senator Putnam, that the Senate 
recede and concur. The motion was 
last, 6 voting in the affirmative and 15 
in the negative. 

On motion by Mr. Gardner of Penob
scot the Senate voted to reconsider the 
vote whereby the bill was passed to be 
engrossed. On further motion by Mr. 
Gardner the bill, together with an 
amendment offered by the same sena
tor, was tabled, and tomorrow assigned 
for special consideration. 

Bill "An act recognizing the Pepper
ell Manufacturing Company as a cor
poration legally organized, and grant
ing to it additional powers." This bill 
came from the House, that branch 
having indefinitely postponed the same. 
On motion by Mr. Simpson of York, the 
bill was tabled. 

On bill "An Act relative to moving 
buildings through the s'treets" the 
Chair appointed as conferees' on the 
part of the Senate Messrs, Staples', 
Clark and Philoon. 

Bill relating to Monterey Association, 
which was passed to be engrossed by 
the House, indetlnitely postponed in 
the Senate, and reconsideration of that 
vote refused, comes back from the 
House, that branch ins'isting upon its 
action, and appointing conferees on the 
part of the House. On motion by Mr. 
Staples of Knox the Senate voted to 
adhere. 

The following petitions were received 
and placed on file: 

By Mr. Sturgis of Cumberland peti
tion of Acorn Grange, 118 for the ref
erendum. 

Also petition of Crooked River 
Grange, 32 for same. 

Also petition of H. T. Choate and 
others of Fairfield Grange for same. 

Mr. Owen of Piscataquis presented 
bill "An Act relating to the Northern 
Gas and Electric Company, ratifying 
and confirming its organization, and 
on that senator's motion the same 
was received, and without reference to 
a committee took its two several read
ings under suspension of the rules, and 
was passed to be engrossed. 

Mr. Heselton of Kennebec presented 
a bill, "An Act to incorporate the Au
gusta Board of Trade," and on motion 
by that s'enator the srune was received 
and without reference to a committee 
had its two several readings under 
suspension of the rules', and was 
pass,ed to be engrossed. 

On motion by IMr. Gardner of Penob
scot it was ordered, the House concur
ring, that bill entitled "An Act to 
amend Section 43 of Chapter 6 of the 
Revised Statutes relating to thc rejec
tion of other than official ballots at 
elections, which was ord2red pla'ced on 
file, be taken from the files, and be re
ferred to the Committ'oe on Legal Af
fairs. 

Bill ".-\n Act to establish the Lincoln 
county municipal court," came up on 
first reading. On motion by Mr. Potter 
of Cumberland the bill was amended 
by Senate amendment A, and on mo
tion by Mr. Tupper of Lincoln the rules 
were suspended, and the bill took its 
s('colld reading and was passed to be 
engrossed. 

Resolve in favor of clerk to the Com
mittee on Temperance came up on first 
reading, and under susper,sion of the 
rules took its second reading, and was 
passed to be engrossed. 

Resolve in favor of the clerk of the 
Committee on TelegraphR, Telephones, 
Pensions, State Prison, and Manufac
tures, came up on its first reading, and 
under suspension of the rules took its 
second reading, and 'wa.s passed to be 
engrossed. 

Reports of Committees. 
Mr. Allen for the Committee on Judi

ciary on bill "An Act relating to cor
pOI'ations, as to the payment oIf fran
chise tax," reported same in new draft 
under same title, and that it "ought to 
pa!'s." Report accepted. 

Mr. Simpson fOIl' the COIInmittee on 
Appropriations and FinanciaJ! Affair3, 
on ResoLve in favor O'f AlbHt 'M. Buck, 
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messenger to the President of the Sen
ate, repurted same "ought to pass." Re
port accepte'1. 

Mr. Pike for the same Committee on 
Resolve in falvor of William C. Marshall 
reported same "ought not to 'Pass." Re
port accepted. 

Mr. Potter for the Committee on Ju
diciary, on Order of the Legislature re
lating to the expediency uf enacting a 
general la'w classifying municipal and 
police courts of the State, etc., report
ect that Isame be refm'red to the next 
Legislature. Report a('cepted. 

'I'he joint standing Cummittee on Ju
iliciary submitted its final report, and 
the same was accepted. 

An Act to amend Sections 116 and 117 
of Chapter 6 of the Hevised Statutes re
lating tu cau<,uses in citips of over 35,-
000 inhabitants took :ts second reading, 
and was passed to be engrossed. 

Passed to be Enacted. 
An Act to prevent the pollution of 

the waters of Carleton ]!ond. 
~n Act to empQwer the county vf 

Al('.osiook to purchase and Rcquire ti
tle to lands adapted to agricultural 
purpcses in said county. 

An Act relating to (he description of 

ter 114 I)f the Revised Statutes relating 
to discl')sure commissioners. 

An Ad to amend Se::tion 23 of Chap
ter 114 of the Hevised Statutes relat
ing to ,r elie-f of poor debtors. 

An Ad to rumend Chapter 213 of the 
Private and Special Laws of 1903, au
thorizing the county commissioners of 
Cumberland county t.o erect a county 
building in Portland. 

An A~t to amend the charter of the 
Sebago Lake, Songo River and Bay of 
Naples Steamboat Co. 

An Ad to amend Section 10 of Chap
te'r ~ a1' d Section 12 of Chapter 6 of the 
Revised Statutes relating to the reg
ulation and conduct ryf elections. 

An Act relating to Milo ElectriC 
Light and Power COnlvany, ratifying 
and <'orlfirming its proceedings. 

An A~t to amend Section 9 of Chap
ter lOS )f the Revised "Statutes relating 
to the :,ervice of venires. 

An Act to extend the close time on 
caribou and amend Chapter 32 of the 
Revisec Statutes, relating to inland 
fisherie" and game. 

An Act to amend Sections 24 and ~5 
of Chapter 3 of the nevised Statutes 
relatin~' to State printing. 

Finally Passe'Cl. 

unincorporated township~ and public R€sol\'e in rel'ation to extra pay of 
lands for the ,purpose of ,'aluation and Maine volunteers in the war with 
assessment. Spain. 

An Act to incorporate tho Waterville Resol\'e in favor of the clerk and 
Gas and Electric Co. stenographer and the meE'senger to the 

An Act to amend Section 2 of Chap- judiciary committee. 
tel' 117 of the Revised Statutes in reI a- Re~olve in favor of the clerk and 
tion to fees of trial justices in the trfal stenographer and the messenger to the 
o'f an tssue in a criminal case. legal aJfairs committe~. 

An Act to rumend Section 3 of Chap- Resolve of the Legislature o,f Maine 
ter 50 of the Private and Special Laws reque,;Ung the repeal by Congress of 
of 1821,as amended by Chapter 161 of Section 20 of title 33 of the Revised 
the Private and Sp"cial Laws of 184S. Statutes of the United States, admit
as amended by Chapt,er 111 of the Pri- ting CErtain lumber lTI'anufactured in 
vD,te and Special !Jaws of 1862, as New Bruns'wick into the ports of the 
amended by Chapte,' 413 lelating to ex- Unitpd States ,free of duty. 
tending the time of controlling the wa- Resolve in favor of the inmates of 
ter at the alewife fishery at Damari:l- the Maine Insane hospital at Augusta. 
cotta Mills. Resolve relating to the documentary 

An Act to chang8 the name of the history of Maine. 
Dover Gas Light Co. Resolve in favor of George M.Bar-

A'n Act to amend. the city charter 
Rl~d city ordinances of the city of Gar
diner in relation to the election o'f the 
city marshal and the street commis-
sionElr. 

An Act to amend Section 23 of Chap-

rows, ,:hairman of the committee on 
State :;:,chool for Boys. 

Resolve in favor of S. T. Kimball for 
service:; of clerk and me~senger to com
mittee on railroads and Expresses. 

Resolve in favor of C. Bradsureet, 
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clerk to the banking committee. 
Resolve In favor of Charles Knawl

ton. 
Resolve in favo,r of ""HEarn B. Webb. 
Resoive In favor ()if the city ot Lew

Iston. 
Resolve In favor Oil M. H. Hodgdon, 

clerk, stenographer and messenger to 
the committee on inland fisheries and 
game. 

Resoilve in favor of George G. Weeks. 
Resolve in fa,vor of George E. Mor

rison. 
Resolve in favor of the city of Rock

land, Maine. 
Resolve In favor of Joseph Arch'am

bault. 
Resolve laying a tax on counties of 

the State for the years 1905 and 1906. 
Resolve in favor of the clerk and 

stenographer of the Committee on In
terior Waters. 

Resolve in favor of Henry B. Con
way. 

On motion of Mr. Heselton of Kenne
bec, Resolve in favor of a feeding sta
tion for the Sebago Lake fish hatchery, 
was tabled and assigned for tomorroW 
morning. 

Orders of the Day. 
On motion by Mr. Staples of Knox, 

House document 563, being "An Act 
to amend an act entitled An Act to 
set off a part of Plantation No.7, and 
annex it to the town of Gouldsboro, of 
the Private and Special Laws of 1905, 
relating to the adjustment of their val
uation, was taken from the table, and 
on further motion by the same sen
ator, Senate amendment A was, adopt
E'd, and the bill took its first reading. 
On further motion by the same Sen
ator the bill took its second reading 
under suspension of the rules, and was 
passed to be engrossed. 

On motion by Mr. Gardner of Penob
scot, House document 569, relating to 
assessment of taxes on land in unin
corporated places, was taken from the 
table. On motion by the same Senator 
this bill took its second reading un
der suspension of the rules, and was 
passed to be engrossed. 

On further motion by the same Sen
ator bill relating to the taxation of 
mortgages on real estate was taken 
from the table, and an amendment to 

the same submitted by the same Sen
ator, who moved Its adoption; and 
pending that motion, on motion by 
the same Senator, the bill was tabled 
and assigned for tomorrow morning. 

On motion of Mr. Pierce of Aroos
took, Senate document 146 was taken 
from the table, and an amendment 
offered by the same Senator, and pend
ing its acceptance, on his further mo
tion, the bill was tabled, and assigned 
for tomorrow morning. 

On motion by Mr. Gardner of Penob
scot, Hous,e document 557, being bill for 
better protection of lobsters, assigned 
for today, was taken from the table. 

Mr. GARDNER ,Jf Penobscot. Mr. 
President, my contention yesterday, 
which the Senate upheld by a narrow 
majority, was that this matter be laid 
on the table for consideration today. 

I now wish to state to the Senate that 
after investigation I find that while in 
the main my contention that lobsters 
are high, and that we do not get any 
inland, the claims of the opposition 
that this matter will be injuriolUs to 
the fislhermen appeals to me, and I 
have no desire at this tim" to urge the 
passage of a bilI which did not go be
fore a committee and have a proper 
hearing. Consequently I shall with
draw my strenuous efforts in behalf of 
the bill, and leave it to those more 
particularly interested to take such 
action a..<; they may deem necessa:ry. 

On motion by Mr. Staples of Knox, 
the bill was indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. MILLS of Hancock. Mr. President. 
I trust that the motion will prevail. I 
know that this morning thtre is a great 
deal of business and some very im
portant matters to come up, and I do 
not desire to take the time olf the Sen
ate in discussing a bill, the fate of 
which I trust is already settled. 

However, it seems only fai.r that the 
fishermen who never have had a chance 
to utter a word for or against this 
measure should be represented, and I 
beg to aSf'ure you I will only take a 
few minrutes oIf your time in represent
ing the oPPosition of the lobster fisher
men on this matter. 

Perhaps if I read some of the tele
grams forwarded to me and to my hon
orable neighbor from Washington 
county, that will express their opinions 
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pretty accurately. Here is one ad
dressed to myself: 

"Should the lobster bill become a law 
it must be the ruination and almost the 
starvation of almost two hundred 
fishermen. It must not 'pass the Sen
ate. Appeal to the Governor Ifar the 
protection of our fishermen, and do not 
allOlW such an outrageous bill to be
come a l<a,w and disgrace the law
makers of the State of Maine. 
(Signed) Fishermen of Stonington." 

"Do all you cIVn to prevent the pass
ing of the lobster bill. (Signed) Charles 
L. Knowlton, Stephen E. Allen and 200 
others." 

"To Hon. E. W. Shackford: Kill Ithe 
new lobster b!ll if possible. (Signed) 
B. L. Coffin and others." "Do eV<ery
thing possible to defeat the anti-shipping 
lobs>ter bill." "Do everything possible to 
defeat the lobster bill." 

And Ithen, Mr. President and Gentle
men, there are 500 signatures to these re
monstra'llJOes which have been seIlJt In here 
during ,too past two days against the 
passage of this bill. 

Now in these Itwo days I have looked 
into this matter a little, and I have tried 
to find out something about the auithors 
of this b!ll, and I have been unable to 
find any man who is willing to father the 
measure; no man is willing to be responsi
ble for its being Illltroduced into the 
House, so fwr as my I'fivestigrutions go. 
lt has no father. Like "Topsy," in the 
great~st American novel, it was "never 
born bUlt simply "growed." 

Last Saturday 'the House of Represen
tatives had a shOI't recess. Immediwte
Iy after that recess this bill was called 
up and had its thI'ee several readings and 
was passed to be engrossed, and was senlt 
to this chamber. H appewrs from what 
I am able to learn that during that short 
intermission the method of the biI'th of 
!this bill, and the method of its whole 
growth was planned-conceived by a few 
men in the House, when only 30 members 
were present. It was a thrilling and 
wonderful concepltion of the feI1tile minds 
of a few brilliant-one or more br!1liant
members of the other branch of this 

people aro engaged along the coast of 
Maine. During the year 1904 more thrun 
$1,000,000 was bt'O'llght into this Stalte di
rectly from foreign ma,rkets,-from Bos
ton and New York. chiefiy through Ithe 
catchln~: at lobjsters. '.£'his substallltial 
income was carried directfy to the fisher
men. It was not like many other In
dustries; it dldn"t come i'IlJ a rOUllld
about way, but this Income to the .i'cate 
of Maine came from Massachusetts and 
New York, and the large cities in other 
states, a,nd went straightway to the fish
ermen, !end Into their pockets, and helped 
Ito support their families. 

If this bill Is passed, Mr. President ana 
·Senatorl', it would throw these lobster 
fishermEn oult of business during six 
months of the year; during April, May, 
June, J lly, August and September the 
lobster fishermen along the coast dt 
Malne would be p'ractlcally out of busi· 
ness. 

The bill reads from the 1st of June, 
but as a maHer of fact lobsters caught in 
April and May are not shipped until 
June and July. ~ • .ts bill would prevent 
.tbeir beng shipped then, and ,consequent
ly fishlrg would have to stop the 1st of 
April 01' thereabouts. As a maHer of 
fact ,the markets of our states are open 
Ito lobst"rs from Nova Scotia during the 
months of April and May, amid during 
tha't tine the price of lobst'ers is very 
low. It is impracticable for our buyers 
·to ship lobsters while they are being 
brought in from Nova Scotia. They buy 
them of the fishermen, put them into 'the 
pounds, and keep them until the price 
goes up in June and July. when the Nova 
Scotia I,)bsters are cut off from tbe mar
ket, anI! then ship them to Boston and 
New York; and if Ithis bill were passed 
they WOUld be absolutely prohibited from 
buying in April and May. 

Now it would be just as reasonable to 
pass a bill preventing the shipment of 
eggs during the months of summer-just 
as reas.mable exactly, and whait would 
the farr'lers in Oxford county say, where 
I underE:tand this bill originated, if such a 
bill as that went through this Legisla-

jJegisla,ture. Iture? 

Now, what does it mean? Very briefiY As there are many Dither mwtters to 
let mil tell you. I wish for only a mo- discuss this morning, and as I am not in 
ment or two of your time. very good condition for speakIng, I trust, 

In Ithl" JOh'sber industry more than 2000 gentlemen. the bill will be defeated, and 
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that the motion 'to indefinitely postpone 
will prevail. 

On motion by Mr. Irving of Aroos
took, the vote whereby House doc
ument 552, "An Act to amend chapter 
24 of the Revised Statutes, relating to 
registering and regulating the speed of 
automobiles and motor vehicles, and 
for licensing the operators thereof," 
was passed to be engrossed, was re
considered. 

The same Senator thereupon moved 
that the bill be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. IRVING of Aroostook. Mr. Presi
dent, in explanation of why I make this 
motion I wish as briefly as possible to 
say that I assume the ait'titude of citizens 
of this Stat'e, as well as the attitude of 
members of this chamber, and of this 
Legislaiture, is that the automobile as a 
means of travel has the same right as 
any other form of locomotion, with this 
exception-that certain laws and regula
tions be placed aboUJt 'them ,to guard the 
safety of the public. 

In the Acts of the last Legislature cer
tain regulations and restrictions were 
placed upon 'the statute book of our 
State. As I understand the law now 
existing-and I understand H from the 
very standpoint of the operator of an 
aUJtomobile who realizes that he Is con
fronted by the penalty of a fine or im
prisonment if he violwtes that law. I as
sume my understanding on this point 
may be as clear as that of a man who 
may be praotising a,t the bar. The law 
provides, and is concurrent with the city 
and village ordinances, 'that automobiles 
shall be reduced in speed to a {)ertain 
limit per mile. That takes cwre of the 
congested traffic of the cities and towns. 
I Ulnders·tand 'that in the country a 
prOVISIOn is made whereby a person 
driving his iteam, or riding in a carriage, 
whether the driver of the team or not
by the 'raising of the hand may compel 
'the driver of an automobile to bring his 
machine Ito an absolute standstill, and 
l'emain in that position until all danger 
from fright to Ithe team has passed. 

I submit, genltlemen, are not automo
bile operators' suffieiently restricted, 
and the safety of the public properly 
cared for? 

The point upon which ~his bill ·comes is 
upon the matter of registration. What 
does it mean? It means simply this. The 

matter of registra>iion does not prevent 
the violrution of the law, but the matter 
of registration, and 'the law compelling 
Ithe carrying in a consp,fcuous position 
of a certain num.ber, which lead to the 
Tegistration, and which may lead to the 
detection or recogniition of a violation 
of the law, is all tha1t registration can 
amount to as to guarding the s'afety of 
the public againslt accidents from aUito
mobiles? 

I wish to stalle here and now that I 
am more than wilUng-I am even anxious 
as an automobile owner-to register, not 
every aUltomobile thrut I may have In my 
possession, but to reglsteT myself and 
an aUitomobile as an operator. I am will
Ing to pay the amount laid down in this 
or any other bill for thaJt purpose; but 
I wan1t this registration and the resltric
tlons to be laid down by the proper 
parties, and to emanalte from the proper 
source. I am willing to bow Ito the will 
of this Legislature In any en&ctment 
which may affect my privlleg1es, but I 
resent Ithe necessity of going to anyone 
individual and leaving it 'to his discretion 
as ,to what restrictions there may be that 
relate Ito that registration. 

Let me read from the bill,-"The appli
cation shall, in addition to such other 
particulars as may be required by said 
secretary,"-you underS'tand that you are 
Ito apply to the secretary of State for the 
registrrution of your automobile and 
yourself as an operator-"conltaf.n a sta~ 
ment of the name, place of residence and 
address of the applicant, with a brief 
description of the aUltomobile or motor 
vehicle, including the name of the maker, 
Ithe number, if any, affixed by the maker, 
the chwracter of the motor power, and 
the amount of such motor power stalled 
in figures of horse power; and with such 
application shall be deposited a regisltra
tion fee of two dollars." 

I submit, gentlemen, Ithat while ilt is 
proper that we should apply to the secre
tary of IState for registraJtion of our au
tomobiles or moltor vehicles, it is emi
nently proper ~hat this Legislature 
should dictate the terms and conditions 
under which thalt registration is granted, 
and thalt we be not subject to· the will or 
wish of the secretary of State. 

I submit again Ithat this matter of reg
isltering in the secretary of State's office 
tbe nature of your machine, the make of 
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your machine, the number thereof, and 
all Ithose conditions, is superfluous, and 
of no impoJ1tance whatever. 

I do notice tha't they omit in this com
pilation of conditions and restrictions as 
Ito the kind of gasolene and 'the amount 
of odor that may be allowed to come 
from the machine, but this can be taken 
care of in the article which provides 'that 
such other paJ1ticulars as may be !l'e
qui red by the secretary of State shall be 
furnished; so that we may not be able 
,to escape even from that. 

Now are 'these condiitions necessary in 
the judgment of the framers of this bill? 
Let us see,-Siection 18. "Every manufac
turer of or dealer in automobiles or 
motor vehicles, may instead of register
ing each au'tomobile or motor vehicle 
owned or controlled by him, make appli
cation upon a blank provided by said 
secretary of State for a general <lis
tinguishing number," etc. 

For Ithis consideraltion, which on the 
face of it conitra<licts the fact that they 
believe it was necessary for this long 
des'crlptlon to be Incorporalted in the 
records of the 'State, they say you may 
eliminate all ithis for a further considera
tion of $10, license-fee. 

Now a point Ithere. I condemn ,this as 
a discrimInation against parties. I sub
mit, gentlemen, is it fair ,that a dealer 
in automobiles should be Itaxed $10 a 
year for 'the sole sake of another dealer 
in carriages who is allowed to sell with
out a tax? I't appeals to m'e as class 
legislation in thalt section of the bill. 
Now, again, 'these are of minor import
amee. The question of license comes in
license to It~e operator. 

This bill provides, if I understand it
and I confess I do not-I do not believe 
the framers of the bill fully understand 
ilt-but as far as I am able to underStand 
this bill, this provides that if you, fellow 
senators, should chance to have in your 
family two or three who are capable of 
operalting alll automobile, you must :take 
OUit a license for each one and eV'ery 
member of your family that may oper
ate it; else you alfe liable to a fine of 
$5() or imprisonment. I submit ilt to you, 
gentlemen, as Ito itts being a fair propo
sition. 

Now as to this matter of taking out a 
license it is provided in Section 19 of tthis 
bill 'that application shall be made upon 

blanks prepared by Ithe secretary of 
IState f)r this purpose, and the license 
issued ,'hall be in such form, and contain 
such pr·)visions, as the secretary of State 
may de<:ermine. 

Gentlemen, you who may own a good 
team, amd I have no doubt that many of 
you ow'. good teams,-do you wish to be 
put Into the position 'that if you are go
ing fro.:n Bangor to Aroostook through 
Ithrut long stretch of beau'tiful wooded 
road, where you may travel from day to 
day, ur.less you meeot someorre who is 
making the trip as you are, and making 
i:t looking over Ithe beauties ef that 
wooded country of Aroostook--4'emember 
Ithat you will ureet no teams---,do you wish 
to be Pllt in the position of submlibting to 
the power given into one man's hands to 
restrict the speed of your horse ,through 
Ithat woodland along those level roads? 
I ask you, gentlemen, to support me in 
my end,;avor Ito defeat amy effort on the 
part of any i'ndividual or class of indi
viduals in 'this ,State, who would seek to 
prevent you and me from inCll'easing the 
power Ilpon our machines when coming 
upon these long stre<tches where no one 
can be in danger, and there can be no 
possible damage to any individual. 

Now there is still another objectionable 
fealture to this bill. The bill says ,that 
this applicant must submit to the secre
tary of Sttate evidence of qualification to 
drive 2.n aultomobile. I wonder how 
many men in Ithe State today, who are 
owners of automobiles, can submit con
vincing evidence to an expert of their 
qualific21tions to run an au1tomoblle. 
And eVEn if they could submit such evi
dence, the quesltlon is for the Legisla
ture and not for the secretary of State. 
The ma'1J who is an expeJ1t in the matter 
of 'the manipulation of an automobile 
should 'Je an expeJ1t engineer. 

There is still another objectionable fea
ture to this bill. "Automobiles or mCJtor 
vehicles owned by non-residents of this 
81talte, driven by persons licensed in this 
or some other statte may be operated on 
roads and highways of this State," etc., 
without 'taking out a license in this State. 
Is not that legislation against legislation 
in the 'State of Maine as Ito those owning 
automobiles. Is not that giving Maine, 
Massactusetts and New Hampshire the 
right 'to come up behind you and I on 

Ithis stre<tch of road which I have referred 
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to, and: of so many other roads which 
extend through our 'State, in direct vio
laltlon of the law as applied ,to us be
cause we are restrioted on our country 
roads. Is it fair legislation? Or Is It. 
discrimination against the ci'tlzens of 
this State? 

Thiere Is atlll anO'ther thing which they 
have Incorporated here,-lthat the secre
tary of StMe under the provisions of the 
preceding sections shall not prevent the 
licensing of persons for riding, if they 
are accO'mpanled by a licensed operator. 
Had nO't that been In 'this bill I shO'uld 
have been afraid to have gQtten IntO' an 
autQmQbile to' ride with anYQne, fQr fear 
othalt In his special license premisslon had 
not been given to' him to' take someQne 
to' ride whO' was nQt licensed as a chaf
feur. I am glad It is In. It seems to' be 
the only secltiQn In 'thalt entire bill, frQm 
the enacting clause to' the last article, 
thalt gives to' the autO'mQbile Qwner any 
protectiQn-any Qf the benefits that CQme 
frQm the O'wnershlp Qf an autQmoblle; 
and i!t leaves to him bUlt Qne thing to dO', 
to keep his autO'moblle, if, under the 
passage of thalt law, anYQne shQuld Qb
ject to It. 

NQw, gentlemen, I hQpe !that 'the mo
tlQn to' >ndefinitely PO'stpone this bill will 
be sustained. 

Mr. POTTillR O'f Cumberla:nd: Mr. 
Piresldent, I have nQt been fO'rtunate 
enQugh 'to' hear all the senatQr frQm 
ArQQstQQk has said, althO' ugh I am a near 
nelghbO'r Qf his!. [f I had heard all he said 
ill might not have been neoessary fO'r me 
to' reply In detail to' It. 

Two years agO' a request came to' 'the 
last Leglslalture to' regulate the matter Qf 
autQmoblles, and the brief and simple 
statute which is nO'w on the bQQks was 
passed to' meet that demand. 

At the present sessiQn O'f 'the Legisla
ture an Qrder was IntrQduoed in the 
HO'use asking fQr same legislatiQn in 
resp'ect to' autO'mQblles fQr the b€!tter 
prQtecltiQn Qf the rural districts, and Ithat 
Qrder was re1JeI'red to' the judiciary CQm
mittee and was cQnsldered; rund the CQm
mitltee alsO' had befO're it a bill frQm the 
HQuse asking fQr registraJtiQn, and the 
bill befQre the Senrute is the result Qf 
tha t Qrder and thalt bill. 

The theQry Qf the cQmmiUee was that 
the autO'mQbile has !the right to' use the 
highways Qf he State, subject 'to' reaSQn-

able and prQper regulatiQns. It seems 
to' be the O'piniO'n Qf SQme members O'f the 
Legislalture thait Ithe existing law did nQt 
give sufficient prQtectiO'ili to the public. A 
registraltiQn b!ll was asked fQr, and the 
present bill Induded a reglstrrutiQn fea
ture ,rund alsO' a license featUll"e; and 
the prO'vislO'ns to' which '1:he senator 
from Aroostook Qbjects are the 
Qnes taken frQm Ithe law Qf Massachu
setts, and the law Qf Vermont, and the 
law Qf New Hampshire,-a brief sum
mary Qf SQme Qf the prQvisiO'ns O'f the 
laws O'f thQse three staltes in respect ito 
reglstratiQn. 

Now registration must be made by 
SQme Qfficial, amd It is prO'vided In Ithis 
bill, as in ithe Massachuseuts, Vermont, 
and New Hampshire statutes, that regis
tratiQn shall be thrQugh the Qffice Qf .the 
secretary Qf Sltate. Toot prQvlslQn, I 
understand, has wO'rked well in the Qther 
states, and matters Qf detail can safely 
be leflt to' such an Qffice as ,that Qf Ithe 
secI'etary of 'State. .A!nd SO' In the matter 
of licensing. 
If it is the QpiniQn Qf the SenaJte thalt 

there is nO' demand fQr further regula
tiQn of the autO'mO'mblle, then I Imagine 
the judiciary cQmmittee WQn't be very 
insiSitent UPQn this bill. If the genltlc
ma~ frQm ArO'QstoQk thinks, and a ma
jority Qf this bQdy cQnslders the present 
law suffidenlt let it Sltand. I am nO't the 
father Qf <this law. I happened to' be Qn 
the sub-cQmmittee which framed It, but 
the members Qf the HQuse did Ithe bulk 
Qf the work. 

I thoughit I heard the ISenaJtQr Qbj ect to 
the prQvisiQn in Sedtion 21 in regard to' 
automobiles owned oult Qf the IState. The 
registration bill Ithat came frO'm the 
House ha,d nO' prQvlsloIl' whatever In re
gard to' non-resident Qwners Qf autQmo
biles. It was thQught prO'per 'that :there 
should be some restrlCltiO'ns UPQn them; 
it was thQught if the Qwner Qf an au
tQmQbile was registered in his Qwn stalte 
-required by his Qwn state to' exhibit a 
number, Vt WQuid be sufficient in this 
Stat'e. The purpose O'f registrrution is 
inaentificaitiQn O'f the machine, nQthing 
morc. That is accO'mplished by Qur bill, 
and nO't by the original bill. 
It dQes nDit discriminaJte against the 

resident owner. I am not familiar 
enQugh with Ithe bill to' gO' further, but I 
dO' knQw it was carefully drawn by mem-
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bel's on the part of the House, and it is a 
summary of pro,visions borrowed Jirom 
laws ,that have worked well in other 
New England states. 

Mr. IRVING. I wish to call the Mten
tion of 'the senators to the fact thrut if 
the rural districts alre protected under 
the general law whalt better protection 
they have than by simply raising ,their 
hand, by which they compel the driver 
of an automobile to bring it to a stand 
and k'eep it there UIl/til the danger is pam. 

Now it has been said the point is simply 
a matter of indentification; and I may 
state 'that I am iIll favor of regiSitration, 
but of lllentifying-not the automobile 
but the owner of it, so tha!t if damage 
is done redress may be had. 

Mr. PLUMMER of Aindroscoggin: Mr. 
President, I ceI'ltainly hope that this bill 
will not be indefinitely postponed. In the 
words of Ithe senator from Knox, I hope 
the "inherent rights of the people" will 
be respeded here. 

They have come here asking for this 
bill, bult I hope the owner of the horse 
has some rights here; I believe Ithe man 
who owns a horse has some rights, I 
want you to understand thalt you do not 
have time Ito put your hand up some
times; they will run over you before you 
have an opportunity to put your hand up. 

While a gre",t many, and I may say 
most owners of aultomobiles do, r,espect a 
team and are very careful, a great many 
do not. 

I do not own an automobile, and do not 
ever expect to. I do own a cheap horse, 
and have a wife and three girls who drive 
ilt. 'What is the result now? They do nOlt 
dare to go out. I have a safe horse, but 
when one of those reckless fellows comes 
along they aI'le likely to get tipped out, 
as many have in the State of Maine. 

Therefore I hope, genitlemen, !thrut the 
bill will not be indefinitely postponed. 

The question being put, and a rising 
vote had, five Senators voted in the 
affirmative, and fifteen in the negative, 
and the motion to indefinitely postpone 
was lost. On motion by Mr. Potter of 
Cumberland, the bill was passed to be 
engrossed. 

The PRESIDENIr: The ChaiT wishes 
to lay before the Senate the action of 
the House in regaTd to the Bangor Hos
pital appropriation which was yester
day killed in the Senate. The House 

has passed the Resolve, and the matter 
has now come back to the Senate for 
action. The Chair recognizes the Sen
ator from W-aldo. 

On motion by Mr. Morse of Waldo, the 
Senate voted to adhere. 

The senator from Waldo thereupon mov
ed to reconsider the vote whereby the 
Senate voted to adhere. 

Mr. S'I'ETSON of Penobscot: lIfr. Pres
ident, may I ask what the pending mo
tion is before the question is put? 

The PRESIDENT: The pending motion 
is a motion to reconsider the motion to 
adhere, the senator from 'Valdo having 
moved to adhere, and the motion lha ving 
prevailed, and the Chair has already an· 
nounced the vote. , 

Mr. STETSON: I did· not hear it. 
The P-qESIDENT: Did the senator 

really not understand the question? 
Mr. STETSON: I did not. 
The PRf1}SlDENT: I think the expres

sion of the Senate should be fairly un
aeo'stood. 

Mr. STETSON: As a matter of courtesy 
I think I have a right to understand the 
pending motion, as 1 was on my feet be
fore the Chair finally declared the yote. 

The PRESIDENT: The senator from 
\VaJoo moyes to reconsider the motion to 
adhere. 

'I'he question being put the motion pre
vailed. 

The PRESIDENT: The pending question 
is now upon the motion of the senator 
from vValdo to adhere. 

;l1r. STETSON: I move that the Sen
ate inRist, and that a committee of con
ference be appointed. 

The question being put, upon the mo
tion to insist, the Yeas and N:1Ys were 
called for but a sufficient number failed 
to vote, and the Yeas and Nays were re
fused. 

The question being put, a division was 
cailed for and had, 13 senators voting in 
the affirmative, and 11 in the negative, 
and the motion to insist prevailed. 

On motion of Mr. Sturgis of Cumber
land, the Senate voted to reconsider the 
,'ate whereby the Senate indefinitely post
poned Resolve in favor of Widows Is
land. The pending question was upon the 
indefinite postponement of the bill. 

Mr. STURGIS of Cumberland: Mr. 
President, upon that question I desire to 
say a few words. This matter, like many 
other maltters which come before !the 
Legislature at the clos·e of the session, 
has received but little consideration
not thait consideTa,tion is really due :the 
matter. I thought yesterday that when 
the Senate voted to indefinitely post
pone this resolve but few members of 
the Senate had any real knowledge of 
Widows Island, amd whrut the intent of 
the resolve was. 

Widows Island was deeded to the 
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State of Maine by the U. IS. government 
under 3!IlJ Act of Congress approved 
March 2, 1903. It was secured through 
Ithe lefforts of Congressman Littlefield, 
and was accepted by the ,state of Maine 
in the special Act of 1903, Chapter 383. 

(The senator thereupon read the act 
referred to.) 

I have here a COpy of the deed. 
(The senaitor also then read the in

den/ture.) 
Now we accepted that gift from the 

U. S. government two years ago, and it 
was suppos,ed 'thaJt at this session of ,the 
L,egislature something would be done. 
The government appoint'ed two members 
of the Council to go and look the island 
over and see what Ithe State of Maine 
could do wi'th H. The' U. S. government 
built the building on the island for a 
Mall'i'n<l hospital, to be used for sailors 
and marines of the war with Spain; but 
as thrut war came to a very sudden end 
it was never used ayt all, and when Ithe 
property was given to Maine the furni
ture was l'emoved. 

The property consists of an island of 
about six acres, and there is a substaIlJ
ltial wharf, at which landings may be 
made by sileamers from half to full tide. 
The building is of brick, with slate roof, 
three stories high, and built as the U. S. 
government builds all itsl buildings. The 
tioors a,re of hard pine; there iSI an arte
sion well on the islrund, with a gasolene 
engi'n'e for pumping purposes. Every
'thing is ,there except the furniture neces
sary to make it habitable. 

Now, if the ,State of Maine does not 
very soon use this propeI1ty it will revert 
to the UnHed States. The building was 
constructed at an expense-as I think-of 
about $75,()(J(). The island is 12 miles from 
Rockla,nd, alnd is said by those who have 
visited ~t to be one of the best situated 
for certain purposes, which I shall men
tion later on, on the coast. 

of 'the Governor and Council, who went 
there to look the matiter over, thought it 
would be an admirable place for con
valescing patients of the two Insane Has
pHals, where 'they might be taken for 
the summer. They had 'the members of 
the board and the trustees-with the ex
ception of one member-come down there 
and e:><amine the property, and I Ithtnk 
Ithey all endors,ed Ithe proposition to use 
this island as a summer home for con
valescing patients of the Insane Hospi
tals, where easy cases from Bangor and 
from Augusta might be brough1t. 

In the trutees' 'report I will read you 
the section with reference to Widows 
Island. (Senator reads from report.) 

Yesterday we passed a bill which au
Ithorized the improvement of the Arsenal 
near the Hospital buildings here for the 
insane, which in an probability will be 
completed in ,the early fall. F1rom now 
unltil that time-within a short time' when 
'the summer season is open-75 patients 
can be aecommodated alt Widows' Is:
land in the building by simply buying 
furniture for it. One of the doctors can 
be taken from one of the hospitals to at
tend 'the patients, with no increase of ex
pense to the State, exoept Ithe bare 
furnishing of the builuing, and those 
furnishings can 13!ter be utilized at the 
Arsenal building here, or in the new wing 
alt Bangor, which probably will be built 
some time. 

Now I agree that the insane should re
ceive the best >treatment possible, and it 
is the opinion of the people who conduct 
this Hospital across the river that Ithe 
trip to 'the seashore is beneficial, and two 
or three times in the season they do ,take 
certain of the convalescing ones to the 
Heashore by 'the aid of what is called 'the 
Coburn fund. If one day is benefiCial, 
with the excitement of that day's travel, 
a season down there would be of very 
g'reat benefit to a ceI'tain class of pa-

When the committee of 'the Council tiel1lts; and if they did not stay there Ithe 
went there and loomed the ma>tter over whole season certain of the patients 
they found a care-tamer who had been could be transferred there for from three 
paid by the U. S. government some $900 to six weeks art a time, and others enjoy 
a year, and they secured his services for the privilege lalter. 
$300 per year, and he has since been It seems 'to me that the action of the 
looking aHer Ithe property. They paid Senate was unwise and unjust in in
him for two years of C8Jre-taking. definitely postponing 'this resolve, which, 

We hear a grerut deal about the con- as I undersltand, provides an appropria
gested condition of our Insane asylums tion of $6000 for furnishing this building. 

at Augusta and Bangor. The committee It would be by no means wasted, becaus'e 
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it C<oIXl be used in another building which 
may be lalter constructed Ito take care of 
the congeslted condition of the Itwo hos
pitals. The Arsenal cannot be made 
ready before fall, and during the mean
~ime the advantages of Widows Island 
would be decidedly beneficial to Ithe two 
hosp~tals, and it seems to me it would be 
a wise investment of the $6000. It is a 
valuable property, wOI'lth from $75,000 to 
$l()(),OOO, and I hope the motion to In
definiltely postpone will not prevail. 

Mlr. MORSE of Waldo: Mr. President, 
~here rure some matters connected wiith 
this property down there that I fear the 
senator from Cumberland does not fully 
understand, and I would like to talk the 
matter over with him; and in ,the mean
time would mov'e that the matter lie upon 
the table. 

The mO'tion prevailed. 
On motion by Mr. Clark of Hancock, 

the report of the committee on judiciary, 
maioritv "ought not to pass," minority 
"ought' to pass in new draft," on "Re
solve proposing amendment to the con
stitution establishing the people's veto," 
was taken from the table. The same sen
ator moved to substitute the minority re
port for the majority report. 

Mr. CLARK of Hancock: Mr. Presi
denlt, 'this is the bill, which has been 
styled the Initiative and Referendum. It 
contains two sections which cover ap
proximately about one sheet of Ithe size 
I hold in my hand. In addition ,thereto 
there is some olther printed matter, but 
~hat pertains only to how the constitu
tion shall be chan~ed. 

law as they ask it by a majority of thL9 
Legisla ~ure, as we would be bound to 
do_ Th:l.t law does nOit become lio law un
til 90 days aj)ter the adjournment of this 
Legislature, and in Jthe meantime if the 
people <}f this State care to vote on it it 
is submitted to them for Itheir approval; 
and if they approve it by a majority of 
the vo~ers of Ithis State it then becomes 
a law. That is the Iniltialtive; they 
initia,te that law. 

The Ii.eferendum is simply this. No act 
of the Legislature 'takes effec:t until 90 
days after we adjourn this Legislature. 
In the meantime if there is a petition of 
ten per cent. of the people filed In the 
SecretaJ'Y of Sitate's office, asking that 
that law be l1eferred to' them, the secre>
tary prepares the necessary blanks, and 
at the1ext election ~hat Jaw is referred 
Ito the Ileople; and Ithen if they vote that 
that law shall be a law, it becomes so by 
a majority vo't'e. 

That's the referendum, and that, gen
tlemen, is it he whole of this bill-with one 
excepti(ou, which is that any Act of this 
Legislature passed by a two-thirds ma
jority of both branches is not subject to 
the r'ef'~rendum, and can become a law 
without the people's approval. 

Now in addition Ito that I shall propose 
an amendment Ito this law when the 
proper time comes, which was in the 
original draft. This bill went before the 
judiciary- commilttee and was cut down, 
so Ito sr'eak, and this law grew out of It, 
which is not the law presented by the 

As you all know, in ,the changing of petition',r. But in that law in cases of 
the constitution it is necessary thrut some emerger,cy approprialtion we could pass 
resolve shall be enacted in the mode of a law by a majorlty vote of both 
presenting it to the vo'ters in the next branches, and provide whrut emergency 
elecltion, in order Ithat they may vote on matters were. 
it; because this resolve has not only to It s,tr'kes me as wise legislation that 
pass ,this Legislature, bult has to be that provision should be enacted Into 
voted on by the people before the con- this law, and the proposers of 'this bill 
stitution can be amended. are perfectly willing it should go in. I 

And 'the last section beyond Section 17 shall offer it at the proper itime, and there 
provides a method of carrying that re- is one change in the law, which is merely 
solve into effeclt. So I say that Sections clerical, which I shall also suggeSit at the 
16 and 17 of Senate document 244 is the proper ltime. 
Initiative and Referendum. Now, in the fi'rst place, it seems to me 

Now withoult reading ~t over in detail thait .,lis is a perfectly safe provision 
I will simply explain what it means. It for us to pass here today, because we 
means simply tha!t the ini'tiative is to are not changing the com~tiltution of our 
inHiative. 'T'e'n per cent. of the voitel'S of State, or changing any existing laws In 
the State of Maine which is approximate- one res;)ect. We are simply passing an 
Iy 10,000 voters, petition Ithis Legislature Act which will allow ithe peopI-e at the 
asking us ito pass a law. We pass that next elEction Ito pass: upon ~his and say 



~76 LEGISLATIVE RE80RD -SENATE, MAHCH 22, 

whether they care for such a change or ,the people, In the first place, gentlemen, 
not. I will Itell you who ask for this legis la-

,Ye ar,,' not arbIitarily forcing that tion. It is not a small handful of people; 
upon them in any shape 0'1' manner, but it is not asked as class legislation; it 
leaving it Ito Ithem to say whether they comes here on the petitions of the 
want such a law or not; and I ask you, Federa,tion of Labor for the entire Sta e 
fellQw senators, if that is not a perfecUy of Maine-upon the endorsement of the 
fair proposition ait the outset on this Ci'.'ic League, and of the Grangers. 
referendum,-Ieaving it to them to say There has been presented ,to this Legisla
whether they will adoplt or reject it by a ture Ithis term petitions with the names 
majorilty vote of the people of this State. of lli,uW individuals of our State, asking 

Now this is not new legislation in the that we pass this law that Ithey may ,'ote 
United States. 'South Dako,ta has this upon ill. 
law today, and one or two other vVes,tern I ask you if tha,t is not a fair repre
Stat'es, and the commonwealth of Massa- sentation of thE' people of our Sta,te who 
chuseNs is today considering a bill drawn ask for this law. The only people op
upon the same lines. It is no innova- posed to this legislation are 'the great 
tion wi,th us, because there has not been cOl'jlOra,tions of this S'tate, and I am sur
legislation for a great many years in prised that after all the legislation ,that 
Maine but what we are constantly pass- has been granted to them during this 
ing bills with the referendum upon them, session of the Legisla,ture-and I think 

For example, the bill abOlishing the qui,te a little has been granted to them
common council of the cHy of Portland, ,that they should come in here and oppose 
pass,ed this Legislature with the referen- the common people in their endeavor Ito 
dum attached to it aHer a hot debate, in get equality with all men; and that is all 
which my friend from Portland cham- they ask, the right of suffrage. 
pioned Ithe cause of the people. 

ISO, it seems to me, it is nOlt an innova
tion in the Legisla,tUl'e of this State. The 
judiciary committee have this winter 
passed several Acts with the referen
dum alttached to them, leavi.ng it to a 
certain 10caliJty whether a certain Ac 
shall become a law or not; so I say it 
is not an innovation wilth us here. 

VI'hy, when greater New York adopted 
its chaI'ter, it was done under the refer
endum f,,'om the Legislalture, and it is a 
common thing for the legislivtures of 
many of the states. It is a perfectly 
safe proposition Ito leave a matter of this 
kind for the people ,to vote on. 

This law originally came from Switzer
land, where they have conducted their 
government under it for a grealt many 
generations, and in thalt country it has 
never been taken advantage of except in 
a few cases. In South Dakota, where 
Ithey have had the la,w for eight years, 
there have been only two cases where a 
maJtter has been referred to the people, 
and in some other staites it has been only 
rarely called for, And if it becomes a 
law in this stalte I have faith that it will 
not be used except in extreme cases. 

There has been and Ithere is today 
strong influences in the hall of this Leg
islatUire working against this measure of 

In the 101JlJies of this Legislruture and in 
we hotels this has b8'en styled every 
kind of legislation possible, although the 
same people have gone out of here with 
legislaltion thalt they ne,'er could have 
got if the referendum had been attached 
Ito it. I ask you, gentlemen, why they 
are opposed to it? Because they know 
Ithat a hundred bills we have passed in 
IUlis Legislature would never have stood 
the test had the bright light of day been 
turned upon them, and they had been 
compelled to be accountable to the peo
ple for such legislaltion. 

I ask you, fellow senato'rs, if you think 
the wild lands of this State would have 
been given away for a mess of pottage 
if you could have had the referendum 
to see what Ithe prices of those lands 
should have been? I ask you if the great 
wa,ter rights of this State would have 
been under the control of the Legisla
ture, and given away, if ,they could have 
been disposed of under the rE'ferendum? 
I ask you if the thousand and one bills, 
similar Ito the porcupine act, could have 
passed under a refelrendum. I ask you if 
many of the things we have voted for 
today-if we would not have been more 
careful if we thoughit the subject matter 
of them had got -to go before Ithe people? 

I do not wish to say that I impug'n any 
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senator's motives in oppasing legislatian. 
'Yhat has been dane in Ithe hurly-llurly of 
s~vift legisla1tion Ithis morning, \\'hen mat
ters came in here withaut reference to' a 
cam mit tee, and the Presidcnt up an ask
ing if any man in Ithe Legi~lature knew 
alJOui this or t~lat found u.s sitting here 
as dumll as anybady could be-yet we 
vated away samebody's rights as likely 
as nat. It is apathy on our part and nat 
intentianal wrO'ng, tha,t So' many af these 
ma:tters get thraugh this legislature. 

Now. as I say, it will make us mare 
ea utiolls. it ,,~ill make us more careful in 
what we are daing in maMers af this 
kind. 

And again, it wi" stril{e 'the greatest 
blow to the lobby that has ever been 
struck; and while I do not inlentionally 
mean theiTI any harm, I say that legis
laltion that goes thraugh her2 without 
being lobby-ridden is safer than legisla
'tion -that nas passed thtee branches of 
this Legislature. And that is why we 
find certain people who say they are not 
appearing here as lobbyists, but they 
haVE employed a new term,-"1 am ap
pearing here as a citizen." All Itbe im
pa!'tant lawyers have appeared here in 
this manner in thei'r privat'e, individual 
capacity-as citizens and not lobbyists,
a term which ariginated with Ithe emi
nent Judge Foster of Pc.!'tland; and it 
took so well the rest of the labby adopted 
it. 

Do you suppose 'the peaple's Tights on 
the insurance maHer would have been 
given a way Iten years ago uy the Legis
lature of the State if that had to bE re
ferred to' ,th" peaple? DO' you suppase 
they would have given away ,the dearest 
right ,ve have in lthis grand old State, 
which is Ithat af itrial by jury? and even 
the members who gave it away knew nat 
what they did, because Ithey have told me 
so, several of them,-some of the bright
est minds in this State. members of this 
Legislature, tell me they never knew 
Ithat the thing passed. Do you suppose 
that right would hav'e been given away 
if attached to' it was the referendum? 

In :\Iassachusetts Ithey are considering 
i.his very same act we have befare us. 
Gov. Douglas, who was elected in a Re
publican state by a big DemO'cratic ma
jarity in a year when a Republican had 
a right to' be elected-in a year in which 
almost everylthing went Republican-Gav. 

Dougle s. whO' poses as the friend of the 
common peaple, was elected, and this is 
\Vha t resays to' .the people of Massachu
,;eUs en the referendum: "It is a corn
man cIlmplaint 'that our legislatures are 
nat always l'esponsive Ito the people's 
will, and i,l wauld be quite within the 
principles of a Democratic gavernment 
that h:' convenient means the will of the 
]leo])le be made effective when legisla
Itive measures prove unsatisfactory. 
Such neasures have always been put to' 
,the te"t elsewhere with results uniform
ly gooc, and it is difficult to see what ob
jectian there can be to such granting of 
pawer over their legislrution. As the 
members af the Legislature are repre
sentative of the people they should not 
object if Itheir constituents be given the 
power to l'everse or approve their acts. 
I f the objection be made that 'the people 
cannO't be trusted, such an objection is a 
denial of the success of popular gaveI"Il'
ment, as shown by the history of town 
meNings far more than twa centuries." 

Now this is no innovation. This same 
pl'inci]:le has built up New England. 
This Eame principle has influenced 400 
towns in 'the State of Maine today. 

Yau, sirs, who do not live in the cities, 
but like myself live in a tawn where we 
ha,ve a municipal government and a 
boa,rd of selectmen, will admit the value 
of the New England tawn meeting. In 
'the town of which I am a citizen we have 
that o'd town meeting, which meets and 
continues far faur or five' days sometimes, 
and w" appropriate anywhere fram $150,
()()() ,to ~:200,OOO under this same gavernment 
tha t I am advacalting here. 

Any ten peaple of the State of Maine 
can campel the selectmen to' put an arti
cle in the warra,llIt, asking far an appro
prialtion or any other matter that they 
see fit, and the selectmen are obliged to 
do it. Thrut is a much lower per cent. 
,than this bill provides for, which is ten 
pen c~nt. of all the voters; while >the 
statutE' provides that 'ten voters can com
pel tho insertion of an a!'ticle in a war
rant f'Jr anything they desire, and it is 
compusory upon the selectmen to' insert 
such an article. 

Ther," is yaur initiative, such as we 
have in Ithis draft. When that matter 
comes up in a tawn meeting it is referred 
Ito the people by a popular vate, and the,re 



778 LEGISLATIVE RECORD-SENATE, MARCH 22. 

Is YDur referendum-and exactly as YDU 

have it In that bill. 

I knQw that Ithe peQple, whenever a 
constitultiQnal amendment Is prQPQsed are 
slO'W to' adO'pt Lt. I myself WQuid nQt 
jump In haphazwrd to' change Qur fO'rm 
Qf gQvernment if I did nQt deem it was 
wioo. Our fQrefathers rn framing that 
cO'nstitutiQn undQubtedly had exceptiQnal 
wisdQm, and in the framing Qf that Ithey 
drafted such a law as they thQught 
WQuid meet Ithe exigencies Df mQst any 
case; and fQreseeing that as 'time werut 
Qn, and as different cQnditiQns came up 
in the cQuntry it might be necessary to' 
change 0'1' mQdify thrut fQrm Df gQvern
ment in QUI' cQnstiitutiO'n, they prQvided 
what I shall read to' YDu:-"All PQwe.r is 
inherent in the peQple"-the gendal sena
tDr frDm KnDx is certainly familiar wilth 
that-"all free gDvernment is fDunded Dn 
Itheir auithDrity, and instituted fQr their 
benefit. They have, ,therefDre, an in
alienable and ind'efeasible right to' insti
tute gDvernment, and t.o alter, 'refDrm, 
Qr tQtally change ,the same when Itheir 
safety and happiness require it," 

SO' I say, in that Dne prDvisiDn they 
fQresaw that such changes as this might 
be necessary in the fulture, and provided 
fQr ilt. 

NDW we have made the most wDnder
ful strides in mDst every1hing since thalt 
CDnSLH~·.·on went intO' effeot. Why, the 
men whO' framed that cDnsltitutiDn cDuld 
nDt see the great develDpments thalt were 
cDming fDr this generaitiDn; Ithey eQuid 
nOlt see the wonderful develDpments Qf 
elootricity, 001' !the advancem/2nt to' be made 
in every element Df prDgress,-histDry, 
literature, scioence, a.rt, malteria medica
everylthing!-Qr the changes made in gDV
ernment in order to' meet 'thDse require
ments,. They cDuld nQt see Ithe Qrganiza
tiDll Qf milliQn dQllar cQrpQratiQns. They 
eQuid nQt see that in every Legislature 
there was to' be a lQbby ,thalt was to' CQn
trol legislatiQn in a gre3Jt many cases; 
and fQr that reason they CQuid nQt prQ
vide fDr the exigencies Qf the present 
time. These are new cQnditiQns which 
cDnfrQnlt us, Ithat it Is necesswry fDr us 
as a 'peQple, guarding and IQQking auter 
the rights Qf QUI' fellQw citizens-it is 
absDlutely necessary fDr us to' meet these 
new cDnditiQns and theQries. 

Gentlemen, we have all Df us read 
LawsQn's "Frenzied Finance·" and the 

denunciatiQns he has made Qf the dlffer
enlt cQrpQraJtiQns, and we bell eve them. 
And I say to' YQU if half Qf the accusa
tiO'ns made in thDse articles are true, Is 
it nQt necessa,ry to' have SQme form Qf 
gQvernment to' check and IthrQttle their 
variQus schemes? 

NQW ilt has been said to' me by a great 
many peQple thrQugh this Legislature 
and In Augusta this winter,-"WhQ is 
asking fQr this LegislaltiQn?" I have told 
who it was. lit is. the CQmmQn peQple Df 

the State Df Maine,-ilhe peQple who., 
when electiQn-day cQmes, we are all Df us 
glad ItO' see,-the peO'plE'l whO' hQld the des
tiny Qf this Strute W1t1J.in the hQllQW Qf 
their hands, and the peDple we have g01 
to' recDgnize. When 16,000 peDple ask to' 
have a matter submitted 'to' them, to' see 
whe,Uler they will pass it 0'1' nDt, and YQU 
subvert this Legislaiture and say them 
nay, we are disregar<ling the rights Qf 
the CDmmQn people whO' sent us here; 
because in the State Qf Maine we haY'e nO' 
aristD~racy-we have the CDmmQn peQple, 
and thDse are the ones we ShDUld legis
la,toe fQr, because the other class will care 
for themselves. 

This, genUemen, dDes nDt in any way 
prDvide thalt any prQvisiDn Df the cDnsti
tutiDn can be submitted to' the peO'ple. 
Jot only prQvides tha,t acts Df the Legis
laJtul'e shall be submitted ,to' the peDPle, 
and therefDre there is nO' danger Df the 
resubmissiDn Df the liquDr law to' the 
peQple under this prDvisiQn. 

We have gDt ItO' gO' a step' farther with 
anOither prDvisiDn fQr the resubmissiO'n Qf 
cDnstiitutiDnal questiDns to' them, SO' I 
say yQU are perfectly safe in adDpUng 
this maNer. 

NQW it seems ItO' me frQm what I have 
learned this win.ter in reg~rd to' these 
matters and peltitiDns that we have ar
rived ait the pOint in Qur histDry when it 
is necessary to' stDP and cDnsider, and 
take soundings, Dr else we may faslt drift 
upDn the shQals that Qther great repub
lics have drifted upDn when Ithey have 
nQt heeded the voice of the CDmmDn peo
ple. We may drifit where Russia is tQ
day in its disregard Df the CQmmQn peQ
pl'e Df Ithat natiDn. 

DO' YQU ndt think it is safe, fellDw sena
tQrs ItO' allDw the peDple to' say whether 
they shall have a law Dr nDt,~the CQm
mon people whO' wQrk, and whO' by the 
sweat Df their brDw get Itheir Qwn dally 
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bread; for I assure you that 'the humble 
day laborer who works with his hands 
has a soul within him, and is entitled to 
Ithe same privileges as the great captains 
of induStry, who have been the light 
and the wonder of 'the world. 

On the other hand, there has been no 
occupation or mechanical labor so exaot
ing thM does not emplo,y the exereise of 
appreciation, retle'ction, memory and 
judgment. 

On motion by Mr. Heselton of Kennebec, 
the Senate here took a recess until :J 
o'clock P. M. 

Afernoon Session. 
Wednesday, March 22, 1905. 

On motion by Mr. Olark of Hancock, 
bill "An Act to authorize the town of 
Castine, county of Hancock, to construct 
for itself, persons and corporations a sys
tem of water works 'Within said town," 
under suspension of the rules took its 
second readinli', and 'was passed to be en· 
grossed. 

Mr. Allen of York moved to reconsider 
the vote to adhere to its action On the 
Monterey bill, so called. The motion was 
lost, seven senators voting in oPPosition 
to the motion and five in favor thereof. 

The debate wi,th reference to 'the Re13er
endum was here resumed: 

Mr. POT,TER of Cumbe,rland: Mr. 
President, I lisltened wilth a great deal 
of in ve'rest this morning Ito the indict
ment of the Legislature by ,the senator 
from Hancock, but I do not feel it nec
essary Ito attempt a reply ,to his entire 
argument, or to take much of ,the tim'e of 
the Senate. 

vVhen 'the senator from Kennebec said 
yesterday thalt the negotiable instru
menls bill was the most important meas
ure before the Legislature he forgot tha:t 
this 'referendum scheme was coming up 
today. .. hat he said abouit the impor
tance of the negotiabl'e instruments bill 
is 'true of 'this resolve. It is far and 
away tl1e most important measure of the 
session. H proposes not only to amend 
the cons,utution of the StMe, but it pro
poses to do so in s'everal very funda
mental and important respects. 

It proposes, in 'the first place, to give 
to the people an absolulte veto on every 

iIlJ the session to abolish <the office of 
liquor commissioner. The committee of 
which ny fri'end from Kennebec is chair
man, proposed Ito abolish the office of 
State pJ"inter. It is reserved Ito the Sena
'tor from Hancock in the last Ithree or 
four da ys of the s,ession to abolish the 
functions of the Legislalture. 

Now, the referendum as applied rto spec
ial leghllatiO'll1 we are familiar with, and 
We are in favor of it. F'or instanee, my 
own Itown, the largest 'town in the State, 
,thinks it wants Ito become one of the 
smallest ci,ties of the State. A special act 
has beHn passed here giving Brunswick 
a city charter. It is <to have an oppor
tunilty 10 say whether ilt wants it or not. 
That is all 'right. That application of the 
docil:rinH of the referendum is familiar to 
us, but apply it Ito general legislation is 
a different propOSition, and for one I am 
opposed to it on general grounds. 

I do no,t think it necessary, as the sena
tor from Hancock thinks i't necessary, to 
chang'e our form of government, and go 
across the ocean to Ithe republic of 
Switzerland to find a modB!, or even to 
gO to the Democratic [governor of Massa
chuseltt:;. The prese,nlt method of making 
ithe la" s, which has been good enough 
for our fa'thers and forefaitHers for 125 
years, is good enough for us. I believe 
in the principle and in the practice of 
representative gov'ernment. I believe 
tha t a Legislature represeniUng all parts 
of 'the Stalte, and coming here ,to com
pare views, exchange information, giv'e 
hearings, and for arguing the thing pro 
and cOil-assuming that the Legislature 
is only an average body of men-I say 
'they an better qualified to make ,the laws 
of the Stat'e Ithan the people are, sepa
rated and sealttered in their homes. 

Now. I say on general grounds, without 
taking the time of 'the rSenate ,to develop 
,that proposirtion any further, that I pre
fer the old ito the present system. The 
burden is very Sltrongly on those who 
would pass it; senators, should be sa;tis
fied of the necessity of Ithe change before 
voting for ~t. 

act of .the Legislature not passed by a So much for the general grounds of 
two-thirds vote. It proposes, in 'the next opposition to ,the doctrine of the l'eferen
place, ItO give to the people the right Ito dum as applied to general legislation, but 
initiate legisla'tion, and to enact J.egisla- I have a special objection ~o this bill. 
IUon independently of the Legislature, It is Ithe objection which the senator 
and in spite of the Legislature. from I-:ennebec urged with greatt force 

The senator from Knox proposed early yesterday to the negotiable instruments 
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act. and I told the senator from Kenne
bec Ithat in my judgmenlt no man who had 
nolt sufficiently considel"'ed the negotiable 
instrumen ts act oughit to vo'le against it. 
What is .true of that is true of 'this. 

This is not a. proposition to tinker the 
statutes. I have sometimes thought we 
have done more of that ,this winter than 
we ought to haV'e' done-at a session fol
lowing a session revising the statutes! 
I have sometimes though,t we ought to 
have le~t the body of the statute some
what as it was two yea.rs ago. 

This is a proposition to change the con
s.titu,tion of tbe Sta~e. It comes here re
ported from Ithe' committee by an adverse 
vote of that committee, and 'the propo
sition is made to subsltitu,te the minority 
report three days before the Legis'lMure 
is to adjourn-on this bill which is be
fo're us, and which has been printed, and 

. which we have had an opportunity to 
consider how long?-not over four days, 
including 'Sunday. Thrut is the proposi
Ition which the senator from Hancock 
asks 'this body to adop,t, a proposition 
to make a new constitution, or chang'e 
the old one in fundamental respects. 

'l'he senrutor from, Kennebec suggested 
yeste'rday that possibly I could not pass 
an examination on the conltents of nego
tiable infltruments. I am afraid ,that is 
so. I doubrt if I could have stood a cross
examination on it; and I wonder how 
many members of the Senate are familiar 
with Ithis proposition-sufficiently familiar 
with H to Itry to make it a law. 

I noltice this morning on my desk an 
anonymous circular asking the Senate 
some questions about this. I should nolt 
consider thart an anonymous circular was 
worth answering if the senrutor from 
Hancock had not made it a part of his 
argument this. morning, and as underly
ing Ithis question. I propose to give my 
answer from my point of view, which 
may not be the point of view of any 
other senator here. 

This is the question proposed this morn
ing by the senator from Hancock,-Do 
you think it will be righlt to deny the 
people an oportunHy to decide for them
selves whether or not 'they shall have the 
referendum? The senator from Hancock 
says we are noll making this a law; we 
are simply moving 'this thing along so 
tha t the people can voite on it. 

Now, my a.n.swer is this, which, as I 

say, may nOit be the point of view of 
any other senator here. The conSititu
Ilion, providing for its own amendmenlt, 
says: ",Vhenever two-thirds of both 
Houses deem it necessa,ry," The mem
bers of the Legisl'Lture are nolt merely to 
pass 1he proposillOn along because they 
think correctly or mis,takenly that the 
people want to vole on it. ,Ye are here 
to express our own judgment. The pro
cess of consti'tutional amendment, Mr. 
President, should be slow. BeI[ween the 
cons,titultion of this Bta te and any change 
in it there ought to be the independent 
judgment of the Legislature and the in
dependent judgment of the people. We 
are ,to decide whether in our judgment 
the constitution of the State should be 
changed. I refuse for one Ito vote for any 
amendment to the consititution because of 
any real or supposed popular demand 
that the amendment be submitted rto the 
people. I deny Ithe proposi>tion that the 
people wa,nlt this amendmenrt. I deny the 
proposition of law that they ar'e entitled 
to it if ,they do wanlt it, unless the Legis~ 
lature ,thinks so. As I have said, whether 
we go slowly or rapidly in tinkering the 
statutes we ought to go slowly in chang
ing Ithe fundamental law of the State. 
If ithis referendum business is demand

ed it will come. The people are the 
source of power, and the people will 
change this constitution if they want it 
cha,nged when they get ready to change 
i,t. It is better that the change in the 
consti'tution should come slowly than 
,that there should be a mistake in it. It 
is better thalt we should eX'ercise our own 
independenlt judgment than that we 
should merely pass. the proposition along 
for popular approval or disapproval. 

I would consider with great care ithe 
popular view if I knew what the popular 
view was. Having done that I would de
cide on my own judgment whether to 
submit Ithe amendment to Ithe people or 
not. That is the method provided for in 
the constitution itself, and there is Ithe 
sounu reason of public policy bacl{ of it; 
and when Ithe Senate comes this after
noon to vote on thi" proposition I hope 
each senator will vote to expI'ess his Teal 
judgment upon it, and not in response to 
any popular demand which mayor may 
no,t exist. 

JUflt one ,thing further. Because this 
proposition is one Ito amend the const!-
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tution of the State H requires a two
thirds vo,te. lJt cannot pass thiA Senwte 
or the Hou5e without a two-thirds vote 
of each branch. I imagine, Mr. Presi
dent, withou't knowing much about it 
Ithait tnat rule may not apply to prelimi
nary votes; that is, to pass it 'to be en
grossed~that the majority may be suffi
cient for tha,t; bUlt when ilt comes to its 
final passage then the resolve requires 
a two-thirds vote. 

Now I hope and believe that it. will not 
be neeessary ,to invoke :tha,t rule. I hope 
and believe that a majority of this body 
will turn this new-fangled notion-be
cause it is a new-fangled notion in this 
part of ithe counltry·-down un til the 
necessity for it is furthE'r demonstrated. 

Mr. HESELTON of Kennebec; Mr. 
President, I must have made a different 
kind of speech yesterday than I antici
palled ,to have secured from my friend, 
the sem,tor from Cumberland, so many 
remarks in connecltion with the bill that 
is presented here today. 

He says, and I agree wHh him, that 
Ithis measure is !the most important meas
ure that is before the Legislalture at the 
present time. I do not know but it su
persedes and exceeds the importance of 
Ithe measure in regard to negotiable in
struments, but the difference between 
these Itwo measures is this: The other 
Ithat was before the Legislature, and 
which ,the committee, of which the sena
tor from Cumberland is one of Ithe most 
distinguished members, repoI1ted unani
mously in favor of yesterday~had no 
referendum attached to ilt. There was no 
opportunity for the people of {his State 
to say wheJthe'r that measure, which car
ried wi!th it the overturning of all busi
ness rela,uons of the State in respect to 
negotiable instrumenlts, should be looked 
into by the people, and by them, after 
consideraltiO'n, be accepted or rejected 
hut i,ts pra.ctical opera'tion was by one 
fell swoop of 'this Legislature to wipe out 
existing conditions. 

Now, this measure comes in a differ
ent guise, in a different form. lot says 
this,-if we present i,t to the people, th'e 
people who have delegated to us the 
power to come here and make laws
thrut people will consider it, and if they 
wish adopt it or reject H. 

I know of no better way to ascertain 

the wil of the people than to present the 
public measures ithat we pass here to 
thern, [1 nd afiter due discussion and delib
eration on Ithe stump and in the news
papers of ~.he State, ask them whether 
they v.','!nt Ithe measure or nOlt. It seems 
to ~e tha't l'epresents the true form of 
DemoClatic government. 

X,ow, Ithe senator from Cumberland 
Fays t"1ait the legislators coming here 
from all parts of the State are better 
qualifierl to legislate than 'the people 
scatter"d in various pants of the State. 
r 'thin>. that thalt Is an assumption of 
fact wllich is not borne out by the prin
ciples of our gover.nment. 

'Ye c: )me here ,to represent the people 
of our sections of the State. r am here 
as one of the representatives of the 
county of Kennebec; I am not here Ito set 
up my wisdom above the wisdom of ithe 
people; I am her'e simply to reflect if I 
can Ithe wishes of the people. If the laws 
tha,t r pass, or assist in passing, mre good 
laws r am willing for my constituents to 
say wI" ether they think they are good 
laws or bad laws. 

Now, that is all 'tbis referendum meas
ure carries with iit. Why, in 1879 we had 
an election which was called the cam
paign 'If education. lit was about the 
fin an cia I question that W'as then involved. 
'Ye WE nt out Ito the peopl'e, and we 
talked to the people upon that subject. 
'Ve did nOlt Ithink that they were so much 
inferior Ito us that they could not under
stand that subject, and that their judg
ment would not be 'the cor'rect judgment. 

Then, when the 'traiff question came up 
in our elections of a few years ago we 
went t efore the people again on the 
stump, and asked them to consider the 
comple" question of the 'tariff law; and 
when they had considered lot voted upon 
the question. 'Ve now believe that their 
judgme:1t W'as the b€st ,thrut could have 
been rendered alt thalt time, and it has 
since proved to be correct. 

Then later when the question of a gold 
s'tandard was 'raised we went before the 
people and talked to them abolllt that, 
and we asked them to give their votes 
and sustain the gold standard. They did 
so, and i,t has proven a successful meas
ure in Ithis country. And do we now 
want to say that our consUtuents were 
wise only in one way in selecting us to 

come hEre and make laws for them af-
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ter submiltting such ImpoIitant queSitions 
to them in the past and approving of 
Itheir wisdom expressed by their votes on 
these subjeClts? It seems ,to me tha,t is 
an absurd proposition. They want us to 
here enact measures becaus'e they have 
confidence in us, and should we not have 
the same confidence in Ithem, to say if 
these meaSUl"es are wise suppom them, if 
unwise rejeCit them by turning them 
back to them and letting ,them consider 
Ithem and vote upon them. 

As 'the senator from Hancock said this 
morning, meaSUl"es are coming in here 
every day of this Legislature about which 
none of us know anylthing; they a(fe 
creeping in here, and measures are being 
enacted that none of us will recognize 
when we read the volume that reports 
the laws of 1905 and I say it is wise ,to 
have an opportunity for the people as 
well as for ourselves Ito look over such 
work, Hnd if that work shows wisdom on 
our prurt I'et Ithem approve of it; if it is 
unwise let them do what they should to 
condemn it. 

Now, as It he senator from Cumberland 
says, this is a measure that reaches OUI\. 

to all the enactments of the Legislature. 
If Ithe senator from Hancock passes his 
amendment ,to ,this measure it does not 
reach out ,to all Legislature enactments; 
it reaches out to all measures excep,t 
those of appl'opria,tions and emergency. 
Is nOit ithat right, Mr. Senator? 

Mr. CLARK: It is true. 
Mr. HESE,L,TON: Then all the o,ther 

measures should go before the people 
and be considered by them. Why, gen
tlemen, as a matter of fact, Legislatures 
in the pas:t have done whrut?~they have 
surrendered franchises to individuals and 
corporaltion franchis'es to corporations. 
In my own city I can speak from pr.r
sonal experience; we surrendered to a 
few men the privilege of taking over a 
franchise which in the 'end when we (fe· 
claimed thalt propenty 'took more th&,'l 
$200,000 out of our community and tha,t 
too when the franchise of the property 
did not represent one dollar of invested 
oap~tal for 'the original incorporators. 
Now if 'the p'eople had had an OPPO(f
IlUinity Ito consider that franchise act 
when It had been passed here, inadvert
ently, without due consideraltion, wha,t 
do you Ithink?-would not they have pro
tected themselves? 

The senator from Cumberland Is aboUJt 
to take pam In a measure similar to that, 
and he cannot save the cilLlzens of his 
community from paying an exorbitant 
price for wha'L ,-for the franchise that 
was surrendered a few people-the righlt 
Ito deliver water ito the citizens of Bruns
wick, and the citizens of Brunswick will 
pay that price for a franchise that never 
cOs1t 'the promotors a cent, but which be
longed Ito the people; Ithe illustration 
migh/t be carr-ried on ad infinitum. 

We have a f'ew more franchises left in 
this IState which will be sought for by 
Individuals, and if we have this referen
dam measure 'the question of the sur
render of !those franchises could go be· 
fore the people and be considered and be 
decided by !them who are the parties most 
int'erested. 

Why, I say this is one of the best meas
ures, if not the moslt Important measure 
that has been presented 'to the Legisla
ture, because ilt gives the people a chance 
to return in a ceritaln way to the old 
open town meeting; and ithe town meet
ing of New Eltlgland, and the litille red 
schoolhouse of New England, dore the 
two fadtors 'that have made New Eng. 
land what it is. 

I had no desire to speak upon this ques
tion. It seemed 'to me it would address 
its'elf to the judgmenlt of the se'nators 
here wi'thout discussion; and I olIlly offer 
these few pOiruts' in ,the full belief that 
this is the best meaSUTe Ithat has been 
presented here this s'ession. I haV'8 
simply one more suggestion and then 1 
'am done. 

How will the senator from Cumberland 
ascentrun Ithe will of the people if 16,000 
petiltioners does not demonstrate to him 
th3Jt there Is a desire for this measure? 
How will he ascertain the people's wishes 
if he stifles tt here this proposed amend
ment? How will he find out whait the 
people want? How will he represent 'the 
good people of Cumberland county, If he 
does not give them a chance to express 
themselV'es alt the balloit box upon this 
measure? If he can answer me I would 
like to have him do so. If we can sub
mi't to the people, with confidence in their 
judgment, such complex questions as 
Ithose of finance and tariff; can we dou1::Jt 
their ability to comprehend and decide 
aright this question? This is the only 
question really involved .today, whether 
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we are willing the people should decide for reco!rnition. It is a f.act 'that we 
whether they will receive the acts of the cannot ,;ai!llsay that 'the corporaltions of 
Legisl'ature or not. If after discussion this country have taken control of ilt, 
and refledtion a majority of our voters and thar; the common cItizen is beginnl'l1!g 
say they do wish for the right I believe to feel Ithalt he has no rights which the 
we take no chances in giving to them corporation is bound ,to respect. 
that privilege. Give them the right to pass upon aU 

Mr. STAPL,EIS of Knox: Mr. Presi<len,t. great rr,easures, and you will pass the 
I agree with the senaltor from Cumber- responsi ~ili'ty upon !the common man to 
land, with 'the senator from Hancock, make good his ci'tizenship, and ~t will 
and also wilth the senator from Kenne- make him feel that he is a Itrue Ameri
bec, that Ithis Is one of the most Im- can, 
portant measures that has been before I am in favor of the referendum be
this Legislruture. And I could not help cause i1 gives to the people the right 
thinking of the words which express' my to step on the great corporaltions,. There
feelings alt this time,~the words of John fore giye ,them 'the right; put the re
Adams. "Sink or swim, live or die, sur- sponsibi ilty upon them, and I tell you we 
vive or perish, I give my heart and my shall never regret it. 'We caJl trust rthe 
hand to this measure!" That was for the common people in this matter. If we 
Declaration of Independence, and in those have th" referendum we shall have it in 
same burning word .. I may state I am for 400 'towns in ,the State of Maine. "Ve ai
the referendum, because it represeJl1!ts ways have had i,t in most matters, and it 
the voice of the people of !this country. is the b"st element in the American form 

I cannot but heed the views of 16,000 of govel'nment today. Without ,the peo
petitioners as they come up here from pIe's vo ae ItO settle these matters I tell 
the different walks .of life. Th'ey are not you we would soon drift into anarchy. 
alone of the Fede,ration of Labor or the On this .the people must be heard. 
Civic League, bUit of the sterling element Sixte'en thousand petitioners have come 
of th'e St'ate of Maine, which demands at here asUng us' Ito give them the referen
our hands simply the righit Ito vote upon dum. "'e can Itrust 'them to vote UPOIT It 
all public measures that interest them on all measures, wisely, and they will 
and interest us. feel a nspoEs,ibility they do not feel at 

The same spirit should be kept alive 
/that gave us' the viatory alt Yorktown 
and ,at Bunker Hill. It is the spirit which 
imbues the common people ,that makes 
this government so great and glorious. 
Tha,t same spiri't animating the his'tory 
of the late rebellion gave us the victory 
a.nd placed our flag high upon the ram
pants. It was that spirit which we in
heri,ted froUl our forefathers, tha.t has 
been handed down ,through the genera
tions, which gave us what the people 
said we should haV'e-liberty in this land 
of ours. And it will be a sorry day for 
us when we stifle thalt paltriotism Which 
took hold of ,this' people way back in '76, 
anw which wa,s again so beautified and 
glorified illl Ithe days of '61. 

Let us' keep alive that glad spirit of 
the people, because it was their blood 
which has given us ,this grand libenty, 
and made it possible for us to be here in 
a free country like this today. 

I cannot but believe that the 16,000 peo
pl~ from the different sections of 'the 
State should be heeded. They are asking 

the preE'ent time. 
There is some'thing more to it. The 

Legislature will be more careful wha,t 
bills they pasH when 'they know the peo
ple haw a right to vote upon that legis-
lation. • 

And it will do another thing, which Is a 
mogt p(,rnicious Ithing, and which has 
surroUinded this Legislruture and every 
OIther fo ~ the last fifteen years-it will do 
away with the lobby that comes he!'e and 
underta],es to con'trol 'the legislaJtion of 
the State. They will have to go home 
and sta,:y Ithere, because legislators will 
be careful what kind of votes they cast, 
because they know 'that then it will be 
referred to the people. 

Let us !'efer it Ito the people; that is all 
we ask for in this case! 16,000 people have 
come hE!'e voluntarily asking as Ameri
can citizel1is that Ithey shall have Ithe 
right te pass upon the legislaiti.on we 
have in this State; and I hope, Mr. Presi
dent, that Ithe voice of, 'the people will be 
heard, aad if we accomplish that we shall 
have dO:1e our duty 'to them. 
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Mr. ALLEN of York: Mr. President, I 
did n'Ot think 'Of saying a word on this 
subject mwbter until late, but I want to 
say at the DUlts6t that if there has been 
one u •• ' that has been before the Legis
lature which I have studied more than 
an()ther ilt is this Senate documenlt 244. 

I ha \'e studied it carefully wi,th a view 
of thinking out in my mind the effect if 
this iJlll was passed and finally became a 
law. 'When I began to inquire as to Ithe 
source of the bill, as to wh<lther any 
grewt number 'Of people from my sec· 
tion 0 E the State were desirous of legis. 
la tion in this direction, I failed to find 
any demand from my secltion. 

Now, if the gentlemen who have pre
ceded me in favor of ,the minority report 
make special reference Ito the claim of 
16,000 in fa VOl' of this bl .. by peUtions, I 
would say that I think something like 
60,000 were in evidence favoring the re
submission bill, which is a constitutional 
amendment; and yet this Legislwture and 
,the previous Legislature declined to grant 
resubmission, because there was no de .. 
mand for it. This Legislature and pre
vious Legislaltures have always granted 
the passage of bills when the public have 
demanded ~t, a,nd the refer'endum wlll 
probably be no exceIYtioin. In the bill 
before us, becaus'e it is a change 'Of fun
damental law I do not ,think there is any 
popular demand for it at this time; arid 
that is my position in opposing rthe bill. 

Mr. HESELTON: I would like to ask 
Ithe Senator from York if. he meant whalt 
he said, that Ithere were 60,000 men who 
asked for the resbbmissiOin of the pro
hibito'ry law? 

Mr. ALLEN: I think I am right. 
Mr. HESELTON: I think the Senator 

refers to' an argument made in the House 
Ithat 60,000 democrats had voted on one 
side 'Of the questiDn. 

Mr. STAPLES or Knox: J wish there 
were 60,000, bUit I guess there Vls're not 
quite tha!t. 

Mr. MILLS of Hancock: Mr, President 
a,nd Senat()rs', I am fully aware that fl 

very able discussio,n has already beet, 
made, and I am just as well aware that 
I cannDt from my knowledge add any
thing more to whwt has been said in the 
line 'Of legal arguments or logical debate; 
but ithe fac't ithat only 16,000 people have 
asked for this reDerendum is somewhat 
of a misrepresentation. 

Sixteen thDusand have sigued the 
peU tions, asking for this resolve 
to go through this Legislature. 
Those petiltions represent 25,0{)O mem
bers of Ithe Civic Leagne of this 
State, and the charaClter and quality of 
the men who make up the Civic League 
is not open to question; and I am sure 
the members of this Senate wili attr!
bUlle enough to' the judgment and dis· 
cretion of those men to know what they 
are asking for. 25,000 Grangers are rep
resented on these peltitions. TO' be sure 
not all that number have signed the pa
pers, but the number of endorsrnents 
coming from the different Grrunges repre
sent fully 25,000 members of thalt noMe 
organizaltiDn. Or rather,-50,OOO Grangers 
is the correct number, and 25,000 members 
of the Federati'On of Labor; making in 
all 100,000 men-l00,000 people who favor 
and have petition,ed for Ithis resolve to 
go thr'Ough this Legislature. 

There is just one point more Ithat I 
want to' bring to your attention. It has 
been set oult here that it is lalte in the 
session; tha;t we hav'e only had four 
days to' consider this proposition. 

Why, it appeaonl to me, fellow Senators, 
Ithat it has been under consideration ever 
since 'this Legislature conV'ened here. It 
seems to me it has been a question which 
has been agitated more strenuously than 
any other matlter. 

Funthermore a principle is involved in 
this quesltion, and when any question 
comes up in which a principle is involv'ed 
it does not require very much considera
tion on my part to decide which way my 
vote shall go, provided Ithe principle is 
as clean-cut and well-defined as it is here. 
The principle is whether or not we shall 
Itake one step more in the Jine of demo
cratic form of government. 

In the past every war which we have 
foughlt, every d'rop of blood which has 
been shed, and every act which we have 
done as a Government, has simply ta,ken 
us 'One step nearer Ito the consummation 
of Ithe perfect democracy, and this Is 
right in line with our best histDry; this 
is right in line with all the impontant 
actioln we have taken in !the past as a 
nation :-and ilt seems to me, Mr. Presi
dent, tha,1(. the measure ought to pass 
this Senalte at this time, and I Itrust it 
will prevail. 

The question being put, the Yeas and 
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Nays 'were called for and ordered, and the 
vote being had on the motion to substitute 
the minority report for the majority reo 
port, resulttd as follows: Those voting 
Yea were Messrs. Bailey, Brow'll. Clark, 
Curtis, Heselton, Mills, 'Morse, Owen, Phi
loon, Staples, Sturgis, Tartre (13). Thos') 
voting Nay were Mes!=;rs. Allen, Ayer, 
BartJ('tt, Furbish. Irving, Knowlton. 
Plummer, Potter, Shackford, Simpson. 
Stetson (11). The following pair was an
nounced-Pike 'With Gardner. 

<;0 the motion prevailed, and the minori
ty report was substituted for the major
ity. The bill then took its first reading, 
and on motion by Mr. Clark of Hancock, 
took its second reading under suspension 
of the rules, and was passed to be en
grossed. 

Mr. Fierce for the committee on legal 
affmrs, on bill "An Act to abolish the of
fice of public printer," reported that the 
special committee on State printing, hav
ing reported fully upon the suhject mat
ter of the ",boye entitled act, no actioI> 
is necessary by this committee. Report 
accepted. 

The joint standing committee on legal 
affairs submitted its final report, which 
was accepted. 

The President appointed on the part of 
the Senate as conferees on the resolve re
lating to the Insane hospital-Messrs. 
MorsE', Pike and Brawn. 

On motion by Mr. Heselton of Kennebec, 
House nocument 521, being bill to abolish 
the common council of Augusta, was tak
en from the table; and on further motion 

. by the same senator House amendment A 
was adopted in concurrence. On his fur
ther motion the rules were suspended, 
and the bill took its second reading and 
was passed to be engrossed. 

On motion by Mr. Sturgis of Cumber
land, House document 41R, "Resolve to 
amend Chapter 191 of the Resolves of 
lR9~, relating to industrial exhibits," was 
taken from the table. IMr. Morse of Wal
do, moved suspension of the rules, and 
that the Resolve take its second r"ading 
at the present time. 

Mr. STAPLES of Knox: Mr. Presi
dent, My experience with appropria
tions for industrial matters has; been 
such that t feel not in favor of making 
an appropriation for any industrial 
matter. Two years ago when we 
made an appropriation of $40,000 for 
the St. Louis Exposition, what did it 
amount to? We appropriate' a great 
deal of nl0ney here, and it seems to me 
a waste of money to appropriate on 
this matter $1500, and I hope the mat
ter will be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. MORSE of Waldo: Mr. Presi
dent and Gentlemen of the Senate, I 
suppOf!!e it is very plain to the mem
bers of this Senate why the Senator 
from Knox should oppose a measu're of 
this kind.. Some of thes'e appropria-

tions aanounting to hundreds of thou
sands of dollars he does not object to, 
but if an appropriation carries $200 he 
sees' it with magnified VISIOn. The 
facts are simply these: This resolve is 
to increase the stipend of the Maine 
State Agricultrura.l Society, one of the 
grandest industrial mstitutions' in the 
State of Maine, and perhaps one of the 
oldest. There is no citizen of Maine 
that dof's not take some pride in the 
Maine State Pair. We have re
ceiven. an annual stipend in years past 
of $1000. The Maine State l!~air is 
froTn $2200 to $3000 in debt. As you 
will t'E'member the Central Maine Fair 
,vas dOWll here and they have ta.ken 
$4000 to Waterville, and I am in fayor 
of it. It is money to be tal;:en out of 
the treasury of the State of Maine, 
and to be paid back to the farming in
dustries of the whole State. It is to 
foster and· encourage those industries 
that this money is appropriated. This 
matter has for one reason and another, 
on personal grounds, been hung up in 
the House. One gentleman thought 
the trustees 'll"ere getting too much 
pay. Another man had some presonal 
interest, and he said he had a chance 
to knife it, and he wasn't going to let 
that chance: gO by. So that both this 
res'olYe and the Central Maine Fair re
solve were delayed, but have moved 
;t!ong almost unanimously in the 
House, and come through without a 
scratch. and they stand today ~.s 

originally proposed. I suggest that 
we have fooled with these matters 
enough. This is a matter that ap
peals directly to you, and it appeals to 
every farming industry in the State of 
l\ifaine; and shall 'we bicker over this 
matter in thE' last days of the session. 
I do not thin'k we should. Mr. Presi
dent, I hope the Senator will withdraw 
his pretensions. 

Mr. STAPLES: No. 
'1>.fr. MORSE: We will see. 
Mr. STAPLES: Mr. President, I am 

not visionary as to thes'e appropria
tions. The people are not visionarY, 
either. I deny that this $1500 is going 
to bene,~'lt the agricultural interests of 
this State. I insist that it will help 
the officers of that association who are 
taking it out of the people without any 
just return. I have not opposed mat-
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ters here which I believed for the in
terests of the people. I was not vis
ionary when I opposed the appropria
tion of $40,000, and if my eyesight is 
good today the only thing I saw that 
went out there was a log cabin for the 
$40,000. 'l'his $1500 is not demanded by 
the farmers of this State. It comes 
with bad grace from the Senator from 
·Wald·) to say that I am inconsistent 
when I vote for the $120,;;00 for the in
stitution at Bangor, whieh the people 
are c!f;moring for, and whieh the suf
fering of our State demandS'. I am 
not visionary when I vote for the new 
wing at the Bangor hospital, or against 
the damp cells of the gunpc.wder re
cpptacle across the river. I 8m in fa
vor of appropriations for legitimate 
purposes. So long as' I have been in 
this State I have never raised my 
voice against the agricultural interests 
of the State or for humanity and so 
long as' I am able to open my mouth I 
never will. 

Mr. MORSE of vValdo: Mr. Presi
dent, I am glad to hear from the Sena
tor from Knox, and I am 'llso pleased 
to know that he has no fear of gun
powder; but I do not notice any 
Grand Army button. I think, per
haps. at the time when they wanted 
men, the gentleman was perhaps ap
plying- himself to the law instead of 
the musket. I like to hear men ta-lk 
that wav. first rate! It does not ap
ply to the question today. Here is an 
institution giving the granilest exhibi
tion in the State unable to receive 
from the entrance money a sufficient 
sum to meet expenditures and pay 
their premiums. I am one of the 
trustees, and have been for several 
years, and consequently I feel th?t I 
can speak with some J,nowledge of the 
matter. 'l'his fair has been running 
for nearly forty years, and has never 
raised its en trance fee of fifty ceIl ts. 
Everybody receives just consideration 
there, and everybody reec"ives their 
premiums if they can receive gate 
nloney enough to pay them. The 
patrons of the fair have been so wel! 
satisfied with the conduct of the 
ofticers of the fair that they have not 
even murmured because they were un
able to pay their premiums on account 
of rainy days. In 1901 we could not 

pay our premiums. We did not pay 
them in 1902. "\Ve made money enough 
so that we paid them in part, as we 
did in 1902. In 1903 we paid our pre
miums and $2000 on the debt. In 1904 
it rained, and we went in debt $2000, 
so we stand precisely where we stood 
before. The trustees' receiYe $200 a 
year. There is no secret about it. One 
lives in Washington county. I live in 
Waldo county. Another in Cumber
land or York. And these men meet 
month after month every month in the 
year, for their meetings, at an ex
penditure of considerable time in 
travel. Ilf the amount is too much, 
I hOjJe the gentlem.lin will introduce an 
amendment to cut it down. 

Mr. Morse of Waldo, moved that th" 
Hesolve be indefinitely postponed, and 
called for the yeas and nays. The same 
were ordered, and the vote being had, 
resulted as follows: Those voting Yea 
were-Messrs. Pike, Staples, Stetson (3). 
'1'h08e voting Nay were-Messrs. Ayer, 
Bailey, Bartlett, Brown, Clark, Curtis, 
Purbish, Heselton, Irving. Knowlton, 
Morse, Philo on. Plummer, Potter, Simp
son, Sturgis, '1'artre (17). 

So t.he motion to indefinitely postpone 
was lost, and on motion by Mr. Morse the 
resolve took its second reading under 
sl1spAnsion of the rules and was passed 
to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Clark of Hancock, 
Senate document 198, bill relating to sal
aries of judges of probate of the variou .. 
counties was taken from the table. On 
motion by Mr. Stetson of Penobscot, Sen
ate amf'ndment A was adopted and th .. 
bill as amended was passed to be en
grossed. 

On motion by Mr. Morse of "Valdo. th" 
Resolve in relation to Widows Island was 
taken from the table, the epnding ques· 
tion being upon the motion of that sen 
ator that the Resolve be indefinitely post
poneil. Senator Morse withdrew his mo
tion, and on motion by Mr. Sturgis of 
Cumberland. under suspension of th .. 
rules. the bill took its second reading. 

The Resolve was amended by prefixing 
the following title-"Hesolve in favor of 
,Vidows IsI,md," and as amended the 
resolve was passed to be engrossed. 

Mr. Gardner of Penobscot, presented 
ResolYe in favor of clerk hire for the 
committee on taxation, and the same wa" 
referred to the committee on appropria
tions and financial affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Plummer of Andros
coggin, House bill 432, relating to appor
tioning of expenses of bridges between 
towns. was taken from the table. On fur
ther motion by the same senator the vote 
whereby the bill 'Was passed to be en
grossed was reconsidered, and on the 
same senator's motion Senate amendment 
A was adopted, and the bill as amended 
was passed to be engrossed. 

On motion by Mr. Sturgis of Cumber
land, bill "An Act relating to the protec-
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tion of d('er in Kennebec, Knox. 'Valdo 
and Lincoln counties," was taken from 
the table. On further motion by the same 
senator the Senate non-concurred in the 
amendment offered by the House, ana 
Senate amendment A, amending the title 
of the bill, was adopted, and the bill as 
amended WIlS passed to be engrossed. 

An Act relating to the compensation of 
registers of probate came from the House. 
House amendments A and E adopted by 
that branch. The amendments were 
adopted in concu::-rence, and the bill as 
amended 'Was passed to be engrossed. 

An Act relating to the compensation of 
registers of deeds canle from the. House 
with House amendment A adopted III that 
branch. 

Mr. Staples of Knox moyed that the 
Senate concur with the House in tho 
adoption of the amendment. 

Mr STAPLES of Knox: Mr. Presi
dent: I am somewhat surprised that 
the recommendation of the majority of 
the delegation was n;)t accepted. TIB 
office o'f the Register of Deeds of our 
county is now, by tha.t aITendment put 
at $1000. It is an important office; an'l 
i,f the Senators will look over the State 
you will find it is not in proportion to 
ether salaries of the regi~ters of d",eGs 
n the State. The register of deeds re
quires an assistant to prop,"rly perform 
his duties. All deeds have to be com
pared. The volume of bUfiness is very 
large. It takes the Whole time of the 
'register for the year. He can do no 
othe'r business. He cannot get a clerk 
for less than $21)0 Or $300 3. year who is 
capable to do the wO'i'k required. With 
his salarv at $1000 derlc hire to th'3 
amount ~f $300 Wlas not too much. We 
give that to the Clerk of Coarts, and 
that amount is accepted by the com
mittee on salaries, and certainly the 
registe'r of deeds in Knox county 
should have as much pay a's the clerk 
of courts of that county. 

There is another ra,;t a bout it. 'Ehe 
registEr of deeds has l'('ceived from the 
office at least from $1,300 tc $1,400, and 
this 3}ction cuts him down still more. 
You cannot get a competf.nt man who 
will give his whole time for a salary of 
$1,000 if t1'>.e amendment prevails. I 
only ask for what is right 
as compared with other coun-
ties. When you take into con
sideration the amount of work to be 
performed you will agree with me that 
it takes the register of deeds all the 
time, and he needs a clerk more than 
any other officer of the county for th", 

purposE of comparison od' deeds which 
are required, and the com1poaJrison oj! 
copies. It is a matter o~ no personal 
interest to me, but in the volume of 
busilH~S5 in the county I think that this 
amendnent is unfair to the register of 
deeds of Knox county. 

Mr. !"',TE'ESON: Mr. Presicrent, Iwas 
on the committee on salaries, and it 
was thp custom, at the r(·quest of that 
committee, for the several delegations 
to furnish that committee a written re
po-rt of what they considered in their 
judgment were fai,. and equitable 
salaries for the various cffices od' their 
countie,;. 

In lh'e matter of Knox county there 
was a diYision of opinion as to what 
should be the compeisation for the 
various oftlees, and we had no report ai) 
a whole from that COU;lty. vVe had a 
personal report from some of the mem
bers, ~.s the county is politically 
divided 

\Ve had a hearing in the matter of 
the re"i,ster of de8ds, and severa,] 
gentlerlien appeared from that county, 
anu as you will see in the re.port the 
special ,)ommittees paid out in 1903 $206 
for clerk hire. Most of the registe'rs O'f 
deC'ds .n th", State have had their 
salaries increased by you,' committee, 
the special committee on salaries feel
ing that justice had not been done to 
particu: ar individuals. 

We recognize the :rnpornance at all 
times of having a c1erJ: in the office of 
the register of deeds. We felt justified 
in giving him $1,000 for his o-wn per
sonal c)l11pensation, which is about as 
low as any register of decods, and as he 
has p2id out $206 for ejerk hire we 
th0,ughr $300 for clerk hire was not an 
unreasc'nable amount. 

The ,enate non-concurred with th" 
House h the adoption of the amendment. 

An Act relating to the location and as
sessment of damages for property taken 
for public uses, taken from the table on 
motion by Mr. Clark of Hancock. and ta
bled by him and reassigned for tomorrow 
for connideration. 

On motion by Mr. Staples of Knox, bill 
"An Ac': to amend Section 73 of Chapter 10 
of the Ilevised Statutes, in relation to the 
collectic n of taxes, was assigned for con
sideration tomorrow. 

On motion by Mr. Staples of Knox, 
House document Hl, "An Act to amend 
SE'ction 73, Chapter 10, of the Revised 
StatuteB, in relation to the collection of 
taxes," was taken from the table, and on 
his further motion House amendment A 
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was adopted. and the bill took its .seconel 
reading under suspension of the rules 
and was passed to be engrossed. 

On motion by Mr. Tartre of York, bill 
in reference to the Pepperell Manufactur
ing Company was assigned for tOIT10rro,\y 
morning for consideration. 

On motion by Mr. Allen of York, bill 
"An Act to incorporate the Fall Brook 
Danl and Improvement CODlpany," to
gether with the report of the committee 
on jndiciary "ought not to pass," was tak
pn [rom the table. On further motion by 
the same senator the bill was s'lbsrituted 
for the report. On his further motion Sen
'lte amendment A was adopted, the bill 
tool, its first reading:, and under suspen· 
sion of the rules took its second reading 
anel 'was passed to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Brown of Kennebec, 
the Senate adjourned to meet on Thurs
day, March 23, 1905, at 10 o'clo<:!k in the 
forenoon. 


