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SENATE. 

vV"dnesday, Feb. 11, 1003. 
Senate Inet according to adjourn

ment, ,lnd was called to order by the 
Preside;lt. 

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Peckham of 
Hallowell. 

Journal of the previous session read 
and approved. 

Papers from the House disposed of 
in concurrence. 

At the request of the President, Mr. 
Manley of Kennebec took the chair, at 
this point, and presided. 

Read and Assigned. 
An Act to legalize the dOings of the 

Rumford Falls and Rangeley Lakes 
Railroad Company. 

An Act to legalize the doings of the 
Portland and Rumford Falls Railway. 

An Act to increase the corporate 
powers of the Newport Light and 
Power Company. 

An Act to authorize the town of 
Monson to remove the bodies of de
ceased persons. 

An Act to extend the powers of the 
Kat:lhfl.ill Pulp and Paper Company. 

An Act entitled An Act to amend 
Section G7 of Chapter 38 of the Re
vised Statutes of Maine relating to the 
weight of a bushel of beans. 

Resolve in' favor of Children's Aid 
Society of Maine. 

Resolve providing for a spedal epi
fl.emic or emergency fund. 

An Act to extend the charter of the 
Cumberland Trust Company. 

An Act to extend the charter of 
Camden Trust Company. 

An Act to amend Section 3r, of Chap-' 
tel' 1~·1 of the Revised Statutes as 
amended by Chapter 125 of the Public 
Laws of 1891 relating to transporta
tion of animals. 

An Ad to amend Chapter 52 of the 
Public Laws of 1895 relating to the 
salary of register of pro ba te for the 
county of Penobscot. 

Resolve in favor of Benjamin Smith 
of Appleton in Knox county. 

Resolve in favor of Nellie E. Flan
ders of Liberty. 

At this point the President resumed 
the chair. 

The following bills, petitions, etc., 
were presented and referred: 

Judiciary. 
Fly Mr. Stetson of Penobscot: Bill, 

An Ad to extend the prOVlSlOns of 
Cha pteI' 143 of the Revised Statutes to 
clipsomaniacs, inebriates and Victims 
of the drug habit. 

By Mr. Randall of Cumberland: An 
Act to amend ~n Act to incorporate 
the Portland Widows Wood Society. 

By Mr. Wing of Androscoggin: Bill, 
An Act to relieve the town of Booth
bay Har'bor from the duty of build
ing, repairing or maintaining roads, 
streets or ways on the Isle of Springs. 

Legal Affairs. 
By Mr. Clarl~ of Hancock: Bill, An 

Act to ::unc:nd the charter of the Bar 
Harbor Banking and Trust Company. 

By Mr. Currier of Franklin: Bill, 
An Act granting a new charter to 
Farmington Village Corporation. 

Railroads, Telegraphs and Expresses. 
By Mr. Bryant of Somerset: Peti

tion of Eben L. Cool~ a.nd 18 others of 
Palermo to remove restrictions on the 
construction of parallel telephone lines. 

Interior Waters. 

By Mr. Stetson of Penobscot: Bill, An 
Act to amend chapter 407 of the pri
yate find sDecial laws of 1864 entitled 
An Act to incorporate the Penobscot 
Log Driving Co'mpany. 

Taxation. 
By Mr. Gardner of Penobscot: Bill. 

An Act to amend chaDter 286 of the 
public laws of 1901 relating to taxation 
of interest-bearing deposits in trust 
and bJ-nking companies. 

Reports of Committees. 
1\,[1'. Clark for the committee on legal 

affairs, on petition of G. L. Joy and 56 
others in relatiG<n to an act Droviding 
for the expense of forest fires, report
ed hill entitled, An Act to amend Chap
ter 100 of the Public Laws of 1891, enti
tled. "An Act to create a Forest Corn· 
mission and for the better protection 
of for~sts." Report accepted. Bill 
tabled for printing under the joint 
rules. 

Mr. Bryant, for the committee on ap
pr0priations and financial affairs on 
Re~olve in relation to extra Day of 
Maine volunteers in the war with 
Spain, reported same ought to pass. 
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R"port accepted. Resolve tabled for 
printing, under the joint rules. 

'l'he same sen'ltor, for the same com·· 
mittee, on Resolve for State pension, 
reported same ought to pass. Report 
accepted. Resolve tabled for printing 
under the jOint rules. 

Mr. Rankin, for the same committpe, 
on Resolve in favor of the Kings 
Daughters union of Bangor, reported 
samp ought to pass. Report accf'pted. 
Resolve tableel for printing under the 
joint rules. 

The same senator for the same com
mittep, on Resolve providing for the 
prpsef'vation of regimental rolls in the 
Adjutant General's office, reported 
same oug-ht to pass. Report accepted. 
llesolve tabled for printing under the 
joint rules. 

Mr. Bryant, for the committee on ap_ 
propriations and financial affairs, on 
Resolve in favor of Benjamin Smith 
of Appleton in Knox county, reported 
same ought to pass. Report accepted. 
The Resolve took it's first reading and 
was assigned for its second reading. 

Mr. Burns, for the committee on ap
propriations and financial affairs, on 
Resolve in favor of Nellie R. Flanelers 
of Liherty, reported same ought to 
pass. Rf'port aC(,e'pted. The Resolve 
took it's first r2ading, snd was assign
pd for second reading. 

Mr. Rankin, for the committee on 
Labor. on Bill, An Act to repeal the 
laws of lR87. Ch:lp. 69, p. 52 as amended 
by laws of 188~) Chap. 297 p. 262 and 
]a \Ys of 1891 Chap. 133 p. 148 relating to 
bu"pall of industrial ar,el lahor statis
tics. reported Sflme ought not to pflSS. 
TIppo]'t accepted. 

lITI'. ~taples for the committee on 1n-
1:1 nd Fisheries and Game, on ReRolve 
in favor of establishing a modern fish 
hatchery and f,""ding station at Sebago 
Lake, reported same ought to pa.ss. 
Report accepted. Bill referred to the 
committee on appropriations and fina.n
cial affairs under the joint rule. 

Mr. Currier, for the committee on 
claims, on Resolve in favor of Bern
nard Pol of Bangor to re-imburse him 
for taxes paid through error, reported 
samp ought to pass. Report accepted. 
ReFo]ve referred to the committees on 
appropria tions and financial affairs, 
under the joint rule. 

The following message was received 
from the House: 

Mr. Cotton, Clerk of the House: I am 
charged with a message from the 
House to notify this body that the fol
lowing appointments of committee to 
fill vacancies caused by the retirement 
of Messrs. Morey, Garcelon and Coyne 
of Lewiston and the resignation of Mr. 
Allan of Po,'t!and, have been made: 

P'or the committee on puhlic charities 
and state beneficiaries, in place of Mr. 
Garcelon, Mr. Little of Lewiston; for 
the committee on state prison in place 
of Mr. Coyne, Mr. Haskell of Lewiston, 
for thp committee on library, in place of 
Mr. Garcelon, Mr. Haskell of Lewiston; 
for the committee on temperance, in 
place of Mr. Allan, Mr. Kelly of Lewis
tOll: and the committee on legal affairs 
have been reappointed as follows: 
Messrs. McFaul of Machias, Barker of 
Bangor, CamDbeIl of Cherryfield, 
Oakes of A uhurn, Manson of Pittsfield, 
Newcomb of Eastport and Kelly of 
Lewiston. 

Passed to be Engrossed. 
All Act to extend thp charter of the 

I'~"stport Bridge. 
An .'\d te amend Section 4 of Chap

ter \11 of the Revised Statutes, relating 
to notice of foreclosure on a mortgage 
of personal property. 

Resolve in aid of the temporary home 
for women flnd children "t Portland. 

A n Act to in("orporn te the city of 
Cam(jen. 

An Act to in('ol'poratt-' the SqUilTf'l 
Isla'Hl Villagp ('orporntioll. 

An Act to in('orpm'ate the P0)J]wrell 
'I'r11st Compnny. 

An Act to in('orporatp the Interl1>l
tiona} T'l'ust tlnel danking Cornpany. 

An A('t to amend Chapter 1·Hi of thp 
PriYflte and SnE'c-ial Laws of 1895 8n
titlf'd An Act to incorporate the ,Vinn 
,Vater :ind Power Company. 

An Act to amend Chapter 258 of the 
Public Laws of 1893, as amended by 
Chapter- 130 of the Public Laws of 
1895 rehting to the taxation of sav
ings banks. This hill came from the 
Housf' 'with Amendment "A" amend 
hy inserting at the end of the bill, the 
following \\'ords: "This AC't shall 
take' effect when approved. The 
amendment was adopted by the Sen-
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~te, and the bill as amended 
passpd Lo be engrossed. 

was An Act to authorize the Kennebec 
to issue 

An Act to establish a street 
Light and Heat Company 

and bonds. 
,,,,\yer cOllllnission for the dty of Bath. 
On moL ion by Mr. Hyde of Sagadahoc, 
the vote whereby this bill was passed 
La be engl'osseu, was reconsiuered; and 
on Lhe fm'ther motion of the same sen
ator, the bill was amenued by adding 
:Senate All1enument "A" "Amend by 
adding" Sf'etion 13. This act shall 
take ell'ed when approved. The bill 
as amendeu was passed to be en
grossed. 

Passed to be Enacted. 
An Act to arllend Section 24 of Chap

ter 102 Publie Laws of 1891 as amend
ed by Chapter 267 Public Laws of 1893 
relatillg to providing for the printing 
and disil'ibutillg ballots at the publk 
expense and regulating voting for State 
and city elections. 

All Act to amend Section 15 of Chap
ter 1" of the Revised Statutes relating 
to burying grounds. 

An Ad to amend Section 17 of 
('hapter ,10 of the Revised Statutes as 
ulllellded by Chapter 261 of the Pub
lic Laws of 1885, and by Chapter 61 
of the Public Laws of 1891, relating to 
Inigl'atol'Y fish. 

"\n Ad to tix the salary of the Judgc' 
of Probate for Hancock County. 

An Act to rlUthorize the town of' 
i)oolhbay Harbor to construct a briclgl' 
",'ross the harbor in said town. 

An Ad to amend the char tel' of thE' 
:\'laine Gpn01'a) Hospital. 

All Ad to ratify the mOl'tgage of the 
rj"lsll Itivel' 11aill'oad. 

An A"t to I'atify the lease of the Fish 
Ri \'f'I' It.1ilroad '"1<1 to authorize th", 
,'alc' of ;;aill I'ailro,u) to the Bangor and 
AI'ooHtook Railroad Company. 

All Af,t to ratify and confirm the 
('onsolidatpcl mortgage made by the 
Bangor and .c'\..roostook Railroad Com
pany. 

)\il Act to incorporate the Auburn 
:lnll TUlner Railroad Company. 

A n Ad to enlarge the powers of the 
nerll'ick, j(:liot and York Street Rail
way. 

,\n A('t to grant additional powers 
to the Portsmouth, Kittery and York 
Street Railway. 

An Act relating to the Dar Harbor 
Electric Light Company. 

On IEotion of Mr. Bryallt of Somer
set, Bill, An Act to increase and fix 
the salary of the Assistant Librarian, 
was laid on the table. 

Orders of the Day. 
Bill, An Act for taxation of stock 

held in corporations. This bill came 
up by special assignment, having been 
tabled on motion by the senator from 
Knox, Mr. Staples. 

!VIr. S'l'APLl<JS of Knox: Mr. Pres
ident, I have discussed that bill be
fore the committee on taxation; and 
they sa,\' fit to report "ought to pass." 
I do not propose at this time to discuss 
the matter again. I only wish to put 
myself upon record in this body as 
being in favor of taxIng the capital 
stock of corporations. I will take it 
fron! the table, if it is now upon the 
lable. and leave it to the Senate to 
do II'ith as they please. 

Mi'. GARDNER of Penobscot: Mr. 
PI'esident, As the Senator from Knox 
simllly says that he wishes to go on 
1'('('01"), it may be fitting that I briefly 
explctin to the :Senate why the eom
mitte .. on taxation did not agree with 
tlw penator in regal'd to this matter; 
alhl I'l'pul·ted "ought not to pass." And 
it ,,'Ill lJe expl,Lined in a few words. 
'l'l1e bill that ,Ie intruduced for taxing 
the' Rtock held in corporations is at 
pn'sf'nt hy the Public La\vs of Maine, 
s('il'nUfl,'ally, emphatically and fully 
co\'e1'ed; <111<..1 we coulL see no reason 
why this bill "houlcl havE' any pa,ssage 
01' why there should be any action 
"ken on it; and I assumed, and the 

commitc'2e assumed, that in the pres
sure 01' hiR business, the senator had 
ovel'loolced the fact that everything he 
possibly asked for in his bill is now 
covered by the law; and I have the 
Pubiic Laws here; but I do not think 
it necesRl1ry for me to cite to the 
Rennte that portion of the laws of the 
State relative to taxation which says 
tl1at all stock held in corporations, with 
a fl'W exceptions, covering everything 
in his bill, shall be taxed. There are 
a few exemptions. 

Mr. S'['APLI(JS of Knox: What are 
the exceptions? 
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Mr, GARDNE:R of Penobscot: It 
may be burdensome to me, not being "
lawyer; but, for instance, Section 29, 
page 32, in cases where the property 
itself is taxed and pays a municipal 
tax, in fairness and justice, necessarily 
the stock which represents sim pIe 
ownership is exempt from taxation. I 
think the Senator will admit it would 
be unfair to tax the property for mu
nicipal purposes and tax the stock 
again for the same purpose, I do not 
want to go into this matter, becaus.o it 
is out of my line; but I merely assume 
that the senator from Knox figured on 
the same basis, and that possibly many 
of our citizens did, he seemed to take 
it for granted that the larger part of 
the ills of the body politic are due to 
the action of this Legislature; and 
without looking into the matter fully, 
introduced a bill covering matters al
ready covered by the laws, as the com
mittee understand it. 

Mr, STAPLES of Knox: Mr. Pres
ident, I beg to differ with the Senator 
from Penobscot. It is true that the 
plants, the real estate representing 
corporations is taxed. It is also true 
that the stock that is held by the cor
poration is not taxed. Ire-iterate 
110W, as I did before the committee, 
that if a man has $50,000 in stock in 
<t corporation ill this Strrte, he may 
flaunt it in the face rrnd eyes of the 
assessors, and you c:_lnnot tax him. 

Take, for instance, any corporation in 
this State, go to your assessors' books, 
and what do you find? You find sim
ply tho real estate and whatever per
sonal property they may have on hanel 
is taxed on the firRt dn y of April; rrnd 
if a man leaves rrnywhere $50,000 of 
stock, it is not taxed. You eannot show 
an instance in the State of Maine; and 
therefore I beg to differ. I do not care 
to thrash this mCltter out here again 
unless the senator from Penobseot 
wants it. If he wishes to go into that 
matter, and the Sena:te permits it, I 
will be willing to talk upon the mattpr 
again, 

:Mr. GARDNI£R of Penobscot: I do 
not cure to go into this matter, I as
~ume it is a matter of general knowl
pdge by the members of this Senate 
that the public law does cover these 
matters, 

1\\,.. ;';'l'APLBJfi of Knox: Mr, Presi
(!ellt, I wish to say right hPl'e, that I 
,1eny that the publie laws eOver thnt 
'1uPsiion; and the people know that it 
d.ws not ("o\'er these matters, and I 
If,a ve it to the people. 

'I'he question being put upon the ac
ceptance of the report of the commit
tee, the (report was accepted in concu l'
renee. 

On motion by Mr. Bryant of Somer
set, the Senate adjourned to meet on 
ThnrsdClY, February 12, 1903, at ten 
o'clo('k, A. M. 


