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SENATE.

Thursday, March 16, 1905.

Senate called to order by the Presi-
dent.

Frayer by
Hallowell.

The Journal of yesterday read and
approved.

Papers from the House disposed of
in concurrence.

Bill, “An act to amend section 22 of
chapter 6 of the Revised Statutes re-
lating to the regulation and conduct of
elections,” came from the House, re-
port of committee on judiciary ‘“‘ought
10 pass,” accepted by that branch. On
motion of Mr. Gardner of Penobscot
the bill and accompanying report were
tabled.

Bill, “An act in relation to the South
Paris Village Corporation, and to es-
tablish a system of municipal light-
ing,” came from the House accom-
panied by two reports from the com-
mittee on legal affairs, as follows: Ma-
jority report that the same ‘“ought not
to pass,” signed Staples, Baxter, Mills,
Reed, Tracy and Weatherbee; minority
report “ought to pass’ signed DPierce,
Oakes, Holmes and Gray.

In the House the minority report was
substituted for the majority, and in
that branch the bill took its several
readings, and was passed to be en-
grossed.

Mr. Pierce of Aroostook moved that
the Senate concur with the House in
substituting the minority report for
the majority report.

Mr. CLARX of Hancock: Mr. Presi-
dent, before this matter hasg been fin-

lev. Mr. Plummer of

ally settled T would like to say one
word in regard to it. It has been the
policy of this Tegislature, and es-

pecially so this winter, to be more or
less governed by majority reports. I
think perhavs that is a fairly good
policy to pursue in most cases, unless
since the report—or even before it—
we have some peculiar knowledge that
the committe Lhias not.

Now in this matter, this committee
have gone over this and undoubtedly
weighed it very carefully, and heard
the testimony both pro and con, and in
a majority report decided that the
same ‘“‘ought not to pass.” The facts

as they appeared two years ago before
the committee, and which same facts,
I understand, appeared this year, are
substan:ially as follows:

The Oxford Light & Water Company,
which i3 composed of Governor Hill,
Mr. Ma:zomber of this city, and Mr.
Sheppard of Rockland, and some other
gentlemz=n, bought this plant up there
of the "Wallace Brothers some few
years ago, and established this light-
ing plant up there, together with a
street railroad line, which they con-
solidated with this plant. They paid
somethiag like $135,000 for this prop-
erty, and bonded it for approximately
385,000, iind floated those bonds as all
bonds are floated upon the market.

Shortly after that they made several
improvements in the plant, and certain
individuals in the town of South Paris
bought 1 small water power upon one

of those rivers in the town—a  very
small power—and paid $1,000 for it.
After they purchased this power, and

had it upon their hands, they did not
know what to do with it, and so pro-
poserl selling it to the town and let
the town establish a municipal light-
ing plart upon this power. They then
applied to the Legislature for author-
ity for the town to construct a lighting
plant of its own.

Now, it has been the well settled
policy of this Legislature for all times,
I believ2, that when we give a cor-
poration or person the right to estab-
lish a lighting or water plant, or any
other public corporation a franchise or
charter, that they have vested rights
in that charter which we shall protect
at all times; and the only time we
shall not protect them is when they do
not serve the public, and do not come
up to the standard of satisfactory pub-
lic service that a corporation should;
and it is an implied contract upon our

part thiat so long as you serve the
public fairly and faithfully you shall
have that franchise unmolested.

But ir a great many cases I have

known where the public have not heen
faithfully served; for instance, as be-
fore the judiciary committee this win-
ter, whizh reports a bill this morning
of the (lastine Water Company that
has a caarter which has not served
the public as it should, but we are giv-
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ing the town a new charter with the
express provision that the old com-
pany have two years in which to com-
plete its work, thus implying and
showing that we will protect them
from encroachment by new companies
at all times.

In this case there was some evidence
that there is some defect in this plant,
that it was not lighting the way it
should be. Since that hearing two
yvears ago the Oxford Light & Power
Co. has expended abhout $14,000 upon
its plant to complete it, and today in
addition to the investment they have,
they have $14,000 on which individuals
have endorsed notes for the company
in order to complete those works,

The people who apply for this char-
ter ctaim that the town of South Paris
could light its own streets cheaper
than it could by buying electricity of
the Oxford Light & Power Co. The
Legislature was satisfied two Yyears
ago these were not the true facts, be-
cause they were relying expressly
upon their water power, and in no way
upon steam, to light those streets, and
it was proven to the committee that
there was not a lighting plant in the
State of Maine which relied wholly
upon water power to generate electric-
ity for its plant, but would have to put
in an auxiliary plant, and it would
cost double and treble to light the
streets of South Paris.

Now, in addition to that the Oxford
Light & Power Co. came in and said
to these people, “We will meet vyou
fairly on any equitable grounds in this
matter. We will appoint a commis-
sion to arbitrate this thing, and they
may say what the fair thing to do is.
We will sell this plant to you for what
it cost, and have a commission ap-
pointed to say what the price shall be
here, and that commission may be ap-
pointed by the chairman of the com-
mittee on legal affairs.”

That proposition was made two
vears ago, and I understand the same
was made this vear. They also offered
to sell the plant and take a half inter-
egt in it, or in any way to meet these
people on equitable terms; and I say
that when they are ready to meet on
terms of that kind it is our duty to
protect vested rights in all cases, for if

we do not it will invalidate these bonds
entirely.

Mr. STAPLES of Knox: Mr. President:

As a member of the Committee that
signed the majority report, I feel that it
is my duty to state a few facts in connec-
tion with this matter. I have ever been
in favor of municipal ownership, upon
general principles, and 1 am today, when
the rights of parties already in control
can be protected. I understand it is the
settled policy of this State that where a
corporation has entered in, like an elec-
tric light plant, or a water company, and
is expending large sums of money in pur-
chasing that plant that this Legislature
has never permitted another company to
go in unless that new company is willing
to assume part of the responsibility of
paying a certain proportion of what the
0ld plant cost in the territory designed
to be occupied. This matter was thor-
oughly investigated two years ago be-
fore the Legal Affairs committee, and at
the hearing at this session of the legis-
lature. The Oxford Company have been
in there and expended $120,000. They
undertook to generate their electricity by
water power. They found that was not
sufficient. The village of South Paris
found fault that the light was insufficient,
and within the last year the Oxford Light
Company has expended 820,000, for a
steam plant which, in the {future, will
light South Paris all that is needed, and
all that will be required. Furthermore,
to be fair upon this Oxford Company, it
has offered to sell to the South Paris cor-
poration its rights, in South Paris cor-
poration; and if they cannot agree upon
a price, to leave it to arbitrators—offered
to leave it to the committea on Legal
Affairs. Now, Capital is timid. If you
are going to say that, if a corporation
goes into a city or village, and expends &
hundred thousand dollars in an untried
experiment as it was with them, there—
it never has been very remunerative—if
yon are going to say to them that another
company shall go in there, after the
honds of the Oxford Company have been
scattered and is in the hands of innocent
holders—if you do that, these bonds can-
not be worth, at par, what those men
have paid for them. Capital, I say, is
timid. If you are going to proecced 'with
that policy in this State, you might as
well say to new electric light plants, or
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anv plants of that kind, keep out. 1
recollect the first year I was in this
Senate, we tried to get municipal owner-
ship in the town of Camden. Some of you
herc mdy recollect that, but we never
thought of asking for a charter for the
town of Tamden unless we made pro-
visions to pay the Rockland Water Com-
pany that proportion of the expense that
they had boen to in that part of the ter-
ritory. The Oxford Company is willing to
arbitrate, if they ecannot agree upon a
price, to sell them that portion of the ter-
ritory, or the rights they want; and if
they cannot agree, to leave it to arbitra-
tion. There can be nothing fairer; and
the bondholders have some rights. If I
purchase bonds of a company in good
faith, which has expended a hundred
thousand doellars, are you going to give
another man a right to come in and say:
“We do not care what you have done, we
will put in a plant.” I have a right to
assume that you will protect me when I
have invested money in those bonds, in
good faith; and for that reason, Mr.
President, [ hope the minority report wiil
not be accepted.

Mr. PHILOON of Andrcscoggin: Mr.
President: When I dlearn of any
municipality that can uuite its senti-
ment on the motive of municipal own-
ership, in their eiectric lighting, or
water, or in aay other comfort essen-
tial to a municipality, and persist as
long and as faithfully as has the town
of Paris in this matter, and as they
are still continuing to do, united and
determined, it hecomes rme to endorse
and encourage ‘hat sentiment. I wish
it could be protected in every munici-
pality in the State wherc there is a
system of lighfing or a system of water
supply. In my own city we were never
satisfactorily supplied with water, un-
il we appealed to the l.egislature and
asked for a charter, and secured it and
established a plant of which we are
proud. As I said, when a municipality
can unite its energy and sentiment in
favor of municipal ownership, it gets
my support.

Mr. GARDNER of Penobscot: Mr.
President: I wish to say just a word.
I am not veryilamiliar with the circum-
stances here. I am somewhat sur-
prised to see the Senator from Xnox
champion the cause of capital

against the people. It is evident the
people of South Paris believe they are
not fairly usad by th2 Company which
is furnishing them electric lights. As
I understand, by this »ill, they offer ‘te
purchase of the old company as much
of the rlant as is in their town—that
is, in the town of South Paris; and
they aslk this Legislature to give them
a charter in order that they may light
their town proparly and efficiently and
at a reasonable price; and I think that
the gentleman who was on that com-
mittee who speaks for this charter will
explain that the evidence showed the
old coripany is mnot furnishing light
and pov/er in the town of South Paris
at a reasonabhle price, and that the
prices have Ybeen jumped up outrage-
ously since it started; and not only is
the price exorbitant, but the service
rendered is not proper. I have friends
who live in Portland who are doing
business there; and thev claim it is an
outrage, and that in running a manu-
facturing businecss they cannot depend
upon the light this present company
gives them; and I believe it is in the
interest of fairmess, decency and proper
legislation to give the town of South
Paris an opportunity to furnish their
own ligtt and power, when the citizens
of that town risc almost en masse and
say that they are abused by the old
company, and that they are not getting
proper service, We want to encourage
manufacturing, ¢ic., in their village, to
light their houses and public buildings
properly; and T hope thir Senate will
stand by what was the unanimous
action »f the House. I was in the
House when this matter came to a
vote, and not a voice was raised
against its passage. W2 have never
heard a word against it before, and it
seems to me there must be something
behind this. T the House not a voica
was raised against this charter; and I
trust the Senate will support tha
minority report, and give the people of
South JParis the advantages which
fairly and honestly belong to them.

Mr. PIERCE of Aroostook: Mr.
President: I will briefly try to outline

to the wembers of the Senate the con-
dition of affairs which is brought to
vour attention this morning. Let me,
as a member cf the legal affairs com-
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mittee who signed the report that the
people of South Paris should be given
the privilege of doing their own
municipal lighting, say: That this bill,
or charter, or act has been explained
in part, but not in whole. Two years
ago the same matter came before the
committee on legal affairs and was dis-
cussed at great lemngth, and the com-
mittee while,- as a -whole, feeling that
South Paris should have a right to do
its own lighting were a little timid
about asking the Legislature to “re-
voke” as some of them said, the char-
ter rights of the Oxford Light and
Power Company; and degired to give
the old company a chance to try for
the next two years, if possible to
salisfy the needs of the people of that
village. This was done, and the mat-
ter was referred to the mext Legisla-
ture-—this present on2. The same mat-
ter came up again; the same people ap-
peared for and against, and a stronger
case was presented to the committee of
this segsion by far than was presented
two years ag9o. The lights have been
poorer, and the comditions could not be
met whereby the peoplc of South Paris
could get sufficient lights; and now
they have come hefore us, asking the
privilege—not of taking anything away
from: anybody, but of getting that
which belongs to them, the right to do
their own municipal lighting, which is
the right of every mumnicipality.

Now as to the history of this com-
pany, that you may not be led to a
wrong conclusion from the premises.
A number of years ago the Wallaces
obtained a charter from the Legisla-

ture for a light and power company
located in the town of Norway; they
asked at that time the right and

privilege to control the furnishing of
light and water to the village of South
Paris. South Paris came to the
I.egislature objecting, and had an arti-
cle inserted in their charter that that
should not interfere with the village of
South Paris doing its own municipal
lighting. Nothing was done with that
charter. Later on they organized un-
der the general law covering all this
ground. Then after that they came
to the Legislature to have their acts of
organization confirmed and extended,
and at that titme South Paris objected
to having anything in that charter

which would prevent its village from
doing its own munieipal lighting.

But in the meantime a law had been
passed which gave corporations or-
ganizing under the general law ex-
clusive powers over the ground cover-
ed by their charter of organization,
and the South Paris Village Corpora-
tion only succeeded in having this
clause inserted in the bill, that what-
ever rights were had by the Oxford
Light and Power Co. should not inter-
fere with any rights which the South
Paris Village Corporation might have.

It had none; it gave them no relief

whatever,

Now then, further, the Oxford Light
& Power Co. went on and built and
maintained their power house, after
finding that the water supply was not
sufficient to do the necessary lighting
and furnishing of power in the villages
of Norway and South Paris. They
had found that the water supply was
insufficient to supply the needs of the
business which they had built up.

They had in the past made an ar-
rangement for the furnishing of light
to the village of South Paris at what
was considered a fair and reasonable
rate; and it was, I admit, for good and
sufficient lighting, but the people of
South Paris were not satisfied with the
lighting; they felt it was insufficient,
and they objected. But year after year
the contracts were renewed at the old
price of $35 a ycar for the arc light,
running until 12 o’clock on the dark of
the moon, which was a high price for
such service and 75 cents a month, or
$12 a year for incandescent lighting un-
der the same service.

This ran along until a little more
than two years ago, when the same
service of arc lights jumped to $55 a
vear, the same insufficient lighting
with which the village corporation had
become dissatisfied and they refused
to take any more light at that rate.

Now then, there is where we come
in. I say that we cannot, or the people
of South Paris vilage cannot afford to
pay $55 a vear for the poor light of
that sysemn. They will refuse to do it,
and now ask the privilege of having
the right to light their own streets and
do their own commercial lighting.

The village of South Paris lies adja-
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cent to Norway. All of that which is
done in Sonth Paris at the present time
is the bringing in of some of the lights
for commercial purposes. They have in
addition to their original plant an elec-
tric railway, for which this company
is furnishing the power. They are al-
g0 now selling power, or have been un-
til recently, to a shoe factory, and to
the pumping station; and to show at
the present time that this company is
unable to meet the requirements upon
its power they have heen obliged with-
in the last few months to cut off the
power to the shoe factory and pump-
ing station. So at present they are un-
able to furnish sufficient power to light
the streets of South Paris, and do the
other lighting sutfficient for their plant.

Now to get at the other reason we
are asking for this. In the first place,
we would not come in here and ask the
l.egislature to take away the powers of
this Oxford Light & Power Co. if it
would do them any material damage.
I agree with those who have spoken on
this subject that it is not good policy
to injure invested capital; but if you
will look carefully into this you will
see it will not in any way injure vest-
ed capital in that locality.

It is said they rave expended $130,000
on this plant. This company bought of
the Wallaces their rights and privileges
and paid for it in bonds at an exhor-
bitant figure. Now, the Wallaces are
not going to be injured, provided this
matter is carried, because they took
that privilege and right knowing the
objections which the South Paris peo-
ple had, and consequently they took it
and must abide by the consequences.

Furthermore the State gives them
this privilege; they took it away from
South Paris; the Wallaces have re-
ceived an exorbitamt price for it in
bonds. If the Dbonds are Tteduced,
which I claim they will mnot be, then
who shall suffer?—only those who have
had exceptional privileges, and have
been well repaid for them. Now, that
takes care of the Wallaces.

Now upon other matters,—upon the
railroad there has been issued a cer-
tain amount £ bonds, but the railroad
is a paying investment, and will con-
linue so to do. That will take care of
itseif.

Then, further, the people of South
Paris have prepared themselves to
supply their village with electric lights.
Ten of their patriotic citizens bought
a water power [our miles above Paris
viilage for a thousand doliars, which is
sufificient to iighkt the village of South
Paris and do its commercial lighting.
This they are ready io turn over to
the citizems, not for 2 profit, but at
cost, that a municipal lighting plant
may be established in order that they
may have their own service under their
owrn: control. This they are prepared to
do, and ready to see it is installed at
once. They do not wish to take away
anything from the 2!l1 company, but
they are willing to pay the old com-
pany for all the property that lies
within their town.

Those who have spoken before me
have said that the Oxford Light &
Power Company hace offered to be
fair, and offered to ecompromise. What
is that offer? Here is a plant worth
$130,000 located over in the town of
Norway, with ouly aboutr $2500 worth
of property located in South Paris.
Now they say vou may have it—you
may take the wohile plant—we will sell
it, or you may leave it to arbitration
to decide what it is worth.

Gentlemen of the Senate, if you will
look over the =several water districts
along this river, and see what the State
was obliged to pay to the corporations,
and then look at this little village of
South Paris, and ask them to pay not
only what these people claim it is
worth, but also the value of this fran-
chise, which they claim is more than
the value of the property itself. And
this, too, located in a town not their
own, cver which they wculd have no
right of control in the way of taxation.
That is a very fair propcsition; don’t
you think so?

Now, further. The South Paris vil-
lage people oftfer to take over the prop-
erty, leaving it to arbilration to say.
how much it shall be worth, and will
pay for all this property that lies in
the village of South Paris if the Oxford
Light & Power Co. wiskes to sell. Or
if they do not wish to sell, they are
willing that this company should con-
tinue to do commercial lighting in
South Paris, but they want the privil-
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ege of doing whnt they can themselves.

They say it will reduce the value of
the bonds of this comrpany. I say it
will not, gentlemen; I say if you have
studied this question as I have—if you
have heard th= arguments presented
on both sides, if you had known the
conditions thers, vou could not but see
that this removal of the franchise and
rights of that company cver this little
village, which in to does not yield
more than §1600 a year to that com-
pany, while they are cut out at the
present time from supplying power to
ten times that amount in the village
ef Norway, which is much nearer the
plant, because they have not sufficient
rower. Will you say they are losing
any of their revenue because this $1609
is taken away from themn? The trouble
is they are not able to supply sufficient
lights at the present time. They arc
broken down, and are trying to carry
over 500-horse-power on a 400 engine,
and they cannot supply sufficient pow-
er. The trouble ig they have not given
what is right, just and fair to the
people of South Paris, and consequently
the people there ar: arsking what is
right and fair, which you must see is
for the good of the whole country. It
any corporation can by its franchise
rights bar out the rights of the indi-
vidual, or of the munijcipality, we are
giving away ‘oo much; and while [
would not for a moment advocate it as
a good business principle, or as a good
principle for the State tc take away
that which it has gramted in good faith,
I say that when that company to which
these extraordinary powers have been
granted fails to cme up and use these
peple fair and square, over whom their
power has been placed, I say the State
has come short of ity duty, unless it
replaces, as far as in its power, that
franchise right it has taken away.

I ask you, gentlemen and members
of the Senate, to vote to give to this
village coerporation the rights which
the State has taken away from it; and
in so doing you will in no way impair
the rights, powars and privileges of the
present Oxford Light & Power Co.

The Yeas and nays were called for by
Senator Piedce, and the same were or-
dered.

The PRESIDENT: The question is

upon the motion of the Senator from
Aroostook that the Senate concur with
the House in substituting the minority
for the majority report:

The question being put, the vote was
had and declared to be as follows:
Those voting yea were Messrs. Allen,
Bailey, Bartlett, 1urbish, Gardner, Irv-
ing, Knowlton, Owen, Philoon, Pierce,
Pike, Plummer, Putnam, Shackford,
Simpson, Sturgis, Tupper (17). Those
voting nay were Messrs. Ayer, Brown,
Clark, Heselton, Mills, Morse, Potter,
Staples, Stetson, Tartre (10). So the
motion prevailed, and the minority re-
port was substituted for the majority
report. The bill took its first reading.

Mr. Gardner of Penobscot, moved
that the rules be suspended, and that
the Dbill take its second reading and
pass to be engrossed.

Mr. CLARK: Mr. President: I do
not see that there is any object in rail-
roading this bill. It seems to me that
it would better take its usual course.

Mr. GARDNER: The motion is
made simply to expedite business, It
does not make any difference, how-
ever. If the senator from Hancock is
serious in his objection, I will with-
draw my motion.

The question was put on the motion
of the senator from Penobscot, Senator
Gardner; and the Chair declaring it-
self in doubt on a viva voce vote, a
rising vote was taken, 19 senators vot-
ing in favor, of the motion, and seven
voting against the same. So the mo-
tion prevailed, and the bill took its sec-
ond reading under suspension of the
rules, and was passed to be engrossed.

House Bills Read and Assigned.

An Act to close the tributaries of
Big Concord pond in the town of Wood-
stock, Oxford county.

An Act to prevent the throwing of
sawdust and other mill waste into lit-
tle Madawaska river and its tribuaries
in Aroostook county. (House amend-
ment A adopted in concurrence.)

An Act to make valid the municipal
elections of the city of Eastport in
Washington county. Received in con-
currence and also in concurrence the
same received its two several readings
under suspension of the rules, and was
passed to be engrossed.
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The following bills, petitions and re-
solves were presented:

By Mr. Pierce of Aroostook: Resolve
in favor of G. W, Irving, chairman of
the committee on education. Referred
to the committee on appropriations and
financial affairs.

By Mr. Simpson of York: Petition
of B. M. Whitman and six others in
favor of the proper labelling of pro-
prietary medicines. Placed on file.

Orders.

On motion by Mr. Morse of Waldo, it
was: Ordered, the House concurring,
that the bill entitled “An Act for the
protection of fish in Dead, Bailey and
Levansaler brooks in the town of
Brooks, Waldo county,” which was re-
ferred to the committee on inland fish-
eries and game, be recalled, as that
committee has made its final report,
and that the matter be referred to the
commissioners on inland fisheries and
game, as the matter properly comes
under their jurisdiction.

On motion by Mr. Gardner of Pe-
nobscot, the Senate reconsidered the
vote whereby it passed to be engrossed
pill “An Act to amend Section 3 of
Chapter 50 of the Private and Special
Laws of 1821, as amended by Chapter
161 of the Private and Special Laws of
1848, as amended by Chapter 171 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1903, re-
lating to extending the time of con-
trolling the water at the alewive fish-
ery at Damariscotta Mills. On further
motion by the same senator, the bill
was tabled.

Mr. Brown of Kennebec, presented
resolve in favor of C. Q. Purinton, sec-
retary of the committee on agriculture.
The same was referred to the commit-
tee on appropriations and financial af-
fairs.

Read and Assigned.

An Act to change the name of the
Dover Gaslight Company,

An Act authorizing the town of Me-
chanic Falls to acquire certain proper-
ty and rights of the Mechanic Falls
Manufacturing Company. On motion
by Mr. Philoon of Androscoggin, this
bill tcok its second reading under sus-
pension of the rules and was passed to
be engrossed,

An Act relating to a winter speedway
on the Kennebec river at Gardiner.
This bill took its second reading under
suspension of the rules, and was passed
to be engrossed.

An Act to amend Section 9 of Chap-
ter 108 of the Revised Statutes, relat-
ing to the service of venires.

An .ict to amend the charter of the
Sebago Lake, Songo River and Bay of
Naples. Steamboat Company.

An Act relating to the Milo Electric
Light and Power Company, ratifying
and ccnfirming its proceedings. On mo-
tiecn by Mr. Owen of Piscataquis, this
bill took its second reading, under sus-
pension of the rules and was passed to
he engrossed.

An /et to amend Section 23 of Chap-
ter 114 of the Revised Statutes relating
to disclosure commissioners.

esolve in favor of M. H. Hodgdon,
clerk, messenger and stenographer to
the committee on inland fisheries and
game,

Resolve in favor of Eastern Maine
Ingane hospital.

Resnlve in favor of the Maine In-
sane hospital.

Reports of Committees.

Mr. Allen, for the committee on judi-
ciary, on bill, “An Act to reimburse the
town of Chelgea for pauper supplies,”
reported same in new draft, under ti-
tle of “An Act to reimburse the town
of Chelsea,” and that it ought to pass.
Repor: accepted.

Mr. Heselton, for the committee on
commerce, submitted the final report
of said committee, that they had act-
ed on all matters referred to them. Re-
port accepted.

Mr. Morse, for the committee on mil-
itary affairs, submitted the final report
of saidt committee, that they had acted
on all matters referred to them. Report
accepted,

The same senator for the committee
on per.sions, submitted the final report
of that committee that they had acted
upon @11 matters referred to them. Re-
port accepted.

Passed to be Engrossed.

An Act to amend Chapter 135 of the
Public Laws of 1895 relating to Bath
municipal court.
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Resolve in favor of George H. Morri-
son.

Resolve in favor of extra pay to Maine
volunteers in the late war with Spain.

Resolve in favor of George G. Weeks.

An Act authorizing cities and towns
to raise money for the extermination
of insect pests.

An Act to amend Section 3 of Chap-
ter 92 of the Revised Statutes re'ating
to mortgages on real estate.

An Act to authorize the town of
Cornish to remove the bodies of de-
ceased persons.

An Act to extend the charter of the
Maine and New Fampshire Railroad.

An Act concerning Merrill Memorial
Library, a free public library in the
town of Yarmouth.

An Act to incorporate the
Cemetery Improvement Co.

An Act to enable Edwin W. Dovyle teo
maintain the upper dam on Flander's
stream in town of Sullivan, Hancock
county.

An Act to amend the Ilevised Stat-
utes, Chapter 125, Section 43, relating to
cruelty to animails.

An Act to iwmend Section 70, Chapter
51, Revised Statutes, relating to ring-
ing of bells and soun:ding of whistles
om steam railroads.

An Act to prohibit throwing sawdust,
shavings, waste or refuse into Heath
brook or its tributaries in the town of
Acton, York county.

An Act to extend the close time of
deer on Swan’s Island, Hancock coun-
t

Union

y.

An Act to amend Chapter 259 of the
private and special laws of 1903 relat-
ing to the protection of deer on the
island of Mt. Desert.

An Acl regulating the taking
clams in the town of Norih Haven.

An Act additional to Chapter 13 of
the Revised Statutes, relating to the
Penobscot tribe of Indians.

An Act to regulate fighing in Sokokis
lake, so called in the town of Limer-
ick, also its tributaries, and in Long
and West ponds in Parscnstield, in the
county of York.

An Aect to amend Section 30 of Chap-
ter 51 of the Revised Statutes, relating
to rai'road hranch tracks.

Am Act to amend Section 3 of Chap-
ter 20 of the Revised Stalutes, relating
to burying grounds.

of

An Act authorizing the town treas-
urer of Kittery to expend money left
for private lots in cemeteries not in-
corporated.

An Act to amend Chapter 184 of the
private and special laws of 1895, en-
titled “An act to incorpcrate the Cas-
tine Water Co.”

An Act to regulate the use of the
roads of the town of Castine.

An Act to prohibit fishing in Break-
meck brook and its tributaries, situated
partly in the {owns of Sebago and
Baldwin, county of Cumberland.

An Act to incorporate the Milbridge
and Cherryfield Street Railway.

An Act to amend paragraph 7 of Sec-~
tion 4 of Chapter 49 of the Revised
Statutes of Maine.

An Act to pronibit ihe throwing of
sawdust, shavings, waste or refuse in-
to Little Ossipee river, within the lim-
its of the towns of Shaplargh, Newfield,
Waterboro, Limerick and Limingtcn, in
York county.

Resnlve in favor of I. 8. Cote.

Resolve in favor of the town of New
Gloucester.

Resolve in favor of State
schools.

Resolve authorizing the compilation
and publication of the insurance laws
of Maine.

Resolve in favor of the town of Ma-
riaville.

An Act to incorporate the State Loan
Co.

An Act to amend Section 4 of Chap-
ter 128 of the Revised Statutes relating
to injury to property used for public
water supplies.

An Act to amend the charter of the
Auburn and Turner Railroad Co.

An Act to restore the jurisdiction of
trial justices in the town of Fayette,
in the county of Kennebec.

An Act to amend the charter of the
Augusta Water District.

An Act to change the title of the Wil-
son Electric Light and Power Co.

An Act to prevent the fraudulznt is-
sue and use of transfer tickets upon
public conveyances.

An Act authorizing the payment of
an annuity by the city of Portland to
Tiizzie A. Johnson.

An Act to w»stablish the Lubec and
Machias Railway Co.

Normal
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An Act toc amend the charter of the
Northeast Harbor Water Company.

An Act to extend the charter of the
Meduxnekeag Light and Power Com-
pany.

An Act to amend Section 1 of Chap-
ter 129 of the Revised Statutes relative
to corrupting water used for domestic
and other purposes.

An Act to authorize the Fort Halifax
Power Company to furnish electricity
for power purposes.

An Act to amend Section 1 of Chap-
ter 125 of the Revised Statutes relating
to malicious mischief.

An Act to amend Section 1 of Chap-
ter 166 of the Private and Special Laws
of 1887, entitled, “An Act creating the
Fort Fairfield Village Corporation.”

An Act to authorize Wadsworth and
Woondman to take water from Lake
Maranocook.

A Act to incorporate the Buxton
and Hollis Power Combpany.

An Act to amend Section 26 of Chap-
ter 135 of the Revised Statutes relat-
ing to sentences.

An Act to amend Sevtion 4 of Chap-
ter 155 of the Private and Special Laws
of 1901, entitled “An Act to incorporate
the York Deach Village Corporation.”

An Act to amend Chapter 126 of the
Revised Statutes relating to gambling.

An Act to amend Chapter 153 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1879 in re-
gard to building dams and embank-
ments on Swift river in the town of
Byron.

An Act on relation to insane persons
in the State prison and in the county
jails, and additioal to Chapter 138 of
the Revised Statutes.

An Act to amend Section 24, Chapter
48, Revised Statutes, relating to real
estate investments of savings banks.

An Act to amend Sections 100, 101
and 102 of Chapter 27 of the Revised
Statutes relating to State roads.” On
motion by Mr. Clark of Hancock, this
bill was tabled, pending its passage to
be engrossed.

An Act to incorporate the Monterey
Association. On motion by Mr. Staples
of Knox, this bill was tabled, and to-
morrow assigned for its consideration.

Passed to be Enacted.
An Act to amend Section 93 of Chap-

ter 4 of the Revised Statutes relating
to town and city by-laws and ordi-
nances,

An Act to prohibit the hunting of
ducks an other waterfowl in Merry-
meeting bay, Eastern river and Kenne-
bec river helow Gardiner and Randolph
bridge by the use of steam, naphtha
and gasoline boats.

An Act to amend that portion of
Secticn 3 of Chapter 407 of the Private
and Sipecial Laws of 1903 relating to
the time and number of fish that can
be taken in the streams lying wholly
of partly in the towns of Freeman and
Salem.

An Act to permit ice fishing in
Fourth, Buttermilk and Little Benson
ponds in Piscataquis county during
the month of February.

An Act to prohibit fishing at all
times in the tributaries of Squa Pan
lake in Aroostook county.

An Act providing for open season on
white perch in Lake St. George, Waldo
county.

An Act to assist in building a free
bridg> across Sheepscot river between
the towns of Wiscasset and Edgecomb.

An Act to authorize the Farmington
Village corporation to take water for
munizipal and domestic purposes.

An Act to incorporate the Fidelity
Trust Company of Portland, M.

An Aect to incorporate the Jackman
Water Company.

An Act to incorporate the Hastings
Park Improvement Company.

An Act to extend the charter of the
Lllsworth Street Railway Company.

An Act to incorporate the TUnion
Light and Power Company.

An Act to grant administration on
the estate of John A. Holmes, late of
Readfeld.

Finally Passed.

Resolve in favor of Maine School

for the Deaf.
Orders of the Day.

On motion by Mr. Gardner of Pe-
nobscot, bill to extend the close time
on caribou, Senate Document 217, was
taken from the table. The bill was
read and assigned.

On motion by Mr. Staples of Knox,
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House Document No. 312, bill relating
to trustee process, was taken from the
table. On the same senator’s motion,
the bill was assigned for tomorrow for
consideration.

On motion by Mr. Clark of Hancock,
the Senate voted to reconsider the vote
whereby Senate Document No. 187, “An
Act to amend Paragraph 20 of Section
1 of Chapter 116 of the Revised Stat-
utes, relating to the salary of the com-
missioner of sea and shore fisheries,”
was indefinitely postponed. The pend-
ing question being upon the motion to
indefinitely postpone.

Mr. STAPLES of Knox: Mr. Presi-
dent: I hope that motion will pre-
vail. As I said yesterday—I do not
care to repeat it to the Senate--I be-
lieve the salary of $1000 which the
fish commisioner has been receiving
for the last number of years is ample
and sufficient for the amount of labor
performed. The committee on sea and
shore fisheries have taken from his [a-
bors, this year, and for the tTuture by
abolishing a part of the work required
of him, as I said yesterday, so that up-
on the salary of $1500, which this bill
would give him today, he would not
have so much to do as hz2 had two or
three years ago, or last year.

I have no fault to find with Mr.
Nickerson, who is my friend, about his
way of doing business, but I do say at
this time that we would not bhe justiied
in raising the salary of the commis-
sioner to $1500, when we are taking
away from him a part of the labor
that he has been required to do in
previous years. There are a plenty of
good men just as capable as Mr. Nick-
erson, who would be glad to take the
position at $1000 a year.

Besgides that, Mr. Nickerson has a
son who runs a yacht and collects seed
lobsters under an appropriation of this
Legislature of $5000; and Mr. Nicker-
son besides that has an expense ac-
count of $12,000, which is added to the
$1000 of salary; and he has the manip-
ulation also of $15,000, being an appro-
priation for that department--besides
other fees which he receiveg in pursu-
ance of the duties of his office.

Mr. President, it is not a tim= when
we should raise salaries. We have

been raising them on about every State
officer this year, and if he is entitled to
have his salary raised, then every
other man in the State of Maine. I
am willing every man should be paid
a fair compensation for his secrvices,
but when he was willing to tuke the
position year after year for 31000, and
you have taken from him a part of
his duties, then to raise his salary
to $1500 seems to me to be an outrage
upon the taxpayers of this State.

Mr. STETSON of Penobscot: Mr.
President, As a member of the com-
mittee on sgalaries, I simply wish to
say to the senators that I was not here
yesterday when the matter was under
discussion, and although I have not
much to say, I wish to say a few words
in regard to the hearing before that
committee. Mr. Nickerson appeared be-
fore that committee and stated that
his time was practically occupied dur-
ing the whole year, that his duties
were large, that they were important,
that he had the management of large
sums of maney, spent to great advan-
tage to the State. particularly to the
shore counties. The committee after
carefully investigating the matter real-
ized that it was an important office,
and we felt that the head of that office
should rececive a salary commensurate
to the rosition and in keeping with the
salaries of other department officials.
There is no other department official
who receives under $1500 a year and
we thought it only justice to that de-
partment that he should receive that
amount, and the unanimous report of
the committee was that the salary
should be $1500 and I trust the motion
of the senator from Knox will not pre-
vail.

The question being put upon the mo-
tion of the Senator from Knox that the
bill be indefinitely postponed, the yeas
and nays were called for and ordered,
and the vote being had, resulted as fol-
lows. Those voting yea were Messrs.
Gardner, Philoon, Putnam, Shackford,
Staples, Tarter, Tupper (7). Those vot-
ing nay were Messrs. Aver, Bartlett,
Brown, Clark, Curtis, Furbish, Hesel-
ton, Knowlton, Mills, Morse, Owen,
Pierce, Pike, Plummer, Potter, Simp-
son, Stetson (17). So the motion was
lost.
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The bill took its second reading, and
was passed to be engrossed.

The majority report ‘“ought to pass”
and minority report ‘“onght not to
pass’’ on bill to annex to Roque Bluffs
certain islands forming a part of the
town of Jonesport, came up by special
assignment. On motion by Mr. Shack-
ford of Washington, the bill and ac-
companying report were taken from
the table.

The same genator thereupon moved
that the minority report be substitut-
ed for the majority report.

The PRESIDENT: In order that
the Senate may know the fact, the
Chair will state that the majority re-
port ‘“ought to pass” is signed by
Messrs Aver, Swazey, Curtis, Clark,
Hill, Thompson and Witherspoon. The
minority report ‘“ought not to pass” is
signed by Messrs. Shackford and A. A.
Shaw,

Mr. SHACKFORD of Washington:
Mr. President and Gentlemen of the
Senate, I wish to make a statement of
facts in regard to this bill and why I
oppose the passage of the same. Will
try and not take any more of your
time than I can help. There is a peti-
tion goes with this bill which I will
read. Jonesport was set off from the
town of Jonesboro in 1832, Feb. 3, 73
years ago last month. At the time the
town was incorporated all the is-
lands that were formerly a part of
Jonesboro were set off to the town of
Jonesport, and among the islands was
the island now known as Gardner’s is-
land, one of the easternmost of the
group which consists of about 1300
acres of land, and has belonged to
Jonesport up to the present time, al-
though it has changed ownership sev-
eral times.

In 1891 the town of Roque Bluffs was
set off from the town of Jonesboro.
This part of the town of Jonesboro be-
fore Royue Bluffs was set off, was the
nearest land to Gardner’s island in that
town, and holding the same position
as regards location that Roque Bluffs
holds at present. and in the 59 years
before Roque Bluffs was set off Jones-
boro never made any claim to the pos-
session of this island.

In the year 1891, when an attempt

was made by the town of Roque Bluffs
to have this Gardner's island set off
from Jonesport and annexed to Roque
Bluffs. That is when the town was in-
corporated. It came before the Legis-
lature in 1897 and was referred to the
next Legislature. It was brought up
agains gain in 1899 and was reported by
the cnmmittee “ought not to pass.”

Mr. HESELTON of Kennebec: Will
the senator from Washington allow
me to ask who it was that brought thig
matter up in 1897 and 18997

Mr. SHACKFORD: It was brought
up by a petition as it is at this time;
by a vetition of the inhabitants of
Roque Bluff to have this annexation.

Mr. HESEITON: Not by petition of
the inhabitants of Rogue Island.

Mr. SHACKFORD: There are no in-
habitants. There is a caretaker there,
hired 2y Mr. Gardner, who is the own-
er of “he island.

Mr. HESELTON: Excuse me, 1
wanted to understand the matter.

Mr. SHACKIORD: Now, this year a
petition signed by the inhabitants of
Roque Blufts and by non-resident tax
payers at Roque Bluffs came before
this Legislature accompanied by a bill
to have this island, together with oth-
er small islands, belonging to Jones-
port, et off from Jonesport and an-
nexed to Roque Bluffs. Now, the peo-
ple who petitioned for this property to
be taken from one town and given to
another are all residents of Roque
Bluffs or non-resident tax payers in
that town, all of whom would be bene-
fitted if this bill should pass, and this
property be taken from Jonesport and
given to Roque Bluffs.

The valuation of the town of Roque
Bluffs in 1890 by the Maine Register
was $18,000; in 1900 it was $28,187, an
increase in value of 56 per cent in 10

probably in the same proportion
years. Since that time the town
has continued to increase in val-
ue, probably in the same pro-
portion, There has been a

fish curing establishment carried on by
the senator from Washington in con-
nection with others, and there is a boat
building plant that builds boats and
auxiliary launches for the sardine
business, together with many new
weirs which have been built within five
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years. 'The town has no debt and no
paupers, and is altogether flourishing.
Jonesport has a debt of $7653.33.

Now this island, Gardner’s Island, is
from one-half to two-thirds of a mile
from the main land of Jonesport, and
it is two miles from Mr. Gardner’s
cottage, thence by team to Jonesport
village is four and three-fourths miles.
From the above cottage to Machies via
Roque Bluffs, where anyone would
have to go to trade (as there are no
stores at Roque Bluffs) the distance
is about 10 miles. The distance to
Jonesport village by water, where Mr.
Gardner goes most of the time in his
steam yacht to get his supplies which
are sent from Boston, is 4 3-4 miles.
The distance to Machias by water is 13
miles.

There are several other small is-
lands included in this bill which they
ask to be annexed to Roque Bluffs,
which are inhabited by 25 or 30 fisher-
men part of the year, engaged in catch-
ing lobsters, digging clams and tending
fish weirs. These fishermen all belong
to Jonesport. Jonesport fishermen
own all of four weirs at these islands
except one-fourth of one weir. The
fact that Jonesport fishermen own
weirs now built (and there are chances
for other weirs to be built) it would
be a very great disadvantage to Jones-
port people if they were non-residents,
Rogque Bluffs having voted at town
meeting not to grant weir licenses to
non-residents.

The total value of the islands owned
by the Gardners, including cottage and
stock, is $16,080; tax value of the other
islands asked for in thig bill $195.00.
Now, one-half of the small islands
owned by Mr. Thompson of Roque
Bluffs, member of the committee on
towns, was sold for $200.00. The tax
value assessed on this island was $40
by the town of Jonesport. There has
been no change in the wvaluation of
Gardner’s Island from 1898 to 1903;
1903 to 1904, decrease in valuation of
the cottage and the old homestead of
Geo. A. Gardner, 14 2-7 per cent.

Mr. Gardner has not petitioned to the
Legislature nor in any way made
known that he wished his property to
be set off from Jonesport and joined

to the town of Roque Bluffs. I have
a letter written by Mr. Gardner to Mr.
E. B. Sawyer of Jonesport, since the
Legislature was in session, which I
will read to you. (Read Mr. Gardner’s
letter.)

The only reason I see why this island
should be taken away from the town
of Jonesport and given to the town of
Roque Bluffs is because the inhabitants
of Rogue Bluffs and non-resident tax
payers want it. It would reduce their
tax rate one-half, and no doubt would
be desirable for them to have. I can-
not make it appear in any other way
except they wish to obtain a valuable
property [rom another town witihout
having any claim to it whatever or
giving anything in return. Now, I
wish to say a word in justice to my-
self about the hearing before the com-
mittee. Two of the members of the
committee on towns the day this hear-
ing was had, the senator from Kenne-
bec and the senator from Cumberland,
two gentlemen whom I hold in the
highest esteem, were called away and
were not present when the evidence
was given in behalf of the remon-
strances, and I do not think anyone
can judge a case impartially when they
hear only one side of the evidence. I
think they would have signed the mi-
nority report if they had heard the
other side, providing the appropriations
are the same as last year will be three
per cent., while that of Roque BIluffs
would be only .014 if the island is tak-
en from Jonesport and given to Roque
Bluffs.

If this island goes to Rogue Bluffs
75 per cent. of the tax of Roque Bluffs
would be paid by non-residents, who
would almost be released of taxation
by reason of the low rate.

The town of Jonesport paid to the
school on Gardner’s Island $95.00 last
year. Total amount expended by
Rogue Bluffs was $160.00.

Now, gentlemen, you will hear con-
siderable said about the channeci to the
sea to the west of the island being the
main ship channel and being buoyed
out. Now the channel that is naviga-
ble to the east of the island between
the island and the town of Roque
Bluffs is deeper and wider than the
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channel that leads to the city of Phil-
adelphia in Delaware bay from the
ocean, and some of our largest battle~
ships have been built by the Cramp
Shipbuilding Co. of Philadelphia.

The least water by chart at low
water in the east channel is 21 feet;
rise of tides, 12 feet, 3 1-2 inches, mean
tide, making 33 feet depth at high wa-
ter, which is water enough to float
any ship in our navy and I think any
ship afloat.

And now, gentlemen, I leave the
matter in your hands. 1 thank wou
for your courtesy and attention given
to me in this matter, and I hope you
may decide to accept the report ought
not to pass. I will say, gentlemen, 1
have no personal interests in this mat-
ter whatever. It is only Dbecause I
think it is right and just that I signed
the minority report and have done
what I have.

Mr. HESELTON. I would like to ask
the Senator from Washington one
question. Will the Senator state to the
Senate who were the remonstrants
against this addition of Roque Island
to Rogque Bluffs.

Mr. SHACKTFORD. I did not want to
go into that, but as you request it 1
will say that this bill originally called
for more property, more islands than
it does at present. I understand when
they came to find ou:z about these Is-
lands, one of them wished to be an-
mnexed. It had 150 inhabitants, had sev-
eral paupers, and one insane person,
and there were roads to build, ete; and
the expense of this other island was a
little more than what the income was,
and for that reason the bill was chang-
ed. T will read the remonstrance here
from some of the Heirs of Colonel
Peabody—-Francis A. Peabody, and T.
K. L.othrop, who were non-residents,

people who owned some of the islands
in the first petition to be set off.
(Reads the remonstrance.)

Mr. HESELTON. What I particular-
ly wished to make my inquiry about
was this, do the citizens of Jonesport
remonstrate against the annexation of
Rogue Island to Roque Bluffs.

Mr. SHACKFORD. I do not know as
they do. They make a remonstrance
generally in regard to Gardiner’s Is-
land.

(The Senalor reads remonstrance
signed by Frank Wallace and 33 others
of the town of Jonesport.)

Mr. STAPLES of Knox. Is it not a
fact that the people of Jonesport op-
pose this?

Mr. SHACKFORD. There is mno
question about it; they do. They have
been here several times, and some of
them are here now. It was the unani-
mous vote of the town that they should
oppose it.

Mr. HESELTON. The citizens of
Jonesyort are not anxious to let Roque
Island get away from their township?

Mr. SHACKFORD. They are very
much opposed to it.

Mr. PIKE of Washington. Did T un-

derstanad you to say there were no
stores at Roque Bluff.
Mr. SHACKFORD. That is what I

understand.

Mr. PIKE. T have been there, and
there are stores there. Do 1 understand
you to say the owner of Rogue Island
has never petitioned this Legislature.

Mr. SHACKFORD. I don’t say he
never did. He has not in this case.

‘Mr. PIKE. But always before, and
the reison they turned him down be-
fore was because he was not a citizen
of this State.

Mr. SHACKFORD. T am not aware
of that fact. Ali the information I got
was at the hearing.

Mr. PIKE. 1 understand you to say
that loque Bluffs was ten miles from
the railroad.

Mr. SHACKFORD. I don’t think I
mentioned the railroad at all in any-
thing I said here today—not to my
knowladge.

Mr. AYER of Xennebec.

Mr. President:

Firs:, T wish to say that I have no
personal interest in this subject what-
ever, Sther than to deferid the action
of the majority.

The committee on towns gave the
question of annexing Rogque Island to
the town of Pogue Bluff, an ample
hearing, and after dizcussing the sub-
ject (end I will say here that from ob-
servation it looks as if the discussion
was mot altogether confined to mem-
bers of the Committee or Legislature)
were unable to agree, and have two re-
ports—one, ought to pass, being signed
by seven members—the other, ought
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not to pass, by two, the tenth member
of the committee not taking part on
account of illness.

It was brought out at the hearing
that Chandler’s river running between
Roque Bluff and Joncsport, and that
part particularly between Jonesport
and Roque JIsland, on account of be-
ing buoyed and acknowledged as the
Ship Channel, is the natural division
between Jonesport and ERoque Island,
and the majority of the committee,
think therefore, should be the dividing
line. It was found that the island in
question is equally distant from Jones-
port and Roque Bluff, that the owner
and only inhabitant of the island goes
to Roque Bluff rfor supplies, mail, ete.;
that his preference for Roque Bluff, is
clearly shown by the interest ke has
taken in that town’s affairs, and the
liberal way he has trealed the people
of the town.

The guestion of taxes (the rate be-

ing about the same in both towns) and
schools entered but little into the
guestion. The maiter of valuation as
agsessed by Jonesport, namely, sixteen
thousand dollars ($16,000.) did some-
what, but the committee feel that on
account of the very pirosperous condi-
tion of Jonesport, its pcpulation being
about 2000, its valuation $448,872, as
compared with Roque Bluff, population
being on than 200, valuation $28,187,
that the passage of an act as recom-
mended by the majority, would not
work a hardship or injustice.
In guestions of this kind it is clearly es-
tablished by the assessment and the dis-
tribution of State school funds that it is
plainly the duty of the larger and more
prosperous cities and towns to help the
less prosperous.

For the reasons, as stated, which, taken
into consideration 'with facts known and
statements made outside, were sufficient
we think, to 'warrant the majority report.

Perhaps I ought to stop here, but I am
going to venture in saying further, that
there was one thing that I could not un-
derstand, and that was, why the owner of
Roque Island did not appear before the
committee—I made such a statement, and
some days afterwards I answered a call
on the 'phone—the party stated that his
name was Gardner, that he was the own-
er of Roque Island, and asked if he could
make a statement in regard to his posi-
tion in the matter of annexation; I re-
plied that I should prefer not, but if he
was willing that I should ask one or two
questions and state the replies to the

committee, that [ would do so, his an-
swer was that he would be glad to have
me. I asked him if he wanted Roque
Island annexed to Roque Bluff; his reply
wag, ‘I do most earnestly and emphati-
cally.” 1 then asked why he was not
present. at the hearing before the com-
mittee; he replied that he had been rep-
resented at former hearings and furnish-
ed funds necessary to have counsel and
witnesses before the committees of pre-
vious Legislatures, that the people of
Jonesport, with a preponderance of
wealth, influence and numbers had, as he
expressed it, ‘“easily and quickly squelch-
ed me;"” that after each petition his taxes
had been raised and that in a way he had
otherwise been made uncomfortable—in
the language of the street the had been
“phased,” and concluded that the right
of petition by a non-resident, althougn he
was a large property owner, had practi-
cally been denied, and that further effort
on his part was useless.

Whether his conclusion was right or
not, I regret that any gentleman a non-
resident who has interests in this State,
should feel that because he is such, it
would prejudice his standing before any
legislative committee in the consideration
of a proper petition that he might see fit
to address to it.

From some things that have taken
place in connection with this proposition,
I almost feel that there were grounds for
his canclusion. Fifteen minutes after the
committees had been announced in this
Senate a man from Portland, an extreme
section, an acquaintance of mine, came
to me and stated that the annexation of
Rogue Island to Roque Bluff, would be
wrong, and hoped that I should look upon
it in that light. More or less of that Kind
of information has been given to members
of this committee, continually, since, and
this subject generally and generously dis-
cussed by the third house at every oppor-
tunity.

I must confess, from the reasons, as
stated, that I do not wonder that Mr.
Gardner, expressed himself as being
‘“phased,” and asked other people, na-
tives of the State, to petition in his stead.

I thank you for your attention, and
trust that you will endorse the report of
the majority of the committee,

Mr. SHACKFORD: Mr. President, may
I ask the senator from Kennebec a ques-
tion? Will you please tell me when this
interview by telephone took place? Have
you the date of it?

Mr. AYER: Yes, it was two weeks ago
last Wednesday.

Mr. CURTIS of Cumberland: Mr. Pres-
ident, In this matter I assure you it is
not from any personal reason or motive
and cutside of the interests I have in the
dignity of the committee, I have no spec-
ial desire to rise at this time in support
and in behalf of the majority report of
the committee on towns, of which I have
the honor to be a member.

I do not feel that it is incumbent upon
me to take part in debating on the many
local matters that are being continually
reported to us by our various commit-
tees. Unless the matters are of vital im-
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portance to the State or of a special in-
terest to my constituency, I feel in a
measure that they are no special business
of mine. I much prefer that the reports
of these various committees should speak
for themselves, feeling as 1 do that the
members thercof after threshing out the
evidence, are in much better position to
vote intelligently on the matter than I
could without the facts at hand.

In this matter of Roque Bluffs there
have been many peculiar and disagreeable
conditions and circumstances, otherwise
my voice would not be heard in the mat-
ter., There have been many pitfalls and
guicksands for the committee to pass
over and on which originally it was my
intention to extend my remarks, but on
further consideration, I have come to the
conclusion that the least sajgd the better.

I have no desire to consume your time
by going into the many details and intri-
cacies on the question, and I will touch
but lightly on them. Suffice almost it is
10 say that the committee gave a fair,
square and impartial hearing, complete
in every detail, and the outcome of which
is that they have brought to this body
for vour honorable consideration a ma-
jority as well as a minority report, based
upon, built upon and arrived at after
careful and faithful consideration of all
phases of the proposition, and with all
ihe light and intelligence at their com-
mand.

The question has been asked repeatedly
why should Jonésport give up this island
to Roque BIluffs, and by the same token
1 also ask why should Jonesport not give
up this island or why has Roque Bluffs
not as much right to this island as Jones-
port? I might also ask why do the larger
towns and cities of this State contribute
and contribute willingly to the mill tax
to help support the schools in the smallcr
towns of the State. There are many whys
and wherefores and 1 presunse there may
be many answers, 1 reply that it is all
in the eternal fitness of things. Individ-
uals, towns, cities, counties, states and
even countries should help each other
wlien oceasion calls for it, as also legisla-
tive bodies in my opinion should help their
cemmittees when opportunity affords.

1 will only sayv that I believe the geo-
graphical positions, all conditions and the
convenience of all concerned are strong-
Iv and remarkably in favor of granting
the prayer and request of the inhabitants
of the town of Roque Bluffs. I consider
their request entirely within bounds and
not at all unreasonable,

This is land is directly adjacent to the
rmain land of the town of Roque Bluffs
and there is no question in my mind that
in the first instance this island should
have been a part of the town of Roque
Kluffs.

Jonesport has many islands. Roque
Eluffs has none, and it surely does not
seem to me a hardship that Jonesport
should be asked to give up this island to
her neighboring town out of the many
she now has. On the contrary she should
be glad to.

“The ownecer of this island was not pres-
ent at the hearing owing to good and
suificient reasons which he has. T am
confident and I know that he is not only

desirovs bul is anxious that this set-oft
should take place. When this matter
came Up before a previous Legislature he
appear>d before the committee and paid
all the expenses of witnesses, etlc., and
I know also that he would have been here
in this case had he thought there was
any probability of this proposition being
consummated.

I have no wish to be unfair, and while
1 believe that the majority report of this
commistee should prevail, I concede that
the rights of the minority should be re-
spectecl: Now, gentlemen, I know not
what action you will take on the major
ity rerort of this committee. Flag it if
you will, but T know that whatever ac-
tion vcu do take it would be on the side
of right and justice based on the firm de-
sire to uphold the dignity of your com-
mittee and respect for their report, as
well as. the merits of the bill. We want
only a fair and square vote and 1 do not
for a rainute feel that we shall get any-
thing c¢lse, and in closing will say that I
hope the minority report of this commit-
tee wil. prevail.

Mr. PIKE of Washington: Mr. Presi-
dent, T would say that I am part owner
in a fish stand located at Roque Bluffs,
which .s a smoking herring stand. I have
never oseen there but once in my life,
which 'was last season. I would say that
there s a nice little village at Roque
Bluifrs, 'with a number of stores and a tel-
ephone line, As I understand it is the
natura. way which the people of Roque
Island use—a natural highway to the
main land from Roque Island to Recque
Bluffs. It is miles nearer the train
through that town. The mail for Roque
Island all comes to Roque Bluffs, and
the ship channel is buoved out by the
governiment, and geographically the natu-
ral conditions generally, as I sayv, would
naturally give the islands to the town of
Roque Bluffs.

In re’erence to the owner of Rogue Is-
land petitioning the Legislature: As I un-
derstard in this previous legislation he
has always led the petitions, but I am in-
formed that the reason why he has been
turned down by previous Legislatures is
they have always used the argument he
was a non-resident of the State, and
therefore had no rights before this Leg-
islature In a petition to set off islands
from o1e town to another. And for that
reason I understand he has kept off from
the present petition, and has allowed the
local poople there to fight the thing out
themselves.

With regard to the weirs located in the
town o’ Roque Island, owned by citizens
of Jonesport, as to its being any great
hardsh p to them, they have license to
build those weirs and hold them, and it
makes no diffcrence to them whatever.
Tt was clarimed yesterday that there are
250,000 in weirs in Washington ecounty,
which pay no taxes whatever, and are
not assessed in any town. As far as that
goes it would make no difference wheth-
er the igland goes to Roque Bluffs or
Jonesport. 1 would simply say that I
hope my colleague’s motion will not pre-
vail.

Mr.

SHACKFORD: Mr. President, T
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would like to ask the senator from Ken-
nebec a question. Was it two weeks ago
yesterday he was at the telephone? That
would be the first day of March.

Mr. AYER: It was the day we held our
town meeting., You can get it from the
record.

Mr. SHACKFORD: Two weeks ago
yesterday was the first day of March.

Mr. AYER: It might have been the
second.

Mr. SHACKFORD: Mr., President, I
wish to read to you a sworn statement
from a gentleman who has interviewed
Mr. Gardner cn the third day of March.
1hat would be Friday, I think, after the
gentleman states that he had telephoned
Mr, Gardner, and heard him through the
telephone.

Mr. AYER: Mr. Gardner telephoned to
me. I did not telephone to Mr. Gardner.

Mr. SHACKFORD: I stand corrected.
I will read the statement as follows:

“March 3, 1905, at 11 A, M., I called at
the office of Geo. A. Gardner, No. 22 Con-
gress St, Room 1, and had a talk with
him relating to the setting off of Roque
Island. He stated that he had repeatedly
been requested to ask the Legislature to
set off the islands, but that he had flatly
refused and that he had also been asked
to contribute to the bills, and he had also
refused; that he had never given one cent,
and that he would not. I told him that
Mr. Thompson of Roque Bluffs (a mem-
ber of the town committee), after the
hearing ‘was over, at the time they voted
on this question, made the statement that
Mr. Ctardner wished to be set off but that
he did not dare to so declare for in years
past when he had, that Jonesport advanc-
ed his taxes in proportion to the active
part that he had taken.

“Mr. Gardner said, ‘That statement is
not so, I do not even know this Mr.
Thompson.” He also stated that he never
had anything to do with paying the tax-
es, except on his cottage, until 1%03, that
he paid them since. ‘Mr. Long, who used
to live on the island, paid me $10 per year
rent so he would not be considered a
squatter and also paid the taxes and
when Christmas came I always made him
a present of $50.

“He stated that he wrote Mr. Sawyer
of Jonesport, last January, stating that
he remained neutral and that he would
not take any part for or against the set-
off, that he still remained the same. He
said the chairman of the committee called
him and asked if he would like to be
set off, that he answered his question but
that it was not to be used to influence
the Legislature in their decision, that
they could settle the matter to suit them-
selves.

“T told Mr. Gardner that T had brought
the town books from 1890, that being one
year hefore Rogue Bluffs was set off from
Jonesboro, to him for examination so he
could see that the valuation of our whole
town did not change until 1897, that I was
prepared to prove to him by our records,
which T then had in his office, that we
haéd advanced the valuation of our citi-
zens from 30 to 195 per cent. and all non-
resident tax payers 60 to 66 2-3 per cent.,
except him, and his valuation had only

been advanced 30 per- cent.; that in the
yvear 1898 we had advanced the valuation
of our resident tax payers from 5 to 12
per cent, and had not changed that of
CGeo. A. Gardner. There was no advance
again or any change until 1904, then Jones-
port decreased the valuation on his cot-
tage $1000 or 14 2-7 per cent., while we hag
not decreased the valuation of our own
resident tax pawers one cent.

“Mr. Gardner then stated that he had
no grievances, that he was and always
had heen satisfied with the way Jonesport
had used him, and that no one had ever
heard him say otherwise.”

(Signed) GEO. F. MANSFIELD,

Chairman Selectmen Town of Jonesport.
State of Maine,

Washington, ss.

Subscribed and sworn to by the said

George F. Mansfield this 4th day of

March, 1905.
(Signed) E. B. SAWYER,
Notary Public,
(Seal)

Now, gentlemen, in regard to this town.
It is a small town. Poor towns give to
the large ones. There is a debt in Jones-
port. I understand there is none at Rogue
Bluffs. Jonesport has four in the Insane
asylum, and one that is taken care of at
home. The debt of Jonesport in 1904 was
$6533 33. They had an epidemic there of
smallpox last vear which, I think, was in
the town several months, and they paid
out on account of it $1100, making a total
of $7653.33.

T leave the matter in your hands, gen-
tlemen, for you to decide.

The guestion being put upon the motion
of the senator from Washington to sub-
stitute the minority report for the major-
ity report, the yeas and nays were called
for and ordered. The vote being had, re-
sulted as follows: 'Those voting Yea were
Messrs. Allen, Bartlett, Ciark, Heselton,
Trving, Knowlton, Mills, Morse, Pierce,
Shackford, Sintpson, Staples, Tartre, Tup-
per (14). Those voting Nay were Messrs.
Ayer, Bailey, Brown, Cnurtis, Gardner,
Owen, Pike, Potter, Stetson, Sturgis (10).

Mr. PLUMMER: Mr. President, I am
paired with Senator Philoon. If he were
here he would vote Yea. I vote Nay,

So the motion prevailed, and the minor-
ity report was substituted for the major-
ity report.

On wmotion by Mr. Potter of Cumber-
land, Senate document 1{1, “Report of the
committee on State printing on bhill to
amend Revised Statutes relating to State
printing,” was taken from the table. On
further motion by the same senator the
report of the committee was accepted.

Mr. STETSON of Penobscot: Mr. Presi-
dent, pending the first reading of the bill,
I desire to offer an amendment, and I
move the adoption of Senate amendment
A as follows: :Amend by inserting after
the word “annual’ in the 17th line of page
2, the words ‘‘the report of the University
of Maine 1500 copies annually, and report
of the Maine Agricultural Station 140 cop-
ies annually.”

Mr. President, I admire the persist-
ency of the honorable senator froru Cum-
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berland when he brings back to the at-presumably minur or miscellaneous print-

tention of the Senate the questicn we dis-
cussed fully only a few days ago, where
this same matter was brought up, by put-
ting a rider on a small appropriation for
the University of Maine, that rider cover-
ing essentially that the printing for the
University of Maine should be taken from
that appropriation and not charged under
the law as other institutions and depart-
ments of the State.

He has redrafted the 4ct, which pro-
vides for the volume of printing for the
various departments and institutions of
the State, and has in some measure
changed the volume of printing for thesc
various departments. He has covered all
the various institutions and departments
in his new bill except the University of
Maine, which he has left out—bringing
back identically the same question for
your discussion which we settled a few
days ago by a vote of 19 to 7. This puts
back in the bill the printing for the Tni-
versity of Maine, and I move you the ac-
ceptance'of amendment A,

Mr. POTTER of Cumberland: Mr. ©res-
ident, I do not exactly know what the
senator from Penobscot means hy saying
that I have brought this matter back here
to ths Senate. A unanimous report of
the committee on State printing was
made here and preceded the discussion of
two weeks ago; so that this proposition
contained in this bill was here before the
Senate before the debate took place in
which the senator from Penobscot and
myselt participated. I do not intend to
make another speech on this matter, but
I cdo intend, very briefly, to call the at-
tention of the Senate to a few figures
which I have unearthed with some diﬁi—
culty since the debate of two ‘weeks ag
I suggested not long ago to the senator
from Penobscot that he agree with me in
supporting the report of the committee,
and that 1 agree with him in supporting
a resolve appropriating from the general
printing appropriation a sufficient and
reasonable sur: for the printing of the
university for two years.

The senator from Penobscot informed
me that the proposition was not satisfac-
tory to the university, and was declined.
Now, I think I know why it was declined.
In the first place it is because Lhe uni-
versity does not want to lose the im-
proper recognition which was given it 10
vears ago in the present statute, in which
the university is classed with the execu-
tive departments of the State government
and with the purely and strictly States in-
stitutions. The senator from Penobscot
does not want to give that up. He does
not want either that the University of
Maine shall be tied down hy definite ap-
propriations any more than he can help.

Now. just a few words as to the work-
ing of this interesting plan during the
vear 1%04. Section 23 of Chapter 3 author-
izes the printing of 1500 reports of the
University of Maine as a maximum. 'The
precise number to be printed is to be de-
termined by the Governor and Couneil,
but 1500 is the maximum. The other print-
ing authorized for the university comes
in by implication and inference, and some
think, by a strained inference, and is

ing. "The report of the trustecs of the
umverelty, of which 1500 is the muximum
that may be printed if the Governor says
so, is the main thing. Everything else is
incidental. Now, during the year 1904 the
university, without any authority from
the Governor and Council, in violation of
law, went up to the limit of 1500 reports
printed, and also added 1000 reports in
addition, which may have been the report
of the Experiment Station, to which the
senator from Penobscot refers in his
amendment, and the total expense for the
State of Maine for 1904 for those reports
which were the main thing authorized by
statute, and the only thing expressly au-
thorized by the statute, the total was
$827.63. I now call the attention of the
Senate to the aggregate of the minor or
miscellaneous printing which the State
would naturally expect would be a small-
er amount than the total for the main
thing; and the first thing I find is 3000 cat-
alogues, known as the long catalogue,
amounting to $451, 2000 short catalogues,
ameunting to $189. These itemms amount-
ing to $640, and I also find 151,000 bulletins
issued by the university and by the RBx-
periment Station at an expense to the
State of about %2100, and odds and ends
amounting to $100 more in round num-
bers, making the precise total cost to the
State for the university printing for 1904,
$2A52.28.

Now I can perfectly understand how the
university desires to hold on to that
“snap;”’ but the question which occurs to
me is, Where the State of Maine comes
in? And I inquire of the senator from
Penobscot, On what reasonable grounds,
from the point of view of the State, the
total apprepriation for the university
should not be limited to a fixed and defi-
nite sum of money.

Mr. STETSON: I will answer that the
appropriations that have beeun made to
the Tniversity of Maine were made with
the understanding that the laws are as
they are on the statute books, which pro-
vide for the printing to be done outside
the appropriation, and the amount of the
appropriation was made by the commit-
tees 'with a competent understanding of
the-laws of the State.

Mr. POTTER: The senator has evaded
my general question as I supposed he
would. I think it was Napoleon who said
that right was on the side of the heaviest
battalions. I am inclined to think the
senator from Penobscot may be right in
that sense, but that he is right in any
other sense I deny—but I will not take
the time of the Senate further.

The PRESIDENT: The Chair would
like to know If the senator from Cumber-
land’s position is that the university
ought to pay for its printing out of its
own approbriation, and not out of the ap-
propriation for printing?

Mr. POTTER: My general position is
that there should he an appropriation,
special or general, from the State, ~: hich
should include all demands of the univer-
~ity on the State. its printing as much as
anything else. And my proposition to the
senator a few days ago which he declined
was that he irclade for this vear and
next yvear an appropriation for a reason-
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able sum—a definite figure—out of the
general printing appropriation to cover
reasonable printing for the two years.

Mr. STETSON: I would kindly ask the
senator from Cumberland to explain his
position. My position was that the appro-
priation for printing should not come out
of the definite appropriation made for
tuition and instruction.

The question being upon the adoption of
Senate amendment ““A” the vote was tak-
e¢n, resulting in the acceptance of the
amendment.

Thereupon the bill was received for its
second reading, and assigned for consider-
ation tomorrow at 10 o’clock.

Orr motion of Mr. Clark of Hancock,
House document 139, bill to incorporate
the Trinitarian Parish of Castine, was
taken from the table. On further motion
by the same senator Senate document
“A” was adopted; and the hill as amended
was passed to be engrossed.

On motion by the same senator, House
document 127, bill to provide for represen-
tation of State of Maine at the Lewis and
Clark and Jamestown Expositions, were
taken from the table, and on further mo-
tion by the same senator were recommit-
ted to the committee on federal reia-
tions.

On motion by the same senator, resolve
and communication from the governor of
Virginia, relative to representation of the
State of Maine at the Jamestown Expo-
sition, was taken from the table, and
on further motion by the same senator
was recommitted to the committee on
federal relations.

Report of the committee on legislative
hearings, reporting bill advertising hear-
ings before legislative committees, was
taken from the table on motion by Mr.
Clark of Hancock, the same being an or-
der by special assignment.

Mr. CL.ARK of Hancock: Mr. Presi-
dent, this matter was tabled on motion
by Senatcr Shaw of Sagadahoc, who tele-
phoned me asking if I would not have it
put over until he could be present.

On motion by the same senator the re-
port and bill were tabled.

The joint order passed by the Senate,
March 15, as follows—*‘Ordered, the House
concurring, that the report of the com-
mittee on inland fisheries and game
‘ought not to pass’ on bill, ‘An Act to
amend Section 1, Chapter 201, of the Pri-
vate and special Laws of 1903, relating
to the protection of deer in the counties
of Iennebec, Knox, Waldo and Lincoln,
he taken from thbe files and laid before
the Senate.’” was returned from the
House, that branch having concurred in
the passage of the order.

On motion by Mr. Morse of Waldo, the
Senate reconsidered the vote whereby the
report of the committee “ought not to
pass’” on the foregoing matter was ac-
cepted. On further motion by the same
senator the bill was substituted for the
repert. The bill thereupon took its first
reading, and on further motion by the
sarae senator took its second reading un-
der suspension of the rules, and was
passad to be engrossed.

The PRESIDENT: The Chair would in-

quire of the senator from Waldo if the
action just taken is agreed to by all of
the delegations interested.

Mr. MORSE: It was, Mr. Fresident,
and I would like to make a word of ex-
planation. Hearings in this matter were
advertised, and it was agreed that the
matter shouvld be referred to the commit-
tee on inland fisheries and game. No one
appeared at the hearing, and the com-
mittee consequently had a right to as-
sume that the county delegations could
r}_odt agree, and hence they acted as they
did.

Mr., PHILOON of Androscoggin: Mr.
President, I have tried frequently as you
know to have House bill No. 352, which
was tabled by Senator Clark on the 10th
of March, taken from the table; and I
would inquire if the senator is willing
that the matter should be taken from the
table and considered at this time.

Mr. CLARK of Hancock: I will say,
Mr. President, that I have becn unable to
look into the matter, or even to see the
bill, and T would like an opportunity to
look into it, as it carries $20,000.

Mr. PHILOON: Will the senator assign
a day for its consideration?

House document 332 was assigned for
special consideration for Tuesday of next
week.

On motion by Mr. Irving of Aroostook,
the Senate adjourned to meet on Friday,
March 17, 1905, at 10 o’clock in the fore-
noon,



