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SENATE.

Tuesday, March 24, 1903.

Senate met according to adjourn-
ment, and was called to order by the
President.

Praver by the Rev. Mr. Cashmore of
Gardiner.

Journal of the previous session read
and approved.

Papers from the House disposed of
in concurrence.

Read and Assigned.

An Act relative to actions for libel
and slander.

An Act to abolish the issuing of
separate executions for costs by dis-
closure commissioners.

An Act for the protection of shore

birds. On motion by Mr. Bryant of
Scmerset, this bill was indefinitely
postponed.

An Act to prohibit the use of any
kind of horns, cow bells or other bells,
cymbals, or tambourines, in hunting
wild animals in the county of Han-

cock. On motion by Mr. Clark of
Hancock, this bill was indefinitely
postponed.

Passed to be Engrossed.

Resolve in favor of Joseph Mitchell,
Jr., Representative of the Penobscot
Tribe of Indians.

Resolve in favor of Louis T. Mit-
chell, Representative of the Passama-
quoddy Tribe of Indians.

An Act to repeal so much of Chap-
ter 30 of the Revised Statutes, as
amended by Chapter 42, Section 5 of
the laws of 1899, and as amended Dby
Chapter 379 of the Private and Special
Laws of 1901, as prohibits fishing
through the ice of Palmer pond, so
called, in the county of Somerset.

An Act to extend the time during
which the tolls granted the Bangor
Bridge Company shall continue,
(House amendment A adopted in con-
currence).

Resolve laying a tax on the countics
of the State for the years 1303 and
1904, (Senate amendment A adopted).

An Act relating to defense of ac-
tions brought against administrators
and executors. :

An Act relating to bonds given by
collectors of taxes.

An Act to authorize the town of
York to construct and maintain sew-
ers in said town.

An Act relating to the municipal
court for the city of Lewiston. (House
amendment A adopted in concur-
rence).

An Act to amend Sections 17 and 19
of Chapter 105 of the Private and
Special Laws of 1861, relating to the
election of mayor, aldermen, common
councilmen, wardens and ward clerks,
in the city of Lewiston.

An Act in relation to lime and lime
casks.

An Act relating to the powers and

duties of administrators de bonis
nen.
An Act to incorporate the Naples

Water Company.
An Act relating to Political Cau-
cuses. ‘
An Act to extend the powers of the

Union River Light, Gas and Power
Company.

An Act to provide for the assess-
ment and expenditure of the income
arising from the permanent school

fund in certain towns.

An Act to amend Section 100 of
Chapter 47 of the Revised Statutes as
amended by Chapter 161 of the Pub-
lic Laws of 1895 relating to the in-
vestment of funds of savings banks.

An Act to permit the Longweod Real
Estate Company to consgtruct a wharf
in Long lake, in the town of Naples,

Resclve in favor of the town of
Jackson.

Resolve in favor ot Lee Normal
Academy.

Resolve in favor of Norcross Trans-
portation Company.

Resolve in favor of the c¢ity of
Eastport.

Resolve in relation to early York
deeds.

An Act to amend Chapter 51 of the

Revised Statutes relating to duties of
railroad commissioners.
An Act to extend the time of con-
struction of the Boohtbay Railroad.
An Act to grant additional powers to
the Auburn, Mechanic Falls and Nor-
way Street Railway.
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An Act to incorporate the Maine
Coast Telephone Company.

An Act to amend the charter of the
Augusta Trust Company.

An Act to incorporate the Ashland
Trust Company.

An Act to incorporate the
Fogg Trust Company.

An Act to amend Section 10 of Chap-
ter 19 of the Revised Statutes relating
tp law of the road.

An Act to close Cupsuptic river and
its tributaries to all fishing above the
foot of First falls, near its mouth.

An Act to regulate fishing in the
tributaries of Wilson lake in Wilton in
the county of Franklin.

An Act to authorize the navigation,
by steam or electricity, of Range
ponds in the town of Poland.

An Act to repeal so much of Chap-
ter 30 of the Revised  Statutes, as
amended by Section 5 of Chapter 42
of the Public Laws of 1899, and as
amended by Chapter 379 of the Private
end Special Laws of 1901, as closes
QOaks pond, in Cornville, to ice fishing.

An Act to prohibit the throwing of
sawdust and other refuse into Norton,
Brown or Heath brooks or their
tributaries in the towns of Shapleigh
and Limerick,

An Act to amend Section 11 of
Chapter 30 of the Revised Statutes as
amended by Chapter 42 of the Public
Laws of 1839 and as amended by
Chapter 258 of the Public Laws of 1901,
relating to close time for game birds.

An Act to protect smelts during
their spawning season in the tribu-
taries of the Damariscotta river.

An Act to amend Section 48 of Chap-
ter 284 of the Public Laws of 18)1 en-
titled an act to consolidate and sim-
plify the laws pertaining to sea and
shore fisheries as contained in Chap-
ter 40 of the Revised Statutes and in
amendments and additions thereto.

An Act to amend Chapter 279 of the
Public L.aws of 1897, as amended by
Chapter 240 of the Public Laws of
1901, relating to the packing of sar-
dines.

Resolve waiving a forfeiture of the
public lots in the north half of town-
ship Number Four, Hancock county,
north division.

Tyler-

An Act prohibiting the use of boats
or launches of any kind propelled by
steam, naphtha, gasoline or electricity,
in the waters of Frenchman’'s Bay, so
called on the coast of Maine,

An Act f{o prohibit ice fishing in
Lake Webb or Weld pond so called in
the town of Weld, county of Franklin.

An Act to prohibit the dumping of
herring and all fish offal in the waters
of Jonesport and Addison.

An Act to legalize the acts and do-

ings of Nashville Plantation, Aroos-
took county.
An Act to incorporate the Brooks

Village Corporation.

An Act for the protection of deer
and moose in the county of Sagadahoc.

An Act to amend Chapter 174 of
the Public Laws of 1901, relating to
franchise tax on sleeping and palace
cars.

An Act authorizing Bion M. Pike to
maintain and extend a wharf into the
tide waters of Jackson bay in the town
of T.ubec and county of Washington.
(Introduced under suspension of the
rules, and without reference or print-
ing, took its several readings, and was
passed to be engrossed.)

An Act authorizing Bion M. Pike to
extend a wharf into the harbor line in
the tide waters of Lubec Narrows in
the town of Lubec, county of Wash-
ington. (Introduced under suspension
of the rules by Mr. Pike of Washing-
ton, and without reference or print-
ing took its several readings and was
passed to be engrossed.)

Resolve in favor of electric lighting
plant for Maine State prison.

An Act to amend Chapter 11 of the
Public Laws of 1887, as amended by
Chapter 44 of the Public Laws of
1899, authorizing cities and towns to

accept legacies, devises and Dbe-
quests.
An Act to amend Sections £ and 116

of Chapter 48 of the Revised Statutes
relating to corporations. (Subsequent-
ly, the vote whereby this bill was
passed to be engrossed, was recon-
sidered on motion by Mr. Wing of
Androscoggin, and on his further mo-
tion, the bill was laid on the table.)
An Act to amend Chapter 174 of the
Public Laws of 1901, relating to a
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franchise tax on sleeping and palace
cars.

An Act relating to the new iron
bridge over the Presumpscot river in
the town of Falmouth.

The following communications were
received and referred:
To the President of the

Speaker of the House:

I have the honor to herewith trans-
mit the 30th Report of the Libhrarian
of the Maine State Library.

Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
A, 1. BROWN,
Deputy Secretary of State,
which was referred to the Committee
on Library.

To the President of the
Speaker of the House:
I have the honor to transmit here-

with reports of Trustees and Principal

of the Maine School for the Deaf.
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
A. I. BROWN,

Deputy Secretary of State.
which was referred to the Committee
on Appropriations and Financial Af-
fairs.

To the President of the
Speaker of the House:
I have the honor to transmit here-

with communication from the De-

partment of State of the State of

Washington, relating to a convention

for the purpose of amending the Con-

stitution of the United States of

America.

Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
A, I. BROWN,
Deputy Secretary cf State.
which was referred to the Committee
on Revision of the Statutes.

The following bills, etc.,, were pre-
sented, and referred, under suspension
of the rules.

Appropriations and Financial Affairs.

By Mr. Libby of Kennehec, Resolve
in favor of C. C. Libby, chairman of
the Committee on Education to defray
expenses of committee and Legislative
members to University of Maine.

By Mr. Pierce of Aroostook,

Senate and

Senate and

Senate and

Re-

solve in favor of the Maine State IL.l-
brary.

By Mr. Stetson of Penobscot,
goive in favor of Drew Plantation.

Orders.
By Mr. Buck of Hancock: Ordered,
the House concurring that the report

of the Commitiee on Legal Affairs on
Bill, An Act to amend Chapter 26 of

Re-

the Revised Statutes, ought not to
rass, be taken from the table, and re-
committed to the committee. The or-

der was passed.
Reports of Committees.

Mr. Bryant for the committee on
Appropriations and Financial Affairs,
on Resolve in favor of the Maine
State Library, reported same ought
not to pass. Report accepted.

The same senator, for the same com-
mittge, on Resolve in favor of Eastern
Maine General Hospital, reported same
ought not to pass. On motion by Mr,
Stetson of Penobscot, this resolve
pending the acceptance of the report,
was laid on the table, and specially
assigned for tomorrow  for con-
sideration.

Mr. Burns, for the same comrmmittee,
on Resolve in favor of Bangor Chil-
dren’s Home, reported same ought not
to pass. On motion by Mr. Stetson of
Penobscot, pending the acceptance of
the report, this resolve was laid on
ihe table and specially assigned for
tomorrow.

Mr. Rankin, for the same com-
mittee, on order providing extra com-
pensation for Senate stenographer, re-
ported same ought not to pass. On mo-
tion by Mr. Goodwin of Somerset,
prending the acceptance of the report,
this resolve was laid on the table.

The same senator for the same com-
mittee, on resolve in relation to the
publication and distribution of the Re-
viged Statutes, reported same ought to
pass. Report accepted. Bill tabled
for printing under the joint rules.

Mr. Burns, for the same committee,
on resolve in favor of Castine State
Normal School, reported same ought
to pass. Report accepted.

The same senator for the same com-
mittee, on resolve in favor of elec-
tric light plant of the Maine State
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prison, reported same ought to pass.
Report accepted. Bill took its several
readings under suspension of the rules,
and was passed to be engrossed.

The following joint standing comn-
mittees submitted their final report,
that they have acted on all matters
referred to them.

Committee on counties.

Committee on taxation.

Committee on interior waters.

Committee on public buildings and
grounds.

Mr. Morrison for the committee on
military affairs, on resolve in favor
of George . Gaddis of kinst Machias,
reported ought to pass. Report ac-
cepted. Under Rule 18 ithis was re-
ferred to the committee on appropria-
tions and financial affairs.

Mr. Bryant for the Somerset Coun-
ty Delegation, on bill, An Act to
amend Chapter 485 of the Private, and
Special Laws of 1901, establishing a
municipal court in the town of Skow-
hegan, repcerted same ought not to
rass. Report accepted.

Bills Passed to be Enacted and Resolves
Finally Passed.

An Act to amend Chap:er 143 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1887, en-
titled ““An Act to incorporate the Cum-
berland Illuminating Company.”

An Act to amend Chapter 3, Section
by, Paragraph 12, of the Revised Stat-
utes, relating to dealers in old junk.

An Act in relation to the discharge
of debtors in cases now pending in in-
solvent courts.

An Act to change the name of the
State Reform School.

An Act to amend Section 57 of Chap-
ter 11 of Revised Statutes, as amend-
ed by Chapter 211 of the Public Laws
cf 1901, relating to school house lots
and grounds.

An Act to incorporate the Hillside
‘Water Company.

An Act in relation to the Ellsworth
municipal court.

An Act to incorporate the
Harbor Water Company.

An Act authorizing the town of Fort
Fairfield to make a loan.

An Act additional to Chavter 16 of
the Revised Statutes, relating to
public drains and sewers.

Sullivan

An Act to amend an act to establish
a municipal court for the town of
Brunswick.

An Act to amend Chapter 86 of the
Revised Statutes, relating to trustee
process.,

An Act authorizing the town of
Madison to purchase with the town of
Anson in the county of Somerset the
Norridgewock Falls bridge.

An Act to amend the charter of the
Bar Harbor Banking and Trust Com-
pany.

An Act to renew and extend the
charter of the Boothbay Harbor Bank-
ing Company.

An Act to amend and extend the
charter of the Waldo Trust Company.

An Act to incorporate the Maine and
New Hampshire Railroad.

An Act to amend Section % of Chap-
ter 103 of the Public Laws of 1895, re-
lating to telegraph and telephone com-
panies.

An Act relating to the franchise
rights and privileges of the Milbridge
& Cherryfield Electric Railroad Com-
pany.

An Act to incorporate the Jonesport
Railway Company.

An Act to prohibit gpitting upon the
floors of street cars.

An Act to extend the charter of the
Eastport Street Railway Company.

An Act to incorporate the Washing-
ton Telephone Company.

An Act to repeal so much of Chap-
ter 30 of the Revised Statutes as
amended by Section 5 of Chapter 42 of
the Public L.aws of 1899, as prohibits
fishing through the ice in Dexter pond,
in Dexter, Penobhscot county.

An Act to amend Section 1 of Chap-
ter 329 of the Private and Special Laws
of 1901 relating to ice fishing in certain
lakes and ponds in Kennebec county.

An Act to prevent the throwing of
sawdust and other refuse matter into
Half Moon stream or Sandy stream or
any of the tributaries to Unity pond, in
the county of Waldn,

An Act to prevent the destruction of
smelts in the waters of towns of Lubec
and Trescott in the county of Wash-
ington.

An Act regulating fishing in Quimby
pond in the county of Franklin.
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Arn Act to regulate fishing in Kenne-
bago lake and other lakes and ponds
and their tributaries, in Franklin coun-
ty.

An Act to authorize the navigation,
by steam, of Eagle lake and the con-
necting lakes, in the county of Aroos-
took.

An Act to fix the beginning of the
open geason for fishing in Sebago lake,
in Cumberland county.

An Act to repeal so much of Chapter
30 of the Revised Statutes, as amended
by Chapter 42 of the Publci Laws of
1899, as prohibits fishing in Goodwin
brook, and Higgins stream above the
first dam, tributaries to Moose pond, in
Somerset county.

An Act to prohibit bait fishing, so
called, in certain portions of the Ma-
galloway river and its tributaries and
in various ponds in Oxford county.

An Act to amend Section 1 of Chap-
ter 172 of the Private and Special Laws
of 1899, relating to lobster traps in Pig-
eon Hill bay.

An Act to extend and amend the
charter of the Bangor Loan and Trust
Company.

An Act to incorporate the Liee Tele-
phone Company.

An Act to provide for the protection
of deer on the island of Mount Desert.

An Act to incorporate the Winter-
port, Frankfort and Prospect Electric
Railway.

An Act to establish the Lubec &
Machias Railway Company.

An Act to amend the charter of the
Tnion BDocm Commpany.

An Act to extend the charter of the
Sebnsticook Manufacturing and Power
Company.

An Act te authorize the Kennebec
Log Driving Company to maintain
piers and hooms in the Kennebec river
above the Augusta dam.

An Act to authorize the Norcross
Treneportation Company to erect
buoys in certain waters of the West
Branch of the Penobscot river.

AN Act to incorporate the Fish River
Improvement Company.

An Act to authorize John M. Jewell
to erect and maintain a dam across the
Sebhasticook river in the town of Clin-
ton.

An Act to incorporate the Andros-
coggin Log Driving Company.

An Act to incorporate the Buckfield
Water, Power and Electric Light Com-
pany.

An Act to amend the charter of the
Moose River Log Driving Company.

An Act to incorporate the South
Branch Moose River Dam Company.

An Act to authorize the Boston Ex-
celsior Company to locate piers and
booms in the Sebec river.

An Act to incorporate the Ferguson
Stream Improvement Company.

An Act to incorporate the Ellis River
Improvement Company.

An Act to amend an act entitled “An
Act to incorporate the Machias Log
Driving Company,” approved April 8th,
1854.

An Act to authorize Edward J. Mayo
and his assigns to maintain a whart
in Sebec lake.

An Act to incorporate the Waterville
and Winslow Bridge Company.

An Act to amend Section 185 of the
Public Laws of 1901, relating to tru-
ants.

An Act to repeal so much of Chapter
30 of the Revised Statutes as amended
by Section 5 of Chapter 42 of the Pub-
lic Laws of 1899, as prohibits fishing
through the ice in Indian pond, situa-
ted partly in Franklin and party in
Somerset county.

Resolve in aid of Caratunk for re-
pairing road from Caratunk Village to
Pleasant pond in said plantation.

Resolve in favor of the Bangor Chil-
dren’s Home.

Resolve in favor of Edmund C. Bry-
ant, chairman of the committee on Re-~
form School.

Resolve for an appropriation for the
preservation of the remains of Fort
William Henry, now the property of
the State of Maine.

Resolve in favor of the Madawaska
Training School.

Resolve in favor of the Bar Harhor
Medical and Surgical Hospital.

Resolve in favor of the Saint Eliza-
heth’s Roman Catholic Orphan Asylum
of Portland.

Resolve in favor of the town of Mos-
cCow.

Resolve in favor of the committee on
Maine State prison.
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Resolve in favor of Knox County
General Hospital,

Resolve providing for the topographic
and geological survey for the years 1903
and 1904 and for extending its work to
include hydrography.

Resolve in favor of a Maine soldiers®
monument at the .Andersonville,
Georgia, National cemetery.

Resolve in favor of the Maine In-
dustrial School for Girls.

Resolve in favor of Passamaquoddy
tribe of Indians for the completion of
a new church at Pleasant Point, in the
town of Perry.

Resolve in favor of the Farmington
State Normal School.

Resolve in favor of the town of ls-
land Falls.

Resolve to aid in repairing roads in
Jerusalem plantation.

Resolve in favor of the town
tal.

Resolve in favor of George B. Has-
kell, Jacob R. Little and Stephen J.
Kelley, in payments of witnesses’, mag-
istrates’ and officers’ fees and dis-
bursements made by them in the city
of Lewiston contested election case.

Resolve in favor of . C. Libby,
chairman of the committee on educa-
tion.

Resolve in favor of the Maine Gen-
eral Hospital.

.Resolve in favor of the Maine Home
for Friendless Boys.

Resolve in favor of rabuilding the
house of the Sisters of Mercy at Peter
Dana’s Point, within the jurisdiction
of the Pasasmaquoddy tribe of Indians.
. Resolve for an appropriation for the
use of the commissioner of sea and
shore fisheries.

Orders of the Day.

On motion by Mr. Stetson of Penob-
scot, House Document No. 39, An Act
to set off a part of Reed plantation and
annex the same to Drew plantation,
with accompanying reports was taken
from the table. On further motion by
the same senator, the majority report
ought to pass, was accepted. On fur-
ther motion by the same senator Senate
amendment A was adopted, and the bill
as amended took its several readings,
and was passed to be engrossed.

of Crys-

On motion by Mr. Gardner of Penob-
scot, bill, An Act relating to the elec-
tion of superintendent of schools, was
taken from the table, and on further
motion by the same senator, the bill
was indefinitely postponed.

On motion by Mr. Clark of Hancock,
House Document 392, An Act to regu-
late the taking of black bass from wa-
ters lying wholly or in part in the
county of Hancock, was taken from the
table; and, on further motion by the
same senator, Senate amendment A
was adopted, and under suspension of
the rules, took its second reading, and
was passed to be engrossed.

On motion by the same senator, the
vote whereby the House document 509
was passed to be engrossed, was re-
considered, and on his further motion,
the same was laid on the table.

On motion by Mr. Manley of Kenne-
ber, the vote whereby House Docu-
ment 487, relating to sea shore birds
was indefinitely postponed, was recon-
sidered, and on his further motion, the
bill was laid on the table.

On motion by Mr. Goodwin of Somer-
set, the bill, to repeal Section 28, Chap-
ter 6, Revised Statutes, in relation to
taxation of corporations, assigned for
today, was re-assigned for considera-
tion, tomorrow.

On motion by the same senator, re-
ports. committee on taxation, major-
ity, ought not to pass, minority ocught
to pass, on bkill relating to scheol funds
derived from savings bank tax, were
laid on the table.

On motion by Mr. Staples of Knox,
reports of committee on judiciary, on
bill to incorporate the Messalonskee
FElectric Company was postponed to a
later hour of this session for consid-
eration,

Report, committee on taxation, on
bill providing for taxation of railroad
companies according to cash value
(ought not to pass), came up for con-
sideration by special assignment.

Mr. STAPLES of Knox: Mr. Presi-
dent, This matter of the taxation cf
railroads according to the true value
appears to me to be one of the most
important measures that has come be-
fore the Senate this winter. The ques-
tion of taxation is agitating the minds
of the people, today, more than it has
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for 20 years. I think you will agree
with me that there is nothing unfair
or unjust in the bill. We have sat
here day after day, and I have heard
of but one bill that tended to increase
the revenue of the State. If you lock
at the report of the finance committee,
you will find you are $500 or $600 be-
yond the income of the State. There
is no state in the Union that taxes the
railroads so little as the State of Maine,
In Michigan they tax railroads upon
their cash value, and in the last year
that state has raised in revenue 3$300,-
000. This bill is framed almost word
for word with the Michigan bill which
has worked so admirably in that state.
You are all aware that the railroads of
the State which comprise about 377,-
009,000, are only paying one-half of 1
per cent. upon their gross receipts--
while property of the State of Maine is
taxed upon its value—or the most of it.
This places the whole taxation of rail-
roads in the hands of the State asses-
sors. In this bill it is provided as in
the State of Michigan that the tax
when assessed and collected shall be
paid to the State treasurer, and he
shall divide the same into two equal
parts, half of which shall remain in
the treasury for the benefit of the
schools of the State, ete. Is there any
reason why the railroad property of the
State of Maine should not pay a tax
equal to that of other vroperty in the
State of Maine. If there is any reason,
I would like to know it. In Iowa it is
taxed the same as other proerty. In
Illinois it is taxed on the mileage, and
taxed locally. Indiana taxes rajlroad
property according to municipal rates.
In New Hampshire it is taxed the same
as other property. In New York it ine
1% vper cent. on the gross value. In
Rhode Island it is taxed the same as
other property. It does not seem to me
that there is any earthly reason why
the railroads of this State should be
exempt from taxation, any more than
the farmers. Suppose you taxed a
farmer today 1% per cent. on his gross
receipts—how much would you get. Is
it just and fair to tax the farmer and
mechanic as we do and tax the rail-
roads upon their gross receipts? I tell
yvou the people of this State are clam-
oring for equal taxation, and we hear

it everywhere. When this bill was sub-
mitted to the railroad committee, the
committee were favorably disposed ts-
ward it, but, for some reason or an-
other, they voted ought not to pass. I
have been a little surprised that men
who say that they represent the State
Grange have been opposed to all taxa-
tion that has come before the com-
mitiee on taxation. I deny that they
represent the Granges of the State of
Maine. I recollect, in the early part
of this session, when I had a bill In
here before the taxation committee to
tax stocks, that the man who repre-
sents ithe legislative committee of the
Grange, denied that the Grange was In
favor of it. I deny that these men

represent the Grange of the State
of Maine. And, in answer
to my friend, Mr. Alden, fhe

genater from Kennebec, when he ex-
plained his vote in relation to the arbi-
tration: policy, when he stated that the
granges of the State of Maine were
unanimous in favor of it, T deny it, as
a2 member of this grange. Do you
think vou dare to go to a subordinate
grange, a Pomona Grange of the State
of Maine, and tell them that you voted
to take away the right of trial by
jury? The Grange is a grand order,
doing a grand work, but I deny that
they are in favor of taking away that
right. If you make a conservative es-
timate of this matter, on a basis of 1 1-2
per cent., you would get a railroad tax
of $1,000,000. You don’t get, in the
whole State, today, but $324,000. At 1
per cent., you see what an immense
revenue it would be to the State of
Maine. We have got to raise some
revenue. Two years ago, there was a
compromise made and I want to say to
that legislative committee of the
Grange—and some of them were here
two vedrs ago—a compromise was
made and the senator from Kennebec,
who belongs' to the Grange, was onhe
who helped make it, and raised it one-
half: and the Grange seemed to he sat-
isfiled. What was the result? One of
the committee on taxation, who sits
now upon the floor of this Senate, who
has been laboring with them for four
vears, thought railroads should be tax-
ed equally with any other property.
'The kill which he presented, four years
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ago, would have given wus a vastly
greater revenue than we get today.
The Grange put in a bill, similar in
form, but giving us a much less reve-
nue. Why was that compromise
made? That compromise was made by
a member of the Grange who was a
member of the Maine Central Railroad.
Is there any property better adapted
and able to pay than the railroads?
Almost every other state in this union
taxes upon the only true principle of
taxation—that is, that they pay ac-
cording to their value. I believe in
equal taxation; and when we come in-
to thig Senate and find $77,000,000 of
property paying only one-half of one
per cent, upon the gross receipts, there
is something wrong. 1 plead with you
in this matter, as honest and honorable
men, kecause I do not believe there is
a man upon this floor but what wants
to do just what is right. There is
nothing which engenders discontent
among the people so muca as unequal
taxation. There is no politics in this,
but it is an act of exact justice; and I
move that the bill be subostituted for
ihe report, ought not to pass.

Mr. GARDNER of Penobscot: Mr.
President, I wish to say very briefly
that the committee on taxation consid-
ered this matter carefully, and in our
best judgment it was thought advisable
to continue the present method of tax-
ation on the income of the railroads.
I'will say here to the distinguished sen-
ator from Knox, that if there is any
partisanship in this, I had supposed, at
least that the party that he has the
Lonor to represent here in the Senate,
would at least champion the income
tax idea; and we can but say that the
present method of taxation in this
State is upon the income—as to the
right, T am not so c¢lear. 1 ean but sub-
stantiate his statement, and I could but
feel it as a personal allusion to my-
self, as to the action two ¥Jears ago. 1
will say that, so far as the roads were
concerned, the action of the Grange at
that session wasg somewhat of a disap-
pointment—the legislation being in the
nature of a compromise, whereas I
suppcsed they would come in for a
higher rate. DBut at present it seems
to continue the income tax on steam
railroads; and I trust the report of the

committee, ought not to pass, will be
upheld by the Senate.

Mr. STAPLES of Knox: Mr. Presi-
dent, I do not understand that the pol-
icy of the State of Maine is tax prop-
erty upon income. It never has been
until two years ago. If that has been
the policy, the sooner it is done away
with the better, so that they may be
taxed upon the cash value.

The question being put, upon the mo-
tion of the senator from Knox, that the
bill be substituted for the report, the
motion was lost. The report of the
committee, ought not to pass, was
thelfefore accepted.

Reports, committee on judiciary, ma-
jority ought to pass in new draft, mi-
nority ought not to pass, on bill to in-
corperate the Messalonskee Electric
Comrany, came up by assignment. The
pending question was upon joining on
the part of the Senate, a committee of
conference appointed on the part of the
House.

Mr. Goodwin of Somerset, moved
that the Senate recede from its former
action and concur with the House.

Mr. MORSE of Waldo: Mr. Presi-
dent, 1 wish to say just a few words in
relation to this matter before it is dis-

posed of. 'The question, as it appears
to me is: Where shall we fix and es-
tablish a just medium between the

rights of the old company at Water-
ville and the new company? If there
is room for increase of population in
Waterville and Hairfield, demanding
this increase of light and power—that
is one side of the question. If, on the
other hand, the old company can, and
are furnishing the people what is re-
quired and demanded—that is another.
After having been instructed quite gen-
erally by both sides who are here in
this matter, I have arrived at this con-
clusion, and I feel at liberty to express
it to my fellow senators. It seems to
me that this beautiful city of Water-
ville is growing—is prospering, and
that the town of Fairfield is very close-
ly cormnected with it. They are build-
ing there, and increasing their popula-
tion, and it seems to me that this new
company should have a right to live,
grow and prosper. It was very nhicely
brought out to my mind the other day
in a remark here, that this old com-
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pany, like many of these large corpo-
rations, had made an effort, at least,
to strangle, in some degree, this new
company, which it seems to me has a
right to live and to have a being. It
looked to me like a powerful organiza-
tion undertaking to drive out of exist-
ence a new company that has a right
to use its rights. We have got to draw
a line between these large interests
and the small interests—and 1 suggest
" that is a proper thing for us to do—we
are here for that purpose—to draw the
line between the two parties. Far be
it frcm me to want to interfere with
the vested rights of the old company.
They ought to be protected and I be-
lieve it as much as any man upon the
floor of this Senate; but I believe this,
too0, that we have young, enterprising
people who are looking for a place to
extend and grow, and that this great
public spirit which pervades the Amer-
ican reople should have a chance to
expand and build up—and we are glad
to see them do it. I dislike veryv much
those influences that reach out to hin-
der a young man who has the ability
to come to the front. I believe in
equal rights to all men. In 1862 it
chanced to be my fortune to be in Ha-
vana, Cuba. If you will recollect, gen-
tlemen, some of you, who are old
enough, there was a very unpleasant
matter thrust upon the people at that
time—and there. in that beautiful har-
bor, I discovered the first rebel flag that
I saw flying, the small vessels that
came in there loaded with cotton, run-
ning the blockade. It was there that
_ I felt the first indignity that had been
thrust upon the American people as a
free people. I came from there and
immediately went into the service,
where 1 remained until 1862, and 2
portion of 1863, and I went in prompted by
that spirit of freedom and equality, not
only for the colored man but for all men.
T was not alone. I did what I could. Sev-
enty-two thousand noble men from the
State of Maine did the same thing—that
same spirit is among us today, and if you
reach out you will find it. Seventy-two
thousand of those noble men went forth
for liberty, for union, for freedom, and
with others who responded from other
states they accomplished it; and, gentle-
ment, I stand here today as a representa-
tive c¢f those people, and believing in the
rights. Over eight thousand of that sev-
enty-two thousand that went forth to es-

tablish this right of freedom for all men,
never returned to this beautiful State of

Maine. Can we forget their memory? Can
we forget the cause for which they laid
down their lives? Gentlemen, I suggest
to you that this same spirit of freedom
ought to prevail everywhere in this coun-
try today, and that this great crisis that
seems to be facing the American people
today between labor and capital is among
us. Haven’t we seen the effect of it the
past winter? Shall we not continue to
look upon these things, and will they not
constantly he thrust upon us? I tell you,
gentlemen, we stand here to draw this
line of equality, justice and right between
these gigantic capitalists, and the common
people. 1 hope, gentlemen, that you will
see to it that no injustice is allowed to
come upon these young men who have
that American spirit of their fathers, to
give to these people not only what they
are getting now, but give them something
to work with, that they may grow, and
not stultify the interests of that beautiful
city of Waterville represented here by
raen of brains and culture, education and
everything that goes to make up a noble
manhood; and theyv are here pleading at
o}\)u‘ door and asking for help. Let us help
them.

Mr. GOODWIN of Somerset: Mr. Presi-
dent, and members of the Senate, I do
not want to take your time and to re-
hearse the arguments of the other side.
It has been stated to me that we were
mistaken in our position in regard to this
charter being asked for by the citizens of
Waterville; and the argument has been
made to the senators in this chamber that
this is not a popular measure in the city
of Walerville; and that there are many
people in that city who are opvosed to the
eranting of this new charter. Now, I be-
lieve that every senator in this body if
they were in a community that knew all
about the rights of the two existing com-
panies who came to the docrs of this Leg-
islature and asked for a certain thing,
that thiz Senate would grant it. There-
fore, Mr. President, I have prepared an
amendment to this charter, which at the
proper time I propose to offer; and I make
the preliminaty inquiry—if we recede and
concur, Mr. President, will the hill then be
bhefore the House for its first reading, or
amendment?

The PRESIDENT: The present status
of the bill is as follows: In the House
the report of the majority was accepted,
the ill took its three several readings and
was passed to be engrossed. In the Sen-
ate, the minority report was adopted,
“ought not to pass.” If the Senate should
recede and concur, the bill would then
take its first reading and the amendment
would then be in order after the first
reading of the bill. .

Mr. GOODWIN: Mr. President, 1 so
understood it. If the senators see fit_to
recede and concur I propose to offer this
amendment—that this charter shall not
take effect until approved by a two-thirds
vote of the legal voters of Waterville, vot-
ing at an election to be called and held
on the first Monday. of May,.lS)Oi)‘—the bal-
ance of the amendment provides the usual
method of registration, etc., upon the
question: Shall the Act to incorporate the
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Messalonskee Electric Company be ac-
cepted—the voters to indicate by placmg
a cross against the word ‘““Yes’ or ‘“No,
their opinion of the same—so that the ef-
fect of this amendment is to refer back to
the citizens of Waterville itself—and we
do not ask you to allow a majority of
those citizens to decide this important
question—as you ask in all of your water
charters, all all other charters that you
grant in this session of the Legislature--
but we say to you senators that unless
two-thirds of the people of the city of Wa-
terville ask for this charter, the charter
shall be of no avail-and where is the
senator in this body who says that is noz
a fair and honorable proposition? It seems
to me so honorable and fair that there can
be but one gquestion in regard to it—and
when you vote to recede and concur, gen-
tlemen, vou vote practically upon this
proposition, to allow the people of Water-
ville, hy a two-thirds vote, 1o say whether
this charter shall go into operation or not.
They know the situation. They know how
this company came into that city to do
business, and they know whether the
rights of the old company are to be tram-
pled upon by the granting of this charter.
And now let me say right here iu reply to
that, the strongest reason or argument
that strikes every fair-minded man is that
it the old company attempted at one tine
to do wrong, and these young men, at the
solicitation of their citizens and of the city
government. invested their :money there in
that plant and not in there to do business,
that the yvoung men are not at fault. The
citizens themselves are not at fault—-put
the old company, the old company that
put its rates almost twice into the air, is
responsible solely for the new company be-
ing in there. There is no senator in this
chamber who bas a deeper and more pro-
found respeczt for vested rights than I
have. I believe I should object Lo a new
company coming into the city where there
was an vld company established unless
there were grave reasons for that new
company heing allowed in there; but that
is not this case. We have this new com-
pany in the city, doing business now, as
a firm. 'They went in there in May, 1901.
They put in $65,000 of their money at the
request of ihe citizens and the city gov-
ernment, and now after two years they
ask to he incorporated. You are protect-
ing vested rights when you vote (o grant
this charter to the new company, for their
$65.000 which they have invested since
May. 1901, is today just as much a vested
right as the property and money invest-
ed by the old company. Is there any
donbt in the mind of any senator in this
chamber that the old company did rais:
their rates, and afterwards take them
back?

I read to you from their circular of
April 29, 1901, the last time this question
was debated, showing that the old compa-
ny raised their rates. I read rfrom the
company’s circular of June 7th where they
withdrew their rates after they found the
new company had come into the city and
had made contracts with the ¢ity and with
individuals of the city in order to meet
the requests of the citizens; and since

that time something which I did not have
at the time of the discussion, I have here
in the Waterville Mail of Saturday, June
29. 190i. The company raised their rates
on April 29, 1901, two mcenths before this
explanation was offered by the manager
of the old company, and two months af-
ter Mr. Eaton and Mr. Wyman had come
into the city and made their contracts
with the citizens and the city government
to light the city for a period of five yearvs.
Bear in mind the order of it. The old
company raised their rates April 29, by
that circular. Eaton and his company
came in and made the contracts; then, on
June 29th, this is what the manager of
the old company says in regard to his po-
sition. The article is headed ‘“Electricity
Supplied.”” Superintendent Patterson of
the W. & F. Co., talks for publication. In
this article the superintendent of the old
company says: ‘“‘On April 29th last, a cir-
cular letter (which is this one which I
hold in my hand) was sent to customers
of the Fairfield and Waterville Union Gas
and Electric Company which was intended@
from the statement on the first page, for
the purpose of placing rates and placing
business on a basis which shall be just
to smalil or large contractors for electric-
ity. power, etc. Such being the declared
interition of the companies one is very
much surprised to find that the rates pro-~
posed would have accomplished exactly
the opposite results. The superintendent
of the old company who made the rates
states in his explanation that one is very
much surprigsed that those new rates
which their company had established
would have accomplished exactly the op-
posite result—that is, would have raised
them much higher than they would have
expected. The only explanation which can
be given for disregarding the first prinei-
sies, ete., they didn't fully understand
how to carry out their expressed inten-
tions. “We therefore (the old company)
say that we feel that we owe our patrons
and the public generally an explanation
and apology for the niistake that was thus
made.”” 'The old company stands up in
public and says, after Mr. Eaton and Mr.
Wyman had come into the city and made
arrangements to invest their $560,000 or $75,-
000, that therefore they feel that ““we owe
our patrons and the public generally an
explanation and apology for the mistake
that was thus unwisely made.”

Myr. WING of Androscoggin: Who is
that from?

Mr., GOODYWIN: Mr. Patterson.

Mr., WING: Does he sign it?

Mr. GOODWIN: It is not signed.
simply in quotation marks.

Now the old company have reduced its
rates by circular on April 29th, and Eaton
and Wyman have come into the city and
invested this capital-~the old company
goes to work on June 29th and by another
circular letter withdraws those rates and
then malikes the statement I have rcad in
a public newspaper. Action similar to that
provided for in this bill has been taken in
relation to other interests during this
session of the Legislature, so that it is not
without parallel, I ask you, in all fair-
ness, to leave this to the people of Wa-

It is



LEGISLATIVE RECORD —SENATE, MARCH 24. 561

terville. If there are those In this cham-
ber who feel that a two-thirds vote is too
small, I stand here deliberately and say
we will make it a three-quarters vote if
you ask for it. If all the people of Water-
vilie demanded this, would you still turn
them down? If you say a nine-tenths vote
we will take it. Are we to stand against
the unanimous vote of any people? When
we get to that point, we have absolutely
taken from the people the right of govern-
ment and invested it in an oligarchy. The
liberty of the country itself is at stake
in the principle involved. You say it is a
local matter. The leading Republican pa-
per west of Lewiston says of it: “It is to
be hoped that the Maine Senate will yield
to the stand which the House has taken in
the Waterville electric matter.”” The peo-
ple of Portland felt it keenly enough when
the law prevented a new electric light
company from entering the city; and the
Senate is refusing sanclion to a service
that already has the approval of the State.
Wheraver this matter has been discussed
in the papers it has been universally de-
manded that the Senate should vield to the
renquest of the people of Waterville, and
not stand by, what we all know, if we are
true to ourseives, is the influence of the
mosl powerful corporation in the State of
Maine—the Maine Central Railroad. Now
I want also to present this other ame
ment which, if you insist upon it, I will
offer. I am going to put the Senate upoun
record, if possible, in refusing one of the
fairest propositions I can conceive of. The
bill provides that the Messalonskee Com-
pany may sell, distribute and supply clee-
tricity in the city of Waterville, the town
of Oakland, TFairfield, Benton and Wins-
low. Kuairfield, in my own county, has
been here with its representative citizens.
asking for the passage of this Act. Every
voter in that town interested in order to
get power to come into that town, so that
they can build their electric road—but 1
will strike out of this bill the towns of
Benton, IFairfield and Winslow, and will
offer this second amendment, which
strikes out those towns from the bill. so
that the charter of the new company will
not #liow them to go into my own county.
though my own people are praying for it
—not go into the big town of Benton, and
Winslow—but will reserve that territory
exclusively for the old company—and then,
ser:ators, what will be the effect of vour
Act? Simply to give to the Messalonskee
Company the right to do business where
they are already doing it in the city of
‘Waterville and in the village of Oakland.
Is there any fairer proposition we can
make? And, I say to the senators and to
the president, that when jou vote to re
cede and concur I shall immediately—if
you do, and T trust you will—I shall im-
mediately offer this amendment. There is
nothing of trickery about this. You can
vote Lo indefinitely postpone the bill at any
time; and T will ask now the unanimous
consant to call up the bill and propose
these amendments; and I ask unanimous
consent to take from the table the bill 1v-
ing there and offer these amendments to
the same

Mr. WING of Androscoggin: Mr. Pres-
ident, I object.

Mr. GOODWIN. There is objection, Mr.
Presgident; but if we will vote to recede
and concur, I still will offer these amend-
ments, leaving to two-thirds of the people
to say if they shall have this charter, and
striking out the towns of Benton, Fair-
field and Winslow. You can gag us on
the amendments, but you will never gag
the people of those three towns so but
what they will express their opinion some-
time and somehow, in the future or the
present.

Mr. WING of Androscoggin: Mr. Presi-
dent, I had supposed this matter had been
carefully considered and gone over tlior-
oughly—perhaps not fairly for the old
company, so called, but enough so that the
Senate understood the situation; but it
scems to he necessary to carefully prepare
apeeches to be delivered with great earn-
estness and force and great ability in or-
der to again bring this matter, which has
been decided twice adversely, to our con-
sideration. 1 realize that the time of day
is not tavorable for listening. It is a time
when men who are human prefer to go to
dinner and to say as the man said to a
tiresome after-dinner speaker, who usual-
I had na specech about him somewhere
that he could deliver on almost any sub-
ject, and who arose with a jaunty sort of

an air and said: “What shall I speak
about?’ The fellow who sat near him
had dined pretty well, and he said:

3

“8Speak about a minute. There are cer-
tain suggestions that I wish to make
about this matter, and the first is that
the pending guestion is whether we shall
recede and concur, or not. The amend-
ments are not in order until that vote is
determined. I trust the Senate will not
vole to recede and concur, but that it will
irsist on its previous action, which, so far
as [ know, has received the commendation
of every business mian in this State outside
of the coterie of gentlemcen who are per-
sonalliy and financially interested in this
project in Waterville. Now there comes
a proposition here that is plausible—to re-
fer this martter to the people of Water-
ville. We read that a certain plausible
gentleman at one time took our Saviour
up into the top of the mountains and
showed him the kingdoms of the Karth
and the glories thereof, and offered to give
them up to him—hut this same gentleman
did not have anything to give.

Mr., GOODWIN: I never assumed that
character.
Mr. WING' You never did?

Mr. GOOIDXWIN: No.

Afr., WING: 1 will simply say that there
are gentlemen in this Senate who have
heard the voice of the senator from Som-
erset raised in favor of incorporating a
body here at the last Legislature known
as the Bastern Telephone Company., Tor
the benetit of the people, and what be-
came of it? The people were compelled,
as a man stated they would be compelled,
to bear the entire burden of the public
gervice. Now. I do not think there is any
politice in this business. T do not think
there is a senalor from Kennebec county
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who would vote for any measure on ac-
count of politics or on account of fear,
and I shall consider it, and do consider it,
and make the suggestion in fairness io
the senators from Kennebec county, that
the suggestion that any such thing would
influence their vote on this business prop-
osition is a direct insult. Aliusion is made
to the Maine Central iobby. Gentlemen,
have you seen any more evidence of the
Maine Central lobby than you have of thsa
other lobby? It is any more dangerous to
have the lobby on the outside than it is
to have the lobby on the inside? Is not
the lobby on the inside to be more dreaded
than the lobby on the outside? When
leading State oflicials take a part in mat-
ters of this kind isn’t it as much an open
criticism as it is when respectable law-
vers are employed to take a part? Neither
one avails anything. The members of the
Senate have their attention called direct-
ly to the issue here by one side or the
other, but when they act they act upon
their own judgment and their own integ-
rity. Now 1 want to ask the gentlemen
of the Senate if they detect in this plaus-
ikle suggestion about the people of Water-
ville voting upon this propjosition, any-
thing wrong? What interest has Water-
ville got, sc far as you know, or have
heard from the senator from Somerset, in
the hetween $300,000 and $400.000 invested
capital in this company? Who represents
them and voteg in Waterville—$1500 of
these bonds are owned by Colby College.
Who votes for the widows and orphans
whose money is in the savings banks
where these bonds are? Who has oppor-
tunity to vote for them? Should not they
have @ voice in the matter? 1f you vote
to cut their property up root and branch,
shnuld not they be heard in the matter?
should not they have a voice in it? It
strikes me that is only a reasonable prop-
osition. Shall it go out that the State of
Msaine disregards a statute vpon its books
and grants o charter that shall annihiiat=
an existing corporation, whaere the bonds
and ownership of it exists in another ju-
rigdiction? When may we hope to have
further money brought here to deveiop
the resources of this great State when we
need it and where we need it, when will
it come and who will bring it. if the rights
of the people who have invested it ave dis-
regarded openly and boldly by the Legis-
lature? That is the question. Here 1is
the great county of Aroostook, as large as
the whole state of Massachusetts, full of
water powers where more towns and vil-
lages should be built up. Will money go
in there unless it is protected? Not at all.
Tt will Le placed elsewhere, We cannot
affordto vote down a proposition of this
kind. plausible though it may be, earnest-
1y though it may be sougat. We may
have sympathy, we may have friendship,
but we have no right, moral or legal, as
senators, to disregard our plain  duty.
Gentlemen, it is past 1 o’clock, and yvou
prefer to go to dinner rather than to hear
me talk upon this subject which has been
talked over and over and over again. I
hope when you vote it will be not to recede
and concur, but to insist upon our pres-
ent action.

Mr. GOODWIN: President, just omne
word. The vote is not to let a new com-
pany go into Waterville. The company 1s
already there. It has been there for twe
vears and it will continue to do business
as a partnership. The action of this Sen-
ate could have no effect upon the bonds,
because the new company will continue
to do business just the same. All we ask
is that we may have a corporation so that
we may issue stock and bonds to finance
our proposition.

The gquestion being put upon the motion
to recede and concur, the motion was lost,
10 voting in favor of the motion and 13
against the same..

On motion by Mr. Wing of Androscog-
ginu, the Senate then voted to insist, 12
voting in favor of said motion and nine
against the same.

The Chair appointed as a committee of
conference on the part of the Senate,
Messrs. Wing of Androscoggin, Stetson ot
Pcnobscot, and Hyde of Sagadahoc.

On motion of Mr. Goodwin of Somerset,
the Senate voted that the conferees on
the part of the Senate should be instructed
to present to the conferees on the part of
the House Senate amendments A and B.

The same senator further moved that
said conterees on the part of the Senate
should be instructed to present to the
conferees on the.part of the House Senate
amendments A and B with the statement
that they are an expression of the will
of the Senate. On this motion a yea and
nay vote was called for and ordered, and
the vote being taken resulted as follows:
Those voiing vea were Messrs. Burleigh,
Clark, Dudley, Gardner, Goodwin. Morse,
Pierce, Pike, Staples of Cumberland, Wil-
son—10. Those voting nay were Messrs.
Alden, Bryvant, Burns, Currier, Knowl-
ton, Maddocks, Manley, Morrison, Phil-
brook, Plimmer, Randall, Rankin, Stet-
son, Titcomb, Wing—15. So the motion
was lost

Passed to be Enacted.

An Act to amend the charter of the city
of Lewiston and to provide for a street
sewer and permanent improvement de-
partment,

On motion by Mr. Manley of Kennebec,
the Senate adjourned to meet on Wednes-
day, March 25, 1963, at 10 o’clock A. M.



