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STATE OF MAINE 
One Hundred and Ninth Legislature 

JOURNAL OF THE SENATE 
January 25, 1979 

Sena te called to Order by the President. 

Prayer by Senator Bennett D. Katz of Augus­
ta. 

Senator KATZ: Let us pray. Lord, bless the 
members of this Senate, as we attempt to do 
God's work and the work of the Maine People; 
Bless the members of our staff. who help us to 
do our work in a pleasant and effective environ­
ment: Bless the members of the press who, in 
effect. are a bridge between our work and the 
People of the State: Bless our families. many 
of whom undergo many hardships. so that we 
may be here. Amen. 

Reading of the Journal of yesterday. 

Out of Order and Under Suspension of the 
Rules: 

On motion bv Senator Pierce of Kennebec. 
ORDERED.' the House concurring, that 

when the House and Senate adjourn. they ad­
journ to Tuesday. January 30. at ten o'clock in 
the morning. (S. P. 97) 

Which was Read and Passed. 
Sent down forthwith for concurrence. 

On motion by Senator Pierce of Kennebec, 
Rece~sed until the sound of the bell. 

Recess 

After Recess 

Senate called to Order by the President. 

Papers From tbe House 
House Papers 

Bill. "An Ad to Allow Prison Inmates to 
Attend the Funeral of a Brother or Sister.·· (H. 
P. 100\ IL. D. 148\ 

Heference to the Committee on Health and 
Institutional Services is suggested. 

Comes from the House. referred to the Joint 
Seleet Committee on Correctional Institutions 
and Ordered Printed. 

On motion by Senator Katz of Kennebec. re­
ferred to the Committee on Health and Institu­
tional Services and Ordered Printed, in non­
concurrence. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

Bill. "An Act Relating to Avoidance of Con­
tracts Made on the Lord's Day." (H. P.136) (L. 
D. 146) 

Bill, "An Aet Relating to the Use of Force in 
Defense of Premises." (H. P. 138) IL. D. 156) 

Come from the House. referred to the Com­
mittee on Judiciary and Ordered Printed. 

Which were referred to the Committee on Ju­
diciary and Ordered Printed, in concurrence. 

RESOLVE. Authorizing Burton L. Lockhart 
or his Legal Representatives to bring Civil 
Action against the State of Maine. I H. P. 137) 
IL. D. 159) 

Committee on Judiciary suggested. 
Comes from the House. referred to the Com­

mittee on Legal Affairs and Ordered Printed. 
Which was referred to the Committee on 

Legal Affairs and Ordered Printed. in concur­
rence. 

Bill. "An Act to Require Personnel Files to 
Include Medical Records and Nurses' Station 
Notes." IH. P. 139) IL. D. 158) 

Bill. " An Act to Amend the Maine State Ap­
prenticeship Council to State Apprenticeship 
and Training Council to Conform with Federal 
Recommendations under the Labor Laws." (H. 
P. 140) (L. D. 160) 

Bill. "An Act to Provide Time for the Em­
ployee and Employer to Consider Payment of 
Compensation by Agreement." (H. P. 141) IL. 

D. 161) 
Bill, "An Act Relating to Arbitration under 

the State Employees Labor Relations Act." 
(H. P. 142) (L. D. 162) 

Come from the House, referred to the Com­
mittee on Labor and Ordered Printed. 

Which were referred to the Committee on 
Labor and Ordered Printed, in concurrence. 

Bill, "An Act Concerning Expenditure of 
County Funds." (H. P. 143) (L. D. 149) 

Bill, "An Act Concerning County Commis­
sioners' Discretionary Powers Regarding 
Grants Placed in County Budgets." (H. P. 144) 
(L. D. 151) 

Bill, "An Act Converting Mount Chase Plan­
tation into the Town of Mount Chase." (Emer­
gency) (H. P. 145) IL. D. 163) 

Come from the House, referred to the Com­
mittee on Local and County Government and 
Ordered Printed. 

Which were referred to the Committee on 
Local and Countv Government and Ordered 
Printed, in concurrence. 

Bill, .. An Act to Provide a Trade-in Credit for 
Musical Instruments." (H. P. 146) (L. D. 147) 

Comes from the House. referred to the Com­
mittee on Taxation and Ordered Printed. 

Which was referred to the Committee on 
Taxation and Ordered Printed, in concurrence. 

Bill, "An Act to Revise the Service Charge 
for Local Vehicle Registration Agents." (H. P. 
147) IL. D. 150) 

Bill, "An Act to Exempt Trucks Hauling 
Bulk Milk and Food from Certain Weight 
Limits on State, County and Municipal Roads." 
(Emergency) (H. P. 148) (L. D. 164) 

Come from the House, referred to the Com­
mittee on Transportation and Ordered Printed. 

Which were referred to the Committee on 
Transportation and Ordered Printed, in con­
currence. 

Paper From tbe House 
Joint Order 

ORDERED, the Senate concurring, that the 
Joint Standing Committee on Local and County 
Government be directed to submit legislation 
revising the salaries of county officers and to 
bring out a Resolve or Resolves for Laying of 
the County Taxes for the year 1979. (H. P. 135) 

Comes from the House, Read and Passed. 
Which was Read and Passed, in concurrence. 

Senate Papers 
Senator Huber of Cumberland presented, 

RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to 
the Constitution of Maine to Limit the Amount 
of State Expenditures which may be made 
from Undedicated Revenues without Voter Ap­
proval. (S. P. 96) 

Which was referred to the Committee on Ap­
propriations and Financial Affairs and Ordered 
Printed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

Senator Chapman of Sagadahoc presented, 
Bill, "An Act Prohibiting a Bank Holding Com­
pany from Owning more than One Type of Fi­
nancial Institution." (S. P. 911 

Which was referred to the Committee on 
Business Legislation and Ordered Printed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

Senator Carpenter of Aroostook presented. 
Bill, "An Act to Amend the Representation of 
Towns on Community Schools Districts." (S. 
P.93) 

Which was referred to the Committee on Ed­
ucation and Ordered Printed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

Senator Clark of Cumberland presented, Bill, 
"An Act to Provide Accessible Polling Places 
for the Physically Handicapped and the Elder­
ly." (Emergency) (S. P. 95) 

Which was referred to the Committee on 
Election Laws and Ordered Printed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

Senator Chapman of Sagadahoc presented, 
Bill, "An Act Concerning Unemployment Com­
pensation Benefits for Employees Formerly 
Working for a Bankrupt Employer." (S. P. 92) 

Which was referred to the Committee on 
Labor and Ordered Printed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

Senator Najarian of Cumberland presented, 
Bill, "An Act to Revise the Statute Providing 
Reimbursement to Municipalities for Revenue 
Loss Due to Certain Personal Property Tax Ex­
emptions." (S. P. 94) 

Which was referred to the Committee on 
Taxation and Ordered Printed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

Order 
An Expression of Legislative Sentiment rec­

ognizing tha t : 
Wellington Higgins of Winthrop will cele­

brate. on January 25. 1979. the 105th anniver­
sary of his birth ... (S. P. 98) is presented by 
Senator Ault of Kennebec, Co-sponsored by 
Representative Davis of Monmouth. 

Which was Read and Passed. 
Sent down forthwith for concurrence. 

Committee Report 
House 

Divided Report 
The Majority of the Committee on Judiciary 

on, Bill, "An Act to Reinstate the Death Penal­
ty." (H. P. 28) (L. D. 45) 

Reported that the same Ought Not to Pass. 
Signed: 

Senators: 
COLLINS of Knox 
DEVOE of Penobscot 
TRAFTON of Androscoggin 

Representatives: 
HOBBINS of Saco 
SEW ALL of Newcastle 
HUGHES of Auburn 
JOYCE of Portland 
SIMON of Lewiston 

The Minority of the same Committee on the 
same subject Matter Reported that the same 
Ought to Pass. 

Signed: 
Representatives: 

LAFFIN of Westbrook 
STETSON of Wiscasset 
CARRIER of Westbrook 
SILSBY of Ellsworth 
GRA Y of Rockland 

Comes from the House, Bill and Papers In­
definitely Postponed. 

Which was Read. 
The PRESIDENT: Is it the pleasure of the 

Senate to accept the Majority Ought Not to 
Pass report of the Committee? 

The Chair recognizes the Senator from An­
droscoggin Senator Minkowsky. 

Senator MINKOWSKY: Mr. President and 
Members of the Senate: I have been evaluat­
ing. analyzing this particular document as it 
has been before us, the past, at least three ses­
sions. My personal opinion is that the people of 
Maine should have an opportunity to vote on 
this particular issue. 

The sentiment of the people. has already 
been expressed, on a TV Poll I came across re­
cently, which is basically non-official. but by a 
4 to 1 margin. Presently, there are safeguards 
that are built into our very comprehensive Ju­
dicial System in Maine, which protect the 
rights of murderers. 

As you are aware, there are several states 
that h'ave the death penalty provision. and have 
inmates on death row. To the best of my knowl­
edge, there has been no mistakes made, insofar 
as, executions of these individuals. 

My concern today is as a father and a citizen 



98 LEGISLATIVE RECORD SENATE, JANUARY 25, 1979 

of this State. I am convinced that all the Feder­
al dollars and State dollars that have been 
poured into our so-called rehabilitation system 
of criminals are just wasted tax dollars. 

Have we addressed here in the State of 
Maine. the so-called term that's been used, 
"Hit Men" who are hired to kill or do we feel 
that we are immuned from this particular cate­
gory of individual? What about the several 
police officers who have lost their lives? Do we 
just pay their widow a pension and forget about 
that particular point? 

What the Legislature has said in the past, is 
to protect. the rights of a criminal. Send him or 
her to jail for life and reduce their sentence for 
good behavior. Allow some of these preverted 
individuals to matriculate back into our sociI' tv 
and prey again upon our citizens of this State. 

I know froll1 inquiries I have made that the 
people of Maine want to vote on this particular 
issue as they have over the years on several 
other issues. Mr. President, I would ask that a 
Roll Call be taken on the pending motion. 

The PRESIDENT: A Roll Call has been re­
quested. Under the Constitution in order for the 
Chair to order a Roll Call it requires the affir­
mative vote of at least one-fifth of those Sen­
ators present and voting. 

Will all those Senators in favor of ordering a 
Roll Call. please rise and remain standing until 
counted. 

Obviously. more than one-fifth having arisen 
a Roll Call is ordered. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the 
Senator from Hancock. Senator Perkins. 

Senator PERKINS: Mr. President, I wish 
permission to pair my vote with the gentle lady 
from Cumberland Senator Clark. Were she 
here. she would be voting Nay. and I would be 
voting Yea. 

The PRESIDENT: The Senator from Han­
cock. Senator Perkins. now Requests Leave of 
the Senate, to pair his vote with the gentlelady 
from Cumberland. Senator Clark. If she were 
here. she would be voting Nay, and the Senator 
from Hancock would be voting Yes. Is it the 
pleasure of the Senate to grant this leave? It is 
a vote. 

The PRESIDENT: The pending question 
before the Senate. is the acceptance of the Ma­
jority Ought Not to Pass Report of the Commit­
tee. 

A Yes vote will be in favor of accepting. the 
Majority Ought Not to Pass Report. 

A Nay vote will be opposed. 
The Doorkeepers will secure the Chamber. 
The Secretary will call the Roll. 

ROLL CALL 
YEA - Carpenter. Collins, Conley, Devoe, 

Emerson, Farley. Gill. Huber, Katz, Lovell, 
Martin. Najarian, Pierce, Trafton, Trotzky, 
Usher 

NA Y - Ault. Chapman, Hichens. McBreair­
ty. Minkowsky. O'Leary. Pray, Redmond, 
Shute. Silverman. Sutton. Teague 

ABSENT - Cote. Danton 
A Roll Call was had. 
The PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the 

Senator from Hancock. Senator Perkins. 
Senator PERKINS: Mr. President. I wish the 

record to show. the Senator from Cumberland. 
Senator Clark. would vote Yes and I would vote 
No. 

The PRESIDENT: The record will so indi­
cate. 

16 Senators having voted in the affirmative 
and 12 Senators in the negative, with 2 Senators 
pairing their vote. and 2 Senators being absent, 
the Motion to Accept the Ought Not to Pass 
Report does prevail. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the 
Senator from Kennebec. Senator Katz. 

Senator KATZ: Having voted on the prevail­
ing side. I now move reconsideration. 

The PRESIDENT: The Senator from Kenne­
bec. Senator Katz. now moves that the Senate 
reconsider its action. whereby it accepted the 
Majority Ought Not to Pass Report of the Com-

mittee. 
The Chair recognizes the Senator from An­

droscoggin. Senator Minkowsky. 
Senator MINKOWSKY: Mr. President. I 

move this item be tabled for one legislative 
day. pending the motion by the Senator from 
Kennebec. Senator Katz. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the 
Senator from Cumberland, Senator Conley. 

Senator CONLEY: Mr. President: I request 
a Division. 

The PRESIDENT: A Division has been re­
quested, on the Tabling Motion. 

Will all those Senators in favor of tabling this 
item for one legislative day please rise in their 
places to be counted. 

Will all those opposed to (hI' tabling motion. 
please rise in their places to be counted. 

10 Senators having voted in the affirmative 
and 19 Senators in the negative the motion to 
table does not prevail. 

The PRESIDENT: Is it now the pleasure of 
the Senate to reconsider its action whereby. it 
accepted the Majority Ought Not to Pass 
Report of the Committee. 

A Viva Voce Vote being had. the Motion 
failed. 

Orders of the Day 
The President laid before the Senate the 

first, tabled and specially assigned matter: 
RESOLVE, Authorizing the Sale of Certain 

Public Reserved Lands to Cobb's Bosebuck 
Mountain Camps. (S. P. 85) 

Tabled-January 24. 1979 by Senator Pierce 
of Kennebec 

Pending-Motion of Senator O'Leary of 
Oxford to Refer to Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

The PRESIDENT: The Senator has the floor. 
Senator KATZ: Mr. President. I oppose the 

motion by the Senator from Oxford, Senator 
O'Leary, to refer this Bill to the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

I ask for a Division and if my position is suc­
cessful, I would urge that we send it to the 
Committee on State Government. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the 
Senator from Oxford. Senator O'Leary. 

Senator O'LEARY: Mr. President, I would 
like to withdraw my motion. 

On motion by Senator Katz of Kennebec. re­
ferred to the Committee on State Government 
and Ordered Printed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

On motion by Senator Katz of Kennebec, the 
Senate voted to take from the table: 

JOINT ORDER-relative to Purchase of 
Supplies. Equipment, Etc. (S. P. 11) 

Tabled-January 3, 1979 by Senator Katz of 
Kennebec 

Pending-Passage. 
The PRESIDENT: The Senator has the floor. 
Senator KATZ: Mr. President, I move that 

this Joint Order be Indefinitely Postponed. 
The PRESIDENT: The Senator from Kenne­

bec, Senator Katz. now moves that this Joint 
Order (S. P. 11) be Indefinitely Postponed. 

The Chair recognizes the Senator from Cum­
berland. Senator Conley. 

Senator CONLEY: Mr. President and Mem­
bers of the Senate: This order has been on the 
table for some time now, I wonder if the Secre­
tary might Read the Joint Order. 

Which was Read. 
The PRESIDENT: Is it now the pleasure of 

the Senate that this Joint Order be Indefinitely 
Postponed? 

It is a vote. 

On motion by Senator Katz of Kennebec, the 
Senate voted to take from the table: 

SENATE ORDER-relative to 800 telephone 
number 

Tabled-January 11, 1979 by Senator Katz of 
Kennebec 

Pending-Passage. 

The PRESIDENT: The Senator has the floor. 
Senator KATZ': Mr. President. This Joint 

Order-this Senate Order which confused me 
for a moment being a Senate Order because 
normally we attempt to do things in a Joint 
basis. seeks to install an 800 Telephone for the 
benefit of constituents during the Legislative 
Session. 

Upon review of the costs, we found that the 
cost of a single 800 is about $600. per month. 
With respect to our Legislative incoming phone 
calls, we found that it was almost useless. be­
cause so many of you complained that one line 
was not doing it. You were getting a lot of busy 
signals. We are now up to two. which is $1.200 a 
month. If we hear more complaints it might 
verv wt'll be. that it will be up to 3. 

There are an increaSing number of 800 tele­
phone lines within the State House Complex. 
Department of Human Services. other depart­
ments have them, and it was the feeling that 
additional expense just during the legislative 
session would be inappropriate. 

I move that this Senate Order be Indefinitely 
Postponed. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the 
Senator from Washington, Senator Silverman. 

Senator SILVERMAN: Mr. President and 
Members of the Senate: This was an Order 
which I placed before the Senate. I am quite 
certain that many of you found it agreeable. 

The Senate, I think, should come into the 
year 1979, and recognize that communications 
are important with 'our constituents. An 800 
number, in the year 1979. is important in most 
businesses. in most government and in most 
major areas of concern with the public. 

I was very surprised that the Majority Floor­
leader would stand here and say we cannot 
afford it. $15,000 a bed in Thomaston and we 
can not afford $3,600 for a telephone number. so 
that our constituents could call us. 

I understand also what has controlled this 
Senate over the~eAl's. Tl!e corporate heads can 
call it tax deductible. The City Managers can 
calL it is not an expense to them. But when the 
public wants to call the Senate. are we going to 
deny them an 800 number to call free of charge 
because of an expense they say is a little too 
large. 

For me, it is not the expense. the reason that 
they want to kill this bill. For me. it is those 
who control this Senate body don·t want the 
people to have a way into the Senate. Most 
people working haven't time to be here. but 
they do have time to pick up a telephone; 
whether you are in Washington County. or Som­
erset County or"Cumberland County, and call 
their Senators on important matters facing this 
body. In front of me I have a partial list of the 
800 numbers that we afford in State Govern­
ment. Areas like Agriculture, Children's 
Emergency, Citizens' Assistance, Committee 
on Aging,' Education, Environmental Protec­
tion. Food Stamps, Human Services, Inland 
Fi~heries and Wildlife, Motor Vehicle, State 
Police; Taxation Administration and Veterans 
Affairs. There are certainly many others that 
have 800 numbers that we can afford in our gov­
ernment. 

I am certainly sure that we can afford. for 
this honorable body, the Senate of the State of 
Maine, to have an 800 number for their constit­
uents. I will ask for a Roll Call vote. I only hope 
that you people will understand your constitu­
ents. may come first, finally in this Senate 
body. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the 
Senator from Kennebec, Senator Katz. 

Senator KATZ: Mr. President. I am im­
pressed by the remarks of the Senator from 
Washington, Senator Silverman. 

I would like to charge him. however. gently. 
that probably he did not mean to impugn the 
motives of those of us who oppose this Senate 
Order. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the 
Senator from Aroostook. Senator Carpenter. 
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Senator CAHPENTER: Mr. President and 
Ladies and Gentlemen of the Senate: I think 
that I use that 800 number. the two 800 lines 
that we have coming into the State House. 
probably more than anyone else when we are 
not in session. 

I would support til(' Senator frnm Washing­
ton. Sl'nator Silverman. on his opposition to 
this motion. But perhaps politics being the art 
of compromise. if this order does die and the 
800 number does die. I would appreciate it very 
much if somebody might look into the possibili­
ty of whatever technical changes might be nec­
essary to switch one of those 800 lines that we 
have to an 800 number for our constituents 
while we are in session. 

Hopefully. those 800 numbers that we use 
when we are home are very inactive at this 
point since we are all down here. anyway. most 
of the week. Whv not switch over to a constitu­
ent line since one of those lines does not work 
anyway. never has worked, properly? If you 
want to get cut off. you want to call in on the #2 
line over there. It is guaranteed that you will 
lose vour call. 

Hui while we are down here why couldn't we 
switch over that line. if this order should 
happen to die? I think that when you come from 
as far awav from the State House as I do: and 
when vou -handle The volume of constituent 
work that many of us do. especially when we 
come from outside of Kennebec County. that an 
800 number would be most important, not only 
to allow our constituents to express themselves 
on the various issues that are in the headlines 
every day and on the daily news. but also to get 
in touch with us as far as little constituent mat­
ters. 

I would certainly hope that one way or anoth­
er we might allow some easier access to us. by 
our constituents. Thank you. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes the 
Senator from Cumberland, Senator Conley. 

Senator CONLEY: Mr. President and Mem­
bers of the Senate: With respect to the Senate 
Order before us this morning, it does seem to 
me that we are being somewhat penny wise and 
dollar foolish. 

It seems that we are in Legislative Session 
for 100 Legislative days in the first regular ses­
sion. We are in 50 davs in the second session. 

I know that man~' of us if we are sitting at 
home in the evening. we are really. pestered to 
death. with the number of commercials that 
come over the TV Set during that evening. It is 
incredible thl' 800 numbers that are floating 
across the bottom of the screen to call immedi­
ately. to take advantage of this great deal that 
is being offered the public. and it is free of cost 
allegedly. We know that when you purchase the 
product that you are obviously-you are 
making some type of payment for it. 

Well government should be accessible to the 
people. I know that the one 800 number that we 
have to call the State House rather than using 
our credit card number that we have, again to 
try and keep the expenses down: you have 
great difficulty sometimes getting through. 
When you do get through they ask who's call­
ing, and you have to give your name as Senator 
Conley or Representative so and so. 

It just seems to me that some of the things 
that the good Senator from Washington, Sen­
ator Silverman, are saying is true. People in 
business do not have any real problem about 
reaching the State House, but the average guy 
on the street wants to make a phone call and he 
wants to get in touch with one of us, he pays 
New England Tel. and Tel. for that call. 

I think that government's role is to provide 
service to the people. and I do not think that 
that cost of an 800 number being open to the cit­
izens of this State. regardless of how often it 
would be used. would be any great cost to us. 
Therefore. I would oppose the motion to Indefi­
nit.ely Postpone this order. 

The PRESIDENT: Is the Senate ready for 
the question? 

A Roll Call has been requested. 
Under the Constitution, in order for the Chair 

to order a Roll Call it requires the affirmative 
vote of at least one-fifth of those Senators pre­
sent and voting. 

Will all those Senators in favor of ordering a 
Roll Call. pleas(' ris(' and rt'main standing until 
counted. 

Obviously more than om'-fifth having arisen 
a Roll Call is ordered. 

The pending question before the Senate is a 
motion by the Senator from Kennebec, Senator 
Katz, that the Senate Indefinitely Postpone 
Senate Order, relative to the 800 Telephone 
Number. 

A Yes vote will be in favor of Indefinite Post-
ponement. 

A Nay vote will be opposed. 
The Doorkeepers will secure the Chamber. 
The Secretary will call the Roll. 

ROLL CALL 
YEA - Ault. Chapman. Devoe. Emerson. 

Farley. Gill, Hichens. Huber. Katz. Lovell. 
Martin. McBreairty. Perkins. Pierce. Red­
mond, Shute. Sutton. Teague. Trotzky. 

NAY - Carpenter. Conley. Minkowsky. Na­
jarian. O·Leary. Pray. Silverman, Trafton. 
Usher. 

ABSENT - Clark. Collins, Cote, Danton. 
A Roll Call was had. 
19' Senators having voted in the affirmative 

and 9 Senators in the negative, with 4 Senators 
absent, the motion to Indefinitely Postpone this 
Order doe~ prevail. 

----

On motion by Senator Katz of Kennebec, the 
Senate voted to take from the table. 

'JOINT ORDER-relative to Study of Correc­
tional Systems. (H. P. 75) 

Tabled-January 16, 1979 by Senator Katz of 
Kennebec 
Pending-Passage. 

The PRESIDENT: The Senator has the floor. 
Senator KATZ: Mr. President: The Senate 

will remember that this was a rather lengthy 
order which came immediately upon the for­
mation of a Select Committee on Correctional 
Institutions. 

Upon reading it, it was an extremely broadly 
drafted thing that involved a series of studies. 
of studing studies. of involving such people as 
Common Cause and other groups. At the time, 
it seemed to be extraordinarly broad and we 
have discussed it at some length prior to deal­
ing with it. 

You will notice tha t earlier today. we took a 
bill that had been referred in the other body to 
the Select Committee and we referred it to the 
Committee on Health and Institutional Ser­
vices. It was our understanding, and it will be 
our intention that the Select Committee on Cor­
rectional Institutions deal with one or two 
major bills and that is the extent of the involve­
ment of the Committee. That was the basis on 
which the Committee was founded and it was 
based on this representation that we have re­
cruited some pretty top people in the Legis­
lature to serve on the Committee. 

I call to the Senate's attention the fact that 
the 'Senator from Hancock, Senator Perkins. 
who has a very. very heavy burden of Commit­
tee work, being on two very important and busy 
committees, selflessly accepted the task of 
heading this Select Committee based upon the 
representations that we made to him. On that 
basis, I feel that this is an extraordinary broa­
dening of the intent of this Committee and, con­
sequently, I move for the Indefinite 
Postponement of this Joint Order. 

On motion by Senator Conley of Cumberland, 
tabled for 1 Legislative Day. pending the 
motion by Senator Katz of Kennebec to Indefi­
nitely Postpone. 

Out of Order und Under Suspension of the 
Rules, the Senate voted to consider the follow­
ing: 

Senate Paper 
Senator Katz of Kennebec presents. Bill ... An 

Act to Correct the References to Joint Standing 
Committees for the Purpose of Confirma­
tions." (Emergency) (S. P. 99) 

(Approved by a Majority of the Legislativl' 
Council pursuant to .Joint Rull' 27.) 

Committee on State Governnl!'nt suggest pd. 
The PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes tht' 

Senator from Kennebec, Senator Katz. 
Senator KATZ: Mr. President. As we 

changed our Committee structure this year. we 
ran into some rather unexpected problems. out 
of the corner of our eye, because certain Com­
mittees which have confirmation responsibil­
ities, no longer exist, or exist under a different 
title. 

For example the Committee on Liquor Con­
trol is no more. The Committee on Veterans 
and Retirement, is now the Committee on 
Aging. Veterans and Retirement. Yet within 
our statutes, those committees are specifically 
singled out for confirmation responsibilities. 

This Bill, which I am presenting on behalf of 
the .Joint Leadership of both houses. makes it 
very, very clear that manv confirmation res­
ponsibilities that might have been assigned to 
Liquor Control for example, are now going to 
Legal Affairs. 

You will get a chance to see this Bill in print 
well before you're called upon to enact it. But it 
is completely a non-controversial housekeep­
ing. clean-up, of our language in the confirma­
tion area. 

Therefore. I move Mr. President. that this 
bill be given its first reading. without reference 
to committee. 

The PRESIDENT: The Senator from Kenne­
bec, Senator Katz, now moves that (S. P. 99) be 
given its first reading at this time without ref­
erence to Committee. Is this the pleasure of the 
Senate? 

It is a .vote. 
The Bill, Read Once. 
Under suspension of the rules. the Bill given 

its Second Reading and Passed to be En­
grossed, without Reference to Committee. 

Sent down forthwith for concurrence. 

Communication 
STATE OF MAINE 

Senate Chamber 
President's Office 

Januarv 24. 1979 
Honorable James McBreairty . 
Honorable William Blodgett 
Chairmen. Energy and Natural Resources 
Committee 
State House 
Augusta, Maine 04333 

Please be advised that Governor Joseph E. 
Brennan is withdrawing and re-nominating 
Henry E. Warren to serve as Commissioner of 
the Department of Environmental Protection. 

Pursuant to MRSA, Title 38, Section 341, this 
appointment will require review by the Joint 
Standing Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources and confirmation by the Senate. 

Sincerely. 
.JOSEPH SEWALL 

President of the Senate 
.JOHN MARTIN 

Speaker of the House 
(S. P. 100) 

Which was Read, and referred to the Com­
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

Sent down forthwith for concurrence. 

Communication 
STATE OF MAINE 

Senate Chamber 
President's Office 

January 24. 1979 
Honorable Barbara A. Gill 
Honorable Sandra Prescott 
Chairmen, Health and Institutional Services 
Committee 
State House 
Augusta. Maine 04333 
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Please be advised that Governor Joseph E. 
Brennan is nominating Edward F. Gorham to 
serve as a member on the Health Facilities 
Cost Review Board. 

Pursuant to MRSA. Title 22, Section 353, this 
appointment is subject to review by the Joint 
Standing Committee on Health and Institution­
al Services and confirmation by the Legis­
lature. 

Sincerely, 
JOSEPH SEWALL 

President of the Senate 
JOHN MARTIN 

Speaker of the House 
(S. P. 101) 

Which was Read and referred to the Commit­
tee on Health and Institutional Services. 

Sent down forthwith for concurrence. 

Order 
An Expression of Legislative Sentiment rec­

ognizing tha t : 
Eliza I. Nichols of Orono will, on January 28, 

1979, celebrate the 100th anniversary of her 
birth ... (S. P. 10,?) is presented by Senator 
Devoe of Penobscot, Co-sponsored by Rep­
resentative Gavett of Orono 

Which was Read and Passed. 
Sent down forthwith for concurrence. 

Paper From the House 
Joint Resolution 

A Joint Resolution In Memoriam: 
WHEREAS the Legislature has learned with 

deep regret of the death of Sidney Bragdon of 
New Gloucester, a former selectman of that 
town who was active in town affairs ... <H. P. 
149) 

Comes from the House, Read and Adopted. 
Which was Read. and Adopted, in concur­

rence. 

The Adjournment Order having been re­
turned from the House, Read and Passed, in 
concurrence, 

On motion by Senator Pierce of Kennebec, 
Adjourned until Tuesday, January 30th at 10 

o'clock in the morning. 


