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SENATE.

Augusta, February 21, 1901.

Senate met according to adjourn-
ment, and was called to order by the
President.

Prayer by the Rev. Mr.
Augusta.

Journal read and approved.

Papers from the House disposed of in
concurrence.

Bill, an act relating to the taxation
of certain deposits in savings banks
and trust companies. This bill came
from the House reported ought not to
pass. On motion by Mr. Staples of
Knox the bill with the report was laid
on the table pending the acceptance
of the report in concurrence.

Seleger of

READ AND ASSIGNED.

An act additional to chapter fifty-
one of the Revised Statutes in relation
to railroads. - B

An act to amend chapter 204 of the
Public Liaws of 1856, in relation to the
municipal court of the city of Port-
land.

An act in relation to disorderly con-
duct and evasion of fares on street
railroads, steamboats and ferries.

An act to amend chapter 172 of the
Private and Special Laws of 1891, re-
lating to the comnsolidation of certain
railroad corporations.

An act additional to chapter 49 of the
Revised Statutes relating to insurance.

An act to extend the charter of the
Mutual Fire Insurance Company.

An act to amend section 5 of chapter
96 of the Private and Special Laws of
1899, and to authorize the Van Buren
‘Water Company to increase the
amount of its mortgage bonds.

Resolve in favor of Allegash road.

Resolve in favor of repairing the
road between Patten and Grand lake.

Resolve in favor of road in Perkins’
plantation.

An act to prohibit winter fishing in
Great Watchie pond, and regulating
the time for fishing in the tributaries
of the same.

An act to prevent the throwing of
saw-dust and other refuse stuff into
the waters of McGraw, Ellis, Rast,
North, Great, Long, Little or Snow
ponds or either of their tributaries

situated partly in Kennebec and partly
in Somerset counties.

An act duthorizing and empowering
the Great Northern Paper Company to
erect and maintain piers and booms in
the West branch of the Penobscot
river.

An act to provide temporarily for the
storage of water in the West branch of
the Penobscot river. On motion by Mr.
Jones of Penobscot, this bill took its
second reading and passed to be en-
erossed, under suspension of the rules,

An act to prohibit bate fishing, so
called, in Seven ponds, Seven ponds
stream, Little Kennebago lake and the
outlet of the same to the dam at the
head of Kennebago Falls, and the out-
let of Kennebago lake.

An act in relation to the taxation of
street railroad companies.

An act in relation to the compen-
sation of the sheriff of the county of
Oxford, establishing a salary.

Senate Document No. 45, An act re-
lating to academies. This bill- came
from the House with House amend-
ments B and D.

On motion by Mr. Plummer of Penob-
scot, the vote whereby the bill +was
passed to be engrossed, was recon-
sidered.

The President read House amend-
ment B.

Mr. PLUMMER of Penobscot—Mr.
Chairman, T am willing to accept the

amendment for the reason that it Jdoes
not change in any way the purpose
and effect of the section, but simply

makes the requirement more definite.
The section, as it stands in the bill,
requires such reports to be made as
the State educational department .may
from time to time require; and they
could, under that authority, and un-

doubtedly would require the itemized
statement referred to. There is no
objection to having it specifically

added to the section; and I move that
the Senate concur with the House in
the adoption of House amendment B.

The motion prevailed.

The President then
amendment D.

Mr. PLUMMER of Penobscot-MTr.
Chairman, I would like to know if the
amendment covers line 3 in section 5,
lines 1, 2 and 3? t

read House
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The PRESIDENT—"“In the first line
of section 4 and 1st and 3rd lines of sec-
tion 5.” ’

Mr. PLUMMER~It should be the
first, second and third. The word
“Academy’” occurs in the third. Also
in the 5th line of section 5.

The PRESIDENT—It loocks to the
Chair, as though the amendment ivas
incomplete.

Mr. PLUMMER—We can accept the
amendment as prepared by the House,
and then I can move for this further
amendment.

On motion by Mr. Plummer of Penob-
scot, the Senate concurred with the
House in the adoption of amendment
D.
Mr. PLUMMER~—Now I move that
the word “Seminary or Institute”’ be
inserted after the word academy.

The PRESIDENT—WIill it not be
safer to put the amendment in writ-
ing? :

Mr. PLUMMER~—Yes, I think it
would be better.

Mr. VIRGIN of Cumberland—While
the Senator from Penobscot is pre-
paring that amendment, I have one
that I wish to offer; and I will say
that the reason I have not offered it
hefore, or that I did not-go before the
committee, was that I could not get
the facts necessary to prepare the
amendment, or talk with the com-
mittee about it, until this morning,
when I have received them. I move
to amend Senate Bill No. 45 by in-
serting, after the word ‘‘annual” in
the second line of section 6, the word
*“net”; and by inserting after the svord
“funds” in the second line, the svords
“after payment of interest on its
debt,” so the section as amended
would then read: “No academy shall
receive State aid under this act if said
academy has an annual net income
from invested funds after payment
of interest on its debt exceeding six-
teen hundred dollars.”

The reason I offer this amendment
is that Westbrook Seminary which is
an institution of learning chartered by
this Legislature a great many Yyears
ago, more than fifty, as I recall it, is
an institution that by this section,
standing as it does, unamended, ~vill
be deprived of the aid that e, its

friends think it is entitled to. I have
received this morning a letter from
one of the trustees who states that the
income now from its securities and in-
vested funds amounts to $1675.00. It
has an indebtedness outstanding of
$5000 on which it pays interest at 4%
per cent. of $225, leaving a net income
of 81450. The amendment proposed by
me would enable that institution to
come then within the provisions of
section 6, and within the other pro-
visions of the bill, as I understand
them; and that is the motive, and the
only reason I have to offer it. I un-
derstand that a line must be drawn
somewhere, but this institution comes
within only $76 more than the amount
provided in section 6, and its net in-
come is beneath 31600, so I ask for the
amendment for that reason.

Mr. McFADDEN of Lincoln—Mr.
President, if the motion of the Senaior
from Cumberland is before the Senate,
I hope it will not prevail, for I do not
see any reason why it should. The in-
stitution of which he speaks is one
which is in a densely populated com-
munity. It must have a large
patronage. It is at the head of one of
the great religious organizations of the
State; and I will say further, that,
two years ago when a special appro-
priation was made for this institution;
and I raised some objection upon +{he
ground that it was not a needy in-
stitution; and that I thought tney
could pay their running expenses from
the large patronage which they had
Ifrom the densely populated commu-~
nity, in which they are situated, and
from the fact that they were at the
head of a great religious denomination,
the Hon. Senator from Cumberland,
Mr. Burns, then a member of the
House, stated that the appropriation
was not asked for to pay the running
expenses, and that the institution
owed a debt, and that it was to help
them out of debt; and the presump-
tion in my own mind is that if they
applied that money to the debt, as it
was alleged at the time that they
wished to do, that they have liqui-
dated the debt, have cancelled it; and
I do not understand how it should
come up again to the advantage of the
institution. I think the Senator re-
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calls that. Now I made, at that time,
. no further objection, if I remember
right, and I did not suppose that debt
was coming up again, but here it is
again. I do not see any occasion for
such an amendment. An institution
having an income is presumed to be

out of debt. It ought to be. I do not
see any occasion for adopting that
amendment.

Mr. VIRGIN of Cumberland: In reply
to the suggestion made by the senator
from Lincoln, Iwill say that I have a
very vivid recollection of the matter
in going before the committee on ed-
ucation at the last session of the Legis-
lature, and that the matter was pre-
sented in the form that the senator has
stated that it was, to enable them to
pay the debt. They used that money,
all of it, to pay the debt that he has
referred to. They still, at that time,
had this debt of $5,000, and they came
originally to the Legislature two or
three sessions ago for an approrpriation
that had been made for the academies
in the State of $10,000. It did not get
the $10,000. But I think in all it has
received something like 3$6,000—possibly
eight thousand. If my memory serves
me right, it is six thousand. The
senator from Lincoln, and all the
senators know that we always have
our debts with us, most of us they stay
by; and a great many of the institu-
tions of learning throughout the State
have debts, and they struggle along to
keep their heads above water and to
impart to the boys and girls of this
State such an education as will fit them
to become honored citizens of the
State and of the TUnited States, to
which a great many of our boys when
they reach manhood go, and the State
of Maine is pleased to shine by the re-
flected light of the boys who have been
educated within our borders, and have
carried our name to the confines of
this country. We are glad when they
come back here. We hold out our
hands to them. Now I say this insti-
tution which has done as good work
in educating the boys and girls, as any
institution within its borders, should
not be selected out, and be deprived of
the aid which I believe, and others of
its friends believe throughout ‘this
State, it is entitled to. It is an institu-

tion now within the city of Portland.
It derives its students from all over
this State; and not only from this
State but from other states; and such
has been its history since its inception.
To be sure it is connected with one of
the large religious institutions of the
State; but that does not determine the
character, nor does it influence the
religious Dbeliefs of its students.
Students of all religious beliefs attend
the institution.

The average attendance at the in-
stitution is about 80 per term. Not
only has it educated the boys and girls
of this State, but other states, and it
has educated children from Brazil and
from Cuba—that part of the Western
hemisphere that is now very largely in
the minds and thoughts of the people
of this country; and I have noticed,
while Cuba has been under discussion,
that the names of some of its foremost
citizens are the names of boys who
were educated in Westbrook Seminary.
I did know some at the time when they
were in attendance and I Kknow by
their acts now, that by the education
that they received in Westhrook Sem-
inary, they were made acquainted with
our forms of government, and the prin-
ciples that we all believe in; and I-
have faith to believe that the education
that they attained in that seminary is
now doing good work in the island of
Cuba. As I said, I see no reason for
singling out this institution; and
thought it might be allowed, with the
amendments made to that section, to
make them explicit, to come within
the provisions of the bill and to get
the assistance from the State that I
believe should be given it.

Mr. BURNS of Cumberland: Mr.
President, The committee on education,
four years ago, was asked for $19,000
by the Westbrook Seminary. I have
no doubt if that amount had ' been
granted at that time, that the sem-
inary would never have asked any-
thing individually of this Legislature;
but our committee recommended 34,000,
which was granted by this Legislature;
and I see no reason at this time why
‘Westbrook Seminary should not be
treated on the same basis as other
similar institutions; and I favor the
amendment proposed by - the senator
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from Cumberland, Mr. Virgin, and I
hope it will have a passage.

Mr. PLUMMER: Mr. President, I
would like to have my amendment pre-
sented.

Mr. WEEKS of Somerset: If the sen-
ator from Penobscot will pardon me
for a moment. I have a question
which T desire to ask the senator from
Cumberland, Mr. Virgin. I would like
to ask the senator how much the debt
of the Westbrook Seminary is and
what the interest is, and how much
money is practically really involved in
this case.

Mr. VIRGIN of Cumberland: As far
as I understand it, from the letter I
have received this morning, the debt
of the seminary, the debt which is
mentioned here is a note for $5000
that was incurred in repairing the in-
stitution and making it a place where
the boys and girls of this State could
be properly cared for -and educated.
There is a small floating indebtedness
that the institution takes care of out of
its tuition and out of its income and
out of donations by friends of the in-
stitution and money paid by the
trustees out of their own pocket to
carry it along.

Mr. WEEKS: How,mucn is the in-
terest on the debt?

Mr. VIRGIN: $225, as it stands herc
in this letter.

Mr. WEEKS: So that practically, the
amount involved by this amendment
carries with it $2257

Mr. VIRGIN: So far as tha.t item
goes, yes. That would leave the net
income $1450, and bring it within the
law.

Mr. WEEKS: Now I would like to
ask the . senator another question.
‘Whether he is absolutely sure that this
is the only institution that will be
affected by this amendment?

Mr. VIRGIN: I have no- knowledge
of any other institution, its income, or
the amount of its indebtedness, if it
has any. It is a matter my attention
has not been called to, as my duties
called me in another direction, but I

know that it is the institution I have -

put in the amendment for.

Mr. WEEKS: I understand . thls
amendment will affect a - great.many
academies in the State of Maine; and

that it carries with it a great deal
more than $225, which is involved in
the Westbrook Seminary case. I am
so informed by the senators about me.
If T understand the parliamentary
standing, the real pending question is
upon the amendment offered by the
senator from Penobscot.

The PRESIDENT: The Chair so un-
derstands -it. The amendment of the
senator from Penobscot, amendment B,
is to amend by inserting in line 2 and
line 5 of section 5, after the word
“Academy,” the words ‘Seminary or
institutes.’ This seems to be in accord
with Amendment D. already adopted
in concurrence.

The question being put upon the
motion to adopt Amendment E., pre-
sented by Mr. Plummer of Penobscot,
the motion prevailed, and the amend-
ment was adopted. )

The PRESIDENT: The pending
question is now upon the adoption of
the amendment offered by Mr. Virgin
of Cumberland, Amendment F.

Mr. PLUMMER of Penobscot--Mr.
President, I agree, heartily with every-
thing the Senator from Cumberland
has said in praise of Westbrook Semi-
nary. I deny, however, that the commit-
tee on education singled that institution
out in framing this general law, and so
framed it as to cut that institution out
of any appropriation. The limit was
of invested funds. The income there-
from was fixed without reference to
that institution, or any particular in-
stitntion. It was agreed upon after a
great deal of discussion and investiga-
tion, as an equitable thing, taking a
part of the institutions of the State
into consideration. Now, inasmuch as
this matter has been brought into . this
case, and inasmuch as, when this bill
passed this Senate the other day, re-
ceiving its several readings, and
passing to be engrossed, without ob-
jection and without the offer of any
amendment, I suggested to Senators
that.-I would not object to having op-
portunity given for examination and
amendment, if desired, when the bill
should have passed through the House
and come back to the Senate. In ac-
cordance with that assurance and un-
derstanding, I now move that the bill
lie upon the table and be especially
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assigned for Tuesday next.

Mr. VIRGIN of Cumberland—Mr.
President, I want to say one word
which may not be in order on the mo-
tion to lay on the table. I want tosay
that I had no idea of charging any
member of the committe, or anybody
in fact, with singling out Westbrook
Seminary. I doubt if Westbrook
Seminary was in the minds of any one
of the committee at that time. They
would have no reason for singling it
out. They had no knowledge if its in-
come. I had none to place before them,
and I do not think there was any
motive on their part or on the part of
anybody to single out the institution.
The institution, wunfortunately comes
within the prohibition of the bill as
drawn by the committee and pre-
sented by them as being the best thing

they could do under the circum-
stances. That is simply the reason
that I make the remarks that I do.

They had no knowledge—they’ could
not have singled it out if they had
tried to.

" Mr. PLUMMER of Penobscot—I wish
to move, in connection with may mo-
tion that the bill, as amended, and the

amendment be printed for the in-
formation of the Senate.

Mr. PRINCE of Oxford—If the
amendments are going to be prinied,

I should like to offer one to which I
think there can be no possible objec-
tion. As I understand Section 3rd as
amended in the House +would read:
“Any town or precinct providing free
tuition for its High school scholars in
any academy, seminary or institute.”
I want to add after the “Institute” the
words “‘or free High school,” so that it
may read, “Any town or precinct pro-
viding free tuition for its High school
scholars in any academy, seminary,
institute a free High school shall re-
ceive,” ete. I will write out that
amendment; and I wish to say, in this
connection, that there can be no poss-
ible objection to this amendment. For
instance, in our town, in Buckfield we
have a very good free High school.
Take the towns of Sumner and Hart-
ford, theyhave no free High school, and
have none under the law, and no
academy to which they can send, so
they desire the benefit of sending to

our free High school in Buckfield; ond
I can see where there can be no ob-
jection. I will write out the amend-
ment and present it.

Mr. PLUMMER of Penobscot: I con~
sent to the offering and printing of
the amendment offered by the senator
from Oxford.

Mr. MCFADDEN: I wish to offer an
amendment, if they are all to go in and
be printed, and that is that Section 3
be stricken from the bill; and my rea-
son for this is simply to equalize. This

-is a great year for equalization—equal-

ization of taxation and other burdens,
and why should not favours be equal-
ized as well. We have upon the statute
books of Maine what we call a free
High school law; and it gives not ex-
ceeding $250 to each town that main-
tains a free High school, and that, is
the limit, and I submitted an order
which has been before the comittee on
education, suggesting an increase of
the free High school, but they have
not seen fit as yet—I do not know what
they may do—to report andything fa-
vorable upon that order. Now this gen-
eral academy bill I approve of to ihis
extent. It is better than the log rolling
which has been prevailing where each
institution comes and rolls its private
claim through by the help of all the
other claimants; but I do not see any
special reason when the academies are
given by this bill from two to . four
times as much as is given to the free
High schools, which are just as good,
thie only difference is the name. I do
not see why there should be added the
provisions of the free High school 2ct,
so that they get the advantage of the
provisions made in the first sections of
this bill; and then have added to them
the provisions of the free High school
act. It is not equitable. It is not tair.
It is not in the best interests of 2du-
cation. The free High schools are doing
more work in this State than the acad-
emies——they fit more for the colleges,
as -data that I have in my possession
will show. Besides that, they give an
initial education to thousands who
never go near the colleges. The acad-
emies do the same thing to some ex-
tent, but not to a quarter part the ex-
tent that the free High schools do, be-
cause the aggregate attendance of the
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free High school is, well T should say
ten times what the aggregate attend-
ance at the academies is. I think there-
fore that it is only a reasonable thing
to strike out this Section 3, which
gives the academies already favored to
the extent of double, treble and quad-
ruple the State aid that is given to the
free high school—to strike out this
provision which gives them also the
advantage of the free High school law.
My amendment is simply to strike out
Section 3.

Mr. WILSON of Washington: The
gentleman misconstrues that section
entirely, That section is for other
towns, surrounding towns that nave
academies, and if the town doesn’'t
maintain a free High school, and sees
fit as a town, to send its scholars to an
academy, they can be reimbursed to
the extent of one-half the tuition that
it costs them, not to exceed $250, pro-
vided the town does not maintain a
free High school. In regard to the num-
ber of scholars that attend academies,
and those who attend free High schools,
the gentleman must remember that
there are 215 free High schools and 37
academies, That needs no further ar-
gument, ’

Mr. MCFADDEN of Lincoln: That
suggests another amendment—to add
after the word “precinct” the words
“other than the one in which the acad-
emy is situated.”

Mr. WILSON of Washington: That is

, the meaning of the rule, now.

Mr. MCFADDEN: If the senator will
assent to that, and the other members
of the Senate will do so, I will agree
to that, by adding after the words “in
the town or precinct,’” the words “other
than the one in which the academy is
situated.”

Mr. PLUMMER of Penobscot: Mr.
President, I will withdraw my motion
to table and to specially assign to next
Tuesday, and ask for consideration of
the amendments at this time. The
senators whom I had promised to allow
the matter to lie on the table at this
time, have withdrawn their request to
that effect, and leave me free to make
this disposition of the matter.

Mr. NOBLE of Franklin: Mr. Presi-
dent, I very much hope. this bill may
go through this morning, without tak-

ing time for further controversy. I
have a great deal of confidence in the
committee who prepared this bill. I
think they have made a thorough study
of it, and done the bést thing possible
in the production of this bill. I think,
if we add, or try to add too many
amendments, we shall be likely to upset
the whole plan and be back just where
we started at the beginning of the ses-
sion. I am glad the senator from
Penobscot has withdrawn his motion to
lay on the table, and I trust the bill
may go through without further dis-
cussion.

The PRESIDENT: The pending ques-
tion is on the adoption of the amend-
ment of the senator from Cumberland.
The amendment is, to insert after the
word “annual’ in the second line of
Section 6, the word ‘‘net,’”” and by in-
serting after the word ‘‘funds” in the
second line the words ‘“after payment
of interest on its debts.”

Mr. NOBLE of Franklin: Before that
motion is put, for the benefit of sena-
tors, I would like to read from the re-
port of the Westbrook seminary, dur-
ing the year July 1st 1899 to July 1st,
1900.

“Amount of endowment, $34,942.

“Value of grounds, buildings, etc., es-
timated, $40,000.

“Total assets of institution, $74,942.

“Income from invested funds during
that year, $1282.50. 7

“State appropriation, $2000.

“State High school fund—or for tui-
tion, rather, $2342. And from other
sources, enough so that the total
amount of expenses, during that year
was $5,558.78.”

Now, Mr. President, as I understand
from the members of the committee,
the way they figure this maiter, West-
brook semirary would receive under
tbe present arrangement of this bill at
least $500. I submit that it is a wealthy
institution—that it has considerable
revenue from tuition and other sources,
and that it is not a safe proposition to
try and amend this bill whereby many
other institutions will be affected, as
suggested by the amendment of the
senator from Cumberland. If it were
to affect this institution alone, there
wwould not be so much objection; but,
as I understand it, there are several in-
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stitutions that the amendment affects,
thereby throwing the whole bill, as it
were out of poise, and making a diff-
erent bill from that suggested by the
committee. T trust the amendment may
not prevail.

Mr. VIRGIN of Cumberland: Mr.
President, I have no desire to jeopard-
ize the passage of this academy bill. T
believe it was drawn by the committee
with a great deal of care and after a
great deal of deliberation, and I am in-
formed, since last on my feet, by mem-
bers of the committee, that they had
Westbrook seminary in mind, relying
upon the statement just read by the
senator from Franklin, which has not
before come under my attention. It
was only with a view to making Sec-
tion 6 so plain that it could not be un-
derstood in its provisions so that they
would include Westbrook seminary,
that I offered the amendment. As I
said before, I have a letter this morn-
ing stating the income from the in-
vested funds to be $1675. I have no
doubt the reported income in the state-
ment read by the senator from F'ranlk-
lin, is the income after deducting such
interest and such other expenses as the
official who made the report, deemed
necessary. If that is the net income of
the institution, and my information re-
ceived this morning, from an official of
the institution is incorrect, I have no
desire to press the amendment. It was
simply to bring the matter where there
would not be any doubt, and this in-
stitution might come within the provi-
sions of the bill that I offered this
amendment.

Mr. BRYANT of Somerset: Mr. Pres-
ident, the institution in my place T
think has about the same attendance
as the Westbrook seminary, I believe
about the same force of teachers, and
the expenses are nearly the same, not
quite. But I was thinking, if we had
an invested fund that yielded us even
$1400, we would be pretty well satisfied.
Tnder this bill T think Westbrook semi-
nary will now get $500, and we probab-
ly would get $1000, but even then they
would be in far better shape than we.
I should hate to see any one school
singled out for any deprivation of in-
come under this bill; but I think that
several other institutions would be af-

fected by the amendment. As time
goes on and some of these academies
and seminaries increase others would
still keep coming in. It seems to me
that the bill as drawn by the commlit-
tee and presented to us is in the best
possible form we could get it.

Mr. PLUMMER of Penobscot: Do I
understand that the senator from Cum-
berland withdraws his amendment?

Mr. VIRGIN of Cumberland: Yes, I
will withdraw the amendment.

Mr. PRINCE of Oxford: Mr. Presi-
dent, I will say in regard to the amend-
ment that I proposed, I am told by sen-
ators here that the High school bill al-
ready covers by former legislation the
point I had. 1In reading the section,
this morning, it occurred to me that it
might be a benefit to the towns not
having a High school where they have
to pay taxes to support others, ;Hat
they have this privilege of sending their
scholars into another town to a free
High school; and I would ask the sena-
tor from Penobscot, if this is the fact?

Mr. PLUMMER of Penobscot: My
impression is, Mr. President, that it
does. I would like to be supported in
that by any other senator who has de-
finite knowledge in regard to the mat-
ter.

Mr. PRINCE of Oxford: When I
spoke, I said senator, I meant members
of the House. There certainly can be
no objection to this amendment pro-
viding the law does not already cover
it. I did not intend to offer any.
When I saw the gentleman had amend-
ed the bill so that it would be obliged
to return to the House, I thought an
amendment of this kind to go back
with it, certainly could meet with no
objection. But, if the law already cov-
ers this point, I will withdraw it.

Mr. PLUMMER of Penobscot: Mr.
President, I do not wish to assure the
senator from Oxford that it does. I
simply said that was my impression. I
will say further, that impression has
been made since I have been within
this chamber, this morning, and is not
formed from any information which I
had upon the subject before. I do not
think, however, that as a matter of
practice it is done under the free High
school law. If any gentleman present
knows of an instance under his own



274 LEGISLATIVE RECORD —SENATE, FEBRUARY 21.

observation, where it has been done,
that solves the question.

Mr. NOBLE of Franklin: It has come
within my personal experience that two
towns abjoining me join forces and
support a free High school and have
the benefit of the free High school ap-
propriation of the State.

Mr. PRINCE of Oxford: That does
not cever this case. I know from
Sumner and Hartford they sent schol-
ars to Buckfield, and towns have paid
their tuition without receiving any re-
muneration from the State. Now cer-
tainly, this bill has got to go back to
the House as already amended, and I
see no reason why this amendment
should not be inserted, so that Sumner
and Hartford, and towns that have to
bear their portion of the tax that is
paid for free High schools should not
have the privilege of sending- their
scholars to our free High scliools as
well as academies. The academies are
far distant from any of- these towns.
So, Mr. President, I wish that this
amendment, so simple as it is that it
can be of no possible objection, may be
inserted. .

The PRSIDENT: The Chair will state
the amendment on the part of the sen-
ator from Oxford. It relates to Sec-
tion 3, line 2, to amend by inserting af-
ter the word “institutes’ in line second,
Section 3, the words “or free High
schools,” so that the section as amend-
ed my read as follows: Section 3—Any
town or precinct providing free tui-
tion for its High school scholars in
any academy, seminary, or free High
school shall receive State aid to the
amount of one-half the sum expended
for such instruction, provided no town
shall receive to exceed $250, in any
given year; and provided further that
no town shall receive aid under this act
if a free High school of standard grade
is maintained in said town.

Mr. PLUMMER of Penobscot: I
would suggest that the words or in-
stitute has been left out there, and that
it be inserted by the Chair.

The PRESIDENT: The secretary
calls my attention to the fact. It twas
simply left out in copying.

Mr. NOBLE of Franklin: Mr. Presi-
dent, It seems to me that is intro-
ducing a matter a little foreign to this

measure. I have no doubt the matter
of free High schools was fully discuss-
ed by the committee during their con-
sideration of this bill. I know it was
brought up at the hearing. I feel very
positive that the point suggested by the
senator from Oxford, is fully covered
by the general law. If he finds that it
is not covered by the general law why
not have the general law relating to
free Hifh schools amended, and let this
academy measure, as it has been pre-
pared, as it has passed the House, go
along on its passage. For my part I
am unwilling to jeopardize this meas-
ure and throw it back into the House
and into discussion upon so small a
point and this point which can be cov-
ered by amending the law in relation
to free High schools, if such an amend-
ment is necessary, which 1 very much
doubt. I hope the senator will not in-
sist upon his amendment to this bill.
Mr. PRINCE of Oxford: I am in-
formed th4dt former legislation positive-

ly covers this case, and I am informed .

so by the department of education; and
I desire to withdraw the amendment
which is amendment G.

Mr. WEEKS of Somerset: Mr. Presi-
dent, this seems to be a kind of class
meeting, at which almost all of us are
giving their experience, and in which
the senator from Cumberland and the
senator from Oxford have acknowledgz-
ed their sins and asked forgivness of
the Senate; and in which the senator
from Penobscot, Mr. Plummer, seems
to be class leader. Now I have a con-
stituent who sent me an amendment
which he desires to offer to the bill. I
do not want to offer it, but, then, hav-
ing acknowledeged my sins and asked
forgiveness of the Senate——

The PRESIDENT: If the senator
from Somerset will pardon me,—the
pending amendment is now the amend-
ment offered by the senator from Lin-
coln. -

Mr. WEEKS: I do not propose to of-
fer this amendment at the present time.
I am trying to get & little information.
I would like to read the amendment
that has been sent to me by one of my
constituents, and I would like to have
the matter explained by the senator
from Penohscot. I kmow as little about
this matter as the ordinary lawyer
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knows about religion. 7The amendment
sent to me is as follows: *“Scholars be-
tween 8 or 10 and 21 years and suffi-
ciently advanced in their studies may
attend any academy on such terms and
<conditions as may bhe agreed on hy the
trustees of the academy and the school
<ommittee of the town, and such school
committee may expend from coinm:on
and High school funds of their town a
sum not exceding that which such
scholars would be entitled to draw on
an equitable division of said fund the
whole mnumber attending school in
their town.

Now if the senator from Penobscot,
who has so graciously acted as our
class leader will take this matter up
and explain it to the Senate, I think
that I will not offer the amendm:nt.
(Applause). ' .

Mr. PLUMMER of Penobhscot: Mr.
President, I think I shall have toc he
tecorded as opposed to-this amendment
for the reason that I believe an acu-
demy receiving special favor from this
State in the shape of appropriations of
from $500 to $1000, should be an aca-
demy ané not a kindergarten. T do not
believe that we should prove the way
by the action of this Senate to have
children of tender years, not older tian
10 years, who ought to be in ilie kin-
dergarten or the primary school, or ths

" intermediate school, put into these aca-
demies in order to swell the number
and lower the grade and standard of
the institution. I do not believe in
that policy; and I may say here, as well
as at any time, that it was the policy
of the committee in framing this bill
to raise rather than to depress the
standard of these institutions. We
sraded these institutions with refer-
ence to the amount of appropriation
from the State which they might re-
ceive in order to excite and raise the
ambition of those institutions and those
who control them, so that they might
build up their institutions and enable
them to pass from the lower grade to
a higher; and we placed the lowest
grade so high that there would bhe a
mharked distinction between an ijnstitu-
tion receiving $500 over and in addition
to the $250 of High school money whiclhi
they might receive under certain con-
«itions the same as a High school. Such

an institution should be graded so high -
that there should be a difference be-
tween it and an ordinary High school.
Now, the effect of this amendment will
be to lower the dignity and grade of
these academies; and, for that reason,
I am opposed to it, and ask the Senate
to vote it down.

Mr. WEEKS of Somerset: After the
oratorical exuberance of the senator
from Penobscot, I certainly should not
have the face to press this amendment,
which I have asked him to discuss.
(Applause).

Mr. MCFADDEN of Lincoln: I want
to saw a word, if any amendment is in
crder. The senator from Penobscot has
just stated, as I understand, that these
academies can have the advantage of
the free High school law as well as of
the provisions of the first sections of
this bill; and the senator from Han-
cock—excuse the error—from Washing-
ton and the senator from Penobscot are
both on the educational committee and
do not seem to agree. I want to read
a line or two which led me to think
that the act provided for giving these
academies the advantage of both laws.

Any town—any town-—that is the lan-
guage—or precinct providing free tui-
tion for its High school scholars in any
academy—any academy-—shall receive
State aid to the amount of one-half the
sum expended for such instruction.

Now if we do mnot take in the aca-
demies, if it does not apply to the
towns where the academies are situat-
ed, I cannot unrestand the English lan-
guage. I say that it is unfair. Why,
the friends of the academies are most
unfair in their argumenis. They will
take a free High school of the lowest
grade, one that perhaps is receiving
$250, where some little town has strug-
gled to have better schools and Lias not
raised as much as $250 and have only
provided perhaps two terms a year,
and they will compare that little school
that is receiving perhaps $250 or 3300
a yvear, with an academy which is re-
ceiving $1000 or $2000, and then dilate
upon the discrepancy and inferiority of
the free High schcol. Good Lord! Who
wonders that they are inferior? When
you give to the academy three or four
time as much as you give to the free
High school—when you discriminate
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against them in that way, is it any
wonder? In the towns where the free
High schools are able to make an ef-
fort themselves they make an effort
themselves. They tax themselves to
have the school of a higher grade; and
the State certainly ought to do as well
by those people as by the people of a
town that does not put its hand in its
pocket to the extent of one cent. We
have been giving them, and we give
them by th first section of this bill any-
where from $500 to $1000 and now this
section three provides that they shall
have an advantage of the free High
school act too. It is an outrageous in-
equality in distributing the school
funds of the State and I hope it will
be stricken out.

Mr. VIRGIN of Cumberland: While
we are on this subject of school funds
I have a few facts on this matter that
might interest the senators. I had oc-
casion to glance in some casual way
at the appropriation bill which I un-
derstand is coming up at the proper
time; and I find that one of the first
items there was the school fund and
mill tax. I had some curiosity to see
how it was made up and how it was
distributed. Now there has bean som=z-
thing said about th unfairness of the
distribution of the funds of the State
for edacational purposes. That fund—
the school fund and mill tax for the
vear 1900 was $532,204.24 and that was
divided among the cities and towns of
this State as provided by law. The
city of Auburn had 4498 scholars. It
receives of the school fund and mill
tax $11,375.31. It pays a State tax of
$19,143.71. The town of Brunswick has
2179 scholars. It received $5,510.63, and
it pays a State tax of $10,685.17. The
city of Portland has 14,469 scholars anrl
receives from the State from that
school fund $36,591.68 and pays a State
tax of $129,054.66, or four times as much
as it receives. I have a list of the rest
of the cities. I have a list of the towns
and plantations, giving the number of
scholars and the amount of the school
fund that they receive and the amount
of the State tax they pay. Deer Isle
has 766 scholars. It receives $1937.19 of
the 'school fund and mill tax for edu-
cational purposes in its town and it
pays $980.15 of State tax. TFort Kent

has 1148 scholars. It receives $2906.23
and pays $540.77 tax. It receives back
more than five times of the whole State
tax it pays. Stonington has 564 schol-
ars. It receives $1436.24 and it pays in
State tax $548.99. These are extreme
cases. In the county of Androscoggin
no town receives more money of the
school fund or mill tax than it pay
State tax. In Aroostook 66 towns and
plantations receive more money than
they pay in State tax. Cumberland in
two towns receives more money than
it pays in State tax. In PFranklin 11
towns and plantations receive more. In
Hancock 26 towns receive more money
than they pay in State tax. Kennebec
2, Knox 6, Lincoln 5, Oxford 8, Penob-
scot 31, Piscataquis 13, Sagadahoc 1,
Somrset 16, Waldo 7, Washington 45,
and in York no towns receive more
money than they pay State tax. I do
not think it will be profitable for the
Senate to go into an exhibition of the
unfairness of the distribution. Some
distribution must be made. Education-
al facilities must be provided for the
boys and girls of the State; but I do
not think we shall reach any profitable
result if we begin to criticize the dis-
tribution of the tax at the present time.

Mr. MCFADDEN of Lincoln: The
distribution, Mr. President, which. the
senator refers to is made upon a basis
that is universal through the State,
that is the number of scholars; and it
is made for the purpose of giving the
scholars of this State an equal chance
in the way of education. In that light
it is fair and equal.

Mr. PLUMMER of Penobscot: Mr.
President, I do not think the matter
brought into this discussion by my
friend from Cumberland is really ger-
maine to the bill. It is interesting as
a general dessertation on the subject
of education in the State of Maine. My
friend from Lincoln criticized section
three of this bill, and I wish for his
information and consideration to read
a little from section one where it says
‘‘and provided that the amaunt paid by
the State to amy academy under this
act shall be expended by the said aca-
demy for instruction during the year
for which payment is made; and shall
not exceed the total income of said
academy from all other sources. That
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was put in there in order that the town
in which the academy was located
might be required, in case the academy
as in the case with a large majority
of the academies of the State was not
fortunate enough to have an income
from invested funds, to do something
towards the support of that academy in
order to secure this appropriation from
the State; and as provided by that sec-
tion, a portion of which I have read.
They are obliged in some way to find
a sum to be used for the purposes of
that academy from some source or

- other, either to be paid out of their

pockets or to be paid in some way
equal to the amount which they receive
from the State. Then we felt that
there might be in outlying towns which
were too small or too poor to support
a free High school, boys and girls that
would like to take advantage of the op-
portunties and privileges of this aca-
demy in a central town, but who would
not be able to do so; and in order to
encourage them and give them some
assistance in obtaining this higher sec-
ondary education, we made the provi-
sions of section three, that any town
or precinct providing free tuition for
its High school scholars in any aca-
demy shall receive State aid to the
amount of one-half of the sum expend-
ed for such instruction—so that if those
outlying towns saw fit to take up this
matter and provide for a school for
their advanced pupils in these academ-
ies, the State would re-imburse them

‘to the extent of one-half of the amount

thus provided; and we believe this is in
the right direction. We believe this is
In the interest of a wider dissemina-
tion of the advantages of advanced
school privileges on' the part of the
State and that it should be encour-
aged; and to mymind that is one of
the best sections in this bill. I -hope
that the criticism of my friend from
Lincoln will not find lodgment in the
minds of the Senate. I believe he has
made no motion with reference to this
section. )

The PRESIDENT: The senator from
Lincoln has offered an amendment to
strike out the third section of the bill.

Mr. PLUMMER: I hope then by all
means that the amendment will not
prevail.

Mr. MCFADDEN of Lincoln: Mr..
President, I agree fully with the senti-
ments of the senator from Penobscot.
relative to other towns than those in
which the institution is situated. If
they provide free tuition, having no-
free High school or other institulion
where their scholars can be accommo-
dated, I agree with him fully upon that.
point—that the State should in equity-
provide and pay one-half; and I ac-
knowledge, too, in this class meeting,
that I did not fully comprehend the-
provision in the first section which he -
has explained. I have been so busy
with other things that I had not stud-
ied the act as much as I ought to have-
done. Considering this, and as I now
understand, I withdraw the amend-
ment.

Mr. WEEKS of Somerset: Mr. Pres-
ident, I am glad that the Senator from
Lincoln has been converted. Now we- .
can have a love feast. (Applause.)
There was one thing I wanted to al-
lude to further. I understand from the-
senator from Cumberland that the 1nill
tax, so called, is distributed among the-
towns and cities according to the num-
ber of children—scholars under 21. Now
if the fathers and mothers of Portland
are not doing their duties in that re-
spect, we countrymen are not to blame
for it. (Applause.) -

The PRESIDENT: House amend-
ments “B” and “D” are adopied,
Amendment ‘“E"” proposed by the sena-
tor from Penobscot, has been adopied.

The bill as amended was passed to be-
engrossed.

A communication was received from
the secretary of State, transmitting re-
port of the bureau of industrial and
labor statisties.

On motion of Mr. Weeks of Somerset,
the same was referred to the commit-
tee on labor.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.

Mr. McFadden, for the comittee on
tuxation, on bill, an act to tax deposits
in the savings banks and trust com-
panies of Maine, reported ought not to-
pass.

On motion of Mr. Staples of Knox,
this bill and the accompanying report
were laid on the table pending the ac-
ceptance of the report of the commit~
tee.
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~ Mr. Whitehouse, for the committee
on railroads, telegraphs and expresses,
on bill, an act authorizing the Mil-
‘bridge & Cherryfield Electric Railroad
Co. to construct and operate its rail-
road across Narragaugus river in Mil-
‘bridge, reported ought to pass. Bill ta-
bled for printing under the joint rules.

Mr. Murchie, for the comittee on rail-
Toads, telegraphs and expresses, on
bill, an act to incorporate the Poland
Telephone Co., reported same in a new
-draft, under the same title, and that
it ought to pass. Bill tabled for print-
ing under the joint rules.

Mr. Vickery, for the comittee on con-
gressional appointment, on order or the
Legislature relating to apportioning
the State into districts for the cLoice
of members of Congress, reported ac-
companying ‘bill under title an act to
apportion representatives to Congress
and that same ought to pass. Laid on
‘the table to be printed under the joint
rules. '

Mr. Morrison, for the committee on
military affairs, on bill, an act to
amend Chapter 266 of the Public Laws
-of 1899, relating to the militia, report-
-ed same in new draft, under the same
title, and that it ought to pass. Bill ta-
‘bled for printing under the joint rules.

PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED,

An act to cede jurisdiction to the
United States over certain property of
the National Home for disabled volun-
teer soldiers. .

An act to amend Section 2 of Chap-~
ter 166 of the Private and Special Laws
«of 1887, as amended by Chapter 40 of
the Private and Special Laws of 1899,
relating to the Fort Fairfield Village
‘Corporation.

An act to amend Section 17 of Chap-
ter 60 of the Revised Statutes as
-amended by Chapter 178 of the Public
Taws of 1897, and as amended oy
Chapter 94 of the Public Laws of 1899,
relating to change of name in divorce
‘proceedings, and relating to the care,
custody and support of minor children,
of divorced parents.

An act to amend Section 17 of Chap-
ter 128 of the Revised Statutes as
amended by Chapter 130 of the Public
Laws of 1899, relating to tramps.

An act to authorize Robert Jordan
to maintain a wharf into the tide wa-

ter of New Meadows river in Bruns-
wick, county of Cumberland.

Resolve authorizing the land agent
to release the State’s interest in Bar
island in Hancock county.

An act to amend the charter of the
Osipee Valley Telegraph and Telephone
Co. ’

An act to amend Chapter 61 of the
Public Laws of 1887, as amended by
Chapter 319 of the Public Laws of 1897
relating to loan and building associa-
tions. )

An act to
Boom Co.

An act to incorporate the Pleasant
River Improvement Co.

Resolve in favor of a bridge over the
St. Croix river in the town of Masar-
dis.

Resolve for State penmsions.

Resolve in favor of Laura J. Darling
of Lee, for State pension.

Resolve in favor of the permanent
employment of a catalaguer for the
Maine State library.

An act to provide for the retirement
of commissioned officers of the militia
or the National Guard of the State of
Maine.

An act prohibiting the taking of shell
fish from the shores and flats of Little
‘Whaleboat island in the town of
Harpswell. )

An act to amend Chapter 104 of the

incorporate the TUnion

Public Laws of 1899, relating to the -

salary of the judge of the municipal
court of Bath.

Resolve favoring legislation by Con-
gress to equalize extra pay of United
States volunteers.

An act to provide temporarily for the
storage of water in the West Branch
of the Penobscot river.

The following bills, petitions,
were presented and referred:

JUDICIARY.

By Mr. Weeks of Somerset—An act
to amend the charter of the Water-
ville municipal court. (Under suspen-
sion of the rules.)

MILITARY AFFAIRS,

By Mr. Morrison of York—Resolve in
favor of William J. Maybury, surgeon
general.

ete.,

TAXATION,
By Mr. Dudley of Aroostook—Peti-
tion relating to equalization of taxa-
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tion. - .
PASSED TO BE ENACTED.

An act to amend Section 55 of Chap-
ter 8 of the Revised Statutes, as
amended by Chapter 235 of the Public
Laws of the year 1893, relating to taxa-
tion of express companies.

An act to incorporate the trustees of
Springfield Normal school.

FINALLY PASSED.

Resolve 'in favor of Maine State li-
brary.

ORDERS OF THE DAY,

Resolve favoring legislation by Con-~
gress to equalize extra pay of United
States Volunteers.

This resolve was introduced by Mr.
Morrison of York, and on his motion
the same received its two several read-
ings and was passed to be engrossed,
under suspension of the rules.

On- motion by Mr. Prince of Oxford,
the Senate adjourned.

HOUSE.

Thursday, Feb. %1

Prayer by Rev. Mr. Newbert of Au-
gusta. .

Papers from the Senate disposed of
in concurrence.

An act to provide for returns of tel-
egraph and telephone companies to the
State, came from the Senate referred
in non-concurrence to the committee
on taxation. In the House on motion
by Mr. Plummer of Portland, it was:
l1aid on the table.

The following petitions, bills,
were presented and referred:

JUDICIARY,

By Mr. Harris of Auburn-Bill, an
act to amend Section 17 of Chapter 17T
of the Revised Statutes relating to
stationary engines. (Received under a
suspension of the rules.)

By Mr. Beal of Bangor-—Bill, an act
to amend Section 10 of Chapter 157 of
the Private Laws of 1895, relating to
title by descent. (Received under a
suspension of the rules,)

LEGATL AFFAIRS.

By Mr. Smith of Waterboro—Bill, an:
act restricting the rights of the Saco
Water Power Co. (Received under a
suspension of the rules.)

By Mr. Staples of York—Bill, an act
to ratify, confirm and define the char-
ter of the York Water Co. (Received
under a suspension of the rules.)

By Mr. Hill of Belfast—Petition of
C. F. Ginn and 480 others, voters and
tax payers of the city of Belfast, in
favor of the repeal of the State con-
stabulary law. (Received under a sus-
pension of the rules.)

MILITARY AFFAIRS,

' By Mr. Dudley of Augusta—Resolve:
in favor of the city of Augusta for aid
rendered to soldiers in the war.with
Spain.

By Mr. Brewster of Llsbon—-Resolve
in favor of the town of Lisbon. (Re-
ceived under a suspension of the rules.y

INLAND FISHERIES AND GAME,
By Mr. Mead of Bridgton—Petition
of J. P. Burrill of Westbrook and 29
others favoring the screening of ther
outlet of Sebago lake; of Leroy B. Na-
son and 41 others; of Frank Gibbs a.nd
63 others, all for same.

ete.,



	11o
	12
	LegRec1901_p0267
	LegRec1901_p0268
	LegRec1901_p0269
	LegRec1901_p0270
	LegRec1901_p0271
	LegRec1901_p0272
	LegRec1901_p0273
	LegRec1901_p0274
	LegRec1901_p0275
	LegRec1901_p0276
	LegRec1901_p0277
	LegRec1901_p0278
	LegRec1901_p0279

