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SENATE. 

Augusta, Feb. 22, In01. 
Senate met according to adjourn

ment, and was called to order by the 
President. 

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Dunnack of 
Augusta. 

Journal read and approved. 
Papers from the House disposed of 

in concurrence. 
READ _-L~D ASSIGNED. 

An ct to amend Section 9 of Chapter 
106 of the Revised Statutes relating to 
draft of jurors. 

An act to increase the authority of 
the judge of probate in Kennebec 
county for a certain purpose. 

An act to authorize the town of 
Roque Bluffs to maintain a wharf. 

Resolve in favor of the hospital of 
the Society of the Sisters of Charity 
of Lewiston, Me. 

Resolve in favor of Young Woman's 
Home at Lewiston. 

Resolve in favor of the Society of the 
Sisters of Charity for the use of the 
Healy Asylum of Lewiston, Me. 

Resolve providing for the expenses 
of Company M, First Infantry, Com
pany C, Second Infantry, and the Sig
nal Corps, National Guard of Maine, 
while attending the ceremonies inci
dent to the inauguration of President 
William McKinley in Washington, 
March 4, 1901. 

An act relating to Sheridan planta
tion. 

Resolve in favor of Howard Whittier 
for an increase in State pension. 

ResolYe to provide means for exam
ination of claims for State pension. 

An act to apportion representadves 
to Congress. 

An act to incorporate the Poland Tel
ephone Co. 

A communication was received feom 
the secretary of state of the state of 
Minnesota, in the form of a memorial 
to Congress, relating to a proposition 
for an amendment to the constitU1:ion 
of the United States, making United 
States senators elective in the several 
states by popular vote of the people. 

On motion of Mr. White of Andros
coggin, the same was referred to the 
committtee on the judiciary. 

The following bills, petitions, etc., 
were presented and referred: 

JUDICIARY. 

By Mr. Weeks of Somerset-An act 
to extend the charter of the Sebasti
cook Manufacturing and Power Co. 
(Under suspension of the order.) 

LEGAL AFFAIRS. 

By Mr. Rankin of York-An act to 
amend Section 196 of Chapter 6 of the 
Revised Statutes as now amended re
lating to the sale of real estate for the 
non-payment of taxes. . 

Also an act to amend Section 196 of 
Chapter 6 of the Revised Statutes as 
amended by Section 6 of Chapter 70 of 
the Public Laws of 1895, relating to 
the redemption of land sold for :ilon
payment of taxes. 

Also an act to amend Section 7 of 
Chapter 47 of the Revised Statutes as 
amended by Chapter 121 of the Public 
Laws ·of 1891, relating to lists of voters. 

Also an act to amend Section 198 of 
Chapter 6 of the Revised Statutes as 
now amended relating to the redemp
tion of real estate sold for non-pay
ment of taxes. 

INLAND FISHERIES AND GAJlIE. 

By Mr. of Oxford-An 
act to prohibit the taxing of smelts 
from Mill brook, so called, in the town 
of Lovell, Oxford county. (Under sus
pension of the order. 

EDUCATION. 

By Mr. of Somerset, 
Petition of C. O. Small and 75 others 
of Madison in favor of an act relating 
to superintendents of schools in cities 
and towns. 

Also petition of F. W. C. Wiggin and 
212 others in favor of same. 

PENOBSCOT COUNTY DELEGATION. 

By Mr. Plummer of Penobscot-Re
monstrance of :t. D. Scott and 51 oth
ers, citizens of Winn, against the Ban
gor and Brewer bridge bill. 

Also remonstrance of R. C. Noyes of 
Bradford and 24 others against same. 

Also remonstrance of G. W. Brown 
of Alton and 19 others against saIlle. 

Also remonstrance of D. S. Humph
rey and 21 others, citizens of Charles
ton, against same. 
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Also remonstrance of E. A. Pierce 
and 25 others, citizens of Hudson, 
against same. 

Also remonstrance of B. F. Clark 
and 10 others, citizens of Kendusll:eag, 
against same. 

Also remonstrance of J. J. Reeves 
and 18 others, citizens of Bradford, 
against same. 

Also remonstrance of James "Fides 
and nine others, citizens of Burlington, 
against same. 

Also remonstrance of J. W. Burke 
and 35 others, citizens of Lee, against 
same. 

Also remonstrance of A. F. Averill 
and 25 others, citizens of Veazie. 
against same" 

Also remonstrance of J. F. Gould and 
199 others, citizens of Old Town, 
against same. 

By Mr. Jones of Penobscot-Remon
strance of Melvin Leslie and 47 others 
of Patten against same. 

Also remonstrance of W. S. Smith 
and 43 others of Kingman, against 
same. 

Alyso remonstrance of W. L. Scrib
ner and 17 others of Springfield against 
same. 

By Mr. Adams of Penobscot, remon
strance of J. A. Peters and 90 others 
of Bangor, against same. 

Also remonstrance of Edward Smart 
and 27 others of Greenbush, against 
same. 

Also remonstrance of Samuel Libby 
of Orono and 18 others against same. 

By Mr. Stearns of Oxford-An act 
relating to fraternal beneficiary organ
izations, and moved its reference to 
the committee on mercantile affairs 
and insurance. 

On motion of Mr. Bryant of Som2rset 
this bill was laid on the table to be 
printed pending its reference to the 
committee. 

ORDERS. 
By Mr. Noble of Franklin-Ordered, 

the House concurring, that when the 
House and Senate adjourn it be until 
Monday, Feb. 25, at 4.30 P. M. 

The Senate was subsequently info~·m·
ed· of the concurrence of the House in 
the foregoing order. 

Mr. STAPLES of Knox: Mr. Pres
ident, I put in an order the other day 
for the Insane Asylum to furnish for 

the information of the Senate an ac
count or the expenditures from 1890 to 
1900; nd I see by the report that the 
information desired by amendment A 
can only be furnished by the treasurer 
of the Insane Asylum; and I ther2fore 
introduce this order: Ordered, that the 
treasurer of the Insane Hospital be 
ordered to furnish for the information 
of the Senate an itemized account of 
all expenditures of this department 
from 1892 to 1900 inclusive. 

Mr. WEEKS of Somerset: I wish to 
ask the senator if that information 
cannot be obtained from the Governor 
and Council. My impression is that [he 
warrants are drawn for all expend
itures at the Insane Hospital upon a 
bill of items filed by the treasurer (!f 
the hospital with the Governor a:,d 
Council. I do not know what the cor
rect method for getting this informa
tion is. I have no objection, however, 
to the senator's order this morning, 
if it is correct. Of course we can go 
over the ground again. We have been 
over it partially once. 

Mr. STAPLES of Knox-The report 
of the State treasurer which you will 
find in Senate bill No. 51, says that ~he 
information desired by amendment A 
which is the information that I de
sire, can only be furnished by tile 
treasurer of the Insane Hospital. That 
is why I put in this order. I do not 
care how the information comes to the 
Senate-whether from the Governor 
and Council, or from the treasurer; 
but I take it from the report of the 
State treasurer that this is the only 
way it can be furnished. That is why 
I introduce the order. 

Mr. VICKERY of Kennebec: I would 
like to ask the senator from Knox jf 
he wants an itemized account. If he 
does, he will want an appropriation to 
go with it. You cannot get it itemized 
by the people wllo work on those books 
for two months; but the trustees are 
perfectly willing to do it; and it \\ ill 
take a very long time to go over $200,-
000 in items. I have been over it with 
them. We would like to do it. and \nll 
do it if required, but we shall have to 
have an appropriation with which to 
do it. 

Mr. WEEKS of Somerset: I desire to 
say right pere that the senator from 
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Knox can obtain all this information 
out of the office of the secretary of 
State. I am informed that the bill of 
items presented to the Governor and 
Council upon which the warrants are 
drawn against the Insane Hospital !.lp
propriation is filed with the secretary 
of State; and those items, of course, 
may be examined by anyone. Now, it 
seems that the senator has not got 
really the correct source of inforITla
tion; and I therefore move that tt>is 
order lie upon the table until aftcl· I 
can confer with the senator from lenox 
&nd until after he gets and we all 6et 
further enlightenment upon the sub
ject; and I will say that I will taKe 
it up next Tuesday. 

II'[r. STAPLES of Knox: That is mt
isfactory. 

By Mr. Stearns of Oxford, it was ()r
r1ercd that 100 additional copies of hm, 
an act relating to fraternal beneficiary 
or'ganizations be printed. for the us'~ of 
the insurance department. 

REPORTS OF C01l1111ITTEES. 
Mr. Burleigh, for the committee on 

inland fisheries and game, on petition 
of A. F. l'[oody and others to open cer
tain ponds in Stoneham to ice fishing, 
reported pe,titioners have leave to with
draw. 

Mr. Viciery, for the committee on in
land fisheries and game, on bill, an act 
to regulate fishing in Moosehad lake 
and its tributaries, reported same 
ought not to pass. 

1\'[r. Vickery, for the committee on 
inland fisheries and game, on petition 
of George Hazen and 6 others, for a 
law to prevent fishing through the ice 
in part of Tompson's pond in Oxford 
county, reported that the same be re
ferred to the commissioners of inland 
fisheries and game, as the subject mat
ter of the petition properly comes un
der their jurisdiction by the general 
law. 

Also on bill, an act to prevent fish
ing in a part of Thompson's pond in 

. Qxford county, that the same be re
ferred to the commissioners of inland 
fisheries and game as the subject mat
ter properly comes under their juris
diction by the general law. 

Mr. Vickery, for the committee on 
inland fisheries and game, on bill, an 

act to prohibit fishing in Pleasant pond 
and its inlets, situated in Sumner, Ox
ford county: with petition of E. M. An
drews and 30 others for same, reported 
same ought to pass. Bill laid on the 
table to be printed under the joint 
rules. 

Mr. Noble, tor the committee on le
gal affairs, on resolve in favor of 
George C. Ryan, reported that same 
ought not to pass. 

Mr. Staples, for the committee on le
gal affairs, on bill, an act relating to 
the Mallison Power Company, reported 
same in new draft under same title and 
that it ought to pass. Tabled for print
ing under the joint rules. 

Mr. Jones, for the committee on in
terior waters, on bill, an act to incor
porate the Sandy Stream Dam and Im
provement Company, reported same 
ought to pass. Tabled for printing un
der the joint rules. 

Mr. Jones, for the committee on in
terior waters, on bill, an act to extend 
the charter of "\Vinn Water and Power 
Company, reported same ought to pass. 
Tabled for printing under the joint 
rules. 

fi'Ir. Jones, for the committee on in
terior waters on resolYe in aid of navi
gation on Moosehead lake, reported 
same ought to pass. Tabled for print
ing under the joint rules. 

Mr. White for the committee on the 
judiciary on bill, an act to authorize 
telephone, telegraph, electric light, heat 
or power companies to place their wires 
under the surface of public ways, re
ported same ought to pass. Tabled for 
printing under the joint rules. 

1\fr. Macfarlane, for the committee on 
interior waters, on bill, an act to 
amend Chapter 419 of the Private and 
Special Laws of 1897, as amended by 
Chapter 155 of the Private and Special 
Laws of 1899, relating to the Penobscot 
East Branch Log Driving Company, 
reported same ought to pass. Tabled 
for printing under the joint rules. 

The same senator, for the same com
mittee, on bill, an act to authorize 
John P. Yerxa, Edgar Perry, Arthur 
Gilpatrick, and Selden R. Tacy to con
struct and maintain a dam across the 
Little Madawaska rh-er in Aroostook 
county and build and maintain piers in 
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:said river, reported same ought to pass. 
Tabled for printing under the joint 
rules. 

Mr. Plummer, for the committee on 
1egal affairs, on bill, an act to amend 
Chapter 104 of the Reyised Statutes, as 
amended by Chapter 85 of the Public 
Laws of 1895, relative to the settlement 
of titles to real estate, reported same 
-ought to pass. Tabled for printing un
der the joint rules. 

The same senator for the same com
rriittee on bill, an act to incorporate 
the Brudgton Water Company, report
ed same ought to pass. Tabled fOl' 
printing under the joint rules. 

PASSED TO DE ENGROSSED. 

Resolve in aid of navigation on Se
bec lake. 

An act additional to Chapter 51 of the 
Revised Statutes in relation to rail
rroads. 

An act to amend Chapter 204 of the 
Public Laws of 1856, in relation to the 
municipal court of the city of Port-
1arid. . 

An. act in relation to disorderly con
·duct a):ld evasion of fares on street rail
roads, steamboats and ferries. 

An act additional to Chapter 49 of the 
Revised Statutes, relating to insurance. 

An act to extend the charter of the 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company. 

An act to amend Section 5 of Chapter 
'96 of the Private and Special Laws of 
1899, and to authorize the Van Buren 
Water Company to increase the 
amount of its mortgage bonds. 

Resolve in favor of Allagash road. 
Resolve in favor of repairing the road 

between Patten and Grand lake. 
Resolve in favor of road in Perkins' 

plantation. 
An act to prohibit winter fishing in 

Great Watchie pond, and regulating 
the time for fishing in the tributaries 
of the same. 

An act authorizing and empowering 
the Great Northern Paper Company to. 
-erect and maintain piers and booms in 
the West Branch of the Penobscot 
river. 

An act to prohibit bate fishing, so 
<!alled, in Seven ponds, Seven Ponds 
stream, Little Kennebago lake and' the 
outlet of the same to the dam at the 
bead of Kennebago Falls, and the out
l~t of Kenebago lake. 

An act in relation to the taxation of 
street railroad companies. 

An act in relation to the compensa
tion of the sheriff of the county of Ox
ford, establishing a salary. 

An act to amend Chapter 172 of the 
Private and Special Laws of 1891, re
lating to the consolidation of certain 
railroad companies. 

Mr. NOBLE of Franklin: I find, in 
this bill there has been a clerical error 
made; and I wish to introduce this 
amendment to same, House Document 
167, Amend by adding the words "Sec
tion 1" at the beginning of the line 9 
and by striking out the words "or their 
successors" in the 13th and 14th line 
and inserting in the 12th line after the 
word "companoes," before the word 
"are" the 1\Tords "or their successors"; 
also amend Section'2 by adding at the 
beginning of line 6, the words "Sec
tion 2." 

The motion to amend prevailed, and 
the bill, as amended passed to be en
grossed. 

Bill, an act to prevent the throwing 
of sawdust and other refuse stuff into 
the waters of l\fcGraw, ;Ellis, East, 
North, Great, Long, Little or Snow 
ponds or either of their tributaries sit
uated partly in Knnebec and partly in 
Somerset counties. 

On motion by Mr. Weeks of Somerset, 
this bill was laid on the table until 
next Tuesday, pending its second read
ing. 

PASSED TO DE ENACTED. 

An act to set off Calf island and West 
Black island from the plantation of 
Long island in the county of .Mancock, 
and annex the same to the town of 
Swan's island. 

FINALLY PASSED. 

Resolve in favor of O. B. Clason of 
Gardiner, Maine. 

Resolve in favor of the town of Wa
terboro. 

Resolve authorizing the ·compilation 
of the sea and shore fisheries laws of 
the State of Maine. 

Resolve in favor of the Eastern 
Maine General Hospital. 

Resolve in favor of the St. Elizabeth's 
Roman Catholic Orphan Asylum of 
Portland. 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

On motion by Mr. Adams of Penob
scot, House Document '104, resolve in 
air of navigation on Sebec lake was 
taken from the table, and on the fur
ther motion of that Senator, it took its 
second reading and was passed to be 
engrossed. 

An act to amend Chapter 208 of the 
Private and Special Laws of 1895, en
titled an act to enable the proprietors 
of the Bangor bridge to dispose of th"ir 
hridge property. 

On motion of Mr. Plummer of J'e
nobscot, this bill was taken from the 
table, it having been tabled on his mo
tion pending the acceptance of the re
port (If the committee, and being' spec
ially a~Ejgned for today. 

Mr. PLUMMER of Penobscot: i\1"r. 
President, in the first place I wish 
briefly to explain how this Bangor & 
Brewer bridge bill came _ before the 
LegIslature. 

Wuen the senators and representa
tives from the county were nominat
ed :lnd elected, the proposition to hay~ 
the co~ nty ill Penobscot pay half, or 
~ny other part, of the cost of purcnas
ing the bridge had not been put forth 
not had that feature of the matte:r 
been in any way disclosed or discussi.'l!. 
Nobcdy outside the few sponsors "u;d 
Pl'ojEc~ors of the scheme knew it lmd 
been iacubated, and would appear 10e 
fore the coming Legislature. Hence no 
senator or representative was nomi
nated or elected with reference to his 
views upon that proposition, for the 
very good reason that the people who 
nominated and elected them did not 
know anything about it. In the requir
ed Legislative notice published a few 
weeks before the meeting of the Leg
islature there was nothing to warn the 
people of the county that they would 
be asked to pay any part of the pur
chase price of the bridge. 

After the Legislature had been .some 
time in session, a bill similar to the 
one before us was presented to the sev
eral members of the county delegation 
individually - and privately, and upon 
one special plea and another, and 9.S a 
personal favor to certain interested 
parties, the assent of nearly all of them 
secured thereto. 

After this preliminary work had been 
done a meeting of the delegation was 
called, and without any hearJng hav
ing been advertised or notice given the 
people of the county to appal' and 
make l~nown their views and wishes 
on the question, an affirmative vote 
of all the members of the delegation 
except two was secured, to report fa
Yorably to the Legislature the bill be
fore us. The original bill presented to 
the members in the preliminary can
vas contained a clause making the 
bridge and its approaches a county 
way, to be supported by the county af
ter its purchase, which of course would 
have involved its renewal when neces
sary at the expense of the county. This 
clause, however, being strenuously op
posed by myself, was stricken out be
fore the bill was submitted to the as
sembled delegation. 

The original bill also required the 
county commissioners to borrow :non
ey to pay one-half the purchase price 
of the bridge without limit, whatever 
it might be, but in the delegation 
meeting, after discussion and opposi
tion from the sponsors of the bill, the 
limit of $12,000 for the share to be paid 
by the county was, upon my motion. 
put in the bill. 

I also moved in the delegation meet
ing that the question whether the 
county commissioners should issue the 
bonds of the county for the $12,000 to 
be paid towa'rds the purchase price of 
the bridge, be submitted to the legal 
yoters of the county for their approv
al or disapproval, but only three of the 
delegation voted in favor of the mo
tion. Hence the bill is before us in its 
present objectionable form. 

Now I believe toll bridges belong to 
the era of the stage coach and like the 
stage coach should go. I believe the one 
connecting the cities of Bangor and 
Brewer should at the earliest day prac
ticable be made free. But I believe the 
expense of making it free should be 
borne by the two cities, which are 
abundantly able to bear it. 

The authority to purchase the bridge 
was given the two cities by the Legis
lature of 189Q, but they have up to this 
time failed to take any step under it, 
and have come to the Legislature of 
1901 with another proposition which is 
the modest one of asking the Legis-
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lature to make the county oi Penobscot forcing by legislative enactment, the 
pay half the purchase price and borrow 55 towns and several plantations in 
the money for the purpose. Penobscot county, whose total wealth 

The question now before us is, ought of $16,&72,737 is all told $831,071 less than 
the county of Penobscot be forced by that of the two cities, and which have, 
legislative enactment to borrow money to support all their own bridges, not 
to the amount of $12,000 for sucl~ pur- only to continue to do so, but to pay 
pose, without any opportunity being a large percentage toward making free 
afforded the people of the county, who to public travel this bridge between 
will have to pay, to say whether, or not these two rich and thriving cities? 
they are willing to do it? Only five small towns, Clifton, Ed-

In my conscience I do not believe the dington, Bradley, Holden and Orring
Legislature ought to do 'any such ton, with a. total valuation of $933,004, 
thing, and in my conscience I do not and population of 3449, are so situated 
believe Bangor and Brewer ought to that their citizens have to cross the 
'ask any such thing. No such proposi- bridge when going to Bangor, the im
tion was before the people when their perial city of Penobscot county, to 
senators and representatives were which all roads lead, and in Which all 
nominated and elected, and they were roads end, and the citizens of the 50, 
not chosen with reference to th-eir at- other towns and several plantatins, 
titude upon it. Hence their recom- with a valuation of $15,739,733, upon, 
mendation in its favor counts for less which will devolve the payment of 94 
than it would if the contrary were the per cent. of the county's share under 
fact, and this Legislature should not, this bilI, never use the bridge for busi
in my opinion, be governed by it when ness travel, and very rarely indeed for 
it contravenes every sound principle of pleasure travel. 
popular government, public policy and Now I submit that it is not just aml 
equitable distribution of civic burdens. equitable to force the citizens of the' 

In my opinion the resources of the five small and financially weak towns, 
county should be reserved for and giv- even, which have to use the bridge 
en to the weak and poor communities when they go to market, to help sup
and not to the strong and'rich. This is port it, inasmuch as they themselves 
the sound and just principle under hn.ve to support without outside aid all 
which the contributions from counties roads and bridges within the borders of 
to municipalities have heretofore been said towns, which the citizens of Ban
made. In sparsely settled and financial- gor and Brewer and all other travelers: 
ly weak and poor communities, where use freely whenever they have occa
large bridges were imperatively requir- sion. 
ed for the use and convenience of the If this be so, how manifestly and' 
public, the cost, of which was beyond monstrously unjust and inequitable it, 
the ability of such communities to pro- is to compel by legislative enact
vide, counties have, through their com- ment the citizens of the 50' 
missioners, applied money which they towns and several plantations who 
already had on hand, in rare instances do not use the bridge for business 
and to a moderate extent, to the con- travel at all, and only on rare occa
struction or renewal of such bric1ges, sions, and to a very limited extent for
but never before, so far as I know, has pleasure travel, and who maintain their
Penobscot or any other county been onwn bridges free and safe for citizens' 
forced by legislative authority to bor- of Bangor and Brewer and all other' 
row money without ratification by the comers and goers, to make the contri
people to aid in the purchase, con- bution contemplated and required by 
struction or renewal of a bridge in one this bill. 
of the greatest centres of population Mr. President, the purchase of this 
and wealth in the State. bridge for $24,000 would be only a tri-

Why, 'Mr. PreSident, Bangor arid vial burden for the rich and populous 
Brewer, -i\'ith a valuation.ot'$17,50a.308, community in Which it exists. It 
are the richest community in the State would be no more for the two cities in 
save two, 'and what equity is there in· 'proportion to their financial ability 
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than it would for Dexter to raise $1640, 
Exete~ $460, Hampden $960, Lincoln 
$670, Old Town $2290, Plymouth $244, 
Springneld $160, Hudson $150, Patten 
$600, Hermon $500, LaGrange $260, Vea
,zie $360, Orono $1420, Alton $85, Argyle 
$100, Bradford $340, Bradley $201, Bur
lington $180, Carmel $400, Carroll $153, 
Charleston $400, Chester $93, Corinna 
'$624, Corinth $571, Dixmont $354, Eden
burg $36, Enfield $355, Etna $182, Gar

land $463, Glenburn $192, Greenbush $120, 
Greenfield $60, Howland $418, Kendus
keag $224, Kingham $222, Lee $175, Le
vant $352, Lowell $116, Mattamiscontis 
'$26, Mattawamkeag $175, Ma....-:field $33, 
Milford $420, Medway $137, Mt. ChasQ 

'$77, Newberg $360, Newport $784, Passa
dumkeag $60, Prentiss $103, Stetson 
'$298, Winn $234, Woodville $65, Orring
ton $567, Holden $208, Eddington $222, 
,Clifton $89. Now what one of these 
towns would dream of seeking county 
aid or any outside aid to meet such an 
,expenditure? Not one or" them would 
hesitate to provide for it themselves. 
Old Town and Orono have both made 
toll-bridges free in their midst at their 
own ,=xpense, and so would Bangor and 
Brewer, in my opinion, if this were all 
-there is to the proposition. 

But it is not all. ,There are two 
things, now thinly veiled, but sure in 
due time to come to light, which will 
'make this project mean vastly more to 
the, county than this $12,000. Merely, if 
the wrongful principle and dangerous 
precedent is established by this Legis-
1ature of granting the county commis
sioners authority to place an interest
Dearing bonded debt on the county in 
the way proposed in this bill, without 
~ubmitting the matter to the legal vot
ers of the county. 

First: The probable fixing of the 
value of the old bridge at a sum much 
larger than $24,000. Indeed I under
stand the assessed value of the old 
bridge is twice that figure, and it is 
not reasonable to suppose the stock
holders will permit it to be scaled 
down one-half without a strenuous 
-contest. 

Second: The early necessity and de
mand for the renewal of the bridge by 
a costly steel one, suitable for electric 
.car service, etc. 

These are the propositions concerning 
this bridge which will confront the two 
cities, and the county too, if this Legis
lature forces it into partnership with 
th two cities in the purchase of this 
bridge. True this bill does not reveal 
such propositions and purposes, and if 
it specifically renounced them, it would 
make no difference. One Legislature 
cannot bind an other, and does any 
gentleman from the country towns of 
Penobscot county, or any senator in 
this body, for one moment doubt that 
when it shall have been ascertained 
that more than $12,000 is required to 
pay half the price of the old bridge, 
and decided that a new steel one is re
quired, Bangor, and Brewer will appeal 
to another Legislature to compel the 
county'to pay the excess above $12,000 
of one half the purchase price of the 
bridge, and also one-half the cost of 
the new steel structure, and base their 
strongest argument on the fact that 
by the action of the Legislature of 1901, 
the county was made to pay one-half 
the purchase price of the old structure, 
then underestimated at $12,000, and 
thus became a partner in the enter
prise, and morally bound to pay a full 
half of the cost of the old bridge, and 
to contribute in like degree towards its 
renewal? 

Does anyone doubt that with the in
creased representation which the two 
cities will probably have under the 
new apportionment, at the expense of 
the country districts, and the well 
known strength of their influence 
throughout the county, they will suc
ceed, if we give them the benefit of the 
percedent which the passage of this 
bill will establis? Does anybody doubt 
that the county will be in for ,not only 
th $12,000 which this bill carries, but 
in the end for not less than $60,OOO? 
00 you think, senators, such an out
come will be right, and just to the 
citizens of the 50 towns not direct1y 
benefited? Do, you think they will rise 
up and call us blessed if we take this 
first step in placing such an inequitable 
burden upon them? 

No, Mr. President, this proposition 
is wrong in principle and wrong as a 
precedent. I have tried to bring my~ 
self into accord with the majority of 
my county delegation in this matter, 



i .~. 

LEGISLATIVE RECORD-SENATE, FEBRUARY 22. 295· 

but I confess I cannot do it. I confess 
I cannot see any semblance of justice 
and equity in forcing by legislative en
actment the town of Dexter to contrib
ute the $410 required· for her part of the 
$12,000 even, towards this bridge, when 
she has to support her own bridges 
without outside aid, nor Exeter $117, 
nor Hampden $240, nor Lincoln $167, 
nor Old Town $572, nor Plymouth $61, 
nor Patten $150, nor Hermon $125, nor 
LeGrange $65, nor Orono $355, nor 
Corinth $143, and so on with the other 
towns in proportion to their valuation, 
with the probability that they will 
have to pay five times these amounts 
before they see the end of the bridge 
matter. I think the county should help, 
if any, the weak and poor municipal
ities and not the strongest and richest, 
and even such help, if it necessitates 
the borrowing of money on the part of 
the county, should not be compelled by 
the Legislature, until opportunity has 
been given the taxpayers and legal 
voters to pass upon the question and 
ratify or refuse to ratify the loan. 

Upon this principle I stand, and al
though only one or ~wo other ~embers 
of my county delegation stand ":lt~ me, 
1 believe I am right, and so bel1evm/? I 
cannot yield my position without making 
this defence. It is not pleasant to hav:e 
to differ from one's friends and assocI
ates. It is a real regret for me to do so. 
How much easier it is to float with the 
tide than to try to stem it; to fall in with 
our friends' plans, schemes and purposes, 
rather than to refuse them. But much 
as I would cherish the approbation of 
friends, I cherish the approbation of my 
conscience more. In any event I shall 
have the consciousness that I have done 
the right thing, as I have been able to 
see what was right, and stood for justice 
and equity for all the municipa.lities and 
citizens of my county, espeCially for 
those whom I the more immediately rep
resent,. and who, hence, have the best 
right to expect me to be watchful and 
careful of their rights and interests. 

Mr. President, this proposition to au
thorize and empower the county commis
sioners of Penobscot county to issue the 
bonds of the county for $12,000, without 
a vote of the legal voters of the county, 
upon the question, is to be followed by 
a proposition to authorize and empower 
them to issue county bonds to the amount 
of $125,000 without submitting the ques
tion to the legal voters of the county, for 
the purpose of building a new court 
house. 

Now the main feature of this last prop
osition is not in itself wrong and unjust 
as is the proposition in regard to the 
bridge, inasmuch as a new court house 

is needed and will be the property of the 
county, and the whole county ought to· 
pay for it when built; but I submit it is 
not right, just, safe, nor good and sound 
business policy even, looking to the favor
able marketing of the bonds, to have 
$137000 worth of them at tlieir face value, 
issued and put upon the market without 
the approval of the propOSition by the. 
legal voters of the county. Hence, for 
the reasons I have tried to set forth ill 
the course of this speech, and further, in 
order that the action of the Legislature, 
in not requiring the approval of the issue 
of the bridge bonds by the legal voters 
of the county, may not be made a prece
dent in the case of tue court house bonds,. 
and in view of the fact that while this 
bill has lain upon the table a large num
ber of remonstrances against it have beeIi' 
sent in from the county of Penobscot, I 
move the following amendment: 

"Sec. 6. No notes and obligations of the 
county shall be issued, as hereinbefore· 
provided, until the question shall have· 
been submitted to the legal voters of the 
county, and a majority of those voting 
thereon, shall have voted in favor of such: 
issue." 

THE PRESIDENT: The senator offers 
this amendment, as the Chair under"
stands it. 

Mr. PLUMMER of Penobscot: Mr. Pres
ident, pending the question of the passage 
of the amendment, I move it lie upon the 
table to be printed, and that this wtlole 
matter be reassigned for Wednesday of 
next week. 

The question being put upon the accept
ance of the report of the Penobscot dele
gation in concurrence with the House, 
the same was declared to be accepted in. 
concurrence. 

The motion of lIrr. Plummer to amend, 
prevailed. 

Mr. WEEKS of Somerset: I do not 
know as I care to discuss this question, 
this morning. I am sorry, and I desire· 
to Express my profound sorrow here, to
see the bubbling disturbance in the Holy 
'Waters of the Penobscot. This is a mat
ter, of course, which relates entirely to. 
the Penobscot county delegates. It is 
something in which they alone, perhaps, 
are interested; and yet, I suppose we all 
have our opinions as to toll bridges. Now, 
the senator from Penobscot, who has. 
fired his heavy shot, this morning, has 
limbered up' his artillery, gracefully re
tires, and notifies the Senate that he will 
fight this out, next Wednesday. Well, if 
the senators from Penobscot have agreed 
upon that matter, of course the Senate 
feels very much gratified; We certainly 
have good reason' to 'respect, and do ad
mire the Penobscot county delegation. 
For 10 years they have,stood united upon 
every matter of public importance. FOI" 
10 years they have stood shoulder to 
shOUlder, fighting for the largest appro_ 
priations and the longest time. They 
have accomplished their object almost eV
ery time. 

I remember, as a matter of personal 
eXperience, I, myself, have been almost 
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literally taken down, rolled in the dust 
and bowled over by the Penobscot county 
aelegation; and I want to say this-that 
I have no spirit of resentment. I am 
willing, if I can, with my stronp- prej,:,
dices against toll bridges, to consIder th,,; 
matter fairly, .honestly and squarely. . 

The sweet poet of the Penobscot, who IS 
now dead once wrote' a poem-David 
Barlter oy{ce wrote a poem, which Wil
liam Cullen Bryant pronounced to be the 
best short poem in the English language. 
I have forgotten the title of it, but it 
liKened Death and the tomb to a covered 
bridge. It must have be<;n a tolI bridge, 
because the sweet poet saId the toll gath
ered by Death was the body which the 
hand of God had flung about the soul. I 
never knew where David Barker received 
the inspiration of that poem until this 
very morning. (Laughter.) It seems that 
the inspiration of .that poem came from 
the Bangor tolI bridge-likening Death 
and the tomb to a toll bridge. 

Mr. President, we will consider this 
matter carefully, considerately and hon
estly. We are outsiders. We have, up in 
the county of Somerset, some three toll 
bridges. I am now confessing my sins
the sins of my county. The very waters 
in the beautiful Kennebec river are 
ashamed when they approach a toll 
bridge, and they gather and shoot by as 
quickly as possible; but they splurge and 
splash and splutter below at these mock
eries of the Spirit of Progress of the 20tn 
century. Why! When a man dies up in 
my region, sometimes the only consola
tion that his friends have is that the dear 
denarted one has taken wings, and can 
fly across the river, Instead of having to 
go on a toll bridge. (Laughter and ap
plause.) 

Mr. President, I do not wish to counter
act the oratorical effort of the senator 
from Penobscot-I certainly am not equal 
to the occasion; but I do want to pomt 
out this fact that I desire to sbumit for 
the consideration of the Senate, and for 
its careful consideration-tlIat is, that in 
no event-in no event can the county of 
Penobscot pay the sum of over $12,000. 
This brings us to this point in the case
and I will be brief-I do not desire to 
trench upon the time of the Senate. The 
city of Bangor and the city of Brewer 
pay one-half of all the taxes assessed in 
the county of Penobscot. That leaves, in 
any event, only the sum of $6000 to be 
raised by the outside towns. Tha t I sim
ply state as a matter of fact and as a 
matter of figures. I cannot go over all 
the details of those figures as the senator 
from Penobscot has, giving the towns of 
the county and the amount of tax that 
they would have to pay. I suppose that 
this money cannot be raised by voluntar~' 
contribution; and yet, if they should pass 
round the hat, with my limited means, I 
would give all I possibly COUld, consider
ing the condition. Here is anotlIer fact 
which I desire to state here, this morn
ing. This bill provides, and I hope ever~' 
senator will read it before next Wednes
day-this bill provides absolutelY-if I can 

read the English language and under
stand it-absolutely that the two cities 
shall s,:,pport and. main taln and build any 
new brIdge; and It shall be forever free 
after the purchase. With this statement' 
Mr. President, I leave the matter open 
to be discussed, next Wednesday; and I 
hope !'lt that time I may be able to give 
my VIews generally upon the matter of 
toll bridges. . 

On motion by l\fr. Adams of Penobscot 
resolve in aid of naVigation of Sebec lak~ 
~as taken from the table, read a second 
time and passed to be engrossed 

On motion by Mr. Staples of r<:n'ox bill 
an act to provide in part for expendi'ture~ 
of government, Was specially assigned for 
next. Thursday, the same having been 
prevIOusly tabled upon the motion of that 
senator, pending the acceptance of the 
report of the committee. 

On motion by l\fr. Staples of Knox 
Adjourned. ' 

'. 
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